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ADDRESS. 


In addressing a few prefatory remarks to th« readers of Txs Lancet, on com- 
Joeucing the Volumes for another medical year, it is not necessary that we should 
enlarge upon the subjects which are usually embraced in such essays. Instead of 
launching into bombastic promises for the future, we bare rather to direct attention to 
' .the past; and, instead of eppeariog before the profession as untried men, we etend for¬ 
ward at Journalists who hare waged a constant war against the unprincipled abettors 
of public abuses. In our first address to tbe profession, we took tbs opportunity of 
briedy descanting upon tbe adrantagea which must arise to the community from tbe 
publication of the lectures tbut were delivered, and of tbe cases that were treated, in our 
great national Hospitals. Tbe suecess—tbe extraordinary, tbe unparalleled success—of 
The Lancet, shows that our opiniooa oo this question wen founded upon s knowledge 
of tbe wants of tbe profession io a particier branch of medical information,—of tjul 
c theory of medical science,—aod of tbe best interests of tbe public. Next,:tt^ 
•>* itself, nothiug can be so valuable to man us health, and to thia nothing can he iS 
conducive as tho ardent cultivation of the science of medicine. Having it 4a4arly 
period observed tiie vast sources of knowledge wbiob were hidden from public viow. 
within tin walls of our national instituttoha, we thought that tbe press might beosmO' 
available lot rendering to pmetitim , r» in tbe most distant parts of tbe globe, toms 
portion of tbe practical experience o hicly for ao many.succeeding ogee, had been 
enjoyodpwly by the favoured few by individuals who had ever appeared men 
anxious to embitter or destroy tbe cup of knowledge, than to paw it with a friendly 
and cheerful baud around tho circle of thirsty inquirers who, had they bean permitted, 
would have diffused its benign influence,like the dew-drops ofbeaven, over ell mankind, 
Tho Lectures and Cases of our public hospitals, we always regarded St Jibe two 
treat tournee of medical information, and it wua to the publication of these 1 
from tbe 8m,' w» directed our most especial atteation. If the Lectures wo 
principle,—drawn from practical knowledge, and enriched by tbe ever-aure t 
experience,—it is evident tint their diffusion amongst practitioners, aod espi 
smoiegst the junior members of tie profession in ail parts of the globe, could.net i 
produce univortalgdod, On the other band, if tbe Lectures were unsotmd in prim 
deficient in practic*Hna*wIedge, devoid of facts derived from tbe personal experieuo* 
of the Lecturer,—wn considered that publicity srould prove the beatperrectivoj 
that by thie taluwiy end effectual cheek, tho pupils srould be Spared the prie, Udj«Oft 
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expense, of listening to doctrines that were worthless, or even fallacious, and that 
b public would be protected against the evils which, it is feared, hove but too frequent' 
i from the propagation of crude, ill-digested, and dangerous medical theories. 
g|nielecting Lectures, therefore, for publication in the pageB of this Journal, it mus 
inferred that the excellence of the discotirses has always been to us the mague 
fSl^traction. The Lancet is a medical newspaper, and we should no more think o 
'publishing some Lectures with a view, by their direct application, to improve th- 
practice of medicine, than a daily Journalist would think of improving, immediately am 
directly, the morals of the people, by publishing an account of a murder, or of aburglary 
An advantage of exactly the same kind and extent, is probably derived from publicity 
iu both instances; but the benefitobtained,in each cose, by causes of a directly 
opposite character. Numerous are the courses of Lectures which we have published 
during the seven years this Journal has been established, and numerous are the page* 
that might have been better occupied, asfar as instruction was concerned, had not expo¬ 
sure. been deemed the most effectual means of leading to the reformation of pernicioue 
principles and practices. 

It will readily be confessed, and believed, that it would be a work of supererogation 
to publish any more Lectures, with a view merely to show tlmt some of the best 
that ever were written, and many of the worst that ever were written, are annually 
delivered in this metropolis. These facts being now well known and acknowledged, 
one of the first objects of publicity has been fully attained. Students, in the present 
day, inquire before they enter to the classes ; they are no longer misled, no longer ca¬ 
joled by false, hypocritical, clap-trap advertisements. Haring, therefore, presented 
the profession with lectures on Surgery, on the Practice of Medicine, on Chemistry, 
Oft Pathology, on Midwifery, on Anatomy, on Physiology, on Phrenology, on the* In- 
firfjectual Composition of Man, on Ophthalmic Surgery, und ou the Diseases of the 
Iftrrous System, with a great number of clinical lectures un desultory diseases, there 
XeW.uonly three or four other courses mentioned in the curricula of our profound modi- 
cu dialers. The publication of there lectures we must defer to a future occasion; for, in 
consequence of the great and unexpected length of the course which we have just con¬ 
cluded, we have been compelled to omit in the volumes for the past year, ut-arl) the 
whole of the customary reports from our Hospitals,—a species of medical information fur, 
very far, surpassing, in point of real value, every other description of medical record; 
while the clinical lectures, which are founded on the cases, are often instructive in the 
highest degree, and are incomparably superior to the siag-song trash which is annually 
doled out at so much a yard, under the title of "regular courses." Of " regular 
counef ” oflecturcs, then, for the present, we tnke our leave; and it will be our object, 
in succeeding Numbers, to render Tin: Lancet a moving picture of every interesting 
fact that may present itself to the notice of our reporters in the great national es¬ 
tablishments. It is too true, that the students of this metropolis are but seldom 
gratified .by the delivery of n clinical lecture,—an omission on the part of the medical 
officers of oar Hospitals which cannot be too severely reprobated. We believe that 
Br. UiuotsoNj of St. Thomas’s Hospital, Dr. Watson and Mr. CiAiiu Bell, of the 
Middlesex, Mr. Bhodie, of St. George’s, and Mr. Earle, of St, Bartholomew s, are 
the only physicians sod surgeons who regularly deliver clinical lectures in their 
respective inatitn lions. 

Iu order to remedy a defect of this magnitude, the pupils should obtain a promise 
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re paying their entrance fees, that the physicians and surgeons would regularly d*U|jg 
ical lectures upon all diseases of importance that may fall under their treatsumw 
i value, indeed we may say the very great value, of the clinical discoorse^ whft£ 
e published in the Volumes of Tub Lancet just concluded, is enough to renderevatj:: 
lent extremely anxious for this species of medical disquisition. The data were before 
'Eyes, the treatment has just been under his immediate notice, he has aeen the effe&lM^ 
‘be remedies, and, therefore, he has had thft best opportunity of judging for himself of 
e propriety and soundness of the conclusion* of his preceptor. By the sufferings of 
•ic patient, the observer becomes sympathetically interested in his welfare, and im¬ 
pressions painfully produced ore long fixed upon tb£memory. The eye is evidently the 
great channel that lends to medical knowledge: this may at anytime be proved by 
contrasting the dubious and obscure descriptions of disease given by the theorist, with 
t»e positive, distinct, and picturesque language of the actual observer. Abstract 
henries, tedious, wearisome, uninteresting lectures of an hour and a half in duration, 
either aided nor illustrated by the presence of disease itself, are almost useless to 
the tyro, and to the experienced practitioner present little more than old, well-known 
m Tims, obscured by the sophistry of unsubstantial speculation. Accurate descriptions 
tiseases, then, as they really occur in our hospitals, together with the expositions 
en by the teacher, furnish materials for supplying a Knowledge of the principles and 
dice of medicine inferior only to those which can be derived from personal observa- 
on and experience. It was under this impression that we commenced the publica- 
m of hospital reports in the autumn of 1(123, and since that time the voice of the 
^ession has every-where been raised iu favour of the plan, all acknowledging that 
•as been of incalculable service to science and to the cuuse of medical reform. A 
Kit :1 of medical police baa beetfthus established, having a constant tendency to ensure to 
:ho student, punctuality from the lecturer, to the teacher, respect and attention from 
' pupil; and to*the patient, a safe, diligent, and humane treatment from his medical 
Titian t. At the same, time, the practice and experience furnished by our great 
medical institutions are, when worthy of imitation, rendered available to those prac-.. 
titioners who reside at a distance from the metropolis. Actuated by a strong feeling on 
all these points, it may readily be conceived that we have not curtailed the hospital 
reports in our^irefindihg volumes without very deep regret} and the resumption of 
T^Uftl^with our little kgiraent of pioneers, iu this field of inquiry, and, alas! 
’utlimea of slaughter, will be a source of satisfaction to ourselves, and must prove 
f infinite advantage to all classes of the community. 

In publishing Mregular courses " of lectures, upon the practice of medicine or surgery 
■>r e»itpplo,—ittnosl be confuted, that after such a number has been presented to the 
’ bite, anb while there are so ipny systematic works on these backnied subjects, *iot 
e page fit forty Can consist of nhv matter; besides, if a surgeon or physician make# 
coverr of the least importances* medical science, lie hesitates not to lay it before 
e profession in the shape of a Vll-hound, hot-pressed octavo. Thus secure, by 
^ natural vanity of all authors, ags^at the concealment of important facts, or valuable 
iniooa,—Twt t *wcstiftt entering^ eighth year, presumes to think that it can go 
me • that it can proofs# Unaided eA by the ornamental cords which have been ao 
•queully and so ingeniously woven froVh e mutilated folios of certain dictionaries sad 
ncycloptediaS. IntMadof heading-striV instead of guidei, they have acred. Ijgt- 
fetters, and the limbi iitw grown Midland painful under the weight and pressure 

O 
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p-fcattamt The go-cart, that yield* assistance to the infant, would ftct a* a disagree- 
ii^ clog to the boy who is desirous of stretching himself vigorously io the seventh year 
HBs oga; and even the infant, with the support of his perambulating machine, 
%o«ld be ill-requited iu liii search after nutriment, if he could only discover one grain 
4&wbe«t in a bushel of chaff. 

The discontinuance /or the present, then, of the “regular courses'' of lectures, 
besides affording space for the insertion of many Hospital reports, will enable us also 
to devote more attention to the reviews of new works. We shall be enabled, likewise, 
to appropriate a larger spnee to the contributions of many well-informed and scientific 
correspondents -, the important prdccwiihgs also of several learned societies, accounts 
of which we have hitherto been frequently compelled to omit, will in future receive 
constant and earnest attention. In a word, it shall be our endeavour to render T»r. 
Lancet an epitome of everything that is passing in the medical world—a faithful 
picture of* medical life.” 

Of the more promiuent events which have henn connected with the profession 
during the past year, two or three only call for notice in this place. 

The decision of Lord Teaterden, in the cause of Hindev v. Henson, is the com¬ 
mencement of a new era in the practice of medicine ; it has unransked prelenders, 
aorl reduced them to their proper grade, while to tue scientific services of the well* 
qualified and regular practitioner it affords a just security, aud has raised him to his 
proper, honourable rauk in the profession. 

The self-perpetuating, tyrannical council of the college of surgeons still labours 
in it* sordid vocation. Several more of tbs m. mhfbs of the college hare been Tecentiv/ 
degraded by it, and are for ever deprived of the least chance- of assuming the robes o 
office. Their names have been passed over in the list; they have been rejected without 
open discussion, and punished with-ut an opportunity of meeting their accusers, 
either by themselves or their agents, or of knowing of what they have been accused. 
The ciunTTft of this college is a nu,sauce that mHit be abated. 

1 he circumstances connected with the inquest held on the body of the late Miss 
Catherine CaShjn might wvll be adverted to at sitne length in this place, were not the 
affair still svb judice, and did not impartial justice demand that nothing should be 
advanced, which by possibility couid influence the minds of fiife^ury, before whom the 
fortunes, tlie reputation, sod even the tile of a fellow ct»a tore, mayt 

By reminding our readers, ia oonckiioo, of the maimer io whirl] oe repeated’r 
exposed tire igoorsai-e ar.d incompetency of non-medtedt coroner., .- 9 embrace this 
opportunity of pointing to the late conteat for the cilice yf coroner for tiii, county as 
one of the must splendid triumphs ever Mbit-rod for is proas and the medical pro 
feuioB. It exhibits a brilliant example of what reaaor an accomplish o*er prejudice 
There is not now to he found in the county of Middhex o single well, informed me 
clwnic who would endeavour, hr his vote, to place a nttonfey |» (be a S<x of eoroner 
Every mao acknowledges, that a. it is • medial/%*, so It can only be adeqoale!' 
ommpred by a medical judge. It ia evident fionv'hat transpired I (faring the nmtglt 
that the loag.jieriecuied members of our inoomdrnSle |irjifcfaj0, j, we ^ • ’ 

miiclt towards intelligence and moral power. l/ dic *l menintheir anvaas, mere erer'- 
wbere redeived by the public with open am/«t>K is nomorethac n of justiL 

towards the gentlemen of tbo law to stale, tit “*»/ of thtmoat iatailigeot st the Bu 
***** the irarni, teafous, and active support* tint ea#di<i*te. At one period 



of the election, there were ou the hustings not less than seven gentlemen, frail t 
ner Temple alone, actively exerting themselves ou his-behalf. Tiie medical cam 
although opposed to an unprincipled league of five attorneys, of whom three bad,.! 
tiled that from the number of promises they bad obtained they were '• confide 
success,”—was only in a minority of one hundred and thirty-six on a poll of | 
thousand two bund rod and four; the attorney had not a hand raised in his favoorS 
the hustings, while From forty to fi’ty thousand were exhibited iu acknowledgment j 
the cluiros of the surgeon. With the public, therefore, this may be regarded ae e settled 
question, and never again will the medical profession be dnsuited by the election of t* 
attorney to the office oi medical judge, in th| county of Middlesex. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SCHOOLS OF LONDON, 

For the Seasim 1830-31, 


Tus following ore the Regulations published by the College of Surgeons and 
Apothecaries Company, which arc to bo rigidly observed by the students, or they will 
not be admitted to examination. 

COLLECT. Of SURGEON'S. 

Tn»: College of Surgeons requires .-f candidates six years’ professional study t to 
attend not less than three winter course* of anatomy, two courses of dissection, two 
courses of the principles and practice or surgery (three months each or one six months), 
two courses of practice of mediciut* (three months each or one six months), one course 
on imitcria juedtea aud botany, two courses on chemistry (of three months each), and 
two courses on midwifery (of three mouths each) ; hospital surgical practice, twelve 
months, or during four yrara the surgical practice of a recognised provincialhospitiU, 
»cd six month* at least of a Loudon Hospital. 


APOTHECARIES COMPANY. 

Httrt'l.ATIOKS TO BE ORStRVKU XV RTSiDKV'fS, WHOSE ATTEND!VCF. OV IXCTOttll 

SHaU, COMMENCE ox da smia tue first of jamuarv, IttJi. 

Stoov^M who aii at present pursuing tbciir. medical studies, and those who may be* 
gin to attend lectyrea at the commencement of the next medical session (viz. October), 
will ba recaived uctedidatea for' gxaminatidtt by complying with the regulations here¬ 
tofore published. ' *' >;t ■ 

Every candidate Ibri certifieute to practise as nn apothecary, will he required to 
produce testimonial* of having served nn apprenticeship of not less than five years to a* 
apothecary :~-Tlie apprenticeship must have been served with n person legally qualified 
to pTactiae t» an apothecary, either by having been in practice prior to or ou th* 1 st 
of August, 1813, or by having received a certificate of his qualification from the 
Court of Examiner*. : < 

Of having tttalned Ul* full age of twenty-one rears .—As evidence of age, a copy of, 
the baptismal register will he required in every case where it can possibly he procured# 

Of good moral conductA testimonial of moral character from the gentleman to 
whom the candidate haa been aa apprentice, will always be more satiafactorv than from 
'any otherperson, . 

Of having devo^ al iaxat two yewi to an attendee on leemrei and hospital 
practice. 





§ REGULATIONS OF THE APOTHECARIES COMPANY. 

The candidate must Lave attended the following courses of leotores. The lecture* 
gpfcfuired in each course respectively, must be given on separate days. 

“ tfpjkemutrp ,—Two courses; ekch course consisting of not less thut forty.five lectures. 

■jllateria Medica and Therapeutics.—'L'wo courses ; each course consisting of not less 
fH|n forty-five lectures. 

■jjjfaatomy, Physiology, and Anatomical Demonstrations. —Two courses ; of the same 
iJUrtentas required by the Royal College of Surgeons of London. 

■^principles and Practice of Medicine.—Two Courses, each course consisting of not 
$£& than forty-five lectures, to be attended subsequently to the termination of the first 
pfiirse of lectures on chemistry, materia medica, and anatomy and physiology. 

JJotany. —One course. 

Midwifo'y and the. Disettees of Women and Children. —Two courses); to be attended 
Anting the second year. fi 

Forensic Medicine.—One course ; to beUattended during the second year. 

Students are moreover recommended diligently to avail themselves of instruction iu 
morbid anatomy. ^ / f 

The candidate must also have attended for twelve months at least the physician's 
practice at an hospital containing not less than sixty beds, and where a course of clinical 
lectures is given ; or for fifteen months ut an hospital wherein clinical lectures are not 
given ; or for fifteen mouths at a dispengary connected with some medical school recog¬ 
nised by the court. The whole of such attendance to be subsequent to the first yeur of 
attendance on lectures. Certificates of attendance on the physician's practice at dis¬ 
pensaries will continue to be received until the 1st of January, JIMS, from all such as 
have heretofore been admitted, but after that, time the present regulation will be strictly 
adhered to. 

The testimonials of attendance on lectures and hospital practice must he given on a 
printed form, with which students may be supplied, ou application at the under-men¬ 
tioned places:—In Loudon, ut the iieadle’s Office, at this Hall. In Edinburgh, at 
Messrs. M‘Lachlan and Stewart’s, booksellers. Iii Dublin, at Messrs. Hodges and 
Smith’s, booksellers. In the provincial towns, where there are medical schools at the 
hospital, or from the teacher who keeps the register of the school. 

Students are enjoined to observe that no other form of testimonial will be received ; 
and that no attendance on lectures will qualify a candidate for examination, unless the 
teacher is recognised by the court. 

The teachers in Dublin, Kdiuburgli, Glasgow, ami Aberdeen, recognised by tho con¬ 
stituted medical authorities iu those places respectively, are recognised by tho court. 

Registration. —A book is kept at the Hall of the society for the registration at stated 
times of Lhe names of students, nnd the lectures, hospitals, or,dispensaries, they attend. 
The book will be opened for the registration of those students whom these regulations 
affect, on the 1st of February, 18:11. 

All students in Loudon arc required to appear personally, and to register the several 
classes for which they have taken tickets; arid those only will be considered to have 
complied with the regulations of the court, whose names and classes in the register 
correspond with the testimonials of the teachers. 

The hook will be open for the registration during the Cist twenty-one days of the. 
months of February, June, and October, from nine o’clock mini two. 

The court also require students at the provincial medical schools to register thei* names 
in their own hand-writing, aud the classes they attend, with one of the teachers in each 
respective school, within fourteen days from the commencement of each course of lec¬ 
tures, and those students only will he deemed to have complied with the regulations 
whose names are so registered. 'J he students will be informed at each school, re¬ 
spectively, of the name of the teacher to whose care the register tfill be wadded. 

Each student, ut his first registration, will receive the printed farm on which he is to 
obtain the certificates of his teachers. 


The Examination of the Candidate will he as follows .•■ 


L Retranslating parts of G’elsus de Me- 
dicinfi", or Gregory Conspectus Medi¬ 
ci Tbeoretica*, Pharmucopnda Lon- 
dinensis, and Physicians’ Prescrip. 
. tions. 

2. In Chemistry. 


.1. In Materia Medica and Therapeu¬ 
tics. 

4. In Botany.' 

5. In Anatomy and Physiology. 

6. In the Practice of Medicine. 


Notice.—Every person offering himself for examination must give notice in writing 
to the clerk of the socioty on or before the Monday previously to the day of exaaaina* 
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tioo, and must alio, at the same time, deposit all the required testimonials at tbft.q 
of the beadle, where attendance is given every day,*except Sunday, from nine t 
two o’clock. 

Candidates will be admitted to examination in the order in which their names a. 
on the notice paper; and those neglecting to attend ugreeably to their notice,^ 
upon a subsequent application, he placed at the bottom of the list. 

By the 22d section of the Act of Parliament, no rejected candidate can be re-admittj& 
to be examined until the expiration of six mouths from his former examination. 

The court meet in the Ball every Thursday, where candidates are required to ftt&sit 
at half-past four o’clock. 

(By order of the Court) doiiN Watson, Secretary. 

Apothecaries Hall,&ept. 9,1830. 


HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS, 

Tin: following tables, with the notes attached to them, present a list of the various 
medical and surgical schools open to students'in London for the session commencing 
October 1st—an enumeration of the branches of knowledge which are taught in them— 
the names of the teachers and professors—tbe hours of lecture and attendance—and the 
expense of entering to each course and to the medical and surgical practice of the hos¬ 
pitals and dispensaries;—-together with some other particulars whioli the various 
teachers have appended to their prospectuses. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 


C1uh.*c>> anil Professor*. 


Days and Hours of Lectures. 


Fees to the Course*.* 


Anatomy; Professor Pat- 
tison. 

Ditto; Prof. Bennett. 

Demonstrations and Dis¬ 
sections ; Prof. Bennett 
and Mr. R. Quuin. 

'*hysinl<,gy; Prof. C. Bell. 

S’atute and Treatment of 
Diseases ; Prof. Uonolly. 

hugery ; Prof. PsiUisou. 

Midwifery, ami Diseases of 
Women and Children.; 
Prof. Dr. Davis. 

clinical Medicine { Prof. 
Dr.Watsonv 

Materia Medicaand Thera¬ 
peutic*; Prof. Dr. Thom¬ 
son. 

Chemistry; Ptof. Dr. Tur¬ 
ner. 

:oraptr. Anatomy; Prof. ; 
Dr. Grant. 

Med. Juriaorudenpe j Prof, j 
Dr. Smith. i 

iotauy; Prof. Lindley, 


Daily, except Saturdays, at 
2 p.ra. 

Daily, except Sat., 11 a.m. 


Toes, and Thur. from !i 

to 6. 

Daily, except Saturday, 
from 4 to />. 

Mon. anil Kri. from 5 to 6. 

Daily, except Sat. from 9 
to 10. 

Mon. and Fri. from .121- to 

, J jU 

Daily, except Sat. from 8 
to 9. 

Daily, except Sat. from 
10 to 11. 

Daily, except Sat. from S 
to 4, to Jan. Lst, 1831. 

Mod. Wed. and Fri. from 
H to 8*. 

Daily, except Mon. from 
Oct. 1 for 6 weeks, and 
front Apr. 1 for (J weeks. 


Whole course, 71 .; or first 
division 4f.; second div. 
31 .; perpetual, 10/. 

\V. C. 01,; or lst D. 3/.; 
2nd D.P.91. 

W. C. 31.; P. 4/. 10*. 

W. C. 01 .; or 1st Div. 31 .; 

2nd I). 31 .; P. 9/. 

W.C.2/.; P.4/. 

W. C.3L; 1st D. 3/.; 2nd 
D. tl. y 1\ 71. 

XV, C. 4/.; half the C. 2/. 

W.C. 6/.; 1st D.3L; 2nd 
D. 3/.; P. 91. 

W.C. 7/.; lstb.4/.j 2nd 
]). 3/.; P. 10/. 

W. C. 2i. 

Not yet announced. 

W.C. 31; P. 61. 


* In this column W. C. rae*na, whole course—D. division—and P. perpetual. 
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§lapital Attendance at the Middlesex Hospital, jlemers Street, Oxford Street. 


Physicians: 
Dr. M'Michael, 
Dr. Hawkins, 
Dr. Watson. 

Surgeons: 
Mr. .foberos, 
Mr. Dell, 

Mr. Mayo. 


Hospital attendance daily, 
except Saturday, from 
half past twelve to half 
past one. 


Medical Practice —Acade¬ 
mical session of 9 months, 
12/. 12*. Second session, 
12/. 12s., after which the 
pupil will have free admis¬ 
sion ; or a fee of 21/. at 
once, or of 9/. 9s. in addi¬ 
tion to the tirst 12/. 12s., 
if paid before the conclu¬ 
sion of the first session, 
entitles the pupil to free 
admission. Entrance fee 
to the apothecary, 1/. ls.j 
to the secretory, os. 

Surgical Practice. — The 
eume as the above. 


Dispensary Attendance, at ike Dispensary, No. 4, George Street, £ustm Square. 
Attended by J>b. Conolly, I Dispensary attendance daily, I For twelve months, 6l. 6s. 
Thomson, Darn, and Pat- | except Saturday, from half | 

tison. I past twelve to half past j 

I one. | 


Table of Days and Hoars of Attendance fa the Pupils firming the. Medical Classes, 



M. 

Tu. 

W. Til. 

r . 

s. 

Class. 

A to 

9 

___ 

_ 

j 

_ 


Materia Medica. 

9 .. 

10 

— 


— : 

— 

— 

Midwifm. 

10 .. 

11 

— 

— 

— , — 

— 


Chemistry. 

11 .. 

12 

— 

— 

— , — 

— 

— 

Anatomy. 

12*.. 

H 

— 



— 


Clinical Med .cm-'*. 


U 

— 

— 

— _ — 

— 


Hospital Attendance. 

m- 

ii 

— 

— 

— _ 

— 


jXspensai v Aitc-ndunco. 

2 .. 

3 

— 

— 

— — 

— 


Anatom v. 

3 .. 

4 

— 

- 

— • — 

— 


f].,mpariitive Anat.. 1.1 Oct. to 3: Jan, 

3 .. 

4 

— 

— 

—; — 

— 


Xooh/gr, 1 I'Vli. to fit) April. 

4 .. 

;j 

— 

— 

—, — 

— 


Nature and Treatment«.{ Diseases. 

5 .. 

6 



j 

— 


Surgery. » 

b .. 

61 


— 




ITiyisidtogy. 

7 .. 


— 


— i 

— 


Medical Jurisprudence. 

Botany, beginning of October to mid- 




r 

_ 


die of November, and 1st April to 
middle of May, 


NOTES ON THE CLASSES. 

Anatomy. Mr.PuttUon and Mr. Bennett are associated in the chair .of anatomy* 
The descriptive anatomy of the bones, ligaments, mmcleaj arteries, veins, nerve#, and 
lymphatics, and surgical anatomy, will bo taught by Professor Pat tison. The descrip¬ 
tive anatomy of the viscera, and general anatomy,comprising the development and 
organization of the several tissues, by Professor JJtuneit, ^Two complete courses of 
anatomy will he delivered during the session. 'The Museum of anatomy is open to the 
medical students every day from nine in the mowing: to dusk. 

Demonstrations and Dissections. Mr, Beunett will be assisted by Mr. Quoin. 
Weekly examinations trill he held, and those pupils only who hove regularly at* 
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tended the examination# will be admitted to contemlfor honours and medals 

Physiology. In this course of lectures, the professor presents the enfttamHfln 
the class in u form somewhat different from that in which it is exhibited b^flMNK 
feasors of anatomy, in order to secure a sound foundation for reasoning, 
the knowledge of structure with that of the properties of life in the parts. 
with the regulations of the College'of Surgeons and Society of* A pothe caries, 
dent must attend the lectures of the professor of physiology *n»l those of the profawlt? 
of anatomy. * . 

Nature, and Treatment of Diseases. Tle.se lectures Acts illustrated by a larye'<jfiiij^. ; 
leciiou of drawings, made from cases exhfluLting the viutous structural changes effected,"' 
by disease ; and also by preparations from the Museum of Anatomy. Whenever it is 
practicable, retail t morbid specimens will be pw»s**ntcd to the class. The drawings are 
placed in frames in the museum after each lecture, tor more particular examination ; 
and the preparations are arranged for rffcrenv-^fluNttg the whole progress of the course. 

Midwifery, und Discuses of Women ami Children. The subjects to b • i routed of by 
tlu* prolessor of midwifery will be included under three principal departments, viz. 
nnatomicai, physiological, und pathological or practicul. The two former will treat of 
the structures und /'unctions of such paru and organs ns are more or loss immediately 
concerned in the practice of midwifery. The latter will ueat of the' actual practice of 
the art itself. Under this principal division of the course will be given particular in- 
structious for the obstetric and medical treatment of all varieties of labours, under their 
respective heads of Natural, Preternatural, Complex, and Instrumental ; «s also 
ample histories of the most important diseases incident to the human f. raaie during 
the several epochs of her life ; hut most especially those to which she is subject during 
pregnancy, and in the puerperal state. The last section of the course will treat of the 
principal ailments of infants during the month, and then successively of eruptive and 
other discuses of the skin, of the diseases of the alimentary organs, of the morbid phe¬ 
nomena incident to the process of dentition, of rourukunna, and of hydrocephalus. 

CUnieal Methane. With the exception of the introductory lectures, this com so is 
given at tiiM Aliridio.'ifX If'spitul. 

Mat' na Mi.tihu tool Termpentivs. A museum has been formed bv the professor 
of i.hi., department for tint illustration of hi* lectures, to which the eiutiints of his class 
have access under certain regulations. Instruction in pharmaceutical chemistry will 
he given to private pupils ir* tin- professor’s laboratory, which contains a steam appara¬ 
tus, and facilities for vegetable analysis. 

»' Imuixlry. The profess,.* proposes to give a few lectures on mineralogy and 
geology; but in order that such lectures should not interfere with other arrangements, 
they wilt bo delivered on Saturdays, Tln-v will probably cmnnumc.e in the mouth of 
January. During the course of the session, there will he one or more classes of prac¬ 
tical riieiuistrv. which will commence towards the dose of January. 


< omparuf 'tie Analumy. in this Com. w the organisation o f the whole animal king- 
<kiii i.% c.i/nside:cd. The varieties presented by the internal (rgans, ami the moditica- 
tii.uH of their ium-in.ns, nr;*- examined in every class of animals. The lectures and 
deii-.tiM'frations are likatm’ed by recent iluKectiuit:;, by a series of aaotomieal prepara¬ 
tions, mid by (Inmingg. 

Medieai JariynutbiU'c. The arrangements not filially completed. 

Medical Botany, Com men co early in October, nud will continue for about six 
weeks daily, except Mondays ; after which them will he a suspension of the lectures 
till the l*t of April, when they will be resumed for six weeks more. The autumn 
course wiU consist nf bnuuiicnl dfiuonsliaiiuns, and an explanation of the principles by 
which the properties ahd in renin 1 organisation of plants are to be judged of by their 
external characters. The spring course will be occupied in considering the. physiology, 
•ud comparative anatomy of vegetation, and will t-ompii-beinl the application of Uicse 
branches of science to agriculture, horticulture, ami systematic ariaut,eineut,*The course 
of botany ia subdivided in this manner, in order to enable the students in’the inedi- 
cal school to complete their course of botany aloug with the medical clause* j tTnd to 
meet the regulations of the Society of Apothecaries, and those, under which the Univet- 
sity di pi Sinn is granted. But it would be 10 the ndvautngH of students, if they were to 
extend their attendance to the whole of the spring couises, terminating in the end of 
June, the particulars of which 'rosy bo known at the UumTsity, Although the gerund 
part of the «priug cootie answers nominally to that of the autumn, yet the subjects em¬ 
ployed in illustration will lie totally different. • Puy incut to the University for the 
autumn and whole Of the spring course, -II, 
hospital Attendance, The students may witness hospital practice at the Middlesex 


ST.BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL 



J, which is in the vicinity of the University. l)r. Watson and Mr. Bell deliver 
•lectures upon their cases' in the hospital. 

~TJf Attendance. The medical and surgical patients, and those of the profcs^ 
wry, nre made the subjects of clinical instruction. The method of investi- 
of prescribing for diseases is explained and illustrated, and the pupils have 
itiea of attending patients Mt their own bouses, and of becoming practically 
tted with the management of cases, uuder the superintendance of their teachers. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


Classes and Lecturers. 


Days anil "Honrs of Lectures. I 


Medicine; Dr. Hue. 

Surgery; Mr. Lawrence. 

Chemistry, Dr. Hue. 

Materia Mrdica and Bota¬ 
ny ; ])r. Hue. 

Anatomy and Physiology; 

^ Mr. Stanley. 

Clinical Lectures on Sur¬ 
gery ; Mr. Earle. 

Demonstrations and Dis- 
sections; Mt. Skry aud 
Mr. Wormnld. 

Midwifery,aud Diseases of 
Women and Children ; 
Dr. Conquest. 

Hospital Attendance. — 
Physicians: Drs. Bo¬ 
ber ts, Hue, and Latham. 
— Surgeons: Messrs. 
Vincent, Lawrence, and 
Earle. 


Tues. Thur. uud Sat. at 
10 a.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 
7 p.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 
10 a.m. 

Tues. Wed. aud Fri. at 
tlj a.m. 

Daily at p.m. 


Demonstrations daily at ! 
'■> a.n». ' j 

Tues. Thur. aDd Sat. at | 
7 a.m. 

Hours of attendance ex¬ 
tremely irregular. 


Fees to the Courses. 


One C. U- 4*.; Two C. 

hi. (is.; P. 7/. 7s. 

One C. hi. hx .; P. 8L 8s. 

One C. 4/. 4s,; Two C. 

7 1. 7s.; P. 'M. its. 

One (’. fit. 2s.; Two (’. 

i il. As.; 1*. 4/. Is. 

1 et. C. SI. its .; 2d C. il. -Js.; 

.’hi C. .>/. 3s.; P. It)/. 10s. 
Gratuitous. 

One C. 31. As.; 1*. 10?. 10s. 


One C. 31. .Is.; Two C. 
hi. 6*.; P. 8Z. Hs. 

Pliysidaw’s upil, six 
nnmihs, 12/. ids.; P., 
Hill. 11*. — Surgeon's 
pupil, 6 urns., it!/. 1 ‘i.<.; 
12 mos., S Cl. Dress¬ 
er to the Surgeons (i nnm., 
371. 10s.; 12 mos., hit. 
10 *. 


Snrgen/. I his course is intruded to embrace the whole of surgery, medical and 
operative. Ihe introductory heturo will he delivered on Friday, October 1st, ut half 
past two v.m. 1 he particular subjects will be illustrated clinically, n* far as the.esses 
' ,l l ^ ,e hospital during the progress of the course will allow. 

Medicine, Chemistnt, Muln-iu .1 Mica, and Hot any. T’li« lectures on medicine 
commence on -Saturday, Oetob- r 2nd, at ten a.m. Timm; on chemistry , Monday, Octo- 
her 4th, at ten a.m. The »laboratory will be open every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, from nine o clock unril noon, for the preparation and repetition of the several 
experiments connected with the subject of the course, aud for the general purposes of 
operative chemistry. Gentlemen entering ns perpetual pupils to both lectures on 
medicine and chemistry, nre considered as perpetual also to all the others. Clinical lec¬ 
tures ^ou the cases ot patients in the hospital, will be given every Saturday at a 
Quarter past eleven a.m . The course on materia incdica and botany commences QQ Fri- 
day, October 8th, ut a quarter past t-loveu a.m. 

^ C \ * i,0S6 !, ‘ <:lur '' 8 coDimtncH on -Saturday, October 2nd, at 2 $ 

Midwifery. Pupils, when qualified, are supplied with cases of labour gratuitously. 
Morbid inspections tt8 opportunities occur, ut one o'clock. The museum of the hos¬ 
pital is opened every day for the admission of students. 







Medicine. I >r. F'.liotsou will deliver the first course, and Dr. Williams the second. 
A clinical lecture tverv Thurs. at one v.ai. to the physician's pupils, by Dr. KUiotson. 

MuUnn Mrtut'H anti ftnluutf. The medical botany forming a part ol‘ these lectures, 
will be delivered by Mr. UilT, at (be com.lm.iou of each course, io wbteh the pupils enter¬ 
ing to the materia niedica will bo privileged to attend. 

Surgical Practice.. Cliuical lectures will be giren to the dressers and surgeons’ 
pupils. Pupils entering to the surgical practice of St. Thomas's Hospital, are allowed 
to ottend lliut of Guy’s. [Gentlemen w ho enter to the practice or the lectuies at this 
hospital, are allowed the use of the library and of the reading room, so long as they 
continue attending as pupils.J 


GUV'S HOSPITAL. 


Classes and Lecturer*. ! l>ny* and Hours ofLerturirs. j Fees for tlio C nurses. 


Medicine; Drs. Bright sad Mon. Wed. and Fri. nt ;>} ! 1st G. 4/. 4.v.; end C. SI. Ss.; 

Add toon. p.tn. * i :irdntidP.g/.?y.; P.W.8*. 

Meteria Medica, 6tc., and Tues. and Fri. at 7 p.m. 1st V. ; 2ud and P. 
Medical Botany; l)r. 2/. 2 .«. j P. 41. is. 

Addison. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of Daily, at 8} a.m. One C.St.Ss.: TwoO. 5/.5s.} 

Women and Children; j :trd, 4th, and Aili C. each 

Dr. Blundell. € | S'/. 2*.; P. 10/. 10«. 

Physiology; Dr. BluadeH. Mon, and Wed, nt lU p.m. j One til. tis .; 2nd C. and 

1 »». oi .#* . l» ‘1# «. 


































*$T. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 



GUY'S ({OSPITAL— (continued.) 


ry; Messis. Aikin 
&, Barry. I 

iv and Operations; : 
B. Cooper. 




Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 

10*. 

Daily, at sf p.m. 


Jfttffrctions. ..... 

Surgery mid Operations iv 1'uos. i hur. and Fri. at B 
Messrs, key and Mur..i«n.\ p.m. 

Natural Philosophy: Mr. \htir. nt 6 p.i^. 

Attendance of the most ! 


A. Burry. 

Hospital Practice; Physi¬ 
cians, Drs. Clndineley, 
Back, Bright, and Ad¬ 
dison. 

Surgeons ; Messrs. Key, 
Morgan, and B. Cooper. 


regular description. 


Ditto. 


1 st C. 4/. 4s.; 2nd C.31. Si.; 

3rd, 2/. Ss.; P.8/. 8*. 
One C. bl. ba. ; Two C. 
91. 9s. ; Third C. 21. 2s.; 
1\ 10/. I Or. 

Knch C. 3t. fll.; P.IO/.lOjr. 

One C. 31.3s .; 1\ bl. at. 

One C, 2/. 2s.; P. 31. 3s .; 

Hospital pupils 11.1 *. less; 
Physician’s pupil, !> mos. 
12M3s.; 12 moa. 171. 18s.; 
P. Ml. Is. 

Surgeon’s pupil, 6 mos. 20/.; 
12 mos. 2 til. Os. ; Dresser, 
6 mos. 32/. 12s.; 12 mos. 
MI. 2e. 


Medicine. Clinical lectures will he given by the physicians. Demonstrations iu 
morbid anatomy by J)r. llodgkin. Price for a catalogue of the museum, Ids. 

Midwifery and Physiology /. Pupils of two or more courses of midwifery become 
perpetual to physiology, by entering for cue. course. 

slhaloHiy. Lectures on the anatomy and diseases of the teeth are included in this 
course, and will he* given hv Mr. Bell. Comp. .Jual ,; by Mr. Morgan and Mr. Bell.. 

ll.isjrital Practice. Clinical Instructions will be given by the surgeons. Demou¬ 
nts at or, Mr. Edward C'i.ck: ns^istunt lietuonsirutors, Mr. Smith and .Mr. Hilton. Pupils 
entering to tin* surgical practice of Guy’s Hospital, are allowed to attend that of St. 
1 hum as s. [Pupils will he permitted the use of the library, reading room, and botautc 
garden, subject to regulations.] 


ST GP.ORGK'S HOSPITA h. 


Classes ii«d Lecture 


Bays and Hours of Lrrtnri's. ; fees to the Courses. 


Medicine; I)rs. (’hdi.;V.-rs ; 
and M *1.00(1. 

Surgery ; Messrs. Brodie- 
ar.d Hawkins. ; 

Materia Midica; Drs. I 
M'Leod and Seymour. 

Midwifery anil Diseases of * 
Womoti and Ghildren; \ 
Mr. Stone and Dr. 11. . 
Davies. I 

Botany ; Mr. G. Burnett. 

Hospital Practice; Pl.yai- 
ciaus, Drs. Hewitt, Sey. | 
znour, aud Wilson. 


Mon. Wed.and Fri. at m ! istC. Si. a*.; 2nd C. 2/.2*.z 
* ! P. GLor. 

Mon. Wed. aud Fri. at 7 1st C.;i/.3.«, ; V. bl. .V. 

a. m. 

Tue*. Thurs. and Sat. at ; lstC , .. , l/.3v.;2ndC.2/.2s.; 


11* a.m. 

Mou. Wed. and Fri. at JO*. 


Tues. Thurs. and Sat. at 
7 p.m. 

’The physicians and stir 


J*. 0/. Os. 

Luch C, 31, 3s .; P, jl, bit 


One C. ll. is.; P. «/. 2s. 


Surgeons; Messrs. Broilie, *. 
lveate, and Haw kins, I 


* ^ -.-- i Physician's pupils; 9 mos. 

geons attend usually at | 12 /. 12*.; 12 mos. 16/. lGs. 

U4 each day. Patients I P. fib/. 4$.; fee to apo- 
veceivcd ou Wed. Ope- | thecary 1 /. Is. 
rmiousou Thur. at 1 p.m. 

.. Surgeon’s pupils; 6 mos. 

13/. 15*.; 12 mos. 21/.: 
_! P. 52/. 10*. 


mental Practice. lectures are given graluituusly.tr> tils pupil, oftlre boa- 

pitnl, by Drs, llewitt and IwvmrMir, arid Messrs. Jirodie and Hawkins ; n„d lectures 
on pnlho.oey, by Dr. Unarm, t,l wbic!i notice will bo gives. I’upils enterioir for 

fa iTbeTerietut'j't.tuit"™ l " 1'r’t ll, “ i; 11 *' 01 * f or thr< " ! w«li«u »<lr1iifon a l 

C ’ S ‘“ d aU ° l ° "W 




LONDON, MIDDLESEX, AND WESTMINSTER HOSPITALS* 
LONDON HOSPITAL. 


Classes anil lecturer*. 


Day* ami Hours nf Ixrtuat, 


Fm*i for the Courtoir, 


Medicine; Dr. liilling. 

Me terra Medica and Medi¬ 
cal Botany •, Dr. Cobb. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of 
Women and Children ; 
Dr. Rnmsbotlmm and Dr. 
F. If. Kamsbotham. 

Chemistry; Dr. Gordon. 

Anatomy, Physiology, and j 
Operations; Mr. Head- | 
ington ami Mr. Luke. ] 

Surgery; Mr. Luke. 

Demonstrations and Dis- i 
sections; Messrs, Adauis { 
and Hamilton. ' 

Hospital Practice; Phvsi* j 
cians, Dr. Fnimptou, Dr. j 
Rilling, Dr. Gordon. j 


Surgeons ; Sir XV. Bliznrd, 
Mr. lleadington, Mr. An¬ 
drews. 


Tuea. Thur. Fri. at 3$ p.m. 
Wed. and Frj. at 9 a.m. 
Mon. Wed. And Eri. at IQ 


Tuea. Thor. and &at. at 10 
a. m. 

Daily at 1$ p.m. 


Mon. and Wed. nt 7 p.m. 
Daily ut 11$ a.m. 


Clinical Lectures by Drs. 
Billing and Gordon, on 
Sat. at 3$ p.m. 


Clinical observations oc¬ 
casionally by Sir \X. 
lflizard. 

The surgical lectures are free to students of the 


1st CL l/.l«.;2ndC.3L$& 
/two C., 01. t>jf.; P. 'tltf&m 
/st C. 3f. 3s.; 2nd C . tLU 1 
/ p.4/. 4s. : i 

1 st C. 3/. 3s.; 2nd C.2 
F. 0/. 8s. 


1 st C. 47.4s.; 2nd C. 31.3s.; 

two C. Ol. Ox. ; P. 8/. 8s. 
13t C. bl.bs. ; 2nd C. 4/. 4s.; 
3rd C. 3/. 3s. i I\1<M. 10s. 

1st C. 3/. 3s. ; P. 5/. 5s. 
3C. each 3/. 3s.; P. 10 /. 10s. 


Physician's pupils, 9 tnos. 
10 /. 10s.; 12 moa. 15/. lbs. 
V. 20/.; Apothecary’s 
tee, 11 . • 

Surireon’s pupil, 6 months 
21/.; 12 mos. 31/. lUl.; 
Li brary 1 /. 
anatomical class. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 

1Hr only lectures nt Ibis hospital are Clinical Lectures, delivered by Mr. C. Bell to 
the physician's pupils, and lectures on Midwifery, and t/te Diseases of H'orncn an& 
Children, by l)r. Ley. 

The cost of ntli-iid mice on the Hospital Practice is as follows :—Physician's pupil, 
0 mos. 10 /. H)s.; V mos. 12/. 12*’.; 12 mos. 11 Perpetual, 22/. Is.— Snrgeuiia 
puj*il: 3 mos. 10/. 10s.; (i mos. ibl. ibs .; 12 mos. 21/. Perpetual, 52/. 10s.—Dresser 
for 6 moa. 21/.: f»i 12 mos. 3l/. 10s.—Extrance fee to thn upotiieeaip, l/. Is.—To the 
secretary, bs. From the dresser the liouse-aurge-m is elected agreoublv l‘» his date of 
entrance. A pupil muvbe allowed 3 moa. dressing, by paying 10/ lOs. extra. The 
physicians and surgeons visit at 12 on Mon. Wed. and Sac. The taking-iu day is l ues, 
at 12. The out-patieuts are seen on Turns. 

Dr. Ley's lectures commence on Monday. Oct. Uth. 11 is terms are, for n single 
course, Si. Us. Perpetual, bs., which latter will give thi liberty of unending Dr. 
Ley’s practice at the hospital, The student, when ipialilied, will have opportunities of 
attending labours. 


WESTMINSTER IIOSPITAL. 

Clinical Lectuhv-S are occasionally given by the physicians and surgeons, and aro 
the only lectures delivered in this hospital. 

The coat or attendance on the Hospital Practice i* ns follows:—Physician's pupils 
(admitted to attend the practice of the physicians) for ti mos. to mjy 10/. 10s.; for one 
year, 15/.; perpetual, 21/,—Surgeon’s pupils (admitted to alt cud the practice of the 
surgeons) for 6 mos. 12/. IS*.; perpetual, 21/. Pupils are allowed in turn to become 
dressers without au Additional fee, on expressing a desire to tbat effect to the house- 
Burgeou. 






WEBB 8TREET AND ALDERSGATE STREET SCHOOLS. 

THEATRE OF ANATOMY AND MEDICINE, 
fPebb Street, ^Idme Pent1, Borough. 


a-and Lecturers. 


ft nil Physiology,, 
nitrations, &r.; 
ors. Grainger and Pit- 

.j with Mr. C. Mil- 

•. liird* 

Medicine; Dr. Boott. 

Materia Medica and Bota¬ 
ny ; Dr. Boott. 

Chemistry; Mr. Cooper. 


Midwifery, and Diseases of 
VVomeu aud Children; 
Dr. R. Lee. 


Days and Honrs of Leetnres. 


Daily, at 2 p.m.; Exomi- 
nationa weekly. 


Mon.’Wefl. and Fri. ftt 4 
p.m.'A r 

Tues, Thar, and Sat. at 
4 10 a.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 410 
a. m. Examinations 
weekly. 

Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 
4 p.m. 


Fees for the Course. 


Lectures and Dissections ; 
one C. bl. As. ; two C. 
0/. 8#.; P. lOf. 10#. 


One C. 4 l. 4*.; two C. 

6J. 6s .; P. 8/. 8 s. 
OueC.3f.3s.; twoC.4L4j.; 
P. 51. 5s. 

One C. 41. 4s.; 2nd C. and 
each ofter, 2 f. 2 s.: P. 61.6s. 

One C.31.3s.; two C. bl. As.; 
P. 61. 6s. 


Anatomy, 6{c. Mr. Grainger deliver* the introductory lecture ut 4 11 a.ra,, Friday, 
October 1st. 

Medicine. The first lecture, Friday, Oct. 1st, at 4 p, m. The same course will be 
delivered at 24, Gower Street, Bedford Square, at 8 a.m. of the same dayB as in Webb 
Street. 

Materia Medica and Botany. The first lectures on materia medica, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 
at J 10 a. m. On botany, Saturday, Oct. 2, | 10, and the courses repealed at 8 a.m. in 
Gower Street. A large cabinet is fitted up with good and bad specimens of every 
medicine now in use, und with botanical drawings ; all of which will be open to (he 
daily inspection of those students who attend (his course of materia medica. In the 
Bummer season. Dr. Boott will accompany students on weekly botanical excursions in 
the neighbourhood of London. 

; v Midwifery, fyc. Labours free of expense to the pupils. [Mr, Ilighley is authorized 
"to cuter pupils to all the above lectures.] 


MEDICAL SCHOOL, 
58, Alders gate Street. 


Classen and Lecturer.?. 

Dilya and Hours or Lectures. J 

Fees lor the Course. 

Anatomy and Physiology; 1 
Mr. Jones Quain. 

Daily, nt a.m. 

One C. 31. Ar.j two C. 
bl. As. ; P. 61. 6s. 

Anatomy with Dissections; 
Mr. j. Quain and Mr. 
Evans. 

Daily. 

One C. 3/. Sr.; two C. 
41. 4s. ; P. 61. 6s. Per¬ 
petual to all the above, 
10L10*. 

Surgery; Mr. Tyrrell. 

Tues. Tliurs. and Fri. at 

7 p.m. 

One C. 3/. 3 j. ; P.5f,5t. 

Medicine; Dr. Clipterbuck. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 

One C. SI. 3#.; two C. 


10 a.m. 

51.5s. ; P. 61. 6s. 

Materia Medica; Dr.C. J. 

Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 

One C. 31. Sr.; 2nd C. 

; Roberts. 

‘Chemistry; Mr. Cooper. 

10 a.in. 

tl.Sl. i P. 41. it. 

Tuea. Thur. and Sat. at 
11 a.m. 

One C. 41. 4*.; 2nd C. 
ill. is. ; P. 61. 6s. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of 

Tues. Wed. and Fri. at 

One C. 3f. 3#.; two C. 

Women and Children ; 
Mr. Waller. 

I<> p.m.. 

51. 5..; P. 


Materia Medica , Chemistry , and Midwifery, Perpetual entry to these three, 
14*. A cabinet of materia medica will be at all times open for the inspection of the 
Pupils, when duly qualified, will have ample opportunities of attending labours 
expense. Obstetrical examinations end conversations will be held, during the 
Vt Mr. Waller’s residence. Prizes as usual in the spring. 








WINDMIIJ, ST. SC—FEVER. HOSP.- 

-DEAN ST. SC. 

Entry to the lectureiHttificates of which are required at the Royal Co11mw|H 
e-eons, and at ApothedMss Hall, 32/. 11s. Perpetual to all the lectures, liHI 
The above lectures are so arranged, as not to interfere with one another, nor fH 
attendance on the practice at the hospitals. The lectures commence Friday, 

THEATRE OF ANATOMY, 

Little Windmill Street. 

Classes and Lecturers. 


Fees for the Connie*. 

Anatomy, Physiology, &c., 
with Demonstrations and 
Dissections ; Mr. E. W. 
Tueon. 

Surgery ; Mr. Guthrie. 

Medicine; Dr. Sigmond. 

Materia Med., Chemistry, 
and Botany ; Dr. Stew¬ 
ard. 

Midwifery, &c.; Mr.Jewel. 

Daily at if. Conjme>«e 
Oct. 1st. 

Not announced. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 4 
a.m. Commence Oct. 4. 

Toes. Thur. and Sat. at 0 
a.m. Commence Oct. 5. 

Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 7 
p.m. Commence Oct. 2. 

OneC.oZ. 5s .; P.15/. 15#. 
Old pupils, P. 101.10 

One C. SZ, 3s .; P. 5/. 5*. 
One C. 31. 3s .; P. to these 
aud Dr. Steward’s, 8/. 8.«. 
One C. 31. 3s .; P. to these 
and Dr. Sigmond’s, 8/. 8 a. 

One C. 31.3s .; P. 5/. 5s. 


Anatomy, Hfr. Mr. Tusou delivers three courses during the year, each commencing 
the first day in Oct. Feb. aud June. A private course of anatomical instructions aud 
examinations to gentlemen who wish speedily to qualify themselveB for the College 
or Hall. 

Surgery. Clinical lectures on surgery will be delivered by Mr. Guthrie at the* 
Westminster Hospital, and on the diseases of the eye at the iloyol Westminster 
Ophthalmic Hospital. 

Midwifery. Cases provided for pupils without expense, with clinical instruction. 
Apprentices of practitioners, resident in town, will he furnished with cuses at times the 
best suited to their convenience. Members of the Royal College of Surgeons, aud 
medical officers in the public services, will be presented with gratuitous tickets of ad¬ 
mission to the loctures upon application to Mr. Jewel. Gentlemen in actual practice, 
not members of the College, will be free to the lectures upon payment lor one course. 


LlhNDON FEVER HOSPITAL 

Contains sixty beds, has two attending physicians, a resident medical officer, and, 
taken altogether, is one of the best-conducted hospitals in London. The visiting phy¬ 
sicians are Dr. Tweed ie and Dr. South wood Smith, who attend daily, aud will deliver 
clinical lectures, if a sufficient number of pupils enter. The cases arc regularly taken, 
daily reports ore made, arid the books are left in the wards for inspection. The entry to 
perpetual attendance is ten pounds ten shillings. 


Theatre of medicine and chemistry, 
Ah. 1, Dean-street , Borough . 

Medicine , by Dr. Whiting ; on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, mid Fridays, at of f. m. The 
Introductory Lecture will be given Oct. 1st, 
at 5i p. m. Terms : one course, three gui¬ 
neas ; two courses, five guineas; perpetual, 
six guineas. 

Materia Medico, and Botany, by Dr. 
Whiting j on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sa¬ 
turdays, at i to 10 p.m. The introductory 
Lecture will be delivered on Saturday even¬ 
ing, at 5} p. m. Terms s one course, three 
guineos ; perpetual, at one payment, foot, 
guineas ; one course of theory and practice j 


| of Medicine, and one Materia Medica, five 
Iguiueas; two corn so s of each, eight gui¬ 
neas; perpetual tn both, ton guineas. Tlie 
lectures on Mm> iiu M>-tlu'n uill.be illn«traif-d 
by chemical demonstrations^ specimens of 
drugs, dried plants, and botanical drawings. 

Chemistnj, by Mr. Everittj on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, mid Fridays, at^ to TIT a. at. 
The Introductory Lecture will be delivered 
Oct. 1st, at \ to 10 a.m. Terms : one course, 
three guineas ; two courseB, five guinea*; 
perpetual, six guinea^' / hetnuul Manipu¬ 
lation. —Iusiruciv»iivh ajactioal che¬ 

mistry, to gentlefceuVishiog to study this 
science more especially, in the laboratory' 
connected with the Theatre; by Mr. Evetitt. 










DISPENSARIES AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

and Dataset of Ff'umrn awl land chemistry, in October, February, *nd 
bW Dr. Kuasell; on MoWlavs, | May, at a quarter before eight *.»t, lerras: 
>o~i and Fridays at J to 1 V-'m. — Lectures on tb« theory nnd practice of 
* course, three Ruiiiees; five | physic, and examinations; for one coarse, 
guineas; perpetual, sis gai-j 3 juhsaa; perpetual. 5 gmaeu. Lectures 
wptleinen entering to these lectures j on chemistry, materia niedica, and medical 
the cases of'the Lying-in Cha- { botany ; for one course, 3 guineas; perpe- 
dished in the Borough. j tual, 5 guineas ; perpetual to all the kc- 

___ \ ktures, 8 guineas. Gentlemen entering as, 

v [perpetual pupils to the lectures and medical 

*K«r medical SCHOOL, practice, are entitled to opportunities of 

S k Brewer Sim!, ir'mdmul’Slreet, examining dead bodies, and of attending 
linldm Square. \ • (gratuitously) theinfirmary for asthma, con- 
, , . . . ,1 A .i, sumption, bee. Evening examinations nnd 

Anatomy, physrology pathologj, do- clini l c ,, iMlrottiomi w ;n be given on alternate 
monstrotiuns, and dissections, by Mr. ; , , icll rfl , ne dicai students may 

£t, .“iaVfi obtain gratuitous admiasioo. 

who have entered elsewhere, perpetuftj, - 

(>/. 6s. The principles aud practice of me- j GENERAL dispensary, 

diciue, by Dr. Itynn, one course, M 3*.; Aliasente Street. 

perpetual,.)/. jv. The principles and ope -1 . ' . . - 

rations of surgerv, by Mr. Sleigh, ou«, , .^tendance on the medical practice of 
course, ill. its. : perpetual, 4/. 4r. Chemis-1institution is permitted. During tlio 
try, MaUra Medics, and Botaiiv, bv l)r. I w,I,ter season, gratuitous clinical aud other 
Kims, one course, 41.4s.; perpetual,(it. 6s. i !«*«"» are delivered weekly. A cabinet 
Midwifery, and the diseases of women and! 0 * inaleria m -dica is kept for the use or 
children, bv Dr. Uynii, one course, 31.3s. ; i P“l>‘ ls - Consulting-physician, l)r. George 
perpetual, id. 3s. Natural PhUosonbv. l,v! U'rkbeck. Physicians; Dr. Clutterhuck, 


Mr. Browne, on? course,: 


Dr. l.mnbe. 


Natural Philosophy, by ■ Birkbeck. l*liyi 
course, ill. l 2s .; perpetual,! nn “ * r *-> . - 

4/. 4s. Perpetual to lectures on practice of " tft *. and Sat., at 1 p.m.; Dr. C. 1. Lo- 
physic and midwifery, 8/. 8s, A system of j herts, Mon. and i huts., at 1 p. in. Terms, 


catechetical lectures on anatomy, physio* 
logy', pathology, and surgery, by Mr. 
Sleigh. The pupils of this class, free; to 


j for au unlimited period, seven guineas. 

Surgery \ Mr. King, four years surgeon 
inhere for the season, 31.3s. The school! interne at the Hotel I)ieit, and late of the 
will open with Mr. Sleigh's introductory j AMersgate Street School, intends delivering 
lecture, on Friday, Oct. the 1st, at P p. m. j complete course* of lectures on surgery atul 

- j medical jurisprudence during the ensuing 

SVRUEY uispLNSARY, I session. The arranger m* tils are not yet 

rnin Street, Iterant*. ! !i,,al * y compUiUn!, but we believe Mr. King 

. *■ ha« it. also iu cn:itt‘m:d.t’ii>a to form a new 

Medical Practice. Pupils entering to j sclio d, the leivi.ng principle of which is to 
tins institution are entitled to '•‘ttond every ; ll(ij .< t j |al ,, wna „ m i„h. n -,ts of the 
day in the week (Sundays excepted;. Cl;- j j, u: , iis nhouM i'ma the basis of all its regu- 


nicnl observation* upon i!u*cus“js&nd clini¬ 
cal lectures wi.l be delivered by the physi¬ 
cians. WeuVy examinations by tie* apothe¬ 
cary' in mutriia im-dica, plr.irn>:iceutival 
chemistry, and liio practice of phvsic. Bo* 
tanical drawing;:, and a collection ot materia ! ,, 0 • „ 

niedica, are kept for the use of she pupils. J 1 ,m d “ Iy at 9 
Physicians; Dr. Fi-rh**?:, Dr. Hoc, Dr. 

Whiting.—Terms of at tendance, for six 
months, 51. 3s .; from si?; to twe lve months, 

71. 7s.; perpetual, 1~/. It-.*, 


lations.” 

Anatomy and Surgery. Mr. Car put*, 72, 
D j hu S' t ot, Soho, will commence his lec¬ 
tures on Friday, Oct. 1st, and continue 


CENTRAL INI IKMAIIY A Ml DISPENSARY, 

Grevillc Street, Hatton Garden. 

Gentlemen are mipiiud to ntt-.-»d the 
medical and suryied^.. 1 ;c.:i<je of the institu¬ 
tion. Terap'tum^ ; ^Vt r .:nilance; perpe¬ 
tual, 8 guineas; twelve months, 5 guineas. 

Dr. It a mad ge commences his lectures on 
medicine, materia niedica, medical botany, 


Anatomy, Physiology, and Surgery. Mr. 
fJeriuott, Westminster Dispensary, 9, Ger- 
rnrd Street, Soho, will give Lectures and 
Pi morifitratioii*. Lectures, daily, half-past 
throe v. m. Demonstrations, half-past ten 
a. m. Dissections continued through the 
Jay. The introductory lecture, half-past 
three p.m., October 1. Perpetual to the 
whole, 10/. 10*. Uld pupils, 51. 5s- Gen- 
ihmoa in practice, gratuitous. Piivate 
catechetical instruction till qualified to puss, 
5/. 5 s. 


PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 


Surgery. — Mr. Howship, 21, Saville- 
tow, will commence a course of lectures on 
the principles aud practice of Surgery, on 
the first Monday in Oct. at eight p.m., and 
continue them every evening, (Sundays ex¬ 
cepted) at the same hour. Two courses 
given during tho season, which begins 
in Oct. and terminates iu June. The weekly 
examination of the students is held every 
Saturday evening, from nine to ten. Terms? 
each course, three guinea*; perpetual, five 
guineas. Medical officers of tho army or 
navy, on presenting a letter of introduction 
from the heads of their respective depart¬ 
ments, will be considered entitled to a card. 

Anatomy, Physiology, ij-c. Mr. Greville 
Jonei, 8, Hatton Garden, will deliver a 
course of two divisions on the above 
branches, and on their application to pa¬ 
thology and surgery; with daily examina¬ 
tions and dissections. Terras, one course 
of lectures, 41. 4s. Oue course of de-1 
monstrations, 31.3s. Perpetual to the whole, 
10/. 10*. Private instruction is also afford¬ 
ed. Commence, Tuesday, October 5, at 
half-past two p.m. 


the wlp>le of the lectures, d< 
&o., 10/. 10*. 



rgery. Mr. Evans Kiadoiec 
aence bis course of lectures out 
ciples and practice of surgery, o 
of October, at 8 r. m., at his reaid 
Tavistock Squ«fe, and to be c 
daily. Two courses will be delivered dm 
the season, commencing as above 
ending in May. Each perpetual pupil 
have an opportunity of performing nearly 
olt.the^operations in surgery on the dew 
subject, at Mr. Evans lliadore’s expense, 
and under his instructions, and every pupil 
may perform the minor operations, includ¬ 
ing the application of dressing and band¬ 
ages, tho stetboscooe, stomach pump, &c« 
An examination will be held every Saturday 
evening after lecture. Terms, two courses, 
31. 3s .; perpetual, 51. 5s. 

Anatomical Demonstrations and Dissec¬ 
tions. Mr. Lowe VV r heeler, 18, Giltspur 
Street, will deliver two courses in the sea¬ 
son, at 11 a. si. daily, commencing on 
Saturday, Oct. 2. Terms, one course* 31.3s, 
Perpetual, 8/. 8s. 


Anatomy , Physiology, Pathology , and 
Surgery. Mr. 11. Mayo gives two courses 
of lectures annually ; one of which com¬ 
mences on the 1st of October, and termi ¬ 
nates towards the middle of January; the 
second commences on the 20th of January, 
and terminates early in May. A lecture is 
given daily (Wednesdays excepted), be¬ 
ginning at half-past two o'clock. A room 
is opened for dissections from the 10th of 
October to the 20th of April; during this 
period an anatomical demonstration will he 
given daily by Mr. Tatum. Examinations 
are held twice a week. Terms of anato¬ 
mical lectures : 1st course, '»/. 5s.; 2nd 
course, 4/. 4s.; 3rd course, 31. 3s, ; perpe¬ 
tual, 10/, 10 *. Demonstrations aud dis¬ 
sections, each course, 31. 3#.; perpetual, 
101. 10 *. . 


Anatomy, Physiology , and Diseases of 
Domestic Animals. Mr. Youatt, 3, Nassau 
Street, Middlesex Hospital, will bogin two 
courses of sixty lectures each on the above 
branches, on Tuesday, Oct. 1*2, at 8 p.m., 
and continue them on each Tuesday, Thurs«*‘ r 
day, and Saturday, at the same hour. These 
lectures will illustrate to the medical stu¬ 
dent the adaptation of structure in domestic ' 
animals, to the various purposes for which 
they were destined; the modification of 
function which a variety of organisation 
occasions ; uud the character and treatment 
of disease resulting from difference of struc¬ 
ture and function. To the veterinary pupil 
and umuteur the lectures present au equal 
source of interest. Terms, each course, 
3/. 3*., or both courses, 51.5s. 


Anatomy and Surgery, Mr. Smith, 47. 
Gerard Street, Soho Square, commences hit 
lectures ou anatomy and physiology, with 
demonstrations and dissections, the first 
week in October. Anatomy and physiology, 
* lecture daily. Single course, 3/1 3 *.; two 
courses, entered together, 51. 5s. Demon¬ 
strations with dissections, &c., by and under 
the daily superintendence of Mr. Smith : 
tingle course, -St, 3*.; two courses entered 
together, 41. 4*. For entry to anatomy, 
demonstrations, surgery, and examinations, 
•ingle course, 51. 5m. ; two courses entered 
together, 8/. 8*. Principles, practice, and 
operation of surgejy, a lecture three times a 
week; single course, it 2s. Perpetual to! 
No. 369. 


Physiology, Pathology, and Morbid Ana¬ 
tomy. Mr. Wade will deliver a course, of 
lectures at the Westminster General Dis¬ 
pensary, 9, Gerrard Street, Sabo, at 8 p.m. 
every Tuesday during the season, commenc¬ 
ing Oct. 5th, on the above subjects, in illns- 
tration of their piactical application to me¬ 
dicine and surgery. Terms: one’eourse, 
1/, Is.; perpetual, 2/. 2*. 

Medicine, Materia Mvdica, Botany , and 
Medical Classics, oilier, 32, Spring 

Gardens, inatrt«vii;uhufi&i~ U\, v tbe above 
branches. The ttVmsTor the winkle course, 
which is intended to be cummensurate with 
what is required .by the new regime of the 


PRIVATE SCH00L8. 



• Hall, ate 212. Medicpl offi- 
*n navy and array, half the fee, 
rta examinations, &c. prior to ^heir 
'•—iiUtions. 

Midwifery, and Medical Juris 
™. Dr» Ryan will, commence liis 
on these branches in October, 
Mpfilty, and May. Principle and prae- 
ji$f medicine, one course, 51. 5s. ; per- 
,t*al, 51. 5s. Midwifery, one course, 
<m!» &r.; perpetual , 51. 5s. Medial Juris* 
prudence, one coune, 22.2s.; ptWta’al, 
SI. 3s. Perpetual to all the lectures,\>2. 8s. 

- * • 

Medicine, Materia Medica, Botany, life . 
Dr. Tweedie will commence his lectures 
oa tlie Theory and Practice of Medicine, 
at his Class Room, No. 90, Bartholomew- 
close, on Saturday, the 2d Oct. at ten a. m. 
These lectures will be continued on Mon* 
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, till the 
conclusion of tlie course. Dr. Tweedie’s 
lectures on Materia Medira, including The¬ 
rapeutics and Medical Botany, commence 
on Tuesday, the 5th Oct. at ten a.m, and 
will he continued on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, at the same hour. Terms: 
Medicine, for one course three guineas, for 
two courses five guineas; Materia Medira 
and Therapeutics, for one course, three gui¬ 
neas, for two courses four guineas; perpe¬ 
tual to both courses, seven guineas. 

Medicine , Chemistry , and Materia Me- 
Uca. Dr. Ager, 85, Great Portland Street, 
commences his lectures on the above 
branches, on Monday, Oct. 4, at «$ a.m. 
Examinations are held. Terms—Theory and 
practice of physic, 1st course, 42. 4*. ; 2nd 
course, 3/. 5s. ; perpetual, 82.8s.—Chemis¬ 
try and Muleria Medica, the same. Single 
course of all the lectures, 71 7s .; perpetual, 
102.10s. The lectures on the materia me- 
dica will be continued every Mon. Wed. 
and Fri.; those on chemistry every Tues. 
Thnr. and Sat,, at the same hour. The 
lectures on the practice of physic will begin 
after the first course on the materia medica, 
two courses of each will be given every 
year. 

Medicine. Dr.G.Gregory will commence a 
course of lectures on the theory and practice 
df physic, on Monday, October 4, at 9 a.m., 
it the St. George’s and St. James's Dispen¬ 
sary, 60, King Street, Golden Square, to 
be continued on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, from nine *•* ten o’clock ; three 
courses are giv*n «• ««'r the year. The 

first comm .ices iu * *• :,er; thd second 
tfbout the'SOth of January ; and the third in 
Sjfay, terminating early in August. The 


lectures pn Variola and its modifications 
will be illustrated by a clinical commentary 
on cases in the Small Pot Hospital. 

Materia Medica, Medical Botany, fyc. Dr. 
Webster, in connexion with the above, will 
deliver a coarse of lectures on materia me* 
dica, medical botany, and pharmacy* on 
Mondays. Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 
eight to nine o’clock ; three courses are 
given in each year. A cabinet ia always 
•pen for the inspection of pupils. Terms t 
—For the practice of physic; one oourae, 
31. 3s.} two counea, 52. 5*.; perpetual, 
72. 7s. For Materia Medica; one oowrae, 
22. %s.\ two courses, 42.. 4* J perpetual, 
52. 5s .; for two courses of the practice, with 
two of materia medica, 82. 8s.: perpetual to 
both courses, 102.10s. Pupils are admitted 
to attend the medical practice of the St. 
George’s and St. James’s Dispensary, and 
of the Small Pox and Vaccination Hospital 
at St. Panoras. 


Chemisby, Materia Medica. and Medical 
Botany. Mr. Pereira, General Dispensary, 
36, Aldersgote Street, will commence a 
course of lectures on chemistry, on Satur¬ 
day, October 2, at ten a. m., to be continued 
eveiy Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 
from ten to eleven a.m. 'terms, one course, 
ol.os .; perpetual, 51.5s. And a course of 
lectures on tnuteria medica, &c., on Wed¬ 
nesday, October 6, at half-past four p.m, 
Terms, one course, 12. la.; perpetual 42.4.f; 
The course well illustrated, and examina¬ 
tions held. Pupilsentering to both of the 
above courses, for one course of each, 42. 4s. ; 
two of each, 52. 5s. ; perpetual to the whole, 
til. 6s. 

Chemistry , Materia Medica, Botany, 
Ufa. Mr.J.L.Wheeler, 18,Gdtspur Street, 
will commence a course of lectures on the 
above subjects on Friday, Oct. 1st. Terms: 
Chemistry, one course, 32. 3*.; perpetual, 
62. 6». Materia medica, one course, 22. Sir.; 
perpetual, 4/. 4s. ; perpetual to both, 7i. 7s. 

Chemistry.—-Mr. Biande and Mr. F*ra- 
dnv will deliver a course of Lectures on 
Chemistry, in the laboratory of the Royal 
Institution, to commence Oct. 5th,at 9 a.m., 
and to be continued every Tuesday, Thurs¬ 
day, and Saturday. Two courses are given 
during the season, which terminatasin June. 
Terms: The admission fee to each course 
is 42. 4s. ; or. by paying 82.8f., gentlemen 
are entitled to attend for an unlimited time. 
Gentlemen, who are in actual attendance at 
the medical and anatomical schools in 
London, are ml milted to attend two courses 
of the ubove lectures, ttpbti the payment of 
six guineas. Life and annual subscribers to 
the Royal Institution ore admitted to the 



private schools. 


above leclurea, on payment of two guinea* 
for each course ; or, by paving 62, 6$. t are 
entitled to attend for an unlimited time. 


Medical Botany. Mi. Houston, No. it* 
Grove-place, Alpha-road, will give two 
courses of lectures on Botany, as applied to 
Medicine, during the ensuing session; com' 
mencing on the first Wednesday in Oct. snd 
May, at eight a, k., and to be continued at 
the same bout every Wedneaday and Satur¬ 
day morning. Mr. Houlton has in cultiva¬ 
tion, at his residence, upwards of one hun¬ 
dred of the moat important medicinal plants. 
Terms: one course, one guinea ; perpetual, 
two guineas. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of Women and 
Children. Mr. Shipman,2, Guilford Street, 
Russel Square, will commence bis lectures 
on the above subjects, on Tuesday tbe btb 
of October, at eight o’clock in the evening, 
and will continue them every Tuesday and 
Thursday at the same hour. Pupils, when 
duly qualified, will have au ample supply of 
cases. Terms, one course, 91. tfr. j two 
courses, 31. 3s. j perpetual, 51. 5s. 

Mukinfery, and Diseases of Women 
and Children. Dr. Power, fi, Leicester 
.Place, Leicester Square, commences bis 
lectures on the above branches, on Tuesday, 
Oct. 5, at 4 p.m., and continues everyTues 
Thurs. and Sat., at 4 p.m. Pupils, when 
qualified, will have cases of labour to attend 
gratuitously. Examinations weekly. Terms, 
one course, 21. Is ; two course*, 4/. 4$. \ 
perpetual, 51. i5s. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of Women and 
Children. Dr. Thomas Blundell will com¬ 
mence his autumnal course on tbe above 
subjects, on Friday, October 1st, at 7 p.m., 
at 90, Bartholomew Close, and continue tbe 
same on every alternate evening at that 
hour. Pupils when qualified supplied with 
cases gratuitously, '1'eTms: For one course. 
31. 3s. ; Perpetual, 51. 5s. Army and Navy 
surgeons are freato these lectures. 

Anatomy , Physiology, and Pathology of 
Ear. Mr, John Harrison Curtis will 
commence a course of lectures on the above 
subject on Friday, 1st October, at 7 p.m., 
at the Royal Dispensary for Disease* of the 
Ear, 10, Dean-street, Soho-square; to be 
concluded rn May. A Clinical lecture will 
be given occasionally, on the mo*L important 
easel that oceor at the Royal Dispensary. 
The Royal Dispensary is open to Pupils. 
Terms: attendance, three mouths, .M. 5s.; 


six mctolbs, 81. 8*.; perpetual, 

tures, single course, 22,2*.; mm iihHBj i i 

perpetual, 51. 5s. 

( Forensic Medicine. Dr.'CPS^I^^BjS 
' will commence a course of lecWej ^^KI 
f rensic Medicine yftrly in October, life i | 
j tioultn of which will ahonly be inMlMi 


Medical Jurisprudence. Mr, 

Syder, Borough, will give instruction 
tn\ abqye branch, on Thursdays and Satur¬ 
days, it eight p.m. 

Tuition for the College, Hall, and Public 
Boards— Dr. Durie, 26, Thavies Inn, Hol- 
born, gives private instruction to gentlemen 
preparing for examination at the above in¬ 
stitutions on all the requisite branches of 
medical science and medical Latin, with the 
use of an arranged cabinet of drugs. Terms: 
Apothecaries’ Hall or College (private pu- 
|iils) per month, 22. 2f.; unlimited time, 
bl. As. A class meeting daily, and limited 
to six with Latin. Apothecaries’ Hall or 
College (each pupil), per month, 3L 3s„ 
pro re nala. Medical Latin per se in a 
class per quarter (twice a week), or per 
month (daily), each pupil, H. ts. ', private 
pupil* ditto, 42. is. 

Private Tuition for the College , Hall, 
and Public Boards, is given by Messrs. 
Harding and Evans, 14, Bcuk Street, Re¬ 
gent Street. Terms for preparing for ex¬ 
amination at each institution, 51. 5*. 

Tuition for the College and Halt. Mr. 
Hawker, 4, VVeatou Street, Maze Poud, 
Borough, will continue to form classes dur¬ 
ing the session, preparatory to the College 
and Hall examinations. 

Medical Classics. Mr. J .11. V nderwood,41, 
Leicester Square, will bold Latin classes for 
medical students in the Borough, on Mon¬ 
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, at half-past 
six r. m., comiupucing October 1 ; and a 
class in Leicester Square on Tuesday*, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays, at sevea P.M, 
Terms for the course, 31. • • 

Medical Classics. Mr. Dunne; 13, Man¬ 
chester Buildings, Parliament Street, Wsait- 
ininsur, bus au establishment (ox teachi&jg 
medical classics ou s new plan, the terms 
of which are—for one course, 32. 3s.; tWo 
courses, 51. 5s.; thrc^courses, 72. 7s. 

* ." I’h 
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ADVICE TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

I tal attendance, and for other puMuitt. If he 
be not attentive to these circumstance!, he 
may dud, when itis too late, that he has paid 
for " course!” which it will be impossible for 
bun to bear, as be map hare entered to 
lectures which are delivered, on similar daps 


fHE LANCET. 

i- ' 

Saturday, September 25, 1830.^ 


medical session for 1830-31 is just 


to commence, 


and the faces of mady fand hours, or he may have engaged to attend 


i are already to be seen in the 
Neighbourhood of the UniversitVand jhe 
larger Hospitals. The prospectuseirof the 
various schools have been issued, qnd'so 
numerous are they thai the counters of the 
medical booksellers groan beneath the pon¬ 
derous weight. Into the merits or de¬ 
ments of the particular establishments we 
shall not enter, but the pupil may find a 
few admonitory remarks on this subject that 
he might read with advantage in No. 318 
of this Journal. The student should bear 
in mind, that it is far more easy to .utter 
promises than to fulfil the obligations 
which those promises impose. The de¬ 
ceptions that have been practised iu this 
respect have led to the ruin of many de¬ 
eming young men, and embittered the lives 
of hundreds of parents. Young gentlemen 
on their first arrival in London cannot ex¬ 
ercise too much caution in selecting asso¬ 
ciates, nor can they too resolutely determine 
not to be influenced iu their selection of a 
school by tho advice of persons with whom 
they may be altogether unacquainted j for it 
is a well-known fact, that certain establish¬ 
ments place their " decoys," towards the 
latter end of September, and the beginning 
of October, in all parts of the metropolis, in 
order that the unprincipled schemers may 
entrap and plunder the unsuspecting stu¬ 
dent on his’first arrival in London. Too 
fauch caqtion, therefore .cannot be practised 
.§j)r the etudent. Before he engages to at 
And any one school, he Bliould well muiure 
the whole of hia arrangements, he should 
particularly notice^he time at which the 
««*oas lecijnjH^saT ** ijy delivered, the 
distance/f the claas-rooms from each other, 
gie hours that would be required for Ilospi- 


others at the very moment when hia pre¬ 
sence will be required at the Hospital 
The “ regulations” of the College of Sur¬ 
geons and the ...Company of. Apothecaries 
should be carhfully consulted, iu order that 
the entries to the lectures may be in strict 
accordance with the rules there laid down. 
An error on this point might cause much 
inconvenience, and a heavy, vexatious ex¬ 
pense. The Hospitals of this metropolis 
offer ample opportunities for acquiring a 
practical knowledge of medicine, and the 
student will be richly rewarded in after 
life if he be industrious and zealous in ac¬ 
quiring information at the bedsides of the 
sick. He should not, however, disturb 
the wretched sufferers by unnecessary 
questions or manipulations ; indeed.it were 
well if he woo'd refrain from interference 
in the absence of the surgeon or physician ; 
but when those officers ore preseut, lie 
should on all doubtful points Beek to obtain 
information. This is not less the pupil's 
duty than it is the surgeon's duty to 
grant it. The governors of the- Hospitals, 
we believe, are desirous, as far us they 
have knowledge, of assisting the pupils in 
the' progress of their studies; but those 
who have paid for instruction should 
bear in mind that a moral obligation is 
imposed upon them both by their re¬ 
latives and by society, to insist upon 
receiving that instruction for which so 
high a charge is made. If the surgeons and 
physicians fail to fulfil their contract, the 
student should appeal to the public through 
the press, not however until a respectful 
appeal, made in the proper quarter, has 
failed to accomplish the wished-for object. 
Those pupils who enter to the practice of 



ELECTION Of CORONER. 


ST. J. LONG.-CORONER.-MED. CHIR. TRANS. 

tlic* hospitals, ought to require that the imagine that St. John Lono 
names of the diseaaea with which the pa* son of a Peer, for the law of 
tients are afflicted should be attached to hrt certainly been most fen 
the beds, that doe notice of aTl operatio&MUterests. 
except those performed upon emerged^, r, 
should he posted in the surgery of tbe 
hospital or the lobby of the theatre, anA 
that a case-book, containing a' succinct ac¬ 
count of each disease, together with the 
medicines ^prescribed in the treatment, 
should be fcflpt in every ward of the hos¬ 
pital. Further, the pupils should call on 
the surgeon or physician to explain orally, 
immediately lifter leaving the ward, the 
nature, ami peculiarities of the moat dan¬ 
gerous of the diseases, the causes of the 
most prominent symptoms, and the prin- j 
ciples upon which his treatment is founded. 

If the pupils would but conduct themselves j 
respectfully, firmly, and intelligently, the 
physicians and surgeons must soon very 
faithfully discharge the obligations imposed 
by their prospectuses, and immense indeed 
would bo the advantage that must accrue to 
the public from so beneficial an alteration in 
the present system. 



Wcjphstain from publishing any j 
if (h? latp contest for the office of Coroner, 
orVror: making any further remarks on the 
subject, than are to be found at the conclu¬ 
sion of our preface, because the number of 
qualified votes is not yet ascertained, and it 
is doubtful whether the issue will not ha 
made the subject of discussion in the Court 
of Kino’s Bench. 


ST. JOHN LONG. 


AtiRAVci MrN is were made for presenting 
n bill of indictment for manslaughter against j 
Mr. .St. John Lom;, to the Grand Jury; 
at the Sessions House? Clerkenwell, on I 
Friday morning last. As Mrs. Honms, one 
of the chief witnesses for the prosecution, 
was unahlo to attend in consequence of 
severe indisposition, we considered it to be 
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451. 

Or the three urticles contaiued in this part, 
the brat only, “ On the anatomical charac¬ 
ters of some adventitious structures,” by 
Dr. Hodgkin, will require any detailed 
notice. After observing that he has for 
some years “ enjoyed the opportunity of ex¬ 
amining a great number of these structures, 
and that bis attention lias been particularly 
directed to the investigation of certain ana¬ 
tomical characters which arrested his atten¬ 
tion, aud appeared to indicate general law* 
of formation pervading the whole clou/* 
Dr. Hodgkin proceeds to speak of the acci¬ 
dental serous membranes which occur in 
the form of cysts. These cysts, exclusive 
of true hydatids, or acephalocysts, (of 
which, however, he gives no definition,) he 
divides into two kinds, simple and com¬ 
pound, or those which have, and those whieli 
have not, the power of reproducing other 
similar cysts wilhiu their cavity. On the 
former of these, of which the vesicles ob- 


our duty lo move the court for a postpone 

ment of the cose to the next session, which | served in the choroid plexus ore perhaps 
request, under the circumstances, was of j the best specimen, Dr. Hodgkin •“ has bus- 
course readily granted.' It is not a little sin- hMh* t0 ofi'or; ’ on tbe latter he hah spoken 

1 natch more fully:— 

* Cysts of this kind. 


gular that the witnesses for the defence 
were in attendance in a snug little room on 
Clcrktuwell Green. Marchionesses, Ho- 


like those of the 
preceding class, are found in different parts 
of the body, but. t fry’ore by far tbe most 


nouinble Mian, Gniotala, and, in fact, fre ‘l“ ent '- v \'irb, hfc«* 

> size, ami present the greatest varwiy ot ap- 
dozeus of the “rubbers' nnd “inhalers j peamnee*. in the neighbourhood of the ute- 
wero in attendance. One could almost i run, but more especially in tbe ovnrie^aud 




DR. HODGKIN ON ADVENTITIOUS STRUCTURES. 

B broad ligaments.”—875, 


of these cysts are often 
jjr, or coriaceous, than membra'-. ( 
ttfceiT internal surface is alway^ 
Jess thickly covered with tumopra 
tions, varying in size and 
| flattened and scarcely-projecting vefl 1 
llfot lo complete cysts, filling up th<( whole 
qr 4 forge portion of the primary cSHytj* 
These secondary cysts are covered'^)y foe 
reflected lining membrane of the primary 
one, and are often filled, not merely'by a 
serous or mucous fluid, but partly by ter- 
liary cysts, arising in a similar manner from 
their iuternal surface, and covered also by a 
reflection of their lining membraue. These 
tertiary cysts sometimes cause, by their 
further increase in size, the rupture of the 
secondary ones, which then “ bear a con¬ 
siderable resemblance to mucous follicles on 
a large scale, and appear to be the principal 
source of the very copious and rapidly pro¬ 
duced mucous secretion, which is a charac¬ 
teristic feature in many cases of ovarian 
dropsy." After the cysts have been thus 
ruptured, and still more after the occurrence 
of inflammation in them, it is very difficult, 
or even impossible, to trace the original 
structure of the part. The secondary cysts 
4» either pyriform, or somewhat orbicular, 
.# of irregular shape, with a broad and llat- 
tfthed base, la the former case— 

It sometimes happens, that the number 
of cysts forming the cluster is so great, in 
proportion to the space which they occupy, 
that, like trees too thickly planted, they 
interfere with each other’s growth. Their 
development is more or less limited lo an 
increase of dimension in length. Yet as 
their free extremities are allowed to diverge, 
we sometimes find the slender peduncle 
gradually dilating into a pyriform cyst. At; 
other times the dilatation does not take 
place till near the extremity of the peduncle, 
ai»l then produces a cyst more nearly re¬ 
sembling a grape or currant. At other 
footea no dilatation takes place, probably 
fnm the cavities having been wholly obli¬ 
terated. These elongated productions some¬ 
times become highly vascular, and, in the 
defect of an internal secretion, contribute 
largely to that which occupies the sac into 
which they project, Sometimes, on the 
contrary, they aro v*rv feeblyorganigid, nnrl 
appear ultimately to Ijqpf.their vitality, in 
CQniequeuOe of the kind of strangulation 
iwhich they receive at the narrow neck by 
they are attached to the containing 


cyst. It would appear, that the peduncu¬ 
lated cysts and filaments which Lave thus 
lost their vitality, are a pretty frequent 
source of irritation to the Serous membrane 
.{•reflected over them, which constitutes the 
; cdyjaining cyst; the product of the inflam¬ 
mation thuB excited is of the inorganltable 
ki«3, and often forms a thick and grumous 
Substance, which sometimes may be washed 
out from the bunches of filaments, but at 
other times these come away with it, in the 
form of shreds. The broad and flattened 
cysts appear to produce a circumscribed and 
more or less considerable thickening of the 
parietes, rather than a prominent tumour 
covered by a reflected membrane ; they 
constitute, however, perfectly-shut cavities, 
acquire at times a considerable size, con¬ 
tain, in some instances, a serous, and iu 
others a mucous secretion, and produce in 
their parietes inferior orders of cysts, hav¬ 
ing, like themselves, broad bases and flat¬ 
tened forms. From the extent of their 
buses, the secondary cysts in this variety 
occupy proportionably a much larger space 
on the internal surface of the containing 
cyst, and by their development, although 
they increase its size, they seem more com¬ 
pletely to encroach on its particular cavity. 
In cutting into a tumour composed of this 
form of cysts, we may find, it is true, seve¬ 
ral cavities of considerable size, but we 
shall probably not find the greater part of 
the fluid collected iutooue particular cavity. 
Hence, in this variety of ovarian dropsy', 
fluctuation is often obscure, and the relief 
afforded by paracentesis only purt’ul and 
trifling.”—pp. 282—284. 

Although the three forms desevibed are 
generally distinct, yet they may all occur in 
one primary cavity. 

The enormous size to which these cysts 
often attain when seated in or about the 
ovaries. Dr. Hodgkiu attributes to— 

tr The obvious fact, that the system on 
which, iu the case of ovarian dropsy, these 
cysts are implanted, is naturally disposed 
to obey a stimulus which requires an in¬ 
creased supply of nutritive matter, and 
which gives rise to a proportionably rapid 
growth ; to the abundant supply of blood 
which the pnrts hnbitually receive ; and 
thirdly, to the position of these parts situ¬ 
ated in the abdomen, and tbeir consequent 
exemption front all pressure or restraint 
calculated to limit their development. This 
last point appears to merit an additional 
attention from the suggest ions which it ex¬ 
cites in relation to the operation of paracen¬ 
tesis for the relief of this form oi dropsy. 
As loug as the distress and iuconvenieuoe of 
the patient will allow ua to defer the opera- 
tioft of paracentesis, it is doubtless desir- 


DR. HODGKIN ON ADVENTITIOUS STRUCTUBBA 

tmoojpit djrauelr.i, ud 
cowing lien i«to trader 


•Mate do an, aucaeaea the prauura whudi 
the full aac itaalf ia able ta exert oa its con- 
taata, must bare a tendency both to diminish 
the rapidity of oecretioB, and retard tXe> 
growth of the inferior order of cysts. I| 
well known, that the oftener the operaj 
haa been performed, the ahorter is tJf 1 
terval which elapses before s repetiti , 
required ; and in the course of a very 
weeks a quantity ia produced as large, if not 
larger, than that which had been many 
months ia accumulating prior to the fust 
operation.”—pp. 297, 388. 


without very great oare the 
their structure may he ove 
Sequence of the pedunculated 

broken or torn through in a A.. 

Juon from that to which their maty] 
would naturally dispose t#! 
196. 


ThJje appearances cannot be show* bjf f 
Viipfrfe section, (the usual mode of eyijifatr 
iog such tumours,) according to the diroettctn 



Passing over those tumoure to which the 
name of " encysted” has in general been 
especially applied, and the contents of which 
ere often as different from the natural tex¬ 
tures of the body, as what he has especially 
termed “ helerologue formations/' and cer¬ 
tainly more so than those of the serous 
cysts, Dr. Hodgkin proceeds to the con¬ 
sideration of Bcirrhus, fungus hamatodes, 
qpd melanosis. All these adventitious struc¬ 
tures he considers os contained within par¬ 
ticular sacs analogous to the serous cavities 
just described, audregurds the radiating or 
cellular septa, so frequently observed in 
them, as the parietes of the secondary cysts. 

“If,” says he, “we carefully dissect 
down to the surface of oueof these tumours, 
we shall usually find that it has a capsule or 
covering, which has, I believe generally 
been supposed to consist of the altered and 
condensed cellular membrane of the parts 
which have given way before the growth of 
the tumour. This idea is probably correct 
with respect to the unequally thick external 
part of the capsule ; but if we dissect care¬ 
fully, and examine those tumours in which 
the process of decay has either not com¬ 
menced, or has made very little progress, we 
shall liud that surface which is next to the 
mass of the tumour, more or less smooth 
and even, and on raising it we fiud that it is 
reflected over one or more somewhat pyri¬ 
form bodieB, attached by a base, which is 
generally narrow and peduncular, to pome 
part of the circumference of the inclosing 
capsule, lluleas the tumour is very small, 
it ia much more commou to find several 
father than a single body of this kind, and 
os there is often little, if any, fluid inter¬ 
vening between them and the inclosing cap¬ 
sule, their form is some whin modified by 
their inutuul pressure. Sometimes, though 
more or less closely applied to each oilier, 
these peduuculuted bodies are perfectly de¬ 
tached at their Bides, and may, consequently, 
he readily traced to the point which forms 
the common origin of their peduncles. At 
other times, those bodies are so udberent 


of which, the cut edges of the cysts Witt 
up [fear as cells more or less irregular, or as 
radiating lines. The same causes, however, 
which have been mentioned as obscuring 
•the structure of the serous cysts, will of 
course operate, and even more strongly, in 
confusing that of the solid tumours in 
question ; the external or enclosing sac also 
is frequently ruptured, and the contained 
substance then shooting forth aud growing 
with much greater rapidity, becomes of a 
softer consistence, and much more irregular 
texture. 

The same strangulation of the pedicles of 
the secondary vesicles which we have men¬ 
tioned as occurring in the serous sties, 
according to Dr. Hodgkin’s opinion, also 
takes place in these tumours, and is the 
cause of that central softening or deCMT 
which bus been by some writers considered, 
as peculiar to them, or at least to one fqnft, 
of them,—fungus hicmatodes. :.T 

The tumours in question, Dr. HodgkM' 
considers as essentially new formations ; he 
admits, however, that the surrounding 
structures, more especially the cellular 
mewbrune, by a kind of sympathetic action 
often degenerate, or are converted into “ t 
substance in some respects resembling that 
of the original tumour," though wanting 
t hat structural arrangement by which the 
latter is characterised. With regard to *he 
term “malignant,” he confesses himself 
equally unable with other writers on that 
subject, to give an exact definition .of 
tumours or morbid growths tu which 
applicable, and therefore im relwenuraeHtaq 
the principal characters of those which an 
most tonimouiy thus designated j admitting 
at the same time that these characters are 
by no means certain or constant, aud that 
any one or more of them ia often wanting, 
and muv accompany other n^-malignuat 
diseases: — 



FEES AT THE L0!JD6N UNIVERSITY. 

r of lok-dojC 5“, f™*?'*’ 


HKiittffiiarpv nv i nvunw editor has contented himself with giving 
t&fjarlj . x ’ notice tbet he has referred it to bit snony- 

Jtnoug correspondent, and will recar to the 
10 7BE "* D,ctL «“•“* Subject ia .Tatar. numb.r. In tb. m«.n 

mt* BStor of The Lancet. 

University of London, P pWfte of the University, and of one of the 
Sept/ 22 , 1830. j'lj mfst considerable of the Loudon hospital 
g S jl fo ,—Tn a weekly medical Jo^atjjpf flSchools, from which the others do not mate* 
P^lth inst., a statement appearel on me rially differ. 

feiut of an anonymous correspond^,, prfe- That it may be of some value, it contains 

fasting to show that the expense i>f rabies) not only the fees but the hours of instruction 
education ia the University of LondonJfeas given for those fees : for nothing is so vague 
one-half greater than in the other London as the term course ; it may mean one month 
schools. % 9 or twelve months of instruction; it may 

This statement is erroneous in almost consist of a lecture once a week, or of one 
every particular; and it is most injurious every day. The fee 1 have selected for 
to this institution, because the cost is a cir- comparison is that for a perpetual pupil; a 
eumatance which influences the student very thing as well known here as in the other 
powerfully in the selection of his school, schools. I assume that at the other London 
A letter authenticated by the signature of schools the lectures continue from the 1st 
one of the medical professors was therefore of October to the end of April, as they do 
sent to the editor of the journal in question, at the University, without auy other inter- 
correcting the mis-statements in his jour- ruption lhau a day or two at Christmas and 
nal, instead of inserting that letter, the Easter, 



London University. Hospital School. 

Horn* Perpetual Hours Perpetaal 
per Week. Pupil. per Week. Pupil. 


10 10 0 

3 3 0 

10 10 0 

| f> 5 0 
8 8 0 

8 8 0 

10 10 0 

4 4 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 


40 68 10 0 25 a) 18 0 


* The course of anatomy at the University is given jointly by Professors Pattisoo and 
Bennett, at separate hours daily, and the pupils have a right to attend both professors 
for one fee. 

f The demonstrator at both institutions gives instruction at intervals for several hours 
each day. 


It is true' that this does not include the 
extra fees paid by students not nominated , 
.by proprietors ; these fees cauuot exceed 
4L IQs'.; and as there are 1700 persons en- j 
titled to that privilege, it is easy to procure | 
a nomination. j 

Thus, it appears that in place of ihe in- j 
struct ion being fl2f. Is. at the Loudon ! 
University, und 46L 4*. at the other London ; 
schools, the difference 1b only 71. VJs. ; hut j 
the PUj^l receives one-half more time from j 
la^ftacherB at the University than he does I 


at most of the other schools ; so . that by 
dividing tiie sum by the time, the expense 
of the University is 1/. Id*., while that of 
the other schools is 21. 8s. 

That you may ascertain the accuracy of 
the above stnteiuent of the University fees, 
1 inclose a copy of the notice of the lectures, 
just published. 1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A Professor in tub Medical School 
of tub University of Lonoon. 



















LONDON UNIVERSITY, 


UNIVEH8ITY DIPLOMA, —IPOTHBCABIM* 
HALL, 


To the Editor of The Lakcet. 

Sib,—Ab tbe commencement of anq$// 
medical campaign approaches, every megA* e 
ber of the medical profession who possessha, \ 
the proper feelings of ardour in its pursuit,T b 
and interest in ita welfare, must look to the 
numerous sources established for the dif¬ 
fusion of knowledge with the utmost 
anxiety, to ascertain the degree of improve¬ 
ment in the method, or extension in the 
matter, of the various subjects proposed by 
the professors in their different announce¬ 
ments. 

The University of London has not been 
behind-haud in publishing its detail of the 
intelligence to be acquired within its walls; 
but notwithstanding the reduction the di¬ 
rectors have made in the fees of admission 
for pupils, which clearly indicates the con¬ 
viction they feel of having on former oc¬ 
casions overrated the value of their es¬ 
tablishment as a seat of medical learning, 
they have introduced into their paper an ar¬ 
rogant appeal, of such a self-important and 
charlatanical nature, that while it must 
tend to place the judgment of the manage¬ 
ment in a very questionable position, proves 
their want of correct information on the 
subject on which they have chosen to 
hazard opinions, and offer suggestions. 

In this age of refinement and extension of | 
literature, in which distinctions of learning 
are Bought for with avidity, there will be 
found a large proportion of individuals 
anxious to possess the M< Med. et Cbir. 

11, L. so temptingly displayed m the pro¬ 
spectus of the University; but the intrinsic 
value of these empty, unauthorized, and 
presuming titles must still be left to the 
appreciation of those immediately concern¬ 
ed. 1 trust and believe, the profession 
possesses too much intellect to allow the 
younger aspirants to become the dupes ofj 
the machinations of their vuunted sagacity. 

I presume it is fair to infer, that the 
quotations from “ tbe report of the Faculty 
of Medicine " would not on this occasion 
have been promulgated iu the University 
advertisement, bad not the managers en¬ 
tertained the views therein contained; 
therefore they must hold themselves amena¬ 
ble to observations arising from the pub¬ 
lication of opinions clothed in the authority 
of their institution. After expressing the 
opinion, that “ until tbe University can 
give the physician's degree, not many of 
those destiued for that branch of the pro¬ 
fession can be expected to take any con¬ 
siderable part of their educstiou iu its 
medical school,” it is stated— 

" Under the appellatioa of general prac¬ 


titioners are included two i 
medical men. One of themi_ 
titioners who hold a higbly-flM 
ink in the profession, who h«ve*3| 

:h time, labour, and money, to* 
ional education; men pot* 

' meats in the/ collateral i 
. practising their profession in tfl 
^scientific spirit, have the highest i 
he confidence of the public. Ani 
is, hearing the same appellation, coftjUfllM 
of\lmse who have acquired the right be 
prac\ice by possessing only the mi nim u m ut 
knowledge by which the license can be 
obtained, earned by the smallett possible 
expenditure of time and labour, and Who 
have consequently very imperfect profes¬ 
sional attainments.” 

*The attempt to divide the body of general 
practitioners into two classes, is absurd; 
and not less so is the forced distinctions on 
which this division depends ; there must in 
fill professions be members who will attain 
elevated stations by the display of superior 
acquirements, address, or connexions ; but 
when an equal degree of study is required 
of all candidates fur a certain testimonial of 
competency, it is too much to hear a party, 
for the purpose of puffing itself and tbe es¬ 
tablishment to which it belongs, cutting 
aud dividing, and venturing opinions on the 
maiimura or minimum of knowledge ac¬ 
quired by the possessors of a diploma, to 
obtain which, the legislature has required 
through its delegates a fixed amount of 
qualifications : it is true, in medicine, as in 
every other science, that while some shine 
as bright ornaments, others are deficient in 
clearness of intellect, or have been careleu 
of the valuable opportunities offered them 
of improvement; and huving obtained a 
mediocre position, are coutent to pass their 
lives without an effort to push on to the 
post of honour: but why are the general 
practitioners alone selected for division and 
subdivision on this account 1 when tbe tame 
state of things is notoriously observable in 
the higher grades of physician and con¬ 
sulting surgeon. 

Although “ the public possesses so little 
knowledge of the Jetaiis of a medical and 
surgical education,*’ has the council of the 
University any honourable or candid object 
iu view, in insinuating that tbe general pr&o 
tiriouiT is unworthy the confidence reposed 
iu hint, and that if his system of edocatitm 
were exposed, that confidence would be at 
an end ! Certainly Hot ; the only details 
with which the public are uot acquainted, 
are of a nature little calculated to afford 
them uny particular degree of pleasure ; and 
therefore they are not r mmonly made the 
topics of general cortv raatiou, nor would 
they desire them to be so ; but oa «J^re are 
few families who have not a medical a* ’»vaa 


LONDOlUdmrasifY. 



j it it quite dear they 
arriving at a sufficient 
Wtasd penetration, to pre 
e, evils against wliich the] 
illy cautioned; and to ' 
, r _ let of the profession"! 

• confided, without inquin 
iling himself a general jn 
^ f I know no subject moreMeli 

r Ttonvused, than auy change <jf a 
attendant, or the selection 0 ! 

I or surgeon, when a consults' 
deemed desirable. * 

I was at one time disposed to rea^ with 
grest regret the many severe observations 
that were passed on the system of the Lon¬ 
don University by tin majority of the me- 


ibe expected that the future apothecary will 
Ibid deduce to the taunts ud eerceme 
rhioh here of 1st* haen wmeMingly and 
iviehly bailed «t bin, for bi" auppoaed 
ificiency in classical ud pmfaiioiul at- 
' cents. ’nw nenbue of the Court of 
ninere hare bus laudably ud peraever- 
_„ly endeavouring 10 place that portion of 
be profession ever which tbej hare been 
peimitted to exerciae authority upon a firm 
buie of rcepeoubility; ud judging from tbo 
manifest improvement that bu already re¬ 
sulted from tbeir exertions, there cu be no 
doubt, that at tbeir plus become more fully 
developed, nod tbeir ejretem of education 
assumes a Hill more academic character, 
that au unspeakable benefit will be confer- 


2.1 C "1 y 7, ,,T,V • on the practitioner ud the public: it 

f ?, p r j “ dl “il>ecc ro es us, therefore, to give them our 

and interested motives, the little disposi*! ,_’ , _ „„ 

lion which was man,fated to take e favour- ' 0 " ““ d “PI™’ 1 ' “ '!*?» «“ 

able view of the raeasurea of ih.t est.blial-1 d “™“ rs <*»“% ““* d V K lm P“- 

ment; bur nowl am compelled t0r( , lrnc[|l «hd.ty ofconnectmg he.rproceedrnge with 
for the council, without the least conm, : “ ot,r,,s of »» mnworthy,^.gentlemanly, or 
over the legialature of medicino, being, in 1 “ rce ' , ‘ t - V d f“"l ,l, 1 0 " : ‘ Ue "‘fo ““ ot 
fact, the mere organ of a set ofli erarv ape-: lW th ™B hs ,' u “ be r" d,tecled “ b ‘ 
culators, who dispone of information ^ ur ■: Provement of the profess,on generally, mid 

certain sums of money, ha. thought proper. “'“““f' 1 T e „ m “* h *''« “* d '«P°« d *® 
to publish impertinent ud un'called-for'! ua ?? w “ l A™. « the m.jont, of 

observations on the class of individuals by; ‘ ; lnk, " 1 ? ““ d •!"'u>div,,| U ul» will 
whom they coufas their school is chieliv “ UoW ,h ™ “ * 

supported, to question ,n . positive mnnne'r " ,,d ^ 

their attainments, and offer the Uuiveraitv' tl0 “,- 0 co j a l ,etmt «« n tribunnl 

as . corrective of all tbeir defects: and whit i W0,U .”' “ 1 l“° r " on o! **"" “ rful ; 

baethi. Universitv done toward, the im-i"™ « 11,8 ,m “! f 

prdvement of the general study of medicine? I * lelr cim,u ' r »«■>*» them the powerofef- 
I answer, nothing, worse than nothin-: for 1 '""“f’ ... , 

that valuable lime which might have been! 1 b,r '.* 0,,r oWd ""’ t * mm 

profitably employed, has been nnssed 

hirn, n ;i ,1- __:_ ..s s 1 . 


turmoil and di&sensions, calculated to de¬ 
stroy all confidence, and render moat ques- 
tionable the stability of the establishment, 
in the opiniou of its best supporters and 
warmest advocates. 


And coiibiutit reader, 


Sept. 21st, 1830 


Aril. 


Lit. Thomson' and J’nGFFssofi 
Patti son. 


T<> the Editor of The Lanckt. 
Sin,—T hope you will do me the favour to 


I cannot close this subject without direct¬ 
ing the attention of the profession to the 
rules aud regulations of the. Society of Apo¬ 
thecaries; the unceasing ondeuvours of the 
Court of Examiners to ellect h progressive 
increase of knowledge in the cauilniutes for! 

it. diplome, deserves the warm,tst applause ataia „ Professor Harrison, who pretends 
nd support, lire legislature Ims confided in a contemptuous ignorance of <■ a Mr 
10 the judgmentof its member., , degree of, Thomson/' ,| lal d/,■.■/■/,«»,„„ j, ,| ie so „ 
jgy r w hich they have exercised will, con-: of Dr. A. T. Thomson, the professor of 
*de»ble foreught and effect; theregula-;Mat. Medic, of the London Univor.it,• 
tfou which they have framed Iron, time lo perse, who disdain. r„ enter into any 
time ,must have resulted from deliberation.■ public controversy with one who can so 
eradocted with cate, independence, an.I j fa forge- hinuelfu to pretend i-norunce 
intelligencej their demand cu the pupil for! of the man to whom he has aent Ilmen- 
HUonBauon, uas not even increased in ao; closed letter, and whom he has himself been 
sudden n manner aS to have the effect oi' : in the habit of employing as his aasiatant in 
overwhelming his miml j>y*too great au j the few operations lie has happened to per- 
exercueofhis intellectual families ; hot he i form ui thehoudun University J)i>penaary 
ha. heejr gradually drawn on, from cue iThi* Mr. Thomson is a [inchelhr of Medicine 
actjjiimmeut to another, until it may fairly! of Cambridge, and is practising in I™,!.... 


NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


onto the mi-lion of Ik* Coltye of Phy- 
deiuii. 

I am, Sir, 

1 out uniat, 

Aiu.I’mbkw, M. B. 


Lettn of Mr. G. S. Pattim, hi* Praf<Mt^L B 
of Amtomr ia the Dobenity of London, |JL 
to Alaxuuur Thoiuon, M. B. 


fi 


** 8, Old Burlington Street, 

" Aug. 13ih, 1828. 

'* My Dew Sir,—In compliance with your 
request that I would furnish you with my 
opinion as to vonr qualifications for filling 
the office of Curator to the University of 
London, 1 now address you. 

“ It is impossible for me from my own ob- 
serration to testify as to your skill in the 
ire&erration of anatomical preparations, 
oving never had an opportunity of ex¬ 
amining any of the preparations which you 
hare put up. You have, however, I be¬ 
lieve, presented (o the council specimens of | 
botanical, and other subjects of natural 
history, prepared by yourself, from which 
they will be able to judge for themselves of 
your skill and neatness in preparing such 
objects. 

“ Although I am not qualified to certify 
specifically ns to your qualification for the 
preserration of anatomical preparations, I 
can spenk without hesitation of your talents, 
vnur industry, and your zeal, in the ac 


W months «go y a j 

“ , a convict, was (_ 

cot, ia the Goa Ytk 
, white he had been i 
ter afloat, presuming e 
over convicts as .. 

on the bighawi 

Ms jurisdtodopt aafl h<tdS$ 

. body. The mwKflil i 
■reeled the jury by their erWenrt l 
ve/dict oF suicide, wbick wts teedih 
cot dia* Jjy the Coroner. Some of** 
conmts, lftore shrewd (sty professioejrifj 
so), than eithe: 



i either the men of sdenee or t 


of durance is nearly expired, and L lends 
U8,money upon terms, surely he could not 
have bad any motive to have committed 
suicide. These rumours reached the ear of 
the intelligent Mayor, Edward Carter, Esq., 
who directed the Borough Coroner to hold 
another inquest, and take the evidence of a 
skilful surgeon touching the death of this 
poor man. The surgeon on an examination,, 
found a fracture of the skull which no man 
could have given himself; found the throat 
so much lacerated, that the vertebra of the 
neck were partially severed, and what was 
of much consequence, observed, that tae 
small effusion of blood proved thut life was 
almost destroyed by the blow on the head, 
before tbe throat was cut; while the un¬ 
sealed bunds showed in corroboration that 
the unhuppy man could not have been bis own 


quisition of knowledge. The course of your executioner. A revised verdict was fouad 
studies 1ms been most extended; and tbe of wilful murder against a person or persoM 
manner in which you have devoted yourself unknown. Two men were subsequently 
to the study of natural history, and the executed on the most undeniable proof* for 
progress you liBve made in the different this offence, who had nearly been let looaa 
branches of it, should certainly qualify you on society to commit further murders, by- 


in a very eminent degree for the discharge 
of the more important duties of the situation 
which you solicit. 

" 1 roinnm, my dear Sir, 

*' Yours most truly, 
‘'Granville Sharp Pattison." 


NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 

To the Editor of’Tut Lancet. 

Sir,—D uly appreciating the advantage 
which the public would obtain by your suc- 
oeas in your present contest for coroner, I 
offer you tbe following examples of tbe in¬ 
sufficiency of non-medical persons to fill an 
office ao pregnant with good or evil to the 
public, according os it is well or ill dis¬ 
charged. 


the admission of incompetent testimony. 

Jn another case within a few months, 
another attorney coroner holds au inquest 
on a case of infanticide (so alleged), and 
a verdict that the child was born alive was 
recorded, and wilful murder against some 
unknown person. Well, this would not have 
been so very extraordinary had not all this 
scientific examination and discovery have 
been effected, without calling in the aid of 
any medical man whatever ; who, we affirm, 
could alone have been competent to have 
judged of this extremely nice and intricate 
point. We will not say Ab unO disct, but 
we will give another specimen. 

The smne coroner held his jury in inqui¬ 
sition on the body of some peison, whom in 
bisiufallibility of science he directed the jtny 
to find a verdict of "died of apoplexy. 
True, most erudite Theban, but was the 
apoplexy of the “ visitation of God,” or in¬ 
duced by poison administered t W'bo could 
inform him and the jury of this pofrt but a 


T»B FORCE OP TROTH. 


«n sot «IU ramrtiig 
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. ir, lost). 
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sit^ey mty exult orrr the rvprsbiort 
Mwolts; these are bat tbe weeding wav*»i#ul 
u>3 broken for n moment on the shore, while the 
treat tide i* still rolling on and gaining groflttd'wlth 
srery breaker . n 

« The people by-and-by will be Ihe stronger 

Jiyra n 


To Ihe Editor of The Lancrt, 

Sir,—W ith the views ami opinions of 
your correspondent G. D.* 1 do entirely 
concur; and were repetition necessary, I 
could add the result of iny experience in 
confirmation of his own. hike him also, 1 
take mv motto from the man whose sublime 
genius has adorned the cause of liberty with 
the most splendid gpms of poetry; not be¬ 
cause he has done this only, hut that to the 


opinion* •od matijietttt frf tU people wore 
in fcvow ttf indepeodence; 

J ' mnl 

-n«f those qualities 
(fee cjtiaen, and 
)£• mortiicctioa 
jm, end slandered 



die people, Kbit idtbcagfe die " march of 
ildM”ieay be retarded by the di*poeitiun 
of vulgar Kindt to vilify whet they cannot 
compreheed, it oeeeot retrograde, and el- 
— s starts whenoe it wea detained. 

be JettW of «other wespondeat, *«• 
licentiate of the‘London College of Phy¬ 
sicians,” * although it requires no com- 
meat, contains a statement which demand! 
a contradiction. It ia not true thit Phy¬ 
sicians have the power to infiiot a fine tor 
refusing to meet them: they are said to 
have an obsolete law, which expresses that 
u penalty ia levyable for refusing; to com¬ 
pound their prescriptions. 1 believe, how¬ 
ever, that there is not su individual of the 
much-abuBed class of general practitioners 
so base and " pigeon-livered *’ as to comply 
with the law from apprehension of the 
penalty. Let the general practitioners 
affranchise themselves from an irksome and 
degiading thraldom, by unanimous co-ope¬ 
ration, and while they leave untouched the 


grandeur of the poet he has added tbe j claims of the exclusives, let them fearlessly 
prescience of the seer. Kor why may we 1 a **®ft their own. 
not apply to passing events thes** pussnges, 1 T " 

which, to the language of freedom adds the 
inspiration of the prophet ? That we niav 
not do so, 1 see no reason, because, the 
weak but well-uienniog friends of voor late j 


opponent endeavoured to deride public 

l... .1 _ 


opinion by sneering Iv calling if the majesty 
of the people : it is the majesty of the peo¬ 
ple, and is of tt much more enduring dvnastv 
than any other. Had the judgment of those 
friends equalled the desire of success, thev 
would net have committed their understand'- 
iugs by so sorry a jest at the expense of 
good taste and truth ; nor would they have 
ridiculously confounded cause and effect, by 
supposing that the advocates of the people 
were the sole causes of the people contend¬ 
ing fer their rights; they would linve known 
that your addresses were not the excite- 
merits to the measures which, in their child¬ 
ish terror, they deprecated as hostile to 
good oilier, and desecrated by describing 
as dangerous to the state ! They would 
have known that you were the organ 
the per}pie, echoing their sentiments,- 
Hot appealing to their passions : they would 
bore known, “ that in their opinions, tin- 
people are seldom wrong ; ami Unit, in their 
sentiments, they .are never mi-.taken.” 
They would have known that both the 


I remain, Sir, 

Your faithful servant, 
William Auccsres Waloord. 
Speldhunrt Street, Burton Crescent. 

P S. The part taken in the 1st* contest 
j by Sir W. Blixard and .Mr. Headiugton ia 


• Vide T.wnr, pane WiM, Vol. II. 
the grad* . uf the medic.d profession. 


the subject of indignant remark, nearly 
thougJmut the profession. 'The degradation 
of those men was already complete, and 
needed not this last net to render it irretriev¬ 
able. kor Sir William it may he urged in 
exteuuutiou, that to a naturally weak in- 
! tellect ia added, the infirmity incident to 
extreme old age: but what shall wo sav 
for Mr. Headington? Although the first 
portion of the same excuse may he pleaded 
lor him, yet the remaining moiety of the 
apology will not avail him ; for notwith¬ 
standing Time has thinned bis flowing hair, 
ami he has arrived at that period of life 
when nii'ii ore rarely converts to more 
liberal opinions than they held before,—an 
age at which a sordid bigot never becomes 
you were the orgun of j a proselyte to toleration and improvement— 
ii. nir *■ an »<»'! at which the heart never glows 

with generous sentiments unfvlt before ; 
although he is a miserable example of man- 
hood without spirit, he is not yet so hu¬ 
miliating an instance of age without ex¬ 
perience as liis doting colleague Sir W. 
lilizard. 


lUSW-ilfi, on 


‘ W Vul, ll. 1889 - 3 .), of Linear. 




IRSSK SJtVER'AT ClBBAfcTAa. 


• Therefor* in toMnniag fop Mr, H/e 
hostility, remem btr that be baa forneurly a 
quarter of a earn my filled an oflee, wbfoh be 
must hive vacated twenty year* age bad 
bie Wiiiteolapel reapaigae-beea uader *b* 
surveillance of A rooiUaal wooer* Their! 
confederate oppoaUioa^ft the present <*q»- 
MOO ie quite coneUteijtwUh th* acteof ibair! 
whole live*, which bare been meet inf UkU 
teUMde agaiust liberalism, wbieb they have 
aJwey* deeewibedee *? iiteweUeB.” Who, 
therefore, eatt wonder that three worthy 
sea *UouW heee- acted «• they did, when 
the return of a medirel coroner would liave 

-placed tbit tutemtiag couple in a. light 
wWeh would let only surprise their pseudo 
admirers, hut also astonish the innocent 
creatures themselves ( It is worthy of re 
mark, that their combined efforts in favour 
of imbecility and corruption were the only af¬ 
fectionate intercourse they have ever been 
known to hold ; for though joint foes to the 
“ good reuse.” they have always taken diffe¬ 
rent roads in their progression backwards: 
indeed they remind us of lltuoooanti and 
the Tenor— 

41 These two hated each other with a bate 
found only on the stage ; . 

Sed strife arose, for they were so cross- 

• grained, 

Instead of bearing up without debate, 

Thai each pulled different way* with many 
an oath, 

4 Arcades ambu,’ id cst, blackguards both.’’ 

I shall anticipate any objection to the 
uncourtly character of the concluding line, 
in the word* of J uiiiu.H: '* If any coarse ex¬ 
pressions have escaped me, 1 am ready to 
agree that they were unlit for me to make 
use of, but I see no reason to admit that 
they have been improperly applied." 

W. A. W. 


gE-AiMEAUANCK OF THE YE1.LOW FF.VER 
AT UlBKALTAIt. 

[From a Correspondent.] 

I have been favoured with a letter from 
Gibraltar, dated the 12th of August, of 
which the following isuu extrnct 
“ The month of July has been un usually 
warm, and the heat at present continues 
very oppressive, the thermometer ranging 
as high as ninety degrees (Fahrenheit) in the 
Shade. Some well-marked sporadic examples 
of the autumnal bilious remittent yellow 
fever have appeared, and given rise to up 
prehensions little short of those that existed 
previous to our fever of 1823 assuming its 
epidemic character. It is very remarkabh 
that the Company of Sappers and Miners in 
the barracks on Hargrave’s I’urude, the lo¬ 
cality where the first cases .of the disease 


themselves ia that* 
chief sufferers ; and h 
week, sent sight reus j 
wbiob exhibit yellow 
Oiose of symptoms which, itf 
. r . s form qf lever} ia cm 
which, bU Excellency, the gov 
rel S$r Geerge Donj/hreordw 
to evacuate their barracks, «&d te : ij 
the shade on the neutral float* «1 
iher 'these cases are to •% 
presage of future evil, Jiao* not; m. 
shall* preload, at ao eaijf a petfo4 o. .... 
seaeou 4 , to offer an opinioa. although, beflre 
out by three or four other cases Which hare 
been admitted into the Civil Hospital, i| 
would not, perhaps, be thought presump¬ 
tuous in me to h&satd one. However, some¬ 
thing appears to be decidedly wrong at 
head-quarters; for Sir George lias said, 
“ that he cares not a damn for tbe opinions 
of any military medical man in the garrison! 
That they know nothing at all about the dis¬ 
ease ! !’* Whether we are to argue from 
this, that our principal medical officer (Dr. 
Farrell), 41 who,” to use tbe wards of Ben 
Joitson, 41 no sordid hope of gain, or frosty 
apprehension of danger, could turn a para¬ 
site to time, place, or opinioii," has said 
any-thing hostile to the “ importation ”-and- 
44 contagion” creed of o :r wo*thy General, 
f cannot say; but it isc.i renily reported, 
and L believe it t j he true, that the redoubt - 
able accoucheur of the gmiiso.i has been 
summoned to head-quarters, to report ear 
pecially on the above-mentioned cases! 
What opinion this sage lias (bought proper 
to offer to his Excellency continues a mys¬ 
tery, and is studiously withheld from all 
such plebeians as myself. 

“ A young medical officer in the garrison, 
who has been, not very remotely, converted 
by that most powerful of all agencies—the 
talismani 'c wand of promotion , asserts, in 
opposition to formerly-declared opinions, 
that none of these cases are yellow fever; 
but under what genus of disease he would 
wish to class them, he has not yet thought 
proper to make known. This gentleman is, 
indeed, one of those logical reasoners, the 
medical aim of whose conclusions it is not 
at all times easy to comprehend ; yet it 
argues, I thiuk, with some show of reason, 
that his object is further to attract the sun¬ 
beams of the bulamba luminaries to a more 
concentrated focus on his cabcza, by which, 
probably, lie suppose* its cerebral structure, 
might be warmed into a more brilliant and 
nergetic display of ideas, iu defending the 
visionary dogmas of these A frican worthies.” 

We refrain, for the present, from making 
any lengthened com meats on the above ex¬ 
tract, which, however, the importance of 
the sullied would almost compel us to do, 
but will content ourselves quietly i* await 



MR. KING.—COTlfi.ESPONDF.NTS. 


) of events ; and should oar next 

E from Gibraltar discover wtic 
ried on by our correBpoiWdqt 
used an epidemic characterVr? . 
^Merely trust that the enlightenedj 
y for the colonies, Geueral Sir George 
f, will immediately cause to be : dis- 
Jd to that formal, o'few well-emulated 
j p—»m C> 1 men of tried integrity, and possess¬ 
ingsufficient rank to prevent the repetition of 
«i»eb hole-and-corner work ns took place at 
the close of the epidemic of 1828 . We need 
not remark, because it is sufficiently Iftlown, 
that the gallant secretary above alluded to, i 
caused to be instituted a board of inquiry I 
into the origiu of that epidemic; but owing j 
to (he interested motives of some of ibei 
members of that board, together with the 
prepossessions of others, the iutentioqji of 
the gallant secretary had well nigh been 
frustrated; and frustrated they certainly 
would have been (for truth wa8 most clearly 
not the object sought by the majority of the 
members of the board), had not the un¬ 
bending integrity of Colonel Chapman and 
Judge Stowed, two of the members, pro¬ 
tected the opinions of the obviously con¬ 
scientious, from the insolent and ignorant, 
cross-examinations of two men, who, most 
unceremoniously, were foisted into the com¬ 
mission, as we have good reason to know, 
without the honourable secretary erer being 
consulted on the occasion. For our own 
part, we have no wish to see any further 
examination instituted into the origin of this 
fever ; for we have long since considered 
ad such fevers to be just as much the pro¬ 
duct of the soil as the potatoe ; but it is just 
and proper, that so loug as individuals art- 
found arguing for an exotic origin of the 
distemper, that inquiry should be allowed to 
take place ; and in such an inquiry it is 
most especially requisite that no persons who 
may be avowedly interested in support of 
this latter opinion should he permitted to in¬ 
terfere, without having, at all events, their 
designs and movements submitted to the 
most rigid public scrutiny. 


occurrence was perfectly unexpected and 
much deplored. We had never doubted 
tbat we should meet our very worthy and 
respected teacher in the ensuing season— 
that our acquaintance and connexion would 
be renewed but to be perpetuated—that 
the esteem, niy affection, which was so 
purely, so gratuitously offered, wanted only 
opportunities for its exercise to prove tho 
force of its sincerity. This was founded on 
no blind adherence—there was no prostra¬ 
tion of thanks : it wns the most natural tri¬ 
bute of generous minds, an honest expres¬ 
sion of their feeling offered to talent, urba¬ 
nity, and strict disinterestedness. We all 
felt that when Mr. King joined us, we had 
a valuable accession; constant in his at- 
, tendons, unwearied in his exertions, be 
j smoothed difficulties, and pointed attention 
1 to matters till then unheeded. The necessity 
of perseverance was inculcated, the object to 
be attained was pointed out, and higher 
stimulus to exertion encouraged. His really 
valuable instructions were offered in the 
moat unreserved manner, and in the most 
impressive form; and there are many of his 
pupils who will proudly acknowledge their 
value and importance, whilst they lament 
the suddenness of their deprivation. Whilst 
their attachment and esteem were freely, 
voluntarily offered, it will be matter of con¬ 
gratulation to both, that a reciprocity of 
feeling was engendered, which has been 
mutually acknowledged, and will be perma¬ 
nently recorded. 

An otn Punt, of the 
ALT>E llSOATE-STHEET SdlOOL. 

Sept. 8th, 1830. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

’ : Sm,—If tbp editor of The Lancet will 
appropriate a corner of his journal to the let¬ 
ter beneath, he will favour one who believes 
• himself honest in the expressions of the 
sentiment* it contains. 

In No. 364 of The Lancet, I was sur¬ 
prised and hurt to find that a meeting uml 
consequent resolutions emanating from those 
Of my fellow pupils then in town, too cer- 
tawly proved that Mr. King had ceased to 
be attached to the school. To me, and 1 1 
•m rtfre, to the rest of the absentees, this! 


Communications have been received 
from Mr. F. Partin—Mr. Saxon—M. J.— 
Mr. W. Priest—Recorder—Mr. Grafton— 
An Old Pupil of the London Hospital—An 
Apotliecnr/n Apprentice—An Apprentice 
—A Constant Render—Mr. James Baker— 
MrThonisa Hewett—Mr. Edward Clarkeoa 
—One—A Friend to Tiulh and Justice— 
Mr. Alfred Avrton—J. H. P—H, M.—Mr. 
Mmore—A Poor Assistant-Surgeon—Mr. 
K. B. Smith—Zets—D. S.—Mr. J. H. 
Dixon—IJr. Kilbride-Mr. W. H. Potter— 
Mr. 1), Hart—Mr. Vertu—Mr. J. B. Petlet 
—ll.F.—Fairplay—A. A. J.B.-A Junior 
t 1 °pd of tbe Loudon Hospital—Mr. Angel 
—A Constant Subscriber—A Friend—Ma- 
cliaon—A Subscriber, Southampton—Mr. 
TV. Eddowes—Mr. John James—W. W.— 
Mr. W. B. J nelson — Delia—A Medical 
Student —Mr. J. M. Walker—Mr. W 
VVette-Mr. G. Welker-Aaicuilator—W. 
S.—H. A.—L. X. A.—G. H. W.—S. B.— 
Mr. Tliomna Danes—A Friend to Medical 
Science—Mr. T. Johnson. 
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THE TOXICOLOGICAL RELATIONS 

OP THE 

SULPHOCYANIC ACID. 

Bn W. D. O'Shauounsssv, M.D. 

Ik the following observations, my princi¬ 
pal object is to point out the peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances uuder which the extreme sensi¬ 
tiveness of the meconic acid to the persalts 
of iron, may he rendered a certain test of 
the presence of opium in medico-legal in¬ 
quiries. That further remarks on this sub¬ 
ject are not entirely superfluous, is proved 
by numerous and convincing reasons. To 
these, however, ] shall not now advert, as 
they will show themselves sufficiently and 
more appropriately as we proceed. 

In the first place, then, 1 shall very briefly 
enumerate the chief chemical peculiarities 
by which opium and its solutions are distin¬ 
guished. 

1 shall next consider the principal imita¬ 
tive actions which, taking place between 
other substances, interfere with the decisive 
character of the evidence thus detailed. 

Finally, 1 shall notice the leading pro¬ 
cesses recommended by toxicologists for its 
detection, and either point out or explain 
how far each process is affected by the 
sources of fallacy which shall be deacribod. 

To many, I am aware that a recapitulation 
of the chemical constitution of opium is en¬ 
tirely unnecessary; but as there is at least 
an equal number to whom this repetition 
may be desirable, 1 shall proceed with it, 
though with the utmost brevity, and only so 
far as the chemical relations of the drug ate 
toxicologically concerned. The two most 
remarkable ingredients of opium, are mor¬ 
phia and meconic acid, which exist together 
iS the state of u neutral aaliue combination. 
The separation of the meconic acid from the 
solutions of opium, is easily effected by the 
agency of lead, with which it forms an inso¬ 
luble compound, so that the addition of the 
acetate oflead to a solution of opium, causes 
an interchange of elements; the mecouate 
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of morphia is decomposed, the insoluble 
compound of meconic acid and lead sub¬ 
sides, and (be acetate of morphia remains in 
solution. If this mecouate of lead be now 
subjected to a stream of aulphuretted hy¬ 
drogen gas, the acid is set free, and may be 
obtained by filtration and subsequent boiling. 
This solution is now found to possess pe¬ 
culiar properties, it reddens litmus, and with 
the persalts of iron assumes au intensely red 
colour. 

To this latter property of the meconic 
acid, toxicologists have justly directed their 
principal attention in their search for a me¬ 
thod of detecting opium in complex admix¬ 
tures ; as if, however, to baffle the industry 
of chemists, it bus long since been disco¬ 
vered, that the sulphocyanic acid and ill 
salts possess the same action with the per- 
salts of iron as the meconic acid, and that 
with an equu), if nut superior delicacy ; and, 
what is of the first importance, that the 
sulphocyannte of potass exists m the saliva, 
the bile, and oilier animal secretions. An 
evident source of fallacy thus presented it¬ 
self,—if not in actual analysis, at least in 
the logical precision required in medico¬ 
legal testimony. Though ■ lawyers have 
availed themselves of the notice taken of tbo 
fact, in works on forensic medicine, yet no 
attempt ha* been mude to ascertain whether 
the buiphucyunale of iron might he formed 
at all during the process for detecting opium, 
and, if bo, how the two salts (the nieconate 
and sulpliocvariate of iron) might be distin¬ 
guished from each other. 

To remedy this defect, I have applied 
the several processes recommended for; 
detecting the meconic acid; first, to solu« 
lions containing the sulphocyanate of pot¬ 
ass; and, secondly, to the animal secre¬ 
tions which arc asserted to contain that sub¬ 
stance. The results of these experiments.! 
now communicate under the impression that 
they may be of some practical utility, both 
us far os regards the discarding of deceptive 
processes, and the further elucidation of one 
which lias received the'sauction of the moat 
distinguished of all authors ou the chemistry 
of poisons, t 


y Vide Christiaan, p. 516. 
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titan bate c ;|h» i ' 

Jtjtyr ityj&Mtion of the iron lat 
•Oapected to contain opiow\ 
ri aU direct addition of tl»e pev 
i*on to the fluid under examine- 
_ ttcoud is the precipitation of the 
the acetate of lead, and the decoffi* 
of the precipitate hy the euphoric 
j the third differs from the second, 
ipantially, in this decomposition being ef- 
fcfcdby the sulphuretted hydrogen gas. 

To the first of these methods there exists 
ne great and almost palpable’ objection, 
namely, that the saliva contains the suTpho- 
cvanic acid in combination with potas* in 
such a quantity, that the addition df the 
pennuriate of iron is sufficient to change it 
to a deep blood-red colour. It is strange 
that though this fact has been long kno^n, 
it has only been noticed in the most super¬ 
ficial manner by the recent writers on the 
detection of poisons. Thus Dr. Clirietison, 
speaking of the meconic acid aod its effects 
on the persahs of iron, dismisses this fallacy 
iu the following words:—“ Onlv one other 
acid is so affected, namely, the sulphocyanic, 
a very rare substance.” I have also often 
found evidence of the sulphocyanates in the 
mucous fluid remaining attached to the vil¬ 
lous coat of the stomach, and it was more¬ 
over remarkable that this fluid had, ii*a!i 
these cases, an acid re-action o’*, ihe litmus 
test. For these r asons 1 believe it will be 


and d^terio«1ii*iment hod hc«n applied. 
On tbi* *kra, M-to fluid id Whiebit had 
been pMB&tfad, t Mituted a aeriet of ex¬ 
periments, ao daviaetf u to comprehend by 
tbeir indications, wraanic,antimony, copper, 
silver, and the <oiwsi»e a«d«. The fiaid 
reddened litmoa slightly, end contained 
stm eh in solution, resulting from some par¬ 
ticles of a poultice which adhered to the 
skin. Nitrate of baryta caused in this a 
white precipitate, which, when treated 
while moist, with the nitric and sulphuric 
acids, became of a reddish colour, inclining 
to violet, precisely of the same tint os minute 
portions of the iodide of starch assume in 
complicated mixtures. These phenomena 
strongly indicated the presence of hydriedic 
acid ; but as the nitro-muriste of platinum 
was not affected by (he fluid, and as, in sub¬ 
sequent experiments, I found the sulphuric 
acid to produce the same effect on several 
albuminous precipitates, J considered that a 
sufficient source of fallacy existed in these 
experiments, to render inadmissible any 
testimony founded on their results. 

To the third process I have in the last 
place to advert; it consists in decomposing 
the supposed meconate of lead, by sulphur¬ 
etted hydrogen gas. It is recommended by 
Dr. Christison.and I am happy tube enabled 
lo add my feeble evidence in support of its 
great superiority over every oilier hitherto 
recommended. Its chief excellence how- 


admitted tV-i the direct addition of the per- ever, Dr.Christisoubus omitted to mention, 
muriotc of iron to a suspected fluid, can and which cousims, in the first place, iu 
n*»er afford satisfactory indications of the its entire freedom from the fallacy of the 
meconic acid. reddening of albumen by the sulphuric acid ; 

The second mollification of the process is and, in the second place, in the necessary 
also liable to some important fallacies. The removal of every trace of sulphocyanic acid, 
acetate of lead, added to various organic or its compounds, which is perfectly nceom- 
fluids, while it precipitates the mnriates, plished by the washing of the precipitate as 
phosphates, fee., which they contain, also ihe directs. Nothing can point out more 
causes an abundant deposition of organic strongly than this, the value of minute prac- 
inatters, especially albumen ami casein. Ifitical directions as to the manipulation of 
to a precipitate- of this kind strong sulphu-• toxological analysis. In this instance, any 
ric acid be added (in the quantity recom- j sulphocysnate of lead which may have been 
mended by the proposer of this method of funned, is dissolved away by the water 
decomposing the meconate of lend), the employed in the. ablution of the precipitate, 
fluid will, in a very short time, assume a Thus if the sulphocyanic and meconic acids 
reddish tint, not at "all dissimilar to the me- be mixed together, and the acetate of 
conate and sulphocyanate of iron. This!lead be added, a precipitate falls down 
effect is produced by the nciion of the sul-1 which, when washed carefully, and decom- 
•Iphuric acid on the albumen attached to the j posed by sulphuretted hydrogen, affords the 
metallic precipitate, no action first pointed; meconic acid. Again, if the fluid remaining 
'out by Dr. Hope, the professor of chemistry ' after the precipitation be filtered, and tested 
'in the University of Edinburgh, but never [with the permuriate of non, it will afford 
before (at least as fur ns 1 am aware) applied the red sulpbocyanate of that metal, 
to the elucidation of difficulties in tliisdc-; When I first commenced experiment? on 
partment of analysis. Its importance is,; this subject, my object was to find out a 
however, by no means trivial, as it is con- j method bv which two red solutions of the 
cernrd, not only in, the. search for opium, 'same tiut. one the meconate, and the other 
but in several other analogous invrstigo-: the Bulpbocyanate of iron, might be dis- 
tions. On a late celebrated inquest, 1 was j tinguished from each other, in the pure 
intruated with a portion of skin for analysis, j state this is easily effected by diluting both 
to which it was supposed some irritating ! with distilled water, to a very light and 


solution of cAZorutc, while the meconate j chest .' . * . , 

does not resume its redness under the same | When opposite opinions in , 
treatment. 4’o these experiments, however, j ty eminent individuals, we necemnlyjpp 
I do not attach much practical importance, s u ®« either that tbe question is so swiBfts 
as, in tho first place, they requite extreme aa to elude demonstration, or that , their 
attention to the quantity of the perrauriale theories are deduced from ftuse oils. The 
of iioa employed in striking the original red kMw conjecture I ahsU endeavour to prove 
colour, oa a minute excess of the salt of iron *■, the case. It is imagined, then, that the 
completely obscures the distinguishing cha- hears requires Borne stimulus to excite it to 
racters thus described. In the second motion. Not a more erroneous notion ever 
place, various animal fluids interfere with prevailed! It originated iu the dawn of 
the actions to a very troublesome degree. science, when the physiology of the nervous 
In conclusion. I may observe, that my! was as imperfect us its anatomy was 
aim in the preceding observations, has rather j unknown. Such is the iuflucnce of the 
been to collect together some isolated nd »«" sympathetic! on the organ it supplies, 
scattered chemical facts, and to apply them j ^mt it nut only endows them with the 
to the purposes of ibis particular branch of! power of tnoviug independent of the will, 
analysis, than to advance any iiQrel or |*e«{hut it enables them to perform continuous 
culjar opinions. At any rata, atteniion to j alternate contractions and dilatations quite 
these facts and explanations may contribute J independent of tv try other material agency. 
in some degree to prevent the confusion ■ * have alluded to a fact, that the heart will 
which might be occasioned ou a cross-ex- i contract alter its removal from the body; 
animation, by interrogatories respecting tbe j 1 may adduce another equally valid in 
fallacies attributed to the agency of the ! ol my position. Having introduced 

•ulphocyanic acid. ni y hand into the thorax of a dog, I grasped 

t nminn tJ,e tw0 vww “»*, w M to preclude the 

« ^ entrance of blood iota .bo b!art. tVbst 

K?tb September, tlhlO. WM ,| ie [6 Vct? Why the action of tb« 

_ heart was still maintained ! Though some* 

1 what enfeebled, it continued to dilute and 

„ . contract alternately and regularly. The 

UN Ini’, HhAK 1. circumstance, whirh seemed remarkably pe- 

n u \V». Dobson Sut-imm. coliar, was. the diastole, both of the tmri- 

. . cles and ventricles, was apparently more 

Since the lime of Harvey, the action of j energetic than the systole. In thisexperi- 


ON THE HEAK1. | circumsiance, whirh seemed remarkably pe- 

liu lVx, Dosson, Surgeon. j coliar, was, the diastole, both of the auri- 

.. , . , _!cles nnd ventricles, was apparently more 

Sixes tbe note of Hurt.)-, the action of, e „ eIgetic lbill tllL . syaot ,,. u,i, .xuni. 
tU*h«,,th». been founded on sens,blllty. , willwarf thu following pheM- 

1 iiongh ibis organ is supplied with nerves rot , na ._ 

wl,lrli endow it with the power of it.rol.m- , pi,.,, (i „ riog tbe JimMe of the Ten- 
ter, mot,oo, yet it 11 i conceived requuile UK . ks , bM , t won vi.il.lv augmented in 
tl.nt seme stimulus should be applied to uud aat dining ll.e'ri.«5o/e, it »•„ 

bvittg il into pin}'; uud however paradoxical wlien tlie „ rokl . „ inst tl „. , id|? „ f lbe 
it may appear, ,ti. nnvertbeles, true, that tll0r „ 0l . cum .<i, 011 |y , b , b(lt 

the heart will continue its action when re- , 1|fi 8 , lr lhc„ of the heart, intpiriwd 

moved from the body. it.:,,;,,.- tl,.- thoracic wail. 

Ibemotions .1 the heart are coiiceire.1 to, t |,, sy ,M e of the ventricle.,; 

mult from the age,icy of lha blood in its; llie Wal , dM „Mcd iu n.-c, and receded 
cavities, acting cither by some u,herein j inl „ , bl . tb(lr ., Ut 

stimulus in tlie blood, or by distending t!,o j Ueraem ,,„i„, ,|, at , as’taught in th. 

fc T"' >ur “ con »' imW ' ! I’*'■ i schools, this stroke of the heurtoguiust the 
nnd I have been enppl in exsouiiiog the, cbcst r „ ulled frmu t |„ M rtu endeavouring 
uatur. ol the emulation, hut other nec.»- ,, rlli ils ,|f, w |,e.i blood wu thrown 
«aryen g .geme.,tt huvo prevented ute giv ill3t lbe dlM1- To 
tag publicity to my observsttoas ; and 1 obviate tins efl'rcl I grasped th. .sum cut, 

..—-- and thus removed tliai attributed cause, but 

• I MV remark liere.tl-sl >« vreat i» tlie Muenrr 'it* pheumuoua occurred as before. 

Ilf alkaline ur earthy cnrtmnnirs over the eo our of These experiments nnd observations were 
the mlphocyiinslc of trnn, that tlie siMitiwi t.f miide nt the lenst twt*lve mouihs ago; coa- 
‘fhameswster, In an equal v. lome, w ill dwoloi l*r a I ° 

■ deep red solution of that salt. j jj g 









r phenomena were also noticed. 
I period I hope to Iny before 
• readers a more detailed state- 
1 these few remarks, however, 
i of value, 1 shall feel obliged by 
f insertion. 

t Arabella How, Pimlico. 


OBSERVATIONS 


MR. WINSLOW ON DEBILITY*. 

^ previous to the publication Afl That great sanguineous depletion is not only 
^^interesting essay. tU injurious to young children, but very fre- 

fluently the cause of an accumulation of 
water in the bend, cunnot be for a moment 
questioned. This fact is of great import¬ 
ance to the profession, for it is only from 
facts that we are enabled to deduce right 
conclusions. 

By a series of experiments made by Dr*. 
Saunders and Seeds of Edinburgh, they 
have found more or less of serous effusion 
within the brains of animals who have been 
bled to death, either from arteries or veins ; 
and Dr..Kelly says, “ Were it possible by 
profuse hemorrhages, to drain the broiu 
of a sensible portion of its red blood, the 
place of this spoliation would be sup¬ 
plied by extra and intra vascular serum, and 
that watery effusion within the head is a 
constant concomitant , or consequence, of 
great sanguineous depletion.* 1 am in¬ 
debted for the account of the followingcases 
to a medical friend, Mr. Simmons, and as 
they prove the correctness of Dr. Saunder’s 
experiment, I shall briefly narrate them. 

Case 1 . —Susan A. a;tut. i>, of a delicate 
constitution, laboured under the following 
symptomsGreat languor, unwillingness 
to move her head, to which she was con¬ 
stantly applying her hands, as if in great 
pain the vision wa3 indistinct, the pulse 


SYMPTOMS ATTRIBUTED TO 

CEREBRAL DISEASE. 

By Forbes Winslow, Surgeon, 

Were the attention of medical men, says 
Sydenham, directed as much to the preven¬ 
tion as to tiie cure of disease, many of those 
deviations from the healthy condition now 
considered as the opprobria of our art 
would be prevented. Few in the present 
day question tlie truth of this observation. 

It is generally believed by those engaged in 
mediealpractice, that by a judicious manage-1 
ment of the health of those constitutionally I 
predisposed to particular maladies, the de¬ 
velopment of many of the diseases con-1 )»*»•»*, me wu3 iuuisuuvi, vue puise 

aidered as incurable by the profession might!quick, but feeble, the bowels irregular 

ha nM.anr.^ I'l.. ..maiiiiA.... k., _ i I Tl... _-.1_ • .1 •_ - . .. 


be prevented. The practitioner, by anticipat¬ 
ing disease, is thus enabled to prevent many 
of those organic affections, which when, de¬ 
veloped, resist the united skill of the phy¬ 
sician, surgeon, and apothecary. It is 
well known that consumption may be pre¬ 
vented by removing a patient phthisically 
predisposed, to a mild climute. The deve¬ 
lopment of insanity may also often be pre¬ 
vented, by paying great attention to the 
moral and physical treatment of those who 
are heriditanl'y predisposed to this distress¬ 
ing disease. 

The medical profession are much indebted 
<0 the late Dr, Gooch for Ins able disquisi¬ 
tion “ on the symptoms in children erro-! 
oeously attributed to congestion of the 


The medical gentlemen, judging from the 
symptoms that inflammatory action was 
going on, applied eight leeches to the 
temples, and ordered her bowels to be 
emptied by a cathartic composed of calomel 
and jalap. The following day the child was 
worse, the leeches having failed to relieve 
the supposed inflammatory symptoms. On 
the second day lour more leeches were ap¬ 
plied to the temples, and a blister to the 
nape of the neck, notwithstanding which, 
the child gradually grew’ worse, and on the 
sixth day died. Towards the latter part of 
her illness, she showed every indication of 
the existence of water in the "head. On the 
post-mortem examination, a large quantity 
of serum was found in the ventricles. There 


brain." Dr. Gooch united with a profound j was no appearance in the brain which would 
knowledge of every branch of his profession | lead a person to believe that inflammation 
great.professional tact, which enabled him had ai all existed previous to the child's 
to discover with uncommon nicety, the death. The vessels of the braiu were found 
legitimate causes of morbid actiou. Very j unusually empty, t 
frw works.communicate so much sound prac-i Cast t. I bis case, which was attended 
Jical information as Dr. Gooch’s last work;by the same medical man, resembled the 
on '* Diseases of Females.” i above, both as regards the symptoms and 

In the essay above alluded to, Dr. Gooch ■ the results, with the exception of a leas 
lias endeavoured to prove that many of those quantity of serum being discovered after 
diseases commonly attributed to cerebral' death in the bruin. 

congestion, arise fibm a delicioncy of ner-!---- 

v«u* power, and require for their removal j * Pathology of the Brain. 

»ot depletion but support. Consequently) +T»ii» accords exactly wlib what Dr. M. Halt 
bleeding tends greatly to aggravate the. (^"'■vuts hiinself to have Men in tl.e examination 
Affection ind Inutcn the fatal Iwdcncy. 



MR. GOWER’S PROFESSIONAL REMINISCENCES. 


Case 3.—Matilda II., mtat. 3, of a stru- 
mous habit, was attacked witli great rest* 
Dasness, pain in the beud. and a quick but 
feeble pulse. The skin was of an ordinary 
temperature *, the bowels were not confined. 
The eyes of this patient Had that peculiar 
squint considered by medical men as a sure 
indication of the existence of water in the 
brain. The same medical gentlemen being 
called in, and fearing lest this case should 
prove fatal, called in Mr. Simmons, when 
they agreed in consultation to adopt a differ* 
ent plan of treatment. The patient was 
allowed a generous diet, and tonic and 
stimulant medicines were administered. To 
the surprise of both practitioners, neither of 
whom had anticipated a favourable result, 
the little patient on their next visit was con¬ 
siderably improved, and gradually recovered. 

Were not the symptoms of the two un¬ 
successful cases aggravated by bleeding, 
and are wo not warranted, reasoning from 
analogy, in supposing that the accumulation 
of the serum found in the ventricles of the 
brain nfter death, was the consequence of 
the great abstraction of blood, and not the 
rentse of the supposed inflammatory syrop. 
toms? Dr. Marshall Hall has published 
some valuable remarks on the effects of loss 
of blood, which iitp well worthy the atten¬ 
tion of every practitioner. Dr. Hall’s ob¬ 
servations on this subject coincide with 
those made by Dr. Gooch ; for he Bays, “I 
have frequently known the effects of loss of 
blood, to be mistaken for inflammation of 
the brain.” Do not let it he supposed that 
1 wish to deprecate the use of leeches in 
affections of the heads of children j on the 
contrary, I think that when inflammation is 
hnotrn to be going on in any part of the 
head, abstraction of blood by leeches ia the 
only effectual way of putting a Btop to its 
progress. Hut there are case3, the. symp¬ 
toms of which greatly Tesemble those pro¬ 
duced by inflammation, but which are caused 
by a deficiency of blood, h)* a want of nervous 
power ill the system, and which are only 
to be successfully combated by supporting 
tbo patient. 

"I have many times,” says Mr. Aber¬ 
crombie, in his excellent work oil Diseases 
of the /train, “ seen children lie a day or 
two in a kind of stupor, and recover under 
the use of wine and nourishment. It is often 
scarcely to be distinguished from the coma ; 
which accompanies diseases of the brain.” 

lu the cases above related, the pulse was 
quick, but feeble ; the skin was raid, ami the 
constitution previous to the at tuck of illness, 
was greatly debilitated by want of proper 
nourishment. These circumstances must 
guide the practitioner in his treatment. 
When he finds Ins patient labouring under; 
symptoms of cerebral disease, combined j 
with u feeble pulse, cold skin, and aeon- 


Atitutioa naturally delicate,fw 
that the symptoms indie '' 
flam m# tor y affection of tike 
a deficiency of nervous '*mirgjg| 
for their removal every-tbisg ^ 
support end strengthen the 
From an inattention to these 
many fatal errors have been i . 

16, Rock Street, Portman Sqpati* 
Sept. 1830. 



PROFESSIONAL REMINISCENCES. 
No. II. 

MiDwirany cases.— ulcerated legs.— 
'thus benevolence.—uropsv.—hernia. 

—CANCER. 

I take the advantage of a leisure hour 
to resume my pen, which is so much the 
easier task from my having pledged myself 
to no consecutive tissue of narrative or 
course of argument. I shall, therefore, 
without referring to my former paper, con¬ 
sult my memory, and proceed according to 
its dictates in the seme desultory style. 

That paper closes with cases of mid¬ 
wifery. To these I shall only at present 
add one or two more. 1 was the medical 
attendant during the birth of a first child, 
and first placenta out of three in a case of 
triplets. Each child had its separate pie* 
centn. In every case of living that I have 
seen, both nuvel strings were inserted into 
one placenta of a somewhat larger than tbo 
average size. Tiie spontaneous detachment 
of the first placenta after the birth of the 
first chiltT, afitl’lhis without being followed 
by the slightest haemorrhage on its removal, 
was not the least singular circumstance at¬ 
tending this case. 1 was at that time an 
assistant. The gentleman with whom I 
lived was one of the most skilful accoucheurs 
in that part of the country. It waa during 
his temporary absence that I supplied liia 
place. As the case, both previously to 
delivery and afterwards, was but partially 
and incidentally under my care, l ouly hat* 
it in my power to mention tbat the patient 
did well, und that the children lived some 
weeks. Both children anil after-birth* 
were very small. . 

I have one other little case to mention, 
which occurred more entirely ubder my 
own eye. A patient of mine, after a labour 
of some duration, accompanied with con¬ 
siderable hwmorrbage, gave birth to an ap¬ 
parently still-born child. The snuffbox oj 
u neighbour being at hand, it struck me 
that ( without consulting Denman or Mer- 
rirnan) it would be uo unwise tiling to take 
a small pinch out of it, and administer to the 




REMINISCENCES, 


wodd fc*, »4 «r«7-<tor woali go 

n rimeiji^y for iilM,Mn 0» »Wfldsn, 


_ •trill. 1 found tins and dressing, behold, a black livid-looking 
<rnnr« the em “ v "' or p»tcli—the well" of tb. nicer siting way 
^^^HpES^than Bay more elaborate and enlarging, Bad all our work to do over 
Very*speedily sneezed, again! lu vain we tried ung. ploia, 1»ng. a 
other unequivocal symptoms of hyd. uitr&t., sprinkling with pulv. rhei., 
mSy] and though tor soum time very and a succession of aumulauts and fefti- 
SSSy* and destined to go through many gerants, and what noL, aided by the most 
Wtsdes for its life, it is living at this time, careful bandaging; our labours were fw- 
iSwbealthy child of near three 'years old. quently like those of Sisyphus. Even when 
I have given these two cases without at length they were dismissed cured, ex- 
ijete or comment; but l will make now, a perieuce taught us to be sparing of our 
few remarks ujwra them. When any opi- orations, for there was no telling how soon, 
nion we form in,-science appears to our- like Monsieur Tonson, they would come 
selves a doubtful one, it is best to set it again, I dare say several fresh geners- 
down as such, and so leave it to abide the tions of ulcerated legs have in due course 
test of experience and observation. flourished since my time, to the edification 

In the Inst ense of twins I attended, (both of my successors in office. I muy speak ou 
of the children being now, as their first up- thin subject con amove, and the more leel* 
pearance promised lliutthey would be,alive ingly, us the duty of dresser devolved 
autl healthy,) the after birth was larger than mostly on myself. Such sores are much 
the three separate after-births in the triplet more manageuble in the country. Diseases 
case put together. Is it, or is it not, the jin London aud in the country differ, and 
case ceteris paribus, and on the average, require different treatment. Tins bolds 
that fine healthy children have large after- jgood among the poor especially. There is 
births? Again, it is popularly believed, much sense and knowledge of human nature 
that the occurrence of haemorrhage in any (I mention this en passant) in a piece of 
great degree, particularly during the latter j advice to dram-drinkers which I met with 
period of gestation, “spoils” the child’s j some time since in n popular pamphlet. 

“ longevity." It does not seem unreasona-! Persons who wish to break off a habit which, 
Me to conclude that the vis vita of a child‘to say the least of it, is injurious to the 
must be weakened and enfeebled Irom this '■ constitution, are recommended to substitute 
cause, though by no means irrecoverably., a pinch of snuff For a gluss of gin every lime 
When luemorrhiige during labour is very j they want oue, as being the more harmless 
great, aud has lasted long unchecked, we'stimulant of the two. There is no doubt 


naturally expect to see a still-born child, that in this way the task of reformation 
and it is seldom that we have the plea- would prove easier. The facilities afforded 
sure of being agreeably disappointed. I us by nature for breaking off evil habits 
do not promise to relinquish finally the and mal-associations, bodily and mental, are 
Subject of midwifery, but 1 sliail for the ample and numerous. The ability to make 
present shift the scene, and commence a use of these constitutes a species of versa- 
fresh train of reminiscences ; some of them, tilily of mind, which it is very desirable to 
perhaps, le^s strictly professional than the cultivate, Hut l perceive that my paper is 
foregoing, but all of them owing their origin taking a transcendental turn, 
to my opportunities as a medical man, and To descend from these cloudy regions of 
the places which I have filled, and situations semj - metaphysics, I remember it was 
in which I have found myself in thut ca- about this time that Mr. Jones ussisted 
pacity. with food, money, and, what, considering 

The first profesMonal nuisance 1 learned j his immense pructice ut that time, was a 
life deprecate occurred to mu, in 1HI?-Id, ‘greater boou than either, his professional 
vibes pupil to the late Jacob Jones, Esq.,. advice and attendance, a man who hud 
of Finsbury Square, who was surge.,n to a J lapsed from a state of affluence into poverty, 
public dispensary, 1 had to dies* certain j aud who himself, in the advanced stage of 
titqefa in.the legs, (ol anuual, or sometimes ■ decline, was living in an upatBirs room, 
perennial nature,) the property of poor j which continued one bed for the joint ac- 
people, who, ill fed and ill dad, were in the j cocunodatiou of himself, a wife, and four 
liabit of drinking as much gin as they could children. It was my part to visit iliemoo- 
gel by way of couuter-irrnanl to the gene ml casionally, both for and with Mr. Joues. 
ailment of poverty and destitution. The Ii« had been an officer in a dragoou regi- 
consaquence of this jtvas a cachectic habit ment, and had given IKK)/, for his corarais- 
of body very unfavourable to theconsumma- sion. This lie, through imprudence or mis- 
tWofany curative process. Healthy pus fortune, was ut length obliged to sell, and 
wodld be secreted—heultby granulations having no knowledge of any means of earning 


ml. 

bomt, bid {ndmllr mk lomriaJ.WnrftiM, Mi.Cimplio 

In »!>• >«>U I Mul nftv till- 


in the scale of adyaraitj. BptiatWnfit 
depict hi* condition fatoo soIott*, At! 
ioitrootive a mWal fouon might he real to 
Vi, on the vuity of human apprehension* 
m on the vanity of human wishes. Hie 
Buffering* were probably more apparent 
•than real; in a great measure insensible to 
the presence of surrounding calamities, he 
was for the most part employed in thinking 
of another world, at first with anxiety, and 
afterwards with hope. Thus circumstanced 
with regard to worldly matters, let the 
world guess who visited this deserted and 
unfortunate gentleman in sickness and af- 
diction] His brother officers—-his gay 
companions of but a few venra previous ! 
No! By them he was probably forgotten. 
They either knew not of his adverse cir¬ 
cumstances, or took no care for them. Who 
then befriended him iu affliction? A few 
faithful men among, the Wesleyan Me¬ 
thodists the unpaid, voluntary emissaries 
of the Benevolent Society visited him, re¬ 
lieved his temporal necessities, partly from 
the funds of the society, partly from their 
own private purse*. Their kindness to¬ 
wards him was manifested with delicacy, 
and without ostentation ; and through their 
charitable attentions and religious counsels, 
he enjoyed those comforts which sickness 
needs, and (lied “fearing God," and in a 
State of calm and peaceful preparation for a 
better world which monarch* might envy. 
In fact, 1 know no society on the face of (he 
earth by which a greater aggregate of tin- 
inixed good is effected. The only claim 
the objects of this charity have occasion to 
make, is founded on the humble merit of 
their being human creatures in distress, aud 
such as bear Ibis character, without seeking 
md, are industriously sough tout and relieved 
as far as the funds of the society will admit, 
often aided, as in this instance, by private 
and extempore benefactions. 

Among the many dispensary patients 
whom l saw at their abodes in Golden Lane, 
Grub Street, London Wall, and other streets 
or their courts and alleys, was a woman who 
had ovarian dropsy, on whom I saw Mr. 
Jones perform the operation of tapping, 
shout onco every seven weeks, for the 
space of two years. It was nut till some 
years after the first operation that she at. 
length died. The recovery of a gentleman 
from dropsy of the abdomen, after having 
been tapped three times by Mr. Jones, also 
occurs to mv memory. 1 have somewhere 
by me the minutes of his case, but cannot 
now find them. 1 remember about the same 
time, « case of narrow escape from the ope¬ 
ration for incarcerated femoral hernia, in 
Which, after the scalpels had been placed in 
order on the table by the late Mr. Taunton 
of Hatton Garden, who was to have ope- 



tad now Us awcwaor) i 
attempt, in rtdueing it ii 
not any tbit the tub, «o3 
every possible remedy, had h 
before the operation wa* 

But it i* wortkremeabetii 
very last point of time left I 
periment, five minute*' eoV , 
should have been eucceaa^pl in ada r 
and saving a patient from a painful and fc 
ous operation. At the same time, l ata 
afraid that 1 eannot aiy 1 rejoiced at this 
prorogation sine die of the said operation 
so much as 1 should. I believe 1 was guilty 
of entertaining some alight sensation* of in* 
voluntary disappointment. 

I would fain repeat some anecdotes which 
struck me much in Taunton's lectures, but 
I begin to think 1 have written enough foe 
one time. The motto of a reminiscent ought 
to bo 

Glissez morlels— n’appuyez pas. 

Accordingly, to avoid fatiguing my reader 
or myself, I shall now close No. II., with a 
recollection of more recent (late. 

The first case of chimney-sweeper's can¬ 
cer that has occurred to me in my private 
practice, has proved a very satisfactory one 
in its results. About this time last year, « 
man in the neighbourhood of Wycombe who 
followed this occupation, showed me a small 
hard tumour in the axilla which had for some 
time been painful. The pain extended 
across the pectoral muscle in the course of 
the absorbent vessels, and was so great, that 
lie was very willing to submit to any opera¬ 
tion. As there appeared no doubt of the 
nature of the tumour—as there was a chance 
of its progressing and extending, nud under 
any circumstances of its becoming large, 
and increasingly perilous to remove, and as 
(moreover) his father had died of a similar 
complaint,-—I advised him to let me remove 
it. This I accomplished with little diffi¬ 
culty, and complete success. The wound 
went on favourably, and he has had no pain 
iu the part, nor lias any turnouT formed there 
or elsewhere since. The tumour (which I 
have kept by mo preserved in spirit*)* 
when cut open, exhibited very distinctly 
that incipient can reruns structure which ta 
called scirrhos. As the wound was aratlL . 
to make assurance doubly sure, I touched 
the bottom of the wound with lunar caustic, 
u l«, j in order to destroy any fibres belonging to 
the removed tumour tliut might remain. 

Uuce more l subscribe myself, Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

’ S. Gower* 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 

'SepU 17 th, Iftll). 
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P^jgdisorder attended with aaeh 
-.Stequeiices to riie female sex oa 
J^Swhich ofteu lays the foundation of; 
^. 1 'terminating in death, I consider it 1 
, tW jB«Wi»p duty of every medical prac- 

■ trtiooer to make known to the profession at 

■ large any remedy which he may hqve found 
tiaefnlin curing so important a malady, jn 
recommending the extract, ehenopodium 
olid urn (goosefoot or sovrbane) to the atten- 
tion of the medical world as n remedy for 
chlorosis, 1 donut attach to myself the credit 
of discovering it, as 1 seo the ehenopodium 
vulrarium mentioned ns an emmenagogue irf 
Doctor Fox’s Medical Dictionary of 1803. 

I have prescribed this medicine in several 
cases with uniform success, in doses of ten 
grains three times » day. During the ad¬ 
ministration of the remedy, attention must 
be paid to the state of the alimentary canal. 

I hove found this treatment produce the j 
catamenia in a very short time. It is like¬ 
wise of great importance that I should state 
I have not found this remedy serviceable iu 
omeuorrjuva arising from plethora. In dys- 
menorrhrea I have had no opportunity of 
trying the ehenopodium olidum, but I fake 
the liberty ef suggesting to my medical 
brethren the propriety of doing so. Per¬ 
haps uniting it with some of the usual 
remedies, us camphor and the extractum 
hyosciami, might render it efficacious in that 
disease. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W.Tapt.ey, M.R. C.S. 
Crompton near Chatham, Sept, 22, 1H30. 
P.S.—The extract, chenop. olid, is pre¬ 
pared, 1 think, l»y Mr. Brand, chemist, 
Strand. 


fromjfci»l«e® *t yfekb it i pi®* 

ikifadmi- jfcNjiir'i* .IWPW. WNft “* 

pint) ot^over tbe*am*e*ftl*e Aiug,and 
an indjectual attempt |a«4 .lientft m«4a to 
extract it, owing pw»«Wy Uk 'Jm JMtis 
being insufficiently dividedi baving en¬ 
larged the incision already mode, it wa* 
carried down until the slug wm completely 
denuded, which was then easily extracted 
by a pair of common forceps. No veaael 
requiring a ligature being divided, the 
wound being well cleansed, a pledget of tint, 
dipped m cold water, was put over them, 
aver which was placed a piece of oil silk (as 
recommended by I)r. Mucarluey in his valu¬ 
able lectures) ; this, with the exception of 
occasional aperients, constituted the whole 
of the treatment adopted ; and so effectual 
was it, that at the expiration of ten days 
he was enabled to resume his duty; aud 
during the period above named, he never 
endured ten minutes' pain. In clean incised 
wounds, as well as those received during 
dissections, this method of treatment has 
been found most beneficial, the parts to 
which it is applied immediately losing their 
morbid sensibility. 

From the oil silk preventing evaporation, 
the parts are kept as it were in a continual 
vapour-bath ; and probably to this cause, 
ami to all atmospherical impressions being 
taken off, the good results attending thin 
method of treatment may be ascribed. 

Yavin, Yorkshire, April 23. 


1 CASK ILLUSTRATIVE OF TT1F COOI> EF¬ 
FECTS OF WHAT J>tt. SIACAIU M Y UF,- 
NOMJNATtS “ WAT Kit DRESSINGS." 


ELECTION OF CORONER 

FOR THE 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 


SKETCH or THE PROCEEDINGS. 

Seven candidates offered themselves for 
the office of coroner for Middlesex, immedi¬ 
ately on the death of Mr. Unwin ; the most 
prominent of these were, Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Rurfurd, and Mr. Cude, sen. After the 
lapse of some days Mr. Wakley added him¬ 
self to the number, auu gave to the contest, 
agreeably to the language of his opponents, 
a character which it had never before pos¬ 
sessed in this county. Four of the seven 
candidates retired soon after Mr. Wakley 
announced himself. The remainder cou- 


liy John V. Jackson, Surgeon. 

Captain M. •I.onr.r, commander of an 
American trader, whilst with his ship in 
Dublin, received in his thigh the contents 
of'u pistol. accidentally discharged at him 
ns he was ascending from the cabin tt) go j tinned the very active canvass which they 
od deck.; a slug, with which it was in part; hud commenced, and obinined, as they 
loaded, entered his thigh at about its middle | respectively stated, " a sufficient number 
and posterior part; the pistol being dis-lof promises to give them confident hopes 
charged from below, the slug took a course, of success,” before Mi. Wakley was eno- 
obliquelv upwards and,inwards, and pre- {bled to make his claims known to the 
Rented itself immediately beneath the fascia, [freeholders. The starting of Mr. Gude, 
about two iuches or two inches and a half sen., it shortly appeared, was an artifice,for 






after he bad remained jaet. 
the field to secure o eutahtftui _ 1 
iu bis ioterest, be retined hi tootii 
sob, (earing; nwbertef Us ayppeHenu __ 
the impression that flirt waft flapjtortfog] 
the pretentions of lb* fewer, AitSwiayof 
election approached, and the prospect of s 
firm end decided contention on the part of 
the mediesl candidate became more certain, 
symptoms of withdrawal were evinced by 
two of the attorney candidates. Mr. Bur- 
ford eras the first to resign, and a claim upon 
the rotes promised to that gentleman, was 
immediately made by Mr, Baker. A abort 
time after this Mr. Gude, jun.. also re¬ 
signed, but not until Mr. Gude, sen,, had 
made a distinct offer to Mr. Wakley, in the 
presence of Mr. Wallis, of the votes and 
personal influence of Messrs. Gude, on pay¬ 
ment of a “ good round sum/’ The overture 
of course was at once rejected, and three 
days afterwords a letter of resignation in fa¬ 
vour of Mr. Baker appeared from Mr. Gude, 
jun. Thus strengthened by the unprinci¬ 
pled combination of the attorney candidates, 
the contest was maintained nominally by 
Mr. Baker,—Mr. Wakley standing atla&t, da 
lie did nt first, entirely alone. 

An account of (be commencement of the 
polling on Thursday, the 9tb of September, 
has already appeared in the pages of this 
Journal, and the following are the numbers 
which appeared at the close of each day :• 


Sept, y, Mr. Baker ... 
Mr. Wukley ... 

... 603 
... 333 

Sept. 10, Mr. Baker ... 

Mr. Wakley.,. 

... ayy 

Sept. 11, Mr.Baker ... 
Mr. Wakley... 

... 391 
... ‘-'90 

Sept. 13, Mr. Wakley... 
Mr. Baker ... 

.., 163 
... 443 

Sept, 14, Mr. Wakley... 
Mr. Baker ... 

... 360 
... 234 

Sept. 1.1, Mr. Bnkor .... 
Mr. Wakley ..., 

... 301 
... 2BH 

Sept. 16, Mr. WnUoy... 

Mr. Baker ... 

... 296 
... 211 

Sept. 17, Mr. Baker ... 
Mr. \\ akley... 

.. 2.11 
.. 203 

Sept. 18, Mr, Baker ... 

Mr. Wakley... 

.. 271 
.. 2111 

Sept. 20 , Mr. Wnkley ... 
Mr. Buker ... 

.. 541 
.. 421 


. .AaowutA* 
For Mr. Btlur. 
FwMr.WiUv 

Majority for Mr. Bate 



The MOW of the greet i 
her* polled by the two **.... 
first three days, wo* 
spectator**, for while no•‘ip 
menta were ( made by Mr. Wsictey’s t 
mitWb.to bring up voter* from tibw COOWby 
before Monday the 1.1th, tbe moot strand* 
ou* tflprU were made each day by Mr. 
Baker’s friends in every quarter. Thu* 
1020 almost unsolicited vote* were polled 
by Mr. Wakley, principally from amongst 
his friends immediately in the vicinity of 
London, at a time that the arena in front of 
his opponent's committee-room wo* hourly 
crowded with coaches and other vehicles, 
forced into requisition at the very onset of 
the contest. 

On Tuesday the 14ih, after the close of 
the poll, Mr. Gude, sen., who during the 
whole of the contest took a roost active part 
ou the hustings (conjointly with Mr. Bur- 
ford) , ns n partisau ot Mr. Baker, came for¬ 
ward and declared, appending to his decla¬ 
ration tin; solemn affirmation of his oath, 
that he had never made any offer whatever 
of his son's votes to Mr. Wakley for a sum 
of money. On the conclusion of this denial, 
Mr. Wallis presented himself and fully con¬ 
firmed the statement of Mr. Wakley, that 
the offer was made in his (Sir. Wallis's) 
presence, and at Mr. Gude’s own house. 

During the whole progress of tbe elec¬ 
tion, the enthusiasm in favour of a medical 
coroner was of the most marked and de¬ 
cided kind; and an impression has been 
created in (lie public mind which can 
never be obliterated. The crowd assembled 
before the Sessions House was on no oc¬ 
casion during the addresses of the candi¬ 
dates, less than 10,000 in number; it re¬ 
peatedly extended to ‘-'0,000, was 30,000 on 
the fourth day, up to which time not an 
individuiil connected with the politics of the 
country had appeared on the hustings, and 
on the lust duy, not fewer than 60,000 per¬ 
sons must have been collected ou Clerken- 
well Green. It is most gratifying to be 
enabled to add, that notwithstanding the 
extent of this unequalled assemblage—un¬ 
equalled iu point of numbers, fervobr of 
feeling, ami clear apprehension of the merit* 
of the question under discussion, not n sin¬ 
gle accident or breach of the peace worthy 
of being named, is oil reedrd. The urgent 
appeals made by Mr. Wakley, that good 
temper iiini order might lie preserved, were 
obeyed to the letter. The strongest plaudits, 
as may bo supposed, were bestowed on 
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*ho (in their nffingn for Mr. for, until »tl»nt the iajbcjM of-Jlofthem 
ai load expremioni of regret fell w«« united in one. lo t!l1 * “"P “ P 'j 
cflboae who voted for Mr. Baker, combination I coaM only oppoee the gooa 
_ ail, ill indication of womtli of aenae, the public apirit, Hid the indepen. 
omed, tod hundreds of the free- dence of the freeholders who bad not already 
Who assisted in placing Mr. Baker promised their votes. 

•fice of Coronef, left the acene after M It was soon confessed by my opponent, 
laving visited it, with unqualified ex- that against the declared feeling of the 
ions of sorrow that they had not pre- county he stood no chance, unless he re¬ 


tire sheriffs bad the power, if ihey had chosen vantages of an early canvass—notwitbsUnd- 
to exercise it. ofkoepiug it open until ■>, und ing all the coercive influence of landowners, 
that a body of freeholders was nt that time and employers—notwithstanding the coali- 
upon, or was close to, the hustings, waiting tion of live or six candidates in favour of 
to record their votes for Mr. Wakley, in one,—and notwithstanding the “ ruinous ex¬ 
sufficient numbers to have triumphantly car- pense” incurred by my antagonist, the cause 
ried the election in his favour, had the hour of principle and independence triumphed, 
been allowed to them for polling. On hear- nud the real " victory” was ultimately ours, 
ing the announcement of Mr. Baker's elec- IIow it length this victory was tom from 
tion, Mr. Wakley handed to the sheriffs a us, and the means by which your decision 
paper signed by several freeholders demand- was forcibly reversed, can hardly be de- 
ing a scrutiny, which paper was afterwards scribed with patience, or read without in- 
withdrawn, for reasons which Mr. Wakley dignation. 

lias explained in the following extract from “From the extraordinary and unequivocal 
an address to the freeholders, conveying character of many of the occurrences which 
to them his thanks for the hearty sup- were developed during the. progress of the 
port he received iu the struggle. As this polling, l felt it to be an imperative duty to 
extract contains matter of importance in the demand a scrutiny; hut this demand, to my 
history of the election, and explains in Mr. utter astonishment, was not conceded. I 
Wakley’s own words the causes which! was offered, it is true, a scrutiny, to bo 
operated to defeat his object, it will And an commenced and completed on the instant, 
appropriate and permanent place in this consisting merely of a comparison of the 
brief sketch of the proceedings. poll-books by the books of the check-clerks, 

u The first disodvantage under which I and involving no investigation of the real 
laboured during the contest, unquestionably character of the votes themselves. But 
arose from the lateness of my uppearancein such a scrutiny us this I naturally declined, 
the field. The canvass of the other Can- j A real boim-fiile scrutiny of the votes, I was 
didates commenced at least a week before] told, the Slit-riffs were not by law either 
my name was announced, and the inquest on' compelled cr empowered to grunt. I was 
Mias Cashin occupied my attention for 5 aware of this defect iu the law, but my ap- 
Beveral days after, so that it was not until a - peal to the Sheriffs was not made on the 
very short time previous to the Election ground of legal enactment, but on the broad 
that I was enabled to commence my arrange- principles of justice and impartiality, 
ments for the contest. Meanwhile, my “Thus have we been defeated ; but whe- 
numerous opponents bad so far profited by tber 1 shall submit to a decision so ‘uujust, 
this unavoidable delay, that three of them or appeal to a higher authority, remains for 
had gained a sufficient number of promises consideration. Remember, however, that 
to give them, louse their own words, 1 con- you may again, before long, b« called upon 
fident hopes of success.’ to decide tlm Barac question in another case, 

** But the great public question for which und I pledge myself to stand forward as u 
I have so long been contending was nt last] candidate at the very first vacancy. * * • ” 
submitted to you. You were reminded that! t 

tbe 4<lii?> of .Coroner required , homoa... i S " « 5 .e feel.ng in favour of tho 

and not a legal education. Your decision i candidate, that at the close of the 

real immediately given in ray favour. ami an i e * <!L ' uon the toon war. taken from Mr. 


taken from Mr. 


wbb iinuiBuiau-iy eivri; in iu> lavuur, ami bo ; ... . , 

di.til.ctlT m the voice of the freeholders I * crringe. and that genllom... wu. 

heard, that,.. He day of election approach. ! ' lr "'" b . v 1“>P“«*•» ha houao w Bed- 
rd, mv competitors, in .pile of all .heir ad- J 0 " 1 Nuare. attended ^ . ctmcowae ot at 
vantage., one by one, with a single creep. ' UMt ten ll)yu eeod individual., 
lion, relinquished 1 the contest, turning over 

their several “ interests,” however, from ______ 

fcaodidnte to candidate, by barter aud trails- 


"WNER TO MR. WAKLEY. 


DINNER TO MR. WAKLEY. 

(Revistdfrom the Report in the Morning 
Chronicle of Sept.IVtk.) 

On Tuesday the 23th, a public dinner 
w#» given to Mr. Waki.ky, at the Crown 
and Auchor Tavern, “ to celebrate his able 
and manly advocacy of the cause of justice 
during the late contested election for the 
office of Coroner.’* Thomas Kino, Esq., 
D.M.P., in the Chair. About a hundred and 
thirty gentlemen sat down to dinner, the 
whole arrangements of which were highly 
creditable to the atowards and the proprietor 
of the tavern, A email band, and several 
excellent profeaaional lingers, were present. 

The cloth having been removed, and Non 
nobis Doming chanted, 

The Chairman rose and said:—In at¬ 
tachment to public virtue I think this assem¬ 
bly will yield to none ; still leas will it yield 
in attachment to our patriot Sovereign. Geu- 
tlemen, I give you 41 The King.” [Drunk 
with the usual honours .] 

The Chairman then said;—The beat 
omens of the prosperity of a reign are to be 
derived from the events which mark its 
commencement. The Queen cannot be in¬ 
different to any thing so intimately affecting 
the administration of justice aa the conduct 
which we are met to celebrate. I am sure 
you will very cordially receive the toast it is 
my duty to propose, “ The Queen nnd the 
Royal Family.' [Drunk with much ap- 


Mr. Hunt then gave — 11 The people,— 
the only source of legitimate power."— 
[Drunk with chert s .] 

TheCiiAUtMAN again rose, and said 1 
am too deeply impressed with the import¬ 
ance of the next toast which I have to give, 
not to wish that it should be presented to 
your notice more worthily than it is in my 
power to give it, labouring as I now am 
under severe indisposition. It consoles me, 
however, to recollect, that the toast is one 
which requires no recommendation (o you, 
and little comment from me; yet I cannot, 
on so remarkable an occasion, refrain from 
saying a few words. It is often my lot to 
observe the conduct of public men, and the 
difficulty there ia in obtaining the support 
of gentlemen f talent where ihe public in¬ 
terests nro concerned. The comforts of 
domestic society are often too numerous, ami 
the cost often too great', to permit them to 
enter the arena in which their abilities 
would be of essential public advantage ; ami 
many good men thus withhold from their 
fellow-creatures the serrices they might 
render them. If then, Gentlemen, we find 
one man in the circle around us, who is 



ready to ttcrifice every thing Wl 
to tbo public good, with whftt m 
should we hail hie appearance am 
We have such a man amongst ns i 

active, able, virtuous cititcn, i 
leave, with your permission, to f 
health to you as the future Coroner a 
dlesex. [Great applause.] You areOB A y 
qnainted with his entry upon public mty; 
the obstacles he has had to encounter, tit* 
difficulties with which be has been mr. 
rounded, Alone and unsupported, W, 
Wakley has withstood the efforts of tibia 
moat powerful public body in the state. YOa 
have seta how nearly he has been over* 
thrown—you must have feared that he would 
be entirely overpowered; but, Gentlemen, 
by pursuing one honest, straight-forward, 
manly course, he has surmounted every one 
of the surrounding dangers, and risen supe¬ 
rior to all his enemies. His first care on en- 
tering the profession was to see that the sick 
poor were properly managed in our hospitals: 
and no man iu England will be so presump¬ 
tuous as to deny, that ever since the establish¬ 
ment of Thr Lancet, our public medical in¬ 
stitutions have gradually been improving. 
Their officers have become more regular and 
assiduous in their attendance, and have exert¬ 
ed themselves more strenuously to Have the 
lives of those who have been committed to 
their care. But The Lancet has had another 
and equally important duty to perform,— 
that of securing the justice to medical pupils, 
to which nil Englishmen are entitled, and 
that courtesy to them which is due to all 
gentlemen. Before the publication of Thu 
Lancet, the medical pupil was at the mercy 
of the hospital surgeons—men who obtained 
theiT offices by intrigue, with whom all de¬ 
pends upon influence and favour.and nothing 
upon intelligence, knowledge, or capability. 
Prior to the period of which 1 am speaking, 
the young medical pupil was driven to the 
degrading necessity of submitting to all that 
was imposed upon him; but The Lancet 
appeared—threw open its pages for the 
publication of every act of injustice or op¬ 
pression that was committed, and afforded 
that hest shield against the tyranny of the 
powerful—publicity. It baB done still more 
than this fur the profession, and 1 am proud 
to say it has had many assistants. It is a 
remarkable fact, that with the exception of 
Mr. Hume, ami Sir James Mackintosh, the 
House of (.'ominous does not contain a single 
member who 1ms been educated to the pro¬ 
fession of medicine. Yet the good that 
would be effected by their presence there 
would he immense. This gross fault in oar 
legislature .Mr. W'akley has often endea¬ 
voured to correct; he has repeatedly 
tried to stimulate men to come forward 
and support medical men as members of 
parliament. As ho proceeded in his pro* 
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lutotWMd UU otuntion Ip, 
.» of tlt» country, u4 
Ijjfer, Gordon Smith, wort; 
' t public cttention in 

__to the glaring abiuet 

|t'from riia appoiudneot of nou-, 
_ ce to tin office of coroner. He 
(ret to trace out the lamentable 
iT^Kich thua often occur in our court* 
_ r., It is unnecessary for me to enlarge 
oeihis point; but it does appear to me that 
the good which would ariae from reform in 1 
this respect, would be incalculable. . Eveu 
one case will be enough to show the truth 
o( this opinion. Let us take that, which 
occurred only a few days since at Guy’s 
Hospital. I saw by the papers, the other 
day, that n man, whilst running in the 
street with a pipe in his mouih, flip¬ 
ped and fell, und suffered a severe wound 
in the tongue from the pipe. Ho was 
soon taken to the hospital, where he 
died in forty-eight hours. It appears 
that a piece of the pipe penetruted his 
tongue, and there broke off'; a portion was 
extracted, and I read that a medical gentle¬ 
man, who was examined on the inquest, de¬ 
clared that it was impossible to discover 
whether auy purt of the pipe was still re¬ 
maining embedded in the tongue. The man 
remained in the hospital, and appeared to 


their wgleot occa*tflM« The question of * 
medtaii cotoner then is one of vital import- 
aoce, n^y ptltars which ht?» be«n re. 
garded at paramount to it, are trifling o« 
comparison with it . T It waa iftouiahiug to 
me during the lata contest, thint any men 
could be found to support such aa iaiquitous 
custom as has hitherto existed. That they 
were unable to defend it, or did not dare, or, 
did not deign, to do so, was evident enough. 
We gave them every opportunity of denying 
our statements and confuting our argu¬ 
ments, but wot once did they come publicly 
forward to discuss the question. In the 
selection of a medical candidate, those who 
sought for one, acted most fairly. They 
wished to see a man in the situation who 
was profoundedly versed in science, able in 
mind, conscientious in heart. They looked 
around. It was difficult to select such 
a man; but at lost they fixed on one 
who had never scrupled "to sacrifice his 
all to the public good. Prior to that 
time 1 hud, geutlemen, but little ac¬ 
quaint nee with Mr. Walley, but now that 
1 know him, I cun speak of him without 
hesitation. 1 have lived in terms of inti¬ 
macy with many of the greatest men of many 
countries, and I say it distinctly, that in the 
possession of great public qualities, Mr. 

U nkley is superior to any man 1 have ever 


be going on without any bad symptom, j known. For unbending integrity, for uu 
when of a sudden he died, and it was found | wearied activity, and lor social virtues—r 
that a long piece of pipe was nctually re -I say it from the bolloin of a heart, which 1 
maining in Jiis tongue. Mow oue of the j hojie is on honest one—I believe he has not 
jury wus anxious lo put some question toj many sujieriors Jiving. 1 beg leave to pro- 


the witness, with a view to ascertain whe¬ 
ther ignorance, or lhought!es?n"ss, or neg¬ 
lect, had occasioned the ws.nl uf discovery 
that this piece of pipe wns still in the tongue, 
and the death of the man occasioned; 
but lie evidently did not know what ques¬ 
tion lo put that would elicit the truth, and 
the coroner knew us little. Mow what a 
state of things is this. A competent coro¬ 
ner would have said, “ Did you collect 
the various pieces of the broken pipe, j 


pose his health. [Immense cheering.] ' 
Mr. Waki.f.v rose to return thanks, and 
said, Mr. Chairman, und Gentlemen,— 
Friends, 1 believe 1 may say; 1 should be 
something more or less than man, if I were 
nut deeply impressed with what I have 
heard this night. The eulogy of your ex¬ 
cellent chaii man is far beyond any deserts 
of mine, aud 1 am bound to say, that, if my 
claims on yo’.r good opinion were very fur 
greater than 1 feel iliem to be, l should 


and ace whether the entire leoytli waejnoteren tbeu deserce tlm approbation lie 
in your posseision, without wbicli you | line bestowed on me. lean only My that 
might law eunpocted tint you bad left a j from tlie moment 1 drat entered upon public 


portion behind in the tongue? 1 * This, 
of course, the medical man had not done, 
and do you not think that here was some 
gross dereliction of duty to the patient ? 
When a foreign body produces a wound, the 
&st question we should ask is, of what 
length was the instrument; what was its 
nature; sud whether it was found externally. 
Now in the case L have mentioned, under a 
hi coroner a jury % would undoubtedly Imve 
s|ea it right to append to tbeir verdict, a 
rtfy proper censure on the attendant. But 
the officers of our liospital* are not elected 
hy honest public competition, and are almost j 
indifferent to the meluncholy results which < 


life, I have endeavoured to discharge ray 
duty, and that I have never suffered private 
interests of any kind to induce me once to 
swerve from that which 1 conceived to be 
demanded of me us a public journalist. Tills 
La. vr i t has been mentioned to you. I saw 
with deep pain, time in conducting that 
.Journal, my private interests were opposed 
to my public duty. 1 felt, that if l wanted 
to conduct the Journal for the benefit of the 
profession, I must make my own interests 
yield. Temptations were thrown ia my 
way, but J had tlie power to resist them, 
and 1 pursued nn upright purpose, with a 
firm assurance, that the result would at hut 
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ttiwt with honour on my op# Mt. tbi' 
day wbioh 1 then forenftriw arrived,todt 
now receive from you th* todytorfardthst 
I ever riiife to obrnm & titottu Dm# j 
been assailed, I am atifl ebsaHed, totfca' 
righthind And on the left; 1 •mabtosd 
from behind, but few there me who ever 
Teuton to meet me hi front. My dirty j 
(be* era ever at their woihiir eeeret. 11 Wak*! 
fey/*!# tiny ,«WW fbUo#r«d whenj 
they were’onabte to reply to foy arguments,; 
then it was found, for the firailime, that I: 
was all that waa infamoni in private cbarao-; 
ter, When 1 commenced Tie a Lancet, it 
, waa worthy of note how well the work was 
received : there waa then nothing whatever 
objectionable in it. The hospital curgeons 
•aid, “ Oh it ia a very good publication that 
Lancet ; it will make us known ; people 
in distant parts will hear of u*; they will 
know who are the officers of the hospitals.’ 1 
Yes, Gentlemen, * and without hearing how 
we are elected,” thought they, (Loud 
languor.) The Lancet went on, and we 
were 44 Hail, fellows! well met." Six 1 
months passed over, and the infant was still 
much approved; but no sooner did it at¬ 
tempt to toddle ulone and move its hands 
mid feet with an appearance of energy, than 
44 The chilil was a very froward one—a most 
unnatural child. It whined; it was not 
quite so Bgreeable as it used to be; the pub¬ 
lic could hear its cries, and that was by no 
means pleasant.” And why 1 Because there 
was no applause faixed with its cries. So 
long as it was silent, or afforded praise only, 
so long it was a most respectable work ; bui 
directly it began to expose a few of the mis¬ 
doings in our hospitals, then The Lancet j 
was the worst publication under the sun, j 
and Mr. Wakley the vilest fellow alive. 
There was no crime, no species of treachery, 
of which he had not been guilty, and they 
said, “ He has no supporters." At first, we 
were on the most friendly tenus, but this 
ceased when 1 thought it my duty to raise 
my voice in favour of truth and the public 
rights. Then it was. that abuse fell thickly 
around; but, Gentlemen, had l really been 
as vile a being; as they described tne,I should 
have been eating their mess this day, instead 
of fensting with you. I had the resolution to 
pursue ail honest course, and now the mnu 
does not live who is happier. I cannot he 
otherwise. We have been engaged in Bn 
arduous struggle fer a just cause, and I take 
it that you have invited me here to dny, to 
Bay to me that I have discharged my duty to 
the public. 1 have gone through iliis con¬ 
test with, I believe, the fuiiest feelings. 

I said to Mr. Baker at the first,—1 do 
uot mean to act vexatiouslv. 1 will not 
spend five pounds after 1 have good rea¬ 
son to believe that my chance is hopeless; 
tod I assure you, that if after the first 


wA do #ot Mt that Itavtti 
it <*»> 

ife A** li ‘ 

>2 atoriim muteim i ,, ^ 
toted Wytoww# #|1 
afforded tW ftaehoide^ 
recording 

I gave them that ?( 

forward manfoBy, tstd a pww g 
principle never wad aatjmloBl 
triumph of indeptodtoo ( 
expenses which I hateiao#W W 
tion. # Ther are by wo mean large. • , 
oiherhand'attend to tha eovfeMoia ef 
nous (Costs 1 * made by our OppOMftfc 'Thk' 
attorney* coroner has got nothing by' bin 
election but a responsible situation and*# 
large debt. And bow do you think that 
debt yu incurred! Not indeed in proving 
the independence of the county. 1 am quite 
satisfied that Mr. Baker waa no voluntaiy 
sacrifice on this occasion, but ;that he was 
thrust forward by persona who remained in 
the back-ground. May be lie is not the last 
unfortunate gentleman of whom a victim 
will thus be made. I do not know how 
many will volunteer to come forward on 
the occasion of another vacancy, but, what- 
! ever their numbers, 1 am prepared to meet 
j them on the old ground, and promise them as 
good a dissection, as Mr. Baker has just ex¬ 
perienced. Before, however, a fresh candi¬ 
date thinks it advisable to ascend the Isdder 
to which 1 was of necessity driven, I shall 
advise him to apply to Mr. Baker, and learn 
from that gentleman the pleasures of inch a 
contest, for really it is nothing more than 
the strict truth to say, that during the elec¬ 
tion Air. Baker was an object of pity, and 
the same may be said of most of his friends. 
There was Air. Samuel Whitbread— 44 Soft 
Sam," as they impertinently cull him st 
Bedford, who came to the hustings to pro¬ 
pose Air. Gude, and finding Air. Uude had 
resigned, accomplished his mission by pro¬ 
posing AJr. Baker; to him it did not matter 
which ; it was all one to Mr. Whitbread. 
He proposed then an attorney coroner, and 
enlarged on the 14 necessity* of a lawyer 
filling the office, and 1 need not led you 
what an object lie made of himself. Yet 
we gave our opponeuts every opportunity of 
supporting their doctrines by arguments. 
As for Air. Baker himself, on questions con¬ 
nected with medicine, he would not en¬ 
counter me at all, and on points of law I 
believe it will be admitted by all who are 
present, that 1 beat hiiu hollow. He showed 
pretty cleurly that he had no claim to your 
suffrages on the score of competency, and on 
what then did he depend*! Why, on the 
excellence of his private character! But 1 
ask you, Gentlemen, does private character 
alone present sufficient grouuds to warrant 
the imrusion of any man iuto s vitally in- 
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f«Uio office! It it as uffioient 
r. for thrusting an attorney into the 
*mtdio*l chair in the kingdom 7 Re* 
•office for a moment. There does 
K i more important one. It was 
wj appointed fortlie protection of the 
k^and demands something more than 
» character foi the execution of ill 
Gentlemen, Mr. Baker tbe other 
f bold his first inquest, and, if report be 
gfcfc, that inquest requited such a degree of 
medical knowledge, that the verdict, however 
jeiis&ctory to himself and to .the jury, can¬ 
not by any mean* be deemed satisfactory to 
the well-informed portion of the community. 
The body of a woman haviug severe cohlu- 
aious upon the scalp wus found hanging to 
tbe iron rail of a window, and thia it seeraa 
was sufficient w enable the non-medical 
coroner and jury to determine, that the de¬ 
ceased Lad Lung herself in a temporary fit 
of insanity. It did not appear, from the 
evidence of the surgeon. Unit the body had 
undergone any post-mortem examination. 
The head waa uot opened, the state of the 
lungs was uot ascertained, at least accord¬ 
ing to report. But a rope having been 
found about her neck, and the body having 
been discovered hanging, these facts were 
considered to be conclusive that the woman 
had bung heraelf. It never suggested itself] 
to the mind of the nou-medical coroner, or 
to the jury, that the woman might have died 
or been killed first, aud hung afterwards; 
and let it be fully understood that J throw 
out no insinuation that there was the least 
ground for believing that other persons had 
laid violent hands upon this woman; but as 
the coroner and jury had met for the sole 
purpose of investigating the causes of death, 
It was their bounden and iiupeiutive duty to 
seek for the best evidence, and surely that 
alone could be found in the internal organs 
of the body, Tbe bruin and luugs unques¬ 
tionably should have undergone an attentive 
examination. Not many years since a body 
was found bunging in this way at a village 
in Ireland, the name of which 1 do not now 
recollect, aud it waa afterwards proved thut 
the deceased had been murdered by her 
husband, who, in order to screen his own 
-guilt, bad suspended the body by a rope 
after he had strangled her, and had nearly 
by this artifice escaped punishment; but he 
was subsequently executed; not, however, 
Until he had fully confessed the crime of 
which he had been found guilty. The con- 
aider nit on of this point brings to my recol¬ 
lection an urticle which appeared in The 
Morning Herald of thisdny <»u the subject of 
non-medical coroners, in which the writer— 
it cannot be the Kditor of the paper,—en¬ 
deavours to justify their appointment, and 
perpetuate the present injurious system. The 
first thing he is ingenious euougli to find out 


is this—and it will bo worth while form 
to give you a specimen of the reasoning, 
which i« employed on these occasions—that 
it was not proper to say any-thing on the 
subject daring the election, bat that it is 
proper to do so now* Fray, was the writer 
a prophet, that he foresaw the result of tbe 
contest, and, therefore, knowing what would 
happeu, did not consider it necessary to put 
in the weight of his logic against medical 
coroners, until it could have no elfect upon 
the election. Surely if there was a proper 
time at all, that time is gone by, aud nur 
opinions are not very favourably secured, 
for what the writer has farther to advance. 
Let us observe what he aays: “ But if it 
be necessary, for the right admin intuition of 
justice on coronet's* inquests, that the officer 
who has to sum up the evidence and state 
the iaw to the jury, should be a medical 
man , how much more necessary is it that 
the jury should be composed of the disciples 
of Galen ! ” Mark the tendency of this ar¬ 
gument. It in reality goes to allege, that 
because a jury is ignorant of the nature of 
the evidence before lbem.it is of paramount 
importance tbat the head of the court should 
be equally ignorant! It is most unfavour¬ 
able for the parties implicated, that there 
should be even one person on the inquest 
who ib capable of eliciting the trull). That is 
evidently his argument, and he continues it 
by alleging, that if it bo necessary for the 
Coroner to be a medical man, it is of course 
required that the twelve judges and all the 
recorders should be physicians or surgeons. 
The writer has forgotten that the Coroner 
bus the power, the unconstitutional power, 
to exclude the public from his Court, and 
also thut he has not the power to call per¬ 
sons before him, who are merely enabled to 
state opinions connected with the matter 
under inquiry ; that his inquests are often 
held within the walls of close corporations, 
and that his witnesses ure frequently'' the 
chief culprits ; his Coart being inquisitorial 
merely, and Jiis power limited to the exami¬ 
nation of witnesses of a particular olass,a very 
profound knowledge of tbe duties connected 
with the corouer’s office, and of the demands 
of public justice, is not necessary to con viiice 
us that the presence of one |»erson at tbe in¬ 
quest, who is capable of eliciting the truth 
from the witneises, is a desideratum of no 
trilling importance. Aud pray, how, is it thut 
attorney coroners ever elicit the truth! Is 
there any medical man in the kingdom who 
cares a farthing fur the cross-examination of 
such a personage i He may answer the quea- 
lionB put to him in the most absurd manner 
without detection. He might say that a 
sesamoid boue existed in the middle of tbe 
brain, or on the first joint of the great toe, 
and the coroner would not dissent. Sup¬ 
pose a patient in one of our hospitals be 
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killed by bad treatment or negleot: an in¬ 
quest ia held there j the hoaplul ia a snug 
corporation; the treasurer ia at the head of 
it; every thing goes on quietly ; the coroner 
may take a glass of wine with the treasurer, 
and ^o into the inquest room; and who, 
pray, giveB evidence there as to,the cause of 
death? Who gave evidence in the case of 
the broken pipe mentioned by the chair- 
man, which case, had it been so treated in 
private practice, would have ruined the 
attending surgeon ? Why, a dresser in the 
hospital; not the surgeon, but a young 
gentleman. Now thii ia a case of every¬ 
day occurrence, and the witness might have 
said, that a brick-bat, or walking-stick, was 
in the tongue of the man, without fear of 
the Coroner. Gentlemen, I have seen the 
Coroner asleep over the body; and a case haa 
lately been made public, in which three in- 
quests were held on the body of one living wo¬ 
man. But our opponents say this ia no fault 
of the coroner; it ia his business to decide 
according to the evidence before him. Very 
true ; it ii his duly to do so, but aurely he 
ought first of all to understand that evidence. 
Take the case of the man iu Guy's Hospital. 
The Coroner hears that the man had a pipe 
in his mouth, that the pipe was broken, and 
penetrated the man’s tongue, that luemor 
rbage ensued, and the man died afteT some 
duys ; and thus he decided that it was 
“ accidental death," without further consi¬ 
deration. It is true the wound was origi¬ 
nally occasioned by the fragment of the 
pipe ; but whnt if there were neglect on the 
part of the medical officers of the hospital 1 
Gentlemen, a medical Coroner would not 
readily have recorded such a verdict as was 
returned in that case. The evidence of the 
dresser would not have satisfied a medical 
Coroner, lie would have, known ihut n 
d'essvr is an uufortunate youth, who gene¬ 
rally comes up from the country with more 
niouev in his pocket than wit in his head, 
und who, yielding to the temptations of a 
corrupt body of men, pav9 a certaiu sum to 
them to be permitted to walk round the 
wards of the hospital, with a boi of lint in 
hia hand—no more. By the rules of the 
liospitul, were lie qualified, he could not 
operate : he cannot act as a surgeon, and you 
will scarcely credit it, wheu 1 tell you that 
Guy’s Hospital with its enormous revenue, 
haa no resident surgeon to attend to cases 
of emergency. But, gentlemen, if there 
were none hut medical coroners, that insti¬ 
tution would have u resident surgeon in two 
mouths, and the coroners would not hold in¬ 
quests in the hospitals unless the doors were 
thrown open to the public, and then he 
would take especial care that the surgeon 
appeared before him ; he would make him 
explain the treatment ho had employed; he 
would demand his case-book, which instead 


of a .blank and empty 
remedy or a prescription iu 
become a faithful and valrL-- ~ JB&gj 

cases. I am speaking ■ in • the prpriM HB 
great number of medical men wt* 
able to correct me if I do not state ttifijH 
facta, and to the cases 1 have iiiniliiwiflf 
could add doaens of where. (Mr. WariMl 
here detailed several which he statedhsksP 
selected, because they had all beta bmp 
the public, and bad never beep disp roft H ^J 
Let uf for a moment torn from tbs toanfe $ 
the country, .and see what effect nriieil 
coroner* would have there. Observe hOW 
it w^uld operate in the case of raedfcel 
pupil avvhat an impetus it would give to 
medical |education. When pupils are in 
London,*the only thing which they regard 
with apprehension, is the insignificant ex¬ 
aminations at the colleges ; but let them be 
aware, that after their return to the country, 
they may always be liable to undergo a strict 
medicolexamiustion before competent medi¬ 
cal judges; the desire to do this with cre¬ 
dit and honour, will act as a stimulus to 
study and scientific inquiries, to the last hour 
of their lives. Look, also, to the effect it 
would have upon the care of the poor in your 
workhouses. Observe its operation in the 
lunatic asylums. Who is the non-medical 
coroner that can discover whether the sud¬ 
den death of a misernb’e patient, is caused 
by an accidental fail, or a blow from a 
keeper? Do you ever hear of an inquestin 
any of those institutions ? Gentlemen, it is 
your duty to call for a pledge from the man 
whom you may elect to fill the office of 
coroner, that he never will hold an inquest 
in a lunatic asylum, because the public are 
never permitted to be present. Should I 
ever have the honour to fill the office, were 
their walls of adumaot, or their chains strong 
enough to hind Olympus, nothing should 
deter me from exposing their proceeding* 
to public view, llow is it that such a state 
of things has existed so long in this 
country ? The people of England ore called 
a “ thinking people," hut they have a 
strange way of showing their knowledge. 
Our public medical institutions for sick, are 
us secretly managed as the harems of the 
east. You send patients there readily 
enough,hut the moment they have entered— 
having on their way thither passed the 
doors of perhaps filly competent practi¬ 
tioners,—-you cease to take any further in¬ 
terest in their welfare, and leave them to 
the mercy of anybody into whose hands 
they mnv full, competent or incompetent. 
Now, gentlemen, it was in conseqnence of 
these evils that 1 offered myself for the 
office of Coroner,— not to reform abuses, 
hut to correct them, to remove them. I 
made the attempt, but*failed. The next 
time, I truut, 1 shall be successful j but. 
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■ at, never shall it be a eharga 
t thave resorted to diabo- 
to secure success,—that ^1 
red to min my opponent’s 
It I have brought forward 
t could not, or was afraid to* 
[hat I misrepresented his 
falsehoods into bis mouth,-— 
1 am sorry to observe, bas 
PUnit'pursued in a most unprincipled man- 
ttt# by those who have opposed me in the 
late ele ction. Mr. Baker has been abame- 
fblly guilty in this Tespect. die alleged, as 
you know, that I uttered words of an un¬ 
warrantable description, and that yf could 
prove them in a court of law. Ml. Baker, 
although he must have repeated the words 
he has described as havingfallen from me,— 
must have written them,—must hav< read 
them again and again,—could not repeat 
them without reference. He was mute as 
death when I charged him on the hustings 
with base and unpardonable misrepresen¬ 
tation ; nor has he yet had the manliness 
to acknowledge his error. It is most dis¬ 
graceful that he has not since come forward 
for this purpose. Equal reason bad 1 also 
for complaining of the letter in which Mr. 
Baker used the names of the Sheriffs to in¬ 
duce unqualified persons to vote for him. 
For, seeing the readiness with which many 
who had no right to poll came forward to 
take the oath of qualification and vote for that 
gentleman, it whs a most unfair proceeding. 
Numerous are the instances of this in the 
poll-books. Many persons, it is said, voted 
twice in my opponent’s favour; the name of 



probably see him, as well as some others,; 
to auwer for his perjury in another court 
before long. Never will we resort to tVse 
modes for securing an election. In the last 
of my opponent’s advertisements, he is bold 
enough to repel the charges of unfair means, 
bat in tho same sentence ho deplores the 
immense debt and expenditure in which he 
has become involved; but how, pray, was 
this debt incurred, if not in the purposes of 
bribery and corruption ? [Many gentlemen 
in the room here stated their ability to fjrove 
instances both of bribery and perjury.j 
Gentlemen, 1 ought now to apologise to you 
for the length of time 1 have occupied your 
attention; but my bead contains such a 
moss of matter on this subject that I scarce¬ 
ly know where to select or when to con¬ 
clude. Permit me, finally, to call upon you 
for your strenuous exertions upon a future 
Occasion. 1 request you all to he firm, to 
put your shoulders with vigour to the wheel, 
(shouts of, lt fVe will”) and secure the 
victory which awaits you. Tor my part, 
you shall ever find me ready to resume my 
<wl position at the hustings. Gentlemen, 


ttuai» oneoftbeprtradeet d*yiof my 
1 shall ever wmemberit with-gratitude. I 
rejoice that you think I havo merited the 
honour which you have this day conferred 
upon me, and by every future net of my 
life, 1 will endeavour to deserve and obtain 
your esteem. 

[At the conclusion of this address, which 
we have been compelled to reduce to its 
present limits, Mr. Wakley sat down amid 
several rounds of the most enthusiastic ap¬ 
plause, with assurances of support at the next 
election from every quarter of the room.— 
fop.] 

The next toast wns, “ The S534- inde¬ 
pendent Freeholders who had recorded their 
votes in favour of the principle, that Coro¬ 
ners should possess medical as well as legal 
knowledge.” 

The Chairman in proposing that toast, 
pressed upon their consideration the cir¬ 
cumstances under which those men came 
forward—not merely to vote for Mr. Wak¬ 
ley, but against a combination of five can¬ 
didates whose interests wore blended into 
one, against that most righteous cause of 
which their honoured guest was the repre¬ 
sentative. Notwithstanding their lateness 
in the field—notwithstanding the leaning 
of all men in pluce towards Mr. Baker—be 
believed that they would have succeeded 
had not unfair practices been resorted to ; 
and nothing could more deeply impress 
him with the conviction than did the late 
contest, that elections could never be pure 
till vote by ballot was legally recognised. 
[Drunk with loud applause .) 

Mr. Wai.ms then proposed “ The health 
of Air. Hume, the Member for Middlesex.” 
It was the health of a man known not only' 
to them, hut to the whole kingdom, .hi: 
every quality which could honourably ex¬ 
tinguish a member of parliament, or ’a pri¬ 
vate gentleman (applause). “The Health 
of Mr. Hume” (three times three). 

Colonel Jones, as the public and private 
friend of Air. Hume, rose to return thanks, 
not only for drinking the health of a man 
whose public conduct he approved, oud 
whose private worth he estimated, but for 
the very cordial and handsome manner in 
which they had paid him that distinguished 
compliment. Every one who desired re¬ 
form must have rejoiced at the letter 
written by Air. Hume with respect to the 
fitness of Mr. Wakley for the Coronersbip; 
but them was no one r.t the same time who 
knew Air. Hume who did not feel perfectly 
satisfied that that letter was written solely 
upon public grounds, and not from any pri¬ 
vate consideration whatever, lie knew 
that the two gentlemen were not even ac¬ 
quainted with each other. When he (Co¬ 
lonel Jones) went to the hustings for the 
purpose of supporting Mr. Wakley, ha was 


able election, and be ferther i 
declaring hi* conrictipn that no n 
able portion of Mr. Wakley'* ana 
human exertions were inspired by thtn 
department. (Drunk uitk ihreepmes t 
and great applause.) 

The Ladies then retired, add 

Tlfe. following toasts were then given in 
succession:— 

*• TVse numerous Members of the Legal 
Profession who evinced their freedom from 
prejudiced and self-interested feelings, by 
the sypport they afforded to Mr. W akley in 
the late contest.” 

Mr. Theobald returned thanks. 

“ The Members of the Medical Profes¬ 
sion who exerted themselves to protect the 
interests of their fellow-countrymen in the 
late struggle.”—“ The Committee.”—“ The 
Chairman.” 

The company did not separate till a late 
hour. 


CUIBC^ 

jjmmediately sarrouudsd by tmtlfor I* 1 

acquaintances, inquiring wW Imrogbthim 1 bawefra*® Mr* 
there; many of Mr. BawV 'lifatod* saying 
to him. "Hare w*not brought i«i ydnt 
friend Mr. Hume; hare we sot walked him 
over the course like a gentleman; and will 
you now turn round and oppose our friend, 

Mr. Baker 1 ” To that his reply was, that 
the supporters of Mr. Hume must have 
acted from feelings of public duty, and that 
that ought to be their sufficient reward. 

Those were the terms upon which the re¬ 
presentation of the County was accepted. 

He would tell them the motive which led 
, him to the hustings; he went to give his 
vote to Mr. Wakley on Btrictly public prin¬ 
ciples ; but he also felt bound 10 go as an 
act of justice. He had taken up the idea, 
in common with others, that the calumnies 
propagated against Mr. W akley were not 
without foundation. Further inquiry sa¬ 
tisfied him that he was in error, and he 
came upon the hustings for the purpose of 
reading l»is recantation; and he then begged 
to repeat that recantation there. He went 
again on the last day of the election, anxious 
for an opportunity of declaring his convic¬ 
tion that -Mr. Wakley was an injured man. 

No doubt the base calumnies operated 
gTeatly aguiust Mr. Wakley; but lie had 
made the most minute inquiries, and was 
thoroughly persuaded of their falsehood. 

He, as a gentleman, and as a man coming 
forward in public life, hoped to be allowed 
to declare his conviction, und upon his 
honour, that they weTe false and ground¬ 
less, (fjtmif applause.) In the name of his 
friend, .Mr. lluine, he begged to return ihtm 
liia most sincere lbank». 

The next toast was, “ The healths of the 
Lev. Mr. Evans and Mr. lingers, the Pro¬ 
poser and Seconder of Mr. Wakley on the 
invasion of the late memorable election.” 

Mr. Koukhs briefly returned thanks, as¬ 
suring them that he became the seconder 
of M r. \Y nkley upon grounds strictly public, 

—the course he adopted was influenced 
solely by a conviction that no man could be 
filler for the situation, llis first acquaint¬ 
ance with Mr. Wakley arose from that in¬ 
dignation against oppression, whatever 
form it might take, for which that gentle¬ 
man was so conspicuous. He was not one 
of those who thought that a mere lawyer 
or a mere medical man was fit for the of¬ 
fice, but from Mr. Wakley’* knowledge of 
life, public and private, his decided leaning 
to the side of the ppople, und the rights of 
every man in the community, he thought 
that no-where could there be found a man 
better fitted to become a Medico-legal 
Coroner than was Mr. Wakley. 

Mr. T. Evans having been called upon 
by the Chairman, proposed " The Healths 
of the Ladies of Middlesex, and Thanks to 

No. 370. 



CLINICAL LECTURES AT SI. BARTlIOLOllIW S. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —I feel it incumbent on me to point 
out an error, or Tatlier an omission, in the 
prefatory remarks of the last number of The 
Lancet, where it is stated, that several 
gentlemen, there mentioned, are the only 
physicians and surgeons who regularly de- 
liver clinical lectures in their respective in¬ 
stitutions. Now, I can confidently affirm, 
that Dr. Latham, of St. Uurtholomew’s Hos¬ 
pital, who observes the greatest regularity 
in his attendance upon that institution, not 
only always stays an hour longer than is ne¬ 
cessary for seeing his patients, for the pur¬ 
pose of descanting upon each case as cir¬ 
cumstances may require, but frequently 
retires from the beds of the patients and 
dilates fully and unreservedly to the students 
upon their cases, iu a inann'ef which it 
would be well for other hospital physicians 
and surgeons to adopt. 1 am. Sir, * 

Your obedient Servant, 

A Bartholomew PtPtx.* 


Sept. «Hh, 1830. 
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* to grettH psrt «re merely ooninll, MiJ 

Wfo'iti&px of Wxi.Aam the Fourth, we are unaccompaniedby stipends j but, never- 
^rteU, ku commenced moat aaspiciously, tlielrsi, (he public and the profession hate « 
that o rapid progress towards im- well-grounded Tight to expect that, as they 
provement is already evident in several are offices of honour and dignity, those gen- 
of the arrangements connected wijk the tiemen who ore named to occupy them 
royal palace. Although many wintenfiave should be selected from the first rank of the 
not rolled over os, we hare nevertheless profession, from tlmse who have deserved 
lived too long, and hare witneaiel far too well of their country, by the benefits they 
often, the deep root which misrn\ has have conferred upon mankind. In reward- 
taken, to believe that the axe will be ap- ing and promoting the members of the law 
plied with any degree of energy to the tree and the church, talents and public services, 
of corruption, by those who subsist in indo- we believe, are generally taken into con- 
lent ease on the baneful fruit which it so sideration; and, unless counterbalanced by 
luxuriantly yields. Ingredients of a very circumstances of a peculiar nature, seldom 
dissimilar character often make an agree- fail to have due weight in the scale. But 
able homogeneous compound; but forming after the most mature consideration, after 
an opinion of the whole from any one of its having carefully, deliberately, and impar- 
parts, might lead to a very unsound and ti&lly investigated ihe merits of the “ ordi- 


erroneous conclusion. It were alike un- nary” physicians and “extraordinary” 
generous and unphilosophical, therefore, to, surgeons who have been gazetted as the 
select any particular class of officers con- j conservators of his Majesty’s health, we ore 
nected with the ministerial and household j utterly at a loss to form even a remote 
appointments of the Court of William the j conjecture of the principle which can have 
Fourth, for the purpose of condemning, or governed the selection. The example is a 
of throwing reproach upon, the character' bad one. In a country like this, where the 
of the whole. And it certainly is fortunateminds even of professional men are tin eluted 
for our Monarch that it is not allowable that; with no small portion of commercial spirit, 
his generul discernment should be question- every inducement, every stimulus, should 
ed from having failed, in un individual in- be employed to incite to scientific iutpiiry 
stance, to exercise a sound judgment. Were and as mankind owes more of iu happiness 
it otherwise,—were it permissible, to decide to the cultivation of medical science, than 
upon the whole of the appointments con- of any other, the public might indulge in 
nected with the palace, from those of one de- a reasonable expectation that honour and 
partment, we should state most unfeignedlv, preferment would be awarded to those me¬ 
nd without hesitation, that the public ritorious individuals who hove moBt con- 
would have little to expect from the Court of tributed to its advancement. A country can- 
our present Majesty', either calculated to not be powerful, ifits people have not health, 
command reaped, or to call forth feelings A wise government, therefore, would do 
of admiration. Bytit isto be hoped that mo- every-thing in its power towards promoting 
fives similar to those which have influenced and securing this most valuable of all na- 
the appointmeut of the metical officers of tional attributes. Iu this country there is 
the court, have not been in operation iu any scarcely any inducement for incu of charac- 


WESTMINSTER titfOkk jtT 

ifr «nd taint Wtngiga in dw a*4kd jm» fcti jjWSi.ty 
fenion;ttlm«t,tbwtw*te«i»*ly myoHoff atM ef dtS-m$i 
of honour and emolument connected with td invest this 
it, and the very few t hat rally do exist, are name# of the tradteu of the 
occupied through the operation of a system A moat extraordinary step ttrifi' 
of favouritism and intrigue, which ia aa fraught with danger, that if 
disgraceful to our Legislature as it is dan- the governors, the an tin income Of 
geroue to the happiness of the community, hospital Will be placed in jeopardy. A 
Men of spirit and enterprise can but ill en- is evidently in the coofemplition 
dure the cold and chilling repulse of un> j medidfcl officers, who ought not to be iHow- 
principled, undiscerning, undue preference, ed wVt as governors during the time tbit’ 
No man would for one moment attempt, they els the servants of the institution, 
by offering a single remark, to check Neither at St. Thomas’s Hospital, Guy’s, 
the inclination of the Sovereign in se- nor at Sr. Bartholomew’s, hare the pbysi- 
lecting liis immediate personal attend- cians and surgeons nny such daogeroua 
unts; but the “ ministerial ” medical offices, privilege ; and it would be well for the in- 
und the honorary medical officers con- terests of the Westminster Hospital, if the 


neoted with the Household, the members medical officers were deprived of the oppor- 
of our profession, and the public, have a tunity of being masters and servants atone 
wi ll-grounded right to expect should be and the same time. The question, we be- 
occupied by men of established character lieve, is to be agitated on Wednesday next, 
and of acknowledged scientific acquire- when we hope the public will have reason 
ments. fo applaud the good sense of the great body 

We have now directed the attention of the 
public to the late medical oppoinments, and 
have thus paved the way for an erposure, 
which, we suspect, will not add 10 the re¬ 
spectability of a courtier, who is more 
feared than beloved, and who is the depo- now about to be remedied in France, the 
••:farv of too many secrets to be conve- state of medicine will undergo a com- 
mently dismissed. plete reform, and the Minister of the Interior 


of the governors of the hospital. 

MKWCM. REFORM AT TAR1S. 
Amongst the numerous abuses which are 


VISTSmSTKU uosr ITAL. 

It will be recollected that the late F.. 
Hollond, Esq., bequeathed 10,000/. each, to 
several of the principal hospitals, and 
amongst others that sum was given to the 
Westminster. In one of the bequests it 
was specifically appropriated to the building 
fund of the charity. No such direction hav¬ 
ing been given in the bequest to the build • 
ing fund of the Westminster Hospital, the 
legacy, when received, was invested by the 
treasurer in the permanent funds of the 
charity, agreeably to the usual practice. 
At u subsequent period, however, direc- 


has accordingly appointed a committee, in 
order to inquire into the present state of the 
hospitals, the manner in which the medical 
officers are elected, the appointment of pub¬ 
lic lecturers, etc., and to propose the neces¬ 
sary alterations. The committee consists 
of MM. Cuvier, Dubois, Duweril, Landr6 
Beauvais, An dial, J. Cloquet* llusson, and 
Guerin, and is expected soon to qaake its 
report. The principal alterations Will, it is 
generally hoped, consist in the adoption of 
the “ coucoura" for all public appointments, 
the election by medical juries from the pro¬ 
fessors of the faculty, the medical officers of 
the hospitals, and the members of the Aca¬ 
demia ltoyale de Medecine. The duration 
E i 



SOCIETY OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. 


fiju jbs,die hnwdoua jurisprudence of 
ig|| Jd&«rpreUtioi>. These great end 
lljlSjpSjk ,oao only be redressed by pDr- 
^ ^ M Mpr 'ipflden c e; and the chief strength 
■R|jratf arising from the contributions of 
jw|||pbpre ot this Society, lies in the 
lUlpbich it givrs .of appealing to the 
and of persisting steadily ogaiust 
a B^ Saion and opposition until the general 
ortCtitioner shall have obtained a distinct 
aaid legal recognition of his rights, privi¬ 
leges, and rank, and have burst every trBrn- 
imd that binds him down to a degraded sub¬ 
serviency. These ore measures whicfi ibe 
Society is pledged to pursue ; the penoKrof 
their commencement must, of coursi, de¬ 
pend upon the possession of means, Ind be 
fixed by the fiat of deliberation. the 
purposes of individual protection, the fond 
will at nil times be available in every instnnce 
where, upon due inquiry and examination, it 
shall appear to the Society, that one of its 
members sustaining any injury or wrong in 
his professional capacity, nr is called on to 
assert bis right, or defend his interest on 
any point that applies strictly and especially 
to the whole body. The subject of pro¬ 
fessional remuneration is of momentous 
urgency, and demands the most careful con¬ 
sideration. It is true that under the direc¬ 
tion of the Lord Chief Justice Tenterden, a 
verdict was lately given in favour of the 
right of a general practitioner to charge for 
his services; hut such n decision by no 
ipeans necessarily becomes a law of the land, 
and though dictated by the opinion of one 
riidge to-day, it may be reversed by the 
dictum of another to-morrow. When the 
Society shall hnve arranged a scheme for 
regulating a general mode of professional 
compensation, by which the tnediral prac¬ 
titioner may be emancipated from the odious 
necessity of balancing ins remuneration bv 
the charge for hi* medicines, it will be ne¬ 
cessary to legalize the measure by an appli¬ 
cation to Parliament, in tine, the fund 
formed by the nunual contributions will 
enable the Society to prosecute measures 
for obtaining such legislative interference 
as may be necessary m removing all dis¬ 
abilities, for the protection and support of 
the interests and welfare of its members, for 
bringing into operation those suggestions 
which the Iftietuating influence of circum¬ 
stance* may give rise to, and for establish¬ 
ing the respectability and prosperity of the 
general - practitioner* of this kingdom. 

The plau of the benevolent fund differs 
from any other heretofore established,* 
being founded upon the principle of general 
benevolence. To tin? members of this So- 


* Extending relief to medical men who do noi 
1WWtfto the Society, and are not subscribers to 

w»yMnd. 


defy, whose circumstances preclude them 
from proriding for the contingencies of ac¬ 
cident, old age, and death, it must surely be 
a consolation to contemplate a resource for 
such periods of desolation, whilst the more 
favoured individuals whom fortune has 
placed above the necessity for such aid, will 
not withhold their Bupport to the efforts of 
humanity. It is therefore confidently trust¬ 
ed that the voluntary donations of all dosses 
of persons will not fail to produce a fund 
adequate to the benevolent iutentions of its 
philanthropic contributors, in aid of which 
the surplus of the general fund Will be added 
to it a* often as it exceeds the sum neces¬ 
sary for the exigencies of the Society. 

To promote the objects contemplated by 
the founders of this Society, its members, 
wherever situated, are invited, at all times, 
to an unreserved communication of their 
opinions and wishes. By this means a 
splendid system of general co-operation will 
be established throughout the kingdom, and 
remedies devised and applied for evils of 
every sort, whether local or universal, indi¬ 
vidual or collective. In furtherance of the 
measures for improving the science of medi¬ 
cine, it is requested that the members will 
transmit to the Society in London, such pa¬ 
pers, reports ofcases, and other professional 
information, as they may consider conducive 
to the improvement of knowledge aud the 
good of the public. The more important 
communications will be printed, as the 
" Transactions*' of the Society ; and as the 
literature thus collected will be regarded as 
tbe joint property of the association, it wiU 
be published for the benefit of its members, 
merely at a remunerating price for the ex¬ 
penses iucuvred. 

Such are the principles and intentions of 
a Society to which all the general practi¬ 
tioners in the kingdom should attach them¬ 
selves ; and every individual of the class is 
hereby invoked, by the respect which he 
bears fur himself, and the regard he enter¬ 
tains for the honour ami interest of hit pro¬ 
fession, to give his aid in promoting the 
formation of an institution for establishing 
the. prosperity and happiness of the medical 
community. 

“ Ex veritote causa pendetur.” 

By order of the Committee, 

lii.Nnv Bon u, Secretary. 

Society’s Chambers, 4, Ilegeut Street. 



PHILIP ON CHANGES OF STRUCTURE. 


properly as called, the 

A Treatise on tht Nature mi Cure of thaw ■>**•!•*' of voluntary Bolioo, 

Z>i«ur», c.tkrr Acute or Chronic, which tbroagh the intervention of the no) 
precede change of Structure, with a viea tem, they io their usual fnnctiooa iBR 
to tkepreiervation of health, anJpStiek- jected to the leuaorial power, 
lari) the prevention of Organic Discuses. »■“ coof»«lo» hero between the-MB 
By A.P. W. Pnn.tr, M.U., F.R.S., dec. "power" end "faoction j” > ftl *T‘*SI 
London: Longman end Co. 1830. 8vo. regarded aaharing a aimilar import,'(N||| 
pp. 432. the whole passage ia unintelligible; iw flf 

It i. much to he regretted that » author ** *™’ * .*- ■** 
who ha. mitten eo much and an weU aa Ur. “f* dK ‘ 10B - “ 8xci ““ rat 

Philip, ahould at laat put forth a work like w *5“ r T m “‘ cI ” “ 
the preaent, the value of which, to a.y the ' ol " i ^ “, nd 0 “« b, > the T ft, ” ! * •*«*«•» 
least of it. i. very que.tion.hle, rod which *' m 7"*‘ * T1 “°”' »f, be P'* ced , unte ,b * 
can certainly odd nothing to hi. reputation. “f" UI Throoghout the 

A large portion of it. content, conaiat. of wb<j8 cI,8 P ,8r ' ,nd8ed ' 0,1 118 '“»«»»<* 
ob.em.tion. alreadv repeatedly puhli.hed the nerroua ay.tem, there t. much obectmty 
by other., and fact, with which every prac- S “ d contradiction, nndtfDr.Ph.hp 

thinner i. acquainted! and the routia, for! 'V" 1881 »" d <‘»*‘“><«. tbero .ubUe dtsttnc 
the meet part, taken from the author's pro-. 0 ™ a - h8 b “ *“ l8d “ “» bl “* 

vioua publications, to which continual refer-j otber * l ° d ° «; Why, for instance, “the 
ence or alluaioa i. made. There i. little or!” 8 ” 088 jT" “ B “ l > • tr ‘ Ctl f 8 P e8i,,1 e- *° 
nothing, therefore, in the work which c.n| be »^d..one of the vttal power, of the 
be called original, nor is thl. defect in any! ^ we ” 8 “ * lo “ *0 comprehend ; for 
way compenaeted by convenience of ar-1 *•"*““ wh.ch are adduced in support 
rangemout or clenrneis of reasoning ; on the 1 atatement, if they hare any force ro 

contrary, many parts of it are written in I*>" 8< l“f f »M> 1 f •“ lb <> « b « v.ui 

, . , . , , powers: and so far are we from agreeing 

unguagu and style so obscure and confused • 1 ' * ... , .. .. . 

f.u „ • a „■ . u 4 i ! with Dr. lUnlip, that we are rather inclined 

as to be almost unintelligible to the medical,! ,. r . . A , A ,, 

, . , , 51 . , ’ to reverse his statement, and to shv that, 

and entirely Bo to the general reader, for_ • . v 

. * . ,i,i strict!v speaking, the nervous is to be con- 

whom nevertheless, as the author has stated J tlle on , riul tbe Hdc ; le 

“ b “ >" 8f “ 8 '“.“ “ 18881 "I™ 1 * ‘ ntrDi f I which presides over all the functions of !hc 
These remarks, it is true, apply more to the , , , .. . 

.. . 11 3 . . body, and on which they all more or less 

first part of the work than to the second, J . 

which contains observations on the treat- j ,, mucU s ,id 0 f ,he diroasc. of 

met oi the diseases in question, yet even ^ ^ , u0 n0tic6 wh , tt «r is 

here, mingled With some exceUe.tdrrec-! ^ #f |ht itetliOSC eI t ; Q the fo,. 
tion, to invalids w„b regard to d..t and; Iowi wUch occa „ quit, at tha 

management, there is much which can be 0 j- t | ie 1,00k, 

serviceable neither to them nor to any class f “ 4< N()r are we ‘ asaUted eilhe r by sounding 
of readers whatever. i t ] ie by gently strikino; different part# 

t'ndcr tliese circumstances it would be of it, or the use of a lately-invented instru- 
altogether useless for us to moke any long meut; for although either of these means 
exlructP, or to give any analysis of the work ; readily points out where and to what extent 
, .. * '! the lunirH are obstructed, uttither will tell us 

there arc, however, some part.cnlar passages ^ ohrtrllcU(m , from tuber . 

which wo cannot pass over without notice. ; or ^ „f ctrncturt, or thick 
At p. 49, the author stotes that “ we have: and viscid fluids clogging the air-tubes tad 
every reason to believe that the iiensorinl is cells.”—p. 399. 

a power wholly distinct from that strictly The incorrectness of this statement moot 
culled nervous.” In the following page he bo very evident to any one but moderately 
enumerates sensation and volition among accustomed to the use of the stethoscope. 


the “ eeneoriul functions.” and yet iinme- the author’s ignorance and contempt of 
diutely afterwards obaervoa “ the following which ore shown in other parts of the book, 
muy he regarded as the uervous functions where statements ore made relative to the 
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ckdhteaae*, quite at vari 
fcjjflfcjfti afforded by this valu- 
“ ftsd jriuob ought, therefore, 
been given in a somewhat 


ige phrasqs as pulmonary con¬ 
ing the cause of organic dis- 
b lungs, the brain being the erg-on 
g, &c., may possibly be regarded us 
Stypographical errors; but what shall 
we say of the following sentences l —“TJiey 
(the diseases of the heart) may be dfvf 
into two classes, those which weakaMhe 
power with which it propels the blood, and 
those which impede the paasage of th^Wood 
through it; the former the disease* »the 
hearty tael f, the latter of its orifices and ite 
nj*ei.' , --i>. 156. Of inflammation and of 
nervous irritability, it may perhaps be said, 
that they, if not immediately yet ultimately, 
have the effect of weakening the action of j 
the heart, but this cannot apply to hypertro¬ 
phy, in which the heart will continue to act 
with gTeat violence, producing a full and 
atrong pulse even for many months; and 
thus one of the most common of the organic 
diseases of the heart is entirely excluded 
from them. 

But we have had enough of this ungrate¬ 
ful task, and we shall conclude our observa¬ 
tions by extracting one short sentence which 
is equally true and important. 

4 ‘Thus all the important tendencies in the 
caseB we have been considering ’’ (of dis¬ 
ease in one organ inducing similar and dif¬ 
ferent diseases in others) “ depend ou the 
direct influence of the nervous on the san¬ 
guiferous system, on the fact tiiat continued 
nervous irritation always tends to produce 
inflammatory action.”—p. 21?. 


** ARGUMENTS ** IN FAVOUR OF THE PRE¬ 
SENT “ ORDER OF THINGS” IN THE MEDI¬ 
CAL PROFESSION. 

To the "Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,— For the satisfaction of some secret 
doubts,.I beg to know whether the letter, 
in the last number of your journal," in fa¬ 
vour of the present order of things,’' was 
the genuine production of a Licentiate, or 


than |s#t^g«meBte t H U -ba wt, the 
class at practitioner* who art inferior to him 
must be oootemptible IpdwxL 

I would wiUinely jaakft aonuawmarks 
upon that letter, but am ahnoct restrained 
by v se rio QI doubt of its genuineness. 
Surely, Sir, no educated man can question 
your right to censure any evil, because you 
are notits personal viotim. Snob an opinion, 
if any ono could entertain it, would be imme¬ 
diately refuted by tbemarim, that “ he who 
allows oppression, shares the crime.” But, 
in civil society no evil can be entirely per¬ 
sonal, wr have all a common interest in 
destroying bad customs, and therefore the 
right to do so is common also. Let the 
“Licentiate” remember this, when he 
again wishes to intrude his imbecility upon 
your pages. 

The "dinners and entertainments” to 
which your correspondent alludes, are cer¬ 
tainly of a more substantial nature. But, 
Sir, are they not provided rate to ensnare 
the patronage of the apothecary, than to re¬ 
compense him for ill If they Bre truly 
given in u return,” the recompense is not 
very magnificent ; it is only an occasional 
repast to those men from whom the physi¬ 
cian virtually receives his daily bread. It 
is the generosity of a highwayman, who 
gives a shilling to the man whom he has 
plundered of a purse. 

1 do not see the applicability of that 
simile, which your correspondent has taken 
from the military profession. The distinc¬ 
tions in the armv are natural and essential, 
the officer plans*aud directs that which his 
underling has to execute ; but no such dis¬ 
tinction can be formed in the medical pro¬ 
fession, unless the *' inferior portion ” of it 
be confined to the mere preparation of pre¬ 
scriptions. If any such distinction should 
ever be made, our " superiors ” may be con¬ 
fident of deserving, even if they should not 
obtain, thu mechanical department. 

As regards the fiue of WO/., if any such 
fine there be, the apothecary is in no danger 
of incurring it. ilia resistance will not be 
shown in on intemperate refusal to prepare 
the prescriptions of the physician; but in 
a gradual and rational influence over the 
mind of his patient. No penalties con 
punish Buch an opposition, and no paltry 
machinations can defeat it. When the seal 
and ability of the general practitioner are 
fully known to the patient, he will have, but 
little inclination for the ceremony and ex¬ 
pense of a physician. Old prejudices in 
favour of a name will be easily and effectu¬ 
ally removed by the lemotihtruuces of rea- 


only a solemn sneer' with which you j son. And ns this is the kind of opposition 
sapped the pretensions of the “ superior! which best befits gentlemen , it is that which 
portion of medical jnen. ’ If the former'will most probably be adopted. Let the 
supposition be true, 1 hope, Sir, that the j “ Licentiate and his acquaintances” aban- 
prwttce of your correspondent is far sounder i don, therefore, their premature hope of be- 


coning-etraunon infomdrs j bt r*fr*ts, at 
bwrt, Wi publishing tush a disgraceful it». 
ten tioa. ; 

If il l* you* opinion that these Temarka 
rwiy mw uy good purpose, they arc, Sir, 
at you* service. 

Your r&iibrul servant, 

J.C.J. 

BlttCkfriarg Head, 

September 1 <tii, 1 830. 

[We hope that upon reflection, our cor¬ 
respondent will find in the character of this 
Journal sufficient evidence for assuring him 
of the authenticity of the document to which 
he hu referred.— Ed. L.] 


TO THE PARENTS OF YOUTH DESTINED *OW 
TUB MEDIC AX PSOP18BION. 

Gbwtlkhen,-— Having been for many 
years on attentive observer of the state of 
the medical profession, and of the qualifica¬ 
tions of tlio juniors who are commencing the 
practice of it, it has appeared to me, that 
in very many instances the education of 
these young men has been upon too con¬ 
tracted a Bonle, as regards the acquisition 
both of general and of professioiv.il know¬ 
ledge. The general diffusion of science, 
11 the march of intellect,** if you please, is 
such among all daises of the community, as 
to compel those members of our profession 
who are desirous of upholding the honour 
and dignity of it, to exert themselves in 
keeping up our title to the pre-eminence 
which is so kindly conceded to us in so¬ 
ciety ; and in taking care that we at least 
keep pace with the members of other pro¬ 
fessions in intelligence—in the possession of 
various knowledge, as well as of that which 
is directly essential to ibo practice of our 
art. 

With this view, I would beg leave to 
recommend, that the preliminary education 
of our juniors should be more liberal and 
comprehensive than it generally is; that 
hoys before they are apprenticed, should be 
well grounded in classical and polite litera¬ 
ture—in the elements of the mathematics, 
and of natural philosophy. 

In the accomplishment of this purpose, 
youth will commence their professional stu¬ 
dies with great advantages: with well-regu¬ 
lated and disciplined minds; the faculties 
expanded and strengthened by having been 
accustomed to vigorous application, ami 
therefore qualified to apply their powers 
with greater effect to the acquisition of the 
medical sciences, and those hrnuches of 
knowledge which ure immediately auxiliary 
to them. 

That those are important truths, must, 1 
think, be acknowledged by every candid and 
competent observer. Similar opinions have 



menfee bis practise by 
of ethics, may, 1o tome, 
dlntry mode of introduction <40 
the art of healing, few, 1# 
attained mote practical akiU, 
acquaintance with their own peculiar, 
or mure deserved success, fhaq 
suppose tbaj general attainment# m Eft#*-',. 
ludgp,.an<l even a predilection for potiielit*« 
rntuj-e, hove a tendency to disqualify or en* 
feeble the medical practitioner, is -vr-WUHt- 
an ignorance of the character and privet* 
histor^iof the moat distinguished men who, 
in ev,ny age and country, have improved 
and elevated that profession. Variety of 
knowledge was never seen to encumber the 
possessor; on the contrary, it prepares an 
ampler apace and a tinner footing for all 
that is to come after, la the numberless and 
unexpected emergencies which occur in tb* 
relief of the diseases of the body and the 
mind ; in the ever-varying combinations of 
causes of character which present themselves, 
an almost universal acquaintance with na¬ 
ture and art would seem to be demanded. 
The power of making good observations, a 
retentive memory, a fired attention, and 
the habit of generalizing, are among the 
most important qualities of the physician ; 
and these can be acquired or strengthened, 
only by an early and extensive intellectual 
education. Some of the most enlightened 
governments of Europe have perceived 
this truth during the present century, und 
uuvv exact from the candidate for medical 
honours, a course of more or less rigorous 
preliminary studies in general literature: 
we may cite Kiunce and Prussia in parti¬ 
cular !"* 

In the great object of raising the standard 
of intellectual and profess onal attainment 
in our profession, 1 am of opinion that the 
University of Lomlou in likely to be emi¬ 
nently instrumental. Within its walls are 
tauglit all the brunches of useful knowledge 
that enter into the composition of a polite 
and liht-ral education, and there youth, pre¬ 
viously well initiated, will acquire a tuste 
for dignified and intellectual pursuits, and 
become, eventualiv, valuable members of the 
profession, aud men of enlightened minds. 
As a school of medicine, this university 
has already a high reputation, which will 
doubtless go on increasing under its emi¬ 
nent professors. Certain it is, 1 believe, 
that exertion must he made to extend and 
enlarge the education of youth intended for 
the medical profession, as regards early 
mental discipline, and ‘the acquisition of 

* Lives of Eminent British Physicians—Pringle. 





PAY OF ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


jmtry,« well Mof professional, know* 
V* to maintain our position in 
Hittt*dvanoed and advancing stale of 
liMKty. 

Yours, &c. 

Surbiensis. j 


AIMjfY ASSISTANT-SURGEONS. 

To the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Sir, —Your correspondent .A., whose 
letter appears in the last number of lour 
inrsluablepublication,ought to hare knjvru 
that the late Secretary at War has made an 
effort to remedy the evil complained of by 
J2.; and almost the first act of liia weseut 
Majesty was to sign a royal warrant Jiving 
to assistant-surgeons of the army, after ten 
years’aervice, the daily pay of ten shillings, 
and allowing them also a retirement pro¬ 
portioned to their services on full-pay. 
But, Sir, how melancholy the reflection 
that the junior officers of this department 
should owe this boon to the good heart and 
sound judgment of Sir Henry Hardinge, 
and not to their own natural chief Sir James 
M'Grigor! From the moment this latter 
gentleman got placed at the head of the 
medical department, up to the present hour, 
1 defy his most favoured or partial friend 
topointout oueactof favour or of advantage 
he has procured fur the department, or any 
exertion lie has ever made to improve the 
condition of medical officers, or to render 
them more respectable. He has, indeed, 
attempted to rule them with a rod of iron, 
and, where he could with impunity, has 
shown that Bob Roy’s blood runs in his 
veins. But no-where under his govern¬ 
ment can I discover anv-thing like the act 
of a noble, mind, or tire generous feelings of 
one who by good luck more than talent 
owes hiB fortune und his respectability to the 
service. All M‘Grigor’s efforts have been 
for Belf, and the shameless manner in which 
bis influence has beeu used to serve his aon 
and heir, would have brought many before a 
court martial. 


King William has increased the pay of 
all the medical officers in the army, and hai 
arranged their ranks in a way that is more 
uniform, and gives a greater respectability 
than haabitherto been the cue; and instead 
of being dressed more like monkeys than 
men, they have again been permitted to 
assume the British uniform. But I really 
believe, had it been proposed that the doc¬ 
tors should be dressed like “ Paddy from 
Cork” with their coals buttoned behind, 
his honour the Knight Director General 
would have said,Oh ! by all means let it 
be so.” t should be glad to see the new 
warrant for regulating the medical depart, 
ment of the army in the pages of Thu Lan¬ 
cet, as no otherwise do I conceive cau it 
become generally known to the profession. 
I am, Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer, 

A Poor Assistant-Surgeon. 

September 13,1830. 


PAY OF ARMY MF.DICAI. OFFICERS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— I beg leave, with reference to the 
communication signed K., aud inserted in 
No. 36? of your journal, to forwurd you a 
staiemeut of the rates of daily pay of army 
medical officers annexed to his Majesty's 
warrant, dated 2ttth of July, 1830 (from 
which day the same is to take effect), bv 
which you will perceive that the benevolent 
wishes of your correspondent have beeu an¬ 
ticipated. 

1 tun, Sir. 

Your obedient servuat, 

J. II. P. 

Sept, lb, 1830. 

P.S.—TliRre are, of course, other particu¬ 
lars in the warrant, but as the scale of pay 
contains (he information relative to the in¬ 
crease of the assisiunt-Burgeon’s emolu¬ 
ments, 1 have thought it best to occupy tbe 
least possible Bpace of your valuable work. 


HATES OF DAILY FAY. 


I Alter Sti Years j ^(^r Alter 10 but Under 10 Ti ara 

! actual Service. I ur, ' ipr ' eai » ““.to *> Year* aclua| 

' actual .service, actual Service. 









THE POOR.—'PRUSSIC AClD.-rPEftBY IKFIRMARY 


PNJVSmM41* OPERATIONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir*—A llow Email space in columns 
which have never yet beep closed to any 
appeal on behalf of offering humanity. I 
entreat the attention of overseers and guar¬ 
dians of the ooor to a practice which has 
gained ground to an alarming extent; 1 
mean the dismemberment of the poor in 
parish workhouses and infirmaries. It is 
the custom in these places to do what is! 
never done in large hospitals, namely, to 
perform mutilating operations at the in¬ 
stance of one individual—the operator, with-, 
out the consultation, sanction, or concurrence, 
of any other practitioner. 

Before any operation be undertaken (ex¬ 
cept for hernia), 1 think that it is the duty 
of the lay authorities to receive the most 
satisfying and couvinciug proofs of such 
necessity from more than oue competent: 
authority. 

I remain yours, &c. 

A Friend to the Poor, 
And uu Enemy to aU close Hole- 
ami-Corner Proceedings. 

Sept. 2nd, 1850. 


ANTTDOl X TO PRUSSIC AC'tD, 

Mr. W. II. Potter, of Old Compton 
Street, has forwarded to us some observa¬ 
tions with a view “ to corroborate the use of 
chlorine as an antidote to the deleterious 
effects of prussic acid,” and adds the fol¬ 
lowing experiment 

“ l prepared o concentrated hydrocyanic 
acid, of the specific gravity of 89, at oO® 
temp. Fahrenheit; 1 placed one drop in the 
eye of a cat; she walked about iu a stagger¬ 
ing manner for the space of a minute, she 
then fell on her side, and was convulsed; 
her eyes appeared large, and starting; the 
pupils much dilated, fixed, and covered 
with a kind of glaxe; her breathing was 
deep and Laborious. Chlorine was now ad¬ 
ministered, diluted with several times its 
bulk of water ; a few drops were placed in 
her mouth, and plentifully stuttered round 
about. It seemed for some time to produce 
no effect, hut, by using it assiduously, and 
splashing the animal with cold water, 
sense at last returned, and she turned her 
head to where the bottle containing the 
chlorine was held. Respiration now be¬ 
came more regular, with starting nml throw¬ 
ing out of the limbs ; the Huimul seemed to 
punt for the fresh air, mid to take as large 
inspirations ns possible. After ubout an 
hour bad elapsed from the exhibition of the 
poison, water was placed under her nose, 


when, as by tbs influence of euwMMfr 
could be let down from the 
suddenly to resume all ber 
up, ran several yards, and hid bemilWjg^ 
cat entirely recovered in tour or $hH| 

Our correspondent does not seem t^J 
borne in mind, that celd affusion fesslU 
recommended as of itself sufficient to MMM 
teiact the effects of hydrocyanic acid, -jUtoL 
that the conclusions at which be would top 
rive iu favour of the efficacy of chlorine iff 
this case, are completely neutralized by$ts 
employment of the water. In a previous 
volumVof this Journal, lie will find on ac¬ 
count of the results obtained by Dr. Heibst, 
of Gottingen, who first recommended the 
shock of cold water, and practised it on 
animal*'most successfully. His experiments 
have been repeated by Orfila with similar 
effect. 


DERBYSHIRE INFIRMARY. 

To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sxr,—I think you will like to hear that a 
long discussion took place yesterday (Mon¬ 
day Sept. 27tb) at the Weekly Board of 
Governors of our Infirmary, as to the ne¬ 
cessity of calling on the coroner for the bo¬ 
rough of Derby, to inquire into the cause of 
the suddeu and une xpected death of one of 
Dr. Baker’s patients ; but after much srgu- 
mem, particularly from a limb of the law on 
the doctor's side, the Board agreed that they 
could not inform the coroner, without caus¬ 
ing an imputation against the doctor, and 
it was therefore very considerately deter¬ 
mined to let the matter rest! The. house 
apotbecaiy, the apprentice, and some pa- 
tienis, were examined before the Board, and 
the cause of death did not appear. We 
thought of “ the pent-up-house of dark¬ 
ness we did just manage to collect, that 
the deceased was a woman of middle age, 
who had beeu troated for a tumour iu the 
belly, had been “ rubbed ” with iodine 
ointment for three daps, and the plan 
changed, but death stopped the intended 
course of physic. 

The woman was extremely sick for two 
(lays before death, iu short nothing would 
stay upon her stomach, and the 1 apprentice 
said “ there was a good di al the matter with 
the stomach we have heard the stomach 
was iu u highly inflamed state, ns much so 
us if poison hud been taken ; the woman 
looked of full habit of body,and the tumours 
did not give her “ much trouble we under-' 
stand she had noL be on treated for inflam¬ 
mation of thu stomach, either by general or 
local bleeding, or by blistering the pit of the 
stomach. Hence these questions arise, What 
caused the inflammation 1 and why wero.no 



MR. ELMORE ON THE 


COLLEGE COUNCIL. 


R l“* to subdue it! was it over- 
id *J1 t]ie attention directed to the 
uoour in the belly 1 Dr. F. Fox 
Board, be suggested at the ex- 
of the body after death, that there 
ich reason for preserving the in- 
macli, ns foi keeping the tumour, 

, Baker immediately exclaimed, 

_-»t allow any impertinent interfer- 

«njce, for I do not wish to have my cates 
cooked up for the Lancet so the crimson 
stomach was sewed up in tly» body to be 
covered by the sod ! We think tlqsjcase 
wants no cooking. 

We do not know what physic this stomach 
had received, but we think the doctor 
should be looked after, iu his doses at least, 
since he ordered two tenspoonfuls of com¬ 
pound eolchicum powder to be taken three 
times a day by one of his out-patients a short 
time ago, but the man had sense enough to 
discontinue the dose before he had repeated 
it bo as to produce any very serious effects 
upon his constitution. This compouud con¬ 
tains eight grains of the powdered colchi- 
cum-root in half a draclun, the rest being 
sulphate of potash.—N.B. Two teaspoons- 
ful not much heaped up, weigh more than 
three drachms, so the doctor ordered his 
patient forty-eight grains, at lcnst, of the 
cuichicum- root for a dose, ter die.! The phar¬ 
macopeia of the hospital Btatea the dose of 
this compound to be from one scruple to 
half a drachm ; it would be well to know 
the particulars of this colchicumcage,—must 
not the patient have had a very fortunate 
constitution ? 

The fishes get no physic now (thanks to 
Mr. Wright). Dr. Linker seldom changes 
his medicines, and his out-patients do not 
repeat their attendances uh they used to do 
before " the smell of gunpowder.’’ The 
physic bill this quarter is about 30b instead 
of 88b What will the druggists think of 
this! They must look for assistance from 
the self-supporting dispensary now getting 
up in this town, where patients are to be 
doctored fora penny per week! Midwifery, 
.7#,, paid two months in advance ! 

Philanthropist. 


COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE 
'OF SURGEONS. 

,Tb the Editor of The Lancet. 

Silt,-—In your able observations on the 
Council of the College of Surgeons, wherein 
you have introduced my name, you truly 
intimate, that there " is a point beyond 
which human endurance cannot go, nnti 
whence reaction springs.” I fte! the jus- 
tie* of your remark, “ that when the yoke 
of tyranny if lelt upon the neck, a man, if 


ever no enslaved or debased, is stimulated 
to shake it off.*' lam not one of those tame 
spirits who will silently submit to gross in¬ 
justice ; I have been treated with such by 
the Council of the College of Surgeons, 
therefore I sball send you a few letters for 
{ the information of my professional brethren, 
l and the public at large, stating their pro¬ 
ceedings against myself, and four other 
members of the College, to whom they have 
thought proper to deny their covenanted 
rights. My name stood first on the list of 
those declared, by the preceding meeting 
of the Council, to be perfectly eligible, in 
point of talents and abilities*, it wiis fol¬ 
lowed by Mr. W. 11. Lynn, Mr. Hording, 
Mr. Broughton, and Mr. Jessy, The form of 
bullot was gone through,! believe,in the three 
first cases, but that was deemed too trouble¬ 
some in the two last, iu their indecent haste 
to get to the little person, Mr. Earlp, whom 
the commanding influence of the old man of 
the council had pre-arranged should be 
brought into it. 01 qualifications 1 have 
vet to learn, that Mr. Earle possesses one 
that is not equalled, if not surpussed, by nil 
the gentlemen over whom he has been 
unjustly placed. For myself, 1 fearlessly 
assert, that iny professional education lias 
been such ns few men have been fortunate 
enough to enjoy, and certainly such as few 
members of tlie Council can boast of; for, 
after having studied iu the Loudon schools 
of anatomy, surgery, and medicine; attend¬ 
ed us pupil and house-surgeon for two years 
one of the London Hospitals ; passed my 
examinations, and received my diploma from 
the College, I spent three sessions in Edin¬ 
burgh studying medicine, and oue anatomi¬ 
cal season iu Dublin, and have since visited 
Paris with a view to acquire the knowledge 
of any improvement iu the healing art that 
our continental compeers may have made. I 
have only to add, that my school and hospi¬ 
tal-acquired knowledge has been fiated by 
an experience of twenty-four years’ active 
practice in different parts of Europe, part 
of which time was passed in the Peninsular 
army, where the great operations of surgery 
became matter of daily practice ; and that I 
have now been some years settled in London, 
in a not very confined exercise of our 
honourable and useful art. Thus I beg lo 
demand, in what single point does Mr. Earle 
possess an equal claim with me for the 
honours which, by the by-laws of the Col¬ 
lege, I am justly entitled to? One single 
point may be urged, viz., that he is the 
nephew of the late Mr. EotIb, and fortui¬ 
tous circumstances buve made him the suc¬ 
cessor of his uncle at one of the hospitals, 
for a moment allow this title of his to be 
fatal to my claims; Mr. Lynn’s claims oa 
this point ure equal to Mr. Ernie’s, but he 
too is passed over by the Council of (should 
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be) joit and honourable men. Mr. Earle, a 
junior member of the College, is dragged 
over the beads of bis five senior/, and more 
experienced professional brethren, by the 
secret conclave, who machinate at midnight 
under their dark corporate mantle, assassi¬ 
nating the character of any individual mem¬ 
ber of the College before whom they may 
choose to exercise the r private professional 
jealousy and malignant spleen! And who 
are these men that have thus dared to com¬ 
mit such flagrant injustice? I will endea¬ 
vour to give you fearlessly and truly the best 
information of each individual that I om 
. possessed of. 

The President, Mr. Headington, is a 
scholar, a high-minded, independent, and 
honourable gentleman, and of great profes¬ 
sional acquirements. Of the two Vice- 
Presidents 1 can say little as to high-miud- 
edness, independence, or great professional 
acquirements. They appear to me to have 
been fortunate in a successful worship of, 
and bowing to, persons, hut that the homage 
has been much devoted to .the sciences 1 
shall not ho hold enough to assert, though 
they mny have sacrificed very largely to 
the graces, and even to the muses. Of Sir 
William Hlizard I could wish to say much ; 
but there are causes which operate on orga¬ 
nised beings, and some which place all 
moral consideration in abeyance; not that 
1 think the good Sir William Wizard has 
ever suffered under restraint, which, how¬ 
ever morally good, might he considered a 
physical evil. Bui, Sir, 1 have n great 
idea, that had Sir William put under re- 
att aint his feelings, they would not have 
got the better of him so altogether, as they 
have been known to do in the coutse of his 
long life ; and his family, and the few en¬ 
lightened members of the Council, would 
not have suffered from his talons those, ugly 
scratches which they huve occasionally re¬ 
ceived, when be bus been in a desperate fit 
of that terribly wicked disease, the mania 
senilis, under which the good Sir William 
has so long laboured, allhough some of his 
warmest friends still assert, that the disease 
has not impaired his intellectual faculties, 
wbicli/they say, ure as bright ns ever. As 
to that fact 1 canuot speak, but 1 pray Cod 
to keep me from such praise from my friends, 
because 1 did hope, in mercy to his weak¬ 
nesses, that in early years the good Sir Wil¬ 
liam did possess more* vigour of mind and 
body than he at present retains. How is it, 
I may be asked, that he bus still such in¬ 
fluence over the Council; is it that intrigue 
is a part of the disease under which lie 
labours? or that eternal fidgetty do-nothing, 
that every man iVels when the gulf of 
death yawns before him ? Or is it that re¬ 
spect lor senility which the members ol' the 
College were called on to exercise at the Hun- 


teriafi orations delivered two 
ago? It is one, it is all; 
as the latter would, not be 
scientific institution throughout %l », gl flrajj 
world! because Hie colleagues 
man would have boldly and IndetiOttw H p 
interfered to prevent any Mlow 
ing such a public exhibition of thfrijSpHt! 
dence of his powers ! Hut the peculiar osipT- 
emotion of the council is inimical, rat 
especially, to independence; for half 
members of the council are aspirants for fib# 
honour, and, more important still, the 
mentis,<of the examiners; to this goal they 
cannot arrive but by courting and flattering, 
therefore any enuvass that is refused by one 
of the council to an examiner, is never to 
be forgotten, when said councillor aspires 
to become a member of the court of ex¬ 
aminers. Thus sycophancy and subser¬ 
viency to what has long been considered the 
head, the old man of the college, nre en¬ 
couraged. I put it to the profession aft 
large, Js such a head, said to he 9i> years, 
old, fit to guide and direct the numerous 
members, much less to advise the legisla¬ 
ture, on all matters connected with the 
health und preservation of liis Majesty's 
liege subjects ? 

In my next letter I shall proceed to give 
you a little information of the other members 
of the council individually. Indeed their 
neglect of duty as a body is most apparent: 

— they were appoinied to watch over the in¬ 
terests of the public, und the profession ; 
how they have fulfilled this great aud im¬ 
portant duty, may he seen in a ihousuud 
ways; one in particular I recollect. Mr. 
Feel ordered a commission from the council 
of the C'dlegi* uf Si* r fiiiis, to sit upon the 
state of llcln *t, r j.iil , iiin*n of its members 
went down, staid there iliree or four days, 
made their report, and accompanied it with 
a demand on the public purse of seven 
hundred and fifty guineas which Mr. Peel, 

1 believe, reluctantly whs obliged to give an 
order on the treasury for, to be paid out of 
the taxes of the people. If this tale is not 
strictly true, Sir William Hlizard can tell, 
us lie was one of that disinterested, virtuous 
triumvirate, who pocketed his full share, to 
the etermd disgrace of the profession gene¬ 
rally, nud to the college in particular. 

Never was a more disgrnceful.act, in my 
opinion ; for, if those men did not deem it a 
port of their college duly, for which they 
receive live or six hundred a year, they 
should at least have looked to the corporate 
funds of the. college, which amount to, 
HO,000/. rather than have demanded it from 
the treasury of an over-taxed people. 

I am, Sir, yours, fitc. 

J. R. Elmore. 

New Cavendish Street, 

Portland Place. 



TRAUMATIC TEfANttS.—iXOSTOSIS. 


B liOMKW’S HOSPITAL. 

MATIC TETANUS, 

dan, labourer, retat. *9, 
t. Luke's Ward under Mr. 
rdar, 2 5th September. The 
of tiie index finger of the 
it-verely lacerated; the in* 
pd along its outer side and 
latinn; the bone fractured, 
«ttd ita ligamentous connexions extensively 
torn; The middle finger of the right hand 
was also slightly injured. He stated, that 
the injury had occurred that day, and re¬ 
sulted from the fingers haring been caught 
in a windlass, at which he was employed. 
If is health, previous to the accident, was 
very good, and the several functions were 
regularly performed. 

Some* difference of opinion, we under¬ 
stand, arose ns to the propriety of at once 
amputating the injured phalanx. This 
measure, however, was not proceeded with, 
and the common poultice was applied. Un- j 
der this treatment suppuration ensued, and j 
on Tuesday morning, 20th September, the] 
wound discharged abundantly, and looked 
well. The bowels were at tins time rather j 
torpid. During the. day he complained of 
pain from a “ gumboil,” and difficulty of 
deglutition ; but this circumstance escaped 
particular notice till the evening, when it 
had become more severe; the internal 
fauces were relaxed, and rather tender to 
the touch, and the hack of his neck was stiff, 
uneasy, and slightly swollen. The sister 
gave him nn ulum gargle, and rubbed his 
neck with the c ommon liniment. 

29. lies'ed badly. At seven a.m„ was 
suddenly seized with a violent tetanic spasm, 
assuming the toims of trismus ami opistho¬ 
tonos. After the spasm had continued some 
time, the house- surge on was called, who' 
directed a drop of croton oil to be repeated 
every two houis, till the bowels should be 
relaxed. From that time several spasms 
occurred, uutil Mr. Vincent's visit at hall 
past twelve o'clock. Ihe wound was then i 
found dry and pale; the countenance j 
anxious ; breathing oppressed and hurried;! 
the neck and abdomen tender to the touch ; 
pulse quick and rather full. Croton oil had j 
not, operated* Mr, Vincent ordered the ( 
patient a warm hath, two drops of croton oil | 
every second hour till dejections should he j 
procured’, and drachm doses of laudanum j 
also, every second hour. The red precipi- ] 
tfete to be applied to the wound. 

30, Eleven a.m. Seven drops of croton 
oil taken, and two common injections admi¬ 
nistered at alternate periods, four doses of 
laudanum used. Bowels scantily moved by 
the croton oil; injections returned as soon j 
as gives. Has slumbered at intervals since | 


the second dose of hndiflutB. No tetanic 
spasms through the night, hot had one at 
seven am., aitd another about ten AM., but 
of less severity than before. 

One, p.m. No recurrence of spasm; 
pulse 120, full; breathing hurried; coughs 
much, with viscid expectoration. Com¬ 
plains of thirst, but experiences extreme 
difficulty in deglutition, and the fluids enter 
the larynx, exciting great distress. The 
face ia flushed, and the conjunctive injected; 
the tongue clean, but dry j skin warm and 
moist; less tenderness of abdomen ; but the 
neck still feels stiff, and the lower jaw can 
with difficulty be relaxed. The sterno- 
mastoid muscles are prominent and rigid; 
he trembles much, and hia countenance is 
expressive of great anxiety. Croton oil and 
injections to be repeated as before, and the 
same doses of laudanum to be resumed if 
the spasms should recur. 

Two, p.m. Another opisthotonre spasm 
has just taken place, which lasted three 
minutes, exhibiting the usual phenomena, 
but with diminished violence ; mental func¬ 
tions completely undisturbed. 

When we returned, at fouT p.m., he had 
just expired in a spasm, a few minutes after 
leaviug the warm hath. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

REMOVAL OP AN EXOSTOSIS OP THE NASAL 
BONES. 

John Cm ace, about 20 years of age, a 
chimney-sweeper, admitted l?tli August, 
under Mr. Lynn, with fungous growths aris¬ 
ing from the palatal plates of the superior 
maxillary bones, extending downwards into 
the mouth, and upwards so ns to fill almost 
entirely the inferior meatus nasi: an excre¬ 
scence. of the size of a marble occupied the 
situation of the left lachrymal sac. Au 
exceedingly fnetid smell emanated from the 
mouth and nare*. He was ordered by Mr. 
Lynn to have the ports vaulted with warm 
water, and the bowels well and regularly 
opened. The lad gave this story of his dis¬ 
ease. A year ago, whilst at play, he received 
] a scratch of a finger-uail iu the septum of 
the nose -, the inner paris of the nose swelled 
and became painful, and the passage of air 
through the nasal meatus was much impeded. 
Whilst in this state, he received a violent 
blow on the nose when iu a crowd. The 
painful consequences of this compelled him 
to apply for relief to a parochial infirmary, 
where many and various remedies were re- 
I sorted to without effect, and the disease 
gradually took its existing form. 

Aug. 22. Mr.Lynn determined to remove 
the fungous excrescence from the roof of the 
mouth with a scalpel. The boy was for that 
purpose brought into the theatre, and the 
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judgment of the obirargical offibciB required. 
This being in the affirmative, Mr. Lynn 
haring depressed the under jaw to the ut¬ 
most, introduced the scalpel with the left 
. hand into the mouth, and opposing the 
index of the right hand aa a fulcrum on the 
other side of the utmour, out towards its 
middle as close to the parent bone as possi¬ 
ble. The knife was then changed to the 
right band, and the other half of the tumour 
cut in like manner. Two of the superior 
incisor teeth were removed with the mass. 
No haemorrhage occurred. Mr. Lynn post¬ 
poned the excision of tire other fungi until 
. the effect of the present operation Bhould be 
determined. On cutting into die tumour it 
was found to be cartilaginous in its circum¬ 
ference, but bony in its centre, being a spe¬ 
cimen of true exostosis. An astringent 
lotion was applied; aod the bowels were 
kept open. 

Sep. 20. The patient bas very much im¬ 
proved since the operation ; Lis speech is 
more distinct; his appetite and spirits good ■, 
and he is well disposed to submit to the 
removal of the other fungi. 


HOHTAL BE At] JON. 

pOLyrovs tumour in the upper part of 
THE PHARYNX. 

A robust young man, 17 years of age, 
was aitmitted ou the 5?<ith of February last, 
with the following symptoms; the uvula 
was forcibly pushed forwards and down¬ 
wards, and on lifting it up by u spatula, a 
round polypous tumour of the size of a wal¬ 
nut, of white colour, and apparently of great 
consistence, appeared behind it; it wa6 loose 
and pendulous: its pedicle could not be 
traced, hut it seemed to he tixud to the 
lower portion of the septum narium; the pa¬ 
tient complained of difficulty of breathing,ami 
during sleep was heard to snore very much j 
his voice was of a nasal kind, the passage 
of the air through the right nostril was 
much impeded, that through the left was 
entirely suspended. On the 27th, M. 
Blamiiu applied a ligature accoiding to 
Desault’s method; the chonge which was 
observed in the colour of the tumour 
immediately after the operation, evidently 
showed that the pedicle was well comprised 
ill the ligature. On the 1th of March (the 
ligature having been repeatedly tightened 
during the interval), the polypus was de¬ 
tached and thrown up with a email quantity 
of blood ; the difficulty of breathing, the 
nasal sound in the voice, etc., immediately 
disappeared, hut the patient complained of 
much pain in the left ear, from which there: 
was some purulent discharge. A small ab¬ 
scess was discovered to have formed at the 
posterior part of the pharynx; it was openod. 


but ihe pain in the ear contisiD^n[^M 
for some days even •ccomp*#)4| 
much febrile excitement as 
use of the lancet. A Urge a&mflHPii 
at tbs left mastoid process, mid 
on the 20th of March, ditchdrgef 
large quantity of purulent matter; tfjKB 
charge from the ear bad evidently baei ^Br ’) 
the same source, for on examination, 4 
munication waa found to exist between w| 
abscess and the meatus externua. From 
I this time the patient rapidly recovettfj 
the wound healed up, etc., and toward* 
the fciddle of April he vu discharged wm 


HANDEY v. HENSON. 

COSTS OF THE TUI A I.. 

Sir,—A fter the apparently spirited man¬ 
ner iu which some members of the profes¬ 
sion seemed at first to notice the signal vic¬ 
tory obtained by them through the instru¬ 
mentality of Mr. Ilandey, in the case of 
“ Handcy t». Henson,” 1 did hope that 
some men of note would have come forward 
and headed a subscription for the purpose of 
presenting that gentleman, ns a sense of the 
obligation we owe him, with a piece of 
plate, but the feeling appears to have lived 
but for “ nine days. Like many others I 
have been waiting for a leader, none appear¬ 
ing I have presumed, though but little 
known, to tRke the duty on myself. 

I know that Mr. Haudey has lost, owing 
to the insolvency of the defendant, the 
whole of ibe debt ami costa, and that the 
latter amounted to upwards of seventy 
pounds. Thin is a loss that I thiuk the 
profession is called on to share, aud herewith 
forward a sovereign to prove the sincerity of 
my feeling, trjuating others may be induced 
to follow the example. Should the liberality 
of the profession get together a subscription 
beyond the amount of the costs, and I cannot 
doubt but it will do so, 1 should suggest 
that the surplus be laid out in a piece of 
plate to be presented to Mr. Haudey. 

Your readiness to stickle for the rights 
of the general practitioner, renders, 1 trust,' 
any apology unnecessary for troubling you 
to receive ibe subscriptions. 

I am Sir, &c. 

Henry Ed warm, 

Oakham, 30tli August, 1830. 


YOUNG HAT Cl.UD. 

A m feting of some miserable young Bats 
took place on Tuesday last, at 3 p.m., at the 
London Hospital. Their movements, like 
themselves, were very feeble and irregular; 
we have an eye upon them ; it is a pity the 
poor little creatures hove not sense enough 
to know who are their lest friends. 



SCHOOLS.—CORRESPONDENTS.—BOOKS RECEIVED. 


■ Philosophy. — Although 
science has now beeu ex- 
gated, and generally ex- 
Ledicai profession and the 
the medium of lectures, 
iBnics nor the Hydrostatics 
nine Lave yet received any 
f notice in this way. The 
r, however, on the point of 
Mr. Harry, whose lectures 
K 4|rChemistry are delivered at Guy's Hoa- 
■V-^thl. The same gentleman has also intro- 
doeed a separate lecture on Electro-chemis¬ 
try and another on Volcanoes •, the/otpner 
intended to familiarize the Btudeut with the 
nature and extent of electrical agency in the 
production of chemical decomposition;—the 
latter to elucidate the geological theories of 
Hutton, Werner, and Cordier, and the elec¬ 
tro-chemical theory of Sir II. Davy on the 
same subject. The lectures will be illus¬ 
trated by a very extensive apparatus, and 
the fee is low. 

MEOlCAt TUITION. 

Examinations at the Hall, See. —Mr. 
Knox, Wo. 26, St. Thomas’* Street East, 
Borough, and Wo. 1, Well Yard, Little 
Britain, near St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
prepares gentlemen for public examination 
at the Apothecaries Hull, and other Medical 
Boards, by a methodical course of instruc¬ 
tion and examination. Terms, including as¬ 
sistance in Latin, perpetual, 51. bs .; three 
months, St. .Is. Complete tuition in Medi¬ 
cal Latin. Terms, first quarter, SI. Ss. j se¬ 
cond aud each after, 2 1. 2s. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The letter of A Sincere Gramgerite 
would injure rather than beuefit the school. 

The jntpils who enter to St. Thomas’* 
Hospital, are entitled to see the practice at 
Guy’s. The two hospitals are not at a dis¬ 
tance of one hundred yards from each other. 

A Pupil. The Apptbecaries’Act came into 
operation on the 1st of August, 1815. 

An Apprentice, it is the duty of a master 
to conduct himself towards his apprentice in 
the same way after his indentures are 
signed, as be did before that period. The 
law will give relief to the injured party 
when there is any deviation from that 
course. 

We wish to bear from Humanitas. 

Private notes will be addressed to several 
of our Correspondents, and many of the 
above communications will be inserted next 
week. 

Will a pupil who favoured Mr.-with 

an account of the meeting that was held at 
the London Hospital on Tuesday last, favour 
us with his name and address confidentially. 
His compliance will be esteemed a favour. 

We have yielded to-’a request anil in¬ 

serted the paper, but we cannot publish any 
others of a similar description. We must 
say tliat it has neither point nor argument. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Practical Observations on Leuconha’a, 
Fluor Albus, or Weakness,” with Cusps 
illustrative of a New Mode of Treatment. 
By George Jewell, M.R.C.S., &c. London, 
Wilson, 1830. 8vo. pp. 108. 

Two Memoirs on the successful Inhalation 


Communications have been received 
from Dr. Moretim—Mr. Alien—.Mr. Mal¬ 
lows—Mr. Houston—Mr. Green—An Ad¬ 
mirer, with the King s Bench Observer— 
Dr. J.— W.—Edger—Zeta—Mr. W. Dob¬ 
son—ComliduR—Mr. James Waller—Mr. C. 
Smith—Mr. Wm. Travers Cox—An Apothe- 
cary’s Apprentice—F. W.—M. 11.— Veri¬ 
tas—Mr. Richard Edwards—Mr. J. B. C. 
Fletcher—An Assistant—J. F.—Mr. W. 
Bhnnerhasset Fair man—Mr. Dewburst— 
An Enemy to Quackery—Mr. George Rees 
—Mr. .1. Curtis—Dr. Tlieekston. 

h, X. A.‘- -The frequent application of 
cold water. 

. The state mentioned by A Subscriber is 
sot at all uncommon. 

An Admirer. Yes, most decidedly j am! 
a chemist cun recover in a couit of law 
for medicines actually sold. 

■ Z. The brethren have only to assert their 
rights, and the paltry little creature of brief 
authority, will sink into nothing before the 
arm of justice. 


of Diluted Chlorine in the early stages of 
Pulmonary Consumption, &c., with Cases. 
Translated from the French of M. Gunnel, 
by VV. H. Potter, M.R.S. Loudon, Callow 
and Wilson, J830. 8vo. pp. 83. 

A Treatise on the Venereal Diseases of 
the Eye. By William Lawrence, F.R.S. 6tc. 
London, Wilson, 1830. flvo. pp. 337. 

TraiM; Pratique sur les Maladies des YetlX, 
ou Le 9 on» donn6es -i I’lnfirmerie Opthal- 
mique de Londres en 1B25 et 1826 sur les 
Yeux. Par le Docteur W.|Lawrence. Tra- 
duit de 1’Anglais nvec des Notes, «t suivi 
d’un ptd-cia de i’Anatomie Palhologique de 
r(Eil. Pur le Docteur C. Billnrd (D’An- 
gers),Kc. Pari*, Bniiliere, 1830. 12mo. 
pp. Ti>9. Translated from The Lancet. 

Practical Remarks on the Nature and Ef¬ 
fects of tlm Expressed Oil of the Croton 
Tiglium, with Cases illustrative of its Ef¬ 
ficacy in the Cure of various Diseases. By 
M. J. Short, M.D. London, Longman, 
1830. pp.63. 




THE LANCET. 


Vot. I.] LONDON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9. [1890-31, 

four the other eight years of age, in 0W 
improved mod* of operating presence of my friend Dr. Warden, surgeon 
to this dockyard, und several other pio- 
™ fesaioual gentlemen of Uiis place in the £ol~ 

LITHOTOMY. lowing manner after the usual incisiona 

into the groove of the staff with the scalpel, 
fiy Georoe Walker, M.R.C.S, I continued the incisions with the same in- 
1 strument under the guidance and guardian- 

. ship of the fore-linger of mv left hand. 

About six year* ago I operated for the through the prostate gland, Ac., until it 
Btooe upon a boy two and a hair years of ( my fiDger ) passed readily into the bladder, 
age (iu the presence of several medical gen- wben j desired the staff to be withdrawn, 
tlemen of this neighbourhood); upon this an( j ray finger caine instantly into contact 
occasion I used a beaked knife instead of the stone; I then passed the forceps 
the gorget (otherwise the operation was (before described) along my finger, and 
conducted after the usual manner); after grasping the stone 03 soon as they were in- 
the incisions were made into the bladder, troduced, 1 extracted it without any delay; 
the forceps were introduced and search the operation was conducted al ter this man¬ 
made for the stone with them, but not being ner j n both CW!eB , The boys both rapidly 
able to find it, after two or three seconds I r eeovered. What I infer then is, that m- 
withdrew them and introduced ray fore- sleadofreeIing(ineffectually)withthefor- 
finger, when upon curving it and turning it ce p S ss 2 did in the first case, and os is 
up towards the pubes, I immediately felt usually recommended, 1 had a very superior 
the stone at the frout and upper part of the advantage by passing my linger through the 
bladder, when I introduced the forceps aud wound immediately after the knife, und by 
extracted it; upon examining the stone, a feeling the stone therewith, was enabled to 
umall filameut was found attached to it, hy p asg tbe forceps and grasp it at once, with- 
which I make no douht it was suspended from ou t any delay or difficulty whatever. The 
that part of the bladder before described ; forceps 1 have had made give the advantage 
although, upon this occasion, I waBsuccess- their curvature of being readily passed 
fid, 1 resolved that when again called upon over t j, e linger upou the stone, let it be 
lo pe.rform lithotomy, I would avoid, 1 st, the found in whatever situation it may, and by 
use of the beaked knife, which, after it was th e j r smallness are easily so conveyed with- 
iutroduced into the groove of the staff, 1 ou t f ear 0 f laceration, und are equally as 
found inconvenient in determining the exact strong aa the common forceps* 
extent of the incision 1 wished to make; Sheeruess, 1830. 
and, secondly, although I had made a mode¬ 
rate-sized opening iuto the bladder, I found ■■■■ ■ —. 

it most advisable to withdraw my linger be- * 

fore I passed the forceps again, rather than INSTRUMENT . 

run any risk of lacerating the wound by 

passing them (the usual lithotomy forceps) ron wnmo thr cornra in 

along iny finger as I had originally pur- EXTRACTING CATARACTS, 
posed. I therefore, preparatory to two 

operations which I performed on the ‘2nd ‘ 

ult., had forceps constructed resembling Permit me, through the medium of Th* 
very much in sixc and curvature the coni- Lancet, to publish tiie plan of a new me- 
mon polypus forceps; but in the union of chanicul contrivance for making the incision 
the blades, action of the joint, hollowing in extraction of cataract. The number of 
out and roughness of the jaws, in every ru- instruments which for this purpose have 
apect the same as the lithotomy forceps, been from time to time devised on Uie tfoa* 
I operated upon these boys, the one being tinent, where the subject receives more it* 
No. 571. F 






AMPUTATION - At THEV# 


t universally hcpatiaed, 
aj the appearance ofj 
Iputmonary apoplexy. 1 1 may 
piention, that toe patient bad 
Ijforing the last few days of her 
The left lung was perfectly 
J h toallquantify of fluid was found 
^ftritardium; the right auricle was ofj 
...i'double itsnaturol size; the right ven¬ 
tricle also was dilated anil somewhat thick* 
ened; the tricuspid vah'cs were thickened 
taut cartilaginous throughout, au4 the fora¬ 
men of communication between the tight 
auricle and ventricle, would admit of the 
introduction of four lingers. The left auricle 
and ventricle w'ere healthy, but the mitral 
valves were thickened, and the foramen of 


communication would admit with difficulty 
a full-sized thumb. The semilunar valves 
of the pulmonary artery and aorta, were per¬ 
fectly healthy, as likewise was the aorta. 

The patient was attended by Dr. Blundell, 
who was also present, aud assisted at, the 
post-mortem examination. 

Lambeth, Oct. 2nd, 1030, 


delirium, the cause of which could not be 
ascertained until the fifth day, when it was 
discovered that mortification began to take 
place, and throe incisions having been made 
over the fracture, the tibia was found to be 
minutely fractured, and its fragments sur¬ 
rounded by a gelatinous mass of very offen¬ 
sive smell. Profuse suppuration of an un¬ 
healthy kind ensued, accompanied by ex¬ 
cruciating pain and hectic fever, so that the 
removal of the limb did not admit of any 
longer delay. The success of the above 
case determined M. Velpeau to perform the 
exarticulation of the leg at the knee-joint, 
as amputation below it was inadmissible. 
The operation took place on the 4tli of June, 
and the patienj Was perfectly cured on the 
sixtieth day. The third case which had 
come under M. Velpeau's observation, was 
that of a young man whom he happened to 
examine at the Bureau Central, and who in 
bis twelfth year bad undergone the opera¬ 
tion at the Hdpital des Enfons, on account 
of gangrene, from these instances, and 
others related by medical writers, M. Vel¬ 
peau concludes, that exarticulation of the 
leg ought not to be entirely excluded from 
the index of surgical operations, as it 1ms 
hitherto been done by most modern writers 
on surgery. 


AMPUTATION’ OF THE I.EC AT THE 
KNEE-JOINT. 

At the sitting of the Academic des 
Sciences on the 15th of September, M. Vel¬ 
peau, of the Hiipital St. Antoine, read a 
paper on the above operation, which, ac¬ 
cording to him, is not so dangerous as is 
generally believed, and ought even to be 
preferred to ordinary amputation, where 
the joint is healthy. He has himself per- 


SINGULAR CASE OF MONSTROSITY. 

At the sitting of the Acadi'mie Roy ale do 
Medicine on the 2nd of March, M. Olivier, 
of Angers, reported the following case of 
congenital monstrosity: — The appearance 
of the eye-lids was very striking, they 

H’Prp plriCnit Anil ifioAAnrl L..'«_ ..._* . . . 


with necrosis of the tibia, part of which it 
was M. \ elpcau's intention to remove, when 
lie found, after having made a transverse 
incision, that the bone was tliroughout dis¬ 
eased, so that it was necessary either to 
perform the amputation of the thigh, or the 
exarticulation of the leg j he preferred the 
latter, as, in fact, a part of it was already 
performed by the transverse incision. The 
operation did not afford any thing of inte¬ 
rest; the wound speedily healed, aud the 
patient was quite well nfter eight weeks. 
The second oosewas tliatofa robust man, 29 
years of age, with fracture of the left leg : 
when he;was brought into the hospital, 
twenty-four hours after the accident, con¬ 
siderable hmmorrhage had taken place, and 
almost the whole of the limb was covered 
with eccbymosis; the fracture appeared, 
however, simple, and there was but a small 
wound at the inner ancle, and scarcely any 
•welling. The limb.was carefully dressed, 
and a favourable result of the case was anti¬ 
cipated, when, on the following night, the 
patient was suddenly seized with'furious 


They were accordingly divided, but when M. 
Olivier raised the eyelids to examine the 
eyes, be was astonished to find, that in their 
stead there was only a muss of adipost 1 cel¬ 
lular tissue, with some reddish fibres. The 
child moves the eyelids, rad there is a slight 
discharge of whitish fluid from between 
them; it is in other respects well formed, 
anil hod at the time of the report attained 
its fifth month. 

On the 30th of March, M. Luzardi com¬ 
municated to the Academy the description of 
two cases similar to that observed hyM. 
Olivier. In one of them both eves were 
wanting, and their places were not even 
filled with cellular tissue: the eyelids were 
not adherent. In the other case the child 
had been born with closed eyelids, and was 
two months old when the adhesions were 
divided. The left eye was completely 
wanting, the right not deformed, but very 
small, atrophic, and affected with membrau* 
oils cataract.— Bullet, d. Sc. Med. 



TUMOUR OFTHStOSCllSErJIlL HCBKISWi® 


IlEKtfVAL bf al. tvkovr ok tbi Tonaui 
: . ** TH * MMtwuu • 

A peasant girl, in the neighbourhood of I 
Wilna, had, from her birth, a email bluish 
tumour on the right edge of the tongue near 
its root. It was of the size of a bean, but 
gradually became larger, and at her seventh 
year had attained the size of a plum ; from 
this time it remained stationary till her 
fourteenth yenr, when it suddenly became 
much larger and very painful, bo aa almost 
to impede swallowing and speaking. On 
the first appearance of the menses, its 
growth seemed again to be arrested, and the 
pain in it was considerably relieved by a 
profuse hasmorrlmge from a alight laceration 
of the tumour by the teeth in eating. In 
11128, when tho girl had attained her six¬ 
teenth year, the growth of the tumour in< 
creased so ropidiy, that she was in dan 
ger of being suffocated whenever she at* 
tempted to lie down. At this period she 
first applied to Professor Galengowalcy, 
of Wilna; tho tumour began at about 
eight lines from the lip of the tongue, and 
extended us far as the root; it filled almost 
the whole of the mouth, leaving only an 
interval of three lines to the roof of the 
palate; it was flattened anteriorly; behind, 
its form was entirely adapted to the cavity 
of the mouth. It whs of blue colour, soft, 
nnd somewhat elastic, hut without percepti- 
hie pulsation; mastication and swallowing 
were almost impossible; articulation was 
less impeded, though she spoke like a per¬ 
son who hus something in his mouth. Pro¬ 
fessor Galengowsky decided upon extir¬ 
pating the tumour, and with that intention 
pnssed a thread through tho posterior part 
of the tongue, iu order to fix it in the neces¬ 
sary position ; the puncture caused, how¬ 
ever, such a violent haimorrbage, as to in¬ 
duce tho operator to give up all hopes of 
removing (lie tumour i»y the knife, and he 
accordingly resolved to apply a lignture. 
A strong double silk thread wns passed 
through the healthy part of the tongue from 
one side to the other; the ligatures were 
then separated, and the tumour comprised 
between them; the tongue immediately 
became of a livid colour; the patient com¬ 
plained of a violent shootiug pain in the 
pharynx, lower jaw, nod the right temple; 
a slight hemorrhage ensued al ter the ope-, 
ratiou ; when it hud ceased, and the tumour! 
was again examined, it was found that n 
small portion of it had not been comprised 
in tho ligature, ami it. was accordingly ne¬ 
cessity to apply a third. After the opera¬ 
tion the tumour was covered with ice, and 
the cheeks were kept cool with an evapo¬ 
rating lotion. After a few hours the pain 
subsided, the tumour became larger, and 
a new haemorrhage supervened; the liga¬ 
tures wore accordingly tied more firmly, 



Go tba Mocad dty, 
face became violently \ 
require the repeated am 
but the tumonr of tn . 
insensible, and being much 1 _ 

on the previous day tbe Ugjan 
again drawn more tight. This was’* 
every other day; on the eighth the * 
spontaneously came off iu a state of 
faction. The wound was repeatedly v 
with solution of the chloruret of lime, 
had such ft* good effect that it soon became 
of ohoal thy appearance, and was completely 
cicatrised within three weeks. It was, 
however, in June, found necessary to imply 
the actual cautery lo a small portion of the 
tumour, which had not been comprised in 
the ligature. At the beginning of July, she 
was quite well; the only trace which the 
tumour hod left was a small depression on 
the right edge of the tongue; the patient 
had however, some difficulty in moving if, 
end was unable to pronounce //, /, t, g, 
and v. 

On examination of the tumour, it was 
found to contain a nucleus formed by con¬ 
centric Btrata of horny structure, the centre 
of which was occupied by a drop of a limpid 
water-like liquid.— Graefeu. fiulther Jour . 
d. CLu.dugenheilk. 


DEATH OF Mil. HUSKISSOY. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,-— The newspapers have, already, no 
doubt, made you acquainted with most, if 
not oil, of tho particulars conuected with the 
accident and death of Mr, Huskisson. Many 
are now speculating upon the surgical treat¬ 
ment of this cose, and the general opinion of 
the faculty here, su far as 1 have been able 
to ascertain it, is, that it was unscientific, 
inefficient, and imbecile. Indeed there is 
some foundation for believing, that bad am¬ 
putation of the limb been early undertaken, 
tbe life of this great statesmen might have 
been saved. A writer in The North Briton of 
Wednesday last, thinks that a navy surgeon, 
had he been on the field at thfc'time, would 
not have suffered the opportunity of operat¬ 
ing to escape, a ml this was the man most 
likely, he concludes, to have effected whnt 
was omitted, and what, iu all probability, 
would have ensured th$ safety of the patient. 
Another writer, in 7Vie Liverpool Albion of 
this day, exclaims, " Why was not the ope- 
rntionof amputation instantly performed 
He sarcastically idludes’to the invention and 
skill of the *' (i rent Oldfield Lane Doctor;” 
in contradistinction, and by way of compa¬ 
rison, with the men and measures concerned 




SOCIETY Of <• GES. PlUCfiTWXEft*.” 


rdflba remark* of tins 
_ r frkb is Bridentty a me- 

feasible eod conclusive, but 
Ji win of entire and aptu-tire* 
Ajffet bespeak, ictorfttfto the 
[some, no ■suitable feeling of j 
f Virile they do not heighten the 
iwmg those who may refw with § 
ji Obtain information. Ail itttof,. or 
_ J surgeon, might bare saved the life 
of Mr. Huikisson, and so might any other 
■Brgeon, S-hose head and hands knew how 
Slid When to do their doty. However, t sin 
decidedly of opinion, that hhd prompt and 
eaergetio measures been undertaken, the 
patient would hare, in a great degree, been 
spared the torture of those spasms and 
twitching* of the muscles and tendons, 
which are reported to hare been to severe, 
and which proceeded from the loss of blood, 
and not, sb baa been stated, from the torn 
and mangled state of the nerves and other 
soft partB. Amputation, therefore, might 
bare rescued the victim. 

Mr: Huikisson bled profusely fot a length 
of time, and until his clothes "and all about 
him were literally drenched in blood ; and 
although the grertt blood-vessels of the limb 
Were entirely denuded and exposed, 1 am 
informed no meant* beyond placing a hand¬ 
kerchief round the leg were taken to stop 
the flow of blood ; surely the haemorrhage 
might bare been instautly arrested by se¬ 
curing those vessels; or, if this could not 
bare been done (a circumstance not very 
likely), I should hare immediately decided, 
as the only alternative left, upon removing 
the extremity with the knife ; this would 
liave been following the directions and 
practice of the most eminent surgeons of the 
day, aod if it had failed of success, the ex¬ 
pediency and exigencies of the case justify¬ 
ing the measure, there could he uo blame 
attached to any party. 

Nothing is more easy than to get up whvs 
and wherefores, and to call iu question the 
theory and practico of any man : anti of all 
the arts and sciences, the art and science of ! 
healing, as they have been taught and fol¬ 
lowed iu every age, have been, and are, 
perhaps, the least famed for any thing fixed 
tad unalterable in their economy. But then 
this does not’arise frasu the constitution of! 
medicine,, which in itself maiutuius facts 
•ad kws.'ss effective mid unchangeable, as 
nre to be found in any other business oi 
pursuit of life. After all. therefore, it might 
qefttged ** defence of the. mode of proce- 
4u» by the medical men iu attendance upon 
tbu-w i that they hud the udvuutuge of 
■oelftg it, and, conse<|Uft»tly,it may reason¬ 
ably be supposed they w«*re in u situation 
qualified to j udge aud act correctly. 

Notwithstanding, ilia my conviction, ua 
ft U*ve stated elsewhere, that those same 


I medical 'loBB toljfbi* thMi lM»e done 
J more iu this iffwr fh»B they did* 

Your well-wisher, 

And very obedient semBt, 

Thos. W*atbmili, M.D. 

Liverpool, Sept. 27, 1830. 

P.S. Might not a medical coroner hive 
been of use at the inquest upon the body of 
Mr; Htiskiason ? The juTy broagbt iu a 
verdict of “ Accidental death.” 

Your late struggle for the vacant office of 
Coroner for Middlesex demands my meat un¬ 
feigned admiration and applause, and in tl>i» 
T am joined by tlfe voice of a large body of 
the profession in Liverpool. Like Othello, 
the lawyers may now exclaim,—That their 
occupation, in this respect, is gone. 


SOCIETY OF “GENERAL 1»RACTI. 

TIONERS.’* 

To the u General Practitioners *' of the 
United Kingdom. 

71 kothkr Practitioners,— It is a satis¬ 
faction to me, Biul it ought to he a satisfac¬ 
tion to you, that we have a channel always 
open for disseminating our communications 
extensively among the member* of the pro¬ 
fession ; ond I gladly avail myself of it, by 
addressing this letter to you, in the certain 
expectation of its meeting your eyes in the 
pages of Tiie Lancet. Kvefy general 
practitioner who has read that journal from 
its commencement, as L have done, ought 
to know tliut it is his proved friend, the 
advocate of his rights, the supporter of his 
reputation, the champion of his battles • and 
he who does uot feel this, is either an igno¬ 
rant blockhead, or un ungrateful knave. I 
have been, sometimes, rebuked for my ad¬ 
herence to this puDlieation. on account of its 
" naughtiness *, 1 inquire how it baa 

offended, aud 1 am told that it culls " nick- 
names” and abuses persons unceremon¬ 
iously ! 1 must tell these squeamish friends 
who are so dainty in picking up truth, that 
a nickname must be appropriate to the cha¬ 
racter before it will uttsch to the person; 
and, if applicable, the individual has but to 
hluino nature or fortune for the conse¬ 
quences. To cull the Duke of Wellington 
a “ little cock-sparruW," would he senseless, 
while another man might be cut down by the 
surcusm to the proper measure of his insig¬ 
nificance. Our doughty Editor knows the 
power of ridicule, and wisely praters its 
application to those persons upon whom 
reason and argument would be thrown away, 
fur. Lancet offends hy the pluiimts* of its 
KfMtccb, does it I What! ye silver-tongued 
hypocrites,who frost poison with sugar, and 
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ambiguous courtesy; does science hi 
c»Urt in a language framed to conceal tbe 
thoughts; or does Honesty teach our man¬ 
ners to ** smile*afid smile, and annle, and 
MWrdtr while they while ? ” Tna Lancet 
attacks fieroety, but it biles without venom. 

Brother Practitioners, tbe subject that I 
Hive to mention to you is the new associa¬ 
tion denominated the " Metropolitan Scfeiety 
of General Practitioners." I have read over 
its address with great attention, and 1 con¬ 
fess that its views and promises merit deeply 
our regard. 1 am desirous of knowing what 
the profession thinks of the scheme, and 
how it is inclined towards the undertaking. 
After making the above remarks upon the 
conduct of The Lancet, it Will be inferred 
that the Editor’s strictures upon the address, 
published last week, will dispose me favour¬ 
ably to the Society ; 1 admit that it did so 
influence me, for after I had read the articles 
l went to the Society's chambers for further 
particulars. The porter only, was in attend • 
once, from whom l could leoru but little; 1 
could not even obtain a copy of tbe laws, 
every one of which, the man informed ine, 
had been issued ; this, I will take leave to 
remind the Committee, is bad management. 
The rooms seem convenient and comfortable 
for sipping coffee, and social chat, but are 
certainly not sufficiently commodious for 
large meetings. 1 am given to understand 
that the address is the production of one of 
the officers of the Society, and X, therefore, 
for your information and my own, request 
of this gentleman some explanations that 1 
think we all require.* 

1. Who are the gentlemen nt the head of 
nQairs ? 

2. lsit intended to legalise the Society by 
procuring a charter l 

3. AY hat plan is formed for prosecuting 
the views held out in the nddress ? 

4. Are the places of trust and office open 
to the whole body of the Society X 

,*>. Are the acts of the Committee or 
Council cognizable to the members gene¬ 
rally, and is that body responsible to, and 
elected by, the Society at large X 

6. la tile Society to huve a veto in tue 
construction of lawa, and in the application 
uf its funds l 

7, In the event of the formation of a com¬ 
plete club-house system, will the whole ofj 
the members he called oil to support it by 
ndditiomd subscriptions X 

These are questions, Brother Practi¬ 
tioners, which it is necessary should be 

* Mr. Knott uf Regent Street, is, we uiklmtauii, 
llie author of that eloquent and ruapn-hensivi- 
This gentleman has evinced »o much libernliiy an, I 
spirit in ntt the nintUn ronneeteti with the Society, 
Unit he wilt, we are |K-r»uuii<!<i. feel satisiaclioii in 
replying fully to tint whole of the questions of our 
intelll.nent corrcspundeut.—En. L. 



an wired ; if tbs tepliea 
think h »incumbent hi 
port to tbe pint, and It 
propose to baftne » raemfew*# 

But before I filoar my- r 
intreat ibe Committee to girt* 
any suggestions offered by < 

Lancet, and to be assured tint i 
opinions proceed from that qui 
from a knowledge of tbe wants a 
of the profession, rod are prompttd f, 
sincere desire to promote the prosparity asNb 
respectability of the general practitioner; Y U 
1 subscribe myself, Glu demon, . -♦ 

Your friend snd servBat^; : .y«-V> 
A Suabaolti -)t 

London, October 4,1830. 

I am glad to observe symptoms of retort¬ 
ing courtesy between Dr. Johnson and Hr!.'* 
Wukley ; an adjustment of all difference* 
would an credit to their good feeling*, sbd ’ 
benefit the cause of those in whose aetriee 
they are engaged. 


“ passages from tiik diajiy op a tats 

PHYSICIAN," 

Note to the Editor of Blackwood . . 

41 Sir Ciiristophkh,—A letter under the 
title of" Blackwood’s Magazine v. the Se¬ 
crets of the Medical Profession," appeared, 
an Tiik Lancet of the ^Bth August last— 
** the most influential and popular organ," it 
says, “ the profession possesses,"—a para¬ 
graph frofh which, I beg to extract,‘atio call 
the attention of vnur numerous readers to it, 
I do this in justice to myself; becaose'4n tbe 
event of my name, insignificant perhaps as 
it is, happening to he disclosed; the lard 
letter is calculated to work me-much preju¬ 
dice with my professional brethren, and also 
with the fublic in general; for 1 need not 
tell you, Sir Christopher, of the extensive 
und miscellaneous circulation of tbe publi¬ 
cation alluded to. After some compliment* 
ary remarks, the writer proceeds— A 

“ ‘ But I enter my protest, as a physician 
in some little practice, against the custom cf‘ 
disclosing to the public the spered &ecret* : 
which arc communicated tii ns i*p«m 
confidence bp our patients, and ought 10 be 
pi esvrvcd inviolable. 'Hie Kditorof. Bl«ok-‘> 
wood happily enough «ay«, * What periodic*! 
has sunk u shaft into this rich mine of Hici- 
dent and sentiment 1* True: the vnloe' 
bus been, and is yet, T hope, to bo proved,' 
in the. honour of our profession, and tbe de- 
tettiiitiaiinu of its members rv> merit the eon- ' 
lull*nee of their patients, by continuing^ in‘ 
the language of .lunins, 4 the* sole depositary 
of their secrets, which shall perish tbit#- 



■ IIJMRS. W, ELMORE, RYAN, SMITH, &«. 

' MM the taper in now ehi»» to ft* knmr ta wM«h *«y Mpi», 
«f Bteekwood, eboiild eee end to whet m» wooMthey *PJ»Iv the power 
«, fmptared to coo.ider its when obteioed 1 1 hoy demoded u> tooom» 
JU tmVent tie public from counoittoM on lie ground thrttli.y were 
LtMdici) sttenduts with dU- "pure .unttoo.; sod doubUoM. tn awo- 
those confidentisl eillorewonli do nothing to expo» the fsUjuty 
itwMch are essential to tho doe of their clein* to distinction, they would do 
of our professional duties. The nothing to procure for the members at large 
who would read such a series equality of honours and emoluments! they 

__ u the‘1’sssages from the Diare would not vote for the admission of those 

of state Physician 1 promise to be, with in- members who are general prsctitionets ; 
Mm interest, would be the first K> »ct on they would not, on the escluston of one of 
the principle I hate mentioned.' , this much-injured body, resign their seals, 
” If Iwerenot credibly assured, Sir Chris- ««>•« *«» herd with men whose .public 
topber, that dtis letter is tbe production of u «“*« n reproach. Under these crreura. 
distinguished member of the profession, I I allow that *■". «?!*“* 

should have felt inclined to compress my ants deserve tho oouutennnce and nistslanco 
commentary on it into one emphatic little of their fellow members, 
word —himbug 1 As it is, howe.er, I beg , From the " pure surgeons the conned- 
to ash the writer who is so ready at starting ere selected; from the conned are 
the pave charge of a breach e/professional eI f rte d the enamtnera, and from the e«- 
contidence, what I do more, in publishing miners is chosen the ),resident ; the claims 
in your Magnsine these papers of my late of the disappointed.are founded on corrup- 
friend, with the most scrupulous conceal- «■»»• »<> **«y ought not to be assisted by 
meat of everything which could possibly the independent, l ie point at issue re- 
lead to undue disclosures, than is constantly mmds me of Sir Robert Walpole a dehni- 
done in the pages of The Lancet itself, as t,ott ,°^. a “ ® e ? tam aM1 “ P“tnot. th»s 

well as all Uie other professional journals, Periotic minister boasted he could make 
test-booka,and Ueatisea, which almost in- f«‘y m a night; Ins recipe was 

variably append real initials, [1 appeal to ®« d 1,9 \ n0 "'“ t0 “““* of 

every medical man whether such is not the ^ Je ^ 0 J' a * College, * Refuse amau a favour, 
fact] and other indicia, to the most painful, aDl ^ u l* 8tart$ a j ,atr10 ^ 
and in many instances, revolting and offen- * our faithful servant, 

•ive details 1” — Blackwood's Magazine, _ , VVsi. Augustus Walford. 

Oct, 1630. Oct. 2nd, 1830. 


MB. LYNN AND MR. ELMORE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet, 

“ When thieves fall ont, somebody cumes to his 
«wn. ”— Proverbs. 

Sir,—P roverbs are not tlie most elegant 
vehicle* of wisdom, but we ought not on 
that account to reject them ; by this mode 
Solomon and Sancho Lanza guve ua more 
practical truths, than we have derived from 
any other source since the deluge. .Depre¬ 
cating your objections to these plebeian 
monel# of morality, let us see how far my 
motto will apply to tho present, question. 

For the .Council of the College of Sur- 
caona 1 have the most profound contempt; 
wr their principles and proceedings I have 
a» abhorrence even to loathing; therefore 1 
afcaUftOt be suspected of the infamy of al- 
temptiog their defence or justification. Vet 
•Moot help thinking that the disappointed 
candidate* for seats in the council, are not j 
•pitied to the sympathy or support of their i 
brsthren the members. On what grounds : 
ttothe rejected gentlemen found their ; 


DRS. OORDON SMITH, RYAN, AND 
A. THOMSON. 

Note to Dr, Ryan, 

Dr. Gordon Smith presents his com¬ 
pliments to Dr. Ryan, and desires to inform 
him that he lias seen the article in the Me¬ 
dical and Surgical Journal for this month, 
in reply to Dr. Smith’s defence of Dr. 
Thomson’s medico-legul document. It is 
Dr. Smith’s design to insert a few words on 
the subject in the forthcoming number of 
The Lancet; but in Consequence of the 
unauthorised use which Dr. Ryan I>a9 made 
of Dr. Smith’s private communications, the 
acquaintance between them necessarily ter¬ 
minates. 

Dot. J, iC30. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Having forwarded the uhove to you, Mr. 
Kditor, 1 may ns well take public leave of 
Dr. Ryan, by adding the following explicit 
statements. Dr. Uyan certainly did join 
me in an application to the Court of Ex¬ 
aminers at Apothecaries' Hull, ou tho sub- 


MR. PORTSEA, 


ject of enforcing tbeitndy'ef forensic uadi- 
cine ; but the strictures on TIiojmoii’b report 
bad not made their appearance when I ad¬ 
mitted l)r, Ryan to tliie co-operation. I 
bare in my possession, however, satisfac- 
tory evidence that Dr. Ryan's aid was 
neither required nor effective in the accom¬ 
plishment of the important object. 1 should 
nevertheless have left him in poaseaaion of all 
the merit he might have aoppoaed himself j 
entitled to. had he not gone the length of 
saying, that he suggested great alterations 
in the letter (which were adopted by me ofj 
course). Now as that letter was neither 
private nor confidential, any person who 
nmy think an inspection both of the letter 
as it was sent, and of Dr. Ryan’s rejected , 
emendations, worth the trouble, uny tee 
copies of the same, ns they hare existed 
aiuce the 14th of August last. 

J , (jonnox Smith. 


altwaya consider it an 
destroy the fatal deacon of _ 
proclaim opes wanfare agafoat 
illustrious deaoendenta of qr“ 
tery. In Tub Laxcxt it ia 
am shielded by the «fia of my. 
gical reputation; but l'casaatare &f 
roue reader that my pre/sa*j**al mpe 
actual disseotiouin the proper rendeam. 
surgical skill my moral aegis ia dip « 
conacie recti’ which will uphold wptf-m 
vocate for troth and scientific * inbmm 
altbo at # the same lime I am proud oC>ifc 
splendour which my able friend Mr. J^yws* 
professional acquirements spreads movm 
the very bamble name of 

Yours respectfully 

Wu-lmIOid. 
Broad Way 
Westminster. . 

Sept. 20, 1830. 


P.S. I have just looked at tLe copies in 
question, and find that the Doctor’s emenda¬ 
tions occupy nearly three columns in the 
MS. in his own hand-writing, Ike v:hole of 
which appears to be (lashed out; and I can 
assure you, that with the exception of very 
few words indeed, which I adopted from 
Dr. Ryan’s version, merely because I had 
made a promise to that effect, the whole 
letter is my unassisted composition, as the 
idea of transmitting it was xuy own original 
conception. 


INQUEST AT HIE WESTMINSTER IIOSPITAL. 

fWe publish the following letter precisely 
as it reached us.—•£». L.] 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —Accidentally glanceing over one of 
youf enteresting number*(No. ;»t*7) I cast my 
eye on the proceedings of au inquest which 
contains very unjust .-.tiiotuies ou my pro¬ 
fessional character. Not intending lo ani¬ 
madvert on the opprobrious epithets used 
by au anonymous wriw r in The Lancet I 
shall only express my feelings us a medicul 
mot) concerning the erroniously imputed 
charge of accompanying and co-operatfing 
with a Mr. Mills 'pretender to mcdicBl 
science. Far is it from my intention to 
notice and exclaim against the ungentle- 
mauly calumnies coined by some humorous 
correspondent and issuod to a credulous j 
public thro’ the keen and almost super- 
intelligent media of some periodicals!—but 
my solitary wish is to stnta (with nmnlv 
candour and open sincerity ns a sincere 
well-wisher of the medical profession) that 
so far from associnteing with tlio untutored 
imps of einpericism or patronizing the 
ragged rabble of illiterate pretenders, 1 shall 


MON-MEDICAL CORONFJl’s INQUESTS AT 
FOItrSFA. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—Observing in the 369th No. of 
the Lancet, a letter signed “ Philander,” 
containing a statement relative to the ques¬ 
tion of non-medical coroners, which hap- 
[ pens to ba very wide from the truth , I for¬ 
ward you tlio following, convinced that 
truth alone can benefit any question. The 
discovery of Winney being murdered, 
chiefly arose from the suspicions of the sur¬ 
geon who gave evidence ou the first inquest, 
sad led to a second inquest. It was twenty- 
four hours after this discovery by tbe first 
surgeon aud the others present, that the bo¬ 
rough Coroner, by direction cf Ed. Carter, 
Esq., mayor, and the surgeon named ia 
yoar Correspondent’s letter, had ths oppor¬ 
tunity of having a view of what was already 
discovered. One day- before this, the first 
surgeon and the others present had found' 
the head fractured, aud more extensive in¬ 
jury in the throat than had boen at first sue* 
peeled; but the vertebras of the neck were 
not partially severed, as has beeu stated* 
It, is very wide from the truth, 1 that a small 
effusion of blood proved that life wax almost 
destroyed by the blow oo the head ;-as there 
was an immense pool of blood found by the 
body, aud tbe clothes also were bathed m 
blood. Your Correspoudent has not been 
candid enough (probably from his ignorance' 
of many material facta) to state, that before 
onv surgeon saw the body, it was conveyedi 
a distance of near a mile'by wator j in being- 
jostled about, the blood, yet fluid, of course 
stained muiiy parts it would not otherwise 




* ' INQUEST AT BAtePTOXi 

i Urn i milled surgeon, juoroner hid been ttrestttod Id fed wmd. 
jwj* ..!i with a tmn^amtui by Mr. Guy* *bo dcted 

* 11 of tlie convicts’ reason-j m the solicitor for the husband of the do- 
had not committed sui- oeased. A jury, of which Mr. Everett tbe^, 
it* foundation only in your bunker wu foremen, accordingly wnrai- 
‘ . " ‘ Wed on 8&tunUy morning l»»t, Oeforber Sdf 


int’s secount; such never was 
11 laboured investigation of four 
I with the greatest difficulty leud 
:- »Mtection j and tliis i do not hesitate to 
jay- would never have been known, had it 
for tbu medical evidence, as the 
taethttony’ of the convicts wpnt no further j 
than to establish suicide, not timrdpr. Of] 
the other two cases 1 have no knowledge 
except from report, 

I remain your obedient servant, 

V EElTASf 

Fortsea, Sept. $7tb, 1830. 


CORONER'S INQUEST at HAMPTON. 

Frances Clark, the wife of a labouring 
mail residing in the parish of Hampton 
Wick, waa taken in labour of her sixth child 
on Saturday the 25th of July last. Anu 
ELlam was in the house a few hours after 
the pains first came on, and shortly after 
Mrs. Elliott, a laundress, and Mrs." Chil-i 
man, t midwife, were sent for. The labour 
being tedious, and the midwife anxious, 
a surgeon of Teddington wus, after the lapse 
of some time, applied to, and on his de¬ 
clining to attend, Air. Bowen, a surgeon ofj 
Hampton, was called in. A loug period hav¬ 
ing elapsed from the commencement of the 
labour, and but little progress having been 
ipade, the husband and attendants wished 
Mr. Bowen to obtain further advice. The 
pretence of auother medical gentleman, 
however, was not to be. had without a re¬ 
quest by ** note ” from the surgeon himself, 
and this note Mr. Bowen refused to give, 
Several hours after this suggestion, the pa- 
tient died undelivered, both arms of the 
ftetus having beeu first removed. After the 
usual period the woman was buried, bat ru¬ 
mours were spread highly unfavourable to 
the treatment adopted by Mr. Bowen, and a 
statement that a boot-hook had been used 
by that gentleman during the attempts at 
dieiivery, infer eased the feelings of preju¬ 
dice. Some inquiry was then entered into 
hf the parish officers, but this only went to 
asdmtain how far the surgeon of Teddington 
had been culpable in declining to attend; 
smd as it appeared that he. was not in any 
way bound to comply with the request ofj 
the 1 .messenger, nothing further was done to 
elucidate the truth, until the proceedings 
wens adopted in order to obtain the pre¬ 
sent: inquest, the warrant for which was 
oat issued, we understood, until alter the 


at the Bell Inn, Hampton. Great interest' 
was excited by the proceeding, and between 
those who attended front curiosity, end thou# 
who were summoned as witnesses, almost 
every medical gentleman residing m th# 
neighbourhood was present. Mr. Wakley 
was also in attendance at the Special request; 
of some parties who were deeply interested 
in the inquiry. Objections were made to 
some of tlie jarymen by Mr. Guy, hut 
these were over-ruled by the coroner. 

A fter the jury had been swore, some dreed 
of examining a body which had been so long 
interred, was expressed by them, end Alr< 
Everett, the foreman) contended that there 
was no necessity for opening the coffin, and 
that the remains must be in such a stale of 
putrefaction, that it would be impossible to 
collect any satisfactory evidence from them, 
the body having been buried nearly tea 
weeks. After some remark from the coro¬ 
ner, which we could not hear, Mr. Wakley 
eaid, that it surely was not necessary that he 
should remind Mr, Stirling and the jury, 
that it could be no inquest at all if they 
omitted to take a view of the body. The 
coroner and jury accordingly proceeded to 
the church-yard, and the body was taken 
from the coffin : most of the jurymen speed¬ 
ily removed from the scene. The medical 
ineu gathered round, and at the suggeslion 
of Mr. Wakley the body was opened. This 
operation was kiudly performed by Mr, 
Mitchell, of Richmond, The progress of 
decay had not been great, and the integu¬ 
ments of the foetus, to the apparent asto- 
nislinient of all persona present, were natu¬ 
ral in colour and firm in texture. Upon 
opening the abdomen, the anterior part of 
the uterus appeared sound. On cutting: 
through this vi*m», tuti completely turning 
aside the uterus, the foetus was at once ex¬ 
posed to view. The body of the foetus waa 
lying across the pelvis, the right side of. the 
faoe resting upon the brim of the pelvis, the 
chin being nearly opposite the symphysis 
pubis, the head doubled considerably upon 
the chest; the thorax much distorted by 
compression, and considerably sunk into the 
pelvis. On slightly turning iJi« head, there 
were seen some jagged portions of integument 
and broken muscular fibre*, which proved to 
be the remains of the left shoulder-joint, 
thp arm having been removed. The fa-iua 
was uow raised, atul it was found that tbe 
remains of the right shoulder-joirii were low 
down in the vagina, a email strip of integu¬ 
ment even protruding at the oa externum, 
The entire right upper extremity, together 
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wttlitJw Acapnia mrthftt tide, bid be** re¬ 
moved. Immedlttoly opposite to fee axilla 
on the right side, the veitebrm were aepe- 
‘irated Mid fractured, tbe riba broken, and a 
roo^derabk aperture wm aide into tbe 
right cavity of tbe thorax, when lome in* 
Btrotteut, probably the boot-hook, appearedi 
to bare freely passed. The spine appeared 
to have been pulled with considerable force, 
the ape* of the angle thus produced, preaeut- 
iegtotheos externum. Upon looking at 
the head, the cranium did not appear to be 
at all compressed, but was oftbenntural form 
■trod size. On carefully examining the scalp, 
an aperture about the aize, as stated by Mr. 
Vjewell, of the tip of the middle-finger, was 
observed upon the occiput, and there was a 
fracture of the posterior inferior angle of the 
right parietal bone, which was here broken 
into three or four portions. The BCalp over 
this part was darker than in other situations, 
hut there was no wound in it; indeed, 
the broken bones maintained their natural 
position, and there was no communication 


tor for .theparish* ag#at^wigHH|^^ 
tbe ground that it WM jayiilte|aij)|M yy 
swy, unjustifiable, and i lyiskajjf ilpBff f 
the wish Of,the euraie and eblamh |j 
Many of. tbe frieode of Mr; 
warmly deprecated the inquiiyv' ; ?ill^pH 
witness called was * . *TtW, 

f Ann Er,LA», a widow residing on 
ton Common, who occasionally aww fc" 
Frupees Clark as a washerwoman, and #ti* ; 
with bet on Saturday tbe 25d» of Jujy lteb* 
On that day Mrs. Clark, who w«a rad* '$£: 
good health, first felt the pains of !ab6ufc>r 
Mrs. Elliott was there soon after, aodot 
Sunday evening at si* o'clock, witness weaf- 
for a midwife, Sarah Chilmao, on whoa# 
arrival Mrs. Clark retired to bed, where she 
remained crying und screaming the whole 
night. Towards morning she, wituess, in¬ 
quired of the midwife if the labour advanced 
at all. The reply was, that it did not, and 
Mrs. Chilman added that if the delivery did 
not take place before ten o'clock on Monday 
morning she must have some assistance* 


between the fracture and the small opening Mrs, Clark accordingly wished for the 
iu the scalp found upon the occiput, the attendance of a surgeon from Teddington, 
cellular membrane between the fracture for whom witness immediately went. She 
Mid aperture being found uninjured. Tbe told him that Mrs. Clark had been in labour 
bone immediately under the hole in tbe scalp all Suuday night, and that the case was now 
was perfectly sound, and thus it was evi- so difficult that the midwife and friends 
dent, from a careful external examination, wished him to viaither, but he refused to do 
that the head of the fetus hod net been so. He said they owed him five pounds 
opened in the attempts to procure delivery, already, and might go to Hampton for a 
although it was alleged that craniotomy had doctor. The witness accordingly returned, 
beta performed. As the external examine- and to save Frances Clark’s feelings told 
lion had established it as a fact beyond all her that the surgeon was not at home. She 
dispute, that the brain had not been removed subsequently went to liampiou fer Mr. 
by means of any surgical operation, much Bowen. Mr. Bowen promised to attend, 
surprise was depicted on the. countenances and came at half-past ten on Monday morn- 
of many of the medical gentlemen, whon, iug. Mrs. Elliott went into tbe room with 
upon separating the bones of the skull, the him. Ho remained there half an hour. On 
cranium was found lobe not half occupied by leaving he slated to witness that 11 bo had 
a tbiokish light-grey fluid matter, of about put every-thing fair and straight for tho 
the consistence of cream. It was probably midwife, in case any-thing occurred." He 
unknown to mony of the gentlemen present, came again at nine in the evening (Mrs. 
or it had entirely escaped their recollection Elliott was not then present), and inquired 
ut the moment, that the fetus had beeu of witness for the instruments he had left in 
dead for very nearly ten weeks. Tbe con- the morning, and of these he made use. He 
tents of tbe cranium, then, were in perfect inquired for Mrs. Elliott, saying, however, 
conformity with the nppearaur.es which are that Frances Clsrk was doing very well at 
known to present themselves after the lapse present; that he should waut her by and by 
of so long o tirao. The soft purls of the and would then semi for her, giving them 
mother did not appear to have been injured every hope that the labour was proceeding 
ut all by instruments. properly. At ten that evening Mrs. Elliott 

Amongst the gentlemen who attended the came, and continued with Mr*. (!la*k until 
iuqueat, Dr. Hunter of Hidimond, Mr. her demit, winch took place at ahoutaqjaar- 
Jewell of Sack * ille Street, and Mr. Neville, ter past ten on the following Tuesday 
were stated to have been invited on the morning in witness's presence. Mr, Bowen, 
part of Mr. Bowen. Mr. Bowen was not whil« with the deceased, requested tohtve 
iiimvelf present at first, hut at the request a boat-hook lout ut him, which implement 
of tba coroner he wan sent fer to tbe jury- was procured at a neighbour’s. On further 
room. Sir Andrew linllidnv bud also been examination of this witness, the following 
summoned, but he stated that he did not testimony was given. Frances Clark said, 
know why. Previous lo viewing the body, between three and four o’clock on Monday 
a, protest was made by Mr. Jackson, soltci- morniug, that she believed Iter child 




INQUEST AT HAMPTON, 


S that ill was not going on 
Mid was uked by the wit- 
Bbt presence of Mr, Bowen, if she 
ttHke to have some other medical 
The deceased replied urgently 
uative, JVIr. Bowen said nothing 
r --. ~-l on being referred to for his eon- 
..-^4’ replied that the labour was going on 
JMlbctly right, and he did not seem to 
tfcink any other adrice necessary. The 
husband also made the same inquiry, and 


umuo me ,wuc imjjuujr, nuu 

Mr. Bowen said the labour would soon be 
©?er. Thfi wish of the deceased was, how¬ 
ever, complied with by the friends, and Mr, 
George Taylor, surgeon, of Kingston, was 
sent for, while the messenger was gone 
Mr. Bowen had recourse to his instruments, 
and these he “ used with very great force; 
the perspiration poured off him; he put liis 
back against the wall, and his feet against 
the bed, and palled with a napkin with all 
his force.” {It was observed by a medical ' 
gentleman in the inquest-room, that an 
accoucheur could hardly attend a difficult 
labour in the month of July without per- 
spiring freely.) "Something then gave 
way, the sound was like a bit of stick 
breaking and the witness saw a child’s arm 

ttnllaH HT. D_ . 


| encouraging parturient women; that Mrs, 
Clark had had a fall a few days previous 
(no injury was complained of from this) ; 
land, finally, that It was not imperative <® 
Mr. Bowen to send a note to Mr. Taylor. 

Ma»y Ann Ki.uott, a widow, residing 
on Hampton Common, was then called. Her 
testimony corroborated that of Ann EUam. 
She saw Frances Clark first between five 
and six on Sunday evening, and found her 

*prir! ill. On 7 VT r RnM-on’a arrival in tliA 


I uuw «* uu uuiiuuy cfL'uiug, 

very! ill. On Mr. Bowen’s arrival in the 
morning, be made examination, and said 
“ the child was lodged at the hips,” turned 
i it, and added “ that he had put it in a fair 
way for the world,” but that it was dead. 
She saw Mr. Bowen use the instruments on 
i the Monday night. Of their nature she knew 
I nothing. He was very much out of temper, 
because another medical gentleman wns 
spoken of. Witness told him that it waa of 
uo use to say—Send for any one you like— 
she knew of nobody that would come with¬ 
out a note ; there was a man waiting at the 
door, if be chose to send him to another 
, doctor, or if lie named any gentleman whom 
i he wished to come, she would send for him. 
Ho sBid he would do no such thing. The 
wuiivm saw a caiia i arm j friends then sent for Mr. Taylor, as the ouly 
K Ued Mr. Bowen gave a nod to,’one they could think of; and the reply of 
«i Jr. 7 P roduced th « arm from under; that gentleman was, that he would come 
le bed-clothes, and laid it on the floor.” instantly on receiving a note. Mr. Bowen 
Alter this the messenger who went for Mr. | continued to use his instruments until three 
^ rI etUrn - ’ and 8tat , e . d that Mr< Taylor | o’clock on Tuesday morning, and then said 
declined coming unless Mr. Bowen sent a - he must go home and get bowo more from 
note requesting lua attendance. This re- j London. He returned in less than an hour 
r ^ ufted 10 muke - He said I and asked for the bool-hook, which he used, 
that Mr. laylor might come if ho liked, but! placing his feet against the bed, and puliine 
when he, Mr. Bowen wanted skill, he j with violence. She heard •• a slushing noise” 
would send for U. If they could find any j when the hook was used. (The boot-hook 
one who could do more for Mrs. Clark than j was shown, and compared with the blunt- 
lumaelf, they might send for that person, j hook.) Witness saw him take off both of 
?JL” 0 W ,° U i d . g i Ve no t0 «ny-body. ; tke arms; one ho pulled off, the other he 
hlJSf In Lad r h8d ,•« ® hl,dr ® n ’ hu i Bev « I cul The manner of Mr. Bowen was 

before knew ofso difficult a labour. Francos j extremely cross aud snappish, both to 
(dark had Lad several very fine children. I Frances Clark and herself. She hud at- 

2™?* d ' d n0t * ee . more one art *» re- j tended many labours before, but none like 
moved. To a question,—Did Mr. Bowen I this. 

U> alU,nd 1,10 i Sahau Cmi***. the midwife, a widow, 
" p »-' V’”, 0 " 8 V “•,I[T"' 1 ™* « KUpim, TO. nextexamined. 
Jewrtl : 100 ,Md sl ™ »*>d »hn had premised thirty year., and 
if^wew d *“ d “ re ™ ed ,tr 3 much i! Moisted at the birth, of 40tK> children. To 
y T J"”” 6 ” in la - 'l UB »tiona—Since your experience he, been 

BW Mr . T l :°” rd “ ; “ e^at, Why did'not yo'u deliver th.de- 

Mr. Bowen wy why he need a boat- j ceased 1 Because it wee not my work; » 
r“, • '“°.-~ Are >“ a » w “ r « 'hat »» tnstru- ; mua wrs sent for, and then the business we, 
'“T hic A » hoot-book is often used in! taken out of ml ore. Have youeverdj- 
Bubnfeiy, end thet force ie often necessary’ lirered hire. Clark before' Yes eeeeml 
l^Tl T „T' So T .i^utlemeii j limes.—VVere tbc labou™ ' difficult T 
a d d i' , ,n p ull, *'!“ n . 1“ the j ways; tv. o ni e bt* hare sometimes passed.— 
h.„ng,a„l th.t the Wby did yon aend for , doctor» o\vTb.. 
{™* T*J , °” e ' th "' " 1 “"se it m not e fair labour, end I ,Iw«vs 
Imtt ll,d elapsed before Sir. Bowen's pro- 1 send for a doctor in prop™ timo c bi. T 

Clark hettt ' r tb ™ u “ ^"Oman’s; when 

-ul *1 C k W “ Sdol , u " we,, » ■ Mr - llowtn c»me,he said Mrs. Clark would 
mw jusufed by the ptacuce of alwaysjdu very well, and there must be patienoe. 



INQUEST AT HAMBTQN. 


Thia was when he Attended in the morning, j 
In the evening be sdUsaid there must be 
patience, hut witness thought not. She 
said nettling at first, for die was “ glad of 
"somebody; to get tier own neck out of the, 
halter.” At last ihe spoke, and said that 
in these cMes they always had another 
doctor, hut Mr. Bowen said they did not 
want any more. Witness then mentioned 
. Mr. Taylor to the deceased, who had 
•* helped her out once before.” Mr. Bowen 
said, that if Mr. Taylor came he would go 
out of the house. This was not a hand case; 
it was what witness would call a face case. 
'"The face filled the cavity, and there was no 
^room for an arm. The arm had not pro- 
\ruded when Mr. Bowen came. When the 
arm came off he had got a napkin round it, 
and was pulling very hard, and witneu said 
•• the Lord a’ mercy on ua, what are we to 
do now; we must have more assistance.” 
The pelvis waa sufficiently large for any 
child. 

Examined by Mr. Jewell. When were 
you called to the case 1 Between six and 
Beven on Sunday nighr. The membranes 
gave way at eleven. Discovered that it 
waa a fare presentation next morning at 
eight. The pains came on at period* of half 
on hour, and never bore down. Saw nothing 
whatever taken away but the arms. 

Here the evidence of the witnesses pre¬ 
sent at the labour closed, and— 

Mr. GaonoK Jewell was examined. He 
is a surgeon and a teacher of midwifery, and 
was present at the examination of the body 
this morning, and had hoard the evidence. 
As to the position of the child, he should 
imagine that the only part which could have 
been felt was the cheek. It could hardly 
be called n face presentation, and he. should 
any from the position of the body that the 
ann must have fallen down. As to the prac¬ 
tice of removing the arms under such cir¬ 
cumstances, ho considered it to be perfectly 
justifiable. When the arm is presented in 
that manner it is not always usual to perfo- 
lute the head, but sometimes it may be done 
with great advantage. The practice in 
general is to bring down the breech by an 
instrument of this kind (exhibiting the blunt 
hook), and if there be not one at hand, and 
the proctitioner thought proper ho might 
use a boot-book in its place. From the 
•pine beiug broken in the feetus in the pre¬ 
sent case, be should think that Mr. Bowen 
had used the boot-hook for that purpose. 
He (Mr. Jewell) would use it himself if the 
patient wore sinking for want of an opera¬ 
tion of that kind. There did not appear to 
have been any injury done to the soft parts 
or the uterus, from the use of instruments. 
[To questions.] Is it your opinion that the 
medical man was, or was uot to blame in 
the treatment he adopted 1—I have stated 


v* . 

in the petti 
not be introduced, < 
in this case, be proper to introt 
struraentsl—No answer. Whit' l 
size of the hole in the scalp ?—Lsrgtfc 
to admit the point of the middle finger* f 
it easy to extract the brain through 1 
bole ’—If the brain were broken down i 
could escape through a veiy small orifice 
la it usual to take off the arms 1— 1 The «H. _ 
was unusually large. Could yott discotfi 
from the state of the fcctus that it could skit 
have been turned T—It could bare been" 
turned only with difficulty; the chin waa 
towards the pubes. Is it usual to take 
off the limbs without further advice 1—1 
have expressed my general opinion. How 
could both arms have been taken off?— 
When one is off, then there is more room to 
takeoff the other. Should you, from the 
evidence you have heard, and the poaitiouin 
which you found tbo foetus, have pursued 
the same course?—(There was no direct 
answer to this question ; the further exami¬ 
nation of Mr. Jewell was very much opposed 
by some friends of Mr. Bowen.) Do not 
you in your lectures require your pupils to 
ascertain the position of the child?—(Not 
replied to.) Do you think that Mr. Bowen, 
acted properly in this case ?—I do. 

Mr. GxoncE Tarton, of Kingston, was 
colled and examined. Is a surgeon and 
an M.D., has been eighteen years in prac¬ 
tice ; attended Frances Clark’s first labour; 
she had a full-sized pelvis. In tbat case 
he turned the child, and there was a fair 
delivery. On the present occasion he 
received a message between one and two 
o’clock on Monday night, to go to Hamp¬ 
ton. He asked the messenger what was the 
woman's name, and the duration of the 
labour, and heard that Mrs. Chilmau and 
Mr. Bowen were in attendance. Heinquiied 
whether the messenger came from Mr. 
Bowen or the attendants ; they said, not 
Mr. Bowen,for he refuged to send. Did not 
know Mr. Bowen, nor does he now, and bis 
opinion therefore was, that Mr. Bowen did 
not wish it, nor said any-thing about it. His 
reply accordingly was that he could not 
go unless invited by Mr. Bowen himself, 
lu the morning he wrote to say whnt had 
passed, and presumed all bad gonfe off well. 
He had never heard anymore of Mr. Bowen 
until now. He had been present .at the 
examination of the body. lie thought it 
impossible that the arms came dowo natu¬ 
rally. The face might hava righted itaelf* 
Thinks the anna came down in an attempt 
to get hold of the feet. It » not usual to 
take off the arms of the frctus, and should 
not readily be induced ttf do such a thing 
himself; cannot call to mind a case in which 
he saw the propriety of suoh&n operation* • 




,*T,Wt»lfi«d by Mr. 

_pot to 8ir Andrew 

._ j«t Mr. Bowen bod alatid to 
, be lied not token off the 
the lotos, and had tafrly delivered 
The following ia the substance 
, „ r ; of Sir Andrew. Mr. Bowen 
on him shortly after the death of 
Clark, to explain the reports which 
j in circulation. His language to Sir 
Andrew went to prove that he was not to 
btaae in the treatment he adopted. Ho did 
sot ear that he had not taken off the arms 
and delivered the woman. It waa impossible 
for him (Sir Andrew) lo Tecollect now ex¬ 
actly what passed, but the impression left 
on his mind,by the statements of Mr. Bowen, 
was, either that he had delivered the woman, 
or that be waa in the act of delivering her 
when she died from exhaustion. He (Sir 
Andrew) did not mean to deny that Mr. 
Bowen had said this or that, but his impres¬ 
sion was as he had already described. [To 
questions.] Did you not tell Mr. George j 
Taylor, and Mr. Sells, that Mr. Bowen had j 
laid to you he had not removed the arms and j 
had delivered the deceased I—l told them j 
that Mr. Bowen told me be had no itwitted or! 
torn off ibe tmni. (Objections were here! 
made to what was termed a ‘'personal! 


HWEBT AT HMIFTOS. 

com* m*J, of «te*f # JK* 
odoftoO; tkooiwio of &»■ *«**• “ r - 

M.irjwfbw, u it »ppM»4. *' J 

proceed, and upon my jwMjfftflW* j 

The ewrount “ autnmed up PltPj; 
o'clock. He commented very briefly Wkb* 
evidence of the witnemen- It wee tuipoir 
aible tossy why (be observed), but some me* 
were naturally more careful, fora# ®qre 
timorous than others; and so it was, he sup¬ 
posed ia midwifery cases; some went for¬ 
cibly to work, and some gently, but they 
were not therefore to think of bringing 
man to the bar of public opinion because ws^ 
mode was not so successful as that of others, 
else they would have enough to do with all 
the medical men aud old midwivea in llus 
kingdom. He did not mean that it should 
be bruited about that the arms of V chil¬ 
dren”! were to be cut off on all occsuioa#, 
but he considered that there were occasions 
ia which it might be done with great pro¬ 
priety. The Princess Charlotte bad, he 
had no doubt, the very beat physician when 
she waa in cldldrbedj how much more ex¬ 
cusable then, was an unfortunate result to 
a less eminent man. Now the medical man, 
in the present case, had evinced great 
anxiety, and had shown himaelf desirous of 
doing all be could. He procrastinated the 


examination," and it was therefore stopped.) j use oi instruments as long as he could, and 


Air. Wo. Sella of Hampton, Mr. George 
Ceoperof Brentford, Mr. James Smith of 
Kicbmoud, Mr. Thomas Litchfield of 
■Twickenham, and Mr. John Watson, Sur¬ 
geons, were now sworn, bat the coroner and 
Bie jury seemed to think, that fartber^evi- 
dence was not required. Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Cooper said they should be obliged to give 
evidence which'would be of a contrary na¬ 
ture to some of the medical opinions which 
bad been given by Mr. Jewell, and Mr. 
Cooper remonstrated with great force and 
justness against the custom of requiring the 
attendance and evidence of medical men on 
coroners' inquests, without remunerating 
them for the valuable momenta which they 
we» often compelled to devote to it. He 
Bed put a lady to bed at ten o'clock the 
night previous, and bail not Been her from 
that hour to this (sis p.m.), in ronatquence 
of the summons he had received to attend 
here, though without one particle of pre¬ 
vious knbwledge of .the merits or demerits 
M the case. The justice of the complaints 
made by Mr. Cooper were fully acknowledg¬ 
ed by all the gentlemen in IhtTroom. We are 

ry that want of spuce prevents us from 
Appending the whole of his remarks on the 
hardship to which medical men are thus sub¬ 
jected. 

Amidst the discussion which ensued 
Jtetltej'eflftctiaoa'were thrown out against 
M mode is which the warrants were filled 
H 9 by Mr. Guy, who waa justified by the 


they (the Jury), knew the fatal result. 
Let them observe the length of attendance 
he gave to the patient; he did not shirk the 
casu at all; hu did not make a half business 
of it, but persisted to the last. As for the 
hoot-hook, it Was so similar to the blunt- 
hook, that n man would be happy to have 
autb a substitute; yet this had made a 
great impression out of doors. He had used 
hie bust skill, aud it hod turned out unfor¬ 
tunately, and could not be helped. It waa 
for the jury to say whether Mr. Bowen 
stood in the case of a man who ought to be 
tried for the course he bad pursued. 

After a consultation of a quarter of an 
hour, the jury brought in a verdict of 
" Died by dm visitation of God, and the 
medical attendant did all he could to save 
life,” or, “ there was no blame attached to 
the medical attenduut." 


rrriwethsr, _ r .„ . 

examination, admitted iliat he gave tb#eon»Ub|> 
who wai appointed to siimmtm the jury, a list o 
tweuli-lbur name*. He alio admitted put he hu 
uevenuterfiared in a similar mamtur «n any loroun 

to fur above lb. 

on coroner'a in 


lion. The jury-spun appeared to 
class at' persons who usually act 


♦ The pojMeedM coroner swore sit the wil- i 
newev lo gise true evidence M touching fhf dmtlu 
of Fiances Clark aud her in/anl child ! n 
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' : : ‘THE LANCET. -mi .. .•*tHM 

V V ^ -■;< • inthis metropolis, of ipyototfog 

\ 4/tM&h Stbfjjfjft Qcfcfyr 9, IB30 # teedieri, wad officers, to the wfe&^Mp 

..V-‘. in *- medical wtoblidiment^ Mr. Btorta^ 

' fur institutions of xnodirn time* bwe openly declared, even at the prelilnfciiijf 
«n strongly excited the hopes of tbs literati jirocaedinga, tfact ray other cossJderl tide 
of Kurope u the Uhivebsitt or Lohpou. thin ability shoyld only weigh e» du#ii«ti|b 
The proposition for founding this splendid beluce in appointing the pmfemom. 
national establishment was hailed by every in defiance of thin excellent declaration, 
r liberal mind with unqualified delight, be- the professors have been selected is secret) 
^ cause it was expected that it would freely rad the council, we believe, hive been 
•lied the light of knowledge over the im- guided in their choice, solely by lettimo* 
mouse mesa of uniutructed being! resident nials that have been written in private, 
in this deniely-populated metropolis. If read in private, and discussed in private, 
the expectations of the friends end sup- Many of the professors in the medical 
porters of 4he new University have not department are gentlemen of the highest 
been fully realised, still we believe that attainments in their profession, and they 
enough has already been accomplished to would have beet) delighted at having had 
satisfy the pnblie that incalculable adran- sA opportunity afforded to them of displtyiug 
. rugas must, ultimately, result from the their talents before e scrutinizing, and 
intellectual labours displayed in suolt an liberal, public. The council must bow 
establishment. Of the success of one de- deeply regret that election by public com- 
partmeat we can apeak with much confidence; petition was not adopted, for to that fatal 
we mean, the medical. That its utility has omission are to be trend, the charges of 
in some measure been retarded by the ia- incompatency which have been so freely 
fluence of private pique, and the workings *ndao extensively circulated nguinat some 
bf jealous malignant bickerings, we shall of the professors. In the present day the 
not attempt to deny, but . these are inci- gown of a professor is not deemed a suffix 
dent to all infant establishments, in which cient guarantee for intellectual attainment* 
a mass of ill-assimilated aud incongruous and, in spite of all that can be said to the 
matter must el first be associated, and the contrary, the people will assuredly believe 
difficulties which the University baa already tint there ia something wrong, something 
proved itself equal , to surmounting, afford corrupt and underhand, if those wbp ap- 
the strongest ground for believing that the point important public officers select them 
medical department, will become the first in the closet, instead of in the open fare of 
institution of its kind. The two greet diffi- day. In the choice of professors, therefore, 
cutties under which thin department has we fear it must he acknowledged that the 
.rebooted, hove arisen, it must be eon- Council of the University of London ,a»a 
kwed, from defects in the government, not one step higher in the scale of good 
•We allude to the election of the professors government, than are the ill-informed and 
by private testimonials radio seeret, instead idle managers of pur ill-officered dispongs* 
of by competition end in publir; end lu the rirs. This is e subject of vita} importance 
extreme, the culpable negligent*, mnpi- to the interests of the University, and wt 
fested in the absence of s hospital. Bed would seriously urge it upon thq unties of 
the professors been elected by rancour*', as tire proprietors at their next annual meeting, 
ip Paris, the University would it one? have 'fire consideration, however, of Ihcoibf* 



gjPf OPPOSITION OF MR, BELL 

Wide? which the medical depart* of vogue hypothesis, and is equally worth* 
laboured—the absence of a koapi- leas. But it were a waste of time to dwell 
|l9P|Nft*ot be delayed until February, un- upon the propriety of attacking a hospital to 
mMram'.touitcil and proprietors are really «le- any medical school. Nearly the wholo oi 
the nipdical ecbool should never tbe medical students visit the metropolis 
^ppiitee a greator number of students than for the express purpose of " walking tbe 
'."d^Oontsins at present. The success which hospitals,” as it is termed. They consider, in 
tbh department has already attained in the fact, that the hospital is the school, and the 
abeenoe of a hospital, speaks loudly and de- lecture-room only the appendage. It should 
cidedly in favour of the exertions qpd quali- be remembered that the best works on m edi¬ 
fications of the professors, who, without such cine, surgery, physiology, and pathology* 
a prop, such an auxiliary to their labours as have been always open to them during tbe 
• hospital would afford, are, in fact, en- period of their initiatory studies; and ia the 
devouring to Btem tbe torrent of prejudice lecture-rooms of this town they have little 
that has been opposed to them, with a more repeated to them in the course of 
millstone around their necks. The support each day, than the discourses contained in 
which we have, by our bumble exertions, established works, and with which they 
endeavoured to yield to the University from hare long been familiar. They come to 
the first moment of its establishment, justi- London to see disease, and to see those 
fies us in speaking boldly ; without then at- means applied which the accumulated ex* 
tributing bad motives to any one, we declare perience of ages has decided to be tbe most 
unhesitatingly, that those who have op- judicious and ellicient. But, at the London 
posed the foundation of a hospital in con- University, there is no disease to be seen, 
nexion with the University, are utterly un- no disease to be cured, no experience to bo 


qualified to take any share in the govern- acquired. They can observe the shadow, 
meet of the institution. After the hopes but the substance is beyond their scan. It 
that were originally held out, is such con- will be said, we are awure, by the enemies, 
duct honourable to the public? Is it just not by tbe frionds of the University, that 
towards the proprietors? la it fair towards the pupil esn attend the Middlesex Hos¬ 
tile students—the anxious, the hardworking, pitnl. But the practice of this institution 
student 1 The public will, by-and-by, de- has long been in ilt odour throughout the 
clare that they have been deceived ; tbe kingdom, and the Hospital was not erected 
proprietors, when the shares shall have sank with ft view to the formation of a medical 
fifty per cent., will declare that they have school. Its regulations ore obnoxious to 
been cheated; and tbe students will quit the adequate instruction of students, 'aud 
an institution iu disgust, in which Lliey the governors, when the prospectus of the 
will have too much reason to complain of University was first issued, even took the 
the non-fulfilment of their just expectations, opportunity of disclaiming, in the publics 
A medical school, upon an extensive scale, papers, any connexion between the hospi- 
caunot exist without a hospital. As well tal und that institution. This proceeding 
might sn animal be expected to live without ought, indeed, to have goaded the Council 
nutriment. In the wards of a hospital there to the performance of their duty. The insult, 
are all the materials upon which the prin- however, for it was one, has passed unkeed- 
ciplcs and practice of the curative art are cd. WAavc heard two grounds alleged to 
founded ; but theory, in the absence of an explain the cause of the absence of a bospi* 
Opportunity for observing the facts upon tal; first, the opposition offered to tbe mea« 
which it is founded, assumes the character sure by Mr. Charles Bell, tad, secondly. 



TO A LONDON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL. 


the want of adequate fond*. If it be true 
that Mr. Bell has opposed the establish¬ 
ment of a University Hospital, the Council 
roust have been particularly short-sighted 
not to have perceived that it was possible, 
quite possible, that his hostility to the 
measure arose from motives not entirely dis. 
interested. The erection of a hospital upon 


Having derived our informatiAi MHAHj 
most authentic sources, we are 
credit the report that Mr. Bell has 
difficulties in the way of establishing 
pitui in connexion with the University, ft., 
the reports be unfounded, then, of naeei- 
sity, the whole of tbis part of out argil- V 
roent falls to the ground; but assomuig 


the foundation of the University might not 
have proved agreeable, or even profitable to 
"Mr. C. Bell, who, it ought to have been 
remembered, is one of the surgeons of the 
Middlesex, and, hence, be is the only anato¬ 
mical professor connected with the Univer¬ 
sity, who is in receipt of the fees paid by the 
students for witnessing the surgical prac¬ 
tice of a hospital. It is, we say then, 
barely possible, that Mr. Bell’s opposition 
may have been stimulated by motives not 
tlieh esf calculated to add to the honour of 
the University, or to promote the inte¬ 
rests of the students. If there were a 
University hospital, Mr. Bell would not 
he the only medical professor holding the 
office of hospital surgeon he would not be 
the only professor whose coffers would he 


them to be correct, what inference are we 
to draw from the following verbatim copy 
of a paper which is exhibited in the lobby 
of the Middlesex Hospital 1 

** Clinical Lectures. Surcbrv. 

“ Mr. Bell lias delayed saying any-thing 
about Clinical Lectures on Surgery, in the 
hope that he will be able to make an ar¬ 
rangement with Mr. Brodie, that the pupils 
of the Middlesex and St. George’s Hospi¬ 
tals, may have the mutual benefit of more 
extensive opportunities for learning the 
principles which direct the practice of the 
hospital surgeons of London. 

“ The surgeons of St. George's Hospital 
have expressed themselves most liberally 
on the subject.” 

Here, Mr. Bell in so many words an¬ 
nounces to the pupils, that no clinical 
information is to be obtained at the Uuiver- 


benefited by the fee. paid by hospital .tu- , itT> , uflid „ rrt lhe Middles 

den,.. Beside*, Mr. Bert, may bo nppre- Ho , pital> but , hat J,, ll0pe8 t0 |, e c „ ab!( . d 

lie iisive that the enlightened views and libe- . , . , 

° to make an arrangement with the surgeons 

rsl opinion, of the Council night induce „ F s,. (i,orj.’., which «ill bo .ttendod with 

ibom to act upon the Barisian principle, and a(ljauUge .. tblla diuwioj ofi'the uttentiou 

throw open the ward, of the hospital to the of EtuJen , f „ ra ^ University, a „ d 

studoute, free of expense. In this cm* the , iiu . ctillg it a8l: bool situated Mu distance 

surgeon ortho Middle..* Hospital would oftwomll „. Ko w, if Mr. Btu. bo so ready 

be mmm bis foes. Mr. Bat..., tlteteforo, , cknowleJge u , al llie University .Bonis 

see. much haxard in the enterprise, and bo „ 0 for ^veying clinical msmic . 

1». invariably touched the subject with liollj tl.^t llu- wards of the Middlesex lies- 

a coldund chilling bund. However careful )liu , a , 3 „ ilia d B1ua ( e t0 the purpose or 

Mr. C. Bell mnv he of his own interests as ... 

- teaching medical stmients how tiiev are to 

a hospital surgeon, wo think bo might have |M|)e , |leir wlly doM 

paused, as one of the professors, before be (W c(m „ ri| „ ri „, lt lodl . mimd aaau . 

bad taken upon hirasell to issue a document, „. . . . , , .. t, . 

1 swer to the question,—why does Mr. Bell 

the tenor of which, if it were left one*. „ |1|ms , of , hospital it. ituato- 

pluined, might injure, if not ruin, that do- , h „ u , cml , lesioil lljy University ’ It oer- 

purtmontoftbe University which beisbouml. td ,, |v y „ y consolatorv {1) Ihoso .Moots 

by every principle of honour, 10 uphold to w ;„, he iusiructcd at o school 

the utmost extent of his capability. I in ( ; u „i-. s trccl, to be 1 . 1 UI by one of their 


No. •’>? 1. 




ytib'&t they can obtain a little 
I by walking to St. George’s Hos- 
l at Knigbtsbridge, where the 
it, “ express themselves lib'erally on 
v-,£g wbject! ** Would tiiat we could say as 
;; “j*Doh for Mr. Bell, and we regret, exceed- 
■fY Jjagly, that the members of the council 
should have been at any time influenced in 
their decisions, by a person who appears to 
be bo little desirous of securing the success, j 


LONDON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL. 

held their donations from an object of 10 
much more importance than either of 
the institutions now in progress ! 

The expense of maintaining a well-go- 
rented hospital, is much below what it 
generally conceived to be adequate for such 
a purpose. Three or four thousand pounds 
per annum would be quite sufficient to sup* 
port a hospital large enough to afford in¬ 
struction to the student* of the University,— 


and promoting the great objects, of their in- j a sum, we Bhould think, not difficult to he 
solution. Air. Bell is an able anatomist, J collected amongst even the proprietors and 


and an acute physiologist, hut we fear that 
he is wanting in those high qualities of the 
mind which should alone regulate the prin¬ 
ciples of government in such an excellent 
establshment as the University of London. 

The second alleged obstacle to the forma¬ 
tion of a hospital, viz. the deficiency of 
funds, has, we believe, had much greater 
weight with the council than the opposition 
of Mr. Bell ; but it is a difficulty which 


their friends. In a pecuniary sense, indeed, 
we are decidedly of opinion that the share¬ 
holders would be benefited by individually 
subscribing five or ten guineas towards the 
erection of a hospital; for ooe of the speedy 
results of founding such an institution, 
would be an increase in the value of the 
shares of not less than from five to ten per 
cent. If a hospital, indeed, connected with 
the University, were to be governed upon 


energy and talent, might long ago have • liberal principles,—if its officers were to be 
surmounted. Within very little more than j elected by public competition, and if its 
the time that the council have been lament- j doors were to be thrown open, free of cost, 
ing over the sadly empty state of their j to the medical students, it would receive 
coffers, some persons of very questionable I warmer support than any other eleeraosy- 
cliaracter and intentions, have contrived to j un )’ medical institution in this metropolis j 
collect'* building funds" sufficient to erect a j because it would be soon acknowledged 
new St. George’s Hospital, a new West-j that it must eventually confer incalculable 
minster Hospital, aud another institution, j advantages upon all classes of the com- 
which is to be called the Charing Cross j munity. 

Hospital. In the list of proprietors of' Let us hope, Vran. that the members of 
the Uuiversiiy of London are to to found j the Council will at ouce bestir themselves, 
the names of noblemen of wealth, eba-! and devise some plan for accomplishing this 
racter, and influence j also the names of j great national work. The measures, if 
merchants, and tradesmen, of great opu- j judiciously taken, must prove effective, lu 
lence. Who can believe then, that had j order to stimulate the Council to the per- 
the nect&sity and utility of the measure formance of this duty, and in order not to 
been properly explained to them, they add to the numerous fatal effects which have 
would have withheld from such a scheme already arisen from delay, we would suggest 
either their personal exertions, or their j to the students the propriety of addressing 
pecuniary contributions. Besides, if the; the Council on the subject, urging in strong, 
public have subscribed so liberally to the,but respectful language, the disadvantages 
hospital building funds now accumulating,! under which they labour from the absence 
is it to be supposed that the benevolent: of a hoBpitul, and imploring that measures 
part of the community would have with-1 may he immediately adopted for founding 



WESTMIN* HOBPltAL^»AMWO» mm?. 

Moh an institution,—without which, they 
can uubeaitatingly state, that it ia not in 
their power to acquire a competent know¬ 
ledge of their profession. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


Tns scheme for rebuilding the Westmin¬ 
ster Hospital at Cbaring-Cross was dis¬ 
cussed by the Governors at a tolerably full 
meeting on Wednesday last. After a Warm 
debate, it was decided by the casting vote 
of the Chairman, who was himself the Trea¬ 
surer, that “ the Treasurer's report should 
be brought up, 


■M. LARREY* 
ofTHELANCiT for 1827-8. Thin 
ther nica case for a non-medical 



"The requisite amount of forte | 
used in obstetric operations, should bWtjjpk ' 
plied by degrees , very cautiously end dmt$ t 
according to the demand for it; but the 
whole of the extracting force, in order to 
be safely , and, therefore, successfully ex¬ 
erted, must be confined within eery \ 
rate limits.”—Elements, p. *01. 


** When the arm of the child is presented 
in the way I now show you, provided the 
woman have reached the full time of ges¬ 
tation, you cannot in this position abstract 
the child. If, with terocious tonorasce, 

And this appears to base In - y hoW ofll,e ‘ rm *" d P ull < “rtoring 
, , , . - . the innocent child, like Damien the assas- 

been done merely out of courtesy to that ■ _ , , . ...... 

J sin, you break , you tear xt , limb from 

respectable gentleman. The jobbers, there- j "—Lancet, p. 284. 

fore, are in statu quo. There is no district! . , ... 

. . . . ,, . . . . .. i 1 swages bearing on the same point might 

in London where a Hospital is more decid-' % r ° . 

„ , .... ! 1,0 niultiphed ad infinitum, but a rery small 

edly necessary than the one m which the j 

,. r . . „ • . , portion of common Bense, without the au- 

Wcstmraster Hospital now stands. We . . 

. , , , Ithority of any established writer, must be 

shall publish two or three documents on the ' ^ 

subject of this transaction in our next num- j 
ber; meanwhile we hope the intelligent and j 
independent Governors will not fail to per- j 
form their dutv to the subscribers and to the 


afflicted poor. 


j quite sufficient to deter any man from fol¬ 
lowing the example of Mr. Bowen in pulling 
off the urmsofa full-grown foetus, after he 
had "set every thing straight for the 
world.” 


A report of the Coroner's Inquest 
which was held on Saturday last at Hamp¬ 
ton, will be found at page 7-k The facts 
disclosed in the evidence of the females, 
require no comments; but we must acknow¬ 
ledge that we are utterly at a loss to com¬ 
prehend the evidence of Mr. Jewell. 
Should there have been any young and in¬ 
experienced practitioners present, who may j 
hove formed an opinion from the testimony | 
of that gentleman in favour of using groat j 
force in the practice of midwifery, w« beg to | 
submit for his careful perusal the following 
extracts ou the subject; the first taken from 
Professor Davis's splendid work on the 
M Elements of Operative Midwifery," and 
the second from the invaluable lectures of 
Dr. Buinpku., published iu the volumes 


From a report which M. Lahtiey lately 
made to the Academic, lloyule, it appears 
that, of about 500 wounded who were admit¬ 
ted at the Military Hospital at Gros Caillou, 
after the three memorable days, not more 
than seven had died on the 29th of August, 
although a great number of them had under¬ 
gone very important surgical operations. 

With respect to the personal exertions of 
M. Laiuu.y during and after the three days, 
the French journals are unnnimojus in their 
praises, and it gives us great satisfaction to 
fiud that this venerable man, wlioj during 
the old regime, was purposely neglected, 
merely because be had been the personal 
frieud of Napoleon, has lately received from 
the present government the most unequivo¬ 
cal proofs of a frank acknowledgment of kla 
merits. 

G 2 ' 



EMJOTSONON DISEASES OF THE BESET. 

MByi'l: . of tin lunpi, wliicb, in mtny tun, could not 

npK'"' , tie pronoticced upon with Mooney,of ivbicb, 

■MHflWMt htpmimmU in the Art ef i tt 0 tbon, tba disgnoiu *u «lw.y« ractt- 
the various Dutatet of the tain, Rod moreovwr to point out tbe very 
putoffdetod. ‘ 

ffl&Sni he/are the Hmnl College of Phil- " But the very uccuracy of Lueotiec't di«- 
in the near til'.'''. By Johm El- ooveriei i« objected to. Wo am naked Ctei 
'4*5, .. s.„ i bonol The answer in plain. 1 1 ia univer- 

.■fg« , o*.M.D.t.B.s..JLu.Ae. Loudon. ai|1 ' dile , M , hould u 

^iSSO. Longman and Co. toko. pp.S«. d«crib«i, tod it* mtura Mceruiuod, u *e. 
Although aome years have note elapsed j Ho* with every ad- 

since the invention of the stethoscope. j knoaVdg^Ttl^ wurce^of'aymp°oms! n diag^ 
several Lreatises, besides t.it* translation oft nosis imperceptibly and inevitably becoir-y. 
Laeiinec's original work, have been pub* more accurate. To condemn accurate r I 
lisbed in this country respecting it, its j uosis is therefore to condemn accus.. L 
value is by no means so generally acknow-1 knowledge to Test satisfied with impoifer,. 

_ information when industry would give us 
ledged as it deserves to be: and there are . , • , 

° . ’ .J more—to admire ignorance when know* 

yet many practitioners, and some writers,; j s w ithi« our reach. Besides, diitgno* 
who either reject it altogether as worthless, s i. s ought to he universally cultivated with- 
or maintain that it is only to he used with out reference to its utility in particular in* 
advantage by such as have' a peculiarly nice stances. It is a part of our science ; every 

ear, and have devoted to the study of it an I?" Tf 1,6 c , ull ; vatt! ‘ 1 for th< : I'vrlvctjmi of 
, . . , * . the whole, uud what may not he practically 

extraordinary degree of time and attention. usefo | ,„-dav, m „ v b«omv ao to-morrow, 

It in therefore with great satisfaction that •• But there is immediate utility in tl.e 
we find such strong testimony in its favour discoveries of Avenbrugger and Laemic-c. 
from a physician whose statements are justly No one will protend that the diagnosis in 
entitled to confidence, and who himself fur- t ^ ,ron 'c diseases of the chest tc, with the 

nishes a refutation of one of the objections ? P^ lt !lf ’ ls > generally 

, , J , sat's.'actorv. Jfeiore I adopted nusctiltatiou, 

which have been adduced against autculta- j ktl0W th * uC j f miU(;Bt ] v discovered disease 
tion, having first begun to employ it after of the heart alter death where l had not 
many years of practice, and when it can previously suspected it, and frequently fennd 
hardly be supposed that he could devote to lUv or S™ 8yuJ,d 1 ,iad BU|»|«aed it 

it more time than almost any praclitiouer *«*»*■ Wi'On I was enrrunt in vxpVGting 
... . r . , to sec organic affection of the heart, I was 

inig.it bestow. \\ it.iout noticing this oh- () f ten W rong us to the precise nature of the 
jection. Dr. Llliotson, iu the commencement | lesion. Too often has auscultation tit o«u* 
of the first lecture, successfully combats {revealed disease of the heart to me, when, 
those which have been raised against the P ood practitioners, no affection of the 


utility' of auscultation, and his observations 
here are so excellent, that we cannot for- 


8 : In-art, or **ve» of the chest, had bi-\i mis- 
j pected, or ihi* ud been named ii fous 
palpitation or CM.ij.na, when tin lungs had 


hear making as long an extract as our limits j been regarded us the s.-i 1 .*(* i!u malady, or 
will allow of. 1 the case been treated with the r ue violent 


1 remedies of liydrothorax. Ucptate.il v hn 

“ The discoveries made hv Laennrc in j ] seen chronic bronchitis, with ex ure - p- 
the symptoms of these disorders are great potion 0 f the lungs, mistaken ' 

enough to entitle lum to all the honours j thorax, nnd unavoidably so, from ,u 
which have ever beeu acquired m oar pro* eum 0 f percussion uud auscultation, «r- 
fcusion. lie lias enabled us to juuge of die- the sv nip to ms were precisely the j fl 
eases, often, not otherwise with certainly with the exception of those which ' 
distinguishable or not at all, and this with cussion and auscultation only could ,H 
on accuracy inconceivable to those who are. close. Inflammation of the substance of. 
unacquainted with his investigations: to di<- i u , igH t ,fc,. s p] ; ,co continually during othe. 
tinguish diseases of the heart, which were disosses. without bsiiur obvious before dnath 
formerly, and are still too oft**n all, either to any hut the iiusnultaior and percuesor. 
expressed by the easy term disuse of the Without tlm aid of ihe ear, who can ever 
heart, without a specification of the purls distinguish emphysema of the lungs, or in 
affected in this complicated organ ; or as every case pncMiinuto-thorax f Both may 
often passed over entirely, while tbe case is j,„ rMl ^\ y mistaken for livdrcihonue/’ &c. 
mistaken for liydrothorax, or some pul* 

monary affection, and tj distinguish diseases Although these lectures cannot be con- 



EI.UOTSON ON DISEASES O? THE HEART. f _ 

■ sidered M fomisg 1 ^ caw*, .Mid Hi* Mromlar cnllWjjjiSfc^ 

the diaewee of tbe bt*a, ud we irtesded mSwBtxmnd, tun rtrf •bpWdMHH 
, more wpecirilT to ehowtlw frnpoitnace c yf* ,,! * fc ** 1 V’PP 0 * 11 * '” - 

-f rr'yrj*’'" ** -- - 

clawwly devoted to it, «nd contain mueli rigitTfor if tin opening from i 
valuable information on the morbid anatomy narrowed, tire healthy sound ascribed ft.*, ■ 
of this tiscuB, and on the other means of Laenneo to the ventricles isaltered; and IF../; 
distinguishing its affections, the employ- the opening front an auricle is narrowed, &• . 

mentof which Dr. Elliotson U not inclined sound ascribed by bun to 

, . ... . cle is altered. An argument, in favour t*T 

to d.,pen.e with, oven where tlie dugno.,. Iiriorit of the „” ric „i„ cminaio* 

might appear to be lirmly established by tbe )„„ |,ee,l deduced from tbe veins of the 
• Stethoscope alone, observing, neck, in some cases, regularly swelling, 

" The general symptoms may each, how- immediately before the pulse is felt. But 
'.ever, be highly useful, when viewed by the the obstruction in the auricles causing this 
side of the symptoms discovered by nuscul- swelling does not, 1 apprehend, occur dur¬ 
ation ; they may confirm the diagnosis, ing their contraction, for at that moment 
or, rather, they may unite with these, into there is a free space in the ventricles to 
a satisfactory theory of the. nature of the receive the auricular blood, and it is only a 
nature of the case. They should iiever he i part of the auricle that baa the power of 
neglected, because all the phenomena ofj contraction. The obstruction which pro- 
every disease deserve the attention of a good i duces the swelling must take place as the 
practitioner.*' J ventricle becomes filled, and the auricular 

U would .newer 1.0 good purpoee were ! Mood consequently uecumulotes, au<l there- 
. t „ ,, . , 11 • i f«re the swelling ot the veins must be ex- 

wo to follow the lecturer ... hi. deecnpuoDe I ^ |t J v€ntrklel will Je « iie „„ 

*. of disease, or the details of cases, in sop- j more, viz., immediately before they con- 
port of his statement, for these are scarcely j tract, or while they are contracting. There 
capable of condensation, and ought tt> he!is no wonder, therefore, that the arteries, 
read in connexion, to be fully appreciated. \ according to this account, beat first j then 
lit .boll, therefore, conclude uur review ! u aec0,,d £DU, .d of tlie heart .a heard, 1 pro- 

' ’ I uiiinn ft.P tmrifiilur sirtinil ■_ Smrt I rifM) r shrift 


• oijuii, iiKirriuri.-, tuiiuuut: our review, . ■ - _ . __ 

. ' . , , I some the auricular action ; and then a short 

w.ib some of lus observations on the natural j inl(?rVttl wcurg {, e fo rK the veins pulsate— 
and healthy action of the heart, in which {before the blood accumulates iu the auricles 
he defends Lae mice's theory from some oh- ; previously to their contraction. The jugu- 
jections which have been recently started, < l“ r veins are said, by some, always to be 
end especially against the opinions of l)r. j d ‘ l »"' d 1 uit » synchronously with the pulse 
( or. iga.,, which we had very lately occasion ‘ ddiverv of these lectures, 

to .ay beiore our readers. After describing j Laennec’s accuracy has been called in ques- 
ihe witur* and rhythm of the sounds of the ; tion by others, and the stroke r.f the heart’s 
heuu. according to th* 1 statements of theitipox, and the first sound of the heart, de- 
I rene: . l.vsiciau, r.d <fc ci.angoe which'« hw * •» 11 W> bef » re tllB PtK * ,,d “ 

me imli.c' ■ •• them U use..*, the lecturer i * >> 1 ' uduc '' d * U,e di !'“ ,i<ra a " d , 

; ol the ventricles ; and the second souud to 

* , ‘ K ’ 8 ou lo Sra ♦ : occur at tlie moment of the coutractiou of 


1 «.^,.. v * 8 correctness, iu ascribing the | the ventricles, and to arise from the flap- 
preheud « o sounds of the heart’s action ; ping of the parictcs of the emptied ventri- 
the ventricle, and the second to cles together. 

^ 1 has been called in question, tl 1 would reply in the first place, as 

ex*- erring that the first sound is the before, that when an obstruction exists at 
j ip . the auricular contraction, and the the mouth of the norta, or pulmonary urtery, 

. of the ventriculur; some that they a morbid sound occurs ut the moment Laen- 
. at the moment of the dilatation, not r.ec supposes the ventricles to contract, nml 
ue moment of the contraction of the when at either auriculn-ventticular open- 
\ities ; and some that. Laennec was right ing, at the moment he supposesthoauricles 
.1 regard to the ventricular sound, but that to contract. This could not happen had he 
the *econd sound cannot arise from the con- mistaken the periods of the ventricular and 
f traction of the auricle, us llarvey, llaller, the auricular contractions. Secondly, when 
5 , Senac, nil declare that the auricle may he the pulse ut the wrist follows the stroke of 
seen to contract immediately before the ven- the heart, it does so after, only Uvvery mi- 
tricular action ; and they consider, there- nuto interval—such as may be expmiued by 
fore, the souud which follows tho ventri- the distance of the radial artery tW>m tlie 
cular, to be produced by some unknown heart—and actually occurs decidedlyVc/wr 
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Wgimthar wired, that which is now de- 
he the ventricular. Moreover, 
the pulse at the wriftt is observed to 
stroke ot' the heart, the pulse at 
imominata (so much nearer tlie heart) 
he found to precede that nt the wrist, 
'Via^Mto occur all hut simultaneously with the 
■i3btan’a stroke, so that the relative distance, 
<>f the parts explains lire whole difference, 
and the pulsation of the arleries in nil cases 
dearly arises from the stroke of the heart. 
If ua artery is observed still nearer the, 
heart than the innominata, no interval be¬ 
tween its pulse and the stroke of the heart 
is perceptible. In four cases of aneurism of 
the ascending; aorta, producing a strongly- 
pulsating tumour to the light of the ster¬ 
num, this and the heart, when the fore¬ 
fingers were planed upon both, were felt, 
and by ail seen to pulsate quite synchro¬ 
nously. When the obstruction is at the 
mouth of the aorta or pulmonary artery, 
the preternatural sound l have always no¬ 
ticed synchronously with the pulse; when 
at an auriculo-vemricular opening, in the 
intervals of the pulse, after or before it. 
It sometimes, in the latter case, is so pro¬ 
longed as to last till the pulse is again felt, 
so that there is no interval, but merely an 
equal alternation of the ventricular aud the 
preternatural auricular sound; or even an 
interval occurs ufter the ventricular stroke, 
probably from the auricle not being disposed 
for contraction at the usual time, on ac¬ 
count of its contraction having been so 
lengthened by the difficult escape of its 
blood, that a longer repose is required than 
just during the ventricular contraction; here 
the auricular sound occurs first, then the 
ventricular, and then the interval. 

“ Thirdly, the sounds considered by Laen- 
nec to be auricular and ventricular are heard 
luudest both in health aud when morbid, at 
the seat of the auricles aud ventricles re¬ 
spectively.” 

The only fault we have to find with these 
lectures is, that they are published in the 
folio, mthcr than the more convenient quarto 
form, when the plates, which are very well 
engraved from beautiful and accurate draw¬ 
ings by Mr. Alcock, might have been equally 
Well contained in the latter. 


Practical Remarks on the Nature and j 
Efforts of the. Expressed Oil of the Cro- j 
tonTiplhim, with Cases illustrative of 
its efficacy in the cure of various Dis¬ 
eases. By Mien ail John Shout, M.D. 
Londq’i, Longman. lU:i(). pp.fi.'>. 

In thef'construction of this little treatise, 
Dr. Snort has shown considerable industty. 


and an intimate acquaintance with the older 
literature of medicine; the first division of 
his pages, is,in fact, a miniature osbinet of the 
several curiosities connected with the his¬ 
tory and applications of the croton tiglium, 
authenticated by the venerable names of 
Ruraphius, Rbecd, Jacob Bobart, Bergiua, 
Loureiro, and a host of similarly euphonoua 
appellations. The ponderous Latin of theae 
writers, l)r. Short has faithfully (we fear 
iujudicioualy) committed to his pages, and 
certainly to the few who can understand the 
monastic barbarisms these quotations pre¬ 
sent, he has afforded a curious aud enter¬ 
taining compilation. 

In the second division of his pamphlet, 
the author adduces a body of irresistible 
! modern evidence, in proof of the superiority 
of the geuuiue croton oil over other cathar¬ 
tics, in the treatment of the several dis¬ 
eases in which remedies of that description 
nre required. Oa this point, however, we 
are inclined to believe, that the minds of 
medical men are already sufficiently decided, 
such of them, at least, as have kept pace 
with the improvementa iu their profession, 
and whose studies have not terminated with 
the receipt of their license to kill, from the 
beadle of a College. There am still in ex¬ 
istence, it is true, some hundreds of medical 
“ old wives, 1 ’ who, under any circumstances, 
would as readily administer a drachm of 
arsenic, us a drop of Dr. Short’s purest cold 
drawn croton oil, and for the consternation 
of these. ladies, wo are forced to mention, 
that Dr. Short’s heretical innovation on the 
supremacy of Glauber and jalap, even ex¬ 
tends to the administration of the oil of 
croton in abdominal inflammations, 

“ If there be any inflammatory action,” lie 
says, “ going on in the iutestiiml canal, 
either from externa! causes, or from the 
presence of irritating matter within, the oil 
will be fiiund the most effectual application, 
as it will remove the cause or irritation 
sooner than any purgative with which 1 am 
acquainted, aud ut the same lime diminish 
inflammatory action more speedily, aud in 
my opinion more effectually, than even the 
abstraction of blood. As a proof of these 
assertions, I lmvc selected the following 
rase from many similar ones, which oc¬ 
curred Ut me in my practice iu Madras, dur¬ 
ing a period of four years; not because the 
effects of the exhibition of the ail were more 
obvious or satisfactory, but because, as the 
ordinary mode of treatment had been fre- 
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quently tppHed before to the Mfoe patient, 
rad under the tame emmmititieei, wear* 
tbu* enabled to institute a comparison, sod 
ibis cue is conRequontly more conclusive. 

“ Cose.—A lady of nervous temperament 
and bilious habit, aged about 35, came under 
zny cart, labouring under a severe attack of 
bilious cholera, a complaint of wbicli sbe 
had hod frequent and serious attacks. 1 
found the vomiting of black bilious matter 
and the purging excessive. Wishing to 
evacuate the contents of the bowels as Boon 
89 possible, I ordered one drop of the ol. 
tiglii, in jij of syrup, to be given every four 
hours, and told the lady to drink freely of 
barley-water. Three doses of the medicine 
completely cleared out the bowels, removed 
the spasmodic action, and appeared to have 
restored the healthy action of the liver, for, 
ou the next day no uilment existed, the ap¬ 
petite had returned, and on the evening she 
said she felt quite well. In nil her former 
uttaeks, she had been treated with large 
doses of opium, which produced great stupor 
without relieving spasm. Calomel, and the 
other usual remedies, hud also been applied, 
and it was generally upwards of a mouth 
before she had perfectly recovered.” 

To many, we believe,the “ inflammatory” 
character of this case may appear by no 
means a decided matter, mid we must admit 
that it is deficient iu what should be consi¬ 
dered the strongest contradictory symptom 
of the use of any acrid cathartic, namely, 
abdominal tenderness. Dr. Shore, however, 
advances other cases, which we have not 
space to quote, but iu which this symptom 
was strongly developed, and in which the 
cure seems To have been mainly effected by 
the liberal administration of the croton oil. 

The motherly members of our profession 
will further bo not a little amazed at Dr. 
Short's homicidal atiducity in prescribing 
this medicine iu sundry diseases of infancy 
and childhood ; yet so it is, and numerous 
are the records of its effects which the Doc¬ 
tor details. What will the tender pre¬ 
scribe™ of manna, ami of rhubarb and mag¬ 
nesia, and of peppermint-water, and cnstoi 
oil, suv to this atrocious mode of curing con¬ 
vulsions arid hydrocephalus ? Still we must 
make the confession, that wc have been ac¬ 
complices in such practices ourselves, that 
like Dr. Short wc have given the croton oil 
to children two yeais old, and in every in¬ 
stance hud reason to acknowledge its bene¬ 
ficial virtues. In truth, wc know no medi¬ 
cine so admirably adapted to the numerous 
disorders which arise at this early age from 


over distration of th* 
whether wt regard the quickma* 
tsinty of iu operation, or the estMi|«H 
cility with which, for obvious wndiCTpP 
administration osq be effected. 

But perbapi the mo«t remarkable duun**^ 
ter in Dr. Short’* publication is his »aot»." 
mendation of the croton oil at an txUrmd- 
irritating application. On this import*#! 
subject the author's words ere as follow*#* 
p. 63. 

•* It'will be perceived also that I have 
employed it In some cases externally as an 
irritating liniment; I am not aware that its 
application in this way liae been practised 
or noticed either in this country or India.* 

I am however decidedly af opinion, from 
the experience 1 have had of its efficacy aa 
a counter-irritant, that it is preferable to all 
those now in use; superior to the can- 
tbarides in the quickness and certainty of 
its operation, and in the permanency or its 
effects to the ointment of tartariaod anti¬ 
mony, for the same reasons, as well at for 
not producing that excessive pain and con¬ 
stitutional irritation which usually attend the 
application of the last preparation, and to 
the common sinapisms, because it strmol&tea 
the skin much sooner, diffuses more warmth, 
and can be better regulated ns to the extent 
of its effects. I have employed it in this 
way in cases of acute and chronic rheuma¬ 
tism, it gout, in tic -dolouroux, in glundular 
and other indolent swellings, and in all 
these cases with the most satisfactory re¬ 
sult." 

With these remarks and quotations we 
close our notice of Dr. Short’s treatise. On 
Dr. Short’s croton oil we are however ob¬ 
liged, injustice to that gentleman, to offer a 
passing comment. There is scarcely a drug 
the apothecary purchases, but before it 
readies the consumer is liable to bo sub¬ 
jected to the basest and most thwarting 
udulteiations; it is with pain we add, 
that in Great Britain there is not more 
than one establishment in twenty, free from 
this deadly and abominable traffic. Thus, 
in the instance of the croton oil, we have 
known it to be simply diluted with castor 
oil, or with sweet oil; to have bjcew imi¬ 
tated by eupborbium resin dissolved in 
castor oil, by the expressed oil of the Jato- 
pha Circus, and, strangest of all, by common 


* Dr. Short forgets that the external Application 
of the croton oil is exprrtsly nit Atoned in (he 
fllntcrin illeilictt nl lliintuhlaii u pus ol the treat¬ 
ment of rheumatism b> the native praVitlouers, 
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l allowed to become rancid, in order 
acrid flavour. To detect these 
Dr. Nimmo, of Glasgow, pro- 
j*A* *«t joat as fallacious as its certainty 
, JSoiwable : and ns no other has yet been 
ported out, the profession and the public 
*H*\*ft without any resource but the de¬ 
pendence they may place on the quarter 
%w*ence they obtain their supply. We 
are happy, therefore, to he enabled to re¬ 
commend the oil prepared by Dr. Short to 
the notice of our readers. Wo understand 
lie imports the seeds, and prepares the oil 
himself; and from our own knowledge we 
can declare it to be perfectly free from 
adulteration, and, consequently, entitled to 
the highest confidence. 


The Edinburgh. Medical and Surgical 
Journal. October, 1800. Edinburgh, 
Adam Black, pp. 441'. 

We hate just perused the present Number 
of this periodical, and, in justice to Dr. J. 
C. Gregory, we feel hound to admit that it 
has raised him considerably in our estima¬ 
tion, inasmuch as, inter alias, it contains 
two infinitely more stupid papers than his 
memorable attempt on the reputation of the 
stethoscope, which we alluded to on u re¬ 
cent occasion. We shall dispose of these, 
before we notice the very few articles 
which deserve our approbation. The first 
is an elaborate inquiry by Dr. John Davy, 
Physician to the Forces, corresponding mem¬ 
ber of a hundred societies, 6cc.—“ W hether 
the putrefaction of animal matter is attended 
with an elevation of temperature V* On this 
most important and disputed topic, Dr. 
Davy favours us with twenty-six pages of 
observations and experiments, and at length 
ends in a conclusion, in which it may he 
truly said, that “ nothing is concluded;” 
for after involving himself and his readers 
in innumerable perplexities, after submit¬ 
ting every fluid aud solid, whether simple 
or compound, in the animal body, to the 
operation' of ill-devised and apparently 
worse-executed experiments, he seems to 
find out, that heat may actually be gene¬ 
rated by animal putrefaction; an opinion 
which he propounds with os much philoso- 
pbioal naivete, as if the worthy author, or his 
readers, had/never seen or heard of, a hot¬ 
bed or a d/.nghill. The next of these very 


original communications, is a second-hand 
document of most ample dimensions, by 
Dr. Carswell, on the chemical perforation of 
the Btomaoli, and which has already appear* 
ed in French in the Journal Hebdomadairc ; 
it consists, in the first place, of a minute 
recapitulation of the various opinions held 
by all the authors who have ever written on 
j this occurrence, and in the next, of a few 
experiments on rabbits, repeated by the 
author himself, from which he draws the 
conclusion, that if one of these animals be 
killed suddenly while digesting food, the 
stomach and adjacent parts iu contact with 
the gastric juice, are also liable to be digest¬ 
ed ; aud, moreover, that their stomachs, 
when opened, emit a sour smell, and litmus 
paper becomes reddened when applied to 
J the corroded parts. To elucidate nnd en¬ 
force this single inference, the author spins 
us twenty-nine pages, apparently careless, 
or ignorant of the fact, that for the last 
seven years there lias not existed a medical 
jurist who was uot entirely aware of the. 
circumstances which he wastes so many 
words in narrating. 

The Number, however, is by no means 
destitute of interesting matter; at any rale 
it contains two papers worthy of attentive 
: perusal; one of them by Mr. Syme, of Ediu- 
j burgh, on the quarterly progress ofhis new 
surgical hospital, nnd a second by Dr. Wil¬ 
liam Stokes nnd Mr. Ifarl of Dublin, corro- 
; borative of Dr. Corrigan’s new opinions on 
the motions of the heart; besides these, 
'there is a memoir by Dr. Shorn, on the 
; treatment of amaurosis by strychuiue, 
which, though deprived iu a great measure 
of the reputation of novelty by a scandalous 
! forcstolment, to which we shall ngaiu advert, 

| still contains information of no ordinary 
practical value. Such are the leaders in the 
original department, and these, by u skilful 
editorial niunmuvre, are disposed iu the front 
and rear of the publication, tho main body 
being filled up with all sorts and sizes of rnn- 
: (trials. Thus Art. 6 is pompously styled, 

. ” Contributions to Pathology and Practice 
of Physic,” by Drs. Henderson, Messrs. 
Graham, Lawrence, llauken, and Bodkin, 
separate cases from Chelsea, and Wick, 
Ayrshire, and Tuum, and, luckily for the 
editor, sent just in the nick of time to fill up 
space, and save the necessity of making ano¬ 
ther extract from the Jour, Hebdomadairc, 


/ 



MR. SYME'S REPORT. 

We •hall now proceed to the confident- mentioned the cole of thio 
don of the three papers referred to in the the honpixel lest summer oue yjfrg^Upp I 
preceding rente*.. OF Mr. Byrne'. qu.r- ellHin-jou». irhioh 

r . • . i .1 / . most formldsbie eppearence of UBjnH^El 

lerly report, we ague feel celled on to .peek hM# raetwilhi V ut which,ne 7 <S§M 

in term* of the warmest approbation. We was completely cored by the op«rst(l|@H 
quote, beneath, Mr. Syme’s brief alatement excision. She returned home, and r em i fi *f 
of the sources whence the expenditure of perfectly well, using the arm for all ord inary 
the establishment was supplied, and to this purposes uutil Decern er aat, ? 

,, . • i f exerliuK heraelf too much, her wriftaw|«« 

we would request the .pecial etteot.ou of ond ^ p>inful . Tartar-emetic «S- 
our readers. Let them contrast this record ment wa8 app ii e d, nnd afterwards blister* 5 
of benevolence with the sordid and selfish but an abscess soon formed, which opened* 
gripings of many of our hospital surgeons, and harf coutinued to discharge ever siace, 
who, possessed of treble the income of Mr. ^ probe introduced into the sinus, which is 
P situated over the lower end ot the radius, 

Syme, refuse even a sufficient portion oi g carioug cavity of the bone . 

their time to the necessities of tbeir pa- an(1 caa be pusbe( l downwards into the 
tients ; again let them place the manner in wrist-joint. 

which Mr. Syme courts the scrutiny of the “ As ampuLation appeared tlie only re¬ 
public on bis treatment of diseases, in juxta- ®ource, it was performed on the 24th of 

position with the mvttery with which I,i. *>«« * l * k { ** ™'t°r 

1 , J . double flap. Hie recovered most iavour- 

brethren would eeil liter proceeding., and „ b| „ d j 1 , „ ow Kel |. 

then let them deny, if they can, that there is « q*j, e elbow being dissected, afforded a 
a necessity for reform in the administration specimen of the union which is established 
of our hospital affairs. We feel great plea- between the bones in such cases. When 
sore in noticing the just compliment p.id the integument, nnd muscle.were d»ee««l 

to Mr. Syme lty the Edinburgh College of Miy^ttU dX“eM "that of n natural 
Surgeons, which is modestly alluded to in owill g t( , a g rcu t muss of fibrous liga- 

tlie following extract;— inentous-looking substance which connected 

.. T . . , . the bonus together. This connecting me- 

In commencing tine report, I hove M h - slMse aB ittvh in length, 

greet plritsure in eteting that the College und |H . rt - ecU y flexible, did not constitute any 
„t Burgeons of Edinburgh now recognise. “1 > l0 ordinar , articulation, 

not only the cl mic.1 lectures, but oho the „ lld ^ orerr ". m K et ) t | 1 , structure tlm! usually 
attendance on t.e.Surg.cnl llo.p.tol, ^“‘“[.the false joints that result fro,it 
qualtacetlon. for heir diplomu. ! fradure of the bones. Sly friend and pupil, 

•• mey lake tine opportunity of exp urn- « , „ el , m;ldt „ Ltd. of thi pre- 

me the sources from which were derived the 1 wllicll „ ivM „ eery good idee of 

m<l. that «p|«redj.i last report. » puid by ; w ^ nd u-hit-i,! 'tlietefot., 1 

OH- to the support ol the mst.tnti-m. ^ , ub , cngract .,t t0 i: i uslrali . lhii 

Fees < i students attending my clinical £ ! description. 

lectures.. • • • • 400 • • < unfortuuute occurrence of disease 

Hoard of two fi for six J in the wrist after that of the elbow had been 

months, and •lit'" l>»i twelve •removed, certainly affords no objection to 

uioQihs . 200 i |j U n operation of excision. In one of these 

Surplus of expenditure requited from .reports I mentioned the ease of an old woman 

myself ... 200 ( whose hand 1 removed on account of caries 

- 1 of the wrist, and who afterwards required 

jam nutation of th« arm for disease of the 
*' Since last report, b4» cases of surgical |(dbow-joint. No one, 1 suppose, would 
disease have been presented for relief. Of, consider lb at cusp any objection tp the ope- 
lliese 112 have been admitted into the j ration of amputation!—In the. last number 
house.” nl' this journal, Dr. Chrislison has' stated 

, , , . ,. . . that, from what I have seen of excision of 

Neatly the entire of this report ts occu- tb§ kn , e . joi „ r> j am not inclined to practise 
pied by various diseases of the joints ; we or recomineiid it any moie than M. Koux, 
select some interesting notices relative to who also thought it right to satisfy himself 
Mr. Syme’s Teoent practice in the excision “« to the advantages of the operation in re- 
e .i » . gat’d to this joint by actual trial. But m 

of the elbow-joint lh „ di!C0M , „f the shoulder anil elbow- 

“ Elizabeth Johnston, setat. 10, from joints requiring removal there caVuot be a 
Falkirk. In the first of these reports 1 doubt that the introduction of excision in- 





»ti<m li a very pwt to prove 
of the patienti on whom I 
'fcM oow use their arms for oil tlio 
_jr end with the same facility, as 
ttv It has seemed surprising:, that in 
«rse of eighteen months I should 
ffcal Occosinu to'perform the excisiou 
j6B elbow-joints. To account lor this, it 
The sufficient to recapitulate the places 
which the patients come. 

Edinburgh, 3; Aberdeen,1; Lanark, 
ij Falkirk, 1 ; Auchtermuchty, 1; Ar¬ 
broath , i; Cupar, 1; Perth, 1.—Total, 
30. 

** Janet Burns, eetat. 26. from Lannrk, 
was admitted on the 23d of June, on account 
of a flat fluctuating tumour, about the size 
of the palm of the hand, on the inner side 
of her right knee between the patella and 
condyle of the femur. It had existed for 
several years, and was increasing. It gave 
her no particular uneasiness, except appre¬ 
hension as to its consequences. 

*• This patient was one of the first cases 
in which I cut out the elbow-joiut, and was 
a very unpromising one, as may be seen 
from the account I have given of it in the 
first of these He ports. The cure is never¬ 
theless so complete, that she can use the 
arm (the right one) for sewing or knitting 
the whole daylong, and when she was ad¬ 
justing her dress, or arranging the applica¬ 
tions to her knee, it was difficult for a 
stranger to decide which arm had been the 
subject of operation. I have repeatedly 
seen mistakes committed in doing so. 

” I may here remark, that a girl who 
came from Auchtermuchty, to have a small 
encysted tumour removed from her cheek, 
stated that, her brother, James Page, who 
had his elbow-joint removed Inst spring, 
(see Quarterly Report for February 1830), 
now uses both arms equally; thus, lor going 
to the well for water he carries a pitcher in 
each hand, and that when lie requires only 
one hand, he uses the arm operated upon, as 
it is the right one.” 

Dr. Shorti's paper on the treatment of 
amaurosis by strychnine, is an interesting 
practical detail of the results of this peculiar 
treatment, of which he, it appears, was the 
first to make trial. As we before, noticed, 
the effect of his memoir has boon not a little 
diminished by the greater part of its sub¬ 
stance having already appeared in print 
(the meanness of the act will sufficiently 


STRYCHNIN® IN ABCMJROSIS. 

lorried to the pww, w!llout tie eeiictien or 
knowledge of their deviser. Such contempt¬ 
ible interference is, it is true, almost be¬ 
neath reprobation, but it is really too bad, 
that the merits of a skilful and scientific 
man are to be filched from him by such a 
medical puppet as figures on this occasion. 
Of these cases Dr. Shortl now furnishes us 
with an ample and satisfactory detail. He 
assorts his belief, that the* En dermic me¬ 
thod of treating amaurosis by strychnine is 
only efficacious when the disease depends 
on functional paralysis of the nervous appa¬ 
ratus of vision, but that in this form it is 
a method of unquestionable power. The 
success of the treatment is rendered not the 
less valuable, that in all his cases the appli¬ 
cation of the strychnine gave rise to no 
serious constitutional disturbance, ns might 
have been apprehended in consequence of 
the terribly virulent effect that poison is 
capable of exerting under appropriate cir¬ 
cumstances. It will, besides, be noticed, 
in the case we select for the illustration of 
Dr. Shortt's practice, that blisters bad al¬ 
ready been applied without effect, so that 
the cure cannot be referred, os some have 
imagined, to the counter-irritation which 
they by themselves would have produced. 


“ Case IX.—Janet Barclay, aitat. 28, ad¬ 
mitted June 13th, 1830. Two years ago 
symptoms of incipient amaurosis commenced 
in her right eye. These continued gradu¬ 
ally increasing till a lew months ago, since 
which time the amaurosis has been almost 
perfect, a small portion only of the retina 
re taming its sensibility, so that at the. dis¬ 
tance of six inches from the eye, the sphere 
of vision does not exceed u circle of half an 
inch in diameter, und in that small space 
sight is very imperfect, from a coustnnt ap¬ 
peal ance of mu&cie vtilituiiie*, 

“ The left eye became similarly affected, 
hut in a much less degree, three months 
ago. In it the visitsretivuldtus is now very 
perfect, rendering her unable to see objects 
distinctly at n very short distauce, or to read 
the largest priut. 

“ The pupils are moderately dilated, and 
slightly sensible to light. The posterior 
part of both eyes seems somewhat opaque. 
The amaurosis, ut its commencement in the 


demonstrate where) through the low and! right eye, was accompuniod with deep- 
ipipertinent officiotism-Bs of nn empty un-! pain in the eyeball, which, after a 

: short time, disnppeaicd, hut recurred when 


derstrapper connected with the Royal In- 

finrfory. Scarcely had Dr. Shortt act 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ „„ 

train of e/perimerits in motion, before, with. j ar . other functions natural. Blisters have 
their op icipated conclusions, they were j been applied to her temples and nape of 


. . | the left eye became affected, and has con- 
,ls ; tinned more or less since. Bowels irregu- 




DR. CORRIGAN 

npek f without effecting sny Improvement in 
the vie ion. 

" The application of extract of belladonna 
to the eyebrow* produced its usual effects. 
The system was affected slightly by mer* 
cuty, and purgatives administered without 
any beneficial effect. Blisters were then 
applied to her temples, and one grain of 
strychnine sprinkled on their surfaces. This 
application waH continued til) it occasioned 
considerable vertigo, hcarinch, tremours. See. 
Vision rapidly improved under the above 
treatment, which was at different times re¬ 
peated with the suiue success, so that on 
duly Stith, the sphere of vision in the right 
eye was restored to almost its natural size, 
and the appearance of musete vol it antes re¬ 
moved. The vims reticulaius in the left 
eye hud likewise almost completely dis¬ 
appeared. Had no pain in the eyeballs, or 
headsch, and she was dismissed cured.” 

Rot withstanding the apparent safety of 
this applicotion, we still think that Dr. 
Sbnrtt has underrated its dangers. There! 
are many poisons, it is well known, which 
act with much more deadly energy when 
applied to a bleeding surface, than when 
takeu into the stomach or great intestines. 
This has been especially noticed with re¬ 
gard to wounds of instruments poisoned by 
the juices of the Upas anliar, and other 
plants closely allied to the Strychnos nux 
vomica, from which the strychnine is ob¬ 
tained ; even in Dr. Shortt’a cases some 
npproncli to their peculiar effects was ob¬ 
served, though never, as we before observed, 
amounting to serious or alarming indica¬ 
tions. On this point we do not think Dr. 
Short! has sufficiently dwelt, and we there¬ 
fore think it necessary to advise such prac¬ 
titioners as would imitate his treatment, to 
be especially cautious never to apply the 
strychnine hut to a suppurating surface, and 
to disturb the granulations us little as pos¬ 
sible while renewing their dressings. 

In conclusion, we have to notice another 
coincident corroboration of Dr. Corrigan's 
opinions, namely, the brief memoir of Dr. 
William Stokes and Mr. Hart on this subject. 
It apfwarB that about the. same lime that 
Dr. Corrigan remarked the non-synchronism 
of pulse and impulse, that Dr. Win. Stokes 
made the same observation, and, assisted by- 
Mr. llart, submitted the matter to experi¬ 
mental investigation. 'I'lie result of this 
inquiry was, that, without any knowledge of 
Dr. Corrigan’s opinions, they sent their con¬ 
clusions to the “ blue journal” for publication. 


ON THE PULSE* 

... 

which conclusions we subjofa, 1 
were just in time tC be committed I 
Just as the whole impression 
off, Dr. Corrigan's paper w«d 
Messrs. Stokes and Iiart immediatelyy 
to the editors, requesting the suppi 
of their article; but thia being, unde* i 
circumstances, utterly impossible, th« *py> 
moir now stands an almost irresistiWe ppfe 
of the truth of Dr. Corrigon’s views on tjtM 
iin portent subject. We present our reader! 
with the conclusions of these gentlemen it 
their own werds 

“ 1st. That in a state of health the h»< 
pulse of tbe heart precedes that of the arte¬ 
ries. 

“ 2d. That the interval between tbe im¬ 
pulse of the heart and the pulse in tbe arte¬ 
ries is in the direct ratio of the distance o! 
the vessels from the centre of the circula¬ 
tion. Thus the interval between the im¬ 
pulse of the heart and that of the arteria in- 
nominate is often so slight as to be scarcely 
perceptible; the pulse of the carotid pre¬ 
sents a longer interval, and so on with the 
rest. 

“ 3d. Tbe pulsations of arteries in differ¬ 
ent parts of the body, but at equal distances 
from the heart, are synchronous. Thus 
between tbe pulsations of the femoral aud 
the radial artery, as felt at the wrist, no 
difference could he observed. 

“ 4tb. The greater the distance the longer 
will be the interval; thus the pulsations of 
the radial artery always precede those of 
the tibia!. 

“ bth. That, although the actual pulsa¬ 
tions depend on the systole of the left ven¬ 
tricle, yet the diastole of the vessels does 
not occur synchronously in all parts of the 
body, but is progressive. 

“ All these observations are most easily 
made on a healthy adult subject, whose 
heart is ucting slowly, but at the same time 
strongly.” 

We congratulate Dr. Corrigan sincerely 
on the corroboration thus afforded to hi* 
talented, origin id, and deeply-interesting 
opinions. Dr. W. Stokes is hoown to be 
the most accomplished stethoaenpist in 
Britain, and Mr. Hart’s reputation ns an 
anatomist and experimentalist, is also en¬ 
tirely unrivalled. To us further confirma¬ 
tion appears totally superfluous, and we 
shall accordingly, in a subsequent number, 
devote a sufficient portion of our pages to 
the consideration of ihe’new diagnostic and 
pathological (lata which l)r. CoiVigsn’s re¬ 
searches have thus supplied. V 




LEPRA VULGARIS,—ERYSIPELAS. 
iOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


XEFRA VVLOAR1S. 

III A moot o, wtnt. 21, admitted 
under .Mr. V r incent, 2Mh of 
, 18.50. . 

..._J »c*lp, nunlr, iind extremities, ore 
tJiMdr covered with n scaly eruption, vary¬ 
ing in intensity in *iiH*- rent situations on the 
thorax, loins, unci flexures of the greut 
joints; it forms one general uninterrupted 
voiding of a deep-re d colour, and sprinklod 
with small whitish scales ; the skiu is, stiff 
und wrinkled, ami from its dryness, causes 
considerable uneasiness on the motion of 
the respiratory muscles. On the thigh and 
arms the spots are more distinct, strictly 


lived rather freely, bat baa generally had 
good health. Baring the wet weather, some 
weeks back, he got his feet very wet, but 
felt no inconvenience until about seven 
dnys ago, when Lis throat became sore, 
which occasioned difficulty in swallowing. 
On Sunday evening (March 29th) lie ob¬ 
served his'throat much swelled externally, 
just under the base of the lower jaw at the 
right side ; the next morning he fell exceed¬ 
ingly unwell, ami he was obliged to keep 
lushed ; in the afternoon he found his right 
ear red and swollen, mid Buffered a burning 
pain in the port; the redness gradually 
spread over the right side of the luce and 
some part of the neck. 

On his admission, the right side of the 
face ami nose were uniformly of n dingy- 


circular, varving iu size from a quarter of ” ““ 

an inch to an inch in di.ntc.or; i» noma! »!>«“> 

places the spot, arc entirely covered will,' ‘ ,alf "” r d °7 "«* i ' T 

scales', iu others in which partial dciquamu- ) ^ ered *“ * » *'?*{ '* 

lion lias taken place, the margins alone are ‘ ““ cb ‘ w , elW ; rspccia lv ltcu, ail, t ie 
scale, .ml the centres of a dc^-red colour. ba,t ofth ' r !S hl « de « ! lu f fr 
lie states that tl,e tliaetse is of sixteen i'“f. w “ »' eoatpla.ns of dtlfi- 

vtW (Inration, and appeared at first in the 1 n ‘">’ of swalloertng, bat has no beadarb, 
■form of minute scales of the scalp, and ! » r al1 ? other mark ot increased action m the 
spots over the trunk and extremities ; since j ; '‘ u,fa ” e o( U,e b<M, . v he “" ! ' , '■ ,l'“ Isp 
then the eruption has progressive!,- in . H ». »ft onil oppressed; tongue much fur- 
cretsed, and though occasionally rathto less I " d; * had been freely opened by 

in nnautltv, baa never f„r any period been |J* "I 1 ' wh,r1 ' ,ie ‘ook of h.s own aceord. 
entirely ailsont. He has been before », 1 -! 11,0 vras , k . v Mr - <>'» 

mission, subjected to various plans of treat- | ““'""‘f' “<*«*“ !»•» 1 “"“- 

meat without relief, .specially to a course I s J' ”* H v - 'P**? 3 J- immediately, and 
oftlie liquor arsenicali. about twelve months, | »»terwo r ds calomel gr. x, to act freely on 
since which be thinks the disease has been I.'>'>« >•'». “»d to follow it with » mtxtttre 
rather o«gravated. ! °J |K I- acetatts. Or. Hoe saw him 

His previous health lias heen good, and his l and the man was taken in umler 

- ‘the physicians care. Ur. Itoe ordered 

iaiui , , hirudines no. xii, fuucihu* extends, wurin- 
^kinumu- jfomentations, and bydr. suhmiir. gr. v, 


functions are gem-rally well performed, butj, P. 
Lis bowels nre habitually costive ; his tongue : , I ™ ( 
on admission was ioul hut moist 


; and he slates that sweating is readily 
induced by exercise or warmth. II is graud- 
fiiiher, father, and hrollir-rs, hove all been 
affected in the same way. There is no evi¬ 
dence of any syphilitic contnxniiiutiun. 

Since admission he has been treated with 
mercurials and the warn-Lath, hut as yet no 
improvement has taken place ; on the con- 
Irurythe eruption appears, Sept. :50, rather 


water und milk diet. 


piilv. jalap gr. x. 1 i«* was not put into the 
bath on account of the depression which he 
manifested. 

10 p.M. The redness of the face loss ; 
swelling somewhat reducod, but the inflam¬ 
mation had extended further on the neck to 
the left side; pulse weaker than it was m 
the morning. 

April 1. He is this morning very low; 
increased, and no additional desquamation! 1 “ l, » !lUl I feeble; vomits frequently, 

has taken place • BB “ answers questmus in u low tone of 

October ti. Some tenderness uf the gum. ; * ataca ‘ Tile tedacss, which t, of a paler 
no change of symptoms. ; '' 0 "; ! l,e “ r . ^ "hole of ’ho 

r _ '• •' * j right side of the face and neck, extending 

“ Hnbt.pd. h./dr., gr. v, mane et vespere ; to the left side, and also to the breast; the 
(xescendatun balneum tep.” io Lave soda • surface is not vesicated, lie passed a very 
’restless night, talked incoherently, and was 
' | urged by ihe powder. Ordered, by Mr. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


FATAL CABF- OF F.nyslPF.LAS IN A IxFlSlM- 


Francii 

March 


KABXm vr r.«» airr.i.A» in a 

/ lATF.ii soiuicr. 
wcijf Waiiben, astat. 27, mlmi 1 
‘6Y, lVM), a gentltniau'a valet. 


admitted 
has 


Ldwurda, a tahleapoonful of brandy 'occa¬ 
sionally, and to take the following 
Con/, aromat. ^ii; 

Sp. amm. aromat. “,iv ; 

Decoct, cinchon. Ji, Ji 4lis Loris. 
l’Le intiamed surface to be powdered with 
Hour, 




FATAL ERYSIPELAS. f 


10r.it. Pulse t40j eiceeiiveljr fceMsj 
has greit difficulty of swallowing ; the neck 
more swollen. 

App. emp. h/tta calio . 

Continue the broudy, 

April t. Has passed a bad night; he took 
his brandy regularly during the night, which 
he says composed him for a time; the parts 
are not so much swelled, nor so red ; com¬ 
plains of great soreness of his throat and 
inability to swallow; voice scarcely audible; 
there is a great discharge of muco-purulent 
matter from the eyes and nose; pupils di¬ 
luted; tongue dry, chopped, and brown 
pulse 1*26 ; has more fever; vomiting some¬ 
what subsided; bowels not opened since 
yesterday morning. 

Cap. hydr. submur. gr. v ; 

Puiv. rhei, gr. xv, statim. 

Four p.m. The powder opened the bowels 
freely ; surface, of the body much heated ; 
pulse has risen; it is now firm and fuller, 
beuting about 100 in a minute; complains 
of not being able to swallow, from the 
great collection of mucus iu the throat; 
external inflammation diminished. Omit 
the brandy. Continue medicaments. 

Gargurisma ex lit /. potass, tuj. ammon. 
fii“,ii. Jtjtiu [l>i. 

10 i*.m. Not ao well; pulse 120, and 
very feeble; surface cool; countenance anx¬ 
ious, and he talks incoherently. 

April ;J, JO a.vt. 'The. nurse states lie was 
very restless all night, was affected with 
delirium, and she could not get him to take 
his medicine. The external iinltuntiintion 
has quite disappeared without vesication: 
internal fauces more affected ; is delirious 
at times; the. patient 13 more debilitated; 
pulse 13<>, very feeble ; bowels not open 
since yesterday evening. 

Appl. cmp. lylUr nuch. Hi/dr. submur., 
gr.x, sfaltm. 

Apply fomentation to the face, in order 
to resvire the superficial inflammation. 

Two a.m. Ordered by the physician to 
discontinue all the remedies hitherto exhi¬ 
bited, and to be immersed immediately in u 
warm hath, and to take the following: 

Decoct. aloes, Jss, 0 . h, donee, alvus 
respond. 

Ammon, carbon, ; 

Aq. month, pip., *vi, M. ft. haust. 

Cujus cup. Jss ,-Uishoris. 

Enema coMtnun. injic. stat. 

'The warm hath was not used, and Dr. 
lloe ordered it to be postponed until seven 
p.m. At that time the patient was in a 
state of grout depression ; pulse frequent and 
weak ; surfuce of the body cold, especially 
at the extremities. When the ammonia 
draught was adimnisteied, the patient was 
almost tiirowu iuto convulsions, by the suf¬ 
fering which the attempt at swallowing so 


.strong a stimulant excited'; 
deglutition, however, was \ 

much.impaired, that he vu incapaWpIr?? 
swallowing, without great difficulty, < 

the atomic draught. The ammonia mixhtfifc 
waa now diluted, and t|«e patient succeeded - 
in swallowing a little, but this produced’!® .^ 
much disturbance that it could not 
peated. 

As the patient's vital force was rapidly 
ebbing, it became necessary to apply sti¬ 
muli of gome sort, and the apothecary ac¬ 
cordingly had brandy administered in arrow- 
root, and fomentations assiduously applied 
to ihe part; the patient's difficulty of deglu¬ 
tition, however, prevented any great quan¬ 
tity of brandy being given. A great quan¬ 
tity of black fetid matter waa ejected from 
the bowels. 

Nine. p.m. Dr. Roe visited the patient; 
the brandy to he continued, as well as the 
fomentation. 

Ten p.m. The superficial inflammation 
appearing to decrease, the surface was cover¬ 
ed with mustard plaster, which remained 
ou for some time. Fomentations were after¬ 
wards resumed, and the patient was well 
covered, up with blankets, and an injection 
of brandy, laudanum, and tinct. nssafoetid. 
with gruel, was thrown up the rectum, but 
not retained. 

The patient was persuaded to take ^iss of 
tin* liq. op. sedativ. ou lump-sugar, ami it is 
supposed the greater part of it found its wav 
into the stomach ; the surface, however, was 
still cold, mid the pali.-nt offered the moAt 
violent resistance to every attempt at giving 
stimulants, iu consequence of the pain the 
act of swallowing excited. These applica¬ 
tions wete continued from ten till two o'clock 
a.m. At this time. Mr. E. introduced, with 
some difficulty, h gum-elastic tube into the 
oesophagus, uud injected by this means *yj 
of brandy, mixed with hut water, qualified 
with sugar and apices. The temperature 
of the patient at this time was a little aug¬ 
mented, but the pulse unimproved, in con¬ 
sequence of the restlessness of the patient, 
a difficulty was experienced in making the 
fomentation efficient, and about twelve 
o'clock a large poultice was applied over the 
whole inflamed surfuce ol the head mid face. 

Two o’clock a.m. The patient evinced a 
disposition to rest, which was attributed to 
the effect of the opium, and he was con¬ 
sequently left, with appropriate directions, 
to the care of the muse. Ho afterwards 
continued >11 a quiet slute, and no change 
was evident to the nurse until near sewn 
in the uitiruiug, when lie expired without a 
struggle. 

T in- patient hud formerly suffered a good 
ileal from syphilis, both in its pri nary and 
wcoudary stages, nud had been in toe habit, 
up to the moment of his admission iuto the 



GON0RRR®AL OPHTHALMIA. 


dfcttjr quantities of opiso. 
fUrt" mortem examination exhibited o 
‘ -dianaed state of the larynx, espe- 

_ jlili upper parts, the natural charae- 

IMi of the . glottis, epiglottis, and chord* 
VimkUi being nearly obliterated. A high 
Staleof inflammation existed in the pharynx 
tfid internal fauces. 


ROYAL. WESTERN OPHTHALMIC 
HOSPITAL, 

conomukeal ophthalmia. 

James Hale, wist. 21, living at No. 2, 
Kendal's Mews, George Street, I’ortman 
Square, was ndmitted Thursday, April 1st, 
Lavinggonorrhoeal ophthalmia. Contracted 
gouorrhoia three weeks since, and has Buf¬ 
fered from ardor urinse and discharge from 
the urethra for about fourteen days. Has 
taken balsam of copaiba, and lost tlie run¬ 
ning and other symptoms on Friday Inst. 
On the Saturday, and tbe early part of Sun¬ 
day, he considered himself quite well, but 
towards the evening he Buffered from alight j 


April s. The ointment esMftd wwMw* 
able pain is the heed end eys* wbieh wu, 
however, entirely removed by the cupping. 
Passed a good night; suffer* no pain now 
in the head, and but little fat the eyej; 
Bowels well acted on by the medicine; 
tumefaction of the lids great!/ reduced; 
ehemosis less, cornea dear, pupil regular ; 
discharge continues, end is of a thicker 
character; on the whole, great improve¬ 
ment. The application of tbe ointment waa 
repeated in moderate quantity at twelve 
o’clock. 

5. Wns very easy last night, and free 
from pain ; can open the eyelids himself, 
and see a little with tbe eye ; the ehemosis 
is less, hut tbe cornea not so transparent as 
it ought to be, and the iris is slightly affect¬ 
ed ; bus no pain in the brow ; discharge still 
great. The ointment repeated ; to be well 
purged, and cupped to twelve ounces in the 
evening. 

4. Slept well, and bad not any pain in the 
night; discharge less; can open the eye 
better, the upper lid being much less swell¬ 
ed ; less ehemosis ; cornea shows signs of 
commencing ulceration in the centre. Says 


irritation at die inner corner of the right 
eye, but wns entirely free from pain till the j that he feels greatly better in every way. 
Monday evening; he then complained of; Ointment applied, and twelve ouuces of 
a burning pain in the eye, suffered some in- j blood taken from the temple, 
convenience from light, and perceived the *'—' - 


upper lid to be swollen. This continued to 
increase during the night, and on tlie fol¬ 
lowing morning was attended with a copious 
clear discharge. During tbe clay the pain 
and swelling increased, and towards erening 
the discharge became tiiicker. He passed a 
bad night, suffering from great pain ; was 
gradually becoming worse on tlie Wednes¬ 
day, and presented himself this morning for 
lelief. There is considerable swelling of 
both lids, especially the upper one; great 
inflammation of the conjunctiva and che- 
mosis, so that the cornea appears quite de¬ 
pressed, but it iH perfectly clear, and the pu¬ 
pil is regular. Complains of increase of pain 
in the eyelids and eye towards evening, or 
on exposure to light; sight of this eye very- 
dim. He has had gonorrheas before, with¬ 
out any affection of the eye; is not aware of 
having transferred any of tbe morbid matter 
from the urethra to the eye. Had three 
leeches applied last night, hut without any 
relief. His pulse is regular, longue slightly 
furred, bowels confined. 

A hirge quantity of the fresh-made, or 
strongest, nitrate of silver ointment was 
applied to the eye by Mr. Guthrie, and the 
lids then gently rubbed, so that it might be 
diffused equally over the conjunctiva. He 
was than cupped on the temple to twenty 
ounces, turd ordered to foment the eye con¬ 
stantly. 

dr. tubm., gr. ▼. !i. a. 

Pulv. jalap., c. 31 . mane. 


Huust. aper . 

5. Better in every respect. The oint¬ 
ment and purgative medicines repealed. 

6 . Has passed A good night; less pain and 
uneasiness; can now open the aye easily ; 
ulceration has ceased to spread ; ehemosis 
whiter and diminished ; cornea more trans¬ 
parent ; discharge very much diminished ; 
pupil dilated ; iris a little discoloured. 

Rep. unguentum ; 

Capiat hijilr. submur., gr.ij. sex t is harif, 

Ung. hifth ar., 3 . 1 s, Min, fronti 0 . n. 

7. Feels better, and is so in every re¬ 
spect; the ulcer is fiat and broad, but not 
deep, and is slightly opaque. To continue 
all the medicines. 

8 . Ulcer presents tbe same appearance, 
with the exception of slight increase of 
opacity ; bowels open ; mouth unaffected ; 
complains of slight superficial pain. 

Rep. wed. et ung. 

9. Hus had ugood night: is entirely free 
from pain, and the discharge has ceased. 
Pupil natural; iris discoloured, and acts 
sluggishly; ulcer appears rather deeper, and 
there is abtne increase of redness at the 
lower part of the conjunctiva; mouth rather 
sore; slight salivation. 

f hnitl. pit. 

Rep. uug. arg. hitr. 

10. Slept well last night, and is quite free 
from pain ; pupil rather dilated ; iris natu¬ 
ral ; ulcer has not spread; the inflamma¬ 
tion of the conjunctiva and cheniois touch 
the same as yesterday. Says that his eye 



f«l« ewer Uwiay tan sum Ms adttaiimi. 
Mouth still sore. 

C. c, atf Jxij. 

Pulv. jalap, c. 31 , J<4&» <ubu», 

O/wHe fliw. 

It. Slight discharge of cold water from 
the eye, but no purulent matter; ulcer in 
the cornea is In the same ntate. 

ling, arg. nitr. 

12 . Empl. canth. nucha, 

13. No pain ; sight very little impaired. 

Lotto aluminis. 

14. Improving. 

Vng. arg. nitr. 

Pulv. jalap., c. 51 . 

15. Free from pain; no discharge ; in¬ 
flammation of the conjunctiva disappearing ; 
ulcer healing. 

Gutt. arg. nitr., gr. iv ad ji. 

It).' Vng. arg, nitr. 

2?. The uitrate-of-silver ointment has 
been repeated regularly every other day 
since the last date, and he is now well 
enough to return to his occupations. The 
slightest possible opacity only remains where 
the ulcer of the cornea was, and that does 
not in the least interfere with his sight,—- 
Mrd. and Phys. Jour. 



*** 

taps* -Ifc sp«#tW ih 

was performed *t|K.grts*vvi 
adroitness \ very little mor*th«f;*£ 
was occupied from the first iacuta, 
urchin made a very great outcry at taWU, 
raencemeot of this terrible operation, Wi ll: 
a few seconds recovered suffiaumtly 
the agony into which the process mid; 

thrown him, to exclaim, “ b-- your sy^fj 

make haste/* $<■'' 

Air. B. Cooper, on the same morning, 
performed the operation for popliteal aneu¬ 
rism on a man aiat. circiter 35, in a cool 
and careful manner. The pulsation in the 
tumonr ceased immediately on the applica¬ 
tion of the ligature. 

it is impossible to regard the crowded 
state of the floor of die theatre during ope¬ 
rations, without regret. With bo many gen¬ 
tlemen at the elbow of die surgeon, the pu¬ 
pils have not the least chance of seeing the 
various steps of the different operations. 

Air. Morgan has this season adopted the 
plan of placing the name of the disease 
above the bed of each of hia patients. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHAR1TE. 


BOROUGH SCHOOLS. 

The whole machinery of lecturing, demon¬ 
strating, and *' walking round,” is in motion 
in the Borough. For whose advantage die 
wheels will chiefly work, whether mostly 
for Uiut of the teachers, the pupils, or die 
patients, the end of the session will best 
show. 

The introductory lectures were well at¬ 
tended by the new pupils, who are gradu¬ 
ally settling themselves according to their 
tastes. Mr. Grainger has a good class, and 
has engaged n new demonstrator, who was j 
much wanted last season, and who appears 
to possess the Uleut and industry necessary 
for the office. Dr. Gordon Smith read an 
introductory lecture on medical jurispru¬ 
dence on Alonday evening, which was 
listened to with groat attention. 

On Tuesday Mr. Key operated on two 
boys, aged, each of them, about thirteen 
years. The first case waa attended with 
some difficulties. 'The operator employed 
the straight staff, and mode the incisions as 
usual. A gush of urine followed the in¬ 
cision into the bladder. After repeated at¬ 
tempts to extract the stone, a small portion 
was broken off, in consequence, as Air. Key 
said, of bis inability to seize the atone beyond 
its axis, from the strong contraction of the 
bladder. A little watm water, however, 
having bean injected, the operator succeed¬ 
ed in extracting the whole calculus, which 


.••TAPnYLonAX'HE, FOLLOWED BV DEATH. 

A young girl, who had from birth been 
affected with divided palate, was, on the 
28th of August, operated on by M. Roux. 
On the evening she was suddenly seized 
’with n violent pain in the throat, with 
cough, and all the. symptoms of violent 
pneumonia, which proved fatal on the eighth 
day. The post-mortem examination was 
uufortuuately opposed by the parents, and it 
: is accordingly doubtful whether the case 
was one of bronchitis or pneumonia. Al. 
lloux, however, candidly admits, that the 
operation is to be considered as the cause, 
of the fatal result. lie h&B performed the 
operation fifty-one times, with various suc¬ 
cess, but never lost a patient before. In 
one case, where the operation was twice 
performed during six months, bronchitis 
came on after each oporutiou, and thus 
hindered its success; the inflammatory sf- 
IVctiou was, however, subdued.— f^an. 
Fran f. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

MR. HEAUINOTON ANO SIB WM. BL17.ARD, 

To the Editor of Tin Lancet, 

Sir,—-A s pupils of Air. Hesdington, we 
think an upology quite needless for the in¬ 
trusion of a few remarks iu your publics- 



'HVMBtG, 


AND BOOKS, 


■ M *»dni«licioMUtWf (jcumr^U th« .j# « ,8t, tlat 

bid, which ipprareil in MtnMdiwtJ Mjnnc of «?»> " 6 

e JMh ot September. Ciilam, 

the lerai “ degradation" lumitwe of Dr. ftjhw’. waaa 

hy and upright teacher, cetarttal bed, wlt.ch, heffewoded, wroojtht* 
d j would aak the author mintrolmte eiftcUit* ftoae who 
r, in what wav and man- it; he demaudedfor >te «•**•■*£"» 
has degraded l.inaM-lf. night, one hundred pouadB, ead auch »tile 
■ “Jett becaueu hr dilfera in opfuion Iron. IV. lolly of wealth tim e«erel |»r«»ape of 
A Walford mo! nanda nppoaed to n modi- hiyli rauh acceded to hta tense, Heat* 
did gentleman na coroner 1 We Hatter our- Table Hoek. 
telvea, that Mr. W. A. Watfonl’i ignoble 

ton! esa find no other cause for the.asperity . ■■ ' . 

of language contained in almost $very line 

of his letter. We would tell Mr. W. A. TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

Walford, tint in this age of liberty, no man _ 

lias a right to defame the character of ano- , 

ther, merely because he hulds a different We cannot advise A Gentleman whose 
opinion, and that the attack on Mr. Head- j letter is dated from Southampton, to place 
ins ton proves the author’s mind at once i his child tinder the cure of the gentlemani to 
pitiful and menu, aud deserving the utmost ! whom he has referred. W e know nothing 
contempt. Though pupils of Mr. Heading-j of his talents, but bta habits aeem to be 
ton, we are not ashamed to acknowledge! rather quackisb. ^ . 

publicly, that had we possessed a voice at; It Mr. J. M. Walker of South Shields will 
the late election, it would have been in : get his drawing executed with more care, 
favour of a medical coroner; and although 1 we shall be happy to inset t a sketch from it. 
thia difference of opinion may exist between j The foot should be fore •shortened. It 
the worthy surgeon ami ourselves, vet we j ought to be copied by an artist, 
feel a pride in being under the tuition of j A W ext-aid Student. Certainly. Mr, 
auch a master. We cannot refrain froni[KiNobvldtheolliceofhouse-surge.ininthe 
noticing at the same time the hostile feeling, Hotid Dieu, and he is particularly well 
expressed by Mr. W. A. Walford towards; qualified for teaching the principles bik 
the venerable Sir Wm. lilizard, and in reply [ practice of surgery, 
to this part of his letter, we would sincerely JMtu, of Alnwick. Reply to questioi 
wish tlmt every member of our profession ! first,— Vet. Second question,—1'wu wintui 
may possess at the advanced age of ninety-! sessions of six months each. 1 bird quoit 
two vears the same soundness of mind and j tion,—With the exceptions he roeutioua, not 


intellect still developed in Sir William') 
character, proving, 

“ If such llie eve, how gnat the mom ha 
been.” 

Loudon Hospital, Sept. 27 tb, 1830. 

John Richards. A. Barnett 

W. J. Little J. Emery 

J.S. Darby J. L. Clarke 

T. S. Robertson VV. C. Vuudrey 

S. Welch Horatio Worn held 

Richard Prior S. Swjnnertou 

J. Cracome Philip Havens 

L. Lewis Jamvs Wallace 

F. S. Frost. William Ponder 

Richard Tidmarsh (i. F. Wbite 

Thus. Llewellyn G. 11. Bennett 

Jofm Rogcrioti W. S. (i lun vill 

R.Jas. llowad T. Dyer 

\V. J. Moon; C. K. (iarmtm 

R. E. Davies G. N. Watson 

J, K. Parkinson N. F. Simnmua 

G. T. Glisson S. Nicholson 

Thoa. A. N.Purton Robert Matnhy 

Thos. Harnett Geo. Jlajwatd. 


; less than 1301. 

1 If ft'. It'., on his arrival in London, will 
'call at The Lancet Office,if 10, Strand, he 
j shull receive the fullest information on the 
j subjects mentioned in his letter dated 
i Sept, 10th. 


BOOKS FOR REVIEW. 

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of 
the Lye. By Wim.iam Mai at sm, Lee- 
j turer on the Eye in the Driver. of Glasgow, 
j and one of the Surgeons to the Glasgow 
Infirmary. London, Longman. 1830. bvo. 
pp.8<il. 

A Demonstration of the Nerves of the 
Ilumau Body, consisting of Four Part*; 
| Part i. 'I he cervical and thoracic portions 
of the sympathetic, mid the nerves of the 
thoracic viscera; Part 11. The lumbar and 
sacral portions of the sympathetic and the 
nerves of the. abdominal viscera ; Part Hi. 
The cerebral nerves; Part IV. The spinal 
nerves. By Josani Swan. Part 1. Price 
two guineas. Loudon, Longman and Co, 
Imperial lolio. Eight Plates. 
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THE LANCET. 




Voi. I.] LONDON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16. 


INTRODUCTORY LECTURE 

ON 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

DELIVERED AT 

The Theatre in IVcbb Street, Tuesday, 
October 5th, 

By JOHN GORDON SMITH, M.D. &c. 


I am of opinion, that the object of an 
introductory lecture is frequently misunder¬ 
stood, not only on the part of the audience, 
but on that, likewise, of the author. It is 
wrong to expect, and still more to utlempt, 
the communication of details; and it is ad- j 
visuhle to aroid, if possible, the illustration 
of particular points; for the attention should 
be directed to general and comprehensive 
views of the utility and imjwrtance of the 
study upon which the parties are about to 
enter. It is my impression, therefore, that 
we shall do better upon the present occa¬ 
sion, by indulging even in something of an 
excursive nature, than if 1 were to offer a 
formal and systematic account of the busi¬ 
ness which will come before us hereafter. 
That I purpose to enter ujiori while the class 
is forming, and, in the execution of such an 
attempt, to submit (at our next meeting) 
au outline of the topics which it will be our 
duty to investigate, as welt as of the order 
in which it is my design to bring them 
forward. 

G entt.emln,— It is but a short time since 
one of the most distinguished members of 
our legislative body asked me, what was 
meant by medical jurisprudence'! Were 
•uch a question lobe put now, one might, 
with tuierabie safety (though certainly not 
with perfect politeness) refer the inquirer 
to the bill-stickers of London and Middle¬ 
sex. To some in my situation, it might 
appear to be a dream, or merely a picture, 
drawn in the imagination—that a branch 
of medical study, unrecognised by any of 
the medical authorities in this kingdom, 

No. 372. 


[18304 1. 

should have raised such a foment iasodfot} 
as we have jnst aeen it do;should-IWWi 
roused the attention of men of nil datura ; 
should have caused the assembling of 50,000 
sensible and well-conducted peraona, for no 
other purpose than to listen with eagerness 
to one of our profession, while he described, 
the nature, the vital importance, even I 
may say, the political importance of medical 
jurisprudence; should have induced the 
expenditure of ID,000/. or 12,000/., and led 
to a trial of intellectual strength and moral 
influence, between the mighty profession of 
the law, and the modest pretensions of the 
sons of iEsculapiua. Yes, gentlemen, all 
this, and much more than this, Laa been 
already accomplished, and there is yet more 
to be done in pursuit of the particular ob¬ 
ject, couceruing which there may have oc¬ 
curred a difficulty, but it is almost unneces¬ 
sary to inform you, that there has been no 
defeat. 1 have said that all this might, to 
some standing in a situation similar to that 
which I now occupy, appear to be a vision, 
an unreal thing ; but L foresaw it long ago; 
and although many of my friends are ready 
to testify that my own expectation as to 
participating in the advantages had long 
been faint enough, they are able also to de¬ 
clare, that my language on the subject of 
oihers reaping where certainly it bad been 
my task to sow, had ail along been confident 
and convinciug. 

In the course of those unusual studies to 
which for many years my attention baa been 
prominently directed, 1 began to discover 
whnt, while devoted to the ordinary duties 
of my profession, 1 had overlooked—that 
there were many and some very great ano¬ 
malies in medicine. Perhaps my want of 
attention was chiefly, if not entirely, owing 
to the circumstance of my early professional 
life having been spent at a distance from the 
scene of those abuses, and under circum¬ 
stances which precluded their encroachment 
where I was—1 meim in the hospitals of the 
nrtny. But I had not long returned to the 
pursuit of professional literature, and to 
habits of association wilji my professional 
brethren, before I observed some of these 
defects existing iu a most glaring and preju- 
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d)p$Bl manner—prejudicial even to the true 
MjlinNiti of those in wliom I thought they 
WWff: eve* most conspicuous. Wore parti* 
allusions it is not my intention at pre- 
MSQ tomato; and you will consider it more 
iMKitottiitg, as w»-fl ns more pertinent to tlia 
nteteioa/if l go on t« inform you that, a« I 
adifht progress in this line of observation, I 
IpftMr'to discover a sure and certain method 
Of edfrecting every-thiug, or, at least, of 
y gltim y medicine os perfect as any-tbing 
hums* (if it be not more than human, which 
far one, I consider that it is), any-thing 
confided to human management is capable of 
becoming j and this 1 taw was to be done 
by HiutCiL juaisrauoBNCK. Aad now, 
gendenuB, medical jurisprwleuce is at 
work; it baa done! it is null doing. It 
wanted but a station, and that atatiou it baa 
got. From that station all tbe powers of 
eaith cannot now move it. Our force is 
raigktv, and shall prevail. 

Before going farther, let me tell (hose 
young friends, to form an intimate acquaint¬ 
ance with whom, by joining their respected 
teachers in the pleasing duty of pointing out 
their truest interests, and securing their 
future welfare, is the purpose of my coming 
here: let me endeavour to tell them of 
something that has been done for them 
within tbe few past months; and I shall 
introduce tbe subject by quoting tbe first 
paragraph of a letter I have recently re¬ 
ceived from one of the greatest, if not the 
greatest, of the philosophical physicians 
now adorning tbe profession. This gentle¬ 
man expresses himself at follows: 

" Sept. 28, 1830. 

“ My dear Sir,—On your account, ns well 
as on account of tlw» community at large, 1 
rejoiced in the decision of the Apothecaries’ 
Company respecting medical jurisprudence. 
It will, 1 aia persuaded, give a new aspect 
to medical men when they appear before 
the public ; aud it will improve their reason¬ 
ing powers, which ceriaiuly will give te 
them a new aspect at the bed-aide.*’ 

Such it the opinion of a great man, of a 
goad man, of a celebrated physician, with 
whose name 1 would make you acquainted, 
but for the circumstance of the communica¬ 
tion which contains this passage not being 
intended to meet the public ear. If, how¬ 
ever, 1 know any-thing of him, 1 know this, 
that be would not refuse the sanction of his 
same, qr tire full exercise of his beat ser¬ 
vices, were public benefit to be thereby 
promoted, or professional respectability en¬ 
hanced. 

And what, it may now be asked, ie this 
advantage which, within a few months, bus 
been reaped by the young members oif, or 
•ajiiruots VP. the ^profession? Why, geu- 
thrsnn, seme of your anxious and iudua- 
tdoiu seniors lwve done inure in the course 


of that brief space to render your prospects# 
as medical men, inviting, than has been 
achieved since tbe revival at least of letters, 
and the admission of physic to the level of a 
scientific and liberal pursuit. We are no 
longer behind the et«rgy, ted we have 
already taken Our plate by .the side of the 
lawyers. It used to be divinity, law, and 
physic ; it will soon be arrauged in another 
manner; and, ere I die, I confidently expect 
to Bee our noble occupation standing at least 
aa high in the estimation of the worthy, as 
the sacred functions of the priest So was 
it among tbe dignified sages of antiquity; 
so was it with the Lord and Saviour of man¬ 
kind—he went about doing good, preaching 
righteousness, calling all men to repentance 
and remission of sins, and exhibiting the 
sincerity of his designs, as well as tbe di¬ 
vine purity of bis motives, by relieving suf¬ 
fering humanity—by healing the sick. These 
were his occupatioas ; but we hoar nothing 
of his countenance or co-operation with legal 
proceedings, or any sort of litigation. Pro¬ 
perty he declined the possession of; rights 
and privileges he never contended for; 
insults and injuries he not only endured with 
patience, but also forgave ; and he wrought 
miracles,—brought down the celestial powers 
to the aid of sinful mortals in order to alle¬ 
viate those distresses which were sometimes 
the consequence of tbeir own misconduct. 
Such is, and ever has been, the true source 
of medical dignity; and they who lose 
sight of this splendid claim which onr pro¬ 
fession lias over almost every other, must 
possess but an imperfect knowledge of tka 
privileges aud advantages to which they 
might and ought to aspire. 

The duties of medical men have been 
hitherto performed in the secrecy of sick- 
chambers, or observed only in the wards of 
an hospital. It is hardly worth while fond 
shaiue be lo us that it should be so) to 
quote _Vke occasions upon which we have 
been exhibited to Lite public. There are 
passages in medical history, of which, for my 
own part, 1 should be glad were it possible 
to remain ignorant, and it has been to 
me a painful task to give them more publi¬ 
city than others have been compelled to do ; 
but painful as it has beeu lo become ac- 
uaialed with failures on ti^e part of pre- 
eceasors, and even of catempantries, I 
have gone through it wilh some degree of 
fortitude, because 1 was cousdous that there 
waa a remedy of easy application ; and you 
are aware tlwt no physician can apply a 
remedy until be has scqdired s competent 
knowledge of the disease. 

This reminds me that medicine i*. a word 
of mt>r« exlenaive signification than it hats 
been hitherto usual to assign it. Its lung- 
nttablished meaning seems to have been 
restricted to the art of alluviating pain awl 
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cattogft wM» j M, tvtn nfeflef thii Had 
tatioo, a contemplation of the constituants 
of medicine ia aJmoat beyond the retell of I 
kinMn intellect, Tie true physician la, in 
tie opinion of til candid and enlightened 
men, tie -greatest benefaetdr to aoeiety, and 
the moat respectable of tie intellectual tod 
cultivated orders. Clergymen have said so; 
lawyeri say it now ; poets aid philosopher a, 
to whose opinions the world haa lean accus¬ 
tomed most justly to defer, have sung or 
promulgated this praise, in expressing which 
there could never huve been sn interested 
motive, and which we do uot accept as a 
compliment. You are all aware of the ax- 
tensive scope of medical education, even 
under the restrictions just spoken of. 1 
may, therefore, go over this ground in a 
speedy, and. comparatively .careless manner. 
None but the vilest quack can look society 
in the fsce, professing even the minimum 
of medical knowledge, unless he can exhibit 
some acquirements as a linguist and as n 
natural philosopher, besides a perfect ac¬ 
quaintance with tile numerous sciences 
which more peculiarly belong to the medical 
art. When I speak of medicine, I desire it 
may he clearly understood Hint 1 moke no 
distinction either betwfreu diseases occur¬ 
ring in particularpatts of the body, or among 
those members of the profession who make 
a selection of the evils they are competent 
most successfully to remedy. We have, it 
is true, & division of labour among us; 
some are culled physicians, und others sur¬ 
geons : but the reul physician is the man; 
who cuu recognise disease in whatever 
shape it may appear, or in whatever port of 
the body it may be displayed. Let such a 
nan be designated this or that, according to 
law, or he entitled to any step according to 
usage in the scole of precedence, such a one, 
if a good man, stands in the lirst runk of 
real worth and excellence. 

Gentlemen, 1 am a friend to Order, and 
1 approve of distinction! in society. Any¬ 
thing of this nature which may belong to 
myself I am sufficiently proud of, and will 
not part with. After much up-hill work, 1 
do nut feel disposed to come down; but if 
my position he one of eminence, I invite 
nil rightly-disposed candidates for sdmis 
sion into the profession to dome up and asso¬ 
ciate themselves with me* There is room 
enough, and to spare ; snd allow me to add, 
that If the rising geneiatiou of medical men 
encounter degradation of grovel in the dust, 
the fault wHI be their own. The first duty 
of a medical student ia to make himself tho 
roughly acquainted with the fundamental 
branches of education upon which medicine 
is built. As belonging to these I may spe¬ 
cify anatomy, both human aud comparative; 
physiology, chemistry, classical literature, 
natural philotnphp, aud as many of what vie 


Called arjemphshments as l# l 
H aving laid this foundation, »i 
with advantage on tlie iuvatttgaM 
nature of disease#, *nd find it ad «m 
to form in Acquaintance with x . 
will even be delighted oft discover tag;* 
facility with Which he 4an do goad by i 
practical experiments which he may sf ‘ 
undertake; lie will find that these 1 
events which laVe established theta, 
able fame of so many amineni men, aftfjM 
cessstuly soliciting (if I ffiav U»fl the djcpVMh, 
sion) himself Ho do as they have done I0 ts4 
fare as they have fared ; in Sheri, thst* Id 
no person whom I now address who hag It 
not in his power to become the ffippoerdtii »* 
the Galen, the Hunter, or eved the very 
Bacon of his own day. 

Such U a cursory reference to the cetu 
stiiution snd character of the practising 
physician, a term under which I am anxietis 
you should understand that 1 include all 
honourable members of the profession, 
whether they he designated doctors, ##*- 
g eon Si or Sjiotheosries, according to law. 
The times in which we live are so much 
altered—so much improved—from those in 
which the greater part of laws and usages 
affecting medical interests were instituted, 
that these huve become, in many instances, 
sources of irritation, and absolute impedi¬ 
ments to utility. Such evils, however, must 
inevitably correct themselves, and some of 
them ate* even now in progress of correc¬ 
tion. 

The greatest improvement of recent date 
which I can quote, has emanated from a 
body which deserves the gratitude of every 
well-wisher to our order, and will receive 
the acknowledgments of many who do not 
belong to us. The Court of Examiner* of 
the Company of Apothecaries (the only 
branch of the profession which possesses a 
legal power of directing what is to lie at¬ 
tended to oil the part of the medical student, 
in order to qualify him for practical duties), 
has added to the curriculum formerly pre¬ 
scribed to the candidate# for their license, 
the brunch which it has long been my object 
io teach. The importance of this to yanr^ 
selves 1 huve it not in my power to describe 
on the present occasion j but it is evidently 
true that, if other bodies, which profess to 
have similar authority, do not follow this 
example, or, in other words, do uot keep 
pace with their progress, the license’frwa 
Apothecaries' Hall will signify ibul the pro¬ 
prietor is the best-educated member of Ilia 
profession ; and the candidate will naturalty 
hesitate about putting his friends to se great 
an expense os must be incurred for what, 
ufter nil, will he nothing. What, indeed, is 
the state of the case now 1 * The physician 
par ej retlenc.e, to called—-the doctor iu 
medicine—considers the general find inter* 
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sooonHer to 111 , own irowpd prfl- _ . , . . 

' ihoocli .sifter of then an end semtemnforprefeftiirai 
ft. mill of 111. oilier; noil it n uhulewitn teeetasg. Tl»trimfen*, 
fore!.* men to be eithertgood P»rU»gt kno.Wge », in grwt nuuure. t 
or ■ eooii attrrem, who 1>» not gift of ostere; theft gift, bowser, mini bo 
ire knowledge of the duties of itaprered hr sesulomui applioatioo to «t ft. 
Mft. Then wo hare the accoucheur, who poseeedot for the peculiar hutieeaa before 
~ that the uterine eyatem, ned its de> him. In ffttotnen most ho eduetted.or 
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to. Others again confine themselves to-the thing) nwst Macata luawii lor uus ouai* 
treatment of sore eyes; while a distinct new. He must possess certain persoual 
oltta Soda ample occupation in the manage* qualifications, or, at ksst, be free from cer- 
nent of the teeth. All this is honourable tain pwsonal defoeta in the first instance; 
and advantageous, and the division of labour nod upon tbit favourable foundation be may, 
it one of tbe atewa of ensuring excellence. with great advantage and facility, raise a 
But baaidea these we have tbe gattral snpewmmtur*. Bat it mav «nust you, while 
fraetitmer, tbe apothecary* sri» professes it illustrates tbit point, if I quote an obsar- 
all this, and not only so, but performs it; vatfou made by a very learned friend of 
and why l To speak the boneat truth, be- mine, and one who possesses, in a remark- 
cause he is very competent toil, and became able degree, the' faculty df miking every 
he must. London does not* and never will, body comprehend clearly what be under- 
contain more than a small proportion of the stands himself. We were convening in a 
population of Knglaud end Wales, and in familiar manner upon tbe motives and pw- 
the country we seldom hear either of the tensions of men in becominglecturers, when 
physician or surgeon, while even in the 1 my friend expressed himself to the following 
metropolis they are seldom resorted to in j effect— 1 “ It is quite an infatuation. If a 
tbe brat instance. I am not, Gentlemen, ■ man be remarkable for s disagreeable exte- 
prepared to go the length of saying, that i rior, an unmannerly and ungentlemanly de¬ 
tach things are exactly as they should be— j portment, if he labour under a gross defect 
but w they are, and it is our duty to turn; or impediment in his speech, and most 
their Btate to the best advantage. ; particularly if he do not understand the 

This I am convinced of, that the body of : Lnglish language, or the rery elements of 
which I have just made, and ever ahail,; elocution, he is sure to conceive the uotion 
make honourable mention, is alive Jo the ini-; of becoming a lecturer." it may be said 
portance of their responsibility to the slate, j that it signifies comparatively little hou- a 
and of their duty towards you. la?t me re-Jmau imparts his knowledge, provided he 
commend to your careful consideration the ■ possesses »t. 1 am of a different Opinion, 
remarks prefixed to their recently-promul- and so are most of you. It is requisite 
gited regulations. These breathe a spirit that in those who undertake the. duty of the 
worthy of upright men and medical philoso- teacher, whom the inexperienced alumnus 
pliers, and upon one or two of them 1 caunot naturally regards with a tart of reverential 
refrain from introducing an observation, eye, should prevent, iu almost every r*»- 
They point, with expressions of disapprn- sped, u model for ethical imitation ; and 
bation, to a system of teaching which lias now. Gentlemen, I shall leave you in the 
been a degrading characteristic of too many • possession of established professional nc- 
of die London medical schools; places j quirt-menu, for tbe purpose of idling you 
which would never have gone hv such a,something concerning an application* of 
atame, had not inexperienced youth been : these, to which l must suppose that you aw 
doped into the measure of supporting them, j aj yet strangers. 

The evil, now so decidedly condemned by: It is not my business to make, or to help to 
the sentence of authority, is that of one! make,you anatomists, physiologists, or even 
man pretending to u-achovery-lhmg 1 Who!physicians, iu the enlarged and true senna 
€un he sufficient for this 1 Forray own part j of the word. All that is admirably provided 
I shall find enough to do in my own depart j for m the respective departments of those 
mint, if I perlorm my duty in any degree able men with whom 1 am associated. I 
even to my own satisfaction. It is import- am to point out to you the nature of certain 
Me for students to acquire true qualifies- public duties which, in your professional 
tions, where tlm means of instruction are capacity, vou will bn often required to dia- 
limited. I am, from honest conviction, charge. ] am to make you, as fur as I may 
formed after nearly thirty years’ observa- be able, and you shall be willing, medical 
lion, decidedly hostile to these private un- jurists -, in order to become which, you muat 
■dertakings in all branches of science, but | first be wade medical men. I profess to 
most especially in medicine. They are, no j qualify you for the honourable and impor- 
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tanttwlftf vindicating ti>« heooirroftbe .rods for the administration of ]»^JjSHp| 
profostfcm to which yoe iwi&etftto befcmg, lie?, >4^ tlw : in general w9ppj 
bofore W observant wdW; tad under tbe formraeo of *o important a pact UjKMi 
moat critical circumBttmc*#; to sho w how it moat iotewetiag nature, and toth«'a|MK 
will Win your power to aubatentiate i»W- cal practitioner itlii nlao of conaaqnjpiK- 
cenee, or direct the arm of jnlltee where to Every-thing which be ought to bold deritf{|/’' 
fall npoff tbo guilty; to enable you, on many perbape at atake, when be jpti forward;». 
occasion*, to protect reputation and pro- the capacity of a medical witness; andw: 
perty, and to maintain the peace and bappi- wonder if, unacquainted with the proper 
nett .of -society. This ia a grand acberne, method of discharging these duties» 1»» 
but far indeed from being an impracticable should Alter, and even fail la the trader- 
one. Often in the seclusion of my cheerless taking. There is nothing of a nature Itafl 
sick chamber, a place with whieb, in the parallel to the dread and inaufllcieney whijft 
' middle of my preparations, it pleased Pro- hare long clang to medical men upon them 
videuce to render me painfully familiar, baa aolemti and momentous occtsioat. It A if 
% the thought of what all tbia must lead to situation in which the great Hunter himself 
brought the tears into my eyes, and caused broke down; and it is a ieaaon which one of 
iny heart so to palpitate, that 1 could not the meat celebrated of hie successors incut- 
hare uttered s word to my dearest friend, cates upon his popila, not many yards from' 
But that i«, I trusty over; and our duty is where 1 am now standing, thrimedlcaliWit- 
to apply vigorously, steadily, and patiently, neaaee should be prepared, white the asms 
to what ia before us, out of which I cannot learned authority cites the personal admis- 
myaelf tell what Will come. siona of the great man whose name I hare 

You are to be introduced to an acquaint* quoted, as a warning; and yet, my friends, 
ance with medical jurisprudence, and more there does not exist the slightest occasion for 
especially with that branch of it which we all tbia, either in the nature of things, or in 
recognise under the title of forensic medi- the nature of men. But the attention ofour 
cine. Medical jurisprudence is not the most order has not been directed to this object, 
eligible name by which the science at large They have borne their perplexities as soma 
ought to be known; I should prefer calling persons bear their ailments, the best way 
it state, political, or public, medicine; but they could—seeking no remedy, for, in fact, 
there is no occasion to be captiouB on this they knew not where to have found one ; 
poiut, I'mler whutever general title we hut— as a Jenner succeeded iu propagating 
limy prefer to designate it (and certainly the knowledge and application ol an anti* 
mediral jurisprudence is the most familiar dote to one of the severest scourges of 
to English ears), it comprehends two great human nature, which had for centuries 
divn-ions, which are known by the names of baffled the resourcea of medical art—so the 
medical police,and forensic medicine. More medical jurist has at length shown his agi- 
precisr ideas of their respective objects will tated brother how to encounter the solemn 
he imparted to you hereafter; I ahull, face of the judge, and the paiuful anxieties 
therefore, now restrict myself to saying, that of the jury, with perfect coolness and satis- 
under medical police is comprehended, factiou—has grasped him, as it were, by the 
whatever information or assistance the medi- hand, and led him to the altar, where he haa 
cal man can give to the government of his enabled him to take tint oath fearlessly, 
country for the ronrei ration of the general which lie has, at the same time, instructed 
health of the community, and the removal him how to fulfil religiously, 
of endemic or epidemic maladies. Vpou Now, it will be his owu fault if a prac- 
the topics which more strictly belong to titiouer in such circumstances, does not 
this department, i believe there is no very enhance his reputation by timilar displays 
material difference of opiniou among the on future occasions; and, us illustrations 
members of our profession ; and 1 do not which come home to the feelings and cir- 
consider that there is nn urgent necessity for cumstnnces of every one, are the must cou- 
entering upon the formal consideration of elusive and instructive, 1 shall read to you 
them at present. Medical police, therefore, •’« extract from a letter recently received by 
though not to he overlooked, is not to form me from u person of whoso existence 1 was 
sn ostensible or prominent object in our previously quite unuwaie. After 'some 
projected course of study. To that branch, rematks on a paper written by me upon tbe 
consequently, designated forensic medicine., coronet ship, my correspondent thus ex* 
our attention will be more particularly turned; presses himself. 

and tt is pregnant with matters of the deep- " With your paper I perfectly agree ; and 
est interest, not only to nil of you, but to individually return my thanks for your uo- 
the community at large. Jt is that appli- remitted exertions to place medical juris- 
cation of medicul knowledge which brings prudence on its proper station iu our pro* 
the practitioner before his couutry, and in fessioual education, iu your researches 
fact before the world, as the guide of tribu- you have not been able to discover more 
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. of unalloyed credit fo our 
for their satisfactory and intelli- 
i^kta> Will you pardon me if 1 
foyfolf before you. u living, in my 
three time* rereived judicial 
_ jos j once from abench of migie- 
11 cue snslogous to the Gardiner 
m \ and twice from hie Majesty's 
l*; from Mr. Justice Littledale at the 
east aummer assise 1846, on surgical 
•T)dC«ce arising from injury inflicted by the 
hunting of an iron safe containing gun- 
powder, removed in an act of burglary : and 
laity, at the last Wilts assise from Mr. 
Baron Vaughan, in a case of infanticide.” 
My correspondent after relating some par¬ 
ticulars of the cue, which I shall take a 
future opportunity of detailing to you, goes 
on tn aay, “ But, my dear Sir, to whom am 
1 indebted for this auceesa V you perceive 
that this gentleman appreciates the impor¬ 
tance of professional publicity na it ought to 
be; and from wlioro but yourself obtained 
I the means of exalting our profession 1 
Jo your works on medical evidence and 
forensic medicine am I solely under obliga¬ 
tion. I hereby present pu with my most 
sincere thanks." 

But although I am not, on the present 
Opousion, about to enter into the merits ofj 
tye trial (reserving it aa an illuatrotinn 
When we come to the subject to which it 
more especially relates), I roust gratify you, 
and do justice to the writer of this letter, l>y 
quoting the com|>iimeut which the news¬ 
paper published in his own neighbourhood 
tells me he received Irora the learned judge, 
who ia brother tn the president of tire Royal 
College of Physicians, “At the close of | 
his erotic examination the learned judge 
highly complimented him upon hiaskill aad 
science, and told the jury in summing up 
that he never heard a more sensible and 
satisfactory evidence given by a professional 
man in a court of justice.” Ought not such 
a thing as tbia to make any man’s fortune, 
and is not this true brilliancy 1 But bright 
is it is, 1 am going to eclipse it ill by su 
allusion to another act of beneficence which 
tye profession lias received through the 
medico-legal department. 

1 bare myself, Gentlemen, received such 
handsome compliments from the judges of! 
the land, that 1 have, for the last twelve 
months, abstained (out of modesty) from 
gofog to the Old Bailey, and yet 1 disregard 
it Oil, when l call to mind wlut has recently 
been don* for yuu. and must be done hence- 
forward, if you please to accept of it. 

iWhifo stalled theology," as Or. Young* 
•jjyVhat been keeping its eye upon u seat 
In we upper house of parliament, ami 
beating according to circumstances, in 
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order to obtain, first aMMtecratifp, end tfUr* 
wards translation, under the title of • right 
reverend father; while the busy lttury$r, 
who, through foe iniquities and pernneofM 
of human nature, it realty of such a donee 
of utility that we oujfot to deplore the fact, 
baa been labouring sWay with applause and 
approbation, in order to become an heredi¬ 
tary peer of the realm; what baa the doctor 
been doing 1 Allowing these people to make 
game of him in public, while their very 
existence, and consequently the successful 
issue of their ambition (laudable ambition, 
certsinly), depended often in in exclusive 
manner, upon his advice and services. How 
finely we have been humbugged, if I wav 
use so uncouth a term! The church is full 
of scholars nu doubt, but sadly destitute of 
philosophers; and the energies of tbelawyer, 
everr-body knows, wbo knows any-thing, 
we directed to uhjects of great magnitude; 
while the medical inau, educated perhaps 
even more expensively, sad certainly with 
more extensive liberality, concentrates equal 
powers, and devotes even superior acquire¬ 
ments, to the almost ridiculed purpose of 
prolonging for half an hour the life of some 
tiresome, and perhaps abominable, old 
woman, or devisiug the means of making sn 
uniuteresiiug und nasty brut go to the close- 
stool. Do not suppose, however, that I 
underrate these occupations: no mau whoso 
heart is in its right place can do so; and I 
have myself found it imperative upon me to 
perform with my own hands, relying upon 
my own skill, what may be termed the very 
meanest offices of the profession. 

But we have now devised a method of 
raising ourselves from the low estate which 
l have rather alluded to, than truly and cir¬ 
cumstantially described. We Have at length 
opened to our brethren, and 1 should say to 
the younger class of them, glorious prospects 
through the coronet shift ; snd we shall nei¬ 
ther rest satisfied, nor keep quiet, till the 
principle be in all quarters recognised, that 
the conossnsaip is an office for a’ medical 
man. Not that 1 consider every member, or 
even many members, or any but a very few 
members at present, fit to fill thut situation; 
but 1 iiave come here, and 1 go elsewhere, 
professing to fit every rightly disposed 
medical man to become perhaps the most 
important of all judges, 'fake my word for 
it, that wo have gamed possession of this 
commanding post, and take this aioug with 
it, that we know’ how to maintain it. 

1 should retire from this place under an 
impression thut 1 had not disohuged my 
duty to its full extent did 1 not advert to a 
subject of the highest importance to every 
living man. H has, l am grieved to say, not 
beeu customary of late to introduce it ia • 
formal rummer; hut it once was otherwise; 
and we cannot dose an introductory dis- 
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•awfcf, upoa ti» dmnc ter sod qualifications 
ff» medical mo, io « msnn«T more appro* 
jaiMe to the occa si on, then by following 
ihe example of iha fosraed, the amiable, 
»ua the celeb rated author of the lectures on 
th* duties and quaijfioatkms of a physician; 
better known periiaps to the majority of my 
audience as the elegantwriter of the Father’s 
legacy to his Daughters. I mean, of course, 
Dr. John Gregory. 

Csa it be necessary, after this, to pro¬ 
nounce the word which is at the end of my 
tongue? You know what I mean—-It is 
religion. Let medicine, ill the known 
mysteries of which are about to be disclosed 
to you, be associated with that sublimity 
which is already revealed, you know where, 
and medicine mutt rule the world. Why 
should the notion ever have been entertained 
that medical men are prone to infidelity 1 I 
deny it. The nature of our occupations 
may, it is true, have had a very general in¬ 
fluence in separating us from the observ¬ 
ance of certain duties of a religious, as well 
as of a political nature ; hut 1 am certain of 
this, that with the exception of clergymen, 
who live by the knowledge of the Scrip¬ 
tures, there is no class of men which pos¬ 
sesses either so intimate an acquaintance 
with them, or more strictly regulates their 
lives and conversation according to the 
precepts there laid down, ludeeii we can¬ 
not make a livelihood if we entertain other 
rules of conduct; and 1 am persuaded of 
nothing more firmly, however paradoxical 
it may sound, than that there ure many men 
both in and out of the profession who are 
Christians without knowing it. But as I 
rosy perhaps be accused of wandering from 
my proper province, if I dw ell much upon 
this subject, I shall goon to say that I mean 
by religion, the Christian religion. In fact 
there is no other in which a man of real 
sense can seriously believe. Some there are 
who perhaps do imagine that they believe 
in some other; but they are even ridicu¬ 
lously mistaken. It is Chmstukity they 
believe in, if they have any belief at all. 
Tbe morality, perhaps, of all prevalent sys¬ 
tems ii good, though it may bo found here 
uad there tainted with inconsistencies, and 
deformed by perversions, but whence is it 
derived 1 From tbe same source as our beau¬ 
tiful system, and through that channel. No 
man can disbelieve the Scripture* if he will 
turn his attention to one remarkable, to the 
most prominent, circumstance connected 
with them. Setting asidci their style and 
composition, paying little attention*to the 
well-established arguments with which no 
many able and good men have thought it 
necessary to confute the conceited pseudo 
philosophers, who have attempted to cut a 
figure in every age of the world, while 1; 
respect and reverence their labours, I say i 



that I set mink of this aside ; 4 
is another and a most eaten 
of confirmation, which has not 1 
looked, though I m 

opinion that enough has not bees g _ 

We are misunderstood sod vsSparoiislM* 
We have a jealous world to deal with f ttd, 
at tbe present juncture, tbeyan aftacMIh* *. 
distinction we are daily sndiustly a o qu fr Mg. 
Let me entreat you to bear in mind tbet yen 
aspire to belong to an order, dignified in* 
deed; not forgetting that although yott «My 
*“ unable to accomplish the duties of 


religious observances so regularly *_ 
have it in their power to de, you am the 
more strictly bound to respect them, be¬ 
cause you ire in a distinguished manner the 
servants of a God who has declared that he 
prefers mercy to sacrifice, or in other woods, 
looks with higher approbation upon the 
PHvsrciAK than the priest. 


THE PLACENTA. 

By William Dobson, Surgem, 

Th e nature and nee of the plaeenta have 
never been ascertained. The anatomist has 
dissected to unravel its structure, and the 
physiologist reasoned to develop its func¬ 
tion, but after all their endeavours, nothing 
decisive is known of either. 

It is the prevalent opinion, that the pla¬ 
centa effects some change in the blood in its 
passage to tbe fcr.tus,—that it purifies tbe 
blood,—that its purpose is to the foetus 
what the lungs are to the adult: but of the 
ntede in which this operation is performed, 
no explanation is offered. Does the placenta 
separate from the blood some of its elements, 
and are these returned into the circulation 
of the mother, while the remaining sub¬ 
stance proceeds to the foetus 1 Or, are the 
globules of the blood diminished in site, and 
the blood attenuated in this organ, so as to 
be adapted to the calibre of the minute foetal 
vessels! We have not one solitary fact, 
nor any well-grounded analogy, in support 
of either of these assumptions. Nor does 
there appear a necessity for hn v modifica¬ 
tion in the blood. And we possess a strong 
negative fact, that a .change in th* elements 
of the blood going to nourish the foetus, is 
not required. The fetuses of quadrupeds 
svem to lie nourished in the uterus like the 
human class, yet a quadruped has too pla¬ 
centa; the communication between the 
mother ami fivtus being .established directly 
by vessels. And were it necessary in die 
one for tbe fulfilment of those objects, it is 
luir to conclude its necessity in the other. 
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understood. Wb^tl^ {4ft«i]iw#i^eMftd •• 
bv tire utnVUicii arterito, tf» fejwttfen t »-• 
turn by the vein, end only the Met turfac* 
of the ofgw re injected. When injection i* 
thrown into the uterine •rt«if*H»turn» by 
the corresponding veins, the uterine pottion 
of the placenta being injected. Between 
the maternal and fa&tal portions there is an 
appearance of cells, which are filled when 
the former portion is injected; there being 
uo visible communicstion between the two 
circulations. 

It seems obvious, that the placenta forms 
a hond of union between the maternal and 
foetal circulations; yet it appears not essen¬ 
tially necessary, for we find in quadrupeds 
us intimate and firm n connexion as in wo¬ 
men : then, does it serve auy other purpose 
in the human female economy i Here analogy 
is the only means to resolve this inquiry. 
When we contrast the human frame with 
that of brutes, we find a remarkable dispa¬ 
rity j we perceive brutes to be little suscep¬ 
tible not only of mental, but of physical 
impressions; not easily influenced to that 
degree of excitement which would mate¬ 
rially disturb the circulation of the foetus in 
utero; yet aevere exercise will occasionally 
produce abortion, as is well known to breed¬ 
ers of cattle. But the human female during 
gestation has her mind and body highly sus¬ 
ceptible, readily influenced by surrounding 
agencies ; every little infringement on her 
rights disturbs the circulation ; hence how 
necessary it is that quietude of the mind 
should especially be preserved, and that the 
physical frame should be guarded from 
every severe conoussion! But these circum¬ 
stances are familiar to all who have expe¬ 
rienced, oud those who have thought. Since 
the placentu does not appear requisite for 
effecting any change on the blood, nor 
essential for affording a bond of union be- 
, . ,1 tween the maternal uud t octal vessels, we may 

that abortion most commonly lakes place, j now conjecture, that, the placenta is for the 
lor at this rime, the vascular connecting \purpose of receiving any undue quantity-of 
medium is easily destroyed ; but subse- j blood which may be sent to the ovum, during 
quently the system can bear very cousider- j excited circulation of the mother, 
able shocks, without injury resulting. Tboj Though we cannot obtatu demonstrative 
placenta at the ninth month i» a large spongy) proofs to substantiate this notion, anulogi- 
mass, a span in diameter, and about an iuchj cal evidences ought (o be admitted. In 
in thickness when uuinjected, but can be j inquiries on the living body, we must often 
considerably’ augmented by injectiug the i be content with these, the former being 
vessels; iudeed the organ appear* very j difficult to attain. 'The uicana of nature 
elastic,-—attached on iu external surface to j cannot always be developed in a palpable 
the uterus by means of the decidua vara; j form. 


d JUbn lltd. in iu pfcyiic.l 
tthtof thodult. Tb.no- 

_^heth in the umbilical arteries 

This circumstance would 
Mtlllbhsnlidtte the idea universally en- 
that u the scarlet quality of 
hfagpjt essential to nutrition and growth.” 

Float the following position, that “ the 
Wood acquires a dark colour when detained 
fm the lungs,” it is analogically presum- 
able, that on the long continuance of the 
blood (in the umbilical vein) from the ma¬ 
ternal lungs, the dark hue depends. Hence 
an opposite change is induced on the blood 
by the placenta, to that by the lungs in the 
adult, ft will be understood, however, that 
it is not from any special agency of tiie 
placenta that the blood is darkened, but 
simply dependent on its loug detention from 
the lungs. 

In a recent publication,* I have adverted 
to the beautiful harmony subsisting between 
the vascular apparatus and its contents dur¬ 
ing health. But in the subject of the pre¬ 
sent inquiry, we find tliis equilibrium dis¬ 
turbed. During utero gestation, the uterine 
vessels have their action increased,—they 
are carrying to the uterus an increase of 
blood to build up a new being, whilst the 
other parts of the body are deprived of their 
ordinary quantity. The system is in a state 
of excitability; the circulation is readily 
disturbed by a physical shock, or by meutal 
emotions, which, iu the uuiinpreguated stale, 
would be received with impunity. 

In the first few weeks of gestation the 
placenta is defective; the connexion be¬ 
tween the mother and fn-tus is established 
nearly without the intervention of this 
organ. But the now imperfect placenta 
gradually increases in bulk, its union to the 
uterus becomes successively more firm, so 
that, near the latter part of this period, it 
requires considerable force to separate them; 
and it is in the early part of this process 


on its internal auriuce to the fo-tus by mean* 
of the funis. The structure of the placenta 
consists of branches of the uterine arteries 
and veins (or of neur vessels ), the two um¬ 
bilical arterie) and vein, all united together 
by cellular membrane. The manner in 
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It would appear, that in the first few 
weeks of the gestative period, ouly an im¬ 
perfect placenta exists; but afterwards, it ac¬ 
quires a very coiisid-ruble size; and it would 
seem that the liability to abortion is in an 
inverse ratio to the magnitude of the organ j 
and, as a negative fact, we may mention, 
that uhortiou iu quadrupeds is moat readily 
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. pro<toc*d in the -irtter f 

Acumstaatial eridencaiiflfortstttmf presump- 
[ # >on of the placenta being ft safeguard to 
k tbe foetus during excited- circulation of the 
©other, probibiy receiving end detaining, 
in its cells, a quantity of blood, which other' 
wise would have, been transmitted to the 
fatal, and necessarily have injured its deli' 
cate organisation, or the vessels between 
tbe uterus and ovum have become rup- 
tured from over distension, end thus a sepa- 
ration produced, and the consequence, abor* 
lion. As collateral evidence it may be 
^Imticed, that when die system is disturbed, 
\lfoy part in a state of unusual action will be 
Yrmoxo readily influenced than a healthy part, 
vas in the subject of examination—the ute¬ 
rine organs. 

An argument might be advanced, and 
which would ** a priori ,” invalidate the 
general conclusion, via., that in the early 
period of gestation, the ovum will act as a 
foreign body—as an excitant to tbe uterus 
by its distention, producing that tendency 
to expel its contents, and at a subsequent 
period, the sensibility of the uterus becom¬ 
ing blunted so as not to feel the impression, 

. But in opposition to this view, we may 
state, first, that it is un physiological to refer 
the enlargement of the uterus to distention ; 
it ought tu lie considered a natural growth; 
and, secondly, that wheu quietude is main¬ 
tained, abortion seldom occurs ; it is only, 
etrltru paribus, when the woman has re¬ 
ceived some moral nr physical impression, 
that a separation of the ovum from the 
uterus results. 

We have here an example of that wise 
ordination of the Creator ; though woman at 
this period is so susceptible to he influenced 
by surrounding circumstances, uu apparatus 
i* added to avert their agencies. The poor 
little foetus, chained in its cell, would other¬ 
wise he doomed to suffer at every shock on 
its irritable parent, without either will or 
power to effect its escape. 

home apology may appear requisite for 
deducing this conclusion from so few pre¬ 
mises ; hut the tutu) i in possibility of pro¬ 
ducing demonstrative evidence, will shield 
me from censure. Analogical testimony is, 
1 conceive, too little appreciated, in physio¬ 
logical inquiries} i believe, if this princi¬ 
ple of reasoning were oftener applied, we 
should arrive, with greater facility, at a 
moie correct knowledge oftho different phe¬ 
nomena in the human system; for when we 
find analogy in "tructuie, we must look for 
analogy iu function, 

14, Arabella How, Pimlico, 

October, 18;>o. 


RABIES m TBS DOG 

COHHJECTtD WITH VfQLBXT IFUN If 
ATTEMPT TO •WALLOW* 

By W, Yot?ATT,F^,S» 
(Frm the Veterinarian, Oct, 




On the 4th of last month I was sent for W 
Eating. A cur had bitten a fine Newfound¬ 
land dog belonging to Mr. Anderson, tunS 
some other dogs and two pigs. It had been 
destroyed and buried, but was exhumed to 
be examined by me, A small quantity of 
dung and straw was found in tbe stomach, 
the cardiac portion of which was much in¬ 
flamed with spots of extravasation. The 
whole of the pharynx, larynx, and mucous 
membrane of the windpipe, were highly in¬ 
flamed, and the pleura pulmonalia was in¬ 
flamed in patches. 

On my declaring it to be my opinion that 
the cut was rabid, the Newfoundland dog 
was ordered to be destroyed. I, however, 
begged hard for him ; and be was sent to 
my hospital for experiment. Various cir¬ 
cumstances, over which 1 had no control, 
prevented the commencement of any experi¬ 
ment. 

On the iytb, he did not feed as usual, and 
appeared dispirited. Fifteen days only 
having occurred since the bite, I did not 
dream of rabies, and ordered a physic ball 
to be given to him. 

On the ‘20th, he had an anxious depressed 

look, with the lower jaw slightly dependent. 
Spasms stole over the face, and were particu¬ 
larly observable iu the right eyelid. He 
was continually shifting his posture, and 
scraping his bed together; he slightly stag¬ 
gered behind; eagerly gaxed at and atten¬ 
tively followed the path of some imaginary 
object. There was a great discharge of 
saliva, which he was frequently endeavour¬ 
ing to detach from the corners of his mouth 
with his paws ; a grating choking noise in 
breathing. He was perfectly harmless; im¬ 
mediately came from his cot when called; 
offered his paw, and rubbed his head against 
me. He had not quarrelled with any of the 
dogs (likewise for experiment) with which 
he was confined ; but being led near to 
another part of the hospital in which were 
tho cribs of the sick dogs, he growled savage¬ 
ly at them. He was separuted from the rest, 
autl water put within his reach. He ad¬ 
vanced towards it, looked at it, and turned 
away} he immediately returned, looked 
stedfostly at it, alinnai touched it with his 
muzzle, and suddenly started back : this he 
repeated several times. 



«_—Ji i»o dogi i 
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«4W in a quart of valor half an drink, A pa* of aim wait* *m plis»d ‘ 
attaining off and expresaiug the baaido him the Ust thing at night, mare than 
I purposed to give two-ounce Cows a pint of which *u g<m« in thf mmhl* 
v.jfiry three hours. He struggled moatviu- and the poor fallow«« dead, 

Jaotly against the first dose; and when a ChreMmataucee delay ad the e»q«Haath>«of 
arnica of it, certainly not half, was got into the eatoana until decomposition had Mm* 
hit month, the attempt to swallow it pro- meuced. The tuomaeb contained a until 
duced convulsion of the whole frame; the quantity of straw and hair, and half a pint of 
eyes were distorted, and every limb was olive-coloured fluid. It presented one uni-. 
Stretched out like the last struggle of egpir- i form mass of violent inflammation. Ti * 
inglife. Being forcibly held, and unable to ‘ ’ * “ * * ' *' * 

rrar it Fmiu l.t. a |.__: — 


»«io uuiuiHu, auu muu itud 

stretched out like the last struggle of ezpir-; lunu nua di violent lnnammituon. u ; 
inglife. Being forcibly held, and unable to | pharynx exhibited an intensity of iufauitt- ( 
get it from his mouth, he, after the expira-1 l ' on wh»«h 1 had >itu«ui u 

tion of half a minute, swallowed it; but the 
gulp was peculiarly loud and violent. Being 
liberated, be fell on hie side exhausted, and 
dreadfully panting. After the lapse of five 
miimtes he came a little to himself, and 

Crept to the further part of his bed, gating > emciuaiiug ony-tumg uecioive at to tue 
intently upon me, suspiciously watching J effect of the Scutellaria, for a small portion 
every motion, but faintly wagging his tail, I only of each dose could be got down, and the 
and offering his paw when spoken to. j exhibition of it was soou suspended. 

Our after-attempts to force bim with the I purposely refrain at present from making 
liqnid were even less successful than the any observations on the case,—they will 
first, His resistance was most determined, better belong to a work which i have in cou- 
He never, indeed, attempted to horn either temptation, although it probably will not 
me or^my jasialaut; but he seized the appear until u far distant period: in the 
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tion which 1 had never before witnessed. . 
The trachea wax seemingly unaffected, tad > 
also the intestines; hut the pleura of the 
lungs had the patchy character so often Men 
in rabies. The brain waa one pulpy maw. 

'ibis experiment canuot be conudered a a 
elucidating any-thing decisive at to the 


-— — —J , uui no «ru«u lur 

butter-boat which we first used and crushed 
it to pieces ; and he attempted to catch at 
the spoon which was tlieu substituted. We 
could not contrive to get more than a third 
or fourth part into his mouth; that we re¬ 
tained there by forcibly holding up his head; 
but the spasm at the attempt to swallow 
became more and more horrible, and the 
exhaustion more complete at each attempt. 
1 would not pnrsue the experiment, except 
to exhibit to a few medical gentlemen this 
unusual similarity to the characteristic 
symptom of rabies in ttie human being. At 
the suggestion of one of them, 1 substituted 
water for the decoctiou, when the effect was 
precisely the same. Every symptom rapidly 
increased; the eyes became red, with the 
expression of anxious wildness; the chok¬ 
ing noise in respiration was greater; the 
heaving at the flanks became every hour 
more laborious, and was aggravated with 
every alarm, and almost ni every motion; 
the lower jaw hung down more, and the 
tongue ptotruded discoloured. He frequently 
approached the water, and gazed wishfully 
Ufwn it, and theu retreated, and returned 
again to it. His strength rapidly wasted ; 
and, on the morning of the 

<l*t, he reeled as he walked, and in the 
early part of the afternoon was unable to 
stand, i forced the medicine ouce more 
upon him, when the effect was similar in 
character, but the spasm not so violent. He 
staB knew me, and even when he could not 
rise faintly wagged bis tail, and after many 


mean time, 1 thought that a case bo uaueusl, 
standing almost alone ns it regards the dog, 
should not be altogether withheld ft ora the 
medical public. 


nns. ti van and cordon smith. 
“ Audi nitersm partem." 


7b the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sib,—1 trust you will allow me to offer a 
few words in reply to Dr. Gordon .Smith's 
communications relating to me, which have 
recently appeared in your .Journal.. Had 
Dr. Smith adopted the usual course, which 
every candid man would have done. I should 
not be under the necessity of troubling you 
with this communication.' As many of your 
readers, however, have seen his letters only, 
and not my journal which has given rise to 
. L] '™> } owu «ny own character, espe¬ 
cially from the tenor oJ his articles in your 
last Number, to explain the real came of the 
diferences between us. The fuels then are 
us follow 

In the Medical and Surgical Journal for 
September, I, ns editor, made some com¬ 
ments on the uu-dical evidence of uU the 
witnesses who appeared at the inquest on 
the body of the unfortunate Miss Cashin, 
and among whom was Dr. Alexuuder Thom¬ 
son. Dr. Smith, though he had not the ac« 
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qUMUU* <f Pt, ThMM.lri* ki* <** 
rwterifti* in|Mt|wwt^> fVfhvi itto tb* 
a^ppaaontodup» my mwrhi « 
Dr. ThfaRaoirt oridjitM, tqtf uufattatfo 
far my Bast number, imparted hi# reply 
in yoar Journal; and not content with owr 
entififl discussion, b* deemed it proper to 
indulge in many sharp personalities agsinBt 
myself. It is right to atate tliat for ftaoy 
monthspreviously he and £ were in con¬ 
stant correspondence, eren to tbe day pre¬ 
vious to bis ottacls, when I received a mote 
from him, apprising me of the forthcoming 
.article, and assuring me that he intended it 
/for my journal, but that the partiea it moat 
[ concerned would have it in yours, Here 1 
i must observe, that Dr. Thomson, to whom 
he alluded, denies that the article was sent 
to yon under the circumstance* stated. Dr. 
Smith was well aware that 1 could scarcely 
find time to conduct my own periodical—a 
monthly one, much less contribute to yours— 
a weekly one; and under such circumstances 
I must maintain, that he, or whoever trans¬ 
ferred the article from my pages to yoors, 
acted uncourteously and unfairly, by en¬ 
deavouring to implicate me in a controver¬ 
sial oorrespoudeuce in your Journal, and not 
in my own, to which, according to profes¬ 
sional usage, the. article ought to hare been 
sent. Here I must pause and inquire, Wbat 
right bad Dr. Smith to comment upon my 
remarks, with which he had no concern, and 
more especially in a journal in which they 
hud uot appeared 1 He who had repeatedly 
professed the greatest reaped for my ad¬ 
vocacy and knowledge of forensic medicine, 
privately and publicly, to proclaim through 
your widely-circulated Journal, that 1 knew 
nothing about it. lie who addressed a let¬ 
ter to me to be read before the Medico- 
Dotamcal Society, when the noble and sci¬ 
entific president, Earl Stanhope, and dis¬ 
tinguished council, proposed me to the so- 
eiety as professor of toxicology, in which 
letter (and it was publicly read, though now 
denominated a private 'communication) is 
the following passage" If the expression 
of my opinion as to your eligibility can be 
of the slightest use to you, it is at your ser¬ 
vice in any shape, and 1 hope the day i» not 
far distant when we shall be fellow-labour 
erf, iu the strictest sense of the word, and 
for the benefit of society, in a department 
of aciBnce biiherto known olnioul (I grieve 
to say it) only to ourselves." Vet this is 
the writer who denies that 1 know any- 
thing upon the subject. 1 most expiuiu the 
cause of this very remarkable change iu 
opiniuu. 

A few days before the writer changed his 
mind, he requested my opinion on a memo¬ 
rial which In* was about to forwurd to the 
Apothecaries’ Company, on the necessity of 
enforcing the study of forensic medicine, 



ifertNKri, 
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&» faotofff «n fawwfa 
loads* heaidos bapwtt ito drift I 
not on farmer ooeesioal, 1 target € 
of Gil Bios aad the ArebWswp d 
and did suggest map? alteratioas, whfak my 
opponent admits, sad hinfi Wmiaekt |m*« 
He states, however, that be did wt adept 
til, or scarcely any of my alteration*; M fim 
is most true," but be adopted enough (fid 
it would hare been better bad be adopted 
, more) to enable me to affix my sigaafWa, 
j which I bad refused to affix to the original 
memorial. The declaration that a very few 
words of my version were adopted, because 
Dr. Smith had made a promise to that effect, 
very well accords with the former promise 
of giving the most candid and deferential 
attention to my alterations. The truth is, 
had 1 acted iu unison with uiy own feelings, 
1 should uot have signed the document at 
all; for 1 believed it an application which 
could have little, if any, influence on the 
Apothecaries’ Company; and that opinion is 
now verified by Dr. Smith. 

He states that 1 published his private 
communications; this accusation 1 have 
answered already, but must further remark, 
that no inducement whatever could justify 
me in so doing, not on my own account, but 
on his. This charge is so serious that it 
must he fairly met, however unpleasant to 
the feelings of both parties. Not one of 
Dr. Smith's letters, which contained liis 
laudatory phrases, was marked private or 
confidential; and even if these letters wore 
so marked, i ask any candid, honourable 
man, was I not justified in publishing ex¬ 
tracts which solely referred to myself, and 
expose the writer, who, under the mask of 
friendship, contradicted in public what be so 
often stated in private! Dr. Smith fell 
into a serious mistake, when he considered 
that he might play this double part towards 
me. His complimentary remarks were never 
sought by me. they flowed entirely from 
himself, and he ought to have recollected 
this, when he punned his vituperative ob¬ 
servations for your Journal. The fact is, 
and 1 record it with pain, l»d 1 published 
his private communications, ihfcy would 
place him and me iu a very unenviable situ¬ 
ation in the eyes of the profession, and in 
the eyes of some of the most scientific phy¬ 
sicians of this metropolis. No; the “ edi¬ 
torial guise,” so far as 1 am concerned, 
shall never he a shield for the protection of 
those who are fund of personality. The 
less therefore that is said ahqut private 
communications the better. 

In the October Number of the Medical 
and SuricinU Journal, I replied to Dr. 
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K letter, trod confuted every One 
• asfuiuats from hit own original 
t,dM from mtay other works of autho- 
riy, IWftead of extricating himself from 
Ajf : MMtma in which 1 have placed him, 
lnyhliibcs two letters, one proclaiming 
/’'iMj^P^itqaiintance' and mine had ceased 
*W* desire, the other about the emended 
memorial. He has forgotten however to 
state, that he had written to me after the 
publication of his tint letter, to which 
communication be received no answer, con¬ 
trary to the punctuality which I always had 
observed towards bim, and one would' think 
be ought to have discovered that our ac¬ 
quaintance had censed; yet several days 
afterwards he called on me, and renewed hi a 
large professions of friendship as usual, not¬ 
withstanding Ids letter in The Lancet, 
"which upon hiehonuurwasinteuded for my 
journal, and sent elsewhere contrary to his 
wish and consent.” I coolly informed him, 
that 1 had endeavoured to refute hia state¬ 
ments in my next N amber, chiefly from his 
own works. The journal appears' and then 
he writes the note dated 1st instant, inform¬ 
ing me that our acquaintance had cessed, 
though I had considered it at an end on de¬ 
clining to answer his letter received several 
days previously; and as this event is of such 
great public importance, be has recorded it 
in yonr pages. 

In the last Number of the Medical and 
Surgical Journal, Dr. Smith is refuted by 
himself; and there I bare defied him, and J 
now repeat the challenge, to cite one author 
out of ten thousand on forensic medicine, 
who supports the doctrines he defends 
in his first letter; and 1 repeat the ques-! 


publish two or three documents that wffl, 
you expect, upset all their supposed machi¬ 
nations. Now “ jobbers" Is, whether 
| justly or not applied, u very offensive tens, 
and if not justly applied, is further calum¬ 
nious and unwarrantable; I c no not, there¬ 
fore, avoid entering my protest against the 
use of such injurious language in the pages 
of your powerful periodical, as I believe you 
have ignorantly applied it to gentlemen who 
constitute the majority, aa the event will 
prove to you, 11 of the intelligent uud inde- 
pendeu(governors;” gentlemeu who, as you 
humanely hope, " will not fail to perform 
their duly to ihu subscribers and ufflicted 
poor.” Stauding on a very high eminence 
in the field of medical politics, and having 
your attention divided amongst multifarious 
avocations, it is not probable that you csu 
inform yourself accurately on a great variety 
of circumstances uud transactions, which 
would naturally furnish imilter for the criti¬ 
cal pen of the editor of Thf. Lancet j and it 
is quite impossible that your information in 
numerous instances on interesting questions, 
can be derived from personal observation or 
inquiry; and 1 am not more fully satisfied of 
tlie truth of the general position just stated, 
than 1 am of that of the particular fact—that 
with regard to the views nnd proceedings of 
the influential party of the trustees of the 
Westminster Hospital, you have been gross¬ 
ly misinformed. It is with this conviction 
that I call ou you, rb in one sense a trustee 
of the interests of " the subscribers and of 
the afflicted poor,” to suspend your judg¬ 
ment, or at any rate to hold your columns 
open with “ equal and indifferent justice to 
all parties.” It is inv intention, with your 


lion 1 asked him at parting, " Does lie se- i permission, again to address the pubiic "on 
rioasly believe there is one eminent phy- this subject, after I shall have read the do- 
sician or surgeon in this empire who agrees I cumentaof which you promise me the peru- 
with him in opinion !” Like all defeated i gal in your next' Number, Meanwhile I 
disputants, be has the usual recourse to the j respectfully request that you will insert 
argwmenfttm odAommem, ^not ar/rrro; this in your ueit Number, and that you 
buttbu kind of logic iB long since exploded, will believe me to he a sincere friend lo 
1 now call upon him to confute my argu- publicity, and a friend, us well us subscriber 
meats against his heterodox doctrines,! to The Lancet. 
either in my journal or in yours. 


Al. Rvav, M.D. 
Member of (be Hoys! fullest 0 f ! 
I'hysicuuu in London. i 
Ilatton Garden, Oct. Uth, lB3t). 


October 9th, IB30. 


C. 11. M. S. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of Tut. Lancet. 

Sia,-—ln your Number of this evening 
(October 9ib), I read a notice relative to 
the Westminster Hospital speciul general 
meeting of the fitfi instant, in which you. 
apply the term "jobbers” to one of the 
parties, and threaten or rather promise to 


DERBYSHIRE INFIRMARY. 

CASE OF ELLEN COPE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—In offering a few observations on 
aoMne, the report of which j* contained in 
your la«t N umber under the head of " Derby 
Infirmary,” I beg to stale that I had an op¬ 
portunity of seeing the patient daily, from 
the time of her admission to her death; and 



CASE Of ELLEN COPE. 


> *• the minutes ®f ti be owe, tad post-mortem 
■ppearames, war* recorded without «n 
ww» their being rendered thus public, l 
transcribe tbemfom my ease-book as they 
there stand ; in order that they may not be 
regarded u “ cooked up for The Lahcet,” 
or biassed in their detail* by a partiality 
which might lessen their olaims to fidelity. 

Ca>e. 

Ellen Cope, «tat. 45, admitted Sept. 14, 
1830, has a large and defined tumour in the 
abdomen, the upper and right aide of which 
ia hard and irregular; single woman; baa 
menstruated regularly; general health does 
not appear much affected; says that she 
first perceived the swelling about two years 
ago, which has now attained an enormous 
size, giving to the ubuoraen the appearance 
of that of a woman far advanced in preg¬ 
nancy : has a large bronchocele, which has 
been forming for the last four years. 

Hob. pit. hydrarg. c. rhao, ij, o. n. 

Common diet. 

17. Ordered to >ub in the unguentum 
bvdriodatis potassa; every night over the 
abdomen. 

21. Has slight heodacb, apparently from 
indigestion. 

22. Headachbetter; pergnt. 

21. Was attacked this morning with nn 
epileptic fit, which recurred whilst I was in 
the hospital ; ibis attack was preceded by 
acute pain in the back, and sickness ; pulse 
slow and feeble; tongue clean, but the 
breath is offensive ; never hud any-thing of 
tiie kind befor>*. Discontinue the ointment. 

25. Had a lit this morning ; symptoms as 
yesterday. 

26. After another epileptic attack she 
died rather suddenly. 

Autopsy, twelve hours after death. 

Head-— There is a slight effusion of trans¬ 
parent fluid between the arachnoid and pia 
mater; about half an ounce of similar fluid, 
contained in the mvitv of the arachnoid, 
collected towards the base ol the skull; no 
thickening of the arachnoid tunic, or deposits 
upon its surface; on lowering the head, a 
small quantity of serous liquid escaped from 
the Bpinal canal; about a lea-spoonful was 
found in the ventricles. 

Thorax. —The lungs were generally' of a 
dork-colour, and excessively gorged with 
blood; on cutting into their substance n 
quantity of frothy fluid escnped, with which 
the bronchi appeared tilled, and which flow¬ 
ed copiously from the mouth. The left lung 
appeared in some parts impervious to air 
from excessive congestion ; the heart and 
large arteries were healthy; the venous 
•ide of the circulation was generally loaded 
with dark-coloured blood, of which a con¬ 
siderable quantity was contained ia all the 
cavities of the heart. 


Abdomen.— Th* ttociseka$4itiM|Hf 
fiiijjvhMkby*tot*<ni i|iisMjM |PBli 
oom coat «u fend iiiij 
toward* the cardiac 

generally minutely injected* TkOoamSm 
cent were apparently healthy. AwNER 
to the uterus was M normoq* m| 
about two feet in circumference, ri f ri ghts * 
the abdomen, end occupying th* situ a tio n 
of the womb during the latter month* of 
gestation; two other turnons* aiaiila*i* 
texture, but not larger than * walnut* pro¬ 
jected into the uterine cavity, covered only 
by its lining membrane. These tumours 
were formed in the substance of the walls of 
the uterua, which were expanded over the 
larger one for some distance unaltered m 
texture, but became gradually attenuated, 
so os not to be distinguished from the peri¬ 
toneum, which likewise invested it. In 
structure these tumours very nearly resem- 
bled cow’s udder, having all the characters 
of the mammary sarcoma of Abeme£y. 
The ovaries were healthy, but the two 
layers of peritoneum forming their broad 
ligaments were separated by a small quan¬ 
tity of clear fluid. 

Such, Sir, is the case, and such the poet- 
mortem appearances, which seemed to 
Philanthropist sufficiently important to de¬ 
mand that the treatment adopted should be 
submitted to a coroner’s jury as one in 
which the patient had been labouring under 
intense inflammation of tbe mucous mem¬ 
brane of the stomach, without its having 
been detected by her medical attendant; 
but 1 would just hint, that had Philanthro¬ 
pise known a little more about the appear¬ 
ances frequently presented by that organ, 
it would have saved him and some other 
literati of Derby much uneasiness, to which 
their anxious care for the welfare of the pa¬ 
tients in the Derby Infirmary has, no doubt, 
given me. 

To remove therefore the impression, that 
wherever a “ crimson stomach” is found, 
acute inflammation of that viscus has ne¬ 
cessarily been the cause of death, even 
where a succession of epileptic fits hod oc¬ 
curred prior to the decease of the patient, 

[ will briefly refer to one or two authors 
from whom it may bo learned that this ia 
not the first case in which the stomach has 
been found of a crimson lint, without such 
a state being indicated during life; but, 
first, 1 will say a few wot da upon the lumi¬ 
nous report whirh has called for these re¬ 
marks. At a specimen of tbe candour of 
this gentleman, u is only necessary to point 
out that the fits, tbe immediate cause of the 
womans death, are not mentioned ! in proof 
of liia voracity, I would remark that the 
statement that’ the woman " was extremely 
sick for a day or two before her death, in 
short, that notbiug would stay upon her 


Sr MR. WAUFORO'ARP tHE LONOOS HOSPITAL PUPILS. 


> AW. 6h« .tat.4 the 

v WMMd hw - W (and cwHtoty with mack 
,, imtakllilj)HiH iiw bad MHO >ona l»n»- 
liiwilatu “lay wry kaarjupoa 
Jtoretoamfa," nor did we ever complain of 
fiMfili|htniit pnn or tendency on pressure 
M« applied over the abdomen. 

> f*ow proceed to the question* propound- 
•4 by this reporter tor elucidation W h«t 
moled tbs inflammation, wul *by were bo 
remedies used lo subdue it 1 The inflam¬ 
mation, or rather the suspicion ofiuflsmms- 
titm. arose in the ignorance of Philanthro¬ 
pist, and means wete not used to combat it, 
because it had no other existence. In con* 
elusion# for the benefit of Philanthropist n 
particular, and of the governors of our In¬ 
firmary in general, 1 will refer to autliors 
from whom aotne remarks on this important 
sabjact may be extracted. In Boyer’s Tratit 
tF Anatomic, we find the following salu¬ 
tary caution“ Le grand nombre do vaie- 
seaua qui se distrihueul dans eelte tunique 
(la reknrtfc) lui domic souvent une couteur 
prmrprt obscur $ e’est a quoi il faut faint la 
plus grande attention lursqu’on eat chargi 
de faire IVxamen des corps de peraonnea 
que Von soup^onne mortes de poison." 

lit the 44 Medico-CbirurgicarTransac- 
lions,” rol.iv, we find recorded twenty suc¬ 
cessive post-obit examinations of patients 
dying in the London Hospital between the 
1st of April, 18121, and the iJTtli of May in 
the new year, in which the mucous mem¬ 
branes of tlte stomach* were found in ull 
states of * *«;«lari ly, from the rosy tiut 
/given by liichat and Cloquet as the most 
natural appearance) to shades of *our»et and 
even crimson, without such a state being at 
ail indicated by symptoms during life; in 
this valuable paper, written by Dr. Yelloly, 
the result of that gentleman’s observation 
is stated »-» follows;-*-" Iu the villous coat 
of the stomach. appeurances of vasculu- ful¬ 
ness, whether florid or dark-coloured, in dis¬ 
tinct veaaels, or in extravasation of various 
sixes, are not to b« regarded M unequivocal 
barks of disease; fckcv occur in every va¬ 
riety of degree and character, under every 
cicemaetause of previous indisposition, and 
in situations where the most healthy aspect 
of Li* organ might be fairly expected. It 
would be useless to multiply authorities. 1 
refer to the book last quoted for Ml in' 
formation ‘oa the point under eonetdera- 
tion, and merely hiut that the 44 crimson 
stomach’ 1 is not 44 put uuder the sod” as 
Philutliropist asserts, hut still remains a 
monument ef his iguoraoce, bettor worthy of 
being oouoealed hy silence, than of standing 
emblazoned on the pages of your eaten- 
si rely circulated Journal.—I aw, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

T. R. Jonh. 

D«by»Oct,6,1830. 


MR. WAL70RD Ago TOR PU*j|J OT Till 
LONDON UOSffTAL. 

“ There ’«never sry of these demure boy* cattl 
to any proof: fur thin drink, and making many fifth 
meats, firth lo rnol their Wood, that they tall told * 
kind of male greett sickness; and then, when they 
merry, they get wenches; they are generally fools 
and cowards.”—SHJ vkwiask. 

To the Editor of Tut Lawcxt. 

Sir,—I was advised to foibear ackOoyr- 
ledging the favour of the Whitechapel mani¬ 
festo, on the grounds of tlio insignificance of 
the declarants, and the helplessness of their 
idol. 4 ‘ Wliat must the priests be where 
the god is a monkey 1” was the traveller’s 
reply to a question after the tythe legion of 
a Pagan people. 1 should certainly adopt 
the advice, were it not for some peculiarities 
in a letter from the innocents of White¬ 
chapel. 

In the letter which provoked the wrath 
of the 44 harmless little men," I made 
honourable mention of Sir W. Blisard; him 
did 1 blaspheme, as well is vituperate Mr. 
Headington: why, theiefore, did they not 
defend the knight as well as the squire ? I 
can solve the problem- Of the eight-and- 
thirty, who have so handsomely done Mr. 
Heailington’s business, and set him up with 
a character, a few will present themselves 
for examination during the presidency of 
the object of their lick-spittle adulation ; 
and, should some trembling idiot break 
down, does be not hope that the remem¬ 
brance of his servility will stand him in 
good stead ? Of course he does. 

I perfectly agree with the thirty-and- 
eight, that no man has aright to defame the 
chnractor of another, because be differs iu 
opinion ; and I ask these discerning youths, 
if there is no difference between the record 
of a feet and n defamatory falsehood 1 They 
feel a pride in being under such a master} 
of coarse t’ney do, and doubtless the master 
is proud of aueh pupils; the pleasure is re¬ 
ciprocal, and the pupils are worthy of their 
preceptor. They say they flatter themselves 
that Mr. Headiugtoa'f differing in opinion 
from me is the sole cause of my hostility tq 
him. In this they do Jlaittr tlreuHetves, 
and that is all. I pronounced Mr. lletd- 
ingtoa's degradation, not because his opi¬ 
nions were opposed to mine, but that his 
principles are. Mr. Headington lias long 
het-n a member of a body whose acts have 
ever been opposed to the best interests of 
the profession and humanity; whose law* 
are the dictates ef a sordid love of gain ; 
and whose gains are the fruit* of the moat 
unprincipled rapacity. 

The thirty-eight weep over my keetdriy 
to Sir William Blizard, and Mutest than- 



XRYHPELA&V-UTERWS HEMORRHAGE, 


ul*m with ptaaly wishing fat tier? maa 
W pofa«, atllaeiy-two, fa * Bind fa 
iatoHwt” of tbstafr*WUo« examiner. Ufa 
wish is a gfa 0$, fat, Considering 'fa 
wfabok of to eight -and- thirty, I marvel 
.fa they dwj. 1 wish every member 
of tfat Mofemioo tfa hnrglrt’i ** soundness 
of fad fa iateifact” daring the whole Of' 
tow natural Hre». The 44 sound rbm of; 
mind »ed intellect'* at the thirty-and-eight, 
even 8ir William need not envy. 1 * e with 
for the mental prostration at their follow 
creator** all the sympathy fay can bestow 
on fa sorrows of Sir Wi'Uism 1 Is s wish 
fat everv men of oiaety-two assy he so week 
&s Sir William, aM the pity they can bestow 
on a poor old man 7 I am nahamed of them. 
Even Sir William, were he young enough, 
would blush hr his apologists. They offiita 
that they would not be ashamed to advocate 
* medical coroner; perhaps not, for as fay 
are not ashamed of themselves, it is very 
dear fay could not be ashamed of any¬ 
thing, Why do they not any, that Kite 
their master they would be afraid to sup¬ 
port one ? 

They are not happy in their tail piece. 
Were it not better to adopt an alteration, 
and, instead of tacking it to Sir William, 
apply it to themselves? For instance,— 

“ If raeh the mom, bow dull the eve mast be." 

I am, Sir, your faithful servant, 

W. AllGVSTCS WAt.rORD. 

October 9lh, 1850. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

October, 1830. 


TREATMENT OF RRYSIPRI.AS.—SUFPnESatON 
OF UTR8INK H A.MOBRiUGK. 

This Society resumed ita sittings on fa 
last Monday in September, bat so qaivtly, 
that we were not, at fa time, aware they 
had again commenced. On attending ibis 
evening, Oct. ll tb, the discussion proved to 
be a continuation of fat with which fa 
meeting on fa previous evening bad closed, 
when a caee of erysipelas of the face was 
Mad, in which puncturing, with fa exhi¬ 
bition of opium and ammonia, had produced 
a favourable result. Some of fa gentlemen 
then present hod given fair testimony in 
favour of, and some against, the practice of 
making punctures; and according to fair 
several views u £ fa evening cause of ery¬ 
sipelas, a variety of treatment was recom¬ 
mended. Many of the members now detailed 
ether treatment which fair experience had 
determined to be successful,and this,as com¬ 
monly happens, was- very various. Opium 
was recommended and condemned; the 



acetate of lead, at a lotto, 
eed depreciated; quinine sad i 
extolled sad censured ; tad after n 
plana had been declared both a 
injurious, as circa instances sa 
rant, tartcrieed antimony, and antimony.* 
teraated with the liquor potaasm, fa 
finally referred ft » very adr a n tn g a onn mud 
rational modes of subduing the ’ 

A letter wae afterwards read from Hr. 
Samuel Mile#, of Runcorn,» Chea btofa 
the svbjest of a new belt for fa euppreaefa 
of uterine Wmmowhege; the fatter faMMtii* 
dressed to Dr. Merrimen, by wiraai it waalaid 
before the Society, together with the appft* 
ratus to which it referred. Mr. Miles static 
that he was a pupU of Dr. Merriman in 181?* 
and communicated hi* design to the Doctor 
as a mark of bis regard. The tetter briefly 
stated, that it lad been the writer's lot to 
see ao many fatal cases of uteriae iiwaor- 
rhage, that he hod turned hie attention to 
the beat mode of arresting it. External and 
equal pressure appearing to he the meat 
rational, though but ill effected by the em¬ 
ployment of books, towels, pillows, and the 
lianda, he had designed the present instru¬ 
ment, which he begged to distinguish as 
"Miles’s uterine tourniquet.” It consisted of 
a belt nine or ten inches broad, to be fastened 
round the hips with straps and buckles, per¬ 
mitting pressure to be made on the abdomen 
by meuns oi a circular plate, also nine or ten 
iuches in diameter, covered with leather, 
over tho centre of which were a brass frame 
and screw, permitting the pleasure to be 
increased or diminished at pleanure. The 
apparatus might be regarded as a common 
tourniquet on On extended scale. 

Dr. Mkrkimav, on being asked for hia 
opinion of its efficacy, stated, that he had 
only had the opportunity of placing it an 
Itis own body, which, however, bad enabled 
him to ascertain, that it was capable of ex¬ 
erting great pressure, but whether sufficient 
to restrain uterine hamiorrhage or not, ho 
could net mU ; certainly, unless the uterus 
were empty, pressure either by fat or any 
other means could be of no use. There 
was, be thought, one essential objection to 
the instrument; if the haemorrhage began 
before the bandage was resorted to, fa 
attempt to place it on the patient would 
very probably do more barm toa the good 
which could afterwards result from its use. 

It would net be easy to put it oa and buckle 
the straps without raising fa woman, ,« 
very dan genius proceeding at the beat. Thar 
only case in which it could be useful would 
be where it renkl he known beforehand that 
fa patient was liable to profuse hsrmor- 
rhage in child fad. To any female of that 
kind it wuuld be serviceable. 

It was objectod by Mr, Kixr.noN, fa 1 
the compressing pad did sot descend suffix 
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y below the level of the circumscribing 
ti'to Stake the pressure effective on the 
v .. .1 at present the strain would be 

Vflfaoft ptmally made on the bones of the pel- 
'.***> Hr. Kingdon mentioned a belt made by 
m poor woman, which was worn before 
#?«y, and effectively tightened imme- 
ely after by strings, attached for that 
rose. Dr. ft(.tcar. bore testimony to its 
jh&Matages. Mr. Den ox considered that 
Hr. Miles’ instrument, by compressing the 
uterus between the pod aud the promontory 
of the sacrum, would prevent, and not 
waist, the action of its muscles. The sub¬ 
ject led to a discussion of the merits of the 
various modes in use for suppressing haemor¬ 
rhage of the uterus. Dr. Blicke thought 
plugging of the uterus and vagina the most 
effectual; Mr. Browne extolled the cold 
affusion ; Mr. Shesrley, the acetate of lead; 
Mr. Waller, bandaging, if it were only for 
the comfort it afforded ; and Dr. Welshman, 
the insertion into the uterus of a Bponge and 
tape, after clearing out all coagula, keeping 
the sponge in the uterus three or four duys. 


LAWS RELATING TO THE PROFES- 
SION OF MEDICINE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sm,— -Permit me, through your medium, 
to draw the attention of the profession to a 
subject of the greatest importance: it ha* 
been frequently stated, and is pretty gene¬ 
rally believed, that the ltoyal College of 
Surgeons has no power to hinder any indi¬ 
vidual from practising for his own benefit; 
this however is erroneous; and to prove 
this 1 will quote a passage from n work just 
published, and which should be in the posses¬ 
sion of every medical man* It is from Mr. 
Willcnck’s truly valuable treatise on “ The 
Laws relating to the Medical Profession,” 
6tc.; and at page 82, sect It, is the follow¬ 
ing 

“ Every person, except a physician, how- 
ever learned or skilful he may be. is liable 
to a penalty of 51. for every time wherein he 
may practise surgery within tfie cities of 
London or Westminster, or within seven 
miles of London, for his private, lucre or 
profit, before lie has been admitted to prac¬ 
tise by the College of Surgeon*; one half of 
this penalty is given to the king, aud the 
other to the public use of the commonaliy 
or society; and the masters or governors for 
the time being are empowered to recover 


• Vide Charter, 15 Ang. 5 Car, 1. clause 9. in 
sorted in the same work, p. Ml. 


the same by action in any court held within 
the city of London.” “ I am not aware,”- ob¬ 
serves Mr. Wilicock, “ that aoy proceed¬ 
ings have ever been instituted under this 
clause of the oharter of Charles the First, 
which is, by way of reference, incorporated 
in the act 18 Geo. II. c. 15, by section 8.t 
And there may be some doubt whether, not¬ 
withstanding the words of that section, such 
penalty can be recovered in any manner, 
except by an action in o court of record, or 
other public court of the country; for al¬ 
though the charter proposes to give the cor¬ 
poration the power of distress, such power 
cannot he exeroised without making (he 
College both judge and party, and giving 
some, or the whole, of the members of it, 
authority to hear ami decide in their own 
cause, which neither the charter nor the 
statute pretends to give them, and which 
Lord Holt has said the Legislature cannot 
give.” 

“ Every person, except a physician, how¬ 
ever competent he may be, is liable to the 
penalty of five pounds for every month 
duiing which he may continue to practise 
surgery in any part ot England, except Lon¬ 
don and Westminster, and seven miles 
around the former city, unless lie hus been 
admitted by the College of Surgeons, or «p- 
proved of by the ordinary, or, in bis ab¬ 
sence, by the vicar-general of hia diocese, 
and the other appointed persons by 3 II. u. 
c. 11. The proceedings under this act 
against a persou practising surgery nre 
similar to those which may be instituted by 
a common informer agaiust an unqualified 
physician.” 

This being the case, and from a perusal 
of the act of 18 Geo. II. c. 15, and of the 
charter of the 22d of March, 40 Geo. ill., 

I find the above, together with divers other 
privileges, confirmed in the most positive 
manner; and although the president aud 
council of the Royal College of Surgeona 
have hol yet thought proper to put these pe¬ 
nalties into force (which in the case of some 
empirics thut could be named they ought), 
yet I, ss an humble member of the pro¬ 
fession, consider it to be ray duly to give 
this information, and thus afford those lia¬ 
ble to the penalties, (he power of avoiding 
any actions which, from this work, it ap¬ 
pears the College has the power of insii- 
tuting against them. And thus let the old 
adage be borne in mind, that “ a preventi ve 
w better than a cure.” ^pd I would 
strongly advise every professional man to 
peruse ihe work in question, as it contains 
much judicious advice, combined with a 
mass of valuable medico-legal information. 

1 have to apologize for the length of this 
letter, but the subject would uot admit of 


+ Ibid. p. m. 
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cnrtaibnent, nd trusting to yonr kindne* to 
tdaiMfcfc in your Journal, 

I remain yours obediently, 

' <-V £. W. Dswuoasr, Sorg. 

Gromnor Terrace, Oct. 1830. 

Wo shall ssy a few words on the work of j 
Mr. Willcock in our next Number. Modi- 
oil law is now the universal topic. 11 is an 
error,however, to suppose that the College 
of Surgeons has the power to prevent un¬ 
qualified persons front practising surgery. 
The Corporation of Surgeons, which existed 
under the aet of 18 Geo. II., expired, or 
was dissolved, shoot 1790. The present 
College of Surgeons, therefore, is, compa* 
ratisely speaking, a new institution, and 
was founded under die charter granted by 
George III. That charter, as it bos not 
been confirmed by Act of Parliament, could 
not confer upon the members of the Council 
the privileges that were enjoyed by the 
Corporation under the Act of Geo. II. If; 
the College of Surgeons possess the powers 
which Mr. Willcock the barister has con¬ 
ceded to them, why did the Council apply 
for a protecting Act of Parliament in the 
year JBIG 1 The College took the best ad¬ 
vice on the subject. It was well understood 
that it had not the power to prevent the in¬ 
trusion amongst the public of unqualified 
surgeons; therefore it was anxious to obtain 
an act from the Legislature which should 
compel all persons who were about to practise 
surgery, to purchase a diploma from the 
College. Lord Gifford, the then attorney- 
general, und the present Lord Chancellor, 
the then solicitor-general, both stated as their 
decided opinion, that the College had no 
power over unqualified petitioners. Hence 
the application to Parliament; but the Le¬ 
gislature having, in 18JU>, been nauseated 
by the Apothecaries'Company, the members 
of the House of Commons, persons not pos¬ 
sessing the most Bound constitutions in the 
world, could not find stomachs for any more 
physic. The job therefore was rejected, 
and principally through the exertions of Sir 
Robert, at that time Mr., Peal. We want 
one, general, comprehensive law, which 
can be easily obtained if the members of 
tbe profession will only exert themselves in 
a proper way. We shall endeavour to assist 
forthwith in the goodly undertaking. 



London, Saturday, Oct. 16, I860? 

Upon a further inspection, we i 
inclined to give publicity to the docuauttt* 
referred to in our last number, cooeefilftg 
the affairs of the Wotxinitxb Hospi^jl, 
because they ore of a nature, to place the 
question upon too narrow a basis, and be¬ 
cause they involve many private matters 
which ought not to be introduced in the dis¬ 
cussion of an important public question. 

A Correspondent, whose letter we insert 
at page 108, takes exception to the term 
“jobbers,” which we applied to the pro¬ 
moters of the scheme for rebuilding the 
hospital at Charing Cross. The expression 
is certainly a harsh one, and the more so 
because it is felt to be appropriate by the 
persons for whom it was intended. At tho 
Bame time we are most willing to confess 
(hat it would be scandalous if we were to 
insinuate, even for an instant, that the 
whole party of Trustees, who advocate the 
removal of the hospital from its present site, 
are influenced by any motive other than a 
most ardent desire to uphold the best inv¬ 
ests of the charity. It is not right to impute 
improper intentions to any governor who 
may support ihe proposition for removing the 
hospital to Charing Cross, even if it should 
be demonstrable that his own private inter¬ 
ests would bo materially benefited thereby. 
Neither is such evidence conclusive that 
the undertsking would be detrimental to the 
poor, prejudicial to the public interests, or 
unjust towards the founders of the hospital. 
The reasons that ore advanced on both sides 
of the question should be carefuliy consider¬ 
ed, and imputations upon motives ought to 
be studiously avoided ; but an opinion deli¬ 
vered on either side of tbe question, if un¬ 
supported by argument, should not have 
greater weight ia decidiug tbe question, 
than a mere si!«:it vote.* What, then, are 
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oo to Charing Crow, of yoiqg gttdemeo* wUUtthepapiU thorn- 
»e in the smouutof mIhu, thus eoUodrf by the mtrjnBJhg 
refore, tLo hospital on* meroMtiy bjr-Uwj of Mt cotteget mA 
ccommodoto « larger medical companies, an utterly meapsM* 
mber of patient*; and,— acquiring that information of which they 

to%. That the removal is likely to jMj to* *> muuuiyin aowch, aad for wtoafc 
attended by a eery couaiderable increwo in, sadetrly p«f. The pwwn, A***- 
the number of medical atudenti. fbw, have little reawn for believing that 

A very few words will be sufficient to the unfortunate patients will be benefited 
show, tliat the argument* in support of Abb by converting tlseir iipspitu! into a 44 large" 
laat proposition, if they bare any weight at medical school, and even the medical «ft- 
all, press decidedly against the project* cert themselves must admit, if they apeak 
ed removal; for the scheme contemplates tr uly, that, with regard to affindiug ade* 
neither more nor less than the conversion qutite clinical instruction to the student, the 
of a Hospital, eBtablbhed in Westminster pupil* of the Westminster are already suffi- 
for the benefit of the poor in its immediate ciently numerous; for it were idle and mon¬ 
vicinity, into a medical school in the neigh- strous to suppose that a hundred and fifty, 
bourliood of Charing Cross, for the benefit of or two hundred gentlemen, can approach 
the medical officer*. The treasury of the bos- m ar enough to the bed of a patieut to hear 
pital possesses 74,000/. of funded property, either questions or answers, or even to ob* 
Now we oak,—Was this money bequeathed tain, in tlie majority of instances, a glimpse 
to the necessitous sick poor, or to the projec- of the characters of the disease under Lreat- 
tora of a medical school? Aanooue will nieut. Hence, if the medical officers were 
liave the temerity to contend that the terras men of talent, regular iu their attendance, 
of any one of the bequests refer, in the aud punctual in the delivery of judicious corn- 
most distant manner, to the latter underlet- mentaries, on the dismses und their treat¬ 
ing, the appropriation of even five pounds meut, the Westminster , from the very cif- 
ofthe hospital funds to such a purpose, would cumstance of its having only such a number 


be a precedent of most dangerous tendency, of pupils as are enabled to see the sick, to 
—would be such an outrageous perversion hear the lecturer, and observe the effects of 
of the intentions of the benevolent donors, the remedies given to each patient without 
that it might not only prove destructive to obstruction or molestation, it might oe eg- 
the exist ng property of the charity, but teemed the beat, the most efficient, hospital 
might prevent all future subscriptions, by for clinical instruction in tbis metropolis, 
causing a just apprehension of a want of dis- Enough has been advanced, then, to demon- 
cretion and capacity in the truateea. strate tliat the interests of the public, as 

from the "whole tenor of the discussions connected with rhe education of medical 
which have taken place in this Journal upon student?., and the comfort of tire unfortunate 
the subjects of hospital disciplineaud medi- patients, ns affected by the inconveniences 
cal education, we hope it will he admitted arising from a large medical school, loudly 
tb*t we have not, on any one occasion, been dm und that the hospital should be re* 
unmindful of the- interests of medical stu- erected ju its present situation. 

hut Ire have never yet been enabled The arguments by which it ia endeavour- 
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obstura*neighbourhood, it wifi b« to prove t nccebi i t y far 
MXBl&eraily supported, t»d, consequently, Westminster. Large hospitals, itSesnil 
Ibetitwiil be enabled to relieve a numerous known from painful experience, are odraa- 
uumi&ig* of patients. Ohcttre neighbour- ttgeoos, comparatively, neither to padeett 
hooi 4 . Why it it situated in the high road nor to pupils. The talked of “jaaetm/* 
from the western part of the county—from therefore, between the two institutions is, 
Chelsea, Putney, Hampton, Hammersmith, we trust, a mere idle rumour. Charing 
Kensington, and Knigbtsbridge ?—Why it Croat doubtless willhare its hospital without 


i« situated ia the high road from Hyde Park the removal of the Westminster, and sail 
Corner to the Houses of Parliament, to the is a spot whereon no hospital has stood for 
Abbey and the Courts of Law!—Why this so many centuries, why has it become necee- 
“ obscure ” hospital in an “ obscure neigh- sary that two should be erected there all at 
bourbood,” is within a hundred and fifty once? In truth, any hospital is less required 
yards of the King’s Palace, upon which a there now than it was some few years since, 
million of money has just been expended, as the foul courts and alleys have been all 
In this situation, according to the annus) swept sway iu effecting those splendid im- 
re ports of the governors, according to the provemeuts, which are every-wherc ubaerv- 
yearly gratulatory addresses of some of those able in that neighbourhood. The West* 
very gentlemen who are now so boisterous minster Hospital at present stands upon 
in their demands for a removal, it has exist- its own ^freehold ; but, if erected at Char¬ 
ed and flourished one hundred and eleven ring Cross, it will incur a ground-rent, 
years; it has relieved upwards of two bun- we hear, of eight hundred pounds per 
died thousand diseased poor persons; it has 
accumulated seventy-four thousand pounds 
of funded property, and there are twenty 
thousand pounds which hove been liberally 
subscribed by the public for rebuilding the 
hospital. In the same reports u bus been in¬ 
variably alleged that, ia the management of 


annum l is this just? it it politic, thus 
to swallow up four-fifths of the present 
annual contributions in rent, when the 
whole might he reserved, und employ¬ 
ed in adding to the comforts of th.* 
afflicted patients? 1 he hospital cau be 
erected upon its own ground, in g situation 


the farms of the charity, there has been no that will prove far less noisy than near 
jobbing, no peculation, that the patients Chaudos Street * ami, as to salubrity, 
have been most scientifically and liberally there is no companion between the two 
treated, aud, in a word, that there has not places, for it is now at the very border of 
been a better conducted hospital in London, the Faik. The medical officers .have never 
Under these circumstances it really would yet complained to the pub.ic, that e(ys«j>e- 
appear that none but the ignorant or the de- las, hospital gaugreuv, and hospital tevir, 
signing would basard the welfare of the urecommouiu the wa-dsof the “old iV est- 


poor.by demanding forthisinstitution anew minster.” It has spr.adno couiagious da 
situation. But, it is contended, that were eases in the neighbourhood, aud th s«* eir 
it erected at Charing Cross, it would be cumsl&ncrs aflbrd strung groi.xuis fur be- 
entitled to support double the number of lievin^;, that as far as pure air i- to be on* 
parents. Fudge! The persons who urge Coined in this metropolis, there .s no hos,-i* 

I * 




>'Spited. ' 

- fvm the considerations which we here 
lien briefly enumerated, we confidently 
hopr wid expect, tint the governors will 
feiifcfanydischarge their duty to the poor, 
the*public, and the profession, by re-erect¬ 
ing the hospital upon the freehold estate, 
which they hold in trust for the benefit of 
the institution. 


INQUEST AT nAMPTOS. 

Ur. Jewel has addressed a note to us 
in which he denies that he approves of the 
employment of considerable force in the 
practice of midwifery. Mr. Jewel will 
excuse us for inviting his attention to the 
following evidence* 

Ann Kllman. Mr. Bowen used his in¬ 
struments with very great force j be put 
bis back against the wall, and hia feet 
against the bed, and pulled with a napkin 
with all his force. Something then gave 
way; the sound was like a bit of stick break¬ 
ing, and the witness saw a child's arm pull¬ 
ed off. 

Mary Ann Elliot. —Mr. Bowen asked 
for the boot-hook, which he used, placing 
his feet against the bed, and pulling with 
violence. 1 saw him take off both arms; 
one lie pulled off. 

Sarah Ciulman. When the arm came 
off, be had got a napkin round it, and was 
pulling very hard, and witness said, “ The 
Lord have mercy on us.” 

GtORcr. Jewel examined. Do you think 
that Mr. Bowen acted properly in this case 1 
—I DO.” 

Ibis is the way to strip evidence of its 
useless verbiage. 


Practical Observations on I^urorrhrra, 
FluorMbus, or “ Weakness,* with Cases 
illustrative of a new mode of Treatment. 
By Geoboe Jewel, Surgeon, &c. Lon¬ 
don : Wilson. 1330. 8vo. pp. 108. 

Or all the “ new ” works it has ever been 
our melancholy duty to examine, this affords 
the most instructive specimen of the craft 

* Lancet, No. 371, page 76. 


ON USUCORRHCEA. 

and mystery of writing:«Mu Throughout 
its one hundred and eight page* we «rt pro- 
pared to prove that the author oas paly Hjf. 
claim to two ideas peculiar to himself; the 
first of which if, that local irritation, deter¬ 
mination, or inflammation, ie the immediate 
exciting cause of leueorrhoea; the second, 
that the application of the eolution of nitrate 
of silver is a specific by which, under all ita 
forms, it may invariably be cured. Within 
this narrow space resides every merit of the 
treatise, notwithstanding all that has been 
said and sung in its celebration; and even 
in these two points we have some reason to 
believe that priority of printing is the utmost 
to which he can pretend, for we have long 
known the nitrate of silver to be used os an 
injection in this disease, and we also know 
that the exciting cause was ascribed to local 
irritation or inflammation, by a great num¬ 
ber of practitioners, long before Mr. Jewel 
favoured the public with his views on the 
subject. Inexperienced authors will doubt¬ 
less imagine that out of such a meagre text 
it must have been difficult to construct a 
book of Beemly dimensions, and certainly 
no little credit is due to the artist in the 
present instance, for the success with which 
he has spuu out his grain of gold into a 
lengthened wire. We admit that even after 
an attentive perusal we are still ignorant of 
his method of amplification, the distinguish¬ 
ing characteristics of which are, a very bad 
atyleof composition, and numerous ill-di¬ 
gested opinions and statements, which it 
would not be very easy for the author to 
justify, were the critic to press him hard for 
his defence. 

On the source of the increased secretion 
Mr. Jewel's book affords no information de¬ 
rived from the author’s own necrotomic in¬ 
spections, but he has contrived to perplex 
the subject a little by expressing the follow¬ 
ing opinion, which be presently disproves in 
a most satisfactory manner. “ 1 believe,” he 
says at p. 9, “ that the discharge seldom 
issues from the uterine cavity w hile at p. 
39, we find him noticing the following im¬ 
portant data, from which we believe his 
first conclusion can scarcely be legitimately 
derived. “ Here,” be proceeds, ** it may be 
necessary to state that M. Blattin examined 
the bodies of twenty-four females who died 
from excessive leueorrhoea! discharge, with 



JEWEL ON tfONQRRJHEAV 


* rkm of ttwrtainiog the mt of tbo dia- 
eaaev^ la nia* oftfaaie cstos, the morbid 
secretion «t« fouadto arise from thettferev 
in thirteen from ike neck of the menu and 
▼agios, tod in two from the fallopian tubes. 
At p. 34, Mr. Jewel allude® to 5d. Liafrano’a 
operatioa of the removal of * part of the 
cervix uteri when affected With carcino¬ 
matous disease; he mentions the report 
communicated to the Academic lloyale of 
forty cases of opetstion, three of which only 
terminated fatally ; yet a few lines further 
on he states, as an objection to excision, 
that " the operation gives a shock to the 
Bystem sufficient in itself to destroy life. 

In his enumeration of remedies, he omits 
the cubebs, which, by report at least, have 
been tried with great success in this disease 
lie also commits the pharmaceutical error of 
prescribing together the carbonate of potass 
and sulphate of magnesia, as the bnais of 
an effervescing draught. We declare with 
regret, that, from all these circumstances we 
cannot recommend the book to the notice 
of the profession. As wo have already stated, 
all that is valuablo in it resides in bo narrow 



•a papular eruptions, 1 
thn^dftttBOTiww51y,«H^ 
mar disease, whan u baa 1 

severe or protracted, and tap_ 

occurred during utero-gestation, 
writer* has stated his belief, that as V 

sound surfaces remain, to which the i_ 

has been applied, no dbcondary aymptoaapfn 
specific character follows, that in feet no poi¬ 
son is formed, it would therefore appear, 
that in order to the production of secondary 
symptoms, the mucous surface atfMt M 
broken, or that there necemrily must exist a 
gonorrhoeal sore or excoriation, in which case 
the matter would be absorbed into the sys¬ 
tem . U pon this point of the subject I would 
remark, that 1 have always been carefully 
minute in my inquiries into the history of 
such cases, and tint in the majority I have 
not succeeded in ascertaining that a sore 
had been detected at any period of the dis¬ 
ease, although the fact of the gonorrhoeal 
complaint had been most readily admitted. 
1 hove so often observed secondary symp¬ 
toms following gonorrhoea in pregnant wo¬ 
men, that I have long since thrown aside all 
doubt upon the subject, and have for several 
years invarinbly hud recourse to the altera¬ 
tive action of mercury, as in the exhibition 
of the hydr. cum creta, with ■ *riew of sus¬ 
pending the disease, uud preventing secon- 
a compass, that with the exception of a few! dary symptoms from taking place.'* 
illustrative cases, it would scarcely form an! The annexed case of gonoirhoei, *• cured ’* 
admissible article for any journal of re- j by the nitrate of silver, we think is highly 
pute. Of the practical value of the nitrate of; deserving the attention of practical men. 
silver, we canoffer no opinion, and its utility j “ Dec. 9. A. R., a poor woman, 25 years 
can alone be proved by extensive clinical of age, states, that she has been infected 
experiments. with gonorrkea about three weeks. The 

We are glad, Imwerer, that under the ^r.tion U highly acrid, and there 

° . , * * ,. «•, is a glandular enlargement in the right 

name cover, (l>ou S H nor.part of hra Prac-1 groin , Tll , lining me “ nbram . of , ha um f, ra 

ticul Ohaervutions on Leucorrhcca, ’ Mr. jj, particularly sensible, and she complains 


Jewel has afforded us an opportunity for no¬ 
ticing him in a favourable manner. We 
allude to two casts of gonorrhtrn, with ex¬ 
cellent preliminary observations, which he 
has given in a brief appendix, and without 
subscribing our assent to his doctrines, we 
cheerfully subjoin the following abstract of j 
his opiuions on tbe possibility of secondary 
symptoms arising from gonorrhoea, and one 
of the cases treated by the injection of the 
nitrate of silver. 

" There is one question which I conceive 
to be of infinite importance, uud which is 
still considered by many lo remuin unde 
tided. Can gonorrhoea give rise to recon 
darv symptoms'! Whether gonorrhoea and 
syphilis ara two diseases widely distinct 
from each other, or one and the same, I 
have every reason to believe, from facts and 
observations, that secondary symptoms, such 


of groat soreness in the pudendum; bowels 
confined. 

]X In/*ts. senna, Jvss; 

Pulo. jalapa \ 51 j 
Potass, supertart. $ij *, 

Syrup, zwgik. Jss. Af. ft. [mist . 
sumal partem quartern pro dost. 

To tuke diluents plentifully, and to ab¬ 
stain from all stimulating food and drinks. 

11. Argent, nitrat. gr. xxiv ; 

Aq. distil. Jviij. At. ft. Injeclio 
ter in die vteud. ■ * 

Hydrnrg. cum creta , gr. v, bis quo- 
tithe. ■ ■ 

14. The symptoms are relieved,‘except 
the pain which is felt when the patient voids 
her urine. 

Contmuentur remedia. 

17. The vaginal discharge has disappear¬ 
ed, hut the local irritation continue®. 


• Mr. Traver*. 
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*i : <3tttaC *wf. smy. ut antea. 
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'iMfe’felfEitfft operation, and she voids her 
inhH Yffliffflt pain. To continue the iffjec* 

**Uj|fc There » still a hardness in the groin, 
talari tfc this exception, the com plaint is 
entirely removed. 

Tbeee cases, which 1 bate selected from 
others, merely from their having been al¬ 
most the first of the kind of which I had 
taken notes, illustrate two practically im¬ 
portant points; first, that the nitrate of 
silver will prove u therapeutical agent of 
great value in the cure of gonorrlt(Ea in the 
female; and secondly, that it may be em¬ 
ployed with perfect safety and advantage, 
notwithstanding the presence of infiainma- 
lory symptoms.” 


INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 


flMWf« , 

iaed, as 1 conceive be ought to have been, 
and as I fully expected be would barebeen 
(as be certainly was the only parson tint 
could give the coroner end jury «my in/or. 
matron 1,1 should have bid the opportunity 
of making him explain the now apparent «- 
consistency between »y assertions in the 
first instance to Mr. Sella, end subsequently 
to Mr. George Taylor of Kingston; and nay 
reply to Mr. Guy’s first question as stated m 
your report of the inquest. 

My own feelings would hare induced »• 
to hove troubled you at much greater length 
on this unfortunate business, in which great 
efforts Imre been made to implicate ine per¬ 
sonally ; but I cannot vxp-ct that your 
valuable pages are to he occupied with such 
private concerns, however important they 
may be considered by, 

Sir, your very faithful servant, 

Andrew IJaluday. 

Hampton Court, 

Oct. 13,1830. 


LETTER VROM SIR ANDREW HALL1DAY* 

7*o the Editor of Tuk Lancet. 

Sir, —In the report which you have given 
in last week’s Lancet, of the evidence 
taken at the inquest at Hampton, on the 
2nd inst., there are two errors, which, though 
perhaps of little moment, 1 hope you will do 
do me the fuvour to correct in your next 
number. 

First,—Mr. Bowen did not call upon me 
to explain the reports that were in circula¬ 
tion. He came accidentally into my room 
about half an hour after I had first heard of 
the report from Mr. Sells of Kingston. 1 
repeated to him (Mr. Bow«*tO the statement 
as made to me by Mr. Sells, and in the very 
words in which it had bean made, and as he 
unreservedly assured me that that statement 
wa* not true, l wrote the words down upon 
a slip of paper, told him the name of the 
person from whom the report had come (a 
Mr. Russell of Hampton), and said he 
ought to go instantly and have it contra* 
dieted. My words were, “ Take this paper, 
and tell Mr. Russell that you have my au¬ 
thority for saying that he has been propa¬ 
gating this 'false report, which you can 
read to him . So fully was I impressed 
from what -Mr. Bowen said, that on meeting 
Mr. Sells about half an hour nfterwards 1 
•topped him ia the village of Hampton, and 
in a manner exclaimed, “ l am delighted to 
be able to assure you that the re/mrt you 
have heardabout Mr. Rouen is all liki!" 

Secondly,—that however the evidence may 
have been taken down, my answer to Mr. 
Guy’s first question was, that Mr. Bowen 


LETTER VROM MR. JEWEL. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —My surprise was not a little excited, 
on perusing The Lancet of Saturday last, 
to find mi article stating that I had given 
opinions favourable to the employment of 
great force in obstetric operations. I pre¬ 
sume that the statement originated in some 
misconception on the pari of your reporter, 
as in the whole of my evidence upon the 
occasiou of the inquest ui Hampton, not one. 
word was said upon the subject. With a 
view of removing from the rniuds of the 
jury the unfavourable impression made by 
the manner in which the witness Aun Kllain 
detailed the particulars of the operation,! 
simply asked her whether she had ever be¬ 
fore been present at such a case, mid whe¬ 
ther She was aware what degree of force was 
necessary upon such an occasion ; to which 
she replied in the negative. The principle 
so ably laid down by Dr. Davis with respec't 
to tbe amount of force, and its being applied 
by degree* in the operations of midwifery, 
has appeared in almost every obstetric work 
from tbe first dawning of midwifery as a 
science, und 1 presume, in tlie present day, 
ia strongly inculcated upou the mind of the 
student by every teacher of midwifery in 
Europe. Your giving insertion to this let¬ 
ter iu your nest week’s Lancet, will oblige, 
Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Geo. Jewsl. 

24, Sackville Street, I’iccsdilly, 

Oct. 12th, 1830. 
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giee «e |i«rmi»«ioii, OiwBgJi the mBtiuB of wbiobb* fooaitiw fount, to htou.tr mM 
vsnr matt enhinUe publication, to put to to,, wiminl the wwHtoaneP 
Mr. Jewel, one of the meilitel witueuee on . Did Jdr. Jewel era norm toetnettm 
lhnt eery melancholy oecnon. in ito nrt of midwifery 1 if be did, it may 

* to»« town* *° l>». “be Ttmrwlf, n be neefol to tto rtuiente of tb» prewar for 
fnend to the tntue of public i.ieiioe, end t0 be io.de aequoMed with the » of toe 
Sir, voor teacher. If iurt, bow could he dare to set 

Constant Usadmi. up for a teacher himself? 
fn the slate of mutilation in which the Iti* in evidence, that the medical attend* 
child was found upon inspection of the body aQ t oa Frances Clark used*wy great force, 
of the dect*ef***d Frances Clark, how could M ; that he put his hack against the wall, aid 
Mr. Jewel take upon him to guy, that '* the- his feet against the bed,” that ** something 
only pan which could have been felt during i th®*» g**® way. that the sound iraa like a 
the labour had been the cheek ?” j brt of stick breaking, and that both the 

On what principle doe* Mr. Jewel pi*.; witueaws saw a child a am pulled off;’* 
surue the removal of the urms of (he child,; Mr. Jewel still persist that ihe rocdl- 
its mother haring bail a full nixed pelvis, j cal man who could do all this, was net to 
and having previously given birth to living I blame in tlw treatment he adopted ? If not, 
children tit the full period of gestation, to j b« ahould forthwith publish an honest re- 
have been " perfectly justifiable?” i taxation of his error, as fome small, but the 

Where hns Mr. Jewel seen thepractice j 0 » l y» compensation non* in his power, to the 
in cases of cheek presentation, ol “ bring- cause of humanity and public justice, which 
ingdowu the breech with a blunt hook P j he lias so deeply injured. 

Does he teach this practice in his lectures, 

or has he heard of any oilier teacher of mid-1 ■■■ " 1 .. 11 * .■ “? 

wifery, either iri this country, or iu any ] 

other, who has ever directed or adopted it ?! ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

Will he also he kind enough to refer me to! 
any authority for the practice of “ breaking j 

the spine of the i'vtus with a bootdiock, or! CL l Iff IC A L LECTURE 


even with a common blunt hook,” in cases 
of pres-Minion of tin* cheek ? 

In any cane of presentation of the arms, 
however lar^e the child might be, is it usual,] 
or hns it ever been recommended by a coin- \ 
patent authority, to remove such presenting] 
arms, by wrenching, or even by the more! 
decorous operation of excision f If not, 
how chum* Mr. Jewel to give his opinion on 
oath, that the Hampton practitioner *' was 
not to blame in the treatment lie adopted ?'* 

If the head of the child had not engaged 
in, nor entered deeply iuto, the cavity of the 
pelvis at tlie commencement of the opera¬ 
tion, wbatwa* there to prevent the attempt : 
of effecting the delivery by turning, an ope¬ 
ration which, Mr. Jewel should know, con- ■, 
lists iu the bringing down of the child* i 
feet, and not the arms, as wns practised in 
this unfortunate case ! If,* on the oilier 
hand, the head, cheek or face foremost, 
bad got down into the pelvis, and there (in 
consequence of the miorupvUncy of nature 
to effect its expulsion, or of art its safe deli¬ 
very with the forceps) had become strongly 
ana immoveaUy impacted, is there acorn- 
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PARALYSIS AGITAN9. 

Gr.Ni t.rMRN,—The physician whose turn 
in the hospital it is on any week to make a 
selection of the coses which nre admitted, 
generally takes under his own care those 
which are acute, and having made choice of 
a sufficient number to till the vneant beds in 
his own wards, distributes to the other pby- 
Ktcianv the remaining panes, which .are, for 
the most part, chronic, though now and then, 
as you may supjiose, an acute case is 
amongst them.. Of the medical patients ad¬ 
mitted last Thursday under myself, six 
were men and six were women. Among 
the men is a case of shaking palsy, ana 
another of palsy of the wywts arising from 
lead; one of a very curious nature,—$*mi- 
plegic palsy, in winch half the body only is 
affected, and that only for a certain Dumber 
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gfcfaft etetyllwffayi;«» of periodic*! 
;• one jofcofevoUbii of tbs lower ex- 
wfrtrpt* attempt Bt motion, i owe of 
‘I^M diseased liver, and one of rbeu- 
t, Anwagthe women is a oue of hy«* 
’“flis, Milled head or porrigo, 
mmstioo of the stomach, tumour 
i?#hdflmen, sod iaftoamatioe of the 
’ ns of the spine. Of these I shall 

_ _b for your consideration this mors* 

ilf, the ewe of shaking pahr, which, in 
tndical language is edm/ianq/su agitmu. 


The best account of thn disease wbioh 1 ffocaoM be finds that he this partly cos- 


have seen, is one given by a general prac¬ 
titioner, now deceased, of the name of Par¬ 
kinson, a highly respectable mao T lHto 
wrote an essay upon the subject ftt 181?, 
from which I have derived nearly all I know 
upon riie complaint. The subject of the 

present case is F- E- —, a man aged 

38, received iuto William's Ward, No. 20. 
The disease, according to Mr. Parkinson, 
consists in involuntary tremulous motions, 
in more or fewer of those parts of the body 
which are naturally under the command of the 
will, with diminished muscular power; and 
the tremulous motions occur in parts, which 
are not at the time in voluntary action, and 
even when they are supported. There i9 
likewise a propensity to bend the head and 
trunk forwards, and a strong inclination, 
when walking, to commence a running pace, 
into which pace the lower limbs frequently 
pass from the former, the individual appear¬ 
ing as though in great haste, and ansious to 
get onwards. At the same time, the senses 
and intellect are quite unimpaired. The 
words of Mr. Parkinson in describing this 
disease are, “ Involuntary tremulous mo¬ 
tion, with lessened muscular power in par In 
not in action and even supported, with a 
propensity to bend tbe trunk forward, and 
to pass from a walking to a running pace, 
the senses and intellect being uninjured.” 
j Now this disease usually commences in 
I some one part of tbe frame, as, for Instance, 
in the bead; but it more frequently begins 
in one band, or in the arm; there/it will 
sometimes remain for many months, and 
even for years, before it spreads, and per¬ 
haps it never spreads st all. Sometimes, how¬ 
ever, it increases in degree and extent, and 
other parts become affected, until, at last, 
the whole body is in a constant shake. 
Though the tremulous motions in this dis¬ 
ease -are involuntary, yet thev mav be 
checked bv an effort of the will. 'The effort 
exerted, however, must be of a powerful 
Minre, and then it will for a few moments 
atop tbe shaking. As the disease extends, 
first one extremity and then another be¬ 
comes affected, at length the head and trunk 
bapd forwards, the individual walks in some I 
tfiasare upon his toes, the motion of walking i 
““1 gradually quickened, at last it is I 


altogether hat; wi the am wcan ac i ouily 
gets into a trot, an&hcs aU the appeal mas 
of a perm in a meet violent tatty, fbii 
change » owing to the disease befog rightly 
under tbe will. The iadivfM who is 
afiicted, finds that a powwftd exerooa of 
tbe muscles will ftop tbs wemors, and ai 
running requires more effort then walking, 
running answers Vrttlr to cefitiul them; or 
we fiuy say, tUwt when be ia walking, the 
lime efibrt‘Which be makes to check them, 
fortes Mm tone, which state be continues, 


qhen the freMuta** motion*,—that they do 
Sot so much get rip better of has and im¬ 
pede him. Tbetama effect is produced in St. 
Vitus's dance,~« powerful effort will some¬ 
times stop the convulsions for a moment. 
A.curious circumstance observable is this 
disease is, that if it happen to ream in 
one part of the frame, it soon increases 
in another. Thus if the leg shakes more, 
the arm may shake less; and so remarkable 
ia this, that if you lake hold of the arm, for 
instance, and prevent it from shaking, the 
leg will begin to tremble immediately j if 
you steady one part, tire other is sure to 
shake more violently, or jun-haps begin to 
shake, though quiet previously. This also is 
often observed in St. Vitus’s dance. It some¬ 
times happens, that a change of posture will 
arrest the trembling iu the part. The dis¬ 
ease agrees in another respect with ckartm, 
or St. Vitus's ilnuce, that the shaking ceases 
during sleep, though when very strong iu- 
deed, the shaking continues, whether the 
patient be asleep or awake, -- a circum¬ 
stance also occurring in violent owes of 
chorea. 

In the usual progress of paralysis agitanp, 
tbe voice ia not affected until the muscles 
of the upper extremity and head have been 
so for a long time. At last, however, speech 
becomes involved, and the muscles employed 
ia the acts of deglutition and mastication 
are affected, and speaking, chewing, and 
swallowing, ore extremely difficult to be 
performed. Bv and by the urine and faeces 
pass away involuntarily, general emaciation 
ensues, entire deeny of the powers, and ulti¬ 
mately death. Such is the melancholy pro¬ 
gress of the disease when it continues to 
extend beyond the port originally affected, 
though frequently it does not increase at all. 
You may often see persona with the head 
constantly shaking, while no other part is 
affected, and in whom the disease has ex¬ 
isted to the same degree and extent for 
many years. Sometime!, also, you may 
observe persons, one of whose hands only is t 
for many years, agitated. Mr. Parkinson 
relates a curious case in which there was 
also hemiplegia, but one only of the two 
diseases was preaent at a time, for when the 
hemiplegia commenced in the agitated parts, 
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the abafuBg ceased ; and on the cessation of leaded by the toUowiag my 
the hemiplegia, the shakis* recorameucetl. Wheceyortbcmaa attempts 
This disease is t> be carefully distia* longue begins to muter like the 
guUlied from the tremulous motion* wifi* sharpest} preMoujr a confused 
which drunkards are effected. It it entirely bears, end then suddenly he bris 
dietiuct from the effect prodnoodby ha* words with extreme rapidity; 
bitool intoxication. You are wall aware of the effort that be csndbi atop 
the effect* which spirituous sad vinous repeats the few last *- 11 
liquors, tobacco, tea, coffee, and other aar* It is a phenomenon v . ? w . 
cotica, will produos when uwd ra assets* which occurs on tlte.il timpi 


then the sbakmg ia continuous, sad it is violent __ .. 

4»\y by discontinuing their use that the gets a# it were into a run} ihi o^am ax- 
tremoar* cease. This trembling, loo, will pression of . the tongue rnnu*sg,.j^^..m8' 
be prodaead tamporahly byoccaatonalstnog describe a person who makes afooa aaaef 
doses only. It generally, also, affects both it; is really applicable to this patient, I 
hands, end ia seen chiefly when aay effort is bare written oowa in the case• booh. * Be* 
made by the individual if, for instance, a foie he.can apeak lie makes a confused and 
penis taken in the hand, a shaking comes inarticulate mutmur, and then speaks rapid- 
on the moment a® attempt ia made to wnte; ly, atoning his words together, and repeat- 
or if a cup or glass be lifted, the contents are ing the last words several times. The effort 
spilled over. The greater, too, the effort makes the tongue and right upper extremity 
which is made, the more excessive is the shake violently." He ileeps very well; bin 
tremour that follows. But in paralysis agi- appetite is good, ami in aU other respects, 
tans exactly the reverse of this is observable, except this shaking of the body, be is in 
for a strong effort will, for the time, over* tolerable health. Sometimes after a good 
come the disease. By this, nnd by the affec- night’s real he does not shake at all for a 
tiou occurring pretty equally in both bonds, few minutes after waking in the morning, 
you may distinguish nervous trembling from hut then it is not long before the trembling 
paralysis agitana. You are aware that commences. Any excitement or attempt to 
strong passions, as fear and rage, will also, do any thing at once, greatly increases the 
like strong tea, coffee, or tobacco, produce mmours, but by a strong effort he can at 
a trembling, length arrest them for a few moments. The 

It does not appear that the disease of only other symptom present is costiveness 
which l am at present speaking, was well (he has but two stools a week), aud a paid 
characterised or distinguished before Mr. in the head whenever be is anxious. 
Parkinson wrote on the subject. The pe- With regard to the nature of the disease, 
culiar ebaractera wliich mark the shaking of in many cases it depends, no doubt, on 
drunkards, as different from the diseases of j organic affection of some kind. Mr. Par- 
Jhuscular agitation, had been pointed out. kinson gives a dissection after the disease, 
by Galen, and many others since his time. | in which the lingual and brschial iicrros' 
but paralysis agitans was not well defined) were found indurated, aud the medullaob- 
before the essay of Mr. Parkinson. Having' longata very firm. 

then described to you the usual course of When patients get from bad to worse, and 
the disease, I shall revert to the particular nothing whatever makes an impression ou 
case before us. the disease, it is impossible to avoid sup- 

I he patient, F. E., is U8 years of age, posing that au organic change has takeja 
and has had the disease eighteen months, place in the nerves of motion, tire medulla 
Heims been accustomed to drink hard at ipinali*. or the medulla oblongata. In many 
different periods of his life. He ia a school* cases the disease is controllable by art; it 
master by profession. It is the right upper, ceases ou active treatment. In young per- 
extremity which is now affected, but though sons I have often seen it cured. Iu such 
the right lower extremity is not in agitu- oases there has always been great coative- 
tion, it is occasionally retracted ns he walks, ne*s. Iu old parsons I have ©ot remarked 
--experiences solitary catchinga, though it this, and the disease is most remediable 
does not shake. The disease began in the in young persons, in whom it usually arises, 
head and tongue, hut when the right upper in all probability, from mere congestion or 
extremity was affected, it left the head, inflammation, or some state of the nervous 
ihis peculiarity distinguishes the present matter of a peculiar nature, not understood, 
case, that the tougue ia one of the parts but independent of organic change or inffam- 
that were first affected. In general this is matary action. 

not the case, aud the tongue is not affect- As to the cause in this man, it is not vaiy 
Od, after many other parts have suffered se- certain. It appears that shout two years 
verely. The head now shakes very slightly ago he had a fall, by which his bead was 
■only. The affectiou of the tongue is at- slightly contused; but it is impossible to tay 




-NPOMaat that happened at a ^«s 
BMviottly. Ei ghteen months ago, too, ha j t 
Ubrm me lie was mercurialised. He has! control some diseases of the nervous system, 
also suffered groat anxiety. The tall might Had I seen liim long ago, I should hire 
hare produced it; indulgence in drinking, begun with the plan followed in St. George’s, 
anxiety, and the effeet of strong mercurial ac- ami after a full trial, and failure, bad re» 
tiou, may have all eo-operuled. From the course to the method pursued at the Mid- 
circumstauoe of the disease having followed dlesex. The present state of the man induces 
a fall, 1 should be less sanguine in my prog- me to follow up tile latter plau. Among the ; 
nosis, as ehronic inflammation and indura- various remedies of the kind now spoken of, | 
lion, or other changes of structure, may j iron is one of the most powerful, and cer- * 
have been produced. tniniv the safest. 1 hnve been more sue- 5 

As regards the treatment in a case of thisj ceasft.1 with this medicine than any other in ' 
kind, if 1 ascertain that there is any inflam-! nervous affections, and it ia safer than 
matory state, or fullness of the head, I era- j nrsenic, and does not irritate the stomach 
ploy Weeding generally or locally, or both,, and how els as nrsenic ami copper do; it is 
setooa, issues, raoxav, and also purging and ■ plcaktmtpr than nitrate of silver, lor it occa- 
low diet, and mercury. If there is mere sions no risk of blackening the skin, {have 
fulness of imbit, I should employ untiphlo- ; accordingly ordered two drachms of the 
gistic measures. But if there ia no reason | subrnrboiraie of iron, to be taken three 
to suppose that any fulness or iuil<untuition times. He informs me he is always better 
exists,—if the patient is not of a plethoric ; when stronger, and better with a certain 
habit, if no local pain or tenderness is felt. I allowance of porter, ana 1 believe him, both 
then remedies which exert a peculiar irc-;hecause the strengthening plan frequently 
Lion on the nervous svs‘.e»n, different alto-! does answer much better, and because he is 
gether from that of narcotics, are the best!a respectable man, apparently very unxious 
means. Almost all m nous disorders what-j to get well. 1 need hardly say how ncces- 
ever, and convulsions of various kinds, may 1 sary it is to attend to the slut* of the bow- 
ariae from inflammation, from fulness, con-lets- Whenever there is any approach to 
gestion, or a peculiar condition, the nature' inflammat'on, or congestion in thei nervous 
of which we do not understand, but which ! system, p trging is sure to effect good ; and 
we do noL consider to be necessarily iuflam- nervous diseases may sometimes arise from 
matory. I do not know how to distinguish torpor of the bowels. Altogether, however, 
between the propriety of adopting either of'I have been disappointed in the use of pur- 
tbe two modes of treatment, but by observ- ; gatm-s in chronic disorders of the nervous 
ing whether thtre be fulness of habit or system a*.curative, or materially mitigating 
not, local beat or pain, and wbsther there remedies ; but on account of the co&tiveuesa 
has been a local cause—an external injury, iu this man's case. 1 have ordered the croton 
When there is nothing of this sort observ- -oil every day, in order to keep the bowels 
j| able, tlieu stimulants and tonics, and those open ; for though purging might do *no 
“peculiar medicines, are the most useful. positive good, and by debilitating might 
things you can employ. Iron, nitrate of sil- in this case increase "the morbid irriubi- 
; ver, arsenic, sulphate of xinc, and prepara- 'lity of the nervous syetem, yet constipation 
'■ turns of copper, are in ihis class, and fre- would certainly do* harm. Also the iron, 

>: quemly do grirat good in all kinds of nervous, being a bulky medicine, would accumulate 
cases, though we do not know how. Ah if cosiivoness were permitted, and prove 
to this man, he lias been both in St. troubles mie. Generally speaking, if given b 
George's and the Middlesex Hospitals before j with treacle, the coinpusitiou has a tendency i' 
coming 'here, and in both he was very pro-: to open the bowels, sod no npcricuts are 
perl}, though unsuccessfully, treated. What .'required, lint costiveneaa should always be 
was done in SL George's 1 may us well inform :can-fuhy molded when it is exhibited, 
you. He was bled and cupped; couuter-irri-1 It is not very often that we have a case 
tatinn by blisters was employed, a discharge! of this discus* in the hospital; but I have 
was kept up from the back of his bead, and he j cured many in private practice; iu young 
was put upon a low diet,—a plan which it {persons, by bleeding, cupping nml leetbiug 
w»*v©ry reasonable to pursue iu the first iu-j the head, und by purgatives. 1 had, how- 
•tsoee, for lie is in (be prime of life, of rather ever, one in the hospital, in which all these 
full habit, and had suffered a mechanical! were perseveringly employed,—1 cannot say 
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injury. I fooad,litowi.e, that i* the Mii» 
dlcei Hoapital, turnout* fow* *ab**- 
quaatly atlnrad him; In hod P ort *r *»® 
camphor, ud good ooarHliau-m, u tli* 
preriou, plan kid foiled ; >«4 though aot 
cured by tbit treatneitt, he Vi* rather hot. 
ter. Judging from thee* fact*, I hare deter¬ 
mined to aopi-ort him well, end exhibit 
tonica apd thoee remediet irliioh peeuliady 


u*f ; ’ ' , db. RtttodrsoN oVi 

■pWfoirrtilatiaahaii aliy ahare ii produeiag 
fom- p f ** * diaaaaa. 1 - Tbia circuamtaaee « 


amy- ii tely to haw had aome effect at a auh- 
aaaMaa mataat period; far it ia quite aur- 
pnaiug hoar often mrdicai men see organic 
ohshtgea or chronic inflammation produced, 
-madMWmllr fo iSf toad, by a eery little 




THE HEART. 


how fear or often ,—and n which subse¬ 
quently 1 me sulphate of sltM ill Ib*** 
i quantities, all wi&<&t effect; biri©iib«yia| 
r recouni to iroff, rite disease ioiteinlj wJ 
,, pennaaiently gave .Mf*. IrOfl heft certainly 
acted t^ecifically, and yet I n»y mention 
that the head was hot and painful. Still X 
have prescribed it as well m *11 the other 
remedies of that kind, and ail the remedies 
of chronic inflammation, in many coses of 
elderly persona, who derived hot the least 
advantage from the treatment, and most 
probably because there was organic disease, 
—some change of structure in the nerves of 
Vrootioit, and those parte of the brain and 
medulla, with which they are immediately 
• connected. 


DISEASE or THE HEART. 

Before we separate I have a few observa¬ 
tions to make on a very interesting case of 
disease of the heart which ha* just proved 
fatal, and the morbid changes of which 1 
have now before ine. The patient was a 
young man admitted into the hospital on the 
Bth of July last, William's Ward, F. S., 
No. 4, aged 'J!>. The history of the disease 
' was this he had been ill between three 
and four months with ugue, which, he taid, 
hud begun two days after arriving, on the 
Clist of March, at a pluce called Kiguera, 
which is four days’ sail from Lisbon. He 
said that he had n paroxysm generally every 
day, and rheumatic pains iu the limbs during 
wet weather. L-t me observe to you, while 
on this subject, dial there is nothing more 
common than a combination of ague and 


Strong, and beating 104,. Tbln&tfci*1 
Me difficulty of breathing, fedasmti' 1 
pose thst the heart was affected, far * 
was evidently no inflammatory disease i 
cient to account for the state of tha pnfefa 
There wsa no feverish was of body. Be 
had dyspnoea certainly otf lying down, and 
quick motion, bat hardly tat 
there was nothing in thtmofatfkmtmQ 
to lead to a belief that cb* long* wot# 
affected. I applied the stethoscope, Thfl 
action of the ventricles of the heart wa# 
morbidly strong, particularly in the left re¬ 
gion of the organ, and extended over a con¬ 
siderable space, A bellows sound could bo 
very plainly heard on that side, and in a 
lower degree indeed to some extent. Now 
ague itself is generally cured with the sul¬ 
phate of quinine, but here the tenderoesa 
of the abdomen, the. state of the pulse, and 
the force of the heart, ltd ine to have recourse 
also to bleeding. The ague was presently 
cured by live grains of the sulphate of qui¬ 
nine three times a day. A pint of h uod waa 
also taken from the arm, aud 1 gov. him two 
groins of calomel twice a day, and p it him, of 
course, ou a low diet. lie was, in the progress 
of his treatment, continually cupped and bled 
by leeches over the region of the heart and 
abdomen. He shortly got, as be considered, 
much better, and wished to leave the hospi¬ 
tal, and return to bis occupation ; but how¬ 
ever much his health might be improved 
in other respects, the state of the pulse, 
uud the force and sound of the heart, 
led mo to advise him to remain. He 
soon after became dropsical again and died, 
the pulse being, to the day ofhisdi-aih, nearly 


rheumatism in the same individual. Some-! as sharp as it was at first, tin the post- 


times they co-exist, some times they alter¬ 
nate,—curmnsly enough, the ague ceases 
when the rheumatic pains commence, and 
wheu the rheumatic attacks are over the 
ague comes on again. We. cannot see any 
connexion between the two diseases to pro¬ 
duce this, but so it is. In the preseut case 
I observed h swelling of the lower extremi¬ 
ties, which were always very cold. There 
Was also tenderness of the abdomen, espe¬ 
cially in the region of the umbilicus, aud on 
the right side of the chest. It is common 
enough for the abdominal viscera to become 
diseased, und dropsy of the abdomen, or ge¬ 
neral dropsy of the body at large, to occur 
with, and subsequently to, ague. The dropsy 
in this ca«e was shown hy soft, pule swell¬ 
ings of the legs, pitting upon pressure; and 
the tenderness all over the abdomen, without 
manifest disturbance of the function*of auv 
' of the abdominal viscera, showed more or 
less of inflammatory uflectiou of the perito¬ 
neum. The fulness also of the abdomen 
probably arose partly from ascites, though 
there wus not sufficient fluid to occasion 
fluctuation. The pulse waa sharp aud 


mortem examination, 1 ascertained that a 
most important disease of the heart bad ex¬ 
isted, aud this I will now show you. First 
of all, botli ventricles are dilated, and 1 
should observe, that when this happens, the 
heart acquires a veryconsiderable size, aud 
becomes nearly round at the .apex, the *■ 
angle of the a. ex becoming so obtuse that 
the a}w>xis really almost effaced; this alte¬ 
rationiu the heart may he seen in the plate 
before you. (Plate VI. of l)r. Klliotsoa's 
work ou Disease* of the Heart.) There is 
exactly the same appearance iu this heart 
(showing it) as in lire engraving. Observe 
here that the left ventricle is considerably 
increased in size. The right is larger than 
usual, hut not so large in prhportiou *s the 
left. The heart itsslf, notwithstanding it*' 
great dilatation, is at least of its natural 
thickness ; indeed, the walla of the left 
ventricle are more than that,—it has lost 
nothing iu thickuess by its enlargement m 
capacity. There must, consequently, have 
been a great addition of Substance made 
to it, or it would have become thinner. 
This thickening und dilatation together of 
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the hw* is.celled hype&rophll' 

IfiftibtU, i» the course of the win ter, see 
.instances decidedly ibe reverse of this* where 
the cavity of the hypertrophied walls is 
diminished j and those are distinguished by 
the term concentric hypertrophy. I told you 
tlmt there was a strong bellows sound heard 
in this esse; I will now, therefore, show 
jon in the same heart a most remarkable 
■penmen of disease of the valves of the 
aorta—an extraordinary growth like venereal 
warts. 1 do not recollect having ever Seen 
excrescences of such n length as are here, 
one is nearly an iuch and a half long. There 
are excrescences from each valve of the 
aorta. Now these did not present much 
impedimeut to the circulation; they are 
quite soft and flat, and not greatly in the 
way of the course of the blood, and we need 
not, therefore, wonder that the pulse was 
sharp and really very full to the last. Taking 
into consideration the size of the left ven¬ 
tricle and its thickness, the muscular force 
which pro pels the blood into the aorta 
must have been immense The in con¬ 
venience which the patient must have 
suffered from the violence it exerted must 
have been very great. Though there was 


with tlii, «erum. The lUkee of lymph were 
prohehly the ceehtt of iirihamnUon of the 
perioetdiom, coonected with hie rbeumu- 
liua. In the couhe of the winter t eh.ll 
give you reeion to eappoi., thet hypertro¬ 
phy of thn limit i, generelly the nrah Of »a 
inlininmatory .Section, when not of mere 
impediment; end that mutt inBunmuory 
.Section. of the aubttence of the Insert and 
the lining membrane, begin with, or ariee 
eubaequently to, morn or leu indammetion 
of the pericardium. 
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FRACTUBF. AND AMPUTATION OF THE FlSOfc.t. 

John Frost, mtat. 33. was admitted into 
Colstun's Ward on the S$d of September, 
with a severe wound of the middle-finger of 
the left hand, occasioned by the fall of a 
heavy piece of limber. The second pha¬ 
lanx was fractured, the soft parts were much 
lacerated, and the periosteum was denuded 
to some extent. In consequence of the ex- 

_ceediugly contused state of the parts, impu- 

no material impediment to the circulation j Mion was deemed advisable, and w«s ac- 
frora the excrescences, yet examination by cordinglr performed in a particularly neat 
the ear sufficiently showed, by the strong! hy the dresser, Mr. Bullmore. 1 lie 

bellows sound, the existence of impedi- j tacisioti wa * commenced about an inch from 
zoent. In this other plate there is a view of! phalangeal extremity of the metacarpal 
excrescences proceeding from the valves, of j car ”® d forwards on each side. 

I globular form, and another ol"excrescences I 1“® metacarpal bone was then divided in a 


with minute growths of bone. To show you 
how little disease of the heart may be sus¬ 
pected in a case of this kind, without the 
intervention of the ear, I mny mention, Iliac 
In one of these cases, the mun was admitted 


transverse direction to facilitate the contact 
of the severed edges, and the remaining 
fingers were brought together by means of 
a small roller. 

The wound has now nearly healed. There 


into ihe hospital for some other disease, and 1 vwr y little deformity, and it is to be hoped 
he neither complained of, nor appeared 1 the ot llw hand is hut slightly 


to suffer from, any affection of the heart, 
and we were not' a little surprised, on 
examination after death, to discover the 
excrescence. Probably, if there had been 
any reason for listening in that region, we 
should have found a bellows sound. In the 
present esse 1 did examine by the ear, and 
discovered impediment. I have no doubt, 
that the minutest impediment is sufficient 
to produce the bellows sound. In the pre¬ 
sent case there was general dropsy, ten¬ 
derness of the abdomen, slight chronic pe¬ 
ritonitis; slight difficulty of breathing; 
and.on striking witli the hand over the re- 
. gionof the heart, a dull sound to a great 
extent was perceptible. On opening the 
pericardium, about half a pint of perfectly 
.dear serum was found, with a few flakes of; 
lymph. Fluid also existed in one pleura. The 
heart had become so large, that it had distend¬ 
ed the «)ertcardiura greatly, and there was, 
la consequence, little room for any effusiou ; 
bat what space there was, was entirely filled 


diminished. 

We notice this case chiefly for two res- I 
sons; first, to show the pupils the little de- } 
formity of the hand that arises from the am¬ 
putation of a finger through the metacarpal 
bone, ami, secondly, for the purpose of 
bestowing on a scientific and zealous dresser 
that approval of his conduct which it cer¬ 
tainly deserves. 

EXTENSIVE DISEASE OV THE ANCLE-JOINT—• 
AMPUTATION OF THE LEO. 

J. Reeve, a;t. oirc. 30, admitted into 
Derker’s Ward on Sept. SO. The left aucle- 
joint was much enlarged, and on each aido 
there were fistulous openings, from which a 
considerable quantity of matter was con¬ 
tinually discharged. <■ 

The patient says that lie was in this hoa* v 
pital with disease of the same joint about 
six years sgo. He is a newsman, and he « 
imagines that the continual walking to which ; 
he was subjected was the cause of this 



PLEURITIS. 


uemi Mtok. pj&kfA* to tart •!'?•«■ 
tie. .boot »*« J««» *&>»• A tw.lwiWMth 
, diHhnfw ot tain took jilaco, nd 
then continued no til bid vteiMion into th« 
liontoL 'il» foot bu btoonu tnUmotoM, 
ud hit geotnl baditb BB« mtwb im- 
paired. 

On Saturday last Mr. Vincent amputated 
the lee below the knee by the double dap 
operation. Little Lwroorrhage Occurred, the 
▼eiiela were quickly secured, and a neat 
atump was formed. 

The patient, since the operation, Irasbeen 
doing well. Tongue Clean ; pulse natural. 

. At the concluaion of liia Saturday’s lec¬ 
ture, Mr. Stanley produced the amputated 
leg, and made a few remarks, which we here 
inaert 

** With regard to the duration of tins dis¬ 
ease, Gentlemen, 1 know nothing; but 
looking at the condition of the limb, I 
should be led to infer that it was of some 
standing, perhaps twelve or eighteen months. 
The disease is obviously seated in the ancle- 
joint, but it is a question whether it origi¬ 
nated in the bone, or the soft parts. That 
it was not in the bone 1 may pretty safely 
affirm, because diseases commencing in the 
bone in affections of the joints, are of ex¬ 
ceedingly rare occurrence. You observe 
these abscesses on either side of the limb; 
it is most probable that the matter having 
formed within the capsule, ulceration took 
place, and it found vent through these open¬ 
ings, which have been filled with unhealthy 
spongy granulations. (Here the lecturer 
commenced the dissection.) Look, Gentle¬ 
men, at the excessive thickening of the soft 
parts, and observe ihe enlargement of the 
cellular tissue. Now we come to the joiut— 
or rather, I should say. that of the joint 
there is scarcely a vestige left. You observe 
that the curtilages of the ends of the bones 
are completely destroyed; the bone it rather 
soft, and there are granulations on the sur¬ 
face of the astragalus, so that had the limb 
remained attached some time louger, bony 
matter would have been thrown out, and 
complete bony anchylosis would have taken 
place. This is the only process we could 
anticipate. Next let us look to the com¬ 
mencement of the disorder. Wbut is its 
essential character! Did it originate in 
common inflammation, or ure these to be re¬ 
garded as the efleets of scrofula! Where 
the disease began, of course we cannot de¬ 
termine, but most probably in the synoviul 
membrane, since that is the point of attack 
in I be majority of cases of inflammation of 
the joints, but has any change occurred in 
the structure of the bones 1 We find it soft 
—a little softer thsu natural. If, however, 
the affection were of n scrofulous cboracter, 
we should find sort matter in the middle of 
the bones, which is not here the case. Merc 


tb« ^se' have the caoaofe i 
bone soft and ulcerated 4 m, 
lagei completely daatrajafl. 


WESTMINSTER HOmtM 



FLxt?ftiTi«' ; ; -• 

James Rack ham, »tat. 19, ndmHt9t$0k 
Sept. 1830, with pleuritic symptoms, which 
hod existed four days; be suffered from • 
violent cough, with pain of right Side OVW 
the short ribs, increased on each inspiration. 

V. S . ad deliquium . 

Bolus calom. et antim . mist, diapho - 
ret. 60s koris . 

27. Ten ounces of blood were abstracted, 
much buffed. Respiration more frequent. 
40 per minute; acute pain on pressure in the 
abort riba ; tongue furred; occasional cough, 
inducing acute pain across the chest; pulse 
86, feeble, undulating ; bowels open. 

Mist, diaphorct. c. c. temper, ad Jx. 

This man was subject to epileptic fits ; 
was exposed to cold a few days since, which 
seems to have brought on this attack 
Emplast. lyltee lateri. 

Sept. 28. Six ounces of blood taken away, 

blister afterwards applied, which has 
risen well; breathes much more easily; 
countenance tranquil. Pulse 70, soft; 
tongue clean in its circumference ; bowels 
open; slight cough; expectorates mucus. 
Emplast. It/Uar later i. 

29. Continues to improve ; a feeling of 
constriction across the thorax, but to a less 
degree than yesterday. Cough, not much 
expectoration. 

30. All the symptoms alleviated ; func¬ 
tions natural. 

Oct. 1. l ongue still furred; bowels open ; 
cough frequent, and producing pain iu the 
lower part of the right side of the thorax; 
pulse 75, soft, full. 

Rep. mist, diaphorct. 

3. Considerably better; slight cough, but 
producing uneasiness on the right side, the 
old seat of pain; tongue much cleaner; 
pulse quick; bowels free. 

Bolus calomel: haust. purgans : • 

5. A slight relapse; breathing labours; 
pain of side augmented by coughing, whisk 
is frequent; expectorates little ; difficulty of 
swallowing; internal fauces swollen; tongue 
furred ; sbiverings aliernsting with flush¬ 
ings ; skin hot; bowels scantilr open; head- 
ach ; eyes dull; countenance heavy. 

V. S ad Jviij ; • 

Bolus calomel et antim statim , et Junist* 
purgans 2da kora postea. 



jj*. AMPCTATXOSS. JTOItaOK Of ARTERIES. 


ju^tattltywrfe **ut •i4»«f th*' 
lWw,4«R-w A* ligilt, mt' as At hmr- 
•: fht tUMirUitr^ntmt. 

r. Vila ou the blood, countenance 
; ttaturM; eynanebe increased j no pain in 
flftj tttrl, not even on a full inspiration; 
«0*gfaia frequent) and be expectorates a 
frothy and mucous secretion; respiration 
qfette natural; cough exrites a little uneasi- 
tight side; tongue furred, but 
«irim found the edges ; pulse about 90. 

Gargamima commune. 

9. Convalescent. 


I10P1TAL ST. ANTOIXE. 


state, discoloration .#f 4fcS:, skip, Jeff. Hie. 
patient died on tlfa 4*0 of Ootebev, aftiv>o 
ieog end painful »iT*gfii. X)o ex#*du*uo« 
the bona was found deeded ie to extent, of 
ttowe rachesj the aniries, at the ffxtenwl 
side of tb* fbigb, bad • lugg ^wntitj of 
matter between their interstice*, almost as 
high up aa the great trochanter. Hie hip- 
joint was also fitted pith pea, but witiiout 
say morbid alteration of the articular sur¬ 
face!. The coot# ofthe femoral vessels did 
ndt exhibit any trace of inflammation, but 
the rein contained «large quantity of semi- 
coagulated blood, mixed with a greyish pan- 
form substance. The lungs were fitted with 
small tubercles.— Journ. Htbilanu 

In a former Number of The Lancet a 
similar case was related, in which, instead 


amtctatioh or the rioht thioh—tor¬ 
sion Or THE ARTERIES. 

D., ntat. 15, was admitted on the 16th of 
September, 1829, with while swelling of the 
right knee, in tousequenco of a fall. Leech¬ 
es, blisters, aud mows, had been applied, 
but without any success; and on her ad- 
mission the diseased knee was three times 
as large as the other; the skin over it was 
much distendrd. and at the outer aide there 
were two superficial ulcers; the tumour was 
very firm, fluctuating, and extremely pain¬ 
ful on pressure, or the least movement of 
the limb. The patient’s general health was 
much affected ; she was emaciated, feverish, 
restless at night, dec. After haring watched 
the case for some doys, M. Velpeau decided 
ou performing the amputation of the thigh. 
Ott Sept. 21st, in order to obtain the imme¬ 
diate re-union of the wound,two lateral flaps 
were formed, and haemorrhage was arrested 
by the torsion of the arteries. On the femo¬ 
ral and two smaller teasels, this method was 
applied with success ; on a fourth however 
it failed, so that it was necessary to apply a 
ligature. The wound was carefully dressed, 
aud a tourniquet d’ottente applied to the 
upper part of the thigh. No secondary hae¬ 
morrhage oct-umd. On ti e 24th the dress¬ 
ings were removed for the first time; the 
stump looked very well, hut was rather 
tender aud irritable. Oa the night of the 
25th the patient was seized with vomiting 
oud colic pain, the cause of which could not 
be ascertained. The wound began to sup¬ 
purate in 'some places; there was much 
fevar and slight dian Lena. On the 20th she 
bad eh attack of shivering, followed by high 
fevgr, delirium, and great rotfestiusaduring 
the night. On removal of the bandage on 
tbe3?tb, the bone was found protiudiug nn 
inob from the w ound, a small part of which 
only had united ; it discharged a r^ry large 
quantity tff purulent mutter, which, during 
rite fallowing days, became of an unhealthy 
kind, and was accompanied by a typhoid 


of the ligatures, torsion was applied with 
nearly the same effect as in the one above; 
hemorrhage also occurred, though to a small 
extent; but the only assignable cause of the 
fatal termination, was a large deposition of 
matter between the muscles of the limb. 


AMPUTATION OF THE LEG AT THE KNEE- 
JOINT. 

In oar last Number we alluded to a paper 
of M* Velppau, which he read on the 
above subject, and mentioned the cases ob¬ 
served by him, in which the operation ter¬ 
minated successfully. We have since re¬ 
ceived a more detailed account of one of the 
cases, a more accurate description of which 
will, perhaps, be Tend with interest. 

In January last n young man, 19 years of 
age, was admitted under the following cir¬ 
cumstances : —Six years ago he had sprained 
bis right foot, and having ueglectod the 
injury and continued his usual occupation, 
swelling of the ancle acceded, accompanied 
by violent throbbing pain, which altogether 
prevented him from walking. The leg gra¬ 
dually increased in rize, and at its interior 
portion ten or twelve abscesses formed, 
which opened and discharged s great quan¬ 
tity of matter and pieces of bone, aud left 
a number of sinuses; the tibio-tarsal arti¬ 
culation continued in a state of chronic in¬ 
flammation, and the patient had, for the 
last three yeurs, been entirely deprived of 
the use of the. limb. His general health 
was, however, not affected. The disease 
did not appear, ufter close examination, to 
extend to the knee, and M. Velpeau accord¬ 
ingly decided on amputation of the leg im^ 
mediately below the joint. The operation 
was performed on the 14th of January. A 
circular incisiou having been made through 
the skin and muscles the tibia was laid bare. 



• HOSPITAL GANGRENE.—AnHHCA& HpiJyCLOPCEDIA. ',^ 


feut belnrg found to fee distestdandfleottevd 
•fit* periosteum, U» operator was placed 
fectvroe* ; tfao ftkwmMtre of performing the 
emptuftiopoftlM thighor mrtteulrtwu at 
t'h»kire*-$*ist; and as fey «be circular inci- 
ah* port if the tatter operation hod already 
been performed, be, without much beaita- 
turn, decide on completing it according lo 
Sabatier's method. An anterior lap vu 
formed, containing the patella, and a poste¬ 
rior one, with the popliteal v«m)i, The 
articular surfaces were quite healthy; liga¬ 
tures were applied to the popliteal and arti¬ 
cular arteriea. The posterior flap, wbich ia 
almost exclusively destined to cover the 
&iu»p. was Unfortunately rather small, in 
consequence of the circular incision at the 
commencement of the operation, and could 
not he made to cover the wound or to meet 
the anterior one, though it whs of course 
brought m hear to it as possible. The 
wound was aim ply dressed with lint and 
cerate, and a circular bandage was applied 
round tlie thigh. The dissection of the 
removed leg was rather interesting; the 
tibia was very much enlarged, of consider¬ 
able weight, and almost ivory hardness; 
the upper three-fourths of its medullary 
canal were comjtJetely obliterated ; the info- 1 
rior portion necrotic, carious, and filled with 
purulent matter, which communicated with 
the fistulous openings; the astragalus, tibia, 
and fibula, were completely uuchvlo*ed; ihe : 
periosteum of the tibia whs much thickened 
and changed into a whitish cartilaginous 
mass, and for the greater part separated 
from the bone. 


a#™ tin *4 «f .raw*,, W*. . 

interval between the flaps had fordwjt, 
creased. Adhesion began to (a fee utaedeMi $ 
awnWHii points, and on the iflth it wat--^ 
completed, and the cicatrization proceeded 
pbSg 

wound feegafl to swume rather■> *«p*d ? 
appearance, and required the repe ale d w ee , 
of the nitrate of silver. Aube **»« petted, 
two or three amall ahsoesaea forme*, eut*. 
side of the atump, and after having been. 

! ojieoed, left aome fistulous ulcers, which 
within e abort time spontaneously healed. 
At the beginning of April cicatrization was 
completed; the patella was immoveable, end 
did not cause any impediment to the appli¬ 
cation of a wooden leg. 

HOPITAL DE LA CHAB4TE. 

HOSPITAL GANG RUNS. 

In a lecture which M. Roux lately gave 
on gun-shot wounds, he mentioned the ex¬ 
treme rarity of the above affection, com¬ 
pared with' what was observed in former 
times. Since 1814, he has observed it only 
three or four times at the Charitc, and as 
these cases occurred in patieuta occupying 
the two corner-beds of one of his wards, it 
occurred to him, that a fountain in the wall 
between them might he the cauae of this 
singularity. He accordingly ordered the 
fountain to be removed, and since that time, 
no other instance of hospital gangrene has 
been observed there.— Lane. Franf. 


Un the second and fliird day after the 
operation, the patient complained of much 

pain in the stump; his general state was LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

very good, and there was hardly any fever. - 

On the 17th the bandage was removed for An " Encyclopaedia of Practical Medi- 
the first time ; the wound wus of n greyish-i cine," comprising Treatises on the Na- 
red colour; the cartilages began to lose their; ture and Treatment of Diseases, includ- 
natursI smoothness. The t8lh passed with-1 ing Pathological Anatomy, and such parts 
out any unfavourable symptom. On thejof Materia Medics tod Medical Jurispru- . 
liKh, the pain in the stump, though not go j dunce as are of a more strictly practical 
great as before, extended up the thigh and j character, is preparing for publication ia 
hypogaatriuui; the tongue was coated, the London. The following gentlemen us 
pulse rather feverish, and the patient com- amongst tlie contributors whose assistance 
plained of restlessness at night; his bowels has been secured :—Drs. Carawe.ll (Paris), 
were rather costive. Both flaps, but the James Clark, Conolly, D. D. Davis, Dar-. 
posterior ru particular, were swelled; grnnu- wall (Birmingliam), Forbes (Chichester), 
lations of healthy appearance were beginning George Gregory, Marshall Hall, Puget, 
to shout up from the wound. After an emol- A. T. Thomson, Alexander Tweedre, /vrijy 
Kent glyster, all unfavourable symptom* low (Bath), and Pritchard (Bristol 
disappeared; and on the 21st the patient is to he publi.died in parts, roval 8v 
wea so entirely free from pain in the stump, double columns, to form a voluuieCourae ** 
tliat the flaps could be brought nearer to pages when compete. .‘Practice 0 * 

each other. On the 23d some hgBturea Au Address Introductory to y T> ^as b®* 11 
reaine away ; granulation continued to be of Lectures on the Principles and ^ Jtleiub* 1 * 
o healthy kind; the cartilaginous surfaces Physic, by Mr. James llak»CUit ur S x ' 
exhibited in,tome places a greyish brown published at the request o£" 
colour. Gn the 26tli, the interval between of the City of London Medif 
the flaps did not exceed uu inch, and was cul Society. 
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? V Tli« Laws relating to tb* Medical Pro- 
feamon, with an account of the Rise and 
P rogres s of its various Orders. By J. W. 
Wfllcock, Esq., Barrister at Law. London, 
J. and W. T. Clarke, 1830. 8vo. pp. 449. 

, A Treatise on Poisons in relation to 
Medical Jurisprudence, Physiology, and the 
Practice of Physic. By Robert Christison, 
M.D., &c. Edinburgh: Black. 1829. 8?o. 
pp. 698. 

The Principles of Forensic Medicine, 
systematically arranged, and applied to 
British Practice. By John Gordon Smith, 
M.D., &c. Third Edition. London : Under¬ 
wood. 1827. 

A Treatise on the Natural and Chemical 
Properties of Water, and on various British 
Mineral Waters. By Abraham Booth, Op. 
Chemist, &c. Loudon, G. Wightman, 183a. 
pp. 196. 

An A ccount of the Trial between J. Stan 
cliffe. Plaintiff, and T. Cboriey and G. Bul- 
ner, Defendants, for neglect and inatten¬ 
tion in the Dislocation of an Arm; tried 
July 3tat, 1830, at York. Leeds, 1830, 

pp.6l. 

An Introductory Address, delivered at 
the Belfast Mechanics' Institution. By 
Henry M'Corratc, M.D. London, Long- 
man. 1830. pp. 24. 

Lithographic Representations of an Inva¬ 
lid Carriage, constructed on a new and im¬ 
proved principle, for the express purpose of J 
conveying patients to and from hospitals, 1 
&c., with os little pain, inconvenience, or 
delay, as possible. G. Morton, inventor. 
Engelmanu and Co. 

Description of the Pettrisseur or Dough- 
kneading Machinean apparatus for 
making bread by machinery. J. Clements. 
1830. 

Robert Montgomery and his Reviewers, 
with some remarks on the present state of j 
English Poetry, aod on the Laws of Criti¬ 
cism. By Edward Clarkson. Second Edi¬ 
tion. London: Ridgway. 1830. pp. 188. 


I Friend , The accusation con- 
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Medico- Chirurgical Review. 
acted a most honourable and 
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kh<L, and w« Uom 1 Bl, ' >tl “ dl,co "' e<i U,,t 


.hi madamof many fi mp th«gain 

The letter of Mr. fPkatt*n readied ua 
too late for our present number. It shall 
appear next week. 

The suggestion of A Constant Reader, 
Norwich, is one upon winch we cannot act, 
and if it were practicable we fear it would 
be unsightly. 

F. A great number of the coroners of Eng¬ 
land, including those of Norfolk,Suffolk, and 
Essex, petitioned parliament about four or 
five years since, for an increase of feet* 
The pray er of the petition was not complied 
with, hut there is certainly no body of men 
in the kingdom whose services, if adequate ' 
to the duties of the office, are ao ill reward¬ 
ed. Mr. Edward Clarkson, about the time 
that the petition was presented, quoted 
some of the articles in Thb Lancet into 
the Sunday Times, and was one of the first 
public writers who acknowledged and in¬ 
sisted upon the validity and force of the 
arguments which from time to time we bad 
employed in the pages of this Journal. 

We may state generally that the Dublin 
schools ot medicine possess great merit. A 
person on the spot, by making the proper 
inquiries, can easily discover the best of 
them. As we are not personally acquainted 
with any of the hospitals or schools of Dub¬ 
lin, it would be invidious to attempt to in¬ 
stitute comparisons in this place with the, 
probably, deficient information we possess. 

The publication of the letter of a Constant 
Reader relative to the inquest reported in 
the Hampshire Telegraph, would subject 
us to an action for libel. 

The supposed occurrence which appears 
to have given M. H., ao much “ horror,” 
is a physical i m possibility - 

The u uncivil, sneering, contemptuous,” 
conduct of a certain secretary complained of 
by A Medical Student , cannot be- noticed 
unless the letter of our correspondent bn 
properly authenticated. We cannot, iudeed 
we will not, attack the characters of public 
officers, merely upon the authority of 
anonymous writers, or, rather, upon no 
authority it all. 

We have received a great number of 
communications respecting St. John Long, 
but we cannot use them, nor pass any opinion 
upon them,until be has been either acquitted 
or condemned in a court of justing. Let not 
this notice, however, deter other correspon¬ 
dents from transmitting communications re¬ 
lating to this individual, because they may 
ultimately prove useful to ourselves, and 
advantageous to the public. 


Ebbatum :—Page 93, for Roy. Western 
Optb. Hasp., read Roy. Wettmuuter Opth. 
Hosp. 
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DEATH OK MR. HUSKISSON. 

THE CASK OF THE IATK MR. HtrSKISSON, 
D11AWN Ul* 11Y ms BIMUJU'AL ATTENDANT, 
MR. WHATTON, 

To the Editor if The Lancet. 

Sin,—I observe, in your publication of 
Saturday, Oct. 9, o letter from a Doctor 
YVetUerill of Liverpool, animadverting, in 
no measured terms, on the surgical treat¬ 
ment of the late Mr. Huskisson, to which I 
1 Link it quite necessary to reply. Several 
anonymous observations on this subject, in* 
deed, have appeared in the public prints, 
drawn up from erroneous information, and 
concluded upon principles entirely incon¬ 
sistent, and at variance with the plain facts 
of the cuse ; but this was perhaps to be ex¬ 
pected, on the occurrence of an accident, 
like the one in question, to an individual 
of the nuik and talents of Mr. Huskisson, j 
and the very circumstance of their being 
anonymous was, in my opinion, sufficient to 
preclude the necessity of any reply. YViien, 
however, a sweeping and unqualified charge 
of ignorance and inibecilitv is openly brought 
against the surgical attendants who were en¬ 
trusted with the case, and when that charge 
is authenticated by the genuine signature 
of a physician ofLiverpool, and declared to 
be continued by the “ genernl opinion of 
ike family there,'' the matter assumes a 
very different complexion, end it heroines j 
highly proper, for the satisfaction of the j 
public mind, that nnme further notice should ; 
be taken of it, and that the profession should i 
be put in poftiemion of the facts of the r.uae, 
iu Onler totjHtble them to judge correctly 
of the metfttof the question. 

Mr. Hii&ltoonreceived a compound frnc. 
lure of the $g and thigh, on the 15th of Sept, 
last; both hbiiOK of the leg were broken ut 
the upper third,and much comminuted ; their 
splintered tads exposed, and the soft parts 
laceruted to a couaidorahh; extent; the fe¬ 
mur was fractured somewhat above its mid¬ 
dle, and both ends exposed ; there was here 
alec much comminution, and an extensive 
laceration of the muscles and integuments, 
No. 3? 3. 


and the femoral vessels were distinctly visi¬ 
ble at the bottom of the wound. As the 
accident happened midway between Man¬ 
chester and Liverpool, considerable delay 
took place before one of the carriages could 
be detached from the train, and the neces¬ 
sary arrangements effected j but as soon aa 
tins could lie done, Mr. Huskisson was car¬ 
ried forwards to the vicarage at Ecclea, and 
the same engine passed on to Manchester 
for surgical assistance. 

Mr. Kansome, Mr. Garside, Mr. White, 
and myself, were on the rail-road when the 
engine arrived ; and having learnt the par¬ 
ticulars of the accident from Lord Wilton, 
who came up from Ecclea, the necessary in¬ 
struments lor amputation were procured 
from Manchester, and we set off na quickly 
as possible for the vicarage, where we ar¬ 
rived at shout half past two o'clock, two 
hours after the accident. 

Mr. Kansome and myself were introduced 
bv Lord Wilton, and found tbit Dr. Bran- 
dreth of Liverpool, and Dr. Hunter of Edin¬ 
burgh, who had accompanied the procession, 
had arrived in the carriage with Mr. Hus¬ 
kisson, and had remained in attendance 
upon him from the period of the injury. 

The patient was laid on a sofa; there had 
been great hemorrhage, not only on the re¬ 
ceipt of the wouhd, but afterwards, by con¬ 
stant draining: from the veins ; countenance 
pale and ghastly, forehead covered with cold 
perspiration, cold and stiffened extremities, 

; and sickness and oppression at the stomach, 
with frequent convulsive shudders, difficult 
respiration, and great constitutional alarm. 

Although au immediate amputation was 
every way desirable, yet, to have operated 
under these circumstances, would have been 
madness in the surgeon, and certain death Ho 
the patient. Small quantities of W&fm ?pr- 
diuls were given at iuterrals aslho stomach 
would hear them, bottles of hot water 
applied to the hands, feet, and sides of\the 
chest, and every-thing was had recourse to,\ 
with the view of calming the constitutional 
distuihance, and of restoring some litllv 
| power, to enable him to endure the ad¬ 
ditional shock of the operation. • 

These efforts were in vuiu. The anxiety 
and oppression still remuiued, the pulse 
K 
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Buttered OKuiomdlv «t the bend of the the blow, Ida puUa bceontM regular and 
arm, the iliffioulty of breathing increased, good, his atomaeh e«y, I'e u le» agiteieu, 
the convulsions became gradually more vio- hi* countenance revive*. »nd be begin* to 
lent, and we witnessed bis deporture, with feel pain, stiffness, and uneasiness in tuo 
feelings of tbe deepest sympathy and regrot, part} lie will now undergo the operation 
at 9 o'clock, 8J hours after the accident. with the greatest advantage, and if lie beat 
Dr. Wetheri 11, in arguing upon this caw, ** JEWi <*f which tlj^re will. be but little 
haa suffered his' decision completely to doubt, he will recover in the proportion of 
precede his judgment; he has gathered his nine cases out of ten, in auy operation of 
information from the hearsay of any person the upper extremity, or below' the middle of 
who has felt inclined to gossip with him, the thigh, without auy of the bud oonge- 
anrl, when he has thought himself suffici- quences usually mentioned by authors as 
enlly furnished, has straightway indited a following such amputations.” “ If, on the 
letter upon a case which he never saw, and contrary, the operation be performed before 
drawn his conclusions from premises which the constitution have recovered itself, to a 
never existed. certain degree, from the alarm it has bus- 

11 a says it is the opinion of the faculty tained, the additional injury will most pro- 
in Liverpool, that tbe treatment of the case babiy be more than he can bear, and he will 
was unscientific, inefficient, and imbecile gradually sink under it and die.” 

1 do not believe him. I do not believe the “ At the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo I 
faculty of Liverpool are ia tbe habit of net- amputated a thigh in a conveut close to the 
ing so inconsistently, as to give a public, breach, within an hour after the accident, 
unqualified, censure on a case which they at the anxious desire of the patient, the leg 
have not witnessed ; nor do I think, from having been destroyed by the explosion of a 
the know ledge I have of some of them, that shell. There was not more than the usual 
they are at all likely to do so, from any ad- loss of blood, or of delay in the performance 
ditional light which Dr. YVetheriil may of it; my patient did not however recover 
think he has thrown upon the subject, by the shock of the operation, uud at day- 
ilia letter of the J?7tU of September. light 1 found him dead, without the bandage 

The Doctor says, that " an army or a being stained with blood.”—page i!5. 
navy surgeon might have saved the. life of “ When the thigh is destroyed by cannon 
Mr. Huskisson, and so might any oilier sur- shot, above or ut its middle, the injury is 
geon, whose head and hands knew how and very great, and the danger proportionate, 
when to do their duty.” Sir, I take leave The shock is frequently more than the cen¬ 
to say that Mr. Kansome, my colleugue in I stitution can bear, and the patient dies in 
attendance upon this case, has been for the J a few minutes without much iHemorrhage, 
last live-and-twenty yeans one of the surgeons (The loss;of blood is sometimes great; ami 
of a general infirmary, which, for extent of whenever this has occurred, it very much 
practice, and for surgical talent, may vie destroys the chance of success of the opera* 
with any in the united kingdon; and I be- tion. The influence, however, of the in* 
lieve him to lie as reapectable.aa sound, and jury on tho hc/toim system is most to be 
as able 8 practitioner as any in tbe country, dreaded; and this is so great that many, 
Tor myself I have merely to say, that as indeed the greater part of those kind of in- 
Dr. Wetberill so poignantly laments the juries, are generally fatal, w ithout coming 
absence of naval or military experience iu under the observation of the surgeon. An § 
this case, it may soften his distress to be in- operation under these circumstances would 
formed that I was bred in the army, and only hasten the dissolution of the patient.” 
that, in the Peninsular Campaign, I have —p. 2T. 

witnessed the practice of many of the first " A cannon shot struck an officer in the 
military surgeons of the day; and I can middle of the upper half of the right thigh 
assure him that not one of them would have at the buttle of Toulouse, lie was carried 
ventured upon an operation, where the into a house a short distance from the place 
chances were so decidedly against its sue- of accident, and 1 saw him a few minutes 
ce*s; but, instead of inflicting an additional afterwards; the soft parts were torn to tho 
inj^tfryrfc'ould have waited uutil the patient groin, the femur shattered to the trochanters, 
-ha«? somewhat recovered from the great the femoral artery, vein, and anterior crural 
dj>s|tffeutional derangement incident ou such nerve, fairly divided. He had lo«t more 
ao/cuident, ami had shown, at least, some blood than is usual after a limb being torn 
/lope of outliving the operation. away, but not any great quantity, and the 

I shall quota a short passage or two on hemorrhage had conned, lie was pale, 
the question of immediate amputation from ghastly, and lilile able to move; showed 
Mr. Guthrie. At page 24, be says, “ 11 a great anxiety of countenance; the pulso 
soldier, at the end of two, four, or six hours small and quick; the skin clammy ; his face 
after the injury, have recovered from the bedewed with a cold sweat; he could nr- 
gencral constitutional alarm occasioned by liculate, but with difficulty, and did nut up- 
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pear to suflfermuch pain. Here any opera - drenched in blood j and although % .ft«t 
lion would have been itultni death. A a (bo blood-vessels of the limb were entirely 4$- 
fire of the enemy was very smart around the nuded and exposed. J W* informed ap 
house, 1 remained i& it with him aud some means beyond placing a handkerchief round 
other wounded, with the hope of being able the leg, were taken to atop (he flow of 
to rouse him sufficiently by cordials and blood; surely the hemorrhage might hart 
stimulants to bear nn operation. He at first been instantly arrested by securing those 
b wallowed a little wine, but the constitution vessels; or if this could not have been 
could not recover itself, and in about two done (a circumstance not very likely), I 
hours he was dead.”—p. 2B. should have immediately decided, as the 

u When the surgeon is satisfied there is no only alternative left, upon removing the 
chance of saving the limb by prudent delay, extremity with the knife; this would have 
the operation is to be performed as soon been following the directions and practice of 
nfter the receipt of the injury as the state the most eminent surgeons of the day, and 
of the patient will permit; the only point if it had failed of success, the expediency 
to be considered is, if the patient have so j and exigencies of the case justifying the 
fur recovered the shock of the injury, as measure, there could be no blame attached 
to be able to bear the additional one of the to any party.” 

operation.”—p. 47.- I hove to inform Dr. Wetherill that, in 

Now let us see what Dr. Ilennen says : anticipation of the favourable moment at 
" The propriety of amputation on the field which Mr. Hnskisson might probably have 
being admitted, the question naturally sug- j borne the operation of amputation, a ligature 
gests itself, Whut is the proper period 1 in- was applied round the femoral artery, and 
stonily, on the receipt of the wouud, or! that this was done immediately on our Jir$t 
i onsecutively ? The practical reply is, JVitk examination into the nature of the accident . 
as little delay an possible! While hundreds He says, “ If this could not have been 
sire waiting lor the decision of the surgeon, done, he should have immediately decided, 
he will never be at a loss to select iudivi- as the only alternative, upon removing the 
duals who can safely nnd advantageously extremity with the knife.” Indeed ! This 
bear to be operated on, as quickly as him- kind of decision does not surprise me, and 
self and his assistants cau offer their aid ; well befits the character of the man who 


hut he will betray a miserable wont of j 
science indeed, if, in this crowd of sufferers,; 
he indiscriminately amputate the weak, the; 
terrified, the sinking, and the determined, j 
While he is giving bia aid to a few of the \ 
hitler class, encouragement and a cordial'; 
will soon make a change in the state of the ! 
weakly or the terrified ; and a longer period j 
and more active measures wilt render even j 
the. sinking, proper objects for operation, j 
If, however, he is disappointed in his hopes, • 
surely the dictates of common seuse will ■ 
point out the necessity of procrastination, , 
mid will restrain the surgeon from perform- > 
lug what he know* must ultimately be done, 1 
at a period where it is manifestly couHter-, 
acting the object he has in view, to do it at j 
once. When, therefore, he. finds a patient, 
with a feebleness and concentration of the* 
pulse, fainting, mortal agony, loss ofreason, 
convulsions, hiccup, vomiting, irregular: 
chills, with stiffening of the whole body, 
universal feeling of cold and numbness, with ! 
sense nf weight, change of colour, and other 
symptoms of collapse, so well described bv 
Le Conte: he administers wiue, warmth, 1 
nnd volatiles; and when due reaction is 
{established, he performs that humane ope-' 
ration, the utility and necessity of which are j 
now confirmed beyond the possibility of; 
doubt or the influence of cavil.”—p. 4U. 

Dr. Wetherill nays, “ Mr. tiuskisson bled j 
profusely for a length of time, and unlit his : 
clothes ‘aud all about him were literally j 


proclaims for his motto, “ Ubi medicina 
deficit, scalpellum refugium reliquum est 
which means, that when the surgeon cannot 
do your business, the butcher must ; and 
such, too, he says, would hare been “ fol¬ 
lowing the directions and prnctice of tho 
most eminent surgeons of tho day.” 

The profession will perhaps ceaso to 
wonder at the adoption of the choice motto 
of Dr. Wetherill, when they see that the 
chief features of his character uro intemper¬ 
ance and impetuosity; for, what can he 
thought of a man who observes, in reference 
to the difficulties he met with in the ope¬ 
ration of excision of the cervix uteri,* 
that if they occurred in the saute degree iu 
a subsequent cbbo, he would relinquish it 
in the vagina, cut through the abdomen , 
and extirpate the whole of the uterus from 
abat e the pubes, as in the high operation fur 
the stone; and thinks that the e»cape of his 
patient, after the tearing open of the.,peri¬ 
toneum and the protrusion of the iulestuies,. 
which took place in the case he has detailed-, 
warrants him in supposing thut a fear 6f ' 
mangling that membrane, some throe iuchea 
or so, has been too pertinaciously adhered 
to, and is a mere bugbear of the profession ? 
Such practice may consist very well with si 
member of a Salmagundi university, or a 
graduate from Goose Creek; hut no Jiritish 


' see Tub Lancet tor Sud of August, 
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•drgeo&i wfcfc-fiie nearer? of hit patient 
wd the fear of a' coroner before his eyes, 
woeH dare to retort to such a measure ; 
toil 1 would seriously recommend to I)r. 
’Wetheriil’s patients, if he has any. to pause 
before they again commit themselves to the 
chances of his scalpeltum. 

As if, however, Dr. Wetherill, before lie 
had tinished bis letter, had already suspect¬ 
ed the legitimacy of the conclusion be had 
come to, in pronouncing; for instant ampu¬ 
tation in Mr. Huskisson’sc&se, he exclaims, 
“ Nothing is more easy than to get up whya 
and wherefores, and to call in question the 
theory and practice of any manand allows 
that, after all, it might be urged in defence 
of the mode of procedure by the medical 
men in attendance, that they had the ad¬ 
vantage of seeing the case, and, conse 


OK THE DETECTION OF POISONS. 

ed by Dr. ChittdsWa, is fcSi Treatise on 
Poisons, and will consist,— 

Firat,—Of the methods he has directed. 
f Secondly,—Of such modifying remarks ns 
j each individual subject may require. 

Thirdly,—Of adequate instructions in the 
mode of‘preparing the tests, or re-ngents, 

, with ample explanations of the fallacies 
| which their imperfection might occasion. 

Finally,—Wherever it may be necessary 
ive shall advert to the construction and sim¬ 
plification of analytic apparatus, ami notice 
the substitutes which may be employed 
under emergent circumstances, or in remote "* 
situations. This particular department we 
shall occasionally illustrate by engravings, 
and thus furnish, in » small and convenient 
compass, an ample body of information on 
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quently, it may reasonably be supposed i this deeply interesting topic. 

“ they were in a situation the best qualified j The character of Dr. Christiaon, as an ante 
to judge and act correctly.”—! shall now j tytio chemist, stands in such high and de 
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take my leave of Dr. Wetherill, first pre¬ 
mising that 1 think his letter a wanton, 
indecent, and impudent attack, calculated 
only to disturb the peace of mind and con- 


I •’ J.—’-- -..v.. u..u «r- 

| served repute, that witli some persons, we 
are aware, we may incur the imputation of 
unwarrantable presumption, when we refuse 
to transfer his processes to our pages with- 


uiaiuiu peace oi rnraa ana can- jwansier ms processes to our pages with- 
tide nee of the friends and survivors of the! °“ l nnte or comment, while others mnv be 
lamented gentleman, now no more ; and, by j disposed to regard our strictures as entirely * 
advising him, when next he favours tire i superfluous. The high reputntiou of Dr. 
profession with his lucubrations, at least to j t’bristison, however, is one of the principal* 
supply himself with an accurate detail of j paeons that induces ua !i> examine minutely 
the case he writes upon, and to represent! int ° the validity of his opinion#; for we 

Ct of tllP men I)A m.n f.nl i have lived Inn Imm «/.♦ in 1. ...... ..I . 
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fairly Die conduct of the men he may feel an 
inclination to vilify and abuse. I have the 
houour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

Mm. Roceht M'hatton. 
5, Portland Place, Manchester, 

October 12 th, 1830. 


MEDICAL JU KISPTIUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

M e this day present our readers with the 
-first of u series of papers, intended to sup- 
^'jdy practical information on a subject of 
it’hich, it must he admitted, very many 1 
practitioners remain in comparative igno¬ 
rance, namely, the method of applying un- 
impeachable processes to the detection of 
poisons, and various other substances, the 
chemitiil characters of which may foil within 
the reach of medico-legal investigation. 
Our observations in each instance shall be 
founded on the processes lately recommend- 


.... .......... ... upunuijs; inr we 

have lived too long not to have learned ere 
this, how easily reputations arc occasionally 
acquired, and how implicitly mankind, in 
general, may be guided by " authority” in 
matters of which they themselves posses.* 
little practical knowledge. Scarcely have 
five years elapsed since Urfila was regarded 
aa so infallible a chemist, that to question 
the propriety of any of Ins directions in 
medico-legal analysis, would have been 
deemed little short of a heresy worthy of < 
the lagoi, while at present it'is admitted * 
by all correct toxicologists, that in some 
serious points he has given his sanction to 
egregious anil dangerous errors. WWj might 
readily adduce numerous parallel instances 
of this kind if it were necessary, but this i* 

I quite sufficient to vindicate the present in- 
quiry from such aa objection ns the first,while 
as to the second, we shall trust, to the sequel 
for our defence. M e shall now proceed to 
business, and accompanying Dr. Christiaon 
in the order in which he proceeds, we shall 
commence with the consideration of the 
chemical relations of the, mineral acids. 

The sulphuric, nitric, ami muriatic acids, 
usually demand investigation under three/? 
different conditions. lu the firat place, * 
when after administration, whether in sui- j 
cidu, murder, or mistake, a portion of tbo / 
pure and undiluted liquid remains for ex- * 
arninatinn. Secondly, when having been 
taken iuto tho body, they become the sub- 
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ject of analysis in a state of admixture *1$ "Collect the precipitate on a filter, jwfci; ■'£ 

the content* of the atomach, ot vomited dry, and remove it, then mix a 
matter. Thirdly, after aspersion on the body (not more then two grams) with 
or apparel. Such are the modification* etui* proportion of dry charcoal powder, aad. : ifip^ r> v 
mcrated by Dr. ChriatUon, and to those we ject the mixture for two or three minutet fd 
may add a rare, but interesting form, which a covered platinum spoon, or in a foUT of 
we have once witnessed, namely, where a platinum foil, to the flame of a spirit Imttp, 
corrosive acid has been wilfully injected into enlivened with the blow-pipe, A portion 
a door-lock to facilitate, as was supposed, at least of the sulphate is thus converted 
the entrance of robbers into the house it into sulpburet of baryta.* To prove this, 
secured. Of the common properties of thesft put the powder, with a little water, in the 
acids, Dr. Christison speaks in the follow- bottom of a small glass tube, add a little 
iwg appropriate, terras—page 116. hydro-chloric acid, and then hold within the 

“ The only common properties that re- tube a bit of white paper, moistened with 
rjuire notice are, the power of reddening the the acetate or nitrate of lead—sulphuretted 
vegetable blue colours, for showing which hydrogen gas is disengaged, which will darken 
litmus paper is commonly used, and is most the paper, and likewise often betray itself 
convenient j and their power of corroding by its singular odour.” 
nil articles of dress, especially sucli as are In the consideration of these processes 
made of hair, woo!, and leather. This last there are two circumstances which demand 
property is specified, though a familiar one, rBther more particular detail than Dr. Cbria- 
because it always forms an important piece tison has given; the first is, the adulteration 
of evidence in criminal cases. In order to of nitric acid with sulphuric acid ; the se- 
upply it with accuracy, it is necessary to cond relBtes to the mode of obtaining the 
remember, that if the article of dress is a i evidence of these properties from the smallest 
coloured one, it ia generally rendered red by I possible quantity of the bsrytic precipitate, 
the mineral acids; but that the vegetable | With regard to the former, it is quite evi- 
arids will also redden most articles of dress, j deul, that, should the nitric acid employed 
although they do uot corrode them.*’ I to test the solubility of this precipitate it- 

To this paragraph we have but one wddi-'] self contain traces of the sulphuric, a quan- 
lional remark to append. In many places j tity of sulphate of baryta should thus be 
litmus can, by no possibility, be obtained.! formed and remain undissolved. The method 
Cnsized paper, dyed in a decoction of red; of remedying this defect, though exceed- 
cahbago, will prove on available and efficient ingly simple, should still have been pointed 
substitute. Dr. Christiana next proceeds to-out in the text j. it consists in the addition 
give directions for the detection of the sul-; of u dilute solution of nitrate of baryta to 
plturic acid in its pure and dilu'ed form. j the nitric acid, and allowing any precipitate 
*• When concentrated, it is oily-looking,' which may occur to subside, aud then re- 
colouvless or brownish, without odour, arid j moving the supematunt fluid. As to the 
much heavier than water, and it rapidly; second, attention to the following experi- 
eorrodvs animal substances. If from these j tuent will show that Dr. Christison’s direc- 
properties, ami its olivets on litmus, its ex- \ tions are not in their manipulation adequate 
act nature is not obvious, it is to he con-! to the detection of the smallest possible 
verted into the diluted acid, in doing which' quantity of the sulphuric acid. A phial, 
the experimentalist will remark, that the ■ containing the acid, was inverted, and its 
mixture becomes verv hot, if the water is 1 contents allowed to escape ; in this position 
not added too abundantly. When diluted, | it was suffered to remain for forty-eight 
it is to lie tested with litmus at.d lasted. An j hours, till it was apparently dry ; on close 
arid having thins been proved to be present,! inspection, however, an extremely minute 
a little nitric acid is to be added, and sub- j quantity of moisture, not exceeding the 
sequently a solution of the nitrate of harvia. i 100th part of a drop, was seen in the augle 
If u heavy white precipitate fulls down, it between the bottom and sides of the phial; 
can he nothing else thou sulphate of baryta, by touching this with the extremity of a 
because no acid but the sulphuric forms with small glass tube, drawn out to tbe fineness 
the bnrytic slate a white precipitate insolu- of a hair, the fluid immediately rose by 
bio in the nitric acid. The phosphate and capillary ascent, and was easily removed to 
carbonate of baryta are both soluble in a bit of thick glass; it was then .touched 
nitric acid. In applying this test, care must with uu equal quantity of niirale of baryta, 
be taken to employ nitric acid entirely free previously mixed with a sufficient quantity 
from sulphuric, an admixture which the of nitric arid, when a white precipitate whs 
common nitric acid of the shops almost in- immediately procured. On healing the 
variably contains.” glass, the sulphate of baryta remained in 

The author also suggests the further ex-...— t - 

nminiiliou of this i.reoijiilnlo by the follow. , Tnjj t> „ ,™, nl ^ 1 u»l mol lit »t. 

JOg mgraious uud satialactory experiment: Chri.ti.oo’. text; it sbouhl he “ horiitm." 
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I In tta analysts of the impnri Animal fluid, 
Ihcro is a preeautfoa to be observed respect- 
tog the use of toe nitric add which Dr. 
ChrittUon has toot noticed, namely, that ft 
ahohid be inrtiiabij Added kflore toe w>lo* 
tion of baryta, ttod the Etiid illoired toataod 
for some time, for the following rewon .* in 
serera) animal fluids nitric odd causes a 
I white albuminous, or cas*oua precipitate, 
insoluble in that fluid, and which by an 
inexperienced analyst may readily be wis- 
taken for the sulphate of baryta itself. If, 
therefore, the previous addition of nitric acid 
cause a coagulation, filtration should be em¬ 
ployed before the nitrate of baryta be applied. 

With resped to the fallacies l)r. Chris- 
tisnn so correctly men lions, we believe we 
can point out two other sources of deception 
of considerable importance; the first rather 
fortuitous, the second more constant in its 
operation; we allude tothemedit-innlemploy¬ 
ment of sulphur, and the sulphates of sotfu, 

nofneli «iwl i.... .. 
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wjfcl* e«t*Wy*o« sore 
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ipHtUtitT toy tab mall for reduction to the 
state of fcdphuTet by the method I)r. Cris- 
tf>M 0topoMi, This was, however, aecom- 
Wlbtod by mixing the crust on the glass 
wilt an equal quality of charcoal, and heat* 

Jilgft fora minute or two in a fine blow-pipe 
Elm. The black colour of the charcoal 
■otot disappeared, and after the glass had 
tooled, a minute drop of the solution of the 
acetate of lead, strongly acidulated with 
acetic acid, was dropped on the surface of 
the precipitate, when a deep-black stain of 
the sulphuret of lead was immediately pro¬ 
duced. It is to be observed here, that the 
acidulation should always be with the ace¬ 
tic aoid, since the nitric dissolves the sul- 
phuret of lead, and n white precipitate is 
produced by the muriatic, which entirely 
obscures the effect. 

W e shall next quote Dr. Chrislison’s di- i mem or sulphur, and 
rectiom for the elimination of the contents i potash, and magnesia. Tlauuliihur.slrnir 
01 Uie atomacb, vomited matters, und sas- j as the fact may appear, is liable to heem,- 
pecled status, and also hiaopmions concern. I verted into sulphuric acid in its tranMt 

1111/ (no liOvarol tnl neino le ...l.snk si..._ ' . 1 . . . ‘ 
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mg the several fallacies to which the pro¬ 
cesses are exposed:— 

“ fu the case of the contents of the sto- 
nacb, vomited matter, or stains, the process 
is nearly the same ns that for delecting it in 
»b undiluted state. The suspected matter i 
is simply to be boiled for a few minuteB,! 
distilled water being added, if it is a fra 


through the mysterious laboratory of the 
digestive and excretory organs, has heen indu¬ 
bitably proved by the experiments of VVuh- 
ler and Slebherger, ns far as regards tlio 
urine, and in our own observations in a series 
of extended experiments on the contents 
of the alimentary canal. Again, it is a mut¬ 
ter of notoriety, that in a majority of cases 
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of vomitinf, only tty limit,ug |he 
inference in favour of poisoning to the 
cases it, which the precipitate formed with 
the nitrate of barytn is considerable. In 


the instance of stains on clothes, however e,™ideraL„ fc,BfC—rnuces i,.t 
we have h nurtr correct, vc in a c^par.tive! Z“I? “ ' 


we have a surer corrective in a comparative 
analysis of a sound portion of the same 
clotltea.' Tims, in tin case of Eupleuiiu 
Macmillan, l)r. Turner and I procured, front 
n corroded piece of a hat, 4-.T grains of 
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tbpy be implicitly followed, the examiner 
should sweat to the detection of sulphuric 
Vn^V ? mr80 w< * confine ourselves, with 
JJr f.Jiristisoo, to the chemical evidence, 
und do not lake the morbid uppenrnnees into 

f'/tf tfi l ilomtioi. r. __ I - 


some degree to supersede the necessity of 
an analytic examination at all. In all cases, 
therefore, we believe it will be essential to 
tho clic-mical proof of poisoning iu this casw, 
that no sulphur, nor sulphates, should Lnvo 
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of a coat,0-9 ol.a grain of the sulphate; 
and from an unstained piece, dose beside 
tlie other, u faint haze, but no precipitate.” 


which tin; fuifiliutu of nncni'Kia hud caused 
d<'ath, when giveu to u chdd iu rather an 
unusual dose. 



EXPANSION OF THE HORSE'S FOOT. 1« 

I»te>pr«Mdii. e c*|»rla«i.tSM*It» fta jmiiflM «(• Mr, that 
nawtaltj for any particular apparatus. for *nm wm* folly acquainted with the pritKSjiF 
communicating heat, tUc spirit lamp alone of expansion of the hone's foot, ant tjattf' 
should he used, nod a dubiiitute for this he wo wholly entitled to tht merit* trf«3-; 
may k* readily constricted bjr fitting a cork hot it it necesemry for me to reasrk, tfiijr 
with fe tin tube, shout tn inch long, loosely be first used e great vripy plausible trgtf- 
imo the mouth of n wide-necked phial. The meuts, of width be is so abba a mwter, in 
blow-pipe is employed by working jewellers order, if possible, to convince me that tho 
and watchmakers, and therefore can be eahUy work in question bad been predated on the 
procured. title page by the bookseller*, and that it 

As the nitric acid has already been fully did not in reality appear iritil after his 
noticed in several papers by a correspondent, own; but on that point I was happily tn- 
we shall, in the next Number, advert to tb« abled also to meet him, by informing him, 

. processes for delecting the muriatic and that I had seen Mr. Freeman's book long 
1 oxalic acids. before his was published. I had previously 

heard Mr. B. Clark make similar assertions 

- --. -. . os to the date several times. I need not, 

1 think, now say, To whom is the merit 
duel** 

discovery OF TDK exfansion of TitB The writer instances Jenner and Milton 
horse's foot. in support of his claim-all. Allow me, 

—— therefore, to observe of Dr. Jenner, that be 

To the Editor of The Lancet, wm a »»“ «f unassuming manners, neither 

covetous of pelf or fame, ever ready to 
Sir,—I n addition to my former letter, acknowledge whatever information be de- 
No. 361, page 687-8, I semi the subjoined rived from others, above concealment, and 
to disprove the claim-all pretensions to tbo he never descended to low, mean, and de- 
discovery of the expansion of the horse’s grading tricks to feed avarice or rereuge, 
foot, asserted iu No. page 8‘Ji>, and, as for he possessed neither; nor did he vul- 
brevily is the order of the day, 1 proceed garly abuse his professional brethren who 
without further preface. It is there stnted, differed from him in opinion. 

“ These authors (says th« writer, alluding What Milton did when he was seven or 
to Messrs Freeman aud James Clark) have eight years old I am not enabled to say, or 
long been familiar to me; but tho passages j whether he had before that age studied 
quoted, taken as they are, without the eon- anatomy, or described the circulation of the 
test, would probably lead to incorrect con- blood poetically or physiologically, 1 cannot 
elusions ill other minds." In what other tell; it appears, however, that Harvey dis¬ 
way, than by extracts, is it possible to covered the circulation iu or about KilU; 
fairly contrast and convey tho opinions of that Milton was born iu 1608, and that he 
different writers to the public iii u letter lived many years after Harvey, who died 
through a journal, let me ask ! fot l am at in 16o7, so that I believe those points avail 
n loss even to conjecture; but 1 can posi- the writer nought. A great deal follows 
lively assure vour renders, that all the ex- about inventions, steam-engines, &c., that 
tracts which have been made ure fully borne does not in any way appear to rat- to apply 
out by the context; arid, ns regards the to the case ; but as 1 intend hereafter to 
writer’s hnti familiarity with these authors, show that some of Freeman’s excellent stste- 
which lie would have us fain believe, 1 must meuts huve been wrongfully departed from; 
observe, that it is only a few months since, that some of Mr. B. Clark’s assertions are 
on my showing him Mr. Freeman’s able and not only erroneous but injurious ; and that 
apleudid work, that he expressed his very he does not appear to me to understand the 
great surprise on weeing so much had been real formation and fiction of the foot, or 
aaid on the subject prior to Mr. B. Clark's the application of Old BlnmleviU’a, now 
publication. He admitted the book wus on- his own darling shoe ; 1 shall consequently 
tirely new to him, uud on my pointing out pass over this for the present. 

Severn) particular passages, he acknowieilg- It is next assertpil by the all-claiming 
od the great justness of their application, and writer, that" The passages which have- 
the author's very correct views of tbo ex- been taken from the works of Messrs. Free- 
pansiou of the horse’s foot. Similar admin- man and Janies Clark, contain all that can 
'i aiona have ulso been made by him iu respBCt he advanced in their favour," I most 
to certain parts of Mr. James Clark's writ- positively assure your readers, that some 
mgs; and 1 am further enabled to assert, of the weakest only, if pass, hie, were pur- 
I lint in a conversation with Mr. B. Clark poselv extracted ^i. c. in my form A letter), 
(the writer before alluded to being also 1 have now added one more, and if the 
present) on the merits of Mr. Freeman's limits of your pages would admit 1 could as 
book, bo admitted, if the work in quos- easily give twenty, but us Mi. Freeman's 
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book will shortly be republished with ex- vatums, &/c. Eg Strickland Freeman, Esq. 
tensive notes, it will then be attainable by 1796. 

those who may wish to examine for them- The writer again goes on to assert, that 
selves, and you will, I presume, no longer the expansion of the foot was not undoratood 
be expected to insert it in your journal for by these authors, and that they “nailed 
the sake of the context. their shoes on both sides.” Now, pray is 

“ When, according to the general method, not Mr. Jl. Clark's darling shoe nailed on 
akng shoe with a brood web is unfortu- both aides? What quibbles and shifts an* 
tunately put on, which is made thicker at thfre not to be fouud for the purpose of 
the heels than at the toe, the consequence soiling paper! 

which commoaly ensues is, that of hinder- The iden of the writer’s quoting Mr. 
ing the expansion of the heel of the foot, Coleman’s book to serve his object, reminds 
which, in that case, soon over-contracts me of the devil’s quoting Scripture, which 
itself. This circumstance produces very he has ever been said to do when it would 
great pain to the foot, by occasioning too answer his purpose. To enter fully into 
great a compression of the cartilages, and of this.nud the immediately preceding points, 
the blood-vessels by which they are Bur- would (ill a Lasoki, and consequently, us 
rounded.”— Observations on ike Mechanism not being of very great moment, must be 
of the Horse's Foot, Eg Strickland Free- passed by for the present. 
man, Esq. 17*H>. “ 1 admit (says the writer, and really one 

“ That they saw the expansion of the admission is something from such n quarter ) 
heels,” says the all-claiming writer, “as that he (Freeman) saw the expansive action 
they term it, I frankly admit, but thev saw I of u ‘« foot, but he neither demonstrated it 
without understanding it.” Oh! oh f they | 80 as t0 be intelligible to others, nor made 
did see that, then; and pray what other j aw 7 particular application ol it, &c.” lie 
expansion iB there to be seen in the horse’s! certainly did not take out a pnteut for tlui 
foot’ This ttie claim-alt writer h»s v.rv! <h»co*nry, or nMe in, fooU.I. hit so a» In 
cunningly omitted to inform your readers,|deceive himself and others; on that score 
modestly refrainiugfrom saving one single : then there is much more credit due to him. 
word about the bow and string; is In kite Bn 11 positively assert, and stand pledged 
signd viuc.es blurred from the escutcheon ; *° P rove « that lie (at least ns far us 1 have 
are the 12$. pHstbonrd gewgaws goa8 to' been able to discover), of nil writer.**, bus 
oblivion ? “ Why they did not understand j tht * most «°ir*clly described the expansive 
it,” we are modestly kept in the dark; J! a,, d true action of the horse s foot. While 
will, therefore, venture to conjecture they! 0 ™ SM ^J ect patents, as the writer 
wore supposed by the writer not tu have j ! »md<'« to them, ! tiutst cotif'enH that I do 
possessed, like himself, u superior capacity, i 1,01 '/‘i* et'/ul in sneering at those gen. 

, ' ;th meu who have been disappointed on tnk- 

“ Ab to freemans losing sight ol ex- j fag ou j patents lor improvements in hurse- 
pansion altogether, and leaving it as.an —1 paiticuhiilv allude m Mr. Hotel., 

observation he had made bearing no iin.; i.^m.-roloneUioUitinch, will, others; and 
port ant fonseqiiericei, «nu loading in iio; )kj „ r , lo ,„ lftf |t. (’lark U 
valuable result, is such a false assertion. i| )e number.—,NVeff emui % duUit March 

that u c ould only have be. n marie lor w.l- : y ^ , Rwd Art \ t x- Cm t 

till imsrepres(-iitiition,ur by a person ignorant All ^ vs i hum;. 

.,f li.e rcftlmerits Of the 1’f.ot; 1 will, ilere- ‘ „HU mi.hty pasp, lavs 

Uir., aud one more al.ott «*:ract from very claim Vtnll for Mi. II. Clark, " will, wlmu 
uaar tUa ei.J to support nr wantum. t | ie „„ i,„. u tfc,« discovery »a< 

“ When a horse, therefore, happens to perlec:ly original, that he arrived tu u know- 
set liis foot on a large pebble, or on an j ledge of it whilst, making experiments to re* 
uneven-pointed stone m a paved street, l,i:;;li«*ve contracted feel, and not by any chance 
heel, which for reasons before given, will or casualty.”* This n ally is nucli a grasp- 
receiu- no injury from that .stone, when shod; idl and sweeping sort of cl.iim that it is not 
in such, a manner as u» hr- able to expand -oasy to grapple with it; wo will, therefore, 
itself, will be less liable to slip upon it: place the writer nu a par with the celebrated 
than, if covered with a shoe with crumps to i cri'ic Dennis, who was always wont to claim 
it, the points of which only contribute to the rmritof being the author of every ‘thing 
make the bearing of the shoo more uneven, gieat: being on « time at the performance 
where from the hardness of a pebble, or of of n play, in which some part required the 
an irregular pavement, the &ho> is not able introduction and imitation of rolling peals of 
to enter it. The heels of the fore-feet| thunder, the effect being great ami well 
should,(therefore, on this, as on many other \ executod, the critic, vebetneutly exclaimed, 

accounts, bft permitted to expaud thein-j —.---....*- 

srfvvs, by having that sort .,f.b.*.un which! . j,,,. m , Mciml wUll „ r , Bl t , ark ., m 

produces the least impediment. -fmr-1 account further ou ' 
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“ That's my thunder! tis all my thunder!" on tbe functions and structure of the frog; 
The writer may, therefore, console himself nor had he any consistent notions aa to the 
with not being the first who has overshot the real cause of the contraction of the foot/ or 
mark; but more of this anon. any idea of the changed state of the coffin- 

To proceed, Mr. II. Clark did, however, bone in this disease/' Now reader, Way 
publish some years ago an erperiuient which contrast this with what Mr. James Clark 
we will suppose he made, on one mare’s says, psge n, and consider how far we are 
foot for n succession of years, but that he justified iu placing confidence in Mr. 15. 
need not hare taken the trouble to do, if lie Clark’s writiugs without clue examination, 
had studied those authors who had preceded “ The crust (and by some the wall) is of a 
him; and Bfter oil it is only oue instance, tough hard substance, thick and strong.at 
and as I nm not aware of his having treated the fore-part or toe, but thinner and weaker 
us with a now course in his republicution, towards the heels, it reflects inwards and 
wo may fairly presume he has none to forwards to the point of the frog, there it is 
give us, and, therefore, at best it is only termed the bars or binders of tbe foot." His 
solitary evidence, as M. (jirord very justly opinion of the frog, which is equally correct, 
observes. * was quoted in my last communication, and 

if my memory does not fail me, Mr. B, need not be repouted here. On contraction 
Clark bus somewhere modestly said of him- of the foot at page 10 he states, '* The heels, 
self that his labours have been “blessed as has beta observed, being forced together, 
with many discoveries of no mean import- j the crust presses upon the processes of the 
auce " (in his own opinion of course). What ] coffin, and extremities of the nut-boms; 
a blessing then it would be fur us to have itlie frog is confined, and raised so far from 
them in a narrow compass, as we might thru 'tbe ground, that it cannot have that support 
fairly examine them, and contrast them with'upon it, which it ought to have; tho circu- 
tlieopiuions of others, who, unfortunately for I laliou of the blood is impeded, and a wast- 
Mr. B, Clark's credit and investigation,ling of the frog, oud frequently of tbe tvkofe 
have too frequently u prior claim to them, j/m><cnfups." 

although they may have been possibly dis- j 1 have next to revert to Mr. B. Clark's 
coveries to Idm! 1 copy, for example, the! own account of, and manner of becoming 
following, which will iu some measure show j acquainted with, the burs or inflections of 
with how little ceremony he has treated j the hoof. “ The actual construction also of 
pi eccding writers, though the claim-all 'the horse's hoof was laid open to me in the 
writer idthe letter would perhaps have us following mannerA young fresh hoof had 
believe, and npparentiv wishes us to do so, lain on my desk some days, and tired almost 
that Mr. H. (..’lark was wholly unacquainted of seeing it, 1 determined, without any par- 
with all who wrote before him, and thus to tit ular object, to make un horizontal section 
account for his perfect originality. of it, and throw it away ; in inspecting it, 

iu alluding to the old writers’ ignorance after sawing it asuuder, 1 observed the loose 
iu one of his numerous publications, Mr. 13. edges of the frog-band and bulbs, and tracing 
Clark says Osiuer was an exception; con- them found them to make one entire unhrn- 
nequently we presume In* ought to have been ken circle round the hoot, to in v great «ur- 
wel! acquainted with his boo!., wherein l prise, as the hoof's structure then admitted 
find the following set down, and u-1 did not of un cuey explanation ; the bars were next 
advance it ns proof in my last, 1 shull do so stum to be portions only of the wall inflected 
now,and if Mr. Li. Clark did not understand inwards towards the centre of the foot, so 
that writer's very plain language, l tan only that the hoof consisted simply of two circles, 
attribute it to the tlulluess uf his perception erne of elastic horn, and one ol firm horn in- 
und comprehension. “ On the other hand stead of several parts, as was before imagined; 
(speaking of the indiscriminate custom ol the sole bring merely u supplementary part 
stopping and grousing nil sorts of feet}, the uniting ami tilling up these parts, and closing 
hoof being capable of contraction and ex- the lower opening of the hoof.** 
pitnsioo, strong feet canuut he kept too full Notwithstanding the chance which let 
of oil, for tbe reasons before given."— Mr. Ji. Cluik iuto the knowledge of this lie- 
Treatise on the Diwuses and Lameness of aciiption, every point of it which is correct 
/torses. Jiff IV. (timer, I7t*l,;wge .Vi. was well known, and hud been described 
Mr. 13. Clark has likewise stated that years before, by O&mer, James Clark,Ac. 
“ J nines Clark of Edinburgh is also an ex- As I have already trespassed to a consider- 
ception, having a good deal of good plain able length on your columns, 1 shall be corn- 
sense and sound observation in his wfiiiiigti; polled to defer what l have to advance on 
and he was supposed by many intelligent the structure of the foot, to a more favourable 
persons to have exhausted the subject of opportunity. Ami remain, Sir, 
shoeing and the foot, yet was he wholly yours, much obliged, &«., 

unucquaiuted with the inflected nature of 13. 11 a kt. 

tbe burse's hoof or its bulbs or frog baml, September 7, 1830, 
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DISSENSIONS in THE LONDON UNIVERSITY. 


DIMSflttoHS W ins DDIVERSITY OF 
LONDON. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sra,—In consequence of two professors, 
supposed, on account of their conduct, to 
have been Professors Davis and Conolly, 

Ln*ing gone to the warden and alarmed him 
by stating, what is known by all nty friends 
to be untrue, that 1 intended to'excite a 
disturbance at the Medical Society of the 
University,—the warden, without saying 
any-thing to me, or to anvofmy friends, 
ordered the porter to prevent my entrance ("* 7V° 8e . 

into the University. The pupils, therefore, '* , , t f , V t Ie 
like honest men, gave me that hearing, which I B * r.*. 8kitt 
the council and warden had denied me, and 
afterwards sent me the following documents, 
of which l am indeed proud, because they 
show the rising spirit of the young men of 
the present day. You will oblige me by 
publishing them with my answer. 

Alex. Thomson. 


. dismissal. They are convinced that« pro- 
| ceedingaoarbitrary, Irregular, and unjust, is 
incompatible wilh* the host interests of the 
University, and subversive of the liberal 
, principles, to which it owes its foundation 
and support. 

“ The following students have appealed 
their names to the above resolutions 


65, N. Eisdell, Chairman, 
W. Calvert 49. W. R. Williams 

*• B. D- Goodwin 50. I). W. Nosh 

3. E.Meryon Si. W.Rayner 

4. W.C.Copperthwaite3?. J. Storar 

K !• . ..r , - 


5. C. K. Bree 

6. J. Boosey 


9. W.P.Jorden 

10. W, Hnyes 

11. C. Hurl and 

12. W. Evans 

13. W. M'Kie 

14. IV. Thisselion 

15. W. Mumford 

16. W, Player 

17. H. Bird 


31. P. H. Ed go 
3 1. J. K. Noble 

33. S. Du lieu 

34. J. U. Lewi* 


44 University of London, Oct. 14. 

“ Dear Sir,—We liave great pleasure in 
enclosing the resolutions agreed upon at the 
meeting yesterday, with only two dissen¬ 
tient voices, and remain, 

41 Dear Sir, yours very truly, 

“ A r . Eisdu.l, Chairman 
u T. Howitt, Secretary. 

14 At a meeting of the medical students of 
the London University, held in their com¬ 
mon room, on Wednesday, the 13th of Oc- 
tober, 1830, it was resolved, that j t-owan 

44 1. This meeting views with anxious ^9. H. W. Lloyd 
concern the unmerited displeasure of thel^** 0 hud wick 

council, lately manifested toward their fel¬ 
low student Dr. Alexander Thomson. 

44 2. lit. A. Thomson, having fully laid 
before the students of the University, every 
particular of big late conduct in connexion 
with that institution, and submitted to their 
perusal authentic documents in support of 
his statements, this meeting begs respect¬ 
fully to intimate to the council its unqua¬ 
lified approbation of the motives Dr. Thom¬ 
son acted upon in the transactions alluded to. 

“ 3. The students are fully aware of the 
deference they owe to the ordinances of the 
couucil, but'eannot view, without apprehen¬ 
sion, the summary measure which has been 
put in force in the case of Dr. A. Thomson, 
via., his extraordinary expulsion from the 
University. They conceive it to be npuhhr 
institution, established on n system of en¬ 
larged and scientific usefulness to society; 
and, they think themselves called upon to 
enter their tfrm proto-1 against the dismissal 
of apupil from its class-rooms, without his 
having violated any known law, any hearing* 
of evidence, or even an official notice of his 


53. J. Wakefield 

54. Jos. Thompson 

55. R. li. Sliute 
•St). W.Cluley 
67. .1. Douglas 

58. W. Bennett 

59. M. Drown 

60. W.G. Driver 

61. W. Johnson 

62. J-N. lludlestone 

63. G. Hume 

64. T. Pidw. ll 
66. R. Garner 


18. C.G. De Morgan G7. W. Ad ninth waite 

19. H. Devonshire 68. E. Parslow 

20. J. Johnson 6}). J. Hull 

21. J. Harris 70. .1. Dyer 

22. T. Woolwridge 71. T. Culler 

, 23. T. Johnson 72. C. Ci. Ford 

24. R. Durlley 75. J. V. Litchfield 

25. T.G. Wright 74. J.P. Wallis 

26. R. \V. Semple 75. A. M. a Beckett 

127. J. H.Worlbingtou76. J. Massey 
28. M. Cowan . 7 


77. J. Raynor 

78. J. M erriman 

79. T. Chandler 

80. J. Thomson 

81. A.,Sisson 
02. C. Roberts 
»«. W.Reily 


35. Hanhury Smith 04. Henry Thomas 

36. .f. T. Owen 85. R. Wakefield 

37. H. Jowett 86. W, Tornkymt * 

38. W.G. S. Clack 87. W. KUworlh 
•»9. (i L. Cooper 88. B. Johnson 

40. K. Smith Owen 89. R. Stevens 

41. P. Walsh 90. S. M Morris 

42. T. D. Good ridge ill. B. Norton 

43. F, Spry 92. J. C. Leadheatter 

44. Chas. Thompson 93. K. W. Holland 
4.». W. James 94. John Chisholm 

46. J5. Jsy 95. Mill ward Pogson 

47. J. Weston 96. T. Howitt, Secre- 

48. T. Davie tary.” 

Many of my fellow pupils have called upon 
me, and informed mo, that double the num¬ 
ber of names would have been appended, 
had a coinniunicatir.n not been rnudr from* 
the office, stating that 1 was not a matricu¬ 
lated pupil. As soon as I heard of this, ( 
sent the following letter to the warden 



* Sibilating veettod u my gratifying 
communication from ninety *#ix of my fellow 
students, approving of my conduct in regard 
to Professor Pattiaon,and having been inform¬ 
al by many others of them, who have notap- 
pended their signatures to this document, 
that they haveheen restrained,by acommuni- 
calion from the office ndinning that I am not 
n matriculated student, from appending their 
names to this document, the whole tenour 
of which they otherwise approve; 1 beg to 
express to you my surprise at such informa¬ 
tion, and to inform you, that the moment I 
heard of it, 1 went to the office and tendered 
my mohey for a library ticket, which was 
refused. I assure you, that 1 have been at¬ 
tending the University under the belief that 
I was a regularly matriculated student; for, 
when J feed Dr. Davis for his lectures, he 
informed me publicly, in the presence of 
his class, that his share of the money at least 
would he remitted to me from the office * 
This money 1 have never received, although 
1 have more than once applied to Dr. Davis 
for it. I concluded, therefore, that this 
money was left for me at the office, where I 
wished it to remain, as ray matriculation 
fee. Under this belief I attended many of 
the lectures last year. Again, Sir, I wish 
to ask of you whether, as a gentleman per- 
wilted by the council, through courtesy, to 
attend lectures in their institution, they 
give you authority to prohibit mv entrance 
without sendiug me any writieu’document, 
and through the mouth of the porter ! 
Agiwu, Sir, I wish to know whether you 
cau expel me from, or prevent me entering, 
the, medical society, of which I was the 
founder, ur well as framer of its laws, and 
nm still an honorary member, having paid all 
my fees. If I, an old pupil by your acknow¬ 
ledgment, am excluded in this umuner, of 
what use is it to me to have paid all mv 
fees to that society 1 An auawer to these 
queries will oblige 

*' Voor obedient servant, 

(Signed) “ A (.lx, Thomson. 

“ Octobor l.>ib, J8:>0.” 


MEDICAL ELECTIONS. 


m 

upon your own right*, and the$§M would 
I not havo been insulted by the eotfeiH,* who 
after reading your testimonial, sent me a 
letter, of which the following is a copy 

Copy of the Warden'tMter to Dr. Thomson , 

•“University of London, Oct. 15,1030, 

*' Sir,—I have laid your letter of this date 
I before the council, and I am directed to 
I transmit to you the following resolutions of 
the council passed this day 

That Dr. Alexander Thomson be not 
permitted in future to come with in the 
precincts of the University, and that the 
warden do give the necessary orders for 
carrying this resolution into effect. 

" 1 That a copy of the preceding resolution 
be transmitted to Dr. Alexander Thomson.’ 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your very obedient servant, 

“ Leonard Horner, Warden. 

“ Dr. Alex. Thomson.” 

“ Moreover, Gentlemen, they have coins 
to a resolution to take no notice whatever of 
, your protest, and on no account to acknow* 

| ledge the students aa a body possessing any 
rights, but such u they in courtesy may 
i choose to grant. If you are idiots and cow- 
I ards enough to submit to this, you deserve all 
the inflictions which that body can impose 
upon you, and will, in the’langnnge of 
your haughty professor of midwifery, bo 
“ crushed." I have done my duty in giving 
you the opportuuity of assorting your inde¬ 
pendence : I deeply regret the existence in 
so large ti body of young and strong men, of 
the pusillanimity and weakness of intellect 
which has made you neglect it. 

“ Your fellow student, 

“Alex. Thomson. 

“ October 18th, 1830." 


To those Pupils of the. University of f.nn- 
don, who have sinned Ike Protest to the 
Council in favour of Dr. dies. Thomson. 
“ Gentlemen,—Allow me to return you 
my thanks for the kind interest you have 
taken in my welfare; I wish you hud rmher 
had moral courage enough to have insisted 

•There is nn agreement aiuon-; thr professor, 
(tint they will receive no money from their nil- 
leagues' son*. Uni the council' do nut sanrlioii 
tlu« ngrcmrnt, nod, t here (on*, the sons lire obliged 
to purchase a library ticket each year, ns no 
one in permitted to buy u library ticket who does not 
mleiul io cuter to a cminsc of lectures, to juu that 
imrtot Hicks which goes to the I'mmtiij chest. 


MEDICAL ELECTIONS. 


To the Cditor ofTur. Lancet. 


Sir,—I ami many of my brother pupils 
j should esteem it n particular favour, if you 
j would insert in your Lancet of next Salnr- 

* day, the following passage from Mr. Der- 
mott’s introductory lecture. You ‘will, { 

i am sure, be pleased to learn, that the entire 
| address consisted of an able condensation of 

* those arguments which you have so repeat- 


* It is hotter, however, to observe to y«n. that not 
more tluiii six memhers of eonfliil lmimi thisoc- 
CHSlon, as I am ereditdv iuformrit b> two of the 
pitil>*snrs. Ur. Hnkberk and Mr. $ lurch were, i 
urn also told, of the number. 



1 « • 

«)l.r *|M inTite Umst u> hw.it» 

HAtiinit'iiunc/ii. «»»>»■ 

X am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Pupil. 


LATE INQUEST AT HAB1PT0N. 


medict] profewiofl must effect it; and while 
they allow the &1b to remain, and do not 
acli oremove them, they must blame them¬ 
selves.” 


•* Now it ia Ihe aristocracy boih in medi* 
cine and politics (and by the term medicul 
aristocracy 1 mean monopoly of power) 
which is tlie/wwi/Mrt/c cause of the lyraOny 
of private interest and intrigue—that ty¬ 
ranny which always tends to crush merit, 
whether it be in medicine or in politics— 
and that tyranny which lias been the dis¬ 
grace and partial ruin of the Kuglish. 
Where, I mar observe, we have an over¬ 
powering political aristocracy, we Bhnll, ns 
ho many contaminated ramifications ot the 
root, find the same system of things exist¬ 
ing in. and regulniing the departments of, 
science, and in every-thing else connected 
in an important wav with the nation—-first 
begotten by the aristocracy, ami then aid¬ 
ing in the support of its fruits or measures. 
See how members are elected to rotten 
boroughs, professors to government insti¬ 
tutions, and hospital surgeons to hospitals ; 
it is all one piece of contamination ; instead 
of the election of medical officers being upon 
the basis of merit—instead of men being 
publicly elected by nil the members of the 
profession, they are shuilled in by the in¬ 
trigue and private interest of themselves 
and their friends, who are non-medical and 
quite incompetent to judge of medical mat¬ 
ters and the merits of medical persons. This, 
then, is the scourge of Knulaml—that public 
good is sacrificed to personal influence and 
interest. And why? Because there are no 
laws and regulations to counteract it. Me- 
dical politics always were linked with, or 
immediately affected by, general politics, and 
cannot l,e completely separated from them; 
it is on these grounds 1 say (and J am cu- 
courayed to epcak in this strain from the 
iinpul.M* of tin* niomen*, because 1 see many 
members of ihe mediciii profession now pre¬ 
sent,', that every medical man should ho a 
politician. 

“ Let us turn our attention to France : 
there the medical profvHS'oii is immediately 
under the wing of u liberal government, aud 
there we find a purity existing in iis eco¬ 
nomy, and merit justly regarded os the only 
means of recommendation to public favour. 
Now, tffvii, that our brethren, the French, 
are opening the sluggish eyes of F.uglish- 
. men’from their lethargy, and now that we 
have a virtuous king upon the throne, who 
is in realit/f the king of the J.nglish, if not, 
unfortunately, MminuUij, let us hope fi,r 
the days of merit to shine upon Kitgland, 
* that every growing merit a!.all succeed to 
its just vight,'/ and make the grove har¬ 
monious.’ But we must recollect, that hope 
aluue will uot do this; the members of the 


REFLECTIONS ON THE l.ATE INQUEST AT 
HAMPTON. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—It is impossible to review the pro- 
ceediuga at the late inquest at Hampton, 
'which culled fur your auimad versions in the 
|but Number of’ your impartial Journal, 
without n lull conviction of the gross igno- 
! ranee of the practitioner whose conduct was 
i the subject of investigation, or without n 
due share of surprise ut the verdict deliver¬ 
ed, together with the utmost sympathy for 
! the unfortunate sufferer. The proceedings 
, on the part of the surgical attendant were 
; such as no one would have anticipated in 
the earliest period of the practice of mid- 
: wifery, and yet attempts were made to pal¬ 
liate the blunder, and even a grave professor 
of midwifery, to whose skill, probably, the 
accoucheur was indebted, had the effrontery 
to sanction every stage of the proceeding, 
and to justify the removal of the superior 
: extremities in a presentation of the face of 
! the child. It is perfectly unnecessary to go 
into a full detail of this case, as you have 

• already supplied your leaders with a full 
statement of it; but from the evidence of 

. the female accoucheur, whose testimony 
! was delivered in a plain and simple manner, 

: it appeared that the head was in some de- 
;«ree advanced below the upper strait of the 

pelvis, when Mt. B-n was called iu, and 

that no part of the arm bad protruded, 
j Opposed to this, we have the opinion »f 
!Mr. Jewel, who was not present nt the 
time of the labour, that it could A a rdf if he 
; called a face presen tut ion, but that the orui 
■ must have fallen down." Most pructiiion- 
J era, who ore conversant with the difficulties 
j of preternatural presentations can»certify, 

; that the face of the foetus with one baud will 
not unfrequentiy be found to present simul¬ 
taneously; such might have been the phe¬ 
nomena on this occasion. The obvious in¬ 
dication would then have been to hum* 
returned the hand, aud to have made some 
, pressure on the. face, with a view to bring 
the occiput nearer the symphysis pubis, 
j Where we cannot accomplish this turn by 
I assiduous and gentle means in a reasonable 

• lime, provided the worn tin's strength ia not 
exhausted, we have been advised by Deii- 

j man to wait for uature's spontaneous effects; 
1 or, io use the. language of Mr* Taylor, to 
| allow the head to right itself. If the sur- 
j peon in attendance was not equal to tbia 
mode of adrni watering relief, before he had 




POPLITEAL ANEURISM. 


det&rraiacd on to bttbusiu sad rneffeottwl 
an expedient as that of tearing the child 
limb from limb, it waa incumbent on bim to 
have suspended wy further forcible pro¬ 
ceeding, till he coMld have availed himself 
of further advice. It appeared in evidence, 
that Mr. Taylor had succeeded in delivering 
the same patient on a prior occasion by 
turning. What could have been more ra¬ 
tional on the part of the friends, than to 
solicit his aid. The woman's conceiving that 
the child was dead, would not authorize any 
accoucheur in the premature dismember¬ 
ment of the child, Hut we are told that the 
practitioner had exhausted all his skill, and 
found the common instruments unavailable; 
that it was therefore allowable to indulge 
him with a boot-hook, previous to which he 
had dislocated the cervical vertebrae, and 
inflicted some injury on the head; indeed, 
as the coroner had learnedly expressed it, 
" he had not made a half business of it, hut 
persisted to the last,” aud resolved that one 
ariu should not survive the delivery of the 
other. Taking it for granted, that the head 
was not impacted in the pelvis, which, we 
are informed, was very capacious (though 
the child is stated to* have exceeded the 
common bulk of a full-grown foetus), the same 
room that allowed of the introduction of the 
surgeon’s hand to tearaway the arm, might 
have beeu afforded to uscertaiu the situation 
of the feet, which in this instnneo must 
have been close in contact with the fundus 
of the uterus. 1 am far from wishing to 
underrate the difficulties of turning a fictus 
where the membranes have been long rup¬ 
tured, and can truly attest, that having once 
secured a foot, l have felt a sort of Pytha¬ 
gorean ecstacv in the prospect of a speedy! 
termination of delivery. In the unfortunate 
example under discussion, it would be quite 
as revolting to sound practice, to have pro¬ 
posed craniotomy, as that of the violent, 
separation of the superior extremities. Upon 
surgical assistance living called in, the oulv 
legitimate mode of rescuing tb« putieut from 
her future suffering, was that of a steady 
but fixed determination to deliver by the 
feet. What advantage towards the full ex¬ 
clusion of the fictus cau attach to a removal 
of the upper extremities os a precursor}' 
measure f The auswer given by Mr. Jewel, 
that “ when one arm was taken off, there 
is more room to take off the other,” will 
hardly satisfy any tyro iu midwifery, al¬ 
though he is obliged to admit, that it am Id 
have been turned only with difficulty. Hut 
this difficulty ought to have been surmount¬ 
ed. “ I Inruaimm eat •enure," but who would 
not have sacrificed auy petty fueling of jea¬ 
lousy on the score of other advice, by con¬ 
senting to call in aid, in seasonable time, 
wlieu the life of n fellow-creature was at 
stake, aud both purties perhaps have shaken 


liaoda oatbe tom of the cam, jftiher than 
to have iMttlttd wounded feeling* of 
the family, by pbrxwting that the patient 
would noon be released by delivery, wh&t... 
the least reflection might have taught him, 
that the practice employed could not in the 
least justify so favourable a prognostic 1 The 
verdict delivered in this case was a plain 
sacrifice of truth and honosty, to an unac¬ 
countable degree of false delicacy. In every 
science a set of rules or axioms is necessa¬ 
rily established for the general guidance of 
those who are called upon to act; and no 
! one can be justified iu discarding those rules 
I after they had obtained the universal sanc- 
I lion of the most enlightened practitioners, 

| in order to embark on a hopeless emergency 
without au anchor, or a particle of prudence 
to direct the accoucheur. The fatal conse¬ 
quences of such a violation of reason mutt 
be loo obvious to need any Amber com¬ 
ment; or, at least, the salvo of another 
jnactUioner ought to he considered as the 
j indispensable law of the land. That a mis¬ 
take like the foregoing will never be again 
recorded in your useful Journal, is the sincere 
hope of, ’ 

Your obedient servant, 

OasiKTiucvs. 


1*01*LITKAt. ANEURISM. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —In your Number of Tiie Lancet 
fur September IStli, Xh.'iU, you have pub¬ 
lished the remarks of Mr. Lawrence oil n 
“ Case of Uopliti'ul Aneurism," in which, 
in my opinion, he relies too much on the 
bruit de son filet, as indicating circulation of 
blood iu the niioumiuul tumour, >’roui ex¬ 
perience we know that there are aueiirismal 
tumours iu which there are evident signs of 
ciidilation of blood, such as pulsation ami 
reduction of the tumour by pressure, with¬ 
out ti*e bruit de sou file t; and again, there are 
tumours that press upon arteries in which 
we have the bruit tie sonjfiet; hence we have 
circulation in an uneurisinal tumour without 
the symptom, ana we have a tumour iu 
which there is no circulation with it. 1 re¬ 
member seeing the common carotid taken 
up for a tumour in the neck, from this very 
symptom, in which th-ath fioui luemorrhage 
took place in three Weeks after lire opera- 
1 tion, and dissection proved the case tube 
one, of fungoid tumour pressing upon the 
artery; this first mude me think of the 
cuuso by which the symptom must be pro¬ 
duced. 

The cause of bruit tie soufiUt appears to 
tne to he the rush of blood through a con¬ 
tracted space, i las may be in the artery, or, 
as 1 think very seldom takes place in the 



J4! J ARMY ASSISTANT surgeons, 

wok of *e MwwJnd «w. The »rt«j[«eo» t» the fereet. • W#k »*i* ¥<>» 
may he ewtndffl fxen pnatere, » fra»;CMIW.«f the.emee,«eupeowlie ttj** 
m weuriewel tumour, which the eunoumi- Mg.nwm.1 ‘urgeon; .nd.peeluug of which, 
iue pwte hind down ui»o the ertery, or;the regulettim* »y, " Medtral offieere •» 
from buy tumour iu the eeet of eu .rtery; Mmureg-rd to look ftreerd to the rusk of 
under the ume cireunnttuce», end prewure; eur 6 eou to the forcee. Contmt tlii. pro- 
on tut ertery with <l» fngrr will »>, the j niouon with that of the l»l« Motor uMUiuut- 
iruit it Murffef. That tlm hull it soafflet , eurgeou to the forcee,* who, in the game t,.- 
■eldom, or lulled never, takes place iu the Ixette, was appointed to a regimental aur- 
passage of tire blood into the aueuritmal geoucy after niiuteeuyeari service nans- 
lac, may be accounted for in this way ; the sistant-surgeou! .... 

blood at that part, instead of having a con- Look to those gentlemen still remaining 
tracted space to pass through, has a much on the list after sixteen, seventeen, eigb- 
more capacious one, having the artery and teen yenra' service at home and abroad, 
the opening of the aneurism, the latter of In tropical climates do surgeoncy to the 
which oloue, except in very early eases, forces tomes in their way, but tfir.I wins pro- 
i xceeda generally the circumference of the j motes over their head t»u nssistsut-surgroit 
oitery. So that, iu my opinion, bruit de , of five years’ service at home; and while 
loi/Jf/et is seldom indeed caused by the pas- j they are toiling In Sr. Lucie, Ceylon, Domi- 


rism, but by pressure upon the artery con- j Even look at the services of the assistsnt- 
tracting its size ; and the reason that some\surgeons of the other cavalry regiments; 
aaeurisms have this symptom, whilst others; look at Mr. Ilibeck of the 10th Hussars, 
have not, is, that some aneurisms, whilst j tvho, among ether testimonies of his str¬ 
ike Mood is in a fluid state, form little or. vices having beenporfotmed elaewhere than 
not sufficient pressure to cause it, although, ! in the different cavalry stations of Canter- 
vlien in a farther stale of progress, the; bury, Edinburgh, Dublin, &<■., bears a 
symptom comes on from their increased size [ Waterloo medal. lie is still an ossistnnt- 
and moro firm texture, from the coagula{surgeon, ami with a commission dated 2d of 


which they contain. 

lours, Sir, respectfully, 

J. If. £. Elktchlr, Surg. 
Shifuall, Shropshire, Sept. 29, 1830. 


ARMV ASSISTAVT-SUROEONS. 


Stlt .1A M KS M'CJtK.Ol!. 


To the Editor 0 / The L yncet. 


July, lUia !! That it may not bo said this 
is a solitary instance, we may mention Mr. 
Harry, Royal Dragoons, Feb. IBIS; Mr. 
Stewart, Scots Greys, Nov. 1«U»; Air. 
Cross, 3d Dragoons, March iltb, 1813; in 
short, among our dragoon regiments alone, 
there are six assistant-surgeons of seven¬ 
teen years, and three of sixteen years’ 
standing, not to mention later dates. 

The conclusions from these premises are 
evident, and l think an instance of more 
da grant and shameless partiality is rarely u> 
he met with. J am sure, unless Mir James 


Sin,—In your last Number 1 observe with be lost to all sente of shame, he must have 
pleasure a letter from “ A Poor Assistant blushed iu recommending (as the phrase is) 
Surgeon, 1 ’in which the writer gives some- i the appointment, la it not melancholy to 
thing like the real character of Sir James j think, that eighteen or nineteen years’hard 
M‘Crigor (not that oue which he might be'service at home and abroad i« uot cotisider- 
aupposed to possess from reading the lulled as entitling a man to promotion, or to n 
some “dedications" of expecting By to- • better station thnu Jamaica, or St. Lucie? 
pliant.*} in cor: firm at ion of his opinion of the i Or Unit an application for promotion on these 
worthy knight. Allow me to make a few ! grounds is to he answered (as 1 have known 
rvmiitks on the promotion in Sir Junies’s de-■ it done) by an oiler of an appointment to 
pariHieut. I shall selrtt ns my text the fol-, Mierra l*eone! Mr. H.J. Jeminett's pri- 
J'lwing aeMetiee from the last Gaxetfevate and professional character stands (and 
“ Assistant-Surgeon H. J. Jcmmett, from , 1 behove deservedly so) high, but these arc 
the J‘'UV Light Dragoons, to be surgeon to not the claims Mir James look* to. Mr. 
1 he forces.” Un looking to the army list, J emmett is so fortunate as to have & father 
Mr. Jcmmett’a commission us asMstunt-Aitr-- in an official situation (wc believe in his 


germ is found to bear date “ l.'ith of Dec. Majesty’s household), and thence his rapid 
1825/* Now' as the regulations sute that advancement it> easily explained. 

“every gentleman mu»t have served at; from your always having been a decided 
hoist five years iit the junior departments. enemy to all kinds of “ hole-and-corner” 
before lie can be piomuied to the imik of; work, 1 am induced to hope you will aflora* 

regimental surgeon, it appears that, as soon ----- ... .— 

as possible, Mr. Jeiumtil was appointed eur- * jxr. Hart. 



WMmCihmm**- 


me • nook for thii m your next, with the 
Iftudatye *W oipt'tring to those expecting 
to eu*«t the service, tlmt as long as the pre¬ 
sent chief remains,; * * * • not 

public service, ensures promotion. 

1 have the honour to he, Sir, 

ScALl'EfcLUM. 

Dublin, Oct. 7, 1830. 


NON*MEDICAL CORONERS. 

[We have lately received a vast number 
of letters relating to non-medical coroners, 
"aud us we tiud space shall select some of 
them for insertion. The following are of 
the number.] 

To the Editor of Tiie Lancet. 

Sin,—In the summer of 179. r >, while the 
•1th Buffs and another regiment were en* 
camped on llopton Common, a place half 
way between Yarmouth and Lowestoft, a 
few straggling soldiers culled at llopton 
White Hart, and spent un hour or two in \ 
festivity. One of them accidentally broke j 
a quart mug. for which he refused to pay. j 
The landlord, Robert Wightman, locked up 


ignored the bill against Robert; their fore¬ 
man, Mr. Maynard, afterwhrds Sir Arthur 
Heselrigg, indignantly asked the judge in, 
open court, if au action would not lie against 
the committing magistrate for false impri¬ 
sonment, which he answered in the affirma¬ 
tive, but coupled with an opinion irbich 
rendered tire whole matter nugatory—I sup¬ 
pose, the necessity to prove a corrupt mo¬ 
tive. John Wightman was found guilty of 
manslaughter. Thus, through the want of 
firmness and independence in the coroner, 
did this innocent man suffer thirty-three 
weeks of unjust imprisonment, which caused 
the total ruin of his health and fortune, 
liis widow mid children, six of whom were 
girls, must have become the inmates of the 
l>oor house, had not the oppression of their 
father, and their own universal good charac¬ 
ter, excited the sympathy of a few of their 
more wealthy townsmen, who gave them 
the means of establishing a small business, 
which lias to this hour supported them in 
comfort and respectability. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. T. Mviuiay, 

Sib,*— On referring to a late Bristol 


a firelock us security ; u scuffle ensued, in 'journal, you will find the report of a co- 
the course of which John Wightman, the! 
brother of the publican, snatched up a poker I 


from the fire, and struck one of the soldiers, 
from the effects of which blow he died. Au 
inquest was held by the coroner of Suffolk 
on the dead body, assisted bv a magistrate, 1 
the Rev. Hr. Cooper of Yarmouth, the 
father of Sir Astley Cooper, and the grand¬ 
father of the gentleman who lately cut so 
distinguished a figure in the pages of Tub 
Lancet. Thu coroner charged that the 
offence wns clearly murder; the jury 
thought otherwise, and brought in n ver¬ 
dict of m;»i!il.iu.liter uguiusl .loliu Wight- 
iiuin, end acquitted Robert Wightman. The 
coroner refused to receive the verdict, and, 
in conjunctiou with the Rev. Magistrate, 
lectured them severely on their contumacy, 
in daring to briog in a verdict contrary to 
the opinion of “ the court.” The jury, in¬ 
experienced, and overawed by authority,— 
moreover assured tbut a verdict of murder 
against John would not at all affect Ro¬ 
bert Wightumu, their harmless, inoffensive 
townsman, whom they were desirous of 
saving from the consequences of his bro¬ 
ther’s violence,—finally brought a verdict 
of “ wilful murder” against John, and ac¬ 
quitted Roheil, Wightman. 

** Now, Sir, mark the consequence. On, 
the succeeding day the Rev. Di. Cooper,! 
ar.tin** un his authority us a magistrate, com- j 
milled Robert Wightman to Bury jail to 
take his trial fur murder us “ uu accessory | 


roner's inquest held in this city*, on the body 
\ who 


of Mary Lewis, a-tat. lid, who was found 
suspended to the banister of a stair, mid 
although cut down in about three minutes, 
death took place within two hours alter, and 
a verdict was returned of felo-de-se. An 
examination of the body was strongly urged 
by the foreman of the jury, as well as by the 
two medical men who had administered to 
her in her last moments. This apparently 
reasonable rcqutst was obstinately refused 
by the coroner, who Btutod it to be unne¬ 
cessary Rnd absurd, although the lower part 
of her shift was completely saturated and 
clotted with blood, which, being dry,tender¬ 
ed it quite stiff. The os tiucw was very 
near the external orifice of the vagina, and 
was soft and so dilated that the finger passed 
with the greatest ease iuto the uterus ; on 
withdrawing the finger no blood appeared 
upon it. There was no swelling of the ex¬ 
ternal parts. 

1 have confined myself to a mere Retail of 
those appearances which in my own opinion 
would have justified a more extensive exam¬ 
ination of the circumstances connected'with • 
her dentil, mid shall concede to you tlm 
power to makeauy comments you may think 
consistent with the advancement of the 
cause rou have of lute so ably advocated. 

A. 15. 


A correspondent, Colonel Blenneibasset 
Fair:uuu, m drawing our attention more espe- 




DR. G. SMITH.—CURE OF CORNS. 


Hbratum. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—I n page 103 of the last published 
Number of Tiik Lancf.t, you will perceive 
so palpable an omission on the part of your 
printer, that l am sure you will be as eager 
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ciafly to the case of corouew’inquests in 
jails, observes,— 

When deaths happen in a prison, ihe 
jailors, from a fear perhaps that the fre¬ 
quency of such occurrences may, in the 
end, endanger the duration of their own ^ 

establishments, by -awakening the seusibili- , to SU pj,] r it ns 1 < a a l>f. Between the. fifth 
ties of the nation, do every-thing iu their uiu j lines of the second column, a pus- 
power to keep these calamities trom the ha g e j, us been struck out, which not only 
knowledge of the public. 1 he juries are too, } O f0ied pm-t of my lecture, as it was delivor- 
often packed from their owit tradesmen—^ b U t which 1 perused in the proof you 
the inquisition is precipitated, and hurried the goodness to send me. I do not re- 
over with indecency no announcement of; 4Ue8t the restoration of the entire passage, 
the proceedings is ever made to the sur-; jj Ut / Q8 gflVera ] persons have very naturally 
m =”«««}■. mi«d obsttuo 0 j lfler \ e <i) wl.at immwli.telv ..rVt-e.lv* tl.a 

" ma «* ‘" row " “ I 1 ** 1 *** ef "\T w 10 hiatus is unintelligible, as'thu whole art..- 
™>' »-‘ sl ‘ * ihe court, and bn pre- „ i(M |£ lf llowori . r , (he per- 

sent at an examination tn winch Ml are tn- J tiu J n \g M8 . , 1M Wll 
lerested. In Act the buxines* u> despatched i „ j „/ lt) thllt aU l,on S h I am will- 
a possible j i, t)) 8ubm it t 0 ^ a law which I uniformly 

Z77S* ‘ i,e fir 

ctimstances thaThUd^rfmed"^ Sntri’! Z"' " V<,«r.n Bufficisntly 

buted to, or accelerated, the dissolution of j ^ ’“Z “ ! PuM« » K .e,|d s 1m n.tne and 

the defunct; of whose safetv the legislature i "J f r L°°"l Z T' ‘ ”, 

was so jealois ns to institutV inqniai- i 1 tW ^F w - ll ? t “ *«“ 

lions, lest men thus nut off from their family i ,1 lt * r • “V* r' 1 ™^ (r0,n 

and friend, might occasionally be sacrificed! f'“"' 4 m? S , If .' ™ " r . 01 ;' 

as heretofore has been the me, to the via- If 5?- T- 1 Z* ‘ 

dietiveuess, .he oppression, and inhumanity j‘t,,;’ hr “ * 

oi their keepers. ‘Died by the visitation j w„ X A Ji , , , .,, • . . . 

of God ’ is the return nine times out of ten, i J?*?? 1 ° n ° URh l ,° ^ ^mnvm»cal.cm 
when the verdict ought tube of • a broken ! * p „ p, 1 ? 1 “, J0 " "!‘ xl “ ,ld ,0 S'™ 

heart, through persecution the most relent-1 ‘.ct, 1 "‘T°, f "‘ form “^ V rar , rMt| - 

less or unjust,of disease brought on by i*'“ 
e remorui trout a bed of sickness to s place' a l " ,M . : . 

of incarceration,of abstinence and star- i - J** «'«* b»t«, 1. 

ration through the absolute want of the>7'’the ll.hlc 
comforts mul accessories of life,'-or, per- L ’ Hl> >' our oi “fT s,r,ant ; 
haps, ‘ from excess of drinking, brought on r»„* *!,' N 

by anxiety and dejection of mind, through| JE “ tao 0ct ' W > 

a long confinement.’ Lawyers are counected, • ~ 

more or lens, with the governors of prisons,] Critv. or Corns hy Lunar Cavstiu.— 1 
for whom they entertiiin a sympathetic sort 1 applied it (the lunar caustic) thus, j* put 
of feeling; they are subservient, too, more! the fcetiu warm water, and «U.»wed them 
or loss, to the judges, and stand identified, j to remain till l found the outer surface of 
in some measure, with the courts. >'or this; the corn was soft; l then dried the feet and 
sole reason, if for no other, they ure not the | applied the caustic all over the corn ; in a 
fittest, the most unprejudiced folks that; Tew minutes it was dry; it remained so for 
might be selected for the execution of a]ten days, when 1 removed the black skin 
trust so precious, aud for the discharge of a j and applied the caustic again j and bo J eon- 
duty paramount, as that of deciding on; tinned till I had completely eradicated the 
the circumstances which may huve occasion- j corns. ] have tried the same plan with 
ed, have conduct'd to, or hastened the dis- many of my patients, and those who hove 
solution of victims to a system the most been sufferers for yi-srs, all have been 
barbarous that ever shed di.-graie on a civi- cured; it produces ho pain, nor the least 
lizeil state, not to tny a hoast-d land of. inconvenience, and does awuy with ilia 
liberty, iu an enlightened age of freedom.necessity nf cutting, which is dangerous in 
aud re linemen t. itself, and likely to produce extensive in- 

. flamnituioo, with, frequently, the loss of 

_ C.V. • 

i Hutberhithe. I 



LEGISLATORIAL ABSURDITY. 


TUB LANCET. 


members of Piilument, for i 


Lon&n, Saturday, October $3, 1830. I 

In the multifarioot forme of ri>yal char* 
;r» and of legislative enactments, there 
is not to be found, upon any one subject of 
legal inquiry, a more heterogeneous mass of 
legislatorial and royal absurdity, than in the 
^Jaws which have been framed for the go¬ 
vernment of tho medical profession. The 
immortal Milton lias observedj that 
“ So many laws argue so many sbl*. w 
But, had be lived in the present day, he 
might with more propriety have stated, that 
they argue, rather, the folly and stupidity 
of those by whom they have been enacted, 
tuid the avaricious knavery of the corrupt 
creatures by whom they were projected. Of 
all the acts of Parliament, of all the Char¬ 
ters, ia there one upon which uny man can 
place his finger, and say truly, ** Here is a 
comprehensive law, suited to the dignity, 
character, and vrelfaro of tho members of 
the medical profession, anil calculated to 
promote the best interests of the public." 
Prom the reign of Henry the Eiuiitk to 
that of Gj.oihir the Foi'iitk, then; is nei¬ 
ther n charter nor au act of Parliament upon 
'the subject of medical polity, which, in the 
restrictive character of its clauses, would 
not disgrace the lowest mechanics' club. 
The interests of the few, in these measures, j 
have invariably been consulted, while the 
interests of the many hnve been, as uni* 
formly, wholly disregarded. This may op* 
pear paradoxical, but it ia nevertheless true; 
indeed the reasons are obvious, and may be 
stated in a very few words,—The mmiy 
have been idle, the .few ha vs been active. 
Consequently each 11 act," each “ charter,” 
/has echoed the voice of a faction, aodnot 
that of the multitude. Tho |ietitionera for 
charters and bills have never forgotten their 
own interests, and while bawling most 
loudly, while stunning the ears of kings and 
No. 373. 


public pta0m* been moat mk'.y 

iMy engsged jt*plus fit;• 
own private personal aggrandizement. . Tho 
establishment of an arittobraey in medi¬ 
cine, in the reign of H*n«y the Bronyjr f 
has proved a great check to the cultivation 
of medical science in this country. v 

The College of Physicians baa been an 
upas to the profession. It has proved dark¬ 
ness to the light of knowledge; a blast to 
every thing that has been deemed liberal. 
How could it be otherwise ? What purity, 
what liberality, could flow from the corrupt 
and vicious heart of such a vile sensualist 
aa JIknby the Eighth? And yet, even to 
the present hour, the College of Physicians 
claims no other support, has no other pre¬ 
text for maintaining its unprincipled and 
pernicious monopoly, than the charter grant¬ 
ed by Henry to his favourite physician 
Linacrk. Founded at the request aud un¬ 
der the sole dictation of this one physician, 
it is not extraordinary that the welfare of 
the profession for succeeding generations 
should have yielded to the privato interests 
of that individual and hia self-elected suc¬ 
cessors ; hut it is extraordinary, nay, it is 
scandalous, that, in the present advanced 
stato of society, the building is not daily 
shaken to its centre by the indignant voice 
of the profession. Here, then, irf the first 
key towards explaining the problem forced 
upon die attention, by contemplating the 
narrow-minded and miserable enactments for 
| medical government. The College of Phy¬ 
sicians was founded by one physician ; the 
restrictive and ignorant charter of tho Col¬ 
lege of Physicians was framed by <wn* 
physician; vet wo are told by Mr. W ii,l- 
oock,* that die College to this day can ex¬ 
ercise legal control over the whole of tho 
medical and surgical practitioners of this 
metropolis and the parts adjacent. Although 

• Tilt; Lavra relatiug to the Mwlfcat Profrsslnti; 
with an Arcount of tlir Rise an.i lVogrcM■ of i<* 
various Order*. Hy J. W. Willcnck, R*q« Barris¬ 
ter nt Law. London: J. awl W.T. Clarke, avo. 
pp.m 1SW. 
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imtlAfton, ferine we quit the subject, 


ih tMli tod succeeding number., list Hr. 
WSjKfcCi is not correct In this opinion, it! 
fc miflMent for our present purpose tocon- 
ea&t to him that the College, to s certain 
Mfteat, even at the present hour, can pro* 
ceed by law, and recover penalties against 
those persons who practise as physicians in 
this metropolis, without a license from that 
body. Thus the physicians of London, in 
eighteen hundred and thirty, are under the 
control of a charter of three hundred yenrs 
standing, framed By one man, and granted 
by a king, whose whole life was devoted 
to the gratification of the worst appetites, 
and the basest propensities, incident to 
human nature. Had the wishes and inte¬ 
rests of the whole profession been consulted 
by the sensual and thoughtless monarch, or 
had the whole profession interfered in fram¬ 
ing the charter, a measure highly conducive 
to the health and happiness of mankind, and 
to the diffusion of medical knowledge, might 
have been the happy result of their labours ; 
and, possibly, its provisions would not have 
proved altogether obnoxious to the wants of 
the practitioners of medicine in the present 
day. 

Not to go farther back, the same fatal 
apathy pervaded the great mass of the sur¬ 
gical profession in the fortieth year of the 
reign of George the Third, when the exist¬ 
ing charter of the notorious College in Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn Fields was granted by that not 
very sensible monarch. There was no ap¬ 
peal to the profession,—the surgeons gene¬ 
rally were not consulted upon the propriety 
of the measure, and, unfortunately, there 
was no independent medical press to enforce 
thAir claims. That charter, which contains 
the horrid prescription for forming the self- 
perpetuating council, was conceded to eight- 
teen disinterested petitioners, who of course, 
with the greatest generosity imaginable, 
and with the sinoerest desire to benefit their 
brethren of the profession, introduced their 
own names into the charter as eighteen of 


the councillors, who were to hold their > 
poinlmenti for liftj at the same time, & a 1 
souls! reserving to themselves the power 
of electing the other three to complete the 
number of twenty-one. Haring mentioned 
LimAcrb «S the projector of the physicians* 
chatter, it xasy not be useless or uninterest¬ 
ing to record the names of those very literal 
and learned surgeons to whom the practi¬ 
tioners of the present day aib indebted, fct) 
the surgeons* charter. Mark them well, 
reader! But it is due to the four first names 
that they should stand apart from tbe others: 
Cline, Dundas, Earle, and Keate—Heavi¬ 
side, Cooper, lilicke—Chandler ! Long!! 
Warner!!! Lucas!!!! S, Howard Mill 
Wathen!!!!!! J.Howard!!!!!!! Birch!!!!!!!! 
Hawkins!!!!!!!!! Forster!!!!!!!!!! and 
Sir William Bliaard!!!!!! 1 !!! J 

Here is au association of names! The 
reminiscences excited by so resplendent ' 
collection, are almost too dazzling for our 
feeble intellects; but, alas! resplendent 
only in tho vivid characters, traced by par¬ 
tial aod purchased friends ; for, ia the dark 
and dreary vistas of the College halls, the 
features of those to whom they belong and 
have belonged, are only discoverable upon the 
hideous front of that many-headed monster— 
Monopoly. Tbe charter, then, having been 
granted only at the request of u few, to a 
few only has it proved beneficial; in fact, it 
has created and promoted a more rile mo¬ 
nopoly in a branch of medical education, 
than was ever ooncocted or encouraged in 
any deportment of the meanest truding cor¬ 
poration. If the combined profession had 
applied to the king or the legislature in a 
body, no such unjust, tyrannous instrument, 
would ever have scourged its members, or 
disgraced the laws of England. 

The “Apothecaries’ Act” of 1813 , was 
another boon proffered to corruption by y*,- 
porate jobbing and partial legisla 
Several years before that act received the 
sign manual, the surgeon-opothecaries 
throughout the kingdom felt that both they 



and tka public required sotte protection 
against the destructive proceedings of un* 
principled and mercenwy quacks. They 
held various meetings, and endeavoured to 
act in concert; but tbyte was no journal, no 
means of harmonising their discordant 
opinions. Project upon project was sug¬ 
gested, and no sooner suggested than aban¬ 
doned, Anxious to obtain power, a few 
' were for establishing a fourth corporation, 
adding another to the three which had ao 
long persecuted the profeaaion. Observing 
the dilemma in which the reformer! were 
placed by the knavish interference of the 
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, the 
Apothecaries’ Company stepped into the 
arena, and by hypocritical promises of peace 
and justice, at once framed measures for 
warring against the interests and respecta¬ 
bility of the whole profession. Never was 
au act obtained by more disgraceful means 
than that of 181 b. The College of Surgeons 
meanly promised to offer no opposition be* 
fore the legislature, if their pri vileges,—that 
is, the privileges of the twenfy-tme, were 
left untouched ; and the College of Physi¬ 
cians disgracefully pledged itself not to op¬ 
pose the bill, if their privileges,—that is, 
those of the “ fellows ” and “ licentiates,*’ 
were left unmolested; further, these two 
bodies had friends, namely, the chemists and 
druggists, whose rights were not to be inter¬ 
fered with, between whom and many of the j 
councillors of the College of Surgeons and 
of the fellows of the College of Physicians, 
a percentage co-partnership had long existed 
We blame not the chemists and druggists 
for their conduct on that occasion. It was 
natural and just that they should bestir 
themselves in order to protect the rights and 
privileges connected with their trade, and 
K upon the security of which their bread de- 
f pended. Bat it was base in the pbysiciaus 
to exert themselves to deprive surgeons of 
those privileges which they freely conceded 
to druggists, and it was base in the surgeons 
to concede to druggists the privileges which 


The Apothecaries' Act, then, was altogether 
a partial measure, and utteriytmaoited slaw 
to the wants of the profeaci&n and to the pub* 
tic. Thus wehare a physicians’" charter/' i 
surgeons’ “charter,'’and an "Apothecaries' 
Act,” each obtained by t few individuals* 
who, the moment their requests were grant* 
ed, ceased to have any interests in common 
with their professional brethren. 

The discordant elements, in constant mo¬ 
tion by the clashing interests of three cor¬ 
porations, furnish never-ceasing causes of 
animosity and jealousy between the members 
of the respective bodies; and there be 
tittle of harmony or little of justice, until W® 
possess one great, comprehensive, legisla¬ 
tive enactment for the government of tho 
MEDICAL REPUBLIC. An Aristoc¬ 
racy in medicine esn no longer be endured. 
Those members of the profession who now 
claim for themselves all the honours and 
dignities, exist only by sufferance; the 
source of their value is to be found in their 
impotence, and their reputation only in the 
most preposterous conceit, 
i We shall resume this subject, and follow 
it up, until there be laid before the pro¬ 
fession a scheme for the formation of A 
NATIONAL COLLEGE. 


A Treatise on the Venereal Diseases of the 
Eye, By W iuu x La w kencf. , E .R.S., 
&c. London, John Wilson. I80O. 
t 8vo. pp. 33 d. 

It is only within the last few year* that the 
venereal discuses of tho eye havebeun well 
understood and appropriately treated; and 
although much scattered information re- . 
epectiog them is now to be found in various 
works, a complete treatise on the subject 
cannot fail to be acceptable' to the profes¬ 
sion, especially when coming from 6ucU a 
surgeon as Mr. Lawrence, than wbora no 
one could be more fitted for such ft task. 
Considering, however, that there were few 
new or disputed poiuts to bo established,— 
that this phenomena of each disease ate iu 
L - 
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they reaetately withheld from pbyaitirtli* 



MR. LAWRENCE ON 


alwfft evtry otfe fawntially the same, end 
tfrg* treatment is to be guided more by 
gC&iptl principle* then by particular indi- 
UtfaiM, we may,be allowed to doubt the 
expediency of inserting so many cases,since 
they tend to fatigue the reader, without 
affording him more information than he 
might have derived from a much amaller 
number. 

Venereal diseases of the eye are divided 
by Mr. Lawrence into two heads,—gouor- 
rheal and syphilitic. Under the first he 
includes acute and mild inflammation of 
the conjunctiva, and inflammation of the 
sclerotic, sometimes extending to the iris; 
and under the second, iritis and ulceration 
of the li$a. Ou the nature and origin of 
acute purulent gonorrhoeal ophthalmia, a 
difference of opinion has existed. By some 
writers it has been attributed to metastasis, 
by some, to direct infection or inoculation 
with gouorrhmol matter, and by others to 
both these causes. Mr. Lawrence, while 
he admits the last, doubts the occurrence of 
tho first; and where direct infection is im¬ 
probable, since he has never observed the 
urethral discharge to ba stopped on the ac¬ 
cession of the ophthalmia, is inclined to 
refer its occurrence to the state of the con¬ 
stitution, without being able to point out in 
what that state consists, and to regard it as 
a pathological phenomenon uualogous to 
those successive attacks of different parts 
which are observed in gout nnd rheumatism. 

u The two other forms of ophthalmic in¬ 
flammation,” says he, “ which take place 
in conjunction with gonorrhtna, show’ them¬ 
selves only in rheumatic subjects, snd gene¬ 
rally in connexion with other arthritic suf¬ 
ferings ; and the difference between one of 
these snd the affection now under considera¬ 
tion is only in degree. This view of the 
subject may throw some lighten the circum- 
etanee, that though direct infection operates 
equally on both sexes, the gonorrhoeal oph¬ 
thalmia said to originate in metastasis, 
seems to be confined to the male. The 
statu of constitution, whether hereditary or 
acquired, which leads to gout and similar 
affections, is much Icbs common in women 
than in men, and will hardly be found at all 
in those young and previously healthy fe¬ 
males who are the principal subjects of 
gonorrhoea. Again, the morbid influences 
which are experienced and exerted by the 
male urethra, are different from those of the 
vagina,”—p. 35 . 

With regard to diagnosis, Mr. Lawrence 


admits, that as for at tlit loeaJ symptoms 
are concerned, there is xo difference betpea# 
gonorrlwcal and common pwraletit ophthal¬ 
mia, except that tbs former is more violent 
and rapid in its progress, and leas frequent¬ 
ly attscis both eyea; nnd that Us peculiar 
nature can only be inferred from the circum¬ 
stance of gonorrhtea existing with, or preced¬ 
ing it, or the patient having been exposed 
to the contact of gonorrlncal matter. This 
is, however, of little consequence, since 
the two affections require the same kind of 
treatment. In this Mr. Lawrence relies 
chiefly ou copious and frequent bleeding, 
both general and local, and hasbutliltlo 
confidence in mercury, observing, *' I have 
seen both the ordinary purulent and gonor- 
rh<eal ophthalmia proceeding apparently un¬ 
checked under the full mercurial action. 
Beer expressly asserts that mercury is of no 
service, nnd the testimony of Uelpecli is 
strong to the same effect.” Tartarised anti¬ 
mony is not mentioned in the general account 
of the treatment, but it appears to have been 
used as an auxiliary in several of the coses 
related, though not to any great extent, or 
with very marked benefit. The ordinary 
local means he considers of course merely 
ns palliatives, and as having no power of 
checking the disorder. Of the astringent 
plan, or tho employment of strong solutions, 
of nitmto of silver, or sulphate Of copper, 
which is stated to have been used so exten¬ 
sively and successfully by some army sur¬ 
geons, he does not appear to think very 
highly; he lies employed it only in two 
cases, and those of the mild form of the dis¬ 
ease, and thinks that at an early period, 
before the cornea is affected, the orcHnary 
antiphlogistic treatment is more safe and 
certain, and that afterwards the astringents 
in question are useless or injurious. As he 
does not consider the disease ever to depend 
on metastasis, he of course does not think it 
necessary to make any applications either of 
a stimulant or emollient nature to the urethra, 
and after mentioning the opinion of Scarpa, 
Beer, and Bichier, who are all in favour of 
such a practice, observes, 

" In spite of the confidence which one is 
inclined to repose in the practical knowledge 
and judgment of those whose advice has 
just bt?eu quoted, l cannot help thinking 
that the measures in question have been 
recommended rather on theoretical grounds 
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than front experience At least these writers 
do not mention cay results «P their own 
practice} nor have f net with my cases in 
which die employment of toeh meant is 
mentioned. In none of the instances which 
hate come under my own observation, has 
tho ifonotthaa] discharge been suppressed, 
ho that the reason for this kind of practice 
has not existed. Again, when tbe violence 
and rapidity of the disease are considered, 
in contrast with the slowness and uncertain 
operation of this treatment, we cannot doubt 
that irreparable mischief would be done to 
the organ during the time lost in such at¬ 
tempts.”— p. 50. 

The “ mild gonorrhoeal inflammation of 
the conjunctiva, 1 ' though mado the subject 
of a separate chapter, differs only in degree 
from the preceding; it of course requires a 
less energetio treatment, and may, in most 
instances, bo " safely and advantageously 
treated by the astringent pla u 

In lire third form of gonorrhoeffl ophthal¬ 
mia, which is characterised by great pain 
and intolerance of light, the conjunctiva is 
scarcely affected ; the sclerotica is the prin¬ 
cipal scat of the disease, which sometimes 
extends to the iris, producing deposition, 
occasionally of an arthritic character; some¬ 
times to the cornea, inducing haziness and 
opacity. Here also the abstraction of blood 
is tho principal remedial means, but blisters 
ure more servicable than in the purulent 
ophthalmia, and colcbicutn may be given 
with advantage, when it is accompanied (ns 
it oftcu is) by inflammation of the joints, or 
other rheumatic symptoms. 

The riiugmisis of syphilitic iritis is much 
easier than ihuloi'lhe affections just spoken 
of. The increased pain ut night, tho angular 
disfiguration of the pupil, and especially the 
deposition of lymph in tuberc ular masses, 
serve to Jistiuguiili it in most cases from 
the idiopathic form of the disease , occasion¬ 
ally, however, some or all of these symp¬ 
toms are wauling, aud the distinction ran 
bo made only by reference to the previous 
or co-existing diseases of the patient. 

Syphilitic iritis has been observed by 
Mr. Lawrence in conjunction with papular, 
pustular, scaly, and tubercular, eruptions, 
and he considers it as one of tho secondary 
symptoms of venereal disease, and never 
caused by the use of mercury, in reference 
to this point bo observes— 

“ An opinion bus partially prevailed that 
the use of mercury is capable of producing 


• ■V^agr.fv 

Intis. Soma barb considered • 
iritis, is well as nthrr iinnrnliij 
either are rendered mors frequent ud % 

ten by the employment of this , 'J-, 

owe their very existence to it, while oiSenr 
have spoken of iritis generally as bern^ * 
caused by it. 1 haw teen ifoinsttiw* 
iritis, of whatever kind, ia which there has * 
appeared to me any reason for ascribing (he 
occurrence of rite complaint to this cause* 

In nine of tbe coses related in this paper* 
iritis came on where no mercuty had been 
taken previously to its appearance, sad ill 
some of them tbe complaint was severe, tad 
produced consequences injurious to vision; 
in others, mercury hod been administered 
only in small quantities, and the mouth had 
not been made sore; and there is not one in 
the whole list in which the remedy had 
cither been employed for a long time, or 
affected the system severely. Iritis occur¬ 
red in some of the cases which had been 
treated by Mr. Rose and Dr. John Thomp¬ 
son without mercury. Dr. Ekstrbm, of 
Stockholm, informed me that ho had seen 
many similar instances in the patients of an 
institution where the use of mercury in 
syphilis had been entirely abandoned for a 
long time. Iritis took place in a woman 
who had contracted syphilis from suckling 
a diseased infant, and had takeu no mer¬ 
cury.’'—p. 165. 

The treatment of this very serious and 
often rapid disease, consists principally in 
the employment of active depletion, mer¬ 
cury, and belladonna ; and although the 
hiKt may sometimes be omitted, neither of 
the two first can be so, without incurring 
considerable risk. In several of the esses 
related by Mr. Lawrence, little or no im¬ 
pression was made on the disease by very 
copious bleeding, both general Rnd local, in 
conjunction with other anti phlogistic means, 
and yet its progress was instantly checked, 
and « henliug action wbs induced, when the 
mouth was affected by mercury ; in others, 
on the contrary, severe and continued sali¬ 
vation had no good effect, and yet imme¬ 
diate relief was afforded by the loss of 
blood. The practical conclusion therefore 
ut which Mr. Lawrence has arrived, after 
ample experience of the complaint under 
every variety of treatment, is, 

“ That iritis generally, and the syphilitic 
form of the complaint particularly, will be 
most advantageously treated by the suc¬ 
cessive or combined employment of anti¬ 
phlogistic means nud mercury; that tins 
plan will give the quickest relief,, will most 
effectually arrest the inflammation, restoring 
the iris to its healthy structure aud. func- 
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tbs belt KWDrity 
i«ftW4te«M.Vp.i81. 
”u» beMfaU Mtioll of bellidoKM it 
.lotat sqtbeijr aw&niotl, presenting ij 
tbs cof&cfian of the iris the ooeotnnM Of I 
*•“—*" ’*• posterior surface or 
HtOtfeoi jSj—MwnfaTflnce. and tbe capsule of 
tbo law, or breskiag through such adhe- 
liona after they bare heenfcnaed; and the 
friotion of mercurial ointment with Opium 
upon the brow, though sometimes efficacious 
iu relieving the pain, can hardly be sup¬ 
posed to have any direot influence oa the 
progress of the disease. 

The romovat of effused lymph from the 
iris under the notion of mercury, has gene¬ 
rally been attributed to increased activity 
of the abaorbents. Mr. Lawrence thinks, 
that it has no aooh direct operation, and 
that the removal of those depositions tskea 
pisee in consequence of the inflammation 
to which they owe their erigio beiog ar¬ 
rested.” This cannot, however, alwaye he 
the ease, for morbid depositions in the eye, 
» well as in other parts of the body, have 
disappeared under the use of mercury, some 


Medical Literature* tmUMAJ/rten* |S»« 
Inuite Afaxthty journal, No. 28. Black** 
moor and Co. October, 1850. 

Ws have been favoured with the 28 tb No. 
of a monthly medical and surgical journal, 
published lately at Timbuc]t6o, in which, 
in a zeview of a work on consumption, the 
critic atatea (p. 299 ) : u Chlorate of potash 
is not the best mode of employing chlorine 
and in a subsequent sentence, that “ Medi¬ 
cines taken into the stomach can have little, 
if any, effect on diseases of the lungs. 

These sentences afford strong presump¬ 
tive evidence that the works of Laennec or 
Davy have not yet found their way into the 
interior, and that tartar emetic and ipeca¬ 
cuanha are unheard-of remedies iu pneu¬ 
monic affections. Massa Blackamoor, we 
fear, “ ve pren vera mun o’ him pillo-orical 
bee for nigger vera mun savve pissick.” 
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lime after the inflammation which had pro¬ 
duced them had entirely ceased. Of tur¬ 
pentine, as employed by Mr. Carmichael in 
this disease, Mr. Lawrence states, that he 
has had no experience ; and though he has 
made a abort extract from this gentleman’s 
work, showing the manner in which it is 
to be employed, and observes, that the cases 
there related exhibit the powers of the 
remedy in a very favourable light; he does 
sot give any opinion as to its probable effi¬ 
cacy in general. 

Syphilitic ulceration of the eyelids, with 
the account of which the book is concluded, 
is a much less Common affection, and does 
not appear to have been particularly noticed 
by any other writer on syphilitic diseases. 
It affects all the tissues of the eyelid, which I 
it sometimes totally destroys, and may he, 
either chronic ot acute, having in the latter 1 
case t *'* phagedenic character, with red 
margip, sharp edge, foul unequal surface, 
on which bloody points are seen, and being 
attended with severe pain.” It is very dis¬ 
tinct, both in its progress and appearance, 
from cancerous ulceration of the palpebra, 
the only diseaae with which it could possi¬ 
bly be confounded, and is most quickly and 
effectually cured by the free use of mercury., 


Air. Callaway in the Chair. 

LIABILITY OK SBIIOUS TISSUES TO LRVSIFL- 
LATOUfi INFLAMMATION. 

Tir* opinion that erysipelas can attack 
only the skin externally, and, when seated 
internally, the mucous membranes, is held by 
some of the members of this Society to b» 
unsound; but though the point has often been 
agitated it has never been satisfactorily dis¬ 
cussed. The chief supporter of the opposite 
doctrine, however, Dr. Wiiitino, haring 
been urged to bring it fairly before the So¬ 
ciety, took advantage of some cases which 
had lately occurred to him, tending, in his 
opinion, to show Unit the inflammation iu 
puerperal fever is erysipelatous, and-this 
evening detailed his view s on the subject. 

It had long been supposed (he observed) 
that erysipelas was a disease of the skin 
only, and in systematic writings it had al¬ 
ways been classed among the cutaneous dis¬ 
eases. lie had himself long considered this 
to he correct, but several coaes had lately 
fallen under bis observation, which hud con¬ 
vinced him that the erysipelas which attacks 
the skin may, by extension of the inflamma¬ 
tion, encroach upon other textures. The cel¬ 
lular tissue was affected by the inflammation 
dipping into it, nod forming abscesses which > 
burrowed in various directions, differin 1 
from the common phlegmonous iaflamnu 
tion. There were many cases in which also 
the mucous sod muscular membranes were 
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attacked, During the tad seiskm bs related wfcerto be escribed to two dfeifoot 
a ease of kflammtion wbu& begaa in the thtn to any-thfag else. The genenl 
( throat, from then* proceeded to the ear by was, that pevrpenl fevat was Ootit*gfc)««; '.• 
' the euetachian tube, crept by the toohrytoal and this view was entertained by the 
- duct to the eye, and finally spread in the form industrious observers end the beat infMeZ' V - 
of erysipelas over the face. Now that case men. Dr. Gordon who first wrote on the 
did not strike him at the moment in the subject, said that he oonld positively foretel 
same point of view a« that in which he now whether the patient would have it, merely 
regarded it. The patieutwas attacked with by knowing who was the attending midwire 
severe dyspnoea, and the inflammation which or n urae. He aaid that he was scarcely ever 
ensued immediately after, progressed on- mistaken in this. This alone would lead 
wards until it destroyed life. This, he bad him to *ey that there wi* some peculiarity 
thought, was owing to the state of the brain, in the cause. Dr, Gordon Hated in Ills work ' 
but he now believed that erysipelas would that he would not venture positively to a a a er t 
really extend to the lungs and occasion death, that puerperal fever end erysipelas Were of 
J He had a patient who, a week ago, was the same specific nature, but he wan eon* 
f attacked with severe inflammation on the vinced that they were analogous in some 
surface of the tonsils, with great enlarge- respect, for these tiro epidemics, in some 
nicnt. The next day the swelling subsided, instances to which he referred, began about 
and the inflammation appeared to be passing the same time, kept pace together, arrived 
away, when a difficulty of swallowing was at their acme together, and ceased at the 
experienced, lower down. Leeches and same time. Dr. Gordon bad pointed outother 
blisters were accordingly applied, and the reasons in favour of this conjecture, and 
pharynx was relieved, but then thiywlient similar views were entertained by Mr. Hey, 
complained of an affection of the Branchial J>rs. Mackintosh, Hamilton, and Campbell, 
tube; presently the upper lobe of the lung to whose works Dr. Whitiug referred, 
was attacked, producing pleuritic and pnea- These things, then, seemed to lead to the 
; monia, with spitting of blood. The inflam- opinion that there was something similar in 
f mation shortly after, left the upper, and the cauaea which led to ihe production of 
* descended to the lower lobes, the patient erysipelas and puerperal fever. Otherwise 
experiencing very groat pain; it subse- why were they both contagious, and why, 
rpienily passed through the diaphragm, and as it was well koown thev did, did they both 
bad that day reached the peritoneum, thus happen together ? The amall-pox and 
presenting the erratic tendency of erysipelas, measles, the small-pox and scarlatina, and 
and characters of the same description ns many oilier diseases might be simultaneous, 
tliosfi of peurperal fever, tlm connexion be- but this was the result of accident, which 
tween which and erysipelas it was hie in- clearly was not the cose wills the other 
teuiiontoshow. He bad seen many such diseases. As to the morbid appearances, 
cases ua these, but not knowing that eryaipe- be had examined a vast number of pa¬ 
hs would spread itself internally in this tientg who had died of true puerperal fever* 
manner, he had not adopted an explanation and he had always found as much difference 
ou the ground which he was now' disposed to between the inflammatory appearances and 
assume, that the erysipelas of the skin would those of common inflummalion, as there was 
, spread from one surface to another, or from between erysipelaa and common inflamam- 
one texture to another, until iteitherexpend- lion of the skin. 

•' ed itself, or destroyed the patient. Now, the Now erysipelaa was erratic. It generally 
question was, might be consider that ho was began in the womb, then proceeded to the 
homo out in the doctrine that puerperal groin, then to tho umbilicus, and then per- 
fever was erysipelatous ! They all knew that haps went to the chest. It did not shot up 
puerperal women were attacked by two dis- the bowels like common puerperal fever. It 
rases, both of tho abdomen. The one was did not require strong medicine. Taking 
remediable by antiphlogistic means; the the average of cases, there was not the 
other would go on, despite that treatmeut, same hardness aud strength of pulse. Tier* 
which, indeed, rather did harm than other- was seldom occasion to use the lancet; in- 
wiie, lu what then did the difference be- deed its use was rather costn-indicated. 
tween these two diseases consist t It might Ihe state of the tongue was not the same ; 
be said,—in the difference between the con- it was not so dry nor so loaded in erysipe- 
stitution of women. But how was it pos- 1 st as in common peritonitis. Then again, 
sable to believe this, for whether the women it could not be stopped so easily. It might 
were weakly or strong, whether they lost be mitigated, but a week or ten days would 
blood or not, still the disease would prove elapse before it was completely cured. 

K fatal. There was certainly nothing in tho With regard to the fwst-mortrm appear- 
[ constitution to determine the nature of ihe ancon, when inflammation of the common 
’ disease, and be decidedly thought, therefore, character had lasted ten cloys, it was 
that ihe difference in the two diseases was usual to espectjto find adhesions. Now he 




GANGRENE Of THE LUNG. 
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VtgmMU contamination (Uk« Ttooine 
riott applied), or congestion, for the removal 
M the reaction or inflammation wu 

[The above form* a condensation of the 
ar^wneittx employedin the discussion of this 

CAtfGHENT OP TflE LUKO. 

Tie following cue of well-marked gan¬ 
grene of the lung was read by Mr. Howsll 
in the course of last session, and intended to 
have been included in a report of tbe pro¬ 
ceedings in No. 343, but was mislaid. 

1 was sent for in the evening of tbe fith of| 
August, 1829, to Mr. G. G., aged 26 years, 
and learnt that lie had been indisposed 
for several days, and bad applied leeches, 
and taken physic, but bad not been visited 
by any medical man. 1 ascertained that he 
had been very feverish, and had suffered 
much pain and tenderness in the lower part 
of the right side of the abdomen; that he 
was very restless and occasionally sick. The 
pulse waa under a hundred, nod not very 
characteristic of active inflammation. Upon 
examining him more particularly, 1 found he 
had pain and tenderness iu the right renal 
region, extending through the abdomen in 
the course of the ureter. Tbe urine was 
small in quantity, high-coloured, and, upon 
standing, deposited a Urge quantity of uric 
acid. He had pain in tbe hipa passing down 
the thighs,, but had never any retraction 
of either testicle. The bowels had been 
readiiy and actively purged. I concluded 
that he was passing some calculi from the 
kidneys, and that consequent irritation had 
produced inflammation in that part, perhaps 
extending to the ureter. J bled the patient 
moderately, aud was particularly struck 
with tbe exhaustion the loss of a small quan- 
tily of blood seemed to produce; 1 directed 
such medicines as I thought proper, and 
that he should be fomented. On the bill 1 
found him iu every respect better; the 
blood presented but very slightly those 
marks denoting inflammatory disease. On 
the 7th he complained of a recurrence of] 
pain, and the symptoms of disorder of the 
urinary system; was again sick aud very 
restless. The pulse justifying me, I ab¬ 
stracted more blood from the arm, and 
applied a dozen leeches to the lower part of | 
the right side of the abdomen in the situa¬ 
tion of tlntf cajput coli. These measures 
effectually relieved him, and for several 
ensuing days the only inconvenience he 
suffered was from occasional vomiting, for 
which he drank abundantly of effervescing 
medicine. Oa the 18th he had again a little 
pain ia the sifustiou'of the right kidney, 
which wm, however, soon relieved by the 


she had * severe 
$ profuse per- 
I day be had 


applioatiofl ofa few more leeehei. The pa¬ 
tient seemed to be jswvtfescett t tiH the 
morning of the 
rigour, succeeded bjMt 
spiration. On the $ 
another rigour, and iati 
pentad. The 84th was• p op n im -w^n^mn ooe,- 
and the patient suffered only from debility, 
and very considerable irriubilit**, From 
the occurrence of the first rigour I had given 
him quinine ; and it may be important to 
observe that he was repeatedly seen during 
his illness by Mr. C&Uaway, who must have 
observed as well as myself, that the patient 
had no cough nor any dyapnma, neither did 
I aver find his pulse above 100 beats iu the 
minute. Remembering these circumstances 
I was astonished to find iu the morning of 
the 25tU that the evening before he had been 
suddenly attacked with an inclination to spit 
up something, and that by slightly coughing 
he expectorated a large quantity of diffluent 
greenish pus, emitting the most distressing¬ 
ly offensive odour. The pulse had become 
accelerated to ISO, and possessed a very 
peculiar character, described by Mr. Calla¬ 
way ** as if the muscular power of die artery 
bad ceased tonct,” The countenance had 
assumed an anxious character ; tie skin and 
eyes were yellow, the formeT had a peculiar, 
moist, glassy, appearance. The patient waa 
lethargic* and disinclined to conversation, 
but upon any allusion being made to the 
state he Was in, lie expressed his coufidenco 
of ultimate recovery. In this alarming state 
of matters Dr. Thomas Davies of New Broad 
Street saw the patient; the pathognomonic 
signs of his case were then as follows:— 
Foetid expectoration, puriform, and occasion¬ 
ally tinged with blood ; slight cough, but 
no dyspnoea unless disturbed; absence of 
respiration in the inferior half of the right 
lung, with slight rale crepitant, and dul- 
ness of percussion. Dr. Davies gave his 
opinion that the disease was gangrene of 
the lower lobe of the right lung. A con¬ 
tinuation of augmented doses of sulphate of 
quinine with an expectorant and a light' 
nutritious diet was advised. Suffice it to 
any, the plan was anxiously and carefully 
pursued for several days, but the expectora¬ 
tion continued, retaining its offensive cha¬ 
racter, the patient rapidly declined, and died 
on iho evening of the 3rd of September. 

Tno body was examined early next morn¬ 
ing, Dr. Davies, Mr. Callaway, and myself, 
being present. There were old adhesions of 
the upper part of the right lung, the upper 
lobe of which was healthy, whilst the infe¬ 
rior wm 6 Ued with a dark bloody serum, 
yielding a gangrenous odour ; an irregular 
cavity in the inferior lobe of tbe right lung, 
about the size of a walnut, parietal dark, 
lined by a thin false membrane of some firm¬ 
ness, tod filled by * thick, duk, grumous 
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On Thursday lost, Gentlemen, twelve pa¬ 
tients were received into tUe hospital under 
my care; six of them men, and six women. 
Or these cases, there were among the women, 
one of acute pleurisy, one of chronic bron¬ 
chi lis, two of peritonitis (one of them rather 
a chronic or subacute case, the other acute 
but partial), one of dropsy of the whole of 
the body, with peritonitic ascites (ascites 
and peritonitis), and one of hemiplegia. 

Among t he men were three cases of rheu¬ 
matism, one of chronic inflammation of the 
hip after a strain, one of incipient universal 
palsy, or double hemiplegia, one of disease 
of the spine and chronic dysentery. 

From amongst these 1 shall select the ease 
of pleurisy, and one of the cases of rheuma¬ 
tism; my reason for fixing upon both, is, 
because the chest is remarkably affected in 


twW ttUff hMr wawjswn, and she wav fbttyv 
tmmpltimng of a violent stitch in As left 
tide in the situation of the seventh, eight]*, *.'■ 
ninth, and tenth ribs. Her cough was vsnjr- 
frequg»fcf«y sfco*t, and agonising, *> fer... 
tense dm it invariably render the pain in m r 
aide; her respiration tiso was quick 
short. 

The tl stitch” was increased by moving; 
in bed, and the least pressure made her ex¬ 
claim with pain. Git ap' 1 " 1 *'** 


the stetho* 


scope to the left side, 1 found that the respi* 
ration was not so distinctly to be heard 
there as it was on the other aide, where no 
pain was felt. The pulse was 104, and rather 
wiry, that is, rather small and hard ; the 
«kiu was hot; the tongue white; she was 
very thirsty; the bowels had been freely 
open the day before from medicine. 

Now this, Gentlemen, was a very well- 
marked case of inflammation of the pleura, 
and as such 1 bring it under your notice. 
In the first place it was clear that she labour¬ 
ed under un internal inflammation. The pain 
increased by pressure and every mechanical 
cause that could he applied,—deep inspira¬ 
tion, which would stretch, anu cough which 
would shake,—aud the pyrexia, the fever¬ 
ishness, the heat, thirst, and quick pulse, 
proved tiiis. That this inflammation was 
seated in a serous membrane, was shown by 
the pungent, stabbing character of the pain, 
ns though a kuife were plunged in, and the 
firmness of the pulse : that this serous mem¬ 
brane was the pleura, appeared by its seat 
ou the aide, below the breast, where, or at 
a level with the breast, the pain of acute 
pleurisy is generally felt. In pleurisy, also. 


this rheumatic case, ami the two will form [you always have, as in this woman, a abort 
both a good comparison and contrast, it I cough, and it is short, because to cough 
being somemnes difficult for a young pram deep would give intolerable pain; the dis- 
titioner to distinguish between pleuiitic and ease irritates to coughing, hut the patient is 
rheumatic pain of thu chest,—between [ compelled to restrain the cough forcibly. 


pneumonia (using the word in a general 
sense) and rheumatism of the. external port 
of the thorax. The case of plcuritis occurred 
in n woman of the name of Lydia Toole, 
aged ha, a charwoman by occupation, of a 
spare habit, who had been ill two days be¬ 
fore her admission on Tliuraday. Accord¬ 
ing to her account she has been subject to 


The cough is usually dry, because the seat 
of irritation is the pleura, not the secreting 
surface of the bronchia: and air-cells; or if 
not dry, the expectoration is scanty. In the 
preseut case the cough, though Bhort, was 
loose,—the expectoration copious, because 
she laboured under chronic catarrh, and the 
pleuritic cough necessarily discharged the 


cough aud copious expeclorutiou for the last i copious mucus of the bronchia*. The breath- 
thirty years. On Tuesdoy, tbo 12th inst, j ing was very difficult. This is necessarily 
she wss employed in washing and scouring, j the case iu pleuritis, though it ipay arise 
and went to bed at night quite well. In the j also from ten thousand other causes. The 
course of tho day her feet had got very; difficulty iu this case arises from the pain 
wet, and at night after she had been asleep; which is experienced by stretching tbo 
about an hour, she awoke with apain iu her: pleura in attempting to breathe deeply, 


left side which was increased on inspiration. 
On Wednesday she experienced alternately 
great heat and cold, sbiveriugs and flushes, 
and hec habitual cough and the pain in her 
side increased. She was so alarmingly ill 
pp Thursday that her friends brought her to 


The patient cannot make a full inspira¬ 
tion, for very agony; the*breathing, there¬ 
fore, is shallow, aud to compensate for tho 
shallowness of the inspirations, tljey become 
more frequent. The countenance was ex¬ 
pressive of extreme anxiety, the features 
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thened: the fuse had a leaden hoe, 
In consequence, I presume, of the combiua* 
tio& of the chronic bronchitis, which bad ex¬ 
isted for ao many years, with the inflamma¬ 
tion of the pleura. Altogether, I may any 
th^Uftoase of pleuritia could possibly have 
been better marked than this, with the sin¬ 
gle ekpeption of thd copious expectoration 
of Ibis early stage, and for which I here j 
aocouBted. 

With. regard to the seat of pain, this was 
in the usual situation. But sometimes it is 
not felt on a level with, or just below, the; 
breast on the aide, but in the axilla and 
other parts; and sometimes, instead of being 
seated in one point, it is rather diffused all 
over the side ; and in very severe cases, has 
been felt over both aides. 

It is generally noticed in this disease that 
the patient rarely lies on the healthy side, 
and the reason, without doubt, is, that if tbe 
patient lay on the side which is not affected, 
the expansion of that half of tbe chest would 
be very much lessened, and a greater de¬ 
gree of expansion therefore required on the 
affected side when inspiration is made, and 
thug great pain occasioned. The patient, 
therefore, usually rests ou the affected side, 
or rather towards it, that it tuny not ex¬ 
pand so much as the healthy side, and may, 
by this less expansion, suffer less pain. It is 
often not possible to rest on the affected 
side, on accouut of its tenderness. In these 
instances a diagonal position is taken, such 
os will permit the healthy side to take the 
greatest sham ofexpausiou, and preventtbe 
diseased side from expanding extensively, 
aud yet not occusion compression of it. I 
mentioned to you also that there was, in tbe 
present case, a great increase of pain on 
pressure, between the rihs. This does not 
always happen in pkuritis; but here it was 
so, and the patient therefore lay in a diagonal 
posture. Where, however, this i.s more de¬ 
cidedly the case than in the present in- 
atance, 1 have known it to bn impossible for 
the patient to lie even towards the affected 
side, and they have been compelled to rest 
entirely on the other, and the very pressure 
of the bed-clothes, when heavy, ^bas been 
nearly unbearable. Jlud there been no other 
symptom than this, the extreme auouy pro¬ 
duced on pressure between the ribs, would 
bare led me to decide that the pleura was 
affected, .■and this indeed led to u still 
more minute diagnosis,— that not merely the 
pleura,*, but the pleura <>f ibe ribs, the 
pleura costalis, was the seat of the affection, 
not that the pulmonary pleura might not he 
also inflamed, hut that the costal pleura tin 
questionably was; Viewing nil the symp¬ 
toms together, you must perceive that 
nothing copld be more easy than tbe diag¬ 
nosis in tbe present case. 

Tbs pulse is, in general, very chmnc- 


terfstfc of hftsmmstion of • **»ni mem¬ 
brane. It was not indeed so bind as I have 
often known it in inflammation of these 
membranes, but it was iqihe* hard ; and 
you know that among tbe variation's induced 
in inflammation by structure^ the hardness 
of tbe pulse is always mentioned ns mark¬ 
ing the disease in the serotrt membranes. 
Tbexo is certainly a variety in %ia respect ; 

1 have known it to be full and soft, and 
small aud weak; but, for the most part, it 
is disposed to be bard and firm. In this 
cose the state of the pulse was not so mark¬ 
ed, that it alone would have led me to con¬ 
clude that inflammation of a serous mem¬ 
brane existed. It was of tbe true character, 
but yet not decidedly pronounced. 

The quality of tbe expeetoruiion in plou- 
ritia is usually glairy, aud the quantity is 
small. I have already explained why, in 
this case, tbe mucus was abundant and 
thick. Ou visiting her just now, 1 found 
her free from all signs of pleurisy, but she 
says her cough is as troublesome as ever, 
and that she expectorates freely; in truth, 
she is in her habitual state, as well as before 
the attack of pleurisy began. Indeed, she 
would not allow me to consider for one mo¬ 
ment the coup'll which was present, because 
it was so babiuud as to be to her ol no mo¬ 
ment, when compared with the symptoms 
from which she bus been liberated. 

Uu the subject of employing the ear in 
this disease, 1 must state that the case was 
made Out perfectly without listening at all 
to the chest; but no one can be perfectly 
acquainted with pleurisy or any other dis¬ 
ease of the chest, without knowing whether 
any changes, and if any, what changes, occur 
in the healthy sounds of the thoracic organa. 
The history is imperfect without them. 1 
listened in the present case, and found that 
there was less respiratory muruiur than natu¬ 
ral in the affected spot. * As this deficiency 
arose from only the imperfect expansion of 
the lungs through the pain of full inspira¬ 
tion, percussion would, u»> doubt, have pro¬ 
duced the natural hollow sound,—the port 
containing air as usual, though not expanded 
to the usual extent. But percussion is not 
always admissible in these cases when there • 
is tenderness; and it was not so here, in 
consequence of the violent pain on pressure. 
The knowledge to he acquired by this mode 
of diagnosis, is not commensurate with the 
degree of suffering occasioned to the pa¬ 
tient, and it ought not to be tried. Not¬ 
withstanding the clearness of the case, |iow- 
ever, l used the stethoscope, that 1 might 
be enabled to communicate to you the 
exact auscultatory state of the parts, and 
to learn if there "were effusion or not. If 
effusion had been present, the respira¬ 
tion would not have been heard so dis¬ 
tinctly as it wus, or not all. The 
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■ouniof the voice, wh®» listened to at the 
side, would htv* (tad a nasal twang, in* 
semblance to the yotee of Punch, or to the 
bloating of a foot, a* ia observable when a 
thin layer of fluid ia poured out upon the 
lungs j it U, H fact, altogether so much 
like the bleating of goatsV that the term 
agophony was given to it by Laennec, from 
oi| a goat, and tpayrj sound or voice. This 
symptom was not discovered v no effusion 
therefore had taken place in even a mo¬ 
derate degree, and the presence of respira¬ 
tion Bbowed that it had not taken place in a 
high degree. 

So much as to the history and diagnosis 
of this woman's case, With regard to the 
causes, one may readily suppose that in 
cooaeqnewoe of the previous existence of 
chronic bronchitis the organs of respiration 
were more predisposed to inflammation than 
they would otherwise have been. The most 
common exciting cuuse of pleuritis is to he 
found in the action of cold, especially com¬ 
bined with moisture, upon the body when the 
individual has been over-heated. There can 
he no doubt that such was the case with this 
woman, that site had been over-heated in 
her work, when her feet got wet. The feet 
thus exposed, are a most common medium 
by which inflammation of distant parts is 
excited. 

As to the cure , nothing can be more beau¬ 
tiful than the treatment of cases of acute 
inflnmniutiou. The body is more subject to 
inflammation than to nny other diaer.Be, and 
no disease is more dangerous j while on the 
other hand there is no disease in which me¬ 
dicine cau be employed more satisfactorily. 
If the diagnosis was perfectly clear iu the 
present case, the treatment necessary to be 
pursued was equally so. I hud the woman 
made to sit upright in bed, and ordered her 
to he bled, not to this quantity or to that, hut 
to fainting, and as soon as that was over, 
twenty leeches were applied over the seat of 
pain, and after them a poultice. I ordered 
lire grains of calomel, with three of opium, 
to he given at tho same time, and the calo¬ 
mel to be repeated every six hours afterwards. 
The next morning, I found her able to lie 
perfectly well on the left side, learnt that 
she had slept soundly all night, though she 
had not slept a wink the night before, ami 
was entirely free from pain; she had scarcely 
any cough remaining ; Site could take a deep 
inspiration, and bear pressure on the purl; 
in fect, she complained of nothing whatever. 
The original chronic catarrh only remained. 
I learnt that venesectiou had produced 
syncope, which lasted in nn imperfect de¬ 
gree tor about half an hour. The pulse 
was certainly 9(5, but it will remain high 
sometime after the disease is materially 
lessened. It was not ao Ann as before, but 
aoft:—not, however, weak. The tongue 
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wm moist. I need not say to yon . AM 
course the blood was buffed; the ii liriTi iniijB . 
oftbe ooagulum waa buffed. Jt'watift ‘ 
copped, but, without doubt, if it bad b*«a 
drawn into s tea-cup, it would have been 
cupped. The cupped appearance is maloti* 
ally influenced by the size of the vessel into 
which the blood is drawn. If disposed to 
cup, the smaller the vessel the more decided 
will be both the bnffinen and the copped 
appearance; our bleeding basons are not fa¬ 
vourable to nice observations upon the blood. 

I saw the woman again os Saturday, and she 
was then still better; her mouth was by that 
time becoming rather aore. As there Had 
been no stool since her admission,—*4 
hours having elapsed, I ordered her on Fri¬ 
day some castor*oil; not for the purpose of 
purging her, but to prevent any irritation of 
the bowels which costiveness might occa¬ 
sion; this operated once or twice the same 
day, and again on Saturday morning, and 
since that time she has made no complaint ; 
she has indeed been convalescent, except¬ 
ing a certain degree of debility, the effect of 
a thirty years' bronchitis, and & slight sore¬ 
ness of the mouth. 

I need hardly sny to you, that in acute 
inflammation, the very best treatment that 
can be adopted is to procure a loss of blood 
from a vessel of Borne size ; and further, 
that on tho suddenness with which the bleed¬ 
ing is performed, its good effect materially 
depends. If you suffer it to dribble from a 
vein, you do no more good than though you 
applied leeches. The larger the orifice, the 
quicker the operation; the shorter the time 
employed in it, the more decided will be the 
impression mudo upon the system, and the 
greater the benefit derived to the patient by 
the loss of a given quautity of blood. Thera 
are one or two things to be observed in 
performing it. Where, for instance, you 
wish to save blood in some degree, you 
should pluce the patient upright in the bed. 
The Jobs ofTess blood will then produce syn¬ 
cope, than of a larger quantity in the hori¬ 
zontal posture. Bat in cases of considerable 
fulness of the system, the great object is to 
produce fainting by taking away a full quan¬ 
tity, and not to bring ou tint state antil a 
considerable loss of blood has been obtained. 
As the patient was un old woman, I Was 
anxious not to abstract more blood than 
was obsolutely necessary ; and vet sixteen 
ounces were drawn before she tainted. In 
■ome cases, where no fulness of blood ex¬ 
ists, there is so great a disposition to faint, 
that there is a great chance of fainting taking 
place before a proper quantity ia abstracted; 
and here, again, it may h** right to bleed in 
the horizoulal posture. On the other hand, 
where it ia desirable to remove the smallest 
possible quantity, the patient should be bled 
standing, and then very few ounces will ire- 
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' qutoflycWto limto Mat. In lie treatment 
gti^-fcaviogtoid* your di- 
satoftained bow much blood 
to*«llfoy i» lost, you should go briskly 
|n»ck the, disease ou die bead at 
tte6e,in»dlben follow the bleeding up inline* 
•:^PiW>%itb the other necessary measures. 
Jbttddmes a single bleeding will answer 
(be purpose, sometimes not ; but at any 
rata local bleeding, resorted to instantly 
afterwards, will often prevent a second ge¬ 
neral blobd-letting from being necessary. It 
was not until the leeches were applied in 
the present caBe, that the greatest relief 
was obtained, but it immediately followed 
their application. I may aay, that it is fre¬ 
quently a very pod practice to assist un¬ 
loading the vessels of tue inflamed part after 
general bleeding, by applying leeches or by 
cupping. I mentioned to you, that I after- 
Wards Sheeted a poultice to be laid on. You 
will find this a very beneficial plan after 
leeches; it encourages the bleeding, and 
has likewise a very soothing effect. 

The other remedies employed were calo¬ 
mel and opium. From the age and consti¬ 
tution of this patient it was desirable to 
avoid a necessity of repeating the bleeding, 
and therefore I was particularly desirous of 
producing more or less affection of the 
moutli,and of fully tranquillizing the system. 
The use of opium is frequently very bene¬ 
ficial after bleeding. It is not so perhaps 
where there is a full habit, or the head is 
affected; but when we see reason in the 
constitution to spare bleeding, and where 
we fear any morbid irritability from the loss 
of blood, then opium is an advantageous 
medicine. Under these circumstances 1 
have never known opium to be injurious 
after bleeding, it tranquillizes the system, 
secures comfortable repose, and is thought 
to render subsequent bleeding less neces¬ 
sary. It acted, or appeared to act, most 
beneficially in this case; at least we are 
certain it did no harm,—did not aggravate 
the symptoms: the p8tieut fell into a quiet 
and long sleep, and awoke free from com¬ 
plaint, even from cough. The opium may 
not only have procured the quiet night, but 
prevented, or assisted in preventing, for 
what 1 know, a retnm of the inflammatory 
symptoms'; so that, although it did not pro¬ 
duce the cure, it had some Bhare in the 
general beneficial effect. With regard to 
the mercury, 1 do not attribute the removal 
of the disease at all to it. It may have as¬ 
sisted also in presenting a return of the 
symptoms, but I cannot say that it really 
did—that they would have returned but for 
its exhibition ; but a failure raroly occurs, 
when it is employed in addition to bleeding, 
tod other suitable means. The good effects 
which 1 always liBve seen to result from pro¬ 
ducing tenderness of the mouth by mercury 


in active inflammation, induced me to g»f e 
it ; and if this woman were attacked agnn 
React weefc, I should purtuo In alt points the 
very same practice, though I do not now 
venture to say, bor do I believe* Chat it had 
toy share in the removal of the uiteue. Ja 
single successful cases of inflatomatfoo, in 
which mercury is given, we are not justified 
in referring the benefit to its effects; but I 
have drawn my conclusions from contrast¬ 
ing two series of cues; the one treated by 
the ordinary antiphlogistic measures only, 
riie oLher by the ordinary antiphlogistic 
measures, and mercury pushed on to some 
degree of affection of the gums; and I know 
that the success was infinitely greater in 
the latter. In my practice a free exhibt- • 
lion now always forms a part of the plan, and 
a failure in subduing active common inflam¬ 
mation is a very rare occurrence, a thing 
scarcely ever met with by me, unless there 
has been organic disease at bottom, or I 
have been called in too lalo, or been ob¬ 
structed in doing what 1 wished—I have 
often repented of having trusted to ordi¬ 
nary measures, but never of having given 
mercury in addition. Nothing is more com¬ 
mon than to see the symptoms yield the 
instant that the mouth is affected, or to find 
all necessity for further bleeding no longer 
necessary from that moment. 1 may also 
observe, that the administration of calo¬ 
mel with the opium tended to enable a 
subsequent purgative to act, llad I uot 
had the constitutional effect of mercury iu 
view, I should have exhibited one doae 
with the opium, to obviate constipation, and 
ensure the operation of a purgative, if ne¬ 
cessary, the next day. After the third dose, 
the calomel waa discontinued, although no 
affection of the mouth had taken place, be¬ 
cause really the disease was at an end, and 
further treatment was uot necessary ; fur al¬ 
though I would always act vigorously, l 
would never act unnecessarily. Respecting; 
the leeches, I think it is very probable, if 
uot certain, that if, in this case, the leeches 
only had been applied, the disease might 
have gone on from that day to this, instead 
of being suddenly subdued, or not been 
subdued at all; we might have pushed the 
disease about, but not have knocked it 
down. If recourse bad not been bad to 
leeches, a general bleeding might have been 
necessary again the tome night, or the 
next morning. There U nothing like knock¬ 
ing disease down at once if you can, and 
keeping it down by subsequent measures. 
How fur the opium assisted iu the latter 
purpose 1 cannot assert. 

To learn whether there is any effusion, 
I have just examined her. The respira* 
toiy murmur is natural on rim affected 
side, and there is no tegophony: there is 
therefore no effusion, Some of the gen- 




Rheumatism or the chest. 




i smeit jpaltMr recotlect tin «■ 
of « gill who me e&eted with gtnriqr, 
and treated in the hospital during the som- 
nter months, The ease was more severe, 
M the pain was more extensive, and the 
caw lasted longer. The patient was cured 
in the tame manner, but for some time her 
▼pipe sounded most laughably, exactly like 
Pouch, at the back oftbeehest on the afflict¬ 
ed half, and on the lower part of the same 
side j yet the pleuritic had ceased. Sud¬ 
denly copious sweats burst forth, and the 
Punch-like sound as suddenly declined, and 
soon ceased altogether. Here effusion had 
taken place, and the absorption occurred 
Simultaneously with excessive secretion by 
the skin. The case was remarkable. As the 
full respiratory murmur, and the absence of 
(Bgopbooism, show that no effusion has 
taken place, the present case is a good 
instance of the termination of inHammation 
by resolution, without suppuraliun, effusion, 
gangrene, or auy fresh circumstance or 
symptom, but in perfect health of the pait. 
In the most favourable termination of in¬ 
flammation, there is generally some in¬ 
creased secretion in the part itself, or the 
surrounding parts; but here there appears 
to be none—there is pure resolution. 

RHEUMATISM O t THS CHBBf. 

The other case, which I introduce to your 
notice by way of comparison and contrast, is 
one of rheumatism of the chest. The paiu 
wsis not in the same situation, but waarathor 
severe. 

W. if., aged 19 years ; he had been ill a 
fortnight before admisnion. At first lie hnd 
suffered from rheumatism of the left knee, 
and now complained of the left shoulder, but 
particularly of pain in the region of tLe 
acromion. Ho experienced grout pain on 
respiration all over tlm front of the cheat,— 
a sharp pain; and pressure greatly aggra¬ 
vated it, so that he started hack 88 soon us 
the eud of the finger touched any part of 
the front of the chest, as he did when it was 
applied over the acromion. Now this might 
have given the idea that he was labouring 
under pleuritie, but the complaint waa easily 
distinguished from that disease. Certainly 
to one who bad not seen the two, a difficulty 
might arise on meeting with such n case. 
Hut, in the first place, the slightest pressure 
on the chest gave pain,—such alight pres¬ 
sure as could not offset the pleura; and 
pressure not merely between the ribs, but 
gentle pressure with the end of the finger on 
the ribs and sternum, in a place where the 
pleura could not have felt the pressure. The 
pressure which distressed the woman was 
made between the ribs. If pressure upon 
the ribs ever produce pain in pleuritis, it 
must be very strong, unless in tbs worst 


am, when iH tbo 

nature and dsneer of t 
nut place there was greet heat of 
face of the chest. There was, also, rheuma¬ 
tism of other parts,—the knee had beta 
affected before the chest, sad there had been 
sweeting,—io usual a thing in scute rbeu- 
matiam, The win, too. wus not utone spot, 
but diffused. Lastly, there was aot the gene¬ 
ral illness of the system Which wmotswv- 
able in the woman; the man wet not even 
confined to his bed, sn<l there wM neither 
cough of any kind nor expectoration. The 
dyspnoea was inconsiderable, compared with 
that of the woman. Now the combination 
of all these symptoms was such as enabled 
me readily to inter the nature of the disease. 
All but one of them, however, are subject to 
doubt. The diffusedaessof the pain is some¬ 
times, though rarely, observed in pleuritis. 
Rheumatism of some part may occur at the 
same time with pleuritis; nay, the rheuma¬ 
tism in the chest and elsewhere may be so 
active, that considerable pyrexia, heat, 
thirst, quickness of pulse, whiteness of 
longue, considerable general illness, may 
occur in mere rheumatism, so that the 
patient may keep his bed. There may 
also be a catarrh, so that cough, short or 
not, may exist and be attended by expec¬ 
toration, little or mncli. The extreme ten¬ 
derness on such slight pressure, and on 
pressure made where it could not a&et the 
pleura, proved the external seat of the dis¬ 
ease, and the rest of the symptoms harmo¬ 
nised completely with this observation ; so 
that taking the whole together, I had no 
doubt upon the subject. 

The treatment of the two diseases requires 
to be conducted on the same principles j yet 
there arc two reaions why a careful diag¬ 
nosis is necessary in this complaint. First, 
8 true diagnosis will enable you to inform 
the patient, and his friends, with truth, 
whether the disease is dangerous or not; 
for pleuritis is dangerous, while the rheu¬ 
matic affection of external pans is sot; and 
secondly, although the snmo measures are 
necessury in each case, they are not required 
to the same extent in the one as in the 
other. The vigorous measures demanded 
in pleuritis ore seldom necessary in mere 
rheumatism. In this ense I ordered no 
general bleeding, but thirty leeches to.the 
chest, and, as the Bhoulder was affected, I 
directed some of the thirty leeches to ha 
applied very near it; I also directed five 
grains of calomel to lie, given night and 
morning. The leoclies completely relieved 
the pain in these places, but it soon dew to 
the opposite shoulder, and the next day it 
migrated to the neck, active rheumatism 
having always a remarkable tendency to 
migration. Leeches to the parts succes¬ 
sively attacked pxoducedielief iu both places; 
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Jfotfcfog is more usoful than to examine 
ewes together which are very similar in 
some points, and yet dilft-r essentially id 
others, and I trust you will see the import¬ 
ance erf the present comparison and contrast. 


monsvauoas, w • -- 

Representations of flunS Anatomy ; tpd 
J)r. M. J. Weber of Bonn is preparing for 
the preas M An Anatomical Atlas of tbeBu. 
man Body. Part I., embracing osteology, 
including two skeletons of the natural sine.” 


LITERARY IKXSUICHBK® 

Professor Seerig of Breahsw willilwrtly 


There lias be en no death during the week 
in my wards, and I have, therefore, no mor¬ 
bid anatomy to teach. 


CAUTION. 

Wr. understand that a person calling him¬ 
self Viluehs, is travelling the country,on d 
making heavy exactions upon the benevo¬ 
lence of medical practitioners, by r epic sent- 
ing that his case has been strongly advocated 
in Tus Lancet, and that he is the distressed 
medical man, whose misibrtuues were so 
frequently adverted to in the pages of this 
Journal about eighteen months bock. "We 
have good reason for believing that the fellow 
is an impostor. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications have been recieved 
from C. R. M. S.—Mr. Drew.—A Scion of 
Medicine.—Dr. MeUiuish.—Mr. Adams.— 
Mr. Forbes Winslow.—air. John Richards. 
—Amator Justitia. — Apia.— Mr. Arthur 
Beetbam.—Mr. John Ennis.—A Friend to 
Discussion.—Vindex.— A Friend to the 
Medical Student.—Mr. Knowles.—Sir. H. 
W. Bailey.—II. F,— Mr. James tf. Morsou. 
—“Governors sod Advocates.*’—Mr. Lionel 
J. Beale.—Mr. Bennett. 

tf. M. “ The letter dated September 
9th,’’ has not been received at our office, 
consequently we can otter no opinion of its 
contents. ' If H. M. would forward the par¬ 
ticulars' of tho transaction, his questions 
shall receive immediate attention. 

Jiacchus. The certificates must be pro¬ 
duced agreeably to the regulations of the 
present period. 3ttie examination in Latin 
will consist in translating grammatically 
portions of Celsus and Gregory’s Con¬ 
spectus. A certificate of the dressetship 
wiH be sufficient for the College of Sur- 
feons, but not for the Company of Apotbo- 
caries. 
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College. Coloured Engravings. London: 
Longman and Co., 1830. pp. 208. 

Views of (he Pelvis, showing the natural 
size, form, and relations of the Bladder, 
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made for the Museum of the Royal College 
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Anatomy in the Royal College ofSurgeone 
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London: Underwood. 


Eiwatum.—N o. 372, page 124, article 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, line 17, tat 
“ transverse ” read “ oblique” 
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K*VfT8 MATERNUi. 

Oct. 15. Mr. Lawrence, on Friday, 
made the following observations on a case 
of ntams maternus , occurring in Susanna 
Marsh, an infant about sixteen weeks old, 
at present in Faith’s Ward. 

Nevus materials, or “ maternal spot,” is 
a name given to certain peculiarities which 
are vulgarly supposed to have their origin 
in the “longings” of the mother. This 
ntevus maternus is a disease of the capillary 
vessels of the skin, or under the akin. From 
the mother’s information, it seemed, that at 
the time of birth, the only appearance of the 
disense in this child was a small red spot, 
which has, however, so rapidly increased 
in Bize, that now, at the distance of only 
fifteen or sixteen weeks, the nmvus extends 
over the whole of the left side of the face. 
The tumour feels soft and doughy, and yields 
upon being squeezed, but swells out again 
on relaxation, like a sponge. N icvi, in fact, 
consist almost entirely of Wood-vesaels, so 
interwoven as to form a complete congeries. 
The effect is, that the blood contained in 
them is easily forced out by pressure, on 
the removal of which the elasticity of the 
veuelb restores them to their usurI size, and 
the blood returns. The tumour feefo ex¬ 
ceedingly warm, which might readily he 
conceived, in consequence of the quantity 
of blood circulating through it, but the 
best in this instance is much less consider¬ 
able than it frequently is. The tumour is 
covered by integument in the natural state, 
save on the upper parts about the eyelid, 
where it assumes a dark livid hue ; and in 
some places the surface ib of a finely gra¬ 
nulated texture. Now the nmvus maternus 
is not always of the same texture through¬ 
out. Sometimes cutaneous mevus is found 
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existing in the skin, and elevated a little 
above the surrounding parts* or beneath the 
■kin, and this is consequently named the 
ncicutaneous. Sometimes there are spots 
of that peculiar, livid, vascular, texture be¬ 
fore mentioned. These may remain sta¬ 
tionary, or they moy grow rapidly, and then 
cease to increase. Frequently, however, 
they require immediate and vigorous treat¬ 
ment, and this is especially the case in the 
present instance. These n*vi, when left to 
themselves, may exist for years, hot neg¬ 
lect would be very dangerous, on account of 
the large blood-vessels which supply them. 
These vessels, ramifying near the surface, 
are. emioaed to numberless chances; they 
may get divided in a f«U, especially in chil¬ 
dren, and considerable btemorrhuge would 
be the consequence. If, then, the risk be 
so great, the question is, What are the best 
remedial means for us to adopt, and what 
can be safely done in the case ? The prog¬ 
nosis, in general, may be founded on the 
magnitude of the tumour, and the age of the 
patieut. It has been proposed, when these 
growths are very large, and when situated 
in the neck, to lie the carotid artery. There 
is a gentleman, at present in this metropolis, 
from the United States, Dr. Massey, who 
had a case of mevus muiernua occurring in 
the scalp. He tied the carotid on one side, 
and that having no effect, and the growth 
continuing, he resolved to cut off the scalp, 
and an awful o|teration it was ; but the pa¬ 
tient is now doing well. Excision is a plan 
that is sometimes adopted, but in making 
use of it you must cut freely round the tu¬ 
mour, and taking the utmost care not to cut 
into the structure, for you can have no con¬ 
ception of the alarming loss of arterial blood 
which would be occasioned thereby. When 
he spoke of arterial blood, he should re¬ 
mark, that it is by no means determined whe¬ 
ther the vessels of these naivi he veins or ar¬ 
teries. Sometimes, from the livid purple co¬ 
lour of the tumour, one is led to suppose that 
it is caused by a venous circulation. He had 
lately been attending a lady for this affec- 
tiou, iu whom, from the dark colour of the 
surface, it seemed reasonable to suppose 
that the tumour contained venous blood, but 
there the blood that issued was decidedly 
M 
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' Mnl With reg«ri however to tie pioc- known (he practice to b. of ' umte&msr. 
tie® of excision, it is certainly dangerous, if Some time since lie had a child under ms 
*he supplying vessels be large ; and they care, in his private practice, with a small 
are sometimes so large that the patient has cutaneous ntcvus on the acalp about the sine 
even died on the operating table from the of the end of hia thumb. On the whole he 
haemorrhage. considered this a favourable eaae for the 

Since, then, the, danger of this method is trial, and the operation was accordingly per- 
bo great, it remains to consider what other formed. Inflammation supervened to acon- 
meani are to be adopted. Now it has been siderahle extent, and as it declined a thick 
said, that a cure may be effected by excit- hard crust formed over the tumour, and as 
Jug inflammation in the part, and thus ob- that was removed the navus was nearly 
taining an obliteration of the vessels; but though not entirely gone. This occurred 
unless nn obliteration of the whole could be about a year and a half since, and he then 
procured, of course the inefficiency of this requested the psrents, who were persons of 
treatment is obvious. A caustic, kalipurum, consequence, to bring the child to him again 
has been recommended, but he doubted Bhould there be a recurrence oftheaffec- 
whether the use of it is advisable. How- tion; he had not since heard of them, and ho 
ever, he adopted this method in the case of therefore considered it a rational conclusion 
the lady before mentioned; he touched every that a cure hud been accomplished. He had 
point of the tumour; indeed, he said, he known of another case in the country, where 
took the greatest liberties with it, to excite a child was affected with a large jwiculane- 
a sufficient degree of inflammation, but ous nevus ou the side, which had been 
without success. There is an article in a vaccinated, as he was informed, with con. 
number of a northern medical journal on this siderabls effect; the swelling had beenorigi- 
aubject (see Lancet, No. 362, page 723), nslly round, aud of a deep purple colour 
the author of which, Mr. Fawdington, states, throughout; it was now much diminished in 
that he has met with great encouragement size, a great port of it was etitirelv cousoli* 
to insert aseton in these cases. He relates dated, and in the centre it hud become of a 
a case of two years’ duration, in which he natural while appearance. On the whole, 
made use of this agent, and he informs us if not entirely reduced, the swelling had 
tbnt the result was the consolidation of the certainly been permanently diminished, 
tumour. He had himself tried this method, The vaccination, however, could only be 
but he confessed he did not find it of much applicable, os be before observed, to patients 
service. With regard to the child at pre- who hod not previously been subjected to the 
sent in the Hospital, the only treatment he specific influence of that virus. A t. present 
liad as yet adopted is that of applying cold, be haa a lady uuder his care who lias n large 
Caustic lie should be unwilling to employ, mevus on the face. She lmd originally a 
on account of the great size of the nsevus, small growth under one of the erelids, and 
and, on the whole, he really would rather not this has gradually increased to its present 
meddle with it at nil. If it could be brought extent, its boundaries were now, the ridge 
to a stationary condition, ho certainly should of the nose, the anterior part of the ear, the 
be inclined to let it take its own course. If, ciliary margin of the lower evelid, and aline 
however, it continued to increase, something drawn Iroro the angle oi'llie lips towards the 
must be done to check it. cor. Three consideiable lobes were remark - 

Oct. 22.—Mr. Lawrence said, he had able in tbia tumour, one corresponding to 
alluded to cases of nnevus materuus, in the lower eyelid, the second much larger 
which it Lad been found practicable to re- beneath this, and the third still larger below 
move the tumours by ligatures,—instances both. Altogether they formed a con Bitier- 
in which the swelling lay in dangerous able protuberance ; the circumference of the 
situations, and where, by the application of swelling was of a livid colour. As the lady 
the ligature, a cure was effected without was in other respects 'of a handsome per- 
the danger of the tremendous haemorrhage son, and the removal of this deformity of 
which occasionally proved fatal, even at; course a very desirable matter, she had coma 
the moment of operation. Various modes, j a considerable distance for advice ; excision 
he said; had been devised for producing in-jor ligature wus out of the question, and he 
fiarmnation in the substance of the mevus, passed in the first instance, n thick avion 
• and thus obtaining consolidation ; one of through the inferior part of the tumour ; the 
these consisted in the employment of the scion was introduced by a large needle with 
■vaccine virus in the neevi of children who a proportionate thread, in order to prevent 
had not undergone previous vaccination ;; the risk of hemorrhage, which was thus 
here the object was to introduce the. matter obviated, and not more than a dozen drops 
extensively over the tumour, and in its cir- of blood we re lost in the operation. No in. 
cumference; for this purpose twenty or flumiuation followed, and he next sprinkled 
thirty, or even more punctures were usually the neton with n little powdered nitrate of 
made, and in his own experience he had ^ail remand drew it iutu the opening; beyond 
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pain and irritation this produced little or no 
inflammatory effect The nitrate of silver 
was again used more copiously, and a great 
deal of uneasiness was produced for twenty- 
four hours without the supervention of any 
general inflammation. The seton was then 
removed,and he introduced a stick of caustic- 
potash into the opening and rubbed it in j 
very freely, and Ire thought that if any-thiug 
could induce inflammation, this certainly, 
would; accordingly it did occur to a ctr-; 
tain extent, the tumour diminished some¬ 
what in size, and there was some consolida¬ 
tion ; lie afterwards applied the kali purum 
externally, freely over two parts of tire tu¬ 
mour ; a partial cure was thus effected* but 
on the whole the inflammation was by no 
means so general as the extensive irritation 
might have been expected to induce. This 
case, Mr.Lawrence continued, slioweddecid- 
edly the difficulty with which these tumours: 
were inflamed,and that in general they might ; 
be dealt with with great freedom. He might! 
say that the ubuuI opiuion that inflammation j 
was generated through these tumours with j 
facility, was incorrect; that in one situs- j 
lion inflammation might he oarried evenj 
to the death of the part, without extending : 
any further. In the present instance he; 
had destroyed the upper part of the tumour 
by a ligature, be would try the seme with 
the lower part, aud eventually treat the 
edges with strong nitric acid. 

PI. Kin on A FROM HIE SUPPRESSION OF LOCAL 
DISCHARGES. 

Mr. Lawrence next called the attention 
of the class to a specimen of blood which j 
exhibited strongly the ordinary character-j 
istics of that fluid when drawn in acute; 
internal inflammation; the congulum was 
firm, deeply cupped, and covered with a 
huffy crust; yet it had been drawn from u 
patient in whom no external evidence of, 
an inflammatory nature existed at the lime j 
of its abstraction; in fuct, it was taken bv 
the person’s own desire, by his own pre¬ 
scription, and the appearauce it now wore 
certainly showed that he had not erred 
much iu his diagnosis. The man was in 
" Henry Ward,” where he had been confined 
for some weeks with n fractured leg. lie 
(Mr. Lawrence) did not see him until he 
had been a considerable tune in the hospi¬ 
tal, ag Mr. Lloyd was then iu charge of his 
patients; he was about 60 years old, of full, 
plethoric, make, nnd he believed of rather 
jolly habits. After admission there was con¬ 
siderable inflammation of the limb, and on 
reference to his papers, it was seen that, 
besides general bleeding, an almost couui- 
less number of leeches had been applied to 
the limb, und he had been on milk diet, 
Which, as containing but comparatively lit- 


tls animal matter, could scarcely contribute 
to the excitement of inflammatory aetitau 
He was admitted on the 27th of Jiffy i 
be bod been bled, purged actively, trVtftvaf 
with digitalis, aud leeched, and leeched, 
and leeched, over sod over again, bur the 
inflammation, .notwithstanding, ended in 
suppuration, and a copious discharge en¬ 
sued, which, within a short time, rapidly 
diminished, and .the openings healed. A 
few days after this, the patient felt himself 
heated and full, especially about his head; 
these Bymptoms he very properly ascribed 
to 41 too much blood,” and not ns patients 
generally do, “ to weakness," which is, in 
other words, a wish for animal food, sod 
beer or spirits. The man considered himself 
in a state of plethora, and was bled. 

It had frequently happened to him, he 
observed, in this hospital and elsewhere, to 
see patients who had laboured under pro¬ 
fuse local discharges become plethoric, and 
prone to determinations of blood and inter¬ 
nal inflammations when these discharges 
were suddenly suppressed. Thu he had 
seen over and over again under such cir¬ 
cumstances in old running ulcers of the leg, 
more especially if the patients were placed 
on anitnal diet and allowed beer, and these 
determinations would proceed to every de¬ 
gree, up to futal apoplexy. There was 
a patient now in “ Henry," who was in 
the Hospital some years before for inflam¬ 
mation aud ulceration of the leg; it was 
rapidly healed, aud in a few days he had 
a sudden and violeut attack of apoplexy; 
the usual treatment was adopted; he waa 
profusely bled, cupped, leeched, purged, 
und blistered, but with so little effect, that 
he (Mr. Lawrence) abandoned all hopes of 
his recovery; as a last experiment, however, 
he determined on the employment of mercury 
in large doses, which was pushed to saliva¬ 
tion, and he eventually recovered; but for 
a long time he was paralytic on one side, aud 
even at present his mouth wus somewhat 
distorted. He had now been Beven weeks 
I in the house for a recurrence of the ulcera- 
: tiou, and during this time, according as the 
ulcers were healing, it had beeu found ne- 
! cessary to bleed him repeatedly, iu order 
; to counteract the return of a similar affec¬ 
tion to that from which he formerly suf- 
; fered. The hospital diet table, he was sorry to 
j say, was any-thing but judicious ; the .“ or¬ 
dinary diet," for example, consisted of ani-’ 
mal food, two pints of good strong beer — 
not tuble beer, hut much better—with seve¬ 
ral other good things. As*it is on this diet 
that a patient is placed on admission, and 
as it may happeu that u patient may not he 
seen immediately alter entrance, and mean¬ 
while may labour under acute inflammation, 
this diet would, of all other things, be the 
best calculated to aggravate his disease, lie 
M2 
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it* 

bad, therefore, mideit 0 general rule, that In* 
patients should be placed, at first, on milk 
diet, for if they were in a coudition for beer 
and meat, the hospital wsb not the fittest 
place for their reception. 

EUVS1PKLAS. 

Two or three case? of erysipelas (Mr. 
Lawrence continued; were at present under 
tteatment, to which he would now direct 
tbeir attention. The first was that of Olive 
Moore, at. 28, in “ Faith Ward." a straw- 
bonnet maker, unmarried, whose menses had 
been suppressed for the last three months, 
a circumstance which contributed much to 
predispose her to infiammatory attacks, and 
Lad already given her the appearance ofi 
a general plethoric habit. She was admit¬ 
ted on the 20th, and stated, that since the 
ITth her face had been swelled and painful, 
and that her illness commenced with shiver- 
ings, succeeded by increased sweatings.— 
There was considerable tumidity of the 


the general symptoms and the condition of 
the blood, which was certainly as wronjf * 
characteristic of inflammation as it could be, 
if drawn during infinmmation.of nfly internal 
organ. If attention were p*id to siieh cases 
as this, no doubt of the real nature of the. 
affection could be entertained, and so much 
would not be heard about tho use of wine 
and bark in this disease. He supposed this 
treatment was grounded on the occurrence of 
erysipelas in aged and debilitated persons, 
in" whom, certainly, the depleting treat¬ 
ment would not be justifiable, notwithstand¬ 
ing that the local symptoms were originally 
inflammatory to a certain degree. It was 
in evliry case necessary to discriminate ho* 
tween the essence of the disease and the 
persons in whom it occurred. 

There was. in the same w’ard, a young 
woman named Robinson, who had been ad¬ 
mitted on the I9ib with a Blight degree of 
redness, and some swelling, of the leg, hut 
whose case did not at first receive particular 
attention. To-day (2Jd) it bad become 


right cheek, extending a little towards the j excessively painful, and she was in a state 
left; the eyelids were closed, the tumour j of violent febrile excitement and constant 
generally of a deep-red colour, pitting on j agitation; the leg was internally of# bright 
pressure, and acutely painful. There wasiscurlet, or. rather, crimson colour; exter- 
also great general disturbance; the pulse 120, j nelly the inflammation was also very active, 
hard and full; the tongue coated; bowels and the colour was insensibly shaded into 
confined; Lendach; great thirst; skin dry j the unaffected parts; the inflamed purls 


and hot; she had a slight attack of the same 
Lind the preceding winter. She was bled 
immediately to eighteen ounces, and the 
blood was of a highly inflammatory appear¬ 
ance, >3 it" it had been drawn in acute pleu- 


were algo much swelled, and she complained 
of violent burning pain. Such was her state 
in the morning; besides, her skin was hot 
and dry; pnlse quick and strong; she had 
headach, white tongue, and was extremely 


ntis. She was ordered u mixture, with a j restless, — all symptoms characteristic of 
drachm of sulphate of magnesia and half a, great constitutional disturbance. This in- 
drachm of the solution of tartrate of anti-! stance also showed the. highly inflammatory 
Eaony, every sixth hour. j nature of the disease. A large bleeding 

On the 20 th, the inflammation was rather was immediately directed, and le: dies lo 
increased and more extended towards the.be applied to the inflamed pans; the satur- 
left side ; bowels had not been opened, and ! nine lotion, and active purgative medicines, 
she was generally worse. Venesection to j were ulso prescribed. Before the leeches 
fourteen ounces was directed, and the senna' were applied she was accordingly bled 10 
mixture; the blood was again cupped and j deliquium ; thirty leeches were afterwards 
buffed; she was also ordered two grains of \ put on; the effect of this treatment was 
calomel aud two of antirnonisl powder, every; the almost immediate IrauquiUizution of tho 
six hours, and the ordinary saline mixture, j Ideal and general d'siresa, and when Mr. 
By these means the headach was consider- I Lawrence went into the ward just bi-forelec- 
*bly relieved in the evening, and at nine I tore, he found her in a calm and sound sleep, 
J'.m. she w as altogether belter, and that: from which she was not aroused by his being 
night «he Blept well. i present. 

On the 21st, the inflammation bail not In the same ward the case of Richardson 
iwerea6ed, but there was a recurrence of the j afforded an example of what might be term* 
headach on both sides; the pulse was ra- led "phlegmonous" erysipelas, in contra- 
ther fuller and harder; she was cupped to j distinction to thp other cases which might 
twelve ounces; since then she had continued j be denominated 41 simple, u in which the 
better, and w*s’ on the 22 d, in every re. i tumefaction proceeded only from an affection 
•pect much relieved; the swelling had sub.! of the true skin, and consequent effusion, 


sided without reification, and (ie>quamation 
was commencing; he had desired the saline 
mixture to be continued. Ir. this cose, Mr. | 
Lawrence said, the inflammatory nature of, 
the affection was strongly manifested by I 


and not from inflammation of the subjacent 
cellular tissue; in the phlegmonous form 
the swelling was firm and resisting, and did 
not pit so readily os in ibe simple kind. In 
Richardson's case Mr. Wood had very judi- 
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oioqrfy made one inciaion down the whole 
length of the swelling. It would be fotsnd 
that auch incisions were by far the molt ef¬ 
fectual menus of treatment in phlegmonous 
erysipelas, and of terminating satisfactorily 
the local symptoms ond general disturbance. 
When erysipelas is accompanied by inflam¬ 
mation of the subjacent cellular tissue, it 
frequently evinces a disposition to spread ; 
the adhesive inflammation, iu other words, 
does not intervene to arrest its progress; 
in these cases free incisions are also by far 
the best meuns of counteracting the disease. 
In the Srst place they occasion a copious 
flow of blood from the inflamed parts, the 
vessels bleeding with infinitely greater 
energy than is observed iu ordinary wounds 
of the same extent; but the relief is not 
solely attributable to the bleeding, for an 
equal quantity obstracted by other means 
will always fail to produce an equivalent 
effect. The incisions, however, operate 
most effectually, by relieving the great dis¬ 
tention of the parts; the limb, previously 
red and shining, becomes pale and wrinkled, 
and the paiu is almost immediately abated. 
In the present case the incision operated in 
this manner; the spreading of the local in¬ 
flammation lias been arrested, and the pa¬ 
tient now only luboura under a simple 
healthy wound. 

ACUTE HEPATITIS, TERMINATING IN 
SUPPURATION. 

lie had occasion once or twice to notice 
the application of the same principles of. 
treatment to internal and external inflam¬ 
mations. There were at present some cases 
in the wards which illustrated this analogy 
further. Jn " Henry” there was a patient 
named George Booth, ait. 3$, admitted with 
a large phlegmonous abscess over the right 
hip, and who also laboured under hepatitis. 
Generally speaking, one inflammation was as 
much as the animal economy could under¬ 
take at a time; but, iu this case, two were 
in action. He hud been unwell about a 
fortnight before admission, but could assign 
no cause lor his illness. He said his hip 
bad been ” lanced” by a doctor, but no¬ 
thing followed but blood. As he felt a 
deep fluctuation, be introduced the lancet a 
little further, and a copious discharge of pus 
immediately followed. Still the relief was 
not so great as might have beon expected ; 
the skin was Sallow, his features contracted, 
arid he complained of pain iu his right side. 
On uncovering his abdomen, the cause was 
at once perceptible; he breathed entirely 
by liii ribs, and studiously avoided the 
exercise of the abdominal portion of his 
bellows. These appearances, coupled with 
great abdominal paiu aud other usual in¬ 
dications, at once proved the nature of the 
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•flection. It mt not, liowtnr, opt of ' 
»cb i dugeniM character u ».)»»► 
time* «een; in feel, in these c1inMM0kt 
termination of acute hepatitis i* ftippo? 
ratio® is comparatively of infrequent occur* 
rence. He was bled to sixteen ounces. Had 
jalap and calomel, and & saline mixture, with 
tartar emetic and sulphate of magnesia, every 
sixth hour. He waa moreover cupped once, 
ond had a blister to the side. He continued 
taking one grain of calomel and live of jalap 
till his bowels were effectually relieved, aud 
till it was considered the purging had been 
carried to a sufficient extent. Active as this 
was, however, none of the bad consequencea 
were produced on the intestinal mucoua 
membrane, of which our brethren on the 
other side of the channel seemed so much 
afraid. 

Under this treatment the man had nearly 
recovered. In these cases he would again 
repeat, that the same principles of cure 
which referred to external inflammation, 
were also applicable to those of internal 
parta. There were some other patients then, 
under treatment which further illustrated 
this position, but of these he would speak 
at the next lecture. 


INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 

LETTER FROM MR. KOMOX. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —Anticipating some comments would 
be made from the report which you gave in 
your publication of the 9tli October, of the 
inquest held at Hampton ou the and, 1 pur¬ 
posely delayed offering any observations 
before, anxious to ascertain first the feelings 
of that respectable body of men denominat¬ 
ed “ General Practitioners"' from the re¬ 
sult of the case in question, tbe proctice of 
one of whom, it appears, iu the instance 
of Mr. Bowen, has recently most unjustly 
been called in question, and', as far as 1 am 
capable of giving an opinion, been made 
the subject gf unmerited animadversion. 

Previously to my noticing ony portion of 
the report taken at the inquest, and em¬ 
bodied in No. 371 of your Lancet, 1 must 
pause for a while to express freely the sur¬ 
prise and indignation which I felt on perus¬ 
ing a letter from Sir Andrew' Halliday (ex- 
pbyaician to the Duke of Clarence), pub¬ 
lished in your 3?Vnd Number, aud in which 
I find he ha* endeavoured, but in a very 
pitiful manner, to exculpate himself from 
what he would wish others to regard, as 
merely “ an apparent inconsistency,” iu 
reference to his original assertion to Mr. 
Solis, of Kingston, and that afterwards made 
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to Ur. T«flor. . Ttu.eon&wt, Sir, lutrij 
]fftetiied bj Sit Andre w ibroutboot !b* 
whole Of tfca suit unpleasant inir, T ou 
luvo no bniUUon in pronouncing, lo hnre 
been perfectly at variance with the criteria 
by'#atcb I haw been taught to estimate 
tjrt fefiduct of truth and honour ; and be 
himself must be well aware, that I am not ( 
singular in this opinion, or without proof[ 
• “ as strong as holy writ ” to justify it. li 
now, Mr. Editor, boldly cull upon Sir An¬ 
drew to account for the five different asser¬ 
tions which lie made, respecting the removal 
of the arms of the child, and the non-deli¬ 
very of the woman. 1st, To Messrs. Sells 
and Taylor; “nd, To Mr. Jackson; 3rd, To 
Mr. Boweu and myself; 1th, To the Coro¬ 
ner and jury; and 5th, After the request, in 
the letter which he addressed to Mr. Taylor; 
no two of which, I do assure you, Sir, in 
the least correspond. Thus far, 1 trust, I 
have adduced enough to satisfy you, and 
your enlightened readers, that Sir Andrew’s 
conduct suvours of something more than 
“ apparent inconsistency.” Also, that the 
assertion which he hns since made in your 
Journal, accusing others of having used 
" great efforts to implicate him personally,” 
is, like the rest of his statements., wholly 
without foundation. 

Already I fear, Sir, you will consider me 
as trespassing largely upon valuable pages, 
but as you have afforded space for the attack, 
you will, I hope, in justice, grant a similar 
favour far the defence. 

it was not until the morning of the 2i>lh. 
August, that Mr. Bowen was apprised of i 
what (as since proved) had beeu secretly' 
hutching for a month before. At this time 
Mr. Kent, an inhabitant of Hampton, at the 
request of the minister, called on him to say,, 
that his attendance was required at the re -; 
sidep.ee of Mr. Jack*on, where the parglij 
authorities were silting iu council. Mr J 
Bowen, notwithstanding this very brief j 
notice, haying had no prior intimation that 
such meeting was to take place until an 
hour after the witnesses had assembled, rea- j 
dily obeyed the. summons, when, on arriv¬ 
ing at the field of action, to his great sur- j 
prise he was informed, that his preseiic 1 had 
been requested to answer to the charge of 
improper treatment towards the late Trances j 
Clarke, who was represented to have died,! 
a month previously, in the pains of labour, j 
during Ids attendance, upon Iter. This charge j 
Mr. Bowen was likewise informed, was pre-1 
ferred against him by Mr. Sells, a surgeon 
at Kingston, who,.walkout giving him any i 
antecedent notification of his intentions | 
(although they had met each other frequent- i 
ly after the death’ of the deceased), had! 
applied to a magistrate to take cognizance' 
of the case. Mr. Cowe, of Sunbury (the | 
magistrate applied to), not deeming himself 
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in consequence of tku application that tu 
churchwardens met, sod convened ill those 

S tood* who were in attendance with Mr, 
owen on the deceased previously to her 
death; when, after a patient and minute 
examination of each, which lasted five 
hours, and when deposition* wero recorded 
which materially differ from those subse¬ 
quently taken at the inquest, they were in¬ 
duced (upon hearing a further statement of 
the case, given by Mr. Bowen) to appeal to 
three emiuent obstetric practitioner* of this 
metropolis for tlioir opinion*; and aa these 
gentlemen all agreed as to the propriety of 
tho treatment pursued, they (the church¬ 
wardens) immediately expressed their ap- 
J probation of Mr, Bowen’s conduct, iu a let- 
| ter which this gentleman received a few 
| days after. Thus, Sir, you will obeurre, that 
' the statement in your report, which informs 
us “ that fome inquiry was entered into 
by the parish officers, tut this only went to 
ascertain how far the surgeon at Tedding- 
ton was culpable in declining to attend,” is 
perfectly erroneous. The meeting was in¬ 
stituted for the purpose of investigating the 
foundation for Mr. Sells’s charge, and I 
believe with a view also of allowing this 
individual, and all others interested, the 
opportunity of substantiating the same ; hut, 
sirange to say, Mr. Sella never came for¬ 
ward,- and lest ignorance of the meeting 
might be alleged by Mr. Guy (retained, as 
nsserted, on behalf of Mr. Clarke) as the 
cause of his non-uitcudauce, it is but justice 
to soy, that during the sitting of the church¬ 
wardens, a letter, written by him, wus re¬ 
ceived by Mr. Jackson, containing instruc¬ 
tions, and such questions :n lie wished to 
be put to the witnesses, and which j are pul, 
Thi* obvious lisilt HMiesi on the part of Mr. 
Guy, 1 leave for him to explain; it must, 
however, unquestionably suffice to show, that 
he at least was well acquainted with what 
was going on, and if, ns be hns siuce vaunted, 
it Was “ever hij practice to trend lightly 
on the accused,” why did be not then geue- 
rously come forward, and allow Mr. Bowon 
the opportuuity of repelling aspersions, as 
unfounded in their nature aa they were ma¬ 
lignant and prejudicial in their teudencyl 
But no, Mr. Editor, this was an act of 
plain dealing hardly to be expected. 

For the satisfaction of your reader*, re¬ 
mote from the scene of this late disgraceful 
transaction, it may not bo amiss to state 
that Mr. Bowen, the gentleman accused of 
ignorance and inhumanity, hus, for nearly 
the last three years, filled tho situation of 
visiting assistant to Mr. Davies; during 
this period his conduct proved nlwBys so 
uniformly correct; the opportunities yrhich 
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he W of tfareMfig Mlprtfrtalo® «m«: 
entendre end multi dkrttnH, the satisfaction; 
hs afforded to those of Cftry dees committed 
to hi* car® had been id universal; nay, so 
beloved and well known was he throughout 
the neighbourhood, for mildness and assi¬ 
duity in hit profrsidoa, that upon Mr. Da* 
vies’s teUnquuhinjrbis practice at Hampton 
to become domestic surgeon to their most 
gracious Majesties, many of hi*patient®, ihe 
greater part of whom are individual* of the 
utmost respect ability, opulence, and rank, 

Solicited Mr. Bowen to become Mr. Da¬ 
vies’* successor. Arrangements for this 
purpose were accordingly made, and I beg it 
will be borne in recollection, that it wa* not 
until a few days before Mr. Davies'* final 
departure from Hampton to accompany the 

a to Brighton (fully oue month after the 
of the deceased), that this attack was 
made. Hence Mr. Bowen lots every legiti- 
mate right to infer, that those persons who 
propagated the report of his improper treat¬ 
ment of the deceased were influenced in 
doing so, by motives other thou purely phi¬ 
lanthropic and humane. Inasmuch a* be 
is prepared to prove that the very witness. 

Arm KlJam, who bore testimony against 
him. declared, very shortly after the demise; 
of Frances Clarke, to Mr. Keene, a gentle¬ 
man of property residing in the parish of 
Teddington, and one of its overseen, that 
Mr. Bowen's conduct to the deceased had j duigence. 
been most “ kind and attentive.’* Inas¬ 
much us .Mr. Clarke, the widower of the 
deceased, acknowledged to a gentleman, a 
resident of Hampton (whose name, If re¬ 
quired. I nra authorized to give), when 
asked hmr be intended 10 remunerate Mr. 

Guy, replied, “ 1 ran only do so with my „ 

gratitude, hut I hare some good friends; Hod ; and it is oar opinion that the medical 
who I hove every reason to hope will do so attendant did all that was possible to be 
for me.” Who these goad friends are, Mr.! done, to deliver the deceased under the cir- 


.!* discover tb# conflicting nsttW'rf/ 
such taotfwmr, mmH an the veiy 
motives whist ltd t®, *4 Maiwxm. 

One of the wtakesnee, Mary Ann EHSott, 
when examined by the parish authorities, 
on the morning of the f6th of August,stated, 

" that on her mentioning to Mr. Bowen 
tbit Mt»- Clarke wished to h»ve t urther 
assistance, be iasitted on some other me* 
dical gentleman being seat for, stating, at 
the same time, that there was no nip of 
sending for any one from Hampton, *• bo 
knew there was no one at borne. 

Ann Ellam deposed on oath to the coro¬ 
ner and jury, that when she asked the de¬ 
ceased, in the presence of Mr. Bowen, if 
she would not like to bare some other medi¬ 
cal man 1 “ Mr. Bowen said nothing to this.” 

On the contrary, Sarah Chiilman, the 
midwife, likewise on oath, contradicts the 
before-mentioned statement of Ann Ellam, 
and says thst when she asked the deceased 
if she would have Mr. Taylor who attended 
her before, and when deceased replied she 
would, thst she then told Air. Bowen; he 
said, “ If Mr. Taylor came, he would go out 
of the bouse.” 

Many more suoh-like discrepancies in the 
evidence I could wish freely to expose. 
But 1 fear, in doing so, I should only be 
obtruding upoa your valuable time and in¬ 
dulgence. bet it then suffice to say, that 
upon the “ mens conscis recti/' and upoa 
the decision given by thst tribunal before 
which Mr. Bowen has lately so unfeelingly 
been arraigned, but which decision I regret 
to *ay was never accurately published, ae 
will be seen from the following correct copy 
of the verdict—“ Died by the visitation of 


Bowen lips yet to find out, together with 
many other wcumstnnces upon which 
“ clouds, shades, and darkness, rest.” 
These slight abstracts will, however, I 
hope, suffice t« prove that although it ha* 
be-n maintained, that thn proceedings which 
took place were instituted at the sole desire 
of tin* husband, such could not have been 
the case; also, that throughout the whole 
business Mr. Bowen has had to contend 
with some secret raiscieant, who, like the 
owl which fears to prey by day, was com¬ 
pelled to seek for nightly cover for the exe¬ 
cution of his baae designs. 

1 tdinll now, Sir, go on and briefly offer a 
few additional remarks on the evidence taken 
before the parish officers at Hampton prior 
to the inquest, and that which was subse¬ 
quently obtained, and since recorded in your 
Journal of the 9ih inst. To this pnrt of my 
communication L beg leave more particu¬ 
larly to invite the attention of your readers, 


cumstances"—does he rest his claims for fu¬ 
ture public confidence andapprobstiou. This 
1 am certain will not be denied him, when 
every circumstance, is duly deliberated upon, 
find when it » more particularly recollected, 
that when called upi*n to render bis assist¬ 
ance (after another bad positively refused), 
he did so with alacrity and good feeling, 
that his attention during the progress of 
the lubour was prompt and unremitting, 
that he h>ft her but for a short period, and 
thst then he was obliged to do eo (haring to 
visit elsewhere), the whole of Mr. Davies's 
extensive practice being, at the time, in¬ 
trusted to his enre. 

Let those, therefore, diipiteed,Mr. Editor, 
to censure Mr. Bowen hastily , remember 
“ lie that is without sin, let him cast the 
first stone.” Inm, Sir, youra faithfully, 

J. H. Morbov, 

lU.it.l'.S. of Lomtou, 

23, Cockspur Street, Oct. 20,1830. 



SIR A. HALLIDAY.—LETTER FROM MR. TAYLOR. 


>;■jft0MTIOM« TO MR A. HALLIDAY. 

2b the Editor of The Lancet. 
Sift,—If Sir Andrew Halliday will give 
plain answers of yes or no to the following 
questions, and not twist bis evidence, as 
Mr, Bowen appears to have twisted off one 
or both of the arms of the infant, the public 
will be able to understand what he means, 
and it will in some measure tend to remove 
the doubts that the unsatisfactory testimony 
given by him on the inquest could not fail 
to produce; it will, besides, save him the 
trouble of further explanations, or appeals, 
to the public for the purpose of correcting 
his errors. It is besides but an act of jus¬ 
tice to Mr. Bowen that this fact should he 
clearly ascertained, whether he gave the 
information to Sir A.Halliduy, which Sir A. 
afterwards communicated to Mr. Sells, Mr. 
Taylor, and others 

Whether Mr. Sells ever, and when, told 
him “ that he had been informed, by a Mr. 
Russell (or any other person or persons), 
that Mr. Bowen had taken, or lorn, off the 
arms of the infant of the late Fras. Clarke, 
and had not delivered the mother 1 ” 

Whether he communicated this informa¬ 
tion to Mr. Bowen, and when ? 

Whether Mr. Bowen on that, or some 
other, and what occasion, did not inform 
him, “ that the report wna untrue,” and 
that he had not taken, or torn, off the arms 
of the infant, and bad delivered the mother ? 

Whether lie. Sir A. Halliday, did not 
afterwards, and when, inform Mr. Sells, 
44 that he bad seen Mr. Bowen, who had 
assured him that lie had not twisted, or torn, 
off the arms of ihe infant, but had opened 
the head and delivered the mother, and that 
she died from exhaustion V* 

Whether he did not make the 6&me state¬ 
ment to Mr. Taylor, and request him to 
contradict the report of Mr. Bowen’s hav. 
ing done so; and whether lie has not ac¬ 
knowledged and admitted, in some tetter or 
letters written by him to Mr. Sells and Mr. 
Taylor, or one or both, and which of them, 
“ that Mr. Bowen had informed him, that 
he had not taken off the arms of the infant 
and had delivered the mother V* 

Whether he did not, at his own house, in 
Sept, last, inform Mr. Guy 44 that Mr. 
Bowen had told him that he had not takeu, 
or torn off, the infant’s arms, and bad de¬ 
livered the W'oraan, and that she died from 
exhaustion 1 ” 

Whether, on the inspection of the bodies 
of the iufant anti the mother, it did not 
appear that the arms of the child had been 
tom off frflm the-body, and that the mother 
had not been delivered 1 

Your most obedient servant, 

As Inhabit ant or Hampton. 

Oct. 20th. 


LETTER IROM MS. GEO ROE TATLOR 01 
KINGSTON. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet* 

Sir,— It is with great reluctance that I 
feel myself imperatively called upon to ad¬ 
dress you for the purpose of repelling several 
unfounded accusations that have been, and 
still are, circulated against me, in the dan¬ 
gerous form of insinuation and report, con¬ 
nected with a receut investigation at Hamp¬ 
ton. 1 should have treated such falsehoods 
with contempt, and would have confidently 
depended upon public opiuion, and upon my 
established integrity and conduct through 
life, if a plausible colouring had not been 
given to one of the charges deeply involving 
my character. 

The following are the reports to which I 
allude. 

1st.—That I refused to give my profes¬ 
sional assistance in the case of the deceased, 
though sent for by Mr. Bowen. 

2nd.—That 1 invented and propagated a 
falsehood, and screened myself by attributing 
it to Sir Andrew Halliday. 

3rd.—That 1 encouraged, and have been 
one of a secret committee or party for the 
purpose of getting up, a malicious inquiry 
calculated to injure n professional man in 
public opinion. 

4th.—That I employed, and am to pay, 
the solicitor who brought the inquiry before 
the inquest. 

These appear to me to be grave charges ; 
and if the following refutations be not con¬ 
sidered clear nud conclusive, 1 invite the 
closest scrutiny iuto my conduct upon this 
or upon any other occasion. 

To the first charge 1 reply, that the mes¬ 
senger udmitted that he came to me with¬ 
out tire consent of Mr. Bowen ; and that 
when my answer, that I would willingly 
attend if invited by Mr. Bowen, was receiv¬ 
ed, it is in evidence that he replied, ** If Mr. 
Taylor came he would go outof the house.” 

To the second charge ; Sir Andrew Holli¬ 
day swore upon the iuquest that Mr. Bowen 
never told him 44 that he had not taken off 
the child’s arms and that he had delivered 
the deceased,” 1 do most positively assert 
ill at Sir Andrew Halliday told me (and he 
has by his letter since the inquest admitted 
the fact) that this conversation, now denied, 
did actually take place between him and Mr. 
Bowen ; nud Sir Andrew Ilulliday, at the 
same lime, authorised me fas 1 believe with 
a kind motive) to give a flat denial to the 
report of the midwife, 14 that the child’s 
arms were cutoff, and that the woman had 
died undelivered.” 

To the third charge ; I deny most aolemnly 
that I have been one of any secret party or 
committee, for aucU or any other unworthy 
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purpww; bat I freely admit .that I always 
entertained an unfavourable opinion of the 
case, and 1 suppose that no one, who under¬ 
stands any-thing of the subject, who heard 
the evidence and witnessed the examination 
of the bodies, will aaaert that I was not 
amply justified in that opinion, although I 
willingly abstained from expressing it at the 
inquest. 

To the fourth charge; I declare upon my 
honour, that I neither employed, nor am I 
to pay any-thing directly or indirectly to, 
the solicitor who conducted the inquiry, and 
who, 1 have since ascertained, had a written 
authority 7 from the husbaud of the deceased 
to inquire into the causes that led to the 
death of liis wife and child. 

Yours, most obediently, 

Gkokgk Taylor. 

Kingston, October 9th, 1830. 
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REMOVAL OF THE HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—In this day's Number you have not 
published the documents relative to the 
Westminster Hospital promised in your 
Number of the 9nh ultimo, but you have 
clone what, differing from you toto cudo as 
to the merits of the case, I consider much 
worse, you have thrown your sword into the 
wrong scale, given the weight of your advo¬ 
cacy to the party which is, in my opinion, 
unquestionably the weaker in argument, as 
it is in numbers. Allow me a few lines in 
reply. Is it true that what is now populmly 
culled the Westminster Hospital was “es¬ 
tablished for the benefit of the poor in its 
immediate vicinity 1" The history of the 
charity published not long since in your 
own pages (July 1?, 1830) answers No! Is 
the object of the “removal party, the con¬ 
version of the hospital into a medical school 
for the benefit ol (more lucrative to) the 
medical officers?” No! such is not their 
intention. The removal will, 1 sincerely 
hope, greatly benefit the officers, lor that 
benefit is contingent upon, uml consequent 
to, the increase of prosperity that the dimity 
must, from the greater prominence! and con¬ 
venience of its new site, quickly experience. 
The general interests of the chantv nnd the 
private interests of the medical officers are 
concurrent and connected, but by no means, 
or rather by no necessity of things, antago¬ 
nist interests. The greater the publicity 
and extent of accommodation of the charity,, 
the greater its claims on the public, and the 
more numerous it* contributors of all kinds ; 
the greater also, of course, the advantages 
of the medical officers in reputation, iu hos¬ 


pital fees, and in every other species ofemo- 
lument derivable from their appoiatepnta. 
The permanent and real interests of the 
charity and its officers recede or advaace 
together ; they bear by no mesas tn inverse 
ratio to each other, as you seem to think* 
hut obviously, I maintain, a direct ratio. 
1s the site of the present hospital not an ob¬ 
scure one? Compare it with neighbouring 
subscription hospitals, St, George's, the 
Middlesex, where is the avenue to it like 
Piccadilly, or Mortimer, Goodge, or Ber¬ 
ners Street*? possibly, for you speak con¬ 
fidently, you have an account of the number 
of fashionable or respectoble equipages or pe¬ 
destrians that pass within eight of it daily ; 
if you have, does the amount equal the oue- 
trntli of what passes by either of the other 
hospitals proposed for comparison ? But its 
present site is likely to be hereafter much 
more conspicuous you will say, possibly, 
but when ? Its present site is wholesome, 
more so, you declare, than that to which it 
is proposed to remove it. How has that 
been ascertained? Complaints have not 
reached you that “ erysipelas, hospital gan¬ 
grene, &c.,are common in the wards.” “The 
hospital is at the corner of the Park, &C.” 
Now-1 have been some time a trustee, and 
have officiated as house-visitor, and am well 
acquaiuted with the hospital, and I affirm 
that such complaints have been rnide, aud 
frequently made, though probably not to 
the “ public, ” by which, from your reason¬ 
ing, 1 iinagiue,you must mean by something 
equivalent to an advertisement iu the 
“ Times ” or in your own powerful Journal 
—the “ Times,” as I may say. of the medical 
world. Furthermore, "are you not fully 
aware that ague and other malarious dis¬ 
eases, are not unfrequeutly generated in 
the vicinity of the present hospital, and 
more frequently there than north of Charing 
Cross? You object to the rent of TOOL or 
800/., demanded by Government; are you 
aware that the medical officers propose to 
bind themselves down to pay 400/. per 
annum of that sum ? You know' that it is of 
course iu the power of the trustees to accept 
that offer, and to bind down their successors 
for ever to that, or even to u larger amount. 
Hut the trustees will uot do so; it may be, 
it has been said, they are too blind or too 
indifferent no doubt to the interests of the 
charity to avail themselves of their power 
of prescribing to candidates the conditions 
of election; nay, perhaps they will even 
moke the present incumbents a present of 
the 400/.. some fine morning of the years 
lU30-l-i/-3, or some approaching year; will 
you maintain that ? The increase qf wealth 
and internal accommodation that would fol¬ 
low on the removal is an argument, valid, 
you declare, aguiust the, change of site. It 
is a reason why the benevolent should pa- 
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imm fa SfaftaMt Mother faatftotfen, t 
dfapMsoryfa VfUfar* Street, Strttd, known 
by of the gentlemen of the 

« ^ the tide of tbs Charing 


To the aowliaant Charing 
I bear no ttl-wiU* It is t 
llrittfaf bwtliBg, if we eu judge by its 
p&ftir of lungs. Its bunger-erj is beard fa 
every quarter within doors and without, fa 
the drawing-room sod in the sick-tb&mber j 
its fosterers sre many sad indefatigable; tt 
the baiasr we see beauty* turn jeweas for it * 
in the temple eloquence begs for it, piety 
prays for it, and wealth and avarice an 
shamed into contributing towards ita sus¬ 
tenance and advancement. There is no 
escape or ft mistake," its wants you must 
hear of Whether disposed to contribute or not 
to their satisfaction. Hut to apeak seriouslr; 
in faronr of the Charing Cross Hospital 
much might be said, but the claims or tin 
Westminster Hospital sre of a higher order. 
The Westminster Hospital has long eitab-i 


Up. Sir, very twpnctfdtfo it Wend tttd «hh« 
■enbef to tab lavctr, 

C.M.1U 

Tuaidty,Oclobhrl9,1830. 


juMorat of fits soami i» 

To the Editor of Tai Lsucrr. 

Sir,‘-Y ou have said a great deal against 
the removal of the Westminster Hospital; 
perhaps you will have no objection to hear 
an advocate of the other aide of the question. 

The institution has been reraoted three 
times since its establishment: from the 
Birdcage Walk to Petty France, thence to 
Chapel Street, and from Chapel Street to 
James Street. On this last occasion sn ad¬ 


vertisement appeared for a “ liouae or pre- 
■.' raises in any part of the city or liberties of 

. —.„-• i Westminster. Two suitable buildings 

jished rank amongst English charities, auil were offered, the present hospital in Jauvs 
has fortune to enable it at least to maintain ' Street, and the bouse of Lord Lanesbmough 
its already ancient distinction. \V by should I at Hyde Park Corner. Dissensions, similar 
the (haring Cross Hospital be preferred be- j to those which now exist, occurred: part 
™ re *be Westmintter Hospital by the cha-1 of the governors thouglit it would he nd- 
ntable?^ Is there not, at all events, room {visable to remain in the same neighbour 


enough for both ? Do the hospitals of Lon¬ 
don offer accommodation sufficient for one 
half of the sick that require assistance ? Has 
the public ever suffered from competition V 
But you seem to prefer for medical end sur¬ 
gical instruction, small hospitals to large 
ones ; how is that? Must not large hospitals 
furnish a greater number of interesting and 
instructive cases, and more abundant mate¬ 
rials for necrotomic study, nnd for clinical 
teaching! Certainly. But large is a rela¬ 
tive expression. Now a number of students 
so large os not to nurnit of sufficient investi¬ 
gation by each individually, without injuri¬ 
ous and intolerable disturbance of the sick, 
in the present hospital where the patients,’ 
thouijh few, are reiy much too many, would, 
id a modern hospital twice or thrice as large, 
cause no inconvenience whatever, either to j 
the sick or to themselves. Each pupil ofi 
an exteuaive hospital cannot daily examine 
*very interesting case. But he may rare- 
fully study (as is very usual for example j n 
Loin burgh, Paris, &c.) everv second, third 
or fourth-case; that is. in a large hospital 
every student may studiously observe the 
progress of half » down or half a score im¬ 
portant case?. \\ hat more can you reason- 
ably require! hull must conclude. I do not 
know whether 1 have noticed even nr"u- 
mentyou advance, but 1 cannot further en¬ 
croach on your pages at present; perhaps 
you will allow md to address you again for l 
have not exhausted the subject. 0 j corifi- 
dently expect from your can dournml respect 
for justice the insertion of this fatter, and 


hood, while others were persuaded that by 
removing to a site more iu the public eye, 
its welfare would be much promoted. The 
wisdom of the latter, Who divided and re¬ 
moved to Lord Lnnesbormigh's house (now 
St. George's Hospital), was soon manifest, 
for the branch, if it may be to called, very 
soon surpassed its parent in wealth and 
utility, 

We contend that the increased sixe of St, 
George's lias quite superseded the necessity 
of a second large hospital in the same neigh¬ 
bourhood. for if you look at the map vou 
will find that St, (ji-orge's is surrounded' by 
the habitations of the wealthy, and that the 
nearest locality inhabited by poor, is Pimlico 
and Tothiil Fields. The Westminster Hr*, 
pital has been supplied by tha refuse of Sr, 
George’s; the pour, when they could choose, 
nstur,dly preferring the lurgeraud more im- 
posing institution: ifthit wns the case when 
St. George’s had only 200 beda, what will 
be the case now with d-oO ! 

It is in human nature to encourage a 
charity which is conspicuous and flourishing, 
in preference to that which ia obscure and 
little known; the latter baa been the case 
with the Westminster Hospital, and it is 
contended that if left in its present deserted 
situation, cut off as it now ia from the 
wealthy classes of society by the new car* 
rtage-road through the Park, it will gradual¬ 
ly lose those supporters who live out of old 
Westminster, who will naturally transfer 
their subscriptions to hospitals, of the exig¬ 
ence whereof they are daily remnded* ’1 hat 
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»V Mttflflitw atone cannot support th« iod- 
ution swan oniti preset! *oa» the Wiowieg 
acta will show 

Govern*/ thing in Wnim int t er and 
Pimlico, including Parliament Street end 
aUiotktM»h~ 1 

18 Life governoft baW*0trtriButed81QL 
11 Honorary governors. 

83 Annual governors contribute t6W. 
Gwermrt living to the east and north # 
St.Jamei’tPttrk. I 

83 Ufa governor* hare contributed 54301. 
61 Honorary governors, 

141 Ann ual governors contribute 567j. 

Of the building fund of 38,0001., 400/. is the 


whole amount contributed by inhabitant* of 
old Weatminiter and Pimlico, After tUis; 


becoBteUed it *Slbe*e«ho# vm**«# is 
f. Mpcge ewl efftdeat boapittl is 
district. By aitaMisktng these* 

I minatar Hospital in thin situation, tba wfci •r 
I tire dfrtncee of the gmt hospitals vrittbf 
more equal r the MHftkertJteing one mite 
from Charing Gw*. St* Gwrge'a one mite 
add a quarter. St. Battholottew'a one mite 
. end a h|lf, while theprwsnt West® iarteri* 
r tittle mow than balfctmile frees St. George’* 
That St. George's Hospital and the Weil* 
minster are too near together U prove* ter 
this feet, that the anbieriptien to the latter 
gradually declined u the former hcTCifed* 
St. George's was founded in 1734, in lt55 
‘ the annual subscriptions to the Westminster 
i amounted to 13554., * the average number 
statement of facta, can it be fair that the j of in-patients 180, one year (1774) there 
parishes of St. Margaret’s and St. John’s were in tjie house 129: from about this 
should claim as the right of their district, | period the subscriptions declined, to that 
an institution to which they contribute so; from 1780 to 18*0 the number of in* patients 
little, and which was clearly ioteuded by its! never exceeded 80, nnd these were main- 
founders for the benefit of the city and liber- j tinned with difficulty; the present number 
tia of Westminster 1 is 100, the annual subscription 9bQl. 

It is a iota! mistake to suppose that a| la the remote and obscure part of the 
subscription hospital thould be placed in a'town where the Westminster Hospital is now 
very needy neighbourhood. Not a poor j placed, it ia out of the reach of the more in- 
residence is to be found within sight of St. j fiuentfal portion of its subscribers, its affiiirs 
George’s: few at a less distance than a (have been consequently neglected, and its 
quarter of a mile, and no great number nearer i welfare has been.aud will continue to be, if 
than Petty France and Tothill Fields. Yet! it remain in Petty France, sacrificed to local 
St. George’s has always been belter sap. j interests. 1 think I have shown that it was 
ported, and. what ia of equnl importance,:never intended ss a local infirmary for St. 
better managed than the Westminster, j Margaret’s parish, but as a general hospital 
Charities permanently endowed, as St. Bar- j for the sick and needy, more especially those 
lliolomcw's for instance, may be placed ini of the city and liber tie* of Westminster, 
any situation, but those which depend on! I fear i have already made my letter too 
casual subscribers, to be flourishing, must! long, I shall therefore endeavour to embody 
be in sight. j some of the arguments for removal under the 

After much discussion and mature delibe-; following heads 
ruiion ni two general special boards held in j 1. Because the present is obscure, little 
June, 1828, the Duke of Northumberland ■ known, and in a port of the town where 
iuthediair, an overwhelming majority came‘adequate support is not to be found for* 
to the resolution, “That it was advisable j subscription hospital, 
to remove from the present sito," and a; V. Because the necessity of a large hospi- 
negoiialion was accordingly authorised to : tel in the present neighbourhood is super- 
treat with the Commissioners of Woods and' seded bv the increased size of St. George’s. 
Forests for ground among the contemplated j 3. Because an opportunity now occurs of 
improvements near St. Martin’s Church.: placing it more ia the centre of the city and 
Tbia negotiation liasbut lately been brought i liberties of Westminster, nearer to nine- 
to a conclusion, and the object of the speciul j tenths of its governors, in a high roiul where 
board held on the 7th inst. was to receive' the public will be constantly reminded of it* 
the treasurer’s report concerning it, when i existence, and where its benefits will be 
aorae gentlemen (23), by a ruse de gueire, j extended fourfold, 
attempted to puss a resolution refusing to t It is objected that at Charing Cross there 
receive the treasurer'* report, after that'already exist* an hospital. Some burrsiue 
gentiemnn has been negotiating during two individuals have, it is true, seen the neces- 
years for an object which bad been sanction-! sitr of such an institution in the neighbour- 
ed at ;Unt time by a msjority of 70 or 80 of; hood of the Strand, and so (pnarent is the 
the governor*. I want that their efforts have bWn wondt-r- 

The improvements in the neighbourhood j iully successful, but a period not to be con- 
of Charing Cross sfford an opportunity of; lemplmed must elupeo before* thi» bun be- 

ohtainiug a site far utwor the centre of "the i —--;--—-- 

city *ud libertiri of Weslminiter than thu' CoiwJnmg the vului- of money at this time, 
S*“ U J -n- ‘ j n , i ! * M ' A «>• to a sum ol uevlj 3WJ0I. iu the 

prevent building, ond it the map of Loudon , prwaiu ,i*j. 
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com® an efficient hospital, and thro only by 
attracting the supporters of older institu¬ 
tions. There is some expectation that in 
the event of the removal of the Westmiuster 
Hospital,the governors of the diming Cross 
will unite their means and energy iu the 
support of onfe complete establishment. 
Another objection to the removal consists 
in the ground-rent to be paid ior the new 
site, but arrangements will be made by which 
this will he paid, and a guarantee will he 
given to the trustees that not one shilling 
of the present funds Bball ever be applied to 
til is purpose. 

Motives have been imputed to the friends 
of the removal, which are as false as they 
are unmerited, for they feel conscious that 
they ore guided by such us have the real 
welfare of the industrious classes nf the 
labouring community at heart; and they 
trust that the governors will not he biassed 
by the f.puiMri* of a party having a local 
interest in the present site of the West¬ 
minster Hospital, but aid and support a 
scheme which will more completely fulfil 
the objects of the original founders, iu the 
establishment of a truly “ public infirmary 
for the sick and wounded from all parts." 

1 remain, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

LionelJ. Beale. 

Bedford Street, October ID, 1830. 


LIST OF THE GOVERNOR-ADVOCATES FOR 
THE REMOVAL TO CHARING CROSS. 

[From a Correspondent.] 

Tne following list contains the names of 
the more active advocates for the removal; 
others, though less concerned in the mea¬ 
sure, are disposed to give it their assent. 
It demonstrates the large proportion of pro¬ 
fessional gentlemen concerned, and the very 
few governors who by residing in the neigh- 
bourliood, and possessing experience of the 
wants of its poor, cau be aware of the de¬ 
privation which the loss of the hosnilul will 
occasion. 

Those governors who reside near, and 
who have, no other object to serve than the 
good of the poor, are almost to a man op¬ 
posed to the removal, and feel most strongly 
the necessity of retaining the hospital in its 
Jiresent situation. 

'^‘hese opponents are daily becoming more 
numerous as the measure which ha> so long 
been kept secret becomes better known; 
their sense of duty to the poor nf their 
neighbourhood; and avowed resolution to 
fulfil il, justify the belief that this measure 
can only bn effected by its advocates pre¬ 
vailing upon non-resident governors (im¬ 
perfect judges of tbe merits of the question) 
to attend and rote in its behalf, 


Medical Officers of the Hospital* 

Sir A. Carlisle, Langbam Place. 

Sir G. Tuthiil, Cavendish Squaw. 

G. J. Guthrie, Kaq., Berkeley Street 
Dr. Bright, Manchester Square. 

Dr. G. Hamilton Hoe, Hanover Square. 

A. White, Esq., Parliament Street, West¬ 
minster. 

J. Harding, Esq., Margaret Street. 

Expectant*, 

Dr. Clendinning, Wimpole Street. 

F. H. Thompson, Esq., New Cavendish 
Street. 

J. R. Elmore, Esq., New Cavendish Place. 
C. 13. Bolton, Esq., King Street, St. James’s. 
L. Ileale,* Esq., Bedford Street, Covent 
Garden. 

Recent Pupili. 

W. J. Casey, Esq., Great Coram Street. 

W. Gilbert, Esq., C’lapbam Common. 

W. Jones,.Esq., Strand. 

J. K. Dingle, Esq., Brewhouse Y'ard, Pim¬ 
lico. 

H. C. Attenburrow, Esq., \ Addresses ua* 
R. Maitland, Esq., J known. 

J. Wade, Esq., Peuitentiary. 

J. Seatou, Esq., Bridge Street, WestmiR. 
ster. 

T. Jones,f Esq., Strand. 

T. Alcockj Esq., Burlington Street. 

lion. P. P. Bouverie, acting treasurer, Hay- 
market. 

Colonel Hamilton,J uncle of Dr. G. II, Roe, 
James Street, Westminster. 

O. Hamilton,$ Esq., cousin of ditto, James 
Street, Westmiuster. 

W. Ayrton, Esq., James Street, West¬ 
minster. 

P. Cobbett, Jun., Esq., Covent Garden. 

Mr. Cope, Strand. 

J. B. Wilson, Esq,, Ciaphom Common. 


MEDICAL OFFICERS IX TI1K HRITMH NAVAL 
SERVICE, OCT out ft 1830. 

Physicians. J2 

Suigi-otis retired oil full-pay. f>3 

Surgeons ready lor active service. Vi’j 

Assistant-Surgeons ditto.3,»? 

Dispensers of hospitals. 12 

Hospital mates .. 3 

Total 1163 


* Author of k circular signed “ Spectator," and 
orcaMonal imintunt to Mr, A. While. 

+ Relative* of past anil present itudmta. 
t (Joclnof Dr.ti. (I. Roe. 

I Cousin of Dr, (*, U. ftuc. 









NEW SOCIETY.—NON-MEDICAL CORONER. 




coDtrquent on the urgent w»M at * nkiiitl 
change in mediool politic*. Why does tfpt 
the Society immediately endeavour to -ftp* 
compliab it by a reasonable and spirited 
scheme of reform 1 why does it not calf a 
convention of the geoeral practitioneH 
throughout Euglaud, and organise a plan for 
effecting thi* purpose! Unless the Society 
do this, I affirm that it is not worthy the 
confidence, nor deserving the support, of the 
general practitioners ; and ita present mam* 
bers will be little belter than coffee-drink¬ 
ers at a club-room, instead of medical re¬ 
formers seeking to extricate themselves from 
a despicable tyranny and a humiliating de¬ 
pendence. 

Yours obediently, 

CltlTO. 


, A NON-MEDICAL CORONERS BLUNDERS AT 
PORTSEA. 

To the Editor of Tub Lancet. 
Sir,—-P hilander’* cap seems to have so 
well fitted the head of your correspondent 


HINTS TO THE METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION 

OP GENERAL PRACTITIONERS. 

To the Editor o/Tim Lancet. 

Sir,— As this Society is a nucleus, around 
■which it may become desirable to form many 
concentric circles, I presume the members 
will not take amiss any observations which 
may suggest themselves to one not of their 
body. As the permanence of the Society 
will depend gmatly upon the excellence of] 
its laws, and the number and independence 
of its members, it may be worth while to in¬ 
quire how far the present law* »re likely to 
conduce to the attainment of the objects 
desired. 

I take the liberty of thinking that the ad¬ 
mission fee and the annual subscription ex¬ 
ceed to an unjuaniiable amount the benefit 
which the Society has at present in its 
power to besiow. Another objection to the 
amount is, that as the consumption of a 
commodity is always in proportion to its 
cheapness, so the serious charge for ad¬ 
mission is a great obstacle to the rapid and 
extensive increase of the members of the 
association : a sum is demanded for the ao- j Veritas, that in default of disproof or de- 
nual subscription, such as would ensure a i fence, in the irritatiou of his spirit, he 
comfortable support for the widow and , roundly affirms, despite all rules of courtesy, 
orphans of a medical man, from that most I that the information I had the honour to ira- 
cxcellent society for the Relief of Widows j part to you was not ** the truth.” Mr. Editor, 
and Orphans of Medical Men.” An inevita- us you were lately a candidate for the coro- 
ble deduction from these propositions is, jnersbip of Middlesex, l conceive you are 
that a great accession of numerics! strength very competent to judge between us, from 
would ensue, were the Society to charge the evidence adduced on either side, 
less far the purchase of an abstract idea, J “ Sub judice lia est.” it is a digressive 
which is real!y oil they at present offer in ’ remark, 1 own, " Dumi;i* Index,” but I can- 
return for one guinea admission line, and j not but think them evil times when dubbed 
two guineas annually. • M.D.’s will spend their days in lucubrations 

It can scarcely lie approved by thinking [about animal magnetism, instead of study- 
men, that besides demanding security from j ing the luws of animal life, and stray into 
the secretary and collector, they forbear to the shadowy paths of necromancy, when it 
do so from that much more responsible offi- j would be more consonant to their calling to 
cer the treasurer. Mor do I believe, that the ; he at work at necrotomy, 
appointment of a solicitor can be approved ;! it cannot have escaped your penetration, 
a* well might they have secretaries for the; Sir, that vour veracious replicant at know- 
home uml foreign departments; the ap-jledges (however inconsistent it may seem 
pointment necessarily includes the payment! with his heavy charge of untruth against 
of a salary, and in this cose a salary in -' Philander), that “ a discovery” was made 
eludes a sinecure ; for among attorneys j that poor Winney was murdered, and did 
there are no sur.b thiuga known us gratuitous, not commit suicide, us was previously sworn 
services and honorary offices ; they always toby the M.D.s, or meditators upon death, 
insist on a consideration. As the Society ,as it has been lately opined these honorary 
has no occasion for a solicitor, and rs the! suffixes might import. Veritas most truly 


gentleman who is expected to (ill this tin- 
yorlunt office is whispered to bo nearly re¬ 
lated to one of the committee, the affuir 
Strongly snvouis of jobhini 


allows (and so did Philander), that s second 
inquest was directed by the Mnyor^ and . 
" well and truly” observes, that 14 then 
and there,” viz., at the aeeand inquest, after 


The state of the medical profession is {suicide hud been previously recorded, the 
deplorable,* and much of the* distress is ] head was found fractured, which was imul- 

-—---j Torlemlv overlooked before,, and .more ex- 

t am told by a Rci.tleitwn whose opportunities’! tensive injury in the throat appeared than 


of knowing thf fact. and wluwe veracity «* iiniiu- 
pearhalilc, that a few month* a-o UU" medical men 
were receiving parochial relief in J.onduu. 


had been " at first ” suspected. Veritas and 
Philander herein coincide, which will 
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doubtless wtonUh yea, learned Sir; but 
will oot Veritas, who ia nothing but tbe 
truth, agree also a* to the truth of Philan¬ 
der’* ter; reasonable conclusion from the 
pramifa? fix., tbut such post hoc discove¬ 
ries tx tbe scandalum mognatum on any 
person, of whstqmr degree, who, in an ex-j 
tmraatioii of a person who bad suffered a 
Violent death, should not, in the most cur- 
lory manner, have examined even the exter¬ 
nal part of the head, whereby an extensive 
fracture was overlooked, or only taken a | 
peep, and not a survey, of tbe wound in the 
throat, which might happen to be tbe only 
injury besides. Pvoh pudor! But “murder 
will out, and speak with tongue of most 
miraculous organ,” mougre the incompetent 
medical knowledge of coroners, or medical 
men to boot. Veritas must not, however, 
be put off his scent for truth, though that 
faculty should play him false in cases of 
murder. 

“ Truth shall of lies detect the suctor. 

And confound the most learned doctor." 

Veritas pledges himself that tbe verte¬ 
bra of tbe neck were not partially severed, 
as Philander states. 1 Lave it again, aud 1 
bad it before from authority, that Veritas 
dare not dispute that the intervertebral 
cartilage was cut into, and eveu tbe verte¬ 
bral artery divided \ and moreover an eye¬ 
witness assures me, that the head nearly 
fell off when not supported. What shall 
we say then 1 What can we say, Sir, but 
that Veritas may he very good Latin for 
truth, but is not truth itself. Veritas 
charges Philander with untruth in statiug, 
that life must have been nearly extinguished 
by the blow on the head before the throat 
was cut, on account of the relatively small 
effusion of blood, As a mere matter of 
fi>cl, I refer Veritas to the same authorities 
for their concurrence- in the original state- 
meut,—and shall 1 say that Veritas li.ts 
more dexterously evaded the point? then 
we will permit him to escape conviction of 
evading it,—which indicated that a man's 
band would not be without soil of blood, 
who bad severed his own neck. With re¬ 
gard to the point of physiology above alluded 
t.j, I only advise him to visit alternately 
the slaughter of oxen alter the f&Bbiou of 
Jews and Christians respectively, and he 
will find in Bniirinls that ore pithed before 
the throat is divided, the effusion of blood 
will be much less considerable than in the 
other* mode. 

It must have struck you as an instance of 
Veritas’s regard for truth, that he acknow¬ 
ledges that v, ‘ jswg'eon, coroner, and jury, 
were misled at the first inquest,” aud i. am 
gratified (hat hf has placed them in a proper 
order of sequence as it regards their chusu- 
five influence. The corouer seems to have 
been misled by the surgeon j and as tbe jury 


were tpialed by the coroner, me amt 
conclude by tbe logic of common sense, 
that both coroner end juror were misled by 
tbe surgeon, showing, what alone Philander 
designed to abow, that a competent medical 
coroner would have corrected the testifying 
surgeon, and instructed and not misled tbe 
jury. Nowr, Mr. Editor, if your agreeable 
friend Veritas should not be satisfied, I 
have made certain excerpts from tbo first 
and second depositions, aud shall, if need 
be, exhibit them in befitting contrast $ sod 
having filled up my sheet, X shall not on 
tbia occasion furnish you with any opinions 
of mine, whether a hard blow with a soft 
instrument, or u soft blow with a hard one, 
may have occasioned the fracture j but of 
this more auou. Meantime 

I am respectfully yours, 

Philander. 


j CASES OF GONORRHOEA 

TREATED BY THE TJNCTITBA 1.YTT.T, END 
Bl-CARDONAS SODA. 

By It. D. Forsteii, M.R.C.S, 

I have been led to treat several cases of 
gonorrhoea by the tinclura lytttc, which was 
pleasingly successful, except in three in¬ 
stances, and iu. these it is evident, from the 
first esse here detailed, that the cause of 
failure arose from the bicarbonate of soda 
having been united with the tiucturu lyttas 
in the prescriptions. The same case also 
suggested the idea that tbe carbonute of 
sotla might be employed to relieve the pain¬ 
ful, aud, occasionally, dangerous symptoms 
produced by the cumharidea ; of this both 
cases are confirmative, the second also illus¬ 
trating the striking effect frequently ob¬ 
served in the practice here advocated. 

| Case t.—Mr. J. B., a gentleman of ro¬ 
bust frame, consulted me on the 24lh Fe¬ 
bruary, in consequence of having gonor¬ 
rhoea ; it was the second time he had been 
| similarly affected, and the symptoms being 
very mild, I should have advised the imme¬ 
diate use of the tinc\ lyttie, but his digestive 
functions were so much disordered, as uot 
to allow the use of that remedy until the 
1st of March ; at this time his appetite was 
much improved, and auxiety (the cause of the 
latter affection) relieved ; still from tbe 
stomach uot having regained its tone, them 
was a continual formation of u small quan¬ 
tity of acid, to correct which, the soda in¬ 
troduced iu foliowiug prescription was in¬ 
tended ; 

Jb Soda; carbonntis, 5iss; 

Aqua einnummi, 3»*i» 

7 ’iuchtra lylta\ f. 5ms; 

hi/ttsi tfmliiuue comp.- f. Jiij. M. 

ft. mist, cap. dun. partem Gu*bors» 
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ettttk&kg the patient to disoontipue its use 
the moment pain k tbe loki, or other sypp* 
tome of •trangutry, w«« produced, 

Tltie dose of the lyttaj, still continuing 
the soda, was gradually raised, until, on the 
25th March, it was 3 »as in each mature ; 
when 3 i to each dose was exhibited, omit, 
ting the sods, and the second occasioned 
alarming effects, excruciating pain, &c., 
which were almost immediately relieved by 
tinct. opii, tt| xx; sp. camph,, m v ; sod® 
carbonatis 5 } iu linseed lea; the discharge 
shortly after entirely disappeared. 

Csss 2.—Mrs. C. W., friend of J. B„ 
bed gonorrhoea at the same time, and the 
symptoms being acute, two days were de¬ 
voted to the antiphlogistic treatment gene, 
rally necessary in the first affection ; the 
following draughts were then advieed 

]JL- Tincture hfttee, It] xxv; 

Tinct. annum, c. jj; 

Aqua menihec yip.] 5 j. M. ft. baus- 
tus; capiat uusm ter in die. 

The last (3rd) produced severe pain, but 
3 j of the carbonate of soda in cinnamon 
water gave relief; and the discharge, which 
was considerable, entirely disappeared the 
next day. 

Many similar cases have occurred; but 
siuce these two, a mixture of the following 
hind is invariably given to the patient, to be 
taken soon after the pain in the loins, &c. 
come on, and which always effects the ob¬ 
ject of its administration 
Sothi carh., 5 ij ; 

Tinct. opii, fii xxx ; 

Aqua annum. =vj. M. ft. mist. 

Direction—Quarter part to he taken 
every hour until the pain, &c. are 
relieved. 

Obserratiims .—When we consider the 
total absence of di agreeable odour in the 
I vita, » having little taste uud no injurious 
effect on the stomach, and the certainty of 
its action, linked with the positive power 
of controlling its injurious consequences 
by the bicarbonate of soda, I think there 
is not a more efficient or convenient reme¬ 
dy for gonorrhaa, after the reduction of the 
severe primary inflammation. 

If requested to explain the rationale of 
the fact, which constitutes the only novelty 
in this communication, I should, with defe¬ 
rence to heller chemists than myself, sup. 

C e that the substance appropriately termed 
Pr.Dre “Veaicatorium, discovered by 
M. llobiquet, may form an innoxious in- 
pie salt with the bicarbonate of soda; but 
this matter 1 would prefer leaving to fu¬ 
ture observation aud experiment. 

It, Middlesex Place, Oct. 11, 1030. 
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October 23,1830. 

The members of the Westminster Me#- 
cal Society reiunred their meetings this 
evening, Dr. Granville iu tbs chair, and the 
Committee entertain strong hopes that the 
session will prove leu “ stale and unprofit¬ 
able " than the last. The Chairman admo¬ 
nished the members to exert themselves, tad 
pioposed several alterations of the usual 
mode of conducting the proceedings, with a 
view to excite discussion and tbe relation of 
cases, but none of them were adopted, the 
members suffering the regulation of this 
point to be referred to the Committee. Se¬ 
veral opinions relative to the caoae of the 
declining interest of the Society were ven¬ 
tured. One gentleman ascribed it to the 
broken promises of those to whose care tbe 
business of tbe evenings was confided; 
another to tbe late attendance of the mem¬ 
bers; a third suggested that the decline was 
particularly owing to the want of attention 
which his communications had experienced, 
while a fourth coniidered that those commu- 
nientions were themselves the cause of tho 
decline. No one suggested that the attend¬ 
ance had been thin, because thuie waa 
usually nothing worth hearing, and that as 
tbe members could not be suspected to be 
chary of publishing tbeir discoveries, there 
was little worth bearing, because little oc¬ 
curred to them out of the Society worth 
communicating, which did not appear 
through some other channel. In order, 
however, that for the future there should be 
no want of topics for discussion, Dr. Gran¬ 
ville read the following list of subjects, as 
affording very proper matter for debate. 

The politics! condition of tbe science of 
midwifery, and the probable advantages 
which have resulted frQia tbe labours of the 
’* Obstetric Society.’* 

'J'bo medical police of ibis country, and 
the importance of electing medical men to 
tbe office of coroner. 

The existence of contagion, and the 
Gibraltar fever. 

The characters Bnd treatment of cholera 
morbus, and appearance of that disease in 
the south-oastern districts of Russia. 

The secondary effects of colchicum. 

The medical press of Europe, more espe¬ 
cially that of Great Britain. ; 

The advantages resulting from medical 
controversy,* curried ou through tho me¬ 
dium of the press. 


Mow especially," aihleiUffie speaker, “ tliat 
wtvck m at present wajmsj between |>rs. James 
JohuHon mid Wilson I'liitip.''—Mem. I>i. Philip** 

last volume having 1>mi “i-d," ns tar an (lie 

profunMon is concerned, the" myftciiou*” portion 
of the tide Iih* been r-linut'rd, ami n name adopted 
whi«b i* better calculated to “ carry iwtiuuta along; 
with it.* 





CHOLERA IN RUSSIA. 


wm • 

Tbs prerent arete of tbe medical profee- 
Sion in Ea gland. 

Ia conclusion, the Chairman particularly 
recommended that tbe members would al¬ 
ways address the President, speak only 
once, (except iu explanation,) snd never 
refer to the speakers by name* 

Mr. Hunt this eveniug related tbe parti¬ 
culars of two cases, which want of space 
prevents us from giving. They did not pre¬ 
sent much of novelty. 

Dr. Stewart and Mr. Chinnock were 
elected Presidents for the ensuing year. 

THE CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 

Our readers have probably perused in the 
daily papers an advertisement which has 
been put forth by the imperial government 
of Russia, offering a reward of 25,000 
roubles, in bank paper (value eleven hun¬ 
dred pounds sterling), for the best treatise 
on " the cholera morbus,” which may be 
forwarded to the Medical Board at St. Pe- 
tersburgh, before the middle of September, 
1831. The advertisement, which nr the re¬ 
questor the Russian minister in this country 
was put into English by Dr. Granville, states 
that this disease, after having of late years 
committed great ravages in Asia, has within 
the last fifteen months made its appearance 
in severol of the Russian provinces, and inti¬ 
mates that the medical faculty of that em¬ 
pire, knowing of no “ satisfactory” medi¬ 
cal work on the subject, are unable to arrest 
the devastations which are committing, and 
which seem tosathreaten “ the whole of{ 
Europe.” Moved by “ deep feelings of 
humanity,” of vfhich, however, it seems 
that deep political feelings have gut the 
upper liand.t the imperial government re¬ 
quests to be furnished in the Baid treatises 
with, 1st, An account of the nature of the 
disease ; 2. Of llie causes which gave rise 
to it; 3. A description of its mode of pro¬ 
pagation ; 4. A demonstration, bv experi¬ 
ments, whether it be communicable or not; 
5. An indication of the measures tube taken 
for Belf-preservation, if contagious; 6. Par¬ 
ticulars of the measures best calculated to 
ensure recovery. 

The repeated use iu the advertisement of 
the prououn it, in speaking of the disease, 
instead of the noun for which that word is 
meant*to be a substitute, renders it impor¬ 
tant that there should be some clenrer un¬ 
derstanding as to the real noun with which 
a connexion exists in the mind of the adver¬ 
tisers. " When l see many its in n page,” 
says one of our jumndest grammarians, “ 1 
always tremble for the writer.” Our own 
fear is for the reader. " Little words, of 

. + From those rauntrirs to the medical faculty of 
which the prize baa been offered, /'ranee hi ex¬ 
cluded. 


great and .weeping influents, oeg&t <0 t» 
uk<1 with the grattett care, became error* 
in the tiling of them crake each great error* 
in point of meaning.” The advertisement is 
headed ‘'Cholera Morbus.” Treatises are 
then requested on " the cholera morbus.” 
The term cholera morbus is generic; tbe 
disease raging in Russia is particular. The 
first “ point ” on which information is re¬ 
quired is, “ the nature of the disease,” sig¬ 
nifying to common understandings the genus 
cholera. The second ” point” is '* the 
causes which gave rise to it.” To what! 
Certaiuly not the cholera of any country, 
hut the cholera which prevails in Russia. 
The its then run through all the other points 
but one, admitting, by a little subtlety, as 
readily of one interpretation us another. 
This one point demand* the means of reco¬ 
very ; but recovery from the cholera of what 
climate 1 If from that of Russia, which 
we should suppose is intended, then to 
afford any chance of a successful competi¬ 
tion for the ptize, about half the value of 
the premium must be risked iu a journey 
abroad, and a temporary residence in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the disease. 
At a moderate calculation, fifty candidates 
might be tempted to expend five hundred 
pounds a piece, for the hope of obtaining 
eleven hundred amongst them. 

In the course of the evening some brief 
j remarks, which were of considerable ton* 

■ sequence to the subject of this prize, fell 
from Drs. Granville and Johnson. The facts 
they disclose are barely credible. 

Mr. Bacot expressed some little surprise 
at the offer of the Russian government, be¬ 
cause so great a body of information was 
already before the profession on the nature 
and treatment of cholera. He particularly 
referred to n work of 700 qusito pages, pub¬ 
lished by the. government of Madras, and 
containing a p/eat deal of excellent prac¬ 
tical information on the subject, which cer- 
tainly could hardly he known to the govern¬ 
ment of Russia. The volume contained a 
map of the progress of the disease through 
the country downwards. 

Dr. Granville slated, that the govern¬ 
ment of Russia was not aware of the exist¬ 
ence of this, or of any other important 
practical work on cholera, or a different 
course from the one adopted would probably 
have been taken. 

Dr. Johnson said, that be had seen Dr. 
Ley-don, or Leyton, the medical agent of 
Russia who was acting on the present oc¬ 
casion in London, and found from him that 
the Russian faculty were not at ail acquaint¬ 
ed with either the Madias, the Bombay, or 
the Bengal very voluminous reports, lie gave 
that gentleman a list of all the works which 
had been published on the subject of cholera, 
and Dr. Leyton confessed that he had not 



Men a fourth part of them. From Dr. Ley- 
ton's description of the complaint, there ap¬ 
peared to be no difference between the dis¬ 
ease which was raging in Astrtckan and 
that of the Last Indies. Dr. Johnson 
thought that the Russian government would 
not derive one particle more of evidence 
from any one of the treatises which might be 
forwarded, than was already before the pro¬ 
fession. 

Dr. Granville observed, that the state¬ 
ment of Dr. Leyton, with regard to the 
information possessed by the Russians, 
might be in some measure erroneous, aa Dr. 
Leyton had been ruralizing in Yorkshire 
for the last fourteen or fifteen months. He ( 
was only now about to visit Russia again if 
liia health permitted; and could not tell but 
that all these works had been read there. 
Perhaps, however, the government would, 
on further consideration, retract fhe pro¬ 
spectus, and announce that the premium 
would not be distributed. 

It is more than probable that the Russian 
government is totally unacquainted with the 
existence of the works in question, as, ac¬ 
cording to this, even their medical represen¬ 
tative in k-ngland is ignorant of what has 
been published. 


In consequence of the accounts which 
hare reuched London, araougst which is the 
following despatch from Lord Heytesbury, 
the British ambassador at St. Petersburg!!, 
the English government, it appears, have 
deemed the subject of sufficient importance 
to justify the immediate adoption of precau¬ 
tions against the introduction of the dis¬ 
order into this country ; communications 
have accordingly been oddressed to the col¬ 
lectors and comptrollers of customs at the 
different sea-ports, desiring that the atten¬ 
tion of qtiumniine officers may be called to 
the subject, iu order tiiut the standing orders 
may be carefully enforced. 

** St. Peteraburgh, Sept. 15. 

u My Lord,—'Hie accounts of the pro¬ 
gress of the cholera morbus are now becom¬ 
ing ralber alarming. It is making rapid ad¬ 
vances towards Moscow ; it is already at 
Sinebiask, Tyaritzigur, Saretaff.and Pewza. 
At Astrakhan, the governor (Nisson), and 
almost every officer of police, have perished, 
and the othrr deaths are at the rate of about 
one hundred daily. If the disease once 
reaches Moscow, there can he little doubt 
that it will spread to St. Peteraburgh, War¬ 
saw, and thence into Germany. 

“ This will be much less extraordinary 
than its regular progress from ludiu to the 
Caucasus, and thence into the southern 
provinces of the Russian empire. It ap¬ 
pears to be of u very deadly nature, and to 

No,J?4. 


cholera. 

*• I have the honour to be, &o., 

“ H*YTESBORr. 

“ To the Right Hon. the Earl of Aber¬ 
deen, K. T.’* 

The Timet of Oct. 27, says, «* We under¬ 
stand that accounts have been received sub- 
sequently, stating that the disorder had 
reached Moscow, where it was making 
frightful ravages. The Russian government 
is making all possible efforts to stop its pro¬ 
gress.” 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

October 25, 1830. 

Mr. Callaway in tbe Chair. 

TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL FEVER. 

The subject of the last evening’s discus- 
sion was revived at the preseut meeting, 
aud the views of Dr. Whiting weie rein¬ 
forced and recombatted. It wiU be agaiu 
discussed on the evening of next Monday. 

As the precise mode of treating puerperal 
fever which Dr. Whiting would adopt, in 
accordance with the doctrines he had broach¬ 
ed, was not clearly understood, the Chair¬ 
man begged that gentlemau to explain it. 

Dr. Whiting said, that as far as preven¬ 
tives were concerned lie could say little, and 
but little, lie conceived, was known by any 
one on this point. That it was contagious 
he had no doubt, and he believed that if the 
uttendant had that about bis person which 
might be considered to be the medium of 
contagion, the patient might take the dis¬ 
ease. It was not necessary to its occur¬ 
rence that puerperal fever should be com¬ 
municated by a second party. It would 
undoubtedly, and sometimes did, originate 
dc novo. Wijh regard to the cure, he used 
to entertain prejudices against the antiphlo¬ 
gistic mode of treatment, and at one time 
avoided it; but he now conceived, as the 
result of very decided experiment, that that 
was the only mode which, in the majority of 
cases, could be successfully employed. He 
said the majority , because he believed that 
there reallywere Borne few cases io which 
depletion was not absolutely necesssiy, for 
the disease would, in fact, pass away spon¬ 
taneously ; it would run its course! and 
ultimately disappear of its own accord. The 
truth was, that under mistreatment it could 
not he stopped. Antiphlogistic means would 
tend to facilitate this, but no treatment 
would, of itself, perform a cure. There was 
this distinction between common inflamma¬ 
tion and puerperal fever, or erysipelas of 
internal membranes I the same being equally 
true of erysipelas of the skiu), that the 
N 


PURPERAL FEVER. iff 

hive ,11 the character of the reel lo&a 
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done in this, and all Uia hi h meana, therefor , av , teXU might be 

puerperal fever, £ *«lU* «■"•* tb! «»re. 

Brooh mcreaned bj .» preserrcd *«'£““*>, we, a m* 

a=SHS=- 2 L -'^^“ 

?e slopptd, but would only yield «f its own 
nccord? depletion could do uo further good 
than to mitigate its seventy; ““‘S 11 ”'" 
dona the energy of the system, by he «d 
of which the diaeaae might ultimately aub- 
Oide The careful aud judicious employ- , 
mart, than, of antiphlogistic mMaurea. waa 
the deeiderable course, and amongst those, 
bloodletting wonld be found to he tbe most 
important. Now lie waa convinced, that if 
gentlemen did nothing more even than road 
Lee authors who had written on the sub¬ 
ject, they could come to no other ' oncl “ s ”“ 
then that tbe antiphlogistic, and not the op¬ 
posite. was the proper plan ; hut ll they did 
this and also ecu cases of true puerperal 
fcier, they could not possibly fa. to become 
v : 1. .. 1.. rnnllPxioll willi hlOOlllttUng, 


! q aired to ho further ehowu. 

' • • In our las*, report, Dr. Whiting i» 

t^^SSs 

I not practice midwnery, '^XTwm 

therefore, was erroneous. Mr. Owing 
the accoucheur# 


aociETtr Of cntinin wACVitiomits. 

To He Editor of Tnr Lakcst. 

Srn,—In a letter addressed " to the 
uso Bun --- «■“ * flcnpral PraclitiorieTS of thfl United Kin^" 

could not possibly fat to become , <«» * b TO diou, of Tun Usm. 

lu connexion with bloodletting, | insiaot, the writet submits snn- 

th« a, rniaia- on tue um . 


disciples, lu connexion y;e" 

ie treatment he adopted was the cdminia- 
■ai ion of the tartrate of antimony and calo- 
id Of the antimony, hia practice was, 

, give rust enough t" preserve a constant 
light sickness atthe stomach; the quantity, 
herefore, was regulated by ns effects. He 
icgau, pethaps, with half a grata, and fol- 
owed this up with another half or a quar- 
er of a grain, as the purpose seemed to 
require. The calomel he commenced with 
three grains, in conjunction with opinio, to 
. 11 ... . 1 - irritnhilitv of the svttem, and kept 


dum ’ through raruiuu. — 

on the 9th instant, .he write. 
drv queries respecting the Met repph » 
Wietv of General Practitioners, to when 
yon were pleased to subjoin on appeal Hat 
1 places the enplsnalion to mj account. H I 
have been wanting in promptness to jour 

I correspondent, or been deficient in respect 

1 for your assurance of my ready courtesy o 
him 5 , hy delaying to reply, 1 request it may 
be attributed to n sense of my duty Jo the 

' ir.uh"ct. And 


quire, me *7 -t:- . (kiMiiftte. wore 1 -. » 

ree grains, in conjunction with opium, to “ mbent 0D nie to bring the subject. And 
lay the irritability of the system, and kept c ^ „btaiucd nuthonly from 

0 the dose to the production aud eusluin- i ^ Comn; . Ure l0 BnsW er the questions pro- 
of a soreness of the gums. By tjnsj lJe j j c ,„ only reply, that as ari indi¬ 
ctment he had cureii twoiddual merely of that body. I dare notunder- 

aaen of malignant puerperal fe,er , ft ™“ t ake to interpret its intenuons unnd.taedly. 

CBS, that they l,ad,generally Med too India- 
Timinately in-tire latter stages, when that 
onrae was tried, and demoted the power 
irhich *as necessary to sustain Uta until 
lie inOammation stopped. 

Mr Cat.xaway hern observed, that he 

Ud not exactly nee “ whit this treatment 


1 have the honour to ho, Sir, 

Your obedient Berrant, 

Jam us Scott. 

llegeat Street, Oct. 20 . 
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TUB LANCET, 

London, Sttfw day, Oct . 30,1630. 



Aiarmsd it tlx portentous aspect and 
convulsive changes jjf the times, the vat- 
lows of the College of Pbysieisns already 
exhibit token* which indicate pretty clearly 
that the downfal of lbeir dynasty i* fast 
approaching. Bullies and cowards, who 
deem themselves in danger, may ever be 
recognised by tbeir often .repeated and 
boisterous threats directed against their 
pursuers. Destitute of real, solid power, 
they have recourse to artifice for protection. 
They elevate their empty heads, move 
pompously, raise the arm aiuacioualy, and 
assume the stern countenance of confidence 
qnd integrity. Thus it is with the College 
of Physicians. Existing in a piece of old 
mildewed parchment, and not in the heart* 
of die profession, possessing the parapher¬ 
nalia of titles, dignities, and power, and yet 
holding no place in the confidence or esti¬ 
mation of the groat mass of the beat-informed 
members of the community', their threats 
are about as wise as the antics of the fool 
who shook his bi lls in order to attract the 
attention of the bystanders. Experience 
seems to be entirely useless to the indivi¬ 
duals who hold the reins of government in 
this body. Their perceptive faculties appear | 
to be directed backwards, and their learned 
researches to reach no further than the year 
1500. In the aggregate, always inferior in 
talent to the great body of practising physi¬ 
cians in this country, aud lamentably desti¬ 
tute of opportunities for exhibiting the little 
skill they have possessed, nothing short of 
infatuation, or the most blind conceit, could 
have stimulated the “ fellows” to maintain n 
monopoly, virtually injurious to the private 
interests, and nominally and really obnoxious 
to the feelings, of the rest of their profes¬ 
sional brethren. In the estimation of these 
extraordinary gentlemen, the numberless ini- 
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Mric. which $0ow is tb» trjl? 
m nothin, in compuiun with th« phjgp||, 
deriuble from on exchuiw titU. % 
discover ip the characters—*' Fellow of <» 
London College of Physicians,” ample re¬ 
compense for empty coffers, unfurnished 
larders, and diaphanous decanters. They 
appear as though (hey lived, moved, and 
htd their being, by title. The universities 
in which they study, have neither hospitals 
nor dissecting-rooms—are destitute of the 
materials for acquiring even the elements of 
medical science; but no matter; their medi¬ 
cal accomplishments are vastly superior to 
those of all other physicians in the universe; 
and as for the surgeon in general practice, 
they cannot even think of hja pursuits at 
less than a falcon height. The smell of 
rhubarb is fatal to them; the bare sight of 
a pestle end mortar would produce the hor¬ 
rors, aud drive them staik staring mad. 
Their conceit is unique, and, like Narcissus, 
the only pursuit (an extraordinary one, cer 
tsinly, for such high-miuded souls) which 
appears to yield them any enjoyment, is that 
of viewing their own “ exclusive” beauties 
and perfections. 

“ Pride hath no other glass 
To show itself, but pridr j for supple knees 
Feed arrogance, and are the provd man's rses.” 
So says Shakspeare; and the College, iu 
the person of their President, have split 
this axiom into two. In abort, they are 
liberal in commerce, if not in science ; aud 
Sir Henry Halford, pushing the reciprocity 
system to the extreme; unwearied aud inde¬ 
fatigable in proffering the great man's com¬ 
pliment, the genuflexion fee, be baa received, 
in the way of barter, au immense weight of 
a metal, which, could it be snore generally 
procured, would be very frequently em¬ 
ployed by practitioners in medicine. A 
fle xible knee, a supple back, and a cour¬ 
ier's head, have enobled-Sirllenry Halford 
to carry on a thriving trade, and to " boo '* 
his pretensions into the Palace, *and into 
almost every noble mun'a mansion in the 
kingdom. His influence iu the Palace in 
N 
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not inferior to kin 'power in the College; 
president at Pall-mall East, and royal 
w bulletin 1 ' signer and medical caterer at 
Windsor, he obtained from bis present 
Majesty, and filled up without opposition or 
Temonstranoe from his spiritless colleagues, a 
carte blanche for the “ ordinary” and 11 ex¬ 
traordinary” personages who were to consti¬ 
tute the royal medical staff. The liat made 
up by his selection on that ocoasion, we shall 
one day employ as a key to unlock, and lay 
open to public view, a few of the peculiar 
springs which have usually regulated Sir 
Henry’s public conduct. Thus much we 
may now say, that the physicians of England 
are not hia debtors. If the wheel of for¬ 
tune turn but to benefit the president of the 
College, how fares it with the fellows ? 
Sadly indeed; uuleas universal neglect and 
contempt are equivalent to public reapect 
and confidence. If these gentlemen could 
but estimate their self-importance some¬ 
whatless erroneously, there might be hope 
of reformation ; but, half blinded by conceit, 
they are unable, even transiently, to discern 
what is constantly obvious to every other 
member of the profession, namely, their 
present powerless, miserable, ludicrous, po¬ 
sition ns a chartered corporation. What 
are the privileges of which they can boast? 
That of demanding by virtue of their 
** charter,” that no physician, if be be not a 
graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, shall 
practise in London, without ore of their 
licenses, lienee they every now and then 
resort to the fool’s play of citing their supe¬ 
riors to an examination; an examination in¬ 
capable of conferring dignity,and insufficient 
for the detection of incorapetency. They 
arrogate to themselves the exclusive manage¬ 
ment 6f the funds and general affairs of the 
College, and limit the elective franchise to 
tkeir own keeping. We had well nigh 
forgotten another privilege, and the by-law 
which concedes it is entirely, exclusively of 
their own manufacture. It is, that every 
“fellow” of the College who shall meet 


in consultation any physioian who may not 

be recognised by the charter and by-laws 
of the College, shall forfeit, for each offence, 
five pounds. This by-law applies, amongst 
others, to the graduates of the University 
of Edinburgh. N ow it is pretty well known 
that we have no very great partiality for the 
Scotch Colleges, but it would be disgraceful 
for us to withhold the fact, that those who 
became “ fellows ” of the London College of 
Physicians, until within a very short period, 
were indebted to the medical schools of 
Edinburgh for whatever knowledge they 
possessed of medical science. 

Are the privileges, which we have just 
enumerated, consonant with the claims aud 
dignities of a learned and liberal body? 
The bare meolion of a national college, we 
understand, has set the whole corporation 
in commotion; and vengeance, with renew¬ 
ed fury, is threatened against the contuma¬ 
cious “ independent ” physicians ; that is, 
against those graduates of Edinburgh and 
other universities, who, in defiauco of the 
charter and the by-laws, practise in London 
without a license obtained from the College 
in Pall Mall East. It would afford us sin¬ 
cere pleasure to see this respectable College 
step once more into the arena of a court of 
law to enforce the penalties against the non 
permissi. Discussion, we apprehend, has 
no agreeable sounds for them, aud it were 
now far loo hazardous a measure to com¬ 
mit to Newgate for “ contempt.” Public 
feeling is rather different to what it was in 
1703 ; but even then, the poor College fairly 
got its right arm broken, while outstretched 
in its effort to grasp after the foul fruits of 
monopoly. It ia right that the profession 
should know, it ib right that the independent 
physicians should know, it ia right that the 
surgeona and apothecaries should know, 
that the College of Physicians, in the year 
1703, prosecuted an apothecary for visiting 
aud prescribing for a patient, and actually 
obtained a verdict for the penalties; but the 
apothecary, the spirited, the undaunted apo- 
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thecary, Mr. Rom, to wboae memory a 
monument ought now to be erected, tried 
the-question in parliament upon a writ of 
error, and obtained a splendid victory, as 
the judgment in the court of law was com* 
pletely set aside. The College in tbis in- 
atance, by indulging their spirit of monopoly 
to the very letter of tbe law in that vile 
statute which they still hold, lost for ever 
all power over English apothecaries and 
their concerns, with the single exception of 
being still empowered to enter their houses 
and examine their medical preparations, a 
right “ more honoured in the breach than 
the observance.'* Had it not been for tbe 
noble and spirited resistance of Mr. Rose to 
the unprincipled and grasping tyranny of 
the College, there might not have been in 
the British dominions, even at the present 
hour, a single dispensing surgeon. 

The author of “ The Laws relating to the 
Medical Profession," observes in his pre* 
face, that he could not 11 dismiss his pages 
without acknowledging his obligation, for 
mucli valuable information, to Dr. Mac- 
michael, lately the registrar of the College 
of Physicians.” It certainly affords ui 
pleasure to find that Mr. Willcock was suc¬ 
cessful iu such a quarter in his search after 
knowledge, for if the various published 
writings attributed to Dr. Maomichaelreally 
came from his pen, he is the last person to 
whom we should have applied for informa¬ 
tion on the subject of medical legislation. 
Dr. Mtwmicbael, at all events we believe, 
could not look upon any laws that were fa¬ 
vourable to surgeons or apothecaries, other¬ 
wise than through an obnoxious medium. 
He was au appropriate registrar for the 
royal “ bulletin” signer, and appears to 
hare macerated .all his life in a tincture 
aristocratica. To some such genius, Mr. 
Willcock, we suppose, is indebted for the 
following piece of information“ The 
practice of tbe physician is universally un¬ 
derstood, as well by their college as by tbe 
public, to be properly confined to tbofre- 


scribiugoC medicines to fie tompom nAtMfr,. 
the apothecaries , and in so far superintend¬ 
ing tbe proceedings of the surgeon astowfcf 
bis operations by prescribing what is ne¬ 
cessary to the general health of the patient, 
and for the purpose of counteracting any 
internal disease .” Insolence! Why tha 
practice of physicians of the present day, 
consists in lamenting that they have no dis¬ 
ease for which to prescribe. Although 
physicians, merely because they practise 
as pure physicians, are now confessedly 
without patients, they still insist upon 
their exclusive right to prescribe remedies 
for internal diseases, and even for tbe gene¬ 
ral health, when that is affected by tbe pro¬ 
gress of external disease. They vaunt not 
quite so much as formerly of their superior 
medical education, bs the fallacy cf that pre¬ 
tension has been completely and usefully 
exposed in tbe pages of this Journal. They 
have changed their ground; it has become 
fashionable with them to reprobate the “ un¬ 
necessarily” bigb charges made by surgeons 
for operations, and the v unnecessarily” large 
quantities of medicines sent in by apothe¬ 
caries. Thus tbe practice of the physician is 
represented as being more pure, more gen¬ 
tlemanly, more honourable, than that of sur¬ 
geons or of apothecaries. Indeed, the sys¬ 
tem of the apothecary is denounced as one of 
cupidity and imposture, as one founded iu 
deception and fraud, leading, iu fact, to direct 
plunder. Check the strong current of your 
virtuous indignation for one moment, worthy 
doctors / Pause awhile, gentle and amiable 
physicians ! We must ask you a question. 
Was it never suggested to your sagacious 
minds that a physician can pay an “. unneces¬ 
sary” visit, write an “ unnecessary” prescrip¬ 
tion, such as “rep. med.,”or extractdn*un¬ 
necessary” fee from the pocket of his deluded 
patient 1 Oh dear! " Hojv infamous in 
The Lancet to allude to such things!*' 
Not at all. The “unprincipled and plun¬ 
dering practices of apothecaries *’ have long 
since been loudly bruited abroad by pbyai- 
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e&iii,*nd*By iht&Mhot apothecaries pro¬ 
mulgate thUtrtth concerning their calumnia¬ 
tors 1 Thyaieite* are noi upon principle, 
probably, very strongly oppoeed to the 
« plundering » systbm, and their hostility, 
inch as it is, arises only from a dread 
list they should not have all the booty 
to themselves. They bitterly reproach 
an apothecary who can presume to make 
his patient pay one shilling and six-pence 
for on ** unnecessary ” draught, because, 
being an undignified character, the mis¬ 
deed is enormous ; but a physician who 
takes one dozen or one hundred “ unneces¬ 
sary ” fees is guilty of no immorality at all. 
The venality of the deed is shielded by the 
high reputation and collegiate title of the 
miadoer. The web of the law is only 
strong enough for small flies, and “great 
men have but little sins." The title of doctor 
is now the last hold which physicians have 
Upon the public mind; and upon that ground 
it is hoped that all qualified English prac¬ 
titioners will soon meet upon equal terms. 
There exists no desire to bring down the 
“ doctor," but it is Ligh time that the 
“ general practitioner," by taking his pro¬ 
per title, should be elevated to that rank 
which his talents and utility so pre-eminent¬ 
ly entitle him to maintain. That many of 
the fellows and licentiates of the College 
are men of splendid professional nnd lite¬ 
rary attainments, we will not deny; but 
as a body of practitioners, they must in 
medical acquirements be content to rank 
ftr below the majority of dispensing sur¬ 
geons. Is this College of Physicians then 
entitled to the support or confidence of the 
profession 1 If not, let us unite all our 
energies in raising a NATIONAL COL¬ 
LEGE'OF MEDICINE, which shall com- 
mend respect and admiration throughout the 
•Ciefttific world.. "* 

Many correspondents express great anx- 
frty for the development of the scheme of 
the intended College, but we think it will 
he a more prudent course to withhold it, 


until the ttierHi and defect* if ettit&f 
corporations ehall lift* been felly mmm 
We any State, however, *n jHMwtt, that 
the plan ts exceedingly simple, end found¬ 
ed entirely upon tiro great jndttdpke-*. 
EQoiiiTT or TtTLS, and iSvititt of 

RIGHT, 


In another part of this Journal will Be 
found a report of an inqueBt held last week 
on the body of a Mr. Kinnear. Of the de¬ 
ficiencies of notf-medical coroners it is now 
unnecessary to speck, Bad we do not allude 
to the proceedings even for the purpose of 
reprobating the unjustifiable and senseless 
hesitation of the coroner in directing the 
examination of the body. But we wish for 
one moment to call the attention of the pro* 
fession to the report of the mediral gentle¬ 
men who attended the postmortem inspec¬ 
tion, and if the examination were conduct¬ 
ed aa alovenly nnd carelessly, as the report 
ia written loosely and inaccurately, it might 
as well have been avoided altogether. Death, 
we are told, was produced by “ the rup¬ 
ture of a blood-vessel on the stomach," and 
that some thirteen or fourteen ounces of the 
blood that had escaped, were found in the 
right and left cavities of the thorax. Now, 
assuming that “ or" ia (indeed it must be) 
a misprint fOr in, wo cry mercy ! and ask, 
in what mauner blood, poured into the sto¬ 
mach, made its way into the bags of the 
pleune. In requiring from I)r. Patterson 
and the other gentlemen an answer to this 
question, we take this opportunity of thank¬ 
ing the Doctor for the earnestness and per- 
tinacy with which lie insisted upon the ne¬ 
cessity of examining the body. 


W e Teadily insert the letter of Mr. Mor- 
son in generous vindication of his friend, 
Mr. Bowen, but the writer should have 
borne in mind that, whatever animosity 
might have existed in the minds of rivals, 
it was not malignity that forcibly tore Off 
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tto m* bt to tem. t%e pwctiw of 
Mr, Bowen ia th* «a*e in question wm 
utterly indefensible, tod the correspondence 
dn tie Subject bid better terminate. We 
should like, however, to be famished with 
the names of the three M lecturers on mid* 
wifery,” who are said to have approved of 
the treatment of Mr* Bowen* Their names 
ought to be inscribed in conspicuous charac¬ 
ters over every mantlepiece in the country. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

At a general meeting of the governors 
on Wednesday last, it was decided by a 
majority of sixty-two to twenty-seven, that 
the building should not be erected at Char¬ 
ing Cross. A ballot was demanded. The 
longer we contemplate the scheme for the 
“ removal," the more does it assume the 
appearance of a job. 


A Treatise on the Mineral fVatns of Har¬ 
rogate and its Vicinity. By Adam Hun- 
ter, M.D.,dec. London: Longman. 1850. 
pp. 138, 

Further than the analysis of the springs is 
concerned, the medical profession can attach 
biitlittle importance to any treatise of this de¬ 
scription ; there is, however, avast number 
of curious invalids, and amateurs in thera¬ 
peutics, who thirst earnestly for every in¬ 
formation on the subject. To gratify, to a 
certain extent, the appetite of this interest¬ 
ing class of persons, we present them with 
a summary notice of the present publica¬ 
tion. 

As Dr. Hunter has afforded us a new and 
elaborate analysis of the “old sulphur’’ 
Well, and of some other springs of more 
questionable efficacy, we shall select his re¬ 
sults in the moat remarkable instance. We 
shall also quote his mode of analysis of the 
gases contained in the former, as a fair spe¬ 
cimen of his ingenuity and adroitness in 
chemical manipulation. It is true that he 
caunot lay claim to novelty in design, and 
that his execution is not totally free from 
error; still, as an example of the practical 


apptiolthm of intfytld science, W* ffifoltll 
investigation deserves considerable priite. 

“ To separate the gaseous contents of the 
water, four pints were boiled in • glass $ 1 * 
tort with slips of platini, until the quantity 
of gas received ceased to increase. 

“ It wss received in a narrow vessel, over 
a small portion of water, in preference to 
mercury, on account of the action of sul¬ 
phuretted hydrogen on that metaL 

“ It measured seventeen cubic inches, at 
the temperature of 60°, equal to tbirty-four 
inches per gallon. A tube, graduated into 
hundredths of a cubic inch, was filled with 
and transferred to a bottle containing car¬ 
bonate of lead, diffused in a small quantity 
of water; on agitation an absorption took 
place, amounting to 46 of a cubic inch, or 
15.64 iuebes, from the gases contained in a 
gallon. 

“ The residual gas wsa treated in the 
same manner with liquid potash; the ab¬ 
sorption was 8 per cent, of the gas originally 
operated on, or 2.74 cubic inches from the 
gases iu a gallon. 

“ The method of gaseous analysis by ab¬ 
sorption, is decidedly superior to the forma¬ 
tion of precipitates ; some sources of error 
are common to both ; but the quantity of 
precipitate from the gas yielded by a mode¬ 
rate quantity of water is so minute, that 
very small errors, during the several pro¬ 
cesses of formation, collection, washing, 
drying, and weighing, have a material in¬ 
fluence on the quantity of gas denoted by 
the final result. A loss or increuse of one- 
hundredih of a grain on the carhonate of 
lime, produced in operating on a pint and 
half of water, would give use to an error 
of one cubic inch in the calculation for a 
gallon. The emlioraetrical method, which 
was pursued, is short, easy, and susceptible 
of great precision ; an error in the caibonio 
acid of two whole divisions of the tube, 
would scarcely affect by half a cubic inch 
the qutntity in a gallon. 

“ The proportion of gas, 46 per cent., 
which was not absorbed by carbonate of lead 
or by potnsh, was mixed with twice its bulk 
of oxygen, and exploded by the electric 
spark. On agitation with potash after the 
explosion, 60 measures were absorbed; 
one-third of this diminution was edrburetted 
hydrogen gas ; viz. ?0 per cent., or 6.8 cu¬ 
bic inches per gallon. The residual , gas, 
26’ per cent., was added to a mixture of 
oxygen gas, with more than twice its bulk 
of hydiogen ; the diminution after explosion 
was exactly three times tl»^ oxygen intro¬ 
duced, showing the total atfsenct*’ of oxygen 
in tbi* panes from the water. This portion 
of gas 2(> per cent., or 8.81 cubic inches per 
gallon, may be considered as azote.” 

We do not think it necessary to notice hit 



4** SWAN ON THE KEB^SS. 

jMtliod mlyaiag the fluid iuelf. The 


mult* are w followm 

« By calculation from these date, the 
water of the Old Well is found to contain, 
in an imperial gallon 

Sulphuretted hydrogen 1.*>.64 cubic inches. 

Carbonic acid.. 2.72 

Carburetted hydrogen 6.8 

Azote. 8-81 

Which are given out in the gaseous form 
on boiling. 

Remaining in the water 

Chloride of sodium. 867.2 grains. 

Chloride of calcium...... 87 .2 

Chloride of magnesium .. 42-4 

Bicarbonate of soda. 40.” 

The gaseous analysis contains one re¬ 
markable error, by which the quantity of 
carbonic acid inual be estimated at too high 
a rate. Dr. Hunter does not seem to have 
remembered that carbonate of lead evolves 
carbonic acid when agitated with sulphu¬ 
retted hydrogen. In fact, not * particle of 
this gas can be absorbed without a corre¬ 
sponding evolution of carbonic acid from 
the carbonate of lead. The extent of the 
mis-statement, which must have been the 


no sulphates, while in thoMia wttofa, from 
the absence of that gas, such a process 
b«« evidently ns t taken place, tbe sulphates 
abound.” 

Dr. Hunter's object throughout the trea¬ 
tise, is evidently rather to render it» »fe 
popular companion, than an efficient substi¬ 
tute for medics! attendance: be Alls bia 
pages with the romance, and (be history, 
rather than the science, oi water medicine; 
and having seasoned his details with lively 
local descriptions and chemical episodes, he 
has produced a little book aptly calculated 
to increase his district reputation, and even, 
in some particular points, to ealeud hia 
general celebrity. As far as Harrogate is 
concerned, we earnestly trust that this vo¬ 
lume will effectually supplant the numerous 
and deadly manuals of empiricism which 
infest the hypochondriac’s library. Dr. Hun¬ 
ter has advanced nothing which can injure, 
but much that may materially benefit, the 
non-professional peruser. More than this 
it is unnecessary to advance in his com¬ 
mendation. 


result of oversight, may, therefore, be rea¬ 
dily perceived. 

His views respecting the origin of tbe 
sulphuretted hydrogen, are, to a certain ex¬ 
tent, original, and, we believe, correct. It 
is a subject which has puzzled many expe- 
rimentaliats, but Dr. Hunter certainly con¬ 
tributes much to its elucidation. 

"In reflecting upon this subject, in con. 
aexion with the analysis, I am almost con¬ 
vinced that the sulphuretted springs acquire 
their impregnation in passing through the 
thick stratum of shale already mentioned. 
It lias been satisfactorily proved by experi- 
ment, that sulphate of soda, dissolved in 
water, is decomposed under some circum¬ 
stances by vegetable matter; the water 
yields oxygen to the carbon of vegetables, 
forming carbonic acid, part of which, with 
tbe soda formerly in tbe state of sulphate, 
constitutes carbonate of soda, and the re¬ 
mainder is found in the state of gas. The 
hydrtrgen of the same portion of water, and; 
the sulphur from the suipLunc add, form ) 
sulphuretted hydrogen. J f we suppose that I 
the carbon of carbonaceous shale performs' 
the same office Jt will account for the pro¬ 
duction of ,the*<Jilphuretie(i hydrogen, and ' 
the carbonic acid gases. Anil it deserves 
to be mentioned, in corroboration uf this 
view, that those spring at Harrogate which! 
yield most sulphuretted hydrogen, contain 


A Demonstration of the Nerves of the 
Humaji Body. By Josirti Swan, Lon¬ 
don: Longman and Co. 18o0. Lleph. 
folio. Four Plates. Part I. 

Many of our readers are probably aware, 
that Mr. Swan has bestowed much time and 
attention upon the anatomy of the nerves, 
and that the Collegial prizes for 102.1, and 
1828, were adjudged to his dissected pre¬ 
parations. The pretent work is intended to 
consist chiefly of engravings taken from 
those preparations, and the part before us 
contains the ganglia and ramifications of the 
sympathetic, in the head, neck, aud thorax. 

’i he author commences with a few obser¬ 
vations on the sympathetic nerve, which 
afford Utile or no information that may not 
be found in most anatomical works, with tbe 
exception of the following statements, which 
we cannot pass over without comment. 
After describing » the ganglia of a healthy 
subject” as “ lirm, neurly white, or pearly, 
and without blood-vessels,” and os liuving a 
somewhat pulpy appearance when divided, 
&e., he observes, 

“ After o minute examination, a ganglion 
appears in the following maimer; for in- 
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•Una*, . &t tmnMioft of the spiaodmic 
nerto divides into bf runifieitaouf, 

'rhioh become entirely blended in the cub- 
stance of the semilunar ganglion, the nerves 
afterwards arising from the ganglion are 
seen first in its substance, as very minute 
white streaks, and these collecting into 
threads, join together to form branches to 
be distributed to the viscera. The struc¬ 
ture of the other ganglia of the sympathetic, 
appears nearly the same as that of the semi* 
lunar; the branches proceeding from these 
begin in a similar maimer, and on approach¬ 
ing the spinal nerves, separate into minute 
threads, and become incorporated with their 
fibrils." 

Now, in the first place, the. ganglia of the 
sympathetic, according to our own obser¬ 
vation, and the statements of all the anato¬ 
mical wtitera with which we are acquainted, 
are not of a white or pearly, but a reddish- 
btown, or reddish-grey colour, and they are 
not generally considered as firm, but soft: 
in the second place, the semilunar ganglion 
or ganglia, being formed in a somewhat dif¬ 
ferent manner from the other ganglia, often 
bearing more resemblance to a plexus, 
ought not to have been chosen as a specimen 
of the whole; and, thirdly, the structure de¬ 
scribed, though more petceptihle, perhaps, 
in the ganglion in question than in the rest, 
is not universally admitted, and cannot at 
all events be demonstrated without great 
difficulty, whereas the author has stated it 
as a plain, undisputed, fact, and as though it 
were cognizable by any ordinary observer. 

The commencement of the sympathetic 
nerve he considers to be from the superior 
cervical ganglion, and not from the sixth 
cerebral nerve, since, in aome animals, the 
communication with the latter is very small, 
and, in others does not exist; the ascending 
filaments communicating chiefly with the 
gasserian ganglion, with respect to which 
he observes, 


Without pretending to ileafc the poiftt, 
we wilt only observe, that this eaperfaed* 
does not appear to us to be by any mfSQs 
conclusive. Iu order to mike it so, it mus t 
be shown that the minute branches of the 
fifth pair are not liable lo'be toted on by the 
alkaline solution, which we imagine it would 
be rather difficult to do. 

Ou the rest of Mr. Swan's work, it is un¬ 
necessary for ua to offer any observation!, 
as it consists of little more than a mere 
description of the plates. We therefore 
pass on to the latter, which, we regret to 
state, are not such as might have been ex¬ 
pected from the splendour, size, and price 
of the work. The engraving, though not 
firit-rate, is hardly to be complained of, 
since, as far as the engraver waa concerned, 
every-thing is well and clearly shown; the 
fault lies with the draughtsman, who having 
probably no knowledge of anatomy, has com¬ 
mitted several errors so conspicuous, that we 
wonder they were not at once observed and 
corrected by the author. These errors occur 
chiefly in the first plate, to which we shall 
confine our remarks. Here the spheno¬ 
palatine ganglion, instead of being distinct 
from the superior maxillary uerve, or second 
hrauch of the fifth pair, and connected wilh 
it by two or more abort filameuts, is repre¬ 
sented as a short stem or trunk branching 
out from it without any intervening space 
whatever. The hypoglossal nerve is repre¬ 
sented as a branch of the pneumogastric, 
given off more than on inch below the mas¬ 
toid process, the latter nerve appearing be¬ 
fore, as well us after this division, as a single 
round chotd. This is surely wrong, for 
although the two nerves are for some dis¬ 
tance closely uuited, and contained in a 
sheath of dense cellulur tissue, they do not 
appear exactly as u single nerve, and ought, 
at all events, not to have been shown as 


“ On immersing the first cervical gan¬ 
glion of the sympathetic of a sheep, and the 
gasserian ganglion with a portion of its 
nerves iu a solution of polaasu, the cervical 
ganglion and its brunches became quite 
transparent, and proceeded with the conn 
appenrauce to their connexion with the 
gasserian gnnglion ; this was white, ami 
therefore had the branches proceeded from 
it to the first cervical ganglion of the sym¬ 
pathetic, these would have been white ulso. 
It may, therefore, he fairly.concluded, that 
these were passing from the sympathetic to 
the guseritra ganglion." 


such in the present instance, where the 
dissection has been carried to a great extent, 
and where the ascending filamenla of the 
superior cervical ganglion, which are ob¬ 
tained in the sume thealh, are distinctly 
seen. The same nerve is also represented 
as gradually increasing in size after il Las 
crossed the external enrotiefl^o that where 
it passes behind the submaAllan* gland, it 
is more than twice as large as where it has 
just given off the ramus descendens. The 
facial or external maxillary artery is repre- 
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giuted is Iff** tl die trtink of the external 
carets, after the origin of the occipital, 
though iven this ta rather too large. The 
roolrftfc* third branch of the nervus trige- 
miaua, appears nearly as large as the sciatic 
sene, hud aorae of the other nerves and 
veatdU, as well aa all the ganglia, are cer¬ 
tainly larger, in proportion to the other parts, 
than we have ever observed them. With 
the exception of these errors, and a few 
others of the same kind, but ofleaa import¬ 
ance, the plates are very clear and accurate, 
and are far superior to any others on the 
subject, with the exception of Walter’s, 
which, however, do not include the nerves 
of the bead, neck, or upper part of the 
thorax. 


The Anatomy of the Human Body, illus¬ 
trated hy 158 Plates, taken partly from 
the most celebrated Authors’, partly from 
Nature. By Andrew Fy vs, F.K.C.S.E. 
Black, Edinburgh; and Longman and Co., 
London. 1830. Description 8vo. pp. S3S. 
Plates 4to. 

Of the present edition of this miserable 
performance, which is still worse than the 
original one, and appears to be a mere trad¬ 
ing job, we can bardly speak in terms of suf¬ 
ficient reprobation. Not only are the draw¬ 
ings and engravings of the lowest grade of 
art, but the plates are full of the most ab¬ 
surd blunders and misrepresentations, bo 
that it is impossible to guess at the meaning 
of some of them, and others might rather be 
considered as fancy sketches, than ns copies 
from nature. Where the whole is so utterly 
bad, it would be useless to waste our time 
and space in pointing out particular faults; 
we shall only, therefore, observe, in conclu¬ 
sion, that there is scarcely a plate which 
would be more instructive to the student 
than a tolerable description, and there are 
many which would either completely puzzle 
him, or lead him into the grossest errors. 


MEDICAL f^MOTIONS IN THE ARMV. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib, —Considering the very great and 
well-merited influence which your valuable 
Journal has acquired with the public, 1 am 


always sor+y when *nysUtetneofd,«ivotrteg 
more of personal feeling than public good, 
are admitted into its page*. Of tbf« nature 
I consider a letter in your last Number 
from some discontented tneflichl officer, add 
perhaps one too (Were bis merits inquired 
into) little deserving 6f favour of promotion. 
Sir James M'GrigQrmiv have bis partialities 
and favourites in the department, and who, 
in his situation, at the befcd of a large public 
department, would notl 44 But let the devil 
bare his due.” Sir James M'Grigor bad no 
more to do with the promotion of the gen¬ 
tleman whose name ia so improperly intro¬ 
duced by your correspondent than you bad; 
aud as the circumstances connected with 
that promotion are so highly honourable to 
all concerned, I tliink they ought to bo 
generally knowu. 

Mn Jemmett» a gentleman of the high¬ 
est literary aod professional attainments, 
of the moat amiable and accomplished man¬ 
ners, and of the highest character. He 
is the Only son of a gentleman who has 
spent m ore than thirty years in the King’a 
service, and immediately about the person 
of his Majesty, with a devotedness and assi¬ 
duity that have seldom been equalled, and 
which i am sure are duly appreciated where 
they ought to be. Mr. Jemmett, after com¬ 
pleting bis medical education, entered the 
army, nearly six years ago, as an hospital 
mate, and was afterwards removed to the 
1?th dragoons as an assistant-surgeon. He 
had serx’d fully the time specified by the 
regulations ; and, Sir, was n not naturul, 
aye and reasonable, that he should try to 
get promotion as soon as he was eligible! 
and does it not say much for the kind a flec¬ 
tion and goodness of heart, the generous 
and noble conduct of the fxaltfd master, 
that could gladden tlie heart of u faithful 
servant, by what he knew would give the 
greatest joy to him as a parent, while, at 
the same lime, it was rewarding merit sel¬ 
dom to be met with 1 In fact, Sir, l>is Ma¬ 
jesty’s commands were conveyed to Sir 
James M'Grigor, and in a manner that left 
him only obedience ; and all who know Mr. 
Jemmett will agree wiili me iu thinking the 
service ia honoured by his promotion. Your 
correspondent ought to know that the length 
of time a man may have been permitted to 
receive his Majesty’s pay, ofteu affords but 
a very negative claim to further promotion, 
nnd I defy the very worst enemies of Sir 
James M’Grigor to accuse him of having 
kept back any officer of distinguished merit, 
when it was possible to get him provided 
for, even without the aid of any patron ; 
I think I could mention one or two in¬ 
stances in which he has resisted the solici¬ 
tations of a prince ntop.Nr; and many, 
where he has opposed even the recom¬ 
mendation of the commander-in-chief (the 
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ftebnj pfcftft !* m empire) with effect, 
*««* the periont id recommended were 
unworthy;titer* fort let m to just in out 
censure. I own Sir James bo favour, but 
rtlher (he contrary ; tad amonly actuated 
lw a love of juttiea in troubling yon with 
thebe observation*. 

i am, Sir, 

Yoor sincere admirer. 

Fair Plan 

London, OoL $5, J830, 


IlNOULUR RESULT FROM THE EXTERNAL 
VIS OF CORROllVR SVBLXMATI. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—-W ith the following extraordinary 
statement you have my name and address, 
that there may be no doubt as to the correct* 
Bess of the facts related in it. 

A gentleman, slat. circ. 26, applied to m« 
eighteen months since, to furnish him with 
some remedy for certain disagreeable ani¬ 
mals. I directed him to procure a little "white 
precipitate, to rub it up with spermaceti oint¬ 
ment, and to apply the mixture to the infest¬ 
ed neighbourhood. He followed the direc¬ 
tions, and became rid of the nuisance. About 
a fortnight since, however, he discovered 
that a second invasion had takeft place, but, 
on this occasion, forgetting the worda of the 
prescription, he obtained a email packet of 
coiToiivc sublimate, Five grains of this he 
reduced to powder, united with some oleagi- 
nolft substance, salt butter, 1 believe, and 
rubbed the mass briskly in over the whole 
of the lower part of the abdomen, the sjenis 
(saving the glans), the scrotum, ana the 
perineum. He very soon, as may be sup¬ 
posed, suffered the tortures of the dumned, 

and langoage was hardly adequate to describe 
the agony that be endured during the night, 
which wus theft approaching. Being in no 
situation to attempt relief, nothing waa done 
for one or two hours, Bud theft for along 
period a boy waa employed, alternately with 
cold water and flour, to assuage liis suffer¬ 
ing!. By the morning the pain had greatly 
lessened, and shortly after, a tingling Sen¬ 
sation only remained. The entire/mticle of 
the scrotum deenunmated, having first risen 
all over in small blisters, each about the site 
of a grain of wheat, and filled with s pale 
yellow, barely fluid, pus. The torment whs 
most severe iu the testes; these appeared tn 
be consuming hy exposure to fierce flame, 

’Hi© singular result follows. M o further 
symptom ensued, and the circumstance 
might hove been forgotten, but seven days 
after the mistake, upon trying to polish the 
ring on his hand with one of his fingprs, he 
was astonished at discovering au appearance 


of ttertaty on the gold, end preeerffa*# 
bttrtiish the metal all over, he readily:«»» 
vexed the entire surface With a platnjffitf 
quick silver. The circumstance was iromo- 
diately made known to a ii^dieal gentle* 
man present, and the disci of three sot*, 
reighs were also mercurialised. The fol¬ 
lowing morning l chanced to see the party, 
and by rubbing the b&udle of a gold eye* 
glass upon the inner surface of the Arm, 
obtained a similar result. A portion of the 
milled edge of a sovereign was also than 
bo completely costed with menrunr hy 
me, that no glimpse of the gold could be 
seen through it. I immediately made the 
strictest examination into the state of the 
mouth, but not the slightest ptyalism, en¬ 
largement, unusual redness, or looseness of 
the teeth, was discoverable, or had for a 
moment beeu experienced! The health waa 
as usual. There had been no exposure to 
cold air. The diet had been moderate, 
with large quantities of warm diluent fluid. 
The general personal appearance woa pre¬ 
cisely what it had been for a long time. My 
experiment was made on Thursday the 21st 
instant. I simply place these facts on 
record, and remain, 

Sir, most faithfully yours, 

M. 

London, Oct. 25th, 1830. 


NOTE FROM MR. IIXC. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—Mr.Earle having mentioned tome, 
tliBt the report of one of my speeches made 
ou the hustings in reply to Mr. Baker at the 
Inte election for coroner, contains expres¬ 
sions which lie considers injurious to the 
character of the hospital surgeons, 1 lose no 
tine in explaining that I did not intend to 
cast any imputation upon their private con¬ 
duct. My observations were directed against 
the syBtem of electing medical and surgical 
officers to our hospitals, which 1 consider 
unjust, and which, as far as my experience 
goes, they patronise. I shall feel obliged 
by the immediate insertion of this commu¬ 
nication, and have the honour to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 

T. Kino. 

10, Hanover Street, Hanover Square, • 
Thursday October 28th. 


QUACKERY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 
Sir,—Y ou must not believe that the suc¬ 
cess of quackery in the practice of physic it 



QUADRUPED CHILD. 


United to the atmosphere of tbe metropolis, 
or even to that of England ; it is most suc- 
cessful evraton, hot not altogether with* 
out Uve aid of the law of primogeniture, an 
Ute ladies of rank and fortune in thia neigh* 
bourhood are.tt is said, the only females 
who have “justly appreciated and hand¬ 
somely rewarded the extraordinary powers *' 
of the Laliincb professor. Pray insert, with 
all its typographical embellishments, the 
following delicate morceau, upon which 
credulity in the upper ranks has long fed 
most luxuriously, and happily moat losingly. 

Yours faithfully, 

Cuit. 

44 To the Ladies of Lsuimch, &c. 

41 The celebrated Mr. EDWARD O'CON¬ 
NELL DUNNE begs leave to inform the 
Ladies of Lahineh, and its ricinitr, from 
the age of FIFTEEN to SEVENTY, 
that lie lias in his possession an agreeable 
preparation which has been found upon 
trial most efficacious in cases of barrenness , 
ifc. to cause the immediate pucr cation 
of children !!! 

44 The present is an advantage which does 
not frequently occur, it is therefore request¬ 
ed that a speedy applicatiou be made, as 
Professor DUNNE is about setting off for 
Bath and Cheltenham, where bis extraor¬ 
dinary powers have been duly appreciated 
arid handsomely rewarded. 

“ N.B. This fructifying preparation may 
be had of Professor DUNNE, by a private 
and personal application at his Lodgings.” 


DESCRIPTION’ OF A LIVING QUADRUPED 
CHILD. 

At the sitting of the Academic des Sci¬ 
ences, on the 6th of September, a child with 
four feet was presented by Madame Hen, 
midwife, who had been present at ita birth. 
The following is an extract from the report 
of M. Geoffroy St. Hilaire on thia curious 
phenomenon:— 

The child is of the male sex, and was 
born at Paris on the 4th of July last; both 
parents are well formed, and have several 
children, none of whom are deformed in any¬ 
way. The mother being rather of lively 
temperament, has frequently exerted herself 
greatly in her usual occupations, but doe* 
not recollect ttfat this hud been particularly 
the case jtarnifc her last pregnancy, which 
was regular, except that from the beginning 
to the fifth mouth, she was subject to a 
alight discharge of mucus and blood. The 
child was born iu due time after a natural 


labour. Iu monitweity oommU in th* 
lower extremities Wing double ; the Mbia 
is regularly formed, but there if evidently 
a tendency towards the formation of a 
double pelvis, there Wing between the coc¬ 
cyx sod the left half of the pelvis an osseous 
rudiment by which the sacral bone aud the 
coccyx is pushed towards the right, and 
which may be considered to represent the 
additional iliac and iachialie bones in aa 
atrophic state. The heads of tlw supernu¬ 
merary thigh-bones are iu the same sockets 
as the natural ones, uud consequently oo 
close to them, that though the thigh-bones 
are distinctly double, the thighs down to 
the knee are simple. From the knee, how¬ 
ever, the monstrosity is more striking, the 
additional limbs being perfectly separated 
from the regular ones. The left additional leg 
is anchylosed, and united to the regular one 
at a right angle ; it is directed towards tbe 
right, aud this is also the case with the foot, 
so that the external ancle is turned down¬ 
ward*. Tbe right additional leg is shorter 
and more closely united to the regular one; ita 
direction is the reverse of that of the left, but 
it is more naturally formed, and has five toes, 
while tbe left has only two. Both legs seem 
to be immoveable. Between the two nutu- 
ral nates there is a third over the rudiment 
of tbe additional pelvis; the anus is nearly 
below tbe middle of the third buttock, aud 
the scrotum between tbe two left thighs ; 
the testicles have not yet descended. There 
are besides three cicatrices visible on the 
additions! extremities, one longitudinal at 
the upper middle portion of the third but¬ 
tock, another transverse on the thigh, qpd 
a third circular one on the left additional 
foot. 

Though the occurrence of four lower or 
upper extremities, or both together, is not 
very rare, there exist but very few instances 
of the subjects affected with these monstro¬ 
sities having lived, and in this sense the 
above case is very remarkable, the child 
being in good health aud likely to do well. 
Some analogous cases are, however, related 
by medical authors; and M. Geoffroy gave 
a short enumeration of them; Aldrevandus, 
in his book De Monstris, mentions several 
instances of quadruped children, and gives, 
at page M3, the figure of one of them which 
eras born at Rome ; he also describes seve¬ 
ral case, of quadruped birds, some of wiiich 
had eren the power of using their addi¬ 
tional legs. The Hecueil des Ecurts de la 
Nature contains also the description of a 
quadruped chicken, the supernumerary lega 
being short and deformed ; and that of a 
pigeon which used ail four legs indiscrimi¬ 
nately. There exists at' this moment at 
Eiampes a chicken, wiiich is perfectly 
analogous to the above case,being provided 
with two thighs but having four thigh- 



ERYSIPELAS ATTB 

hqnei, tad, b«4«* tlw tiro natural 
tiro acc*«#orr omit which are ancbylowd; 
in a goose slio, from the collection at the 
Jardin da Plante*, the mom anomaly u 
observed, but only on one aide. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

ERYSIPELAS AFTER ARTERIOTOMY. 

John Sherlock, aetat. 35, was admitted 
into Luke’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 

| Vincent, on Friday the 1st of October. 

The upper and lower lid* of the left eye 
were very much swelled, and of a brownish 
red hue; the left aide of the forehead and 
noae, and the whole of the left cheek, were 
affected in the tame manner. A partial view 
only of the eye could be obtained, the con* 
junctiva of which appeared slightly inflamed; 
he complained of severe burning pain in the 
inflamed parts; skin hot and dry ; tongue 
white and furred; pulae 100, and rather 
hard j bowels constipated. 

He states that, about two years and a half 
f since, be was suddenly seized with a numb¬ 
ness of the leftside of his tongue, which, in 
a few hours, extended to the face, bead, 
arm, and leg of that side. This sensation, 
after remaining throe or four days, left him, 
and then the arm and leg of the right side 
became similarly affected ; this attack lasted 
about five weeks. In a few days after¬ 
wards lie experienced “ a dull pain” ex¬ 
tending from the vertex towards the ear 
of the left side, which atill continues. Since 
the accession of this pain, the left side of 
the face has been repeatedly affected with 
numbness similar to what he experienced in 
the first instance.; lie has also been subject 
ever since to loss of memory. He has been 
k under the cure of many medical men, has 
taken a great deal of medicine, and has beeu 
repeatedly bled from the arm, but lias never 
experienced the slightest relief. 

He came to the casualty ward of this hos¬ 
pital on the 24th of September, and com¬ 
plained of severe pain in the left aide of hti 
beat!; he had been advised by an eminent 
medical man of the city to have some blood 
taken from his temporal artery; his pulse 
being quick and rather full, the dresser 
opened the temporal artery of the left side, 
and took from it six ounces of blood, which 
produced syncope. Alter he bad recovered 
from his faintness, which lasted about two 
minutes, be expressed himself as being very 
much relieved. The artery was then divided 
and secured in the manuer recommended 
by Mr. Aleock. A dose of the mist. semi, 
comp, was given to him, and he left the hos¬ 
pital. 

Oa the 30 ih of September be again ap- 


R ARTERIOTOMY. 

pMWd « til. tmkf -tri »lth » j£ght 
degree of redness end swelling of the Uppfc ; 
lid of tbe left eye ; e dote of tMoM-matiiiajM’ 
was given him, aod a breed and water poul¬ 
tice ordered to be applied to the ibImmL 
lid, end be tgaift left the hospital. Oft the 
following day be re to rued ra tbe stele al¬ 
ready described. To here t powder imme¬ 
diately of 

Ipecacuanha, r. grs; 

Calomel, v. grs; 

Jalap, xxv grs ; 

Saline draught, jij; 

Solution tartar emetic , y. 

This mixture to be taken every fourth 
hour. 

Fomentations to the inflamed parts, and 
afterwards a hread-end-water poultice.Milk 
diet. 

Oct. 2. The redness aud (welling have 
extended to the forehead and scalp of the 
left side ; bowels have been freely purged ; 
akin hot and dry; tongue furred ; pulse 100 
and hard. Saline mixture, with a drachm 
and a half of solution of tartar emetic, to be 
continued every second hour. Continue fo¬ 
mentations and poultice. 

Oct. S. Veaications have appeared since 
yesterday in the lids of the left eye; the 
redness and swelling now occupy the whole 
of the forehead, and have extended to the 
lids of the right eye. The skin is still hot 
aud dry; pulse and tongue the same as 
yesterday; bowels not relieved since Fri¬ 
day. The pain in the inflamed part is very 
severe. 

R Jalap, gr. xxv ; 

Ipecacuanha, gr. viij ; 5 

Calomel, gr. vi, to be taken im¬ 
mediately. 

Continue the saline draught, with jiij of 
aol. tart. emit, every third hour, 10 com- 
meuce in two hours. Continue fomenta¬ 
tions and poultice. 

Oct. 4. He says that the powder purged 
him very much, aud made him very sick ; 
the nausea was increased hv the first dose of 
antimony, and he remained very sick for 
about four hours, when a profuse perspira¬ 
tion broke out, and continued till this morn¬ 
ing ; his skin is now cool and moist; pulse 
80 and soft; tbe inflamed parts arc not so 
much swelled, aud are of a much fainter 
hue; he says he feels quite comfortable. 
Ordered to take the saline mixture and an¬ 
timony every six hours. Continue fomenta¬ 
tions aud poultice. 

Oct. 5. Very much bette; in every re¬ 
spect. Ordered to diaoonLii* te the medi¬ 
cine. * 

Oct. 6. The vesication* have hurst, and 
the integuments beneaih are occupied by 
numerous email sloughs; be is improving 
fast. 



DIFFUSED ANEURISM. 


Oet 8. The itopgta hire separated, and 
the redness and swelling have nearly sub* 
tided. 

Oct.If. He haa bad no haadach, loss of 
aemoty ,or numbneae.aince thebleeding From 
the temporal aytery. The redness and swell- 
ftg bare entirely subsided ; bia appetite is 
good, and the several functions are now 
regularly performed. He says he feels 
much better than be has ever done since 
the first attack. 

Oct. 16- Dismissed cured. 

In this case there are two points particu¬ 
larly worthy of attention: the first is, the 
conjunctiva remained entirely unaffected, 
While all the surrounding parts, including 
both palpebra,were occupied by the erysipe¬ 
latous inflammation ; the second is the su¬ 
pervention of the erysipelas on the operation 
of arteriotomy, performed according to Mr. 
Alcock’s directions, namely, by dividing 
the artery after a sufficient quantity of 
blood was abstracted, and then applying 
ligature* to the divided vessel*. 


HOSPITAL SHIP “ GRAMPUS.” 

CASE OF DIFFUSED AXBUBUM. 
Communicated by Mr. Bennett, Assistant 
Surgeon. 

John Morgan, selat. 3‘t, seaman, was ad¬ 
mitted on board thi* hospital on the 28th 
Sopt. 1830. His appearance emaciated and 
exsanguine ; his countenance sallow and 
anxious. He complained of pain in the situ¬ 
ation of a tumour, about fourteen inches in 
circumference, occupying the lower third 
and inner side of the right thigh, presenting 
its greatest bulk in that situation, and gra¬ 
dually decreasing forwards to the ham and 
outer aide of the thigh. The circumference 
of the tumour had a defined, hardened, mar¬ 
gin ; the summit was tense, elastic, and 
gave to the touch an evident sense of fluc¬ 
tuation; the integumenti retained their na¬ 
tural colour; the leg was somewhat edema¬ 
tous, aud remained flexed, without the 
power of extension. The patient denied 
that any morbid appearance, or uneasiness, 
bad existed in the part previous to seven 
weeks since, when, without assignable cause, 
the whole leg and foot became swelled and 
tense, and ultimately “ settled” into (he 
present tumour. Lpon tire most careful 
examination no pulsation could be detected 
in the enlarged surface, except to a slight 
degree iu that position which lay immediately 
over the seat-Xf the popliteal artery. Pres¬ 
sure obfitrtictmg the passage of blood through 
the femoral artery produced no diminution 
in the bulk of the tumour, nor could any 
•ouud be detected upon application of the 


stethoscope. The patient had M rtcollM* 
tion of any pulsating tumour having evfr 
appeared in the haul. He h*3 had some 
severe rigours, and evidently suffered much 
constitutionally- Under these doubtful cir¬ 
cumstances the limb was placed on a pil¬ 
low, resting on its outer side, and the eva¬ 
porating lotion applied. On the 29th, the 
tumour being in no way diminished, but 
rather more tenae, the necessity faeotma 
apparent of settliug the question whether 
the tumour wss occasioned by a collection 
of matter, or by disease of a mote serious 
character. Preparations were, therefore, 
made to secure the femoral artery, should 
the tumour prove aneurismol upon intro¬ 
ducing a lancet into its substance. Thia 
was done to the depth of an inch in a val¬ 
vular direction, but with no other result 
than the escape of a few drops of dark 
blood. Thia attempt to ascertain the trae 
nature of the disease having failed, adhesive 
plaster was placed over the puncture, and 
the limb restored to a state of rest, without 
(iny appearance of a disposition to luemor- 
rbsge. ' 

On the 30th, at noon, the patient having 
moved the limb roughly, ana placed it over 
the aid* of his be#, about an ounce of fluid 
blood, unattended* by arterial jet, passed 
from the aperture made in the tumour the 
day previous, and was easily checked by 
placing the limb in a quiet position, and by 
alight pressure with lint. The two follow¬ 
ing days were passed without any change 
in the appearance of the tumour, with the 
exception of a alight apparent extension 
towards the upper pert of the thigh. A 
probe introduced into the lancet-orifice in 
die tumour, passed its entire length in every 
direction without reaiatance and without 
hemorrhage. 

On the 3d Oct., the swelling had extended 
considerably up the thigh, occupying its 
lower half, wax much more teuae at its ori¬ 
ginal seat, and gave a more evident sgnae 
of fluctuation immediately above the patella. 
Under these circumstances Dr. Dobson, 
principal surgeon \o Greenwich Hospital, 
who attendee ip consultation ou the case, 
declared his opinion, that, taking into Con¬ 
sideration the enfeebled powers of the pa¬ 
tient, and the mafs of disease in which the 
parts were evidently involved, the removal 
of the limb gave the only chance of re¬ 
covery to the patient; and be having given 
hia conaent, amputation was performed on 
lb|, same day by Mr. Bennett, aasistant- 
surgeon to the hospital, in the presence of 
Dr. Dobson and Air. Gilchrist. The limb 
was removed at the upper third of tbo 
thigh by the circular incision ; ubout eight 
or ten ounces of blood were lost during the 
operation; ligatures were placed on the 
femoral, profunda, and three minor arteries. 



Porioitte^mtiwtiMpwJTOi n nwli 
•xhsusttd, too ftqfttlM thi froqwnt exhi¬ 
bition of attentate, When removed to bed, 
bit pul#* w« feeble end thin cold; U* 
spoke cheerfully, end appeared gratified w 
haviqg bit the ce«M of bit iqflferuig. Half 
• drachm apt. immon. arom., aad forty 
drops of laudanum, gives injawdiataly after 
the operation, were iwtantly romited, wd 
vomiting continued troublesome for some 
hours. By the application of a mustard 
cataplasm nod bottles of hot water to the 
epigastrium, with the exhibition of pil. opii, 
combined with but • email quantity of fluid, 
tb« stomach became tranquil, and retained 
beef-tea, with arrow-root and wine, given at 
abort intervals. During the night reaction 
took place to some extent, the akin became 
warmer, and the pulse rose; he slept at 
intervals, and expressed himself free from 
pain, 

At six a.n, on the 4th, he appeared to 
have tallied considerably, and expressed a 
with for some tea and bread, of which hf 
took a small quantity. At nine ^.sf.a stgj* 
of collapse came on, aud in two hours ho 
expired. 

Upon examination of the removed limb, 
between two aud three pints of dark blood, 
partly coagulated nud partly fluid, were 
found occupying the lower half of the thigh, 
nearly insulating the tower third of the shaft 
of the femur, which to the extent of four 
inches wus denuded of periosteum, and pre¬ 
sented u houeycomb uppearanc*. The chief 
volume of effused bipod occupied the situa¬ 
tion of the muscles (which were nearly 
absorbed), and in many parw was in contact 
with the integuments, chiefly so imme¬ 
diately above the patella. Upon pursuing 
the examination, a fine aneurism*] mc, about 
the size of a pullet's egg, evidently formed 
by a dilatation of the three structures of the 
artery, was found on the anterior surface of 
the popliteal artery; the a*o, at its upper 
third and anterior surface, was rent to the 
extent of two inches in a transverse direc¬ 
tion. Immediately above the torn aac, and 
externally, appearing to form a portion of it, 
was a second dilatation of the artery form¬ 
ing a sac, the size of a small walnut, lined 
with a thick layer of coagulura, and commu¬ 
nicating with the larger and torn sac by an 
opening in size not exceediug a third p i the 
natural calibre of the femoral artery. The 
cellular tissue of the leg and foot was loaded 
with sor um. 

i 

Inspectio CaAwerii. 

Enlargement of the heart, with general 
thinness of its muscular structure. The 
fight kidney was placed immediately over 
the common iliac vessels of the same aide. 
Other viscera were natural. 


ivqum g# mu tunituu , ■‘ 
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mx, m the body M T. JCiaMor, Km&jg 
Cornwall Terrace, Ewent'i Park. Wm 
peirqd ftp m the tvidme, tbit the 
ceased hid retired to rtit on thi pfevioO| 
Tuesday apparently in hi* wni itee of 
health, bur that on the morning of fVednef- 
day, not rising at the accustomed hour, the 
man-servant, upon entering the chamber, 
found his master stretched upon the bed, to 
all appearance a corpse. His first impulse 
was to seek for medical aid, and haring met 
Dr. J, Patterson, that gentleman, upon so* 
coinpanying him to the house, found Mr. 
Kinnear dead iu hie bed, and f surgeon with 
him. 

A Juror.—Cm you tell the cause of his 
death. Dr. Patterson 1 

Dr. Patterson.—It ia impossible, without 
a minute examination of the body. There 
were no appearances to indicate the cause of 
death; and 1 have no hesitation in saying, 
as an experienced physician, that the ob¬ 
scurity of the case renders a rigid investi¬ 
gation necessary. 

Aft. Love grove, the surgeon, said he was 
called in, and (bund Mr. Kinaetr quite dead. 
He could form no judgment as to the cause 
of death. 

By the Coroner .—I have no reason to be¬ 
lieve that he died by any other means than 
the visitation of God, but 1 have had no 
means of ascertaining. 

A juror expressed his opinion that the 
body ought lo be opened. 

Dr. Patterson said, that in his opinion it 
was highly necessary—in feet it was indis¬ 
pensable to enable the jury to come to a 
right conclusion. He was a magistrate as 
well os a physician, and knew somethin/ of 
legal inquiries, and he would say boldly, 
that without a minute examination of the 
body, the inquisitiou would be a mere 
nullity. 

The corouer and jury then proceeded to 
view the body, and on their return, Dr. Pat¬ 
terson was again questioned, and said, the 
appearances could not possibly enable any 
medical nan to state the cause of death, 
since they might Irave been produced by 
various mortal diseases. 

The room was then cleared of all but the 
jury, and the result of their deliberations 
was declared in a written paper, in the fol¬ 
lowing terms“ That the jurymen were of 
opinion that the body should be npened in 
the presence of Dr. P&Ueisoo and the parish 
surgeon, and any other medical, man whom 
the family might choose to appoint.” 

A solicitor, who had beeu present from 
the commencement of the proceedings, sub¬ 
mitted to the corona whether there was any- 
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thing pwrtd which coaid call for or warrant 
Waft *n order. 

The faraman of the jury (Edward King, 
Esq., of $4, Baker-street, Portmau-aquare) 
said, that he and his brother jurymen were 
assembled to inquire upon oath into the 
oauio of Mr. Kinnear’s death, and lie hum¬ 
bly conceived they were entitled to demand 
the best evidence. How else could they 
satisfy their own consciences, or the ends 
of public justice! 

The solicitor sgain urged that in law the 
coroner alone had the right to order toe dis- 
section, and begged he would withhold that 
order in the present instance, aa it was not 
proved to be necessary. 

Mr. Stirling said, that if it wsa the una¬ 
nimous wish of the jury, he certainly should 
not withhold the order, aud he finally di¬ 
rected the body to be opened, and the in¬ 
quest was then adjourned until Saturday 
evening at eight o’clock. 

The presence of a reporter was objected 
to at the commencement by the solicitor, 
but the coroner refused to interfere. 

On Saturday evening the jury sgain as¬ 
sembled, when Dr. Patterson presented the 
following report of the post mortem exami¬ 
nation of the body of the deceased:— 

11 After a minute aud careful examination 
of the cavities of the body—viz. the chest, 
the abdomen, aud the head, the chief mor¬ 
bid appearances that were observed are, an 
effusion of blood into the right and left cavi¬ 
ties of the chest, amounting to about six 
ounces on the one aide, and seven on the 
other, and a largo accumulation of putrid 
blood in the stomach, mixed with its con¬ 
tents—half-digested food. The blood-ves¬ 
sels of the brain appeared more turgid than 
usual; these appearances on the head, how¬ 
ever, were not sufficient to account for death. 
Upon mature considerotion, the cause of the 
death of Thomas Kinnear, Esq., appears to 
us to have been the rupture of a blood¬ 
vessel on the stomach. 

“ James Patterson, M.D. 

George G. Sigmond, M.D. 

William Lovegrove, Surgeon. 

Alexander Watkins, Surgeon, 

A. Hamilton, Surgeon. 

J. Pelham Buck!and, Surgeon/ 

The jury returned a verdict— 14 Died by 
the visitation of God.” 


LITERACY INTELLIGENCE. 

.!•»» 

^Dr. Gordon Smith is preparing for publi¬ 
cation an abstractor Professor Chamber's 
work on Judiciary Necrotomy. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received 
from A Surgeon—Anonymous—A Constant 
Reader—P. R,—An Invalid Subscriber to 
Tun Lanckt— Ur. Weetherill. 

A. We are well aware of the mean and 
petty tricks, and whenever we have been 
enabled to notice them, our animadversions 
have not been withheld. 

A Constant Reader . Thanks. He will 
perceive that his hint has been anticipated. 

A Medical Student. There are not any 
delivered in tbo summer which are “ recog¬ 
nised ” by the College of Surgeons. Two 
courses, as described, are not sufficient. It 
is now required that two winters should be 
devoted to surgical lectures. It is a heart¬ 
less system of plunder. 

Mr. E. Brant. No. 

A Medical Pupil. Mr. Waller. 

Herodoioph Hus. The difference between 
&e heads of the two nations is considerable, 
end has been mentioned, we think, purlieu 
larly by Blumenbacb and Kicherand. The 
cause of the difference, as stated by Herodo¬ 
tus, is not devoid of reason. 

An Inquirer. No; he would be liable 
to the penalties named in the Act. 

G.E.E. will find in page No. 369, of 
The Lancet, the information be requires. 

Machaon. The probationary treatment, 
and the terms of the indentures, can alone 
determine the legal usage. There is no ab¬ 
stract unconditional law by which obedi¬ 
ence to such practices can be enforced. 

Castigator, in reply to the sneers of the 
'* base Green Dub,” directed against the 
great mass of the English medical practi¬ 
tioners, next week. 

Tbo letters which we receive weekly 
would occupy more than two entire num¬ 
bers of our Journal; a very great portion, 
therefore, are unavoidably omitted. This 
omission, however, does not ultimately pre ¬ 
judice professional or public interests, be¬ 
cause we generally avail ourselves, in gome 
way or other, of nil those facts and argu¬ 
ments, the publication of which may appear 
likely to benefit the public. This statement 
will be sufficient to explain to many valu¬ 
able contributors, why their various com¬ 
munications have not been inserted. Cor¬ 
respondents should he informed, that from 
the nature of the arrangements for publish¬ 
ing a Journal of this description, so many 
thousands of which have to be folded, 
stitched, and ready for delivery by twelve 
o’clock on every Friday, there con be little 
chance of obtaining the insertion, in the 
** cwrent Number, of letters consisting of 
more than a few lines, unless they are re¬ 
ceived at the office, on or before Tuesday in 
each week. 
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PRACTICAL C03IMENTAR1ES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES | 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

MURIATIC AND OXALIC ACIDf.4 

In the subsequent observations we shall 
, pursue the same order as, that observed in 
the previous article. W* shall corameoce 
with Dr. Christisou’s remarks on the muria¬ 
tic or hydro-chloric acid. 

‘‘Concentrated hydrochloric acid is at 
once known by its peculiar vapour or fumes, 
and still more delicately by the white fumes 
formed wheu its vapour comes in contact 
with ammoniacal gas. This test is applied 
by simply bringing near one another the 
open mouths of two bottles which contain 
the two substances. The yellow colour 
which ii usually possesses is not essential. 

“ in its diluted stale ilia recognised with 
extreme delicacy by means of the nitrate of 
silver, which forms a dense whit® precipi¬ 
tate: a similar precipitate, however, is 
caused by the sam« teat, with many other 
acids at:d their salts. The best method of 
determining the true nature of the precipi¬ 
tate for the purposes of medics! jurispru¬ 
dence, is to collect it on a filter and then to 
dry it and heat it in a tube. It fusee under 
the point of redness, ami unlike all the other 
white salts of silver, remains at a red heat 
uudecomposed, and, on cooling, forms n 
translucent mass which cuts like horn. 

“The effects of mixture on the tests for 
hydrochloric acid have not been particularly 
examined. On the whole they will not pre¬ 
vent the testa being applied, but they will 
render the results doubtful, because very 
' many organic substances, and particularly 
the mixture of fouil nod secretion in the 
fttoniaoh, naiurallv contain the muriate of 
6oda. Fortunately this is a matter of little 
y...cunsequeuce, for hydrochloric acid very 

e ‘ Mo. a?;.. 
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rarely comes under the cognizance of the 
medical jurist as a poison. ” 

These directions require but little com¬ 
ment. As far as the contents of the stomach 
are concerned, no chemical evidence can 
ever be of value, since not only the muri¬ 
ates but Ike free add itself has been de¬ 
tected by Prout, Tiedemann, Gmelin, and 
others, in the secretions of that organ. The 
morbid appearances alone therefore are to 
be takeu into consideration. Neither is the 
evidence of free muriatic acid of any value, 
aa regards vomited matters, in suspected 
cases, where recovery has taken place, and 
no morbid appearances can be observed, 
since in the acid eructationa arising in dy¬ 
spepsia and pyrosis, the muriatic acid has 
been recognised. 

1 he case is, however, very different as far 
as regards a portion of liquid remaining in the 
unmixed condition, and here the appearances 
Dr. Christisou describes are scarcely ex¬ 
plained with adequate preciseness. The 
test of the ammoniacal vapour is certainly 
not sufficient by itself, as any one may prove 
by exposing strong nitric, sulphuric, or 
acetic acids to the same reagent, when a 
similar white vapour, though in a le3ser de¬ 
gree, will be immediately formed. A por¬ 
tion of the acid should therefore be diluted, 
and to one part be added nitrate of silver, 
to a second nitrate of baryta: if a precipitate 
occurs in the former and not in the latter, 
the evidence of muriatic acid cannot be dis¬ 
puted, for reasons sufficiently apparent. A 
case may also occur, in which the subject of 
examination is n vessel which has been in¬ 
verted, and to all appearance emptied of its 
contents, and from which only the minute 
quantity described in the first article on sul¬ 
phuric acid cau he obtained by the aid of 
the capillary tube. From this the nitTalo of 
silver will procure a precipitate, but cer¬ 
tainly not sufficient to demonstrate the for- 
0 , 
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mation of the horn silver, in the manner Dr. 
Christiaan describes. Most other authorities 
direct the examination of this 'precipitate 
byita solubility in ammonia, a circumstance 
which Dr. Christison does not notice at all, 
possibly because the tartrate and phosphate 
are similarly affected. There is one pro¬ 
perty, however, which, coupled with the 
effect of ammonia, is quite sufficient to give 
certain proof; namely, the insolubility of the 
chloride in nitric acid. The minute precipi¬ 
tate we have alluded to, should therefore 
be dissolved in a drop of caustic ammonia, 
and an excess of pure nitric acid added, when 
the chloride of silver will be again preci¬ 
pitated, un action which would not take 
place with any other ammoniaca! solution of 
that aubstauce. 

The analysis of stains will usually afford 
a sufficient quantity of chloride to form the -j 
homy mass, and in this instance the evidence ] 
is more satisfactory, inasmuch as a compara- J 
tive analysis may be instituted on a sound] 
portion of the some materials, and the dif* 
ference in quantity be accurately observed. 

The testing of the solubility of the preci¬ 
pitate on a very minute scale, we should 
recommend to be performed on a watch 
crystal in preference to a tuhe. The nitric 
acid employed, should be previously exam¬ 
ined by the addition of a little nitrate of j 
silver, to rid it of the muriatic acid which it 
usually contains. 

Dr. Christison next cursorily notices poi¬ 
soning by phosphorus and chlorine, but ns 
he proposes no method for the detection of J 
these, we shall not eater on their considers- j 
tion, until we shall have commented on all j 
the processes he describes; we shall then, in 
a supplementary article, advance original! 
methods by which such poisons as he passes ] 
over may be detected. We also pass by; 
iodine aad tbe bydriodate of potash, as itj 
happens that these have been already fully j 
noticed - ™ this Journal by a correspondent, j 
We now proceed to the consideration of the 
oxalic acid. 1 Lis subject Dr. Christison has 
himself investigated, and every line of the 
subsequent quotation, is deserving of the 
most serious attention. 

** Oxafic acid is commonly in small crys- 
ttls of the form of flattened six-sided prisms,! 
transparent, colourless, free of odour, very I 
livid to the taste, and permanent in the air. j 
Two other common vegetable acids, the j 


citric and tartaric acids, differ Iron the 
oxalic in being seldom regularly crystallised, 
and never in line prisma. In general ap¬ 
pearance it resembles the sulphate of mag¬ 
nesia, for which it baa been so often and so 
fatally mistaken. 

“In determining the medico-legal testa 
for oxalic acid, it will be sufficient to con¬ 
sider it in two states,—dissolved in water, 

; and mixed with the contents of the stomach 
land intestines or vomited matter. If the 
substance submitted to examination is in 
a solid state, the lirst stpp is to convert it 
into a solution. In the form of solution its na- 
i ture may be satisfactorily determined by the 
following process. The acidity of the fluid 
is lirst to be established by its effect on lit¬ 
mus paper. Tins being done, the reagents 
might be applied at ouce. But it is better 
to neutralize the acid previously with any 
alkali, for then they act with greater deli¬ 
cacy. The remainder of the process con¬ 
sequently applies not only to bxalic acid 
itself, but also to the soluble oxalates, which 
will presently be proved to be likewise active 
poisons. Tbe tests are the hydrochlorate 
(muriate) of lime, sulphate of copper, aud 
tfitrale of silver. 

“ Hydrochlorate of lime causes a white 
precipitate, the oxalate of lime, which is 
dissolved on the addition of a drop or two 
of nitric acid, and is not dissolved when 
similarly treated with hydrochloric acid, 
unless the acid is used in very large pro¬ 
portion. The solubility of the oxalcte of 
lime in nitric acid, distinguishes the pre¬ 
cipitate from the sulphate of lime, which 
the present teat might throw down from 
s liutiom* of the sulphates. The insolubility 
of the oxalate of lime in hydrochloric acid, 
on the other hand, distinguishes the preci¬ 
pitate from the tartrate, citrate, carbonate, 
and phosphate of lime, w hich the test might 
throw down from any solution containing a 
salt of these acids. Tbe last four precipi¬ 
tates are re-dissolved by a drop or two of 
hydrochloric acid; hut the oxalate is not 
taken up till a large quantity of that acid is 
added. 

“ Sulphate of copper causes a hlueish- 
white precipitate, which is not re-dissolved 
on the addition of a few drops of hydrochlo¬ 
ric acid. The precipitate is the oxalate of 
copper j it is re-dissolved by a large propor¬ 
tion of hydrochloric acid. This test does 
not precipitate the sulphates, bydrochlo- 
rates, nitrates, tartrates, citrates; but with 
the carbonates and phosphates it forms pre¬ 
cipitates, resembling the oxalate of copper. 
The oxalate, however, is distinguished from 
the curhinate and phosphate of copper, by 
not being re-dissolved on the addition of a 
few drops of hydrochloric add. 

“ SUrate of silver causes u dense white 
precipitate, the oxalate of silver, which, 
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when collected on ft filter, dried, and heated, under consideration; but changes of Stall 
becomes brown on the edge, then fulminates greater consequence are effected in tbs poi- 
faintly, and is dispersed. The object of the son, by exhibiting antidotes during life. It 
supplementary teat of fulmination, is to dis- is now, I believe, generally known, since 
tinguisli the oxalate of silver from the num- the researches of Dr. Thomson and those of 
berless other white precipitates, which are Dr.Coindet and myself, that the proper an- 
thrown down by the nitrate of silver from tidotes for oxalic acid are magnesia and 
solutions of other salts. The property of chalk. Each of these forma an ioaoluble 
fulmination, which is very characteristic, oxalate, so that if either bad been given in 
requires, for security’s sake, a word or two sufficient quantity, no oxalic acid will ro¬ 
ot explanation in regard to the effect of hent ruuiu in solution, and the proof of the pre- 
on the citrate and tartrate of silver. The senco of the poison, must be sought for in 
citrate when heated, becomes altogether the solid content* of the stomach, or solid 
brown, froths up, and then deflagrates, dis- matters of vomiting. The following process 
charging white fumes, and leaving an abun- for detecting the poison will apply to all the 
dnnt ash-grey, coarsely filuous, crumbly re- alterations which it may thus have under- 


heat, becomes pure white, being then pure 
silver. The citrate ulso becomes brown end 
froths up, but does not even deflagrate, 
white fumes are discharged, snd there is left 
behind a botryoidal mass, which, like the 
residue from the citrate, becomes put® sil¬ 
ver when heated Ao redness. Another dft- 
tinction between the oxidate aud farttate is, 
that the former is permanent at the tempe¬ 
rature of ebullition, while the latter becomes 
brown. The preceding process or combina¬ 
tion of tears will he amply sufficient tor 
proving the presence of oxalic acid, free or 
combined, in any fluid which does not con¬ 
tain animal or vegetable principles. 

“ Of the modifications which nre rendered 
necessary by the admixture of such princi¬ 
ples, none are of any cousequouce, except 
those ucquired in the case of an analysis of 
the contents of the ulimentary canal or mat¬ 
ters of vomiting. Hrre n word or two must 
be primmed on the changes which the poi¬ 
son <m»y umleigo, in consequence of being 
mingled with other substances in the sto¬ 
mach or intestines. There may either be 
organic principles contained in the body, or 
substances introduced iuto the body as anti¬ 
dotes.” 

“ As to animal principles, Ur. Coindet 
and l have proved, that oxulic acid ha* 
not any elretnical action with any of the 
common animal principles, except gels 
tine, which it rapidly dissolves, and that 
this solution is a peculiar hind, not being 
accompanied with uny decomposition either 
of the ucidorthegelntiue. Consequently ox¬ 
alic acid, bo fur ns it concerns the tissues of 
the stomach or its ordinary contents, is not 
altered in chemical form, and remains solu¬ 
ble in water. In such a solution, however, 
« variety of soluble principles are contained, 
which would cause abundant precipitates 
| with two of the tests of the process—’mil- 
I phut* of copper and nitrate of silver ; so 
that the oxalates of these metals could tint 
possibly he exhibited in their charuct-riaiic 
forms. The process for a pure solution, 
therefore, is inapplicable to the mixtures 


'* The first object is to procure a solution. 
If an antidote has not been given, the con¬ 
tents and tissues, or vomited matter, are to 
be boiled, distilled water being added if 
required ; the acid ia then to be neutralized 
with potass, aud the whole filtered. If mag¬ 
nesia or chalk has been given cs an antidote, 
the insoluble matter is to be separated by 
filtration, aud boiled for twenty minutes in a 
solution of carbonate of potass, in eighteen 
or twenty parts of water. A double inter¬ 
change of elements takes plaoe between a 
part of the carbonate of potass, and a part 
of the oxalate of lime or magnesia, and in 
consequence, some carbonate of lime or mag¬ 
nesia is thrown down, while some oxalate of 
potass will be found in solution. The fluid 
after filtration is to be acidulated with pure 
nitric acid, oxalic acid being now in volution, 
whatever may have been its original state ; 
the next sti'p is to separate it from the ani¬ 
mal and vegetable matter dissolved along 
with it. 1 have tried various plans for this 
purpose, but have found none to answer bo 
well n» precipitation with the muriate of 
hme, so as to procure tyi oxalate of lime, 
which, after being well washed, is to by de¬ 
composed by boiling it in & solution of car¬ 
bonate of potass, as before. An oxalate of 
potass will again be found in solution. The 
excess of alkali ia finally to be neutralized 
with nitric acid. The fluid ia now to be 
tested with the three reagents for the pure 
solution of oxalic acid.” 

hi this aeries of experiments, Dr. Chris- 
tison is entirely original, and little can be 
j added, either in the way of comment or’alte- 
| ration, t.) that part which relates to the pro- 
; parties of the arid in pure solution. We 
; have omitted in the quotation bis observa- 
! lions on the distinguishing properties oftlcv 
1 oxalic m id, and the sulphate of magneslh, 
because lie relies entirely on the tasting of 

• the solution, and this precaution, though 
[extremely uupleusiiut, should, certainly, be 

• t\ 
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invariably observed in preference to any ' that re beliere it to be, by itself, sufficient 
' chemical experiment whatever. There ia'evidence of oxalic acid in any solution 
one property, however, of which Dr. Chris- j which reddens litmus paper. We have tried 
tison makes no mention, ond which emi-! every acid we could procure, and with none 
nently distinguishes oxalic acid in the mass: observed at all similar indications. Itsevi- 
from any other chrystalline substance witb .dence, however, is not available in organic 
which we are acquainted, namely, that j mixtures, as it does not operate when gela- 
wlien thrown into water, its particles explode tine ia present. 

will a .barp cncMu; aaunii. aa<l .re dis-1 FurU , fr> wilh re „, fct t0 th , „ ure , 0 ] a . 
po«ed to erery .i.reetionj this pl..»o»a- ; tioa> itwi „ be obwTrfd bv experimomalisls. 

Mn “ I rfr > r, T e ’ ‘ “ P“ rt,cul “' 1 )’ ■ that tb, oxalates of lime and copper .re die- 

noticed when the water »poured o«r the tj M fr()m , h J io 0r . 


. ■ Christison’s text, by the comparative quan- 


In .be course of oar experiment, aa this, (i of nilric or mari , tic Jcj( , wllicli th 

.abject we noticed a beautiful property of i lolal) , a r p ,oducio e th. 

the oxalic acid, which is applicable espe-l ,, • 

. „ . . , a . / v . 1 i effect which, in a small quantity, is consi- 

cialiy to the recognition of a very minute . , .... ... - , * , 

c . • • . - , Idered a distinguishing feature. We need 

particle of that substance when found in the i , , . . . . .. ... 

.... , , , . , not observe to what teasing objections this 

nure ufafp um whir), uhau em.o ai n J 


pure state, and which, when coupled with 
the evidence of the fulmination with silver, 
is perfectly free from the slightest imputa¬ 
tion ; we mean the property which oxalic 
acid possesses of being precipitated in sin- 


circumstance rosy expose the evidence of an 
inexperienced chemist. 

With respect to the detection of the arid 
in complex mixtures, and after an antidote 


gularly beautiful stellated crystals by caustic i lia * been administered, a difficulty of great 
ammonia; if, therefore, as often occurs in j importance has been started by no less an 
practice, a minute crystal, say the .M)th of! authority thau Gay Lussac (Le dole, lid 
a grain in weight, be found adhering to a \Juiltet, 1829), who states, that when animnl 
paper, or accidentally acattered on the table!matter ia heated with caustic potash, oxalic 
where the admixture was made, by diaxolv- j acid is generated. A question hence ru¬ 
ing this in a drop of distilled water on a watcb;turally arises, whether the carbonate of 
crystal, testing it with a particle of litmus j potash may not have the same effect. If 
paper, and adding a drop of strong caustic am■ j this be decided in the aftirniiitivo.liiepro- 
monia,a beautiful radiated star is immediately j cess above quoted becomes worse lliau 
produced ; by increasing the quantity of wa-1 useless. In a brief appendix to his hook 


ter this is dissolved, and by holding it for 
a moment over a small spirit-lamp flame, the 
excess of ammonia is dispelled, and a dry 
oxalate remains behind; this being dissolved 
again, and tested with the nitrate of silver, 
a white precipitate is produced, which, 
when dried in a water bath,* and held over 
the spirit-lamp again, fulminates in the 
characteristic manuer, and is entirely dis¬ 
persed. 

This hielhod possesses, in point of mj 
pulation, considerable advantages over 


Dr. Christison notices the objection, but 
advances no explanations whatever. To 
supply this defect, we have instituted ex¬ 
periments on the several animnl proximate 
principles, individually and collectively, 
and have never noticed the slightest traces 
of oxalic acid in the fluids thus submitted to 
the action of the carbonate of potash. This 
difficulty, therefore, as far ns our experi¬ 
ments warrant, is not applicable, unless (he 
j. j supposed carbonate contains, as is frcquenl- 
at jly the case, a portion of the alkali in the 
which-Dr. Christison recommends; one of; caUfil * f hlale - 

these is, that it combines the evidence of I All objections may, however, be obviated 
two decisive properties of the acid, in ex-1 by attention to themanipulalion of the male- 
periments performed consecutively on the’rials; the mixture should he filtered, and the 


same particle and in the aame vessel. With 
reference to the ammonia test we. may add. 


* Wenhall furnish an enprnvim; of an exlmnely, 
ennvenient bait, when we corue to the detection oi ■ 

MM-JIIC. 


solid purls then diluted with water, triturated 
together, ond agitated in a suitable vessel, 
when the heuvy oxalate of limo Will invari¬ 
ably subside, and may be mechanically se¬ 
parated from the other ingredients; wash* 
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ing with water will now carry away every 
trace of animal matter. 

Another important circumstance litre re¬ 
quires notice, which though not mentioned 
in the work before us, lias we are informed 
been made the subject of observation by 
the distinguished author in his subsequent 
course of lectures. When solid carbonates 
are mixed in excess with oxalic acid, it rarely 
or never happens that the acid is perfectly 
neutralized; consequently a portion remains 
in solution, although oxalate of lime may 
have been abundantly formed. We have 
found this to occur when carbonate of lime 
was stirred up with thick aoup containing the 
acid, and allowed to remain in contact with 
it for twenty-four hours. Hence the reason 
for filtration as noticed in the preceding 
paragraph, and hence arises the necessity of 
two distinct processes being instituted in 
every case; via., one for the filtered acid 
fluid, n second for the oxalate of lime re¬ 
maining on the filter. Of the Utter we have 
already disposed, the former requires parti¬ 
cular consideration. 

Of. Christiaan has, wc understand, di¬ 
rected his class to precipitate the acid fluid 
by the acetate of lead, to wash, filter, 
suspend the precipitate in a little distilled 
water, and decompose it by sulphuretted 
hvdrogen. Sulpburetof lend is thus formed 
and oxalic acid set free, which may be sepa¬ 
rated, he states, by filtration and aubseque nt 
lwiliug. 

On repenting this process we find that it 
is liable to some objections. In the first 
place, in all organic fluids the muriate of 
soda exists to a great exteut, and in the pre¬ 
sent case always accompanies the free oxalic 
acid iu the fluids of the stomach; the acetate 
of lead therefore throws dowunot merely an 
oxalate but a chlorideof lead, and this, when 
decomposed by sulphuretted hydrogen, sets 
free not only oxalic but muriatic acid; the 
application of the silver test thus becomes 
obscured by the formation of n chloride as 
well us an oxalate of silver. The evidence 
of the colour of the precipitate goes for no¬ 
thing, the fulmiaation is interfered with, 
there is no total dispersion,which should take 
place, and the phonomenu are so different, as 
not to be entitled to the same confidence as 
under other circumstances. Tor these rea¬ 
sons we prefer to precipitate the acid fluid 
by the muriate of lime; thus an oxidate of 
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lime ia formed, while the muriate of sods 
remains in aolution. This oxalate of lime 
must then be decomposed by carbonVe of 
potash ia the manner already described. 
Finally, in all neutralizations, we would 
strongly recommend the nitric acid to be 
avoided, and the acetic acid to be used in its 
stead. 

As in the case of sulphuric acid we have 
noticed a source of fallacy which may arise 
from the previous employment^ sulphates, 
we have to observe another in the present 
which may exist if rhubarb have been ad¬ 
ministered before death. M. Henry baa found 
in different specimens as much oxalate of 
lime as from 29 to S3 pet cent, and we have 
ourselves obtained l£ grn. from 10 grains 
of Turkey rhubarb. The importanoe of this 
fact in medico-legal analysis needs no ex¬ 
planation. The difficulty it occasions can 
only be obviated by proving that no rhubarb 
in substance has been taken, or if any taken, 
what quantity was employed. 

We are not aware that any compound of 
oxalic acid has ever been detected in the 
natural or raoibid contents of the intestinal 
canal; its frequent occurrence in the urine, 
in combination with lime, will frustrate tho 
medico-legal application of any Bearch for 
it in that fluid. 

No particular appflratu3 is necessary in 
the previous analyses. Iu the next article 
we shall discuss the mods of detecting 
arsenical preparations. 


CLINICAL LECTURES 

DKMVXltED At 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

11V MR. LAWRENCE. 
October 29, 1830. 

CAATEll OF THt LIP. _• 

r. Law kfnck commenced by adverting 
to the case of cancerous lip, mentioned at u 
former lecture. The operation had been 
successful; a cicatrix had formed, and the 
removal of the pan had not been attended 
with much dtformity. The edge* were non* 
raised nearly to a level, and the only thing 
to notice was a slight indentation. Tin*, 
disease seemed to have been brought on by 
mechanical irritation, consequent on the 
habitual practice of smoking, to which tho 
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man bad been not ouly addicted, but de¬ 
voted. It was worthy of noiiee, that the 
induration of the skin had occurred at the 
very p ar t of the lip against which the cud 
of the pipe had bo constantly rested; for 
the patient did not follow the’more genteel 
method adopted by some of the audience 

J iresent, and for their snkes it was to he 
ioped that the practice of cigor-smuking 
was not so dangerous as that of the common 

P'pe- ___ 

SCIRRHOUS UP.F A ST. 

Another case was that of a patient about to 
years of age, who bad felt some uneasiness 
in the che6t lor about a week. On feeling 
the breast, a small, perfectly hard lump was 
discovered on the axillary side of the nip¬ 
ple, which, she said, gave her not much 
paiu. There was that peculiar hardness 
about this tumour which is so characteristic 
of scirrhus, and which has led to the vulgar 
appellation of 41 stone cancer.” When it 
u bs said that the pain had existed only a 
week, it must r.ot be supposed that the dis¬ 
ease itself was only of a week’s duration ; 
for there are many instances in which, al- 
thoagh the scirrhous state must have existed 
for many years, the patients had been free 
from uneasiness. There was one cuse in 
particular, where the disease had been of 
eight years standing, but yet the pain had 
only come on about 8 year and a half out of 
that period. This, the lecturer observed, 
was scirrhus in the early' stage, aud al¬ 
though the tumour formed so small a part of 
the breast, yet it would be. seen that the 
whole of the mamma!y gland had beeu nit 
away, which was always advisubl« in such 
instances ; for it was necessary to excise so 
much that the remainder would only he in 
the war, and. at the age of this patient, 
couhl be of little service. Another point to 
he observed in this operation was, not lo 
preserve the. whole of the skin, ns there 
would then be a superfluous quantity, but 
to make an elliptical incisbm, so as to get 
lid of about half of the integument. [Here 
Mr. Lawrence cut into the tumour, winch 
was lying on the table.] Tins, he said, 
is a very geauine specimen of scirrhub. 
The peculiarities are int so distinguishable 
by candle-light but you will find the structure 
compact and dense, and presenting t » the 
knife the consistence of cartilage, rather 
than the soft mid compressible natural gut* 
of the part. This is not a tumour in liie 
gland', but a conversion of the substance of 
the gland itself ipto a perfectly incompressi¬ 
ble, dense, structure.” 

njtONCHirts. 

The lecturer nert proceeded to detail two 
cases of severe bronchitis, I bo first was 


that of a man in Darter’s Ward, who wo* 
the subject of scrotal hernia, and had been 
admitted under the care of Dr. Hue for dis¬ 
ease of I he cheat. The second was that of 
a female, who was at the «ame time labour¬ 
ing under syphilitic disease. Mr. Law¬ 
rence said, that he had already observed 
there were not two kinds of "pathology, one 
for the inside and another fur the outside, 
but that the same principles which governed 
the treatment of external inflammation, are 
efficacious also in internal inflammation ; and 
these cases of bronchitis were good examples 
of the reasonableness of this statement. He 
bad treated tln-m both by the antiphlogistic 
method, blisters, leeches, mid purgatives, 
the result of which was, that the man was 
discharged well, and the female bad been 
brought to a quiet state and good respira¬ 
tion, whilst the syphilitic ulceration had also 
disappeared. 

There is at present, said Mr. Lawrence, 
in Dsrker’s Ward, a very fine specimen (if 
I may «t> speak) of 

PHLfcOMCTtOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

The patient is John Heed, n bootmaker, 
about thirty years of age. Mo began to feel 
uneasiness and soreness in the arm on the 
19th of the present mouth, and was troubled 
with very great pain. On the SOih he rose 
early in tbe morning, with the intention of 
proceeding to his work, but he frit such 
headach, aud was so oppress ’d with giddi¬ 
ness, that be fell down, aud instead of going 
to work he went to the doctor. The red¬ 
ness, and soreness of the arm increased, ex¬ 
tending upwards towards the shoulder, and 
downwunis to the wrist. He got much 
worse, and, on the \M*t, the pr v|V-;*iona! 
i gentleman who hud cupped him in the 
neck, Kent him tr* the Fever Hospital as n 
' case of fever. H-re he was bh d in the op¬ 
posite *toi, and on the 547th, having been 
requested to see him, J found the upper ex¬ 
tremity in a terrible state from very exten¬ 
sive erysipelas, nnd a more serious case, I 
think, never came under my observation. 
When T visited him the whole limb was 
enormously swelled, and the palmar tsar- 
face of tbe fore-arm, sad the same sur¬ 
face of the upper orm, were suffused wjth a 
bright-red colour. I cannot eay, however, 
that the whole extent was thus colour¬ 
ed, On account of the great number of 
bull* scattered over the surface, resembling 
the vesientions produced by a blister. These 
bulla.’ had been pricked, and the fluid hud 
escaped, but there, were several which had 
since arisen, and the skin surrounding them 
was of a vivid scnrlct hue. In this state 
ab.'ut three-fourth* of the fore and tipper 
arm were involved ; and when you consider 
that they were swollen to double t he usual 
fcize, you may form some idea of the extent 
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of tie vesicated isrface. There was great the knife which is felt ia dividing % firm, 
hardness about all these parts, and that pe- brawny substance, end that yellow colour 
culiar feel to the touch which may be de- w hich is a pretty sure indication ofmortifi- 
signated brawny , and the state of the in- cation. In general you find the cellular 
teguments and cellular tissue bo different tissue of a red tinf, quite different from the 
from that which characterises simple ery- bright pale yellow which is observed in this 
sipelas. Now in the case of the patient I instance. 1 made another incision from the 
afflicted with simple erysipelas, of whom I elbow towards the wrist, and here too the 
spoke last week, although the tumefaction tissue waa in the same condition. 1 should 
was very considerable, yet tire feeling wus mention that the knife was carried corn- 
soft, and there was a “ pitting” upon pres- pletely through the stratum of tissue down 
sure, in the present case, however, there upon the muscles, and the edges of the 
is a sensation of toughness, firmness, and, wounds, soon after the operation, gaped to 
as I before said, it appears to the touch of the extent of half an inch. The bleeding 
the consistency of brawn. This clearly was not so great as in the generality of in- 
shows that there is an affection both of the stances; indeed ihe vitality of the part Wai 
akin, and of the ceilulur tissue beneath it. *> much destroyed, that the period for pro- 
The vesication* are most characteristic of fuse hwinorrhage was passed. You should 
the disease of the integuments, and the bo given to understand, that when a large 
firmness points out its extension to the cel- portion of cellular membrane has been ae- 
lular tissue. When 1 saw the patient at prived of its vitality, it is apt to slough, and 
the Fever Hospital there was a quietness the integuments covering that part frequent- 
aud calmuess in his manner, and a clearness ly follow the same course; and the cause of 
about liia eyes, which plainly indicated that this is, that the nutrient vessels of the skin 
he was not the subject of fever ; aud there are destroyed by the sloughing of the cellu- 
waa only that slight degree of feverishness lar snbstance. 

which Is usually excited by a severe local The arm, after having been covered with 
disturbance. j wet cloths, was enveloped in a poultice. I 

One of the most prominent circumstances | ordered the patient some opening medicine, 
in this case, is the acceleration of the pulse.; and afterwards a saline draught. 

When 1 first sow hiiu, the beats were about j When 1 saw this patient to-day, I found 
HO in a minute ; at the present time they (that he had passed a comfortable night, free 
are slightly increased, being perhaps from ; from pain, although he had not had much 
140 to ISO. The aensoriiw is scarcely die- * rest. His pulse continued in the state of 
turbed; when questions are put to him, he j frequency mentioned before, and a further 
gives o dear and ready answer. Neither dons i extension of the inflammation appeared to 
the alimentary canal appear to suffer any dia- j have taken place, which rendered necessary 
tui'bwicv: his bowels are regular, and there i further inciaious, lateral aud longitudinal, 
seems to be no marked disorder of the »ya-1 and these were followed by more copious 
tmu. Indeed tlieu* is much less conatitn-1 bleeding than before. There jb a more com- 
ttonal injury tlmu we flight have expected j plete «l'-i*rhin? of the akm consequent on 
to find ; ainl it is this circuiustanre'which ; the lot ■ ol r.uiiiy. 

leads init- u> augur favourably of the result, j If you can get'a free discharge, of matter, 
although very great desliuctiuii must occur j that will contribute in a great degree to the 
of tin- in teguments, aud substance of the' favourable progress of these caaes ; and if a 
upper aud tore arm. There is one thing'local stimulus of resin-ointment be applied, 
which strikes me us a peculiar feature iu a good effect will be produced. That plan then 
this instance. 1 cannot trace any imrae- hus been pursued here ; and strips ol plaster, 
Unite cause of the present erysipelatous at- with the yellow basilicon ointment, have 
tack. Erysipelas, iu most cases which I j heen placed in the wounds. As his pulse to- 
huve met with, has followed some direct day was nearly loO, feeble, countenance pal- 
irritatiou, bruises, or some external injury, lid, and as there was a state of general de- 
or it haw supervened upon ulcers, or some bility, 1 thought it advisable to prescribe 
local disease already existing. Now the cordials and stimuli. We always find a de¬ 
ponent not boiug m a stale to answer qu« s- gree of correspondence between the local 
lions without iucmivenieuce, I am not quite and general disturbance. Where severe lo¬ 
ci ear upon tho point, but this seems to me cal inflammation exists, wo find an excited 
to he a esueo (spontaneous eiysiptla*. state of the constitution ; and when iporti- 

Tlie only cfliuieut treulment to be pur- iication has occurred, we find that condition 
sued, was that of making incisions through-1 of the general system described as debility, 
out the whole length of the affected purl, 11 d. sired that the patient should have a 
ami these were irmly inode, in the first! table spoonful of brandy to three of water, 
place, from tho axillary extremity to the j I also ordeied him the anb.-caib. aram., and 
elbow, lu cutting through the cellular! twenty drops of the tiuct. opii, the object 
tissue, there waa that kind of itpietonce to j of which was to support the constitution, 
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and to afford him some sleep, the want of; 
which he complained of. I understand he 1 
was asleep this eveniug when I came to the 
hospital. 


ERYSIPELAS*—THE QUACK LONG. 


of the metropolis, we may observe, that 
there were not more than five or six females 
of eren apparent respectability amongst the 
spectators. 

Precisely at nine o'clock the prisoner, 
who bad been out on bail, was put to the 


fan), patient, M. linhinaop, thei TU indictment cl..rp-d hi»i with .d- 
of simple ervaipelas, who., case | j mtm.t«m E to C.tl»rm. C.«l„n ap.nalM 
..... .i.L ,„„»«,!inol” danffprooa liquid, rubhinp, wMhiiit, and 


dangerous liquid, rubbing, washing, and 
sponging her hack with the same, in conse¬ 
quence of which a wound, of the length of 
nine inches, of the width of seven inches, 
aud of the depth of two inches, was indicted 
on her back, of which she languished and 
died. Ho wns also charged, on the Coro¬ 
ner's Inquisition, with the like offence. 

The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty, in both 
cases. 

Mr. Alley and Mr. C. Phu.t.ips appear¬ 
ed for the prosecution; snd Mr. (Jr ay by, 
Mr. Serjeant Andrews, and Mr. Adolphvs, 
for the prisoner. 

Mr. C. Philui-s stated, that the prisoner 
stood charged with manslaughter, to which 
he. had pleaded “Mot Guilty." 

Mr. Alley characterised this as one of 
the most important uises that had ever come 
within his long practice, l he prisoner was 
charged with udministering a noxious wash 
to the hack of the deceased ; mid the quex- 


BLISTERS IN ERYSIPELAS. 

The 
subject 

mentioned lust week, has been proceeding 
under the same treatment t!u*a adopted- 
leeches aud opening medicine. There is u 
pretty considerable diminution of the in¬ 
flammation, but it has extended down upon 
the foot, and up orer the knee, la this case 
1 have adopted a plan in great favour with 
the Trench, of applying a blister over the 
boundary between the inflamed and sound 
parts, with the view of stopping the further 
progress of the affection. This object, ifi 
attainable, would be much to be desired, 
because the inflammation generally travels 
from the extremities to the trunk, “and con¬ 
sequently may be attended in the end with 
considerable 'danger. If therefore we applv 
the blister extending about an inch and a half! 
over the sound upon diseased parts, and' 
thereby prevent the increase of the local and 
general disturbance, wc shall accomplish a 
great benefit. 

The blister was put on the day before, , 

yesterday, but was not extended all round l tion for ll ‘ em w ould be, whether that hud 
the limbi It appeared to me yesterday that f **® en done. unlawfully. The young woman 
the state of the leg was improved, ami that |! waa » most respectable family in IrHarut; 
the blister had effected the object. To-dav, j her younger sister, labouring under imlis- 
Lowever, the inflammation seem? to haveJposition, was recommended to tic what 
passed a little above it. Tho same state o( change «f®ir would do, and they accordingly 
general debility appears to exist in this pa- j came to Condon, where they resided, in the 
tient as in the last subject of our considers- j neighbourhood of the Hump*lend-road.— 
tion, and 1 therefore ordered the aubr-nr-! Catherine Cashin occa-ht.uliv atli-nded |>(. r 
bonate of ammonia and the camphor tnix- {sister to the prisoner's In,use, under 
tore, which 1 think preferable for young: w ^" 39t * care the latter was. Tim deceased ut 
persons, as tho subcaibonate of ammonia ig 'that time, as he- should distinctly prove, 
a kind of intermediate stimulus that muv be; wa * * n perfect health, of fine f<nrm,'aud firm 
employed with greater safety than wine or.? 08 ** a, ‘d muscle. The prisoner, however, 
alcohol. Indeed, so safely may it he used, ;* n a *horl lime told n person that if she chi 
that some persons of good experience adopt j not I >ut herself under his care, she would, in 
it in a general raamu i, in small doses every jthe course of two month*, he in a rapid 
two or three hours, in all stages of erysipe- • consumption. For a long time she hesitated, 
las ; and some even go so far ns to make use; hut Bl length, frightened by the declariitiuu 
of it as an external application in the form i tho prisoner, she went to his house on 
of a lotion. 1 the :M of August, snd was rubbed between 

j tho shoulders and on the hack. On the Pth 
— - . . : and Huh, the paiu was *o intolerable, that 

• j alio wanted the prison* r to be sent for. She 

TRIALOF JOHN' LONG,TIIEQUACK. ?WM * however, l*™»»ded to wait till the 

__ *; 1‘itb. On that day the woman of the house 

where she lived went to the prisoner, and 
J told him thut a dangerous ulcer was formed, 


j and that the pain was great, llis answer 
'was, “Oh, it s all right; it is part of my 


OLD HAILEY,-—Saturday, Ocl. .10. 

[Before Mr. Justice Park and Mr. Baron! 

‘ G arrow.] ' was, “Oil, it’s all right; it is j»art of my 

This being the day fixed for the trial of s y 8 * em l” and he refused to do any-lhing, 
this person, charged with occasioning the! 88 il would interrupt the course which he 
death of Miss Cashin, the Court was toler- ; w »»hed it to take. On the Ulh.sho became 
ably fully attended. To tho credit of the 1 80 *H that ah© was confined to her bed. Tho 
sound sense and excellent taste of tho ladies j Prisoner was sent for, and he looked at the 



TBIAL OF LONG X?E QUACK. 

wound, A large Mtek-ipot ?■■ pointed not point broadly tadfairly to tifo Svrf;%0ll0^- 
in the middle of the wound, and it wa* bint- it #*» not on that ground be viahed'ij^|q#i 
ed that it looked like the commencement of core • verdict. The criminal law of England* 
mortification, He said, “ Ob, no, it’a all however, was eo jealous of the lives of the 
all right i*’ and added, that he would give King's subject*, that it enacted that if the 
100 guineas to have oilier patients in the net that caused the death of an individual 
same state. After his departure, Mrs. Rod- was done heedlessly and incautiously, the 
dis, the woman where she lived, uppiied a agent was guilty of manslaughter. In his 
poultice, iu the hope of relieving the pain, apprehension the conduct of the prisoner 
but it did no good. Mr. Brodie was then was much more tliau heedless and incau- 
sent for, but In 1 (Mr. Alley) had not a auffi- lions; and lie asked whether any man in bis 
ciently accurate statement of that gemle- heart could say (if he proved the facts which 
man’s evidence to enter into a deacription he had stated) that this was not a case of 
of it. The next day the prisoner was sent manslaughter. It was well laid down by 
for again : lie found fault with Mr. Brodies one of the best writers on ibe subject, that 
having beeu sent for, and refused to give an set in itself lawful might become unlaw- 
uny medicine, but recommended a turn tiler ful by the want of due care and caution, 
of port wine, Mrs. Koddis remonstrated, This rule be begged leave to apply to medi- 
but he persisted in hia prescription; a glass cal men; for whatever their skill or their 
of wine was administered, but it was irome- Bcience might be, they were bound to act 
diatoly thrown off the stomach. The next with due caution. God forbid that lie should 
duy he was sent for agaiu: he exposed the say thut due allowance was not lobe made 
wound by throwing off the bed-clothes in for the judgment and conclusions of a medi¬ 
co very gentle ordecent manner; sod when caiman; but when it went on to careless- 
spoken to about it, be said that it was ,ne- ness and neglect, he held with great con- 
cessury to expose the wound to the air. He : fidence that the practitioner would be aw- 
then culled for a rag, and was about to do * awerable iu the eye of the law. On« of the 
something to the hack, when Miss Cashtn j facts most to be remembered in this case 
mu id, *< Mr. Long, you shall not again touch! was, that the act had beeu sought by the 
ini' ■ my back you have much injured; it is! prisoner himself; the young woman was in 
horrible; for you well know that when I j good health, and it was on his repreaenla- 
heenme your patieut 1 was well and con** I lions that she had submitted to the opera- 
fortiihle, iiud now vou see mv stole.” The j tion ; therefore it could not be said that he 
prisoner then departed, nod the next duy the j had been urged on by a deBperate cose to 
poor thing died. Mrs. Koddis, in the morn- j adopt a drsjierate remedy. '1 he following 
kg, heard the bell ringing violently, and j witnesses were theni called 
running up stairs quickly, she foynd her in j Mary Ann Hoddis, examined by Mr. C. 
the agonies of death. Some difficulty was! Piui.ups.—I am the wife of Mr. George 
fi.lt tuTto the cum* ; audit wus finally thought j Koddis, of No.Si.MorningtonPlare, H amp- 
right iu hold a Coroner’s Inquest on the stead Koad. In the month of June the 
|,ijdv. Wh.it look place at that inquiry it 1 Miss Cashins came to lodge in mv house ; 
whs neither his wish nor his duty to state ;; the elder was called Catherine Cashin; her 
suffice it to sav, tho verdict of that Jury had j death is the. subject of this inquiry. 1 hey 
been manslaughter, and the prisoner was I came to lodge with me on the ythh june ; 
now. in consequence, put ou his trial. Jn {deceased then appeared to me to be in per- 
addition to these facts, he should be able to leul health ; she so continued till within 
prove, that the prisoner had himself Btated four or live days of the time, when 1 went 
to the brother of the deceased, that it was with her to Mr. Long ; we went there on 
on his recommendation that the wash lmd Friday, fifth of August; Mr. Long at that 
been used. Mr. Alley then alluded to the time lived nt 11, Harley Street; we saw 
cxntniiistion of the body by the medical Mr. Long; Miss Cnsltin introduced me to 
men, and he stated that they would all tell Mr. Long ; Mrs. Lash in had requested me 
the Jury thut the cauao of the poor girl’s to accompany her daughter, und express to 
death indisputably was the wound on the Mr. Long her fears respecting the wound 
back. This was, in brief, an outline of the on her daughters back; 1 expressed this to 
circumstances of the case as lar as the fonts Mr. Long ; Mr. Long Boid Miss Cashm must 
went. He was sure that the Jury were free go and inhale, after which he would and 
from all prejudice; but there was a notion look at her back; 1 went with her during 
pro valent abroad, that if a man, who whs not the time she inhaled,* and after that Mr. 
a regular practitioner, administered to a Long had her in another toom; when l 
patient, who subsequently died, he was went info the inhaling room, there appeared 
cuiliy of a felony. This, 'however, was a to me to he two cabinet pianos; each lady 
mistaken notion, ns was shown hy Lord took a pipe of about;a yard and a half long, 
Jlule, in his comments on a contrary remark and put it to an orifice iu the machine, op- 
made by Lord Coke. He wished to put this poailo to which she placed a chair, and ap- 
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plying the pipa to the orifice, she inhaled;! would continue it, and he should rely on 
there were about eight or leu ladies in the my judgment for an account of the wound 
room when I was there ; Miss Casliin was on the following morning; he stated, that 
from half an hour to three-quarters inhaling; as X had constantly applied the poultices, I 
after this, went into a room dowu stairs, should be better able to form a correct opi- 
into which 1 did not go; as we were going to niou than he should; he then took his leave, 
the carnage, Mr. Long expressed a wish 1 applied the poultice at he desired; Miss 
that Miss Cashia should come to his house Coshin, however, got worse. Mr. Long 
every day, for the purpose of iohaling; Mr.! came on the following morning (Sunday, 
Long also added, that she would be well in the 15th), between eleven and twelve; he 
a few days; the next day, in consequence went into Miss Coehiu’g bed-room, sod I 
of something deceased said to me, 1 wrote was there also; Mrs.Gashin was also there; 
to Mr. I,ong ; be came to my house between on going into the room he very hastily took 
€ve and six in the evening of that djiy ; he off his coat, and threw it on the bed; he 
saw the deceased in my presence, and ex- requested some soft dry linen to be procured; 
amined the state of the wouud ou her back ; he had asked me how Miss Casliin was, 
he said it was in s beautiful state, and that j aud I said she was worse ; he then very un¬ 
ite would givea hundred guineas if he could ! courteously stripped off her night-dress; 
produce a similar wound on the persons of j he did not do it gently—be did it very 
some of his patients; l directed his atten-' rudely—as L never saw a medical man do 
lion to a portion of the wound which had a jiu my life; I begged he would step aside 
dark inflamed appearance; he said it was | until I removed the poultice; Miss Cash in 
the consequence of inhaling, and unless! said, 11 Indeed, Mr. Long, you shall not 
those appearauees were produced, he could j touch my back again—you very well know 
expect no beuelicial result. At that time j tha| when 1 became your patient 3 was 
the wound and inflammation appeared to be!in perfect health, but now you are killing 
about sx inches by four; I told him that 1 ! me." Mr. Long replied, " V hatever incon- 
had applied a poultice of bread and water, venience you are now suffering, it will be of 
with a large portion of hog's-lard in it, and short dnration, for in two or three days you 
that I had given her saline draughts; he wiil be better in health than you ever were 
said that I had done very wisely; I asked in your life," and again spoke most con- 
Mr. Long what was to be done to alloy the ir- fideutly that the result ot his system would 
ritiilinn of the stomach ; he said he had heard be to prolong her life ; he then put on his 
ofno irritation oi'the stomach; I told him that coat; he said, allmliug to her stomach and 
in my note 1 had expressed the words " un- bowels, that those were the symptoms be 
ceasing sickness;” lie said I had not; but wished to produce, and that thev were the 
on referring to the note, which he hud with proofs tbatihere weio the seeds of consump- 
him, he found that I had atuu-d it; he said tion in her; 1 {minted nut to him again thn 
that the sickness w as of no consequence, same Spot iu the Wound that I bad-pom led 
but on the contrary a benefit. I begged that out to him on the Saturday ; tin- spot was 
he would order something to quiet the sto- then darker, and the wouud had materially 
midland bowels; lie said it was all the extended in that interval; he said that pro- 
consequence of 'inhaling, and that those bably a number oi boils would mmrt out, 
symptoms, combined with the wound, were which would bo the. consequence oi inhnl'ftg, 
proofs thut bis system was taking due effect; und which he wished to produce ; he added 
I begged him to give her u composing that she was goiug on uncommonly, well; 
draught, to which be replied, “ that a turn- the linen had been brought, ns lie desired, 
bier of mulled port-wine was a better com- but he made no use of it; daring this time 
poaiog draught than all the doctor* in the Miss Csahin’s bark was Iviug exposed, a!* 
world could give, for lm hated the very together from ten to fifteen minutes; Mrs. 
name of physic.” On the stairs Mr. Lont Cssliin again pressed the eickucss on lus 
requested that 1 would expose the wound to attention; he said that he bad a remedy 
the air; when be told me to give the mulled with him which would stay the sickness, 
port-wirie, I objected, but he iusisted ou its but that he would not then apply it, fur it 
being given; ] gave, her a wine-gluss full, would l»e of ultimate bene lit to her, and he 
which was immediately rejected by the liked the sickness; Mrs. Ctwliin said— 
stomach. When be told rue to expose the “Good God! Mr. Long, why don’t you 
wound to the air, he added, tint I was to lay now apply it? ” He said he had visited s 
on s piece of linen, and keep a continual lady who had had sickness for six weeks, 
application of cretun; I said that to expose and she was better for it; he added that our 
a wound like that to the air would produce fears were perfectly groundless, for no one 
madness almost. lie theu raid, that on could be doing heller tbuu ?.lis*Gush in was; 
reconsidering, he thought there could not lie then ordered some rhubarb und nm^ueuia 
he a better application than the poultice 1 lor her bowels; before he went away, he 
had already made, aud he requested that J said that if the sickness was not over before 
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elevan or twelve that aiglit, be would coll By the Court* Th® deceased *••>(&« 
and gi»® her something to stop it; this in- elder Mbs Cashin ; the other Mias Caahm 
terview was on the Sunday morning, and she was a patient of Mr. Long before the. dm- 
died about ten on the Tuesday morning ; he ceased came under his hands; the younger 
called again that night about eleven or Miss Cashin was under his care from the 
twelve j she was still labouring under the time they first came to lodge at my house; 
sickness, and he gave her some medicine the deceased bad become a patient of Mr. 
that he brought with him, but it was thrown Long for four or fite days before I went with 
off the stomach before Mr. Long left the her to Harley Street, 
room, lu the morning of the Sunday she Mr. Patrick Sweetman examined by Mr. 
appeared to me to preaent a very restless Alley. I live in Dublin, and married the 
and distressed appearance—tumbling and sister of the deceased ; in consequence of a 
tossing about the bed ; in the evening and letter I received I came over to this country ; 
through the day she hod been getting gra-! the deceased left Ireland about seven weeks 
dually worse ; I tolu Mr. Long that I thought j hefore I come over ; she was then in very 
the nervous system was so much affected j good health; I arrived in England on the 
that something ought to be done, and that j Saturday previous to her death; 1 went 
probably some medicine might be given (immediately to see her; Mr. Long came to 
with effect; he said my fears were perfectly j see her soon after I got there; 1 asked him 
groundless—that it was my ignorance of his; what he thought of Mias Cashin ; he replied 
system, and that ahe would be perfectly well j that she was doing remarkably well—as well 
in two or three days ; I was with her that;aa he could wish; I remembered that her 
night till past two o'clock; we were con- j stomach was sick ; I was in the ball when 
stuutly removing her pillows ; her distress Mr, Loug came in ; I beard Mrs. Roddis 
was extreme ; Mr. Long called twice in the j ask if something should not be done to allay 
course of the Monday ; the first time was | the heat of Miss Cashin'§ back ; he said it 
between eight and nine iu the morning ; 1 j should be exposed to the air; Mrs. Roddis 
did not then see him with Miss Cashin, but i said abe thought sometbiug ought to be put 
I waited in the drawing-room to ask how - to it; Mr. Long said, Then if there must be 
she was ; he then said that she was doing! something pul, put a little cold cream, and 
uncommonly well; Miss Cashin continued j sop it up with liueu from time to time ; Mrs. 
during the morning getting gradually worsen i Roddis said ahe could not bear it; he then 
in consequence of her condition, Mr. tirodie j said, What would you pul 1 She said ahe had 
was sent for; he saw her about six iu the applied a poultice in the morning, which 
evening, and under his direction.* some, had given relief. 

tilings were administered to her; he ordered { Mr. Justice Park. Mr. Alley, is it 
a poultice and a saline draught, und the do- j worth while to have this repeated 1 No 
censed was for a lime a liitle better; Mr.;earthly witness could have given all this 
Long called about seven o’clock, after Mr.; better thau the last witness, and she has not 
litodie had seen the putieiit; Miss Cashin even been cross-examined; therefore ahe 
pfttsou a very bad night; 1 saw her at!cannot need confirmation, 
hali-past seven on the 1uesday moruiug,Mr. Alley. 1 atu obliged to your Lord- 
and gave her u saline draught by Mr. ship. 

ftrodiv's prescription; in about half an hour; Examination continued. I breakfasted 
afterwards i gave her u cup of coffee and‘with Mr. Long on the Sunday morning. I 
aoiue dry toast; Mr. Long hud not inter-• told him that l had com® to inquire concern- 
dicted Miss Cnuliin from any particular Lind jing the health of Mias Cashin; lie said that 
of food; he said, in the course of his attend- her friends need be uuder no apprehension, 
nuce, that his patient® might eat or drink ! for her back was ir. the stale that he wished 
whatever they liked, without restriction ; it to he, and there were many of hi® patieut® 
after giving her the coffee and dry toast 1 j who would be glad to have such a discharge 
quitted her; she was then extremely pule, 1 —her stomach, lie said, would get well of 
and looking very ill; some time aitor the itself. He told me that a j’oung lady, a 
bell rang violently, and them was a great patient of his, had asked him .what he 
thumping mi the floor; 1 whs then ut my, thought of Mias Caahiu. and that he told the 
breakfast; 1 immediately went up to Miss J young lady, that unless she (Miss Cashin) 
t’ufcbin’u hod-room ; 1 found her dying; 1 j put herself under hi® core, ahe wouldui® of 
tried to get a teaspoon-full of brandy into consumption in two or three months; the 
her mouth, but her jaw® were quite set. ami I young lady told Mrs. Casbiti the eon versa- 
she wag dead ; ahe died about ten o'clock! lion she had had with Mr. Long; the cou- 
iu the morning of Tuesday ; 1 believe Mrs 'sequence was, that Mrs. Caahiu put Mia® 
Caxliiu is now in Ireland. !Caahiu under his course of treatment, hop¬ 

ing to prevent her fulling into a consump¬ 
tion; ha told me that he rubbed a mixture 
on different part® of the body, sometimes on 


Mr, Gurney said that he Und no ques¬ 
tion to put iu cro6S-examiuaiiou to this 
witness. 
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the baclr, sometimes on the chest, the heed, Monday; wine mould have been proper in 
or the eye*; he produced a book, and asked ibis case, if the stomach could hare borne 
file to sign it—it was requiring the sub- it, administered in moderate quantities; I 
scribers not to divulge what the mixture was not present at any of the postmortem 
was, or what was its colour; I said I had examinations; but 1 can say, that what £ 
no objection; 1 could not divulge it, for I saw on the back was quite sufficient to ac- 
neither aaw it nor knew any thing about it; count for death. 

* gentleman in the room remarked that it Dr. Alexander Thomson, examined by 
was all nonsense: Mrs. Cashin is in Ire-! Mr. Alley. 1 am a bachelor of medicine ; 


land ; Miss C. Cashin was 2 i; Mias Ellen 
Cashin was about lb Or 17. 

Mr. Benjamin Brodie, examined by Mr. 
C. Phillips. I am a surgeon; 1 went on 
Monday, the 16th of August, to the house 
of Mrs. Roddis, to see Miss Cashin; she 
was at that time confined to her bed; I was 
there between five and six in the afternoon ; 
I examined the person of the young ladv ; I 
found it extensively inflamed ; the whole of 
the inflamed surface was about the size of a 
plate ; in the centre there was a spot nearly 
as large as the palm of my hand, which was 
black, dead—in a state which we call slough¬ 
ing, or mortification ; she was also suffering 
excessively from incessant sickness; 1 was 
informed that nothing whatever would re¬ 
main on her stomach; 1 prescribed some 
medicine for her to take, merely with a view 
to allay the sickness; nothing further could 
be done at that time, and a poultice was to 
be applied to the hack ; I thought her very 
ill indeed, though 1 did not think that she 
was in that immediate danger which it ap¬ 
peared she was; it appeared to me ns if 
some powerful stimulating liniment had 
been applied to her buck. I called at the 
house on the following afternoon, and found 
that, she had died in the morning; I should 
think it was quite absurd to administer a 
tumbler of mulled port-wine, it could not 
be expected to stay on her stomach ; 1 
should not think it ri^ht to apply a stimu¬ 
lating liniment to the back of a person in. 
perfect health to produce such a sore, nor 
do 1 think that any of the stimulating Uni* 
meats in ordinary use would produce the 
same effects—the same extensive mischief—- i 
I mean by that to include both the consti- 1 
tutional effects and the local effects; in my 
opinion, the sickness and vomiting were ns 
much the effect of what had been done as 
the mortification. 

tty jMf- Baron Gar row. I think the 
application of such a liniment to a person of 
the deceased’s age, sex, attd condition, was 
likely to produce disease and danger ; and 
it has fallen to my lot to see a case similar 
since this occurrence. 

By the Court. There is great difference 
in constitutions, ami 1 do not mean to say 
that it would produce equal danger in ail 
cases; it is the practice of some medical 
men to apply stimulant* to the chests of 
r *ons labouring under consumption; 1 
ew nothing of the young lady before the 


1 have heard Mr. Brodie’s evidence, and I 
perfectly agree with his opinion. 

Mr. Thomas King, examined by Mr. C. 
Piiilues. I attended the examination of 
the body of the deceased, at the chapel in 
Moorficlds, on the 24th August; I observed 
the state of the back ; there was a pieoe of 
dead, or disorganised skin—such as we call 
au eschar, and which Mr. Brodie bos called 
a slough—between the shoulders, about the 
size of my lint; the parts immediately be¬ 
neath the skin were gorged in a watery 
fluid, called serum; I examined, in com¬ 
pany with Dr. Hogg, Mr. .lames Johnson, 
Dr. Maclean, and others, the body, to see if 
there was any latent disease; we discovered 
none ; the vital parts of the body appeared 
to me to be in a tolerably healthy state, such 
as the body of s previously healthy person 
would have after lying a short time in the 
earth. 

Dr. dames Johnson, examined by Mr. 
Alley. There was no other appearance of 
disease except the wound on the back. 

Dr. John Hogg examined by Mr. Pun.- 
ups. The wound on the buck appeared as 
if produced by gunpowder. The alienth of 
the spinal marrow was discoloured opposite 
the external wound, from which h« con¬ 
cluded that there hud been great constitu¬ 
tional disturbance. The violence done to a 
delicate aud nervous young lady was enough 
to cause death. 

Dr. (ioodeve examined by Mr. Alley. 
He would not Imre inflicted such u wound. 

Alice Dyke examined bv Mr. C. I'iul- 
Lies. The prisoner is my master.; 1 am 
now iu iiis service, and have been for six 
months. I was iu hia net vice on the :Jd of 
August; 1 remember Miss Cashin ; on the 
od of August 1 rubbed some liquid on the 
back of Miss Cashin, by Mr.Long’s orders 
that was the first day on which I rubbed 
her back : I never rubbed hex except that 
limo ; 1 do not know' of what that liquid was 
composed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gurney. Mr. 
Long hud a great many patients, many of 
them persons of rank and station; l vvas 
‘•mpiojed to rub the ladies; 1 used to take 
tho lady that was to be rubbed behind u 
screen, separate from the rest, who were in 
the same room ; the rubbing was done for 
the purpose of producing a discharge; she 
was rubbl'd but once, but came doy by day 
afterwords to be dres^id ; X washed round 
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tlie sore on those occasions with a lotion; I if, upon the facte of the case, it did turns)# 
I rubbed her with the swne liquid, end that the verdict of the jury was unfarour- 
washed her with the same lotion as other*. | able to the prisoner, the question of W 
Cross-examination continued. The rub-! ought to be submitted to the solemn adjudi- 
hiug did not produce a greater discharge' cation of the congregated wisdom of all tire 
from Miss Caahin'a back thau from the back 'judges. At that stage of the trial he would 
of other patients; I dressed it every day, i himself recommend that the opinion of the 
and it did not put on a more angry appear-1 jury be taken upon the question of fact, and 
ance than in other cases; the Marchioness ileave to the judges at large to decide the 
of Ormond and Lady Harriet Butler were j question of law. Adverting to the case of 
them the mine days as Miss Cnshin, and j Mr. Van Bute hell, he observed that Mr. 
theB&me lotion was used to Lady Harriet as I Baron I lullock was perfectly right in stop- 
to Misa Cnshin ; Mr*, tUtley was also there! ping the case. There excellent grounds 
nt the same time ; the lotion was used with j existed for his doing so, which did by no 
her; Miss Roxburgh was auother; the ' means apply to that then before the jury; 
wound was dressed with a cabbage leaf,; and it was further to be remembered, that 
after it had been washed round with the jin Mr. Van Butcbell’s case no third person 
lotion. j was present during the application of the 

Re-examined. There was only one lotion j remedies or the performance of the opera¬ 
tised altogether ; the lotion which 1 used j tion. When he considered the several au- 
for the washing was the same ns that used! thorities affecting the present question, he 
1o produce the discharge; Misa Cushin's j must say that there was not the slightest 
mother and sister were the only other per- 1 distinction between the conduct of the most 
sons in the room when 1 rubbed SlissCashiu ; eminent physician or surgeon, or the poor- 
when all the liquid in the bottle was used it est, humblest, and least educated man in 
was filled again by Mr. Long; the sore in the community. No matter whether pre- 
Misa Cashin’s back, on the 14th of August, judice, ignorance, or poverty, brought his 
was not bigger than the palm of my hand, patients to Mr. Long, he must stand in a 
and not a bit worse than that on other ladies; court of criminal judicature exactly in the 
the colour of the sore was rather red. same situation as would the president of the 

The case for the prosecution here ended. College of Physicians, or the president of 
Mr.(,» i'kney submitted that there was no the College of Surgeons ; the humblest und 
case to go to the Jury; there was no evi- j the highest ought to occupy precisely the 
deuce to show that the deoeased had been | same situation ; the only que&tiou was, wbe- 
ii> any respect differently treated from the j ther the prisoner at the bar had used suffi- 
other patients in nttoudsneeupon Mr. Long, dent care and diligence m the application of 
He had applied to her the same remedy ! a remedy which lie. apparently believed io 
which he. had applied in other cases, ami j he elhcacious. Wore he drunk, or did he 
which had been so applied with the most I U.» that which on ihe face of ii multi not fail 
complete success. j to be mischievous, the law would hold him 

Mr. Serjeant Aniuwws followed Mr.Our- j to have acted ciimiiially. But his (Baron 
nov on the same side, pressing upon the i Harrow's) reading of the law was, that the 
uiteiitinii of the Court: the view that Imr.!humblest bone-setter in the remotest village 
Halo and Mr. Justice Blai l.«lone took of j stood in the same situation, in regard to a 
cast s of medical practice, observing, that | crim-nul prosecution, us if he were the pro. 
however liable formerly to actions, if not s.dent of the most distinguished college iu 
regularly licensed, medical practitioners the United Kingdom. It was in the high- 
could not he found guilty of manslaughter, est degree important that the law should he 
The question which he conceived presented settled if any doubt existed on the subject, 
itself to the Court, was, whether or not .Mr. j and so it would be if, upon a consideration 
Long hud assiduously used those remedies j of the facts, the jury thought the conduct of 
wjiich his means and education enabled him. j Mr. Long culpable. 

If he acted bond juic, however mistaken, he i Mr. Justice 1 ‘abk then asked the prisoner 
could not be held as having committed a J if he hud uny-thing to address to the jury, 
criminal act. j A written defence was pul in, which the 

Mr. A on l cm's followed on the same side, j oflieer of the court read to the jury. It set 
Mr. Justice I’utx said that he- had con- j forth that the mother of the deceased 
Suited with his learned brother, and found brought her to him—that a younger sister 
'that their views of the case did not coimul.- of .Miss Cash in had been labouring under 
upon the whole mutter, therefore he should pulmonary consumption—tliat he aduiiuis- 
not feel himself just lied in stopping the teted to the deceased the same remedy that 
iase. lmd been found efficacious in other cases— 

Mr. Baron (j arrow observed, that lie that he had many witnesses iu court to 
felt bound to slate his impression respecting prove that he had treated a variety of eases 
tiro present case. It was his opinion that with the must complete success which had 



TRIAL Of LONG THE QUACK. 


m 

been considered hopeless, and thmt tbe on - 
fortunate failure which occasioned the death 
of Mina Cashin wai of a nature by no means 
infrequent in the course of medicul proc-! 
tiee. He complained of the effect produced 
against him by statements and commentaries 
made through the medium of the public 
press, and prayed the jury to discharge from 
their minds any feelings which such publi¬ 
cations might have created. 

Witnesses were then called on the pri¬ 
soner's behalf. 

Mr. Samuel Houghton, of Manchester, 
had consulted Mr. Long as a medical man ; 
had attended him about eight months; was 
satisfied with his skill and abilities. 

Mr. Samuel Wilding, of Shropshire, bad 
once resorted to Mr. Long for the same pur¬ 
pose ; was under his care for eleven weeks; 
was perfectly satisfied with his attention 
and medical skill. 

Miss Harriet Page bad been under the 
care of Mr. Long, and was very much satis¬ 
fied with his kindness, attention, and skill. 

The Marchioness of Ormond, and three of 
her ladyship’s family, had been under the 
care of Mr. Long, the eldest five mouths, 
and the other four; was perfectly satisfied 
with his attention, humanity, and skill. 

Mra. Sarah Uttley had had occasion to 
resort to Mr. Long as a medical adviser ; 
was under his care for three months. His 
attention was such sa to perfectly satisfy 
her. 

Miss Penelope Smith bad been under the 
care of Mr. Long for five months up to the 
present time; wa* decidedly of a favourable 
opinion of his skill and humanity. 

The Murquess of Sligo, four months under 
Mr. Long’s core, d> posKl that he never saw 
nor heard of a medical practitioner more 
kind-hearted, attentive, or humane. 

Lord Viscount lngesirie had occasion to 
consult Mr. Long, aud was perfectly satis¬ 
fied with his skill. 

Miss Ottley, Miss Samh Webb, Mrs. 
Forti, Mra. Swiuden, Colonel Campbell, 
General Sharpe, M. Prendergast, Esq.; 
William Addington, Esq., of Kentish Town; 
the lady of General Ashworth, her sister, 
and three children; Mrs. Mucdougai, of 
Guernsey; Mr. Pemberton, who produced 
his child, which had beeu cured two years 
■ince; Mr. John Braith waite. of the New 
Road; Miss Anna Grindlev, Miss Ann 
Roxburgh; Mr. George Luig, of the Bo¬ 
rough; Samuel Sot her by, bookseller; Mr. 
Roxburgh, the father of Mi s Roxburgh; 
Mr*. Prender^ft; Mr. William Conway; 
Francis Roxburgh ; Mr. George Mauley ; 
were then cotied. They all expressed them¬ 
selves perfectly satisfied with the skill, Im¬ 
munity, and kindness evinced towards them 
by the prisoner. 

Mr. justice Pahk then proceeded to sum 


up. He requested the Jury to discharge 
from their minds any-tbing they might have 
heard out of doors oo the subject of tbe ac¬ 
cusation under which the gentleman at the 
bar then stood. No doubt tbe publications 
that bad appeared respecting it were such as 
might have the effect of influencing the 
minds of juries, if they did not labour to 
free themselves from the prejudice which 
might so be created—not that he meant to 
impute to those by whom tbe public press 
was conducted, any intention of doing a 
disservice to Mr. Long; on the contrary, 
he felt perfectly satisfied that ihey were 
men of too much honour and probity to en¬ 
tertain any such intention. Ilo was sure not 
| one of them put forward such publications 
with the view of running down an iudivi- 
dual. The. Jury, whom he then addressed, 
would, he was sure, remember that they 
were acting under the solemu sanction of 
sn oath, and would feel it their boumlen 
duty not to allow themselves to be influenced 
one way or the other, but to give a dispas¬ 
sionate consideration to the ease brought 
before them. For himself be knew nothing 
whatever about the case, except what ho 
had heard that day in Court, and what he 
had learned from the depositions laid before 
him. He was, at the time of the inquest, 
in a distant part of the country—bis mind 
occupied with other matters—and suppos¬ 
ing, as be bad a right to do, that tbe case 
would not come hefore bim, but before those 
of his leurned brethren who had presided at 
the September Sessions, he bad, therefore, 
not tbe slightest acquaintance with the 
case, excepting wbai was derived from the 
depositions, ami what he had that day heard 
in Court. -He could nut let pass that op¬ 
portunity of saying that he bud always 
thought, ever since he had the power of 
thinking, that there could not be a more 
dangerous error than to permit the previous 
publication of evidence afterwards to come 
before a jury, it was, in many Cases, im¬ 
possible for tbe most honest and upright 
mind to divest itself of prejudice; but were 
it possib’e in a.’l cases—and he hoped it was 
—it Wi.uld be highly desirable for a jury to 
divest themselves of every sort of previous 
knowledge ; above all, they were bound to 
rvjnerobrr that they had nothing whatever 
to do with the verdict of the coroner’s jury 
or of the grand jutv. Doubtless, the matter 
cou'd not come before them without a ver¬ 
dict of some sort; but it was to be observed, 
that the evidence upon which the Grand Jury 
found their bill, was far short of what cuina 
before a petit jury for tboir (Incision. He 
could not help saying that he thought it un¬ 
fortunate the count'd for the pi Loner should 
have sought for an immediate acquittal be¬ 
fore I he defenco wns entered on, because it 
led to an apparent difference of opinion be- 
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tween him and his learned brother; their 
difference was not io much as to the law of 
the case, as with respect to the course which 
it was then expedient to pursue. He held, 
and lie believed there could be no second I 
opinion amongst lawyers on the subject, 
that nothing but the grossest ignorance, or 
the most criminal inattention, could render 
any man, licensed or unlicenaed, amenable 
for his medical practice to a court of crimi¬ 
nal judicature, lie then read over his notes 
to the jury, who immediately retired to con¬ 
sider their verdict. 

A little after seven o'clock, Mr. Justice 
Park again entered the Court, and ordered 
the Jury to be railed, apparently with an in- ; 
tention, if they had nut agreed on their ver¬ 
dict, to apprise them of his wish to retire 
fur the night, and that they must therefore 
be locked up until Monday morning. The 
Jury did not immediately obey the summons, 
but in the course of about five minutea they 
returned into the box, and were then asked 
if they had as yet agreed on their verdict ? 

The Foreman instantly answered yes; 
and that they found the prisoner—Guilty. 

'lire expression of this opinion, so differ- 
ent from what was anticipated by the attdi- 
ence in Court, from the summing up of the 
lenrued Judge, excited very great surprise, 
and several persons gave utterance very 
audibly to their feelings of satisfaction. 

Mr. Justice Park promptly reminded 
them of the necessity of conducting them¬ 
selves with decorum m a Court of Justice, 
and his determination to punish those who 
repeated the offence. 

His Lordship, who seemed to be very little 
prepared for such a verdict, then consulted 
fur h few minutes, in great apparent earnest¬ 
ness, with the Recorder, anil immediately 
afterwards begged the Sheiiff to request the 
attendance of his href her G arrow. 

Mr. Baton (i a tutuw, the Sheriffs, and a 
number of Aldermen and Magistrates, then 
entered the Court; and a consultation be¬ 
tween the two learned Judges and the 
Recorder was then renewed for several 
minutes. At its conclusion, 

Mr. Justice Park addressed the Counsel 
for the prisoner, and observed that under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, he and 
bis learned brother had agreed to defer 
passing judgment on the prisouer until Mon¬ 
day morning. 

Mr. Seijeant Andrews immediately ad¬ 
dressed his Lordship, and requested,iu that 
case, that the prisoner might he permitted 
lo depart, on finding sureties for his re-ap- 
paarunce on Monday morning. 

Mr. Allkv , however, wos proceeding to 
oppose this application on the part of the 
pi nsecution, when 

4 Mr. Justice Park said he could make no 
distinction between <the case of the prisoner 


m 

and that of any other petttm convicted of 
felony: justice must be dealt out to the 
same extent to the rich man as to the poor. 
He begged, however, that be might not, in 
saying this, be supposed to cast soy asper¬ 
sion on the character of the prisoner, as he 
had no doubt, if the forms of justice had 
allowed his taking bail for the prisoner, liiat 
ho would have appeared accordingly. It 
was probable that the Court might pronounce 
a sentence of imprisonment, and consequent¬ 
ly it would make little difference whether 
the judgment was pronounced then or on 
Monday, 

The prisoner was brought in from New- 
i gate on Monday at twelve o’clock (at which 
| lime Mr. Justice Park attended), when lie 
| was sentenced to pay a fine to the King of 
I Two Honored and Fiftv Pounds. John 
Long immediately pulled a handful of bank- 
I notes from his pocket, paid the money to 
the officer of the court, and was imme¬ 
diately discharged. Having quitted the 
| bar, he proceeded to the court-yard in com¬ 
pany with his friends, wheie he got into 
the curricle of the Marquis of Sligo, and 
rode off with his lordship amidst the con¬ 
gratulations of his “ noble ” friends, and the 
bootings, hissings, and laughter of the 
populace. 


ON THE MODS OP ELECTING HOSPITAL 
SURGEONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Your readers cannot be insensible 
to the strenuous efforts you have mode on 
several occasions to direct the attention of 
the profession, and the governors of hospi¬ 
tals in particular, lo the abuses exercised in 
the present system of electing their sur¬ 
geons. You’huve proved bow often, by in¬ 
terest, an inexperienced youth has been 
[Raced owr his superiors, aud you have de¬ 
precated the glaring impropriety of making 
that the prize of conaangui.ity which should 
be the boon of exalted merit, and the reward 
of indefatigable professional study: although 
this has become a thrice-tuid tale, still no 
remedy lias been applied. 1 therefore trust 
1 shall not be thought presumptuous if E 
address to hospital surgeons a few’reraarks 
which appear to me calculated, in some de¬ 
gree, to ensure to them an increased portion 
of respect and consideration io tbo profes¬ 
sion of which they are responsible mem¬ 
bers. 

Every hospital, in proportion to the num¬ 
ber of surgical patients received into its 
wards, thould maintain one or two house- 
surgeons to tnke the immediate charge and 
supvrintenrlaneo of casualties. The appoint¬ 
ment should be given to members of the 
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College of Surgeons, from £3 to 26 years or 
age who have conducted themselves irre- 

K chabiy as students and dressers at the 
. iUl, and who, under a public exam {na¬ 
tion* have given proof of superior attainments 
in the science* and dexterity and skill in 
the practice, of surgery. The office should 
be held one year, and where the services of 
two house-surgeons ore required, it would 
be a desirable arrangement to make the elec¬ 
tion half-yearly. 

With regard to the appointment of sur¬ 
geons of hospitals, it should be considered 
as an indispensable qualification in the can¬ 
didates to have filled the post nf house sur¬ 
geon ; in fact, the governors should be 
urged to reject all those who hud not taken 
that probationary step, and not, ns at pre¬ 
sent, fix their exclusive choice on the ap¬ 
prentices of the surgeons. 

I am induced to present these suggestions 
to the consideration of hospital surgeons for 
many reasons; in the first place, after an 
absence of some years from the hospital of 
which I was a pupil, I was sensibly im¬ 
pressed by the increased emulation of its 
surgeons, 1 found each courting the remarks 
and inquiries of the student, and anxious to 
imparl every fact illustrative of the cases 
presented to view ; in short, instead of the 
taciturn perambulation of watd after ward, 
to which 1 had in some roeusure been ac¬ 
customed, I found the whole time occupied 
in an interesting clinical conversation. 'Ibis 
improved state of circumstances gives me 
the conviction, that surgeons of hospitals 
are awakened to an enlarged view of the; 
important duties connected with their pun- ’ 
lie situations : evincing then as they do, a ; 
zeal for the profession, united to the bene i 
vulence of the trust reposed in them, we 
may reasonably hope to gain their concur¬ 
rence in any measure tending with the i 
general good to elevate their own character 1 
as o body. Again, they have gieul influent-t¬ 
in the establishment of which they are 
officers, and as long us that influence is ex¬ 
erted in a cause which ultimately tends to 
the amelioration of human misery, it t« their 
just reward, and no disinterested individual 
of the medical profession would wish for an 
instant to deprive them of their well-earned 
prerogative, but this power furnishes us 
with another claim upon them, for at h ast 
a serious consideration of any proposal 
Offered for their approval. 

I cannot conclude without making n few 
genet a! remarks on the favourable results 
likely to arise from the adoption of the fore¬ 
going suggestions. In the first place, the 
greatest stimulus is afforded to the student, 
and an excitement is given to«-xi:ul in hospi¬ 
tal pursuits, for he has always before him lb" 
prospect of filling a distinguished situation 
We have had loo many serious instances of 


the utter incompetency of dressers not to 
feel assured, that any measure calculated to 
mature their knowledge must abound in ad¬ 
vantage to the community, inasmuch as the 
patients committed, in some degree, to their 
care, would have present and competent aid 
secured to them in the distress of sickness. 

Advancing in our proposition we come to 
the house-suigeon. This appointment, in¬ 
stead of being buttered as it is at present, 
and made a very expensive undertaking, 
should be reserved as a reword for the skil¬ 
ful performance of the duties of dresser, aud 
good general conduct in the hospital; but 
it should be given under certain conditions, 
as, the candidate being perpetual pupil of 
the hospital, a member of the College of 
Surgeons, auu baviug undergone a public 
examination. 

We now arrive at the desirable ultimatum 
ut which 1 am aiming, und J with fully to 
establish the position, that all hospital sur¬ 
geons should be selected by the governors 
from the ci-devant house-surgeons, because 
then the situation would be filled by men 
who, through all the g-ndurim'* of their pro¬ 
fessional career, have ben. ii.thu-iio >! by the 
most ardent zeal in the acquisition of know¬ 
ledge, from the period of their commencing 
as pupils to the consummation of their 
highest hopes und wishes in the possession 
of the honourable distinction of hospital sur¬ 
geon, a title which wmild then ut once 
emerge from that baneful cloud (private in¬ 
terest) by which its brightest features arc 
at pres tit obscured, and burning finth as 
the rewardo* genuine merit, and the incen¬ 
tive to high deeds, would become the mlmi. 
ration of nu n of science ns an ornament ot.lv 
to be acquired by character, industry, und 
professional nitamm* ut-*. 

I have :!.e honour to 1»\ Sir, 

Your constant reader and well-wisher, 

Aims. 

October 6, 1830. 


ooj.Licr •»! ru HusoNs. 

To the Editor vf Tm Lamcft. 

Sift,—1 am greatly surprised at Mr. Will- 
rock’s ruiscnnct’lilion «»f the charter of that 
high-minded body, the Council of the Royal 
Col'ege of Surgeons. The error should he 
corrected on account of its tendency, which 
is to revive a custom that is falling into dis¬ 
use ; 1 allude to “ passim:," or, in other 
words, submitting to be fleeced of twenty 
guineas, under the false pretcuce that the 
diploma is a necessary ingredient in the 
composition of a surgeon. 

The depressed circumstances of many 
medical pupils made it necessary to econo¬ 
mise their funds; and in order thexeto, 



SIR WILLIAJ 

they naturally inquired what was essentially 
necessary to the completion of their educa¬ 
tion and their qualification to practise? T/ie 
Lancet Boon satisfied them, that to prac¬ 
tise surgery, the diploma of the College was 
not a necessary warrant; and they them¬ 
selves well knew, that as the college exami¬ 
nation was not a test of fitness, so was the 
certificate uo evidence of ability. The diffu¬ 
sion of this knowledge has occasioned a 
great falling off in the exchequer of Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn Fields, thereby wounding those 
w'orthy men, the examiners, in their centre 
of sensibility--the pocket j and has I be¬ 
lieve done more towards producing pass¬ 
ing mid approaching changes, tliuu even 
your eloquent denunciations of their iui- 
ijuitous legislation. 

It cannot he too generally known, that 
the college diploma confers no advantage, 
that it does not protect the possessor from 
the rivalry of another who Los not been a 
prey to the spoilers, that it will not enable 
the holder to enter the public services—in 
other terms, it is a piece of sealed paper 
certifying lies, and signed by men whose 
corporate injustice, leaves no doubt of their 
willingness to sigu uu instrument which 
would consign the holder to the prince of 
the power of the air, for half the “ con¬ 
sideration ’’ they extort for the evidence ’of 
their cupidity, and the illimitable folly of 
their dupe—the purchaser. 

With unbounded gratitude for votir cease¬ 
less and successful endeavours for the in¬ 
terests of your professional brethren, and 
those of science aud humanity, 
l remain, Sir, 

V ours respect fully, 

A SUIIGEO.V. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of'Ynt L an err. 

Sin,—Although 1 cannot approve of the 
abuse which Mr. W. A. Watford has so in¬ 
discriminately and unsparingly showered 
down upon the heads of Sir \\. Wizard and 
Mr. 11 ending!on. or help being pleased at 
the spirit which has actuated the pupils of, 
the London Hospital in taking up the. 
cudgels in defence ot their teacher: yet 1 
think they might have spared themselves 
the trouble, hud the former gentleman only 
been concerned ; for they may rely upon it, 
that then? is not one. amongst them for 
whose interest, unconnected with his own. 
Sir William cares a rush. 1 know not what 
the morn of his life was, but 1 can recol¬ 
lect that the afternoon was rather unpro- 
pitious; it was much inclined to be bois¬ 
terous; but with this curious anomaly, 
although the wind which waa raised, raged 
No. 375, 


A BLIZARD. 

with fury amongst *the shrubs and under- 
shrubs ; yet it courteously paasod by the 
stately tree which seemed to mock its rage, 
without even ruffling a leaf. The eve was 
rather more calm, but it led to a long aud 
dreary night, which still continues to darken 
the path of the surgical student, without even 
an occasional ray to illumine it. From 
amongst the many illiberal acts of this 
worthy knight, may be selected the follow¬ 
ing: his continued hostility to Mr. Head- 
ington when a pupil, for daring to amputate 
an arm, the urgency of the case not admit¬ 
ting delay: 

liis unjustifiable conduct towards Dr. 
Frampurn (then Mr. Frampton), one of the 
most talented men who ever sat in the ana¬ 
tomical chair of the London Hospital or of 
any other school, of whom an eminent sur¬ 
geon of the present day was heard to say, 
when his name was spoken of, ** Oh ! you 
mean the young man who was so ill used by 
the Blizards 

His implacable hatred to Mr. John Scott, 
his assistant, for presuming to think and to 
act for himself: 

Ilis present hostile feelings, which are 
displayed against those anatomical pupils 
who have not yet entered the hospital, in 
not allowing them the advantage of subscrib¬ 
ing to the library, although it is acknow¬ 
ledged that they urn in debt to their book¬ 
seller between 20/. aud SO/., which the 
subscriptions from those young men would 
soou liquidate; and in obstinately refusing 
to allow any' of tbes« anatomical pupils to 
witness the performance of an operation. 
Upon one occasion last winter, I was pre¬ 
sent at the performance of several opera¬ 
tions, when Sir W. cast a look around, and 
discovering more pupils than usual, he, in 
a very authoritative tone, desired those 
gentlemen who were not pupils of the hos¬ 
pital, to leave the theatre. This man¬ 
date was, of course, not attended to, and 
the knight was content to mutter aotue- 
; thing about’ 1 very ungentleinauly conduct.” 
l-pou leaving the hospital, l learned that 
the annlomic.il lecture had been put off for 
that day, in consequence of the uumher of 
operations to be performed. These disap¬ 
pointed young gentlemen were expected 
then to walk quietly buck to their homes! 

Fid saucte Jupiter!!" 

Stranger, came not nigh, 

He sees a luucrt iu every eye. 

Should you deem this letter worthy u 
place in your useful journal, I shall bo 
obliged by your inserting it.* 

I am, Sir, . 

Your most obedient servant, 

A Fill END 10 THE M EMC At- SIV DENI. 

23, Had low Street, Burton Crescent. 

Oct. 12, UK5U. 
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REMARKS ON LONG’S TRIAL. 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Nov. 6, 1850. 

Tmt ferns of law,—we wish wo could 
ny the satisfactory decrees of justice,—hav¬ 
ing been fulfilled in the cue of John Long, 
We are relieved from the pain of further si¬ 
lence, and may now give full expression to 
oar feeling* of indignation, without the risk 
of incurring the charge of " desiring to pre¬ 
judice the public mind against a man who is 
about to endure the ordeal of a trial before n 
jury of bis countrymen, upon an accusation 
of felony.” 

Before adverting to the recent proceedings 
at the Old Bailey, it may be necessary to go 
back to the circumstances of the inquest, 
and to refer once more to those transactions 
with which we were so unexpectedly and 
unwillingly connected. As some few per- 
cons have takon upon themselves to con¬ 
demn the Editor for his interference at the 
inquest, and as the cause of his presence on 
that occasion appears still to be ill*under-; 
atood by a portion of the public, it may be j 
well to rc-inaert in this place the explana¬ 
tion which was published in N 0 .S 66 of Tjie 
Lancet : " Late on Friday night, August 
20th, two gentlemen called at the residence 
of Mr. Wakley, in Bedford Square, and 
stated that an inquest was to be held the 
next day at noon on the bodv of a young 
lady who had been under the treatment of 
Mr. Long; that her life had terminated 
almost suddenly, and under circumstances 
which appeared to demand a rigid investi¬ 
gation ; .that the sister of the deceased young 
lady, who had also been under Mr. Long’s 
care, was in a dying state, and only expect¬ 
ed to survive a few hours; that the family 
was from the sister kingdom, and that the 
mother and brother-in-law were entire 
strangers to London, were suffering the 
most intense anguish, were half distracted,! 
and knew not what cauwe to adopt; that 


the brother-in-law, Mr. Bweetaran, bad 
been strongly nrged to request Mr. Wakley 
to attend at the inquest and act for the fa¬ 
mily, in order that the ends of public justice 
might not be defeated. In compliance with 
the wishes of the relatives, the two gentle¬ 
men observed they had then called. Mr. 
Wakley pointed out to them, that hia ap¬ 
pearance on the inquest at that time, as he 
wsb a candidate for the office of Coroner, 
might to many persona appear very objec¬ 
tionable, and in the absence of explanation, 
would indicate very bod taste, if not defec¬ 
tive judgment. Moroover, he represented 
to them, that haviug long ago denounced 
Mr. Long as a quack and an “ impostor,” 
his attending, as it were agaiust Mr. Long, 
might assume the character of vindictive¬ 
ness. He therefore refused, in the most 
positive manner, to take any part in the 
proceedings, unless ha received, on the fol¬ 
lowing morning from the deceased young 
lady's relatives, an especial request for his 
interference. Early the next day, a gentle¬ 
man called from Mr. Swef.tm an, and solicit¬ 
ed, as u particular favour, that Mr. Wakli-.v 
would call upon the relatives before thu 
time appointed for holding the inquest. 
Accordingly’, about half an hour previous to 
the arrival of the Coroner, Mr. Wakley at¬ 
tended in Morniogton Place, and after a very 
few words bad passed, ho found that ho 
could not, consistently with wlmi he deem¬ 
ed to be his public duty, any longer with¬ 
hold his consent to appear at the inquest, 
on behalf of Mr. Swvitman, and the de¬ 
ceased young lady’s distracted parent. 

** Of course Mr. Wakm v acted without 
fee or reward, and solely 111*00 public 
grounds. If any one cundcmu his conduct, 
that person can neither be a kind parent 
nor an affectionate brother; neither can he 
be possessed of those feelings which should 
direct the conduct of an honest man.”* 

The proceedings at the inquest held on the 
body of the unfortunate Miss Cabimn were 


Lancet, September 4til. 



LONG’S *< WELL-EDUCATED ” DUPES. 


chiefly remarkable for having exhibited the 
medical and legal iacompetency of an attor¬ 
ney-coroner ; the extreme ignorance of a 
bullying barrister named Adolphus; the 
dear, scientific, and conclusive evidence 
given by the well-educated medical wit¬ 
nesses ; the delusive, nonsensical, incompre¬ 
hensible tales related by the Quack’s “ well- 
educated’* and fashionable dupes ; and the 
patience, clear perception, and strong judg¬ 
ment, which can be exercised by a jury of 
honest Englishmen. The coroner himself, 
probably, showed more of the quality of pa¬ 
tience than was ever before displayed by 
human being while in the execution of the 
duties of such an office. The stuff, the 
honridly disgusting stuff, to which be listen¬ 
ed day after day, apparently without vexa¬ 
tion or fatigue, had well nigh smothered all 
the well-informed portion of the audience,— 
trash, which was as irrelevant to the subject 
under inquiry, as it was disgraceful to the 
inane, or insane, creatures by whom it was 
utterred. The following may be taken as 
specimens. A young lady declared that 
“ she had been cured of consumption by hav¬ 
ing been rubbed with Mr.L ong's ‘'liquid.” 
That bet u consumption ” consisted of a 
cough, which had continued two or three 
months before she had been “rubbed;” 
that to cure this “ consumption ” she had 
only previously consulted a medical prac¬ 
titioner two or three times; that when 
*• rubbed ’’ the liquid produced no effect 
upon the skin, except over the part where 
“ her lungs were diseased; ” that there it 
instantly produced a wound and a discharge ; 
that, under the application of the same 
liquid, the wound healed, when, she 
being well, the fluid might bo rubbed 
all over her with impunity, as it produced 
no effect when persons were in health, but 
that, when rubbed upon skin which covers 
a diseased part, it would immediately pro¬ 
duce a wound nnd n discharge 1” 

The truth of these statements, it must be 
remembered, km attested by the concurring; 


if* 

evidence of several witnesses. One grade* 
man had “ inhaled ” and “ rubbed ” for the 
gout, with attacks of which disease he had 
been troubled for several years, at interval* 
varying from “one to three months.” He con¬ 
sidered that be was cured, having had no re¬ 
turn of his complaint for about f< five weeks 1” 
Another had been much harassed by severe 
headachs at intervals j the liquid was rubbed 
upon his cheat and produced no effect, but 
when applied between the shoulders, the 
floodgates of the peccant humour were in- 
Btantly opened, and the malady quickly 
flowed off in the form of a fine limpid stream! 
Another gentleman bore testimony to the 
fact that Long’s liquid had completely re¬ 
duced a decided dislocation of his child’s 
hip-joint! This gentleman was a colonel 
in the army, and he alleged that, in addition 
to his own personal knowledge of the fact, 
he had the authority of several highly-emi- 
neat Burgeons for saying, that his child's hip 
had been dislocated. But kite all-powerful 
liquid quickly sent back the refractory bone 
to its legitimate, home ! The Marchioness 
of Ormond knew that Miss Cashin’s back 
was rubbed with the same liquid that she 
and her daughters had repeatedly used 
for washing their hands, but she did not 
see her buck rubbed. Slto ** knew ” it was 
the same liquid because it was taken from 
the same bottle, but she did not “see” it 
taken from tbu bottle, neither did she see ’* 
the hack rubbed. Sir Francis Burdktt* 
bore testimony to the perfect safety of 
Long’s practice. The honourable baronet. 


* Hie motive which in. ’.need Sir Francis Bur- 
nun to iir.*l vi.it f ,o*u. has hern thu* explained. 
The tumble, baronet « on term* of intimacy with 
llir Marque, uf Asci.fcsiiv. who left llo-nlam* of 
Waterloo, minus a Irp. Sir I : hvn<is. keenly tecling 
lie. his JrirndVini-sinrttiiw, iijtxrinjr heard ol the mira¬ 
culous powers nt'ihc mjsth: *■ linnul," and havin'* 
read probably that if the claw oia lobster be tak-u 
ulT, the energies of the animal are equal to tins 
production of another claw, he applied, it is said, to 
I I.oni; to know wlii-lhcr, if the “ seiret fluid *’ were 
! ifeutiy “rubbed" over tile skin of the slump, Ih« 
Marquis's and tool mi.tht not crow again ' It 
is repotted, that althomh the leir and loot Were 
not louiicoiniuK, the operation wan not entirely 
unproductive, having, within a short period, pro¬ 
duced ft $reai toe. 
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however, M knew nothing of the composition 
of the liquid, nor of the inhaled gas; nor 
had he ever seen Miss Cash in, nor could he 
distinguish n glass of prussic acid from a 
glass of spring water." 

Such was the nonsense to which the coro¬ 
ner lent a ready ear during several days, 
although, under the circumstances, it was an 
insult to the jury, and to the public, to at¬ 
tend to such witnesses, still leas to the con¬ 
ceptions with wliich they had been inspired 
by their well-skilled juggler. The conduct 
of the coroner will demand a few more words 
presently. 

Of Mr. Adolphus it is almost unneces¬ 
sary for us to speak. He is really a poor 
thing—a very ignorant creature. With 
till the malignity of the viper, but without 
the sting even of a gnat, his powerless, ill- 
directed, and ill-tempered movements, were 
incessant sources of mirth. It was fortunate 
for the ends of public justice that Lono had 
such an advocate. Concerning the law of the 
case, the Coroner and Adolphus appeared 
to about equal advantage, both having con¬ 
tended, before the inquest terminated, that 
it was not a case of manslaughter. 

The evidence of the medical witnesses, 
with only one exception, was given with 
extreme accuracy, precision, and clearness. 
The exception to this otherwise unqualified 
approbation, is to be found in the evidence 
of Mr. Brodie. As the defect, however, to 
which we refer, was again prominently ob¬ 
servable on the trial, where it might have 
proved entirely fatal to the cause of justice 
and bumauity, we shall not further advert 
to it in this place, but notice it while 
speaking of the proceedings at the Old 
Bailey. 

Thojury, until towards the conclusion of 
the inquiry, listened with the most exem¬ 
plary attention to a mass of evidence that 
was not in the slightest degree either di¬ 
rectly or indirectly relevant to the subject 
under inquiry, wliich, in fact, was to inves¬ 
tigate the causes that led to the death of 


Mis# Cashin. Had it not been for the ex¬ 
traordinary address of the Coroner at the 
conclusion, the jury probably would not 
have deliberated for more than five miantes 
upon wliat should be their verdict. The 
Coroner did not confine himself to the facts 
elicited in the evidence, but went directly 
to the consequences of a verdict of man¬ 
slaughter. He not only gave the jury to 
understand that Long had not committed 
manslaughter, but that no indictment fur 
manslaughter could be sustained against 
any man in such a case, whether a regular 
or irregular practitioner. The experience of 
Mr. Stirling ought to have told him, that 
to make allusion to the effects of a verdict, 
was proceeding far beyond the line of his 
duty. It was, indeed, natural enough that 
the jury should hesitate, when they were 
given to understand, that a verdict of man¬ 
slaughter would only cause the culprit to be 
bailed with reference to his appearance at 
the Old Hailey. Mr. Stirling's opinion 
was so strong on this point, that instead of 
causing Long to be apprehended, ns was 
bis duty, be kept the warrant for his cap¬ 
tion, in his pocket, during several days, 
and, in truth, until after an application bad 
been made to the magistrates at Bow Street 
for inquiring into the inexplic able circum¬ 
stances of the delay. Our view of tbo case 
was entirely opposed to that of Mr. Stir¬ 
ling, and, had we not been fully and firmly 
persuaded from the first, that it was not 
only a case of felony, but an aggravated cas“ 
of felony, fur diifnrent, we believe, would 
have been the salutary impression mado 
upon the public mind. 

Strongly influenced by this opinion, wc 
pressed for an examination of the body on 
the first day of the inqueiit, although this 
proceeding was much opposodby Mr.SwFr.T- 
m an. It is quite certain that we could 
have had no desire to add torture to ilia 
| distracted feelings of a family so greatly 
afflicted ; but the omission of the direction 
must have produced a uesh in the web of 
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the law, through which a larger culprit 
than John Long might hare easily crept; 
for no medical man could have been justi¬ 
fied (although the irritation caused by such 
n wound as was observed- ou the back 
would have been sufficient to kill ten strong 
persons)*; in swearing that that wound had 
caused death, until he had thoroughly ex¬ 
amined the internal structures of the body. 
We therefore urged both the first and the 
second examinations, by means of which 
evidence of the most conclusive character 
was obtained. 

After the coroner’s jury had returned 
their verdict of “ manslaughter ” against 
Long, wo hoped and expected that there 
would have been no necessity for further 
interference on our part. Unhappily we; 
were deceived, for Air. Sweetman declined j 
to appear as prosecutor, or to incur any ex¬ 
pense in the affair. Ilenco Mr. Capes, the 
parish beadle, was set down as prosecutor, 
aud the names of the whole of Air. Long's 
witnesses were inserted upon the back of 
(he bill to be preferred before the grand 
jury. This hill was to have been laid be¬ 
fore the grand jury at the Sessions House, 
Clerkonwell, on Friday, September 17th, 
the eighth day of the coutested election for 
curouer, when, from the bustle, coufusion, 
and anxiety tliut prevailed, John Long enter¬ 
tained strong hopes,probably,that the bill as 
Hum drawn up, with the names of the whole 
of kit witnesses distinctly inscribed upon 
it, would he at once iguored. On step¬ 
ping from the hustings into the Sessions 
House, wh were much surprised nt seeing 
severs! of Air. Long's “noble" witnesses 
iu attendance, and still more surprised at 
hearing that they were nil in the neigh, 
bourhood, comfortably lodged in apartments 
which had been procured for them by the 
beadle, whose name was set down as the 
prosecutor. Of course wo at ouce saw 
that a bill, with such a list of names at the 
hack of it, could not be safely preferred be¬ 
fore the grand jury. Further, Mrs. lion- 
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dii, from indisposition, was not in attend¬ 
ance. Under these circumstances, we felt 
little hesitation in applying to the court for 
a postponement until the next sessions. 
But it was urged to us by a gentleman of 
considerable legal knowledge, in the pre¬ 
sence of Dr. James Johnson, Mr. Kino, 
Mr. Evans, Dr. Hogo, and other medical 
gentlemen, that there would be no use in 
delay; tbut one indictment was as good ss 
another; that the grand jury would nut find 
u any bill," and that the charge could not be 
sustained at the Old Bailey, because it was 
not a case of manslaughter. Acting, how¬ 
ever, upon the opinion which we had all 
along entertained, and our views having 
been supported by the gentlemen just 
named, we resolved, if possible, not to give 
such a culprit as John Long the benefit of 
au ignored bill. Most of our readers are 
probably aware, that had not the bill been 
“ found,” Lono would have been tried at 
the Old Bailey on the coroner’s Inquisition, 
but the fact of a bill not baring been sus¬ 
tained before the grand jury upon supposed 
exparte proof, might, in the subsequent pro¬ 
ceedings, have acted as a stumbling-block 
in the path of justice ; forit would naturally 
have been said, how weak must be the 
charge against Long, if it could not be sup¬ 
ported upon au exparte statement before 
ihe grand jury. Exparte, indeed! with the 
unmes of the whole of Air. Long's “ noble” 
and ignoble witnesses, flourishing in a style 
of unusunl grandeur upon the back of the bill! 

A brief reflection on what we had ob¬ 
served Hi the Sessions House, convinced us 
that n now hill of indictment was necessary; 
that ihe names, which had been improperly 
inscribed, should not be again inserted ; and 
that the employment of counsel would bo 
indispensable. Accordingly we applied to 
Air. 11kn8on, of Bouverie Street, s gentle¬ 
man quite unknown to us, but who, we were 
given lo understand, was deeply conversant 
in the various proceedings of our criminal 
courts. 
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The redrawn hill, when laid before the 
grand jury, was “ found,*' after the examina¬ 
tion of only three or four witnesses; and in 
despite of all the wise and learned predic¬ 
tions to the contrary, in despite of the pro¬ 
found legal knowledge of the attorney- 
coroner, in despite of the ravings of the 
gentlemanly and learned Adolphus, Long 
has been tried at the Old Hailey, and by 
another sensible, upright jury of liis coun- 


The Edinburgh Dispensatory. Twelfth 
Edition. By Andrew Duncan, M.D., 
Prof. Mat. Med. in the Vniv. of Edin., 
&e. Edinburgh: Black. 1830. 8vo. pp. 
1127. 

Op this elaborate and admirable work, it 
would be superfluous for us to offer any 
lengthened notice,j The great and gradually- 
increasing merits of the Be vend previous 
editions are already known to every woll- 
| educated practitioner ; while, of the pro- 


try men, he has been found guilty of won- j bable value of the improvements in the pre- 
staughter. {sent edition, Dr. Duncan's characteristic 

The counsel for the prosecution conducted | “^ U8tr y. and eminent professional altoiu- 
their case with nice tact, and discriminating 


ingenuity; and the opening address of Mr. 
Alley exhibited a masculine and lumioous 


wonts, together constitute an adequate gua¬ 
rantee. 

The principal additions in the impression 
now before us, consist in the introduction of 


view of the facts, and of the law. Both Mr. j the several improvements of the new Dublin 

Pharmacopoeia, of the important facts and 
explanations appended to a translation of 
the Dispensatory by MM. Cbereuu and llo- 
biqutt, and. of various tables of classification 
of the materia medics, on natural and phy¬ 
siological foundations. Dr. Duncan has ol&u, 
at length, remedied an important delect in 
the previous editions, by adding to the no¬ 
tice of each article in the materia niedici 
a list of synonyms*, officinal preparations, 
and incompatible substances. Jfe has also, 
following the model of the best continental 
writers, prefixed to the history of each plant 


Alley and Mr. Phillips, as soon as they 
had read their briefs, entertained not the 
slightest doubt that the crime of which 
Long had been guilty, amounted to man¬ 
slaughter ; and that in the absence of tech¬ 
nical errors, a verdict of “ guilty ” was 
certain. 

Tbe public will not be a little surprised 
to learn, that in conducting a prosecution of 
this important and singular nature, the 
funds have been supplied exclusively by our¬ 


selves, and that we stand responsible to Mr. as mut ], u f jts botanical description as ro¬ 
ll en son for whatever costs may yet remain j lates to itemedicimd employment, tiually. 
unpaid. We should not, probably, have! wo cannot pass over the highly important 
alluded to this circumstance, if it were not: additions he has made to our knowledge of 

, . . 4l . . . __ . i the effects of reagent* ©u veuetahlo solu- 

to stimulate the law commissioners to ac-: b ° 


tivityin an important part of their duty; and j 
to show that a prmcculor way suffer nearly I 
as great a pecuniary loss in obtaining the j 
verdict of a jury against a felon, as the ; 
felon himself may incur from the sentence 
of a judge 1 

Want of space obliges us lo postpone the 
further consideration of this subject until! 
next week. 


turns. 

We have, notwithstanding, caught oiiu 
little error in the pursuit of our critical 
angling, lu the article on copper, p. 41U, 
Dr. Duncan continues to recommend sugar 
as an nutidota to poisouing by that metal, 
apparently not aware that it has been proved 
that the stomach must attain the tempera¬ 
ture of 212 before the slightest decompo- 
! sition of the poison can he accomplished. 
This fact Orfila has stated in the last edition 
of his Toxicology, and he at the same timo 
adduces abundant proof of the efficacy of 
albumen und the ferrocyanatc of potash, ns 
antidotes in cases of poisoning by uuy of the 
soluble cupreous preparations. 

We arc almost inclined to indulge in ahearty 
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laugh at tli© dismay this edition must ocoa- ing would soon tike place there* Under 
sion among the riling generation of “Athe- these circumstances Mr. James resolved 
niau” physicians; indeed we take this early upon tying the aorta, notwithstanding the 
notice of the work, for the purpose of calling objections of his colleagues, who all saw 
attention to the great mass of professional the hopelessness of the ease. It is none* 
information the benevolent professor has cessary for us to describe the steps of this 
accumulated for their edification. In the operation, which was performed on July Mb, 
next number, we shall, perhaps, invoke aH it differed in no essential point from that 
their approbation of the new edition of Dr. of Sir A. Cooper, the operator not venturing 
Turner's Chemistry, which, amongst on in* t(> attempt the lateral operation from the fear 
finite variety of novel und useful additions, of peritoneal adhesions, which was subse- 
conlains highly-in ter eating details on the quently proved to be well founded. Suffice 
" haloid” suits of Jlerzelius, on charhozotic it to Bay, that notwithstanding considerable 
und aspartic acids, on indigo brown, indigo difficulty from the protrusion of inflated in- 
red, and indigo blue, aud on many other \ teatines, and the density of the investments 
equally important subjects. of the artery, the ligature was exactly placed 

round it, and firmly drawn, entirely put- 
i — ting a atop to the pulsation in the aneurismal 

sac, and that the patient died three hours 
gMic-ainugicat Mm. Vo!. “* » Wf On disaectioo, tbe 

XV!. Parti. London: Longman. lino. was fcundto have been completely 

!, applied about use line* below tlie origin of 

the inferior mesenteric artery, and to bare 
Tins rolume, tliough not of great bulk, con- included no oiber port except a small rein 
tains a considerable number of papers, of which lay close upon the aoru. The cause 
each of which weehall give a abort analysis, of tbe failure of the first operation was now 
varying however in length, according to the | discovered,—tlie femoral, or rather annual 
value and importance of each. t iliac, artery, dividingjust above l’oupart’s 

'J'he iirst paper contains an account of the j ligament, so that there had remained a free 
case in which tbe aorta was tied in .1 uly, nutlet from the lower port of the sac by 
1 tlgp, for aneurism of the external itiaa, by j mesas of the profunda, 'i he sue itself was 
Mr. .tames of Exeter, which we have al-' of such size and extent, that any attempt to 
ready mentioned more tiinn once. The pa- j tie tlie common iliac would have certainly 
lient, •flat. 14, had beeu ill four months, I failed, unless indeed it bad been made at a 
his complaint had been considered aa 'die- j much earlier period. 

case of the hip-joint, and was, for a abort j As fsr as the mere pcr/oroionre of tin 
time, treated aa such bv Mr. JunieB,there j operation goes, &lr. dames is certainly un¬ 
being many of the symptoms of that disease, j titled 111 praise ; but we think that he would 
and little or no external tumour, at the time have showu more judgment had he abstained 
of his admission into the hospital. Ou from s proceeding which could not in this 
dune ‘Jd, the aneurismal swelling being then instsnee, and, in our opinion, never can ba 
greatly incieased, so as lo occupy the whole expected to, prove successful, sioee no sur- 
ofthe left iliac region, aud considerably pro- geon will venture to have recourse to it 
truce the lower part of the abdomen, Mr. hut under themoat unfavourable aud despe- 
Jaines performed Wardrops operation, the rate circumstances, aud when all other re¬ 
artery being tied about half un iuch below medics have failed. 

I’oupart's ligament, iduring tlie two days l he paper, Xo. tf, is by Mr. Barlow of 
following this operation, there was a decided j Blackburn, aud coutaius an account of tho 
diminution iu tho tumour; but, on the third, | aucceatful removal of a largo tumour of tho 
it began slowly to increaac again, and iu nature of" medullary sarcoma," which had 
another week had regained its farmer size, existed for nine years, and occupied nearly 
After this lime it extended rapidly iu every the whole check, protruding tho mucous 
direction, particularly st its lower and outer membrane of the mouth inwards, anil de¬ 
part, where tbe integumonte became of a pending aomo way beyond the edge of tbe 
dusky tod, ind it was evident that slough- lower jsw. The operation lad boon pro. 
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nounced impracticable by several surgeons,! weeks after the operition, and Wore it had 
aud is highly creditable to the skill and j quite divided tbe parts which it encircled, 
boldness of Mr. Blackburn ; though attend-j it was withdrawn, the ends of the bone 
ed with profuse baunorrlm-e, it was accora-' being then completely consolidated. '1 o 
plished without much difficulty; neither the ! prevent all risk, the use ol the apparatus 
mucous metnhnme of the mouth nor the j was continued for six weeks longer. The 
parotid duct was injured, and the patient, j union is now complete, and what is very rc- 
a female mtut. W, was, in three weeks, j markable, there is not the least abort* niug 
completely recovered. Annexed to this ■ of the limb. It is impossible to form any 
case is another, which occurred more than j positive conclusion from a single case; but 
thirtr .rears age, in which sudden death j the method in question certainly appears to 
was caused by the entrance of air into a j possess some advantages over the inlroduc- 
vein during the removal of a tumour from j tion of a seton, the failure of which ha*, 
the neck. The circumstances of this case j probably, in general been owing to its ope- 
agree entirely with those of the case de- ration not being sufficiently extended, 
scribed by M. Dupuytren in 1SS>8, on read- No. 4 is an “ account of a concrete oil 
ing which, Mr. Blackburn became tirst aware existing as a constituent principle of healthy 
of its real nature, having previously as- blood,” by Dr. LI. G. Babiugton. This oil, 
cribed the fatal event to ordinary syncope which was first suspected in milky serum 


from fright or nervous shock. 

No. S is a case of ununited fracture of 
the thigh-bone, by Dr. Somme of Antwerp. 
The patient was a healthy subject, the want 


of union had been caused by his restlessness, J 


and after five months had elapsed, a com-1 


pltte cure was effected by a new method of 
treatment, analogous to, though, in some 
respects, different from, that by seton. As 
the account of the operation is very short, 
we shall give it in the author's words 
“ The patient being placed on his back 
and supported, 1 passed a lung trocar aud 
cauula at first downwards on the inside of 
the upper fragment, and made it pierce the 
skin btdiind, and a little to the outside , the 
trocar was then withdrawn, and a silver | 


by Hewson, lately demonstrated by Dr. 
Traill, and very recently obtained in a sepa¬ 
rate state by Dr. Christisou, has now been 
shown by Dr. Babington to exist constantly 
in the healthy blood not only of man, but of 
other animals, ll may be procured by very 
gently agitating a quantity of serum with 
a third port of ether, and separating and 
evaporating the latter after four or five davs, 
ami when it bus become ot a yellow colour. 
The oil thus obtained (which forms about 
of the serum of the blood), “ is of a 
deep yellow hue, is semi-solid, ami melts 
at a tvmpernturo of ‘.'0 C Fahr. The specific 
gravity is .'Jib. From its solution in ether 
it crystallizes, by very slow evaporation, at 
a low temperature, in radiated tufts. It 


wire passed through the tanula, and out at 
the posterior opening. The cauula was then 
withdrawn, and being replaced on the tro¬ 
car, they were introduced again above and 
on the outside of the lower fragment, ami 
made to pass out at the same opening be¬ 
hind. The trocar having been removed, 
the other end of the wire was passed through 
the canulo, so that both ends were in con¬ 
tact behind, leaving a loop ir* front. J then 
made an incision in front, from one orifice 
to the other _made by the trocar, anil diaw¬ 
ing the extremities of the wire through the 
wound, brought the loop between the fine-! 
lured ends of the bone, and approximated | 
the edgeB of the skin with sticking-plaster.” j 

The limb was, 1 after this, carefully con¬ 
fined in a fracture-box (/instruct >.-d for the ; 
purpose, aud at each dressing the wire wuoj 


burns with a brilliant light, has a faint ami 
peculiar odour, resembling that of a wet 
bladder, and in its general characters re¬ 
sembles other animal oils. It is uni firm in 
colour, in general appearance, and in all its 
properties, from whatever kind of scrum 
obtained.” 

An important fact is thus established, 
which will probably serve to explain several 
pathological phenomena hitherto developed 
in obscurity, and which, therefore, well de¬ 
serve* the attention of the physiologist aud 
the practitioner. 

No. 5 is a case of phlegmasia dolons, by 
Mr. Lawrence. The patient, ietat. 40, was 
admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
fur carcinomatous ulceration which had de- 


drawn down, so as to “ depress the* loop j stroyed the whole of the os and cervix uteri, 
xuorc and more into the flesh hut in six ’A few da vs alter her admission, she was 
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attacked with increased uneasiness in the 
hypogastric region, attended with some 
febrile excitement, end with swelling of the 
whole right lower extremity, the tempera¬ 
ture of which was increased, but the colour 
unaltered. The thigh was tolerably firm; 
the lower part of the leg and the foot pitted 
on pressure. There was pain in the course 
of the femoral and iliac vessels, and the in¬ 
ternal saphena vein could he traced at the 
upper pert of the thigh by a hardened knotty 
feel. Mr. Lawrence therefore considered 
the disease to be essentially the same as the 
phlegmasia dolens occurring io women re¬ 
cently delivered, and ss it was pretty evi¬ 
dent that the large veins of the thigh were 
inflamed, the treatment was principally di¬ 
rected to them. Considerable relief was 
afforded by the application of leeches along 
the course of the femoral vein, both on this 
occasion and when the pain returned a few 
days afterwards. The swelling of the thigh, 
jthe pain and tenderness of the abdomen, 
diminished, and the patient was gradually 
improving with regard to this affection, when 
she died suddenly from violent uterine he¬ 
morrhage. On dissection it was found, that 

“ The cellular and adipose tissue round ! 
the lower part of the uterus and mighbour- j 
ing portion of the vagina wero thickened J 
ami indurated, particularly on the right j 
side. The hypogastric vein involved in this j 
diseased mass, wus closed inconsequence of! 
previous iuftumm&Uon of its coats ; and the 
same change had occurred in the internal 
iliac, the common iliac, the external iliac, 
the femoral and profunda veins, as well us in 
the internal saphena, all of which were com¬ 
pletely impervious. The affection termi¬ 
nated above at the junction of the common ' 
iliac vein with that of the opposite aide, the 1 
latter vessel and the inferior cava being; 
quite natural. The saplwna was closed for 
it feugtli of about four or live inches, beyond 
which it wus natural. The profunda was 
cut through near the femoral vein, and the j 
latter wus divided us it passes the tendon of; 
the triceps. The disease extendi d in both 
these vessels beyond the situations where 
they had been divided, but its in ft rior limits 
w ere not ascertained ; the right spermatic 
vein was closed in its lower halt'. 1’he coats 
of the affected vessels and the surrounding 
cellular substance, were a little thickened, 
and their cavities w ere plugged by n closely 
udhereiil and tolerably tirm sub.stnuco of a 
light-browu colour. At some parts the ves¬ 
sels aud then contents were of 4 dark livid 
hue.'' 


There can hardly he a doubt, hot (batik* 
inflammation here, was excited by the cm- 
cinomatoua disease, and beginning io the 
uterine veins, extended to the common iliac, 
and thence to the external iliac and its 
branches; the case strongly confirms Dr. 
Lee’s view of the nature of phlegmasia 
dolens, which is still further supported by 
the two cases described in the following 
paper by Mr. Ilolberton. Both patients 
died of tubercular phthisis, and the affec¬ 
tion of the extremity occurred but a few 
weeks before their deaths. The symptoms 
in the first case (that of a lad mtat. 1?) were 
essentially the same aB those observed in Mr. 
Lawrence’s patient. In the second (that of 
a woman retat. 35), the swelling was softer, 
came on more gradually, and was attended 
with less beat. The morbid appearances on 
dissection were nearly the same in both, 
and the probable cause of the venous inflam¬ 
mation was an ulcerated state of the colon 
and rectum. Mr. Holberton is, however, 
doubtful on this point, since no diseased 
veins could be traced from the intestioe, 
and the brunches of the internal iliac vein 
were less affected thuu those of the external. 

No. 7 is 0 a case of stammering, success¬ 
fully treated by the long-continued use of 
cathartics,’' bv Dr. Bostock. The defect of 
speech came on suddenly, and to a great 
degree, when the patient was about three 
years old. Two physicians, who were con¬ 
sulted, were unable to propose any specific 
plan of treatment, but iu consequence of the 
plethoric state of the child, prescribed a 
strong purgative. The effect of this was so 
favourable, that it was repealed several 
times, aud always with decided benefit, lu 
addition to the occasional use of purgatives, 
a sparing vegetable diet wua now recoin- 
mended, and, 

** By a steady adhereuce to this discipline 
for about eight years, the complaint was 
kept at bay, hut whenever any relaxation in 
the diet took place, or when the purgatives 
wore omitted or too long delayed, symptoms 
of the impediment immediately appeared. 
At length, when about twelve years 61' age, 
the tendency seemed so far subdued, that a 
relaxation of the restrictions was uot fol¬ 
lowed by the. usual unfavourable conse¬ 
quences; mid the hoy being then ut a pub¬ 
lic school, it was not so easy to maintain 
the former discipline. Tor some time no 
bad effects ensued, hut at length the com¬ 
plaint recurred, aud was unusuully obstinate, 
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af)l« oircnmitince. As to its treatment, 
there was, in the first place, a pulse of] 
power and exquisite abdominal tendency, 
bo, as he believed, a second opinion could 
not be held as to the propriety of tbe mode 
l>e had adopted. Although he was not fully 
a disciple of Dr. Whiting's, yet he consi¬ 
dered there was something tangible in his 
views; but in one point he could not coin¬ 
cide with them at all. He believed Dr. 
Whiting hud said, that the disease could 
not be knocked down by large bleedings, j 
Now he (Mr. Doubleday j hud seen much of; 
puerperal (ever, and he had decidedly known 
it to ha cut short by venesection, lathe 
present case he considered the calomel had 
much to do with Buying the patient. Dr.; 
Hlundell, too, at preseut confided in mer¬ 
cury as the principal remedy. He, Mr. 
Doubledny, usually prescribed it in com¬ 
paratively large doses; in one case he had 
given four gruina, with one of opium, every 
other hour. I 'ruler such treatment ns this, 
the amendment was usually visible from 
the first in favourable coses. In conclusion 
ho remarked, that he could not agree ot all 
with Dr. Whiting in the opinion, that the 
dis-.-ase might wear itself out. On the 


be the blood; he considered thtt the Mood 
of the uteras was corrupted, robbed of its 
vitality, and rendered unfit for the uses of 
the system. The disorganiaitioug of the 
liver and lungs which are found in this dis¬ 
ease, could thus be satisfactorily accounted 
for; both tbo malignant form and the in¬ 
flammatory he considered could thus be ex¬ 
plained j thus a minor degree of the depra¬ 
vation would only affect the uterus, while 
tbe greater would involve the entire system. 
There were numerous analogous examples of 
similar agents producing in different degrees 
the most opposite conditions j thus alcohol 
or opium in a small quantity excited, and 
in a larger narcotized the system. On this 
hypothesis the lochial suppression and fietid 
secretions would also lend to elucidate tbe 
subject, and might be viewed as malaria, or 
noxious agents influencing the uterine blood. 
In support of this opinion he cited a case m 
which he had known puerperal fever to su¬ 
pervene on tbe suppression of a profuse 
vaginal discharge, aud he had Been severul 
cases of sporadic inflammation originating 
apparently in the same manner. 

*Dr- Rvan felt quite surprised, that in tbo 
discussions on this important subject, so 


contrarv he n convinced, lint if the pulse much hid keen raid ot the opinion, of older 
remained at l.» for twenty-four hour., writers, while the more accurate nnd wall- 
eveu the most, powerful remedies would! founded views of the most recent authors 
produce hut little efisetin arresting its sub-1 hud not been alluded to at all. Ibisyear 
eetpie.it contra. I 'here had been published an account of dill 

Mr. M mss'said, that the pathology ofjcesesof the tmUgtumt fever, not of peri- 
disea.lv was so intimately connected with f louitis, in the great majority of winchi it was 
its appropriate treatment, that he should be | found that the uterine veins were inflamed, 
obliged to depart a lit tie I'rcm Idle regular line, in the German epidemic ot J8IP, this pa- 
of the evening*! discussion. Dr. W biting's thelogicd fact had been noticed | in the last 
opinion of the erysipelatous nature of the dis-; number of the hditiburgh Medical Journal, 
ease h* did not think at all strengthened hr I »"d in that with which ho was connected, 
the present cane; he (Mr. Slavers) thought i there were critical notices of the recent 
that all the opposing theories ou this subject i work of M. lonnelle m winch nmaerous 
might be readily reconciled with each other, | examples were described o! theinflamma- 
and referred to one aud the same disease, I lion of Ihe uterine veins, especially thoaeta 
without subdividing it into various shape* j which the placenta had been attached, &b- 
It. suit the several theories proposed, ll'acesses had alsoformedin other parts. Jbo 
three physicians were sent to iuvnatipate in. i disease might decidedly occur before de- 
tormitu-nl fever (supposing it an unknown ; livery. In the great_ majority ol caavs he 
disrns-l, and that w saw the hot, another j lochia were tend. Dr. lll.cke had in lire 
the cold, and a third the sweating stage, early part of ihe evening, mcnltoned thu » 
oavh would form a dilTere.il idea, ret even-1»« ""described symptom. Now, it wasi very 
luallv a better knowledge of the subject I wll known that JJr. Hamilton, of tdm- 
wouid reconcile the ctmli.otimr opinions. I burgh, laid especia weight on this point in 
Thus it was, he 0,ought, in puerperal fe-1 hia lectures. l)r. ltrra briefly enumerated 
ver. )u its worst form, it had been alarm! j the principal modes id treatment, namely. 


by some that inflammation does not take 
place, and tbii may be fairly admitted, un¬ 
less it be denied that destruction of tissue 
muy take pluce independently of inflamma¬ 
tory action. If it would ho believed that 
tontfi noxious agent might produce thew* 
chaugea without inflammation, he believed 
every diflerttnee might bo reconciled. He 
had hinuelf formed peculiar viewa on the 
subject} he believed the diseased agent to 


by turpentine, depletion, and calomel and 
opium, aud to a combination of lha ttvo last, 
seemed to give the preference. 

Dr. Wmitixc. begged Dr. Ryan to state 
whether lie believed that common puerperal 
peritouitia could continue longer thuu ten 
days. 

Dr. Ryan. Decidedly it could, and by 
merging into thu chronic state, could even 
continue for forty] puerperal fever aud 
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puerperal peritonitis were two distinct and 
separate affections; and if the continental 
writers were correct, which he (Dr. Ryan) 
believed them to be, the name of uterine 
phlebitis might be substituted for the former, 
appellation of this disease. 

Dr. Ducat said, that in one case out of 
100, he thought no treatment necessary be¬ 
yond warm fomentations and opiate clysters, 
and certainly it would be rather too much. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Saturday , 3 Oth October , 

Mr. Bacot in the Chair. 

Dr. A. Thomson read a voluminous paper 
containing an account of the progress of a 
supposed case of hydrophobia, aud the mor¬ 
bid appeuranceB found on dissection. 

Considerable doubt wus expressed by some 
of the members, especially Dr. Granville, 
as to the hydrophobic character of the affec¬ 
tion. In this opiniou he was joined by Dr. 
B Ann v, who considered the syuiptomsrather 
of the tetanic kind ; trismus and opistho¬ 
tonos were certainly very decidedly noticed, 
and the morbid sensibility to atmospheric 
exposure was entirely wanting. 

Some doubt was eveu expressed as to the 
existence of such a diseusc as hydrophobia, 
commanicnb!'! by specific couiagion; in 
reply to which reference was made to the 
propagation of the disease by inoculation, as 
proved by the experiments of Mr. Youatt. 

The treatment of hydrophobia was but 
very superficially alluded to. Dr. Barry, 
in reply to a question as to his opiniou of the 
utility of applying cupping-glasses to the 
recent wound, related some experiments 
made ou pigeons poisoned by the bite of the 
viper. In one of these death took place in 
five minutes where the glasses had not been 
applied, but where they had been used, no 
bud symptoms ensued. 

Dr. Granville announced his intention 
of reading a paper at the next meeting but 
one, on the political condition of midwifery 
iu the metropolis. 


statistical deport on tiil asylum at 

Oil A RENTON. 

M. Esyi inoL, the medical Buperintrwl- 
ant of this hospital, has lutely published in 
the “ Ammies d’Hygiene Bublique," an in¬ 
teresting paper on the state of the lunatic 
asylum at Charcnton, and the statistics of 
insanity in general. The following 13 a short 
extract:— 


In 1826, 1827, and 1828, during the 
mouths of June, July, and August, the pro. 
portionally largest number of insane persons 
was admitted, an observation which is con¬ 
firmed by the statistical reports on Avers®, 
and lunatic asylums in this couutry; the 
age in which insanity was observed to have 
been most frequent was between the twen¬ 
tieth and fortieth year, and the ratio be¬ 
tween male and female patients was as three 
to two. The latter proportion is opposed to 
what has been observed at the Bicctre and 
Salpetricre, where female and male lunatics 
had generally been admitted in the ratio of 
nine to five, which is, however, readily ac¬ 
counted for by the circumstance, that at 
Charenton insane military men are also admit¬ 
ted, which is not the case with the two other 
hospitals. From a comparison between the 
madhouses of (he northern and those of the 
southern provinces iu France, it appears that 
in the former iho number of females, and in 
the latter that of male lunatics, is observed to 
predominate, but that, in general, the num¬ 
ber of female to that of male lunatics, is as 
fourteen to eleven. Nearly the same pro¬ 
portion seems to exist in Spain; the mad¬ 
houses of Madrid, Valencia, and Sarrngossa, 
contained by a fifth more females thuu 
males. In the Italian madhouses, on the con¬ 
trary', more men are admitted than women, 
as particularly appears from the report oh 
the Neapolitan hospitals, where, from 
1811 to .182.3, 187? lunatics hail been ad¬ 
mitted, of whom 1323 were men, ami :>/>4 
women. In the lunatic asylums of Holland 
the number of female is to that of male luna¬ 
tics, as thirty-four to twenty-nine. In Great 
Britain the proportion of the two sexes is 
nearly equffl, or thirteen males to twelve 
females. In the north of Europe there are, 
on an average, three male to two female lu¬ 
natics, of which proportion, howover, s*t. 
Petersburg is to be excepted, where, from 
1U11 to 1821, 1021 men ami •!:».» women 
were admitted into the madhouses. In .(ho 
United States the number of insane males 
predominates. AH these observations com¬ 
bined, give the ratio of male to female luna¬ 
tics as thirty-seven to thirty-eight. 

In conclusion, M. Esquirol remarks that 
bv fur the greater number of lunatics at 
(’barer;tun during 1826, 1827, anti 1828, 
consisted of unmarried persons, military 
men, merchants, tailors, and shoemakers, 
and that excesses in the use. of spirituous 
liquors and iu venery, had been the most 
predominant causes. Of 624 lunatics, 202 
were cured, l‘»l wore discharged us incura¬ 
ble, and 221 died. The number of cures 
appears to us to he very great, but wo do 
not recollect having ever heard of such an 
enormous mortality at a madhouse as that 
just stated, being more than a thud of tho 
whole number of patients. 
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MEDICAL INSTRUCTION AT PARIS. 

According to a royal ordinance, published 
in the Montour of the 5th of October, ail 
vacancies at the 41 Faculty de Medicine ” 
are in future to be fitted up by a *' concours 
general,’' the particular mode of which is to 
he decided by the " Conseil d'lnatruction 
Fublique,” after a report from the existing 
professors of the faculty. It seems, how¬ 
ever, that the medical public at Paris has 
not much confidence iu them, and several 
petitions have lately been presented to the 
minister of the interior by a large number of 
practitioners indicating what they consider 
to be the best mode of concours, in order to 
secure to the faculty such members as are 
moat competent to fill the chairs. One of 
tlio projects mentioned in the Lanceite 
Franfoise strikes us as heiug peculiarly ap¬ 
propriate, Hnd our readers will, no doubt, 
read the following extract with interest, 
though also with envy, as the wretched 
state of our own medical instruction leaves 
little hope of such a reform here, as has 
even already taken ploce iu France. It is 
proposed that the candidate shall undergo 
tin* following trials 

1 . A strict investigation into, and dis- 
cussion of, all works and papers he has 
published before his caiulidatesbip, as well 
us into the " concours ” he has gone through 
previous to the present one, the lectures he 
has given, 5cc. 

V. Three extempore lertores.nnmely, first, 
n general one t,n the enriice i»l which he is 
desirous of holding the professorship; se¬ 
condly, one on u particular subject relative 
to the same science, both after twenty-four 
or forty-eight hours’ preparation, and a third 
lecture similar to the second, but after one 
or two hours' preparation only. 

3. A thesis on a subject determined by 
lot; it is to be published m French, and sub¬ 
mitted to n discussion of two hours. 

1. If a clinical professorship is the object 
of the 4 * concours,” the candidate is, instead 
of the extempore lecture, to treat a deter¬ 
mined number of patients at a hospitul, in 
the presence of the jury, to take notes of 
these cases which appear to him worthy of 
commemoration; and, lastly, to give a clini¬ 
cal lecture on them. 


HOPITAL DK LA CIIAIUTE. 

REMOVAL OF THK TIUCII ON ACCOUNT OF 
A Ol’N-SHOT WOUND. 

Death, during the Operation. 

A Swiss officer, who had, during the three 
days, received a ball at the upper part of the 
thigh, was admitted at the hospital ; the 
thigh-bone wm found to bo fractured a little 


below the trochanter, and a great many 
pieces of bone having been extracted, a 
bandage was applied in order to keep the 
limb in extension; this was however with¬ 
out any effect, for the lower fragment was 
soon displaced, so that the limb became 
shortened by nearly five inches, swelled 
greatly, and profuse suppuration took plaoe 
in spite of repeated counter-openings. The 
patient had unfortunately objected to the 
removal of the limb, which ought to have 
been performed as soon as possible; and it 
was not before hectic fever and emaciation 
bad acceded, that he gave his consent to it. 
The flaps having been formed, M, Roar 
seemed to hesitate between amputation 
and exarticulation, when all at once the pa¬ 
tient was observed to become of deadly 
paleness, and his mouth was spasmodically 
opened *, the pulse was insensible, and he 
died in a few [moments. A fatal result of 
the operation might almost with certainty 
have been anticipated from the extreme de¬ 
bility of the patient, but, of course, such a 
sudden death had not been apprehended.— 
Lane. Franf. 

application op Tirr uo a turf, in* epi¬ 
lepsy, ATTENDED WITH AURA Jtl'JLEP- 
TICA. 

The Decadas de Medic, if Cirurgia Pract. 
contain the case of a girl about fourteen 
years of age, who, for nearly half a year, 
had been subject to monthly epileptic fits, 
with aura epileptica ascending from the 
fourth fiager of the left hand, and extending 
up the arm to the bead ; the sensation of 
aura was always preceded by acute pain in 
the finger; the fils varied in violence,but 
always left the patient in a Btato of great 
prostration, &c. She bad not yet men¬ 
struated, and us there was no other cause of 
the disease, the medical attendant ascribed 
it to the non-appearance of the menses, aud 
treated it accordingly, advising however, 
at the same time, the use of the ligature 
above tho finger, as soon as the paiu was 
felt. In this manner the fit was always 
prevented, except when the ligature was 
not applied soon enough, or when the con¬ 
striction was not of sufficient strength ; the 
ligature wus subsequently applied round the 
w rial, and thus never faded to act qs a pro¬ 
phylactic up to the time when menstruation 
appeared, after which there was uo recur¬ 
rence of the fits.— Lane. Fran-;. 


MEDULLARY FUNGUS IN TUB ANTERIOR 

' mediastinum: 

At the sitting of the Academic de Mede* 
cine on the 14th of September, M. Martin 
Solon commuuicnted the following case ;— 
A man, thirty-one years of age, and of a 
good constitution, hud, lor about two months, 



fit ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


been subject to pain in the pnecordial re¬ 
gion, when, on the 48tb of July, he, for the 
first time, applied for medical advice; on 
percuaaion, which wa■ very painful, thu an¬ 
terior part of the thorns presented a dull 
•oond, and,'at the same time, the “ fremisse- 
Saent ettaire,” as it is called by Laennec, 
tru distinctly perceived; respiration was 
perfectly audible, and the patient did not 
suffer from dyspncea; after a short time, 
however, respiration became abort, and 
could not be heard any more over the left 
aide; pain in the left shoulder and difficulty 
* of swallowing also acceded, and all these 
symptoms seemed to confirm the diagnosis 
of aneurism of the aorta, which the disease 
had been declared to be. At the beginning 
of September, when M. Solon saw the pa¬ 
tient for the first time, the countenance was 
pale and mdemstous; the pulse small but 
regular; respiration very abort j the respi¬ 
ratory murmur audible only on the right 
side; the “ fremiaaement nature” was no 
longer perceived; swallowing was quite im¬ 
possible, and the patient was iu an extreme 
state of marasmus; be died on the 11th of 
September. On examination the anterior 
mediastinum was found filled by a fungous 
growth about three pounds in weight, eight 
inches in length, and about six inches in its 
transverse and anterior posterior diameters, 
it was of fatty texture, softened in a great 
many points, and its external portion similar 
to what is called medullary fungus; the left 
lung was forcibly compressed, trad the heart 
pushed aside; the pericardium was of 
healthy structure, but closely adherent to 
the lateral portion of the tumour, which 
seemed to have originated from the fatty 
cellular tissue on the surface of the peri¬ 
cardium. The heart was one-third smaller 
than usual.—Car. Medicate,. 


the tame in iu perpendicular, diameter, 
the centre being between the first and second 
ribs on the right side: the pulsation of the 
I heart, compared with that of thu tumour, 
! *»• veiy trifling; his countenance wassollow, 
his breathing laborious, he passed restless 
inights; had spat phlegm streaked with 
venous blood; appetite good; tongue clean; 

I bowels regular; pulse 72; he complained 
! of his head being occasionally drawn down 
towards the right side, from which incon¬ 
venience he wee relieved when he placed 
himself in the recumbent posture. I at¬ 
tempted to afford him relief by administering 
small doses of the acetate and citrate of mor¬ 
phia, tincture of foxglove, hydrocyanic acid, 

, and occasional aperients; these means were 
| beneficial for a abort time, procuring for him 
tolerably tranquil nights, and relieving the 
cough and dyspnoea. 

On Monday, October 11th, the tumour 
, assumed a purplish appearance and bad 
increased in its perpendicular diameter to 
five inches, and in its transverse to seven; 
i foe* and ancles were swollen and cede- 
raatou#; respiration very laborious; he was 
incapable of lying down, being constnuily 
supported in a sitting posture ; he complain- 
,ed of pocking pains in the tumour; had 
| little rest by night or day, and bad frequent¬ 
ly *P«t coagula of dark-coloured blood. On 
Wednesday eve, the 13th inBt., the m- 
rnour burst internally, when there was at 
the name moment heard a gurgling noise, 

, BDd the poor patient immediately discharged 
(from his mouth about a pint and a half of 
1 florid blood, and died iu less than two minutes 
after the rupture had taken place. 

Autopsy thirty.two hours after death. 


AXEtfllJSM OP THE ASCEJCDISO AOSTA. 

Jiy Thomas Glass Melhcisu, M. D., 
MM.C.S. 

William MvnitEii., aged 42, s resident 
in Gibson Street, Lambeth, whilst exerting 
himself in February Iubi in favour of a can¬ 
didate for the office of surgeon to the parish. 
Was thrown from a coach, from which he 
experienced much uneasiness in his right 
shoulder and side. About three months 
since a small pulsating tumour matin us ap¬ 
pearance beneath the clavicle of the right 
side, and continued to increase, being at¬ 
tended with considerable dyspiunanud cough 
especially in the recumbent posture. 

On the first of September he consulted 
me, when the tumour had increased to three 
aod* half inches in its transverse, and about 


Having made a perpendicular incision 
. from the upper part of the sternum to the 
ensiform cartilage, another was made at a 
right angle to the first, over the centre oft ho 
tumour, extending it to the right axilla. The 
pectoral?s major and minor were quite 
healthy, parts of the second, third, and fourth 
ribs, were completely absorbed, and their 
extremities easily broken down with the 
fingers. On removing the sternum a large 
quantity of fitro-sanguineous fluid escaped, 
nml at least n pound of coagulated blood whs 
found in the right pleura ; the aneurism#! 
ryst, about tin* size of « fc^ta! head, wag 
Keatr-d under the origin of the arteria itmo* 
minim, and contained a large quantity of 
1/wnellfttnd coagulum ; it had hurst info the 
iuferior and posterior part of the middle lobe 

of the right lung, and there was a commu¬ 
nication with the aerous cavity by a rent in 
the pleora pulmottaiia. J'lw opening into 
the cyst from the ascending aorta was about 
the auo of a halfctown; the bronchi jnn 



DEATH Of MB, HUSKJ88QN. M 


full of froth* blood. _ The reflected pericar * 1 
dium was loaded with Tat externally, and 
con turned but little fluid. Tlte heart was 
of the natural siae, flabby, and almost empty, 
the vein* on its aurface being drilended with, 
air. The valves of the aorta were perfectly 
healthy, but on the ascending and transverse 
portions of that vessel were discovered a few 
scales of osaific deposit. The stomach was 
distended with fcctid gas, but quite healthy ; 
the liver was of a pale colour, largo, dense, 
oud coarsely granular. 

Lambeth, October 19, 1830. 


DEATH OF un. Ilt’SKISSON—ItEJOINDEIt 
FHO.V1 DU. WJjATHF.IlIH. 

To the Editor of The La met. 

Sin,—I am sorry tbe letter of surgeon 
Whatton, of Manchester, published in The 
Lanc et of last week, and purporting to be 
an answer to mine of the 27th ult., lias dis¬ 
appointed me,—in one way, because it cer¬ 
tainly fads to fulfil the. writer’s intentions ; 
l.i another, that he should have displayed so 
much of testy humour; and lastly, that he 
should have so far mistaken ray meaning as 
to quote passages from my former commu¬ 
nication merely, it would seem, to use them 
his own wav, and contrary to what, it is 
quite plain, they were originally designed 
lor. 

Were I to concede to Mr. Whatton and ! 
his colleagues in this affair the full benefit j 
of acting according to the best practice of. 
surgery, still it must be granted the position j 
into which bin letter has thrown him, is an | 
unfortunate one; were no other data consi- j 
dered, the unmanly, the repulsive temper; 
and spirit of his language, count seriously 
against him; even it might be. to destroy- 
bis claims to honesty in the estimation of j 
many. That cause is weak indeed, whose j 
vindication rests upon irrelevancy ami vitu- j 
{•oration. Hut with Mr. Whatton’« bail, 
philosophy and worse generalship T have ‘ 
leas to do than with the subject on which 1 
lie lias exerted them. 

Mr. Whatton doe* not believe (I can 
pardon hi* scepticism) that the coiwisteucy 
mid professional etiquette of the faculty 
here, would allow them to be censorious ui 
thin case. In this, however, lie is quite 
mistaken, and if ho will not take my word 
for it, the testimony of others would not 
bo difficult to obtain. Tbs charge of imbe¬ 
cility, if not of ignorance, was the constant 
theme of conversation among the profession 
at the time j and, therefore, 1 feel justified 
in reiterating that portion of my former 
letter which apeak* of the fact. 

By quotation, Mr. Whatton makes rue 


hv, u tbit an way or t nw sorgeoa 
might have caved the life of Mr. HusktMoo,” 
Now this was the opinion of a writer ia Tki 
North Briton, mud I caught hold of it only 
to expose its fallacy. My lamentation 
about the experience of army Burgeons has 
however afforded a fine opportunity for Mr. 
Whatton (I am not offended at his dexterity 
nor his modesty) to aay somethiug very 
handsome both for himself and Mr. Ran- 
some. 

I am now informed that a ligature was 
placed upon the femoral artery. When was 
this done? Why, several hours after tbe 
receipt of the injury, or, if you please, im¬ 
mediately after the medical men had made 
their first examination of it* nature! But 
Mr. Whatton has not told us whether the 
haemorrhage was arrested by this ligature or 
not; nor has ho stated the time which was 
suffered to transpire in tbe consultation 
during and after this examination* before it 
was applied ; be also has entirely forgotten to 
mention any-thing concerning a reaction in 
the system. Mr. Huskisson was able to ar¬ 
range bis domestic matters, and appeared, 
after the first shock had passed over, com¬ 
posed aufficiently to converse for aome time, 
not only rationally, but ably, with those 
about him. Was not this a time, I would 
ask, for the performance of the humane ope¬ 
ration of Dr. Hennenl I think it was, and 
so do others; nor has the report of the 
case by Mr. Whatton, of peninsular noto¬ 
riety, moved in the slightest degree the 
propriety of entertaining such a belief. 

Most monstrous to remark, the bleeding 
was allowed to continue for a period of 
three hours or more, by “ o constant drain¬ 
ing from the veins !” This venous drain¬ 
ing, however, was not all; there was a pro¬ 
fuse arterial luvrooirbage, whose fury, I 
have good reason to believe, only abated as 
it overcame, the. strength of its victim. 

It 1ms been boldly asserted that amputa¬ 
tion would have saved the life of Mr. Hus- 
k is son • but whether this operation would 
have been followed by such success or not, 
it was uo excuse lor its not being done, 
when thin measure held out the only hope 
of advantage; the dread of a fatal termina¬ 
tion should hare been no intimidation; the 
case wns of the most desperate kind, and 
ad extrento* morlm, extrema remtdia, is a 
doctrine which has been inculcated from 
rime out of mind. “ It is much better for 
a man to live with three limbs than ro die 
with four.' 1 

It is alwnvs the duty of a medical man to 
em{Joy every mean* ia his power for the 
benefit of hi* patient, and Mr. Wbntlon will 
agree with me in this; if he does not, he 
becomes a proper object of censure. Tliu 
question then to be decided is, Was every 
liurnau mean employed to xescue the life of 
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Mr. Ilaakisumt I do most conscientiously, 
and moat unequivocally, beg leave to say, 
there was sot. 

Yours obediently, 

Tiiomas Weat»£Rill,M.D. 
Liverpool, Oct. £6,1830. 


LETTER FROM MR. SELLS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—Your liberal impartiality in ob¬ 
serving the maxim of “ Audi alteram par¬ 
tem,” aaaures me that you will readily in¬ 
sert my short notices of two passages in 
Mr. Morson’* defence of Mr. Bowen. 

To that of “ Mr. Bowen and myself hav¬ 
ing met each other frequently,”—I have to 
deny it entirely, having never even seen 
him from the period of Mrs. Clarke's death, 
until after Sir A. Hnlliday stopped me in the 
street at Hampton, and said to me, “ I’ve 
seen Bowen, it’s all lies; he opened the 
head, and delivered the wornau.” 

To the equivocal passage of his believing 
something, and about my not coming for¬ 
ward at the meeting or council held at Mr. 
Jackson’s on Aug. 26th, I have to express 
my opinion that it never was intended I 
should be present, as I had no information, 
direct or indirect, of when it was to take 
place, and knew not of such meeting having 
occurred until two days afterwards. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

William Sells. 

Kingston, Nov. 2d, 1830. 


SUMMER LECTURES ON SLRCF.RT, 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—I n your last Number of The Lan¬ 
cet, iu answer to your correspondent, " A 
Medical Student,” I perceive that you are 
not aware that the Court of KxoiniuerB of the 
Hoyal College of Surgeons will receive a 
certificate of a summer course of lectures on 
surgery, duly delivered between the months 
of May land October, and including, like the 
winter course, not less than sixty lectures, 
which I am now deliveriug, and shall re- 
commence on the 1st of June, 1831. I have 
by me a letter from the secretary ofxhe Col¬ 
lege, in answer to uue from me, dated 1st 
of October, stating that my summer course 
will he received. 

1 am. Sir, yours obediently, 

J. Kvass Kupore. 
17, Tavistock Square, Nov. 1st, 1830. 


MOTIONS OF TUB IIEARf. 

To the Editor of Tut. Lancet. 

Sm,—-I n reading yesterday, in The Lan¬ 
cet, your very excellent and candid review 
of Dr. Conigan’s opinions on the motions of 
the heart, «nd the cause of the impulse of 
the heart on the cheat, 1 was struck by the 
fact, that both Dr. Hope and l)r. Corrigan, 
as well ns the reviewer, in speaking of the 
tendency which a flexible tube has either to 
become straightened or still more bent upon 
the injection of a fluid, omitted to consider 
the influence of the form of the tube— 1 
mean the shape of its cavity—or, to speak 
in a different manner, that They overlooked 
this, vix. that the injection of a fluid into a 
tube of flexible materials would (particu¬ 
larly if its passage through were in some 
measure resisted) cause the sides of the tube 
to assume that position in which the cavity 
of the tube became the greatest. 

Therefore, upon the injection of a fluid 
into a tube of flexible materials (like the 
aorta), with some degree of resistance to its 
passage oft’ at the other eud, the tube would 
become either more straightened or bent 
than it was before the injection, according 
to the position of the tube when partially 
empty or flaccid, in relation to its position 
when distended to the utmost. 

If you think these observations worth in¬ 
sertion, will you favour me by giving thoru 
a place iu your Journal. 

I remain yours, 

IK 1\ L. Drew. 

Thursday, October ?, 1830. 

70, Gower Street. 


TO COKRKS PON DEN IS, 

The whole of the letters requiring answers 
will be noticed in our next. The Itulex to 
the last volume will also be published with 
our succeeding Number. 

A Mturied Medical Assistant. IK? cannot 
dispense his own medicines without being lia¬ 
ble to the penalties in question, although he 
may not style himself “ Apothecary.” Nei¬ 
ther will a court of Ibw assist him to reco¬ 
ver debts for medicines and attendance. 

The letter of Hiatus must be authenti¬ 
cated. 

The Utter of IT. T\, Bristol, was mislaid, 
and we presume that an answer to it would 
not now be desired. 

We have not addressed a letter to our 
correspondent H. It., of Leominster, be¬ 
cause wo cannot yet give him ull the in¬ 
formation he desires; but whenever the 
arrangements are complete, ample opportu¬ 
nities of becoming acquainted with them 
wiU be afforded in this Journal. 
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Dublin Hospital Reports, and Communica¬ 
tions in Medicine and % $urgery. Vol. V. 
Dublin : Hodges and Smith, 1830. 8vo. 
pp. 631. 

Or this excellent volume we should speak 
in lengthened terms of approbation, but the 
abstract wo propose to make of its most 
prominent papers, will entirely supersede 
the necessity of our culogium. The subse¬ 
quent ,c sample ” will enable our readers to 
estimate the value of the entire volume. 

A joint report from Dr. Graves and Dr. 
Stokes, the physicians to the Meath Hospi¬ 
tal, occupies a hundred and twenty-eight 
pages of the volume. It is subdivided into 
different sections on diseases of the arterial 
system, painful swellings of the extremities, 
disease of the lymphatics, diseases of the 
respiratory organs, and of the abdominal 
viscera. Of each of these topics they have 
givm able and well-illustrated notices. The 
first section includes a most remarkable case 
of arteritis, to the abstract of which we 
would call tins most serious attention. On 
the 7th of hr hr u ary, 1U29, Patrick M'lirath, 
:ita>. 44, of strong habit, was admitted, la¬ 
bouring tinder loss of power of the right 
lower extremity. He had been exposed to 
conaidvrablo hardships for six months, and 
in the beginning of the previous December, 
was first affected with alternating sensation* 
of cold and heat in the toes of the right foot. 
Soon after the same sensation* were expe¬ 
rienced in the leg, with lormicttuona and 
partial loss of power. Pains of the foot 
next supervened, iu a month the part be¬ 
came cold and deprived 1 *!'sensation. 

On admission, the temperature of the 
body was natural, except in the affected 
limb, which was us low at AH'* Fahrenheit; 
the pulse 96, small, and soft. There was 
complete Ion of teoiaiioa from the middle 
No. 376. 


of the thigh to the toes. The femoral artery 
was hard and painful, and in it no pulsation 
could be felt; the stethoscope further indi¬ 
cated absence of pulsation in the external 
and common ilioc arteries of the affected 
side. The authors hence concluded, that the 
right common external iliac and femoral 
arteries, were in a state of permanent ob¬ 
struction. Warmth was applied to the 
limb, and opiates exhibited. In the night 
the temperature of the part* rose to the 
natural standnrd, and the thigh became 
generally painful on pressure. Leeches 
were applied, and opium freely given ; the 
next day the thigli was more swollen, vesi- 
cations appeared, aud he died on the sub¬ 
sequent morning. 

We omit the notice of the dissection of 
the general cavities, and proceed to that of 
the arterial system: the descending aorta 
was healthy to within six inches of the bi* 
furcation; here a slender red fibrinous clot 
was found stretching nearly to the bifurca¬ 
tion, beneath this clot the liuing membrane 
was of a deep-red colour, thickened, and 
soft. On Hitting down to the bifurcation, 
tlie right common iliac was found com¬ 
pletely plugged up from its origin by a 
dark clot, which extended to the external 
and internal iliac?, and also engaged thn 
gluteal and obturator arteries ; the tame 
disease was found in the femoral and pro¬ 
funda, and extended to the origin of the 
anterior nud posterior tibia! arteries, which 
vessels, including the peroneal, presented a 
similar appearance as far ns they could be 
traced. Along the course of the diseased 
veRst ls, the lining membrane was found soft 
and thickened. It had somewhat it villous 
appearance, and greatly resembled an in¬ 
flamed mucous membrane. No disease what¬ 
ever could he detected in the veins of the 
affected limb. 

Q 
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On these symptoms and pathological ap- they argue, that if their views be correct, 
pearances, the authors comment with great the application of warmth mult be injudi- 
ability. They notice, in the first place, the «ous, after the collateral circulation has 
commencement of the disease in the extreme ™n.m8nc.d ; on the »me pnnciple that 
erterie* of the foot, sod its grades] extent WMcetioo. ore improper, or even 
upwards, as proved by the consecutive pro* dangerous, iu the case of frost-bitten pans, 
gressioa of the coldness aed paia ia that tu tbe <li»gnosi« of this disease, they 
direction. They observe that the coldness do “ ot it to be difficult, in the ad- 

of the foot, while the thigh generally re- ™ced stages; “ there is paralysis, but this 
taioedits ataadara wamtb. indicated the >"» “* Vea preceded by syuiptoais of 
•flection of tho ultimate brancbea, while the , C ' reb,al or “ , “ 1 1 "> !" 1 '’ 

larger were yet dieeagaged, and that the kct* remain undtstutbed. 1 o this the ieeble 
dissection atiU more forcibly corroborated !>“>*“>““.« t* complete absence m the 
this opinion, by exhibiting the clot iaercas- artenM ul tbe lmib - ™ 10 b « * dd ' d ’ 
ing in consistence from above downwards. difflI:ult . v w, “ be «P«“nced in detect- 
They consider that, in this case, the clot tbe 

differed in its origin and nature front that We <l ll<;81ion "" ,1:b buw far tbf intJI<, 0' 
which constitutes aneurismal coegula, and «“* condition can he admitted ns an Hem ia 
which proceeds from the coagulation of blood lbls diagnostic evidence. Paralysis of one 
arrested in its course. Here they think it of lower extremities hy itself, but rsrelv, 
probable that the obstruction originated !I " ever » cr * sfs ^ !!?m "'fcheol disluibancu 
from the effusion of lymph pouted out from we s «° <‘" uM iuI '“ mcri ' bl,! 

the inffamed lining membrane of the aite- wind, the 

riea, augmented perhaps by the subse. t ueat ;"frU«ts eoattaued totally aaclouded f. the 
coagulation of impeded blood. l f Bot ,0 re!u "“ tb “ s 

r urtber, they apply with much ingenuity . . „ , 

i f “a e&rlv stages, thev continue, 

tbe detail of the symptoms to the cone- tht . dh> „ nosis - ; 9 iiKe ^,. Here, 

eponding evidence which the dissection pro* however, an accurate comparison of tho 
duced. ** In this case,” they observe, 11 the | temperature of both limbs, and tin* force of 
extreme coldness of the limb pointed out, ? the arterial pulsations, may, perhaps, leud 
in die first instance, that the circulation i t0 » discovery of the disease soon alter its 
. . . j r> u • „ ! commencement, and thus enable u$ to arrest 

was obstructed. Coldness occurs in some;. .. ,, 

i the progress ot the junsm>mutiou. At all 
ruses of paralysis from disease of the ner- j events the disease might be checked, if not 
vous system, but it is slight; hero the tern- j cured, so as to allow tho anastomosing ves* 
perature of the affected limb was 30 u be- j sols time to take on the supplementary ac- 
low the natural standard. This great cold- tl011, 

ness, and the slight and but little extended ^ '* P :J3JJ *be oilier arterial cases 
ccdema observable ou the admission of the w hich the authors describe, but which are 
patient, showed that the obstruction existed pdtawwed of deep interest, mid we proceed 
in the arterial rather than the venous s^g. | to the section which relates to painful s»vell* 
tem, and this was borne out by the absence * n 8 a ®f l be extremith*, and which coutains 
of pulsation iu the femoral artery, us ob- an abundance ol the most important practi- 
aerved by the touch, and in the iliac* by cal information. It is moreover distinguished 
auscultation. i by the creditable candour in which they 


One of tbe most interesting circumstances j coutrast th; 8 ir own views with the opinions 
in the case they consider to be, the occur-. of others, arid draw from their practice 
xence of inflammatory action in the cellular! case* to a certain exteut contradictory to 
tissue ami akiu of the affected limb towards I the opinions they had previously expressed, 
tbe close of the disease; this they believe • (if painful swelling* of the extremities, they 
to bare proceeded from a natural effort to- j describe three cases:—Thu first occurred in 
wards tbe restoration of the circulation, by a mau uanmd Andrews, who was admitted 
means of anastomosing branches fiom th« , for apparent tertian ague, ul tin- same time 
healthy arteries of tbe opposite side. I iom j labouring under swelling of the left leg and 
over-action thus induced, they believe the i thigh, but which affection he concealed. As 
external inflammation to have arisen , and i several other cases of ague were iu tbe 
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Loose at the same time, the ordinary treat¬ 
ment by the sulphate of quinine was adopt¬ 
ed, which, to the surprise of the medical at¬ 
tendants, seemed to exert but little influence 
on the disease. The true nature of his ill¬ 
ness was then discovered. The left leg and 
thigh were extremely painful and swollen; 
the limb was very tender on pressure, par¬ 
ticularly along the course of the saphena 
vein, which, in its whole extent, felt like a 
hard chord. The temperature of the parts 
was not increased. The quinine was now 
omitted, leeches were applied, and calomel 
nml opium exhibited. This treatment 
proved successful, and in three weeks he 
was discharged well. 

The 8ocoird case was one or more serious 
character:—The patient, Eliza 0\Donnel, 
u'tar. *21. was admitted on the 3d of June, 
1B’29, with symptoms of gastric fever and 
pain in the right side; thirty leeches were 
applied, and apericul medicines given. 
Convalescence appeared to commence on 
the tiih ; hut on the 7 ih, without any obvious 
cause, it was found that a violent pain had 
occurred during the night in the cnlf of the 
left leg, which wns extremely tender, hot, 
and tense, but free from redness, and did 
not pit upon pressure ; the. tenderness was 
especially great along the course cf tlu 
saphena vein, which felt chordy in its 
whole extent. The pulse was 10d, hard. 

Leeches were applied along the vein, 
calomel, and opium, and the hip-bath em¬ 
ployed, and in a few days her symptoms 
wore relieved ; but a decided tendency to a 
recurrence of the disease manifested itself 
on several occasions, proving exceedingly 
distn suing, hut eventually yielding to 
leeches and stupes, ho that she had nearly 
recovered by the middle of July. 

Wrth reference, to the case of Andrews, 
the authors, in the (ml place, remark on 
the striking example it furnishes of the dan¬ 
ger that may arise from neglect of accu¬ 
rate examination in any case, however sim¬ 
ple in appearance, und in further illustration 
of this circumstance, they adduce another 
example of the same disease:— 

“ In a female patient, much debilitated 
by fever, convalescence hod but commenced, 
when she complained of want of sleep from 
severe puin iu the calf of the right leg. At 
this time we were nut familiar with the dis¬ 
ease, On examination of the limb, the skin 
was of the natural colour, sad it did not ap¬ 


pear increased in site, or swollen in the 
least. Narcotic* were exhibited, bat with¬ 
out benefit, and os the following day, the 
pain being very severe, and occupying a 
small spot on the leg, a moxa was applied. 
Next day, on taking down the bed-clothes, 
the left leg was accidentally uncovered, 
when we were at once struck with the great 
difference of size of the two extremities. 
The right, which we had supposed of natu¬ 
ral size, was nearly twice as large aa the left, 
which was emaciated from the long conti¬ 
nuance of the fever.” 

The apparent intermittent fever in An¬ 
drews, tlic-y compare to that produced by 
urinary irritation, and they offer some very 
judicious remarks on the exasperation of 
these cases by the use of the sulphate of 
quinine. In one case of another descrip¬ 
tion, they even noticed well-marked tertian 
Bgue to supervene during the administra¬ 
tion of targe doses of this medicine. 

The disputed pathology of these swellings 
next engages their attention; '* An accurate 
observation,” they state, “of numerous 
cases both of phlegmasia dolens occurring 
after delivery, an of painful swellings of 
the extremities uppenring during or after 
fever, has satisfied us of the pathological 
identity of the two diseases.” This con¬ 
viction they found on the similarity, if not 
identity of symptoms, their occupying at 
one time the entire limb, at another only 
parts of it, and changing from site to site iu 
an erratic form. 

“In some cases,” they continue,“ we 
have observed this affection to be attended 
by a cordy and painful stale of the saphena 
vein, proving that it participated iu the 
disease ; but as this state of the vein, when 
it did occur, was in some cases subsequent 
to the disease in other parts of the limb; 
and as iu the majority of cases of phlegmasia 
doleus, and in the painful swelling of the 
extremities after fever in the male and fe¬ 
male subject, uo suc h affection of the saphena 
occurred, we think that the latter cannot iu 
justice lu* considered as the cause of the dis¬ 
ease. The occasional occurrence of the 
swelling iu the inferior portion of-the limb, 
in the first instance, and its erratic nature, 
militate against the idea that the disease 
proceeds from uu affection Of the large venous 
tiunks.” 

Several circumstances, which we need not 
mention in detail, induce Dr. Graves and 
Dr. Stokes to refer the primary seat of tlm 
disease to the subcutaneous cellular tissue ; 
the external and vascular layer qI' the corium 
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remaining an inflamed will account, they be¬ 
lieve, for the absence of redness in such 
cases. When leechee were applied, they 
observed a quantity of serous fluid to flow 
from the bites before blood qppeared, and 
this fact they apply to the confirmation of 
their opinion on the grounds that “ the cel* 
lular tissue seems to follow the same law as 
serous membranes; moderately inflamed it 
effuses an unusual quantity of its natural 
secretion, serum; when the irritation is 
more intense, the effusion is also altered, it 
contains more animal matter, approaching in' 
its qualities to coagulable lymph, and some¬ 
times it is of a puriforra nature; in this 
latter form it is occasionally noticed in in¬ 
tense cases of the true phlegmasia dolens, 
but usually the secretion is intermediate be¬ 
tween the serous and puriform nature.” 

All these arguments, it will be observed, 
tend to contradict the recently prevailing 
opinion that phlegmasia dolens is produced 
by phlebitis of the veins of the limb, it is 
worthy of notice, however, that the saphena 
vein was, in point of fact, inflamed in all 
these cases, and certainly we do not nttach 
the same importance as the authors, to its 
apparently supervening after the swelling 
and not preceding it, as the cause should 
its effect. For, it is plain that the internal* 
or deep-seated veins may be inflamed beyond 
the reach of our examination ; that a tend¬ 
ency to this state may exist in the external 
veins, and thus that both may induce the 
peculiar swelling of the limb, before the 
progress of the phlebitis renders itself mani¬ 
fest in the condition of the saphena veins. 
In these remarks wo are borne out by a case 
which occurred, subsequently to the writing 
of the authors' conjoint statement, and which 
they with the utmost candour describe. A 
young man was admitted labouring under 
typhoid fever, but chiefly complaining of 
severe* pain in the upper and an!error portion 
of the right‘thigh. The limb became swollen, 
and four days nfter admission he died. On 
dissection; besides the evidences of pleuro- 
pneuipony, pericarditis, and sph-nitis, the 
following appearances were observed in the 
venous system of the affected limb. 

" In the external iliac vein, we found just 
above Poupart’s ligament, a large concretion 
of a granular appearance, friable, and of a 
yellowish colour, nearly plugging up the 
vessel, and extending into tome of the 


minute collateral branches; the lining mem¬ 
brane was red, and in one point adhered to 
the coagulum ; no puriform matter could be 
detected; the femoral and popliteal veins 
were healthy, as also the arteries; the cellu¬ 
lar tissue of the limb was pate and rrduma- 
tous.” It cannot be denied, they add," that 
this case is strongly corroborative of the 
opinion before enieitnined, and lately in¬ 
sisted on hy Tommnsini, that the phlegmasia 
alba dolens is in reality owing to phlebitis. 
It would, however, be unphilosophienl to 
form certain conclusions as to the disease in 
question from a single case. We have put 
our experience of the disease nowon record, 
and leave to our readers to form their own 
opinion.’* 

There next follows an instructive case of 
ptfm abscess which terminated suddenly, 
and in which, on dissection, a singular lym¬ 
phatic affection was discovered. The inter¬ 
nal surface of the abscess was quite smooth, 
as if it had been lined with serous membrane, 
and towards its intero-posterior portion there 
existed five or six orifices t( the diameter of 
peas, with surfaces perfectly continuous 
with that of the sac. They terminated in 
organised tubes, which appeared to he lym¬ 
phatics, for they led to n mass of diseased 
glands which lay on the brim of the pelvis, 
iThe vessels between the lymphatic glands 
and tbe abscess were filled with pus precisely 
similar to that in the abscess,while the gl.uuU 
were distended with matt-r evidently of 
similar origin, hut changed in its physical 
properties. In some it was still fluid, hut 
much thicker than in the abscess , in moat it 
was converted info a soft clu-esy muss. 
From these glands ascended n chain of lym¬ 
phatics communicating with the thorarfic 
duct, nnd containing solid mailer icscmhling 
that of tubercles. The thoracic duet was 
distended to the six* of the midda-finger, 
and felt hard arid nodulated. It was found 
to contain a similar matter, hut much harder 
in consistence, and mixed .with a large pro¬ 
portion of h calcareous substance, such na 
occurs in diseased bronchial glands. The 
uterus was filled with a mass of the caseous 
matter. 

The authors consider this case of much 
pathological importance,'with reference tu 
the changes observed in pulmonary tubercles. 
Still they build no theory ou the foundation 
it affords; neither do they, by its assistance, 
endeavour to prop upaoy hypothesis already 
advanced; they judiciously content them- 
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selves by merely observing the fact of pus 
having iu this instance been converted into 
matter of a caseous consistence, of the ab¬ 
sorption of its fluid particles, iho new ar¬ 
rangement of its aolitl particles, ita assuming 
nil the pliysicul characters of solid tubercular 
matter, and like ibis finally passing into a 
.state in which its culcarcous matters pre¬ 
dominate over the other ingredients. 

The ensuing forty pages are occupied by 
extremely interesting cases with remarks 
on tin* diseases of the respiratory organs. 
Of these our notice must be very short. By 
u fumniary of the cases it appears that acute 
inflammation of the pulmonary tissue and of 
the bronchial mucous membrane, are the pre¬ 
valent inflammatory discuses of the respira¬ 
tory organa, aud that simple pleuritis is iu 
Dublin a very rare disease. Simple pneu¬ 
monia, they found, was most advantageously 
treated by venesection aud tartar emetic, 
umlof tin! mode of exhibiting the lutter they 
afford much novel and highly valuable infor¬ 
mation ; they find that its use is most suit¬ 
able in the curly stage# of the disease, iu 
strong constitutions, und during the ubstuce 
wf git Uric symptom#. The cases which re¬ 
sided the u.*« of the remedy were entirely 
such as combined gasuro-euteiilis with the 
pneumonic inflammation, aud they have 
found that after leeching the abdomen and 1 
thus removing the gastro-cnleritis, that 
then the tartar omrtic operated with its 
accustomed efficacy. Six giuiua are gene¬ 
rally administered the* first day, and the <lo*o 
is increased by two or three graius daily, 
until fift.M'U grains are exhibited iu the 
tweuty-lour hours. At this ram they have 
bi-eu aide to udmiuiater it for several days, 
always with the best effects, and seldom or 
never inducing the slightest abdominal irri- 
i!iti<»n, further than occasional colicky pains 
which yielded to mild laxatives, stupiug, 
and opiates. 

Iu cose# where a coni plication with abdo¬ 
minal disease decidedly exists, where the 
fever is low, and the powers of life greatly 
siAfk, they have found the active administra¬ 
tion of calomel and opium, followed up by the 
decoction of polv^ala, and other stimulants, 
to have succeeded iu the most remarkable 
manner, 

We cannot omit to notice some facts con¬ 
nected with the use of tho stethoscope, 
which arc of the utmost practical importance, 


and which the authors explain in a masterly 
manner. The first is, the occaeional dis¬ 
appearance of hepatization without the occur¬ 
rence of the" crepitus” of resolution. The 
second respect# the sonorous rale, end is of 
the deepest practical importance. In several 
cases of the worst catarrhal fever, while 
the patient was in a semi-comatose condi lion, 
nothing is often observable by the stetho¬ 
scope during ordinary respiration, though a 
loud Bonorous Bound is beard upon a deep 
respiration. Where the fever, however, is 
on the .wane, when convalescence is setting 
in, and the patient in every respect improv¬ 
ed, then a loud sonorous rale is heard even 
in ordinary respiration, owing to a diminu¬ 
tion of inflammatory action, and not to its 
increase, as an inexperienced atethoscopist 
might readily imagine. 

The great modifications which laryngeal 
affections create in the stethoscopic evidence 
of pulmonary disease, is made the subject 
of lengthened observations. A singular 
phenomenon is also noticed of tbc formation 
of temporary tumours ou the percussed parts 
of tho chest iu tubercular phthisis. Soma 
cases of phthisis are alluded to, in which 
the pulse was full and slow, contrary to that 
stale of quickness which, by many authori¬ 
ties, is even considered as diagnostic of lha 
disease. A caso is also cited, in which, not¬ 
withstanding tho destruction of the greater 
part of the lungs, tho calorific functions were 
increased in activity. Finally, a most ex¬ 
traordinary instance of malformation is de¬ 
scribed, in which the stomach lay within tha 
thorax,above the diaphragm, and completely 
beyond the reach of its contractions. Vo¬ 
miting occurred continually during the pa¬ 
tient’s illness, “a fact," ns they observe, 
‘I worth a thousand experiments, and which 
completely decides the question that vomit¬ 
ing way he produced by the action of the 
stomach itself, unassisted by any external 
compressing force, notwithstanding wliat 
Le Gallois and late physiologists have said 
to the contrary.” 

Our limits will hardly permit us to give a 
detailed notice of the concluding portion of 
this {taper ; where it relates to the diseases 
of the abdominal viscera, two points of g reat 
importance are therein minutely examined 
and illustrated; namely, the operation ot 
opening hepatic ubscesses, n»d peritonitis 
consecutive on perforation ef the intestines. 
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a disorder which has of late been almost 
epidemic in softie ofthepublin hospitals, and 
requires very peculiar treatment, of which 
we oan say no more than that venesection 
appears lobe hurtful, and opium in large 
doses of the most unequivocal advantage. 

We shall return to this volume again at 
an early occasion, having in the mean time 
given, we believe, sufficient proof of its 
worth, to justify the opiuion we expressed 
at the commencement of our abstract. 


Medico-Chintrgical Transactions. 
Vol.XVI. Part I. 

(Continued from page 310.) 

The first part of the 9th paper, by Mr. A. 
C. Hutchison, on the infrequency of calcu¬ 
lous diseases in seafaring persons, merely 
confirms the statements made by him in his 
former essay on the same subject, and re¬ 
quires , therefore, no particular notice here. 
The second part “ on the frequency of cal¬ 
culous diseases in Scotland/' shows, that 
contrary to the general opinion, these dis¬ 
eases are, on the whole, more prevalent 
there than in England, the proportion being 
one in 83,000, though only cases observed 
in the principal towns are included in the 
calculation; while in England, according 
to Dr. Yelloly’s statement, it is only one in 
1011,000. The cause of this frequency, Mr. 
Hutchison does not attempt to explain, 
otherwise than by observing, -that “ it may 
possibly be owing to the more sedentary 
occupations of the Scottish people.* He 
seems, indeed, to think, that it may also 
be in some measure owing to the nature of 
the food in general use among the lower 
orders, but does not in any way point out 
how this could have such an effect. 

Of the J Oth paper,by Mr. Lnngstaff, and en¬ 
titled “ practical observations on tlie healthy 
and morbid conditions of stumps/’ it i* dsffi- 
ficult to give Kny-thiug like an analysis; it 
consists chiefly of descriptions of a number 
of preparations in his museum, which, apart 
from the preparations themselves, can of 
coursehave but little vqluc.^ They are, in¬ 
deed, preceded by a very accurate account of 
the healthy actions which usually take place 
in stumps after amputation; but of the causes 
of tiie morbid changes, especially the en¬ 
largement of the extremities of the divided 


nerves, which form the particular subject 
of the paper, and which the preparations 
described are intended to illustrate, Mr. 
I.angataff does not attempt the least expla¬ 
nation; and though he promises at the be¬ 
ginning of the paper to describe the method 
he has adopted most successfully in making 
a good stump, and rendering the parts capa¬ 
ble of receiving any mechanical assistance, 
yet all that he subsequently states on this 
point is, that the flap operation is preferable 
to tiie circular, and that too much muscle 
ought not to he left, as it is injurious, by 
impediug the adhesive process, the absorb¬ 
ents having to remove the unnecessary parts 
of the muscles before this process can be 
established. We confess, therefore, that 
these “ practical observations” have dis¬ 
appointed us, aud that they arc not altoge¬ 
ther such as might have beeu expected front 
so accurate an observer, and so intelligent 
and experienced a pathologist. 

No. 11, is an account of a ease of aneu¬ 
risms of the external iliac aud popliteal 
arteries, in which the common iliac was tied 
by J)r. Crampton, of Dublin. The opera¬ 
tion was performed in the same manner as 
that in whi:U Dr. Stevens first tied the 
interna! iliac, the incision bring made down¬ 
wards from tho last rib along the ciista ilii, 
and the peritoneum being separated from 
the fascia ilinca without division. The ves¬ 
sel was thus completely exposed to view, 
land a ligature passed round it without tho 
j least diUicultv. The patient appeared to be 
going an well, except that some degree of 
pulsation returned in the iliac tumour on 
the second tiny after the operation, aud the 
ligature, which was of catgut, came away 
oa the 8th ; but on the HHh day violent 
ha'inorrhage suddenly occurred from the. 
wound, which was neatly healed, aud proved 
almost instantaneously fatal. On dissection 
the artery was found to he still pervious, 
(hough the internal and middle costs weie 
completely divided in its whole circumference 
and small portions of lymph adhered to its 
external surface. The state of the ronteuU 
of the iliac aneurism is not mentioned, nor 
whence the fatal Im-mnrrbage proceeded; 
we suppose, however, that it was from au 
ulcerated aperture at the point where the 
ligature hat been applied, as it is stated 
that a small abscess had formed there. The 
return of the pulsation, and the unfortunate 
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event in this ess®, seem evidently to hive 
been owing to the softening of the ligature, 
“ by which it Wbb thrown off before the 
obstruction of the artery, or the coagulation 
of the blood in the aneuiiamal sac, had been 
completed.'' No reason is given why a 
catgut ligature was used in preference to a 
Htlkt u one, the employment of which would 
probably have ensured success to an opera-' 
ti.in undertaken under favourable circum¬ 
stances, aud in other respects admirably 
executed. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
at the end of this paper Dr. Crompton 
speaks of the operation of tying the aortu as 
though it had never yet been performed. 

The ltith paper, the longest, and perhaps 
the most interesting of nil, it by Dr. Elliot- 
son, on glanders in the human subject. Two 
patients labouring under this terrible disease - 
were admitted into St. Thomas’ Hospital in ] 
the course of last year, and the case of the 
first, who was under Dr. Kools, is described 
in our Vi’Jst Number, under the title of 
“ gangrene of the nose,” Iu that of the 
second, who was under Dr, Elliot son, the 
progress of the disease was more rapid, and 
tlu? symptoms were more strongly marked, 
hut in both cases they were essentially the 
same typhoid fever, with great prostration 
ofstretigth; abscesses iu different purls of 
the extremities; pustules on the face, espe¬ 
cially on and around the ala' nasi: gangrene , 
of the extremity of the nose, and a profuse i 
discharge of f'.rtid pus from the nostrils,; 
Although both there cusea were seen by 
most uf the medical officers of the hospital, 
as w.'l! as by several other practitioners and 
a great number of students, no out* appears 
to have been atoll aware of their real nature. 
Erer. Dr. KlUotismi, who was satisfied that 
the di-lease depended on some morbid poi¬ 
son, was quite unable to indicate its source, 
especially as the friends of both the patients, 
wlu> were particularly questioned on the 
subject, positively denied that they had 
ever been exposed to any kind of contagion 
which could he supposed capable of produc¬ 
ing such effects. It was, therefore, some 
days after the death of the second patient, 
and on seeing 41 fatal case of acute glanders" 
on the cover of a contemporary journal, tha' 
the truth instantly flashed upon his mind." 
On rending the history of this case, which 
occurred in a cavalry soldier in Ireland, aud 
under circumstances which placed the source 
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of the contagion beyond all doubt, Dr. El- 
liotson was folly satisfied of ita identity 
with the two which he had lately observed. 
With this clue he recommenced his inquiry, 
and after much difficulty and delay succeed¬ 
ed in ascertaining, that in both instances 
the patient bad been in frequent contact 
with a glandered horse, in the advanced 
stage of the disease, a short time before the 
commencement of the fatal affection, and 
under circumstances which clearly showed 
how it had originated. To the account of 
the two cases above-mentioned, and of the 
circumstances connected with them, Dr. 
Elliotson has added that of a third, which 
occurred not long afterwards to Mr. Parrott 
of Clapbam, two from Mr. Travers’ work on 
irritation, aud several others from German 
medical journals, one of which was written 
so long ago as 1821, so that the disease must 
be pretty well known in that country. AH 
these cases agree in every essential point; 
and it is not a litttle remarkable, that al¬ 
though in one of Mr. Travers’ cases true 
glanders was actually produced in an ass by 
inoculatiou with the matter of the patient’s 
sores, he, with a singular degree of blind¬ 
ness, or prejudice, regarded them as cases 
of mere irritation, and not of a specific dis¬ 
ease ; and did not appear, when he saw the 
two patients in St. Thomas's Hospital, to 
have the least idea that they were labouring 
under a similar affection. 

Considering the great number of glaoder- 
ed ami farcied horses, there can be little 
doubt that the disease in question, though 
not hitherto understood in this country, is 
not of very uufrequent occurrence, and great 
merit is due to Dr. Elliotson for having 
clearly established the fact, that the infec¬ 
tion oi‘ glanders is communicable to the 
human subject, a tact which cannot be too 
generally known and acted upon, and the 
i knowledge of which may Bave many indi- 
! viduuls from a dreadful aud destructive dis¬ 
ease, nguinst which, like hydrophobia, me¬ 
dical science is of but little avail.' 

The Kith and last paper, contains an ac¬ 
count of the dissection of the pelvis of the 
patient on whom the operation of tying the 
internal ilinc artery whs lir&t performed, in 
11}IV. by Dr. Stevens, of Santa Cruz, for 
aneurism of the ischialic artery', and who 
died ten years afterwards of some thoracic 
affection. The preparation having been 
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lately brought to England by Dr. Steven*, 
ww deposited by him is the museum of the 
College of Surgeons, and there examined by 
Mr. Owen. The artery was found to be 
entirely obliterated for the space of an inch 
where file ligature had beeu applied, hut to 
retain its natural diameter for hull an inch 
above its division. The obturatrixartery,; 
which arose from the upper part of this i 
pervious portion, was, as well as the ischia- ■ 
tic, entirely obliterated ; but— | 

“ The Micro-lateral artery was pervious, j 
of the size of a crow-quill, and passed in¬ 
wards to the second sacral foremen, whilst I 
the; gluteal artery of its natural size, re-1 
reived close to its origin, two vessels as I 
large as the preceding, given off from the 
socro-lateral artery near the third and fourth 
sacral foraiuinn of the left side; the anasto¬ 
moses of the sacro-lateral arteries with each 
other, and the sacra-inedia, were large and 
tortuous.* * 

The remains of the aneurismal tumour, 
about three inches and a half in leugth and 
two and a third in breadth,— 

“ Consisted oflayers of condensed cellu¬ 
lar membrane, and the peculiar fibrous arte¬ 
rial coat; it contained a quantity of dark- 
coloured granular, not lauiellated coagulum, 
which, when removed, showed the internal 
surface of the aac to be somewhat irregular 
and raised iu small patches by the deposition 
of soft matter,” icc. 

To this statement Mr. Owen has added j 
some account of two of the other four cases' 
iu which the internal iliac has been tied, but 
us these hare been already published we 
need not notice them Leu*. 


ox TUE use or 

THE STETHOSCOPE 

1 OK THE DETECTION OP 

TWIN'S IV OTERO, THE PRESEN¬ 
TATION, be. be., 

lty David C. Ragle, A.M. M.B., Trinity 
Collrgr, [)ubtin. 

Eil qaodaui prodire tenus, m non datur ultra. 

The perfection to which the stethoscope,, 
so invaluable in the hands of the ohrervanl 
and discriminating physician, us a means of 
discovering the diseases of the chest, may 
he brought in the piactice of midwifery 
nine, will, I trust, he conceded with h .-'a 
reluctance than heretofore, alter a perusal 
of the two following cmvi. 


That autcultodon hM beta uicd with do* 
eided advantage for the discovery of preg¬ 
nancy, when all other mean* were found 
insufficient, is a fact that will not be denied, 
except by those who, from th# imperfect 
nature of ilieir education, or from physical 
impedimenta, hare felt it an absolute impos¬ 
sibility to use it with even the slightest 
beneficial result. The following case will 
prove, that by it we ure supplied with the 
most satisfactory means of discovering the 
existence oven of twins; that we can, iu 
most cases, determine the progress of the 
labour, and even the kiud of presentation, 
without having recourse so often to the dis¬ 
agreeably, and frequently objectionable, 
mode ofesamiuuliou per vagiuam. 

Uu the 15th instant, a female, aged about 
30, and in her first pregnancy, was admit¬ 
ted into the Lying-ill Hospital, Dublin. Thu 
abdomen was, in tins case, so enlarged as to 
leud to the suspicion of twins ; and on the 
next morning my attention was directed to 
Urn patient byoueof the nurses. Having 
applied the stethoscope, with u sheet in¬ 
terposed between its sternal extremity and 
the abdomen, 1 found 0 fatal heart to pul¬ 
sate strongly, rapidly, and rather irregularly, 
midway between the umbilicus and the .vu- 
perior anterior spinous process of the It ft 
ilium. By a minute examination l s«iti>iied 
myself that the cylinder was applied imme¬ 
diately over the ferial heart, with the rhythm 
of which I took particular care to make my-* 
self familiar. I next directed my ai ten tion to 
the other parts of the ahdouicn, still bearing 
the pulsations of a fu’tai heart, until J canto 
cm 0 point where they were most distinctly 
audible. This greater distinctness of reso¬ 
nance I found to be nearly under the line a 
semilunaris, between the umbilicus and the 
anterior inferior spinous process of the right 
ilium. The pulsations here 1 immediately 
recognised to bo weaker, less rapid, and Josh 
regular iu rhythm, varying from l*jj> to 1.13 
in a minute, whilst those on the leftside 
I varied from 160 to 170. The patient, hi- 
| bouriug under a smart bronchitis, was occa¬ 
sionally attacked with a severe tit of cough¬ 
ing, during which, the abdomen receiving 
a strong concuss ion, the pulsations of the 
fmtal heart, on the right side, were remark¬ 
ably accelerated, whilst those on the left 
were scarcely at all affected. 

Iu order to draw a diagnosis, j compared, 
with ns much accurury as i was capable, 
the pulsations on both sides with each 
i other, and Ihui each separately with the 
impulse st the < best, and (he pulsations at 
ilu* wrist, of the mother. The diagnosis 
, Wiiit, thill there were twins; and I may mid, 
i tint auscultation induced me to predict, 
. that the head of the second child would 
j present. 

The announcement of tbi* discovery wo* 
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received with considerable interest by tome tinguished with facility on 
whoitt 1 took to examine the case? and Dr, the rhythm of the parent's ucwi. x nwp 
Lcrilina, the highly respectable master of it to become, on a sudden, remarkably iSOW 
the Hospital, was so satisfied of the aoca* for a short time, much more to, indeed, 
racy of the diagnosis, that he declared “ lie than the ordinary action of an adult’s heart, 
could no longer repose confidence in tbe i but soon to recover, quite unexpectedly, ita 
stethoscope iu the practice of midwiftry if'natural rapidity. Immediately above the 
the case did not prove to be twins." The • anterior inferior spinous process of the right 
patient, ow ing to a want of action in the | ilium, the fcctal heart is found to pulsate 
uterus, continued to suffer a tedious, and at j with rather more clearueas than over any 
timrs a distressing, labour, until the night other part of the abdomen, except for a few 
of the 2Uth, wlien, after the use of 45 grains inches in the region between the umbilicus 
of the ergot of rye, in divided doses, which aid left kypochoodrrotn. Tbe rhythm in 
ut first quickened, then lowered the pulse, both places very nearly corresponded, ex- 
and evidently soon produced some alight cept when the heart on the left side assumed 
uctiou iu the uterus, nhe was delivered of that singularly slow action. The heart’s 
twins, the heads of both presenting, the action in the right ileum waa a little weaker 
delivery of the second being assisted with and often more rapid, wore regular than 
the forceps. From the nature und length j that on the left side, and assuming no inter- 
of the woman’s labour both childicu were mission of cny consequence, 
dead; the second exhibiting the appearunce So much was I enabled to ascertain on 
of having been alive a short lime previous my first examination at four o'clock. I bad 
to birth. The placenta in this case was to leave the Hospital, requesting one of the 
single, and hud to be removed by art. midwires 41 to watch the case for me, as I 

- ■ - was interested iu the result for reasons I 

Whether the following case will be con- should afterwards explain.” 
siderod interesting or not by the readers of Examination waa resumed at half-past 
'I nr. La sctT, I. will not venture an opinion, seven o'clock on tbe SBine day. Heart’s 
but 1 inn induced to give it from a feeling, action heard at the sutue relative distance, 
which i trust will ever direct roe in roy but not exactly in the same parts as at four 
professional career, that by communicating o’clock, that on the right side haviug ap- 
M the profession whatever i find unusual, or preached nearer to the- pubes ; that on the 
likely to tend towards the advancement of j left nearer to the umbilicus. Tbe heart on 
science, I shall,//re virili, he discharging a tbe left side not now irregular, nor in tbe 
duty which I think the members of a liberal j slightest degree intermittent—-strouger, but 
piol’ession owe to each other. j a little slower than that iu the right ileum, 

I was accidentally informed, on the 20th j where it is rapid, a little iriegular in its 
insl., that there was in the Lying-in H or- ' rhythm, lower in the pelvis, and rather 
pitul, since the loth, a patient wlu> was not j weaker than when last examined. Diag- 
t ]ie*ii delivered. Anxious to make some I noBis :—“ 1 have not the slightest doubt 
observations on the “ placentary murmur," j that it is n twin case, and, from the phono¬ 
ns it is usually designated, I called to see, mena obtained by auscultation, I would be 
the woman. She bad then some smart la- i Strongly inclined to think that the feet or 
hour pains; was ‘27 years old; mariied for j breech of the second child will present.’* 
three years, but had borneuo child previous] Previously to any examination per vaginam, 
to her present pregnancy. Whilst prepnr- auscultation enabled mo to conclude, that 
ihg for the examination'1 proposed, I was the head of the first child waa in the pelvis, 
informed by the patient, that “ she was Delivery of twins at eleven o'clock that 
certain her child was dead, as she did not night; the first dead, but with the appear- 
for some tune feel it to stir.” On the first unce of having been recently alive ; breech 
application of the cylinder, 1 was enabled to aral feel of the second presenting ; this a 
assure bet that her child was still alive, healthy-looking child, and much larger than 
The phenomena first observed excited roy tho other two placentas in this case; a smart 
curiosity, and pursuing my examination, 1 hnmiorihuge. 

C'dlueted the following groups of symptoms, Circumstances which occurred hfter the 
which, before delivery, 1 carefully commit- discovery in the first case prevented me, 
ted to my note-book. Sue and form of the until the patient should be free from dan- 
abdomen not leiiiarkable, as in the former ger, from making known what I had aacer- 
caso; stethoscopic symptoms peculiar and tamed iu this, but 1 recommended come of 
in', her obscure-; near the left hypoebou- the pupils to wait lor the result of the case ; 
drium n final heait pulsates strongly, very and immediately on the expulsion of the 
irregularly, but very dtuMtclly. * s occasion- litsi child, 1 read Cor them my notes and tho 
mly exceedingly intermittent, uot easily dis- diagnosis I drew. 

linguishable from the pulsations nt the mo- lu older to airive nt the conclusions I 
thei'a wri&t, tvluch are very quick, but dis- came io> 1 paid particular attention to the 
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points and tl» tehtine diilssces »t which JpnMio. The rasolt of theae inquiries, from 
the f«tal ht«Vttf were, in each caae, Most 1 w * ,non 


the minuteat calculation*, exhibits upon the 
whole an extraordinary saving, in the course 
of one century, of several million* sterling! 
Hence the busy speculators of the day were 
induced to make inquiry for the Star of the 
West, which was to direct them to reap a 


distinctly audible; and whenever I detect' 
ed the slightest variation in the pulsations 
at ono point, I instantly removed the cylin¬ 
der to the other, in order to ascertain if the 

same change was observable there nl«o., . 

This must be done with the least possible rich harvest of interest upon invested capi- 
loaa of time, and with groat accuracy of aus- j tal. Under this influence, the barrister nl- 
cultation. When there is only a single foetus,luded to made his first visit at the Pyramid 
the auscultutor must have observed that,j Office in May, 18‘29; his proffered friend- 
wbilst counting the pulsntions of the fb-lul! ship and alliance to the project were received 
heart, he is frequently obliged to desist, in j with the utmost coidiaUy, and the nn-st 
consequence of the foetus suddenly chang- perfect union of interests was entered into, 
ing its position in the uterus, except when i cemented by professions of honour and 
the head has descended into tho pelvis, j implied mutuality of good faith, insomuch 
This change of position 1 have not observed that reciprocity of interests, as well a* tlm 
to take place iu case of twins; hence the j assurance of devoted ness, opened the heart 
utility of observing the relative distances, i to the most perfect friendship and unreierv- 
Tlie foetal circulation, in cases where there ed communication. Profiting by this, the 
is but one foetus, is not, I find, so liable to! learned gentleman, glowing in the ardour of 


alteration in rapidity os when there ore 
twins; and to the physiologist it may ap¬ 
pear a curious fact, that when the pulsa¬ 
tions of one foetus in the latter of the two 
cases I have given were accelerated, those 
of the other would appear 10 have lost some¬ 
thing of their wonted rapidity. 

October 5*3,1830. 


On the ' 


PYRAMID,” ana 1 
LA CHAISE” 
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unbounded ambition, and haring recourse 
to the portfolio of his friend, posi-crsed 
himself of the Pyramid, in detail, and liked 
it. so well, that ht* borrowed the original be¬ 
fore it was signed, and without permission, 
or further ado, took the said plans home 
with him, and exhibited them to his per¬ 
sonal acquaintance as “ u project ot hi* own 
invention;” kept these plans fur several 
months in spite of all remonstrance ami ex¬ 
postulation, notwithstanding he had pledged 
his word to return them the following uav; 
and finally, to crown all, this most bnnotir- 


j Off Thomas Willson, Esq., Architect . 

The General Cemetery question having 
now permanently engaged the public atten¬ 
tion, it is desirable to consider it delibe¬ 
rately, and without prejudice ; it is there¬ 
fore requisite to trace its origin, and mi¬ 
nutely examine the merits of the plans. 

One of them is the design of an archi¬ 
tect, the other is a proposition originating 
with a gentleman at the bur. The first of 
these plans was submit;* d to government in 
the year 18^7, and was duly l»td before 
the late King as well as his present Majes¬ 
ty. The novelty of n Mausoleum, upon n 
scale that contemplated interment of the 
millions, at once uttiactcd the attention of 
this public journal*, arid as iu usual with first; 
impressions, met with sarcasm and wit, ra¬ 
ther than examination. Thu notice of the* 1 
press obtained for it tin- attention of meni 
of science, and it was pronounce*! *• one r>«! 
the noblest conceptions of the age.” The j 
encouragement given *o it by this class in-j 
dneed the architect to examine his project j 
more attentively, and with a view to its] 
practicability, to consider how far it could j 
be simplified, and reduced, wirhout ;>r*ju- ! 
dicing its grand feature, to a principle of 
economy, so that in every point of view it 
might be desirable for the adoption of the 


j able gentleman endeavoured to concoct the 
i celebrated Pyramid Society at l*arii, the 
J plagiary of which the real projector was 
j under the necessity of exposing in the Kn- 
jgtish m-wspaj ere ; hi-, however, could form 
j no conception that this hold and foul attempt 
; was the work of his confidential friend ; and 
: still confiding in the worthy gentleman**, iu- 
• terrify and honour, they laughed over the 
! Parisian levity with the utmost good hu¬ 
mour and surprise f The projector, how¬ 
ever, felt it his duty to publish “ The 
Pyramid Prospectus,” and ihU luriiijjW-d 
the public with tho n.-al iiarne of the archi¬ 
tect, which proved no joke In his honour¬ 
able friend, who now h-gun to entertain a 
very different view of it, and I ‘ere I.*iOi.:i*ii 
became Ids hobby, and his hobby he is de¬ 
termined to ride, “ come what come lutiy,” 
and thus determine!, resolved hi; would 
sink the Pyramid at a blow ; and such n 
blow nr is rarely, it ih to be hoped, to be 
found in the history of Such friendships ! 
He proposed, ns the lust act of kindness 
to Ins u a suspicious friend, that he should 
transfer th*- a hole force ofliis support to 
his ft he honourable gentleman's) chnm- 
i-er-. that be might advocate tins cause, and 
(each tin* n«v-mhii>d party the value of The 
Pyramid which uOw began to be talkod of 
to Iris confusion. So that with one pesti- 
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lential breath, and by the single word— 
i impracticable—he might si length damn 
f •' the work of genius,*' and the midnight 
labour of years, with one withering blast'! 
That he did ho attempt who will endeavour 
to deny 7—(Vide the Pere la Chaise Pro¬ 
spectus.) 

The ubove proceeding was, doubtless, 
enough to astound the boldest projector, wlio 
now writhing under his wound, and dis¬ 
gusted with the world’s deceit, nearly gunk 
into a state of fatal stupor. lie, how¬ 
ever, rose above the shock, looked upon its 
depravity with pity rather than contempt, 
but for security-sake requested permission 
y tt» deposit his plans of the Pyramid in his 
Majesty's Oflicn of Works; and we shall 
now show how graciously they have been 
received by the Surveyor-General, who was 
pleased to send the following acknowledg¬ 
ment. with his unbiassed judgment, which 
will speak fur itself - 

•• Office of Works, 14 April, 1830. 

'* Sin.,—I have to acknowledge, with 
many tlim>k>, the receipt of your obliging 
lethr. with the accompanying [dans of your 
vt-rr valuable and scientific design for a 
f s* tend niotropolitati cemetery, which does 
f treat credit to your professional talents, end 
r with my best wishes for vour success in 
jour great uml arduous under taking, 

“ l have the honour to be, Sir, 

“ Vour most obedient servant, 
(Signed) '* H. C. Stfi’iiknscn. 

*' To 1 hi'inns \\ illsoa, Esq. 

Sc. \c. \i*.’ 

The foregoing leper, with several others 
of the same encouraging nature from Mime 
of the inoM eminent scientific individuals in 
tin* kiugdiim, which admit '* that the Pyra¬ 
mid bus the exclusive property of rrearin./ 
hundreds of acres out of a void space, and 
tbui no oth'-r plan run Ik* invented with 
in** like advantages. that it is also the most 
fr r.nnlet*, and comprehend™ fur the pur¬ 
pose required, and that no other phm cun 
nunpete with it f< r its numerous and origi¬ 
nal quit lit in — tli'iiI., in fine, it is the only one 
commensurate with the end proposed,'" Ac. 
"I Iii 1 .-i* lesthiuoiinls had the good effect of 
(herring up ill-- spirits of the project*)!*, and 
emboldened him to meet Ins honourable 
friend in the field of argument, lie ad¬ 
dressed him publicly at the meeting ut 
freemasons' 'lavern, in romlemmifi'Mi of 
servilely ropyitig the French, in the Pere la 
('lui*c scheme, and without delet ing to 
think of Ins treacherous wound ii feariug to 
injure a good cause), he checked every 
emotion of his aggrieved aonl. and even 
y offered his support lor the general benefit— 
* be worever purchased five shares, in order 
to qualify himself to be a member of the 
tommittc*—and, liow has he been treated for 
Lis liberality and public spirit 1 


It is only a few day: 
able geatfomaa (still smiling fe the cent* 
dence of hit proffered friendship) called It 
the Pyramid Office, and made the extreor- 
din ary proposal of a bribe to the projector, 
" if lie would only descend further to qua¬ 
lify himself for the committee, by renounc¬ 
ing his Pyramid, and give the pledge of his 
word to support tbe vanity of the Pere la 
Chaise hobby, through thick and thin, to 
the exclusion of every other plan, he would 
then confer office upon him, and have him 
on his committee forthwith ; far (continued 
he) as long as your Pyramid is before the 
public,it distracts our hopes, retards our pro¬ 
gress, and prevents our receiving subscrip¬ 
tions, (which are of the utmost consequence 
to the honourable treasurer !) Write me, I 
beseech you, that you consent to my pro¬ 
posal, and you shall bnve nay friendship for 
ever—adieu." He instantly disappeared, 
like the bursting of a bubble! Adieu ! aye, 
forever; his friendship! what an insult! 
further qualification! a bribe too for dis¬ 
honour! Surely as the projector has been 
duped of his deposit (lit. IQ.?.), be boa 
doubly a right to demand restitution. These 
were the natural feelings of the insulted 
author of the Pyramid ; and he appeals with 
confidence to an enlightened public to ex¬ 
amine weil the plan of the General Ceme¬ 
tery which they are ubout to adopt, before 
! they venture upon subscriptions that may 
j otherwise be applied contrary to their 
wishes, without regard to their true inte- 
I rests, and derogatory to the honour of the 
! country. 

] From this statement the public will be 
I assisted to form a correct judgment of the 
! kind of man they have to deal with iu tbe 
: projecting barrister, who has travelled out 
| of his record to obtain emoluments and 
i fame, lie is deliberately accused of dupli- 
jcitv and meanness, of cajoling and deceit; 
: he 1ms betrayed confidence, and under the 
; hi list, of friendship deprived a deserving and 
j )ah.»rions individual of all that be had ever 
I hoped to enjoy, as tbe reward of talents de- 
j voted to the public. It remains to be seen 
| win ther that public will allow itself to bti 
duped by pretensions, unsupported by a 
single claim to its patronage,—whether it 
will be satisfied witli a Fere la Chaise—a 
servile imitation of what requires no inge¬ 
nuity to carry it into effect, which is a mere 
• temporary expedient to meet a necessity 
j which accumulates with every succeeding 
genet at ion. and which is designed to super¬ 
sede a great national undertaking, which 
combines within itself a novel and permanent 
monunrnt of metropolitan wealth and msg- 
j tiilicence, commensurate with the growing 
demands of a dense and increasing popula¬ 
tion. Must the Pyramid sink to prepare the 
way for a scheme without genius, and 8 pro- 
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jeclor without vcTacity 1 who lias forfeited 
every daim to confidence by a dishonourable 
breach of unsought and proffered friendship 
to him whom he first betrayed and then in¬ 
sulted 1 These are gravu accusations: tlio 
worst part of them is that they are true, and 
cannot be controverted, by the miserable de¬ 
linquent they thus publicly and fearlessly 
denounce. 


CLINl'CAL LECTURES 

DELIVERED AT 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital t 
BY MR. LAWRENCE, 
Friday, Nov. 5,1830. 

I'ULEGMONOt'S ERYSIPELAS. 

Gentlemen, —The severe case of phleg¬ 
monous erysipelas in Barker's Ward, to 
which I directed your attention at the last 
lecture, since terminated fatally. 1 
regret much that 1 cannot give you any ac¬ 
count of the morbid appearances which the 
disease may have produced, in consequence 
of the examination of the body having been 
prevented by the friends of the deceased. 
The case was altogether one of unusual se¬ 
verity, and it would have been interesting 
to ascertain the state of the iuicrnal organs, 
whether they were sound, or whether tkerr- 
existed in them any morbid condition winch 
might have gi<*eu rise to a new state of the 
general system, nnd might, in some degree, 
have explained the occurrence, and the se¬ 
rious extent of the local disease. The na¬ 
ture of the case was moreover interesting, 
both in a pathological and practical point of 
view; pathological, siuce it afforded us as 
severe an example as I have ever witnessed 
of inri&uinuulton and mortification of the cel¬ 
lular tissue of the upper arm to at least two- 
thirds of its extent, and which, had the pa¬ 
tient lived some time longer, would have in¬ 
duced sloughing of the integuments to a 
corrfSpondiug degree; practical, since it 
afforded a salutary caution with respect to 
the necessity of treating this disease effici¬ 
ently from the first; and it shows also the 
danger that arises from inappropriate or in¬ 
adequate treatment. In this patient, from 
the first, the disease must have been severe, 
yet the necessary treatment w; s nut adopt¬ 
ed, and he was six days in the Fever Hospi¬ 
tal before 1 saw him. 

■When 1 mentioned, on the preceding 
evening, the mode of treating this disease 
by incisions, 1 did not mean that they should 
be limited in their application to that period 
in which suppuration and mortification have 
already taken place. On the contrary, they 


are of the utmost utility in a far earlier 
stage, for they prevent the occurrence of the 
suppuration and mortification of the cellular 
membiaue, which would otherwise super¬ 
vene. When these have occurred, this 
treatment is above all others the best cal¬ 
culated to limit the further progiessuf the 
disease, and to relieve the congestion and 
tension of the inflamed purls. From the in¬ 
cisions in the present instance, tint parieut 
derived all the relief which could huve been 
expected ; the pain was diminished, and the 
general irritation lessened, hut the disease 
had proceeded too far before they were per¬ 
formed. 


SIMPLE ERYSIPELAS, FOLLOWED RY 
METASTASIS. 

The patient Kohinsan, in Faith’s Ward, 
also requires notice this evening. Since the 
last lecture she went on fairly enough, us 
regards the inflammation, till to-day. A blis¬ 
ter was applied above the inflamed par is, 
with a view to prevent its spreading to¬ 
wards the body, and this seemed to produce 
the desired effect. Subsequently, however, 
the inflammation has extended u little above 
the blister, but it soon stopped, and did not 
reach the groin. To-day the raw has a.aiu 
become alarming, but from a drib-rent cans-, 
from the sudden supervention of *en»ms in¬ 
ternal disease on the cessation of the. exter¬ 
nal affection, or that which is loelmu .sliy 
called “metastasis.” You will ri member, 
that for the erysipelas she hud been treated 
with considerable activity ; in consequence 
of this depletion, the local inflammation has 
abated. She complained much of debility 
and exhaustion, and l ordered her the suh- 
carbonatc of ammonia and camphor mixture. 
Early to-day she complained of extreme 
paiu in the chest, in the abdomen, urn! iu 
the back, and her breathing became very 
much oppressed. She appeared in gieut 
distress, and in such general paiu, Jhnt she 
could not precisely indicate tin- parts whic h 
were moat affected ; so that when 1 desired 
her to inspire deeply, she referred llie pain 
which it created to her back. Her pulse 
was excessively rapid, and very feeble ; her 
tongue inclined to be drv. Irinlerull the 
circumstances, there is uo doubt hut that 
she lias been seized with a violent pulmo¬ 
nary attack. .As to the treatin'-lit, depletion 
has already been curried so far during tho 
progress of tho erysipelas, nnd she has been 
so enfeebled by the duration of that affec¬ 
tion, that veryactrie treatment cannot he 
institut'd at present. I have directed 
twenty-four leeches to be applied to the 
chest, and a mixture containing tartar 
emetic to he taken occasionally, hut 1 four 
there sa hut little chance of u desirable ter¬ 
rain nlivu of the disease. 
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When you look, Gentlemen, to the cata¬ 
logues of nosolugistx, and see the vast num¬ 
ber of diseases they enumerate, the study 
of medicine appears of a most complicated 
nature ; indeed it seems almost endless. 
Sauvages, for instance, has no fewer than 
one thousand three hundred genera of dis¬ 
eases. Now if you were to suppose that 
for each of these subdivisions a separate 
and distinct mode of practice were neces« 
sary, you might think the task an endless 
one, as I before observed; but when we 
r gamine into them prar.ticnlly, when we in¬ 
vestigate the causes which have given rise 
to them, nnd the mode in which these 
causes operate, tlrn matter is reduced to a 
much more simple bearing. Thus, though 
the forms of disease are very variud and 
greatly modified, yet the causes are com¬ 
paratively few ; they may act on the se¬ 
veral divisions of the alimentary canal, 
or eu the head, or on the circulation 
generally. Inflammation thus according to 
the organ it attacks, nnd many other cir¬ 
cumstances, may assume various forms • 

. *« i, when we trace if back to its causes, 
we find that if they do not amount 
to absolute identity, yet they are in the 
cbwest degree alike. In this wuy had habits 
and intemperate diet are known to operate 
as predisposing causes of disease, to pro¬ 
duce an unusual state of the circulation, 
which may show itrelf in the end by inflam¬ 
mations in the thoracic viscera, the liver, 
the joints, in the form of gout, and nume¬ 
rous other modifications, and according to 
the constitution of the putient, apparently 
differing in nature, but in reality with re¬ 
spect to their causes. 

Subcutaneous cellular effusion, Gentle- 
nii'ii, is one of tlio forms of disease origi- 
„ liming in a disturbed state of the circulation, 
winch irregular habits very frequently oocn- 
Moti, and an example of which wo have 
now* under consideration in a mau named 
Simpson, about .HI years of age, on whose 
hoard *' anasarca'* is marked, and who was 
udimMed on the tilth of October. In patients 
of thirty, Gentlemen■ you usually do not 
expect to find anasarca as n symptom o/ 
general debility ; but, on the contrary, the 
pul»e will be usually firm, and the several 
symptoms indicative of u condition evident¬ 
ly depending on increased orteriul action, 
ami which is rcndilv understood where irre¬ 
gular habits are acknowledged by the pa¬ 
tient. This man,*for instance, was r lust 
and boot-maker, his employ men ts were 
. H'<it-alary, kept him within dom«, nnd, as 
is mu unusual with persons of his class, he 
indulged himself in spirituous liquors, on 
the hypothesis, that the mure strong drink 
lit* consumed, the more his strength should 
increase. He was very systematic, more¬ 


over, in his mode or drinking, in which, by 
the way, he did not consider himself guilty* 
of any excess; he had three pints of porter 
daily, in divided doses, half a pint in the 
morning, a pint at dinner, half a pint in the 
afternoon, and a pint.nt supper. I observed 
to him, “ You take this quantity regularly!” 
“ Oh yes, sir," he replied, “ I keeps very 
regularly to my times.” Indeed he seemed 
to make a great merit of his systematic ha¬ 
bits. (Laughter.) He took besides, he in¬ 
formed me, a small quantity of stronger 
materials now and then, a glass of gin and 
water occasionally, perhaps about seven 
glasses a week ; and as he latterly felt him¬ 
self getting weak, why to make himself 
stronger, he took an odd glass of wine. 
/When 1 inquired as to his consumption of 
solids, he allowed, that except on extraor¬ 
dinary occasions, he seldom ate meat more 
than four times a day. 

When you consider all this, Gentlemen, 
it will not appear very strange that a person 
of such habits should be liable to disense; 
accordingly lie has been affected with rheu¬ 
matism mice before, about a year since, in 
this hospital. On the present occasion, 
about a fortnight Bince, he noticed his ancles 
tumid, the scrotum then became swollen; 
lastly, bis face, and the subcutaneous cellu¬ 
lar membrane generally, and for these symp¬ 
toms be lias been admitted now. 1 found 
the pulse full nnd strong,which facts, coupled 
with bis previous mode of living, denoted 
the necessity of antiphlogistic treatment j be 
was accordingly bled to twelve ounces. I 
ordered him also active aperient medicines. 
On the first occasion, only four ounces of 
blood could be extracted from the arm, and 
he was cupped to 16 ounces. On the 21st 
October he was bled to 14 ounces, and the 
blood exhibited decidedly inflammatory 
characters. Ou the 25th, I directed him 
2 grs. calomel, with a little opitnn every 
eighth hour, considering that depletion bail 
already been carried far enough, and that 
the influence of the mercury would he suf¬ 
ficient to arrest nuy further inflammatory 
action, and at thu same time to promote the 
absorption of the effused fluid. Under this 
treatment he rapidly improved, and, ns fnr 
ns the anasarca is concerned, may now bo 
considered well. 

A short time since I had a somewhat si¬ 
milar example of this affection in private 
practice, in tho case of a gentleman about 
sixty years of age, of rather corpulent form ; 
his aspect was full, ami hi* face red. Ho 
was a gentleman who hud recently retired 
from business, nud was rather of free Imhifs; 
lus pulse was moreover full and strong, and 
when 1 saw him, his respiration was consi¬ 
derably accelerated by the exertion of com¬ 
ing to obtain my advice, l told him 1 should 
recommend the abstraction of blood, he 
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■eemed iawfly surprised. “ Blood, sir,” umJcmi treatment, it repestsdly h«Pf* a *» 

Mid he « wjly 1 feel very weak." " 1 that the inflammation proceed* uoabated.or 
Weed you, air ” X rejoined, “ in order to even becomes aggravated, in my long et- 
increase your strength,” “ Why, sir," he penance, 1 have alwaya observed the bene- 
Mid, ■«my medical attendant has directed lit* attending active treatment in the early 
me to take strengthening things; but what, stages, and t bate never known any evd to 
appears to me strange is, that the more result from the depletory plan. I have no 
wine and spirits I drink, the weaker 1 be- hesitation in saying, that ifineifectm* treat- 
come." 1 told the gentleman 1 did not wish meut had been continued iu this case, the 
him to believe me. if he preferred to obey inflammation might have proceeded to the 
the directions of any other practitioner; irreparable destruction of vision, 
however, he eventually put himself under In the same ward. Gentlemen, there is a 
my care. I had him bled, gave him nitre woman named Thomson, about 37 years of 
and cream of tartar, with a little of the age, affected with chronic inflammation of 
compound spirit of jumper ; and as it is lie- the conjunctiva; her eyelids are also red; 
cessary to sacrifice a little to the habits of her nose, by the bye, is of the same com- 
such persons, I allowed him a pint of p»r- plexion. On admission un the 1st October, 
ter every day. He returned to see me in p the affection did not appear very serious, 
week ; the blood had been sizy; be had and no very active medicines were pre¬ 
obeyed my directions; the serous effusion scribed. On the bib, however, k'T leeches 
was removed from the legs, and in the were applied; on the 11th, sheivas cupped 
course of a few days he was effectually re- to Hi ounces. The symptoms were still not 
lieved from all troublesome symptoms. at ail diminished ; aud on further examina- 

- .— - tion of the eyes, there appeared something 

ophthalmic inflammations, like sclerotic inflammation, with some mi- 

There are two or three cases of inflamma- note ulcers on-the conjunctiva ; the eyelnia, 
tion affecting the various tissues of the eye i too, were redder at their margins than they 
which demand our notice at present. The were before observed. She was cupped 
first I will mention, is that of Sarah Dickson, again tu 16 ounces; on tlie i:>th she was 
in Faith,” anal. 2b, who was admitted on leeched, nml again on the l;>tl»; mi the ]»tli 
the 22ud October, with iuilammatiou of the leeches were again directed, but at her own 
external tunics of the left eye, «nd you will request cupping wassubstitutod, as *he Aimed 
see on her board a query affixed as to the she lelt herself much more relieved by the 
existence of u iritis” also. The eye, she use of (his evacuation. This, Gentlemen, 
said, became first painful on the Jbih Octo- may appear very huge depletion, but it was 
her; she went to a medical person for ad- strictly proportioned to the moasities of 
vice, and had a lotion, which produced no the disease, and the patient's own sense of 
relief. When admitted, there was evident the beueiits it conferred. She was accord- 
inflammation both of the conjunctiva aud ingty in the end entirely relieved, 
sclerotic ; there was a great deal of general In the same ward there is another patient, 
disturbance, beat, fererishness, und head- Mary Jones, aged 13, affected with ntru- 
ach ; her rest was also disturbed by deep- mous ophthalmia and nebulous opacities of 
seated pain in the eye. From this circum- the cornea; she had suffered repeated at-, 
stance 1 was led to suspect internal inflam- tacks of inflsinnmtiou of the eye, which hud 
maiion; moreover her vision was diiu, and induced the nebulous opacities occupying 
on comparing both the iridea, a manifest the central cornea. It is the nature of etru- 
differente of colour could he perceived, mous affections, Gentlemen, to recur fre- 
Though the disease was but recent, yet the quently, though nfpareutlv removed, and, iu 
violent nature of the symptoms was well- the present instance, the attack was rather 
marked, and in order to arrest the progress severe; she suffered great intolerance of 
of aa affection, which was serious as far as light; there was ronaideruble external mi- 
regarded the exteriial parts, and suspicious ness of the conjunctiva!, and fasciculi of 
as to the. internal structures ol the eye, 1 congested vessels were seen running ovor 
directed a pint of blood to be removed by! the cornea, and terminating in the opacities 
cunping from the temple of the affected j which former inflam millions had produced, 
side. This evacuation was performed on Great intolerance of light 1 consider to he 
the 22d October, uud hy tire goth she wusjone of tin* most striking chaiaclerisucs of 
completely well. i the strumous inflammation, in this instance) 

i must here observe, that in inflamma- i although the patient was quite willing to 
tory affections of the eye, it is essentially j open the eve aud submit it to the trial, »Iih 
necessary to use vigorous and effective mew! could not hem- the light for an instant, it 
suree from the commencement pjrou should is a very common doctrine, that scrofulous 
not be content with the application of four! affections are diseases of debility, and that 
or six leeches, and cooling washes, and then j iu their treatment, the object should cotme- 
Uiiitk the case wiU do well, t sder such j cjueutly be act to depress, bat to itreugthea, 


\ 
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Brtaiulv there are not a few esses of itro- which set on the patella, were coaplet^f 
Mr* ophtbalmia, which, to a certain extent; relaxed, and the broken j>aits ofthe bons^ 
■nm this opinion: for example, in the closely approximated; that the Up of the 
■Pldrta of the poor, who are continually fore-finger could not he insinuated into the 
Hpposed to the depressing causes of insuf- separation. Indeed they Could not be brought 
:flcient or noxious food, and the want of ne- nearer by the hands, consequently bandages 
cesaary clothing; but, on the other band, were useless. In such a case it would be 
there are many instances of the disease iu extremely difficult to apply a bandage so 
which, at tlie same time, the causes are dif- tightly, that it would bring the fractured 
fprent, and an opposite treatment must be parts together, without slipping over their 
observed. ends, and thua defeating the object it was 

In the present case, besides the ophthal- applied to promote. In this man, as there 
v WEtic ailection, it appeared that the menses was a slight tendency to inflammation of the 
|Jiad been absent for three months; this surrounding soft patts, leeches and cupping- 
KcircuiosUince, coupled with a rather promi- glasses were applied to the knee, and a 
“rieut, respectable stale of the abdomen, iu- saturnine lotion was also employed, 
duced me 10 inquire whether there might While mentioning this case, 1 may remind 
not he some natural cause or other to uc- you that fractures of the patella, in a great 
count for the suppression. The sister also majority of cases, take place as the result of 
assisted in the investigation, but it turued jmnsrnlur action ; 1 do not mean to say that 
out that the suspicions were erroneous ; the j this force directly drugs the patella in two, 
suppression, nevertheless, was concerned in {but the fracture takes place in consequence 
the support of the ophthalmic disease, and ? of a person slipping forward, and the instant 
it accordingly received its share of utten* j occurrence of a violent involuntary effort of 
lion. On the 23rd she was bled; on the I the extensor muscles of .the thigh towards 
iM’b, twelve leeches were applied, with fo- j replacing the body in the erect position; 
mentations, and she was placed on milk j the patella is thus dragged over the anterior 
diet. On the 27ih, twelve leeches were ; surface of the femur, und [snapped across, us 
again applied, eud she was directed to rub a stick would be broken over the edge of 
in ilic tartar emetic ointment behind the j this table : the hone thus yields to a kind of 
ears und the hack of the neck. To this pulley notion, and the patient falls to the 
point l wish to direct your particular atten- j ground in consequence of the fracture of the 
lion. In the treatment of scrofulous in Ham-> patella: it is not that the patella has been 
lnat.ons, you will often find the coniter- J broken by the fall. 

i i miuit practice of special service. In the! In the same ward there are some other 
natural course of these diseases, you find; cases which illustrate reunion, part of the 
that, cm the leirocessicm of one iiiflammu- j treatment of fracture, by mere attention to 
thm, another appears; that, when u second i position, without the use of splints. 

part becaiu-s affected, the first is relieved. - 

Thu mode uf operation by counter-irritation, Fit attuhe of the i.eo. 

is thuH sufiicieutiy explttiued. A patient was admitted with compoand 

lb-sides the above treatment, this patient fracture ou the 27 th of October; lie is a 
has been repeatedly leeched, and tub*?- man about twenty-eight years old : he fell 
tjueully twice cupped; she has also used ■ from a scaffold ut a moderate height, and a 
active aperient medicines. These means-fracture look place without any great vio- 
liave been followed by the return of the j leuce. There was a simple fracture of the 
menstrual discharge, soon after which the ! fibula, nud compound fracture of the tibia, and 
pair, aud redness of the evea gradually j the hone protruded through a wound about 
abated, and she may now be considered' half an inch iu length; the protruded eud 
quite well. You here see that the suppivs- j was replaced, and as the external opening 
sion uf the menstrual secretion was connect*1 was so small, 1 was induced to try to heal 
cd with the ophthalmic disease. | it ut once, and thus convert the compound 

. ... - J into n simple fracture. The limb was placed 

nucTunni im-iflua. I in a fracture-box, two sides aud the end of 

In Tlahere, iierilUimen, there is a patient! which are mineable, and lined with soft 
about fifty years of age, admitted im the j cushions; and thus the limb was readily 
l ull of Uctober with a fractured p.itella. i placed in the desired position, und re- 
1 merely mention the. cuee, in order to point i tuined them with the necessary degree of 
out that, in many instances of fractures, [force, aud without.inconvenience. A bit of 
\simple attention to position will accomplish | lint dipped in blood was placed on the 
the desired object, without the uuemity of i wound, ami it was left thus for a few days, 
employing bandages, or unv other nicchnni *1 when the wound became red ami inflamed, 
cal apparatus. Iu this example the knee I In accordance with the suggestion of 5Ir. 
was kept perfectly straight, ond the thigh j Wood, the intelligent house-surgeon, I 
beat upon the pelvu i aud thus the muscles, j caused ice to bu applied to the irritated 
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parts, a practice which he had known to he 
employed with benefit in the hospitals at 
Berlin, to compound fractures, it is from 
the state of the soft parts, from the effects 
of inflammation in them, that danger is 
usually to be apprehended; if therefore we 
can prevent its occurrence, we shall do 
much to secure a favourable termination 
even in the worst cases; and I think that 
the ice-plan may be adopted with great ad¬ 
vantage even in cases of simple frftctnre. 
In this case it was applied two days, and 
completely with the desired effect; the in¬ 
flammation has entirely abated, the alight 
swelling which had arisen haa disappeared, 
and the limb is now of its natural size. 
There is now no Teason to apprehend an un¬ 
favourable turn iu the progress of this case. 

SYPHILIS. 

Mr. Lawrence nest made a few remarks 
on the case of a young woman who had been 
admitted on the 21st of October with a 
syphilitic affection of rather formidable ap¬ 
pearance, consisting of Blougby phagedenic 
Bores at the entrance of the vagina; her 
habit of living had been full, and her dis¬ 
ease was communicated by a waiter in the 
same tavern, and was not the result of pro¬ 
miscuous prostitution; her pulse was quick 
and full, tongue white, and there was much 
constitutional disturbance. 

If you could lay aside the idea of n spe¬ 
cific affection in this case, said Mr. Law¬ 
rence, and consider that you had to treat 
three considerable and highly-inflamed 
ulcers, it is pretty clear that mercury is 
not the remedy you would employ. I there¬ 
fore directed her to be bled to sixteen ounces, 
and to have four grains of calomel and 
twenty of jalap; the blood was, as I ex¬ 
pected, of an inflammatory character, cup¬ 
ped and huffed; poultices were applied to 
the inflamed parts. This treatment was 
persevered in, and to-day, the Mb of No¬ 
vember, Guy Fawkes’ day, all her symp¬ 
toms are abated, and Bhe is nearly well. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERrn BV 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Nov. 1,1030. 

I am sorry, Gentlemen, that I wa9 pre¬ 
vented having the pleasure of meeting you 
on Monday lust. J was sent for to u con¬ 
siderable distance from town during the 
preceding Satuniny night, and was unable 
to return before Monday morning, when 1 


was too much fatigued for business, and was 
compelled to retire to rest. Had 1 met you 
on Monday, I should have stated that only 
three patients were admitted on Thursday 
the 21st, alt of whom were females; one of 
these was a case of continued fever, one a 
case of apoplexy, and oue a case of iheurna- 
tism. I should also have had to state, that 
this week also no patients had died in my 
wards, consequently I could have abowu you 
no specimens of morbid anatomy. 

On Thursday last, the 28th, there were 
admitted among the women a case of as¬ 
cites and diseased liver, a case of convul¬ 
sions occurring in a female who had lately 
lain in, apparently from haemorrhage (the 
case, might be called ore of hemorrhagic 
puerperal convulsions), a case of fever, and 
a case of rheumatism. Among the men was 
a case of inflammation of the spine, which 
might bare been mistaken for rheumatism ; 
two cases of rheumatism, anil what is very 
singular, from its admission just at this mo¬ 
ment, a esse illustrative of the ill effects re¬ 
sulting from excessive loss of blood, for it is 
similar at lenst in its causes to that of tho 
woman. With respect to the presentations 
among those who had been admitted since 
the commencement of the month, 1 may 
mention that, of female patients, there him 
gone out the case of hysteria, the two cast s 
of peritonitis, and the ense of apparent tu¬ 
mour in tho abdomen. Among the un j n— 
the case of rheumatism of the chest, of 
which I spoke in my lost, and the two (uses 
of fever. These cases of fever were ex¬ 
ceedingly slight, as ate roost of those which 
are admitted into the hospital *, they required 
nothing more than local bleeding from the 
head ; the pit of the stomach, and other 
parts of the abdomen ; tepid ablution, a 
moderate erJ.nbition of aperients, and mi 
equally moderate exhibition of mercury, 
though some cases of this kind would pro- 
bnbly do nearly as well without mercury. 
The case of hysteria was successfully tripl¬ 
ed by bleeding (for it was chnmctcri-'ed by 
groat pain of tho head ami loins) and mer¬ 
cury. I mentioned that there was a case 
apparently of tumour of the abdomen. In 
tins instance I felt a moveable hard tumour 
upon the right side of the umbilicus; in 
’ other respects the woman appeared to b«». in 
perfect health; by purging her an immense 
quantity of hard ficcus was brought away, 
and on my second visit I could discover no 
enlargement, so that tho tumour consisted 
of nothing but n collection of hardened 
fte^es; some degree of pain was afterwards 
complained nf, but that subsequently dis¬ 
appeared, or, at any rate, she thought pro¬ 
per to cowplaiu of it no longer, afrer leeches 
mill a blister had been applied. The tumour 
appeared to have arisen merely from having 
permitted the bowels to get into a costive 
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state. This shows the necessity of a csreful 
investigation before forming au opinion on 
any case, for tlie present might at first really 
have appeared to be a disease of consider- 
able danger : by the removal of the freces, 
however, the case was fully cleared tip. The 
two cases of peritonitis which I mentioned 
as having been presented, were cured by 
general and local bleeding,' mercury, and 
low diet. 


ILL*EFFECTS AIUBINO FROM EXCESSIVE L03* 
OF flLOOD. 

The cases which I purpose to introduce 
to your notice this morning, ore those of the 
man and the woman who appeared to be la¬ 
bouring under the ill effects of excessive loss 
of blood. The case of the man was this 

Abraham Dick, setat. 39, a bargeman, wait 
cupped at the back of the neck, aud between 
the shoulders, on the £lst of Inst month, in 
consequence of violent pains of the head, 
aud epistnxis, experienced during the pre¬ 
ceding fortnight. He experienced great re¬ 
lief from the bleeding. During a fit of 
vomiting, which c»m«f on the day after the 
cupping had been performed, the scarifica¬ 
tions began to bleed afresh in spite of every 
effurt to stop the btemorrhage, aud a very 
large quantity of blood was lost. In con¬ 
sequence of this be was brought to the hos¬ 
pital on the 26th. There cnu be no ques¬ 
tion about the propriety of the cupping ; 
for, Rt the time of the operation, be hod 
vertigo, drowsiness, and violent pain of the 
bead, and all these symptoms the cupping 
relievod ; it was therefore to the subsequent 
h-.emnnlutge the mischief is to be ascribed. 
It appeared that, besides the original affec¬ 
tion, he bad boon subject to fits of vomit¬ 
ing, and likewise to a slight cough, but par¬ 
ticularly to vomitin?, which, most likely, 
depended on the state of the heed. The 
vomiting, however, after bleeding, got u or sc, 
every-thing be took was rejected from the 
stomach, and the act of throwing up its con¬ 
tents was attended wnh considerable pain. 
The appearance of his countenance corre¬ 
sponded with the effect usually produced 
by loss of blood ; be was of a pale straw 
colour ; he complained of great debility, and 
of inability to stand or walk ; his pulse was 
low aud feeble, and he complained of great 
thirst, a circumstance which is common, 
when there has been any great loss of the 
fluids, either by sweating, purging, great 
flow of urine, or bloodletting. He had non- 
no paiu of the head, but on siding up, or 
moving about, tln.ro was giddiness; this, 
however, passed off the momeut he lay 
down; he was subject also to chilliueas, 
and Bom dimes almost fainted ; be was like¬ 
wise restless and anxious, aud when 1 first 
•aw hitn bis hands were tremulous. On 

No. 576. 


feeling bis pulse, first while lie was reclin¬ 
ing, and aflewards when sitting up, I found 
that there was a considerable difference, for 
the moment he sat up it became weak and 
irregular, but as soon as be again lay down, 
it became more full and regular. I repeated 
this experiment, and obtained the same re¬ 
sult, but on a third trial the change was not 
observable. 

He came into the hospital after I bad made 
my visit on the evening of October 26, ami 
was then very properly ordered laudanum 
and good nourishment. He took thirty 
minims of tincture of opium, and was order¬ 
ed two pints of beef-tea, and two of milk. 
The case was not one of great intensity, but 
was decidedly one in which the ill-effects 
arose from tbe loss of blood. He was like¬ 
wise ordered iron, in the form of tbe sub- 
carbonate ; certainly one of the best agents 
in restoring the system when an abundance 
of blood has been lost. It will not, how¬ 
ever, act quickly, so that if you want to 
obtain an immediate effect., this would not 
be the proper remedy to adopt. As in the 
present case, however, there was no imme¬ 
diate urgency, it was very proper to admi¬ 
nister the iron, any immediate beuetit being 
rather intended to be derived from the opium* 
At the time of his admission the scarifica¬ 
tions were bleeding, but the flow was arrest¬ 
ed by pressure. 

On the 27th it was found that be still vo¬ 
mited, that all his food was rejected, and 
that he had great pain in the ecrobiculua 
cordis at the moment of vomiting, though at 
no other lime. The pulse was said to bo 
88 and full, aud there was thirst. At night 
he appeared to revive. 

At four o'clock the next morning, the 
28th, he coughed, mid the btemorrbagu was 
renewed to such a degree, that it became 
necessary to call tbe dresser, who again 
stopped the bleeding by pressure. A t noon, 
the vomiting being no better, bull' a grain of 
opium was prescribed in substance, in room 
of the tincture, which had been rejected by 
the stomach. The same quantity of solid 
opium was ordered to be given every four 
hours. By the first dose the vomiting was 
in some measure checked, nod the opium 
whs no longer rejected. He slept during 
that wight, aud it appeared on the following 
day that he had vomited only four times 
during the twenty-four hours, and that then 
iho vomiting was only produced on coughing 
or taking food, a circumstance which is very 
common where persons have been subject to 
severe vomiting. There was has pain too, 
on these occasions, and less tenderness in 
the epigastric region. It appeared, there¬ 
fore, that there was rather a morbid irrita¬ 
bility than an inflammatory condition of tho 
stomach, lio still complained of giddiness, 
but hia beaduch wits now slight; his pulse 

R 
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was 80, full, tad rather sharp, tad bis Usnds 
were still tremulous. 

On tie 39tb be had slept better, and had 
vomited only once, thus evincing the pro¬ 
priety of the treatment. If the vomiting 
bad been supposed to arise from an inflam¬ 
matory condition, and there had been con¬ 
siderable and constant tenderness on pres¬ 
sure ; leeches would have been indicated, 
but the application of these would only have 
made bim worse, whereas the adminis- 
tration of opium relieved him, as regarded 
the vomiting. On the 28th, ua ho com¬ 
plained of want of sleep, I substituted a full 
dose for the smaller ones, giving him three 
grains ut once at bed-time, and I allowed 
him four ounces of wine in the twenty-four 
. hours. A clyster was required on the 29th. 
J found that he had vomited but once, had 
slept better, and felt stronger. The three 
grains of opium, the wine, strong beef-tea, 
milk, and iron, were ordered to be contiuued 
daily. 

On the 30th the report is, that he had 
been rather restless, and complained a good 
deal of giddiness; hisbowels bad been open¬ 
ed by the clyster, and from ibis be felt 
belter ; be bad vomited only four times in 
the course of the last twenty-four bour3, and 
that was when he had coughed; the pulse 
was softer. 

On the Slst be had suffered great restless¬ 
ness and anxiety, aud had passed a very 
bad night. He bad also wandered in his 
conversation, and had attempted to leave his 
bed. At two o'clock bis nose began to 
bleed, and continued to bleed at intervals 
until six in the morning, though measures 
were used to stop the flow; he did not, 
however, lose altogether more than two or 
three ounces of blood. At midnight his 
pulse was very variable; at one time it 
seemed to be rather full and compressible, 
and at another it was almost indistinct. The 
sister of the ward said, that flu of palpita¬ 
tion of the heart camo on so violently, as to 
cuuse the bed to shake, and that during his 
sleep bis breathing was performed with a 
great noise, like that of croup. I presume 
it was Btertorous. He was giveu half a 
drachm of liquor ammoniac aubcarbonatia 
every three hours, and three ounces of 
brandy at intervals; by this he was much 
relieved, and towardsmorning was consider¬ 
ably better, but uu visiting him on Suuduv 
afternoon at four o’clock, bis countenance 
was still very anxious, and he wandered in 
his conversation; there was also rather 
more tremor in bis hands, and the pulse was 
sharp and variable, sometimes being a mere 
thread. At niue o'clock in the evening be 
waB lying perfectly insensible; bis eyes 
were lixed, his pupils contracted, bis pulse 
was slow and feeble, aud respiration was 


taking place at long intern)*, and at faiH 
past ten o’clock he died. 

In this case the original affection was in 
the head; at least that was the only affec¬ 
tion of which, 1 understand, he bad com¬ 
plained, and for which he had been treated ; 
the excessive loss of blood produced drow¬ 
siness, giddiness, and, in like manner with 
the previous fulness, pain of the head. It 
might have been supposed that the giddi¬ 
ness and hcadacb under which he was suf¬ 
fering on udmis&nm, only arose from the 
violence of the original affection of the bead, 
but the sharpness and feebleness of the 
pulse, the blanched appearance, the faiut- 
nesa, and the knowledge of the previous ex* 
cessive loss of blood, declared the true na¬ 
ture of the cose. When l saw him last he 
wss doing well; and the change for the 
worse and his death happened between zuy 
visits. 

The other case of a similar nature, which 
I shall mention, occurred among the women, 
and here the affection of the head, arising 
from loss of blood, proceeded to actual con¬ 
vulsions. Considerable difficulty must have 
been experienced on admission in ascer- 
tainiag the nature of this case. The woman 
was nineteen years of age, and had had two 
children ; she was brought to the hospital 
on 'Ihursday last in a state of insensibility 
and convulsions. It appeared that she hail 
been delivered of * child rather more thau 
three weeks before. The convulsions wire 
of an irregular character, with insensibility 
aud stertorous breathing. She was seen and 
prescribed for; after my visit, sixteen 
ounces of blood were taken from the back of 
her neck, and fifteen grains of comp. ext. 
col. were administered, together with an 
injection; also a lotiou was applied to her 
head. No information was given as to the 
history of the esse ; all (list the fri. nils said 
wa*. that she had that morning been seized 
with convulsions and became insensible. 

1 be natural conclusion certainly was, that 
this was a case of determination of blood to 
the Lead, and the proper indication of euro 
waa, to take blood from that part. Further, 
the head was hot; and had she been pre¬ 
scribed for by myself, 1 tbiak it is more 
than likoly 1 should have treated Lor in the 
same way. Her puls* was full. Three 
weeks had elupaed since her con linemen t; 
the head was hot; she was in a state of in¬ 
sensibility and eouvulaious, aud the breath- 
iug was stertorous, and had she died thst 
day without being cupped, without the ab¬ 
straction ol blood from the head—I think, 
had 1. been the person on whom this omis¬ 
sion depended, 1 should have blamed my¬ 
self. Hut it turned out, when more of her 
history was known, that the propriety of 
the treatment was doubtful, Wbeu I first 
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saw her cm the following morning she wit The whole, however, wu immediately t§* 
in a state of cmrulsfott, pwsniag, with Sto* jccted; it «ti «*K«t? thrown in before* 
por, and stertorous breathing. Laekily for wa» discharged. Under theae eireaiaatance* 
xue, the gentleman who had attended her in i W once employed the stomach-pump, ami 
her confinement had come to the hospital to get some brandy, wiae, aud more laudanum, 
eee her, and he then informed me that abe urto the sto&ach. I remained in Dm hoo* 
had experienced excessive flooding in her pilal wb« few boon, and in the courae or 
labour, (hat it had beau necessary fo tarn that time a coiiaideraMa quantity of brandy 
the child, and that at the time of this has* was got down. Still »be regularly stale, 
niorrhsge, convulsions had come on—con* none.of the stimulants making any imprea- 
Vulaiona similar to those which were now sion upon her, except in one instance, when, 
present. He also toid me, that although fora few minutes, the pulse rallied, though 
three weeks had elapsed, she had never i» * very alight degree. With thatexcep- 
ouce regained her colour, and she certainly tion, the decline of life was steady ana 
still was of a deadly white. But notwith- progressive ; the breathing became slower 
standing this appearance, had I seen her the by degrees, aud at about four o clock m the 
day before, 1 should have considered her as afternoon she expired, 
a person in an epileptic state, with great I am sorry to say that the body of lb* 
stupor, and a tendency to apoplexy; 1 should woman was not opened, l'be friends took 
have ascribed the paleness to the epilepsy, it away, ao that I had no opportunity of 
in which 1 have often seen persons of a examining the state of the internal .organs, 
ghastly paleness. I fouud her poise full, and The body of the man was examined by 
1 should have thought on first feeling it, the gentleman who is my clinical assistant, 
had l not been informed by this gentleman and the internal parts, particularly the brain 
that she had had previous flooding, and had *>»d its membranes, proved extremely pide 
J not noticed that, besides the fulness, the ™d exsanguineous, and the brain unusually 
pulse had a peculiar sharpness. and it jus* 3Q lt, but no further disease was any-whera 
tified me in taking blood, at least, from the discovered. 

head; it ctm&iuly'possessed ft haemorrhagic I need not Bay that convulsions are very 
sharpness, but yet it was al«o so full, that 1 common in the puerperal state, lbe con. 
was induced to hesitate for b moment, aud vulaiona of this woman were exactly of 
consider *tiU whether I ought not to apply the puerperal character. In tbe convul- 
leeches to the head. It happened, how- sions of lying-in women, there are the 
ever, that while 1 ww standing at the bed- funeral symptoms of epilepsy; bat in 
side, considering the nature of her case, and these there is frequently the stertorous 
taking all the circumstances connected with breathing of apoplexy, though no spo¬ 
il into consideration, the character of the piexy ia present. The patients are either 
pnW. altered; it actuallv became n little perfectly comatose, the same us apoplectic 
irr.-i.ulor and decidedly weaker, and I then persons, or between the convulsions thev 
very noun clearly saw, that the case was one revive, as if awaking from slumber, aud 
of exhaustion— of couvuisioaa from loss of completely regain their senses. It is said 

that patients generally close their teeth, 
The treatment to be adopted was at once withdraw the under lip, and make a hitping 
indicated, namely, to give stimuli and uou- noise. This is described by Denman in his 
ri-bment. 1 administered ot first twenty' great work on midwifery. 3 do notkuow 
minims uf liquor mumonuc in camphor tinx -1 that, in the present case, there was this 
ture, and on watching its effects I perceived! noise, but she hud so far symptoms of epi- 
1 LAt ii scarcely oven Miniulated her. I re-Hopsy os that she was convulsed and msen- 
ppated the dose in about twenty minutes, Uihte, and inasmuch aa the state of stupor 
wiih half a drachm of tincture of opium. 1 j was constant and lasting, and the breathing 
waited piuhaps twenty minutes more, «ml! decidedly stertorous; slw had symptoms of 
during the whole of this time tbe pulse re- apoplexy. Hence she presented every mark 
gulnrtv snub. hemming weaker and weaker,]of puerperal convulsions, except that the 
and gradual! v losing its sharpness ; she he- convulsions occurred three weeks after de- 
cunu- colder' aud ho great u difficulty of; livery, which is rather amwrnl Butwhe- 
hwallowing aupvrrcued, that nothin- could! 'her it might properly he deemed a case ot 
he taken into the mouth. 1 scut tor the: puerperal convulsions or not. and consuler- 
stomach-puuip, but a» the stomach is vnr'ing that (hero was no knowledge of any 
weak in these canes, and fii-qm-ully becomes; hiL'ntonhugp having occurred, the state ot 
eo irritable, as to ieject nourishment, and the pulse appeared to justify the bleeding 
render the subsequent administration of that was resorted toby those who prescribed 
medicine and other stimulants fruitless, 1 for her the day before, 
attempted to nourish her jnr rectum ; a One effect of excessive loss ot blood is 
quantity of strong beef-tea, with tour eggs great stupor, a consequence which is wHl 
Wat up ia it, wax accordingly throwu up. known, though I cannot tell how long the 

it i 
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observation has been made. You will also 
find it stated inobetetric books, both English 
and French, th»t loss of blood from great 
flooding leave*intense pain of the head, and 
intense' giddiness, affections which are uot 
to be removed by cupping, but by stimu- 
font*. The existence of intense pain in the 
bead is particularly dwelt on, and you will 
also find it mentioned that there are many 
attending nervous symptoms ; that there is 
debility, sinking at the pit of the stomach, 
frequent vomiting, and palpitations of the 
heart sufficiently violent to shake the bed. 
Jt has always been known that sudden pro¬ 
fuse bffimorrhage frequently produces con¬ 
vulsions. 1 have known persons, on the 
one hand, die from hasmorrhage, in whom 
the convulsions before death have been ex¬ 
tremely violent, and other instances, in 
which symptoms of extreme and rapid ex¬ 
haustion have been produced, and the pa¬ 
tient has died without convulsions. I re¬ 
collect a case of a man who died from he¬ 
morrhage of the thigh. The surgeon having 
made n deep incision near the groin,because 
the extremity was swelled-—was in a state 
of phlegmasia dolens—wounded the great 
vessels of the part ; a bason or two of blood 
were soon lost, and death ensued in two 
hours, accompanied by restlessness and con¬ 
vulsions. It has also been long known, uot 
only that there is this violent pain in the 
head, this giddiness and palpitation, but 
also that stimulants and tonics are the 
proper medicines for this state, and that 
bleeding is injurious. When I was study¬ 
ing books on midwifery, I recollect reading 
that this state was not to he relieved by 
leeches, bnt by Peruvian bark. Notwith¬ 
standing our long acquaintance with these 
facts, however, the profession are much in¬ 
debted to a gentleman who has lately brought 
this subject more particularly before them, 
and who has described with great accuracy 
the effects arising from great loss of blood. 
I allude to Dr. Marshall Hail. In a paper 
contained in the thirteenth volume of the 
Medico-Cbirurgical Transactions, p«\rt 1., 
you will find some very valuable informaton 
on this point. When I was a pupil the facts 
now stated were familiar to me, and formed 
the subject both of instruction and conver¬ 
sation ; but the importance of the affection, 
and its frequency were by no means dwell 
upon, and on that account 1 think the pro¬ 
fession much indebted to Dr. Hall for im¬ 
pressing-on them how frequently all tlo-se 
symptoms amts from mere loss of blood, in¬ 
stead of inflammation, and for particularly 
pointing out the liability of some of them to 
be mistaken for the effects cf inflammation. 
You will find it stated by him that there is 
** forcible heating of the pulse, of the caro¬ 
tids, and of tiio heart, accompanied by n 
sense of throbbing in the bead, of palpita¬ 


tion of the heart, and eventually, perhaps, 
of beating or throbbing in the scrobiculi* 
cordis, and in the course of the aorta. 
This state of reaction is augmented occa¬ 
sionally by a turbulent dream, mental agita¬ 
tion, or bodily exertion. At other times it 
is modified by a temporary faintness or syn¬ 
cope. In Lhemore exquisite cases of exces¬ 
sive reaction, the symptoms are seen more 
strongly marked. The beating of the tem¬ 
ples is accompanied by a throbbing pain of 
the head, and the euergics and sensibilities 
of the brain are morbidly augmented. Some¬ 
times there is intolerance of light, but still 
more frequently intolerance of noise and 
disturbances of any kind, requiring stillness 
to be strictly enjoined—the knockers to be 
tied, and straw to be strewed along the 
pavement. The sleep is agitated and dis¬ 
turbed by fearful dreams, and the patient is 
liable to awake in a slate of great hurry of 
mind, sometimes almost approaching to 
delirium. In some this is slight, hut occa¬ 
sionally severe, and even continued. More 
frequently there are great noises in the 
bead, as of singing, of crackers, of a storm, 
or of a cataract, and fo some instance* 
flashes of light are seen. Sometimes there 
is a sense of great pressure or tightness m 
one part or round the head, as if the skull 
were pressed by an iron noil, or bound by an 
iron hoop,”—\ ou are well aware that we 
•see these very svmptoma arising emv day 
! from fulness of the head, and that they nru 
! every day cured by bleeding, purging, mid 
j starvation—" The action of the heart and 
! arteries, Dr. Hall proceeds, is morbidly iu- 
• creased, and there occur great pulpitatio.i, 
j and visible throbbing of tbe carotids, ami 
; sometimes even of the abdominal aorta, nug- 
! men ted to a still greater degiee by every 
burrv of mind or exertion of the body , by 
sudden noises, or hurried dreams a ini 
wakings. The patient is often greatly 
alarmed ond impiessed with the feeling of 
approaching dissolution. 'Hie pulse varies 
from 100 to 120 or 130, mid is accompanied* 
with a forcible jerk or hounding of the artery. 
The respiration is apt to be frequent mid 
hurried, and attended with alternate paining 
and sighing, and in this slate of exhaustion 
sudden dissolution has sometiinesoccuriod.” 
Dr. Hall likewise mentions that among ibo 
very earliest symptoms, in these cases, then? 
is ** a rattle in respiration only to bo heard 
on the most attentive listemug. This cre¬ 
pitus gradually becomes more audible, and 
passes into alight rattling." This I dis¬ 
tinctly heard in the case of the woman before 
us.—“ There is also oppre ssion in the breath¬ 
ing, inducing acuteness of the nostrils, which 
are dilated below and drawn in above the 
lobes at each inspiration." 

Several raa** are given by l)r. 1I»II illus¬ 
trative oftiiis description, and it is mention- 
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ed in them that stupor, stertorous breathing, 
nnd convulsions, are among the more intense 
effects. 

Now I think it exceedingly probable that 
this woman was labouring simply under some 
of the effects of the great flooding which she 
had experienced three weeks before. You 
are not at all to be surprised at the distant 
effects which injurious circumstances will 
produce on the body ; for you will recollect 
what I hove before referred to, namely, the 
great length of time after which injury of the 
head will produce inflammation and orgouic 
disease. I know an instance of u gentleman 
now having hemiplegia of the right aide of 
ilia body, in consequence of a coup de soleil 
received thirty-six years ago on the left half 
half of the head. The coup de soleil render¬ 
ed him perfectly insensible for a long pe¬ 
riod, He was at that time living in a hot 
climate, and his life WM endangered, and 
now the opposite side df hi* body has be¬ 
come paralytic. This is one of the longest 
periods of time at which I hare known such 
an effect to take place. In an oppose state 
of the frame, however, where there is great 
exhaustion, you Will also have ill effects at 
a later period of time after the original cause 
than you would imagine. Instances have 
been known where persons have been nearly 
starved to death, who, although they have 
appeared to improve after faking food, have, 
after a certain lime, suddenly sunk, lu 
cusps of brnmorrhage the same thing is ob¬ 
served. Although you stop the haemor¬ 
rhage, although the patient lakes nourish¬ 
ment, although, perhaps, you transfuse 
blood, vet, at a distant period, he may 
- gradually nnd quickly sink; or, on making 
some little effort, he may suddenly expire. 
1 have been told of an instance of a lady 
in whose case transfusion was performed, 
who died at the end of a week, while merely 
turning in bed. Now it is very possible 
that the present poor woman suffered so 
much from the flooding which took place iu 
her labour, that particularly, perhaps for 
want of paying sufficient attention to her- 
aelt’, from not being sufficiently careful of 
her strength, or not taking proper nourish¬ 
ment, she fell suddenly at last into the state 
which 1 have described. This is very pos¬ 
able, and not at all contrary to wlmt we 
frequently observe. If so, wo must believe 
tha. auch ill effects may arise from exten- 
aivw'oss of blood at the end of three* weeks. 
That ill effects did remain is certain; for, 
as I Idd you, the gentleman who attended 
* her iufirmed me, that she hud never since 
regained her colour, but remained ns pale 
at llvo ord of the throe weeks, ns she was 
st the title of the flooding. Resides, tlin 
symptoms under which she laboured were 
generally iioac which are well known to 
aiutue upo 4 css of blood—vertigo, bestlacb, 


dulneai of mind, palpitation, and all the 
varieties of nervous feelings, and, in a minor 
degree, these symptoms are well knows to 
last for a considerable time. 

Respecting the diagnosis in this state, it 
must be taken iu a very great measure front 
the history of the patient; but that, with 
the paleness and the state of the pulse, 
enable us to make out the real state of 
things. The pulse in this esse was, cer¬ 
tainly, full enough to justify the trial of 
bleeding, the effect being of course watched 
as the blood flowed. It was indeed rather 
sharp, which ia frequently the caBe after too 
great loss of blood has occurred, and this 
sharpness, with great compressibility, lma 
been peculiarly called a haunorrhagic pulse. 
It would Beem that the heart, having bo 
small a load of blood, and that blood being 
of morbid tenuity, the organ is able to act 
violently upon the fluid ; whence the sharp¬ 
ness; while the reduction in the quantity 
and consistency of the blood, and the de¬ 
bility of the arteries, prevent the pulse from 
having any solidity. If the flooding had 
been known by the gentleman who pre¬ 
scribed for her on her admission, 1 have no 
doubt that the sharpness of the pulse would 
have been at once attributed to the proper 
circumstance ; hut without a history of the 
case, it is possible for the best practitioner 
to be deceived. When such symptoms as 
violent palpitations, convulsions^ pain iu 
the head, or giddiness, afford no clue to u 
knowledge of their origin, and you cannot 
ascertain whether they arise on the one 
hand from an inflammatory state orfullness, 
or from exhaustion or depletion on the 
other (the sharpness of the pulse being 
often calculated to deceive), the surest 
mode is to observe whether there is any ap¬ 
pearance of great loss of blood having taken 
place, to examine the general powers of the 
patient, to get a full history of the case, and 
to give a close attention to the effects pro¬ 
duced by such measures as are adopted to 
notice whether the pulse improves or not on 
a small bleeding, or whether rather it is 
not improved by the cautious administra¬ 
tion of stimuli. These inquiries may lead 
you to a just conclusion, though frequently 
you may bn unable to aeo your wav clearly, 
without a knowledge of the history of the 
case. I have no doubt that mistakes often 
occur, in consequence of the. symptoms l 
have mentioned having arisen from exces¬ 
sive venesection, without the. practitioner 
being aware of any excessive loss of the 
true nature of blond, and that a cure is at¬ 
tempted by still further depletion. 

The proper treatment, in instances of de¬ 
rangement from excessive loss of blood, is 
to give nourishment, to give stimulants, ami 
to administer opium, it is the custom of 
many practitioners iu cases of excessive 
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flooding, onfl iftdood in «eiy opoeioo of! 
lifomoivlngb, where a great deal of irrita¬ 
bility, wita oxeessive exhaustion, eosae*. 
to give full dose* of opium, aud to repeat 
them every few hours, according to the 
6Sect produced. Ammonia too is exceeds 


a Sairi, aod fancies that conipireekf ire 
formed against him. There is not violent 
delirium, vet he talki rapidly and iacohe- 
rently, and gets out of bed, though you ntaj 
easily lead him back again; hisdelirium la 

flIluuu#1B w „ .._ not of that terrific kind which require* reve- 

ionlr proper, ns also «re brand? nod good j rU person to hold bon. He i. wenb, rain 
noambmenT. How far tlie dose requires to!* ootutont tremor, nod bin pnlse is qmek 
be increased, must depend upon your ob- i In tlii. state of llungs tbe eyes are not red, 


servatiou of the case. I believe Dr. Mar- 
shall Hall has published a book on the sub¬ 
ject, since tbe paper 1 before alluded to, in 
which be speaks of the treidmcnt as well as 
of the symptoms. 1 hare uot yet had time 
to read this work, but 1 have uo doubt that 
it contains much more information on every 
pari of tbe subject, than the paper in the 
Mcdico-Chirurgicui Transactions, which you 
- will find iu the hospital library. 

'This stare is very' analogous to one which 
we sometimes observe in children, and 
that which occurs in adults labouring under 
delirium tremens. You will find it men¬ 
tioned in practical works, that cbildieu are 
liable to all the signs of acute inflammation 
of the membrane* of tbe brain, that is to say, 
of acute hydrocephalus; and yet you would 
be wrong if you treated the disease as hy¬ 
drocephalus. Voa know that in hydroce¬ 
phalus there is acute paiu in the head, in to¬ 
lerance of light, squinting, and vomiting, 
and. afterwards, dilatation of the pupils, con¬ 
vulsions, aud complete insensibility. Mow 
those signs will take place more or less, 
though a child bare no inflammation of tbe 
brain, and may all frequently be remedied, 


uor is there ever any striking pain of the 
bead ; if you bleed him you may make him 
worse, wbereaa if you give him a full doae 
of opium—from three to live grains of solid 
opium, or from sixty to eighty drops ol 
tincture of opium, repeating the dose every 
few hours, according to its effects, and giv¬ 
ing him good nourishment, the condition 
will frequently go off. It is to be remem¬ 
bered, that the mere circumstance of trem¬ 
bling is no proof that tbe delirium requires 
this mode of treatment. If the It ci- be 
flushed, and tbe eyes red, tbe pulse full or 
bard, and tbe patieut young, it would be di¬ 
straction to give opium ; bleeding is the 
proper course to pursue. You must not pre¬ 
scribe for the Heme of the disease, bur for 
the stute of the pattest. I have aeen cases 
of delirium tremens which required not 
opium, but bloodletting. You arc to judge 
between the two by observing whether the 
pulse be weak, wbetlier the delirium be of 
a violent nature, and whether the tongue 
be moist, for generally it is covered by a 
creamy sort of mucus; you must net accord¬ 
ing to the strength, tbe age, and the coiwsi- 
tulion of the patient, the presence or ab- 


not by bleeding, but by giving ammonia and ; seme of paiu in the head, and the redness, 
nourishment. You will find the subject j or natural condition of the eyes. These 
spoken of by Hr. Gooch in a collection of j circumstances will generally lead you to form 
papers which he published on different sub- > a correct opinion as to the practice to be 
jocts, but particularly those connected with; adopted. You may arrange ail theM* cases 
the diseases of women. You are to form a j together : the heudach and convulsion con- 


judgmeut, and to decide on tbe mode of treat¬ 
ment to be adopted, by observing that the 
pulse, although quick, is weak, that there is 
no force in it, aud that tbe surface of the 
body is not (lushed, ns in common cases of 
acute hydrocephalus, but that the whole ofi 
the skin i*^ loose and pale; if there be any 
Hushing of the face it ia only transieut. 
Under these circumstances it iaii Jit to give 
a few. drops of the liquor ammonite from 
time to time, and beef-tea, keeping the child 
warm. You will thus soon discover the 
true nature of the case, indeed, if tins 
treatment he not pursued, bm tbe opposite 
plan be adopted, the child most certainly 
will die. There is also a variety of disease 
of this kind to which adults are liable, re¬ 
quiring similar treatment,—cases iu which 
there are delirium and a rapid pulse, and iu 
which bleeding would he followed by de¬ 
struction ; this disease is called “ delirium 
tremens.” '1 be patient talks rapidly ou a 
variety of subjects, particularly ou his own 


sequent on hrernorrhagfe, the various hydro¬ 
cephalic symptoms connected with debility, 
and the weak form of delirium tremens. 
There i* in delirium tremens a mere d. bis 
lily, with morbid irritability of tbe brain, 
which is to he subdued hy narcotics, stimuli, 
and good nourishment. There is the sume 
statu iu children, resembling, to au incau¬ 
tious observer, acute hydrocephalus,—an 
inflammatory complaint, where you have 
very much the same symptom*, hut whim 
are indrpe.uteni of iiifluiomauon, and nr.se 
from exhaustion. There is tbe atati of 
which I am more particularly Spcakirg in 
this lecture, arising from loss of Mood, 
which is to be cured (if it can be renredied) 
not by bleeding but by stimuli, nourvhment 
and opium, Hud sometimes by transhsion. 

1 saw this female but a few hours before 
her decease, but 1 despaired of her from 
the beginning. Cases of this find are al¬ 
ways to be considered exceedingly danger¬ 
ous, because, however well wey may bo 
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going on, there ii always « chance of the: 
patient suddenly linking. When laaw thii 
woman she 'Ha libUng tapity. The man, 
however, whom earn I have given you, waa 
going oS eree*ffiugty Welt on Friday, and he 
appeared atill advancing townrda convalea* 
oence, when I pawed through the ward 
on Satutday. A fatal change, however, took 
place ao rapidly from that time, that I 
never aaw him again. 

With regard to the employment of trans¬ 
fusion. Although 1 hud no hope of doing 
good by this menus, yet knowing the benefits 
that had arisen from it, I deemed it right to 
consider the propriety or giving the woman 
the chance ot its advantages, and 1 there* 
fore requested Mr. Green to see her with 
me, to consult upon the propriety of pour¬ 
ing fresh Mood into Iter veins. When 1 was 
at her bed-side, however, she was sinking so 
rapidly, that it waB almost oat of the ques¬ 
tion'to suppose that an addition of blood 
would be beneficial to bar. Then, in the 
next place, from the UeaL and great affec¬ 
tion of the head, aud the suddenness with 
which the stupor at ao greata length of time 
had come on, it was exceedingly probable, 
that besides the great exhaustion, there waa 
aome effusion into the bend, or some ex- 
treme congestion* l was not certain of this 
being the case, but the suddenness with 
which the symptoms had appeared, and 
the length of period since the flooding, 
dered it possible that the disease might 
not be altogether one of exhaustion only. 
Mr. Green considered that there wn* so 
little hope from transfusion, that it Was not 
worth while to risk the credit of the opera¬ 
tion by the addition of me more case of 
failure, und I did not press it. .1 did not 
thick it would have done Rtiy good, but it 
was right for us to consider whether it was 
proper or not. 

CASE 01' M.UFOltMATlOW Of THE PtfUIO- 
KARV .tHtKRV AXD AORTA. 

Although 1 have not the opportunity of 
showing you any of the morbid parts of these 
two cases (the patients hnvin*' been removed 
from t!»e hospital'!, 1 am anxious to present 
to you u rare cane of malformation of the 
great blood-vessels of the heart, which oc¬ 
curred in the surgeons* ward. 1 was re¬ 
quested by Mr. Green, in August last, to see 
« patient ofhis,a young girl, wlu> entered the 
hospital a few weeks before with difficulty 
of breathing and swelling of the logs. 'l 
believe it was on nce.ount of th** latter affec¬ 
tion that she was taken to the surgeons’ 
ward. Air. Green, under whose care she 
was, thought that an affection of the heart 
existed, and requested that she might ho 
stun by we. Ou examination 1 could nor 
saliify mywlf that there wua any of those 


th> heart which <*i 

be knows by auscultation, for severs! etktf 
upon whwb auscultation throws SO, ffipA 
! found her lying is bed, with diffM^^K 
breathing, and great blueness of the foal 
sad hands. These ms y arise merely from a 
great difficulty of respiration, or from any 
obstruction to the course of the blood* I 
bad a woman in this bospitallaatyear whose 
face was nearly black from congestion ia 
chronic bronchitis, although there was no 
directcommunication in the system between 
the currents of black and red blood. 1 exa- 
nmined the lungs of Air. Green's patient to 
see if there was any disease there which 
would explain the blueness, but 1 found 
there was none. On listening to her be&rt 
I found that it beat violently, but I could 
not satisfy my*elf that she laboured under 
any disease of the organ; yet there was of 
course a reason for the blueness: it was evi¬ 
dent there was some disease, but what it wa« 
l could not ascertain. Judging, however 
from the countenance, I was led to ask her 
whether the had beeu blue from her birth, 
to which she replied—“ Yes, always more 
or less.” My own conclusion was that site 
had a malformation of the heart, aud that 
the blood communicated between the right 
and the left Bides, without the intervention 
of the lungs. She died about a fortnight 
ago, and on inspection a very rare malforma¬ 
tion was fouujl,—so rare, indeed, that 1 do 
not recollect ever having read of a similar 
case. I have examined several works since, 
but I can find uo account of one like it. it 
presents an instance of an aperture between 
the pulmonary arlerr and the aorta. It 
does not appear that the ductus arteriosus 
is open, eo as to present a communication 
by that means ; but betweeu the two ves- 
sela, at the point where they lie in contact, 
there is a small opening, so that by putting 
the finger either into the pulmonary artery 
or the aorta, it may be seen from the other 
vessel. On the table there are a great 
variety of specimens of malformation of the 
heart, but no case similar to the one I now 
allow you. The pulmonary arlerv arid aorta 
sometimes communicate after birth by the 
continuance of the ductus arteriosus; but in 
the present case there is no duel but a mere 
aperture. In the specimen 1 now exhibit 
there is a communication between the pul¬ 
monary artery and the aorta; the history of the 
cusp is not known, the partshuvingbeeu found 
in a body in the dissecting room. .An aneu¬ 
rism h»<i existed in either the aorta or pul¬ 
monary artery, moat probably iu the aorta, 

! and had burst into the other vessel, eo that a 
1 communication was established between tin* 
two. You will find the best information mi 
the subject of malformation of the heart 
; in Air. Hums’ work on Diseases of the 
i Heart, and Dr. Jarre's Fathclogical Ke- 
i 
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nucha*, of which the Srst put, «U‘- 
Hir to malfonftiiioM «f the heart, lt-pno* 
Wed. tli prepuaiiou fro® which 
Btv Feateta-resd. hi* eagiano* Wo«g 
»»J* ithi* haapitti, aai are thoae before 
j**;' To predaoo auek aymptoaa a* *p- 
p*0*i in tbii patient, there rent hare 
bats ■ oommumcolion between the blood or] 
the right and left catitieaof the heart, or 
between Hie great rein* end the great arte- 
lies, without the intervention of the lwig. 
The symptoms ere cubed tile 11 biueua- 
else," or “morbus ciEruleus,” or, if . ®| 
prefer Greek to Latin or English, “cyanosis. 'i 
The patient it more or ieae Mue, especially i 
tlie cheeks, and the extreme parte j lie is 
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THE LANCET. 

hmbu, Saturday, Nwmbar IS, 1830. 

I* the long oat*lcgMof"h*d witnesses," 
medical man hare bean aknoat uninmlly 
placed next in eucceaaion to baniatere and 
attorneya, who atm. cm. hare been always 
inacribed at the rery head of the list. The 
lawyers contend that they make attoh un¬ 
happy figures in the witness-box, chiefly 


cold, gwerally has dyepn®., end »mede-. from tw0 cm sM,_ klseair intimate and pre- 
gree of cdugh, and at length dropsy anal . , , , . .. 

dilatation or hypertrophy of the heart ensue, j found acquaintance With the multitudinous 
These symptoms, however, do not alw^v® 1 labyrinths of legal study, and lbe facility 
occur when there is a communication be- j A 

tween the two aides of the heart. 1 recol-1 Wilh " b,cb lhe,r 8Ctual defecls are dia * 
lect opeuing a lady who died of Tupture of (covered and exposed by their brethren at 
the stomach, but who wee nerer blue, el- j „„ b , r . So p sr as experience hat ex- 
though there was a free communication be- 

tween the right and left auricles, by the j tended, our professional brethren have no 
existence of the foramen ovale: for in truth j guc h pjeaa to urge, and it still remains to 

r:.r„:irw.,t.rr^ 0 r r ^«i*>™^ ** ■*»«* -«>■» 


this reason, that the connexion was valvular, • 
and when each ventricle was filled, the two 
leaves were laid against each other, and the 
opeuing closed precisely in the same man¬ 
ner at> the bladder, when distended, prevents 
a regurgitation into the ureters. This is 
observed by Bichat in his work upon Life 
and Death, and likewise in his General 
Anatomy. The presence of the foramen 
ovale does not necessarily imply a cornmu-, 
nication between the auricles when they are 
distended. This open slate is certainly not 
very uncommon, but yet it is not so common 
as some people imagine. The mischief in 
malformation of the heart depends in a great 
measure upon another circumstance, name¬ 
ly, whether, when there is a communication 
between the right side and the left of the 
heart; the right side, or the pulmonary 
artery, is smaller than it ought to he, or not. 
If the right side he below its natural pro¬ 
portion to the left, ot the pulmonary artery 
too small, then, if from any malformation/a 
quantity of black blood can escape, it will 
go at once very freely to the left side. 

Among the preparations which l will 
demonstrate after lecture, you will see a 
remarkable instance of the pulmonary artery 
forming .the descending aorta, and the aorta 
goiug no ' 


is supposed to be best acquainted with a 
subject, should communicate to his audi¬ 
tors the impression that he is leust ac¬ 
quainted with it, when he is endeavouring 
to display his knowledge the most, 'Hie 
“bad witnesses/' whom we have been in 
the habit of seeing in the ranks of out own 
profession, have had, we fear, but little 
claim to a profound acquaintance with the 
science in which they have dabbled. Igno¬ 
rance, unmixed ignorance, either in them¬ 
selves or in those by whom they were exam¬ 
ined, has been generally the source of their 
failure. We say in their examiners, becauso 
medical testimony is often completely desti¬ 
tute of weight, and has not the slightest influ¬ 
ence with the court, owing to the acquire¬ 
ments of barristers being entirely foreign to 
medical science. Therefore medical gentle¬ 
men cannot urg*, os an excuse for their oppa- 
furiWr'tilaii7o~t;i»e off the i‘ireo"i reBt “> •*» witness-box, tke tact, 


lniuata, and the left carotid and subclavian, 
all the rest of the body being supplied by 
the pulmonary artery. 


dexterity, research, und foresight of their 
scrutineers. The study of medical jurispru¬ 
dence hus been completely neglected iu the 
medical schools of this country, and there 
hurt* broil no medical judges, Varcelv a 
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single medical coroner, to influence, even by conviotion upon a charge ef felony, it is amt 
the Temote indirect demands of his office, enough for the profession to taw tbftt 
the investigation of those matters which Long is ignorant, it is not enough for all 
more particularly pertain to the proceedings the intelligent portion of the public ta 
of judicial inquiry. The cultivation of me- assume that Lono 4s ignorant j it waive- 
dioal science has, however, of late years, etonty tfcstproo f dlw et proof* «f his sto- 
proceeded Crith marked, satisfactory, and pidity sod rtshneisshould be adduced at 
rapid steps of improvement, and in the min the trial, or the indictment could Aet have 
best acquainted with the principles and proc- betj} sustained. Accordingly, ■ at the in- 
tice of his profession, we always find the quest, we were anxious to obtain from 
most competent medical jurist. The medi- Long’s own witnesses, what waa his opinion 
csl wituesses, therefore, of 1330, are very (if the fellow be equal to connect two ideas 
different in attainments and influence from upon a medical subject) of tbeoauieofMiss 
the medical witnesses of 1810 •, and, at the C* shin’s death, and by constantly directing 
inquest on the unfortunate and slaughtered , our attention to this point, we at last elicit- 
wo had almost said the murdered, Miss ed from one of the witnesses, Mrs. General 
Cashiv, the evidence of the medical gen- Sharpe, that Long had told her that Miss 
tlemen left scarcely any-tbing to be desired; Cashin died from an “ inflammation of the 
it waa at once perspicuous, scientific, and stomach.” This was a fact of great import- 
practical. It not only produced the proper ance, for here we had direct evidence of the 
impression upou the minds of the intelligent wretch's brutal ignorauce of even the rudi- 
jury, who did not fail to feel its force, and meats of medical practice. What Bald 
appreciate its value, but it hua given to our Mrs. Rooms? “ Long directed me to 
profession a peculiar stump of authority give the deceased a tumblerful of mulled 
throughout the whole country; hence it is wine.” What said Long to Mrs. Cent*- 
uow unhesitatingly admitted, that comnetent rat Sharvl? “The deceased had inliam- 
medical practitioners nre fully equal to give mntion of the stomach.” And what was 
competent testimony iu a court of justice, the monstrous remedy 1 A TtJiiar.n of 
There was. however, »s we mentioned ib mulj.ed wink ! Here was a point of great 
our last number, an error which might have importance fully established ; but in come* 

Mr. Brume, who, by one thoughtless 
movement, had nearly kicked down the 
whole fabric. At the time that Mr. B bogie 
was examined at the inquest, he undoubt¬ 
edly had some ground for believing that the 
skiu was “ mortified,” for, upon looking at 
the part, a mere view must have led the most 
experienced eye to believe it was in that 
hack “ mortified;” and Mrs. Remus, in stute, and Mr. Brume ouly saw it. At 
her luminous testimony, proved that the that time the part had not been cut into, 
quack had directed mulled wine to he given and he merely judged of its condition from 
to the young lady immediately before Mr. the greeuish-block appearance. The body, 
Unome's arrival. Of course it wus a matter however, subsequently underwent a most 
of great moment to prove, in mch an in- minute and careful post-mortem inspection; 
quiry, that Loso was grossly ignoraut of the a portion of tin* skin wus removed, it was 
duties which he had voluntarily taken upon shown to Mr. Unomr,, uml the other medical 
himself to execute. In order to produce » witnesses all concurred in the opiniou that 


proved fatal to the cause of justice; and that 
its repetition was not thda disastrous on the 
late trial at the Old Bailey, must be attri¬ 
buted to the intelligence of the jury ami the 
ignorance of Adommiub. 

Mr. Bhodie, who visited Mils Cabhin 
about ten hours previous to her death, staled 
nt the inquest that he found Miss Casuist's 
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the skin wt* natf mortified. In a word, with swears on two occasions that this highly 
the exception of the dark film or pellicle vitalised, highly organised part was “ mor- 
which appeared to have been produced upon tided,” and for the patient labouring under 
the aot&ce of the cutis, the cuticle bar- the violent, the almort unparalleled inflam- 
iljg bean -entirely abraded, the skin was nation by which the opposed ** mortifica- 
ygft, only mt '* mortified” but unusually tien” was produced, he prescribed tlx 
^■nilar The vessels were exceedingly scruples of the carbonate of potash, ten 
anlarged. and the cutis, from this cause, was drops of the tincture of opium, three dances 
thickened to the extent in some places of and a half of mint water, and three drachma 
the eighth of aa inch. The mouths of the of the spirit of nutmeg With lemon juice, to 
blood-vessels, when the cutis was cut into, be taken in the short apace of thirty fix 
were discernible at a considerable distance Aowi/ One scruple of the carbonate of 
from the eye, so much had they become dig* potas', and one drop and two-thirds of laud- 
tended ? but there was no coagulated blood, eaum, every six hours! This surely was 
no line of separation, no yielding of texture; not the beat and only treatment which a 
in fact, with the exception of the dark man of Mr. Bkodik's experience and at- 
exlernal appearance, there was not a single tainmenta could adopt, in the occurrence of 
circumstance to justify any roan in iMcrl- “ inortifica.ion ” caused by excessive til¬ 
ing that the state of the part even indicated flaimnstion. If the first doae of (he luedt- 
the approach of mortification. Then how ^ cine had beeu rejected, then the poorgii! 
inaccurate, and therefore unfortunate, was j must have remained until six hours bail 
the evidence of Mr. Bropie. Besides,! elapsed before she could derive the ease arid 
there is an unaccountable disagreement be-1 consolation capable of being afforded by one 


tween the opinion which that gentleman 
saya he entertained of the condition of the 
wound, and the treatment which he adopted. 
Here is an exact copy of Mr. Bnoon:’* pre¬ 
scription 

“ K; Potass, carton^ ^ij ; 

H/tlr. my tint., 31 ij ; 

me nth. tohv., jiijss; 

Tr. o/rit, it) x. 

“ M. ft. mist, cujus capt. t-extam partem 
sextis Loris cum each. ampl. succi 
limonis in effervescent. 

*• B. C. Brotlie. 

“ For Miss Cath. Cashiu.” 

How squares such a prescription with 
“ mortification'’produced by violent, and 
alill existing, inflarnmniory action! Be¬ 
yond all question, Mr. Bnonir. roust confess 
that he was strangely in error, either in his j 


j drop and two-thirds of laudanum! In a 
j word, if Mr. BitopxK were correct in his 
diagnosis, his treatment was miserably in¬ 
correct arid inefficient; but, having been 
completely wrong io hi* diagnosis, his error 
had nearly caused the escape of the felon 
Hove. 

Mr. Brodie, we helieve, is a very ho¬ 
nourable. gentleman, and would not for a 
moment make a statement which he deemed 
to be untrue ; hut, as the error into wtm.li 
he has fallen might have proved doubly 
fatal, we trust that on all other occasions lie 
will adopt the nnci-ssary means for arriving 
nt a correct knowledge of disease, and thus 
protect bis patient* against a repetition 
of such inefficient ireatmeut for ** rnortitica- 


therapeutica or in his pathology, and «t feel tion,“ and the public against the chance of 
little hesitation in assorting that he was such ehamlomd fellows as Lono escaping 
wrong iu both. Air. Bkomk saw the wound, from punishment. 

and waa funmhed with ocular proof that it Coma we now to rho trial at the Old 
was in an active state of suppuration, dm* j Baiier, and taken ns a whole it tvss proba- 
chsrging, indeed, not less than from n pint: hly one of the most disgraceful scenes ever 
to a pint aud a half of pus daily; yet he j witnessed iua court of justice, tire sent uncz 
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having been the climax. On the trial of 
Cooper i. Wjur.EY, leveralof the plain- 
tifiTa “ eminent” witnewf-s.it wilt be recol¬ 
lected, sat upon thef&eiu.b, and at no great 
ditUnco from the judge; but Lord Tenter* 
oen, in poaaiag over this on warrantable and 
offensive presumption, differed from hit 
brother of the Old Bailey, in not allowing 
the witnesses to cvnvertc with him both 
before and after they bad given their evi¬ 
dence, It is literally a fact that during the 
trial the Marchioness of Or mono was snug¬ 
ly tested by the side of Mr, Justice Parr, 
spoke to the judge in the progreu of the 
trial, and repeatedly nodded assent (as well 
she might,being Lotto’* witness), while the 
learned judge was delivering his chargp to 
the jury. Why, we ask, was the Marchio 
ness of Ormond on the bench? Why was 
there any attempt made to influence the 
minds of the jury by such a display of rank 
and power on the bench, in fuvouT of the 
prisoner? If the Marchioness of Opuo>.'1> 
could associate with a felon, could still show 
aucli partiality for a man who had inhumanly 
destroyed an unoffending, inuocent fellow- 
creature for the sake of paltry gnin, surely 
her ladyship, without any dread of contami- 
natim, without any feat of deteriorating 
her refined taste, or insulting her " order,” 
might have taken her stand in that situation 
which is properly assigned for nil indivi¬ 
duals who attend for the purpose of giring 
evidence, namely, the witness-box. Judge 
Parr was quite pathetic, quite lachrymose, 
when declaring that there was uo distinction 
mode between rich nud poor in that court; 
but would the learned imd discreet jud;»e 
have taken by his side the wife of a poo: 
tradesman who had come to speak to the 
character of a pickpocket? No; nor tlu* wife 
of n rich trtnlvsntan: it was the title that 

gave the entree to the scat of-wc must 

say justice, we suppose. The aristocracy 
appear to be raring against time, iu their 
emlearouEi to briug themselves into disre¬ 
pute with all the thinking part of the com¬ 


munity. Incapable of commanding rapect, 
or of attracting attention by actions of off 
exalted character, they teem to labour Un¬ 
ceasingly i& their exertions to attract notice 
by tbe excesses of folly and pride. John 
Lotto is worthy of his supporters, and 
the “order " quite befitting the fetetriota' 
quack whwn they have ipparttjfly tebmif 
sworn to patronise. 

The Editors of the v*rfot» puMie Jottf- 
trnls have commented on tbe procbedhigS in 
this trial in terms of well-merited oppro¬ 
brium. A whole torrent of sarcasm and ri¬ 
dicule hus been poured down upon the 
heads of the * order ; H but, like “the Tenth,” 
the “ order” can’t feel ridicule; no matter 
how’ biting, hmv pinching, how withering, 
the •* order " are quite proof against annoy¬ 
ance, and equally protected against improve, 
ment. If they had not been the veriest 
dolts that breathe, they must long ago have 
perceived that Lotto was an unprincipled 
impostor,—a juggler, o knave. But the felon 
endeavoured to convert his house into n 
lounging stool for the silly things, and it 
became ** fashionable ” to support Mr. 
Singe —ins L >.»*<;; it. became fashionable to 

inhfh" through long ml morocco tubes, 
to undress, to expose the person before this 
painter and limner, and to lie “ rubbed ” 
with his brush. These things became 
hwahle, and so beneficial vvitlial, that 
titled dunes and nursery misses could go 
forward iu tlu* presence of hundreds of 
spectators, and attest the “ skill, humanity, 
and kind attention ” the artist ! Mon¬ 
strous exhibition! lhtt the juries were not 
to he blinded by nil tho aristocratic dust 
that was thrown into their eyes; nay, nor 
wen* tliev to he frightened or diverted from 
the hottest discharge of their duty by the 
rigmarole tale of the coroner, or tho spe¬ 
cious summing up of the judge. They have 
merited stud received tbe thanks of their 
countvvmen fur their impartial and intelli¬ 
gent verdicts; the press has every where 
approved of their conduct. On the Mon- 
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% lAw tl» Tmu nid that it 

the verdict i" hue 
ientencelhad- not then been pronounced. 

Tiul Thu rejoiced, probably, in the ver* 
dict, becaase it perceived in the declaration 
of the judge, " that there wa* no distinction 
to be made between the rich and poor; that 
justice must bo dealt to the one as well 
as to the other; ’’ that a sentence would be 
pronounced which must have the effect, at 
least for a time, of protecting the public 
against the atrocious frauds and “ killings ” 
of the felon. There mav be some excuse 
for any thing said by Mr. Justice Park on 
the Saturday night, as he appeared to sit 
awfully aghast when the verdict was pro- 
7iounced. He was quite astounded; so 
much so, that he knew not what sentence to 
pronounce; he required time, “ until Mon 
day ; but that could make no difference, as 
the punishment would lie prnhnblym, 
mat -' lo ** sw»S then, us there w-.ts to 
be no distinction between rich and jwor, it 
could make little difference whether the 
sentence were pronounced on the Saturday 
night or on Monday. Hut when Monday ar¬ 
rived, what ms the sentence passed upon 
the author of a most atrocious felony ? what 
was the senteucu passed upon a man who 
had been convicted of a most infamous man¬ 
slaughter l what the sentence pronounced 
upon o felon, whose “goods and chattels ” 
had been forfeited to the King by the ver- 
diet of the jury 1—this pour mun> r||0 , wd 
lost hia til, who had not t shilling in the 
world, nor a friend to help hun to one ! 

Why a fixe of two hundred and tiftu 

errs— 

r-X“r^: -■•«*« ?■*■ ” 

•memoted to one of perpetual imp,,*,,,. 

" H “ i for how would the labouring run Mostectou's conn* „„ „ 

bare obtained the Uio-iiundrel-nml-tiity J ™' 

tomh •*'** » t!, “***• *»*■ 


LONG'S SENTENCE,—EXPENSES. 

M bed peeiiiaed, before thetrielhed bun 
forfeited to the . iwnly the etrdiet of U>« 
j«rjl Thejudge. IbeMfore.thwijht not of 
Loko’s risb oriitoontiotpooBuioos ; thought 
“f »»? udpMMot tint 1 m might hm 
| mode of hii property heforo tho trill j 
thought sot of toy fundi tbit he Might 
inve giined by Lis jugglery, end accreted 
from the King's oficer, the sheriff. K 0 . 
jihe learned judge molred that the itreem 
of juitice tOrould sot ho polluted by his 
hiuds, that there should be." no diatioctioe 
bets-ees rich isdpoor,'' lint he would ios- 
tence Lo»o to e hue of two hundred end 
% pounds, because, lilts other poor men, 
who hid committed limiltr ecu of etro- 
city, bo ebuuld he imprisoned for life, 
thst.the public might be guirded egeinat s' 
mpeution cf |,i, , e fo rioM , ni) j M , rocUr8 
practices. The humase judge, howerer, 
unhappily wes sot .match for the cunning of 
the cnminal, who, it appoau. ], a d cheated 
the sheriff, end hod not only eulSciciit 
money in hii pocket to dircherge the 6ne 
hut plenty to spare. Within Sve minute,' 
this poor man terminated hie " p„p*,J 
j imprisonment," sod was riding cheek-by- 
I jowl With Lord S 1 , 100 , in hie Lo.dsbip's 
curr.de. Who can withhold his eommeo. 
dotion from the judge, for the mao if..station 
,hc boa thus made of hi. .core .tudnonut 
to eveu.haodud jualice! 

The whole of our contemporaries, in no- 
ticing this trial, appear | 0 |, avp 
that a "felon's" property j. fo,fe ilti 10 
the crown, therefore if only two hundred 
' j “* % I*™'® Tterc been taken from Lotto, 
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of St* John lAng’i trial, and offer* Lis mite 
of five pound*, for that purpose. 

^ sotfoik pim«, m : bm &*>.*■ 

* fitli Normb«i' i 1830.* 

In «knoWt«dgtifgthe wwijii oftbi* note, 
which, from* variety of circumstances, can* 
not be othefwrte than gratifying to our feel¬ 
ing*, we beg to state that Mr. Hensoa, the 
solicitor, has given us to understand that 
upon presenting a petition, supported by 
affidavit, to the Lords of the Treasury, the 
prosecutor’s costs will be allowed out of tbe 
tine paid by the pllos. This is the source 
whence every expense incurred by the pro¬ 
secution ought certainly to be defrayed. 


thr m,o* aoaiji! 

A tuny, of the name of Lloyd, hss now 
fuller, a victim to the “ rubbing” system of 
this atrocious quack. The unhappy sufferer 
expired, in the most excruciating tortures, 
about ten days after she had first been 
“ rubbed.” A horrid wound was produced 
on the breast; and, according to the evidence 
of the medical witnesses, the consequent 
inflammation and mortification were of great 
extent. A coroner's inquest sat on the body 
on Wednesday, which wns adjourned to 
Thursday ; and ju*»t as this sheet of our 
Journal was going to pro.**, we hoard that 
the jury had return*d a verdict of “ wiari- 
slttiighttr” against Long. A few persons 
hare had the temerity to assert that the late 
sentence was a scandalous one; what will 
they soy now ! 

Hr. Lu.nn *ns thus concluded Iris cl ini- 
<"il lecture, delivered on Monday last nt Si, 
Thomas's Hospital, on the ini positions some¬ 
times practised by patirn's on their medi¬ 
cal attendants. 

" Remember. gentle du-il, that though 
patients sometimes deceive medical men, 
'practitioners often deceive their patients. 
It is hut. fair, thou, for patients to piny 
these tricks upon uk; especially if we take 
into consideration that anv one may practise 
upon their credulity with impunity—lliat 
quackery may flourish ; that tin* most igno¬ 
rant may practise in spite of the Hoy id (VI- 
lego of Physicians, und thu Royal College 


of Surgeons, and tho Worshipful Company 
of Apothecaries ; that no one cun touch ttnm 

persona; no one can prevent their prooeed* 

lags; for, of course, those great bodice 

would do their duty to the public if they 

had the power to interfere. A quack may 

make his twelve thousand a year in spite of 

any laws that can be put in force against 
him ; and if he do chance to destroy a few 

of his patients, wo know that he can be al¬ 

lowed to do so at the rate of two hundred 
and fifty pounds a head. We cun afford, 
then, to forgive our patients for occasionally 
deceiving us in return.” • 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

EXTENSIVE VIIACTLRK OF IRE PELVIS. 

John Smith, a*fat. 27, was admitted into 
Colston’s Ward, on the evening of the loth 
of October, under the care of .Mr. Vincent. 
Ho complained of his left hip being injured, 
and on examination, a point of bone was 
discovered, projecting a little above the 
centre of the dorsum ilii of that aide. No 
solution of continuity could be detected in 
the extent of the crista, and the severed 
fragment was supposed to be a portion of 
tbe external table of the ilium. The swell¬ 
ing of the soft parts, which bad taken 
place previous to hia admission, entirely 
ptecloded the possibility of ascertaining the 
precise direction and extent of the fracture. 
Some difference of opinion, we understand, 
arose as to whether n second fracture of 
the posterior portion of the ilium existed, 
or a dislocation at the aacro-iliac symphysis. 
He complained of excessive pain m the 
injured part, which was exceedingly in¬ 
creased on tho slightest motion of the thigh. 
Mr. Vinceut was sent ft.r, and arrived in 
about half on hour. He examined the parts 
with great attention, and thought that the 
tincture of the ilium extended in the direc¬ 
tion of tho ace tabu I um, and that tbe hori¬ 
zontal ramus of the pubis was also fractured. 
Soon after his admission, tb**r<* was an invo¬ 
luntary discharge of farces, but then* was 
no paralysis of the bladder or lower extre¬ 
mities. 

He stated that he was a wagoner, and 
was in perfect health previous to the ac¬ 
cident. lie was driving a wagon uver 
lUiickfriurs Bridge, and slipped frotp off 
the. curb-stone ou the carnage-road, and 
fell with his left hip against the ground. 
He stated distinctly, thul the wagon did 
not puss over h»ui, nor touch him in the 
slightest degree, ami lie attributed the in¬ 
jury he has sustained Solely to the fall. 


• We bail not rouia lor Uiis lecture in cur ju t-wnt 
Number. 





















FR ACTUM Of THS PEim 


Mr. ctdand Un to be hid on 

bi* back* md to have J xij of blood liken 
from the hip by capping, and afterwards a 
b»«d bandage to be pat around the pelvis. 

Oct. 14. Has passed a sleepless night, in 
consequence of the severity of Che pain in 
the injured parts. The rectum is how uuder 
the influence of tbe will. The bowels have | 
not been open siuce last night. He lies i 
with bis thighs widely separated, ami says 1 
he is easier in that position than in any. 
other. He is still in s great deal of pain, i 
An ounce of castor oil to be taken imme-i 
diately. j 


15, tena.M. lie complains of acute pain 
about the angles of the 7th, bib, and 9ih 
ribs of the left aide; his respiration is fre¬ 
quent, painful, and hurried. The ribs ap¬ 
pear to be immoveable, particularly those 
corresponding to the seat of the pain. His 
tongue is white, skin hot and dry; pulse 
100, strong and full; a deep inspiration 
produced cough and increased the pain. Tbe 
pain in the hip is still severe ; bowels freely 
relieved yesterday by the castor oil. To 
bu bled to 18 ounces immediately. 

Six p.u. The pain and breathing were 
both relieved by the V.S.; his pul.se rose to 
110, and became soft; within the hut three 
hours he is become considerably worse, and 
tbe pain in the aide is more severe than it 
was in the morning. The blood taken at 1 
o clock ia very much buffed and cupped. 
Bleeding to be repeated to 18 ounces ium»e- 
nutely ; to have a saiiue draught, with the 
solution tartar emetic every fourth hour. 

. !6,elefen a.m. Pelt relieved by the bleed- 

but is now worse than before he w*« 
bled. Blood drawn last night buffed ami 
cupped; cough very much worse, and kepti 
him awake ail night; he expectorates a great 1 
deal of viscid mucus. H- now experiences 1 
severe paiu in the abdomen st each inspira¬ 
tion. Eighteen leeches to the chest, and 
the same number to tbe abdomen. 'J’be ab¬ 
domen to be well fomented after iho leeches 
are taken off. Venesection to 18 ounces 
immediately. 

'ion t\*. Much worse in every respect. 
i7 ’ l *° The bleeding produced the 
same fflecl as on previous occasions. He 
has row more difficulty of bri-otbintr, and 
the cough is attended with a more copious J 
expectoration. The pain in the »i ;«, has ex-1 
tended over q, larger surface, and is much; 
increased in intensity. Th. ru bus beet, no 
occasion tor aperient medicine since the 
Uih nist. To he bled to 18 uucict-s. Con- i 
tinue the saline nmirao.inil anxtunt. 

h.Jeven p.m. Wjw relieved by the bleed- • 
,n K». and slept for three hours alter it. His 1 
respiration is now very laborious j the Wood 1 
s-'.jiUmjeB buffed and tupped ; puBe has 
continued at about 1*0, and very full, since* 


tha 15th, and. still renuo* ro, Veuawetiom 
to 18 ounces. 

10 , two ».jc. He it daily getting much 
worse; lus expectoration is uov attended 
with greet difficulty, and the respiration is 
exceedingly laborious. He complains of 
pain in tbe fore part of the thigh, which was 
bruised at tbe Uue the accident occurred. 
The pain iu the abdomen lias nut been severe 
since the Kith, and he can now bear pres¬ 
sure on it pretty well. He complains of 
, severe pain over the trochantor major. Let 
him be bled from the arm to VO ounces; 
cupping on the hip to 1 « ounces. Discon- 
i tinue the saline and nnuiaouy, and take of 
j ®°lntion of acetate of ammonia Jjas.; ipecuc. 
wine, to drops every fourth hour. 

10 p.m. Sufi great difficulty of breathing, 

I and the pais in the chest rather increased ; 
i pulse very rapid, but much softer and very 
j small; iu other respects the same. Add ten 
i drops of tincture of digitalis to each of the 
above draught*. 

I , Two r.jti Feeli considerable poin in 
the abdomen to-day; has passed a very 
j restless night; puUa still very frequent, but 
much fuifof than last night; lie now com¬ 
plains of great debility; in oilier respect* 
the same. Twenty leeches to the chest; 
twenty leeches to the abdomen, with fouu u. 
taiions. 

I r.x. Worse than in the morning : 

pulse rather stronger and tailor: veneaectiou 
to twelve ounces. 

AI1 fhe symptoms are. increasing ra- 
pmly; he is sinking fast; bowels still con¬ 
tinue open. 

it. Last night he became delirious, and 
atiil remoinaao ; hia eyelids are lialf-ilored: 
breathing rather easier, and the pain in ih<> 
sice w also easier; pulse still full and f r «. 
queni; countenance exsanguine and of a 
citrou tint. 

i'L Died last night at eleven a’cluck. 1 


Kxtimimtum J.» turns after Death. 

Drain ivalthy. 

»«(.—I'bp [,lfun covrring lli, |io#ttri„r 
wirlice of the left lu <(1> unit tliat iinin-. t|„. 

..t of U.« wall of thorax 

“ “ccrcrf with » tbiclt layer of toll.,.-’ 

, cod Tory tctiaciou. lymph. On rt‘- 

Hlyving thi. lynipli, |l, e pl.ur. f uu , i( j 
in uul. lv lujfctfld, and da;fc rail ri,..ts w,ro 
v "“"J e b ™i-«lli it. Tlic lung llirotur limit 
was less crepitant than natural, ami wln-u 
cut into, pus exuded (iom llie rnmitcaiion# 
of the bronchial tube*. The entire lunjr 
WHS m a .hate of agmtmrnl. Too,. , 

no ciiung. Of .Uuatuie. 'flic riglit lumr 1 
was tolerably healthy. ® , 

. -dAflWnea.—Peritoneum slightly inflamed • I 
pu* wa« fo„ B d j n t | le p g(ms mnunua o( - t!|4 J 
left side in its winds extent. The abdomi. 
ual ami pelvic viscera were healthy. 



LIGHTVISO^-BRRiWMi—WMIXBOL'SES. M 


PeMh—Thti left ptrti orer tla ilitnn 
wen in a itate approaching to gangrene; 
(here wa* a comminuted fraeturenf the left 
ilium, which commenced about two inches 
and a half from it* anterior superior spine, 
extended through the substance of the bone 
in an oblique direction, and having describ¬ 
ed a semicircle, terminated at the sacro¬ 
iliac symphisis. The remaining portion of 
the ilium was separated from its articulation 
with the sacrum, and thrown considerably 
upwards and forwards. The ramus of the 
left ischium, and the hoiixonta) ramus of the 
corresponding pube9, wete also fractured. 
A small collection of pus was found within 
the capsule of the hip-joint, and the carti¬ 
lage of tlio acetabulum was in several parts 
absorbed. 


singular kfvect of lightning. 

We lately comrnuuicated ai very remark¬ 
able instance of the effect of limning on a 
man who, though the shock eeemtd to hare 
passed directly through him, afterwards 
completely recovered j wo find a similar 
case in a late number of the M Kuiusche 
Kejiertoriura.” On the 5th of lost May, in 
the neighbourhood of Mombach, a large 
oak wua struck by lightning, at the time 
when two children were standing under¬ 
neath. They were found a abort time after 
the accident in a state of complete insensi¬ 
bility, from which, however, they boou re¬ 
covered. The elder, eleveu years of age, 
had on the outer side of the left thigh, a 
litid streak, about half an inch in breadth, 
and five inches in length; another two 
incites in length, on the posterior aurfuce 
of the left upper unit; and a third from the 
inner ancle of the. right foot to the grent toe, 
« here the shoe was completely torn through. 
The other child, Ri ven years of age, had 
only one streak at the outer side of the left 
thigh. terutiuauiig at the knee; both cbil- 
dieii complained of groat lassitude, stiffness 
of the limbs, and pain in the abdomen , but 
after the use of aperients and the external 
application of camphorated spirit, completely 
recovered in ten days. 


ERItATUJU. 

To the Editor of Tint Lancet. 

Si u.—1 perceive in “ Tub Lancet ” of 
the tiib November, «u auuuytnous commu¬ 
nication, containing sirinure* on the pro¬ 
fessional character of Sir W. Wizard, and 
dated the mil of October, 28, Hudiow 
8lreet, Burton Crescent. 

As that has been mv place of residence 
since the *9ih of September, and as 1 have 
communicated to Tux La scar an authenu- 


_article (besides two advertisement* of 

Lectures) witfc that addtaas, 1 beg you will 
afford me the earlieat opportunity of eat* 
phatically disclaiming the slightest con¬ 
nexion with the anonymous communication. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. B. 0‘Shauohnmsy, M.D. 
23, Hadlow Street, Burton Crescent, 

9th November, 1830. 


SURGICAL PRACTICE IN WORXHOU8M. 


To the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Sir,—U nder the impression from the 
past, that you are always ready to expose 
in your valuable periodical, all professional 
“humbug” and “hole-and-corner prac¬ 
tice,” I am led to ask insertion for these 
lines, arising from a sincere w»h that, as 
medical students pay the moat exorbitant 
and shameful fees for the little knowledge 
they art enabled to acquire, so they should 
in like manner, make the most of it when¬ 
ever au opportunity presents itself. I am 
an apprentice to the surgeon of one of our 
largest metropolitan workhouses, and in 
latter part of my time, from which, up to 
the period when 1 entered the profession, 1 
have invariably been allowed to examine 
and derive what knowledge I could from 
the cases contained in the word appropriated 
to the male venereal patients ; but, will it 
he believed, in the present enlightened 
state of the profession, when 1 write that 
the surgeon of the establishment refuses to 
admit me when he examines female rases, 
differing frequently from the disease in the 
male, in consequence of the difference <>f the 
parts, and, forsooth, because his sense of 
decorum bids him pronounce his “ veto” 
“O chastitas! 0 pristiua tides 1 .” Surely 
nothing can exceed the well-timed benevo¬ 
lence of this worthy man, in thus sparing' 
the feelings of generally the lowest class of 
prostitutes, and, in consequence, denyiug a 
stripling of twenty-one, who has paid him 
handsomely, to acquire ail professional 
knowledge, and who possesses an anxious 
wish to understand his calhng, from witness¬ 
ing cases which tend to illustrate and afford 
to the student correct pathological data re¬ 
lative to this important disease. 

lu begging you a sincere pardon for thus 
trespassing on your press and patience, 

I mu, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A Constant Reaper. 

Oct. 28th, 18.10. 

* tl * IT the writer of this letter he of ma¬ 
ture nge, we think the restriction imposed 
by his master is neither sensible nor just. 



CORRESPONDENTS.—BOOKS. 




TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received 
from Mr. Morson—An Enemy lo Humbug— 
Vindex—Mr. H. 1). C. Do La Matte—Mr. 
John Barrow — Mr. Williams — Martin 
Evans, M.D. 

Dr. Bucks’s coihniuuicuLion shall appear 
next week. 

S.F. Yes; but it must be done with 
caution. 

Ckirurpau. We are (irmly of opinion 
that n member of the College of Surgeons 
can dispense big own prescriptions without 
hazarding the penalties of Lite Apothecaries 
Act. The chemist and druggist certainly 
incurs no risk at all. 

A Junior Member of the Profession, Out 
of the house from <J0 to 8 01 . per annum, but 
such situations are very rare; as indoor 
assistant, from 20 to 40/. 

Alpha, '1 hat state originates from bucIi a 
variety of causes that it is impossible to 
giro a satisfactory reply to his question in 
this case. 

If M. D. of Edinburgh will send his 
name and address to our office, his request 
shall be attended to. 

Scalpdlum, on reflection, must be aware, 
that to insert, unautbenticate.d,such letters as 
the one he last sent, might be an act of very 

giws injustice to Sir-ami if tbe prin- 

tuple were widely acted upon, would bring 
• scandal upon the press generally, and 
completely neutralize its good effects. 

. The unfair dealing of which a writer sign- 
lag himself Snlvi Pojntli complains, sinks 
into nothing when placed in comparison 
with the disgusting knavery and jobbing 
which are daily practised in mo.it of uur dis¬ 
pensaries and infirmaries. Hi* letter is too 
general to produce a good effect. The title 
oft.ie institutiMj, and the names and ad¬ 
dresses of the underhand members of the 
committee should all be published. 

//. M. Such a party cannot recover in a 
court of law for medicines and attendance. 
Dc certainly is liable to no penally for tbe 
mere act of sending in an account.' 

A correspondent says he cures the tooth- 
®ch by putting ««t wo or t j, rpe j rC|()g of 
prussic icid on a bit of lint and inserting it 
in the cavity of tbe decayed tooth!” ile 
cannot he serious. 

ihe communication t,[ IJumetnilns or 
some remarks on it. would have been insert¬ 
ed, had not the letter been accidentally 
mislaid. J 

An Inquirer. It is contended by the! 
lawyers, that the Apothecaries Act has 
f'tered the law. We contend for the con- 
•yv. The question has not yet been fairly 
tried. 3 


Bibliophilus. The second volume of Dr. 
Mackintosh * Pnctice of Physic was pub¬ 
lished a week or two ago. It ia an excellent 
work. 

The plates in question we have not Been, 
but original drawings from the same bund, 
which we have seen, were neither well drawn 
uor well coloured. 

The Atlas iaan able production. A.T.T.'s 
edition of Batemau is the must proper com¬ 
panion to it. 

The works of Beck nnd ChrUtison. 

A fFtbb Street Pupil. We are too much 
pressed for apace to insert the questimis 
propounded by the Examiners of the Com¬ 
pany of Apothecaries. Nevertheless wo 
feel obliged to our correspondent for his 
communication, 

A Pupil is greatly mistaken in supposing 
that any such change in our “ medical poli¬ 
tics” has taken place. The expressions to 
which he Tefcra were the sentiments of n 
correspondeiU. It certainly never was the 
intention of The legislature to grant the 
powers which have been assumed, nud a 
radical change in tbe government of the body 
is probably at hand. The principle, how. 
ever, for which our correapomlem would 
argue, he must, on reflection, agree with u.s, 
is not a sound ona, for surely the qualifica¬ 
tions of the individuals to whose care the 
health of tbe community is mainly commit¬ 
ted should be, carefully examined.’ 

1 A Non-Medical Subscriber will find the 
subject atpaga .82 of Cooper’s Surgical Dic¬ 
tionary. 

Wc' may refer H. F. to page i ll of our 
last Lancet. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Elements of Pathology and Pint tier of 
Physic. By John Mackintosh, ALD., Per¬ 
jurer on the Practice of Physic in lulm. 
burgh. Vol. 11. Edinburgh: (kirfrae. 
London: Longman. 8vo. pp. <u\7. Ift.iO. 

The Pyramid, Prospectus of a (ienera! 
Cemetery, to be err elect in Ihe vicinity of 
Primrose Hill. Thomas Willson, Architect, 
j London,J8SO. 

An Introductory Lecture to a Course of 
Anatomical Lectures. IW Thomas 1'irih, 
Surgeon. London: Limobeer. 1US0. pp. 


! KHRATU.U. 

At the close of tbe report of the London 
| Medical Society in our last, page *220, the 
[ laft line should have been primed ** and cer¬ 
tainly n would he rather too much to tdl 
him that ho had never met with a cme of 
puerperal fever." 



THE LANCET. 


Vot. I.] LONDON, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20. [ 1830 - 31 . 


H6ttl-J}ieu it Paris en JuiUtt tt Av&t 
l&iO. Par Pa. Meniere. 

Independently of tlie great political j 
interest which is Attached to the history of 
the Holel-Dieu during the months of July 
lnd August, this hospital being almost in 
the centre of the field of battle, the shore 
•eport is important in a medical point of 
riew, and we think we shall obtain the 
thanks of our readers for presenting them 
with some extracts. ' . ' 

On the evening of the 26th of .Toly, the 
lay of the publication of the ordinance, 
the number of patients in the Hotel-Dieu 
amounted to 878; on the morning of the 
Allowing day some disturbances took 
.■lace, aud in the evening the fighting be- 
$nn between tbo citizens and gend’armea. 
On that night six wounded persons were 
conveyed to the ilutvl-Dieu, and one of 
them died almost immediately. 

At the very beginning of the struggle, 
the medical authorities of the IIotel-Dieu 
considered it necessary to discontinue the 
further admission of patients, except in 
jrgeut esses, and to discharge as many re- 
convalescents ns possible, so confident were 
Limy that a serious conflict was at hand j 
ind owing to these wise measures, the hos¬ 
pital continued on the evening of the 27th, 
only 900 patients* a great number of whom 
were iu a state to leave on the first notice. 

During the disastrous fight on the 28th, 

110^wounded citizens were admitted, 1? ol 
whom died on the same day; tliA wounds 
were all from musket balls, cartridges, ami 
cannon balls. Every-tbing was immedi- 
itely doftt to oasist the wounded, aud to 
provide lor die morrow. Thirty-eight con- 
vnleseents left the hospital, some of them to 

• The avers#* uiiinlwr ut daily admissions at tlir 
Hotel Dieu, is about tW, 

No. 377. 


lake part in the fight. An additional num¬ 
ber of beds waa placed in the different 
wards, and a “ service d’ambulance ” waa 
organised; a large number of old “ internes ” 
of the Hotel-Dieu came to the hospital, and 
offered to place themselves under the u ehi- 
rurgien en chef,” and to Bhare the service 
of their younger colleagues. A large num¬ 
ber of litters was distributed over the imme¬ 
diate neighbourhood of the hospital, in order 
to CBrry ibe wounded from the conveyance 
I in which they bad been brought, into the 
I wards—a measure which was indispensable, 
as every wounded man being accompanied by 
a large escort of friends, they would have 
otherwise entered with him, aud have caused 
great confusion in the wards. As it was ne¬ 
cessary to perform many operations imme¬ 
diately, one particular ward was destined 
for that purpose; this plan was, however, 
soon found to be impracticable, as the num¬ 
ber of wounded rapidly increased, and the 
operations were accordingly performed on 
the beds of the patients themselves. M. 
Dupuytren performed nearly all the opeia- 
tions himself, net only the greater opera¬ 
tions, hut also such as enlarging of the 
wounds, extraction of balls, &c. A great 
number of wounded left the hospital after 
their wounds had been dressed, some to go 
home, but others to return to the light; and 
M. Meniere states, that he saw more than 
one who was wounded, at tbro, three, and 
even four, different periods of tlie battle. 
From this day wounded soldiers were also 
admitted; they were plieed in the same 
wards with tho wounded citizens, as there 
was no time to assign to them a particular 
ward ; besides, it wua soon found that there 
existed no sort of animosity on the part of 
the citizens against them, and within sfew 
days they were completely fraternized. 

After the murderous night of the 2Uih, a 
S 
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HISTORY OF THE HOTEL DIED 


sort of armiitio* wm concluded, which the 
troops employed in throwing their dead 
iulo the Seine, and in carrying their wound* 
ed to the “ ambulances,” and the “ H6pi- 


I meat also returned to the H6tel-Dieu, where 
they were further attended as out-patients. 

The total number of wounded, who were 
regularly admitted into the hospital,amounts 


wiuD amouiauces, bhu | rcguiariv uunmieu mho me uoapiiai, amounts 

Ud de la Garde a great number of the j to 31W, of whom 302 were eiliaeus, 63 sol- 
most severely wounded was also brought to . difrs of different ranks, 21 females, and 
the Hdtel-Dieu. It was on this occasion j five children under fifteen years of age. 
particularly that the citizens, animated by | Forty wounded died during the Erst throe 
the most generous feelings of humanity, jdays after their admission, 
made themselves worthy of the greatest j We shall now say a few words on the in* 
praise; they themselves carried the wound-1 isrn&l organisation of the hospital, and the 
ed soldiers to the hospitals, and evineed the ! distribution of medical **rvir.<>. duriim- and 


---r 

same care and attention to them, as if they 
had fought for their own good cause. 

After a Bhort cessation of hostilities, the 
battle recommenced, and terminated on the 
evening of the 29th; on that day no less 
than 201 wounded persons were received at 
the Hotel-Dieu, twenty of whom died be 
fore any surgical treatment could be ndminia 
tered to them. All the other patients of the 
hospital who were in a state which admitted 
of their being conveyed, were discharged, 
end 362 of them were sent to the Salpe- 
triere and the Hicetre, in ordor to make room 
for the wounded, the number of whom was 
expected to increase after the battle. Se- 
rerul young surgeons were stationed at a 
greater distance from the hospital (the 
neighbourhood of which became by this 
time really covered by litters, Ccc.), in order I 
to assmsucb as required immediate aid, as 
in case of haemorrhage, &c.; others were 
■ent into other quarter* of the town, for the 
purpose of establishing ambulances for the 
temporary reception of the wounded, until 
they could be sent to the hospitals. Those 
of the wounded who could bear being con* 
reyed were carried to other hospitals; 
others were removed lo their homes, or 
into houses in the neighbourhood. 

About 400 wounded persons received 
this sort of temporary surgical treatment at 
the Hotel-Dieu, and it is necessary to re- 
mark that these are not comprised in the 
general report of the hospital. 

During the following four days fifty-eight 
wounded were admitted, and their admission 
contiaued for some weeks, but of courie 
most of the wounds were leas danger* 
ou».. The greater part of these were work* 
Wi n, who found themselves unable to pro- 
vid- for the expenses of a long illness, 
ifonug the same period, a gnat number of 
tt.nse who hod received temporary treat- 


distribution of medical service, during tnd 
( immediately after the revolution. Besides 
I the five surgical wards, three medical wards 
which had been evacuated in the munner 
above described ware destined to receive 
the wounded; the surgical service was or¬ 
ganised by M. Dupuytren, uuder whom all 
the surgical officers, not only of the bospi- 
I tal, but also |bf old “ iutetneg,” and other 
surgeon*, who had volunteered their assist¬ 
ance, placed themselves; the " chirurgieu 
en chef” immediately assigned to every one 
bis post and appointment, and it was ow¬ 
ing to the atricfefdherence to these orders 
[that the service of the hospital was, dur¬ 
ing the whole period, performed without 
the least confusion or interruption; the 
morning visit, which generally took about 
five hour*, was made by M, Dupuytren, and 
the evening visit alternately by his col- 
leagues, MAI. Breschet and Nanson. As to 
the frequent complaint of the Hotel-Dieu 
having been crowded, it is sufficient to say 
j that in consequence of the dUcbarge of 
convalescents and transportable patient* 
on the evening of the 28th, the number of 
patienU amounted only to 771, a number 
considerably less than can be accommodated 
at the FIGtekDieu; during the following 
days also, the number of discharge* always 
exceeded that of admission* ; and the num* 
b« of patients in the hospital was, on 
an average, not more than between 680 
aud 710; a statement for the authenticity 
of which M, Meniere declares himself re¬ 
sponsible. 

Hie diet at the hospital is rather indjfl*. 
rent, and M. Dupuytren justly considered 
the present a very proper opportunity of 
making improvements in this respect ; orders 
were immediately given lo the domestic de¬ 
partment of the house to make the proper 
alterations ; and it is probable that to these 
measures, aud to the liberal contribution* 



DURING AND AFTER THE LATE REVGLimcaf* 


of the citizens themselves, (be speedy re¬ 
covery of many patient* may be ascribed. j 
Aoether want which aoon became very 
urgent, was that of lint and linen, but this 
had no sooner began to be known in the 
ton'n, than large donation! were aent from all 
quarters, particularly from tbe “ Dames de 
la Halle," the “ College Louis-le-Orand, M 
the hospices, and even from other towns as 
fur distant aa Angers; at the same time a 
great number of workshops was establish¬ 
ed in the neighbourhood of, and on the very 
place before, the Hdiel-Dieu, to supply the 
wards with lint, bandages, &c. By such 
efl'i.rta, and lastly from the contents of the 
mi^aziue of the “ ambulances de farmee, r 
which was immediately given up by the 
provisory administration to the civil hospi¬ 
tals, these wants warn speedily supplied. 
Another circumstance which was extremely 
beneficial in this respect dflerves notice: 
the palace of the archbishop (which is quite 
close to the hospital) haring, been invaded, 
a report spread that it ws#tot»e. plundered, 
and lire furniture destroyfA sud thrown into 
the Seine. In oonsequsoss of this rumour, 
M. jJreachet immediately proceeded thither 
with hid uproti (in his dress as hospital sur¬ 
geon), and called upon the people in tbo 


post, We alas emit entsrinp into many 
particulars respecting the seventy of the 
cases, such aa for instance that the citisena 
were more dangerously wounded than the 
soldiers, but that in the foriper the wounds 
were comparatively leas fatal than in the 
latter, because of the different emotions of 
mind which were necessarily produced by 
the event of the straggle, See. 

We give a short extract of some of the 
moat interesting cases 

“ A soldier of the Royal Guard*received 
a shot a little above the temporal extremity 
of the eyebrow; the bull having traversed the 
akin and temporal muscle, glided along tbo 
skull iu h semicircular direction till it came 
behind the ear, where it stopped : it was 
extracted by means of an incision. The pa¬ 
tient went on very well, till all at once 
hemorrhage took place from the temporal 
artery, which was, however, soon arrested 
by the ligature; this patient ie now reco¬ 
vered.—A pupil of the Polytechnic School 
was slabbed in the right eye; the instru¬ 
ment pierced the orbit and perforated the 
brain in its whole length, and of course pro¬ 
duced immediate death.—A deaf and dumb 
person, about 34 years of age, who had 
taken u-fery active part in the fighting, was 
brought to the hospital covered with wounds, 
and lacerated in the most pitiful manner; 
there was a penetrating wound at the tem¬ 
poral region of the skull, and there was evi- 


nossessioii of the palace to carry every - , 

thinK ii„. might he useful to tin- wounded, j ft"? 1 * »'"*» uf br “"-.i be «’»* '"S^ 

; lt * , . bled and went ou favourably, when fiecon- 

■!*- l; tlww «rd«. went turned,■ dary ^..phsliu, .cceded ™d cerried him 
ately followed, and all the linen, b«rds,) 0 jj- j n n f,- w days.—-A citizen received a "ball 
furniture, and oven money, was faithfully; on the forehead ; he was brought to the 
delivered to the authorities at the hospital, j hospital iu a state of insensibility ; the skin 
Another incident mmn.-cted with the nrcl.- < fou "d leeerated, but there wesno free- 
. , . , v .« i Jure i wneu he recovered his senses he was 

hirhojt a ,,e,ece must here be mentioned., l|uitg Wi „ d> ^ it w „ . feir 

tiohie of the people were going to sat fire to that t j, e right e y e became sensible of 
the building, end others proposed to dig s, light; the vision of both eyes was gra¬ 
ta j* hole in the garden, sud to bury there u j dually but completely restored.—One frac- 
great number of dead from the Place de ! °"’y of the clavicle was observed, from 

« , . , . . ..... u blow with a musket, and curiously enough 

o™, tee.; but 8* «™ 88 the, «» w- |j, WM i. , citiMB ». im M hueu 

minded that the execution of either ofj discharged from the lfiitel-Dieu, after re- 
these p'ftns might lie injurious to the Hotel- J corny from it fracture of the clavicle of the 
l)ieu, they immediately abandoned them.; oilier side.—'iVo exartirutalions of the up- 
ln conclusion of this par! of his report, Kk.\v* T uriu w * r « »»«*«■ willj access; a third 

M«.m mention, lb. honourable rendi.K-J “»« P«” d <“<»'- P'“ b » b, J »»!» >«•'* 

, . .... . . * /.. patient objected to the operation being per- 

wtth «bab the medical offices of tbe bos. ; E, rm , d im j ratd i. uls ,f ler tbe rn.-cbicut.-A 
jdlal adopted the proposition of one of; few swer* crs**s of bums were also ailmit- 
their colleagues to make a collection for (lie j ted. Some citizens had taken possession of 
wounded, which, within a few days, amount-;« cannon, which they directed against the 

od to .bout «> thousand franr. {-HOI.). I »»»“')'• b “' » ** b '“ f ‘ be m ° m * M ,b f. v 
. ... M iv, v • c. i had put the hall behind the powder; thu 

We do not follow M. M«‘m in hi. lu -1 Kcord , y .J, „„ a the 

qulry on the nature of gun-sbot wounds, as i p 0Wt j»* r was scattered over the pavement; 
this is for the present foreign to our pur- j tiie bull also fell ou the stones, sud uaior- 
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tmrtttljr cause! atpark, by which tie pow¬ 
der took fire iad burnt fi?e or six imlivi- 
duafs.—A young man, with hi* pocket filled 
with cartridges, hail a pistol discharged close 
to him, so that they took fire, anti he was in 
one moment burnt 'from head to toot. N owe 
of these burOB were fatal.—One casp of am¬ 
putation of the index of the left hand pioved 
fatal, in consequence of nervous symptoms 
supervening, which were probably caused 
by a violent emotion of mind.—In twocases 
both thighs had been traversed by the same, 
hull without producing fracture, mid iu cue 
the bail bad even perforated both leg# with¬ 
out even any lesiou of the bone .—One case 
of tetanus only wbs observed, in a patient 
with penetrating wound oi the chest; it 
seems that it was principally caused by the 
frequent discharges of muskets and pistols, 
which continued for a considerable time 
after the fighting had ceased. Several 
cases were observed, in which the ball had 
passed through the neck without injuring 
any important organs, aud some of them 
were speedily cured; some, however,prov¬ 
ed fatal by hemorrhage, as was the case in 
a young man who lmd been shot through 
tbe neck, and was in a fair way of recover¬ 
ing, when, on the J2th day, hemorrhage 
occurred and carried him off within a few 
hours.—A boy of 17 received a large wound 
at the left side, immediately above the 
heart; tbe ball, after having broken a rib, 
traversed the lung and the scapula, and hi* 
was apparently iu a dying state when he was 
admitted at the hospital; reactfon, however, 
soou took place, and it is hoped that he will 
recover.—A voltigeur received a musket- 
hail on the occiput; though it came in an 
oblique directiou.it fractured and depressed 
the skull, and such was its force, that it was 
almost divided into two parts, oue halfhav- 
ing entered the cerebellum and the other 
remaining outside ; it was very firm, and it 
required a great effort to detach it; the 
patient died on the second day,—A young 
girl, whilst looking out of a window on the 
fifth story, received a hall in the breast, 
after it had penetrated the cheat of a man 
before her ; happily she was thickly cloth¬ 
ed, else the ball would have entered the 
cltfst; it had been fired at the distance of 
about 0O paces.—A soldier of the Guard was 
shot in thehypogastric region ; tbe neck of 
the bladder was wounded, and the ball en¬ 
tered a little above the anus; tire os pubis 
was fractured. Notwithstanding the ex¬ 
tent and the nature of the wound tbe pa¬ 
tient lived till the 3Uth day, when he died 
of inflammation.” 

With respect to the situation and effects 
f the wounds, there were observed to be,— 


Wounds of the head • 

to..., 

FATU. 

—- fee* .. 

, 17..., 

.... » 

-— neck .. 

, 6..., 

.... 3 

- chest ., 

, 20..., 

..,.10 

—— abdomen 21.... 

....14 

-■ pelvis 

21..., 

.... 9 

Fractures of long bones 

78... 

.... 4:r 

Wounds of the thigh 

SO..., 

.... 0 

- knee ., 

, 

.... 0 

— H- 

. 14... 

.... 0 

- foot ., 

. It).... 

.... 0 


.... 0 

upper arm . 

»... 

.... i> 

fore-arm . 

<>... 


■t- —— elbow . 

S... 

.... 0 

- baud . 

3,..i 

.... <> 


— 

*— 


274 

99 


Besides tbe above number, eleven citi- 
7.0ns died almost immediately after admis¬ 
sion, and tbeir wounds were not specified. 
The total number of deaths is stated to have 
been 122 (which however does not accord 
with the above), 40of whom, at least,did not 
admit of any surgical treatment. Of tbe 91 
wound* of the extremities without fractures 
none proved fatal, and it was peculiarly for¬ 
tunate that there were no penetrating wounds 
of the jointsamong them. The other wounds, 
which are not entered in the above list, 
were comparatively slight. At the end of 
.September there were but twenty wounded 
left; the greater number of convalesces 
having been sent to St. Cloud, when* the 
barrack* of the Gardes du Corps had been 
appropriated to that purpose. 


Transactions of the Medical and Physical 

Society of Calcutta. Volume the fourth. 

Calcutta : Thacker and Co. 1829. 13vo. 

Op t be thirty-three articles contaiued in the 
volume before us, a small number only re¬ 
quire our notice, the rest being chiefly oil 
subjects of local importance, and such as 
can afford but little interest to Europeau 
readers. 

We shall begin with tbe first paper, on 
lactucurium, by Dr. Graham, who caused a 
quantify of this drug to be prepared, and 
employed it in a number of cases with con- 

* At ti.r Ilitpilsl Bcaujon, a cilizm ws* admit¬ 
ted Vi ill* eijcht wounds »f th« hrad, itl one of whieh 
a pn-iv of Pone three indie* lone and two tiroml 
tiMbot-n m-psr&trd from the skull j be recovered, 
and u «t prewnt in Si. Cloud. 

















tACTUCABIUM.-»MEm^DItt,OCATI(«(; ' " #1 

sidenble benefit* It wu obtained from the statedog twelve punces of Moftft fromthe 
eou lettuce just before flowering, by catting arm. Tha relief afforded by this measure 
the atcm obliquely into * great number of w» very striking, the betdech which tad 
piece*, and scraping off the juice from the previously been aery distressing was almost 
ends of each with a broad blunt knife, by entirely removed, the patient regained hie 
which it wai conveyed into a cup or bason former cheerfulness, and declared that he 
having a crow-bar and containing a small felt better than he hud done for some years j 
quantity of water. Ilia juice thus collected and the quantity of urine discharged in the 
wns merely inspissated by standing for a subsequent twenty-four hour* waa only nine 
short time in the shade, and then made into pintB. On the next day, however, the quan- 
cakea with the hand, without beiugsubjected tity being again slightly increased, and the 
to any other preparation whatever. It was headacb having partially returned, the 
given in somewhat larger doses than $ose} bleeding was repeated with the same im- 
which have been hitherto recommended, j mediate relief as before, and five grains of 
vis., from two to eight or ten grains, and I blue-pill every other night, with a pint of 
wa* productive of very beneficial effects in decoct. sarBsp. daily, were prescribed. On 
several instance# where opium and other j the 23d die patient contioued better, the 
narcotics bad failed, or could not be borne | trine amounted to only eight pints in the 
by the patient. In this country the expense! twenty-four hours, ami the thirst had alto- 
attending the collection of li&tucarium has' gether ceased* On the 24th the headacb 
been ho great as alone to prevent its being j and thirst were again slightly felt, the quan- 
hrought into general use; but J>r.Graham | tity of urine for the twenty-four hours waa 
states that the above method of preparing it! eight and a half pints. Venesection waa 
is already understood, in several places, by ; therefore again employed, and with the 
the natives, and that any quantity of it; same good effect ason the previous occasions, 
might ensily be procured at a very reason -1 Between this date and Oct. 14, the bleeding 
nble price. In the appendix an account is was repeated four times, and always with 
given of some trials which were made with j decided benefit, the urinary discharge gra- 
u quantity of the drug sent by Dr. Graham | dually diminishing in quantity, and becom- 
to Calcutta, and the results fully justify the j ing of a more natural quality, aud the pa- 
commendations which he bestows upon it. tient improving rapidly in health and 
The seventh article contains a very inte- strength, so that by the beginning of No¬ 
resting case of diabetes completely and per- vemberlie waa comjdetely recovered. The 
mnueutiy cured by bleeding. The patient, sore from the blister on tbe loins was kept 
a military officer net. 40, had been ill several open during the whole period of treatment, 
months, and wu extremely weakened and but there can be no doubt that the beneficial 
emaciated, when he applied to Dr. Kennedy, result waa chiefly, if not entirely, owing to 
Mis previous medical attendants had con- the abstraction of blood, 
aidered his case as one of hypochondriasis The following article contains a case re- 
aud general debility, without being fit all lated by Mr. Twining, in which lie succeed- 
aware of its real nature, although he was ed in reducing a dislocation of the humerus 
actually at this time voiding from ten to in a robust and healthy sailor, which had 
twelve pirns of inodorous sweet urine in the existed fifteen weeks, no attempt at reduc- 
twenty-four hours, l.eeches and’ a large tion having been made. Gradually incrAs- 
blister to the loins, lime-water and aubcur- ed extension with the pulleys, was main- 
bonate of ammonia with an animal diet, tained for fifty minutes, and during that time 
were first tried, but under this treatment nausea and faintness were induced by a large 
the patient, though somewhat improved in dose of tartar emetic and the abstraction of 
spirits, evidently became worse, and tlie thij of blood. The head of the bone was 
urinary discharge increased to seventeen raised with considerable force from the 
pints daily. Although he was now still axilla, aud returned into the glenoid cavity 
further reduced, Dr. Kennedy was ‘‘firmly suddenly and with a very audible grinding 
convinced that his only chance of recovery noise. The patient left the hospital only a 
was in the bleeding system of Dr. Watt,” few days after the reduction, and was then 
and accordingly on Sept, 2(Kb began by ah- able to move his arm «s much as, ai that 



pemlari. H ■**«•»* «* **** 

iwai, “ •**■• ‘ flEc “ 4 *• d -n f :^.r 

***»«•**£«*■ ti «ebp..hl. ye*. .B.W , W* "■T** ”, 1 "- 

ttt*u*khowoF.»otbere».wh.rethe «l|y «f *• ■""“•n* 

bout hea beer reduced at TO long * period p0«*. *” d ™ *•« ,wSw *” d * 1 f “ 

after tho occurrence of the nee ideal. >«*"> »nd <Hr« »d ,qo«.er (ooireomfc- 

renci*, was v*ry easily felt from the rectum; 

« The vatient, William Foss, returned m n{j ^ therefore, was implored, and the 
tlie brie Francis to L.mpool, »* *"£* te i gUinct , r ftoi ww oot divided. From the 
not recover ill* use ofbis arm, it 16 piOhnNe u,uv " . , . . 

that be frill apply to a hospital for aid ; latter circumstance and probably also from 
and any communication as to the dealt* of the smallness of the incision into the bind, 
his recovery would be interesting to the der, though this is not roCntinned, some dif- 
Calcutta Medical Society.” ficu\ty WM experienced in the extraction of 

The Mill article is by the same gentle- the calculus} the operation was, however, 
man on the employment of ipecacuanha in completed in about flee minutes. Fieces 
dysentery. From the cases, oF which a (and even aHyeroand#orm,ascsrislu»brl- 
number are concisely rtltted, Hits medicine Obides) were pitted by the urethra for more 
appears to hare been most efficacious in the than a month; to fix weeks, botrefut, the 
simple acute form of the disease; it was recto-vesical opening Was entirely healed, 
nor, however, considered as by any means and the patient perfectly toobvered. In the 
a substitute for antiphlogistic measures, its appendix, another ea*« of calculus is rolat- 
administratirm being ahviyS preceded by ed, in which lithotomy Was performed by a 
free general or local bleeding, when the pa- native, who, by lift otftt account, had ope- 
tinnt was seen soon after the cormneneement rated on about 150 patients, and lost only 
of the disease, or at a later period, when the sixteen. His method was that which baa 
symptom! indicated the existence of inftatn- been termed the apparatus minor. Hfa 
motion. It was invariably combined with Whole stock of instruments consisted of an 
extract of gentian, and was given Sometime* old lancet,«small foldlflg knife, and a piece 
even in twelve-grain doses, without indne- of unpoHibCd tron, Ibont the six** of a com¬ 
ing the least nauttes. The usual dOse was, mon uncut dttwiftg-fHttcil, having one end 
however, sir grains, with four grsins of the Coarsely scoop-shaped,” and he waa *' to- 
rxtract, twice a day; in some cases, where tally ignorimt of anatomy, having no rational 
the liver appeared to be affected, it waa idea of the parts to be divided-, nor of those 
advantageously combined with blue-pill, in which Would have been endangered by a 
others it does not appear to have beenren- slip of the knife. Notwithstanding there 
dered more efficacious by this addition, on disadvantages, the ctriettla* was speedily 
the contrary, its good t*ff«-cts were much extracted, and the patient, a native boy 
more evident after the mercury had been seven years old, was going on remarkably 
omitted. In some cases, which are related well on the tenth day, after which he was 
by Dr. Mortimer of Madras, the ipecaeo- not aeon by the relarer of the case. The 
anba was given much more frequently, and operation is thus described: 
combined with gnm acaci* instead of ex- «« Wjjhhut any preparation whatever, nay, 
tract of gentian*, it appear^ however, to allowing the boy to void his urine juni be¬ 
have been less efficacious in thi* form, fore commencing, the operator proceeded 

though still of much nervice, The me «t “ f oU “«. "'»* *»* > 

... .... . double-edged scalpel ns a substitute for his 
ipecac unobt m dmntety h« twro l^ Jcnsfc, but tefiming forcepn of an, hind, 

ioowa, hut wo ore out aware that it b» p,,| mt having bam placed ou the 
heeo given before ia tl.te particular manner, knee, orbit fattier, who wan eented on the 
. or combined with any medicine which hie edge of n cot, with each hand paired lmdrr 
to completely oh.iated in nauneaiiog ef- llle ll ""> of '•>« **»« «<!«■ «d the wriatu 
feat., withnnt nt all dhnini.hinu ita bene, held in web . poiiUon w to drew the lawn 
. . , . , . . .. a* far upwards snd outwards as pOMiblo: 

fical tenon on the lower mteatmee. , llr k ,„. u h , fore lim> in ‘ lr „o K ,a 

No. 15 ia • case of stone, in which the the two fingers of the left hand into the 
--- - «—» Aeration was performed bvjKnus, and with the right hiring rdnghly 
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mmtlbvn tbs pabaa for a frw swood*. 
broagte the calculus (0 prmmt 
ti« ptwwBuro to tbs Mi of the raphe soar 
the anus j lie then boldly cut down on tie 
•tone, the incision runnioc nearly in the 
same direction at that made in the lateral 
operation, and attempted to scoop it out 
eery roughly with the bit of iron. Hating 
failed m this attempt, at our suggestion lie 
slightly enlarged the wound, sud then ex¬ 
tracted witlaoMtj a calculus of a flattened 
oval shape, and larger than a pigeon's egg, 
the whole being over in lets than two mi¬ 
nutes." 

Two cases of hydrophobia are described 
in Nos. IS and Hi. Xu the one the extract 
of belladonna* in the other the superacetate 
of lead was tried; both cases proved fatal 
under tlie usual symptoms* The belledouna 
appeared to bars BO benefeial effect what 
aver, in the second case, the patient* a 
native boy wtat. tea* appeared to improve 
undvt the uae of the kid, and • blister to 
the throat* sad was able to swallow water 
with very little offset; unfortunately, how¬ 
ever, he was removed by ltis friends on the 
second* became speedily worse oa the 
omission of the medicine, end died on the 
evening of the third. Another case is given 
in the appendix, of a native girl, nine years 
old, in whom a very evident beneficial effect 
was produced hv the administration of two 
large duties of opium; the improvement 
however, was only of very short duration; 
the violence of the disease soon returned 
and she died in a few hours. 

The twenty-second paper, by Dr. XMnuat, 
gives an account of an epidemic cbolera | s i R t P( | j n g|, e administration 0 f large doswa of 
which occu* red in March, HUB, among the j calotnel witll opiam , 0 f mBgn esia and stimu- 
soldiers of a huropean regiment stationed ] 8nts as brandy, ammonia, &c., blisters to 
ot lierbampore. It came on » u d dti,, ly» j the epigastrium and bottles of hot water to 
witbont any nssignoble cause, and lasted ; t jj e gjjj.a , in( j feet, which latter with manual 
one month, during which lime 27 out of the | frictiou wire found t0 be of great service. 


laMt* Irtratar, mm ** % 
py*h«t « *i» i 
spasms, rewtlscsMsa, oppression; a a l^driap , 
dsttoy skit, aoiUpsa, failurs of tbepcfo*. 
shrivelled extremities, and urgent thirst." 
* The prostration of strength ra every one 
was s marked feature of the disease. In 
three or fonr cases* the depression was the 
principal symptom on their admission into 
the hospital, us the alight vomiting and 
purging which they bad could hardly be 
deemed a disease, though the eventual 
occurrence of cramps, the nature of the 
evacuations, and the urgent thirst, bat too 
fully proved it to have been cholera." 
A tabular view is given of all the esses 
omitted; bnt as only the duration and 
event of the disease, the principal symptoms 
on admission, and tbe remedies employed, 
are stated, little can be learnt Aram it. 
Venesection, which wan triad ia forty-six 
oases, was of no benefit; oa the contrary* 
it is stated that, ia several instances, it w as 
decidedly injurious; and the author ob¬ 
serves, 

“ In no instance, with soy of the above 
symptoms, however slight, or however early 
in the disease* did tlie flow of blood either 
rouse the system, induce reaction, or relieve 
(ho complaint. The blood either does not 
flow, or trickles from the vein, in tbe ususl 
cases of cholera; here, however, it has 
generally flowed freely; yet, instead of the 
pulse rising* faintness* exhaustion, cold 
sweats, with increase of vomiting and 
cramps, have obliged us to have recourse to 
stimulants to rouse the vital energies.” 

The treatment, therefore, principally con- 


132 patients admitted into the hospital 
died. It is remarkable, that only the Muro- 
peaii private soldiers, and some attire ser¬ 
vants and bamr attendants, were affected ; 
neither the officers, nor any of the sepoys at 
the same station, were attached by it. The 
general phenomena of the disease were 
nearly tlie same as those which have bt-en 
usually observed, but it was characterised 
by immediate and extreme collapse and 


r ‘ On dissection in many cases, very little 
disease was apparent. In some there was 
much congestion and vascularity, in others 
very little; every case was minutely exam¬ 
ined, wud with the exception of the vessels 
of the head, braiu, luugs, liver, stomach, uml 
inleatiues, appenriug turgid, and sometimes 
loaded with blood, them was nothiug observ¬ 
ed worthy of record," 

The account of this eptdemv affords proof, 
if indeed pioof were wanting, of the justice 


prostration of length, with little or no j of our observations in a recent number, on 
tendency to reaction. The symptoms of | the disease now raging in Russia, and of th«* 
course varied in different cases. The most | absurdity of attempting to lay down any mo- 
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tliod of treatment which shall be applicable 
to every form of the disease. 

The last article which we shall notice is 
by Mr. Raleigh, and contains an aceouul of: 
three canes of cataract in which the opera¬ 
tion of extraction, though perfectly well jier- 
forraed, was not succeeded by sufficient iu- 
flammatorv action. In the first case there 
was no reproduction oi the aqueoua humour, 
though the edges of the incision remained 
in cluse connexion ; the cornea slowly be¬ 
came flaccid, dim, and opaque, and ultimate¬ 
ly the whole globe sank without any Buffer¬ 
ing to the patient In the other two cases 
a similar want of action was remedied by 
the application of pepper, and of a solution 
of nitrate of silver to the surface of tbe eye; 
and a moderate degree of inflammation having 
been set up tbe curative process proceeded, 
and vision was completely restored. All 
three patients were natives, and each was 
about fifty years old. Though not robust 
they appeared in tolerably good health at the 
time of the operation. 


Elements of Chemistry. By Anmiew F yfe, 
M.D. F.R.S.E., Lecturer on Chemistry, 
6cc. &C. Ediuburgh: Black. 18 J 0 . 8ro. 
pp. 1062. 2d Edit. 

[The first edition or this work was published in 
two volnine* ; in the present edition the two vo¬ 
lumes are buond together.} 

Of the numerous systems, elements, and 
manuals, of chemistry, which have appeared 
within the last few years, that which is now 
before us is decidedly one of tbe best. In¬ 
deed we know of no work of similar extent 
which can be pieced before it, either for 
general accuracy, quantity of information, 
or clearness and conciseness of style. 

The arrangement, which differs consider¬ 
ably from the order which has been hitherto 
generally adopted, is according to the most 
recent viewsQf the first chemists, both En¬ 
glish and continental, the discoveries and 
opinions of whom, l)r. Fvh has examined 
and collated witii much diligence and in¬ 
genuity. Instead of dividing simple sub¬ 
stances into positive and negative, or into 
combustibles and supporters of combustion, 
be has arranged them as acidifying aud 
ulkalifying principles, and acidiiiable and 
alkftlifiable bodies, using the term alkali in 


a very extended sense, to denote all those 
substances which are capable of forming 
salts by their union with acids. In tbe tint 
division only two substances are included, 
oxygen and hydrogen. In the latter, chlo¬ 
rine, fluorine, azote, and all the simple com¬ 
bustibles, or electro-positive bodies. In 
this arrangement it is evident that in mu¬ 
riatic acid, hydrogen and not chlorine is 
considered as the acidifying ’principle, a 
theory which is certainly well supported by 
analogy, since, on the one hand, in hy- 
drocyauio acid, and iii liydrothionic acid, 
or sulphuretted hydrogen, the former gas 
performs the same part that oxygen per¬ 
forms in nitric, carbonic, and tbe other 
oxy-acids; and, on the other hand, chlo- 
ripe must be regarded as the base in 
chloric acid, and iu compounds, with the 
alkalies, metals, &c M appear to be more 
analogous to those of the same substances 
with sulphur and carbon, than to the oxyds 
with which they have generally been com¬ 
pared. Of course tire same arguments ap¬ 
ply in a still stronger degree to the other 
two supporters of combustion, iodine and 
fluorine. As our object here is rather to 
point out the nature and value of the work 
than to give an analysis of it, which could 
be of little or no use to our readers, we shuli 
| not enter further into detail. We hare 
only to state that the principal part of it, 
which contains some account of every 
known substance, natural and artificial, 
which can be treated of in a work of this 
kind, is preceded by much valuable infor¬ 
mation on the subjects of heat and attraction, 
and some brief, but very instructive, obser¬ 
vations on light, chiefly in reference to its 
chemical effects, and followed bv a long aud 
interesting chapter on electricity and galva¬ 
nism,—by another, equally valuable, on ana¬ 
lytical chemistry, referring chiefly to the 
composition of mineral waters, and the ex¬ 
amination and detection of poisons, and by 
many useful and accurate tables, which it is 
unnecessary for us to enumerate. The ty¬ 
pography is, throughout, remarkably cor¬ 
rect; but we know not why the author has 
chosen to write oxigm and arid, instead of 
oxygen and (uyd, which are sanctioned not 
merely by custom, but also by the deriva¬ 
tion of the words. 
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COMMITTED A SECOND TIME BY 
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At 11 o'clock on Wednesday, Nov. 10*. a 
jury assembled at tbe Wilton Arms, Knights- 
bridge, to inquire into the death of Mrs. 
Colin Campbell Lloyd, aged 4ti, the wife of 
Captain Ldwatd Lloyd, rtf the Navy. Thu 
jury proceeded to view the body of the un- 
fortunato Indy, at her lodgings, No. 33, 
Wilton-place, and oh their return the fol¬ 
lowing evidence was adduced 
Mr. George Vance, surgeon: I visited 
Mrs. Lloyd on tbe i 1st October last, which, 
as 1 was informed by her medical attendant, 
Mr. Campbell, was about ten dayi from the 
ccuninenevutent <»f her illness.^;Mrsl Lloyd 
informed me that she hod inhaled, from a 
tube, a few times at Nr. St, John Long’s, 
and ! ml been rubbed, on tbe chest with a 
liniment twice; the first rubbing, she said, 
produced no inconvenience, but the eecond 
* a sense of burning heat; sbe Stated that she 
was quite well at the time, nod had not suf- 
fer>-d any important indisposition for tlm-o 
years; from the inhalation, it appeared to 
me that her touguc, month, and fauces, had 
eroded; on examining her chest, where she 
lmd been rubbed, 1 found a sloughing sore 
of great extent, which extended ftom tin 
armpits across the chest in one direction, 
and from the collar-hones above, under the 
nipples, in the other direction ; in the mid¬ 
dle of this sore, the soft ports covering the 
bri ast-bone were black and dead,but towards 
the circumference there was a little appear¬ 
ance of liesith, and the mortified parts were 
separating from the living; tbe stomach was 
4 much disturbed, aud she was to a stale of 
great exhaustion and despondency, fre¬ 
quently expressing a desire to die*. In a 
(lav or two after my attendance, some of the 
constitutional distress subsided, and her spi¬ 
rits revived j the (lend parts began to sepa¬ 
rate more freely : no granulations, however, 
appealing in the dm parts of the sore, 
mid tim surface having become dry and 
flabby, exhibited the appearance of the dis¬ 
sected purts of a dead body. Mr. Campbell, 
a surgeon, and myself, removed masses of 
putrid flesh. The breast hone was found 
bare, and 1 believe that if the slough had 
been freely thrown off, the cartilages of the! 
ribs would have been exposed also. The 
Mdeeeased gradually grew weaker, ami died 
y>n Monday morning the Uth of November. 
The application of some corrosive matter 
applied to the. parts, which 1 found iu a 
atute of mortification, was the cause of her ] 
death. 


m 

Mr. Brodie, surgeon, aworn: 1 saw Mrs. 
Lloyd last Friday week, with Mr. Vance. 
The witness confirmed the evidence of Mr. 
Vance. I should think that any mineral 
acid, or arsenical application, would produce 
such tin effect; I do not remember having 
seen the same mischief produced by any 
local application that had been used aa a 
remedy, excepting in the case of the late 
Miss Cashin. 

Cross-examined: In some cases the ap¬ 
plications in common use produce effects 
more violent than in other cases, and beyond 
what tin* practitioner may have intended. 

Mr. Campbell, surgeon, said: About the 
1st of October, Mrs. Lloyd and her family 
came on a visit to my mother’s house, and 
she appeared to he in sound bodily health. 
On the 12tb of October [ was requested to 
see her, as she was dangerously ill. She 
complained of pain on her chest, on examin¬ 
ing which 1 found the wound which has 
been described. Mrs. Lloyd stated to me, 
that she bud consulted Mr. St. John Long 
for an affectiou of the throat, a few days 
before, and he told her that tbe affectiou of 
the throat arose from extensive disease of 
the lungs—they being full of small ulcers, 
and recommended her to inhale, which she 
did for a few days previously to her being 
rubbed at his house, which took place on the 
10th and 1 lib of October. I have heard 
the evidence of Mr. llrodie and Mr. Vance, 
and concur with them in opinion ns to the 
cause of her death. Mis. Lloyd had no 
Symptom whatever of disease of the lungs; 
the wound extended twenty inches in length, 
independent of the inflammation which ex¬ 
tended over the abdominal muscles, all 
down her aides, over the hip and over the 
shoulder. 

Cross-examined. There was no mortifi¬ 
cation ontbewouud when I was first called 
in to attend her ou the litli October; she 
then told uie that she would not allow Mr. 
Long to CuiiM* into her presence again, aud 
from that day he never saw her. 

Captain f.loyd came to Loudon with bis 
wife on the l.rth of July; Mrs. Lloyd was 
iu good health ; she continued iu good health 
until she became ill from the rubbing of 
Mr. Long. On the 3th Oct. 1 accompanied 
her to Mr. tang's ; she went on the follow¬ 
ing day. when she inhaled. On the 7th 
she inhaled again : also on tlm tlih; she 
went to him on the Pth, when she was nib¬ 
bed, for the first time, across the bosom, ns 
she described to me ; on the 10th Oct. she 
told me that she had inhaled ns before, and 
afierwnnU was robbed— us they termed it, 
“ rubbed out.” She became so unwell while 
the rubbing was going on, that the rubber 
was alarmed ami went for Mr. Long, who 
did not come lor some time, am) when he 
did, he aaid it was nothing, and would soon 
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go off, which it did ft tier some time; bat »n 
odd sensation remained which continued 
during the evening. Slio passed a restless 
night, end on the morning of the 12th of 
October, on looking at her breast, it ap¬ 
peared to me that from Wing on her back, 
wherever the master discharged from the 
wound rested, it caused fresh blisters, some 
of which 1 cut to relieve her pain. A wicker 
cradle was made to place over her to pre¬ 
vent the bed-clothes touching her. On this 
day I called upon Mr. Long, who expressed 
his surprise at not having seen Mrs. Lloyd 
to go on with her inhaling. On explaining 
her inability and great sufferings, he said 
that he would come in the evening, which 
be did, and found that she had applied some 
common blister dressing to alleviate the heat 
and burning sensation. Mr. Long said that 
was wrong, and contrary to his practice, 
but he would “ rub it out,” which Mrs. 
Lloyd exclaimed against, saying that she 
had suffered ao much that she could not 
endure these pans being rubbed at all; the 
very idea of touching them, even by beTself, 
was excruciating. Mr. Lung said, that the 
only thing necessary to be applied to the 
wound was old dry linen, to absorb. He 
then asked fora towel, and began rubbing it 
dry on the large black spot, as I suppose to 
absorb the discharge. Mrs. Lloyd said she 
bad always healed any little blister by a 
simple blister-dressing ; and Mr. Long said 
be saw no objection to her U6ing it, snd 
then departed. 

[The inquiry was here adjourned to the 
following day, when there was called— 

Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell , sworn and 
examined by Mr. Wheatley: I remember 
the dav when Captain and Mrs. Lloyd came 
to my house ; 1 considered her to be in per¬ 
fect health, with the exception of a little ini- 
Istion in the throat occasionally ; after she 
had been two or three days in my house, 
she informed me that she had been to Mr. 
St. John Long, and had seen several ladies 
inhaling there. She told me some time 
after that she had been tubbed; after site 
had been some time in ittyhous* 1 perceived 
that there w as some alteration in her health 
•—not, however, immediately after she had 
been rubhi-d, which operation, she informed 
me,-was first performed on Saturday, the *)tb 
of October : she was quite well that even¬ 
ing, and in very good spirits j she played at 
cards, and with her children ; on Sunday 
morning she still appeared very well, but in 
the evening she complained to me of great 
coldness and a shivering which had come on 
her; she was, on this com plaint being made, 
put into a warm bed, but she continued in 
that cold shivering state for many hours. 

Mr. WiiKATi-KY* Do you happen to 
know that she was rubbed on the Sunday 
morning ? 


Witness. Yes; I was given to under¬ 
stand from herarlf, thst ahe had been " rub¬ 
bed ” on tbe Sunday morning. She never 
rose from her bed after sbe had taken to it 
on Sunday evening; was removed to ano¬ 
ther bed; I frequently attended her after 
that, and never saw any one in so much 
pain, or suffer so dreadfully, from the Mon¬ 
day morning up to the time that she died j 
her sufferings are too dreadful almost to 
think of, und at times she was rendered de¬ 
lirious; she expressed great dread of Mr. 
Long, and, as a proof,she always fancied from 
her dread that he wm in a large trunk in the 
room ; she often desired the nurso to lock it 
and hide the key. She suffered so much 
that Captain Lloyd went to Mr. Long, and 
he, inconsequence, came to the house ou 
Tuesday evening. Mr. Long said she was 
doing very Weil, and looking very well, and 
asked her what she wished to be done. He 
did not restrict her diet, nor give her any 
medicines Jefcemally. This was the last 
time that Mr* Long saw the decesaed ; he 
culled the foRowinf dav, but the deceased 
desired that bft might be told that she was 
asleep, for she would not Bee him ; she gra¬ 
dually became weaker and weaker; her 
Mifferingswero beyond any one's belief—“they 
were dreadful; she died November 8lb. 

The remainder o! this witness's evidence 
fully confirmed that of Captain Lloyd. 

fitr. Vance put in the following report 
written by him and three other medical 
gentlemen who examined the body : — 

" The surface of the body did not exhibit 
any appearance of disease, except a gangre¬ 
nous ulcer ou the chest, which we measured, 
ami (bund to extend from one armpit to the 
other, a space of sixteen inches; and from 
the neck downwards to the pans below the 
nipples, nine inches. Tbe mortified parts 
being removed, the Collar-bone and some of 
the cartilage* of the ribs were bare. The 
body geimifilly unusually fat. 

** (in exposing the structures contained 
in the chest, the lungs were hscertariied to 
be perfectly snttl'd, free from any adhesion 
to the neighbouring parts, and there was 
not even a spot that could create the suspi¬ 
cion of disease either on their surface oi in¬ 
ternally. The heart and all its appendages 
were also quite healthy. 

** The hv«r, spleen! stomach, and intes¬ 
tine:,, as well as all the other structures in 
t'us abdomen and pelvis, were in a state of 
perfect health. On the right side the thy¬ 
roid gland was inflamed, and the structure ft 
little changed from its contiguity to a deep 
part of the ulcer, but the other part of the 
gland was healthy. On examining the wind¬ 
pipe, no disease appeared, but the portion 1 
nearest the utcer was much inflamed on its 
inner and anterior surface, and its vessels 
were full of blood, Tbe (esophagus, which 
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became the subject of Mr particittof atten¬ 
tion, on account of the globul hystericus, 
was quite healthy, but a little narrow at the 
upper part, which we are disposed to con¬ 
sider congenital rattier than a mark of dis¬ 
ease, as there wbi no thickening nor stric* 
ture. We hare further to add, that in our 
professional researches, we hare seldom 
seen a body that had lived forty years, with 
internal structures so generally henlthy.and 
so fine in their proportions. The head, by 
the desire of the jury, was not examined, as 
it had never appeared to be Urt seat of dis- 
. ease.” 

Mr. Vance, in answer to s question put 
by the jury, stated, that coughs geuerelly 
attended inflamed lungs. Counter-irritation 
moderately applied, and tinder certain cir¬ 
cumstances, was certainly not productive of 
harm. 

Cross-examined: A eomflitfn blister fre¬ 
quently produced mortification- 

After Mr, Campbell bad shortly stated 
the treatment which he bad ^pursued to¬ 
wards Mrs. Lloyd, and Which was described 
hy Mr. Vance as per&dtlf correct, the 
coroner read over the whole of the evidence 
to the jury, 

Mr. Wooleh then said, that the present 
question was u very important one, as it affect¬ 
ed Mr. Long and the public. As such, he 
thought that every-thing that could throw 
light upon it should be received. He was 
about to ask the court whether it would permit 
the evidence of witnesses, an to the nature 
and character of Mr. Long’s treatment. He 
did not mean to ask many questions of them, 
but simply two or three, in order to show 
how perfectly innoxious it was. It would 
then be for them to sav, whether blame 
would bo attached to Mr, Long, if it had 
proved of so much benefit to others, oud had 
on I v failed in one riivtance. 

Tin* Jury unanimously said here, that 
they thought such evidence was quite un¬ 
connected with the case ; und one juror in¬ 
quired if lie were prepared to show that the 
•nine treatment and the very same lotion 
had been used towards the deceased as with 
till the other personal 

Mr. Woolkk said be could not call evi¬ 
dence certainly to that particular fact, only 
to his general practice. 

Mr, Wju.ati.vv asid, that that question 
hod sated him a great deal of trouble. He 
observed nt once how unnecessary such 
evidence was. The embrocation might be 
perfectly innoxious in one instance, and 
e* arsenical in (lie other, 

' The Coroksk observed, that if they 
allowed such evidence on one side or 
tho question, they must allow contrary 
evidence on the other, to show that the* 
treatment lord not proved efficacious. Be¬ 
sides, he did not sne that either way it 
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could apply to the present esse, it they 
were only sent to inquire into the death Of 
one particular person, and not the deaths or 
treatment of others. 

Mr. VVooLm : Very well then, I shall 
only call two witnesses to facts immediately 
connected with the deceased. 

Mrs. Jane Macdeugatl \ I am a relation 
of the deceased ; about ten days previous to 
the 4th of October last, one Sundiy, the de¬ 
ceased came into Mr. Long’s, where 1 hap¬ 
pened to be at the lime; she said to me, in 
the presence of Mr. Long, that she had been 
suddenly taken ill in the street, and that 
she would be obliged if she might ait down 
in the hall; she wsa ao veiy ill that she was 
afraid to go further, and she did not wish to 
go into the house, as il would be said that 
Mr. t^ong had killed her; she told me that 
she laboured under an affection of the throat, 
and that Mr. Vance had applied caustic to 
it; about a week after this 1 saw Iver at 
Mr. Long's; she appeared to be very much 
oppressed indeed ; she then went in to in¬ 
hale with the rest of the ladies; she after- 
wards went down stairs, and had an applica¬ 
tion made to her throat, from which she told 
me that she had derived very great benefit; 
the following day, Sunday, she again came 
and inhaled, besides having an application 
made to the throat; ! did not see it, but she 
put her hand to her throat, and said to me, 
u I have bad au application made a second 
time here it might have been lower for 
what I know, but I thought it must have 
been there, as she had spoken of the ulcer¬ 
ated throat; she came up stairs immedi¬ 
ately after it, and told me that she felt better 
for the application. I myself have been it 
patient of Mr. Long, and have felt great 
benefit from the course of treatment; 1 have 
always koown those who Were under Mr. 
Long much benefited. 

Ore** examined: 1 have been staying at 
Mr. l/OUffa house for ten days with a cousin 
of mine; 1 have known him since last De¬ 
cember. 

The colour of the liquid was milk-white. 

By a Juryman : The lotion was always of 
the saioo colour; I Iwve been rubbed in the 
chest, but no discharge took place, unless 
the part affected was rubbed. 

By a Juryman : The caustic which the 
deceased said hud been applied by Mr. Vance 
was applied about two or three pears ugp. 

The Jury said that this fact wsa very im¬ 
portant after what had been stated by the 
witness before; they had thought then that 
the application of the caustic was only a 
short time prior to her going to Mr. Long. 

Miss Gatmde South, of No. 4, lieorge- 
strect, Hanover-square, was next sworn: I 
knew the dec-eased; about two months since 
l met her first at Mr. Long's, Hurley-street; 
she said she came to him for no inflamed 
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sore throat; die witness then confirmed the 
statement of the Iasi witness as to the de-i 
ceased coming into the hall, uml not wishing 
to go into the house, for fear that if she died 
it should be said thui Mr. Long had mur¬ 
dered her. Witness then said, I saw her 
afterwards, when she had been under the 
care of Mi. Long, and had feit great benefit' 
from the treatment of Mr. Long. 

Cross-examined: 1 am u confidential friend 
of Mr. Long ; he does not tell me wbut is 
the matter with oil his patients, hut I asked 
him in this instance; uiy sister and my i 
cousin have derived the greatest benefit from i 
Mr. Long’s treatment, the first, in fact, was i 
restored to life by him ; Mrs. Lloyd appear- • 
ed, when 1 first saw her, to be very bad; 
indeed ; I do not think that she could have , 
walked five miles; she was not an emaciat¬ 
ed-looking person, hut she was very pule,! 
except when a hectic colour spread over her 
face; she walked accidentally into Mr. 
Long’s house, 1 suppose, and she then made 
the remaik ubout the murder [cries of; 
“ Quite enough, quite euough”] ; I know that j 
Capt. Lloyd was a very great friend of Mr. j 
Long [ buzzes of surprise]. At the time 1 
that Mrs. Lloyd walked iuto the house of j 
Mr. Long by accident, Mr. I.loyd was in aj 
room up stairs. On a servant informing him j 
of this, and the sudden illness of his wife,' 
he sent word that she was to come up stairs.; 
The deceased told me that she had not in-; 
tended to come in if she had not been seized ( 
with illness, Mr. Loug is not married.— 
This witness'* latter evidence excited a 
great deul of surprise. { 

The Coroner then addresser! the Jury 
end told them that the time had at length I 
arrived when it was their duty to take iuto 
their serious consideration the evidence that 
had been produced before them touching; 
tire death of the deceased Mrs. Lloyd. The j 
case, iu his opiniou, could be brought iuto 
a very narrow compass. The matter, in his | 
view, for their determination was, whether 
the deceased died a natural death, or in con¬ 
sequence of the gross ignorance of the medi¬ 
cal man who attended her. Jf he hud been 
either grossly ignorant or inattentive, he wus; 
then guilty of the crime of manslaughter. 

[The Coroner said lie would go through 
tlie whole of the evidence lfit were requir¬ 
ed, hut the Jury said that they were satisfied 
with what they had heard already.] 

The Jury after this retired for a short 
time, and then came iu with the following 
written verdictThe Jury, having atten¬ 
tively considered the evidence that has been 
before them, can come lo no other verdict 
than that of Mumluvghter against John Sit. 
John Long.” 

The Coroner then said, that in order 
that he might draw up the document before 


him properly, be should wish to know on 
wlmt grounds they returned their verdict ! 

The Foreman of the Jury said, oa the 
principle of gross ignorance. They said 
nothing about inattention, ns there hud not 
been lime between the treatment prescribed 
and the death of the deceased. The Fore¬ 
man added, that they had drawn up a Pro¬ 
test, which they wished to be made public, 
lie then read as follows:—“ The Jury, in 
delivering their verdict, think it an incum¬ 
bent duty on them, on the present important 
and melancholy occasion, of statiug it ns 
tbeir solemn conviction, that, the time was 
now arrived for the Legislature adopting 
immediate measures to prevent any further 
sacrifice of human life, by stopping persona 
from acting ua surgeons who were not duly 
qualified to act as such .”—[Loud applause.) 

The Felon lias not yet been taken j it is 
supposed he has quilted the country. 


MEATH HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of Tmt Lancet. 

Sir, —Iucloced 1 send you the verbatim 
Copies of two cases which were admitted iuto 
the Meath Hospital, under the care of my' 
esteemed friend Kawdon M'Nnniara, Esq., 
and which were transmitted to me by J. 
Harris, Esq., of Camd-n Street, Dublin. 
Should you, on perusal, deem them worthy 
of a corner in your talented and widely-cir¬ 
culated Journal, 1 think you will confer a 
favour on the profession at large, by giving 
publicity to reports of such highly interest¬ 
ing and practically important cases. 

I am your well-wisher and admirer, 
Am hi u Delhi am. 
Stoke Newington, ItthOct. 1830. 

GANGRENOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

Case. —James Keough, a sawyer, ®tat. 
.34, became a patient of Mr. M'Namaru in 
the Meath Hospital, in consequence of gan¬ 
grenous erysipelas, which destroyed the 
whole of the integuments of the arm, fore¬ 
arm, und a portion of those of the hand ; he 
was suffering from hectic iu an extreme de¬ 
gree, with a quick, small, and very irregular 
pulse; indeed so far were the powers of 
life reduced, that the proposal of removing 
the arm at the shoulder-joint appeared to 
many u very hazardous measure, ou opinion 
that, 1 confess, 1 agreed in, seeing how sin oil 
a quantity of blood, the los* of which would 
be sufficient to deprive such a patient of 
life, an opinion that was strengthened by 
the length and severity of two operations I 
had seen elsewhere performed. 

The patient was canted into the operat- 
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Jog theatre in hia bed, on Saturday the 18th 
of Sept, last, and having been placed bitting 
f on the side of it, Mr. M‘ Namara commenced 
the operation, by making a flap of the del- 
toid muscle, in the manner recommended 
by De La Faye; he then cut into the joint, 
dislocated the bone, and finished the opera¬ 
tion by bringing out hia knife behind tha 
bone, making the inferior flap by one stroke 
of the instrument. The axillary artery, the 
circumflex arteries, and one or two incon¬ 
siderable vessels, were now secured, and 
the flaps were brought together by means 
of adhesive plaster and sutures. An ano- 
»• dyne draught was administered, though 1 
could not say that the patient suffered ex* 
treme pain either during the bperation or 
after it; indeed hia sufferings were of so 
short duration, tha cutting part occupying 
but a minute and a half, that 1 think 1 am 
warranted iu saying, that amputation at the 
shoulder-joint is attended withas little pain 
an n common amputation, and (if 1 am to 
judge from the present case, tfbich undoubt¬ 
edly was a good specimen of Irish surgery), 
with certainly lesahaMuorrhage, in so much 
that more than two ounce* of blood wore 
1 not lost on the occasion, lt.it also worthy 
of remark, that the axillary vein did not 
bleed. 

Jt is unnecessary to occupy your valuable 
space by a detailed account of the treatment, 
which did not embrace anything out of the 
ordinary course pursued iu such cases ; the 
man has hourly gained strength ; .he liga¬ 
tures have all come away; end the wound 
is now, ten days from llie operation, nearly 
healed. There are one or two observations 
with which l shall trouble you on the pro* 
Hint case; uml first, it is obvious how much 
the debility here may, relatively, be produc¬ 
ed by the presence ol an extensively suppu¬ 
rating surface, over which the constitution 
^ was incapable of exerting any salutary con¬ 
trol; secondly, bow little we should per¬ 
mit ourselves to be influenced by this appa¬ 
rent debility, which will certainly disappear 
ns soon as its cause is removed ; thirdly, 
how unnecessary the tying of the axillary 
artery or vein is, as a preliminary stop to 
the performance of the operation; and, 
lastly, how uncalled for is the removal of 
the cartilage from the glenoid cavity, aprac¬ 
tic® which has been adopted from the fear 
of the occurrence of subsequent inflamma¬ 
tion and disease, which, from a reference 
to this and other cast's, i am warranted iu 
saying never occur. 

^OimtUA or THR LAHVSX.—TltACnROTOMY. 

William Kenny, aged 47,Of a bdioua tem¬ 
perament, admitted on the Kith Sept.stated, 
that about three o’clock on the evening 
before, he had been attacked by a rigour, 
which was succeeded by sore throat; that 


Tevioua to this be had always enjoyed good 
ealtb, with the exception of a blight pul¬ 
monary catarrh of some years’ standing; 
that at midnight he awoke, unable to swal¬ 
low ; his breathing extremely difficult, noisy, 
and accompanied by a slight cough. For 
the relief of these symptoms he used a 
muriatic acid gargle. Present state : voice 
husky in* the highest degree ; breathing 
deep, slow, remarkably loud, and attended 
with considerable muco-sibilous rile, cough, 
accompanied with mucous expectoration; 
deglutition impossible, as fur as regards 
solids, and a considerable portion of any 
fluid was even regurgitated through the 
nares; the larynx very tender upon pres¬ 
sure ; 28 ounces of blood were immediately 
drawn from the arm, and he waa ordered to 
take two grains of tartarised antimony every 
hour in solution. Noon ; breathing less 
loud ; pulse 128, soft; skin moi«t; has 
vomited frequently some bilious matter; hia 
condition, however, is not improved. Seven 
o’clock p.m.; oppression of breathing so 
great, that the patient expressed himself 
incapable of existing; cough troublesome; 
stridulous respiration increased consider¬ 
ably ; pulse quick; e xtremities cold ; upper 
part of the body bedewed with sweat; in¬ 
teguments of the neck considerably swollen 
from tedemn ; deglutition entirely "obstruct¬ 
ed. On examining the fauces, Mr. M'Na- 
mara discovered a tumour of the size of a 
large walnut, formed by iho iutegumems of 
the epiglottis, which had become tvdema- 
tous, and from its situation capable of com¬ 
pletely obstructing deglutition whenever the 
patient made on ellort to swallow; it did 
not, however, obstruct rpspirmion, inas¬ 
much us it stood erect iu the fauces, and 
could not be laid down upon the tiutii glot- 
lidis ; it however followed the motion of the 
tongue, and thus became an impediment to 
deglutition when that organ was moved 
backwards, occupying the pharynx, render¬ 
ing it impossible for food to pass downward*. 
Considering that the integuments of the 
other parts of the larynx were in the same 
state, and the man must be suffocated if 
some effort were not nisde to admit air to 
the lungs, Mr. M*Namara determined upon 
performing the operation of tracheotomy im¬ 
mediately. The patient having been pro¬ 
perly placed, and the usual incision iliade 
in the integuments, the trachea was now 
bid hare ut a depth of fully two indies and 
a hall below the surface ; to such an extent 
had the icdema proceeded; the tube, was 
easily perfortited, but on endeavouring to 
turn the knife in order to enlarge the wound 
by dividing the curtilages, ho found it im¬ 
possible, without risking the breaking of 
the instrument, as they were ossified; he 
therefore enlarged the wound with a pair of 
scissors, the rings of the trachea giving uu- 
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dible evidence of their ossification on being met with the bailing it deterred in your in* 
cut through; there was not any bleeding of dependent publication, and Dr. Johnaon 
consequence during the operatioo^and the also, in bia quarterly journal, designated 
man was put to bed expressing bow com- this coda of laws, a diagraoe to the nine* 
plelely be felt himself relieved. He was teenth century. I mentioned in my reply 
ordered four grains of calomel every second alluded to, that knowing well the material 
hour, and to inhale the steam of warm water of which the present reigning faction of the 
during the night. College is composed, and the lamentable 

17, The patient breathed partly through indifference of others, 1 was not very san- 

tke wound and bytheluryox; the croupy guine as to Mr. Carmichael's success; and 
sound of respiration lessened, and degloti- 1 promised to let you know the result, which 
tion gradually improved ; swelling of the I now proceed briefly to do, merely stating 
epiglottis much loss; pulse Hi!; respira-; facts without either note or comment, upon 
tioo SI; skin moist; bowels moved ; no matters which speak for themselves, 
thirst; tongue clean, and uo appearance of j The committee deputed by the College 
ptyalism, though half a drachm of calomel jou the motion of Mr. Carmichael, to recon- 
had been taken during the night. Repeat'aider the by-laws in question, consisted, 
the calomel, A silver lube was placed in j with the exception of that gentleman, of the 
the wound. | same individuals who originally framed them, 

18. The respiration was natural; the. an arrangement which was not of a very 
tongue clean ; pulse 90; bowels moved three j promising appearance. 

times; the epiglottis has subsided to its j The committee frequently met, but pro- 
natural size ; integuments of the neck also ceeded at the pace of a snail, for the first 
much less; had some sleep during the question to be decided included the very 
night; the calomel was now discontinued, pith and marrow of their business; viz., 
and he was ordered a draught, consisting of i whether or not tlw precisely fame system 
au ounce of the infusion of roses, a drachm of education and the same expenses should 
of Epsom salts, and the same of tincture of; be imposed upon both apprentices and non- 
jalap. j apprentices. This was at length determined 

It is unnecessary to report further on this: in committee in the. negative, uotwithatand- 
cose, inasmuch as he is rapidly improving,,ing the unanswerable arguments of Mr. 
complaining of no iucouvemence but what Carmichael and Mr.Harrison. The former, 
results from the soreness of his mouth. The j as a last effort, then applied to the College 
tube he occasionally introduces himself, j to have the committee enlarged. At u meet- 
and there is every reason to think that hejing of the College convened for the purpose 
will be able shortly to relinquish it alto-jof taking his request into consideration, n 
gether ; nor need 1 impress upon you, Mr.! was refused on pretence of irregularity. 
Editor, the advantage of au early operation • which induced Mr. Carmichael to resign his 
in cases of oidema of the larynx. ,seat as a member of the committee, staling 

! that he considered the business of it to be ol- 

. . . I ready at au end, and that any further attempt 

' on his part to repeal the obnoxious by-laws 
DUBLIN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. ;muBt be unavailing, since th* meeting did 
- i not deem it right to augment the committee. 


OtsoRjCFfrr avi.AWH.—vsrmoTfc Riaio- ®f July ‘he committee made 

UATIOV Oi NK. CARM1CUSE1. if 1 * re P° rt afU * r «**»»« • 0V,,,r1 WOntllM, Slid 

___ jjtmsy be said, virtually confirmed ti*« by- 

. llawa as tl»«y previously existi-d; for altera* 

To the Editor of hit Lakcf.t. tious such as, that io p ! »«* of ibe word 
Sip.,—I n my reply to the unfounded attack j *• hospital,*’ 14 some hospital or county in fir- 
upon Mr. Carmichael, on account of hit wise !mary " Ire inerted, and other fiddle’laddie 
and laudable exertious u> improve the sys- otf the same description, could only he pro¬ 
tein of government iu the Irish College of; pounded to blink Iba questiou. 
burgeons, inserted m your 363th number, 1 j 'i'his report having been received and 
stated in proofo< that gentleman’s liberality ! agreed to by the College, it met again on 
that he wav engaged at the time 1 wrote, iu tit** 16th of September to confirm or reject 
an attempt io annul the disgraceful ay stem ;the promised alteration*. whan, os the 
ol by-laws, enacted by a factiou in the name \questiou being put, Mr. Harrison, whose 
of the College, respecting the qualification* liberal and stienuous exertions io abrogate 
of candidate* for examination, which were | these abominable law* cuonot lie too highly 
so constructed ns to three every pupil to I extolled, moved as an amendment, “That 
become an apprentice tor reason* too obvi- j the apprentice shall lay before the rourt a 
oub to requite explanation. This barefaced 1 letter or certificate from his muster, stating 
attempt to turn the liberal provisions of s that be has siu-oded the surgical practice of 
charter into a source til private emolument, j a hospital or county iuhnufy ; that he has 
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also stta&dod lectures on anatomy and sur¬ 
gery, practice of physio, chemistry, materia 
medice, midwifery, and medical jurispru- 
denee, and that he has also attended demon¬ 
strations end dissections, and pursued bis 
professional education conformably to Lis 
mailer’s directions." 

This, however, was negatived, as well as 
the following addition of Mr. Carmichael, 
*' Thai tire court of censors be requested to 
issue annually to the members and licen¬ 
tiates a circular letter, notifying that the 
court will expect that all apprenticed pupils 
slinll conform to the routine of education 
laid down for uon-apprentices, but that, as 
a regular apprenticed pupil has the advan¬ 
tage of the master’s instructions, the same 
number of certificate* may not be required 
as lor non-apprentices." This amendment 
wa* negatived by 18 to lii. Even this mo¬ 
derate improvement, which may be consi¬ 
dered in tiie light of an apology for the ap¬ 
parent partiality of the by-laws, the meeting 
had not the good sense to adopt, and it 
finally received and confirmed the report of 
the committee, and thus ratified the conti¬ 
nuance of the obnoxious by-laws, without 
any beneficial alteration. I shall conclude 
tins statement of facts, by annexing a copy 
of a letter from Mr. Carmichael to the Pre¬ 
sident of the College, resigning his seat in 
the court of assistants, which was read at 
the Iasi quarterly meeting held oa the 1st 
oi this mouth. 

*• Rutland Square, Xov. 1st, 1830. 

“Sir,—-J deeply regret that the by-laws 
respecting the qualifications of candidates 
for letters testimonial, have been confirmed 
by the College at tulast meeting, although 
during a protracted discussion of several 
days, sufficient facts and reusouings were 
adduced to convince auy unprejudiced mind 
of their partiality, injustice, and direct vio¬ 
lation of the spirit oi our charter. 1 there- 
fore, Kir, fct-1 myself under the necessity of 
resigning my seat as a member of the Court 
of Assistants; for, to hold office after the 
failure of every possible exertion to repeal 
those obnoxious by-laws, would he justly 
considered a tacit approval of their continu¬ 
ance, and of the. councils by which the Col¬ 
lege has b«*eu for some time directed, and 
which, to say the least, 1 cannot consider 
but as short-sighted, imprudent, and direct¬ 
ly opposed to the honour ami dignity of the 
College, which every member on admission 
pledges himself publicly aud solemnly to 
Uphold to the beat of Ids abilities. 

> “ Our new charter bus opened two distinct 

roads by which a license to practise sur¬ 
gery m Ireland can be obtained ; the one 
by apprenticeship and conformity to a cer¬ 
tain system of education, which, in the 
words of tbo charter, is to ha “ hereafter 


laid down by the College;” -the other 
merely consists in a conformity to the sys¬ 
tem of education, but without an appren¬ 
ticeship. Mow the College has, in my tp- 
prehension, unfairly taken advantage of this 
unfortuuate word “ hereafter”* and instead 
of laying down one system of education for 
both classes of pupils, has enacted a distinct 
system for each, and this is done in such a 
manner as must convince any disinterested 
person who peruses the by-laws relating to 
this subject, that the object of tbe College 
is to discourage all pupils from entering iota 
the profession by any other route than 
that of an apprenticeship. It therefore fol¬ 
lows that the non-indenled candidate will 
enter on the ordeal of an examination, with 
an impression that he is about to stake his 
reputation aud future prospects in life before 
a prejudiced tribunal, agi.inst whose pre¬ 
possessions he can have no other depend¬ 
ence save tbe publicity of bia examination, 
which wise precaution, however needful, 
will not remove from his mind a conviction, 
that he goes to trial before judges impressed 
with a belief that they will serve themselves 
by his rejection. 

“ It was for the purpose of removing alto¬ 
gether these objections, that 1 moved for a 
committee to retouaider the bv-lawa in 
question, for I shall venture to assert that 
there is not a member of the College who 
has more at heart its true interests than 
myself, and it is with regret that I feel my¬ 
self compelled to resign all connexion by 
office with a body to which 1 must naturally 
be attached, were it only by babit, being a 
licentiate or member for upwards of thirty 
years, during twenty-six of wiiicli I suc¬ 
cessively held offic e either as a member of 
the court of examiners, or court of appeal, 
or as vice-president, or president of the 
College. 

1 hate the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient anil very humhleservsnf, 
UstiUKD Carmichael.” 

'Hie close and pungent reasoning of this 
letter, and its so unceremoniously holding 
up in their nakedness tbe dishonesty and 
Molfishnes!* of the faction, to the scorn of the 
College and the public, drew down a lorrcut 
of tire coarsest and most outrageous abuse 
from Dr. Jacob, who was absolutely frantic. 
He did not make the slightest attempt to 
disprove a single argument in the Utter, 
but recommended, 1st, that a vote of cen¬ 
sure should be passed on it, and, ‘idly, that 
it should he returned to Mr. Carmichael, 
concluding with a prediction (under the 
irresistible influence of which I write), that 
it would be published in T«e Lanckt in ten 
days—a foolish prediction, serving only to 
reveal that Ike jade is failed, aud when*. 
Why dues Dr, Jacob wince at thought of 
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the publicity of Mr. Carmichael’s letter’? 
He can reply to confute its calumnies pub¬ 
licly, and I (encouraged by bis success in j 
prophecy) predict he will not. A spirited j 
and admirable flefence of Mr. Carmichael V 
letter by Harrison, in which he pledges 
himself to bring the subject of it again and 
again under discussion, had the effect of| 
completely foiling Dr. Jacob's attempt to 
induce the College to censure or insult Mr. 
Carmichael, for lmfing put on paper opinions 
and reasonings which he had repeatedly 
and as strongly enforced in person at the 
meetings of the College, 

One prediction more and I have done. 
The College has notoriously lost character 
by the disgraceful squabbling which has 
taken place lately at its meetings, on the 
part of men utterly regardless of, and ready 
at all times to sacrifice, its honour to the 
defence of their own perquisites. I predict 
that it will not recover what it has lost, by 
suffering to pass without censure Dr. Ja¬ 
cob’s frothy and vapid abuse of Mr. Carroi 


fire of them men and three women. The 
cases among the women were, one of phthi¬ 
sis, one of epilepsy, and one of rheumatism. 
Amongst the men were, one case of paralysis 
of the wrists from lead, one of acute yfitmi- 
tnatory dropsy, oue of colic from lead, one 
of chronic diarrhraa, and one of inflammation 
of the glands at the angle of the jaw. 

Since l last saw you, four patients have 
been presented, three women and one man ; 
among the former was a case of chronic 
bronchitis, oue of rheumatism, and one of 
continued fever; the mao’s was chronic 
rheumatism. 

The case of chronic bronchitis occurred 
in a girl, aud had existed two years, having 
arisen from measles. You are aware that 
mrasles often leave chronic inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the bronchia*, and 
very frequently give origin to tubercles in the 
lungs: in this instance the former affection 
was produced, fly moderate diet—nutri¬ 
tious hut not stimulating—an emetic of ipe¬ 
cacuanha every other morning, and a small 


chael, a member, who has so largely cou- j dose of ipecncuonha and opium every oven- 
tnbuted to maintain and raise the respect- ing, she soon got so much hvtter that 1 tva* 
ability of the Irish College, by writings, j able to present her. The case offerer was 
which are better known in Berlin and New ; slight, and yielded to the usual rtmedits. 
York than Dr. Jacobs are in Ely Place, i The rheumatism of the mau was cured by 
Dr. Jacob expressed himself distressed that ‘ mercury, and the application of a cold lotion 
Air. Carmichael did not present himseli in ; to the parts affected when too bo?. The 
person to offer his resignation and his rea-j rheumatic paint were situated chiefly in the 
sons for it. Even here, however, Mr. Car -' knees and shins, and were so severe that h« 
micliael was right. He consulted his own'said he felt as if “rati were gnawing and 
dignity in declining to enter the lists with a ! gimlets boring.” The affection was atti.-ud- 
person who could forget that ho wus a mem- i ed with great heat, aud became worse when 
her of an honourable profession, rum wwj the parts were covered with warm clothim-, 
ignorant of the use of such language as flows or placed near the fire. An evaporal ng 
from generous principles nod gentlemanly j spirit lotion was applied cold, whenever the 
freltngs—a forgetfulness and an ignorance 


abundantly evinced on the present occnsion. 
I remain. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

A. fl. 

Dublin, Nov. 6, 1830. 


parts felt to him of morbid liegt, and lie took 
three grains of calomel and fifteen grains of 
the compound ipecacuanha powder werv 
’ night, till his mouth became sore, when the 
pains instantly left him ; and he continued 
a fortnight afterwards in the hospital with¬ 
out any return. 

There has been one denth. The pntient 
was a woman, and the case one of apoplexy. 
There was, I am sorry to say, no inspection 
of the body. It is much to be regretted that 
in this hospital we cannot inspect patients 
who die without having first obtained per¬ 
mission fiom the friends. Frequently a pa¬ 
tient dies here in whose case we have for 
months used the utmost elforts to curt* or 
relieve, and make an accurate diagnosis, and 
then m> opportunity is given of proving the 
correctness of the diagnosis. I am quite 
satisfied that if patients or their friends were 
informed that people would not be admitted 
into the boflpiia\ except in cases of accident 
,or sudden illness, unless permission was 
lit;Kino the last week. Gentlemen, that; previously given to iugpert the body in tbs 
is, since th" commencement of the present j event of death, they would consent to it, 
month, eight patients have been admitted, and it would be done as a nutter of course* 
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Uixler the present circumstances, in a large 
number of instance*, when permission is at 
flr*t refused, it is given as soon as we offer 
money. Hut this is a bud habit, and I seldom 
jield to it. Again, in a large numher of 
cases, the persons who refuse permission 
are not tbe immediate relatives, but mere 
acquaintances; and though tbe former would 
consent, tho latter urge them to oppose the 
measure, for tbe mere purpose of looking 
friendly, or exerting influence and being 
busy. It frequently also happens that pa¬ 
tients are never visited while in the hospital 
by either relatives or acquaintances, so long 
ax they are alive, but us soon » ' ey die, 

* ten or twenty persons come for J to pre¬ 
vent the body from being op- d. 1 am 
quite sure thul if it were made anile to ad¬ 
mit none (except indeed urgent esses) but 
with the understanding that they should be 
Opened if they died.it would be cheerfully 
assented to. 1 am rifled that the public 
feeling would change on the subject,—that 
the world might be brought to consider that 
We had not paid proper respect to the de¬ 
ceased unloss we had aaccnaiued by exami¬ 
nation after death, the precise nature and 
cause of the complaint, and communicated 
the true stale of the inside to the friends. 
This is always done in the case of the highest 
personage of the kingdom; and every soldier 
is opened, and whatever may be the part of 
the world m which he may have died, an 
uccouut of the inspection is transmitted to 
the army medical board at Woolwich. I a- 
fortunately, many do not distinguish be¬ 
tween dissection and inspection—do not 
know that while dissection means cutting 
up piece by piece, inspection is merely 
making a cut, looking in, and sewing the cut 
up uguui. Whenever 1 die 1 hope to be 
carefully inspected. 

v FEIGNED CONV.yi.WVE IilSV ASF. 

One patient has been expelled who was 
admitted during the hist month, and whom 
J dare aav every gentleman saw. The case 
was that of a nmn who suitl he was 
year* old, and that he hud been ill five months 
only, llis complaint, or his alleged com¬ 
plaint, was a violent agitation of the body 
whenever lit* attempted to stand. When 
on his feet, he stood upon his toes and kept 
going up and down in u violent manner, till 
ho aeeuicd like u frantic person, and was 
obliged soon to sit down from the violence 
of the motion, and the moment he sal down 
again, his feet begau to beat rapidly on the 
floor. 1 never saw a cave of this kind before, 
. and strongly suspected from the first, as 
\ every one must who saw him, that this state¬ 
ment was mere fudge, and that he was an 
impostor. vJu making inquiry into the his¬ 
tory of the alleged complaint, lie informed 
* me that after having got dead drunk one 
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night, he found himself the next morning 
unable to move from numbness and debility. 
That a month pasBed over and he w#i no 
better, but on any attempt to walk or to 
stand upon the lower extremities, either one 
or both, the whole person shook up aud 
down in the manner 1 have mentioned, and 
that when sitting still he bad scarcely power 
tu move his legs; that he usually felt cold and 
benumbed, and frequently trembled; that 
his head ached, and he suffered from giddi- 
! ness and dimness of sight, and uneasiness iu 
j the pra^eordia ; that be often sighed deeply, 
land at one time was unable to retain his 
j faces or urine. Mueb of this account might 
! be true or not true, and could not be verified, 

• but depended entirely on his own atate- 
I raent. AH that 1 could learn from observa- 
i lion was, that whenever he attempted to 

stBnd he raised himself upon his toes, his 
body went up and down till he was obliged 
to sit, and then his feet heat rapidly upon 
the ground for a few moments. But although 
1 did witness these motions, I hod no proof 
that they were involuntary. 1 never saw a 
esse of this kind before, but the forms 
which convulsive diseases assume are so 
very various, that 1 did not think it right 
to say decidedly that tbe man was an im¬ 
postor, A complaint of the kind may be 
j possible, although so rare as never to have 
’ been read of or seen by me. Of course I 
'■ begun lo treat itas a real convulsive disease, 

\ intending to make my observations as 1 pro¬ 
ceeded. 1 accordingly ordered him half an 
! ounce of the subcarbonaio of iron to be taken 

■ ever y six hours; the cold shower-bath to be 
: used every day, and electricity to the loins 
| and lower extremities every day «!so. lie 
i very soon, however, began to behave like an 
’ impostor. For first of all lie complained that 
j 1»«‘ was so very weak that he could not lire 

without having some porter; so l gratified 
I him ami allowed him a pint a day. Soon 

• after he said that the abower-buth made 
| him ill for the rest of the day, and he parii- 

• eularly wished it to be discontinued. So 

■ this was omitted, fie then complained that 
, the electricity, which was given in shocks, 

| for that is the bent mode either oi curing the 
! disease or detecting imposition, caused him 

the most dreadful sufferings, and he wished 
it not to be used every day. So 1 directed 
that he should receive shocks out* day and 
smirks the other. Hut still 1 could not p’eose 
iiiin. lie next declared that lie could not 
j eat the m<-m of the ho-pitul; that he did 
1 nof like boiled meat; and iu uccordauco 
with his wish, 1 ordered his meal to be fried, 
lie then said that it was not good fried win t» 
it hud been boiled first. I knew that the 
middle of the joints of meat are sufficiently 
underdone to hear frying or broiling, and had 
therefore ordered these parts to be bn-tied 
fur him. He begged instead to have mutton 

T 
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chops cooked exprettly for himself, Sol 
mutton chops I allowed him. Yet this; 
would not do, for soon after, he complained j 
that be had no appetite, so 1 gave him the 
compound infusiou of gentian to create him 
an appetite for his mutton chops, but even 
then 1 could not content him. He wanted 
to go out for two days, having been iu the 
hospital a fortnight, and I suppose tliat most 
men in good health, and eating mutton chops, 
drinking porter, and taking no exercise, and 
remaining in the house for a month, would 
be desirous of going out and taking the in¬ 
dulgences of other people. So this I allow¬ 
ed him also, and he alleged a vory plausible 
reason for the request; he said that he was 
in receipt of a pension, and that it was ne¬ 
cessary he should show himself once in three j 
mouths to receive it; that he ahould lose it 
if' any three months expired without his 
doing so. But ns the money was to be re¬ 
ceived in the city I thought that half a day 
was quite enough, and so I told him, but he 
replied that as he could not walk, he should 
be obliged to go to a friend to borrow half 
a guinea for a coach, and after that ahould 
be obliged to go to another friend of Ids, a 
cook who resided at Limehouse, who would 
have to swear that he was the individual to 
whom the pension was due. So I allowed 
him two days for his errand. But even all 
this did not content him; ho was dissatis¬ 
fied with the people in the ward, and with ; 
the sister, who, he said, looked too shnrp after 
him; and he also accused a nurse of having 
stolen eighteen pence from him, and he be¬ 
haved altogether so ill, that the steward 
very properly expelled him. The eighteen 
pence was afterwards found under his bed. 

Now, all these went Btrong presumptive 
arguments of imposition ; for if the man had 
really been suffering under a complaint which 
incapacitated him from moving from one 
part of the room to another without the help 
ofothers, he certainly would have submitted 
to the inconvenience of the shower-bath, to 
electricity every day, and would have been 
contented with the hospital diet, and not 
have asked first for porter and then for mut¬ 
ton chops, with the clean, healthy, moist 
tongue which he always had ; all this looked 
very suspicious. I have since understood 
that he had been ia another hospital, where 
be bad given a different account of the dura¬ 
tion and'origin of bra disease, and had been 
turned out on account of his discontented, 
troublesome behaviour. After leaving us, 

I hear he went to another the very same 
iluy, where he now is. What ia singular, 
and adds to my suspicion, is, that under the 
use of the electricity, the carbonate ofitou, 
and the good living, he mended, so that; 
front having at first been thrown into a vio- ! 
lent agitation mi standing, he could at last, 
with it liulc assistance, walk up and down 


| the ward, merely going gently up end down 
as he walked, riut notwithstanding this im¬ 
provement, witnessed by me more and more 
up to last Tuesday, 1 am informed that at the 
other hospital he presented himBelf for ad¬ 
mission on the Wednesday, with the same 
degree of agitation up and down, which he 
exhibited when he applied for admission 
hero. Now of course as he had been pro¬ 
gressively mending from his admission on 
the 20th of October up to last Tuesday, the 
2nd of November, it is not probable that 
twenty-four hours brought him back again 
into his old state; but if he was an impostor 
he obviously would tit once again exhibit the 
complaint in its original severity, and make 
himself appear as bad as possible, that he 
j might secure his admission. That he pre¬ 
tended to improve was, no doubt, that he 
might be more and more spared the electric 
shocks, and lie invariably grumbled, and tor¬ 
mented the gentleman who electrified him, 
the whole time of its administration. Be¬ 
sides, when he first came in, I endeavoured 
to ascertain whether the agitation was real 
or not, anti I knew that if the morions wore 
voluntary he could not long continue them. 
Therefore I had him supported between two 
men, and made to stand. He, of course, 
moved up and down with the greatest vio¬ 
lence, but was soon fatigued and begged leave 
to sit down. I ordered the men still to 
support him that the motion might continue. 
He went on more and more violently. Ho 
looked like one tormented by bonds, and hts 
eyes started. He was breathless, sad pite¬ 
ously implored me to let him sitdowu. Now 
if the motions were voluntary, it plainly 
would have been impossible for him tocou- 
tinua them long, and lie would make such a 
fuss as this in the hope of being allowed to 
rest. If they were involuntary, the con¬ 
tinued standing might aggravate them to 
this degree. 1 adopted the former conclusion, 
because the beating of the feet on the ground 
after he had sat down always ceased in a few 
moments of itself, thougli his feat still re¬ 
mained on the floor. Tim motion up and 
down therefore, if involuntary, would pro¬ 
bably have ceased spontaneously after a littlu 
while, though he had still continued stand¬ 
ing. It was also very auspicious that ho 
should select a motion which might be ex¬ 
cited by volition—for any one who chooses 
could do exactly as he did—and very sus¬ 
picious that he should select u motion not to 
continue constantly, or long, hut only in a 
certain position; so that fie need not be 
rnucli troubled with it. The posture im, 
in which the convulsions cutue on when 
standing, was onu constantly neneswury to a 
s seafaring man, and he was liberated from 
1 them the moment he tut down, when for a 
i lew mownt* u diiurcnl motion, performed 
by another set ofwuudtu aliiiejjb tor action, 



took place, and then ho became quiet and 
at bis ease like other people. There wu, 
moreover, no relation between the two mo- 
tions, although there was i good reason for 
having two kinds of motion if the exertion 
were voluntary. There is another circum¬ 
stance that looked suspicious. He was 
thoroughly electrified the day be came in } 
I stood by, and shock after shock wont 
through the spine. He w»3 then raised 
from the chain, and he both stood and walked 
fur better than at first, which was very likely 
to have arisen from his desire to have no 
metro electricity that morning. I tried him 
in another way also, on a subsequent day. 1 
naked u gentleman who was near Jhe bed to 
place the soles of the man’s feet againnt.bis 
(the gentleman's) thighs, and stand firm ; I 
then told the man to press his feet against 
the thighs. He did ao, sod no convulsive 
motions followed. Now I should have 
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Mn. Davies Gilbert has resigned the 
chair of the ftoyal Society, and the pro¬ 
posed election of another president has 
thrown the Fellowa into a atate of very dis¬ 
tressing commotion. All sorts of calumnies 
are freely circulated, and vituperative div 
cuision is the order of the day. These strong 
evidences of violenoe and wrangling in the 
supposed field of science, have terribly 
alarmed tbo senile of both sexes, for it is 
conjectured that the people generally must 
be upon the point of breaking all the bonds 


thought that this pressure and exertion, . . .. «, , .» . . , , 

ought to have produced the same effect in a j au ^ K>rl ty, all the ties of aocial order, 
i-j--- t\.~ i; i-* l f rom (jj, e circumaUnce of there being so 


lower degree upon the limbs as when the 
man stood. Yet it did not. Observe that 
i do not even now positively pronounce the 
man to be an impostor, but my suspicions 
are tenfold what they were when he waa 
admitted, and 1 have a right to give a medi¬ 
cal opinion on the case : tlmt opinion is, that 
in all probability the. whole is a mere fudge. 

It is also to he remembered that the man 
has been at sea, and that sailors and soldiers 
excel all others id trtsks of this kind,—they 
piuctise them continually, and have brought 
them to great perfection. On in quin ug 
among my friends 1 have certainly heard oi 
one case a little like it, where the muscles 
of tht* ribs were thrown iuto violent ngita- 


rauch resistance offered to royalty by the 
calm and profound philosophers who consti¬ 
tute the Royal Society. There is no just 
cause for apprehension; there will be no 
improper resistance offered to royalty. The 
follows have long since ceased to he philo¬ 
sophers, and science will not be degraded 
or retarded iu its progress by any presi¬ 
dent whom such a community of Fellowa 
may think proper to select. The Society 
has not left sufficient of character to confer 


turn, and after a time disease of the crime , , .. , „ 

, ,, ..... 1 ' honour upon any one, and it has sunk so Low 

piesinud itself, corresponding wiih the uius- 1 " * J ’ 

«:ie, ulhcteil; therefore the occurrence of. in the estimation of all well-informed men, 
such a ease is, perhaps, possible. Rut when j ,j iat j, ag tease d to be mischievous. The 
all the circumstances now detailed are con-:, , , , „ 

tidt'r'd.ud whw *» reflect 111 at tic waa oorpotate must be purged of t Tery 
continually laughing and merry after he had'(urge proportion of the gross and incongru- 


teuirt'd his porter and mutton chops, and 
i siaped the baih altogether, and the electric 
shocks every other day, 1 think there can 
b« little doubt upun the subject. 

[From on extraordinary press of matter, 
we are compelled to postpone the remainder 
of this L( cturo, until next week.] 


Tmk superior npmilnry bone, affected 
with osie-sarcoma, was extirpated ut the 
London Hospital on Wednesday last by Mr. 

Scott, one of the assistant surgeons. The 

op™™, we learn, wu performed j, ioM of , 0 f' t bem in t be page.'of llii. 
much coolness and precision. We may find j 

ruom for tlm report in our next. j _ 

T : 


ous materials by which its constitution is op¬ 
pressed, before it will regain any portion of 
that elastic vigour which, even iu its in¬ 
fancy, forced the reputation of the Society 
into every civilized quarter of the globe. 
The Royal Society has evidently long been 
the arena for jobbing nnd favouritism, as 
many who have been elected •' follows,” 
have not the literary qualifications of six- 
form boys. It may be useful probably, ou 
a future occasion, to analyse the preten- 
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The gentlemen who advocated the re* j 
building of Westminster Hospital at Charing 
Cross have yielded to the voice of the go¬ 
vernors so strongly expressed against the 
measure at the late meeting. Although a 
ballot was demanded, the “ removal ” party 
had the good sense not to attend, and to 
ninety-six votes for rebuilding the hospital 
upon its own freehold, there was only one 
for erecting it at Charing Cross. W e rejoice 
that nn affair which at one time had pro¬ 
duced no very friendly feeling amongst a 
number of gentlemen who were all equally 
anxious for the welfare and continued utility 
of the institution, should have terminated so 
amicably. The withdrawal of the “removal ** 
party from further opposition, tends satis¬ 
factorily to show that their conduct has not 
been influenced by sinister motives. 

A highly respectable and intelligent cor¬ 
respondent, wbo bas strenuously advocated 
the Charing Cross side of the question, judi¬ 
ciously asks. 


the removal plan has been abandoned, to 
exert themselves. At their hands (for 
whose pleasure the interests of the hospital 
have, ns I conceive, been com promised) the 
charity may reasonably look for indemnifi¬ 
cation; theirs will be* the reproach, if, as 
has been predicted, the charity should con¬ 
tinue to languish. Let them then make 
evident their philanthropy by extraordinary 
exertion, and 1 venture to oihrin that, ou 
the part of the removal party, thev will find no 
lack of zealous co-operatives.—C. M. K. S.” 


A report of the most prominent of the 
facta elicited in the evidence given at the 
inquest held upon the body of Mrs. Luijd, 
will be found at page *65. It is^mposnible 
to feel pity for the sufferings of any silly 
creatures who may have placed themselves 
under Mr. Lon<j, after the signal exposure 
of his brutality and ignorance at the inquest 
on Miss Cashin. They deserve none ; ut 
least they are not beings for whom intelli¬ 
gent people will feel the slightest compas¬ 
sion. They are not unworthy of their fate j 
but for the reckless, brutal scoundrel, who 


“ As the matter is decided quoad Charing 
Cross, what is now to be doue ? I for one 
protest against further agitation of the re-! 
in oval. There is no site other than our j 
own freehold, to which the only substantial j 
objection that existed to the site of Charing : 
Cross does not apply. A new site, where- j 
ever obtained, must be j paid for \ besides,! 
we ure not in favour with the Woods and j 
Forests; and with what reception is another! 
mendicant deputation for a site near the j 
Abbey, or attached to St. James’s l*ark, 
likely* to meet 1 Is there now more union j 
aud energy to be expected on our part—; 
more than former liberality to give—or j 
even more expedition to answer on the pan j 
of the Treasury, or of the amiable Board of[ 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests and • 
Laud Revenues'} Time presses. Your power- j 
fid pen x Mr. Editor, greatly contributed 
our late unfortunate and most unwise; deter-! 
miuatiou. 1 call on you, then, to do whatj 
you can towards repressing the spirit ofi 
‘ngitafie.fi;’ fostering that of unanimity,; 
and mfi.-i...' into our councils that business-! 
like activity ana disinterested seal of which \ 
we shall bereaiter stand so much in need, \ 
and without which it would be idle indeed < 
to hope for prosperity under so many dia- j 
advantages. But, above sill, 1 call on those! 
governors, in conformity with whose wishes 


has thus made a traffic in human life, in 
human blood, there is no language suffi¬ 
ciently strong to exhibit even the slightest 
traces of bis villnuy. If possible, the case 
of Mrs. Lr.ovn is worse than that of Miss 
Cashin ; but, strauge to sav, killing, even 
if avowedly executed with a view to 
plunder, is not murder in the eye of the 
law. Therefore, although Lono has been 
proved to have killed n second time, yet he 
has not committed murder, and, therefore, 
Laving killed Miss Cashin and Mrs. Lloyd, 
he has only, «o far, been found guilty of 
manslaughter. Hence the felon stands in 
no dread of the halter; but should he again 
be found guilty of manslaughter at the Old 
Bailey, that. Judge, even if it be Lon«; Park 
himself, who may pass upon the wretch a 
sentence short of transportation for life, 
would assuredly deserve, to be " rubbed out” 
of existence by the atrocious quack’s mur¬ 
derous liniment. A fine of two hundred and 
fifty pounds! This sentence would almost 




MR. WILLCOCK AND MEDICAL LAW. 


trr 


justify the impeachment of the judge. 
Where are now the quack’s titled friends? 
Besotted boobies! 


Calico la, when placed in comparison 
with the framers of the acts and charters, 
which are to be found in the statute-books 
relating to the medical profession, was a 
merciful and considerate law-giver. It were 
better lo live in the most blind ignorance of 
the penalties to which we are hourly sub¬ 
jected, than to be compelled, for our pro¬ 
tection, to outer upon a comprehensive study 
of the e||8ting numberless medical laws. 
Ju the work of Mr. Willcock alone, there 
is ample evldeuceto convince the most pre¬ 
judiced supporter of ancient institutions 
that neither the popularity, the respecta¬ 
bility, nor the utility, of our profession, can 
advance one step from its present position, 
if there bo not a thorough, a radical reform, 
in the system of its government. Each 
branch of the profession has sought for mo¬ 
nopoly, aud each, in too many instances, 
has been successful iu obtaining it. The 
interests of the public, and the cultivation 
of the scienoe of medicine, have not formed 
items in the petitions for corrupt corporate 
charters and fraudulent acta of Parliament. 
Each corporation, keeping a steady eye upon 
its own individual aggrandisement, has ge¬ 
nerally succeeded in obtaining an instru¬ 
ment, the movements of which hove been 
invariably wielded to the injury of their con¬ 
temporaries. Hence the innumerable con¬ 
tradictions to be found in the various medi¬ 
cal statutes; so innumerable, that the study 
of medical law is a species of torture from 
which the mind would be gladly excused, 
were it uot still more painful, still more 
perplexing, to continue under the degrading 
tyranny of unprincipled bands of avaricious 
and relentless monopolists. Mr. Willcock 
lias laboured bard to bring within a small 
compass the whole of " the laws relating 
to the medical profession." In this endea¬ 


vour be has been tolerably successful, but 
the opinions which Mr. Willcock has 
founded upon the various documents which 
he has collected, indicate, pretty clearly, 
the incongruous and dissimilar nature of the 
materials which be has brought together. 
They were too much for his power* of di¬ 
gestion, and many other barristers hare 
proved equally dyspeptic under far less 
embarrassing circumstances. In his second 
chapter, on the " present orders of the me¬ 
dical profession,” Mr. Willcock informs 
us, that,— 

11 The law recognises only three orders of 
the medical profession—physicians, sur¬ 
geons, and apothecaries. Chemists and 
druggists sIbo are noticed as persons who 
may make and vend medicines ; and it 
may be difficult to show that they may nat 
compound them according to the prescrip¬ 
tions of a physician, or the orders of an apo¬ 
thecary; but they cannot, in any case, pre¬ 
scribe physic of theirown authority.” “ The 
first class of medical practitioners in rank 
[and legal pre-eminence is that of the phr- 
| sicians. They are, by statuto, Henry VIII., 
allowed to practise physic in all its branches, 
among which surgery is enumerated. The 
law, therefore, permits them both to pre¬ 
scribe and compound their medicines, and as 
well to perform as to superintend opera¬ 
tions in surgery. These privileges are also 
reserved to them by the ststutes and charters 
relating to the surgeons and the apothe¬ 
caries.” 

When a barrister of eminence writeB thus, 
few persons, we should imagine, will have 
the temerity to contend that medical law 
does not staud in need of revision. The 
errors in the passages here quoted, are not 
less numerous than the sentences themselves. 
Mr. Willcock thinks ** it may be difficult 
to show that chemists and druggists may 
not compound the prescriptions of n physi¬ 
cian,” and, in good sooth, we should think 
so too, considering that in the twenty- 
eighth clause of the 55th Geo. III., it is ex¬ 
pressly laid down that,— 

“ All persons using or exercising the trade 
of chemist or druggist, shall use, or carry ou 
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the Mid tofe.&MsMBji sash mancer, 
and as foDyspdimply, to *11 intent* wd 
purposes, si tfce Mid trade or bushes* 
wa* used, exercised, or carried on, by che- 
Mists and druggists before the passing of 
Ibis set, and that nothing in (his set con¬ 
tained ahnU extend, or be construed to ex¬ 
tend, to prejudice, or in any way to affect, 
the trade or business of a chemist and drug¬ 
gist, iu the buying, preparing, compounding, 
dispensing, and vending drugs, medicines/' 
&c. &c. 

Here it i* clearly enough stipulated that 
the Apothecaries' Act of 1815 was not in 
any way to affect the trade of chemist* and 
druggists. Their privileges were to bo left 
altogether untouched ; and as compounding 
the prescriptions of physicians and surgeons 
had, for a long series of years, formed a very 
important portion of their business, it would 
he “ difficult,” indeed, to show that they 
may not rmv compound the prescriptions 
of physicians. “ But/’ says Mr. Wiu.com, 
in the concluding portion of the passage 
already quoted, “ they cunnot, in any case, 
prescribe physic of their own authority.”-— 
Why not? This is another very obvious 
error, aa is clearly shown by the clause 
width we have just quoted from the Apo¬ 
thecaries' Act. Chemists not only dispensed 
the prescriptions of physiciaus and surgeons 
before the year 1815, but they prescribed 
in their shops previous to that year; and, 
in numberless instances, they visited pa¬ 
tients. Ihus, in fact, having invaded 
the .territories of the apothecaries in pre¬ 
cisely the same manner as apothecaries had 
previously obtruded on the provinces of the 
physicians. Tbe/efore it is quite clear that 
ull the privileges and immunities of the 
chemists and druggists remain unabridged 
by the Apothecaries’ Act of 1015. Chemists 
can compound, prescribe, and follow every 
avocation connected with their trade, which 
they pursued before the 55th of Geo. III. 
received the sanction of the legislature. 
For ihe9«? advantages they are indebted to 
the Fellows of the College of l'hysiciana* 


IfD MEDICAL LAW. 
who, when the Apmheoftriet’ Bill an* in 
Parliament, atrauttwly e«*ted theiaaelvea 
on the behalf of penona with whop thaw 
had been long existing a co-partnership in 
the per-centage trade, ft would have been 
an unjust restriction, probably, to de¬ 
prive the chemist of the right of com¬ 
pounding the medicines directed by le¬ 
galised prescribes j but it certainly is im¬ 
politic, unjust, and dangerous, tojjermit 
men, who have not enjoyed the benefits of 
a medical education, to exercise the pre¬ 
rogatives which, in all other instances, are 
alone awarded to the qualified practitioner. 

Mr. Wnxcocx next states (hat the law 
permit* physicians to prescribe and com¬ 
pound thdr medicines. This is another 
very palpable error ; for, strange as it may 
appear, the provisions of the Apothecaries' 
Act unequivocally subject any physician to 
the specified penalties for dispensing either 
his own prescriptions or the prescriptions 
of any other physician, if he he not a licen¬ 
tiate of the Apothecaries’ Company. In a 
word, neither a fellow of the London Col¬ 
lege of Thymeim* nor a graduate of the 
Iniversity of KdinbuTgh can follow the 
business of an apothecary, avowedly ns an 
apothecary, in this town, without reuderiog 
himself amenable to the penalties of the 
Apothecaries’Act, which distinctly declares, 
that it is the duty of the apothecary (o 
dispense, with exactness, the prescriptions 
of legally-authorised physicians, 'ibis is 
particularly mentioned as the trade, or pro¬ 
fession, of the apothecary; aud that, iu 
order that a man should carry on this trade 
legally, he ia required to serve an apprentice¬ 
ship of five years to an apothecary, and, 
subsequently, to obtain a certificate of quali- 
fientinn from the corporation specified in 
tbeAct. Consequently, there is the gross 
absurdity of conceding to physicians and 
surgeons the privilege of prescribing for the 
cure, or relief, of the moat important and 
complicated of diseases, and, at the same 
time, subjecting etch to a penalty of twenty 
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poohda, for miring nil ifefahMtbg thalcbmcter Milted in a meant by Ike sa¬ 
int limp!* pill or dxwfit. btr. WiiMws ki^PM .«*"'» ' (ffk «f ‘tKaeardcd i iim0 


myt, that than prWibfM (arltlcb th «7 
do not poMpaa), csa twmi to Hunt by 
the aUtutaaasd obartatn rahtiog to the tor- 
geon aid apotbsoariet. No atatenent can 
be non erroneous; for many privilege. of 
surgeons were taken from the physicians 
by the last charter of Geo. III. The deci¬ 
sion si the House of Lords, on the appeal 
case of Hose and Ssarle, conferred upon 
apothecaries the privilege of prescribing, as 
well as of compounding; and die Apotheca¬ 
ries’ Act of 1815, not only confirmed that 
privilege, but excluded the physician from 
any such advantage. The act autrthe de¬ 
cisions of the judges agree in withholding 
from physicians and surgeons the right of 
exercising the trtde or profession of the 
apothecary,—whether wisely or not, will 
he seen hereafter. 

Such is the confusion that prevails on 
this subject, that the errors we have noticed 
are all to be found in one page, and are em¬ 
braced within a ftw lines of the work of 
Mr. Wu.Lcors, a barrister who has zealously 
laboured to furnisli the profession with a 
perspicuous view of the tendencies and pe¬ 
culiarities of medico-legal enactments. 


IVfi jilem Hospital.. —Minutes of Evidence 
taken hy the Committee appointed to in- 
quin into the Charges preferred against 
Dr. W'ku.ht, the Apothecary and Super- 
intemUnt, and his Answer. Ordered by 
a Court of Governors, held Sept . Jffl, 
11530.—Loudon, t tt.'JG. 

We have this moment risen from the 
perusal of this “ evidence,” and the proofs 
of black malignity nnd foul conspiracy 
Ogaiust Dr. Wright are so manifest in every 
page, that we are almoK choked with in¬ 
dignation. Merciful powers ! Is a man of 
character, talent, and spotless integrity, the 
father of n numerous family, tho husband of 
on amiable nud affectionate wife, to have his 


Tjjtftamyr, lot, that hap mewed the most 
unequivocal contradiction front pumezoM 
gentlemen Of high and nneellied character t 
Front the tone of the questions propounded 
by the^mmittee, it miay frirly he inferred, 
that it waa not a committee that net to in¬ 
quire, but a committee that assembled with 
a fixed determination to condemn; for their 
interrogatories, almost without exception, 
are Jeading questions, all aiming at the 
same object,—to elicit proof of the #«t7J 
of the accused. Fairness and impartiality 
there are uone. Can the noble and ho¬ 
nourable governors of an institution, the 
existence of which reflects such honour on 
the judgment and humanity of the country, 
sanction proceedings so infamous, or con¬ 
spiracy so diabolical"! We implore them 
to examiue the evidence with the most de¬ 
liberate attention; and after having done 
so, we fee 1 assured that, on the day of elec¬ 
tion, they will rush forward and show their 
anxiety to assuage the pangs of wounded 
honour, by reinstating Dr. Wright in the 
office from which be has been so flagrantly 
removed. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 

November d,1830. 

Dr. Stewart in the Chair. 

rtOXOATIOX OF THE UVULA. 

After Dr. Stewart bad returned thanks 
for his lute*election as one of the presidents 
of the Society, Mr. Douche* read * short 
but interesting paper on the chronic elon¬ 
gations of the uvula, which are occasionally 
koown to follow syphilis, protracted fevers, 
and the use of mercury, and also to proceed 
from over exertion of iVie vocal or gnu* in 
professional aingers. By this elongation, 
the author observed that very great irritH- 
tion, cough, and suffering, were produced. 
Hu cursorily alluded to the ordinary rente- 
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die* used in such oases, and recommended elongation, and in these cases it ffM en» 
the total excision of the uvula as the most tirely successful, lie did not think it ne- 
e fficaciotts mode of relief. He had operated cessaTv to remove the whole of the part; 
in three cases with the utmost success, and the uvula might be of some use, and he 
he particularised the instance of a man- Bhould prefer the mere excision of the 
servant, in whom, after tin* usual remedies elongated portion. In the inflamed con- 
had been ineffectually tried, he laid hold of dition of the parts, he had known the use 
the uvula with Assnlini’s forceps, and effect- of a strong eolutiuir of the acetate of load to 
ed its removal with little more than, a mo- be exceedingly beneficial, 
mentary irritation. Similar cases'^ eon- To a question from the chairman whether 
tinued, we.ro detailed in The Lancxt about the flow of blood was considerable after the 
two years since, and in the MVdico-Chirur- operation in his cases, Mr. Douches replied 
gical Review. He bImi alluded to some that it did not exceed two or three drachms* 
cases related by Huron Larrey; but from Mr. Bacot thought the hremorrhoge too tri- 
this distinguished author be differed alight- fliug to interfere with the operation in the 
ly, as he (Mr. Douchez) recommended the-slightest degree. Mr. (Jbiunock said, ho 
total extirpation of the port, while Baron j knew of oue case in which the h.rmorrhaco 
Larrey only advised the removal of the , was copious, but was readily arrested hy the. 
superfluous portion. He was not aware of 1 use of the lunar caustic, lie thought with 
any serious ill consequence which the ope- i Baron l.arrey and Mr. Bacot, that the eion- 
ration thus conducted could induce. In one , gated part alone, and not the entire uvula, 
case, however, h<* was informed hy a friend, should Re removed. Mr; Douches rejoined, 
that the articulation of certain consonants j that though he had spoken of the total exci- 
waa rendered imperfect. ! aion, yet that in his own practice he had 

Hr. till a nvh.lk complimented the author j removed the whole uvula but once, 
on the practical value ot his brief comrauni- j The I'imikmak having observed that lie 
cation; lie alluded further to the very riis- j had hea'ri that professional singers were in 
treating nature of the affection, and thought! the habit of employing a preparation into 
that the proposed operation might often be (which the sulphuret of potash entered. Dr. 
very advantageously aud safely performed, jO’Shaughnessy inquired if the natural tone 
so safely indeed, that no pin sician, surgeon, j of voire was altered in any degree, in the 
cr genera! practitioner, need hesitate about, cases in which the operation w:u> performed, 
carrying it into execution. As to-the ordi- j Mr. Douchez and Mr. Bacot in replv,said 
nary' remedies, he hud known the several j that they did not T'collect any particular 
vegetable astringents tried over and over ? alteration. In one of the cases the former 
again Without success ; the Cayenne pepper gentleman noticed, the articulation, as he 
was of use in some cases, but the remedy had already stated, was affected in a alight 
on which lie most relied, was the application degree. 

of lunar caustic in solution, the strength of Dr. O'Sri avoiinkssy was induced to ask 
which should he varied.according t»» the the question, iu consequence of the peculiar 
state of relaxation of the uvula, and also opinions ou the nature of the mnilniatinu of 
according to the degree of nervous irritation the voice (distinguished from urtimUitian) 
in the system. 1 ins last point was of espe- which had been recently advanced hy M. 
cial consequence in females, yet tliisreniedy Hennati. 'I bis gentleman is at the same 
toolie hadlcuowu tobe iueflectual. There was time an eminent physiologist and. a distiu- 
another, and he believed a very useful one, guished Binger, nud during a professional 
namely, a powder composed oi equal parts lour the summer before last, demonstrated 
of muriate of ammonia and nitrate of potash, the influence which the soli palate and uvula 
with one*fourth o! Cayenne pepper. This possess over the modulation of sounds, at 
produced great instant irritaiion, and was one of the entertainments ot the College of 
iollowed hy copious salivation, mid the ex- Physician* ot Edinburgh. According to this 
pectoration of the thick mucus, which, in genth-man, the soil polate and uvula con- 
tliese cases, generally i:h.gs the intt-rnal tract»*d in proportional degrees to the ascent 
fauces, f he powder should be ruhiied on <;f the several musical notes, ami this he de- 
with a camel-hair brush twieft or thiee monstruted hy opening his mouth widely and 
tn *i 8 *. . running up the gamut, with n light helil be. 

Mr, Bacoi was of opinion that the ope- fort*his throat. An account of M. Bcnnati's 
ration of excision ot the uvula, though ex- opinions was to be seen in the Annali tiuj- 
ceedingly simple, was yet attended with vergali for June (uh he believed), and it!-- 
the most striking benefit, lie thought, in- the Bulletin des Sciences Medicates for 
deed, there was no opiration whatever con- May, 1 fl,Kl, He (I>r. O'S.) was not pre¬ 
ferred more signal relii-f on the. patient. lie sent on the occasion alluded to, but hi* 
had performed it tw,cn or three times in attention was firr.t directed to the aub. 
cases of chronic cough, which could not he. ject hy j)r. Duncan, the very eminent pro- 
uttribuled to any other cause but uvular lessor of materia luedica in the ITiivei- 



281 


COLCHlCL'fif. 

aity of Edinburg!); Dr. Duncan was of tauqiiUi the mucous raejnbrane of UiAveluiq 
opinion that M. Bcmiati had gone far to prove and uvula. If this wera the case, be could 
the influence of the soft palate mid uvula not comprehend bow the stimulant treat- 
over the modulation of voice, and he (Dr, ment alluded to could operate,iu the removal 
()'&.) therefore thought, that the circum- of the affection. The .primary eftrci of the 
stance was worthy of some consideration locul stimulus would certainly be to inject 
in the practical opinion which the* So- a still greater quantity of blood into the 
ciety might form of Mr. Doucliea’s comrou- inflamed parts, and thus increase the tu- 
nication,especially since professional singers melaction. 

constituted a large portion of the patients - 

■ftlicied with these elongations. secondary effects of cot.cnrct/M. 

Dr. (j u an vti.i r. said, that in the pursuit Dr.G ranville again called the attention 
of his multifarious avocations, he had been of the Society to the secondary effects of 
eight years physician to the Opera company; colchicum. lie wished for information os 
ns such he had of course been frequently to the effects of this remedy, observed by 
called on to examine the internal fauces of the members in their experience. He 
the most celebrated singers, when certi- thought, the subject was one of very great 
flcates of incompetency to perform were ; importance. Very recently tlie sudden death ! 
required. It struck him at this moment, j of an eminent barrister was ascribed, with • 
that his observation of the conformation of} what truth be (Dr. Gruuville) could not say, ■ 
the uvula in these individuals, went to con- j to the accumulated effects of this powerful 
firm the opinions fo which the preceding (medicine. 

speaker had alluded. In the deep bass' Dr. A, Thomson said, that the effects of 
voices be distiuctlv remembered, that the|colchicum, when it proved fatal, were very 
uvula wu thick and carneou*, while, on the j extraordinary. In one case of poisoning by 
contrary, in the light, silvery soprano sing- jit. which had fulleu under his observation, 
ers, such ns Madame ilonxi de Begins, | a most singular hceraorrhugic condition was 
it was extremely thin and sharp at its j induced: eteiy surface of the body,, except 
loose extremity ; in this lady in particular, j the skin, poured out quantities of b;ood ; 
it formed the apex of an isosceles trum«le,; from the lining membrane of the lungs the 
not more th«n two-tenths of an iuch in mug* quantity w as indeed hi great that it might 
in tilde : ho had, indeed, noticed this in ail ( l»n imagined an sitcrv ban given way. This 
comr' alto voices. With respect to the: peculiar tfleci was touud in every mucous 
employment of the sulphurs! of potash, heisuiface of the body, even including the 
thought it wfcs borne out by a very strong i bladder. Another extraordinary effect was 
analogy, lie alluded to the effects it wax!a peculiar laxity of the cellular tissue, and 
known to possess in croup, of converting the j a loss of its adhesive powers. The vitality 
stridulous voice into a deep full tone. It; of this tissue seemed, indeed, to hare been 
w as the remedy for the recommendation of j entirely destroyed. 

which Napoleon Buonaparte had awarded j Dr. Guanviu.f. mentioned the cases of two 
a prize of HHH) napoleons during the epi- j young gentlemen, who wt re afflicted with 
domic croup which raged in Paris in IU12. hereditary gout, nnu who had been taking 
The discussion her* was suspended, and ; colchicum foi a long period. One of these 1 
Dr. Grenville proposed the secondary ©fleets j became cpiltptic, and died ; ruxd the second 
of colchicum lor consideration. it was not,: died of apoplexy. Wilson's preparation 
however, at onco proceeded with, and iu j wax tlm otle used in these cases. He had 
the interval ‘ known, also of the case of a nobleman, in 

Mr. ('msNin ti stated, that in the treat-j whom the chalky arthritic deposition had 
meat of th.iiguted uvula, he believed the lukt-n place to a great extent, but all which 
lunar caustic tn he u most importaut remedy. J deposition disappeared under the use of 
That evening then* wax » performer singing : colchicum. The patient, however, died j 
before the King at the Opom House, who I and, oh examination, extensive arterial 
hsd immediately before the performance • ossification was found, especially on the 
gurgled his throat with a solution of the jj right Hue. lie had never seen such a case 
nitrate or silver. His affection, however, as that mentioned by the lust speaker, and 
w as that of mere relaxat ion. therefore could offer no Opinion as to ibo 

Mr. Bau'i understood that a still simpler peculiar appearances that gentleman de¬ 
remedy was resorted to under parallel cu- scribuii. On the whole, Dr. Granville 
cunisttnces by the pupils of the Koval thought the secondary effects or this remedy 
Academv, namVlv, gin Hncbwater (r»/«««/<)i were often of a dangerous character, and 
he was quite werious ; it was of course only that its administration should he conducted 
as a nioriicitml local application. with great caution. 

Dr. A. Thomson observed, that in these Dr. A. Tuomsiin ha-1 not noticed any 
cases of relaxation, it wax probable there vascular injection in the mucous surfaces, 
was sonic inflammation of the cellular tissue He believed that, iu these cases, death took 
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PNEUMONIA. 


place from Dr. Abercrombie termed Hintdintt x, pMti et po»tei empla’t, lyttsa; 
eimple opojtfMgr. The heart could not di-jMoiut ex calomel, el aatim, tu> Utrixnt., 
late tbt irteriet of the head; the veins con- j gr, x, statim J 

ctoM not be emptied. The j Hawt. pur^anf talin. idle horis rl<mec ip* 


r t #f the circulation being thus 
^ the nervous energy woe di- 
Id ’wd could not be ogam renewed. 
fik'/'Jeptjr to a question from a member. Dr. 
Thomson stated that the preparation taken 


tor. tit awns. 

5. Respiration freej pain of side, but 
not so much increased on inhalation ; f|ce 
tranquil; poise 11$, soft; tkiiihot; bowels 
open ; lips parched, bttt tongue medal; hsa 

•nr^A k.A.AA_H . .l: __.iiTa_ I_I. mi 


in the fatal caBe he mentioned, was the'made Water well; the swelling baa left the 
» wine of the seeds. He believed that the j legs. The blood drawn last night is buffed 
p remedy did occaeionutly accumulate, and and cupped. /■*. S. ad $vj. 


then produced a very great collapse, 

The Chairman begged to remind the 
society that it was not as a poison, but as 
o remedy, that cokhicum was to be con* 
sidered. 

Dr. Thomson’ replied, that he wished to 
show the maximum effect, in order to apply 
that to the elucidation of the ordinary action 
of the remedy. He then entered into a 


6. Blood taken away yesterday buffad 
aud cupped ; breathing more tranquil; pulse 
hard and undulating ; pain of aide continues, 
but in a leas degree; bowels open. Hal 
taken a mixture of up. »th. nit. liq. arotnon. 
ucet. et mist, campborat. V. S, ail Jvj. 

7. Blood extracted buffed and cupped, 
but not in au equal degree with the last; 


minute detail of the symptoms he noticed! 1 " #til ! * ome l mm of *'**> * Ut * - 

in tie case he had already mentioned. j continues a little hurried ; race 

Severe! gentlemen stated the results of ' tnuu - ’ P u * fle qaiek; respiration 

their practice with colcbicum, in short ad-:*”***™ p" the left side, but full on the 
dresses, for which we cannot afford space, i®"*’ ^ 5 r “‘* 

Messrs. Chinnock, Stoddart, andBacot, hsd I ^ Cafemel., gr. i; 
need it extensively, and had never wet with! intim gr. i, ft. pil. ter die. 

i any bad result. Dr. A. Thomson had ocea- j 8. Was relieved by the copping ; scarcely 
• sionally observed :t induce green sUiOJs in ‘ Wty pain of aide this morning: re.spirafhn 
aimte rheumatism, a fact which he con-' tranquil; tongue clean; bowels open ; pulse 
aide red rather as corroborative of the hypo-! l*Wi sthenic, hut of moderate calibre, 
thesis that (his disease was connected with f A little pain of side remaining; has 
hepatic disorder. The Chairman also hud \ s ^P l wt i 'l all night; breathing ess? ; bowels 
used eolchicua with the greatest success,. open freely; cough producing slight pain 
and had nouced no secondary ill effects.; in tho affected part; pulse salient, strung 
He might add, that he had been lately in - f llWl. Add< mist, antim, turf., g?. iv 
duced to try it in a case of obstinate lepra,‘ io. Last night an accesuou of trnn „f 
which had resisted all other remedies; but side and dyspnoea; twenty leeches to b 0 
he gave the colclacum eombiued with mag- i applied immcdiatrlv ^ 

liesin. tu.ri it va. ,l.c * t . , .. . , 


iiesia, and whether it was the effect of the 
medicine or not he would uot say, but the 
patient had experienced very great and 
speedy benefit. 

On the whole, the general opinion of the 
Society was highly in favour uf the value ofi 
colcbicum, and no material additional testi¬ 
mony was given of any dsngeioua secon¬ 
dary effects resulting from its medicinal 
employment, 


IV ESTM1XSTT.R HOSPITA L. 
p.vkuvovu couniNiu with anasarca.-— 

PRRM A1UKI. I.a HOI; R INDUCXt). 

FRAxr-H LuADF.n, mtau 18 , admitted Utb 
of October with pneumonia and anasarca , 
countenance anxious; pulse laborious, b !»uut 
lift); respiration difficult and hurried* 
acute pain under the left breast; akin hot 
and dnr, except the forehead, which i„ 
fc'.vjred with perspiratiou. K S. utl *xiv. 


i eels better .this morning ; breathing ac . 
celerattd and iabotioua; pulse small aud 
sharp, about 90; bowels open; skin hot, 
hut moist. V, 5. ail $t\. 

It. Blood buffed aud capped;’pain di¬ 
minished ; puke quick, of moderate calibre; 
bowels open. HtriuUncs, x. Uteri. 

T^- Considerably better this morning ; 
pulse reduced; respiration tranquil; bowels 
open. 

13. Mouth slightly sore, arising from the 
calomel; very slight pain of side; pulse 
sthenic, 96 ; face calm ; bowels open. 

M. Improving ; mouth sure; pulse 101 
st pur *, pain entirely gone. 

!*>• The respiratory murmur bss become 
natural ou both sides; convalescing, 

17. From the darkness of the arcolm, if was 
suspected on admission that the patient was 
pregnant, and sure enough labour came au 
last fti-tiing about three o'clock, amt she 
was safely delivered, in shout an hour, of 
a helm about five months old. 

fen i*.si- She is exceedingly well, cool, 
ami free from fever. 



PERITONITIS—DISLOCATED FOOT. 
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pu, “ ios - 

19. Con»»ipsiHng ; bo pain in any ptrt; 
ion gu« slightly furred; bowelaopen; poise 
m, strong; skin moist nod warm; & slight 
■aeration of milk. 

.*0. Tongue Uttl# forred; bowels open; 
wreathing free; oo pain; skin moist end 


a; pulse 101,prettyatroag. 

. ■ ** ■ ” as f° l <>“t of bed to-day} appetite 
improving; convalescent 

FceiTOvrns. 

Sarah Canfield, wut. 16. living with her 
mother, but generally employed from home 
ns a servant, admitted with inflammatory 
fever, Wednesday, 13th of October. Pulse 
1¥«); respi rati on accelerate d; beadach and 
pliu all over the body ; pain of choat. 
y.8> ad |vitj; 

Mat. diofttoretici i; 

IMtte calomel, el antim. 

1 he attack came on with alternate heats 
and chills about four days ago, with general 
pain; She was bled, but without alleviation ; 
catamenia regular. 

14. Wood drawn yesterday slightly huffed; 
crass aim-nt consistent, smith quantitv of se¬ 
rum ; pain haa removed to right side; 
bowels open ; pulse JOB, resilient ; tongue 
furred ; no beaduch ; the mixture induced 
slight nausea. C. C. fattri dertro ad jvfij. 

13. Cupping relieved the pain of right 
aide, but she now complains ofgr*at puiu in 
the chest sad left aide; respiration rapid, 
irregular, about AO. 

16. Thinks herself much better this morn, 
log ; expression natural; no pain; tender¬ 
ness of abdomen scarcely evident; bowels 
open : tongue still furred ; skin cool; slept 
well in the night; mustard plaster to the! 
abdomen, which afforded considerable relief: 
yesterday ; pulse 108, hi considerable force. I 

18. Tenderness of abdomen has disap-1 
peared ; tongue less furred; bowels open; 
pulse 88, natural. 

19. Lnet night there was a feverish ex¬ 
acerbation; pulse was 1 JO, powerful; akin 
hot and dry, and hysterical symptoms were 
present. 

This morning says she ia better; slight 
tenderness of abdomen; bowels open; 
tongue much cleaner than lost night, though 
atill slightly fujred ; respiration 3d ; pulse 
102, strong; akin warm and moist. Arp. 
tkfd. 

Ten r.M. Slight return of pain in the 
abdomen, for which a sinapism wus or¬ 
dered. 

HO, The sinapism afforded present relief. 

tfl. Feels much more comfortable this 
morning; no tendernes* of abdomen. On 
sitting up, feels a sharp pain in the left hr- 
pochutulrium; countenance placid, tongue 


femd ; bowekopen twiea tincoyeiterdsy 
morning** viwt; puke 96, natural. 

Mist, effervescent, 

22. Bowels confined these two days- 
lipa a little dry; pulse small, 88. 

23. Sits op, and i» pronounced conva¬ 
lescent* *'• • 


HOPn’ALfiT.IXWtt* 

DISLOCATION OF THE FOOT,—EXTI STATION 
OF THE ASTRAGALUS, 

A. Rocns, etat. 46, of a robust constitu¬ 
tion, was admitted on the 6th of February 
last, in the following state-The sole of 
the right foot was turned inwards, and its 
upper surface outwards, the latter was fixed 
to the lower end of the fibula, the ligaments 
of which were lacerated, so as to admit of 
a separation of the tibia and fibula to the 
extent of almost two inches; at the lower 
portion of the fibula, there waaa depression 
which, at first sight, was supposed to be 
caused by fracture, but proved tube only a 
curvature ; there wag also a wound about an 
inch in length, through which the fibula 
was protruded ; the patient had lost much 
blood, and there was still some haeuiorrliHi;®, 
which was, however, arrested after about 
half an hour. Before the tibia and fibula 
there was a large tumour, which was imme¬ 
diately recognised to be the astragalus 
thrown out of its natural position, and rest¬ 
ing on the posterior portion of the upper 
surface of the cuboid bone. The medical 
attendants immediately tried to reduce ihe 
bone, but unsuccessfully; and it was ulti¬ 
mately found necessary to desist from the 
attempt, and merely to apply a bnndage, in 
order to keen the bone as much ns possible 
in its natural position; a poultice was also 
placed over it. and the patient largely bled. 
On the following morning, M. llicberend 
also tried to reduce the dislocation, as did 
M. Cloquet, but their endeavours were na 
ineffectual as those made on the day before. 
The extirpation of the astragalus was ac¬ 
cordingly decided on, and performed in the 
following manner:—an incision of the form 
of aT was made over the astragalus through 
the skin, and the flaps dissected from un¬ 
derneath ; tiie aponeurosis was then divided, 
and the leudons of the peroneus, extensor 
communis uud extensor ballucis proprius 
being kept towards the inside; the bone 
was completely laid bare, and without any 
difficulty detached from its connexions. 
After the removal of the bone, tbe foot 
was easily brought into its natural posi¬ 
tion, and kept iu it by a simple bandage. 
Bleeding to sixteen ounces was uow ordered, 
uud repeated to a less extent towards the 
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LESION OF THE SPINE.—LUMBAR ABSCESS, 


evening, as the fever wus rather high. The 
night was pretty tranquil. On the morn¬ 
ing the pulse had again so much risen as to 
induce M. Kicherand to order a third, and 
towards the evening a fourth bleeding. From 
this lime all symptoms of irritation subsided; 
suppuration of a healthv kiud took place, 
and every-thing seemed to indicate a fa¬ 
vourable termination. On the I )th, how* 
over, an asdeinutous swelling at the inner 
aucle had began to develop itself, which 
gradually became larger, and after a few 
days exhibited fluctuation; a large quantity 
of healthy pus was evacuated, and the ab¬ 
scess was fouud to extend as high as two 
inches above the ancle. Suppuration con¬ 
tinued to be moderate und of healthy nat ure, 
and the wounds bad a good appearance, when, 
on the 2fHb, without any obvious cause, ery¬ 
sipelas cume on and spread rapidly over the 
who!;* leg; the skio, over the vena saphena, 
was of a bright-red aad extremely sensible, 
and all the symptoms indicated the pre¬ 
sence of very intense phlebitis; the fever 
was not very high. Eighty leeches were 
applied, the whole leg was covered with fo¬ 
mentations of inf, ulthmaj, and the pati«m 
kept to spure diet. This treatment was fol¬ 
lowed by immediate relief, and after six 
days all dangerous symptoms had disap¬ 
peared, However, from the middle of 
March, up to which time the patient seem¬ 
ed to be gradually improving, the disease 
took a new aspect; the. patient was A ver- 
iab, lost his appetite, vomited occasionally, 
and was much harassed by frequent attacks 
of cough ; the epigastrium was very tender, 
the bowels were loose, &c.; suppuration 
diminished, though the wounds diu not 
make any progiess towards healing. These 
symptoms were, however, also happily sub¬ 
dued by means of opiate glvsltrs, offer, 
vesting draughts, an 1 a blister to the epi¬ 
gastrium, and ait seemed to go on favour¬ 
ably, when he unfortunately received the 
news of the death of his son ; this accident 
immediately brought on a relapse, which 
however was also subdued; tbo wounds 
had merely cicatrised, and there appeared 
to he no obstacle to the patient’s speedy 
recovery, when his wife applied for his 
removal from the hospital, which hav¬ 
ing been granted, in spite of the danger 
which evidently attended it, the patient 
was reported to have died eight days after 
his discharge from the hospital,— Jount. 
Htlxlomud. 


j feet in height; they were taken up io»ensi- 
ble, and in both the vertebral column seem- 
jedto have been fractured. Dr. Graaf, of 
Travbach, who reports the case, found them 
1 with violent pain in the back ; in tho elder, 
several of the spinal processes of the lower 
dorsal rertehrm were moveable and crepi- 
tvua; the stools passed involuntarily, the. 
urine was completely suppressed, sensation 
and movement of the pam below the lesion 
were suspended, und the lower extremities 
were quite cold; in the younger brother, 
the lesion affected the lumbar mtobttc, the 
spinal processes of which projected consider¬ 
ably ; the symptoms were similar, though 
less in degree than iu the elder brother. 
The treatment consisted in cautious exten¬ 
sion on a table, the patient lying on the nh- 
domeu ; reduction of the displaced part? by 
pressure into their uatural position, general 
and local bloodletting, tho application of 
ice for u week, posture on tins abdomen, 
aperient und nitrons mixtures, and when 
the inflammatory action had subsided, in 
the use of arnica. in the elder brother, tli« 
paralytic state of the bladder was the most 
obstinate symptom, but was also eventu¬ 
ally cured by the repeated employment of 
leeches and cold applications to the jn-ri- 
nirnm and the region of the bladder; the 
use of the lower extremities was also gra¬ 
dually restored, and on the :19th day after 
the accident, ihc elder brother, who had 
suffered most, was able to sit up and to 
move, Lis legs pretty well; the younger 
could slowly walk, in both a slight protru¬ 
sion ot the place of the lesiou waft still per¬ 
ceptible. After four months, both brothers 
were nearly well; the younger had com¬ 
pletely recovered the use of his limbs, but 
suffered much towards the end of his reco¬ 
very, and even aftorwaids, from lancinating 
pnins in his legs. Thoteldcr also recovered, 
but much more slowly; and it was ouly 
through the continued use of aromatic reme¬ 
dies aad baths, of nux vomica, and the cro¬ 
ton oil, that the paralysis of the rectum, 
bladder, and lower extremities, was at 
length removed. ’Towards the, end of hix 
recovery his wills died, he married again 
and had children by bis second wife. In 
January, 1829, ho fell with a weight on his 
back, and dislocated his shoulder, and wai 
ak i completely cured from this accident. 
In the spring of Ills!9 both brother# were 
perfectly well, and as capable of work as 
before. 

i.Aiior. i, i'm ii a n xnscr sr i* a child 


xtcovKKY mow ixtlnsivf lesion or I 

THE SHIN A I. <.'01.0 MX, j 

In the Krilische Hep. the following case 1 
is related:—Two brothers, both of very vigo- 
roua constitution, fell from u scaffold thirty j 


rim.RN MOWHf oi.n. 

The “ Eyr, Medicinske Tidakrift, 1R29,” 
contains tlm following description of an 
enormous abscess in a boy of 15 months old. 
The ubscesn extended from the first lumbar 
vertebra down to the right ilio-sacral aytu* 
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HYDROcmiALUS.-NOTE FROM MR. JAMES. 


pltysis; tie psoas and iliacus muscles were ! 
entirely destroyed, with the exception of 
their common tendon, which had, however, 
no point of insertion, as the little trochanter 
was also destroyed by caries. The centre of j 
the uhsceas was at the right ilio-saciftl sym- | 
jdiysis, and from tins part there extended i 
three large sinuses, one ascending beiweenj 
the perstouseum aud the transversali* muscle 
ttpto the nuvel; another which descended an¬ 
teriorly along and under the common tendon 
of the. (Hons aud ilium* iit front of the hip- 
joint; unii a third, which was the largest, 
dowu into the small pelvis, at the exit of 
which it traversed the great ischiat.c notch, 
passing under the gluiams maximutt ante¬ 
riorly, so as to communicate with the second 
branch. The capsular ligament of the hip- 
joiut was entirely destroyed ; the scetabu- j 
Jum carious and flattened, and no trace of! 
the cartilaginous surface left; the bend of j 
the thigh-bone was Also destroyed, aud the] 
rest of the femur enlarged aud caiious. The 
disease had apparently been onty of eight 
weeks stauding. ! 


TABBING IN HYDROCEPHALUS* 


direful malady admits of cure in many, and 
of relief in most instances. 

Dr. Conquest, after his lecture at St.Bar- 
tholomew’s on Tuesday evening, had the 
child, about seven months oid, brought into 
the theatre, whose head he had punctured on 
the above occasions,in consequence of hydro¬ 
cephalus. The head appeared enormously 
swollen, its veins very much dintended, the 
bones separated to u great extent, and the 
skin covering it hud it shining appearance. 
A line trocar was introduced through the 
coronal suture, on the left side, just ubove 
the squamous portion of the temporal bone, 
and curried into the lateral ventricle ; upon 
withdrawing it, about twenty ounces of a 
transparent fluid were evacuated. As the 
fluid escaped, pressure was made on the 
head in every direction, by means of adhe¬ 
sive plaster. When all the fluid had been 
evacuated, the wound was closed by a strip 
of adhesive plaster, aud the mother removed 
the child from the hospital. Dr. Conquest, 
stated that, in his former operations on thi» 
child, the fluid that was voided was tinged 
with blood, and {tortious of bruin were 
mixed with it. 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

November 17th, I860. 


Du. C'uNvtcssT has again succeeded in 
tapping tor water in the head. It will be 
recollected that iu one of the turner numbers; 
of Tin. Lani. i t ilia particulars of his first. 
case were deluded ; and it is highly gratify¬ 
ing to leoru that tire little girl continues in 
perfect health, without a vestige of her 1 
funner deplorable disease. 

Tii v second case is also a girl, and was' 
exhibited to the pupils at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital last week, and appeared to be tm 
intelligent miaul, and free front the urdiuury 
characteristic symptoms of hydrocephalus, 
although before the operation she had lit.* 
every day, mid was altogether a very pitiable 
object. The water hud been withdrawn by 
t wo operation*. Twelve ounces were taken 
away at the lire? operation, and eighteen »t 
the s-cotid. In this awe the trocar was in¬ 
troduced into the Intt nil ventricle by the 

corunal suture u« the loft side i>f the bead, 
jusi below tbu anterior Ionian idle. 

Dit. CoNurtsr has a third case under bis 
care, for the. relief of which he has already 
operated four time*, ami proposes vetv 
aiiori ly to pert urate the head a tilth time. Tin 1 
total quantity of fluid hitherto luken away is 
about forty ounces. The operation ws» 
performed twice before his pupils at the hos¬ 
pital, and although he does nut seem to, 
anticipate a cure in thiacmt, yet the relief 
ullbrded has bean very decided, aud it must 
bo extremely consolatory and encouraging 
thus to have accumulating evidence that this 


OPERATION' OF* TYING THE AORTA. 

Itmii MOM MU. JAWLS. 

To the Edit nr of The Lancet. 

Snt.—Allow me to trouble you with tin v 
following observations, which I feel it right 
to make, in consequence of seeiug, iu the 
Review published in “ The Lamft,” oi’ 
ibn cft'e which I transmitted to the Medico- 
Clurur^ical Society, uti incorrect statement 
to the fol’.mviug effect; namely:—“Mr. 
James resolved upon tying the aorta, not¬ 
withstanding the objections of his col¬ 
leagues, who all saw the hopelessness of 
the case." Now the fact is, that one of toy 
ci J longues, Mr. Baines, whose opinion 1 
conceive is entitled to much deference?, did 
fully concur with me in opinion that the 
man should receive the chance, however 
small, which the operation afforded, if, upon, 
a full explanation of tin circumstance* to 
him, he was disposed to take that, chance ; 
ami i believe, U{kmi this point, l may appeal 
to any of my colleagues—that the uio»t ex¬ 
plicit statement* were made, both to the 
patient and to bis friends, on the t.rcum- 
staurt-s of his ewe ; and u was at bis own 
desire, and with his friends* concurrence, 
that the operation was petlbinied. Willi 
respect to the time at which it w as done, 1 
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can only sty, 1 wu convinced myself that 
Sir Astley Cooper judged rightly in advising 
its being performed before matters had pro¬ 
ceeded to extremity, as in his own case. 
Tha same feelings which actuated him, led 
me not to abandon a fellow-creature to what 
1 believe was an inevitable death, without 
an attempt to save him. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. H. James. 

Exeter, Nov. 11, 1850. 


st. Bartholomew's hospital. 

To iUe Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —The reform which has taken place 
in the hospitals of this metropolis since the 
publication ol'Tna Lancet, baa induced mo 
to lay before you aome abuses which at pre¬ 
sent exist at St. liarlbolomewV. 

Mr. Earle has on every occasion evinced 
a great desire to be of service to the pupils, 
and in no instance more so than by the 
valuable lecture* which he deliver* weekly. 
He has, however, chosen an hour to lecture, 
during which Mr. Vincent is going round 
the hospital, and thus those who accompany 
Mr. Vincent are deprived of Mr. Earle’s re¬ 
marks. 1 feel assured that it is not inten¬ 
tional, and ibnt it needs only to be mentioned 
to be remedied. 

I may also take this opportunity of ex¬ 
posing the conduct of certain fm/ijries who 
make a practice of smoking cigars in the 
anatomical theatre, previous to Air. Law¬ 
rence's entering to give iris surgical lecture. 
I heir exploits, however, are not confined to 
the anatomical theatres, but extend to the 
wards of the hospital, infecting their already 
not too salubrious atmosphere. Same of 
them may have learned it abroad, but the 
ami of indignation to the lower, class-s ofothers have not travelled' beyond the pre- 
svciely. Respecting the manner in which; cinctaof the London pot-bouses. 

Air. Wakiey conducted the original inquiry,] Mr. Lawrence has already given the f)up- 
which led to that prosecution, there never . pics a hint to discontinue the practice, but 
was but one unanimous feeling of commen- • without effect. It tins notice should be also 
dation among the numerous members of the; disregarded, 1 shall tukeau early opportunity 
profession with wh«m l have the pleasure j °f for warding their name* for insertion iu 
of associating, liut now that we urn in-1 l he Lancet, if you thiuk they will not 
formed, that in order to com;., h te hi* praise-; sully its pa^es; hut if so, perhaps au appli* 
worthy enterprise of exposing unhiusmng j ention to Mr. Helps the treasurer, staling; 
and criminal ignorance, Air. Wakiey has not! name* and particulars, may pju»- equally 
besitat-d to buckle on hi in self the whole of j 1 eneficial. iiy the insertion of this leu**r 
the pecuniary responsibility,—often very j in an early numberof yonv excellent Jourtud, 
heavy, and always inevitable, which attaches I you will odd to the many obligation* already 
to those w ho, in this country, claim the j«unferr^ou the pupils and patient* of Ibis 


the rJtosr.ei?TOR s costs, in the late 

TRIAL OF JOHN LONG. 

To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sir,— -I find it stated in one of your recent 
numbers, that Mr. Wakiey has, hitherto, 
borne the whole expense of conducting the 
prosecution of the great metropolitan urcii- 
<|uack, John St. John Long, w ho wu fouud 
guilty, by a respectable jury of his country¬ 
men, of having ixansluitfhtered (0 the 
goodly fitness of law terms !) a young 
lady, while iu the prime of life mid health, 
and whose punishment has been the subject 
of no inconsiderable surprise to the higher. 


j rotection of the laws, it becomes our duty, 
as it must be the duty of the public at large, 
who will reap uhiiuaieiy the benefit of Mr. 
Wakiey’* endeavours, to come forward and 
relieve him, a* the Mtduat Gazette very 
justly observes, from u burden which it 
would bn disgraceful to suffer him to bear. 

It is in accordance with such a feeling 
that I beg you to offer to the proper quarter 
the inclosed mite towards defraying the law 
expense* inclined by Air.Wakiey in pro¬ 
curing the conviction of John St.JuLu I<ong 
of his first legalized murder. 

1 remain, Sir, your 

Humble Servant, 

A. JL Granville. 
16, Grafton-street, IWkeley. 
square, Nov, l,i, icJO. 

'** Received the cheque for 21. is* 


hospital. 

St. Ilariholomew'K Hospital, 
November loth, idJu. 


A IVi'iL. 


reviews of n ew works. 

T» the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—I cannot too gn-atly admire the 
bold 11 ess and impartiality with which you 
review all new medical works; the advantage 
of your just criticisms is of infinite import¬ 
ant* , not only to the profession in general, 
but to the srudent in particular. 

A few weeks since, “ Professor IVtison 
’of the London University,” introduced 
'* Fyfe's Anatomy ” to the notice of his 
clous,“observing that it *as usual tore- 
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commend some work to the student, and he 
had much pleasure in offering to their notice 
n new edition of hie friend, Mr. Fyfe'a, work 
which lift'considered h very cheap and useful 
book, and bestowed Some flattering lucubra* 
tions ou the style and quality of the plutes.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, Professor Pattisou must 
be grossly ignorant of the subject he pro¬ 
fesses to teach, or wilfully blind to the inte¬ 
rest of bis pupils, many of whom, but for 
the timely review of this work in your able 
Journal, might have been induced to pur¬ 
chase it upon the “ipse dixit’’ of an im¬ 
becile professor of anatomy. 

i am, Sir, yours respectfully, 

MoNTtSUUlEtJ. 

Lonuou, November ?tb, ltJ.iU. 


EPILEPSY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir.—T he following; is a case of epilepsy, 
assuming the intermittent form, in which 1 
have successfully employed the sulphate of 
quinine. Should you think it worthy of in¬ 
sert urn in your valuable periodical, its pub¬ 
lication would oblige, 

Yours sincerely, 

V. W. Barrett. 

42, Great M ary le bone Street. 

Tlie patina t {Ellen Sullivan) gave me the 
billowing account of her rymptorns:—She 
staled tiiot she was in the habit of carrying 
heavy loads on her head, that about twelve¬ 
months since, she was attacked with fever, 
aud uu her recovery became deranged ; that 
she was ad .nil ted into the Muryiebonfe In¬ 
firmary, whenco she was discharged cuied ; 
that she was afterward hired as a servaut, 
ami that while at prayers one evening 
was Grst attacked with these fits; that by 
the direction of the medical gentleman who 
intended her, she again applied at the In¬ 
firmary, whence, after » shoit time, she 
was discharged as incurable. She was 
then recommended by Mr. Mayo to the 
Middlesex llo pitai, where site was treated 
us an out-patient. After a short attendance 
tin-re, she was told, “ that if thu medicines 
she then got were of no servioc, she need 
not apply again.'* Voder these circum¬ 
stances, she w as recommended to me ; her 
symptoms were «» follows:—Severe pain in 
the head, which had existed for the Inst year; 
great thirst: severe pain in the right side, 
utiginetiterl by pressure ; liver slightly en¬ 
larged ; abdomen swelled ; bowels costive. 
M- m.es hud not appeared for the last vearl 
bad & tit regularly nt four o'clock every day : 
this was on the 15th of August last. When 
she first applied to me, 1 immediately de¬ 
termined ou trying tho tduels of the sul¬ 


phate of quinine. Seeing that there was * 
regular intermiasion of twenty-four hours, I 
therefore ordered her tbe following mix¬ 
ture 

15. R Sulphatis quinina, gr. xvj ; 
lapis, valeriana, 5 vj; 
fifistura camphor a, * iv; 
Tindurie vahriamr, )ts. M. ft. 
XQistur. cujus a-.gra suraat. coch¬ 
lear. quatuor magn.otia veUta 
quaque bora. 

& Of. ricini, 5 rj; 

V. 0. 

Aqua cinnarnmi, Jiss. M. ft. 
batifit. eras mane sumead. 

On this day had no return of the fit. 

lf». Bowels well open ; stools dark and 
fetid; abdomen less swelled ; bad no return 
of the fit. Directed her mixture to be con¬ 
tinued, with the addition of tinct. sabina:, 
5»*j- 

17. No return of the fit; bowels costi ve 
Repet. haust.; repet. ini star. 

18. Bowels well open; stools more 
healthy ; and had no return of the lit. 

19. 20, 21. Pursued the same mode of 
treatment; much better, aud had no return 
of th$ fits. 

22. Side painful; ordered her ten grains 
of the. blue pill ut night, and the above 
draught on the following morning. 

2 0. Belter, still no return of the fit. 

Refiet. jnh hyd., gr. v, omni uocte ; 

Repet, mistmtt quint*. 

2-1 and 25. Still belter. 

*><>. Menses appeared; abdomen not 
swelled ; no pain iii the side, nor any en¬ 
largement of the liver. Having pursued this 
mode of treatment for some time, I had the 
pleasure of seeing the girl enabled to pur¬ 
sue her ordinary avocations in life, leaving 
perfectly well. What lias been very re¬ 
markable in connexion with this case was, 
rhiil most of her family have died from tbe. 
sequences of the same compiaiuL 


LONDON HOSPITAL.—-THE l'VHLS AN 0 
MR. WALFOUD. 

To the Editor of The Lancet." 

Sin,—Though averse to every-thrag like 
paper war, vet I cannot refrain from offer¬ 
ing n few comments on the last letter of 
Mr. Walford, in reply to that from the pu¬ 
pils of the London Hospital. Our sturdy 
opponent was advised not to ack now ledge 
whal lie calls our manifesto, on the ground 
of our insignificance. Here l would ask 
.Mr. Wnliord, who, and wbut lie is I Per¬ 
haps only a member of the College, and a 
licentiate of the Hull. If then we are iu- 



ewnredir Mr. Wilbri'il" »ai!-pi««,'' tjoit-. 1 ' hi . n , k ’'.“n^, C ^ ! ! 
twill run parallel with tlwlu tli« lax, tliit Mr. WalforJ » Uttstirii.g 


m 

significant, mbit 


eigUt-sad-lbirty,T#r many of n» are licen- 
ti»uet a and Jiope * to dM«rre the College 
diploma, yet not bv “ our lick-spritle adu¬ 
lation ” of Mr. Hcailiugtou, as our eontemji- j 
tible defamer would iusiuuate. “ Why did j 
they not defend the knight as well as the I 
square " I cau solve the problem,’’ ex-; 
claims our knowing insignificant, arid usi 
tbe truly illiberal idea shoots and swells bis} 
inighlv mind, uo wonder this huge colossus' 
of foresight nntl penetration lowers over the j 
innocents of Whitechapel, the harmless lit- 1 
tie men of the London Hospital. Here 
again does Mr. Wolford give a sad prooi of 
a little mind, and commit the very sin un¬ 
justly charged ou Mr. Heading ton in his 
letter of the 26th of September—" that of 


TS. 


importance 

»• Heavmbtai ocean into tern pent wrought, 

To w oil a feather or to'drawn a fly. ** 

I am, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

.!. ft I CHARD*. 

24, Old Ford Hoad, Bonner’s Fields, 

* Beiimal lireen, Oct. 1.'. 

* % * Titis letter was mislaid, or it would 
have appeared before.—lCm 1- 


HOOKS RECEIN ED. 

An Inquiry into the Natural History, Cite- 
arriving at an age in which the heart never | micnl l» IO |iertie». m.d Medical Virtues, of 
glows with generous sentiments.” Poor i fa ^ 0 ck Oil or 0rei n Mineral Nuubtha of 
man ! 1 blush for bun, I am ashamed of him, ‘ Barbadoes, with pnrticulara of its Tenudul 
and wonder at that soundness of mind and ; powers in cutunenus eruptions, glandular 
intellect from which could emanate so much complaints, diseases of the joints, 5cc. »\c. 
wisdom and sugacity in explaining the mo- j \ V ilh demonstrations that the solvent agent 
Ure actuating some few of the thirty-eight j iu dilation is the sub-carbonate of soda Ac. 
pupils tn replying to his letter. 1 am happy j jj v 0. H. Wilkinson, M.U., Balli. London: 
to inform Mr. AN alford, that l am one uf the; Ridcwny. iaiK>. pp. 76. 
few who will present themselves for exami-! ]'f lte 0 V the Colonies*. A Letter to the 
notion during the presidency of our worthy : proprietors nud Planters of the West Indies, 
and upright surgeon Mr. Headmgton. and ; residentio the Colonies. Bv R. Alexander, 
1 should be poor, pititu!, and mean indeed, fc sq . London: J. frsser,'llegeut Street, 
if my opposition to Mr. Walford's sentiments ; jgjo. i»p. 31. 
arose merely from interested motives. 1 j 

despiso the idea os much as I despise the 1 - - - 

man from whom it could originate; both are; 

alike contemptible. There are some parts i CORRESPONDENTS, 

iu Mr. Walford's loiter which I confess l \ 

connot comp'phend. NVhat does he mean - 

when lie say *• U a wish that every man ! Mr. J. X. and others. There was no* 
of ninety-two may he so weak as Sir Wil- time, to send to Mr. N’s lions*, but u grn- 
liam, all the pity they can bestow* on a poor liern&u from this journal was present at the 
Old man f" No such wish could emanate inquest. The conduct of the condemned 
from the pupils of the i.ondon Hospital ns j parties was highly indecorous and imp! ope r. 
Mr. V\ alford wouhl insinuate; it was indeed . Had it proved injurious, they should have 
quite the contrary, as ditiVrent tut light from ; received a severe castigation, 
darkness. Nor does Mr. NValford credit the j The letter of An Old Pupil, A Cmtar of 
assertion, that the majority of our pupils: Iht Pillow*, with many others, shall 
were in your favour. Whether he will tie-, appear nm week. 

lieve it or not, yet 1 can assure him that J If A. H. A', was present at the opera- 
many of us would have hailed your election ! tiou, we should like to are him, if he will 
as the dawn of a brighter day, and one of i write and appoint a time for calling in Rml- 
our pupils actually wore the popular colours ‘ lord Square. Our reporter was not present, 
attached to ids button-hole during the con- ; hut a gentleman on whom we can rely, bus 
test. I would ask you, Mr. Editor, If this I promised us an accurate account of the opc- 
anvoared of fear, was this lick-spittle odu. I ration. 

lation to the surgeons of the hospital? I Mr. Spins. It wa» an unpardonable 
Jn conclusion, | must apologise for occu- [omission »u the part of the Coroner; but 
pying so much ofWr valuable publication, i this officer is not bound by luw to insist 
and cannot help observing, with a smile ofjufon the attendance. of a surgeon, 
pity, the manner our letter haB been turned J Tim index to our lost Volume will past' 
and twisted by Mr. NVaiford to suit ins rfb-; iwtly he published next week, and in order 
ject inind. He says, indeed, a great deal j that all parties may he accommodated, it 
and to no purpose, uud will pardon me, if | will, besides being stitched up witli the 
in my reply, I uitacfi wbtu he calls another! Number, be published in a separate form. 




THE LANCET. 


Vol. I.] LONDON, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 


Dublin Hospital Reports, atul Communica¬ 
tions in Medicine and Surgery. 

(Continued from page 239.) 

Iv continuation of our analysis of this 
excellent volume, we present our reader* 
with an epitome of the most interesting 
papers which are contained in Ibe second 
part. The first in order of these is a brief 
hut valuable notice of diseases of the rectum 
by Dr. Codes, the celebrated professor of 
surgery in the Dublin College. 

The fust few pages of this article contain 
a masterly sketch of the symptoms and pro¬ 
gress r.f organic stricture of the rectum. In 
this department much novelty could scarcely 
be exppcted.but there was room for abetter 
arrangement of the several phenomena, and 
this object the author has satisfactorily 
accomplished. It is unnecessary to dwell 
here ou the advantage thus gained, as it can 
only he appreciated by an attentive perusal 
of the entire paper. We pass to the first 
peculiar observation it contains. 

“However constant in their attendance, 
or unvarying in their course, may be the 
symptoms of this disease, yet will the sur- 
genu desire to be confirmed in bis opinion 
by manual examination. Proceeding to 
make this examination, we often observe at i 
the orifice of the amis the following appear¬ 
ance, which is, indeed, almost always pre¬ 
sent when the disease it sotted near* to the 
external sphincter; namely, at each side of 
the anus a small projection, which, ou its 
external surface, appears as a mere elonga¬ 
tion and thickening of the akin, but internal¬ 
ly presents a moist surface, not exactly like 
the lining membrane of the gut, nor yet can 
we say that it is ulcerated ; these two pro. 
jectionslie clow together below, and divari¬ 
cate above, presenting a resemblance to the 
mouth of newer. Whenever this external 
appearance exists, I feel almost certain of 
bulling a stricture of the rectum before the 
finger is pushed as far as the second joint I 
No. j7U, 
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into the gut. In some cases, however, thi» 
external mark has sot been present.’* 

Dr. Collet says that he has never met with 
a case in which the stricture wts produced 
by means of bonds thrown across the canal. 
He therefore concludes, and certainly with 
much justice, that this peculiar formation 
muBt be extremely rare. He adverts also 
to a practical point of some consequence, 
relating to the detection of stricture; name- 
ly, that in a few instances it has been seated 
so high (bat it could scarcely be touched 
with the point of the finger, until the pa- 
tient was desired to ** force down,” when 
satisfactory evidence of its existence was 
immediately obtained. 

The distinguisbiug fenturesbetweea stric* 
ture of the rectum and aome other affections 
of this intestine, next engage the author’s 
attention. Cancer, he believes,may always 
be distinguished by the leaden line of the 
countenance, by the lancinating character of 
the pain, and, in the early stages, in which 
the diagnosis is usually considered the most 
difficult, he distinguishes the diseases by 
the comparative results of two manual exa¬ 
minations instituted at au interval of some 
weeks. u The cancerous ulceration will 
in the interval have destroyed some portion 
i of the hardened wall of the intestine, and 
have thus produced a condition of the parts 
very different from that found in cases of 
stricture of the same duration.” Schirru* 
of the uterus and vagina, and in the male 
enlargement of the prostate gland, are also 
attended by many of the phenomena of stric¬ 
ture of the rectum. Manual examination, 
the author asserts, is sufficient to distin¬ 
guish between these diseases. An ulcer 
also is occasionally known to occur within 
the rectum, but this, if low down, becomes 
visible by expanding the anus, or by intro¬ 
ducing n blunt polished gorget into tho 
bowel, with its concavity towards the du¬ 
ll 





m , 0 , '- . 

eased t&m. The fog*, t00 » 

if stesdfy pm»d again** U, mil be weeded 
into the cavity of the tileer, although in a 
hlsty examination this part feels as if it 
Hrere a ridge. In the last place, Dr. Colies 
notices a most important fact, which, in 
connexion with the anatomical details on 
the subject, communicated by I)r. Houston, 
and which we will subsequently notice, ap¬ 
pears to us to be of much practical moment. 

We state the circumstance in the author's 
brief but descriptive language. 

" Lastly, it may not he amiss to mention 
that we sometimes find in patients who are 
free from all symptoms of morbid condition 
of the rectum, that the finger in and cannot 
discover any canal in the gut, the entire of, 
the calibre above the sphincters being filled ‘ 
up with folds of the lining membrane ; re¬ 
peated observations, however, teach us that 
such a state is not morbid, «a it in no way 
intercepts or disturbs the healthy functions 
of the intestine.” 

With respect to the influence of bougies! 
in the treatment of this disease, he considers 1 
it calculated to alleviate the sufferings of| 
the patient, but, on the other hand, he con- [ 
fideutlv asserts his conviction, that neither! by interweaving of its branches to 

by the bougie,nor brae, other mode of treat* j f orni Tb* trunk, nod 

____ __j__ _ j branches were covered only by the lining 

membrane of the intestine.” 


the i»ohiB Asttnet'Wi, 

«dibiucooTi»WKthU pMieat diet hi* few* 
of itrictured rectum Hat entirely oa- 
founded. 

The author next derotta a few pages to 
vtunUar tumours $f fV rectum, or what 
is vaguely denominated u bsmjorrholdal ex¬ 
crescences,” a term which he considers in¬ 
applicable to their pathological structure. 
\Ye quote his own words, but we must 
confess that vre cannot perceive the force of 
his objection to the name in ordinary accep¬ 
tation, since it is only descriptive of att 
acknowledged hemorrhagic condition to 
which they are liable, Slid does not allude 
to their structural formation. The author * 
observations, however, ore interesting iu 
unother respect, and throw much light ou 
the pathology of the disease. 

“ I had an opportunity of examining the 
structure of these tumours in a patient who 
had died of another disease. On siittin;; 
up the rectum 1 saw three blood-vessds, 
each as large as & crow-quill, running for 
some way down the intestine, and then 
dividing into a number of branches ; these 
vessels ramified very profusely, and each 


meat, has organic stricture of the rectum 
ever been entirely cured. As a palliative 
method, however, he frequently employs 
the bougie, and he has alto made it the 


Iu the treatment of tJiese annoying tu¬ 
mours, he prefers excision to the ligature. 


vehicle for conveying ointments of various; frotfl the impossibility of preventing the 
kinds to the seal ofthe disease ; by means of; occurrence of tetanus, which may be dread- 

S spiral groove running along the instrument,' <?d after the former, and from the facility 

and which prevents the tightness of the \ w ‘th which the only difficulty attending the 


anus and sphincters from rubbing off the 
application. Mercury, arsenic, iron, and 
cicuta, be also tried in vain, as far as the 
total cure is concerned. The existence of 
such a disease as spasmodic stricture of the 
rectum Dr. Colies disbelieves, and this 
scepticism he rationally founds on the ne¬ 
gative evidence of a practice of twenty 
yew*. . He admits of a spasmodic stricture 
of the sphincter ani, bat considers it s very 
rare disease. In the only case of this which 
he has ever seen, the patient had been 
treated for spasmodic stricture of the ret’- 
turn, but the result of inquiry into the pro¬ 
gress and symptoms of the affection having 
convinced Dr. Colics of the true nature of 
the case, be passed a wooden globe three 
and a half inche. in circumference, mouutcd iTciie anMbe7llnpirwIitTwi'ih‘a7»ijpa* 
on a stalk of whalebone, ten incite* up into forceps, then drawing the tumour a Utile 


| latter, namely haemorrhage, cau be con- 
‘ trolled. 

The following passage, describing his 
mode of operation, deserves minute atten¬ 
tion. His obserrations on the prevention 
of haemorrhage after the operation are ex¬ 
tremely judicious; and it will be perceived 
that he makes s forcible objection to 
M*. Mey’s method of excising these tu¬ 
mours 

The following mode of operating T 
have found to be uniformly and permanently 
successful , and it is considerably less severe 
than that generally recommended. I he 
tumours having been made to protrude by 
mean- of a purgative injection, 1 direct my 
nssistant to puns a hook or common tenacu¬ 
lum through one or two of the largest, while 
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WMnU i6» txh of M fat, wifli « big. 
jitfeff edward passed MMnd the forceps, 
* dr eft Am portion which is engaged 
|HWB its blade*. 1 then proceed in the 
same manner to remove those tumours 
*b»ch the. assistant adds transfixed by the 
hook. By fastening and drawing out the 
tumour with the forceps, we much focilitste 
iut removal by the scisears; proceeding in 
this way, 1 guard against these tumours 
being drawn up within the sphincter, as 
soou as the first bad been removed. I do 
Sot think thst any case will require the re¬ 
moval of more than three of these tumours, 
and not unfreauently the cure will be en¬ 
sured by cutting off only two of them. 
When the operation is finished, the pro¬ 
truded pares generally lie within the sphinc¬ 
ter ; should any part remain out, it must 
he completely pushed in with the finger. 
In order to guard against the danger of; 
liffiffinirbage, 1 lake care not to prolong my 
incision higher o* the bowel than what 1 
conceive wilt, when replaced, lie within the 
sphincter ; for if we cut the gut higher up, 
this part, when returned, may bleed freely, 
from not having any surface closely opposed 
to it. Besides, we know Uist by cutting higher 
up wo are in danger of cutting the trunk of 
the vessel. instead of confining our incision 
to the tumour which is composed solely by 
the convolutions of its very minute branches. 

“ 1 should be afraid to adopt Mr. Key’s 
method of cutting away all the protruding 
tumours, together with the akin at the verge 
of the anus, lest the patient should after¬ 
wards occasion the distress which a too con¬ 
tracted stute of this outlet must occasion ; 
for in one case, where, for the purpose of 1 
extirpating warts, a ring of akin at the 
ver&e of tho anus had been cut away along 
with these excrescences, the condition of 
the patient was rendered truly miserable. 

Or. Colies’ paper terminates with a few 
remarks on a peculiar “ ulcer of the rec* 


IWnefct attfcU ii u aNe and iaifMrfaftt 
iff ©f.;Ho«$!*,,o»tiaed f *• wiiQn* 
lions <m the Mucosa Membrane of the ft**.;-: 

At » companion to Dr. Collet’ me- * 
moir, it it peculiarly spjwrt w»* otpeciaUj 
since it completely elucWstea the impatsabl* 
condition of the rectum which Dr. Collet 
describes. In the propetf of preparing 
some specimens of the natural position of 
the pelvic viscera, by hardening the parts 
with an injection of spirits. Dr. Houston’s 
attention was arrested by the appearance of 
valvular projections in the rectum, formed 
by duplicatures of its lining membrane, aud 
containing occasionally some muscular fibres. 
On repeating (his mode of injection with a 
view to investigate this appearance, it was 
found to be one of almost invariable occur¬ 
rence. The valves are usually three in 
number, of a semilunar form, their convex 
borders are attached to the sides of the rec¬ 
tum, and their general disposition is aucli 
as to form, by their being placed succes¬ 
sively ou different sides of the gut, a sort of 
spiral tract down its cavity. 

The physiological rationale of this con¬ 
formation, the author supposes to be a con¬ 
trivance for supporting the weight of fecal 
matter, and preventing inconvenient pres¬ 
sure on the sphincter. His observations on 
the pathological relations of the valves are 
extremely interesting 

“ Considered in reference to disease, the 
valves or shelres thrown across the cavity 
of the intestine are fraught with still more 
importance. They may possibly become tbe 
most frequent Best of that morbid alteration 
of the inner membrane termed stricture. I 
j have not, however, examined the subject 


turn." TU nad. b, which thi. mffoction ‘ OT " d! Jet.nBi.ing this qw.- 

, , " * , I, j a . pi tton, but there are several facts which give 

r.cogi"««d, w« It... .Ire.dj rf«d«d to, of j b>>|||U „ COB j,c(ttre. In tl.e first 
lit. r.m.tiy, the »Blhol sprsks u the foi -1 , hi ; g iwMe gMfr ,ny confined nt 


lowing i.nns - 

" Th, remedy for thi. diwuc is, to in¬ 
troduce into tile rectum . (omrei-.dgod 
scsl|>.i. end nicks so incision through the 


its commencement to s portion of th. cir¬ 
cumference of the gut ; end. secondly, ths 
■ruts of tin. occurrence correspond eery 
much to the places where these vsl.e. »re 


ICII l«l, BIIU UlghO «U inc-i.iiHa •t" u -6- *“ v - • t 

entire length of the ulcer, continuing it I roosi frequently found, vw., near the onfiee, 
through the sphincter a«d dividing the verge i about three inches up. or at the top of the 
of the anus; as soon as this wound has goi j rectum. I here is still anothetxnore weiglity 


reason why die surgeon should bear in 
mind the- existence of these folds, that he 
mav not mistake them for strictures in the 

mini luvronucvu uu •»%•»<».. «. uut >utct.»t «.v v 

case goes on without interruption, although gnf, a mistake which, it is to he feared, has 
it is rather tedious ond slow of healing, 1; often happened to those who hove reported 

inch numerous cases of this disease, and 
which, by leading them to the trequeut 
practice of bougies, may have brought oa 


into a state of suppuration, we should dress 
it and the ulcer, with some stimulating oint¬ 
ment introduced ou a dossil of lint. The 


need hardly >ay. that the final cicatrization 
will he promoted by the occasional applica¬ 
tion of the nitrate of silver.’' 
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the very malady which their instruments 
were intended to remove.” 

Dr. Houston give* a minute anatomical 
description of these valves, fur which we 


deposition of the elite oivii of sil.fr. The 
inconvenience to which it gives rise are two¬ 
fold, deformity and obstruction of vision, the 
first of which is so remarkable, that the acid 
have not space; their aspect is often hori- j little author avails himself of the occasion 
Mntal, but usually obliquely upwards, and i' to remark, 44 that one practitioner, who was 
their depth is generally from half to three jin the habit of using the solution very freely, 
quarters of an inch. Mr. Cramptou and i ao frequently produced this effect, that he 
tite author concur in recommending a modi- j i >sa been able to point out his patients by 


fied form of spiral bougie (something like 
a magnified cork-screw), corresponding to 
this newly-discovered configuration. Of; 
this instrument, and of the valves, rectum, 
See., in situ, an accurate, but coarse, litho¬ 
graphic drawing is appended to the paper, 
The distances, size, and anatomical bearings, 
ore all represented with sufficient correct- 
ness, hut every line is drawn as thickly as if j 
it hod been “ laid on” with a house-painter's 
brush. Had there not been some tolrealby 
good delineations by the same artist in this 
volume, we should have formed but an in¬ 
different opinion either of the taste of the 
editors, or the state of lithography in the 
sister isle 

The remaining articles, with perhaps 
three exceptions, are so replete with inte¬ 
rest, that our chief difficulty consists in 
making the selection which the limits of our 


the colour of their eyes.” The second and 
more serious evil is one of very frequent 
occurrence, and, according to Dr, Jacob, is 
most frequently produced in the very cases 
in which the application is particularly re¬ 
commended, namely, in sloughy ulcers of 
the cornea, or ulcers which have just cast 
off a slough. He does not thiuk that sur¬ 
gery will be at all injured by a diminution 
of confidence in this, which he bitterly 
terms n 44 popular” remedy. lie agrees 
with Mr. Lawrence in admitting, that lie 
does not understand how this caustic can act 
beneficially upon the diseased eye ; aud, 
finally, with reference to the experience of 
others in its favour, be observes in the samo 
snappish spirit which invariably character¬ 
izes the animadversions of this clever, but 
irritable critic,— 41 The nitrate of silver rany 
often have been beneficial in the hands 


analysis require. Taking nonliy as ouri 0 f such 0 man S8 Scarpa I belie..-, but £ 
gniuo, we pass to ibe consideration of tlic j Uiii.k, that if ibis able aurgeou had set'., for 
papers on ophthalmic Burger, by Dr. Jacob, \g r nera! effect* m Ike boarfi o/ .Men, bo 
and on tie uewlv-diicorered muscles for! would not have given it so unipiahiied 1 
compressing the dorsal veins of the penis!recommendation," 
during the torgescence of that organ, by 


Dr. Houston, the author of the preceding J 
remarks on the valves of the rectum. 

Dr. Jacob subdivides his paper into differ- : 
enl sections, commencing with remarks on 
stains of the conjunctiva and opacities of the 
cornea, produced by the application of ni¬ 
trate of silver, acetate of lead, oxyd of irou, 
&c., a subject which, it appears, has attract, 
ed no attention from the several authors on 
the diseases of the eye, with the exception 
of a very brief notice by Mr, Lawrence, of 
the effect of nitrate of silver in producing a 


He next alludes to the analogous effects 
of the application of the acetate of lead. 
The phenomena which this occasionally pro¬ 
duces nrt> so nbly described, thpt we shall 
transfer the author’s words to our columns : 

44 The injury produced by the nitrate of 
silver is seldom so great as that which 
more frequently fallows the use of the 
acetate of lead, yet I. do not find any men¬ 
tion of the latter in bo’ikft. If a solution 
>f the acetate of lead he applied to the eyn 
when the cornea is suffering from an ulcer 
of q particular character; the acetate is 
decomposed, and a while precipitate is 


livid itatcof tin conjunctiva, aagi.en in our! rbo ulcer.ra'wbich'ifadborra 

report of that gentleman’s twentieth surgical' tenaciously, and in the healing becomes 
lecture. \ permanently and indelibly embedded in the 

The stain produced by the continued ap*! structure of the cornea. 1 be appearance 

plication of lunar cau.tic, Dr. Jacob bolic.cs j b - v Mu ‘° “"” ot b » 

v . . ... , ns chalky impervious opacity distinguishes 

to be indelible. It seldom or never occurs, lt frum UlW p* ar | y wro i-transparent struc- 
unlesa Lhe remedy have been applied for sixUure of even the densest opacity produced 
weeks or two months, and result from a;by common ulceration. The degree aud 
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form of the opacity aTe varied as the original 
ulcer was varied. If the origionl ulcer was 
deep and circumscribed, the opacity is chalky 
white, dense, and defined. If the original 
ulceration was superficial and diffused, or 
composed of numerous small specks of ulcer- 
ution scattered over (he cornea, the opacity 
presents the appearance of several irregu¬ 
larly-shaped dots or specks of a dirty-white 

sppearunce.-- The opacity appears to be 

produced at once, and by a single applica¬ 
tion. J have seen it the day after a drop of 
solution of acetate of lead had been put 
into the eye. by mistake. ..... How far 
the stains and opacities to which I have al¬ 
luded admit of remedy, I cannot determine. 

I have tried acid solutions, and in the recent 
deposits of the salts of lead, silver, or iron, 
on an open ulcer, 1 have scraped the sur¬ 
face with the point of a needle, and thus 
removed the foreign matter; but as this 
cannot always be practised with safety, and 
may cause a latger opacity of a different 
character, its utility may be questioned.” 

Dr. Jacob finds, that whether in health 
or disease, the presence of an alkali in the 
Iachryniul secretion may be known by red¬ 
dened litmus being restored lo its colour by 
the tear*. He collected a considerable quan¬ 
tity of the precipitate, which was submitted 
to analysis by Dr. Apjobu, with the follow- 
ing results :— 

“ The supernataut liquid having been re¬ 
moved by a sucking tube, the precipitate 
was digested with moderately strong acetic 
acid, which effected its partial solution with 
considerable effervescence; the solution 
Laving Wen decuuted, the residual matter 
was well washed with distilled water, and 
then treated with, a few drops of strong 
nitric acid; this caused it to disappear, ni¬ 
tric oxyde being at (be same time evolved, 
and the solution, when evaporated to dry¬ 
ness, yielded a residuum of a deep yellow 
colour, entirely destructible by heat. The 
solution made by the acetic acid was next 
evaporated to dryness, and the aaline resi¬ 
duum repeatedly "digested in alcohol, which 
took up the greater part of it, and was found 
on examination to contain acetate of lend; 
the portion which resisted the solvent action! 
of alcohol appeared to undergo alight dimi¬ 
nution by digestion with distilled water, 
and the solution was rendered cloudy bv 
nitrate of silver: this argues the existence 
of chloride of lead. Finally, what remained 
afier the action of the water, exhibited before 
the blowpipe the properties of phosphate of 
lead.” 

We have not apace to pursue I)r. Jacob’s 
observations any further ; suffice it to sav, 
that much practical information is ufforded 


| in comparatively few pages. Whoever may 
I peruie this author's writings, certainly need 
! not dread the invasion of egnui, for wherever 
Dr. Jacob has an opportunity, he barks 
with so much spirit, that even on the dullest 
subject lie is extremely amusing. 

We now turn to Dr. Houston’s discovery 
of the " cornpressorea verne dorsalis penis in 
man,’’ with a brief abstract of which we shall 
conclude this notice. He introduces tlie 
subject hy an outline of the anatomical 
conformation of the penis in the different 
tribes of mammalia, and points out the uni¬ 
formity of structural type, &c.in the entire. 
Thus the cavernous bodies have been deter¬ 
mined by several processes to be vascular, 
entirely composed of vessels, chiefly veins, 
interwoven with each other in the most 
complicated manner. The corpus spongio¬ 
sum urethre is likewise formed of innu¬ 
merable blood-vessels, and in tbe different 
orders chiefly varies iu its comparative 
magnitude with the other parts of the penis. 
In ill, a striking uniformity exists with re¬ 
spect to the mode in which the several veins 
are collected into one general trunk, which, 
after passing beneath the arch of the pubis, 
is ag&iu distributed over the sides of the 
bladder and prostate gland. 

Having premised this general view of the 
anatomy of the parts. Dr. Houston proceeds 
to investigate the nature of the turgesccnt 
state of the penis; and this, in limine, he is 
disposed to ascribe to sanguineous accumu¬ 
lation in the veins; that it cannot result 
from arterial congestion, lie argues from the 
rigidity' of the tunics of nrieri< a, and from 
experiments on living animals, in which he 
has never been able to discover any differ¬ 
ence in the fulness of the arteries in tbe 
most extreme state of turgesctuce or col* 
lapse of the organ. 

lie next proceeds to investigate the mode 
in which this venous congestion is affected; 
he notices the disproportionate siw which 
the vente dorsales bear to their accompany¬ 
ing arteries, and dwells at considerable 
length on the incompotency of the erectorea 
penis, acceleratotea uritiK, cud trunsvem- 
les perinei, to accomplish the compr, ssiun 
of the veins, which would bp necessary to 
induce the erectile state, (filler's vague 
opinion of disproportionate influx of blood 
he justly rejects as insufficient to afford a 
rational explanation. Finally, he adduces 
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bene, wd Mjia bu», in wbem 1* d* 

wibrt ih*mtbw:r» 

'* In wan, the wmjmsowi ven* domli*, 
are less distinct than in moat of the mam- 
mil«. Tii«y »ri*«r fro® the rami of tbs 
pubia, above tlw origin of the erector** 
( penis and crura, and ascending in a direo 
eluoidate the subject in a satisfactory man* - jj oa forwards are inserted above die teua 


a number $ ttfcwnety cdrtou* tad novel 
austomiafl^ta. b'y which be demonstrates 
a mechwdcit apparatus provided in all the 
tribe* of the mammalia for arresting the re*, 
dfot of blood by the dorsal veins. We sub- j 
join sufficient extracts from the paper to 


“ My attention was first directed to this 
subject by a communication matte to me by 
the late ingenious Mr. Shekletoti. In dis¬ 
secting the penis of a dog he discovered two 


dortolis by joiuing with each other in the 
mesial line. They form a thin stratum of 
muscular and tendinous fibres, about one 
iuch long nod throe quarters ol an inch 
broad, sud may perhaps be looked upon as 


a aog a* n.scovereu wo j ^ of Uie '^ctores peu.s, which. in- 

muscles connected with the vein* Met, j of b • io8erted £, lbw , id eeand 
«nd admirably adapted for mates ’lowerparl of 5» corpora rarrrno, a, mooo, 
compression on foeso waste » to obstraci j | wi tbeir cooiprca. 

tbe cn-orot of blood 1 U Itar cioal. flit!; , , 1 , doraalia. limy 

foe mctacboly erect -tell depri.ed foe: ", , d ^ J 

wond ot the fruits ot his genius, also; . * , , ! . 

.lop F ,l in. furfoer proaocoliooV this aub. i«“• “ “™-**,1??. £ 
ject. 1 I afterward* found, oo inuring asj tom >?»™ fibres are d,,u (U be f,« 
to tb» originality of the obeemteon, tl..t i , ^ 0 p l !* mctoTO yt» , K fiMO ,\‘* ,tMl ‘‘ 
lb» s ,eatCttter,wtoae extended roMnrebea “f 11 oi "" c,m “ 1,16 R* b “i 
bare left little room for further discoreriea i “ nor "“tf” « l 'lit <UMUut from foo 
in anatomical scteoce, mates notice of the i fj 001 ? m h \ iU " e ‘ k “" “ u * r 
existence of sucb moiclec as tbese. His !*• ° mc » f Wtlson a Mucin, by the j.itdtc 
aUttsiou to them ia, bowever, only curaory,; * rter y> >*» tetdes them m ttt oottrao 
and his amnion rpmrdimr ihci* fiinnti/m.! towards the dorsum of the 


and his opinion regarding their’functions 
undecided. The result of my own observa¬ 
tions respecting their existence in different 
animals, aud the extent of their influence 
in producing erections uf the penis, toge* 
ther with the discovery of a similar appara¬ 
tus connected with the lingual veins of the 


perns. 

The best procedure to display these 
muscles is the following. Detach the blad¬ 
der aud levator ani with the band trom one 
side of the pelvis ; then divide with a saw 
tbe pubis and ischium ulwut one inch from 
the symphisis, aud break oil' the bodes at 


chameleon, I shall now proceed to detail. ,ucr »- ,llttc arUculation : next direct 
The muscles are situated between the ardJ a **. v carefully the remaining portion of the 
of the pubis and the penis. I propose to i P ubl * from the symphisis, periosteum, and 
name them n»»presswesvena- dorxalupenit. j crura l’ eu ' 8 > and then the rontprevsorc* 
1 have found them readilv in everv animal \ ven *» bearing still their natural relations 


which I examined. In the dog, wolf, jack- 
all, hoar, badger, cat, raccoon, couti-moiidi, 
marmot, agati, horse, seal, kc. See., and en¬ 
couraged by the certainty of their existence 
In these animals, together with the general 
resemblance which the muscles, blood-ves¬ 
sels, and erectile tissue in them, bear* to the 
aame structures in the human body, 1 per¬ 
severed ui my smrch for them in man, by a 
variety of dissections, until at length 1 dis¬ 
covered them on the I5ih of July, 1830, 
and satisfactorily demonstrated them to 
mnur of the pupils aud several professors 
in Dublin, among the latter of whom 1 
have the privilege of enumerating Drs. 
Cusack, Jacob, and Graves, whose expres¬ 
sions rtf satisfaction a* to the presence ofl 
the muscles, arid their favourable arrange¬ 
ment tor exerting pressure on the vena dor* 
aalis, afford abundant testimony of tbeir 
existencepp. ltd-47«. 

Dr. Houston next gives a minute anato¬ 
mical description of these muscles in the 
monkey, bear, badger, cat, aguti,aud 


lo th*? crura and other muscles, may he ex¬ 
posed with very i.ttlft difficulty."—-pp. 472 
—4M. 

In emaciated persona new mmclea are 
detected with very great difficulty. Their 
action is indisputably proved by the fuct, that 
by stretching them in the direction i f Un it 
fibres, tbe current of fluid through the dor¬ 
sal veins is completely arrested, binallv, 
Dr. Houston relates some striking ex peri- 
ments ou dogs, in which Urn ligature of the 
d-irsal vein* produced permanent turgea- 
cence of the penis, which was only relieved 
when new channels were established for the 
evacuation of the venous blood. On the 
physiological interest of theso statement! 
we will make un further comment, ilun that 
they are in the highest degree creditable to 
the. author's originality of genius aud ana- 
tomicnl perseverance, lu the same paper 
ho describes ably and beautifully the analo¬ 
gous structure of tho chameleon's tongue, 
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whicli ow «»d*n w» prok»Wy ncoUtctl. 
n oreoUte wgu m/*» mwdeiMlj adipied 
«e ito ptelMMWB of Ml, So. Wo eunoi 
Mre tbit Mkjset, -Hkoat boMowiog our 
warmest praise on the exquiiite engraving* 
which accompany the catty. 

We regret we cannot extend our analytis 
to several other paper* of great merit; we 
will particularise that by Dr. Marsh on a 
convulsive disease affecting young children, 
which he states may bo denominated spasm 
of the glottis; we may also mention a 
practically useful, bat rather qusekuh com- 
muuicatino from Dr. Cheyne on the efficacy 
of small bleedings in restraining htemorrhage 
from the lungs. Mr. R. R. Gregory’s concise 
report of his newly-established lying-in 
hospital is also highly creditable, and will 
perhaps elicit a few remarks on another 
occasion. Before we conclude we have a 
disagreeable duty to perform; one which, 
without metaphor, set* • sting in the tail of j 
our observations: it is that of advising Mr. 
West never again to venture into such good 
company on such a frivolous ground at 
that of his “ case of psoriasis successfully 
treated,” &c. 6cc. Reputations are not to 
be earned by the authorship of paper* an 
insignificant as this. 
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(Concluded from page 27A.) 

MAUMCSRIftO. 

I vow proceed to make * few remarks on 
the impositions which are frequently prac¬ 
tised upon us. Writers on forensic medicine 
divide these impositions into pretended tii»- 
enst'S, morbi simulati ,—dittaaes which have 
really no existence; morbi disguuulati, —dis¬ 
ease* which really exist, but where health is 
feigned ; and disease* which are falsely ira- 
puted to other *,—-morbi impuluti . Mow, 
p< oplo frequently pretend to have diseases 
for the purpose of avoidiug punishment. 
Thu* insane people are not capitally punish¬ 
ed, aud criminal* will therefore feign in* 


•**%. Pragixnt women (pngWflfi, 
uver, if not * disease, * pathologml 
but a physiological state, and tbb word 
morbi is therefore an improper term forth# 
whole of these thifigt) are not executed, ail 
the punishment, therefore, is delayed m the 
case of pregnancy until delivery baa taken 
place. Soldiers and sailors will pretend ill¬ 
ness to avoid the duties of their stations, and 
to be dismissed the service and provided 
for accordingly. Diseases are often distent 
bled,-— health is pretended, in order to avoid 
the disgrace and disadvantages which are 
perhaps attached to the particular condition. 
Single women dissemble pregnancy that 
their characters may not suffer. Again, dil¬ 
ease is sometimes imputed to persons in 
order that the accusers may get possession 
of their property, or obtain the management 
of them in some way or other, and not tin- 
frequently wit of mere spite, from n desire 
to be revenged upon and to disgrace ano¬ 
ther. 

Mow these stratagemr have been adopted 
from the most ancient times. But I will 
spealr only of the morbi simulati ; for the 
diuimvUili and impuluti I shall not have 
time to consider, and there is far less diffi¬ 
culty in ascertaining the morbi dissimulati , 
—the existence of disease when health is 
pretended, than when disease is feigned ; 
for if a person have a disease, it is very 
difficult for him to conceal it—-if one is ill, 
it is not an easy matter to appear well. 
Again, as to imputed disease, the alleged 
affection does not exist, and the individual 
himself is practising no deceit: the disease 
ia merely imputed to him by others, and you 
have as full an opportunity of judging of his 
real condition as they; for no one will think 
of imputing a clisense which gives no exter¬ 
nal symptoms, of imputing, for example, 
chronic rheumatic pains to another, because 
these are insensible to all except the pa¬ 
tients. But pretended diseases, morbi 
simulati, are very numerous, and the deceit 
is exceedingly aucient. You will recollect 
that Ulysses pretended madness in order to 
avoid going to the Trojan war, and David, 
too, pretended to be mad, or rather imbecile, 
wheuhewa* afraid of Achish, the king of 
Gath, to whose court he had fled from Saul: 
and hence you read in the first book of 
Samuel, chapter xxi verse 32, that “ lie 
changed his behaviour before them, and 
feigned himself mod in their hands, and 
scrabbled on the doors of the gate, uud let 
his spittle fail down upon bis beard." 

I have had for less experience in tlieso 
mutters than gentlemen who practise in the 
navy and array, and it is wonderful to read 
what is sometimes borne, what Severity of 
punishment is undergone by sailors and sol¬ 
dier*, in order to avoid duty, to be dis¬ 
charged aud to get pensions. Iney will 
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bear the meat severe medical treatment, 
turviug, jbUfjtenngi and the opplioalion of] 
caustic \ the/ will bear confinement by 
tbemaeWe* ; they will keep up inflammation 
of the eye* by applying cantlurides and aid- j thought that methods of deception Lave beeu 
pbate of copper, day after day subjecting 


tbomaelvea to the greatest pain, sod expo* 
-w tbemselvea to the greatest hardships, 
t^they at last procure their dismissal, when 
th*y will sometimes confess the cheat. No 
one could have the least idea that human na¬ 
ture was capable of practising such de¬ 
ceit, and of undergoing Buch suffering for the 
purpose of carrying it on. Dr. Cbayne has 
furnished ua with very good information on 
the subject, in a paper in the four A volume 
of the Dublin Hespi al Reports, and Mr. 
Copland Hutchison, in hts Practical Ob¬ 
servations on Surgery. Dr. Cbeyne de¬ 
scribes the deceptions witnessed by him in 
the army, and Mr. Hutchison those which 
ore observed in the navy. In HennenY 
Military Surgery the subject ia also well 


their casesbeeame so bad AS to require ampu¬ 
tation of the limb, and many inst.moea have 
occurred in usval and military hospitals of 
fictitious complaints ending fatally.*’ I t is 


reduced to a system, snd preaerv. d in many 
regiments, and banded down that tho«e who 
think proper may try them, snd a kind of 
freemasonry exists, Which, preventing the 
exemplary'from informing of the wort hless, 
render* it often very difficult to detect the 
method of deceit. 

One of the diseases most commonly pre¬ 
tended is fever. Persons will take spirits 
or stimulants of some kind to vxcito the 
pnlse, to heat the skin, and parch the mouth; 
out in these cases, unless intoxication, or an 
approach to it, is produced, there is not that 
heaviness-end distress of countenance which 
is seen in fever. The deceit may frequently 
be detected by the smell of the btcath, and 
if you confine them in a room where there is 
no opportunity of applying the stimulus 


treated. Dr. Cheyne says, “1 never saw o; again, first stripping them to ascertain that 
more humiliating picture of depravity or per-i they have none on their person* to keep 
version ot reasou, call it what we may, than • up the symptom?, these must soon go off. 
1 have witnessed in a ward filled with sol- ;Some persons, however, will manage tu su»- 
diers labouring under ophthalmia (!) most of: tain the irritation bv putting a clove, of garlic 
the cases,as 1 have learned from the surgeon; up the rectum. As it is right, Imwm-r, in 
in attendance, being fictitious. The me-j real fever to clear out tin- bm-tia. this 
thoda by which inflammation of the eye is I cannot long occasion difficulty. So with 
produced and maintained, have not all been ; respect to any feigned disease which, to bo 
brought Jo light, but quick lime, infusion of; kept up, requires continued irritation, w lie- 
tobacco, the gonorrhual discharge, canlha- j ther ophthalmia or any sore, if tin* partita 
rtJ f* ointment, nitrate of silver, blue-stone, \ are confined so that tin-v can obtain no 
and other metallic salts, ore probably among «aecess to the necessary atimulauta, u w ill of 
tnc* most common irritants employed, in- ;course cease. Jfiie complete prevention of 
flammauon thus caused ia must painful. nn d access to means ot deceit, ia the great mod* 
is kept up under every privation which ce.ii [of detecting'and removing a large class of 
make life miserable flocked up in a dark j feigned diseases. Tobacco and digitalis are 
ward, and permitted to have intercourse Uaid sometimes to have been taken to pro- 
onlr with the ctiicers of the hospital, nurses : duce the opposite effect on the pulse.—to 
and orderlies, coutim d to diet which, from I depress if. 

the absence of every stimulating material,! Deafness and dumbness may be counter- 
is most disrelishing, suffering under painful {feited, in places where the person ia un- 
external applications, and nauseating iuter-1 known. There was a young man iu France 
® w ! | C» i, m. phlebotomized and leeched j who, in order io avoid the cimsrriptLn, pre- 
tm their complexions are bloodless, their! tended to he deaf and dumb, and k*,.i up 
pu/u: hemorrhagic , and the frightful train\ the deception for (our wars, tie travelled 
£l' ! ?7 ¥eWI fT ,w ilW ‘ ■ ‘^sl 1 Trance, Germany, Spain, and 
ten. 4 « «Ubh*l«rd iu the ays-! Mritcortand, and wished to uppear like 

V r in n !*'y ?***>'•*'* 3M«* Telemachm* in search of 1 bis father, 
i , ; U 1 f wn * ,rni t,,i •“'hlw 1,1 hi*. fa** professed to have beta instructed iu ilie 

eves t ! t U°” 10 t t T ,y&,,< ’^ b;,lb 1 0f 1,111 Al,h, ‘ Sic8 «*« wstabliabmuiit, but on being 
vme with tlT'r| b ! th “. AbMY pupil*. 

«. Wm./I»,r..i 1 ;.. r |‘ d !| c ^ °., n s , mn!l ; he proved to b<- ignorant of the signs taught in 


tv i f i . pviiHou. ; ne proved to 

sorre 11 ml'! ’ **' **“ ^ u * °h*Uijacy which that school j ami from fear ofbeiug con front- 
fT .<«»** 5'W ti|«d with a took from whom be hail learnt to 

they will reuiuni J'fl' Vi’, “ nd day! make I*** 1 *?* he opened a book and read 

fakMr ,i* 1,8 °[ »:*luud. lie had been remarkably consistent 

_... P "! ,t,f -U“>st irksome. 1 or 1 for four year* iu Ids plan, but failed in one 

,,t point. iu writing ho auhstituted, through 


weeks aud mouths many men have, with 
surprising resolution, rat and walked 
With th"ir bodies heat double. .Some have 
t titmed to irritate sores i:i the Je« until 


ignorance (having been indifferently edu¬ 
cated;, the g for tiie c, thus nuking jt pro¬ 
bable that at one tirue he had known that 
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the Hounds of both were much alike in some [the glasses, that the objects should bars 
words. Thir he wai not likely to harej appeared enlarged ordimiimhed. The ira- 
learnt hut hy iiiaear. The Abbe de l'Ep6e,'possibility of this statement ought alone to 
and a whole committee, were once deceived bare been considered proof of deception* 
by an impostor, w!k> pretended to be deaf No experiment was made to ascertain whe- 
nnd dumb. In oue instance a man pretended ther the point of the lens she touched was 
that he was horn deaf and dumb, in order to in a Hoe with the object, and Whether an 
obtain bis discharge from the Stanch army; opaque substance interposed in this line 
but the examining physician, Dr. FoderC\ prerented her power. An nedte inreatiga- 
going behind him said, “Yon shall not per* tion, therefore, with the view 4f detecting 
Made me that youare deaf, and if yon will any incompatibility or impossibility, or any 
disclose the truth, I will procure yon your deviation from the usual character ot a 
discharge.” « Well then,” said tha |*oor disease, is a third mode of aaderieiiring the 
deserter, to the surprise of all, '* I am not v jfiaience of a deception. Short mid long 

(sightednen are sometimes pretended, »ad 
A loud noise suddenly made in the ears of j may be detected by substituting one glass 
auch persons when they are unaware of the | for pother, without lotting the party know 
intention, will aometimea produce a degree (of it, and then observing the effect; for if 
of agitation, notwithstanding all theymsy do j the complaint is feigned, the effect of the 
to avoid allowing it, and tbeir power of hear-■ glass calculated to remedv the real defect 
ing hus been thusdiacovered. Sometimes the j will be to produce that difficulty of which 
discovery has been made by talking in their j they complain; and if you substitute a 
presence of violent measures for their re- 1 plain glass, while they think it is a lens, 
covery; by saying that rad-hot irons are the they may declare at once that they can see 
only remedy for their complaint. This hag - dearly. 

frequently produced agitation of the counte* j Amaurosis is sometimes pretended, aud 
name, nr a quickness of pulse, which show-; may sometimes be with difficulty detected, 
ed that the conversation had been ovet-i because the structure of the eye in amau- 
heurd. Stratagem, therefore, is another, rosis is frequently entire, and the iris in 
mode of discovering whether diseases are amaurosis sometimes contracts. If the pu- 
feigned. A very fine ruse of imposture ■ pil were always insensible or sluggish, rou 
occurred in this country, iu the case* of Miss; might detect the imposition ; at least, hy 
Macaroy. at Liverpool, a fr-wyears ago. She cutting off the patient from access to bella- 
professed to be able to sue, not with her donna and some other narcotics, which, yon 
eyes, but with her lingers. So convincedt well know, smeared around the oibit, di- 
w«-re wine persons that this was not a case late the pupil, and render ihe iris motion- 
ofituposition, that a quarto l^iok was written less for a time. Uut bliatrrs and caustic, and 
to prove her veracity. Goggles were idaoed similar means, are often proper remedies in 
upon her eyes, hut it was easy’lor her to amaurosis, ami they are, therefore, suitable 
see in spite of them, hy holding her head in when it is feigned. They are very proper 
different directions, so that the light might in pretended amaurosis, and far mo;e likely 
pus** under ibe edges. The only satisfactory > to cure it than the real disease. Klee trie 

! proof would have been to have put her head shocks are highly proper iu many cases of 
in « bandbox,and bring it down so cIom-Iv- palsy, rheumatism, ami convulsions: and 
around the neck, that it would have been, Ur. C hey no has known these cure many 
impossible for her to see the light from an} j feigned instances of these diseases. My 
part. There it great difficulty in so plac-1 patient was rapidly getting well under elec- 
mg any*thing over the eyes as totally to! trie shocks, and may probably soon be cured 
exclude the iigbt; and she actually was; by them iu the hospital where he is at pre- 
obhged to hold her heud in different direc-j rent. A writer on forensic medicine, Ma¬ 
rions when the goggles were placed upon; linn, mentions a case of a young man who 
her eyes, before aho could see any object ;< feigned amaurosis ao well, that on being 
but certainly there would have been no 5 led towards ihe edge of a river, he walked 
occasion for this, hail she seen with her! on ami tumbled in. After obtaining a pro- 
fingers. The whole thing indeed was very uiise of his discharge, ho confessed the de¬ 
frosts, for, amongst other wonders, she caption, ami took up a hook and read. Pal- 

declared that by touching convex lenses pi tat ion is sometimes feigned. Dr. Hetinen 

placed between her and object'*, the oh- mentions tha case of a soldier who feigned 

jeett appeared larger, and by touching con- great palpitation, hut when compelled to 

* cava lenses they appeared smaller; the ah- thiow his head back, so that he could not 

surditv of wlntih is manifest, for you know lessen the cavity of his chest, the palpitation 

• that the/ecus of a lens is nt a distance from diminished vtrv much. It appear* that h* 

the ^lasH itself, ami it should have been, j did so by lessening tho chest, mj lint the 
therefore, by holding her lingers not in con- j nnt of it was brought close to the heart, 
tact with tho glasses, but m the fonts of | »ad this organ was felt bculiwg against the 



•o that this hue may become apparent ou 
holding the vessel on one side, la is skid 
also, that general debility and 
have been imitated by bringing the face in 

contact with the fames of sulphur ; hut hers 
detection is easy. Hemorrhage from'the 
•tomach, lungs, rectum urethra, fthd an¬ 
gina, is frequently feigned. Blood is some¬ 
times obtained in these cases by sucking 
the gams, or pricking nnd sucking the' 
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parietfig; tat when he was so placed that he | bringing before live persons rr j-hot irons, 
could not contract his chest, the palpitation j sad if this fails, by columoucin u their apuli- 
waa found to be exceedingly slight. Mr. i cation. But whew that is not i >ought right, 
If utchiaon says that white heilebore is often j you may generally produce a m, lioieut efleet 
used by anUora to excite palpitation. ;by passing tha thumb nail u'.der one of 

Aa to feigned jaundice, thut is easily die- ; the nails of the patient, who, if feigning, 
covered, because the sclerotica csuuot be will probably cry out, or withdraw his Jiwtd, 
coloured, and the colouring of the akin may from the violent agony which thw occasions! 
be washed off. The impostors, too, gene-; Dropping- a little spirit into tin oy# has the 
rally forget to whiten the facet, and to same eifect. I'ba employment of soap may 
give urine the appearance of porter, at be detected by thu smell. You will always 
least at the tame tune to make it yellow, | observe, that psisons who are iWgning ery- 
SO that this hue mav hernma annarBui ftujJepay, are ttot midictod to falling into the 

[ fire, nor into water, uor against the comer* 
of buildings, nor in any situation by which 
they will be hurt ; but usually tumble in 
fttfoe safe «jfov whtf* they can reoeiv* no 
ham. Anuapostorbs* beta discovered by 
placioi hint in the fit on a high table near 
tbs edge. But other coovufefens will be 
imitated also, and it may be difficult to dig- 
»““**; w« pnvKSDv «ou aucung me cover the ml nature of the case, because 
nngere. i had a case last year in the has- J there is ho end to the variety of couvulmve 
pita! m which the patient pretended to j diseases. There are many so singular, that 
apit blood from her lungs, which I louml she 1 you would be unable to decide at once, uud 
sucked from her gums. When the blood is j tosav, “ Here is a thing which I never saw 
so copious that they must employ the blood ;or read of, and which is a deception/' It 
lr* brute ^7fff»««dly bullock-s bioodJmay never have been heard of by u», and 
Sueraent aud the prevention of access yet the inference that it never occurs nifty 
w i. S00 ! 1 tun ‘ ^ ,e complaint. Ha-, 1 be f*l*. On tbit account 1 a ti. 

k/™*"? ,‘ he “ * lw "»it»ied!«tpr.s, * decided opinion r,l„,v, ,|„ H 

ujecting clysters of blood. but the same |man,und say the t ana was a deception, t»«- 
means will delect tbii, description .,1 fr.ini. I cptiona ol tl„« bind were mot. common 
lira 01 ' •‘’“s '•*“» lb-v are ...; for, fawrt, 

l* 1 ¥ T1* ! * I,n f Uy r*"' “ J ' !•"»»• Will, lit’.!, four of dclrrliuti* 

some red roots winch lisve the property of ; aac that thrv were filled with ihe Holy’ 

tL '■™‘ i; bul *f'•»“ rente to! (Ihost, or iwwetoed b. U,e de.il or be? 

eoa reZ, *‘ l t™""" «?!""*«• »«l ** «* .*1 mil iod..iJ«i. 

eoa„iiltmi, no Hoccuii, no red lump., ami; acre the came of u: lire former i„ .oiler 
trbtn eraporateil there is no aneh aedtnwt. to prove tSenaelrea Mr, the laiter vv„b,„„ 
JJ, " el J ,f" d ' | r " co , lect a »!»»• | >» occasion miacl.X re of their neid “ 

S5 u-clZfX ,“"1 1 S “ b,imKe ‘ whkL i b, ' ur »- *'■ former days, medical men l.alied 

with Irer el! if d "W 1 ht ' >'•* rwt ol tin, public to ,b,.„ ode,. 

tin her urine . they were found to con- Snout eavj, that tl» deei) mil nw 
tarn carbonate of lime, which eery rarelv j tuoilc, arid make lire penmi aorai a mrene? 

<raui,M ***■ trs£P¥-^ 

Bat 1 beliere that anion, the tliaeaaes moat [ the runotil of a f«,dHv**df.* 1 bu« bv'tfa 
frequently pretended i„ ceil life, are the I pugfa, .way 0 f^U» ’inti, wull, 


J. ‘ - - .wMinwrii. me 

roaming nt thf* mouth is suructimea produced 
by soap-, aud some go so far in the etc en light* 
envd times a»t«, eflVct the dilatation of the 
pupil by the extract of belladonna. Gene- 
rally, we aie told, you may rliacover 
cases of assumed ep.it p.y, by observing that 
the pupil it not dilated, ami by produc -1 
ing violent paio, so that they are ubliue.t 

to Fihow Bitrtia At* if ~ 


i, , . »v bUfit ui» UKVII 

-ea.ea the palteot, who Lire, ia meianclrely 
no longer. 

Some phyaician., nya old Avicenna, 
mee tern wbat the deed can do. Corueiiui 
(lemma, a phyaician of the uiteenth cm- 
toiy, writea. that a coopera dairehter, 
oaiired (.atlierion fi-raldu, bail aurli urairea 
pauKins and cnnnuaiotia, that three men 


5 “!/ M*»y h“ 'T, r 

Of fe.sned epilepay may bo detected bvjcharged n hre eel . foo, .nd.hadlu^ 
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S Lich ha 6 «w *b 4 touched (but unluckily wu discovered, which had given her ». 

i did not s»«it come forth), and the eel goodly bulk, and made her waddle in her 
afterwards vanished. She vomited some walk, as though she had a heavy tumour of 
iwiiflty-four pound* weight of fulsome stuff the abdomen. 

of all colour; twice a day for fourteen days, A trooper of the 12th pretended that he 
and afterwards balls of hair, piece* of bad lost the use of his right am, and after 
wood, pigim*' dung, coal*, stones with resisting severe hospital discipline for a 
wwriptioH*. parchment, goose dung, pieces great length of time, succeeded in procuring 
of glass, a hoe, say a this writer, cum his discharge; and when fairly seated on 
hnrron vitii ; be saw all these fjnngs, no the top of the coach, waved his paralytic 
doubt, but not t* transitu. The doctors arm in triumph, andcheered at his success* 
attributed all to the duvil, and gave her over A militia soldier pretended that he had 
to the clergy. Marcellos Donatua relates a lost the use of his lower extremities, sod 
similar case, end supposes it happened, certe was discharged. He afterwards caused 
iwn alto quam dewonu atiutia ef Uoto. himself on a field day to be taken in a cart 
Physicians, however,_bsve gtnerally been in front of the regiment, which was draw# 
amoogat the most enlightened of mankind, up in a line, bad the evt driven under # 
and Voltaire tut idfiae the devil tree, upon which & bang hi* emtehia, 

always to tddretf himself to parsons and leaped out of the cart, sprung thyee turn 
never to 4uoton« « he hopes to flourish. from the ground, slapped his breech, and 
“ Je cotugUk <m 4e s’addrmer ton- scampered off at full speed. 
jnurt, attx fatttltis de theologie, et jamais Now, though we may sometimes be thus 

auxfacultitie teutdofeme/’ . imposed upon, there is a caution which I am 

lu Plank's Klements of Forensic Medi- very anxious to impress upon you. It is 
cine, published only in 1781, you will find possible that the disease mny be real which 
demoniacal possession*arranged in system- 1 you suppose to be pretended; and if you 
atic order, like other diseases, so that there; were to pronounce an opiniou that it waa a 
is the demania vera, dtmonia simulata, j mere deception, certainly the consequence 
(tanonia dbiimutata, demonia imputata, j muit be very painful to your feelings. I 
and demonia tmttgtnaria. The demonia j confess that 1 would rather myself belie¬ 
vers is particularly distinguished by thelceived a thousand times than say once in 
dislike of the patient to holy water, upon j my life that a person was an impostor who 
the approach of which, even unaeeu by him, j should uot turn out so. It was on this ac- 
he is sure to become outrageous. Thouefai count that, although I have such a strong 
enumerated by Plenk, be, however, plainly j suspicion of the man to whose case. 1 have 
believes nothing about it, and cunningly ! alluded, I would not say he is an impostor, 
refers us for the dissipation of our doubts to j and did uot adopt any measures which would 
the clergy,—.«w damon ftoleslatetn hnbeat j not be calculated to remove the complaint 
atheobgis qn*i*i debet, b[C. if such a complaint existed. I certainty 

You must consider me as having made a few 1 should not like to be deceived, but vou must 
cursory observation* only upon this subject, j remember, that if you make oue mistake you 
as it is too extensive for a single lecture ;j do a serious injury to a fellow creature. It 
1 must refer you to the works which I have ■ may, perhaps, hurt our pride to be deceived 
already mentioned, and those upon forensic j and overmatched; but though our pride may 
medicine j in them you will hud cases with- j uot he hurt, although you are uot ovei- 
out end. There was once a girl in Sirss- j matched by another, when you pronounce 
burgh who grew as large in the body as j a man to be an impostor who is not, you 
Sterne's stranger who eutered Strashurgh; must have in this case to reflect that you 
had done in the nose, and a suspicion arose ? hud been deceived by yourself. It is belter 
of her being pregnant. The time arrived to be deceived by a thousand persona and 
at whioh she should be brought to bed, injure wo one, than to injure one iudividual. 
hut it pissed awuv, sod she remained as V'our pride muy wot suffer in the latter in- 
Urges* before. Iu fact, aba ooutinutil to stance, but the error of judgment is just as 
increase for thirty-nine years, nud was re- great ns if you had permitted another person 
girded as such an object of compassion, to deceive you. In 1804 or 1805, a soldier 
tbst all the charitably-disposed ladies in the complained of great uneasiness iu the loins, 
neighbourhood were moved towards her, was treated as a malingerer, and sent to 
and their sympathy so strongly excited, puuislnnent drill, at which he waa kept till 
that she wu well supported all her life the tumefaction of a luuibar abscess appear- 
Without work. She resolutely persisted iu cd upon his back, of which the poor tellow 
allowing no medical nun to go near her. died. >Vi6re confesses, that for fifteen years 
After thirty-nine years she died, and the he refused Ids certificate to a young soldier 
disease was found not iu her body, which who complained of excessive "pains, soine- 
was of the proper situs, but in her wardrobe, times in his beau, at others in Ids chest, 
where a large eoihioo, 18 lbs. iu weight, and at length died, wheu no disease was 
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discorired j ;|o tiitt Fod6r6 concludes bis 
compliiattJm Wen reel, nod be bad been 
exbauAted fcyjoere pain. “ From that time,” 
ifrwi^r, “ 1 have often preferred 
bfciugipdulgeot to running the risk of being 
unitrtlSlgein in a aiorie instance.” Ilea 
tint happened tome, 1 should sever hare 
beeu perfectly happy again. 

With respect to all these deceptions, the} . , , . „ - v , 

best course is to have the patient watched, j *b<>«d** and can flourish m this 1 
If it be an affection which is only commut'd i uuder the walla of these l " r * e . * 
bT the uipliculiou ot art.Sd.l »e.i:s, from i M^ortUoii., »nd ni Ih«i.li ulirftM* j 
.fine to time, then ii u proper to direct the I f« >° «W<>» of the three would 

patient to be condoed from nrcers to them.; "M inowntly wpprenetery qu«k »od im- 
But .oppose it i. a cose io which no etifflo- j poster, hod it the power to do so, would be 
tan is, nor patticular suhstaoce, is required | r!> accuse it of the neglect of u solotnn duty. 


potieats. If there ere decei.laj petient* 
tbero tie deoei.ing doctor., end, to oo.T 
Bottling of those regular proeliuonero who 
disgrsoe the greet body of us by their quick- 
i.h hsbits, let us reraeruher. the! uotwith- 
stsndlsg the tows sod privileges of the 
KWet College of Physlofsoi, of the Koysl 
Cotlege of Surgeons, ssd of the Worshipful 
Compsny of ipothecsriee, iwKks esUt in 

.. ils metropolis 

suthorissd 


to kfpp it upf} then your course ia to resort 
to stratag«*ma of the various kinds which i 


Nay, still more than tbil, a quiok may not 
only gain 12.000L per annum by hia tricka. 


mentioned, such «s threatening the man j ‘ n ■P*'*’ °* all these bodies, but it allowed 
with punishment in his hearing if hepre-Jt° **H the patients who fall into nil hands, 
tend to be deaf, or by writing it down jf; at the rale of S.iOf. a head, 
he pretended to he blind, and by noticing' 
the effect on his pulse. In all ruses it is 
important to'examine whether there is any 
inconsistency or impossibility in the descrip¬ 
tion, or deficiency in the detail of syrap- 
toms. I would ucver have recourse to vio¬ 
lent measures, or any severity, until the sus¬ 
picion was sufficiently strong to justify them. 

The measures we employ to cure many dis¬ 
eases ore violent enoughof themselves, and 
.sufficiently painful, and may with propriety 
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IMTmtXAL HEMORRHAGE. 

, ... v Dr.SoMFHvn.tsE.beforetlieregularbusi- 
be employed to cure the disease and be j ness of the evening commenced, related Lhe 
rpiitc as effective if the disease is altogether! case of a young woman ayed 26, the cir- 
feigned. Again when every-thiug else fails i cumstanees connected with whose illness 
to disclose the deception, aiuiyou still have! seemed to him of rather peculiar interest; 
every reason to believe that it is a trick, \ she had menstrusted irregularly fur some 
then it is best to take the patient on one ; time, and occasionally the secretion was 
aide, as Dr. Cheyne suggests, put him upon , very abuudaut, but on the whole this con- 
iiis honour, and promise him forgiveness if Ui it ion did not seeni to influence her disease, 
he will acknowledge the cheat. When you ; Since the age of 19 she had been subject to 
reflect that in u great number of instances} discharges of blood from the rectum, which 
individuals really have a powerful motive j usually happened after the expulsion of 
for the deception , that is to say, to avoid ■ the farces, when site would suddenly expo- 
some very hard service, or duty, or punish- i rience a sensation as if something burst 
ment, or to get support when they are starv- j within her, which might he referred to 
ing, and that the disease may really exist jibe course of the colon. When this had 
in some degree, ami bu only exaggerated, j lusted a little time she began to feel ex- 
tbere is still more reason to be ceutioua. It j tremely faint, passed a trickling streum of 
ia true that there arc idle, wSrihless, diaso- j blood, and fainted away. In this manner 
lute persona, devoid of principle, all who! the disease went on till she was 2d ; va- 


feign diseases ; and I would advise you al¬ 
ways tr, keep a sharp look-out. and to he ac¬ 
tive in your investigations. But when you 
remember also that there is a possibility of 
your being deceived, or, that if you are not 
deceived; but perfectly right, the individual 
from his hard and trying circumstances is. 


rims remedies were ineffectually employed, 
and she gradually sunk. On the whole there 
had been so little general constitutional dis¬ 
turbance eluting tiie progress of the case, 
that he could not attribute it to any malig¬ 
nant inuse, neither waa there any evidence 
of any tumour existing in the abdomen. On 


perhaps, io ho piii-d, 1 must repeat that 1 1 dissection, nothing more was fouod than tu 
would rather be deceived a thousand times,! aggregation of vessels in different parts of 
than run the risk .i.». _-« - ■ 


f pronouncing one really 
diseased person to he healthy. 

it is to he -reanerribmd likewise, that 
tdthougb patients often deceive ua, piacti- 
tionera are sometimes us great daceima as 


the rectum, occurring in small pntchea, con¬ 
verging towards a common centre. The 
members of this family seemed altogether 
affrctfd with an hemorrhagic tendency; a 
brother Lad died of the Mind complaint, a 
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•liter bod, in early life, been subject to vio- »o inferior is it in every respect to what I : 
wnt fnUtaxiSjtnd another was near losing J^ei righttoexjveet in a nationso aboqnd- 
ner life in consequence of tbe removal of a iog in scientific institutkra*, wbjere niftffetf 
tooth. learning, at all limea, Lis flourished to >»■'. 

L)r. Gri ootY inquired if the patient hid greet eg .extent ; yet here, in a departmeifc 
used mercury. Dr. Somerville ; Orer and of the medical profession, the practice of 
over again; if Dr. Gregory knew the prac- which involves, at the same time, tbe ex* 
titiotier who at one time treated her, he isienc# of two individual*, practice ia 
would hare a certain guarantee that she left without any control whatsoever, and 
had been sufficiently mercurialised. Mr. there nre no means of awrtaihihg the qua- 
Bacot, with reference to the detection of lifications of the persons wlitt late itih 
abdominal tumours, said, that the best way charge. It is true, there n»| be eome of 
to detect them was by placiug the patient my auditors ready to say, that midwifery i« 
on his hands and knees, when the abdomen not singular in this defect, that recent ex- 
becomes pendulous, in which manner tu- ample*, yet tingling in our ears, show that 
mours will often be detected which would much is still wanting in other departments 
otherwise escape observation. of medicine. With these topics, though I 

Dr. Gmoony stated, that he was unwil* entirely agree, I will not at preseut ined- 
ling to delay the treat I>r. Granville would die; my object this evening is to prove, 
afford the Society, but was induced to put that as irapoitant branch of our art is left 
the question in consequence of all that hud in a condition inadequate in every respect, 
been lately said about the influence of raer- and that it is the duty of medical men to 
eury in abdominal haemorrhage. One or come forward and lend their aid Towards 
two cases had recently occurred to him, in remedying this defect. Five years have 
winch he had used calomel and jalap very elapsed since, in this room and on this sp<»t f 
freelv, and was rather divided in opinion asji called the attention of the Westminster 
to which of these medicines was eutitled to ( Medical Socuty t * this very point. I then, 
confidence; bo was inclined to couaider thej brought forwurd conclusive evidence of what 
mercury as the active agent, hut he had re- i I stnted, and we came to the conclusion, 
cently seen a case, with Dr. Duflin, iu that the state of medical po'ieewaslowin- 
wl.ich the effect of the mercury was to pro-, deed. R was then Mated and agreed to, 
dure bleeding of the gums to such an excess , that it wou'd be desirable that a union 
that tin* patient's life was very seriously should be formed of all those who felt uns- 
emtauKered. J nimously on tbe subject; that such a union 

Mr. Costello Said, that cas?s had been '* us likely to effect much good was admit- 
htely published, by Spitmldi, in Italy, iu ; ted, and the Obstetric Society was accord- 
which the secale corauiutn was administered ; inyly instituted. Such was tlie state of mid¬ 
in free doses, from six to ten grains, atjwifery five years ago, when the Society 
short intervals, with extraordinary good j commenced to exist. My object is now to 
tffect, ’ point out its present condition, to show how 

___ j far, if at all, it is improved, and if inv* 

; proved, how far the amelioration is atiri* 
political cosntTtos or Mrowirtio iy tar ; butable to the efforts of the Obstetric So¬ 
wn aopoLia.—rnocLLiUNOs or tub 0 B ' c j t , t y f 

stithic society. ; 1 he importune hearings of this subject 

Dr. Granvilik : I regret, sir, that my : may be fairly deduced from three point*:-— 
friend Dr. Uregorv should hare made use of In the first place, as I have already stated, 
expressions calculated tob-ad the Society to j the practice of midwifery involves in every 
expect more than it is my iiiteution to offer; I instance the lift* of the mother and her off- 
indeed, instead of a treat, 1 Tear that as far;spring. In tln?#econd place, the condition 
ns l am concerned, it will only lead to their, of midwifery affects the future health of both 
disappointment. The question 1 have se- individuals ; and. thirdly, the question also 
h-cted to lay before you this eveumg u one,; is one on w hich the character of n highly 
respecting which I will soy that 1 regret ’ respectable body of practitioners depends, 
deeply theiH should lie any necessity to:To prove the two first positions, I need 
bring it forward; that there should be a j scat Cvly have recourse t» the numerous #c- 
total want of legislative protection, not only ;tual examples of criminal malpractices uris- 
to ihe practitioners of the obstetric art, hut ! i»g from rashness and total want of educa- 
what is of mbch greater importance, to the | lioti, for 1 do not intend the most lemote 
public at large, whose live*, nioro precious 'imputation on the Tegular practitioners of 
than property, and consequently more on- j the art. 1 am quit© ready to admit, that in 
tilled to legal defence, are in this particular I this country there have been, uud are many, 
most seriously arid f., tally affected. The! of tbe best practitioners in this department, 
slate of medical police iu tbe English mo-j uud also that the opportunities of obtaining 
tropolii is buck •» it is painful to consider J obstetric information are fully sufficient; 



30f OBSTETRIC SOCIETY. 

bat to mo fait tmfottmiftte events do occur] «Wf incurable utotoutfon «Hvid. I lme 
in tbis department, resulting from thecaukcs fait. and come to cob aider, fa the third 
3 hare juet tftuded to, we hare only to look to pl«e. how far oar own rtipettabifity fa 6ofa* 
the public journals for the trials which are earned in the protection which I claim for 
perpetually taking place before the tribunals the general practitioners, sad to wlrich they 
of tbe country. On a former occasion, I ire unquestionably entitled. Whet become* 
detailed many cases of this kind, sod fur- of their respectability (I include myself 
tber, I msy remind my medical hearers of amongst them), when the newspapers teem 
the facts which they some times learn in the with trials and with sentences—when in- 
secrecy of consultation with each other. I veBtigatious concerning wilfully-procured 
sever, however, attempted to break the abortion, illegitimacy aud infanticide quea- 
proper seal of confidential practice; God tions,are put, and receive such disreputable 
forbid, unhappily it was unnecessary to do answer*, what becomes, I repeat, of our re- 
so; for a sufficient number of cases are on spectabiKty, when such things as these go 
public record to authorize the conclusion, forth to the publio 1 For these three reasons, 
that the life of the mother and child is too sir, 1 conclude that it beoomea our duty to 
frequently, fa many esses, rashly entrusted take part in tbe efforts Of individuals on¬ 
to tiie management of totally uneducated deavouring to briginateor promote measures 
persons. We all know the case of aprac- for the procure! of the legal protection 
titioner, whose name I need not mention, which I have shown to be required, ( Hear, 
who tore from the patient’s body the very hear.) The present state of die taw is the 
parts which had just yielded the offspring; most singular that can be imagined,—such, 
it happened in this very town, and tbe facts fast bad the efforts of the Society been se- 
have been commented on by the ablest men. conded somewhat more strenuously, they 
In Carlisle jail there is another person at would ere long have called forth such re- 
this moment completing his term of six monstrances from the whole body of the 
months’incarceration for obstetric malprac- profession, that an end should bare been 
tiee, though certainly his case h«s not been put to this extraordinary and anomalous 
sufficiently investigated, for fever super- condition. We hare three corporate bodies, 
vened after delivery, an occurrence which shall I say happily, the Society will answer 
might take plsce with the best accoucheur in petto to the question; we have the Hoy al 
in existence, and in this respect his sen- Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, and 
tence affords a remarkable contrast to that the worshipful Company of Apothecaries, 
on Mr. St. John Long for his first couvic- These bodies are placed at the bead of the 
tion. However, sir, these cases, and I medical police of London by virtue of their 
might relate fifty more, are quite sufficient office; but what general law is there be¬ 
ta prove, that iu order to prevent these mis- sides, to prevent tbe spreading of tbe most 
chievous and fatal blunders, some legislates pernicious and fatal empiricism, to prevent 
enactment should be provided. Again, sir, a fruit-woman or a washer-woman from 
though it may providentially happen, that practising midwifery or any other branch of 
the female eacape the dangers of the hour of the medical profession 1 There is none, sir, 
travail, that she may not fall an instant vie- such is the state of the law. .Shall nothing 
tim to the recklessness and ignorance of her he done to remedy tbe disgraceful defect 1 
attendant, yet it does not follow that she Let us look for a moment to the corporate 
shall remain free from ulterior injury. We, bodies, and see what have they done, wbe- 
who are many yeara couversant with dia- ther to prevent or promote this dangerous 
pensary practice, know too well, that in re- evil. I will begin with tbe College of 
gard to female practitioners in particular, Physician#, of whom, if possible, I wish to 
than whom there does not exist a more ig- speak in terms of respect, but the way in 
nomnt, illiterate, ill-conducted class of peo- which they remedy tbis defat*, ** by ex- 
ple ( Hear ); with respect to these, we. eluding from their list every obstetric prto- 
well know, that though their unhappy pa- titioner. Their fellow* must abjure It: their 
tients eacape the fatal effect* of their ill licentiates, whose skill in other reaped* 
treatment, yet they do not escape the muti- hr sbeeu proved by examination, are also 
laiiona, the ruptures, the inevitable, irreme- subject to the same law. Next I turn to 
diable lacerations ; they do not avoid the the College of Surgeons, and see what have 
injuries and deformities which so often ren- they done to help us out of the difficulty : 
der them for ever after unfit for the purposes why they exclude the regular surgeon who 
of society. I m-ed not further point out the dare* to practise midwifery from being a 
cases recorded in different public journals member of their council or of the Court of 
of lacerated perinea, of ulceration taking Examiners, unless be previously abjures 
place in the urethra, in consequence of the this filthy part of his profession, In the 
head having been allowed to remain im- third place, I come to the worshipful, aye, 
parted for hours and days, till pressure on I may truly say the worshipful Company of 
the arch of the pubis toatuoded the parts, Apothecaries : they do not exclude, they do 
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not offer a bounty to their members not to j earned that tbe three corporate bodies 
practise midwifery job the contrary, all that | should be apprised of oar intention, sod re¬ 
lay in their power to promote its adequate j quested to willingly wilfully, sad manfully 
cultivation they hare done, but, nnfortu -1 assist in tbe promotion of the proposed ob* 
nately, by the nature of the act which they ijecu Well, sir, letters passed and letters 
bare obtained, they have not acquired the j came, but no end would bare been sees to 
power to examine candidates in this branch the correspondence, had not *n application 
of medicine, so that even here the public been made to the minister for the borne de¬ 
ltas no security, as the qualification of the partment, who willingly entered into the 
eamiulaies cunnot be ascertained. This, riowa of the Society, and through him we 
sir, is the state of the law and of the corpo* received letters from the several corpora- 
rate bodies, a state which 1 bare called ano- tions, more meekly and courteously worded 
melons, and which would seem incredible, than it is possible they would Lave been 
if it were not too manifest to be denied. In if addressed to the Society, which one of 
other countries the case is very different, these bodies had dared to libel in tbe moat 
there is no distinction between the phyai- illiberal manner—a libel which it may be 
clan and surgeon who practise midwifery, supposed some of us, who had the “ gift of 
aud no man or woman is suffered to prac* the gab,” would not be slow to answer, but 
rise without haring certificates of a certain that we had au excellent moderator, who 
quantity of education, and having passed a repressed any demonstration of the kind, 
sufficient examination, aud there are salu- It is needless, &ir, to state tbe bickerings, 
tury penal law* by which ibis regulation is the bad epistolary correspondence, and the 
enforced. 1* France, in Italy, in many lapse of time, 1 will at once come to the 
parts of Germany, there is no town or vii- point and state, that after all .the letter* 
luge in which there is not s practitioner, writing, tbe members of tbe Society found 
more frequently a female, who has not re- midwifery scouted by two of the corporate 
reived at least a local education from a com* bodies, and admitted by the third, without 
petent person, and a certificate of haring the power of rendering that recognition of 
passed an examination, and received permit- any utility, so that at the last meeting mat- 
sion to practise from a competent autho- ters stood thus:—The College of Physi- 
rity. cians admitted the necessity of a legal 

Having proved, I trust, that tbe political enactment, and proposed to receive an as- 
condition of midwifery in this metropolis sessor to examine candidates on what they 
was in a state at the commencement of the pleased to terra the manual branch of tbe 
efforts of the Obstetric Society which called ! obstetric art. We have obtained from the 
fur prompt interference, 1 shall now state College of Surgeons this much, that they 
succinctly the progress of this Society which require certificates of attendance on mid- 
was formed in this room, and which, not- wifery lectures, and from the Apothecaries* 
withstanding what has been jocularly writ- Company, that they will examine if nutho-, 
ten on the subject in one or two publications, rized by a rider to their act, and they have 
will, 1 confidently believe, form a eulo- most handsomely added,which was as much 
gistic feature in the medical history of this as they were entitled to do, that they will 
metropolis. This Society was not a new henceforth require certificates of attendance 
attempt; and when I mention that a similar on lectures, &c. &c. Lastly, the society 
effort wan made in i?BU by inott with whose: has obtained from the secretary of the home 
names and works my hearers are or ought department a declaration to the effect, that 
to be familiar, namely, Henman, Clarke, the want of a legislative enactment was 
Sir W. Knighton, Hr. Ranishutliam, and utterly anomalous, that it was unknown to 
others, it would be perceived that the pre- him before, and that, if the three corporate 
aent Society did not meet without a prece- bodies would co operate, he would endeavour 
dent at least. In HWi, circulars were fur- {to obviate the defect, one which struck him 
warded to such practitioners as were known as amounting utmost to au incredible sb- 
to practise midwifery in London, stating surdity. 

the intended formation uf such a society. This, sir, is the upshot and pith of all tbe 
A numerous meeting accordingly took place, Obstetric Society has been able to do in 
to which 1 submitted the proposed ope- five years; you will say, perhaps.it is but 
rations*, this draught L have now before little, but, in uuth, it is comparatively a 
me, and from it it will appear, that one great deal. We at once grappled with the 
^ of the principal objects of the Society w as offer of tbe College of Physicians, and we 
to obtain a lognl enactment on the sub- took care to throw on them the whole of the 
jnct uf the unprotected condition of mid- serious responsibility of tbe mutter, since 
wifery. As, iu this country, it is perfectly they bud at all taken it up. Tbe minister was 
impossible to obtain redress of any griev- now lired of the affair, and appeared in- 
unce without courting the good will of the dined to wash bis hands of it all together,' 
heads of the profession, it was proposed aud tad with time the ministry was changed, 
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sad we bmqntyet Meeired ereu the sera- 
Mine, of • lifc.fcbood of the boon the Col¬ 
lege ofFhyktoiese promised to cocfet With 
reepeot to the College of Sotgeoot, it aj>- 
J>ewi ptlfiwtly unwilling to Mil with its 
old beetle, bat it hn» certwaly dose o 
little in requiring certificate! of lectures. 
Wi liftr® Uianked the Apotbecarie*' Cora* 
pipy for the zeal the; have displayed, at 
the same time that we agree entirely with 
the expression they have conveyed to us of 
their feeling the absurdity of requiriug a 
certificate on a branch on which they dare 
not ask a question. In coueltision 1 will 
only observe that the stale of midwifery 
in the metropolis was pitiable before 1H25, 
I believe it is piteous now ; the part which 
the Obstetric Society took to do away 
with even the second adjective i* manifest, 
though unfortunately it has not been sue* 
cessful. The Society still does not consider 
its labours at on end, though the pressing 
pursuits of several members, ami the ab¬ 
sence of Dr. Clarke, have interfered with its 
frequent meetings. I now bring the subject 
before the Society and the public; iu doing 
SO 1 know I may be exposed to the obloquy, 
out of doors, of some of my own branch of 
the profession. This day u has been Btated 
in a periodical that 1 have been the au¬ 
thor of “lowtraab” iu vindicating my claims 
on a certain subject against those of a man 
who had actually done nothing upon it; but 
for these animadversions, sir, I care nothing, 
for I am conscious of the rectitude of my 
own assertions and intentions (//ear, hear). 
I address here jicrsoiia perfectly prepared 
to understand the question, and 1 shall be 
happy to take the serum of this meeting 
upon the facta 1 have stated. I beg leave, 
0ir, to propose the following resolutions :— 

First,—That it is the opinion of the 
Westminster Medical Society, that the pre¬ 
sent state of the practice of midwifery, un¬ 
protected as it U by uny legal enactment, 
calls for the interference of government. 

Secondly,—That the endeavours of the 
Obstetric Society, with the view to rectify 
this defective state, is deserving of the ap¬ 
probation and support of the profession in 
general, and this society in particular. 

(Dr. Granville sat down amidst general 
applause .) 

Mr. Bacot bore testimony to the cor¬ 
rectness of Dr. Grauville's report of the 
liberal conduct of the Apothecaries' Com- 

P 7r . (jcecohy wished to know if Dr. 
Granville could inform him of the propor¬ 
tion of maipraxih in medicine and surgery 
to that in midwifery -, he. also wished to 
know whether every practitioner on the 
continent was not liable to action for mal¬ 
practice as well os (he accoucheur. 

Dr. Gbanviele alluded to the insidious 


clBWctMoflhe first ioquirr. s .imiluron. 
having ocourred ia one of the letters from 
the CoHeg. of Surgeons. In reply be «*»>« 
wy, Am it on sotfer bios to taing te 
ward data on more titan one subject; far 
be it from him to libel *o pure a bodyei 
the College of Surgeon* or Phyaician*; ht 
spoke of the atate of the continent from hia 
personal knowledge of France, tW north of 
Italy, Germany, Saxony, and Prussia. In 
Russia, loo," the moat exemplary punish¬ 
ment was inflicted on empirics of every 
kind, a salutary despotism which formed a 
happy contrast with the expenses, delay*, 
and vexatious, attendant on the prosecution 
and conviction of manslaughiering quacks 
iu this couutry. 

Dr, Stewabt seconded Dr. Granville a 
motion. 

Dr. Baiuiy said he would opwwu thn 
motion, on the grounds that we had already 
quite enough of partial monopolies and par¬ 
tial usurpations iu the medical profession, 
of a science which should constitute an un¬ 
divided whole. Suppose b certain class of 
able and scientific men, oculists for example, 
would come Forward and contend that thu 
structure of the eye was extremely delicate, 
that its physiology involved an extrusive 
and deep knowledge of abstruse* mathemati¬ 
cal points and calculations, and that they 
should like to have a legal provision iu their 
favour. Again, suppose u particular set of 
physicians wished to arrogate to themselves 
the peculiar faculty of discriminating pec¬ 
toral disease by the stethoscope, and that 
they should implore the legislature, to pre¬ 
vent those from interfering with such dis¬ 
ease who were not conversant with the in¬ 
strument, what would a minister any to such 
entreaties? He would rather wish to im¬ 
prove and unite the whole science, ns in 
l’aria, where there waa a general retin tan of 
every-tiiing groat and luminous in the pro- 
fecatuu j wher e separate examinations were 
held on every auhjeet, and no student quitted 
one branch till lie was masier of its details. 
Thu division of labour might he urged in 
support of the motion ; it is said that six¬ 
teen persona arc* required to make a pin, 
that might be, but he was not to he told that 
the eye, the uterus, or the ovaries, can ho 
separated from the general phyaiulogy of 
animals. For these reasons iie did not 
wonder at the College of Physicians throw¬ 
ing <old water on the proposition. The 
females of every other tribe of mammalia 
were able to get rid of their young them- 
aelves; such he believed was I he case in the 
savage condition of man. There are diffi¬ 
cult occasions lobe sure, but the necessary 
knowledge for the treatment of these occa¬ 
sions waa only to be obtained at a perfect 
school. 

Dr. GEAKviLLfcregreUcd to trouble the 
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Society so of!> n, but his reply to Dr, limy 
fcbonld be very short; in fact, it wan only 
necessary to state that the Obstetric Society 
bed all along moat emphatically disclaimed 
any intention of erecting themieWea into * 
•epatate institution, they were ready to dis¬ 
solve the moment tire necessary protection 
was afforded. He agreed with J)r. Bnrry'a 
wiah for the general reunion of the several 
departments of medicine. 

Dr. Granville’* motion was supported by i 
Dr. A. Thomson,, who suggested the pro¬ 
priety of petitioning the new ministry on 
the subject. The College of Physicians, 
he believed, did not wish to run the risk ot 
an investigation of their charter on the occa¬ 
sion. Tim motion was opposed by Dr. 
Gregory, os unprecedented iu the Society. 
Dr. Granville replied that a similar proceed¬ 
ing was adopted with respect to tie Anatouiv 
bid. 

J)r. Harry moved as an amendment, that 
the words, “ as well a* the profession at 
large," should be inserted after the “ slate 
of midwifery," in the first resolution. 

The amendment having bean negatived 
without opposition, Dr. Granville'a resolu¬ 
tions were adopted, and the meeting sepa¬ 
rated. It wns announced that Dr. Stewart 
would rend a paper on cholera morbus at the 
next wetting. 


Monday, November 15th. 

A papertroa read by Mr. J. 11. 8ed$vfo& ■ 
oft tha character of the. celebrated ^ 
duke Humphry, thesou of Henry IV., aiii- 
protector of England during the minority of 
uia nepbew Henry VI. A cast of the 
prince's akull, token from the original in 
his tomb at St, Alban’a, was laid upon the 
table ; the author gave a brief outline of the 
life of the Protector, introduciag the most 
prominent features of his character, and 
comparing them with Lis cerebral organisa¬ 
tion. The whole hend, corresponding with 
his mental energy, was much above the 
j average size. The intellectual organa wero 
I exceedingly well developed. The organs of 
jamativeueBs, love of approbation, aelf-es- 
| teem, combative ness, destructiveness, se- 
J cretiveness, and firmness, were all extremely 
i large, particularly the three latter, wliicls 
(were developed to a degree which is, per- 
; haps, seldom observed. The greatest pro- 
| portionate size was at the posterior-superior, 
the posterior-lateral, and posterior parts. 

John Harrison lilack, L.L.D., was 
elected a corresponding member of the 
Society, 


DR. DlICKl: ON PCEIIPEIIAL FEVIH AND 
PfKITONEAL INFLAMMATION. 

LONDON PHRENOLOGICAL SOCIETY. | To the Editor of The Lancet. 

..... . . . i Sir,—I ty nttention having been e*r»9(j. 

cr Ul. , % towa -; 0 yoo , rep0It of MedicaJ So. 

The Society resumed their meetings for j cieiy discussion on Nov. 1st. I went thither 


the season tins evening, F.nwAitD Wright, 
M.D., President, in the Chair. 

l)r. Wit tour delivered nn address, in 
which he reviewed the present state of 
phrenology in this country, nod the. valuable 
support whir.!i it now received from the 
exertions of Dr, Yimont, who, he informed 
the meeting, intended shortly to commence 
a course of lectures on the science* 

.Mr. 11 i.siiv Dlaw read a alioit Recount 
of the crimes cf .Dobie mid Thomson. the 


last night with a view of pointing out u> your 
reporter the error he had fallen into. He 
has made me say, “ that the fcctid discharge 
from the uterus in puerperal fever had never 
been noticed by authors whereas, on the 
contrary, one of »hc arguments .1 used ia 
support of the i.jp .ilii--.» l maintain, was, 
that all the ancient authors agree iu its being 
one of the symptoms present. He fell inti* 
this error, hv Dr. It van’s combating my 
j opinion, that no author had considered ft 


Gilmerton carters (lately' executed Bt Eum ! the c.u’se of puerperal fever, and uientiob- 
hurgh, for murder ami rape committed under [ in* Dr. Denman as laving dont so, which, 
the most aggravated circumstances), in illus- {it collect., I certuinly was not aware of. I 
tratiou of costs of their heads, which he laid \ have not been able to refer to IV. Denman • 
upon the table. but b.* this n> it may, it does not mihtoto 

Dr. V ijs'jnt commuuicatcd to the Society j against my view either way, but in the one. 
n proposal for the. formation of a new phre- i would tend to eoulirm it. As your reporter 
tiologiol bust, on n nrw and improved prill-, has avow* die not understood the theory 1 
cijde. Sevciul skulls of auiuutls from the j professed, 1 shall esteem it us a favour if 
Last Indies were laid upon the table by!you will give this letter a place in your 
CL R. Hyndn.iui, E^p, wiio related several : dournnl. i run with sincerity sav, that 
n nee do i e 4 of their various propensities,alter more than ten years rcfiecvbm and 
which fully confirmed the remarks previous-; practising with ti.uvi.w, 1 mti umre than 

lv made by the members on their orgaui- j swr convinced of its iruttt; and «ii«* le¬ 
gation. j starches of our continental neighbours, sru 

No. V d, N 



PERITONEAL FEVER. 


confirming it* thottah not aocribing the post - of the symptom! occurring in peritoneal fo« 
Mortem fact* theyhave elicited to the same ver or inflammation and pumpers! favor, 
oMjte; itJ&uat, however, be apparent to and 1 have examined it with various uu- 
«?|^btt^tfe*tifray views he correct, the re- thors, and find that for the most part thee 
Suita trill necessarily be what they describe, ooncur with the table 1 preoettt below, if 
1 believe then, air, that the cause of we can once agree on th it point, iris pro- 
puerperal fever is thisThat when the bable the treatment of this formidable din* 
uterus, either from a diseased state prior to ease might become uniform; it is imposti- 
parturition, or that an unhealthy actiou is ble to peruse the authors who have latterly 
induced from a protracted or difficult labour, written on this subject, not to he atmck 
and fever is eudemic (especially if of a ty- with the de«cre|>ancy of treatment recoin- 
phoid character), the lining membrane of mended; but looking narrowly for the cause, 
the uterus secretes a very acrid fcetid fluid it is evident peritoneal fever or iuflamma- 
(analogous to that which* takes place in the lion, and puerperal fever, are invariably 
unirapregnuted female), so much »0 as to Wended together; i might mention Gooch 
diffuse itself through the room, nay, I might particularly. 

say, the whole bouse, and that the train of I beg also to add my remarks about medt- 
eymptoms which follows, snd which we de- cal treatment referred to the active u*me- 
nommaie puerperal fever, are produced by dies, bleeding, mercury, &c. 1 think the 

the absorption of that fluid into the open- : exhibition of antimony, cold lotion m v.-.u 
mouthed uterine vessels, which the detach- j head, fomentations la the abdomen and va- 
ment of the placenta has occasioned. It is ! gina, opiate glvatera, 6tc., are of the utmost 
remarkable that Hippocrates, in speaking j importance ; and that if a parturient woman 
of the lochia, says, “ Quibus ex partu pro- be watcited every twelve hours, thin disease 
deunt alba, his vero suppressis, cum lebre will always be’tractable with this tient- 
■urditas et dolor acutes ud latus, fit, mente ment, while, on the other hand, bv a dr'itv of 
moventur et pemiciose liabtnt,” and Ga- twelve or twenty-four hour*, death w wl be 
len says, “ Quum igitur hie sanguis vacu- inevitable. 

atus non fuerit a inulieros puerperii, aut 1 ought to apologise for occupying si 
uterurn ipsum in phlegmouem attollit mug- large a space io your Journal, but the nural 
nam, aut, ad superiorem aliquam sedem importance of this subject, aa well as the 
vectus, parti exipienti proprium affectum, profesriotiRl, is «o interwoven with the in- 
pericuiumcjue, affert; ad «i«nm autem per- terest of society, and vanity urging me, ns 
verier!t, mux apparent symptomata indi- ,t usually does all men. that any particular 
eabunt, quomodo et nunc, turn thorax, theory of their own is of the utmost value, 
turn caput, vitiOaum sanguinem, ab utero 1 hope J shall stand excuse,}, even Mi-mld ! 
sursuni dolatum, exceperiutand as I be- hereafter be found lobe incorrect. The result 
Jieve HO one wit J call in question the tafeut of mv practice hears me am, never havin’ 
tor observation exhibited throughout the lost a parturient woman. * 

writings of these men, it is a striking prac- 1 Sir, 

ticai fact illustrative of the view I take, Your obedient servant, 

though the pathology is not tbe same. \y. jj U(;kJu 

1 have drawn up a comparative statement Walthamstow, Nov. y. 1B;»0. * 


Peritoneal /’ti er or Inflammation . 

Period of its commencement .—May com¬ 
mence at any period after parturition to the 
end of the fourth week, hut usually begins 
on lire second or third day, but whatever 
the period, the pulse has been frequent, 
small, and wiry, from the parturition. 


Preceded by vomiting or sickness, rigors 
or shivering. 


Abdomen. —Great general pain over toe 
abdomen, with uuaion, the latter rapidly 
increasing. 

Pulse frequent, usually firm, sharp, and 
wiry, in which state it continues. 


Puerperal Fever* 

Pei'iod of its commencement .*—May com¬ 
mence as late us the fifth day, but never 
later; usually in twelve, twenty-four, or 
thirty-six hours, rarely exceeding the latter 
time, but whatever the period be, the pulse 
will be found, if accurately watched, to 
lmvc diminished in frequency and fulness 
•Iter the parturition. 

Preceded by violent pain in the head, 
anxiety of countenance, great dejection of 
Spirits, extreme languor,a loose, soft, flabby, 
muscular fibre, shiveriug, and occasional 
nausea. 

^/hwieM.—Slight circumscribed tender¬ 
ness of the abdomen, with a general ful¬ 
ness, the former most rupidly increasing. 

Jhtlse rapid and full, but in a few hours, 
as its frequency increases, becomes weak 
and easily compresed. 



difficult labours. 


Tongue (-lean or white, and dry, with 
thirst. 

Skin hot. 

Ischia md milk an obstructed. 


Sleep.—U not refreshed by it, though it 
takes place, and always assigns as a reason 
she cannot turn iu bed without pain. 


Countenance alternates, but is usually 
flushed ; eye* and Ups natural, or, if other¬ 
wise, redder than usual. 

Respiration difficult, with pain, and occa¬ 
sionally cough, with violent pain. 

Bowels are either cost ire, or violently 
purged. with considerable flatulence, which 
is voided upwards aud downwards with vio¬ 
lent paiu. 


Urine scanty, hut For the most part natu¬ 
ral, and routed without pain, or very 
trifling. 


/heath natural, hut inclined to be sour. 
Extremities cold. 


507 

Tongue clean, pale, sometimes white, 
but moist, without thirst, though drinks two 
or three moulhs-full whenever it ia offered. 

Skin not hot, but inclined to be clammy. 

Lochia and milk are suppressed with 
an extremely foetid, cadaverous discharge 
from the uterus, which, ip • f$w hours, im¬ 
pregnated the whole room, area the house. 

Sleeps Has little ;or no sleep; either 
tosses about in bed, or lies Usttees, never 
asking about her child; or if she does steep, 
awakes in a fright, and generally with a 
tendency to delirium. 

Countenance pale and ghastly, eyes list¬ 
less, cornea, canthi, aud lips, white, in short 
a dealh-hke appearance is presented, and 
is convinced of her approaching death. 

Respiration .said to be difficult by the 
patient, but takes a full inspiration without 
psin or couglirog. 

Bowels are always rather Ioosp, with dark, 
fuelid, cadaverous, frothy discharges, and it 
is remarkable that on each motion the pa- 
tieut expresses herself relieved, an admis¬ 
sion never made at any other lime in this 
formidable disease. 

Urine dark coloured, or diminished, or 
no ammouucal swell, deposits a brown sedi¬ 
ment, is voided often though scanty, and 
roost generally with pain, occasionally not 
mentioning it, though it is known to be 
taking place from the evinced pain. 

Breath faiut aud cadaverous. 

Extremities natural heat, occasionally 
colder. 


CASF3 or 

ARM- PRESENT ATf<IN AMI F.VOLITION. 
.SyG . Cooi'tR, Est/., Surgeon x Brentford . 

To the Editor of The I.\nc*t % 

Sir,—I n fourteen years obstetric prar* 
lice, many case* of arm-presentation have 
of course occurred, iu all of which I have 
b-t-ti able to turn with threo exceptions: 
and on oue of those I need not dwell, it 
having been » twin-case. The presentation 
of the first child wav natural; but from the 
moment tin? membranes broke with the 
Secoud, and the arm came down, the pains; 
were incesaeur, and in spite of every effort 
to torn, the rib* protruded, and the child 
was thus thrust into the world doubled-up 
usit were. 1 proceed, therefore, to give n 
short history of two eases of urm-presenta¬ 
tion, iu which I found it impossible manually 
to turn. 

If you consider them of sufficient prac¬ 
tical importance to merit a place in Tine 
La Kerr, they are much ut your service, aud 
1 seud them without comment. 

I ain. Sir, your very obedient Servant, 
(jeu. Coorxn. 

Nov. 21, 1850. 


Case 1.—Is thatofUrsra Howard, which 
occurred in November 1818. The patient 
was then forty-five years old, and was iu 
labour with her fifteenth child. Introduc¬ 
tory pains commenced on Saturday, and 
Mrs, Brown, a midwife, was in attendance. 

I ln- pains continued io return ut iuteivals 
until Tuesday evening, when, as the labour 
proceeded but slowlv, and the patient's sen¬ 
sations wore peculiar, the midwife requested 
that I might he sent for. The impressiou 
ou the patient's raiud was. that she should 
have twins. Upon examination 1 found 
that, the membranes were not broken. On 
Wednesday the midwife again sent to me, 
and now I discovered the arm presenting, 
and so firmly wedged in, that the child 
could nut be turned. J iimained with Mrs. 

I Inward until two o'clock ou the morning of 
Thursday, w hen all attempts at turning w ere 
perfectly useless, the child bein,; so firmly 
embraced by the uterus, that the hand could 
not bo intioduced in utoro, without the 
utmost risk of luceraiing the organ. The 
pains bad been strong and frequent, they 
now began to diminish both iu frequency 
aud power; but still, eveu in the interval 
from pain, the uterus embraced the child so 
X 2 
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•i to pw«£ introduction or the hood. 
Her couut*wfc»c* became anxious, the waa 
restless, thrrw berwlf about with a degree 
of involuntary jactitation; her nervous sys- 
tW WnhtiWIie, aud although she had hud 
fourteen children previously, and had never 
evinced any apprehension, she now ex- 
~““ied the strongest fear that she ahould ( 


iweeaed 

die. 


tracted wot the uterus, that the conse- 
tjiiences, 1 conceive, must have been fatal. 

In this css* as in the former, tire practical 
object seemed to he, to alter the position of 
the child by relaxing the state of the uterus ; 
and with that view, 1 pur*urn 1 wry nearly 
the same means os thoae 1 adopted in Mrs. 
Howard's case, and with equal success. 

1 put this patient a(« 0 into a warm bath; 
Reflecting upon the case physiologically, directly she was in the water, ! took twelve 
I felt convinced, that if 1 could only pro*; ounces of blood from the arm, and gave her 
duce a relaxed state of the uterus, no diffi- j 60 drops of laudanum. 1 waited a quarter of 
cully muld exist in deliverin'; this woman ; Inn hour, and no decree of faintness was 
and with the view of producing this relax- \ induced ; 1 therefore loosened the !»;<*, and 
, ation, l took twelve ounces of blood from j took twelve ounces more blood. She now 
the arm, gave her tinct. opii git. i.,«nd put complained of fceliug rather faint, ami 1 tied 
her into a warm bath at 98 degiers, in i up the aim. 

which Bhe remained three quarters of tm j from the moment of going into the both, 
hour. the pain ceased. When sh« had been in 

All pain went off in the hath, and syn-; about twenty minutes, immediately niVr the 
cope was nearly induced, but she never quite j second bleeding, syncope was Approaching; 
fainted; she was put into bed again, cud ? 1 tht-refare directed the attendants to liA - 
expressed herselfas feeling very comfortably. | her out of the bath* and from motives of 
The pulse, which before the employment of | delicacy 1 just stepped into an adjoining 
these means waa quick and initable, now | n.,>ni, during her removal to the bed; hit l 
became leas frequent, soft, ami round: she j was directly called hack, and with a faint 
asked for gruel, and to be allowed to remain voice ehe said, "Sir, the child is being 
quiet. . {bornand true enough, the means eni- 

flaving been up that night and the pre-1 p!oy>d had produced a relax,thou of the 
ceding, 1 laid down, and requested the mid-J muscular structure of the uterus. '.S/>oi,. 
wife to call me directly pain came on, or| taneous evolution had taken place, if that 
when either she or the patient required my j can be called spontaneous which was in- 
assistance. ‘meed by art, the arms had receded, and the 

!So pam, however, did come on; the .head had descended, and the child was born 
uterus became relaxed, while the patient j without the pat.rnt being conscious that aim 
w-as dozing; spontaneous evolution took j had pain. The child waa a aiill-horn male, 
place; and at tour o’clock, two hours after, at the lull period. The mother did ex¬ 
alte hud been hied, put into the warm hath, j treniely well, ami recovered without one 
and given the opium, the feet came down i bi.d symptom, and baa lately been (routined 
instead of the arm; and with two or three ! again, 
continuous slight pains, the child followed i ——— 

without the least difficulty, even before 1; 
got into the rocm—a still-horn male child at j 
the lull period. Tbe mother did quite well,» 
and is now living. j 


l.ATE IMtU'I.81 AT IIAMl'Torv. 


To the Editor of Tux Ls.vcir. 
Sin,—A? some of ray friends have ira- 
Cask 2.—On the I full March, I8tf9,1 was ■ w "«»tof professional 

requested by a midwife in this town to see I J k , ,, J , 1,^' llarn l >lou prucliiitmcr, 
Mrs. Ann Lee. aged 24. who was in labour , ' a I le *' 1 ob ‘‘ged by your informing them 
will, her third child. She had been in labour ( vy ,,lV f* pc< ' °* “bode is /davorth , and nut 
uix-and-thirty hou/s. How long the mem-1 ■ | w, / rfw< * 1 should not have troubled yon 

with ihi*< letter, had not various reports been 
cirnihijed in dilh<rent quarters, highly pro 


lurry hou/s. How long the mem 
branes had given way 1 could not ascertain, 
hut 1 found both arms presenting, which 
were much swoIIcmj, and must have been 
firmly impacted many hours. 

r lliB woman's sufferings were unusually 
•evere; her pains were very strong; aud io 
the intervals, every attempt to turn was 
quite unavailing. The uterus seeuied spas¬ 
modically contracted upon the child; for, 
not only on examination per vrrginam, hut 
upon feeling it through the abdominal j.n- 
rietes, it never appeared to relax in »{,« 
least when the pains went off. Had i 
uttempted to turn per tint, so rigidly con* 


judicial to my professional character aud 
reputation. Although 1 bear the same name, 
1 am in no way connected, either by family 
or otherwise, with the gentleman whose, ob¬ 
stetric conduct was the subject of inquiry at 
tne late inquest »t Hampton; nnd J must 
»<id, that I neither did nor du approve of his 
treatment of the ense, or tbs bungling and 
Same defence of bis friends unc! witnesses. 

I remain, Sir, 

Vour obedient humble Servant, 
W.s. Kowew, M.R. c.y. 
luletronb, Nov. u, ihuu, 
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REVOLUTION IN MEDICAL POLITICS. 


THE LANCET. 

iM&m, Saturday, Nmemtm tt, 18J0, 

Tt were idle to discuss the defect* ia tie 
existing medical corporations, unless with o 
view to their general improvement. If dip 
construction of the Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeons and the Company of Apo¬ 
thecaries be suited to the temper, tin 
knowledge, and the wants, of the preseni 
advanced period of society,—let them stand ; 
ns they are, undisturbed, unmolested. On 
the contrary, if these institutions he go 
verned upon principles the most odious, 
liar row-minded, and illiberal,—calculated to 
cieate constant dissensions, distract the at¬ 
tention of professional men from their sci¬ 
entific pursuits, and to retard the progress oi 
that kuowledgo which they were founded t- 
promote, then it behoves every well-directed 
mind to exert the whole of its energies mac 
faculties to effect their amelioration or de¬ 
struction. In a “ certuin house'* we hear 
it announced, that M restoration,” not “ re¬ 
volution,” is the order of the day; a send 
meat promulgated curiously enough by men. 
whose measures for the last thirty years hart 
had such a revolutionary tendency, that Eng¬ 
land, now almost from one end to the oilier, 
teems with incendiaries. We shall not, in 
this place, pronounce any opinion upon the 
rationality or the propriety of the term 
“ restoration," when it ia applied to thi 
political institutions of this country; but wt 
hesitate not to say, that it is calculated to di 
little more than elicit a smite, if such an 
emendaiory term be applied to the medical 
corporations founded by Henry VIH. and 
Jambs I. Whenever those persons, who have 
a little more foresight than their neighbours, 
attempt any great work of improvement, tin- 
corrupt leaven of Bomeofour 1 * ancient" »nd 
venerable institutions is aure to rise into 
terrific appearances, to the sad affright of 
the feeble-minded of both sexes. •' Revo* 


latioft 1 ' » over tho watchword 
mpttoniatt. fiat great improve*^ 
wm ever effected without more or lest of 
revolution 1 The incorporation of the bar¬ 
bers with the surgeons was a «ad revolution 
for the barbers; and doubtless the subse¬ 
quent separation of the sorgeons from the 
barbers was a fortunate revolution for tha 
surgeons. The establishment of the College 
if Physicians by Henry Y1U. was a com¬ 
plete revolution in medical policy. The 
decision of the House of Lords in the case 
if Rose and Searle, was another revo¬ 
lution ; for, until that period, no person in 
London, if he were not a Fellow, or a 
Licentiate of the College of Physicians, 
could visit and prescribe, without being 
amenable to the consequences of a penal 
statute. The passing of the Apothecaries 
\ci, ao lately as lOlh, was another revo¬ 
lutionary measure. For if we are to take 
the decisions of the judges, as the indis¬ 
putable law of the land, that act has wrested 
from the members of the College of Sur¬ 
geons nine-tenths of their rights; more¬ 
over, there was the less ground for passing 
, that Act, because in die Charter of tho 
College of Physicians and Surgeons there 
were powers sufficient, had they been put in 
force, to have protected the public from the 
radices of incompetent medical pretenders, 
j What a farce is it, therefore, to refrain from 
measures of improvement, lest they should 
lead to " revolution !” We contend, then, 
fearlessly, that unless the present system of 
medical government be radically and en¬ 
tirely changed, the members must continue 
iu a station far below thut Which they are 
entitled to hold by tbeir talenta and llieit 
usefulness, and that the public wity never 
derive those great advantages from the cul¬ 
tivation of the science of medicine which 
it has a just right to expect. The first 
object of every wise government has always 
been to secure the health of the people, 
without which there is no strength ; for, al¬ 
though " knowledge is power," it would bo 
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of a very harmlesskind, in ft national sense, j tie House, The royal colleges baring 
if it badnot for the ready instruments of the j failed to discharge their duty to the public, 
will, well-formed bone and vigorous muscle, [they have hew actively engaged inamolher- 
In all ages, the professors of the healing art | ing inquiry, by rendering intricate and ob- 
have been reverenced, alike by the learned ! acure all those subject* in which they hare 
and the vulgar; Mach a on and Podilkrics jbeen interested, all those abuses by the ex- 
wernerra deified. Nothing but apathy orjistence of which they have acquired their 
ignorance could induce any government to ill-gotten wealth. 

neglect the interests of the professors of ° Restoration,'’ then, ii not what will satisfy 
such a science as that of medicine, consider- the members of the profession in the present 
ing the incalculable advantages which they day. There must be a revolution in medical 
nre capable of conferring upou the commu- government, or the change cannot, will not, 
nitv. The manner in which medicine has satisfy, the just demands either of the pro- 
been neglected in this country, speaks lit- fession or of the public. Is it likely that the 
tie for the wisdom of our ancestors. In (charters which were framed three hundred 
troth it cannot he denied that, eren of late years since, are suited to the intelligence 
years, parliament has, on every occasion, aud demands of the present day 1 Resides, 
evinced a most culpable negligence in ull in most of the old charters, the petitioners 
matters concerning the welfare of the medi- included all who were to be affected by it, 
cul profession. Every'medical subject has or whose interests were to be advanced; 
been discussed with impatience ; with that hut iu the modern charters, the commonalties 


sort of anxiotv which denoted that even have been carefully excluded from partici- 
ikviking on such a matter was not unaecom- paling in corporate privileges. Thus, in 
partied with mental suffering. Who can have the charter which was granted to the Col- 
forgotten the miserable exhibition in the lege in Lincoln's Inn Fields by bis Majesty 
House of Commons, when the late Anatomy Gxoiige 111., the petitioners and their 
Bill was brought forward ? With the ex- successors were permitted to fill up all the 
cepiion of Mr. Hume, Mr. Wa n burton, vacancies in their own body, thus constitut- 
and two or three other members, it would ing the Council a svlf-perpetuating engine, 
appear that the honourable gentlemen bad in controlling the movements of which the 
taken pains to signalize themselves by ut- commonalty were to b»v© no share. The 
tering the most contemptible common*place members, therefor®, form no part of the 


trash that ever was heard in a rational j body corporate. Strange members, indeed ! 
assembly. The hill itself was avowedly | It is a body without head, heart, or extre- 
frained to prevent a repetition of the crimes j mities. The influence of Lliese corporations 


that were committed at Edinburgh by Burk overrainds not strengthened by fixed liberal 
ami his hellish associates. The circum- principles, is exceedingly great, and few men 
stance that led to those crimes, was the ho far resist the temptation* to which they 
readiness with which cash could be obtained are subjected within the walls of iniquity, 
for the murdered bodies. But in the yrc- as to retain a character for independence 
ventire anatomy bill there was no mention and integrity, if they have tbe misfortune 
of any penalty, not even of the smallest fine, to accept office with so excellent a lestimo- 
or of the shortest imprisonment, to be in- nial of worth. The impartial and honest 
Aided upon persons who should be detected mind is assailed by every species of bribery, 
in carrying on the barbarous truflic in hu- The allurements of gold, and the fasciim- 


»:«i fb^h. Thus it has been, with every j tious of the sumptuous fea-l, ore ever ready 
medical question, in the House and out of j for its eDSii&'ement. Mr. Carmichael of 
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the Dublia College, after haring lent, for some account of the chatters which Kira 
too many yean, the reputation of his name been granted from time to time for the go¬ 
to the tyrannous misdeeds of his colleague*, vernment of this College, The tea ier will 
ha*, st last, manfully and honourably re* find it well worthy of his attention; for hs 
signed his seat, flung off the robes of office, must not forget that it is our object to 
and left a corporation of which he could not show, First,—That medical enactments bare 
longer have continued on acting member, nerer been founded upon a knoVledge of 
without utter ruin to his reputation. Until the wants, the utility, or the respectability, 
the recent manoeuvres of bis unworthy coad* of the profession; and, Secondly, That ws 
jutors, lie was not, probably, aware of the should apply our best energies to esta- 
pernicious practices of the College to which i.liak a college, in whish all branches of 
lie belonged; but the late attempt to compel the profession may meet as one united 
all candidates for the diploma to undergo brotherhood, 
the ordeal of an apprenticeship to those 
who, while they signed the indentures with 

one hand, were pocketing the fees with the joiin long, the slaughterer. 

oiher, «o completely unmu.ked lhc flimsy Wp m nnien u necessity of announcing 
pretension, to public spirit, of those wlio were t|mt lHl imU(il i oa i hMnot ylt been token 
enacting such base regulations, that Mr .Can- ialoMilodyi though we hare been given to 
MiojAKLbecamefuUyaennbleofthedegrad* u uderttsnc!, from undoubted authority, that 
iu s society in which he ctood, and instantly he waiting in Regent Street 

rest,Iced, by one honourable .If p, to quit it wiUlin fc* days. In whose hands in 
forever. We bare notyetseenthetewCl.tr. w ,„, nt plac ed, aI11 i howia it that the 
ter of the Irish College of Surgeons, but it ma gj at r,tes jo interfere! If an humble 
ronnot be worse than that which was framed [ c dividutl, nnmsocinted with: marquesses 
fnr the government of ibo College in Lin- aad ] or ,] a< were under the charge of man- 
eolu’s inn Fields, sn institution which still s | aogb(er fo r the second time, upon the 
esisls, to the shame and disgrace of the pro- fwdict of a coroner’s jury, he would not 
fesaioti, We are utterly at a loss to under- b(! allored to wait the streets with im- 
stnnd why there should be sorb variations pBoily rbi , of justice is loud in its 
in the Charters of the London, Dublin, and deiBaml „ p0 „ Captain Ltovo to show nei- 
Scotch Colleges. We cannot percetre that j tll ,, r 1Jlf rc) , a0 r favour to the slayer of his 
any advantages remit from the institution of | lvlle , Lox ,„ we understand, has retained 
such dissimilar laws for the government of l M( , eers . .\i.lh and Phiiups, the couusel 
aocielies of gentlemen, all occupied in the wbo were opposed to him in the late prose¬ 
same pursuit,-the cultivation of the aci- w « ere told that the fellow lies 

eoce of medicine. At any rate, if we are j wrium „ Mr . Worn veil, the goreruor of 
In bare one comprehensive t law for the jugate, to know if lie can be acoommo- 
government of the whole profession, the datB j wilb ,,, t , rJT1 . IPinaKn again! 
Charter of the London College of Surgeons lf jt b( , pMaiblfi t)le im pu dence of the 
must not be token for the model. It ori- ^,^1, au overmatch for bin ignorance, 
ginateil with the shavers; it had, truly, a 
barbarous origin ; but its enactments are not 

more contemptible, than are the feeling# and Mu. Ciuntf.s Bell, late professor of 
the principles of the individuals by whom it Physiology and Clinical Surgery in the Lou¬ 
is supported. In our next number wo shall don University, no longer fills sny chair in 
compress into aa short a space ns possible, that institution. 
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SUMMARY OF 

THE WOUNDED AT PARIS. 

In our notice last week of Meniere’* 
History of the Hotel Dieu .during and after 
the late revolution, we were compelled to 
omit the following summary of the wound¬ 
ed who were admitted at the Parisian Hos¬ 
pitals, but as it is a report of some interest 
w^ now give it, \Ve have already noticed 
the particulars furnished from the above 
hospital, but repeat it here in order to mute 
the list complete. 

At the Hotel Dim there were admitted 
:'»!><> wounded, of whom 1HJ died. 10 of them 
during the first three days after their admis¬ 
sion; the wouuds were in general very se¬ 
vere ; more thun a huudreii fractures were 
observed, in thirty-four cases of which am¬ 
putation was performed. 

At the Charitc lt>5 were admitted, of 
whom 50 died ; of fi:ucu cases where am¬ 
putation wus performed, seven only teruii- 
xstred successfully. 

At St . Louis, of I.V2, 39 died; six or 
sewn secondary amputations were perform¬ 
ed, but iu ore case only with success. 

At ike Pitie, of 108 wounded, not more 
than nine died ; a result which is far more 
favourable than has been obtained any-where 
else, except, we believe ,at tho (i ros Caillou; 
it is, however, in some degree accounted for 
by the circumstances, that amongst the J08 
wounded there were only six fractures, not! 
that only two amputations were perforated; 
besides this, n a rent many woumted were 
taken immediately from the field of but'li* to 
the Hotel Diet. 1 , when* their wound' having 
been drained, those who were able to be 
ronieyed to more distant hospitals were 
immediately sent away, and of these about 
sixty were admitted at the I'itie. 

At tlie Hofiittil Jieaujon d; 1 were received, 
31 of whom died ; this mortality is in some 
degree explained by the very murderous 
fighting which took place in the immediate 
neighbourhood of this hospital during the 
retreat of the troop*. Owing to this c ircu in¬ 
stance. twelve of the wounded d»ed iminedi 
ntelr alter their admission, ami in the above 
eighty-nine cases thirteen amputation* were 
performed. 

The Hop da l .Writer took iu .17 wounded; 
five of whom died immediately nf*er i!,#Tr 
entrance, and eight iu the com/e of t.ie £<-*•. 
twenty.four hours. Three amputation:, 
only were performed. 

At the In at rubles Jew met He /« Hue tk 
Sevres 14 were aiimitud, our of whom (lieu 
dining the first Icrty-ei^ii*. hour.',, one ol 
whom was young Vuntu-au of the Poly¬ 
technic -School. 


The (Mtrc Sainte Marie and the large 
hall of the court of commercial law (vbIIb 
d’audience de Vancien iribunul de com¬ 
merce) received 127 wounded, hut 75 were 
soon removed. Of the 52 remaining 14 
have died, all of them before the 4th of 
August; one amputation only was per¬ 
formed. 

The Hospice d'Enghien took in 10, all of 
whom recovered. 

At the Hopital Carhin nine wern ad¬ 
mitted*, and six others were distributed 
amongst lb* Hospice du Laroche fox call, 
Enfant Ma lades, etc. 

The total number of wounded admitted at 
the civil hospitals at Paris amount* accord¬ 
ingly to 121)0. of whom 304 died. 

The information regarding the “ Ambit- 
lances,” which were immediately established 
in diiTeieut quarters of the town, arc of 
course rather incomplete ; the following 
may, however, be considered na coming very 
near the truth. 

At an “ambulance” near tho A’w des 
Ppramides , 170 wounded were received, 
150 of whom were subsequently sent to the 
hospitals: the wounds were comparatively 
slight, and no amputation was performed. 

At the " Passage de Saumm” t*» were 
received, most of Uirm only to have their 
wounds dr-ssed ; none of them died, though 
some wounds were rather of a dangerous 
kind. 

The Exchange u'-ko became an asylum for 
the wounded, 75 of whom were admitted 
there ; 18 were subsequently sent to the 
hospitals; of the 27 remaining, two with 
wounds of joints are in a h qieleas stale, tho 
: others are recovered. 

In addition to these, ab;>ut -KW wounded 
| were temporarily admitted ut the lint**! Dieii, 

; as we mentioned in our account lust week, 

: who, niter their wounds hail been dressed, 

: w«:e conveyed home, or even u turned to 
: the field of battle; and lastly, a great unru¬ 
lier of wounded were attended at home. So 
| that adding their uvcrtige number to that of 
I the nduiiiaion* at the civil hospitals imd the 
| ambulaueea, the whole number ul‘the wound- 
! ed would amount i» about VOdO. 

• T im exact number admitted ot the tnili- 
jtary hospitals b not known j but it seems 
. that it did not exceed Sot). Th« mortality 
ut the military hospitals is reported to havu 
been extremely small, which seem* to he 
1 '-.ependent on two cause*; first, because the 
« eitixtns were, especially at the commence¬ 
ment, lustily arund, and indicted but slight 
, v.outiiU; and secondly, because of the sol- 
jdiers previously admitted ot the civil hospi- 
Uais, all those who were able to be conveyed 
were, from the. 10th of August, sent to tha 
military hoNpAoU, the idative mortality of 
! which roust, by this circumstance, 
i accordingly been much lessened. 
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The number of billed on tlie field of battle 
amounts to about AIK), of whom 125 were 
exposed nt the Morgue, and the rest were 
buried ; the total ascertained number of the 
kilted amounts consequently to 700, and that, 
of the “ mis bora de combat,” to about 3000. 

From these data, it appears that the re¬ 
ports circulated immediately after the “ three 
(lays,” were much exaggerated; we fear, 
however, that when the above calculations 
are completed by the. authorities, the three 
days will prove to have been much more dis¬ 
astrous thun would appear from M. M6uiereV 
statement; the number of the wounded who 
Were treated at home is evidently too small; 
ami in that of the killed, those whose bodies 
were thrown iuto the Seiue, etc., do not 
seem to be included. 


dr set-NCt’T.rs on r. vines worm. 

In a former number of The Lancet we 
gave a short account of a medical school ui 
Abou-Zabelin the neighbourhood of Cairo, 
under the superintendence of a French phy¬ 
sician, M. Clot, who has lately published a 
report on the institution, and the hospital 
attached to it. We hope soon to lay an ex¬ 
tract of it before our readers, and shall mean¬ 
while give me of the rases of drivuuculm- 
observed by M. Clot, and reported in the 
JjtnetUe Fumy use. 

Case 1. A negro of Darfur, setat. 25, t, 
soldier in the Egyptian army, was admitted 
on the 2 m<I of April, 1825, with a painiu: 
swelling of the scrotum, accompanied t»\, 
fever; he was hied and an emollient poultici 
was placed round tho scrotum; alter about 
ten days an abscess had formed ou the rigid 
aide of the scrotum, which having been 
opened and a small quantity of purulent 
serum evacuated, a dracunrulus showed i< 
self at the wound, four inches of it were 
immediately extracted, and toiled over n 
piecis of plaster ; the extraction was repeal¬ 
ed daily, so that on the 10th the whole 
worm, twenty-three inches in length, was 
extracted. 

Cask 2 . A neero boy was admitted on the 
12th of Alay, 11125,with ptvalism and a pain¬ 
ful tumour nt the apex of the tongue, the 
gums were swelled and blending. After a 
careful examination of the mouth a small 
fluctuating tumour was discovered near the 
liuoutn lingual, which was opened, and dis¬ 
charged, with a small quantity of purulent 
serum, part of a drstuneolufl, which was 
seized, and without any difficulty extracted, 
it was four inches iu length. After a few 
days under tho use of an emollient gargle, 
the patient was perfectly cured. 

Cask X—A negro, twenty years of ag«\ 
rain© to the hospital ou the 8th of Juuv, 


1845, with a swelling and violent pain in 
the penis; it was at first taken for a typbi- 
litic affection, but on closer examination a 
dracunoulns was found encircling the penis ; 
it very much resembled an inflamed vein, 
and caused much paiu along the spermatic 
chord. Under the use of an emollient poul¬ 
tice, a vesicle formed at the parts behind 
the glans, opened on the 18th, and dis¬ 
charged about half an inch of a dracun- 
culus which was fixed to some sticking- 
plaster, and slowly extracted ; this caused, 
however, such violent pain, that the ex¬ 
traction was not completed before the 1st of 
July, although the whole length of the worm 
did not exceed five inches and a half. 

Case 4.—-W., an Arab soldier, thirty 
years of age, was admitted on the 40lh Oct. 
with inflammatory swelling of the left leg, 
which was very painful, ffcc. He was bled, 
and as M. Clot suspected, a dracunculus 
was perceived, though lie was unable to trace 
it; the leg was covered with a poultice, 
and after ten day'3 a vesicle formed at the 
outer ancle was opened, and from it part of 
the dracunculus extracted and fixed to a 
piece of sticking-plaster; on the 5th of 
November it unfortunately broke; the pu¬ 
rulent discharge however continued, and 
mother abscess soon formed about four 
inches above the first, from which cnother 
portion of the worm was extracted. On the 
23d the extraction seemed to be complete, 
the inflammation in the leg had also sub- 
sided, and the patient was discharged well 
m the 15th of December. Ou the 23d, 
However, he returned with pain in the ham, 
from which, within six days, ten inches of 
the worm were extracted. From this time 
the patient remained perfectly well. 

:\1» Clot sms it was impossible for him to 
decide whether the three pieces belonged 
to one worm only, or formed three distinct 
worms. 

In tho year 1822, M. Dump, the chief 
medical officer of the Egyptian army, treat¬ 
ed at the hospital of Soutau about -WO in¬ 
dividuals affected with dracunculus, and at 
last caught the disease himself on the left 
hand ; the first symptoms, he says, were n 
painful itching on the dorsal surface; he is 
of opinion that the frequency of dracun- 
cuius dates only from the above year, and 
was communicated to the Arabs and Egyp¬ 
tians by negroes. Hu believes iu the imme¬ 
diate contagion of the worm, and quotes as 
a proof his frequent observation of dogs, 
wlui became affected with it after having 
ean n the poultices from patients with dra- 
cuuculits. 

Cask 5.—M. Dot, French teacher in the 
service of the l'licbn, became affected with 
dracunculus in 1821; ii began with a small 
vesicle over the metatarsal hones of the first 
and second lot* of the right foot; it was sur- 
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rounded by qn intense redness, and caused 
a very painful itching. Alter a fortnight, 
the pain became so violent as to render 
M. Dot incapable of any exertion; the vehi¬ 
cle having broken, the worm become risible, 
and seven inches of it were extracted with 
excruciating pain, but without being follow¬ 
ed by any diminution of the symptoms. 
After a short time another vesicle formed 
over the outpr ancle; from this a dracun- 
culns eleven inches in length was ex¬ 
tracted, and under the application of poul¬ 
tices, two more abscesses opened over the 
tentio Achilhs, from which two worms were 
drawn out, the one two, the other of twenty- 
four inches in length. The indammation of 
the leg, however, continued, and became 
even alarming; the swelling increased, the 
pain was very violent, and accompanied by 
intense fever, so that it was feared ampu¬ 
tation would become necessary. A large 
number of deep incisions were made at the 
places from whore the worms issued, and a 
quantity of bloody and purulent matter was 
evacuated with the remains of worms, the 
greater portion of which had been partly 
extracted. Of the two first worms, about 


powerful bond of an honourable undff* 
standing, tbe proceeding* of a body of pupils 
at Aldersgate School, which they had been 
permitted to consider as of a purely domes¬ 
tic character, have been rashly exposed to 
the public. The following letter, puipbrt- 
iug to furnish a statement of these proceed¬ 
ings. appeared in tlw last number of the 
Medical Gazette. 

“ Alderxgate*Street School.—Mr. King- 

“ To the Editor of the Jjondon Medico! 
Gazette. —Sir, As an interested party iu the 
following proceedings Have expressed their 
intention of Addressing a most impartial 
statement to the editor of a publication ever 
recognised by its patronage of falsehood and 
vituperation, I should he greatly favoured 
by tiia following statement appearing in your 
Gazette for Saturday, Nov. gOth instant. 

** 1 remain, Sir, 

“ A Friend to Candour and Truth, 
u * Notice .—A General .Meeting of the 
Pupils of the Medical School, Aldorsgato 
Street, will take place in the Anatomical 
Theatre, Thursday, JLUh November, for the 


four inches only were found to have been | purpose of presenting their late teacher, 
left, of the third seven, nnd of the fourth j T. King, Esq., with some mark of their 
two. After this time M.Dot completely re- j respect. C. 13lair, Secretaiy.’ 


covered. { “ Agreeablv to this notice, a meeting took 

InIBSO, Mehmrf AI. K ntM<.ip P <l,no n Wa 6 ltll0 ,< B , Mr. Riley in 

to Cordoba, where M. M.rdoch., phv««n» { be c |,„; r . A slMe S „f U ,e purport of 
to the bnd officer of ibe irrope, remained llu , bv Mr Blair |, tvi „ bepn 

for three year.. During fhe farar two years, j mg de the object, mlcm .•«?««, was «- 
no coso of draciinculu. wa. eternal; '“>jap„d to becarrinl. A spinlod diacua. 
■ho course of ibe tlnrd, bowerer, after rery; WM c „„ sf( uen „. f Kclr th 
hey ram, nearly the fourth part.of the j „f ,i, e Ssihont ,i gnoruot upon wliit urine .pie, 
troops bocaroo aflected with it, .oil M. Mar-! tbpr r , qu . 5ttd t0 i' rKard Mi „,„ t ; ott 
dncbi himself got it bitwontj -eight .til. .rent jn v - b j c jj , bev , wrrt . perfectly uruutereated, 
places, which, according to the statement ■. dec [ ut . d ii,. ulS ,l V os adverse. Tiielollow- 
ot the oattves, is unprecedented, i" a letter j, „ u , n „, Ml hv y uiu , 

to M. Clo, he stale, tli.1 before ibe begin-; , u(l fartwd uni uilnou.lv by them - 
„m s of the disease he was sflerted with ■>, ... Ae»/rt 1 o#.-Tb.t,M. ? cwon( Mr. 

unpleasant itching and slight swelling o the t!ie pU[li |, of ASderaetlc SttBct .Medical 
leg. on winch, alter about twenty days, j St . hw)1 do lint consider It expedient to p,e- 
siua l sad verr paurtu! tumours, like tar-', aucll maMmony,' - 
nucles, formed, which, under the use r»f | 

poultices, opened, and gave issue to parts of • * r *‘ a * hiatnrv, of which this letter con- 

worms which were fixed and gradually ex-i ta ’ ns 8 ver F c *' ln,l *y nmniateroent, mav be 
tracted ; four, however, broke, and this ac- j * 0 ^ * n a few words. .Some pupils of tho 


cident was followed hv excruciating pain 
and such inieure inflammation, that twice 
gangrene was produced, and it was not till 
after four months that the wounds healed. 
All the worms were in the lower extremi¬ 
ties except one, which formed over the 
coccyx. 


A LIjERSO ATF.-ST RF.l.T S< flOOl..—-MR. KING. 

To the Editor of The Lanui, 
Sin,—By a breath,—not. indeed of any 
expressed" compact,—-but of the far more 


School,—to whom I am far from imputing it 
ns a cause of reproach that their discretion 
Appear* to have been no match for their ge¬ 
nt rosity,—convened a meeting of the whole 
body, lor the purpose of presenting their 
late teacher, T. King, Esq., with some mark 
of their respect. In the terms of their ad¬ 
vertisement, tlm pi ejectors of the meeting 
confounded two very distinct classes of pu¬ 
pils—those to whom Mr. King had been a 
teacher, and those to whom Air. King whs 
an Absolute si ranger. When the meeting 
assembled, 1 took nn early opportunity of 
dwelling on this fundamental and obvious 
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error, and I strove to gitisfy my fellow* 
pupil*, who had not had the ad vantage of 
Mr. King's instructions, that the original 
ieaolution, if they agreed to it, would em- 
body not only aa untruth, but a downright 
absurdity. At what rate, 1 asked, did we 
value our own feelings—at what rate would 
Mr. King value the expression of those 
feelings, if they were to be carried in the 
shape of a token of gratitude for favours 
which we never received—foT personal ci¬ 
vilities from one in whose presence we 
never had the hippiness to stand 1 A mark 
of kindness to Mr. King from those who do 
not know him, can only deteriorate, when I 
it is combined with a testimony of respect 
from those who do. 

Such were the natural considerations to 
which I called the attention of my fellow- 
pupils, and I have no wish to conceal that 1 
felt a repugnance to concur in any demon¬ 
stration of partiality (particularly remem¬ 
bering the lime and the circumstances under 
which it was solicited) to a gentleman who 
accidentally stood in the relation of prede¬ 
cessor to Mr. Qurin, left the world should 
suspect tbit our estimation of the latiei 
gentlemau wanted Bny-thing of being com¬ 
mensurate with Ilia high character and ac¬ 
complishments. But we urged these con¬ 
siderations partly in vain, and we were 
forced to a measure which was only objec¬ 
tionable, as it is usually the expedient of 
hostility—an hostility not certaiuly felt on 
this occasion. An amendment was framed 
on the moment, atid although it was hastily 
written on the tailing of the theatre where 

, . , •. * i ._ .v„ r__i:_ 


of the pupila, including, at far as can be as¬ 
certained, the whole of the pupils who voted 
I for the amendment , so that i am justified ht 
concluding, that the character of friendship 
to the new pupila which the writer puts on, 
is an impoftture assumed for the occasion, 
and intended to facilitate some sinister de¬ 
sign. The strict concealment in which his 
name has been kept since the publication, 
in defiance of every legitimate attempt to 
discover it, confirms the suspicion that his 
purpose was not a good one. 1 appealed to 
] the justice of the editor of the Medical f?«- 
‘ zette, who declined to state the name of bis 


correspondent, although it could be proved 
that the writer had forfeited all claim to the 
protection which his obscurity affords him. 

In conclusion 1 beg to say, tLat for one, I 
shall ever oppose that system, of which the 
present, is a favourable example, of obtrud¬ 
ing upon the public attention names and 
transactions which have no adequate claim 
to such notice. I deem it to be a calamity 
of no ordinary mischief, that a set of school¬ 
boys in a corner of the city cannot, in the 
intermission of their taskB, enter into fami¬ 
liar counsel with one another for the insig¬ 
nificant purposes of the moment, without 
being puffVd into public characters, and their 
conversations swelled out into the import¬ 
ance of a debate. Above all, I lament that 
there should exist, amongst the journals of 
the time, a refuge to which anonymous 
malice and dissembling hostility may resort 
with success. It is u pity that youth should 
he encouraged to pul off that ingenuousness 

.... __ which is its romeliest attribute, and that m 

we. assembled, it fully describes the feelings i shooting against the blameless the arrows of 
and intentions of those who supported it. } its gratuitous apite, it can reckon upon a 
.« That this meeting, constituted of the | safe measure of protection and indemnity. 
Coneral body of the pupil# of the AUlersgate | 1 am, Sir, your obedh i.t servant, 

School, and convened for the purpose uf• 
presenting their late teacher, '1’. King, Esq., j 
with some mark of their respect, consider it 
inexpedient to entertain the proposition.’’ j 
The amendment, 1 need scarcely say, wus | 
carried. The distinction, you will observe, 


Tilt Bl Plt WHO MOVED 1HF, AMEND¬ 
MENT AT TUG A HU YE MEETING. 

Nov. 5MtU, 1830. 


between declining to “ entertain” a propo¬ 
sition, and refusing to grant what that pro¬ 
position requires, becomes the whole point 
of importance )u this case, and should satisfy j 
any person that the principle of it was left 
untouched. 

I should perhaps have been contented 
with tin; simple correction of the misstate- 

menta which the above letter contains, were . . . 

it not that the author, in his anonymous, cry may flourish ; that the most- ignorant 
character, demands a few words. A paper irony practise in spite of the Royal College 
has been signed within these few dnva si i of Physicians, and the Royal Colh-gv of 


pmvEn or the i.okdon coi.ir.nv op phy¬ 
sicians TO SUmtEN* QUACKEHY. 

To the Editor o/The Lancet. 

Sjr,— 1 wag much fimused will) the con¬ 
cluding part of Dr. KlIiotson’B clinical lec¬ 
ture in your Number 376, and desire your 
early insertion of the following observations 
upon it. The Doctor asserts, M that quack- 


our School, protesting against the letter, 
dtsclsiiniug all knowledge of its contents 
previously to its publication, and especially 
disavowing any participation in the spirit, 
the taste, or temper of the writer. This de- 
duration bears the signatures ol a large body 


Surgeons, and the worshipful Company of 
Apothecaries; that no one can touch such 
persons: no one can prevent their proceed¬ 
ings; tur of course those great bodies would 
do their duty to the public, if they had the 
power to interfere." 
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Tbia, air, ii an admission from a fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians which 1 
did not expect. Ia it really possible that 
tbia term-trotting Contabrian, this reuegado 
from Edinburgh, can be so little acquainted 
with the constitution of his Royal College 
as not to know, that its charter of incorpora¬ 
tion contains the most ample directions for 
the suppression of quackery. It appears to 
me, tlmt the royal founder established the 
College more for the extinction of empiri¬ 
cism, than for ail other purposes. The cele¬ 
brated charter begins thus 

“ lleury, by the grace of God, King of 
England and France, and Lord of Ireland, 
to all to whom these presetsts shall come 
greeting. Inasmuch as we consider it to be 
the duty of our langlv office to consult in 
every way the happiness of those who are 
suhjrct to our sway, and as this object 
would be most effectually attained by put¬ 
ting a seasonable check to the practices of 
the nicked, we have judged it particularly 
necessary to repress the audacity of bad 
men who profess medicine, more from ava¬ 
rice than from conscientious and laudable 
motives, whereby divers injuries are done 
to the ignorant and credulous people, we 
therefore, &c. &c„ do will and ordain, that 
there shall be established a perpetual Col¬ 
lege of grave and learned men, who may 
publicly practise medicine in our city of 
London and its suburbs, and within seven 
miles of that city in every direction ; and 
we trust that these for their own credit, und 
for the public goed, will take cam, as well 
by their own weight and example, to dis¬ 
countenance the ignorance and tire rashness 
of the beforc-nunuo’jed tvii-dhposed per¬ 
sons, as to purdah them by our laws lately 
promulgated, und by the regulations to be 
made b v the »ame College; und in order 
that this may the more easily b« accom¬ 
plished, we have granted to Dra. John 
Chambre, Thomas Limure, Ferdinand de 
Victoria,our pinfciciaq|,and .Nicholas llalse- 
well, John Francis, amt Robert Yoxley, 
physicians, that they and all other mem¬ 
bers t-f the same faculty of and in the afore¬ 
said city, shall become in fact and in name 
one body and perpetual commonalty or cul- 
lcge." 

Having given the above extract, I declare 
it to he a faithful translation from the origi¬ 
nal Latin, and now call upon l)r. hlliotsun, 
either to .acknowledge bis ignorance of the 
Coliege charter, or to inform an nbused 
aud indignant public, why the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Physicians coutinue to neglect the 
important duties confided to their cure for 
the general good of society. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

A Cf.Naon or the Fellows. 

Nov. 1,‘Jth, 1U30. 


LONDON HOSPITAL—HW. WALFORD AND , 
THE 1‘UI‘ILS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

. H Host kuew tld* water-fly? In 

onr fart conflict, four nut of live of W* wits weal 
halting off, nud now Up ia governed with one ; an 
dint if he have wit enough to keep himself warm. 
Id him hear it fur aditletence between hlnuelf mid 
hit horse.”—S hakbi'IUhk, 

Sir, —As Mr. Richards, “ whose ductile 
dullness uew meanders takes,” has not 
commuted puternity, but claims the last 
letter from the Loudou Hospital ns bit 
owu, be is entitled to aa extra portion of 
attention, and sha’l rereive renewed ac¬ 
knowledgments for the obligation he has 
Conferred, unassistedbv hisseveu-and-thirty 
collcogue*. 1 uo-where obteive that he 
resumes the subject of Mr. Heftdington’a 
conduct in opposing a medical coroner, 
because he disliked the candidate (fur that 
waa the alleged excuse] ; nor do 1 notice 
that he justini s his pat!on for his share in 
framing aud administering the laws of that 
College, of which, in the innocence of his 
heart, Mr. Richards with transport pro¬ 
claims he is about to become a member. 
There nre two enemies from whom all 
thinking men det-ire to bn protected. One ia 
an indiscreet frh-ud, and how much ought the 
Damon of Rroud Street to lament the good 
offices of the l’y thia»of Bethnal Green ! For 
without the devotion of the martyr of Ron* 
tier's Row, Mr. Jlendmgton might ere this 
have returned to his obscurity, and been 
remembered only us one ofilie disinterested 
receivers of examination fees. Tho other 
foe to a foolish man is himself, Who cau be 
severer on Mr. Richards than himself? 

If in after days his descendants desire to 
preserve from obbvion the fame of their 
ancestor, they will reprlut the last number 
of your Journal, which, if it endure os long 
as the Dunciod, and his letter be re- 
depnj'*d from tapers and defrauded pies,” 
.Mr. Richards will have done for himself 
what Pope did for Dennis; and Messrs. 
Riizard and lleadingtou—whose names now 
irfily lire on certificates and diplomas—will 
survive to posterity hand in hand with the 
hero of Uelhusl Green! 

Your Curreapondent complains of not 
comprehending my letter ; the fault ia his 
own—l am not ciiargeoble with his wnnt of 
intelligence. 1 say not so of him—he is ion 
intelligible to be mistaken ; the calibre of 
his understanding is indicated by tna inten¬ 
tion to purchase the College diploma, and 
gravt ly describing it ns an h mour. Rut 
perhaps Mr. Richurds ia a fool of Fortune ; 
such ineu are proverbially the favourites of 
the goddesa ; and, fur the future, tho cerli* 




SIR W, ilLl2AR&.- 

ficate ofduloMg will be the College diploma, 
until it con be obtained f »r ncthiug. He 
dwell* with peculiar complacency on his 
friend’s wearing a blue riband, aud, chuck- 
linjj with delight, demands if that savoured 
of fear: certainly not, hut it suvoured 
strongly of folly, anil was about as good a 
proof of independence as Malvolio’s cross 
garters or yellow stackings. Mr. Richards 
modestly suppresses the description of his 
own decoration. Who can be at a loss in 
conjecturing what should adnrn the summit 
of Mr. Hesdington’s apologist! What best 
befits the brows of Mr. Richards I have 
already decided : if, however,—unlike that 
quadruped whose longitude of ear compen¬ 
sates for the brevity of his caudal uppetid- 
age,—the gentleman should desire equality 
of honours for both his extremities, I re¬ 
spectfully suggest, that as his crest is a cap 
and bells, his motto, or tail-piece, may be, 

“ Sen*c,‘ speech, anil measure, living tongues, 
and dead, 

i.et alt g»*c way, and Richardt may be rend.’* 
1 remain Sir, yotir faithful servant, 

YVilmam Augustus WALionn. 

Nov. 20th, l83u. 


SIR WILLIAM SLIZARD. 

To the Editor of Tiir Lancet. 

Sir,—I would ask the benevolent gentle- 
mnn who wrote the letter inserted at page 
*JiM> of your number, wiiv he excludes 
Sir \V. Bli/.nul from the henetitof his excul¬ 
patory endeavours, seeing that the worth\ 
colleague of Sir W. has done nothing in the 
courso of a teasonabiy long life which was 
not worthy of the knight himself? 

1 bear Sir W. no more lave than does the 
.Samaritan who has thus poured oil nnd win* 
into the wounds of Mr. Heidington, yet 1 
should be sorry to ndd to the burden of the 
knight’s offences, bvsuffering him ton-mail, 
undefended from the imputation ot wrong 
ing the gentleman so feelingly alluded to a* 
44 the vouug m»u who was ill-used by' flit 
Hlixards.” Ihe facts are thes*. On the retire¬ 
ment of Mr. Thomas Wizard, the most 
accomplished Burgeon the London Hospital 
ever boasted, or probably will again, for one 
generation at least. Messrs. Heoduigton and 
Brampton churned the performance of a con¬ 
tract in favour of Hie latter, which these 
honourable pentlemin had enteictl into to 
“ dun down new-fledged merit that would 
rise, nud secure the return of Mr. I lead- 
iugton’s partner ns surgeon to the hospital. 
Sir W. took shame to imntolf for pngaging 
to render nil competition fruit lei's, and dis¬ 
interestedly threw the weight of his intercut 


CIGAR SMOKING. 3lt 

into ths preponderating scale of his own 
Wealthier apprentice. Such a compact ii 
were a virtue eveu in Sir W. to violate: it 
was a cousin german to the bond business of 
Bartholomew’s. 1 am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

T. 

November 7,1830. 


COLLEGIATE AVARICE. 


To the Editor of Tut . Lancet. 

_ Sir,—] am one of ten simpletons who, on 
Friday the 11th of tins present month of 
November, presented themselves for pluck¬ 
ing ot the College of Surgeons. For the 
illumination of future pigeons, allow me to 
inform them how, and in what manner, the 
farce called Examination cummenr.es. The 
scene opens, not with an anatomical ques¬ 
tion, not with a surgical inquiry, nut with 
an attempt to fathom the physiology of the 
examinee; but a request to be informed 
“ whether he has got his money with him, 
ami whether it is in puffer or gold l ” 

J was so disgusted with this abominable 
solicitude for their extortionate fees, that 
had it not been the desire of my friends that 
I should become a member of their mis¬ 
called college, i would have demanded my 
eertiiicates, rejected their examination, nnd 
mortified the vultures by taking away my 
“ notes or gold.” 1 am, £u\, 

A MtMUER or THE 
Collide or Surgeons. 
(This communication has been properly 
authenticated.—K d. L.j 


ST. IIARTIlOI.OMEW’ft HOSPITAL.—CIOAA 
SMOKING. 

—JL 

7i> //a Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir. —That your very valuable publica¬ 
tion, Tnr. Lamet, has produced many es¬ 
sential reformations iu our profession every 
one must allow, nor is it my wish to gainsay 
it; but »s a student of Bartholomew’s Hos¬ 
pital, 1 trust you will allow me to make a 
few remasks ou the b iter of a person sub- 
-cribiog himself “ A Pupil,’* iuseited in the 
Number of this week. 

On his "ms scribendi ’’ I shnl! make no 
comment, giving the numerous readers of 
your excellent hebdomudal publication, cre¬ 
dit for seme judgment in diftCiimiuating bt- 
iween the ii*tiw!iy elegant compositions iu 
111 e I am it, and the letter now before 
me, which m my opinion is u disgrace to a 



MXNDICAST MEDICAL IMPOSTOR. 


[tuMptid, Mi. U w w wa ioHljr i hwiw d. 
I that the rale* «ffood bteemnf andcMluAd 
society stile demstuhpd that lb am wb* 
were partis! to smoking should $r«fO tbtf 
“ pleasure” for tbs short prriod of eae boar 
I in th« twenty-four, rather than ofteud those 
to whom the practice night be objection¬ 
able. For the msunur in which thin good'* 
tempered observation was received by the 
class, 1 may fmrlv conclude Uiet the oh* 
noxious habit will be disooniinued. As my 
last letter was written tu a moment of irrita* 
non, I am willing to admit that l expressed 
myself in terms not altogether sppropriiite. 
Nothing can be further from my uilenuon 
than to east any imputation upon the cha¬ 
racters of my brother students, or to call iu 
question their claims (o the rank of gentle- 
men. in a word, I am proud of bemg a 
member of the 8t. Bartholomew's ciaas, 
which for number, taleut, industry, and r«. 


m . A ^y 

s aafe fea.—'•*» 

Fbe geniWmeo who are there accused of 
•wokiag in the theatre, are many of them* 

®*»«f the first respectability—old papils of 
the hospital, and esteemed* by those who 
h«»e tlte pleasure of their acquaintance. 

The theatre (especially lately) has been 
very offensive, on the return of the students 
from their dinner, sttribulable to the state 
of the bodies used at tbe anatomical lec¬ 
ture; cigars have, therefore, been intro¬ 
duced by gome, and as 1 said before, by 
many of tbe most respectable iu the hoepi- 
taf. A most offensive thing certainly! A 
person whose acquaintance they would 
have shrunk from, take* up his pen—per¬ 
haps iu the veiy place which he accuses 
tb«-se men of patronising—“ a Loudon pot¬ 
house,” and writes a letter, in which he 
abuses them as “ certain puppies,"—men 
whose shoes he would willingly blacken to 
be admitted to their society. 

As I am convinced that this letter was 
written in a vindictive spirit by tbe author, 

I am sure you will insert this reply; and iu 
conclusion, I beg permission to ask you and 
your readers a few questions 
1st. Is it cousistent with tbe usual cha¬ 
racter of Mr. Lawrence, to give “ a hiat 1* r 
Would he not, as a man and gentleman, 
harp desired its discontinuance? 

ad. Do you think that had Mr. Lawrence; 
expressed such a wish, the students, and« 

pir, r iU - voM hiM cob - i M ynu *•« *■ - 

boldly for«-.rd, and^as j °L“ #f ,h » “T ,M “““r d 


I spectobitity, is not surpassed. 
| 1 am, Sir. 


Your obedient servant, 


Nov. ‘25, 1830. 


A Pupil. 


MENDICANT MEDICAL IMPOSTOR. 

To the Editor of Tjib Lanckt. 


,.. ./ ur I.UU 

make to your oflvuBed readers, to attempt 
another letter, apologetics! for the abuse 
and ungenilcmauly feeling expressed iu his 

I am, Sir, 

Y our meat obedient servant, 

AxOi&Popir. 

of St. Bartholomew's Hospital 1 
Saturday, Nov. 20, 1830. 


cicar smoking. 


To the Editor ©/The Lancet. 

Sib,—A fter Mr. Lawrence had concluded 
bis lecture lust night, he made a few well- 
timed and judicious remarka upon the prac¬ 
tice of cigar-amokiog in the theatre of the 


,—“7“ ,v, v jcnin oi ny.tr, nn 

»i 2 Hd, with an unhealthy complexion ; *»vi 
he is subject to scirrhous or contracted roc 
turn ; tell* a plausible tale with the men 
moving and lachrymose accent; carries w ill 
him extracts from The Lancet, ami docu 
meiiiB recommend mg his ease, carefully 
preserved in a leathern case, as well as a 
, long and respectable list of subscribers and 
I contributors to a very eonsideruble amount, 
1 to alleviate his alleged distress, some of 
whom liave been dead for yours. 

I think it would be w ell io caution your 
readers ouce more againn the scnndalous 
exactions practised by this unworthy mem¬ 
ber. 

I remain yours, 

A Constant Reader. 

I (W. regret that our correspondent Uaa 
( omitted his address,—Ln, L.J 



OPERATION FOR CATARACT.—OSTEO-8ARCOMA. 




^ omsrvationi ow-tat iwiir ax 

• BAH9T99, BY »*« BAR*. 

the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Rjr,—A« I eoniider tbe midwifery cbm 
Bt Hampton to be of the utmost nouaequanoe 
to the profession, 1 lake leave to offer a few 
brief observations upon it. The conduct of 
Mr. Uowen in resisting a consulmtiou in a 
case of so much difficulty and danger, 1 con 
aider at unwise and reprehensible u his 
practice. If in tbe whole medical profes¬ 
sion a single educated ami respectable man 
ean he found hardy enough to justify him, 1 
can only say 1 am sorry for it. 

lie has great teason to congratulate him¬ 
self upon the escape he has had, by the 
finding of a packed jury, and by the lutein- j 
ous and scientific observations of a non- 
medical coroner. 

1 1 ought to be held oat as a beacon, illu¬ 
minated with gas, and floated to the whole 
profession, to warn them of the danger of 
following such an example. 

• I remember to hare seen a man with a 
lighted lantern placed at the entrance to 


ttempt, Mr. Lawrence intt___ 
ourved aatto « MMf A time, and c 
behind the lean, which he eadeavoareft ft) 
transfix, bat in vain. Recourse was agata 
had to pressure, which was followed by % 
further escape of tbf vitreww humour, aad 
the needle was than introduced a third 
time, but could not be made to pierce the 
lens, on account of tie facility with which it 
slipped away under the slightest pressure 
against it At length the curette was passed 
through the pupil, tfnd the lens was imme¬ 
diately extracted. It was of an amber 
colour, and about half the usual sice; to 
which Mr. Lawrence said tbe difficulty he had 
met with might be attributed. The patient 
was then removed to a room that had been 
darkened, a lotion was applied to the eye by 
meant of linen rag, and a strict antiphlo¬ 
gistic regimen enjoined. About one third of 
the vitreous humour was discharged during 
the operation. The patient is going on 
well. 

J. Reeve, whose cose is recorded in Tar. 
Lancet for October the lbtli, went on very 
w , . well until last Friday, when the stump be- 

eertain ladies’ apartments, in order to ap-j came very painful andswollen. At 4 o'clock 
prise unwary customers of their danger,' p m. on that day, a slight haemorrhage took 
this was culled hunting them out, hence, I j place, which was suppressed by means of 
suppose, the phrase, “a burning shame.” , cold cloths; a torniquet was applied loosely 
Now is it not " a burning shame " that such j round the limbs. Ten i».». 'There has been 
a case should occur, in the nineteenth Ceil-; no recurrence of the bleeding; the stump 
fury, so near a metropolis famed for science | feels hot, and fluctuation can be distinctly 
and scientific men ? I felt in it. On Saturday morning at three 

L, Hark, H1.R.C.S.L. j o’clock, hmim.'rrliage agaiu occurred, and the 


3 J, Upper Gower Street, Bedford Square. 
November 1st, 1330, 


house-surgeon was seut for, and being unable 
to find the vessel that was bleeding, be tight¬ 
ened tho toruiquet and sentfor Mr. Vincent, 
who arrived in a very short time. The 
man had lost about a pound and a half of 
blood. Mr. Vincont separated the adhesions 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, j which tbe severed edg» of (be itum|i had 

| formed, and found a cavity conlaiuiug a large 
l quantity of coagulated blood. None of 
„ *, orsRAT 10 * cataract. ; tbe ligatures hud separated. Mr. Vincent 

Ok Friday last, Mr. Lawrence perform*^: j 0Un j t j ie p 0s terior libial artery had 
the operation for the extraction ot cataract, ulceraled above the and mimedi- 

on the right eye of a man about sixty ) ears . ate jy cu{ down and |j w i {he sitery just at its 
n p* , . . , , .. origin. The bleediBg then ceased, he be- 

’I he patieut. bmng laia^ on the op*raUog canw rwry p a | ef ou ,i hia pulse could with 

difficulty be felt. Some wine was given him; 
his pulse rose, he slept well the remainder 
of the night, and has since gone ou very 
well. 


table, hia head supported by a pillow, the 
upper half of the cornea was divided, ami 
the lens lacerated in the usual tnunoer. After 
a short time, the lens not being protruded 
by the efforts of the eye, slight pressure 
was mode on it by means of Daviile’s cu¬ 
rette. 'This had the effect of throwing the 
leus upwards and forwards against the pos¬ 
terior surface of tho iris. The operator theu 
introduced a needle through the pupil, mid 
succeeded in removing the lens from the 
ttiituaiion it theu held; and piussuru being 
\guin employed, a poitiou oi the vitreous 
humour was discharged, Foiled in this 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

EXTIRPATION OF THE RIUHT SVPttCIOn *MX« 
ILl.AKY HONK AFFKCTB0 WITH OMSO- 
s a a com a. 

A MAN. ih.e subject of this operation, 
apparently about 40 years of age, wsa 
brought iuto the operating theatre on Wed- 



320 FRENCH ENGLISH.—DR. YVRIGHT.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


nead«y, Nov. 17lb, Wing a tumour which 
occupied nearly the whole of the right side 
of the face. The skin covering the antrum 
was of • dark-red colour, and matter was seen 
oozing from an opening just over the ante¬ 
rior margin of the musaeter. The patient 
' being laid on his leftside, the first step of | 
the operation was to secure the external 
carotid artery immediately after ita transit 
beneath the digastric muscle, opposite the 


This 3econd step of the operation was matt 
coolly and dexterously performed, occupied 
only thirteen minutes, and was attended 
by u much less loss of blood than might 
have been anticipated. There were uo 
vessels that required ligatures, and hlood 
wns prevented falling into the piyiryiix by 
the dependiug position in which Mr. Scott 
kept the mouth. Stand pledgets of lint 
were now introduced, ahd the edges of the 


angle of the jaw. This was done by making j incisions connected by sutures. The whole 


an incision in the direction of the posterior 
belly of this muscle, Dy which the lower 
margin of the parotid gland was exposed. 
The dissection was then continued until the 
artery could be felt, pulsating in the depth 
of the wound; nnd a ligature was, with 
some difficulty, passed beneath it. 1 n lying 
the artery, however, the ligature unfortu¬ 
nately broke, and another was passed under 
it, which occasioned a little delay in the 
operation* Very little blood was lost j and, 
considering the depth of the artery, which 
was increased by the swelling of the whole 
cheek, we consider that the operation was 
very dexterously performed. A consultation 
then took place between the surgeons in an 
adjoiuing room, the particulars of which, 
however, did not transpire. The operator 
then proceeded to lay bure the tumour, 
which was effected in the following manner: 
An incisiou was commenced at the angle of 
the mouth, and carded obliquely upwards 
and outwards, as far as the stijwrior margin 
of the zygomatic process of die malar bone, 
in which the coronary and facial arteries 
were divided, and immediately secured. 
Another incision was then commenced from 
the same point, and carried vertically up.- 
wards to the aacending process of the supe- 
rior maxiiiarv bone. A triangular flap wns j 


surface of the cheek wns covered with ad¬ 
hesive plaster; and Mr. Scott requested the 
porters to carry the patient to his bed, which 
we were astonished to hear him object to, 
saving, that he was quite capable of walk¬ 
ing, which was allowed him. llo displayed 
amazing fortitude; and his pulse, which 
Hugged a little during the operation, re¬ 
gained its power before he left the theatre. 

The whole surgical staff of the Hospital 
was present, aud Mr. Scott was ably assisted 
by Mr. Luke. We can say nothing of the 
structure of the tumour, as it lmd not been 
examined when we left the Hospital. 


FttCNCII ENGLISH. 

A Fnixcii writer, who has edified bin 
readers in a late number of the . fnunuil 
Hebilomariaire, with a " biogiupbi*” of 
John Abernethv, thus quotes a well-known 
passage:— 

44 Tongues In the tree*, books in the running 

_ bn,Its, 

Srnaous in c/onr, and good in every thin?.” 

The second figure is thus translated; 
“ des livres dans lea sources qui murrnu- 
rent.” 

The works of M. A be rue thy are described 
1°. On the constitutionnal origin, treat* 


thus formed, which was dissected upwards, meat of local di-eases ou anouvrismes; 
as fur as the edge of the orbit, by which t” 0 . On disease* ressembliug syphilis, and 
the greater part of the tumour was ex- «,n diseases of the urethra; 3 a On the inju- 
posed. 1 he posterior part of the deck j ties of the head, and mUeelleous subjects , 
was then dissected downwards, by winch j 4° On lumbar abees.es urn! tumors; .V* 


the whole of the tumour and the teeth 
were completely laid bare. The tuber¬ 
osity of the superior maxillary bone and 
the palate bone were now separated from the 
pterygo.d process of the sphenoid with 
Liston's bone nippers. The malar b.ne 
was next cut through, the division extending 
into tin; splieiio-maxiiiary fissure. The 
ascending process of the superior maxillary 
bone, was then separaied at its bam—the 
first inttsnr tooth was now extracted, 


Lectures adressed to the college of sur- 
geoii*. and on the theory and puttee of 
suigery. 


the maxillary hones separated at the inter-{ 
maxillary suture. All this was easily per- | 
formed by the aid of the same instrument.' 
Soma little farce was next exerted, by which 
tlm tumour, the inaxtllarj hone, and perhaps 
the palate bone, were loosened, ami the soft 
parts divided with a curved double-edged 
fctalpel, sad the whole easily withdrawn. 


Dr, Wiuunr.—-We strongly recommend 
to the notice ot the profession ttin *■ Minutes 
of Evidence,” now published by Mr. Iligh- 
lcy, Fleet .Street, containing charge* against 
( Dr. Wright i.f Helldem liospiiul. Wo 
•the j understand that the doctor will publish his 
and • “ Reply ” in a very hw days. 


TO COJIK YSVO N DENTS. 

Homo l ortis did not reach us till the 2:»th* 
too late fur this week. 

/•*.//'. II. —Ih'. C. A paper on iho de¬ 
tection of antimony will Very shortly be in-/ 
buttd ( 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR.CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 


DETECTING POISONS. 

ANTXwfti|^AK» ITS VREPARATtONS. 

T«f prcpiiraUoai of antimony which are 
most likely to engage the Attention of the 
toxicological chemist, ere the tartar eme¬ 
tic, the precipitated sulphurate, and the 
chloride, or 'butter of antimony, which last, 
though acatcely noticed by Dr.CIiriatison, is 
yet of no trivial importance. The physical 
properties of the two former require no 
notice j the last, it will be remembered, 
is prepared by boiling the sulphuxet of an-i 
timony -with muriatic acid, when Sulphu¬ 
retted hydrogen is expelled, and a chlo¬ 
ride of tttUraonv jformed, which usually ex- 
^ ista in tine itate^ agelatinous fluid,* and 
which, when thrown into an alkaline solu¬ 
tion, is decomposed, n while protoxide of 
antimony being thrown down. All the solu¬ 
ble preparations of antimony are decomposed 
by many organic substances, such as uatrin- 
gent vegetable infusions, Ac. j they are also 
decomposed by sulphuretted hydrogen gas, 
an orange-red sulphuret of antimony being 
formed, which sulphuret, when treated with 
caustic potash, or subjected to the action of 
hydrogen gas, farms either a sulphuret of 
potassium or of hydrogen, and metallic anti- 
mony is set free. Metallic antimony, again, 
is a blueish-grey metal, fixed iu the fire, 
except when exposed at the same time to 
currents of gaseous matter ; when heated 
in an open tube, it is oxidated with the pro¬ 
duction of a white shining vapour. 

Such are the leading chemical features of 
No. 379. 


antimony, a correct onderatsnding of which 
is essential before the processes approved 
by oar author can be doly investigated. 

Vinous authors have at different timed 
recommended particular processes for the 
detection of this tribe of poisons; of these 
we may particularize that of Orfila, and the 
more recent one by Dr. Turner, which lat¬ 
ter Dr. Cbristison recommends to be adopt¬ 
ed. Wo quota the author’s description, 
illustrated by s diminished drawiug of the 
apparatus employed. It is necessary also 
to extract his brief account of Orfila’s me¬ 
thod :-r* 

** Professor Orfila recommends the fol¬ 
lowing compound process. Either the anti¬ 
mony exists in solution, or it has been ren¬ 
dered insoluble by vegetable principles. 
The suspected matter being filtered, there¬ 
fore, both the fluid and the matter remain¬ 
ing on the filter must be submitted to ana¬ 
lysis. The fluid is to be treated with sul¬ 
phuretted hydrogen, nnd the precipitate 
collected and reduced with potass'in a cru¬ 
cible. The solid part is to be incinerated, 
and reduced also. In both coses globules of 
metallic antimony are procured if that metal 
was irosent in the mixture * 

“ This method is liable to some material 
objections. In the first place, if the fluid is 
alkaline, the sulphuretted hydrogen will not 
act j secondly, I have frequently found that 
the process of reduction dots not answer ott 
the smell scale; and lastly, the double pro¬ 
cess may be dispensed with. 

° A much better method of analysis is 
the following very simple and satisfactory 
process pro posed by Dr. Turner. The sub¬ 
ject of analysis is to be acidulated with a 
little muriatic and tartaric acids.. The 
former will coagulate various animal princi¬ 
ples* which may he present. The latter Dr. 
Turner bos found to possess the property of 
readily dissolving all precipitates whatso¬ 
ever formed by reagents with tartar emetic, 
except that caused by sulphuretted hydro¬ 
gen. lienee the addition of tortarit arid 


• Toxicol. (*en, 1. 431. 

Y 





ANTIMONY AND ITS PREPARATIONS? 


I9t 

brings the whole of tb* antimoo; into the 
fluid, and consequently one-half of Oriila'a 
process is dispensed with. The fluid so 
prepared is to be filtered, and a aolpbaret 
formed rad collected id tbe usual way. Dr. 
Tur ner found that the neat step, tbe red ra¬ 
tion of tbe aulphuret. cannot be effected on 
the email scale even in a crucible, much 
leas of eouise in a tube; and on examining 
the dux. he discovered that a part of the 
Sulphuret escapes decomposition, and that 
five metal which is reduced is too finely di¬ 
vided to be dutingmahable. He was there¬ 
fore led to propose the process of redaction 
by hydrogen (p. S54), which will develop 
antimony characteristically from only a tenth 
part of a grain of the sdlpWet." 

The experiment is performed by passing 
a current of hydrogen gas, generated in the 
larger bottle from diluted sulphuric acid, 
and irou filings or sine. At page 554, Dr. 
Cbristison describes it thus:— 

" The best mode of showing the presence 
of antimony in it, is the method of Dr. Tur¬ 
ner, who’proposes to place a little iu a 
horizontal tube, to transmit hydrogen gas 
through the tube by means of the apparatus 
represented in the figure, and, wheu all the 
air of tbe apparatus is expelled, to apply 
heat to the sulphuret with a spirit-lamp. 
Sulphuretted hydrogen ia evolved, and me¬ 
tallic antimony is left if the current of bv- 
drogen is gentle, or it is sublimed if tbe 
current is rapid. 1 ’t 



u If tbe stream of gt» >* alow, the metal 
remains where the sulpburet was; if the 
stream is rapid, it undergoes a spurious 
sublimation, and condenses on the tube 
either in detached crystals or ia the form of j 
aahioing crest. When there is much animal 
or vegetable matter present in the solpbutef; 
the metal is not always distinctly visible, 
la that case Dr. Turner recommends that it 
be healed in an open tube, when it oxidate* 
and sublimes in the form of a white powder, 
which glimmers, hut it not crystalline rad 
adamantine like the oxide of arsenic. $ A 
bettor method, however, ia to dissolve iba 
antimony by the action of nitric acid on the 
mixed material and broken fragments of the 
tube, and to throw down the orange sulpha- 


+ On the Detection of Antimony in mixed Fluids. 
Ed. Med. and Snig. Journ. xxviii. 71 . 

X Edin. Med. and Barg. /onra. xvttl. 79, 


ret again from the neutralised Relation by 
mean* of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

“ Dr. Tamer's method 1 hare repeatedl 
found to be successful and manageable. But 
some practice is required to transmit the 
hydrogen gas with the proper rapidity. Tbe 
gas ought to be allowed to paaa for some 
time before the spirit-hmp flame is applied, 
otherwise the oxygen remaining in the ap¬ 
paratus may cause an explosion, or will oxi¬ 
date tbe metallic antimony formed by the 
'reduction of the sulpliuret. Whenever the 
reduction of theaulphuret begins, the tube 
is blackened ou account of the action of the 
sulphuretted hydrogen on the lead con- 
taiued in the glass. This obscures the 
operations within tbe tube ; but on subse¬ 
quently breaking it, the metallic button or 
sublimate will be easily aeen. 1 have gene¬ 
rally found, that when the suluhuTet was 
considerable to quantity, and the gaseous 
current slow, the metal remained where die 
sulpburet was; but if tbe mass of sulpliuret 
was small and the current rapid, then the 
metal was sublimed rad condaMed in minute 
scaly crystals of great brilliancy. 

** In a late paper, Orfila baa defended his 
process against Dr. Turner’s criticisms, and 
states, that either in a crucible or (if the 
quantity of sulphu ret ib small) in a tube 
heated by the blow-pipe with a “ lampe n 
quatre trachea," globules may be procured ; 
and that ha has procured them to this man¬ 
ner from a sixth part of a grain with the 
black flux, or with a mixture trfcharcoal and 
a little potass.* 1 can ouly say that 1 have 
often toed Orfila’* process, and always 
failed to procure distinct globules, unless 
the heat was intense, and then lhave only 
Rome times succeeded. This process of re¬ 
duction is certainly precarious;and. not¬ 
withstanding what Orfila has said in favour 
ofhisowh method and against that of Dr. 
Turner, the latter ha* appeared to me much 
superior.” 

From repeated examination* of Dr. Tuf» 
wer’i process, we feel entitled to assert, 
tbst though theoretically perfect, it is prac¬ 
tically uasuited to the purposes of medico- 
legal analysis. Tbe objections we consider 
it exposed to, sre> to the first place, the 
great difficulty .o Its performance by un¬ 
practised persons, who always constitute 
the majority of persona interested iu these 
eases, a difficulty which arises as well from 
tbn impossibility, in many instances, of ob¬ 
taining tube apparatus of so complicated a 
kind, as, from tha nicety of adjustment and 
manipulation, the experiment require*; se¬ 
condly, that unless the hydrogen gas be ve^ 


• Arcb. Gen, dc Mtdtdnc, xvi. 85, 
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ran, the prooeas iaeraasaa in an its diB- Util* *«* * Wfcrtw l» ho«r ef *•# 
ailtita; If iron Bings bo ampleyed, «"■ ptoymeot «f * delioate «P«»**» 

isrboaseeoua impurities and the sulphur of this hind ; it bringa Ulbtck to the boutely 
srhiclt tiay contain, carburetled hydrogen d»y», when th« rsdtpBieo of ttpnnio wn* 
rad sulphuretted hydrogen era liable (o ba pratfbrrasadia a luted teapot, by <he boat of 
gwented, and the dtaoWpoeiiien of the »hog* ebsreaaliso. We any notic* aka 
sulphuret booomes, to My tba leant, 0*- th»t Or, A. T. Thonuon, ia tbsappeadixott 
tremely unnartnln If aha, oo tba other poisons attached lo bis yslosbls Cooapectas 
band, ba oaed, aad tbs H«»t bo applied for oftbaPb»OMoopBiaa,Sdla,bi «iaiiiawWa> 
a length ofthao, metoUie rt« is liable lo rate lb* sanrt whim#6al error, - 
bo depoaitad to tho tube, if Otero bo nay The Mjfc-we-believe, is, Oat all Ora 
matter praseat, such aa sulphur, capable of Isaraad authors bSTo committed the error of 
combining with the hydrogen and settinf doing a work of supererogation in aaakld j 
free the metal which it bolds dissolved or for the reduction of the metal at all, and 
combined with it in considerable quantity; ft* tfcy aright aa well refuse to admit tba 
We base, indeed, more thaa once observed seeogaitioa of the sulphate of baryta, unices 
a metallic appearance to bo produced io thru they bad preeloualy obtained “ barium," its 
way. It ia true that tba first objection ia but of metallic base. In the brat place there ia uo 
a conditional kind, and, in another respect, metelHe sulphuret whaterer, prepared by 
would apply against lithotomy or any other trsnimittingsulpburettedhydrogenlbreagha 
aurgical opeggfion; it may he alto aaid, that adlutioo, which otea remotely reaemblas tba 
it Itecomee aamuoh tie duty of emedical rich red colour of the aniphuret or antimony s 
lttau to provide himself with analytic inStru. tecoodly, if further proof ba required, joat 
meals, aa with lauoata or amputating baieea. aa conclusive trideace can be obtained from 
We freely admit this, aud we will aieo allow one-twentieth—niy, one-fiftieth part of a 
that the third objeatioa may be obrieted by grain of this sulphuret, sad with infinitely 
uiiug pure iron, and aMCrtainieg the purity lest troutyp thaa ienocenasry for tlie redue- 
of the got by a prarioua trial, eis., by coo- don process. Tbeatraeied simple eaperi. 
ducting it through a solution of tdetato of mow will demonstrate the correctness «f 
lead, which will he blackened if it contain thia assertion. 

eeen u trace or aulphoratted hydrogooj hut Haeingtranamilted the ulphureitad hy. 
atill wppouat repeat, on the authority of our dragan through the attapeeted liquid, pros 
own ertperiments,that cren in oumparativoly pared aa Or. Turner judiciously recom- 
pructised -hands, with a eery atteniion to meuda, the liquid should he boiled, and A- 
purity of materinla and. adjustment of ap-1 lowed to cool and deposit the precipi»te;*the 
psrstus, the reduction of the metal ii si- j greater part of,tho supernatant turd should 
waya uncertain, aad unsatisfactory when | then he removed with a suction tube, tear, 
obtained. We Staee repeated tbe eaperi-i iug at much aa i* wfictent to auapead the 
ment three-and-twenty timet. aud only sue- precipitate till it ia decanted upon a watch 
cveded four tlsaas inobtaining a portion of crystal; it should- then ba washed with die, 
metal, lie yerpwr'tms efmkuh could ht re- tilled water on the crystal, tb*fluid removed 
csgmtnf. This, rt may he argued, proved by the cautious um of a bue-drswu caprUiry 
uulhiug but our own incompetenc} i but tube, and it should next be planed ntur thu 
while we admit «M ioferiorily in ttperi-, firs-plaea Ull psiCagri; dry. 
meitlid adtoiutuai to Dr. Chrietmon or Dr. This plan of decanting and washing wilt 
T urner, yet at we have practised tits espc- j b, found to ponge e s many advantagea ever 
rimeot om and over again, nod e* W* gre (he dlwriog which Dr. CiUMm'touoet- 
io genvr,alaeceegsiblinet|uab(ypibsul»ipeea- mends; filtering thould very seldom be 
ligations, wa are inclined, to belieeu eur- employed in eotlyeea of this kind, oo great 
selves entitled to offer rather a positive in the foas of materials which it usually 
opinion on the subject, occasions. 

But white wn start objections to Dr. About ten drops jif muriatic acid sad fire 
Turner’* process, we do not intend to adopt of nitric ncidntn coat to bo dropped otrer this 
tyat of Orftln, which, in emry respect, » precipitate, and the crystal being supported 
leu entitled to cotthdence. Indeed, it ia on a riag of coppei-wire, the fluid ia to be 
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CM), nd ili» Kill* part'd* «f m'pb®"*’ 
amtd villi ill* p' ial «f the capillary »>be. 
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ln|pharia «W n*t ftmimti »..ijUrrt rf 

mim. »-S« of ire* kin a*«* !»«• »»V 
aoBwlitgtbe d»*p* ,w***4 in* *e»«l *f' 

nuf, A dw.M»-oa*b*lb#«fltwiih abant 

tube.awb h rrpreaenMta thewoodent, 
u the bi ll fur tin if it c*» be ob¬ 

tained ; if ««, a cneunoa aia-nuncc phial 
mwr be fureisbad with a mb* of ibaaam* 


tube map be best i 
« tpirit-laap *a»e, «t «» »*«*»« »»b*ii- 
Utte for this my be aonamictwl With larga- 
tptiUt adapted together by alt.tight paper 
joiata. 




n..nd. ot battTof «.ti W m,„«u.aioa. tube may be beat to tha .«*»»* '*» « 
If afr* dropaof distilled water be oOW dtop. 
pad am thii, t» ioaoleblf white pewdw, 
tbe protoxide of aothnooy, i* iuwiedietely 
famed. Tbe placet* of trialling ia. to be 
repeated again, tbe wbita powder dried by 
a gentle winutb, aud. finally, heated oyer 
the apirit-lamp Seme, trbto it change* to a 
beautiful golden yellow. 

We hare that a chain of evidence aimplj 
and easily obtained, and withal indiapntable ■ 
in its kind. Then- ia no anlpbwot of tbel finally, it ia of emJlijC t Ppii n ai i cr t» 
same red tiiit aa that ofantinion)—there iilueertaiti whether tartar-emetic araniimo- 
■o ted anlplmret but that of antimony, itriel powder has been mlinttiialeetai Iwfoe 
which, decoatpoaed by nitre-muriatic acid. 1 ibe death of. the iudmduai, wboao caw ia 
will yield a reaidumn preeipileble by water; jiarattigated. 1 f it hare, it ia perfectly plain 
and, thirdly, there ia no powder but lie that no chemical eeitleece can lot of aay im- 
protoxide Of antimony which oiailaitj oh- jpornmee. »V« may remarl here, that to 
tained, bocomt a of a yellow colour when j the ieti-riering prt-aeoce of poiiona oa-tl as 
exposed to boat. The theory of the process jmcditinei. Dr. Chriataou doe* tret fine, 
is also readily andomood. The praowj rally pay the apeoial attention which tbu 




now proposed, pouesie* moreover tbe iwl- 
vCDl&ge of extreme facility of execution ; • i 
wstch-glaM etn be procifrtd'soy-where, end 
tbe whole investigation completed id half 
on hour, without tin? nwessity of cquslruct* 
iag tbe preur, but coropiikuted apparatus, 
reprinted »« oar eugreriflg. Wear* by 
no means rudmed to qu* stiontli* ueeecsiiy 
of obtaining the metallic base of poi»<M>- 
o*» preparations as • grnml rule. Anti* 
any, however, constitute* tbe exception, 
m vHU basew n our notice* of lead, cop¬ 
per, silver, mercury, andoraemc. In this 
inxtauce it i* esUreiy uoneorwary; and the 
attempt *t the reduction of the metal w»H 
usually fail, and, moreover, prevent the ap- 
piiestuto of suuch mure certain experi¬ 
ment*. 

A* tbiaiathe fiatcccaaotitm whidt we b*ve 
aUudtd to the tnasmiatioa of «^>ftureued 
hydrogen gas tbro igh seapected fluids, it | 
star be useful fur some of our remotely 
situated readers to isfrrA them, that it i# 
best prepared by ijourmg very dtluto sui- 


imporunce of such a faiUcy detuauda. 


A l i r(uthol Tn<dis9 «»USt 'Dixeant* of the 
lttfe. tty W. M keiixu c, lecturer »a 
the Eya id Uie Vatversity of tihiMporr, 
&c., ke. tMadan Loogmua end Co., 
l»3d. (t»o. pp. Bflo. 

XotNUTURTANtaNO the great uumher of 
books ou diwates of the rye which have 
[hrri» pohliahf*#! in ihia country, a complete 
arcount of the afl< ctioua of thi* im{bortsnt 
organ has burn hitherto a deatderatotu in 
Opr medical litrraturr. Thaw exiat, it ta 
true, a fair genrral worki on tha aubjeet. 
M these, tltowgh rrrtahdy not without 
vatok», are too brief, or loo Hide comprehen* 
site; h is with *ery great sattufsciiun, 
therefore, that we have perused tbe excel¬ 
lent and comprehensive* mats** of Mr. Mae- 
hrnxi * 5 it coutnios, in a comparatively small 
*I»ace, all the informaiimt that either tlJ 
student or the practittouar can, usder orj- 
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,» wh.or rtita kntAfclMtt&ly' 

falling amay aaptrato rota. W» wocid ____ ____ 

ini, howcwr.taim it sagpowd, tut tbs e sci po 

book before «ii» new eonpfbUoe. for obwmrtctt, - ■•'■'.»'■ 

w*cb I* by bo meant tho cue* In a work ** J'** aoOjwWif*, acUyoUpen WW^ 111 ** 

of Lhi* kind, wbicli most aecMaarily ba ”3?**^l. M P”rr 

... *. ^ r J . amet of tbe modificatwM or tafarnmnion, 

feuodtd on tlin experience not or one, but „ wUel> r jut n0 * «fe,„g, ots*- 

of many, it waa indeed impossible to intro- «nit)y distinct to convince tho BOtt seop- 
duce much willy m or origin*) matter; tioal of tbe troth of rrfctt I bar* ooaertoda 
but while iheaolhorfcss, with gretiindus- and aufflcaentlyttriliiag to tones tbtmeit 
> try nod ratctrch, collected r).« statement* iMtloatieeioiotootcb. Thomuco-C Maueont 

nod opinion* of numerous writer*, Eaglfeh SSS^feftTSLtfctoSfiW tEUX 
»»<t Contintntnl, espccislly lhp»« of *0 cMdren—the fibre** acleroao*, effected** 
Gorman anrgoont, with who** taluable U- moothi with rheomatic infl*mm*tion—the 
hour* oo till* subject lie appears to be very trtorporofit fihro-csrtilaginou* comes, ho. 

familiar, ho h.a inlorwor.n thorn with the »*wg «P*1«."**■* d"’»y«j U * a ™" 

, , ,, , . layer by a penetrating nicer—the erectile 

remit of hit owe observation* and 'ape. Jri-( Jo,^, „j| power of executing ita mo- 
rience, in a manner which increases their I tinna of contraction and eapauaioo—tbs 
oalno, and ahowa him to be thoroughly tud 1 crystalline capaulf, (waring oat coagnlnble 
practically hiiqiiaiated with the disease* of lymph from il* aenru* surface, and this 
—i lymph forming tlio medium of morbid adhe- 
. , , . . moot—the onerous action, too deeply-sealed 

•1 he urrangrme.it, which « rhieJy accord -1 ^ obirr , c4 iram( datrlv, but in a few 

ing to the texture* of ilw part, beginning 'boors loaiog ila ioconceirably delicate aeu- 
with tho eatornal or occemory organs, and ‘ sibilitv—these ate facta ia which atc.dia- 
endiug with the retie*, t* at oeee seieotific M*H the modifications of ialunmatmy 

and conrenient, and the .imsioe ia .u«. j « u «* t 

, , ' . , ,, . . ,, .. iiudumnatton, tolly »* distinctly and as 

ciently minute, without hcuigcainod to thef,,^; ,, manifested in any 

absurd extent, and involving tho aimnat' 0 it ler[ [Ji j i J n sj] ii, 9 other, parta of the lardy 
endless nntnenciaturn in which aotne writer* together. There aw other eirtumtuucOa 
ban delighted, mote to tho enofiiaion than boaidet difference* of texture which modify 

the edification of their waders. Although 

.. , . ■ , , ,, J • wader this subject eery extent! re in tho 
tt it not our tuienUon to gtec s detuied so- g^,,*,,,. M g the direuse• to boot- 

count, or *u analytic of thn watt, we shall nationally very perpleiing in the treatment. 

, notice a few parts et it hen and there, in They aw under the influence ofpecolioritin* 

* which tho fnct* or hpihioM adrancod by the «»d »»'•>" artifidtl state* of the eonaUtu- 

^ zSrzF't**' <n : r^,-—trrS.n^ 

those which hats boos gonenUy wootred, lH> of tboee iammitablo cotmex- 

or may atom, for asy other reaaon, to be ion* called sympathies, *crophuts,*yphili>. 
particularly worthy of tllcotion. Wo shall gout, oud that atsts of the ayatem which 
begin with an oatnet from the general oh- *« mV" 11 merenrioliam, uneach ofthom. 
-wsUnn. « Ophthalmia, in which ,h. an- ™^ S 

thor forcibly combats tho absurdity of eon- u i„(Umai*don. cached 

tidering all the in ls mt n t ii o n t of Uwayaat gy other canaee, each dift'erenoea In chann- 
one tad the tarns disease, and of attethpting tar w altall often render it diBcnlt toronog- 
to epply the name treatment to them oil. aim, n discs*# with whio h wt we ro weft 
•• Kr.„ diffownt trxtut* of the so Miutinted m .u mmpl. nr uhopntUc tom. 
it posarun both physical and rital proper- 

tins peculiar to ilaelr, mutt suffer differently Mr. Meehentie't opinion* on tlsn attorn 
from (It* oarers! proe a see s of indnmnsnliuu. u g jmjbdogy of tome few of the dinettes 
In maayosMs the modiicatUas of infant- rf , Ke dim, in mime respect, from 
mtuon from ditftrow** of lexioro in lw hv iurr*on« of 

wo 43i»^ wiU» moefadi*. ^ow wWeh wt f*wttoinod br ourg««„ oi 

fioctMM in lb# mj iu otkir eww (how t**u »«i4»onty on thew point*. 1 ««*» ^ 
bodiilettlou cta 'W judged of ooty from oppomtioa to Mr, Lawieow, oe miatia d 
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tint goaenhcba) ophthalmia is sometimss 
produced by metastasis t and adduces in 
wpport of this ooioion, tbs oases described 
by Mr, Aioou ud Dr. Hall, in tie Med. 
Cbir. Tsjgs., where the iirflammationof tire 
eye certainly appeared to depend on metas- 
tssis, ijHp: otj tbe transmission of pus by the 
Veios • these cases,. however, appear to os 
to bear very little upon the point in que*> 
tion ; and although the author, in conformity 
with the German oculists, recommends that, 
in addition to tbe other remedies, means 
should be adopted to bring back the dis- 
charge in the urethra, he doe* uot mention 
any case where he knew it to have been 
suppressed. 

The distinction between idiopathic and 
syphilitic iritis, he does not consider to be 
so well defined as Mr. Lawrence represents 
it to be. He is, however, fur from denying 
that the letter is a separate form of disease, 
indeed, lie mentions another species of iritis, 
in addition to those with which we were 
acquainted, via., “ scrofulous iritis,” of 
W'hich he gives a very marked case, where 
it occurred without inflammation of the con- 
jimctira in one eye, and with pustules and 
an ulcer at the base of the cornea in the 
other. It was treated chiefly wtili calomel 
and opium, and tbe patient, a boy sis teen 
years old, rapidly recovered as soon a« the 
mouth was affected. With regard to glau¬ 
coma, on the nature of which various opi¬ 
nions have been entertained, he believes 
that it consists principally in the absence or 
deficiency of the pigmentum nigrum, and 
that the green colour ia owing to the fahiish 
light reflected from the bottom of the eye 
passiug through the yellowish or amber- 
coloured lens ; am] observes, “ in confirms- 
tioa of this, if the less is removed in this 
disease, or sinks to the bottom of the dis¬ 
solved vitreous humour, tbe green appear¬ 
ance is almost entirely lost,**. He states 
*Uo that in * great number of gkocomatoua 
eyss which las esrefuHy dissected, ths riles* 
<ms humour, though dissolved;was perfectly 
transparent, and that ha never found the 
retina materially altered, much leak in titit 
thickened state which Scarpa describes, 
attributing to it the principal phenomena of 
the disease. He is, however, inclined to 
ascribe the disease primarily to the morbid 
state of tbe vitreous homour, which by its 
pressure msy induce the absorptiou of tie 
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pigmentum; end observes that the ©sees 
of this fluid is probably in the tome meaner 
the cause of the total blindness which results 
at last. 

The methods of treatment recommended 
Site in every esse judicious, and appear to 
be founded rather on practice than pit 
theory; rather oil his own experience than 
on tbe reports of others. There is, how¬ 
ever, little in them which need be noticed 
here. /•'' 

In all tie purulent ophthalmim, and in 
most inflammations of the sclerotica, hr 
strongly recommends the solution of ni¬ 
trate of silver, from which he has obtained 
the moat striking benefit. The acetate of 
lead he thinks ought not to be used as an 
application to the eye, as it teuds to produce 
opacity of the comes whenever there is any 
ulcer or sbrsriuu of that part. 

He employs bleeding to a considerable 
extern in moat cases of iheutottic inflamma¬ 
tion of the eye, and obserreu, 

“I fee! myself obliged to differ entirely 
from Mr. Waldrop In his opinion that pa¬ 
tients affected with rheumatic ophthalmia 
neither bear bleeding to* great entent, nor 
ore mud relieved by this remedy; he has 
even slated the little relief afforded by 
bleeding in this disease, as one of its die. 
tractive characters. This entirely disagrees 
with my experience, and is, i apprehend, 
altogether contrary to what we observe in 
other rheumatic affections,&c.” 

Probably both writers are to a certain de¬ 
gree correct, each being justified by his ex¬ 
perience in making the statement which 
be has done, and tbs safest way, perhaps, is 
to be guided rather by the particular cir¬ 
cumstances than by general rules, in the 
treatment of >his as well as the other forms 
of so variable s disease, lu the latter part 
of the sentence we have quoted, however, 
Mr. Maekmnde certainly goes too far; very 
various results in reference to bleeding have 
been observed in the treatment of rheuma¬ 
tism effecting the other parts of tbe body, 
«nd we know that one of the best hospital 
physicians is London has almost entirely 
discarded the remedy in question, in this 
complaint, which he Las found by experi¬ 
ence maybe nor# safely and more effectu¬ 
ally combated by other means. 

It can hardly he expected that s work of 
this magnitude should be altogether without, 
fkalts, but under this head we bare only uf 
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notice the tmneceisary length of the chop* 
ten on diseases tad Injuries of the orbit end 
soft parts around it (these belong father to 
general surgery, and ire almost out of place 
in a work exclusively dedicated to the dis¬ 
eases of the eye); the repetition of the same 
subject in the two sections on“ arerue ma* 
ternui,” and on " orbital aneurism by anas¬ 
tomosis; 0 and lastly, the denial of the occur¬ 
rence of intermittent ophthalmia, two very 
marked caaes of which have been been de¬ 
scribed in German journals, nod are given 
in Nos. 290 siid 330 of Tub Lancet. 

These are, however, of comparatively 
little coo sequence, and w« can most strongly 
recommend the work to the attention of our 
readers. 


bismuth, tin, and lead, with a little powder¬ 
ed charcoal until the maseeomes Into fasten; 
ilia then removed from the fire, and the 
quicksilver gradually a&ded after having 
been previously heatpd.The mixture has 
the brightness of silver, is perfeefiy fluid 4 
173 deg., and becomes solid st 140 deg. 


SKETCHES 


MEDICAL SCHOOLS OF SCOTLAND. 


SINGULAR MALF01U4ATI0N OF TH* tYtfc 

In a late number of Scbweigger’s Journal 
we find a report by Professor Murxat Bruto- 
wick, on a girl about 21 years of age, in 
whose eyes the lens is situated immediately 
behind the cornea; the iris is dosed, but is 
very thin, and is pushed backwards so as to 
be almost funnel-shaped. Both lens and 
iris are completely tgaasparenf, so that the 
choroid may he Been through them. The 
individual could see very well uutil lately 
except in a wry strong light; and it was 
only when the lens in the right eye began 
to become opaque, and she applied for sur¬ 
gical aid, that the singular position of the 
lens fwducovercd. In the left eye there 
teems also a-ostarapt to be forming. The 
eyelids ere remarkably thin and wrinkled, 
and appear almost to indicate a tendency ofj 
nature to compensate in some degree the 
absence of the natural function of the iris. 


METALLIC MIXTURE VOR INltCtlNO ANA¬ 
TOMICAL FRETAnAtrCrtAS. 

A German Journal recommends for thia 
p urpow an alloy consisting of 
177 parts of weight of dn 
.110.......... .lead 

101,26 .........., .quicksilver 

497....bismuth, 

which might accordingly be considered m a 
compound of three stoma of fin, three atom* 
ol lead, seven stores of bismuth, sad one 
atom of quicksilver. The best method of 
preparation consists in slowly heating the 
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nn.cnAUAM. 

We are apprehensive of committing a 
breach of pictorial propriety in attempting 
the likeness of a botanist at thn unconge¬ 
nial season of the year, when Flora scarcely 
affords n flower to fill up the back ground of 
the canvass. But as Dr. Graham, indifferent 
to the indications of (he thermometer, haa 
set us the example of treating botanical anh- 
jeeta in winter, by the delivery of a oonrae 
of lectures, we aball imitate his laudable in¬ 
novation, though the ink were to congeal as 
it flowed from our pen, and are produced 
some thing as misshapen aa an iceberg, in¬ 
stead of an exact similitude of the dashing, 
handsome, and highly intelligent Professor 
who presides over botany in the University 
of Edinburgh. We give this early intima¬ 
tion of the general character of the object 
of the present sketch, lest it might be sup¬ 
posed we were about to exhibit the portrait 
of a venerable old twain, with silver looks, 
buckles in hia shoes, a pea-green vest, and 
a glass dangling from his neck; of one, in 
short, of those teachers of the by-gone 
school of botany whose attributes pointed 
them out ts a sort of personification of the 
Epicene gender, or, like the themes of their 
own meditations, an amalgamation of both 
sexea in the same individual. With such 
respectable old ladies, as if uaaexed by the 
serenity of their puxsuUi and the indolence 
of their habits, Dr, Graham holds no qua- 
I ideations in common. Between Dr. Gra¬ 
ham and the associations whisk the tuition 
of botany is too apt to excite in the mol- 
lactioa* of moat medical men, there ia a 
moat felicitous discrepancy indeed, the 
science being considered by them as trivial 
in its Objects, end an unnecessary addition 
to the knowledge of a practical’physician, 
so opjniuu whmb the habits of tbo*i by 
whom it was taught but tended little to 
overturn. Active however in manner, acute 
ia his perception*, eompiekcnsire in Ids 
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twtnli, andp*fa#takang fa (be eommmi* vbo«6 fane bu passed twv? *•! Th* gross 
cation of iMtebtioft, you ere constantly ignorance, end we must say waoltaee, etfac* 
startled Urto Boeder, during one of Dr. Gra- ed fa this passage, need no comment, mir 
ban's lively prtlecttone, bow ao individual the ** sexual system " of Lianwtis a defence 
of aueh buoyaney of manner—bow one, the at our baa tie—a system which will live as 
deefafafi eg whose character, and rapidity nf long aa acienoe itself shall be cultivated ; in 
wbo«e movements, point him out as fitter fact, it is the only one adapted to tbe bols¬ 
ter the extirpation of disease than for bend- meal pupil in bis first steps is* the science, 
fag fa patient scrutiny over the evolving jaa it is, after nil, (be only one by which the 
miracles of the microscope, should have be- j name, at least, Of plant* can ho readily re- 
oome the investigator of the delicate and I cognised in the field. We havo repeatedly 
complicated organisation of the vegetable!seen the experiment of two students, the 
world. It is difficult, indeed, to reconcile one taking Mr, Hooker’s Horn, tbeother the 
the apparently contradictory attributes of Synopsis by Mr. Undtor} and iu nine cases 
bis character, or to coneentrste into one out of ten, the student making use of the 
view the multifarious qualifications evinced latter could nut recognise a single plant, or 
by him in the discharge of his various offi- arrive at its name, by its assistance, while 
cia! duties, whether a! a teacher of botany, the pupil following the l.innusan system, 
a clinical lecturer, or a practical physichau. adopted in Mr. Hooker* work, made out 
Like many others called to fill important every plant ihnt presented itself to his view, 
situations without time to prepare a regular In his use of this admirable system, Dr. 
* digest of die science which they taught, out Graham fnkrs the greatest pains; the orders 
of a systematic course of study. Dr. Graham; fa Smith'* Compendium are goue over by 
has laboured, and not uusuccesslully, to | him during the course, and specimens in 
compensate for a deficiency in earlyeducs* j illustration of tbe genera and sprefaa be¬ 
tid®. Awareof the connexion existing bp-; longing to each abundautlv supplied and 
tween tbe different branches of medical; luminously explained. In addition lo these 
acience.be has endeavoured to grapple with'minute notices ol each plant, l)r. Graham 
them ell, and if be haa not attained his ob j holds daily examinations in a given portion 
jects fully to the extent of those who make of each of the orders, ami what rwtly i«- 
esch department of the healing art a sepa-j deed occurs on such occasions, not only 
rats subject of cultivation, he has at least'renders them highly instructive, but men 
carried along with him, in hit hurried cateer; agreeable to tbe dais, by the affability and 
over this extensive field of study, s auffi- j elegance of manner with which he pro- 
ciency of its fruits sad flowers to furnish at ’ pounds hit questions to hit pupils, who are 
onee ssubstantial and agreeable bouquet for]seldom disposed to bear this species of ca- 
his pupils in botany. Principally occupied teehetic#l scrutiny in public with a garni 
*° didactic pursuits, be is necessarily better grace. The style in which his lectures are 
known ass teacher than a writer on botany; composed is at'least as peculiar as the mat- 
but what be looses in fame is amply made tor of them is instructive, Win,; as yuncti- 
up in utility to bis class by the excellence liously elaborated as an Oxford prj**w#v f 
of hit lectures. HU fsots fa .illustration of or • Christmas declamation at one of our 
his positions are in general happily selected, great schools. There U, perhaps, too much 
nna his reasoning founded on them, the pro- straining in them after effect, a fault, how- 
ductfanaofa vigorous and independent mind, ever, which may b« the more rasdilv over- 
wtech brooks no authority but that which it looked when ike illiteracy and negligence 
can thoroughly understand. Excellent, how- displayed fa the com portion* of many of 
ever, as ere those speculations on the higher the professor* of the present day ere reeol- 
deportments of the science with which he bated. Though philosophy ami science dis* 
enlivens his course, it is in the iess smbi- data the meretrieioue aid of rhetorical e*o- 
tiou#,bot not less useful departments of pnu> hellisbment, even truth iUelf may be di>- 
tiesl botany that his merit* are most couspi- j graded by the dress fa which it is pmerned 
cnous. In estimating tbe comparative value I to ear umiersttmdin^; and though Dr.Grn- 
of the varions system* or methods of bota* j ham's phraseology may he, oh certain oeca- 
mcal arrangement, he has, we think, juiii- jtufas, too florid, his *«i(ime 0 U to* witty, 
ctou»y adhered to that of Linamu*, nod end his periods loo jmintediv anuibvlicid, 
mode it die basis of bis lecturei, notwith- w* would prefer the excess of his merits lo 
•tsndiug the unfounded imputations evstf on lh« poverty of phraso of other lecturers. 
« V "*•»* ^iien, particularly by Mr. j H» ha* obviously a piusfan (for such we may 
Lsndly, of London, who facetiously informs call it>for Uterary displays of this descrip- 
u% in:11m preface to bln Natural CltMifica- ties, sod never, when the subject admit* of 
twn of British 1 laois, th*t “ it has almost the eflbit, neglects treating hi* pupil* u> one 
disappeared from every ^country but our of those sublime spwmlalioni or the more 
own, end ought now to find no other place abstruse question* involved is Uu> cultiss- ■ 
tfl science than among the record* of thing# fan of botany } such, far example, uic his( 
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p w*y» oo generation, the ultimate structure jwttheot number. Free kj lnn^ ttrtluf " 
of matter, hit defence of the Linxuean ay*, and purchase to the different course* is the I 
tem^aod though last not least, hi* criticism* j" curriculum,” the Doctor ia wldbot or 
on the writings of Mr. Andrew KoigLt. 1 never absent from the class-rooms of the 
In these studied lucubrations he pots forth University.; Aa thebeU tolls tbe iour* for 
his whole strength, and if to the practised lecture, be way be daily seen hurrying 
writer they appear somewhat over-done, it down Nicholson Strewto the Ce&ege, with 
roust bo allowed that they are admirably a handle bf note-boola -or ponies voder 
calculated to eulivon the tedium of a long hi* anb, -his aged and^ttectafe form ea- 
cours * of lectures, and to keep alive the velopcd in a suit of abedy Id^lt ^ en|l Ks 
attention of a class, wftiefc *uon fails if not the day should demand itt protection, .» 
stimulaiod occasionally by such exhibitions, plaid-mantie girded round his waiat, which. 

If Dr. Graham did not succeed in rendering from the fading tints of its texture, might 
the delivery of his prelections agreeable, W have served some hardy highlander on tlte 
would be certainly without an apology, bar- plain of Dannoekburo, or wrapped theatfc- 
ing every physical essential of oratory, a lette form of Rob Hoy hrrasslf. Either the 
clear intelligent eye, n foreltead of unruffled Doctor ha* by this time appropriated what- 
placidity, a loud yet harmonious voice, and ever knowledge is to* be ocqaired from 
features of such expressiveness and manly university professor*, or admonished by a 
beamy as to interest the roost phlegmatic series of fruitless attempts to acquire n 
auditor or contemner of external appear* legal right to a title which if now con- 
nuces. With such natural advantages, the ended him only through the complaisance 
delivery of eloquence becomes a matter of of hi* numerous acqnsuitsnces, he has 
facility, a fact of which Dr. Graham aloue given up apparently all idea of prolit- 
appears to be unconscious, and w hich casts ing by thou valuable insiructions, bis time 
*i» additionali charm over his manner iu the in the lecture-room being exclusively oecw- 
puhlie perusal of his lecture*. Seldom, pted in transfeniug the physiognomy, in* 
rudeed, has a professor's chair been filled by stead .of: the words of the lecturer, to one of 
one of higher personal endow menu, nod his portable sketch-hooka, in which are de- 
habited in bis official robe, be Woks, during posited innumerable likenesses of all the 
the enunciation ol* ooe of his favourite pas- Edinburgh prtifessftcf for. perhaps the last 
sages, as if inviting the artist to transfer him half century . In short, the Doctor has re- 
to the canvass as the bcauuh'U of a professor linquisbcd the pursuits of physic for the 
o'hjiuuy. A “ suge player,” or G '* reader practice of the painter, and devotes bts 
ofMiakspeare." might indeed take umbrage whole time to pencil, ox pen uad ink, 
at the oftentimes unvaried emphasis with sketches of the professors of Edinburgh, 
which he declaim* common-places; but as which it muat be admitted he executeawtlh 
these are of importance to the studeut, as a masterly fidelity to the originals. It 
thev are to be impressed on the memory, might be supposed that one so devoted to 
»ud not merely to please the ear, the energy j His adopted art, sod of such extremely ifi* 
of action and deration of voice with which ''offensive manner* as the Doctor undoubt- 
lie enunciates his discourse*, are at least odly is, would pursue hi* harmless avnea- 
j udiciouely employed to keep up the Attention tious in the lecture-room, without inter- 
of the audience, though they way not bcal- ruptiou to the- pupil and the professor. It 
wayareguhlted by theprinBiplesofguwl taste, is however almost impossible,, for the mow 
Though generally affable, good-humoured, Melon# student in the acquisition of kaow- 
ftud sprightly in the discharge of hie duties. ledge. or for. the most abstracted lecturer in 
there are occasion* when thetm enatomarv the discharge of bit duties, not to have hie 
and amiable qualification* give way to torn- attention distracted by the grotesque ap- 
porary irritation. X)r. Graham having a greet 'Hmrauce ofthe Doctor, ns he sit* undertbe 
horrur of interruption, and of ” sketching ” glare of a ga*-cbandelier, with hi* sketch* 

I ikum-sscs during the delivery of hi* lecture* book spread om Wore him, hit spectacle# 
is sometimes ruffled into pasaioa, not by imbedded in bis griay and bushy brows, 
lb* pencil of '« iScolus,’’ but by that of a and hi* pencil seeding its mdattrious bum 
much more celebrated artiat, the well-known around the clasA-rootu, a* be plies it with 
l)r. Syntax of Edinburgh. The Doctor (we, indefatigable perseverance over a tlip_ of 
of extras, tn*nu Syntax) is so singular * por- “ Bristol Hoard.” Apart fnm .the «*- 
aonage, that we are induced to turn hia own (ruciiou which so attractive an object roust 
ai t against himself*and traiuiVr him to our m-resswily create ittthe tniud of a speaker 
pages, h'or aught we know, but from bm engaged in a^riou* avotariona, we nave 
appearance, the Doctor may have Wen a *omc auspiciou that Dr. Graham may be 
contemimrary of Cullou'a, and has had tb* jealous or tlte divided attention of the pu- 
rare merit of continuing a student all tbr pile, who are a* much occupied occasionally 
time, in despite of lectures and examine- with the labours of Syntax, ns with hisowu 
pona which he liu beard and uudwgoac philosophic »peculation>. Ilia eye, at loat. 
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«tu A* •*» « fern <* poo Syntax, lib 
brow IB lotx.uiUtTSiM to nwgU#«» 
the delivery of the mo*t important ps*** 
perlM9» «r fa« ««e«iRBe) but true to ws 
uvoonte pnrshta, the Doctor mistaking 
the rebuke for 1 new expression in the fe»- 
tnirft* of his subject, stares more earnestly 
at Dr. Graham. until worn out of patience 
by the fuse of the painter, he exclaim* tn 
t - gMoroxysm of indignation, “ Hit* done, 
dr, 1 do not like to be carioatnred, it is 
disagreeable to ray feelings, and injurious 
to the interests of the class V* the ex¬ 
treme pains, indeed, which Dr. Graham 
takes with the instruction of hie thaa, 
would justify the expression of the diasp* 
probation manifested on those occasions 
against any interruption of hie labour*, 
while the punctiliousness with which he 
insists on at least an acquaintance With the 
principles of botany from the graduates of 
the University Of Edinburgh, suggests the 
propriety of examining the question, whe¬ 
ther botany should be bona fide »a item in 
the curriculum of the education of physi¬ 
cians. There is nothing indeed more com* 


open* to the industrious student* a lfoo** 
ledge of it is Indiwienssble to the accom- 
plUwil pbywologtat. «k»* MW .«!«• 
roa.Ujr uadantm ib* l«»« of anm.1, 
wiiSoBt* corW«|ttwli»s Ktju.iuluc. *nh 
ttioM which nig«bl« vrg.ubl. life and 
or**Bil«lMe. 

Score*. 
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T/terk were fourteen co»*s. Gentlemen, 
admitted into my wards last Thursday. 
Among the women were two cases of Icjirn, 

, _ _ 9 _which were evidently syphilitic, from the 

non, than to hear pupils complain of the Meprous spots being ia fact tubercles, anti 
labour of preparing for an examination in a' from being very dart. 1 observed like- 
seiebce which they hold to be totally u*e-1 wise in one of the patients an ulcer of the 
leas in the practice of their profession. Nor j throat, and tu the other an ulcer of the 
is this complaint confined to students; the j tongue. Both women of comae denied hav¬ 
ens bono of a knowledge of botany, being j itig had a syphilitic affection, and having 
a common interrogation among persons re-j been in the way of contamination. But l 
mated beyond the labour of its acquisition, j am satisfied that ycu will see the two cases 


and exempt from the inconvenience which 
an ignorance of it might produce at an 
examination. It is certainly much easier 
to ask them to point out the precise value 
of any one of the jnvdicsl sciences,patticu-! 
larljr when the practice of them is qr often j 
empirical as it i* scientific. It might, for; 
exunple, be readily asked, Of what use is! 
cbetmsiry or anatomy in the treatment of 
certain diseases 1 Ah analysis of Mue pill/* 
or a knowledge of the structure and rela¬ 
tion* of the lirer, throws do light whatever \ 
on (he operation of this drug on that risen*. 
Bat are chemistry and anatomy to be repu¬ 
diated from the “ curricula ” Of public in¬ 
struction, on the Strength of this and other 1 
isolated facts l. .Stately not; hut it would 1 
be as disingenuous to answer, as it ia to ask j 
thequestion iu this abstract manner. No. 
doubt Iinna?n» himself might make a very ! 
sorry practitioner at the bed-side of a pa¬ 
tient; but we told that no practitioner oau 
be thoroughly cognisant of the nature of the 
sheets tfbicti be employs in tbe practice of 
nw profession, without ft knowledge of 
botany, which has been top long considered 
a* ft mere science of hard name* without j 
meaning, among tbe medical men of Great 
Britain. .Besides its use in the cultivation 
of medicine, the improvement which it He* j 
Slow* M tbs mind by ibo views which it 


cured speedily by mervnry. There was 
likewise a esse of ecm-iim, one of anasarca, 
and one which appeared tu he merely dy¬ 
spepsia, fur there wns no organic disease 
nw gastritis. 

Spasmodic Cimtraetton of the Hand awl 
JFbsi.—There Was also ft very curious care of 
constant ftpasmndic eoutraciioa of the h it 
foot and hand , th« foot is drawn greatly 
inwards, to that it cannot to airaightcued at 
all, and the hand is likewise drawn in, hot 
iu mi inferior degree. This is exactly the 
appeunmce which we observe sometimes in 
routiuued fever, and it oocusiounUy remains 
during the whole of life. You are aware 
;b*t a state like thi* arises from no fault in 
dm arm. or fog itself, but in the nerves at 
tb*it union with the Iwrin or marrow, ex¬ 
actly saiit beuwplegiM, the ii iffkrence between 
the two being, that in hemiplegia there i« a 
loss of ppww, but here an exoftssfos irrita¬ 
tion, of the hems, or Junta or marrow, at 
their union with the brma or marrow. It is 
not merely that the nerve* of motion are 
alone affected here, tbs motor nerves of 
ffOsion ooly, the moior nerves of extemdon 
hekig undisturbed. Upon making inquiry, I 
*ooa found that there were symptom* in the 
h«>d and neck. The back of the head and 
tbe back of the neck immediately under 
it wets exceedingly painful, and on mak- 
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***% **»• occipital bone, there wu I staple means-by sajoioing, fim^theewat 

W**— toMternen; the wiring there, r ‘ “ " ' f “ * 

ledwd* was far greeter then tttbesxtrewi. 
tie*—the extremities raftered from the vio- 
lence of the tension erased by the position; 
hot at the back of tbeneck was suffering from 
inflammation, extreme tenderness on prea* 
ture ; end 1 directed all my attention to the 
upper part of the vpmal marrow end the 


neighbouring part of the head, T$e disease, 
I presume, it in the medulla oMoagats, or 
the cervical portion of the spinel marrow* 

I ordered tlu> patient to he capped in the 
nape of the neck to the extent oft pint, tod 
such km the effect that* the roataac the 
Wwd was withdrawn, the hand became per* 
fectly straight, and remained ao for tome 
time. This was a atrikieg proof that the 
practice was right, and 1 have no doubt 
that by perseverance we shall care the com* 
plaint; for this reason, that it has existed 
only six days, consequently there is probe-j 
My nn organic affection, 'i bis is a more t 


perfect cleanliness- l had her thorftffgM* 
wished wtooahe om» io, and timn 1 am 
ployed tepidahlatioa or cold ahlulion,which¬ 
ever was tbs mors agreeable to her, and 
whenever aba &U ho*, jtovcral times a day. 
As titers sms pads head, l directed 
|ft*sn leeches to he spptied to tins temples, 
snd these were reposted. 1* a lew days 
there was foadenMcsaXtb* pi| # Ske au^ 
mesh, hot her debility wet •uob.thstl *re» 
afraid to apply leoehea again, and therefore 
ordered a Mister to bo plated upon tW epi* 
gsetrfum. She took hyiL cum ereta,*§*s«g^. 
every four hours. The mouth beoems #li|btiy 
tender, her tongue clean, and aba w»s soon 
convalescent. She was atone time io a state 
of great debility, bat by allowing her sulk and 
two pints of strong beef kee per diem, and 
combating the local symptoms, tits com- 
bunt gave way. It n said by soma of the 
'reach writwra, that when thorn is pain ia 
1 the epigastrium ou pressure, blisters are an 


minute division of nervous disease than we ; improper mode of treatment, that they pro* 
usually see. The disease is not only con- j duce great irritation, and we ought only to 
finwl to the nerves of motion, but to those |apply leeches. 1 know, however, that where 
nerves of motion that cause the flexion ofj there is such debility that we cannot apply 


the muscles. 

itch .—Among the men was a case «fj 
epilepsy, one of well*marked cbtuhic fastri- 
tia, one of deep-seated inftstnnutioc above 
the knee, which does not appear to be rheu¬ 
matism, one of nervous palpitation without 
organic riitu ftte, which came on from anxiety 
of mind or some little tmnp«my distorb- 
anre of the system, one of scrofufous cartes 
of the thigh and pelvic bones with ana- j 
•area, one of itch, which might be easily i 
mistaken, ss it is the pustular description of 
itch, which of course if treated with sny 
thing but sulphur, it least with the ordinary 
remedies of cutaneous diseases, continues to 
go on month After month, and yet looks ao 
an like common insfc, that it is sometimes 
mistaken, 1 discovered it chiefly by looking 
at other part* of ths body, and bniliog about 
tbs wrists and breasts the wtH-ta»i*cd com¬ 
mon fmrta of the disease, notwithstanding 
the large pustules, which hed nyMbing but 
the appeamnecs sf common itob. In other 
parts. One esse Wes scads* font, and cue 
continued fsvar. At so many «m« were 
Admitted, of course a great mifof $ad been 
presented during tbe preceding week, and 

mnottg *h«w "«*» # ■**»«*♦v ■ 

Omtfoweif jRw#wThe drat of these of 
which I purposespeaking, was • ease of, 
oonttnuOd ftver, which occurred in one of 
those poor German females who petambw* 
lots the streets, eiy**| *» Buy a broom-" 
She wss a tnrtivaof* vfU«f» near Frankfort 
on the Maine. It did Sot appear to hire 
arisen from contagion, nod w«a cored, as 
yon wttl ace atmont iwy eras of wctianvd 


keebes, or when we have applied them fre¬ 
quently, and still something more is requi¬ 
site, you may have recourse to blisters with 
great advantage. The only injory arising 
from blisters, is where they are allowed to 
take the place of the loss of blood.—when it 
it necessary that a certain quantity of blood 
should be taken sway, but it is sot taken 
away. In such esses, if you merely apply 
blisters, you produce great irritation; but 
if you remove a certain quantity of blood 
either from the arm or locally, after you have 
done this ottce or twice, or more frequently, 
tbe time may arrive whea blisters will be 
useful, from the continuance of the symp¬ 
toms. Sometimes blisters may not be re¬ 
quired; hut if the irritation continue after 
yon have emptied the part well by means of, 
leeches or general bleeding, you may have 
recourse to blisters with great advantage/ 
That ws» the case here; her tenderness 
was speedily removed by tire blister. She 
recovered so soon, that having been admit¬ 
ted on the XOth of October, she wss on the 
llth of November jwwwfrrf, sod-was side 
to walk home. I bis is the comma* treat¬ 
ment adopted by ms, end it itra s trooc ra ftrt , 
that during the last two years only one pa¬ 
tient has died to the hospital wader my cat* 
of continued fovsr, and that was a than wb«» 
was admitted in the advanced period of 
typhus; his tongue black, sad muttering 
delirium prases** Strict .attention to 
cleaoliMkS, cold er teuid ablution or affu¬ 
sion, focal bleeding wherever signs of io- 
flammetiea are present, attention to tbs 
bowels, and the roodeme exhibition of 
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nctoiry. if tb* bowels will increasing it gradually to forty, three tamos 

W it, or the bydrnig* <jnm Crete, and if a day. and-she .certainly recovered in a very 
thereto imtstiou of the intestine*, you may great degree, sod desired to go home. I 
H>%' «iwierntfi quantities of astrin- have not met with many cases iu which it 
£*»(*, or oftbtes, or l eec hes and blisters to, has. been J& successfully employed, and, 
ttm abdomen, should it be ia so mflamma* indeed, wherever there ia drowsiness and 
fo ^Oonditioo. ■' - ■ •■■••• .' v giddiness, it would appear useless, I should 

^There was likewise among the,women fancy, to employ the iodine. The proper 
who were presented another case of eouti* remedies, where there ia fulness of the head, 
sued fever, which was treated ia nearly is general or local bleeding, a moderate de¬ 
lta same way. No. 9 ia the same ward* :TUeigrce of purging, a moderate use of mercury, 
disease waa mild, and the local irfimtiott not and low diet, great eare being takeu not to 
intlie beadoraMomeQ.hutin the dtesi. Ia earry these too far. I am sure that many 
case* of fever, if you apply the stethoscope persona are, reduced far too low iu the treat- 
tu the chest, you will generally find a slight went of hemiplegia. They are suffer.-d to 
rattle of the same nature ns ia bronchitis, sink so low, that the brain cannot repair 
Here the seat of the local affection Indicated the injury it has suflVred, and the aysiem 
that the locnl means should be employed at gives way. Although Antiphlogistic nim- 
the chest. The pain was cot great , there sure* are generally best at first, and un- 
waa only » slight soreness. 1 ordered leeches doubfedly demanded, it should always be 
to the chest, aud gate her the byd. cum remembered that ther^ is a ilauger of carry- 
ereta ten grains, three times a day, the same log them too far. If, after general or local 
aa in other cases, and ordered her to be kept bleeding, you keep up a drain from the 
on slops. There is, perhaps, a dancer of pf*t, exhibit mercury moderutely to Ic.iren 
increasing the bronchitis if vou chill the congestion and inflammmiun mid promote 
surface of the body, at least when there is absorption, it is often t tcessurv to e mploy 
inflammation of the sir passage*, lungs, or meaus to keep up the strenjjb. Iodine 
pleura; 1 have feared to use told effusiou may ho at this peried f»* »]uently useful, 
or ablntion ; and as the heat was ineonairiet* Yet 1 have given it often fruitlessly; 
able, did-uot Imre reeou’SB toahiutiou either aad often when persons n covered under 
warm or cold in this east*. it* us -, .1 saw no proof that the recovery 

■ There was likewise the case of pteuriii* was not owing to natural pmcesaes, or the 
presented, to which l alluded iu a former) an lipidosis lie means empl yeJ iu the iir*t 
lecture, which was cured hy u good veue* f inat mee. Those who-siuuy morbid ana- 
section and leeches, followed by the admi* tomy will suspect that it cuuuot he very 
nistration of a large dose of calomel nnd generally useful, as sometimes a softening 
opium. There was no relapse, ami she of the substance of the brain, sometimes 
wont sway well. excessive induration, encysted tumours, 

Hemiplegia ami Paraplegia .—There w«« fungous and other growths, are frequently 
also a case of hemiplegia, much improved discovered to have been the cause of the 
under the use of iodine, kit which I should disease. So also I tnsy remark with re* 
be wrong to nay had been benefited by lire gard to electricity, which is much recoin* 
iodine. It is very common is caves of para- mended in paralytic affections ; neither it 
Hrsia, if moderate diet be observed, for the nor strychnine, any more ihtO iodine, can 
disease to decline, without our haring re- be expected iu these eases to he of any 
course to remedies of any other kind ; and 1 service. If it be a case merely of lo»s of 
have no doubt that many instances of hemi* jywer, or of pressure from effusion, then 
plegia thus cease of iht-ir owu accord, when TR&ulaaU will be of use. You will per- 
the cure is ascribed to medicines. Afters haps recollect a case nfyjpamplogia which 
time congwMioa ceiUK-fc, or the effused wss six or eight mouth* mWilliam's* Ward, 
fluid is absorbed ; and if l.,w diet be ob- where there was pain in the spine. 1 knew 
served, a return of ilia congestion oreffu* U would be of no use to give either iodine 
sian ia often prevented. The absorption or nux vomica iu Uiis case, hut 1 applied 
wiH proceed of itself; and if, in the lower setou* sad tbs moss, kept tlie patient 
orders, these complaints are left alone, they oo a low diet. U’illij*,, ho wprsr, that lie 
Will improve to a certain degree, aad then should rasp the beneftW tbeee SMMft, if 
get no Worse, or totally disappear. The tiury could be of benefit,! gsve him »Uo nux 
tincture of icd»n« has ken strongly rvcom- i vomica, or the ttiTcbnine, for many months, 
mended in rases of hemiplegia. It dues j and triod electricity fairly, hut without any 
good, pr.ibably, hy promatin* absorption of i alteration iu the complaint* 1 have, in foot, 
effwsed fluids. In the present case, nothing failed with the strychnine not only as often 
wai observable, but that the woman had! as with iodine, but nroeh offoner; where 
***#• tcr . •'**- No beadach, | there is softening or induration of the brain, 
drow*u»«M, or giddiness, was complained or tumours or morbid growths, it must 
of. I began with tea drops of iho tiiictuie,j be useless, there are eases of torpor only, 
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when strychnine If successful. I hare wire*; on the contrary, the complained of 
employed It frequently, and no* vomica eoldneis of the hand* am) all the other jointsi 
more frequently, but i cannot Bay in any indeed, colda**f*all over. The pttt* tdoet 4 
cans with success, unless the ca«e were one ed,*be sa&* Were nedur warm* T ordered 
merely or torpor. Accordingly, m poby of lief the wwm-bath every d«y, and half • 
the wriata from lead, 1 have often thought drachm of the Ha. gatiaci ammoniata three 
strychnine of advantage. times a day. She at once mended, aud was 

Palsy of the JfftrfJM-Tberewiis a vrty able to Ivave the hospital in *• we*k; She 
good cuae of paralysis of the wrist# from required « stimulating irrstmeot, mad deple- 
lead in which electricity wt# employed, turn would have done no goOd^ hut might 
The umn wua in William's Ward; he had have aggravated theeomplai^^^ 
been ill a year i tbe bramwos nbt affected, gard to the employment of the hot*batb*ft 
nor was the spine, but here the chorda and ia aWuid to suppose that any good can be 
extremities of the nerves were torpid, deed- derived from itsuae where it is had recourse 
li ened by the poison of the lead ; a* like* to no .oftener than once or twice a week, 
vis**, no doubt^ wetK the muscles them* a* many patients employ it. Yet with no 
selves; the band, in fact, was poisoned. He more frequent use of it, persons will coma 
was jO years of age, and had beet; a painter, and tell yon that they have used the warm* 
There bad been no internal affection, no bath and found no benefit from it. It ought, 
colic, but simply the bauds had dropped. ; to be used at least four times u week, and if 
Now thia is just tl»e sort of case in which poltible, every day. Some people cannot 
I hnve seen advantage derived from atrycb- bear it eveiy day, even if they only stay m 
nine, and have, indeed, known a cure *p* • abort time, from its producing profuse 
patently to result from its use. I ordered (Treating; but frequently they can bear it 
the wrists to be electrified every day by when they tell you they cannot, if you use 
shocks, and the strychnine to be given in it but moderately warm, and they stay in 
the dose of one tenth of a grain, i acres*- only a few minutes, lb the tieannent, 
ed to on eighth, three times a day. lit ibis hoWVT«»r,of cutaneous diseases and rhetuna- 
case 1 am satisfied that it was the elec- tism, it is ryuite ridiculous for people to em- 
tricity, and not the strychnine, from which ploy tha hot-bath once or twice a week, 
the benefit was derived, first, from the cir- .Many pfltienls cun be gradually brought to 
cumtuuce that the dose of strychnine waa use it, not only once, but twice a day, aud 
so very small (it was only increased to aa then derive so much the more benefit. I 
eighth;, aud next, because there wero no hove seen diseases which had baffled all other 
symptoms of catching aud tiugliug of the means, cured by the patient going into thy 
parts, which you know are among the bath three times a day, find remaining in it 
i-ti’ets which strychnine produces ; thirdly, an hour ea-.h lime.* This woman bad it 
finding the cur«' far speedier than 1 had ever every day. With respect to the tincture of 
«i*en from alrvchnine, tmd believing the elec- guiacum, it may bo used in any quantify 
tricity to be the successful remedy, I sud- that will do good. I ul«nysthink it unjD«ri- 
denly, discontinued it, and went on with liable to give a large dose of medicine if a 
the electricity, aud the cure proceeded just small one will answer the purpose ; sud, an¬ 
as rapidlfriitlmfot't. H« tvsu admitted on the lew in a violent coiapiahit, 1 restrict myself 
+ 7th of OemWr, and went out on the if rb of to a smalt dost* until 1 find it fail in doing 
November. He was electrified tltorouphlv good, and then 1 gradually increase it. Half 
with shock# in (he wrist* every day. The a drachm ofauimoniated tinctura ofguiscum 
alrychmjta was only employed ior ten days, i* a fair dose; *nme persons, however, will 
He would, in fact, h«v* gone out earlier &*♦ bear n drachm, nnd some several drachms; 
fur au attack of rheumatism, which cotuC o«. There was a man in the hospital last spring 
in hi* knees and delayed hi* departure. in whose cave I fount! it necesanry to In- 
Rheuatixtfl rryviti he stimuli tine trait- crenai* the do?e to two; Uiree, four, five, and 
went .—During the we-k several ca*ra «>; then six drachms, t»i then it answered th* 
rheuiuatfam have been presented, all of purpose fully. You find it menticuied in 
them cured, and l wiH now point hut to you some books that these large dotes are ?*- 
the treatment ofibvutmuismwbk'h I Iwv* miired in many cases, aud it is eettattfr* 
foaod ntOBt twecoaliU. Amongthe women, fact that there is no rule for a dose of this 
for example, the^#ta one osao of rheoma medicine any more than tor a dose of Mu¬ 
tism admitted which required a stimulating tber. Many persous will he made sick by 
mode of treatment, j «oe Davis, aged **, such a dose ns three drachma; many per- 
had been ill four months with rlieomntic s^ns will bo purged violently, ami others 
jnuna ia the joints, which becume so bad might, for what 1 kootr, hare gaseitis pro- 
thst at lilt the wtk obliged to give up work, dueed ; but there art some who will bear it. 
Warmth to the parts gave her relief. She and who are not cured with lew. If this 
hod no thirst, dryness of tosgue, sweating, mrdieinedo not produce the good effect 
heat of outface, nwr lKat of thepott them- you desire, if it douot warm, or warn hut 
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tnuiestl^aiAjwt to*>tdiwpw -itk tlx 
•tsBtdiwbMail, lb, daM lUuuld b« gn- 
dually buacawd. 1 ban amt gina it ia 
aixb d aaaa «a than, axcopt Car tlx purpaae 
bfatinabating the lyitom tbntugbtail. It ia 
aeatiovad hr Sir Gilbert Bianu ia Ilia " Jla- 
dical Logic, ' that in ooe form of acuta riteu- 
Mtian, in iwraona of a actofuloua diapotl- 
tin, tlir large dots of halfao eunca. ia »ery 
aarricoablr. 1 ban not triad it, but if it 
yargc the patient mil, or anal bin, I caa 
cuncein that it may do bin more good that 
it would do bin liana by »u ululating bin ; 
yet I ebould think that in caaea of ectire 
rlieumatiam, aa it ia a atimulatiog uaadieuio. 


nay be bufad, I maoaoo tenMMei *» 

blard generally in sctiverheomatwin. * 
find that lood Weeding, with cold>tc»» or 
mercery, it aufteieo*, esd i never 
have recourse now to general blrading, ex¬ 
cept where, a# in the ptoeent earn, there ie 
internal inflammation, 'IVre was ieBam- 
roation in the internal parts of the cheat* 
tad, therefore, I Wed the patient in the 
erto, but bad it not bean for that, I ahould 
[ either not hare bled her at alt, or I ahould 
here applied leeohea to the part* moat af¬ 
fected. Svdewham once bird all hie pa¬ 
tient* profusely in acute rheumatism, but 
fouling om torover just «s wvli without ve- 
if it do not make the natient sweat*dr purge | Bisection, he gave up the practice. Tim 
him well, there would be considerable danger] medicine in thisease was half a drachm of 


of it* stimulating effect* doing him great 
harm. Still it would be absurd to deny e 
fact. I find it one of the beet atimuiating 
medicines in cases of chronic rheumatism, 
where the temperature of the patient requires 
to be increased, and warmth does good. 
This patient had been ill four mouths, but 
by this medicine and the use of the lipt-bstb, 
the became well in seven dsye. This was a 
rapid cure, but I believe in the account of j 
it there was bo deceit, 

Bheumatixm requiring AnitphUgixtic 
Treaifnent .—The other cue* of rheuma¬ 
tism were of an opposite character, and 
would probably have been injured by such 
treatment. Gee cue was that of a woman 
in Mary's Ward, who also had been ill four 
months, and although it had continued 
throoghoet that time, the affection was as j 
active as though she bed been ill only four 
days. .Rheumatism is frequently active 
when it baa existed for twelve months, that 
is to say, the (tarts are at the end of Umt 
time hotter than they ought to be, and best 
aggravates their pain, so that if you apply 
auy stimulants you do mischief, but if you 
employ tli« common treatment for acute 
rheumatism, you do them good. Acuta and 
chronic are terms by no means synonymous 
with active arid passive nr indolent. In 
this woman I found some slight affection of 
the chest. There was palpi Is lion of the 
heart end some degree of cough, and, there, 
fore, ( hadjpeoursa ia her case to geurral 
bleeding. rife. active rheumatism, however, 
whether goat* or chronic, I very seldom 
b*ve to resort to gvuursl bleeding; never, 
indeed, unless tliere be some internal ini!am* 
Matioa t for i always find local Weeding 
•newer every purpose. If you take the 
Indication merely from the buffi nee* of the 
b|ood, jr'oo will find, if you bleed the patient 
to ten pin!*, and there sre esse* on record 
ia which ihat quantity has Wen extracted, 
site last piot may be bufed as much as the 
first. This ha* beta mentionvd by several 
author*. Bolong as the least rheumatic in- 
Summation exists, I know that the blood I 


vitram ooichici three tinea a day. 1 believe 
many practitioners make it a role not to wn* 
ploy viuum eolebiei, but colcbicum itsvlt in 
powder, or the tincture of the seeds, which 
*ay be of equal service. But we fill into 
the habit of employing particular forms of 
medicine, sad I always employ the common 
wins. The quantity administered to this 
patient produced purging, and then the was 
considerably better. 1 have sometime* teen 
eolchicum do good in active rheumatism, 
without any sensible effect Wyond that be¬ 
nefit} bid, for the moat part, 1 have not 
teen it beneficial, unless purging were pro¬ 
duced, With this treatment, although the 
taid she bed Wen ill four month*, she be¬ 
came so welt, that though site was only ad¬ 
mitted on the Sftth of October, she went out 
on the llth of November, without, as fax as 
could be seen, aey complaint. 

There waa a caw precisely like the last 
also admitted on the tfttib of October, into 
Jacob’s Ward, which is among thole now 
presented. It was one of active rheuma¬ 
tism. and had existed seven weeks. The 
part* were hot, and the warmer the joints 
Were kei-t. the more painful they became, 
to that, indeed, the wmmth of the bed ren¬ 
dered the pain ten times worse, Thirty 
leeches were applied to the joint* that were 
In paiu, and he took half a drachm oi vinum 
cokdhci three times a d«y. With t his via* 
pi* treatment he got so wall, that he went 
or>t on the 31 th of November, the same day 
that the women wt» prewnted* There wse 
nodeviation in the treat*#*!; these simple 
remedies were employe!, and be went on 
Pfrfw tly well, I eee, that just before be 
went out, the rbetunB&tin, which still re¬ 
mained io a alight degree, changed its aka- 
motor; he had no butter toy heat Von 
wftt frequently find, that the character of 
rheumatism will change \ you may reduce 
the heat until you have cold rheumatism t 
tod, again, you may htoreaa* it RB you have 
hot rheums***. X bar# Man tbeae forma 
Of rheumatism alternate, tod bare been 



DIL IfOTTAU* 


m 


obliged to alternate Die treatment before 
the patient wot cored. 

1 need not *»y, that in those etui where 
I had recourse to local bleeding, I employed 
modern!* diet; it it right to feed the pa¬ 
tient* on elope, or thing* little better. Tbe 
French reproach us with employing tbe most 
violent remedies in the country in acute 
diseases, so that we nearly kill tbe patients 
by bleeding them and ginBg them calomel, 
end let them all the while eat beef-steaks 
and drink porter, end do what they like. 
There may be mea so silly, there ere men 
in every bestneee and in every profession 
who do not conduct their concerns in the 
most judicious manner, but 1 am confident 
this i* not the «se with tbe great majority 
of pracutioeeri. The same attention te 
generally paid to diet iu this country at in 
auy other part of tho world ; but hi detail- 
iug our cases, we certainly do often omit to 
•peak of the diet. We take it for granted 
that it is known we do not give wine and 
porter; snd from the circumstance, there¬ 
fore, tbit we do not say *o, tbe French 
have imbibed the idee that we sever attend! 
to diet at all, but that we just see the pa*j 
tienta, write a prescription, and then let 
them go on as they choose with respect to 
fowl. This, 1 am satisfied, is an unjust ob» 
serration, if it be made generally ; but atiU 
there are, doubtless, some who do not pay 
•a much attention to diet in thie country as 
they should- We msy, however, reproach 
some of tbe French with carrying restriction 
in diet too far. I am sure that most per¬ 
sona who have seen patients that have bees 
treated by the French, have every now and 
then met with instances in which starvation 
had been earned so far, that tbe patients 
have hem te danger of siuking 


is ganon), wbat ii said be Dr. Ketotelb 
perfectly trtpv, that beyond tbe general idled 
of low and moderate diet and full diet 
which awry practitioner must be acquaint* 
ed, every atan knows beat what agrees with 
him, ana he can aseertain it as well, if not 
better than- die doctor. Tbe object of 
minute rules is often rather to make an 
impression on tbe patient than to lay down 
any specific plan which will do essential good. 
Ai$a wo, an ettza etigenia tttd, okrvmvc 
vtrumutre fit vtiiius, mud* commutU ju* 
iicio ntmettrei, quam efiau fuffibet, Mitts 
meUutpte depreheniet. There' is a differ- 
enoe between low diet, moderate diet, and 
full diet; and every practitioner should be 
very attentive to tbe quantity, tad the **• 
tritioua and atimulatiag quality, of the ibof 
which tlw patient » allowed to take. But 
«w«wf nicety is directions il too often 
nffeded, Qwwwh $mi*, qvomuh *gris 
t nvettdum sit , Medici saptnutnero vidcutur 
nimif cvriote et reMUiter duputure. 


atiascntmou tor me widow sun oa* 

Ttt* Ul or TH* LST* DA. NUTT ALL. 


To the Ediievoflui Lawcit. 

Sib, -4 need not refer you to the Num¬ 
ber of The Lancet, in which you did me 
tbe favour to insert my letter reutire to tbe 
lamented death of Dr. N nttaU. 1 feel con¬ 
vinced you have not forgotten the offer yon 
then tendered in behalf of bis amiable and 
disconsolate family. Your promptitude in 
Riving my letter a place in your valuable 
but who, | Journal gratified my feelings, but when f 
by allowing them • moderate quantity of; read the note which you attached to it, I 
animal food, and, in tbe same degree,!felt supported and sufficiently authorised in 
stimulating liquids, lave rapidly rallied and j endeavouring to ascertain tbe state in which 
got well. If we commit one error now and 1 the family were left, in order to avail myself 
then, the French commit an opposite error, of your liberal proposal, or to thank you for 
i will not say every day, but a* often as we the same, and to coavinee youwelf and 
run to tli* other extreme. Let those who \ readers that our fears were ungrounded, 
commit the cue fault or ibe other be blamed, i Tbe result of my inquiries ia far from 
bullet us not blast* each other generally,• pleating, 1 regret I cannot conclude by 
Every one should reoollect that be does not j returning you only tlw sincere thanksof tbe 


do hia duty, either surgically or medically, 
unless be lays down rules with respect to 
diet, There is no great difficulty with re- 
gird to these rule*, Every on* must know 
that those wbo write oa the digestive or¬ 
gana catty tb« point much too far. It is 
sufficient to say. that when a parson is in an 
inflammatory state so as to require bleeding, 
general nr local, at antiphlogistic treatment, 
that one part of that treatment should gvao- 
rally consist in low diet, fa tba cutting off, 
of animal food sad stimulating Hquois, or 
.they should be takes te tbs Wweat possible 
degree. But with respect to articles of diet 


friends of the deceased, for your sympathy 
and proffered exertions, snd arise for the 
unexpected assistance you tendered. Xdsy 
unexpected, because at that moment you 
bad commenced an arduous and qxpeosive 
miderulung for the benefit of tlw medical 
profession. 1 bad heard of the vast sums of 
money ?ou must risk in ibe contest for 
eoroawahip, i was not, therefore, t Mile 
surprised, when 1 found yon bad volun¬ 
teered your puree, aanrell as tbs use of your 
pages, to aid tlw Mends of Dr. NuiiaH in 
any object they might have te view ter the 
benefit of bis helpless orphans. 




336 DR. NUTTALL, 

Yon Itava their thanks sad mine, andyou tber, all huddled togetherin %■ cold desolate 
merit, ust only oft this ocoasion bat many room, without a bed to lie upon, a blanket to 
others, the applause of every well-thielcing cover them, or fire to warm their nhrtering 
medical jnan, indeed of oil mankind. You frames. . He has felt as every Christian 
will do me the fovofir to omit no part of should feel—lie has acted as every Christian 
what Lhare written; I feel honoured in should cm— he has placed fire ou their 
sounding your praise, and trust you will not hearths* food in their mouths, and from the 
allow any*feeling of false delicacy to inter- dispensary sent medicine to restore the sick 
fore with my request. And now, Sir, to member to health. , In-many cases he hat 
my painful task. paid for - medicines when deity would have 

For the benefit of some of your readers proved dangerous. Who is the man thot 
who may not possess No. 367 of your Jour- could .condemn bins—who is the man that 
nal for Sept. 11th, 1830, or miher for the would not applaud him 1 
benefit of our cause, 1 beg to refer them to 1 trust 1 have said enough to account for 
pages 941 and 9*« of the same, they will Dr. NuttaU's not Irving riches behind him. * 
there see how 1 became acquainted with He muy be blamed for not having made • 6 ~ 
tbs late Dr. Nuttall, and Why I feel to provision for bis family; he endeavoured to 


appendix to my letter, which 1 shall copy 
here:— 

** Should the friends of the late Dr. Not- 
tall consider a subscription for bis amiable 
end distressed family desirable, our mite 
aud the use of our jwgea shall be et their 
service.—Eo. L.” 

This unaaked-for kindness on your part 
induced me to inquire more fully into the 
circumstances of the disconsolate, family ; 
having done so, and consulted with some of 
the Iste Doctor's friends, I find a subscrip¬ 
tion is n<* only deemed desirable by them, 
hut absolutely necessary for the benefit of 
the five fnihtricss children. You, s* well 
as your readers, will he convinced of this, 
when you are put in possession of facts. 

Some time prior to the demise of my 
friend, his affairs bad become embarrassed, 
owing to his having on more than one occa¬ 
sion lent his name to friends wlm proved 
treacherous—to the houw in which he re¬ 
sided before be lived in Norum Street, re¬ 
maining uutensnird for upwards of two 
year#—to his hating contributed to tbe 
support of an aged and beloved mother,—- 
and to tbe tender nature of bis heart, which 
melted st almost every tale of woe, and 
inti need him to alleviate the sufferings of 
the sick and distressed hy pecuniary aid. 

My former letter will partly serve to 
prove this last assertion. 1 could arid many 
others of a similar nature, indeed! could fill 
u small volume with anecdotes of his chari¬ 
table and other virtuous acts, which 1 have 
witnessed and heard of. Sweety a day 
passes hut I see some poor creature who 
has benefit' d hy his kindness nr profes¬ 
sional ad*j>e, and who laments with genuine 
Wars his departure from this world. Some 
may think Dr. Nuttall was indiscriminate in 
bis givings. Not to: no man In London 
ever witnessed more real misery than be— 
no mans feelings ware ever more tried. He 
has seen disease, starvation, and every 
misery, combined in one family ; he has 
risite'd such at sight in the severest ires- 


for five thousand pounds, poid the insurance 
for a length of lime, but through the perfidy 
of the friends to whom 1 before alluded, 
and from other causes, he failed to puy one 
instalment, and the insurance therefore fell. 
Some time after, he commenced again for 
two thousand pounds, which sum, 1 am hap¬ 
py to Sar, is sate, and the interest of which 
is all lh»t is left to support the widow and 
five of the loveliest children parents ever 
smiled upon. Their education won their 
lather’s greatest core ; he spared no labour 
to improve their minds—he allowed not a 
moment to pass without imparting to them 
soma useful knowledge—he endeavoured to 
make them not only good members of po- 
cietv, but was preparing them for a lifo 
hereafter. What can supply tbe loss of such 
a parent? Can money I no; hut it may 
serve to nourish the seeds he las so care¬ 
fully sown in such fertile soil. Those who 
have the will, possess not the power, at 
least not to the extent which is ncmasry ; 

1 allude to the relations on cither wide. 

The widow t»Stitteou fined to'ft lick bed, 
her recovery is »» yet doubtful; the losM>f 
a beloved husband 'preys upon the mind, 
and other circumstance* combined with 
bodily affliction, *ra almost too much for so 
delicate « frame to combat with. 

For the information of me of your 
readers, I ought to have stated that Dr. 
Nuitall was one of the physicians to the 
VVestminsfrr Dispensary, (sennrd Street, 
Soho ; that he laboured for the institution 
fifteen yeors up to tbe period of his last 
illness, 

I fori convinced* and it is the opinion of 
many others, that the inceunnt toil of at* 
tending to the duties of tin* dispensary,- 
assisted mainly in undermining his consti¬ 
tution, and to hasten his death, 1 have, on 
severs! ocewiros, se«n him out after mid* 
night in all weathers, visiting the sick poor; 
have walked with him, and foil delighted 
in offering him my arm, that 1 aright profit 
by his conversation, Whilst I was it* his . 
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company lie was never idle; I may say with i and, from time to time, your readers shall 
truth, that his mind and body were con-! be apprised of the success met with, die 
stauUy nt work ; indeed, “ he was a min, j manner of disposal, &c. 


I remain, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

J. H. Tucker. 

16, Howland Street, Fitxroy Square, 
Nov. *7,1830. 


A hook (in which subscribers are request- 


take him for all in all, we ne’er shall look; 
upon hit like again.” Front the long-con - i 
tiuued illness of the widow, and from the ' 
impossibility of Dr. NutlaU's attending to j 
his professional duties, the little stock of j 
cash he possessed prior to his fatal attack , 
ws.« so nearly exhausted, that the day after I 
his death there was not found sufficient in j 
the house to defray the next day’s expenses. \ 

A friend, into whose hands was entrusted 

the srrungeineut of affairs, from his own; . ' , . . , • „ 

purse supplied the deficiency, and paid the J ®, d 10 . wnl « lb « r ^ rae8 ’ “ d lh » a T° ual . of 
funeral expenses. An aunt of the unhappy , "* mHllon */ ** *® nt t0 lb ® following 
widow arriviag fram Scotland, relieved"bo l»ve coMenled to receive 
him from a continuance 0 f his voluntary • •wwripltona 

kindness, and up to tliis moment, a period I Messrs. Hummersley,Greenwood,and Co., 
of nearly three months, the family are iu- i 69, Puli Mall. 

dehted to her for support. ! Mr, Itobertson, 34, Gerrard Street, Soho. 

The interest arising from the insurance The Rev. Mr. Stevens, lo, Huntley Street, 
will uot he payable till twelve months after Bedford Square. 

the demine of the insured. I am informed; Mr.Tucker,Surgeon, 16, Howland Street, 
six months must elapse before even the; Fijtroy Square, 
claim commences, ao that ai the end of the! The Lancet Office, 210, Strand, 
year there will he only half a year's interest j Messrs. Callow and Wilson, Medical 
clue amounting to <¥)t When 1 first began Bookseller*. Great Windmill Street, 
tiiis letter, it was my intention (wialiiug to Messrs.Burges* and Hill, Medical Book- 
spare the feelings of the widow »»u her ■ sellers, Mi, Great V\indinil! Street, 
reiuiuuisi to have named only the orphans Mr. Iiighley, Medical Bookseller, 174, 
of inv lamented friend; hut having been Fleet Street, aud Webb Street, Mate Pond, 
made acquainted with what I have just; Borough. 

stutid. jour readers will with rue conclude. Mr. Anderson, Medical Bookseller, 40, 
flint some pecuniary assistance is even at. Smithfield. 

this moment required. I Mr. Taylor, .30, Upper Gower Street, 

from what l have heretofore witnessed,! 

I doubt not hut the avmpathv of the pro- ' ■ :3 *' Allow me, Sir, (o soy a few words 
feasion, and mankind in'gem will enable 10 ) onr brotl)f,r j; uiroi<$, whether couduc 
us soon to lighten the burden of the dis- Wrs oi «‘*dical journals, or of newspaper*, 
trererd vrtdw mi her vraUworilt, "H-j { S W m W ,._lU.I M „, iItd Byw | f ,f 

'<•* "T i i namely, the „„ of hi, ,»g« for r .ro«.»l„,g 

bvgrm t l. ediH -J ' J - ' ' n *ubacri|itiim far the bttltehlflf the ur|th,n. 

«o „« oo l .or taw .tt».fwm tl* pro. . of ,< |)r Nulu ,„ wll J cl „. 

their tn.te *.H be pWHOilj, "" [K . l , [ for „ 1(H(! ,. U(> klwK , llm 

«.red ; b»> wecall »|»» them' » V ™* «> ( , , j,,,, Ul fetched, 1 

r.tree, where they now run i * ‘V ' sincerely hope vott will lihewi*.: grant us, 
V"? *"“f "Z. ‘ , J * 1 . * r «'*- of «M M, all .be resist- 

thi large curie rtf '* '* ’* , , i ’ ! " d ' nitre v -o U cun. mid kindlv jiubitah to the 

kttawe t hi. rase. " e hope th.n that each WOI ,j- Unect la ihe 

vr wl rt ; z »wo*. ...i «,w 

fall*, wiii lend ua bis am. that he will lie-. v 

come tho receiver of suhst riptiona from ln- ? 
jiatienti aud irieiui*,a»>U that h» will forward | 
the same to Messrs. Ilai.iinersloy. Green- ' 
wood, aud Co., bankers, ol», Fall Midi, or to j 
any of the uudermcnironed lepnsit 'ria* f<»t j 
auhsr.riptioiis. Three ol tho late Dr. N uttahV j 
\ friends have been fixed on to take the charge ' 
of subnet iplioua, and to dispose of them »s 
cirrumstancea muv requite. 

A a often a* may be deemed necessary, 
tin* moaey received hi the diifcicnt place a 
will be forwarded by tlieai to the bankers, 

No. 37 D. 


] am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

3. Jl. 'Tuck ra. 

16, Howland Street, November 27, 1830. 


M-Bfcnieriox. 

Tut Lwctr.. •... 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY.—MR. C. BELL. 

Mr. IIerschei-. This xpeaks not lew for 
tlwir honesty then their judgment. A writer 
in The Times of Thursday asserts, tliat the 
election which took place on Tuesday was 
not for a President, but for a Member of the 
The election for a president to the Roy/il Council, fab ! 


THE LANCET 

London, Saturday, December 4, 2830. 


Socisrv, took place on Tuesday last, when, .— . ■ . 

upon scrutinizing the numbers that bad] Mr.Cnsuits 13 km., it appears, is not a 
balloted, it was found that there were 219; little piqued at his resignation haring been so 
rotes for hie Royal Highness the Duke of] unhesitatingly and unceremoniously roceired 
Sosssz, and 111 for Mr. Hsbsciisi ; thus jby the Council of the University. Mr. 
the Fellows of the Utiyal Society hare elect-1 (j 1)AIU . r , s Beil had amused himself in this 
ed a nyal chairman. Had it been a scientific j wav s0 long, that his toys had becomo ei- 
society, the president it has chosen might i C endinglv disagreeable to his neighbours, 
have found himself in unsuitable company. He was not careful of their windows. It 
As this body has lost nearly all pretensions j mBV b 070 been reX y pleasant to Mr. Bill 
to an elevated character, Mr. Heuschei. j to toss “ rissignetion” papers two or three 
may congratulate himself on not having oh- times a month to the Council, but such 
tained the chair; for high as is his character,! trilling could not fail in the end to prove 
and brilliant as are his attainments, be would exceedingly irksome to the objects of the 
hare experienced great difficulty in support. ] anuoyanec. Other resignations, we under¬ 


ing bis reputation, pressed upon, us it conti- ] stead, have token place, and the University 
nually would have been, by such a ponderous i 8 hi a fair way of overcoming many heavy 


weight of ignorance. The Society i« rotten .difficulties by which it has lung hern «p. 
tothecore. It wants intestines, rather than J pressed. U> beseech tint Council not to 
ahead. Taking the Fellow s as a body, their j act with precipitancy in filling the vacant 

chairs. Tint errors already committed u» 
this* bead, should stand ns a salutary cau- 


character for science is not likely to be in¬ 
jured by the accession of the royal l’resi* 
dent; nor does the Duke's reputation forjtion in their future proceedings; and we 
scientific accomplishments incur any risk of implore them to elect by contours, by open 
injury from the proceedings of the Society, j competition, and not by the secret stur- 
Thus far they are happily associated. The 1 chamber method of deciding: by private 
Duke of Sussex is not without his merits;! testimonials. Ju throwing open the doors 
hut if the Society enjoyed a high reputation, | to all scientific men of sound moral ebsrac- 


and if it were zealously devoted to the culti¬ 
vation of the abstruse sciences, the election 
of his Royal Highness to the President's 
chair would have given us deep regret. As 
matters stand, however, we think the choice 
is likely to prove beneficial to tin* public in 
more respects than one. To the honour of 
the medical profession it may be stated that 
Dr. Prout, Dr. Pep vs, Dr. bo»KKviu.t, 
Dr. Chambers, Mr. J. H. Green, Mr, 
Brouje, Mr. C. Bell, Mr. T, Bej.l, Mr. 
Hubert Mayo, and Mr. Mantu.l, were 
among the zealous and o pen supporters 0 / 


ter, we should witness the brilliant sign 
that would distinguish this institution from 
the ancient a bode-a of ignorance and prtju- 
dice. To hundreds of aspiring geniuses it 
would I licit appear as the promising, tho 
encouraging, beacon of their brightest hopes. 
Two or three more false steps in the choice 
of professors would retard the University 
for many years. 


However much the surgeons of the pre¬ 
sent day may boast of fbeir learning and of 
their aucmslul labours iu tho field of modi- 
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oal science, it cannot be disputed that the Governor!, end Commonalty, oftbe Artaud 
respectable ancient Company of 11 pain ** Science of Surgeons of London.” 


surgeons ores very successfully opposed' 


Titus matters remained until the year 


up to tbe year tii+O, by the Company of 1790, when, owing to the death of several 
Barber-surgeons. The barbers had been I of tlie-individuala who constituted the Court 


sufficiently influential to get regularly in-; of Assistants, it was alleged by tbe sursi- 


corporatcd so early as 1460, while the: vors that the Company was dissolved, snd 
" pures ” could obtain no separate corpora-! they applied to Parliament for a new act, 
lion, but thought tbemseires fortunate in j with a view to procure a greater extension of 
being united with the Company of Barbers, j their ptieilgea. The members at large, be- 
when the joint association was styled j coming alarmed at the contemplated attsck 
“ The Mystery and Commonalty of Barbers, u pon tlieir righta, petitioned againet tbe 

and Surgeons of London.” Haring blooded, bill, end, at last, got it thrown out oftbe 
sbuved, and rooted out corns, clipped heir Lords, after it had passed tbe Commons 
anti legs, most successfully, the College of without opposition. Lord Trrua low parti- 
Physicians became alarmed for their repu- cularly, and in no very measured terras, de- 
tstiou and their profile, sod prosecuted the j nounced the proceedings of the promoters 
rising ■> shavers” snd “pures’’for divers io-j of the hill; he characterised them as frau- 
fringemeeta upon the rights of the fellows, j dulent snd infamous, and it was owing to 
The doughty knights of the rsior sud lea-! his Lordship’s powerful influence, that the 
cot were not, however, to Ire intimidated,; petitioners against the bill were anceessfu). 
The keen edges of llie r weapons proved This contest took place 10 1195 or 1796. In 
au over-match for the gold-headed canes.j the year 1800, the defeated party, still en- 
1 he grand united company prevailed at : gaged io their hole-and-corner proceedings, 
court, aud obtained from J r«ts 1. a charter, secretly petitioned hieMnjesty Oaoaos 111. 
which entrusted to them the. examination' f or , charter to enable them to re-establish 


of all who should practise surgery withinj t ], e f u „ cl i on , they bad so long enjoyed under 
three miles of London. This wes deemed a i a,e tilth of tii once 11. In this application 
severe blow by the College of Physicians; ‘ n,ey succeeded. Tbe charter was granted,— 
nor was the infliction made less by Charces ; t | ia i ebartet by which the College is now 
J., who extended As power of the shavers j goTen iod. and by which the members of the 
as far as seven miles from London. Time | College are still robbed, insulted, endde- 
mauers stood until the reign ofGiosoi.ll.J^jej, p 0 sbow i, ow mile i ,i, e 
when the barbers aud bleeders could 00 0 f this document nre to tbe character 
longer agree. Their jealousies und dis- j all ,i aoe^>m|ilishment* of the surgeons of the 


putc* were at last so much heightened, that i present day, it is only necessary to state, 


the throats and limbs of many of his Mn- j t j int ^3 instrument is almost s; transcript 


jestv’s lirge subjects were pieced in great „f the charter which was held fly “ the 
jeopardy. The strength of Iho razors ulti- Commonalty n/ Harhcrs amt Surgeons in 
mutely prevailed, aud the broken linccts the year l.itHl,” and—still worse—av Tin 
wore compelled, though, it seems, not very compasv or nanuses jvconeoRarrn iv 
unwillingly, to retire from the field of con- H(jl! Yes; tiro present charter of' the 
tealion ; for the “ puree ” bed contrived to College of.Surgeons in Lincoln’s Inn Yields, 
obtain many friends at head quarters, and mrvans not from that which was niuNTtn 
immediately succeeded in procuring an act, 10 THt daubkh is 1461! Tbe managing 
wliioli incorporated them into a diitinot pattiea are designated by different names, it 
company, by tlio name of “ Tbe Master, ls tr w ■ ihui, “ Master” is now denomi- 


Z2 




340 REUNION OF SEPARATED PARTS. 


nated u Prerident,” 44 Governors ” are 
caalled " Vioe-Bresidenta,” and the “ As¬ 
sist ants” are styled “ Councillorsbut 
the ordinances for the elections are pre¬ 
cisely similar, directing that all vacancies 
occurring in the Court or Council, shall be 
filled up by the surviving members, thus 
precluding the commonalty from taking any 
pait in such vitally important proceedings. 
The choice depends entirely upon the will 
of the surviving members of the Council. 
True to the lette^ of the burbera’ charter, 
not one word is mentioned on the subject of 
the scientific qualifications of the candi¬ 
dates. Not that we would insinuate that 
the members of the Council tire without 
their qualifications! Oh, it is a goodly 
44 companytruly a company of *' shavers.” 
That man who would not assist in abrogat¬ 
ing such a charter as this, is not only a dis¬ 
grace to the profession, but au euemv to the 
whole human race. 


revn iox or tEVAuarro tarts. 

At.ttiovch there are several instances on 
record in which parts, after having been 
completely separated from the body, have 
been afterwards reunited wi:h it, we believe 
their number would he much greater if the 
possibility of sucli a union were more gene¬ 
rally admitted, and the attempt to produce 
it more frequently made. The following 
cases, extracted from the ■* lleureberg 
Cliaiscbe A unales,'' will therefore, we 
trust, he read with interest:— 

M. D., ajtst. 21, had in o duel a piece of 
the nose cut off, ten lines in length and seven 
in thickness, comprising part of the alau 
and lUa cartilaginous septum. Tin- frag¬ 
ment fell on the ground, wish its raw side 
turned upwards. It was immediately picked 
tip, washed, and applied to the wound, an i 
kept in this position for about ten minutes 
with the- fingers; after this lime it Wu* 
fixed with sticking-plaster, and the wound 
repeatedly fomented with an aromatic infu¬ 
sion. On the third day the dressings wire 
removed, and the nose carefully washed 
with warm aromatic vinegar; it was of 
reddish-brown colour, and reunion wav 
found to have taken place at ull points 
where the akin had boon vertically divided, 


a amall place only, where the section wa§ 
horizontal, suppurated slightly. The uniting 
bandage was again applied, and the aromatic 
fomentation continued. Oh the fourth day 
the epidermis of the separated piece was of 
livid colour, aud it seemed as if reunion was 
not so complete as bud been suspected. The 
temperature and sensibility of the nose 
were, however, perfectly natural. The 
wound was dressed in the same manner as 
before, nnd lint dipped in o solution of sub¬ 
limate was applied to the ulcerated part. 
On the bill day the skin began to he de¬ 
tached ; the subjacent tissue looked healthy, 
and was covered with granulations. On the 
ath tiny a small portion of the skin canto 
away, hut the loss of substance was noon 
filled up. After this time no unfavourable 
symptom occurred, and in about h fortnight 
cicatrization was completed at all points. 

In another case, a young man received in 
a duel with swords n wound by which it 
piece of ill • nose, half an inch in length mid 
breadth, a Slap of the upper lip, an inch in 
length and three lines thick, mid, lastly, a 
part of the undei-lip and of the apophysis 
menti, were chopped off. All these parts 
had fallen to the ground: the piece of iIim 
chin was immediately taken up and fixed in 
its place by fifteen sutures; the fragment of 
the nose could m»t he applied for about 
twelve minutes, and that of the* upper hp 
wns not found; the separated piece of the 
nose became reunited, excepting non-thud, 
which « a:n*! away. 'The. wtur.tis of the bps 
iieah’d with a coiuid'-ruble to)** o! suh.->t inve, 
and w re cicatrized on the doth dav. 

M. 11., art. VO, had. in a ruse, n part of the 
now-, of twelve lines in length ami sixteen 
in breadth, chopped off; the stroke was di¬ 
rected mote U.wards the left side, amt the 
left ala was completely separated ; the flap 
terminated at the upper lip, aud adhered t> 
it by means of s pedicle about » line nnd a 
halt in diameter; there was a profuse he¬ 
morrhage Iroiij the left nasal avi-ry, which 
it was found uec-ssary to lie; Hu* flap, 
which ni< nnwhim had become quite cold iiml 
pah*, wm then reapplied in its proper finer, 
kept m situ by a few sutures and sticking- 
plaster, and fomented with aromatic wine. 
Towards the evening the piece of the nose 
had slightly recovered its temperature, hut 
was still pule and collaps' d. On the third 
da/ the dressing* wi re cautiously removed, 
the piece of the nose was of a bluish colour, 
almost ruld and quite colhipsed, and the 
stump of the mwe began to br covered with 
erysipelas. The edges of the wound were 
dressed with uu viutiuent of camphor and 
lb-rovidn halm, and the fomentations were 
continued. On the Mb re-union hail not 
taken place in any point of the wound, all 
points of suture hud aupputbted, and on the 
?th the piece of the uuae came away wbiUt 
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the patient was sneezing. The wounds 
were healed up after about seven weeks. 

B., tcrat. 21. of fair complexion, received 
in a duel a cut across the face, by which 
part of the tip of the nose, the ala:, sod 
tt portion of the septum, were separated ; 
the piece was immediately reapplied, and 
kept ill its place for a few minutes with the 
fingers, and then by means of a uniting 
bandage. The skin of the patient was so 
irritable, that the sticking*plaster caused an 
erysipelatous, inflammation arid a papular 
eruption, notwithstanding which, however, 
reunion was found to be complete ou the 
third day, yet the. separated piece was of u 
bluish colour, and, it was expected that mor¬ 
tification would ensue ; the skin became de¬ 
tached on the fallowing day and came sway, 
h aving an unhealthy suppurating surface ; 
under the repeated application of u balsamic 
ointment, and the solution oi'sublimate, the 
uh i-ration Wi-uimt of a more, li'altby cha¬ 
racter, and after a few days the wound be¬ 
gun to granulate. The separated piece re- 
liiiii'-d its vitality, and ricatrizauun was 
completed on the 1-Oth day. 

Besides these four, the above journal 


The immediate cause of marasmus it in¬ 
efficient nutrition, arising either from a di¬ 
minished or suppressed absorption of chy le,, 
or by a deteriorated condition of that fluid 
which renders it, if absorbed, unfit for its 
important office in the animal economy. 
For although irritation of the nervous sys¬ 
tem may prove fatal of itself, it does bo 
usually by its immediate effects on the 
brain, or die medulla. If the irritation be 
more protracted, the functions of the intes¬ 
tinal caual arc* from this cause deranged, 
these affections, as well as partial wasting 
or paralysis, it 1 b not my purpose to treat. 
A healthy body, especially that of the child, 
is in a state of constant renovation and in¬ 
crease. The supervention of disease in 
those organs which perform this important 
function incapacitates them for their duty ; 
their function is either altered, or suspended, 
or destroyed. 

Draining some absorbing power to other 
tubes, the grand medium of nutrition is the 
lacteal apparatus of the intestines. What¬ 
ever, therefore, deranges the function or 
disorganises the structure of the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary tube, may be 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
A’m Tinker 8, 18:10. 

Mr. Caixawav in the Chair. 


, ,, , J ,. I considered the exciting cause of marasmus. 

“*"• *" <*""!«* k ? ! Hu chief of d** cftc.es Ke-re.eouou of 
tin* same practitioner, in must of winch re -, t |, c mceouiuiu—dentition—exposure to cold 
union proved successful. j —the recession of eruptions—deficient or ex- 

I cessive supply of aliment—deleterious food— 
] worms—the poisons of measles, scarlatina, 
i small-pox — of which diseases intestinal 
irritation and its consequent diarrhoea are the 
most frequent sequelae. To Ibis list it may 
he expected 1 should odd those cases of 
profuse or increased discharges which are 
marked usually by wasting, as coryza, leu- 
t orrluca, and perhaps diabetes, but if I ad¬ 
mit those it would lead me to digress, as the 
, emaciation unending them is a consequence 
jwrs^nts mah miur.. |ut almost every disease in infancy. I wish 

Mr. Devdv this evening read a paper;hero to confine myself to the abdominal 
on the pathology and tieaiuicat uf infantile • sources of marasmus. 
nmruHimift. j I consider then tiiat there are two cou- 

Thestudy of those morbid affections which . ditions of the mucous membrane of the 
occur during the period of in fancy is one,! bowels which induce marasmus—simple ir- 
said Mr, Deudy, replete with interest. The ? ritatum and inflammation, or muco-eiileritis 
helpless coudiliou of the paiiout, the obsru- j —often u disease into which by neglect sim- 
nty of the symptoms, the sudden exposure! pie irritation may he excited, a fact which 
of the frame to the influence of external j agrees with the opinion of Dr. Goalis, that 
agents* the abrupt assumption of the duties. the niajuiity of infantile diseases hear au 
which be lung to the alimentary canal, and • inllnminatoty character. 1 do not mean to 
extreme susceptibility of the nervous system,; assert that this diseased action invariably 
are all matters of inkiest and importance. J commences in the mucous membrane ; mauy 
Amongst ihedueusrs which are arranged . instances have. 1 d.mbt not, occurred where 
in the infantile nosology, tliyro are few, the • idiopathic inflammation of the peritoneum 
causes, symptoms, seat, and treatment of ! has been the primary disease, extending in 
which have excited so great a diversity of,the end to the mucous surfaces; although 
opinion as the malady which has been do- | where we lmve ulcerations, And even fiatu- 
uominnted— mtwirs--atrophialactnutHtiU '— ; lous openings at the points where the coa- 
febrit infinitum nmittens—hectic /mr—j volutions of the intestines lie in contact; it 
lab ft mcntutrficQ — nntraswus. The causes! will be a difficult task to say in which tunic 
■ of this diveisity may have beeu various. the disease first commenced. I believe. 
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however, Chtt jferitoniti* ia marked usually | establish the remedy— ft iftlUtlry, or critical 
by the adhesive inflammation, and muco- diarrhoea. 

enteritis by thb taorbid changes I hare Simple Irritation, —Is characterised by 
alluded to above. I otn anxious to esta-: those symptoms which have beau termed 
hlifth, aa far as I can, the proper seat and : mesenteric and infantile remitting fever, 
nature of this distressing disease, because j It is seldom that the disorder is observed by 
I think that error regarding this ciroura- us in its first stage, the treatment of which 
stance has been productive of frequent un* is usually confined to the nursery. The 
successful practice. The pathologist has child is restless aad fretful, the prominent 
been led away from the commencement of symptom boiug often simply constipation, 
the lacteal tubes, by a fancied importance To Ibis succeeds a contrary condition of the 
attaching to the mesenteric glands in the alimentary cotial; the secretiou of the mu- 
function of nutrition, or the t-raio or stimu- coua surface is increased, the effort of the 
lent plan been resorted to when depletory system, iu fact, to dislodge a load from the 
measures have been indicated. Hence bowels, und we have niudous diarrhusa es- 
vr as ting of the body has bren described by tabliahed. Thia is the stage at which the 
the sweeping term' tabes mesenteries, be- patient is usually presented to us. The 
cause a suppurating gland has been some- evacuations are mucous, slimy, or watery, 
times discovered on examination. My books sometimes of a grass-green raised with 
had led me also into this error, but expe- flukes of mucus, and sometimes streaked 
rieuce has often shown me, on the dissection with blood. Small hard buttons of feculent 
of fatal cases of marasmus, how slight, if matter are often evacuated with the mucus, 
any, disease existed in the mesenteric and these are attended by a most painful 
glands—how extensive were the lesions of tenesmus: in the intervals the abdominal 
the mucous mid peritoneal coats of the iu- pain often ceases entirely, and the child will 
testines. then suck free Ip and even eagerly, und up. 

The suppuration of mesenteric glands is pear lively. The beat of skin is not much 
generally a secondary disease, extending increased, the pulse is accelerated, ranging 
from other tissues; or iu the scrophulous often above 100, the lips are dry,and there 
enlargement, it may be an ineffectual effoit is often an aphthous affection of the lining 
to expel some constitutional taiut; or an membrane of the mouth. Gentle pressure 
incapability of resisting that action which, on the abdomen will rather soothe than irri- 
in a vigorous system, snd within due limits, tate; aud the child will even benr deep 
is set up to repair or relievo the vis medi- and firm pressure of the hand without cry - 
catrix natural. ing,—the expression of complaint indeed,*!* 

I believe that muco-enteritia may often generally more fretting than crying. This 
exist as a primary affection, yet it may be state will soon become aggravated; the. 
considered also ua an aggravated form, a diarrhoea and tenesmus will be more con* 
consequence of previous irritation; but as slant—often incessant, and prolapsus .ant 
the removal of that exciting cau?e will n it will taka place. The child will become 
effect the subsidence of an established iu- pallid—often of a iiyiA|^Wttple.jtioa; the 
flammatorjr action, the distribution of the appetite fails; tho pane become*tew per- 
causes of marasmus into simple irritation ceplibic; the exacerbations of fever more 
and inflammaiion becomes of the greatest frequent. the emaciation extreme ; and in 
practical value, equal in importance to a this condition the child will gradually sink, 
knowledge of the seat of excitement. In these cases dissection will discover to 

Irritation moy be termed a disorder of us little morbid change in the abdomen, ex- 
functioa—inflammaiion that of structure. In cept, perhaps, a superabundance of flaky 
this distinction consists the practical im- mnrus, or, in a protracted disorder, apecu- 
portance, which if we disregard, we may on liar emptiness of the alimentary tube ; the 
the one hand drain the system of its blood colon will be ofien distended with gas, and 
to absolute exhaustion with none but a fata! throughout the small inieaiinea numerous 
effect; on the other, we shall neglect those volrulinre often found. Death then Usually 
measures without which the same disap- occurs from n m»-re deficiency of iibsOrptioo*; 
pointment will follow. I shall, therefore, the contents of the bowels being hurried 
consider separately, blit briefly, these two past the mouths of the Ucteals with great 
conditions of the mucous surface. If l have rapidity; of this condition I might cite 
made myself understood, it will bo perceiv- numerous examples, 
ed that l presume to endow these varied in this disease, however, w in many 
excitements jriih the power of producing others, there may be a remote sympathy 
the two diseases indiscriminately, hut the with other organs, which we are apt to 
action established on the membrane by the overlook ; with the membranes of the brain 
specific excitements—measles, scarlatina, especially, in which chronic meningitis and 
aad small-pot—ia, similar to themselves, a ventricular effusion take place, aa it will 
disease for which nature herself will often indeed even in cases of extreme irritability, 1 
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protracted auckfiugf ^ ^ 

Muco- Enteritis. —In this disease we bare 
some syiapiomi in common. It may, how¬ 
ever, be distinguished IVom irritation by 
u more oppressed though fuller pulse, by 
greater hent of alrin, by a physiognomic ex* 
prt-sion of suffering, "specially about tlm alas 
nasi uiul thv lips, in the early singe by a feeble 
though shrill cry or scream, in the latter 
period by a dull moaning. There is a parched 
condition of the mouth aod lips ; .the head.is 
tossH'i ro mid fro; the pupils tire much con¬ 
tracted asiu meningitis, or dilated us ineffu- 
aion (f*-bris gastrieo, or synoclius); the legs 
are drawn up toward* the ubdumen, the beiJy 
is tumid, and there is pain felt on deep pres¬ 
sure. The absence of constipation will dis¬ 
tinguish this, l think, from peritonitis, or 
at least from idiopathic inflammation of the 
peritoneum commencing in that membrane. 
The evacuations, in the advanced stage, are 
of a very peculiar character, a greyish pulpy 
iwu* like chewed paper. If the ear is ap¬ 
plied to the belly there is a sound of con- 
Mmit gurgling, obeying the motion of the 
diaphragm iu breathing, differing from the 
usual sound of peristaltic action. Eventually 
the pain will be more savere on pressure, and 
wore extensively diffused; the peritoneum 
h.«* partaken of the disease. 

There is uu essential difference in the 
type of fever, in the second form, there are 
seldom if ever remissions, the local excite- 
in cut being constant. 

On the examination, especially of pro¬ 
tracted enses, the abdominal viscera will 
often be found matted togothir, so that it 
ii difficult to distinguish them from each 
otfc£r, ulcerated or .fistulous openings will 
be found pcrfuwi^ig their coats. Both iu 
the cavity of th^bdow-n, if that be not 
obliterated, sad i»i the iDlSStinul luho, pulpy 
or slimy, or purulent water will be fouud. 
Livid patches are sometimes observed both 
on the surfaces «f the inleauue* and the 
skin. The mesenteric glands will some¬ 
times be found enlaiged in this stage of the 
disease, ami in a state of auppuraii m. We 
have very frequently symptoms which 
might appear to indicate extensive effusion 
into the ventricular cavities; it is not bo 
often that we find much evidence of the dis¬ 
ease about the bruin, except that alight in¬ 
crease of serous secretion which is so com¬ 
monly found in fatol canes of pneumonia, i<c. 

Iu the treatment of these forms of disease 
I hare little to add ; my purpose has been 
rather to establish a discrimination, which, 
being determined, we aim!! bo easily guided 
in our practice by the general principles in¬ 
culcated in our elementary study. 

In many caws of simple irritation the re¬ 
moval of the exciting cause will bo of itself 
.BuffioieBt to con the disorder, ere in¬ 


flammation be established. The Heft .in¬ 
cision of a gum will often ape «ar to be the 
effect of magic on the child. The ©?e«t, 
however, moat mainly depend on the decree 
or duration of the dmrrbaia; for if this flux 
be immoderate, the contents of the boivela 
will be hurried past the iaetftal orifices to 
the effect of absolute exhaustion. It is, in 
fact, of uatural hypercathartis., With re¬ 
gard to the folio wing exciting cause*—re¬ 
tention . of meconium, deficientor oyer-, 
feeding, unwholesome milk, the irritation 
of dentition, the presence of worms, the 
remedies must be obvious. During den¬ 
tition, it is true that acute pgiu may, by 
directly influencing the bruin and nervous 
system, exhaust the vitul powers; but even 
here, iu almost every ense, I have observed 
diarrhoea has been a concomitant, if not a 
prominent symptom. In the eases produced 
by the application of cold, or the superficial 
cure of cutaneous diae;we, the re-estnblish- 
meuL of free cutaneous tanspiiaiion, or the 
reproduction of the eruption, will be equally 
beneficial. Iu .general, however, the re¬ 
covery will be expedited by the exhibition 
of small doses of liydrarg. cum creia, add¬ 
ing occasionally some aromatic powder, and 
one or two drops of the kiq. opii sedativus 
nt night, and after some days the employ¬ 
ment" of a mild tonic. The form I would 
recommend is the following:— 

Ferti ntl/th. cxsicc., 53 s; 

Pot. sulfth., $iij ; • 

Pu.Uk crucariU., Jss. cap. gr. iv. adx. b. 
ter die, and a lew drops of acid sulph. 
aromatic; added to these remedies, a 
few drops of laudanum should be given 
in au enema of starch. 

A more direct laxative is sometimes ne¬ 
cessary even under a stale of diarrhoea; 
for in those cases characterised by cachexia, 
the removal of a morbid coating, which 
sometimes accumulates to an excessive de¬ 
gree over the lacteal mouths, constituted 
th« laxative itself au indirect tonic. 

Lei me here briefly draw a distinction 
lm;ween the condition of tabes, and the 
state often consequent on weaning-—tbe 
child gradually becoming thin, but other¬ 
wise not exhibiting symptoms of an un¬ 
favourable nature. Such may be, in fact, a 
natural and healthy change dependent on 
more solid nutriment, an increase of mUMu- 
lar growth nod power, and a diminution of 
deposition into the adipose membrane. 

In speaking off the management of the 
second firm, rauco-enteritia, I am more 
anxious again to draw the attention of the 
members of this society to the nature of the 
disease, than to fatigue them with a detail 
of treatment so plainly indicated. The de¬ 
structive lesions, demonstrated on dissec¬ 
tion, prove either that the disease has not 
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tl'r.p bMn mrimtood, or.if ufdmlooJ, faitetioa 

.nefficinotly .MM. It t» in tbe enrly mn often to b« tomdmd M »»» •»« 
stives, whiletbee vac nations are mucous consequence. In the «Mt «Ut* be 
or flaky, or the spinaga grveu, that we do little more than rigidly adhere lo light 
rosy hope to relieve. I believe that when diet. . 

the yyacoations .assume the eppeiraace of Mr. Denny concurred with Ur. vyhiting 
thf ferw pdp, tad are in great quantity, as to the value of a judicious dietetic plan 
that«o treatment will be available; de- iu all these diaeawa, but he thought the 
Riructinn of part* has commenced, the re- exciting causes of tlie compluint were too 
pair of which ia beyond the reach of often o* erlooked. 

art, In muco-enteritia, from one, lo four - 

leeches should he applied to the abdomen ; November ihth. 

the hasmorrhage assisted by the application 

of a warm bread poultice every half hour, ADUtttWiUTioit of coanostva subumate 
or the child immersed in the warm hath on ixtincttiir o* bauk. 

the leeches falling off. The food light and The subject of Mr. Dundy's paper was 
mucilaginous. again discussed this evening, but the obser- 

Xt is right tor me to state that I have vations were of too discursive a nature lo 
examined several cases where the perito- permit of their being reported wiib any ad- 
nesl coat has been extensively diseased, and vantage in the limited space we could afford 
the intestines agglutinated without much ■ i 0 them. In the course of the evening the 
mark of disease in the mucous membrane, j President (Mr. Callaway) spoke of a f«r- 
TJiese cases, however, I believe to be not! mula which be said hud long been preferib- 
commou, but from their protracted duration j with the most beneficial results, hv Sir 
they would be as likely to exhaust lifeas'Astley Cooper, l)r. Babington, and him- 
any other foTtn of chronic disease. j self, jn tabes meseuterica, especially iu those 

Tbe pallid or livid complexion of the; chronic affections of the alimentary canal 
child in these diseases, has caused paiholo- j where change of structure hiul cotmneocod, 
gists to determine that the symptoms arose j «*., a grain of the oxymuriate of mercury 
from strumous taint of constitution and dis-; in an ounce of the tincture of hark, with 
me in the meseuteric glands, and hence some other vegetuhlt tincture, the name of 
they have adopted, indiscriminately, the which we could not ascertain. A few drops 
tonic or the cordial treatment in all the stages. 0 f this were occasionally administered. 

This I thiuk an error, the glandular suppu- An impression seemed to prevail amongst 
ratiou not being the result of abstract de- the members, that this mixture wasebenu- 
bility, but an effect of destructive inflam- colly incompatible, and its good, ax a mtr* 
motion on a texture endowed with deficient curia t, whs therefore questioned. One g«m- 
vitaliiv, incapable of resisting even slightly ilemim Mated, however, that iu a particular 


increased action. 


case which had come under hi* observe* 


Jo some of these cases, although there)turn, he had known salivation result from 
had been the most striking indications of ; its operation, into this circumstance we 
cerebral effusion, I have found the brain and j have instituted an experimental inquiry; 
its membranes of a perfectly healthy ap-jaud as oar observations-'will, we believe, 


pearance. reconcile the conflicting opinions* we muv 

lo conclusion, let me not undervalue the take this opportunity to state them, 
cerebral pathology ot infants. Although] When tincture of galls, considerably di- 
consider idiopathic meningitis in children luted with water, is mixed with a minute 
as very rarely occurring, yet Irom it« being quantity of co.rostve sublimate in solution, 
soreaOily induced by remote excitement, I a fawn-coloured precipitate occurs, result- 
not only always regard cerebral symptom* fing from the formutioit of a per-nallafe of 
with groat jealousy, but often advise duple-1 mercury and tannin. A similar effect takes 
lion and evaporation from the head, when place with the tincture of hark, and prorufd* 
I suspect such excitement as dentition, or from the operation of the same affinity. I bis 
the subsidence of measles or scarlatinu, Ate., per gallute of mercury is diss.lvcd, when 
would be likely to induce disease about the 1m nted to *UJ detj., with either muriatic or 
brain. acetic acid, a p^r-iuurutc or [wr-nceiaie he* 

At the conclusion of the paper, Mr. ing formed, and gallic arid and tannin set 
Proctor asked the author it he had not often free, it will thus readily l>e underwood, 
fouud the liver morbidly eularged in this that, though chemically incompatible iu the 
disease. _ phial, the insoluble co:npouml is again d«. 

Mr. De.voy replied, that in consequence composed by the acid secretions in the ali- 
of tbe great relative fixe of the healthy livsr meutnrv canal, and that it there operates as 
in iufsocy, bo could not answer iu the corrosive aublimste, or the ahlubla /ter - 
Affirmative. acetate of mercury, as the case may be. 

Ur. Wiurixo agreed with tbe author to If, however, the corrosive sublimate bq 


i 
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nittd with as mpunu pnpmtin of hark, 
it ia reduced to the couditioa of calomel. 

November it and 29. 


BPttSB AND tCALDH, 

Os the former of the above evenings, 
Mr. Thomas, a gentleman who is noi a 
member of the Society, laid before tho So¬ 
ciety apnper on the nature and treatment of 
boros sod scalds, which was originally writ- 
leu for the *'Foihergilian medal," n priao 
Unit was offered by the Society last year for 
the best medical or surgical essay that might 
be presented within twelve months, by any 
gentleman not a member. Some irregula¬ 
rity, wc* believe, occurred to prevent the 
competition, nnd the present paper alone 
was submitted to the members. 

The essay, though well drawn up, did not 
contain any.thing novel on llio treatment of 
th** injuries in question. Its principal ob¬ 
ject was the recommendation of flour, of 
which the author, from experience, spoke 
very highly. A discussion on several points 
referred to by Mr. Thomas endued, and was 
resumed on the following evening, tire 80th, 
hut it did not afford any information which 
u not already well known, nor any view* 
which have not, probably, been already en¬ 
tertained by moit of the members of the 
profession. Almost every variety of treat¬ 
ment obtained a recommendation from the 
speakers. A vote of thunks was subse¬ 
quently passed to Mr. Thomas for his com¬ 
munication. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.| 
November 87, 1830. 
l)r. Giusvaixin the Chair. 

Vt-CEKATbP URETHRA. 

Dr. (in as viu.r described a case of ulcer¬ 
ated urethra in tlm female (communicated to 
him by Mr. Marie), winch is at present under 
treatment at St. JHatthulomew’s, end :'oc the 
cure of which n peculiar contrivuuce whs 
riuployed ; tt consults of » perfectly flexible 
mr- light tube of t ut, covered with India 
iu liber, and tilled up with a atop-oock and 
injecting syringe. The tube ia introduced 
into the vagina and inflated by the pi*ion, 
until it accommodates itself perfectly tn the 
site of the passage, and exerts a certain 
defcren of pressure on the fistulous opening 
from the Urethra into the vagina. The de¬ 
stroyed portion of the canal is lima, h* it 
were, artificially replaced, tin* urine flows 
through its natural passage, and the ulcer- 
quid orifice is gradually contracting in six*. 


On the whole, it is hoped that a penamsit 
cure will be effected. 

■ 'v* 

CHOLERA MORBUS. 

Dr. Stxwart next reed a abort paper on 
cholera morbus, evidently intended rather 
to elicit discussion, than to communicate 
tmy peculiar facts or opinions. On the 
question of the contagious nature of cholera, 
Dr. Granville remarked, that some of the - 
\ circumstances connected with the Indian 
and Hussion diseases, were calculated to 
punle both the cootagiomst and the anti- 
contngionist. Mr. Bacot was of opinion, 
tbut diseases may be both of an endemic and 
epidemic kind; that cholera morbus may 
arise from atmospheric causes, and also from 
•pacific contagion: in this opinion lie was 
corroborated by liis own experience in hos¬ 
pital gangrene, fever, and other diseases, 
during the peuiusular campaign. The So¬ 
ciety in general seemed to agree in the great 
probability of the Ilussiun cholera extending 
itself to Kuglaud at no very remote period. 
Dr. Granville especially was inclined to this 
opinion. 

The only peculiar mode of treatment woe 
recommended by Dr. Webster, who cou-, 
tended that very small doses of opiates were f 
| better calculated to assunge irritation of thef 
stomach than large quantities. He usually 
gave five or ten drops of laudanum, com¬ 
bined with ten grains of the sulphate of 
magnesia, with certain success. Mr. Evans 
fully corroborated the efficacy of Dr. Web¬ 
ster's method, nnd alluded to Mr. Jtrodie'g 
proscription in the case of Miss Casliin, 
which he supposed was dictated with a simi¬ 
lar intention. 


ERRATUM. 

To the Editor of Tins Lancet. 

Sin.—In the last Number of your valu¬ 
able Journal, in the report of the West¬ 
minster Medical Society, it is stated that 
•• Mr. Costtlto said I hut cases had been 
lati-ly published by SpbutUU in .Italy, in 
i which the Beoale coruutum was adniiatalcr- 
| ed in free doses ” in cases of haunorrhag* { I 
| take the liberty to let you know, that Dr. 
j Sjutinardi was the person who employed 
the remedy, aud that he who made this te- 
! mark, was 

Your humble servant, 

D. C. Negri. 

8 <5, Poland Street, Ox ford Stmt, 

Nov. 30,1830. 
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A"' • ;; • i ?v »»«• *»*m. 


; YROV^'^bpON^KKT IW V*R COSSTRUC- 
’ Ajjjl 41 BMCTAULW. 

j?j| tf Am»N Evans, /I/./)., T ignmauth. 

' ' : i0fcte*'Qfyot)x readers may be inclined to 
Wppote ib*t the*u’>jpct of tlt« present Idler 
■."wA»pl»c« l d p when inserted in the columns 
of your invaluable Journal. However, I am 
disposed to look uponituy informationwhich 
tends to remedy a defect in the organs of 
our most useful sense, the eyes, as perfectly 
adapted tn them. 

For some time post, I hare been in the 


To the Editor T*f Uhc*t. 

•‘SMIdipt in Tetfote*. Watford*" •»*»* foo 
And dirty spite, to*mre» of abject wed, 
ttarmle.* ytay 0 >r bis filiated pa**, 

Tt» Hwb we stand to ft*f Ws sr«ro «r wipe ; 

Maori is the omr# his uhtma? ba» rna 
Bat Ions e*ovK h l*» tea** hUft quite 

Sin, —Your correspondent, Mr. Wolford, 
reminds oue of a mitejutulanl hoy, who 
when quite vanquished fties to the ia**i tr- 
! source —puerile abuset and although eaub* - 


ror some time pasr, i nave aeon hi uib * — . *-~ . .. ", . , e 

l.»liit.fu.ia S theia«bl r < ! o M «Te.y.-slM,,|«“ t ">, u "‘P l q“' ,i,Uoo ‘- *• '"I-"'" ,r 

commonly emjitoyed h/yoe.g people. oud »>«««***"} 6 

I— found ifiit it, utility 5 may bn ,.ry much, I '»•«” Wore the touch of hut F» 
indeed wonderfully increased, by h.iug it i even tliu vmkmt ui Mr. Headiu.rou • 
in a particular direction in relation to the P u i, * . . 

ere. The Uatemont fur procedure in tfiej % ws-orutg the _hlu« rdtand 

experiment i 
assistance of 

nature of the subject adonis. That part of!**»» compliment*'** aa-. u ,n,. 

the glass which reels at the inner cantltus , ttun ul the same feel*, which Ml.,I Mr 
should he fixed as a centre, whilst ths part i " “Uord forward art your Ottuac . M« frirwl 
towards the external eanthns is directed : did 'he hot his cnouuiMauce. allow a*!, Mr. 
firvards to a degree whiefi varies in differ.' H’ul/ord could do no more, and Ins was 
ent persons. Whenitreschestl.ispointorjMv. Husr wry ux|.«wuru ot ruspect ts 


focus, the object viewed appears extremely 
clear, so much so indeed as to justify an 
assertion of increase iu a double ratio. Per¬ 
sons who do not require the aid of glasses 
cannot appreciate this improvement. Those 
only whose vision is ho far impaired as to 
need such artificial contrivance will pro¬ 
nounce ou its application. Mr experiments 
on the doubly-convex glass?* of old people, 
hure not been sufficient to bear me out in 
extending tlie principle io them; neither 
have 1 as yet arrived at a satisfactory ratio¬ 
nale of the process ; atmie of your readers, 
therefore, may' be ingenious enough to do 
so. From the knowledge of this circum¬ 
stance, I venture to sug'CKt to Opticians a 
practical improvement in the construction of 
spectacles. It is the following:—Let the 
space between the lenses, or that pari which 
reals on the ossa nasi, be formed with a 
pretty stiff, horizontal joint io the centre, 
in order that an obtuse angle could be form¬ 
ed when necessary, the vertex represented 
by the joint, the *iJBa by those putts of the 
spectacles which surround the louses and 
directed forwards to a certain extent as 
shove mentioned. This shape, although at 
present appearing unhandsome, would by 
lime, and its utility, he reconcilable to our 
ideas of beauty iu figure. 

Teignmnuth, Devonshire, 

October a?, 1830, 


tbui huiieal confession to Mr. Wnkb y a 
cause, and proves tliut the radiated siuu>e of 
Mr. Wsilford w reduced to a *maU locus 
indeed. 

Poor weak man ; in bidding biro farewell, 
we cannot help expressing uur obligations 
for the amusement his letters have atlordod^ 
and iu return we wish him ail ili« happiness 
a fallen spirit can attain. We tuu also 
assure him that our worthy leather, Mr. 
lieadinyion, car.-s ii tile Tor tj>f; venom of his 
rage, nor would ho »tdiy Jit* dignity even by 
noticing the mean reptile that has crowed 
his paths. To the bubbliug effervescence of 
Mr. Wuitofd's malevolent ruind he stands 
“ An the bi«b ruck s »»jr»ti>- Item, 
tfi owns on the ttocwl uor fuel* tin? storm." 

1 remain, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

J. ItlCIlAftOS. 

London Hospital, November JO, 1830. 


COLI.ECS or iPHORONS—ACKNOWL*»lC.U> 
AYAHH-fc. 

To the Editor ofT us Lancet. 

Sin,—The author of tho letter on “ Col¬ 
legia to Avarice.” which appeared in the 
last Number of your Join out, was surely 
influenced, in the composition of that letter, 
by some secret antipathy to the honourable 
court of which he complained. The ques¬ 
tion which commenced your correspondent's 



ifBStsci# at out’s.—tokocb. 


iriairatlM, iImM rMhtr b tht mU«st i 
Ofcoiijfntulitiwi (turn of oetuura: inasmuchI 
Wrttwlly *d»ltt«L on tk*b*ri of the 

#|«» lo«g itfpfSsed 10 b# 

«*? true objeet of th«r exertion*. ! sd- 
»», Sit, toy manliness of that sdraission ; 
OtHl only regret (list the houounbla court 
•Uould have delayed it, untilit mu no lougtrr 
neceuary for thu cau fiction of either the 
profewum or the public, 

I shell mil myself of this opportunity to 
caution many of your cornupondents against 
tlia extreme severity and evident St-nature 
it of their strictures on the Cetleee. Such a 
etyle is rather calculated 10 weaken than 
•upport the cause which it ia intended to 
serve. It is recorded of Mr. Curran that 
the most eloquent afid most effective of his 
pleadings was one in which be confined 
niuiself to (be mm fact* of his brief, and I 
am sure that the same mode of stuck would 
be excellently applicable to the conduct of 
the College-court. The bare nu-ntion of 
their neWuie*, the simple recit'd of their 
regulations, would awaken quite as much 
coutempt as could possibly be given under 


«r 

tike place shout dt8.tr, (successfol prtt- 
utlooeral) are always managed ia private; 
at It sat they an not pubUely announced 1 w 
the stttdrtttjl v to that lh*V are only attanded 
by a favoured few. Ai these may be 
deemed liberal regulation by King Harrison 
nod hie« ayi 
should be 


..ante, it is right that they 
isbed, for the benefit of those 
young gentlemen who may be coming to 
London, to expend their money in the pur¬ 
suit of knowledge. 

A Su kg ic a l Pupil or Guv’s. 

F. S. Me Morgan has now deceived us 
tJirau nights following. Do (ell us our 
remedy. 

Nov. 23, 1930. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


TUUOt tl or THE xncx. 

Tnr. patient, tlie subject of this affection, 
w»s auimiiud into Henry’s Ward, about 
(four mouths since, under the care of Mr. 
f any mctimsuiices to such an institution, j Lawreuee. There was a hard tumour occu- 
The bitterest eloquence of their opponents} pying the extent of the sterno c.leido mu- 

eniuiot censure them more aevnroly than -*=— J -1-- J 

they censure themselves by their own daily 
conduct! 


I am, Sir, with great respect, 
Your faithful sernaur, 

J.C.J. 

Church Street, Blackfmrs, 

Nov. 29,1830. 


ABUSKS IN CU'v’s UOSIMTAl.. 

7b ike Etiitot »/ Ths Lakckt. 

Sir,—As you hare ever stood forw nrd bji 
the supporter of the pupils’ right?, I biu 
emboldened to ask the insertion of a few lines 
in your valuable journal. I atu induced to 
«sk what course wo lire to adopt when ni¬ 
tre deprived of those privileges for which 
we have so dearly paid. Mr. Morgan 
professes to give his lectures on wounds 
three times a week, but he give* us some¬ 
times t wo, and frequently not more tlmu or.e 
a week, in eousequence of bis '• being in 
the country," or " not having his diagram* 
ready." Why, l would ask, were not the 
drawin;* prepond before the 1st of October! 
I* this, as bis colleague expressed it in Ins 
introductory lecture, doing Ins best to make 
M the short time we have to spend at the sent 
of learning (oh, dear!) most profitable?" 
and is it embracing every opportunity of im¬ 
proving us! No; this ia Guy’s Hospital 
treatmeut. 

' Again, post-mortem examinations, which 


toidt us, but uo discoloration of the surround¬ 
ing integuments. Nothing particular was 
done for it until about two wombs since, 
when the integuments covering this muscle 
become inflamed, and Mr. Lawrence then 
directed the repented application ofleeches, 
and subsequently the use of the camphor¬ 
ated mercurial liniment. About a mouth 
ago an ulcer formed over each extremity of 
the muscle, and a fortnight afterwards, Mr. 
Luwrence connected these ulcers by means 
of no incision through the integuments, by 
which a yellow inorgnuic mass, of the 
length and breadth of lire muscle, wot ex¬ 
posed, and w as supposed to be the sterno 
mastoid. A portion of it was removed, and 
exhibited u fibrous appearance. On the fid- 
lowing days, p rii«n.> of this mass, which 
appeared detached, were removed, anti 
about a week since, his neck aud heud were 
attacked by erysipelas, which was treated 
by antiphi igiftic means. During the ery¬ 
sipelatous muck, delirium came ou, and for 
this he w-ns b)-d from the temporal artery to 
3 x, bad bis head shaved, and cold lulioas 
applied. When we visited him on Satur¬ 
day the Stub, the erysipelatous inflamma¬ 
tion had disappeared, but the delirium con¬ 
tinued, mu! his nervous system scouted very 
much depr. **ed. 11“ remained in this slate 
until to-day ^.Monday the SJnd of Novem¬ 
ber), when he died. 

Mr. Lawrence, at his clinical lecture, said 
that he had examined the body after death, 
aud had found inflammation of the arachnoid 
membrane of the brain, a small quantity of 
fluid iu the ventricles, and rather more than 
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usual vasoqlirity of the brain. Nearly the u aooa as the pntient bad recovered from 
whole oftbemuacle was of a dirty •yellow the Ryucope, an iucition was made, by 
colour, disorganised, and scarcely a vestige which the popliteal artery was exposed uucl 
of healthy structure could be found in it. immediately secured. 

There wid aiao disease of the. liver, but uo Nov. 30. There has been no repetition of 
other morbid appearances could be detected, the bleeding, and the patient appears to he 
and there was nothing discovered that might proceeding favourably, 
be supposed to have given rise to the dis¬ 
ease of the muscle. . 


REPEATED HXMORnilAOK AFTER 
AMPUTATION. 

Tn our notice last week of the case of 
John Reeve, we omitted to date it October 
the Jotb, the day on which we wrote the 
report. We may now observe that he went 
on well from that time until the 2d of 
November, when hemorrhage again took 
place. Mr, Vincent was in the hospital, 
atul saw him within five minute* of the re¬ 
currence of the bleeding, and found him in a 
stale approaching to syucope. lie had lost 
a very considerable quantity of blood, his 
countenance was quite pale, pulse scarcely 
perceptible, and the limb perfectly cold ; 
the bleeding was not ao free as it had been, 
but was still copious ; the stump was open¬ 
ed, and the hemorrhage immediately ceasod; 
his pulse became imperceptible, and it was 
necessary to give him brandy, and to en¬ 
velope the entire limb in flannels saturated 
with very hot water. As soon as his puUc 
rose a slight oozing of blood took place, and 
endeavours were made to tind the bleeding 
vessels, but in rain. Mr. Vincent then 
made on incision in the direction of the 
popliteal artery, with the intention of tying 
it; but as no pulsation could be felt i’ll it, 
this measure was not proceeded with. The 
fomeutatious were continued for uu hour 
and a half, and so much spirit was given 
to him that he became lijrty. The cox¬ 
ing continued; no vrsaels could he seen 
bleeding, and Mr. Vincent filled the wound 
with lint, and left tbe patient, having di¬ 
rected some Baline medicine to be given 
every four hours, lie went on well again! 
until the §th of November, when har.nor-! 
rhage ensued, but to u slight extent only. 
The wound was opened, no bleeding vessels 
however could be detect td, and it was again 
filled with lint, and the b.emorthttge ceased. 
Up to this time lie had been allowed meat 
‘bet; Mr. Vincent now ordered him a milk 
diet, and to lake the following draught 
every sjx hours :— 

Alumina, J)i; 

Tr. ciurJtm<p comp., 51; 

Im/uk. ms. comp., Sifts. 

On the IO 1 I 1 bleeding came on again, and 
was rather profuse. Mr. Karle being in an 
adjoining ward was called 10 him, when he 
found it necessary to give him braudy, and 


HOSPICE DE LA HTJE. 

CANCER OF THE NOSE—EXTIRPATION. 

G-, sc tat. 32, was admitted in May \ 

lost, with a carcinomatous affection of the 
nose ; tbe disease was of about two years’ 
standing, and seemed to extend over the 
CRililage* of the nostrils and the septum, 
which bad degenerated into a large uluerut- 
ed tumour. After having watched the case 
for some time, M. Liafrauc, who whs of 
opinion that it was a case of superficial can¬ 
cer, performed the following operation 
! Two semi-elliptic incisions were made, by 
1 which tbe diseased part was circumscribed; 
tbe skin, with the subjacent cellular tissue, 
which was found to be the principal seat of 
diseuse, was dissected off the surface of the 
cartilages, scraped with a bistoury, and then 
touched with the nitrate of silver, espe¬ 
cially at those part* where the disease did 
not seem to have been entirely removed by 
the knife. After a few days, the eschar 
having come away, healthy granulation be¬ 
gan to fake place, and cicatrization was 
completed withiu a short time. ... 


UOP1TAL REA l*JON* 

■SStf^NV- 

FRACTURE OF THR IJftfiCI OF TBE TIIlGIt- 
HONE A VII OF; THE OS Ft/BIS. 

A young girl of robust constitution, but 
who had of late presented symptpms of men¬ 
ial derangement, threw herself, on the 7th 
of October, from u window on the second 
floor. On being taken up, she was found to 
have a slight wound in the Beck, and a vio¬ 
lent contusion over the right hip. Tweo«y- 
fivn leeches were immediately applied, and 
on the next morning she was brought into 
the hospital. There was much swelling and 
ecchymosis at the upper and external part 
of the hip; tin* patient could not move the 
thigh, ami complained of violent pant when¬ 
ever it was raised ; the limb was not short¬ 
ened or distorted in any direction, nor could 
anv crepitation be heard on motion. The 
Uq»b was placed on a double-inclined plane, 
and the patient ordered to bt* bled. During 
the following days delirium acceded, with 
tenderness of tbe abdomen and tympauitis, 
and suppression of the urine and faeces, and 
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■he died on the 14th of October. On exa¬ 
mination, the muscles which cover the joint 
were found much contused and infiltrated 
With blood; the articular cavity was filled 
with a thin reddish turbid fluid, and the 
neck of the thigh-bone, at about three lines 
from the shaft, waa obliquely fractured. 
The fragments being in close contact with 
one another, accounts for the absence of 
distortion after the accident. The cellular 
tissue of the pelvic cavity round the blad¬ 
der and rectum was infiltrated with a 
brownish matter, particularly at the Tight 
side, where the horizontal branch of the os 
pubis wns found fractured at the distance of 
about u line from the spina pubis. The 
fragments were about three hues distant 
from each other; the external fragment 
being drawn upwards sod outwards,— Lane. 
Franc . 


HOP1TAL DE LA P1TIE. 

UTHUTOMY. 

C,ffitat. t»U, of n feeble constitution, 
i had, during the last nine years, been labour¬ 
ing under symptoms of atone in the bladder. 
Being admitted at the hospital under the 
cate of M. Velpeau, lithotrity had been 
tried, but without success; the stone being 
very large, M. Velpeau was rather disposed 
to perform the high operation. M. Lisfrsnc, 
however, declaim! himself against it, and 
the lateral operation was accordingly de¬ 
cided upon, and performed on the 21 st of 
October. After the incision in the bladder, 
the stone was easily grasped, but proved to 
be so lur^r, that all attempts ut extraction 
tailed, and M. Velpeau was obliged to en¬ 
large tho wound, first ip, tt lateral direction, 
and then by dividing the prostate. The 
forceps being now re-introduced, the stone 
was again seized, and at last, though not 
without violent efforis, extracted: it was of 
auovul form, two inches and a half in its 
large, and two inches in its small diameter. 
Coutiarv to what had been supposed from 
the previous examination with tho sound, 
no other calculus was felt iu the bladder, 
which was large, but healthy. On the *0tb 
of October the patient was going on favour¬ 
ably ; tlw hypogastric region was neither 
teuHC nor tender; the urine still pawed 
through the wound.— Jbid. t 


HOTEL DIED. 

OBLITERATION OV THE VAOIVS. * 

Ancri.. Ani'H*. »Ut. 22, was admitted 
ou the 12th of August with violent colic 
paiu, which she attributed to a smuts in the 


bladder, but which, on examining the geni¬ 
tals, was found to be oanatd by the accumu¬ 
lation of the menstrual blood in the uterus, in 
consequence of the vagina being obliterated. 
She had been quite well until about three 
nymtlis ago, when, in consequence of great 
excesses in drinking and debauchery, she 
was seized with violent inflammation of the 
genitals, wbicli terminated in gangrene ; 
the extremity of the clitoris, the nymphs, 
and part of the large labia, went into morti¬ 
fication ; the vagina ulcerated, and, after the 
inflammation had subsided, was found to be 
completely obliterated. In other ras|>ect* 
the girf was quite well, but, at the time of 
the menses, the blood accumulated, and 
caused a sensation of weight aud sharp 
colic pain in the hypogastric region. At 
the next menstrual period, these symptoms 
returned with increased violence; the colic 
pain, the attacks of which curiously enough 
always began at noon aud ceaBed at about 
six o'clock in the eveuing, was very in¬ 
tense, and the patient experienced great 
difficulty in mskiug water, and passing the 
stools. It was then only that she ap¬ 
plied to a medical practitioner, who ad¬ 
vised her to go into the Hotel-Dieu, 
where the genitals were found to be in the 
following state : The large and small labia, 
08 well as the extremity of the clitoris, were 
entirely wanting ; the’orifice of the vagina 
was very small, and terminated at about half 
an iuch iu a“ cul de sac at the left iliac 
region there whs a large tumour, which could 
also be felt by the finger in the rectum; it 
was of a globular form, moveable, and ex¬ 
hibited distinct fluctuation, aud no doubt 
was entertained that it was the upper por¬ 
tion of the vagina distended with blood. 
On tho 10th uf August the following ope¬ 
ration was performed by M. Uupuytren: a 
long trocar was passed into the contracted 
orifice of the vagina aud plunged into the 
tumour, and the opening thus made was 
enlarged in several directions with u hist- 
louii, carried along thecsnul* of the trocar. 
A large quantity of dark, viscid, inodorous 
blood waa thin evacuated, and the cavity 
having bean washed out by the injection of 
warm water, a further examination of the 
parts was made. The pnrictes of the vagina 
were found to be adherent to one another far 
the space of about two inches, beyond which 
was a very considerable dilatation which had 
contained the menstrual fluid ; the os uteri 
appeared to be closed. A tube of gum eJaa- 
tic was introduced into the vagina, and the 
patient went ou well for a fortnight, when 
she was attacked with pneumonia which 
proved fatal in about nine weeks. It is re¬ 
markable that the pain in the chest appear¬ 
ed to be relieved by the removal of the 
canula and increased by its re-introduction. 
A similar case is related iu a late number 
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of the Lanoeti* Franfaise, by M. Patrix; 
the paUSflthail,*ft*r delivery, been affeoted 
with peritonitis and inflammation of the 
genital*, which terminated in gangrene; a 
great portion of the external genitals slough¬ 
ed away, and the vagina became completely 
obliterated, although everything was done 
to prevent it. By the continued use of lint- 
tent*, however, M. Patrix succeeded in re¬ 
producing the former canal; the woman sub¬ 
sequently became pregnant and was safely 
delivered. 

In a case of congenital obliteration of the 
vagina, which was admitted in 1829, M. 
Dupuytren evacuated, by the operation, 
more than three pint! of viscous dark-colour* 
ed, but inodorous, blood; the patient was 
twenty-two years of age, and had, according 
to her statement, felt the first symptoms 
of menstrual congestion in her fourteenth 
yew. She got perfectly well after the ope¬ 
ration. The blood was submitted to chemi¬ 
cal analysis by M. Thenard, who convinced 
himself that it did not contnin the least par¬ 
ticle of fibrine or aerum.— Lane. Franf. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHAR1TE. 


EXABT1CULATION AT THF, 8H0IILDIR-J0INT, 
—TRANSFUSION 0 V BI.OOD. 

C. A. was on the 29th of July brought to 
the hospital with a gunshot wound at the 
right shoulder. On examination, the bone 
having been found to be minutely fractured, 
exarticiilation at the shoulder-joint was 
immediately decided upon, and performed 
by Al. Roux. No unfavourable symptom 
occurred after the operation, the wound 
began to heal up, and had even cicatrised 
for the greater part, when, on the 25lb day, 
a slight discharge of blood look place from 
ibe u mini ted part of the wound, and was 
soon followed by real hemorrhage, so that 
M. Roux, finding the application of external 
remedies without any effect, resolved upon 
tying the subclavian artery below the cla¬ 
vicle, according to Scarpa's method, viz., by 
interposing a small cylinder of adhesive 
plaster. The hsemorrhage was thus arrested, 
and the patient again went oft favourably 
fur about a week, at the end of which, how¬ 
ever, a new baanorrhage took place from the 
wound of the Just operation. The usual 
remedies failed again in arresting the bloody 
and M. Roux saw himself obliged to tie the 
artery for a second time abovw the clavicle; 
two ligatures were applied, an#the artery 
divided between them. The hemorrhage 
was, however, not arrested, sod the blood 
continued to ooze from the wound of the igrst 
ligature, at the same time pleumia began to 
develop itself; the patient was extremely 
exhausted with delffum at intervals, and in 


a stste of the greatest depletion, so that M* 
Roux decided upon resorting to transfusion 
as tbs last resource. At the commence¬ 
ment of the operation there seemed to be a 
resistance to the blood passing iuto the rein, 
but i( was aooo overcome, and the operator 
succeeded in injecting about a pint or blood, 
which, however,could have scarcely reached 
the heart, when the patient was suddenly 
seized with a fit of suffocation and died in* 
staidly, On examination, several fragments 
of bone were found in the wound from the 
amputation, near the origin of the external 
thoracic artery, where the cylinder of stick¬ 
ing-plaster had been applied; the subcla¬ 
vian was ulcerated, the two other ligatures 
had not produced any alteration in the vessel. 
The heart and left subclavian vein contained 
much coagulated blood ; the left lung con¬ 
tained some small abscesses,—Cox. Med. dt 
Pari*. 


CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 


At the sitting of the I&stitut National on 
the 2nd of November, & letter was read from 
M. (Jamba, the French consul at Tiflis, on 
the commencement of the epidewv which is 
at present raging in Russia, and seems to 
threaten all Europe. Tim disease had shown 
ita&lf in the autumn of 1829, atlYheroo and 
Casbin, on the frontier# of Persia, and 
seemed to have been completely checked by 
the intense cold of the ensuing winter; iu 
the spring of 1830 it broke out again It 
Tnuris and Ghilon, and spreading along foe 
western shore of the Caspian Sea, reached 
Lankmin, Solium, Bskou, Dexbeu, aud 
Astrakhan, where it*;- {^Ogress was for a 
short time arrested, . It & 0 ft, however, ex- 
ten led further, sod reached Tiflis on the 
8 th of August. Oa tkfit day three soldiers 
of the garrison were seized with it nod died 
within a few hours. It wss rapidly propa¬ 
gated throughout the whole town, which 
was, on the lritb, filled with alarm and con¬ 
fusion, so that every-liody lied and took 
refuge in ibsolated house! ; the bazaars, 
caravanserais, cud ail public places, were 
shut up, and the population of Tifiia thus 
suddenly decreased from 30,000 to 8000. 
The poverty of the inhabitants, the intense 
boat of the season, and, above all, the scar¬ 
city of medics! practitioners, seem to hare 
contributed towards the extraordinary mor¬ 
tality and rapid propagation of ihft disease. 
Of the nine physicians who practise si Tiflis, 
four died within a short,time. On an ave¬ 
rage, the disease was fatal eight hours after 
the appearance of lha first symptoms, it 
began with a fit of syncope, which was fol¬ 
lowed by vomiting and diajritwi, violent 
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convulsions, cramps, cold of the whole bod y 
and death. Bleeding, calomel, opium, and 
ether, had been employed without effect. 
Criminals were ordered to place the dead 
on litters, and carry them to the place of in¬ 
terment, where they were buried in their 
cloihes. M. Gamba regrets that he cannot 
communicate any instances of generous de¬ 
motion, which, he says, is completely want¬ 
ing in Asia; he reports, on the contrary, a 
remarkable case of insensibility id a rich 
merchant, who within five days, lost his 
wife, mother, brother, and another near re¬ 
lative living with him; he had fled from the 
house on the first appearance of the disease, 
and returned within a few days after the 
drcease of his family, not to bewail the 
dead, but to marry a beautiful young Arme¬ 
nian. 

From the 8 th of August to the 8 th of 
September 5000 persons died at Tiflis and 
the neighbourhood. The same number 
hare, according to late communications, 
perished at Tauris, where the plague had 
shown itself at the same time, bat without 
its usual destructive character.-*From the 
Lane. Franc, and the Gaz. Medic* 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

CoMMttwtcaTiONS received from Dr. 11. 
C. Field—Mr. Kewife—Mr. T. M. Green- 
how—J. 8 . C.—Dr. G.— Dr. West—Mr. W. 
11. C. Clark—Mr. It. 8 . Richardson—Mr. 
Vaughan—Mr. 11. Edwards—Dr. llomn— 
Mr. Samuel Smith—Mr. Richardson—Mr. 
11 , Thornhill—L. G.—Mr. Fergusson—Mr. 
H. Deter—Mr. Cazcnuve— Freewill— E. C. 
l>.—Mr. Yutcs—M. J. Mutton— Mr. Aicol 
—Dr. Fredeife^-rVJV-.—Air. Webster—W. 
8 .—A Surgical Pupil of Guy’s— Mr. Clark 
—Mr.Hamilton— Mr. CeUfey—Y, Z.—Mi. 
Firth—Mr. Dennou—Judge not— Mr. A. 
Scott—Mr. Baldwin—A Surgeon-Accou- 
i'heur—A Reformer—A Medical Pupil— 
Caustic—A Surgical Radical—Mr. Willson 
—Mr. Curs*—Mr. Thomas Long—A Look¬ 
er-on—A Friend—Extract from Manchester 
Advertiser—Mr. Ev*mt— Mr. Wood ham— 
A University Student—A Hater of Hats— 
Mr. Fa well—A Bartholomews Pupil—Mr. 
Pearson — One of (he Rubbed-out—Air. 
Green—Dr. Nagle—l)r. Duval—Obstetri- 
cus, Londou, 4—Obatetricus, Stepney, 1 — 
Ubstetrieuu, York, I—Argus. 

A Surgeon-Accoucheur. The Apothe- 
c»ries’ Act does not give the Company any 
control over surgeons or accoucheurs. 

Inqntttr. High teen perrons petitioned 
for the chatter which was granted by George 

HI. 

A Subscriber. Wt ooutapd that a regu¬ 


larly-educated medical man, whether phy- 
siciau or surgeon , can prescribe snd dispense 
hfe own prescriptions; bat curiously enough, 
according to the terms of the Apothecaries 5 
Act, a member of the College of gorgeous 
cannot dispense the prescription of a legally 
nuthoriaed physician Without subjecting 
himself to a penalty of SQL The druggist 
is liable to no such penalty. Such is the 
blessed state of medical few. If » single 
writer in the medicul journals of that day- 
had understood the subject, the Apotheca¬ 
ries’ Act could not have passed the Legis¬ 
lature. 

A Reformist is referred to the foregoing 
reply, lie stands in little danger; but the 
judges of the Common Pleas decided, in the 
case of Allison v. Hay don, that a surgeon 
could not recover for medicines which he 
had prescribed and administered in a medi¬ 
cal case. Typhus fever, in that instance, 
was the medical esse for which the surgeon 
bad attended. 

Lex. A Charter cannot repeal an Act of 
Parliament. The 18th Geo. II was not re¬ 
pealed, although the Surgeons’ Company 
failed to comply with its ordinances. It is 
one of the royal prerogatives to restore cor¬ 
porate privileges that may fall iuto disuse. 
The Charter of Geo. Ill is a mere repetition 
of the 18th Geo. II, but the dignified term 
of •* College" waa then given to the Com¬ 
pany. 

An Enemy to Humbug, in noticing an 
inflated parograpli which appeared in The 
Times at the beginning ofNovember, relat¬ 
ing to Oxford, entitled “ University Intelli¬ 
gence,” trusts that no such delusive state¬ 
ments will prevent Englishmen from visiting 
the continental universities. He says, 
“ When the library of the College of Physi¬ 
cians shall be alike accessible to ull its mem¬ 
bers, and to the profession ut large f for tins 
College is the monopoly of Cambridge and 
Oxford), and when these Colleges shall, in 
the liberal current of the times, have opened 
their doors to the public in general, for a 
trifling pecuniary consideration, then the 
professors will be known, and ruen can ap¬ 
preciate thtir worth” 

f>. The wost-end practitioner was pro¬ 
bably correct in ltia statement. PuucUmug 
the pustules in small-pox to prevent dis¬ 
figurement, has beta practised with much 
success. 

A Medical Pupil. The opportunities fpr 
medical studies tu America are not equal to 
those of France. In the schools of-London 
there are £iany America!! students, 

A Constant Header states, “ that he has 
served nearly three years to * chemist and 
drpggist, has attended two courses of sur¬ 
gical and clinical lectures, and can read a 
prescript ion well, but that the gentleman to 
wham ke is apprenticed will not allow him 
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to dispense,* Thettta of our correspondent 
Is, certainly, wjr peculiar, as the complain to 
of ninety-idne apprentices out of every 
hundred are directly opposed to his. Un r 
til we we in possession of the whole of! 
the facta, we cannot prescribe a remedy. 

He must refer to his indentures, the condi¬ 
tions of which, each subscribing party is 
bound by law strictly to fulfil. 

A hooker-on. Tbe writer displays much 
sound sense iu his denunciations of non- 
medical coroners. The Harrogate Coro¬ 
ner, in the case of Mr. Williams, in neglect¬ 
ing to have the body opened, failed to 
discharge bis duty, though the attorney 
would not have been a whit the wiser, what- 
ever might hare been the appearances. We citor, Mr. Henson, informs us that we rauy 


atonal, and tittle better than a waste of va¬ 
luable time. Let the Company award pub¬ 
lic examination$ to the students. The hints 
contained in tbe oouolodiug part of the 
lptfer of our friend at Yeovil, will not be 
forgotten, 

Mr. Lightbody, of Glasgow, has seat us 
an account of some oases of rheumatism and 
internal inflammation, which were success¬ 
fully treated by tho warm bath. The parti¬ 
culars ore not sufficiently interesting for pub¬ 
lication. / 

Reporter. The Goose Egg next VwX. 

Inquirer^ Anti-Quack, und others. The 
petition and affidavit bare been forwarded 
to the Loids of the Treasury, but the soli* 


are decidedly of opinion that the arsenical 
eolation was not the cause of death. 

The notice forwarded by J. Green 
would be charged at the StfttUp Olfice as an 
advertisement. 

We are of opinion that those practition¬ 
ers wbo are sufficiently bold and liberal to 
publish interesting cases, with a view to add 
to our stores of knowledge, should not be 
subj ected to the castigations of anonymous 
critics. Of course we do sot mean to he 
understood as declaring that all anonymous 
criticisms are objectionable, but it is not 
manly to conceal the arm which points the 
44 finger of scorn.” 

A Turnpike Man could become a gover¬ 
nor by paying the fee. There is election 
for governors at that hospital. 

A. R. K. Thanks; it may prove of ser¬ 
vice. 

The medicines prescribed by fV. S. are 
in common use, and the effects produced 


not receive their teply for some length of 
time, for tbe information of our corre¬ 
spondents, we will give some particulars of 
the account iu our next Number. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Tits Phrenologicul journal to Dec. 1830. 

Science without a Head; or, tbe Royal 
Society dissected. By One of the (ft? 
P-ILS.'s. Loudon, Nov. 1830. Ridgwoy, 

pp. 122. 

Selections from Gregory’s 44 Conspectus 
Mcdicinm Theoretic*/' aud Cetius 44 de 
Mediciniicontaining the first Ten Chap- 

__ _ ___ _tera of Gregory, und the first aud Third 

by them in tire esse of J. D. were not un- j Books of Celsus ; the part* fixed upon by 
usual. Nevertheless, the treatment was ’ the Court for the Examination of Candidates, 
judicious, and the result fortunate. j For the use of MedicalJtodwpi. By S. F. 

Mr, Martin Van Butchell resides in Broad i Leach. London, PP- 293. 

Street, Golden He fa . wgnleriy-j A Grammi&d^InwedaeUm to tlu> Lon- 

edocued .B^eon ud lm» been t< liarin »eop«i* aad Pr«fuce. By S.V. 

mended by S.r A.tley CoofM in oaeo. of; , d ^ L <md u e, 1818 .uw. 


diseased rectum. 

Mr. E. Campbell. The operation of ty¬ 
ing tide carotid, by Mr. Brodiv, in conse¬ 
quence of hsemorrhu^e utter the abstraction 
of a tooth, was performed in lUt7. The 
details of the case m»y be found in the 
eighth volume of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions, pa^t* 2'JL 

A Country Practitioner reminds os, that 
the A]>otbutanes' Company have awarded 


our notice, and it certainly is hot a very 
important o:sf. Is it a company of her¬ 
balists 1 If they award any prises at ali, 
why do they not award them for attain¬ 
ments in the higher branches of medical 
knowledge - ! Botany, as it is now studied 
by medical pupils, ia almost extra-profes- 


A New Mode of Ventilating Hospitals, 
Ships, Prisons,fix., beiugan efficient method 
of Destroying CouUgion, By George Haw¬ 
thorne, M.f). London, Longman, 1 H;iO- 
18mo, pp. 84- 

Parts 1, 2, 3, of Illustrations of Mr. S. 
Cooper's Surgical Dictionary, published 
monthly, four Lithographic Pistes, with 
Descriptions and Rett-reuces in each No. 
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in botany. Jbc occurrence had escaped | ’ ' 

Some Observation* on fumigating and 
Other Baths, with a Summary of Cases treat¬ 
ed by 3. Green, M.ll.C.S. London, 1830. 
I’M*. 


The Veterinarian to December, 1830. 

Underwood's CeUus to Parc 10. 
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■ Elements of Pathology, and Practice of 
s \ Physic. By John Mackintosh, MJX, 
&c. Ac. Vol. II. Kd&bargbf Carfrae 
and Son: London; Longman. 1630. 8ro. 
pp.4G7. ; • • ■ ' V; -'. 

Although tb« volume before 11 s contains 
evidence of great merit, yet we cannot be¬ 
stow upon it so high a commendation as we 
did on its predecessor, Many parts of it 
indeed are in every respect equal to tbe con¬ 
tents of the first volume, and alike instruct 
Aive to the student and creditable to the 
author; but othen bear evident marks of 
haste or carelesaness, and appear to be com¬ 
posed rather from the statements of others 
than his own experience, even, indeed, 
where the disease in question most have 
.frequently come under his notice. 

^ The first three chapters on the diseases of 
the brain and spinal chord, are excellent in 
every respect except the arrangement, apo¬ 
plexy and iuawhy Wpg placed among the 
latter, or, it least, in fbtf Same chapter witli 
.them, and separate front the other diseases 
)of the brain. This is, however, of compara- 
f lively little consequence, end the account of 
these obscure and complicated diseases is 
certainty much better than is to he found in 
any English work of the kind. 

When speaimig of the functions of the i 
brain, the author forcibly combats the theory 
of Dr. Abercrombie, that the quantity of 
blood in that organ is the same in every 
state of the circulation, observing,— 

M Were Dr. Abercrombie’* hypothesis 
correct, the circulation in the headyftnd con¬ 
sequently the functions of the brain, ought 
not to be materially affected by position ; it 
ought to be all the same, whether the body 
were supported upon the crown of the head, 
or on the tuberoaitiei of the iachia. In a 
practical point of view, then, both expert- 
ease end common sense loudly rebel at the 
No. 380. 


bare idea of such notions as those entertain¬ 
ed by this ingenious author; for if it were 
wished to aupdue a true inflammatory actio i 
in the arterial system of the brain, a vr .n 
mast not on any account be opened, and 
more partioutyilj the jugular, beoans >, by 
emptying tS* Venous system within the 
skull, or doing any-thing which has a tend¬ 
ency to empty it, il a matter of course it 
most follow; that the quantum of blood in 
the arteries will be increased in the same 
ratio, because the realeleof the brain must 
always contain the same qosntity,—if there 
be too little ra the veies, a proportional accu¬ 
mulation must take place in the arteries. 
Upou the same hypothesis, the convene 
must also hold good, viz. that when there is 
great accomulauonjof blood in the veins of the 
head, acute action ought to be an impossibi¬ 
lity ; and the moat effectual method of extin¬ 
guishing inflammation in the brain, would be 
to place ligatures on the jugulars, or by some 
other meant to impede the return of blood 
from the head. Cupping, leeching, and the 
application of ice to the bead, ought also upon 
thiaprinciple to be injurious rather than be¬ 
neficial, and the head and shoulders should be 
placed in a depeudent rather than an elevat¬ 
ed position. In conducting this important 
critical examination, 1 have not availed my¬ 
self of the arguments which could be fairly 
drawn from the experiments of Dra. Carson 
and Barry, by which it would appear that 
the bean exerts a sucking as well as well as 
a propelling power, and according to which 
Dr. Abercrombie would have still greater 
difficulties to contend with ; neither have I 
taken advantage of certain anatomical facte 
respecting the cavities in the brain—the 
free communication between the brain and 
the bony canal which contains" the spinal 
marrow, nor of the serous fluid which is 
known to exist in and about the brain and 
spinal marrow, ami which is found on dissec¬ 
tion to vary to much in appearance and in 
quantity,”-—pp. 19, 20. 

He is not, however, *o happy in lua ob¬ 
jections to another proposition of the tame 
writer, viz., that the heart does not exer¬ 
cise through the arteries any material pres¬ 
sure on the bnio, and the case which he 
■ - . A A 
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gdfacet of tfc* bursting; of no enenriim | obemed, that hjdroMpbalur in so rare after 
witbia tlrt skull, sod tbo consequent break-! puberty, wbsn tbe constitotioo is most 
fog Sown of Ihe substance of tbe brain. jMsWo toi oSsoM oeto^ disorder., th.tCrrll.-a 
. • , , „ . land other writers of eminence have described 

Soes not appear to us to bear at all upon tbe; it „ ^ ^ M j,w x ,„ t 

point in queation, for under aucb circuai -1 the disease is rather to bo imputed to Mi- 
stances, tbe force of tbe heart would be very j lity, follows from tbe well-known feet, time 
niuob increased by the axtmiWB of tbe aur. j hydrocephalus is frequently n disetse which 
face of the coruprewng fluid. We do «*'^ traced to bad nnrsing, improper food, 

j ■* j •_as s * . . . . ... dentition, the sequel of. the most tedious 

deem rt durable to enter into tbs deter!., di>b ’„, a ting di,orders, .. beeping, 
either pathological or therapeutical, but we j coug ^ mi \ scarlatina.’ 
cannot refrain from quoting, at length, for j « Cullen’s authority ia a moat unto* 
our pages will be well occupied with them, j ons to quote in tbe present dny for the 
the admirable observations on acute hydro- i Pathology of any disease, sad more parti. / 

saas.le.kt. AVer! *Km .«wwr «„rl favw-iWm ., '«•? Of OOV dlS9S9t! Of til* MIW. IU tll« 

cepimlus, and the very just and forcible a?-1 q( th J # autl , or> lhfro are on]y , w0 
guments against the new adopted by Or. ^ and sevmi lines devoted to a detail of 
Monro, in his morbid anatojpy of the brain, j the symptoms, causes, pathology, and treat- 
in reference to the nature of this disease,j meut, of all the inflammatory affections nf 
We recommend tbeinto the perusal of those ! <&« brain and its membranes; and all that 

who tbinlc witb tbia author, that the effusion! i “? “ Ul r M prcliog hvdrocepbeluu is 

. , . . j . comprised m three lines, in tho shape of an 

Mi the disease m question depends, not on ! . - - 

inflammation, but on debility. 

" The only point of inquiry Which it is 
necessary to pursue ia, What is the cause of 


erroneous definition! It is a fact, however, 
that children, particularly those under two 
or three years of age, are peculiarly liable 
to inflammation of the brain, from several 
tbe effusion?’ Uit the product of inllumma-'causes 1 st, From the wonderful changes 


tion 1 The beet pathologists of the present 
day, consider it as proceeding for the most' 
part from inflammatory actiou of the mera- 
nraues of the brain; but at the same time 
there can be no doubt that a serous effusion 


which take place in the circulation early in 
life j ‘ 2 d, The large fito of the head ut that 
period iu proportion to the rest of the body; 
3d, The change the brain undergoes in ap¬ 
pearance ami consistency; 4th, the groat 


is frequently the consequence of any cause; activity of the circulation, and tbe high state 
obstructing, or even retarding, the i inula- .of in liability of the nervous system at that 
tion in the head. Thus it is believed to be!! period of life; hth, Difficult dentition, 
occasioned by vbiioub engorgement; and j which perpetually excites a determination 
dissection affords us positive proof that it is I of blood towards the head. Besides these 
often owing to obstructions in the great ve-j causes, accounting for the frequency oft he 
nous chanuels in the bead. Others allege! disease, somethin,; must be said respecting 
that hydrocephalus is produced by debility. | its fatality in infants. Cb&lreu cannot tell 


This is a pathological question of the utmost 
practical importance, because the remedies 
will be depletory in a certain stage of the 
disease, according to the one view, and tbe 
opposite in all the stages according to the 
other. In order to place tbe subject iu a 
clear point of view, I shall take tbe liberty 
of offering a few criticisms upon the work of 
Professor Monro,* because it is the last 
published work upholding views which 1 
conceive to be erroneous. At page 101 , 
De. Monro states, that before subscribing! 


ilieir feeliugs, itoy'^ect: 11*0 attention of 
practitioners tq-tbe seat of the disease. 
When they artfifiptful or peevish, it is too 
often attributed to bad temper, to the state 
of the bowels, or to the irritation of the 
gums from the advancement of.teeth; and 
tbe disease in the brain, us has already 
been shown, often advances in the most 
insidious manner, till convulsions or coma 
take place; and even the Utter symptoms, 
although observed in its progress, is too 
often overlooked until the patients become 


to the hypothesis, that the effusion in by- insensible and perfectly comatose. Bad 
drocephalas is owing to some degree of in-' nursing snd improper food, upon which Dr. 
fimmatory action, ‘it is necessary to io-i Monro has bid so much stress iu proof of 
quire whether this disease usually occurs in bis own yiewa, certainly tend to produce 
persona who are disposed to inflammatory I debility ; hot children badly nursed, tout- 
diaordera at or near the meodiaa of lib, j bcicuiiy clothed, who are allowed to remain 
when the human body ia mpal liaW* to 
suffer from inflammatory diseases. With 
regard to the first of these points,it may be 


' Entitled tbs Mocldd Anatomy of lie Brain, 


wet, and receive improper food into the 
stomach, are far more liable to ioftamnumou, 
ending in ulceration of the bowels; at all 
events, they will be more liable than healthy 
children to irregular determination of blood, 
uul, Ctm nmt of rigour in to o owuutu* 
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t!et», venous ctmgestioa takssplice,«tid the 
vessels of the beSd SttflViy and the effusion 
mny take place u a consequence; or sab- 
acute inflammatory action will be lighted up 
in the brain,; The experienced eye of a 
care fa I observer will be able, in general, to 
detect the disease in the brain, although it 
is not announced by symptom* so violent, or 
of auch high-toned character, as Dr. Monro 
seems to expect should he produced, if ac¬ 
tual inflammation hud taken plat;* That 
venous congestion of tbs vessels of tb6 head 
terminating in effusion, and that inflamma- 
lloa of the membranes of the brain, should 
sometimes take place in hooping-cough and 
scarlatina, which Dr. Monro designates as 
debilitatingdisorders,is «pt to be wondered 
at, if the render will study nature, Or refer 
to the pathological descriptions given of] 
these diseases ib their proper plates id the 
first volume of this work. 

•« Dr. Monro next asserts, that if hydro 
eephalu* were an inflammatory disease, it 
ought, like inflammation of the lungs, and 
other inflammatory complaints, to be more 
prevalent inrobust men, during the period 
of life when the human frume is most probe 
to other inflammations. Dr. Monro might 
have known thst the period uf life■■at which 
inflammatory com plaints most frequently 
occur, is in infancy a J — 1 • — J 

for one inflummiitury 


its own sign* and pwp« 

“At page i<&, Dr. Mooro further urges, 
that • If mflanuhation Of tSs brain biufgivea 
rise to this spdoisi of hydrocephalus (Scute), 
the attack of tbe disease should be sudden 
and well-marked, and iw fcourse rapid, like 
to that of phrebitis; whereas the origin 'of 
the disease is generally not wett-bratked; 
indeed, so much Bo, as often to «»npe fhe 
notice of the parent, strd tteh Hidt <jT tW* 
experienced physiemu.'* And 1^£ faiths* 
states, that * It is admitted, e*eu % those 
who impute hydrocephalus to an inflamma¬ 
tion of the brain, thSt the symptoms ft 
pbreniiis are well-marked, whereas those erf 
hydrocephalus are often very obscure.* It 
hiw already heap shown how very insidious 
inflammatory affections of the or»in are, 
even in sduljli they cannot be more so in 
young subjects; but the reader shsK see 
what CttUen bimseif soy* on phrenitis in his 
‘ Outlines,* St page 103. * Many of the 

symptoms by which this disease (phrenitis) 
i* most commonly judged to be present, 
have appeared, when from certain conridera- 
tioos it was presumed, sod even from dis¬ 
section it appeased, that there bad, been no 
internal inflammation; and, ou the other 
dissections hive shows that the 


hand 

i, in infancy anil childhood; ...d th« j hr * , “ b,d “•^'**•.*5* 


of the lungs, or of any other organ, hi robust 
men during the prime of life, we meet with 
•t least fifty in infancy and childhood. 

“ Dr. Monro makes an erroneous state¬ 
ment respecting the opinions of two disiin. 
gftished French pathologist*. * If it be 
Supposed (snys Dr. M.), that hydrocepha¬ 
lus is ulways benBected with inflararaatioa 
of the hriuuv^d^miiiflammiitiou gives! 
rise to ihe itf^cnmg' of tlB^orgaii, which is : 
the favourite opinion cffE^maiid, Rost an, 
and others; in that case this brain should be 
found invariably in a softened state, which 
is not consonant to my observniions.’ Rut 
I have* already shown that modern patho¬ 
logists do not assert that the effusion is 
always caused by inflammation; it is some¬ 
times produced by venous congestion, and 
by any mechanical cause impeding the cir¬ 
culation. Neither Lallemand nor Kostan 
attributes the softened state of the brain to 
inflammation of the Membranes ,'which Dr. 
Monro appears to confound with inflnntma 


it acute hydrocephalus He owing to an in¬ 
flammatory state of the brain, * there ought 
to be no destitution as to the symptoms, 
origin, progress, and consequences, ofplire- 
nitis and hydrocephalus.* To make the 
statement still stronger, be quotes Cullen'a 
definition of phrenitis, and then states with 
great self-complacency, that ‘ the symp¬ 
toms of this species of hydrocephalus do not 
correspond with the above definition.’ My 
readers will find Cullen’s definition in a pre¬ 
vious page, where it has been shown to be 
erroneous ; and if any further proof is want¬ 
ing to show itB absurdity, it ‘may be easily 
obtained at the bed-side, or from Dr. Aber¬ 
crombie’s work on the brain. 

“ ' One of the most striking features of in¬ 
flammation of the brain (says Dr. Monro, 
at page 104) is the state of the pulse ; but 
that character is also wanting in hydro¬ 
cephalus; for the stale of the pulse is 
widely different from that or a person afflict¬ 
ed bj apoplexy ot inflnnunaUon of tUv brain. 


tion of the substance of the bridu, and who! U is not full as in the format, or Wd as in 
1ms also attributed to Rowan an opinion! the latter. It is ho doubt <\uick, as \n 
quite contrary to that which ftosun Acta- \ other diseases which we the effect of de¬ 
afly maintains. At page K14 of his work-rnlity. Resides, no author, Svho hna da- 
altoady quoted, he explicitly states, that! scribed tbs symptoms of phrenitis, has 
although softening is occasionally produced iStatvd ItiSl the pitbe become slower w.me 
by iiiflammstloit df the brain, yet that it] time after the commencement of the dis- 
aometitue* takes place unconnected with order.* It is almost unnecessary to cniu- 
isflammstion, sod is • peculiar degenm- jment Upon the erroneous statements mttde^ 

A A 2 



356 


MACKINTOSH’S PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 


» tliese passages; but this opportunity may 
be taken to mention, that Morgagni lias 
shown the gTeat varieties of the 
pulsein acute diseases; and there ore few 
practitioners of the present day, who are 
not well acquainted with the nineties of the 
pulse in cases of head affections. Dr. Aber¬ 
crombie, in giving a general view of the 
symptoms which indicate inflammatory affec¬ 
tions within the head in adults, makes the 
following observation at page 1** The 
pulse is about the natural standard or below 
it, frequently about 60.’ And again:— 
* The pulse having continued from 70 to 80 
through the whole course of the disease.’ 
After alluding, at page 14, to the circum¬ 
stance of the pulse becoming slower some* 
time after the commencement of the disease, 
he observes—* As ibe pulse falls, the pa¬ 
tient is disposed to sleep—this is perhaps 
considered as favourable; it falls to the 
natural standard, be then sleeps almost con¬ 
stantly, and in another day this sleep termi¬ 
nates in coma. The pulse then begins to 
rise again; it rises to extreme frequency, 
and in s few days more the patient dies.’ 

“ Is it not a curious circumstance, that 
Cullen, in the seventy lines, which is all 
that he has written on inflammatory affec¬ 
tions of the brain, does not notice the state 
of the pulse, neither does he mention it in 
bis definition ? 

“ At page 110, Dr. Monro tries to force 
an invariable connexion between hydroce¬ 
phalus and dropsy, both depending on de¬ 
bility ; now, if this were true, children ought 
to he very liable to dropsical affections in 
other parts of the body, which is decidedly 
not the case; but, nevertheless, looking 
pathologically at these affections, there is a 
strong analogy. Dropsy sometimes arises 
from inflammation; so does hydrocepha¬ 
lus. Dropsy sometimes arises from mor¬ 
bid alterations in the structure of the heart; 
so does hydrocephalus. Dropsy is some¬ 
times produced by disease of the lungs, 
and particularly bronchitis; so is hydro¬ 
cephalus. Dropsy in the belly frequently 
depends on diseases of the liver impeding 
the circulation ; so does hydrocephalus oc¬ 
casionally depend on obstructions in the 
venous system of the head. Dropsy some- 
timeS'dfepemls on diseases of the kidneys; 
ao does hydrocephalus. Lastly, dropsy is 
sometimes cured by bleeding; so is hydro¬ 
cephalus ! 

“ 1 feel persuaded that this subject has 
been pursued far enough, perhaps my read* 
ers may think too far; but its importance 
mast he kept iu recollection, M,well as the 
talents of the author,and the reputation he 
bas long since acquired as a morbid anato¬ 
mist.” 

We have already complained of the ar¬ 
rangement, and perhaps some farther objec¬ 


tion might be made to the placing of teta¬ 
nus, hydrophobia, chorea* and the other 
diseases generally denominated nervous, un¬ 
der the diseases of the spinal chord; hut 
all these affections are certainly in some 
way connected with the state of the eentree 
of the nervous system, and Dr. Mackintosh 
hst stated nothing which esn possibly lead 
to an erroneous opinion as to their seat or 
nature; we must, however, except the sec¬ 
tion on chorea from our general commenda¬ 
tion, the treatment proposed for this dise* 
being very imperfect and unsatisfactory. . •' 
is stated to “ consist in keeping the bowels 
regularly open, by means of mild hut fre¬ 
quently repeated laxative medicines, never 
allowing a day to pass without producing 
at least two alvine evacuations ; ” although 
the author has just before observed, that 
the ** opinion broached by Dr. Hamilton, 
senior, that cholera depends on a collection 
of feculent matter in the bowels, is decidedly 
erroneous.” Though some other'remedies 
are slightly alluded to, the carbonate of iron, 
which has been productive of such marked 
benefit in the hands of Dr. EUiotson and 
some other practitioners, is not even men¬ 
tioned. 

From the section on insanity, which, though 
brief, contains much valuable information 
and just reasoning, wo cannot refrain from 
quoting the following observations, which 
do not, however, belong to tbe author, but 
are taken from au unpublished paper by 
Dr. A. Coombe J <-. 

“ The symptoms indicative of insanity- 
consist of deraqgtxl cetebrul functions and 
local phenomena. Every sense, every ner¬ 
vous function, and every faculty of the mind, 
may be involved in the disease or not, and 
hence indescribable variety. The true stand¬ 
ard is the patient's own natural character, 
and not that of the physician or of philoso¬ 
phy. A person, from excess of development 
in one part of the brain, may be eccentric 
and singular in his mental manifestations, 
and yet his mental health may be entire. 
Before we can say ho is mad, w c must be 
able to show a departure from bis habitual 
state, which be is incapable of controlling.” 

There is little to notice in the chapters on 
the diseases of the eye and ear, or on those of 
Use skin; the observations on erysipelas, 
which is treated of at considerable length, 
are, however, well deserving of attention. 
This cutaneous affection the author regards 
not as a peculiar and idiopathic disease, hut 
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u only 11 symptomatic of tome internal 
affection, which may he a disorder of func¬ 
tion, or one proceeding from structural lesion 
of aome-internal organ ,"(*• an inffamma- 
lion produced by one of those salutary 
efforts of the constitution, by which disease 
is sometimes removed or translated from one 
tissue to another; in this instance, from an 
internal orgun, the functions of which are 
more immediately necessary to life, to the 
akin, which has a less important port to act 
in the animal economy.” 

With this view of the subject we entirely 
coincide, and we are satisfied (hat its adop¬ 
tion must lend to a more rational treatment 
of the disease, or rather diseases in ques¬ 
tion,* the more striking, but less important 
phenomena of which have hitherto, by the 
majorily of pructitioners, been too exclu¬ 
sively attended to. A similar opinion is 
entertained by the author as to the patho¬ 
logy of gout, as may be seen from Lite fol¬ 
lowing extract, and certainly the arguments 
which hehas adduced against the idiopathic 
nature oF erysipelas, will apply with nearly 
t*«|uul force to this disease also, however un¬ 
reasonable it may appear, to some practi¬ 
tioners, to regard the local inflammation as 
a mere symptom, as a phenomenon of secon¬ 
dary importuoce 

«* According to the views which I have 
taken of goat, 1 would regard it simply m an 
inflammation of the affected part, produced 
by an effort of the constitution to remove 
disease from internal parts to the surface of 
the body; aod therefore the inflammation 
of the toe is adt to be regarded as a disease, 
hut only as the occasional symptom of u 
disease, which may be do* archer of func¬ 
tion or of structure. This is proved by tak- 
iug a retrospective view of the causes of 
gout and the marks of constitutional dis¬ 
turbance, which always precede the inflam¬ 
mation of the part, by the production of a 
great increase of internal sufl’ering, some¬ 
times of death, from the sudden recession of 
the external inflammation, and by the uni¬ 
versal belief of all who have either seen the 
disease or experienced its sufferings, that a 
gouty paroxysm clears the system of some- 
Lhiug which had been acting injuriously 
upon it for some time previously.” 

It is hardly neceasory for us to speak of 
the treatment of gout which is recommend¬ 
ed by Dr. Mackintosh ; our readers will 

• We do not here mean to inuluile the difluHi 
inflammation of the ceilalnr tiasoe, which u much 
tuure a local discus* than true erysipelas. 
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readily perceive, from the foregoing e*Uac*, 
that it is not of a specific kind, but rests 
upon general principles. We shall, there¬ 
fore, only extract his observations upon the 
remedy which haa of 1st® been particularly 
employed in this complsiirt. 

“ The colchicum autumnale baa been, 
highly recommended during the paroxysms 
of gout, and has been used will) the beat 
effects, not only in alleviating the imme¬ 
diate sufferings of the patient, but ia break¬ 
ing the severity of tbe disease; it has, bow- 
ever, no claim to tbe title of a specific. 
There is considerable difference of opinion 
among practical men, as to which prepara¬ 
tion of colchicum is the most efficacious ; 
some recommend the powder of the bulb; 
others, that of the seed: many prefer the 
wine of the seed; while others extol the 
acetic preparation. 1 have used all the 
preparations, but find a saturated infusion of 
the Seeds m wine to bubwct better than 
any I have happened to meet with. It is to 
be exhibited, according to the age and con¬ 
stitution, in doses of from twenty to a hun¬ 
dred and twenty drops, conjoined either 
with the same quantity of tincture of hyos- 
ciamus, or with a half, or even a third part 
of the sedative solution of opium, which I 
find to answer better than laudanum. In 
some coses, when the stomach is exceed¬ 
ingly irritable, and when the colchicum 
cannot he retained, 1 frequently apply 
leeches, or a blister, to the epigastric re¬ 
gion, and exhibit a pill with two, three, or 
four grains of calomel, and two of opium. 
In treating a case of goat with colchicum, 
1 by no means trust to it alone, as if it were 
a specific, but also attend carefully to the 
state of the bowels, and allay local inflam¬ 
mation in tiie same manner aa if colchicum 
were not employed.” 

In the account of the diseases of tbe ute¬ 
rine organs there are too many surgical d ~ 
tails, while several points connected with 
the medical treatment are either omitted or 
too slightly noticed; there are, however, 
some valuable remarks on amenorrfieca and 
dysmenorrhcea, the latter of which is Stated 
to be not unfrequently dependent e»V;i cir¬ 
cumstance which we do not remember to 
have seen mentioned by any other writer, 
via., narrowness of the os uteri. Fifteen 
cases have occurred to the author in which 
this condition existed, and in all a cure was 
effected by tbe gradual dilatation of the part 
with metallic bougies, although *• none of 
the women operated upon had suffered for 
a shorter period than two years, apme for 
three or Soar, and others for ten.” 
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•• JttfiU bp worth while 

to Brake an examination in reference to tWs 
poiyt, in »U obstinate case a of tie (licence 
which ha^e resisted the usual remedies, 
."••’.'^e have now probably said enough to 
show the nature nod value of the hook ; and 
while ire regrot the unequal execution and 
imperfections of certain parts of it, we may 
safely state, that altogether the work is ouo 
of the best, if not the best, of the kind, and 
Will seldom disappoint the student, or the 
practitioner, who may refer to it for inform*] 
ation. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL 

CLINICAL LECTVnq 
ntnvEBEJi nv 
Da. ELLlOTSOI^v 
Nov. 22,1&i0. 

VAftTOUS CASES. 

Thp.br were nine coses admitted, gentle¬ 
men, last Thursday, under mv care; three 
women and six men. Among tire women 
was a blight case of anasarca; one of a 
variety of affections, at the bottom of which 
aeemt d to be leucorrhma; aot! one of a con¬ 
siderable tumour in tin*, abdomen. This tu¬ 
mour was. moveable, reached above the mp* 
htlieu*, and branched out into lobes; it 
Was unattended with pain, end could be 
traced down into the pelvis, X could not 
trace it lovyer on one side than on the oilier, 
ami, ou examining per vupiium, 1 discover¬ 
ed the os uteri and the neck of the uterus 
in their proper situations, and perfectly 
healthy. I could discover no disease of the 
womb, nor could I feel the tumour: it was. 
np&so deep down on either aide as to allow 
it to be felt in the vagiawbjf the linger, al¬ 
though by pressing thfif andoinen the os 
uteri could he forced down. It ia very likely 
to be a diseased ovarium; but upon its true 
charade 1 do not feel myself at present 
aptboSod to give a decided opinion. Of 
the chses admitted amongst the men, was a 
case of diueiise of the heart, in which indeed 
not only the heart, but the lungs and (he 
liter also, were diseased, but the heart prin- 
cipally ; a case of perionlitia and organical- 
1jjj diseased heart; a caafc of chronic Jnflnra- 
xnation both of the broiiehimond qf the sto¬ 
mach,—of brooch me and gastritis; a coat of j 
bronchitis which was attended with gt-nersl 
jdtopsyr—itiiasarcai. a case of ply ur it is ; a 
case of ptire hiMtcwtif, without any dropsy j 


attpi cate of pout. One of ilia case* present¬ 
ed was that of absciss of the glands at the 
angle of the Jaw, which was treated at first 
cold applications and leeches; but in 
spite of these suppuration took place, and 
the abscess w$a opened, though to no great 
amount, By these menus the suppuration 
was greatly limited, and lam satisfied that 
the steady application of cold to enlarged 
mid inflamed glands is one of the most effec¬ 
tual moduB of treating them. 


The only case possessing any interest was 
one of severe general dropsy, which was 
bured; and that certainly was one of very 
considerable interest, it occurred in a girl 
named Maria Sedgwick, »tat. 14, admitted 
on the 14th of October, She was of deli¬ 
cate habit, had light hair, n fajr and very 
fine skin, and ruddy complexion. After the 
disease wns removed,,the redness in th« 
du-eks remained, so that this was her natural 
colour. It appeared that she had been the 
subject of ague at differen t times for the last 
three years, and that about three mon ths be¬ 
fore her admission bar belly had become 
swelled, and not long afterwards her legs ; 
there had also been cough for about a month, 
hut she had uo pain ia ftuy pnrt of the chest. 
When 1 saw her she was swollen from head 
fo, foot, but the abdomen was particularly 
swelled. Tire right eve was quite closed on 
account of the swelling oi the face, and the 
l**tt nearly so. The whole of the ahdomen 
was U’Uticr oil pressure, and the respiration 
was quick when she lay ou her buck, but t/wt, : 
in all probability, arose from ilia tenderness 
of the abdomen. She had, beside* this, diiir- 
rhttaaitvuided by griping. Between tb- great 
distension of the abJonien by fluid, and its 
tenderness, it was impassible forme to ascer¬ 
tain whether there wjppftny enlargement or 
induration of the liver or of the spleen; nor 
iqdeed could 1 ascertain wlretherauy porticu- 
l»r organs were inflamed, The case appeared 
a very bad one, for there was, besides intense 
general dropsy, anasarca, and ascites, and 
extreme teuderucss of the whole, abdomen, a 
great l.-eblei.e^sj of the pulse ; it was quick, 
hu t exceedingly feeble. It was very possible 
to a that film might have great organic dis¬ 
ease, us she had suffered from ague. The 
indication of treatment, however, was of 
course, in the first instance, to subdue the 
inflammatory state of the peritoneum. I 
dreaded tin* application even of leeches, 
in consequent** of the great smallness and 
feebleness of the pulse; l ventured to put 
ou twelve, and after their romoval l covered 
the pari with a constant bran poultice. Mere 
stniilli esi.of the pulse,had it been also solid, 
would have been no counter-indication to. 
f, oe bleeding, but it mp exUeaelyjsoft and 
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feeble. TteUtehei relieved the t* 8 (tew^W left k*» bed, w4 ippwwdia perfret health, 
of the abdomen considerably*» but (lie pulse 1#M then awe to examine the tbdomsa, 
Hhe next day wss bo much the weaker, and I and l found no enlargement of any organ j-~ 
therefore could not think of applying them a no enlargement nor any induration could be 
second time. Still ste felt better. 1 ordered discovered in any organ , whatever. The 
lief at the same time with the leeches, three ewe was a rery striking o«, and, doubtless, 
grains of hydrarg. c, creta and the sixth of many who saw her thought she would die; 
a grain of opium e very four hours, making I had very great apprehensions myself, but 
eighteen grains of hydrarg. o. creta and one under the simple treatment the result was 
grain of opium in the twenty-four hours. It as I have mentioned. Sbey^a pinseMed, 
was necessary to give her this form 0 /met- on the 18tb of November, Till the 19th of 
cury on account of the diarihma, ’for any October I allowed her only milk, gruel, 
other would only have irritated the inies- arrow-root, and weak broth; but from that 
tinea, and increased the purging; and it time she had half a multon-eluro daily, and 
was necessary even to guard it with opium, this she continued to take till the went out. 
which, too, independently of the meroury, Now, however simple this treatment was, 
would have been proper, on account of the I *0 convinced that any other would have 
diarrbrea. I gave lier this mercury on sc- destroyed her. Had I given her common 
count of the inflammatory state of the peri- stimulant* or tonics, or full diet, or had I 
toneum,—on account of the dropsy being given hBr stimulating diuretics, I should 
evidently of an inflammatory nature. I gave moat probably have induced excessive irrita- 
ber no diuretics. The treatment evidently (ion of the mucous membrane of the stomach 
was to consist in the removal of the inflam- and iutestinea —1 should have suppressed 
raatory state of the peritoneum, nod in the urioe aHogcther, have increased the 
checking the diarrhma ; for had the latter peritonitis**#* destroyed her. I have no 
continued, site most probably would have doubt that bad she taken squills and spirit 
suffered from it considerably, and perhaps °f nitric alter, nod teen allowed wine, sba 
have sunk. Yet it would have been wrong would presently have sunk. The case was 
\ to have stopped the diarrhoea suddenly, for one of inflammatory dropsy, the iaflamma- 
the cessation of secretion of the inner mem- tion being chiefly seated in the peritoneum, 
brano of the intestines might bnve increased aad attended with great debility. Had there 
Ihe serreriori bv the peritoneal coat. 1 have been no such debility, 1 should not have 
known ascites produced by a sudden cess%- been contented with leeches, but should 
tion of diarrbaia. The diarrhoea was partially have bled ter well from the arm; and if I 
checked, and the tenderness and tension of bad applied leeches, I should have done so 
the abdomen wore diminished on the very very freely. I should also not hare given 
next day. ' The motions that had occurred j her even weak broth, but confined ter to 
were serous, thin, copious, and very oflen- slops—to barley-water and tea. 
sive. She vomited two or three times the You are of course well aware that many 
second day after breakfast, and (lie pulse cases of dropsy are exactly of this deecrip- 
wm scarcely Mrcspltbie, y**t she did not tion. Dropsies, in toy lecture! on the prac- 
fwd herself wrote. Uith (the third 'ice of medicine, l endeavoured to genera- 

■ dar) she fMt tB^ch feetfor; there was no Use with many other affections: with fluxes, 
pain on pretend* on v % part of the abdo- for exuniple,-discharges from the mucous 
I ) men, still leas Were tb*re tension ntol lume- membrane; with hemorrhages of all kinds, 
faction; the voraitiiw had not returned; whether from raucous membranes or not, 
the bowela had unlv been evacuated twice * n d with various organic diseases. I stated 
in the last twenty-four hours ; the pulse that these occurrence* might be inflamma- 
hsd become more distinct; the motions, tory, or that they might be free from win* 
however, which had occurred were copious flammatory stato; tuat they are all to be dfe. 
ami watery, but were now yellowish ; the minished very mucb.and many of them cured, 
quantity of uiino was increased, and she «'«nply by the usual treatment of iufl^nma- 
slept very well. The treatment vu not t'on, or, indeed, that mode of «***«« 
altered during the whole time that 1 hod her ®».V be exceedingly improper. $»f« ;i| ; 
under my care. The leeches of course m0 *l stiikiugly exemplified in tt#£-.tfflte 
were not applied again, but the hydrarg. charges from the various mucous are#. 

. , c. crelt, and likewise the opiom, were brsties, very many of which may bo cured 
l continued in exactly the same doses for by simple bleeding, general or local, sad 
three weeks. Without doing any-thing starving, while Other* require Stimuli to 
more than this, she gradually became per- *b e part itself*.« geueral stimuli and 
fectly well ; the abdomen subsided to its «»«<»• Drepsy'temetimes arises, there- 
proper site 5 the tenderness never returned; f or ®> fr 1 *® >n itolamiUatory state; but it is to 
the pulse became gradually slower and be remembered that it tometimea also arises 
stronger; the anasarca disappeared from from an opposite conditsp . 0 # tte system, 
eyery part of the body, and she very soou When persons are Bed to MWfiS they he- 



DR. ELLIOTSON^ir'DROPSY. 


come dropllfill,in that instance from 
inflammation, hnk from debility. When per. 
sonitteotortod, their legs are observed to 
*Witt; they Inwe hollowness of the eyea. ex- 
treme contraction of ail the features, bu t their 
tirtcta tie enlarged. Frequently, too .dropsy 
arises from an obstruction to the return of 
lymph, or if the blood in the veins be 
impeded, ami, in the latter ease, from the 
great distension that is produced, the blood- 
vessels ease themselves by pouring forth 
fluid into the serous or cellular membranes. 
Ihemorrhnge will sometimes arise from the 
same cause : it is not uncommon in diseases 
of the heart, inwhich the blood is obstructed, 
for hemorrhage to occur from the alimentary 
canal, haemorrhage which speedily proves 
fatal. Sometimes dropsy arises without Our 
being well able to explain its origin, When 
there is disease of the kidney, it is common 
for dropsy to occur ; one can hardly, how¬ 
ever, see why it should be so, unless it arise 
from the quantity of urine being diminished, 
wad the secretions of the cellular and serous 
membranes making up for the deficiency. 
Yet frequently there is here no deficiency of 
urine; we hardly see why, in disease of 
some other viscera, there should be dropsy, 
unless from the cachectic state induced in 
the whole system. It is very common iu 
disease of the womb for a female to become 
anasarcous, even when there has been no 
great flooding, and it ia likewise common 
in diseases of the spleen and|the liver for 
the same thing to occur. You might sup. 
pose, a priori, tbut there is an obstruction to 
the blood in these instances, but such a sup¬ 
position would often be unfounded. Ob¬ 
struction in the liver and spleen' ought rather 
to induce diarrhoea, or haemorrhage from the 
mucous membrane of tbe alimentary caual. 
In the case of disease in tbe kidney, at least, 
obstruction will not explain it. We cannot 
explain why the whole body falls into a state 
of dropsy, uuless it be from the whole sys¬ 
tem becoming cachectic through the renal 
disease, or a general depraved state of the 
bsbit, in which the disease of the kidney is 
a part only. If the kidney be organically 
affected, or have great congestion of blood, 
Or an inflammatory state, I believe the urine 
is generally albuminous ; hut, ou the other 
band, I do not think that the circumstance 
of the urine being albuminous is a proof 
that the kidney is in this state, at least in a 
state of organic disease ; because I have 
teen so many persons cured of dropsy, unu 
restored to perfect health, who had albu¬ 
minous urine; and if the kulney had been 
originally diseased, we can hardly suppose 
that that would have been tbe case ; nor 
could congestion, aud inflammation of the 
kidney, be supposed, because there were no 
signs of such affections. 1 have continually 
cess albuminous urine in coses of dropsy 


without any reason, first or last, to suspect 
disease of the kidney, and 1 have seen the 
dropsy completely cured. I think, there, 
fore, that although it it possible that fa dis- 
ease of the kidney, and m congestion of that 
organ, the urine may generally be albumi¬ 
nous, the converse cannot be said, via., that 
if the urine be albuminous we must neces¬ 
sarily conclude that the kidney is in these 
diseased conditions. When the disease, 
however, is of the nature that it was in this 
case, that is, when it is inflammatory, thero 
are sure to be general marks of inflammation, 
or marks of inflammation of a particular 
part. 1 should not have supposed here that 
there had been a general inflammatory state 
of the system, for tbe pulse was exceed¬ 
ingly weak, but there was decidedly inflam¬ 
mation in one part, that is, of the perito¬ 
neum. 

When dropsy is of an inflammatory na¬ 
ture, you will generally see fulness about 
the head, or an inflammatory state of the 
cheat, or an inflammatory slate of the abdo¬ 
men, and frequently we have all of these 
three parts in an inflammatory state. You 
frequently we the head, from its fulness, 
become oppressed ; the patient complains of 
drowsiuess, or a tightness of tltt forehead, 
as though it were bound with hoops, giddi¬ 
ness, or headach ; or if you desire him to 
make n deep inspiration, you find soreness 
of the chest, and on listening at the psrietea 
you discover a rattle ; or if you examine the 
abdomen you find tenderness some-where 
there. These symptoms are sometimes in¬ 
considerable ; bot you will generally per¬ 
ceive inflammatory affection either of the 
head, chest, or abdomen: perhaps tbe pa¬ 
tient will not mention them spontaneously, 
and therefore it is necessary that you should 
inquire after thorn. There wits a case ad¬ 
mitted a for (night a |0 precisely or this cha¬ 
racter, that of William Harden, *tat, 
who was admitted on the 4th of November, 
lie had beeu ill litres weeks, and it wss 
found that he had heaoach and drowsiness, 
and alto dyspnoea, cough, soreness of the 
front of the chest internally, and sonorous 
rutile. These two ports, then, were affect¬ 
ed, the head and the chest. Not that the 
inflammation was sufiicient to cause dropsy 
in them ; that was out of the question ; hut 
in the inflaumiutary state of the system, 
these particularly suffered. He bad ana¬ 
sarca, at least uulema, as high as the hips, 
and Jhw urine was not found to he albumi¬ 
nous. lie was hied to the extent of a pint, 
and purged with superlsrirute of potash j 
the blood was not found to be bufly. lie 
was again bled to the same extent, when 
the urine was found albuminous and the 
blood huffy. He is steadily improving, and 
the swelling is now no higher than the 
ancles. 
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arwte, nor from the elate of (he pettf*«4»t 
yee may infer the propriety of treating atom 
antiplilogisticaUy from the existence and 
severity of some local inflammation, which 
itself alone, without airy dropsy, would point 
out the propriety of aaUpblogiitic treat¬ 
ment. That wes the «**« with this girl, 
la the nun’s case (here was not* so much , 
local inflammation, as to make bleeding at 
all advisable, but he lud been previously in 
good health; his pulse was fuller theft that 
of the girl's; aud these two circumstances 
proved that there must be an inflammatory 
state of the system, though short of im¬ 
portant inflammation in any one part. The 
treatment was equolly successful ift both 
cases. 

We have been informed by o writer, that 
the state of,the urine is a sure guide to the 
propriety of bleeding. We have been told 
that the quantity aud firmness of the coagu- 
lum of the albumen of the urine are usually 
proportionate to the marks of inflammation. 

It is not assorted that the presence of allntr 
men can only occur where there it inflam¬ 
mation, but it is acknowledged that in an 
opposite state, where there is great weak- ■ 
ness of constitution, where bark will cure 
the disease, albumen may appear in the 
urine, it is said, however, that when the , 
albumen in the urine is of cousidarable quan¬ 
tity nnd firmness, making n tirm coagulum 
ing blood. Such wa* the case with this ! on the application of heat, that there are, 
- *' . .- ! usually, proportionate to this, marks of in¬ 
flammation, and that a correct guide to ve¬ 
nesection will be found in the firmness, 
copiousness, and early appearance, of an 
albuminous coagulum in the urine. 

Now 1 am perfectly satisfied that tin's is 


.... This leads me to consider the question of 1 
trntiug the disease antipblogUtically or 
if tbo patient bare been iu perfect 
health, and suddenly striked with dropsy, 
you may presume that it is of an inflamma¬ 
tory nature; you will, however, satisfy 
yourselves of this, by ascertaining whether 
the complaint arose from cold; whether it 
•rose just as inflammation does every day 
from the application of told, especially 
when united with moisture, and whea the 
body is overheated. Almost all these cases 
may be traoed to this circumstance. Another 
mark is, that the swelling bogius in the face, 
or occurs as early in the face as elsewhere, 
the face beiug particularly exposed to a 
change of temperature: You will find, in 
the great majority of instances, that inflam¬ 
matory anasarca begins in the face, or at 
least that part swell* as early as any other. 

Another circumstance is, that the pulse will 
justify you in bleeding. Perhaps the pulse 
will be full and strong, but whether it is so 
or not, vou may have reason, from the circum¬ 
stances that 1 have mentioned, to consider 
the case to be inflammatory; although the 
pulse will not indicate bleeding, it will 
justify that measure. Obsei ration of the 
pulse is often very important, and though it 
will not lead you to resort to bleeding, yet 
knowing that the symptoms indicate the 
loss of blood, it may justify you in abstract- 
loud. Such was the case with this 
man. In the instance of the girl, I did not 
iufw the propriety of Mecdiug from the na¬ 
ture of the cause of the complaint. She 
, was too weak to give an account of the 
origin of her disease, neither could I learn 
whether it began in the face, and the pulse 
would certainly have disinclined me. from jincorrect. In the man’s case there was no 
bleeding; but I found decided inflammation j early appearance of albumen. When the 
of one part of the body, such as made me ■ mine was first examined, there was no albu- 
desirous of ftbitractiUgblood by one mode or men iu it, and the albumen did not appear 

‘ 1 . till one venesection had taken place, whieh 

vent section bad been of great benefit to 
him. Neither, indeed, did the buifiuess of 
iho blood occur till after the first bleed in 
1 hen, ns to firmness, the albumen did not 
coagulate into a solid mass, but merely 
formed a number of flocculi throughout the 
fluid. I have certainly seen many cases 
win-re there was no albumen at all iu tho 
urine during the whole of the disease, and 
yet bleeding was indicated, and positively 
cured the patient. Although 1 have vjpfjr 
seldom seen the albumen form a Ann coagu¬ 
lum iu the urine, yet 1 have teen instances 
out of number which have yielded.entirely 
to venesection. 1 therefore do not place 
reliauce on the state of the urine, hut I 
place my reliance for the propriety of bleed- 
iug upon the history of the disease, upon 
the state of the pulse, as to whether this 
will justify it or not, and upon the presence 
of local inflammation. It i* proper, how- 


other, and if: there hi<| been no dropsy, if j 
there had been no effusion at all, the case 
would have required the some treatment. 
You therefore se^thnt you may suspect 
the inflammatory nature of the case from 
its being acute, from its beginning in the 
face, the patient having been previously 
in good health, and the puho indicating 
anything bnt debility; and, 1 may odd, 
from the circumstance of the urine not be¬ 
ing diminished nt all, or, rather, being ac¬ 
tually increased ; for in this sort of dropsy 
the urine, so fur from being diminished, is 
not only in general of its unturul amount, 
hut is sometimes increased. You may be 
sure of the propriety ot floating the dropsy 
as inflammatory, either by finding tbo pulse 
really of that nature—strong, quick, and 
full—a pulse that would loud you to bleed, 
whatever might be the disease ; or, in other 
cases, not from a history of the disease—not 
/rum any peculiar slate of the face or the 
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erev, to loiter to whom I 

have alluded; «Bow» that the limit* of ve¬ 
nesection wiu^be ascertained from the state 
of fchwd *ad the relief of the aymp- 
tows,« wettea from the improvement of 
the Qtia«< Nevertheless he mentions the 
fact, that firmness, copiousness, and early 
appearance of albumen in tin) urine, is the 
bare indication of venesection. A* 1 should 
not hesitate on the one band, to Used in the 
treatment of dropsy, whether there was any 
albumen in the urine or not (from baring 
contiuoally cured the disease by bleeding, 
both when there lias been no albumen, and 
also when the albumen that was present 
fanned no firm eoagulum), so, on the other 
baud, I must say, that 1 have seen the urine 
full of albumen, 1 will not say firm albumen, 
where venesection was a measure quite out 
of the question. 1 speak decidedly on this 
point, because I hare made it a Wetter of 
considerable observation. 1 feel that I have 
good grounds when I state, that in dropsy 
it is always sight to ascertain whether the 
phlogistio diathesis is present, and to look 
out to r local inflammation. 1 f you do this, 
1 amBatisfiedtlr.it, without an examination 
of the quality of the urine, without knowing 
whether it contain albumen or not, you will 
never be mistaken ns to the treatment to be 
adopted. 1 gave this girl no diuretics; she 
took mercury, which 1 gave ou account of 
the peritonitis, and she took opium to check 
the diarrhoea; but site took no other medi¬ 
cine whatever, and yet all the secretions 
came round. The elTusiou into the cellular 
membrane and the peritoneum, both arose 
from an inflammatory state, and completely 
subsided when that state ceased. 

JlYPERTnOPUY OP TUB J.f.FT VMVTRICI.E 

OP TUB HEART— EXTEXStVE OSS1HCS- 

TION. 

Tliere have been no/Jori-mnrfemcxarama- 
tions, Gentlemen, this week, but a friend of 
Wine in the country has been so kind «s to 
aUnd me a heart, which be took out of an 
old man, which furnialtes^lrery fine speci¬ 
men of cardiac disease. <.^jra|pr*e not seen it 
before. It baa been opebod^du ring lecture 
by Mr. Nor lda<l (the curator of the Mu¬ 
seum), and it is an instance of extreme 
b late of disease. 

I will begin with the right side of the 
heart: there appears to be no disease bore. 
You are aware that the right sido of the 
hekrt is much low frequently diseased than 
the left. Disease of the left side is a hun¬ 
dred fold more frequent. However, the left 
ventricle exhibits u terrible., or a beautiful— 
juit ua you please to speak, whether as pa¬ 
thologists or not—specimen of disease. In 
the first place there is immense hypertrophy 
of that ventricle; the walls aro nearly us 
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ibick again M thev shouldbt; the esvity is 
about the tmtural rise. Or if there -be any 
alteration, it is slightly diminished ; thsu 
tlmre is most extensive ossitir.ntiou all ow 
the sides of its two openings : the leftside 
they are one mass of disease all round. The 
ring of the mitral valve is one rugged circular 
mass of bone. The curtain of the valve ia 
free, and tl»e opening natural. Continuous 
with this is the ossification of the aortic 
valves. All three are bony ; the sacs of 
them look os if distended by pieces of 
walnut, and the oneuiag is reduced to a 
mere three-cornered chink. This man had 
really a bard heart—a atony heart. If 
we go on, however, we shall find still 
more boue. The bonymatter extends even 
to the orifice of lb« vessels of the neck. 
The aorta baa many large collections of rug¬ 
ged bone upon its inner surface. The bony 
matter is deposited originally, 1 believe, 
under the lining matter of the inner coat; 
the inner cent cracks, and the bone is then 
exposed, so that tlie blood runs over the 
bare boue. The bl»o<l could have experi¬ 
enced no difficulty in yawing from the left 
auricle to the left ventricle, but had extreme 
difficulty in escaping from the left ventricle 
into the aorta. Thus the efforts required of 
the left ventricle arc sufficient to account 
for its extreme hypertrophy, the heart, or 
any one muscular purl of tlie heart, growing 
large, like any voluntary muscle, by exer¬ 
tion. You will scmriiiuea, however, see 
tlie left ventricle very much hypertrophied, 
wh*n there bus been no obstruction to the 
course of tlie blood, and no disease of live 
aoito. 

When we see the present kind of ossifies* 
lion occur in old people, it does not appear 
to be the result of inflammation, hut of a 
degeneration of structur**' In'fringe there 
is a general, tendency tOTftduratio* without 
any marks of inflnmninriou, and when we 
observe bone;:if in the present instance, all 
that we can say is, that the parts have had 
• tendency to secrete bone. In young per¬ 
sona these transformation* ura frequently the 
result of inflammation. They commence 
generally with inflammation ; inflammation 
Wads to induration, induration to the form¬ 
ation of cartilage, and the cartilage subse¬ 
quently become* buns. In old age the 
change appears generally to be entirely in¬ 
dependent of inflammation. 

i cannot tell what peculiar sympion* 
avere present in ibis case, as 1 believe that 
ihe region of the heart was uot examined 
by the ear. If a»y memory be correct, the 
letter which I received states that the sub¬ 
ject was nearly eighty years of age; that 
within the last seven years ho had walked 
very great distances, and died apparently of 
old age, no particular disease having ap¬ 
peared, except dropsy, juat before the last. 
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I Runic if tb? chyst had baep listened to, 
% strong: bellows sound would have Keen 
|teurd, with, or almost immediately before, 
tho pulse, on account of the difficulty the 
blood had in getting out of the left ventricle 
into the nnru. Without the narrowness of 
the sortio uponiug, the immense thick left 
ventricle would have driven the blood most 
impetuously to all parts; it would have 
given an immense pulse, produced dyspnoea, 
and perhaps caused apoplexy, haunorrboge, 
and dropsy, from forcible dilteu&iua of the 
arteries; and without the immense hyper¬ 
trophy, the narrowness of the mouth of the 
aorta would have caused such obstruction 
that there would liave been a most feeble 
pulse, and extreme dyspnuia, haemorrhage 
and dropsy, from the obstruction pf blood 
in the lungs and the whole venous system. 
The absence of iuconv«»ienc* to the patient 
till just before death, msy be thus explained, 
and also by the, probably, vwy slow and 
proportionate progress of iba several organic 
changes. 


OM THB RATURR OP 

SCROFULA, 

AND ON A WSTI10D OF TREATING BGltOVl 1 LOUS 
ULCRKATIOSS OF THE NRfK. 

Jiff G. D. Dsrmoxt, M . R. C S . 

Scrofula, I believe, is chronic inflam- 
tnahrn attacking a system predisposed by 
debility or denuigeuieut of health to that 
disease, and more frequently the absorbent 
part of that system. The t-rciting causes 
being those agents which operote upou the 
absorbent :fbpvcially, or upon 

other parttixfhich happewto $£|»rtioularly 
subjected tb the influence of<tf these 
ageuw, pp account of their position or func- 
uoo.. 

We kqpw that some of these exciting 
causes are bad and undigested food in the 
prim* vim, acting as a source of irritation to 
the mesenteric gland* and absorbents; the 
influence of cold und moisture of the lungs, 
and upon the absorbent system, and me¬ 
chanical injuries of the joints. 

Some of ray reasons for believing that 
aciofult is only chronic inflammation exist¬ 
ing in certain a true lures, wo those that 
follow 

Tbe predisposition both to chronic in¬ 
flammation umi scrofula may bo created or 
increased by any cause which weakeus the 
system generally, lessening thereby the sup¬ 
ply of healthy nutriment, and impairing the 
tone of the system or the vis mrdteatrir; or by 
a cause which deranges a leading fuuctioa or 


function* of ibeVody,wben nature’s bffiltiry 
haxmyof agtioA m broken* and M <« 
**flwy lid astray $iup disordered or disititoA 
ftcttpp. Tips disordered state frequently 
sbpws itself locally »n tbs form of chronic■ 
inflammation in th« vfcetixbr part most de¬ 
bilitated or deranged, sod .most exposed to 
tbe (perhaps slight) exciting canse ; hence 
tbe three grand steps of many diseases are, 
first, general disordered state of tbe system ; 
second, chronic inflammation; third,mor¬ 
bid alteration of structure. 

Chronic inflammation and scrofula are 
both tedious. First, ou account of tbe 
slight degree of vascularity of many of the 
structure* attacked by chronic inflammation 
(especially when existing »o many part* 
where it bears the name scrofula), so that 
the pans are alow in changing their action 
from diseased to healthy, aud slow, there¬ 
fore, in undergoing the process of renova¬ 
tion. Secondly, because the habit, by the 
debility or predisposition of the frame's 
action, is not only morbidly susceptible to 
the causes is predisposed /*>■ 

take on the disease (scrofula or chronic in¬ 
flammation), but having once commenced 
with it, to continue it; and this, in a ratio 
to the increasing debility produced by the 
continued action or impression of such a 
chronic inflammation (with its probably 
associated suppuration) upon the system; 
for, iu a ratio to the increasing debility 
produced by the continued excitement of 
the disease, so is the general health, or 
gradually impaired strength, less capable of 
bearing up under that excitement; and 
hence on this account, and perhaps by the 
disease, from its seat locally impairing some 
leading function oT the bony (whether this 
disease be called merely chronic inflamma¬ 
tion, or whether custom bring* it under the 
name of scrofula), 'the vis medicalm or 
vital power gives way to the ravages of thu 
disease. 

It makes no difference whether this de¬ 
bility is congenital, whether it be acquired ; 
by such causes as climate or irregularity pf 
liviug; whether it’ fee temporary debility 
produced by teigjmfry causes, or even de¬ 
pression of the pdwera of the body produced 
by mental depression, for any-fKing thnt 
brings tbe system below its natural Humtlard 
of action, debilitates the agency of Rfe in 
it, and makes that system morbidly auscep- 

* l would call the vis medicatrix, or the proxi¬ 
mate must? of organic nctinn, oroantc ,■ St 

U by thi* that there is such a roiurnt of action 
existing between living parte tw Iohjj ns they emt- 
t'Oiic in health, which almost terms r« anmont to 
cerebral Hettsej Uie MSt of online tense ami of 
nrcanic action (instinct) betas: in the nerves, the 
professes Of the base or the brain, or, in tact, in 
the whole of the nervous system; the unity of 
action aud sense existing in the system, depctuluijt 
ajion the numerous connexions or continuities of 
substance which oxiat between the nerves. 
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tible to eltftybjo inflammation, and which of thraa suppurations. I hare been in- 
■ will feu produced upon the application of an formed since 1 first commenced wW* this 
«*curag cause, as in cases of chronic in- plan that it is not altogether now, but I 
flomumuon of the liver, chronic curvature wish to mention it to obtam its more universal 
with tubercles in the lungs constituting adoption. After reducing cutaneous inflam- 
phthisis, and generally supposed to be scrofu- mation by the free employment of leeches, 
lotis, chronic inflammation of the absorbent and the use of purgatives, so far as 
glands called scrofula, and chronic inflaro- the patient’s strength warrants, I hate re- 
mation in any other part of the body where course to Bayn ton's method of curing ul- 
exciting causes have happened more espe- cere of the legs :* first, laying a layer 
ciolly to operate. of simple dressing over the uloer so ts to 

in scrofula the effect* are not only the extend for a short distance over its circum- 
same as in chronic inflammation coostitu- ference j upon that 1 apply soft compresaea 
tibnally, but locally; for in inflammation of in the same manner, in order that every part 
two contiguous membranes we have them Of the circumference of the sore, as well as 
glued together by a deposition of coagulable the surrounding skin for a limited extent, 
lymph ; or pus is produced between them ahull be equally pressed upon, and that 
from their surfaces; in inflammation of cel- the surface shall not be exposed to harsh 
tola* structure we have pus produced in it, pressure. The strops of adhesive plaster I 
and its cells glutted with coagulable lymph ; then apply, not so as to strangle the patient, 
io chronic inflammation of membr.tiioa, we but to extend nearly half way round the neck, 
have a thickening of them produced by a beginning with each atthe nape, and bring, 
dejvosition of coagulable lymph in their tog them forwards nearly as far as the 
substance ; in chronic inflammation of the pomuin adami; at the wont* time the skin of 
liver we have a deposition of coaguluble the two sides of the sore is drawn into a 
lymph iu its substance, and with it, fre- state ofapproxiraation *. the straps of plaster 
quently, a secretion of pus: on the other of the length specified will stick firmly if 
hand, in chronic inflammation of absorbent the composition is good, bo as to draw upon 
glnnds usually termed scrofulous, the local the skin, and cannot iucouvenietly compress 
effects are precisely the same—an nhundant the larynx unless they are improperly brought 
deposition of coagulable lymph and suppu- over the pomum adami. If it is a large ulcer, 
ration; and whnt are scrofulous tubercles in the neck must he strapped from top to bot- 
the lungs, but probably small gionds loaded tom, and the patient can comfortably and 
in the same wny ? At all events, coagulable neatly wear his cravat ov»-r the straps with 
lymph is the grand constituent of their sub- this injunction, that he do not inadvertently 
stance j- and in diseased joints (white swell- and suddenly twist his neck, so ns to give 
ings) there are also the same two effects of himself pain, uor buitou his abirt collar too ... 
iuflbramauou, suppuration and deposition of tight, as these are the causes most likely to’ 
coagulable lymph. Thus in scrofula we see excite irritation, so as to interfere with the 
all the common effects of chronic iuflnmma- heuling. lneed scnrcely Bay, that as no¬ 
tion, and these merely, viz., a production of thing ia more likely to inflame superficial 
pus and coagulable lymph, with a depres- absorbent glands tliun cold and wet, the pa- 
sion and gradual exhaustion of the powers tient must preserved free cutaneous action 
of the system. If these effects are to be by being in winter olid with flannel. Wheu 
accounted for upon the principle of suppos- all other remedies, internal and Bitterns), for 
jog scrofula chronic inflammation, what the cure of these ulcerations have failed, 
right have we to suppose it a specific with these simple dressings jadiciously 
disease 1 applied, the circumference of the ulcer after 

In different cases of iuflamed joints, in- a short time becomes white and free from 
Jammation is found to exist in all degrees, irritation, aud rapidly gTowsover the ulcer, 
from the most acute, down to that termed which has become us permanently cured as 
chronic or scrofulous. would any simple ulceration in any other 

The flaker, moreover, of coagulable lymph part of the body, 
met with in the pus ore not peculiar to what 
is termed scrofulous inflammation; we meet 
with them in tha pas in many other cases 
where suppuTatiou is produced from chronic 
inflammation, more especially When the 
gi ueral health is much deranged, so that 
their formation cannot depend upon a pe¬ 
culiar constitutional scrofulous taint. 

My plan of treating ulcerations of the 
neck produced by suppurating glanduia: 
concatenate, seems materially to corrobo¬ 
rate mjr idea as to the non-specific nuturo 


* 1 hare found a omupotitiun of equal part* of 
etoplaitrum plurnbi and roboran*. with a moderate 
quantity of the hyHmtryri rubn uxydam, conul- 
derobly hid* tlie efleet of picisnre upon thtwe iti¬ 
nera, (irnlwblj) t.winc to the planter beatowinq inch 
A senile Rllmulus to tbn wound as to iXCitc the 
growth of heatiiiy granulation!. 
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( ON FIRING HORSES. 

By Ciunum Clabk, V. S. 

I ax unwilling to appear again here in 
the capacity of a critic, but cannot with¬ 
hold from making a few remarks on the 
■ubject of firiug horses for lameness, which 
not long since has been discussed in The 
Lancet. 

A veterinary surgeon, Mr. James Tamer, 
asserts, page 843 of the Uat volume of Tub 
Lancet, that the operation of firing has 
fallen into “ disrepute," and after assuming 
this point, proceeds to advertise what he is 
pleased to call an “ improved method/' 
which is at present confined, we are led to 
understand, to himself attd his brother," 
and the success of which “ depends solely 
on making each separate incision completely 
through the skin, cutis as well as cuticle, 
and boldly exposing the cellular tissue, 
forming the immediate covering of liga¬ 
ments, tendons, periosteum, dec./* and he 
tells us, that to cure a spavin in this style, 
great “ dexterity, tact, taleut, nerve, etc., 
are in requisition." 

Mr. Turner has certainly calculated too 
much on the silence of his veterinary bre¬ 
thren in putting forth this information, and 
he has already been answered very ably and 
well by ono of our best practitioners, Mr. 
Fenwick, excepting that this gentleman 
deals with his pretension* too tenderly. 
In the first place, I utterly deny that this 
operation is iu “ disrepute" either iu town 
or country, except so lur as College influ¬ 
ence and College teaching extend, and have 
not only bceu very successful iu effecting 
the deetred object by .itin my own practice, 
but, as M^F«nwi*it/.«ays, hove seen it 
equally so:|ir that of ifather Teterinary sur¬ 
geons ; and in some iuatances, where I con¬ 
sidered it a f iue qua nett, have not hesitated 
to guurautee the removal of the lameness, 
before the owner would submit his horse to 
the unavoidable blemish it occasions. 

u Firing " is deprecated and disused by 
Messrs. Coleman aud Sewell, but the only 
reason 1 have heard assigned for (his, was 
from those who have witnessed the perform¬ 
ance of the latter gentleman, viz., that lie 
did not do it well; and ns pupils are not 
taught to handle the irons at the College, it 
it very natural they should either discoun¬ 
tenance the operation altogether, or other¬ 
wise do discredit to it. To such, Mr. Tur¬ 
ner’s deep plan may be a novelty; but 1 
should think there are very few, even medi¬ 
cal men of much experience in horse-Herb, 
who will not at once see through it as a 
mode of operating which has been in use 
for ages back among the most ignorant of 
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our fattier*, who, argning <m theU favonijte 
apophthegm, thota strong disease requires 
a violent remedy/* have thought they added 
to, the effect of their firing, in proportion to 
the depth they carried jt through the akin. 
All enlightened practitioners, however, have 
agreed in approving the mora moderate me¬ 
thod, and Mr. Turner himself is obliged to 
admit, that this kind of firing is held indis¬ 
pensable by the majority of horse proprie¬ 
tors. Rut we are now to see “ the phmnix 
rise from his dying ashes." If the measure 
proposed were merely useless, instead of 
being alike injurious, cruel, and untcimtiflc, 
it might be passed over in silence. I say 
unscientific, because there is not in either 
of Mr. Turner’s papers, any account of the 
principle upon which he fires thus deeply, 
nor n single passage which implies a know¬ 
ledge of the action of the hot iron on the 
akin, much less that would convey such 
knowledge to others. Mr. Fenwick says, 
V I have not entered into the true rationale 
and effects of firing, which Mr. Turner does 
not appear to me fully to comprehend.” I 
could wish he bad done so, as it would bare 
relieved me from a responsibility which I 
should not venture on, were it not neces¬ 
sary to show the fallacy of Mr. Turner's 
views. The following, therefore, must serve 
as an explanation. 

The akin of the horse is much more sensi¬ 
tive and susceptible of irritation than the 
human skin, therefore blisters and external 
stimulauts of various degrees, have always 
been among the most general and useful 
curative means in the power of the veteri¬ 
narian. Of these menus, the actual cautery 
is nothing more than the moat potent and 
effectual. 

About the legs, where this operation ia 
generally performed, the skin may be from 
oue-cighih to a quarter of an inch in thick¬ 
ness, according to the breed of the horse ; 
and the method I have been taught and 
have practised ia, to draw theml-hot firing- 
iron in regular lines, scaring through the 
cuticle and upon the cutis, but by all means 
avoiding to pass through it, or expose the 
cellular tissue bejMtb. On this account, 
the edge of the cautery should not he to* 
sharp, or more than a red heat, lest it inad¬ 
vertently, or by the animal's struggles, pass 
through the akin j nor should the operation 
be hurried, but each line passed carefully 
over, that the parts may be fairly cauterised', 
nnd uot hastily cut through with a sharp hot 
instrument. The object in view is not to 
buru and destroy, but lo inflame the tutu- 
ncous structure; it is an operation per¬ 
formed upon the skin, and in order to pro¬ 
duce the following effects:—The parts nc 
first shrivel and contract under the applica¬ 
tion of the hot iron, but Boon after become 
tumefied, nature setting up n counteraction. 
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and a d**r lymph exudes, sometimes iu 
cnoudefriMe quantities, from the cauterized 
ehwMeli, which continues more or lass for 
sWtrf twenty-four hours. Dissection at this 
period shows the artis vcra sod cellular 
membranes greatly thickened, end the capil- 
laipr Teasels injected with red blood. Alter 
this, the surface becomes dry sod the limb 
stiff, the heat and tumefaction contiuup for 
many days, and the inflammation gradually 
subsides, leaving- the parts still much thick* 
ened ; and now begin* that gradual absorp¬ 
tion and tense state of the skin which are 
consequent on such a state of excitement, 
and are supposed to be the immediate means, 
of removing that disease, whether consist¬ 
ing in relaxation of structure, osseous depo¬ 
sit, or otherwise, for which the operation 
was had recourse to. About two months' 
rest may be necessary, it the end of which 
time the parts resume their natural Size. 

Some have expressed the action of firing 
by saying, that it occasions the akiu to form 
a tight bandage over the part which pro* 
motes absorption and care, out we know not 
whether to ascribe its efficacy chiefly to this, 
or to the direct effect of counter irritation. 
It may be needful to dress the inflamed parts 
occasionally with emollient ointment, but 1 
asy nothing of the commea practice of blis¬ 
tering immediately alter the operation, be¬ 
cause I think it often does ham, and is not 
involved in the question. 

Now, according to Urn rationale of firing 
I have laid down, let us see what would take 
place, if through design or waut of skill, or 
1 will *»y ignorance, the cautery should be 
carried right through the skin to an uncer¬ 
tain depth in the cellular tissue ; for, let me 
observe, that when once the dense cutis is 
divided, no hand can properly control a red- 
hot iron in the loose structure, underneath it. 
The first effect will be a retraction of the 
divided edges, forming what Mr. Turner 
calls a lesion of the parts, and if ull the 
jrtiaight and oblique lines are of this cruel 
depth, the limb would appear like nothing 
so much as a piece of roast pork in an eating- 
house window. Violent inflammation en¬ 
sues, hut very little discharge of ly mph; sad 
the first effort of nature towards a cure is to 
flit up these channels by fungous sproutings 
from the cellular tissue*, of which all who 
have dealt with homes’ legs, will understand 
the momentous mischief. At the same time, 
the akin, being d^sclied and undermined, 
will probably ulcerate and slough owuy ; and 
tire leg 'heals, frightfully blemished, after 
double the usual time, and twice the amount 
of suffering to the poor animal. Horses have 
died in cousequencu of the excessive irrita¬ 
tion. Every observer of horses must occa¬ 
sionally have noticed such specimens of 
firing ; each lias presents a long scarred 
seam ox wide as a man’s finger, perhaps, for 
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the edges of the lesion, or division, Sever 
proparly unite, and the leg is swelled or 
considerably eularged, because the skin, 
instead of Teifrntrng os in the former case, 
is actually destroyed and cut through, and 
iu this state can afford no support to the 
contained parts. I will Buy nothing about 
the obvious danger of wounding the capsular 
ligaments, sheaths of tendons, nerves, &c., 
by this rude proceeding; but n man must 
have the dexterity, tad, and talent, of a 
Turner, to steer clear of them, and also an 
antiphlogistic power, that most of us are 
strangers to, end which [ suppose must be 
a secret in the family, " never to permit or 
allow that sturdy opponent, inordinate in¬ 
flammation, to gain a day’s march upon 
him.” It may be thought that i have ex¬ 
aggerated these disastrous consequences; 
but it is not only bn my own authority that 
I assert that Mr. Turner has, and can have, 
no specific by which he can prevent them. 

Mr. Fenwick says, that “ inflammation 
and Sloughing invariably follow, when, by- 
accident, the iron posses through the skin 
and bums the cellular tissue; and every 
veterinarian knows it also; yet for this can¬ 
did admission, Mr. Turner presumes to 
chafge him with something like want of skill, 
or ut least in IV re that he does not possess 
the *' profound knowledge” of the Turner 
family. The best writers sre of his opinion. 
Mr. lilaim* romurks, page 671, “I must 
agaiu caution the young practitioner to let 
no consideration induce him to tire through 
the cuticle; if the true skin be wounded, a 
very considerable inflammation and slough¬ 
ing will follow.” The reader may now 
judge of Mr. Turner’s pretensions. We do 
not suipposo him ignorant of the true ra¬ 
tionale of the operation, hut really his opi¬ 
nions would almostyflrnmt such a conclu¬ 
sion. if he had advocated firttgpver a moro 
extended sttffoce, the cause would have 
borne dispute y but here he divides the 
cutis instead of cauterizing and inflaming ir, 
destroying the very structure upon which 
the hot iron should act, and rendering it 
incapable of per I mining those beneficial 
offices or pressure anil absorption that con¬ 
duce to the removal of disease. He is angry 
ut being treated as a quack, Imt his practice 
cannot be explained or defended by refer¬ 
ence to any known laws of physiology re¬ 
specting the skin ; bo never in the slightest 
manner adverts to or recognises them. 

It is difficult otherwise lo account for the 
benevolent proposition of exercising his 
<ieep method of firing On the limbs pf man¬ 
kind lor “ Hcrofulous inflammations of the 
synovial membranes of joints, &e.for 
under this impression he says, u if such 
case* have derived benefit from the days of 
Hippocrates down to Profeasor Kust’s time, 
from only cauterizing or scoring the «t/a<k 
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of (he skin, how much more may be expect¬ 
ed by making numerous crucial incisions 
through the akin with the actual cautery.” 
Here it is very evident that he dues not 
understand the advantage ot' limply inflam¬ 
ing and corrugating the cutis; he would 
inflict n Reries of ghastly wounds, such 
as never entered into the contemplation of 
the scientific surgeons, whose moderate 
measures, he thiuks, may sanction his gross 
proceedings. By going right “ through 
the akin,” much more might be expected, 
certainly, of inflammation sod mischief, but 
not of good effect; as well might the trepan- 
ner urgtie, that if the removal of a portion of 
the omnium is beneficial, much more good 
might be expected from going deeper into 
the sulistauce of the brum. None of the 
advocates of cauterisation in humau surgery 
have so forgotten the legitimate offices of 
the skin as to think of tiring through it. 
Tho mo* a, the ancient cautery, and the 
searing iron of the modern Indians, have all 
a superficial operation, aud it has been re¬ 
served for Mr. Tumor to propose a plan 
which seta physiology at defiance and asto¬ 
nishes the surgical world. 

Presuming that Mr. Turner's two papers 
contain the gist of the promised volume, I 
have thought proper to discuss his opinions 
before they were more diffused, but refrain 
from many additional retnaiks which the 
subject suggests, lest the length of this mat¬ 
ter should preclude its insertion. 

Veterinary Infirmary, Stamford St., 

Nov. lMli, 1830. 


CASK Of 

UNHEAL. AFFECTION OF JOINTS 
IN SMAJtAeFOX. 
liy M*mt h t, M.D. 

Eaut-v in last June a woman applied to 
me with a unde child, ahout two years old, 
whom she said hud been inoculated tumie 
ten or twelve days before by a quack doctor; 
at the autue time stating a belief, that the 
mutter inoculated must lave been of a poi¬ 
sonous quality, as the child's health was 
rapidly declining. On examiuutiou, I found 
sevcrid parts of the body doited with vurio- 
lous pustules an the wane ; the elbow-joints 
red, swelled, aud extremely painful; in¬ 
flammation hud not proceeded to nu equal 
degree in both, the left having already 
reached the stage of suppuration, indicated 
by evident fluctuation; tho child had some 
lingering symptoms of febrile action, and 
was rather robust for his age. After some 
geue>al questions I ordered alteratives; the 
left joint to he fomented, and the right to 
he treated wills refrigerant lotions j leeches 
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were sot employed, the mother being dither 
unable or unwilling to procure them. On 
the following day the abscess in the left joint 
was so pointed, the superincumbent dan so 
stretched by accumulation of matter, and 
the entire collection not Appearing to com¬ 
municate so much with the interior of the 
joint as on the previous extxainstion, that 
l was induced to make a puncture at the 
posterior part of the joint, a little above the 
ulceration, wheru the pointing directed ; 
through this opening issued immediately 
about three or four ounce* of perfectly 'iffljfm- 
ed laudable pus, mixed with a little fitood ; 
a probe was then used, and a small portion 
of the end of the humorus was found rough 
and denuded.* Common poultices were ap¬ 
plied, on which a little pus appeared at 
each removal, and in a few days the wound 
healed kindly, notwithstanding the unfa¬ 
vourable features of the cost-. 

I have been thus minute iu describing the 
advance and decline of disease in this joint, 
as it faithfully represent* the stages and 
treatment of similar inflammations, as they 
occurred in the right elbow, wrist, hip, an¬ 
cle, and knee-joint*, according as they pro¬ 
gressed either successively or simulta¬ 
neously. The corresponding joints, as those 
of the wrists, became affected simulta¬ 
neously, and immediately subsequent to the 
elbow-joints ; then the hip, knee, and ancles, 
followed without intermission; in all, in¬ 
flammation ran its course rapidly, suppu¬ 
ration succeeding against every effort to 
prevent it. The wounds cicatrised well, and 
the patient was quite well at the end of 
July, nearly two months after I had first 
seen him. 

My attention was called to this case in 
consequence of reading a report, in The 
Lancet, No. 3;>2, of similar cases brought 
forward by Mr. Stephens, at a racetiug of 
the London Medical Society. This gentle¬ 
man inclines to the opinion, that this re¬ 
markable affection of the joints arises from 
circulation of pus in the blood, and adduce* 
in corroboration, “ That in phlebitis, when 
adhesive inflammation took place, with a 
deposition of lymph sufficient to block up 
the vein, these effects (purulent depositions) 
did not eusue. This, to my view, only 
proves, that where the lymph was shed, there 
was iuttammstion bounded, consequently 
that its extent was not sufficient to light up 
general febrile action, which may be the 

* May we not suppose that the apontfy pariK ef 
hones, from their £ renter decree of vascularity, 
liciittt endowed with more life than the denser tex¬ 
ture, resist death more eflerhiftlly, consequently 
that injury or expomirv of them will not always kill 
or crente disease ? certainly the proncaess «l parts 
to death is in an Inverse ratio to their vascularity. 
This was illustrated to we n short time since in a 
child -whose skull vu extensively denuded by a 
fall, but from iu greater vascularity at that age 
escaped without exfoliation. 



868 CASE OF " GOOSE EGG." 

ctow of cotu* local diuwe, iccordisg to ituoo.omo mj fro-i tbo wonsii, thtpod 
the ptrti .prednpOKd to uxnoe it. Hit lUto “ » gooae ojg," tod »)mott a» Urge, 
otlirr taxiutry proof it, “ Tl»t dwtewsa cwnpoMdof“.]tu>,'' & 0 . Thl,w«, promptly 
• proktUo atnoiption of pm (ia bio «Uc), Mciued by tlto wotchfulioow-opodMOatT, 
M the pnatttlesuuderweat an imperfect tup- and nothing has been wen of it sines* Am 
pvntion." Even this appears to me rather on former occasions, however, expeoution 
Mtile to hie own theory, «s the quantity I* iHve, and it is hoped that Mr. Dix if 
of offending matter was leaa than usual, and engaged ia batohiog the egg. 
we certainly cannot presuppose the forma- Auer this abortion the uterine irritation 
turn of pus in the blood. In one way only ended, the patient and the doctor were re¬ 
can I understand how hia latter argument lieved, and the pains and the flooding cessed, 
could favour ku theory; it i$ this: that ac- The woman, although of a good constitu- 
cordieg as pus was depositing ia the pus- tion, remained extreme^ weak, sweating 
tules, the absorbents weie mere than usually profosely for a time. This, after such vio- 
nctive in taking it up. Is it probable that lent visiting* and miscarriages, ia not aur- 
tbe febrile action, called forth during the prising, but fortune favours her, for aha ia 
existence of variola, excites disease in parts recovering gradually, and drinks aberry 
which are prone by nature to receive it, as every day. 

we see in common continued fever 1 One We presume to contrast this case with 
point appears adverse to this conclusion, another of I)r. Baker's, mentioned in The 
namely, that these affections of the joints Lancet of tbcfcnd of last month, when there 
appear only towards the subsidence, end not was urgent vomiting, the stomach appeared 
at the acme of the fever. Thus' we arrive to have been highly inflamed, the lungs con¬ 
st a “ conclusion in which nothing ia con- gested with blood, and the patient died 
eluded," and leave the field of conjecture without any treatment calculated to subdue 
pendente lite. inflammation. An indolent uterine tumour 

Teignmourh, Devonshire, absorbed all the doctor’s attention, and this 

November, 18S0. ■ he tried to remove. We also recollect a 

case which was much talked of in the Infir- 
.. 1. ...mary, where the doctor used the stetho¬ 
scope to a girl 17 or 18 years of age, and 

DERBYSHIRE INFIRMARY. reported that lie heard “ mucous raule." 

- She bud enlargement of the belly, and was 

case ov "oooseeoo.”—infirmary intel* treatp.il with diuretics, expectorants, &c., 
iioENCE. till she was tired, and theuRefused physic. 

Case* —Hannah Mansfield was sent into Her belly grew,larger and larger, the dropsy 
tliis Infirmary in a state of convalescence did not dissipate, a parish officer was called 
after typhus fever, to be nourished by the' in, he opened the doctor’s eyes to the true 
wholesome diet of the establishment. In nature of the case, removed his patient, and 
J)t. linkers case-book she is reported to ia clue time the dropsy, to use a vulgar 
have miscarried before her arrival at t be saying,/ell into the girl’s arms. The doctor 
Hospital, sad to have had after-pains and seems a stranger to (j^pecolisrities of the 
moaning*. Within the first ten Jays after uterus, hut he u»ust hfcve full credit for his 
the supposed miscarriage she had seventy uureniniine attention to hia infirmary pa- 
leeches applied to the regions of the sto-j ti«nts. This ignorant woman, like Miss 
roach and belly, and a blister to the ahdo- jLouisa Smith of Newington Bulls, says, 
men, considerably larger than two pages of “ 2t is r*ty kind " of bun, and lauds the 
The Lancet. 1 his blister produced atran- dottor for having cured Iter of a terrible 
gory, but did not slough; her physic was {inflammation of the belly. “ If the patient 
suspended, and barley-water waa prescribed lives, then has be one more to add to the 
as an antidote; a pint of blood waa also surviving list; if he dire, then it may ho 
taken from the arm, hut the paisa still justly sard of the patient's disorder, tb’at u 
troubled both (he doctor and hi»Mt*eot, and it was not cured the disorder was incur- 
recouree waa had to mercury ; #r?e grains aW."—Oofdmith. 

of calomel and one grain of Opium were practical gurries,—Hid not the huge 
administered every three hours. The eva- blister, bv its strangury, itc., promote the 
citations produced, Ac., did not subdue the} abortion f— Would not mercurial action have 
supposei\ inflammation, though in addition the same tendency 1— Whal was the Ueed- 
to these depletions, nature waa all along ing likely to do Would not opium, and 
lending her powerful aid by n constant dis- the soothing system," have been more 
Charge of blood from the womb (flooding), likely to have relieved the pains, and to 
so the doctor was puzzled, and rested from have prevented the abortion 1—Wat not this 
his labours; but whilst contemplating the a ease of uteriue irritation, and htcmorrbage 
consequences of this unquenchable inflam* {without inflammation, occurring in a preg- 
mation, a most curious and astonishing sub-Innut woman, debilitated by typhus lover, 
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ths commencement of tbe flooding having 
been mistaken for a miscirrisee, the mis¬ 
carriage, in fact, not taking place till tbe 
patient bad flooded for more than « week, 
and bad been subjected to medical treat¬ 
ment well calculated to produce a miscar¬ 
riage 1 

Infirmary Erperuet .—The Committee 
for inquiring into tbe causes of the 140/. 
increase in tbe expenditure for tiroes, wine, 
Ac., during tbe past year, will give their 
report to tbe Board in doe time. The facta 
are these, as they appear from the Infirmary 
account-books, and from the registered ad¬ 
missions of patients. Dr. F. Fqx began his 
duties as attending physician to the Derby¬ 
shire General Infirmary at the end of August, 
1823. Dr. forester haring resigned, Dr. 
>'ox came into his place, and therefore com¬ 
menced with a foil average of in and out 
patients. It must be particularly observed, 
that to the end of October (when Dr. Baker 
began to attend as physician), the drug 
expenses continued as usual, vis., for Au¬ 
gust, September, and October, the Derby 
drug bill did not amount to 30/. For the 
next quarter (Dr. Baker constituting the 
only alteration in the case, for the other 
medical officers say they had no new physic 
fit upon them), tbe drag bill waa.hO/., Dr. 
Baker having but few in-patients (six or 
seven only)} his out-patients about the 
same in number as Dr. Fox’s. The second 
quarter Dr. Baker had more in-patients,! 
soy leu, and tbe Derby drug bill amounted 


THEE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Dec, 11,18S0. 

Havixo, in our lest Number, reduced 
the dignity of the present Royal College of 
Surgeons in London to the less ostentatious 
pretensions of the Company of “ Shavef*" 
which existed in 1460; having, in fact, 
ahown the identity of the two corporations, 
at exhibited in their spirit of monopoly, and 
as legally stamped by the letters of their 
respective charters, we shall now pass on 
to the cloisters near Blafikfriars Bridge, 
where we shell take a summary glance at 
the frail and aged sisteiihood. 

The brief sketches of the state of medical 
law, which we have already presented tor 
the profession, appear to have excited the 
shame and indignation of a vast number of 
medical practitioners. Enough, it seems, 
of the disgusting history has already been 
read, to convince every liberal-minded man 
that our medical corporations, from the first 
moment of their existence, have only acted 


to A9/., and the third quarter, ending last as unyielding barriers to our scientific ad- 
June, Dr. Baker had 16 in-patients on an • _ 

. yB i vanceraent. Great anxiety is consequently 


average, and the drug bill amounted to 
It is right to explain, that though n small 
portion of this account should have come 
into one of the other quarters, it still be¬ 
longs to the year’s expenditure. 

The Weekly Board of Governors now 
took fop affair up, Wing observed the 
growing evil for many months, and. a report 


expressed on the subject of the plan for a 
New Medical College, and the hopes 
which had been previously entertained of 
the degree of its usefulness aud importance, 
have been incalculably strengthened \>y the 


was laid before the Board, but the medical accession to power of many of those Vn&m- 
officers were not disposed to 14 the dual* who have long been denominated tbe 

whole truth," as it would have been per- m. ■ . . 

want to h»T0 dona w. Kami u it *«., Iibe ™ 1 wlup. ■ Tliu mxMtjr. no tatonl 

Mr. Wright was in jeopardy, being sus» to man, and so especially natural to the vic- 


pteted by Dr. Baker. From tins moment 
the Doctor checked his physic, his in-pa¬ 
tient* have been almost regularly detraining, 
and the Derby drug bill for the last quarter 
has diminished to less thsu Jf6/. in amount. 
Dr. Fox's averages of in and oat patients 
having con tinned, aud continuing tbe same 
as they were before Dr. Baker commenced 
the intention of these investigations, has 
been fully answered, for e similar waste of j 
140/. par annum will not he permitted in' 
future. 

hio*. 18th, 1830. 
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Urns of persecution, shall not, however,be¬ 
tray us into a premature disclosure of the 
details of foe echeme for tbe formation of a 
new College. Tbe enemies of reform are 
ever loud in their denunciations against 
“ dangerous innovations," and a proposal 
to repeal an " Act of Parliament,” or to 
abrogate a •* Royal Charter,” is as horrify¬ 
ing to the ears of a monopoliser, as the ap¬ 
palling agitations of an earthquake. Whilst, 
therefore, we take this opportunity of am* 
Bfl 
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tiouing our brethren against being deluded 
. by expectitfewit^HIQded upon an “official" 
change .qf men and names, we would urge 
them to investigate, with their utmost at¬ 
tention, the present and past state of medi¬ 
cal government. Then, and not till then, 
wift they be secure against delusive pro¬ 
mises j then will they treat with becoming 
contempt any hypocritical proposal, how¬ 
ever high the quarter whence it may ema¬ 
nate, for a patch-work reformation. Rtf or - 
motion, did we say 1 Medicine, like tbe 
Royal Society, demands 9 , new constitution. 
No " reforming” of <im old atttuus cm 
give the least satisfaction or security $ they 
are all intrinsically, radically, bad-*aiike 
disgraceful in spirit and in letter. The 
medical body, it may be truly said, at this 
moment presents a correct epitome of what 
is passing in the political world. It is, in 
fact, an “ imperium in imperio.** There 
is the tyrannical ruling oligarchy, the sy¬ 
cophantic, craving, expectant, conceited, 
aristocracy, and the persevering and meri¬ 
torious labonring classes, who enjoy no 
privilege from their nominal superiors, 
Bdve that of relentless persecution. A com¬ 
plete uprooting, then, of the medico-legal 
statutes, is what is demanded by every 
sensible man; hut before entering into a 
detail of the description of substitute that 
will be required, it is only prudent that we 
should thoroughly comprehend our present 
position. Evils are never so successfully 
opposed as when their extent and bearings 
are well understood. There is no safety 
when fighting against enemies who are con¬ 
cealed in ambush. Proceed we, then, to 
exhibit m deihabille, the unsightly corpo¬ 
ration, which has so long been permitted 
by the ‘' Vice Society, w to disfigure the 
Hall of the Company of Retail Drug* 
dealers. 

Tbe Apothecaries boast a higher origin 
than the Company of Surgeons, having 
originally been associated with the grocers, 
from whom, in fact, they sprung. The an¬ 


cient apothecaries traded iDdiicrimiutiely 
in all those articles which aw sold by tbe 
distinct trades of grocers and chemists of 
the present day. Iu those times the travel¬ 
ling quack carried on a most flourishing 
business, uud was the only exclusive dealer 
in medicines. The cures performed by this 
description of persons have been much 
epoken of by ancient writers, but of their 
professional murders nothing whatever has 
been stated, neither are there any accounts 
of the patients having been *' rubbed out” 
of existence, ns by cue infamous quark of 
our own times. Tbe ancient apothecary, be¬ 
sides carrying on the business of a grocer, 
acted upon all occasions as the willing tool 
or servant of the physician, whom he re¬ 
garded as the great possessor of all learning 
and knowledge. Thu knock of the gold¬ 
headed cane was magical to the ear of the 
apothecary, and the shake of ihe Doctor’* 
wig would half-frighten hint out of exist¬ 
ence. The friendly intercourse which ex¬ 
isted between the doctor and the apothe- 
cary is thus spoken of by Cnst'cnti in his 
character of the *• Physician 

“ F#l rvrfy hftdde hr his ap^lfircnru-*, 

Tft send him drupurs, a«d liixMoiarir-., 
for *•!.«■ othfjij uadi* oilier lor ».> ; 

Ht friendship u’u> but ne»e t*, Inginm .»• 

Whatever, therefore, may be said, in the 
way of reproach, of iho ^,rpeuug ? system, 

I now supported and carried ott kyi the doc- 
j l °rs »ud ^Upswing chemists, the custom 
certainly boast of antiquity-for both 
ita authority and justification. From pre¬ 
paring the prescriptions of physicians, and 
from their loug experience of the action of 
various medicine* when prescribed by others, 
tW apothecaries at last began to lake upon 
thjinselre* the cure of the sick, nutl thus 
inti tided upon the province of the “Doc¬ 
tors.** The trade of grocer not exactly 
agreeing with the nutioua of dignity cuter- 
taided by these subordinate doctors, they 
sought to be divorced from the retailer* of 
sugar and butter, aud at last to far succeeded 
a* to obtain a charter of incorporation in the 



history of tm : Aitent»bj&ti& 


tUrtMvOi y»»t of the reign of Junt the 
,.,fjr*V Tlila charter decreed tliat the apo¬ 
thecaries should constitute a distinct Com¬ 
pany, and be entirely free from the regu¬ 
lations fluid jurisdiction of the Company of 
(Jrocers; and the King, after lamenting 
that the grocer-apothecaries had sunk into 
disrepute, nnd were despised, decreed that 
the new Company should constitute a cor¬ 
poration by the name of the *' Master, 

Wardens, and Society of the Art sad Mys¬ 
tery of Phnrmocopolites of the City pf Lon¬ 
don." After going through the usual clauses* 
which are to be found in the charters of that I a knowledge of pharmacy; and they were 
priori, respecting “ lands,” •* liberties,” jfurtber em|»owered to destroy, before the 
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physicians appointed by him to hupwe as 
to his “ knowledge, and choice, of simples, 
and as to the preparation, dispensing, appli¬ 
cation, mixture, and composition, of medi¬ 
cines.” 

The Company wasjikewfae empowered to 
examine the shops of all parsons carrying^ 
on the business of apothecary in London, or 
within seven miles, whether freemen or not. 
They were also authorised to examine all 
persons whom they might find practising as 
apothecaries, and to prohibit them from 
practising, should they be found deficient in 


authorised to make ordinances foy the regu- j as they might deem adulterated, or unfit for 
latiou uuil government of all persona prac-! use, and inflict penalties besides. 


tiring as apothecaries in, and within seven 
miles of, ibe city of London, but no regula¬ 
tions, relating to medicines, or their com¬ 
pounds, could he made by them without 
previous consultation with the president, 
and the lour censors, of the College of Phy¬ 
sicians. The principle for regulating the 
elections was the same ns is to l»e found in 
•U the ancient charters, namely, the self- 
jwprtunting. Respecting the business of! 


This charter secured to tbe College of 
Physicians the whole of their privileges, 
and all surgeons experienced and ap¬ 
proved were to exercise their art and faculty, 
and use and enjoy their proper practice in 
the comjiojirioQ and application of external 
medicines, so that they did not vend medi¬ 
cines, or expose them for sale, according to 
the common practice of apothecaries.” 

In an Act passed in the reign of Wiuux 


the apothecary, it decreed, that uo persona in j 111., and which was made perpetual in the 9th 
London, except those of the Apothecaries' i Gromit 1„ apothecaries in actual practice 
{onpauy, should keep any apothecary's j were “freed from the several offices of 
sL-p, make, compound, administer, sell, constable, scavenger, overseer of the poor, 

and ull other parish, word, and leet offices, 
and from being put into, or serving upon, 
any juriet w inquests.” Apothecaries not 
beingfreemen of the Company, in practice 
beyond seven miles of London, were allowed 
simitar privileges, provided they had served 
an apprenticeship of seven year*. 

Such were the provisions of the Charter* 
of the A potheeurie*' Company down to 18l5, 
when was passed the statute entitled, " An 
Act for better regulating the Practice of 
Apothecaries throughout England and 
Wales;” but a more appropriate designa¬ 
tion would have been,-—* 1 An Act for ena¬ 
bling the Apothecaries' Company of London 
BBS 


send our, advertise, or offer for sale, any 
medicines, distilled waters, compounded 
chemical oils, decoctions, syrup*, : electua- 
riea, pills, powders, loaenges, plasters, or 
otherwise prac lisa the faculty of an apo¬ 
thecary within seven miles of Loodun, 
under ibo penally of five pounds a month, 
leviable by distress. Timber, it was or¬ 
dained that uo person should practise as au 
apothecary unless he had served an appren¬ 
ticeship of seven year* with some freouinii 
of the Company, and had afterwards pre¬ 
sented himself for approval before the 
master and wardens, assisted by the presi¬ 
dent of the College of I’hyoiciapv or by 



OPHUTIONS^HOSPITAI, PAT1KNTO. 


to hum 4|aW| «M *»««*» »w»»y *»■ 
tin podBI»*f.tl»'»M« kadjr of Eojtirt 
He mAnofto J udgw of 

^OfM’WtO’Hko fnn iho Member. of 
*• tUgntColItga ofSotgwoo, oiu tootko 
; tf lU> rielm «od pti»ito|o».* H«* ^o 
f*ampiny mast htve chuckled at it* mmm« 9 
« id obtaining this Act ! It bn thwm Own- 
•wdf upon thousand* into their coffers; b«t 
• more useless sod worthiest pises of kgfe- 
laiioo never issued from the bouses of Par¬ 
liament. This srs thsll press by soatrsptiBf 
its poursrs will* those of the Charter from 
which we here just quoted. The Company, 
we are well awsis* pretend that the set was, 
in a manner, (breed upon them by the pro* 
eeedisga adopted st the meetings of general 
practitioners held in the years 1812-! 3-14. 
These meetings certainly produced a great 
sensation amongst the profession throughout 
the whole country, but they were sadly mis¬ 
conducted, and, taking advantage of the slight 
knowledge possessed by the most active of 
the agitators, the College of Physicians and 
tlie Company of the Apothecaries, who had 
acted aa bottle-holders uutil the combatants 
were exhausted, altogether ousted the wrang¬ 
ler* from the field. The conquerors were 
then enabled to make their own terms, and 
the two bouses of Parliament, without scru¬ 
ple or hesitation, applauded and confirmed 
their maomuvres for monopoly. If the 
Apothecaries' Company bad been moved by 
the slightest feeliug of regard fur the wel¬ 
fare of the profession or the community, 
such an Act a* that passed in 1815 would 
have proved altogether nugatory. The 
Charter ofd ames X. gave them ample power 
to protect the public from incompetent 
pbaraacopoliiea; but it did not confer upon 
them the privilege to eatiact, at their dis¬ 
cretion, money from the pocket* of the 
medical students. This was the omission, 
which, in the ey«a of the keen-sighted 
Company, rendered an Act of Parliament 
indispensably necessary, and bottomed as 
tM that net is the moll inveterate avarice, 


it tujsoM,* might 
•d, ■ MW n of mauttr&u If it 

bo oootooM tint 111 . tocuiw eftb. I (ohm 
of Iwrit i« tI09, i* ^pb-f^ 
. Phj*.*. twittW UttiMiw 

i» 111. ptMtiw of OfOlbtoo^M, w. <h»y 
. mj \nf tfcrteitbe 

l«pl pnMC. »f ti» Ctopt*/> w Mmi by 
*mt o tUtio t Uunw) it tlmoH'mt 
tknrtegU poutkm, mi wo «*jw*t A*t d>« 
Act of i815>m o«ly nwdmii bmmmtjt, W- 
tn tb# cbtrtu »f Uma tb. fiw 4i< not 
ooafer «pau th.m tl» pri.il*. of citnct- 
ing too ftt duffing. for * " licewo" l» 
pnetiH u ao opoOworj. 


A CoimMNiMUKt. "ho »l*no bburlf 
•• Foion.**," hot oddf«o«ed to ao the fol- 
lowing note 

" Sir,—As you lure often criticised the 
practice of our hospital surgeon* with *< ve¬ 
rity, let me aek h->w a c»*e of ** Tumour in 
the neck/' treated by Mr. Lawbi^u. a* 
detailed in the last number of vour Journal, 
can be justified f And w hether Jus la*t ope¬ 
ration for cataract dues not deaerr* ecu- 
sure? Task Pi ay, 

« Dec. 7th, $830.'* 

We ceiUiniy cannot approve of the prac¬ 
tice of the surgeon tu either of these case* ; 
neither do we approve of au operation, the 
particulars of which will bs frond at page 
380 of our praaant Number, v i 

We should b» cruelly and criminally de¬ 
ficient iu the discharge of our duty towards 
the afflicted portion of the public who seek 
relief io our hospitals, if we were to omit 
directing the attention of the governors of 
these institutions, to the circumstances 
under which the patients are frequently 
discharged. It often happens, that poor 
creatures who have been for weeks bed¬ 
ridden, and subjected to long courses of 
mercury, ere sent oat of the hospitals at • 
few hours’ notice, without having a friend 
to apply to for relief, or a bed whereon to 
rest their aching boons. It was only about 



ROSECtmoW OF tons-mORNSt^OHONERS. 


Iirdv* d»j* nsec, tbit font patient* eitlrd 
X (b. print. N,i<fr»o» af the Editor, to 
compUia of die •uddett maontr in vrhieh 
tliojf had bees dindwed ftws St, Btrtbolo- 
ine^e Hoepitsl; end we b»te little diBuuIly I 
ib myiug, tbtt two of Uietn were i» » mo»t 
Uitt nste lo be dMcbXjed, tod qMteid- 
tun its we, that so private patient wlto 
twld bare pXd a /«, would bees been 
turned into the alreet trader dmtlfer eiienm- 
Xascee. One of three poor creatures wee 
front Yorkshire, end had sot a tingle friend 
or relative io'Condon; yet be wa* .orauch 
diaabted, that it waa only with the gtentoat 
difficulty be could walk. On tbeSttidny he 
had been directed by the lioute-iurjeon, 
Mr. ■- —, to keep in bed j on the Mon¬ 
day he waa deemed by the visiting surgeon 
a fit subject for the etreete. 

And ihcae ore our charitable hospitals! 


m 

" 1 liiT! not M ytt been eaaMatifepro. 
tm m •»•*** frott tfaa Solicit**** 06$ 
Treasury, i*w$«®<to|**titiou it submitted* 
«w afcall 1 for aw* months to come, be¬ 
cause &e petition is referred from tl» Soli¬ 
citor to the ^UdHtpy ifcd Soiicitot Gene- 
igt, wAd will report theredi to the Lord* of 
ii# i 3Rwii*uijr. ''" 1 - ! *'’-v-" 

■ ; 4' h I remain, Sir, youn tnrfy, 

«< WoSnUnuoH. 

“ T. Wakley, Esq. Bedford SqoaM." 

The Lord* of the Treasury now in office, 
•re not the gentlemen to whom Lowe’s 
fftte of «S0f. was ptid j If they #«*, wo 
should be inclined to say t few severe words 
to them upon delaying for some months the 
consideration of such a petition as the one 
Wo presented. The difficulty, inconveni¬ 
ence, and expense, incurred in prosecuting 
criminals in this country, have long effec¬ 
tually obstructed the full administration of 
justice. From what we know of Earl 
Grey, the first l^ord of the Treasury, and 


“ nit r. towc;.’’ 

(Xotf from Mr. Henson (he Solicitor.) 

tl 1>, Jlouverie-st., Fleci-sl., 
Dec. 7. tm 

dd Sir,— Understanding that you wish me 
to aeiul yon the particulars of the costs in¬ 
curred in this prosecution, nr.d the monies j 
allowed by the county, I beg to forward you j 
the following mcttorandam-T?. 

** Entire amount of costs in the £ *. if. 

prosecution of Lose .. 132 l 3 

** By rash allowed by the County 
of Middlesex for the witurns- 
«*, umi received of the twu- 
surer on the 8th of November 12 It 0 

» tearing the amount of coats 
incurred by you the prose¬ 
cutor .. W 9 9 

Of which 89/. 9u 9<f.. fifty-five pounds 
were received by me before the petition 
was presented to the treasury, having a 
balance stIH due from you of ML 9e. *M. in 
addition to which will he the coats of the 
petition to the Lout* Comiuiaai»a*rs of the 
Treasury, which will amount to l»L or t»/. 
more. 


Sir Thomas Denman and Sir Wiiiiak 
H oaxe, the Attorney and Solicitor-General, 
we are inclined to believe that Mr. Munson 
will receive an earlier reply to bis applica¬ 
tion than the hitherto tardy proceedings of 
I the Treasury have led him to anticipate. 


ATTGisvrv-CoitoNERS are so extremely 
anxious for medical men, the only compe¬ 
tent. persons to preside over inquests, that 
they are availing themselves of every op¬ 
portunity to show that their ignoranoa of 
law is equal to their ignorance of medicine. 

The attorney-coroner of the City held an 
inquest on the body of the boy who waa 
operated upon by Mr. F.Atav. (whose caws 
is recorded at page 380). aud tU coroner 
nnd jury, we should think, were not a little 
auiprised when they heard, thin a “ mullet * 
had been extracted from the child's dtr, Of 
what use ore such inquests! 






m 


gonobuhcea, 


WESTMOWnm MBDICAL SOCIETY. 

Itr, ‘Ciiin hoc k in ihe Chair. 

OOWorruoia. and tu* identity or out 
roast or that disease with ffMHUfr 
Mr. Bacot. I rise to acquit myself of] 
th© promise mode to tbo Society last SatOT-j 
Jay, to bring under consideration the subject 
of gooorrbd’a, *od tlm question of llliws* 
tity with syphilis. It is not my intantiott 
to occupy "the time of the Society with a 
detail of the symptoms and method of treat¬ 
ing gonorrhea; it is a disease so univer¬ 
sally known, that to dilate upon ao (rite a 
topic would be mow than useless, though I 
VHeee then* are few practical nn-u who wilt 
not readily admit that gotioirluea, however 
common it way be, oimrioually present* 
difficulties in the cure, and anomalies in 
the progress of the symptom*, sui’ic.tmi) 
vexatious to tin* most experienced ; how ¬ 
ever, putting this view of the subject aside, 
at least ft»r the present, l will p.ocevd m 
once to draw your attention to tin* id-milv 
of one form of this disease with syphilis*. I n 
doing so 1 must not only enrn-at vour at 
tent ion, but your favourabio couiideraUnu. 
for I feel that l am struggling against the 
general opinion of most modern practitioner.!, 
and that 1 am especially opposed to some 
of the most distinguished men of tin* pre¬ 
sent day. If this w- re n mere hvpotbeii- 


*nd mm Iwucorriwss j it WWgr lMttltlt* 

hmuojw.ths 

geniuli. With pait » ftrt 

ftibMtrtttdy - wm 

strum; ill the «Md#w 
lure #Ui ofU»o produce Utt f^ripumt of 
gonofrhaa, pa wiu*{ * ho»&* trifl do tb* 
same* a&d m Mft,» t 

diseiumfom U» urethra, frowwi. 

flawraatjou of the bmi«h» wemWant tjf lb© 
uml»r* and she (dating gonorrho^ whet- 
aver be chooses lo tpjdy any irritating sub¬ 
stance within that passage. None of these 
facts can, I apprehend, lie doubted; sad if 
not, then wet)**# abundant awm*s of what 
may he, and bns been, repeatedly nailed 
gonorthtr*. without having ncotww to 
mrntl iute?rour**; for if we have all the 
shore-flawed symptoms. io cnujuurtiwl will) 
redness >iui luuudae tion of the. orifice of the 
urethra in the male, and lOfjp'Scr'Mr and 
r«*d«wss of the murnu* lining t>f the tabia and 
vagina in the feiwal*, i »ppr- j»e»J no man 
will reiy uji');i ttje un i- tippv^ra'u.c of th- 
di»charg*>, to settle the pomi ui to whether 
the cum plant is tin: p-mitfCi* ul eonnrimri 
or not. much h?9 w'-lh-T it bet'*- result 
»•' impure «-c>ufa*>.\i-.n. Now it h "'■!! 
L;0>vn w|«it \v>» call g"i*orih>ei lias 

been mobilised from very tM'ly time-; »t is 
descrih , 'd »•*/ idi tin* *.r writeis ; nudb’iw 
should it he i»t!ier«i.«- f ten l .ng oh iuuci.ua 
linings are liable to inflammation, so I 04,un¬ 
der v*:ujus i:ircum»Ta:>s.'-s. ui’ disease, either 
c mstitutumid oftitul, must gunurrmvs bavn 
; existed. I need not quite .mthorit.es to 
llu-v ure to h.* 


, * . . ,, , . * . : prove so notorious « *.act 

cr.l .fMM. It mu l« « | l.mitd in ev.rv 1» .t, «<! sk» ,«««.!*.. of 

««r unud-nM*. tat » it m <(.<■„,, Jlia( , , ot v . ,«.■*. if. ,*r- 

c..o,» of the WMW, awmimtn tUi ,. wl| \ nal „„ lv „ iiu , lW (l „, ww ' v nf 

oc M ,™..lly ll.ro* . of .u.p.cmo | (|i; , crm io - w fc.trf 

0,00 fern..- ebwtit). »a <!«iro» .bo j aJm;! J a, Jubt> Urn IMUtr -iU> «fcW. U» 
of me doMirsuc cirtlc, besides that it leans ■ ■ . . ■* 

to s imn practical Couc'mgVMJS, it has strong 
claims ujion oar attention. Tito term goaor- 
rh«n. io its usual accepts:ion. implies, m* 
we all know, a puruloM •iisnUarae horn tlie 
organs of generation, uru-nd^d with pain sud 
scalding in pasting the urine; to these 
symptoms I restrict the definition of the 
dunmse, because the superadded symptoms, 
which are almost enrib-s*. are not mmtial 
lo tho disease, neither do 1 include iu my 
definition the usual term “ the produce of 1 
impure a»nn«iio»,” because that is not an j 
essential circumstance to tlie production of! 


disLbar^jjyhowe.var arigiug, can be commu- 
uicated by tnbsrcourse between the sexes: 
this then puts ms in j*o»s*ra.;i iu cf the fact, 
that not only did j»';rj.»*iit diidiarg'-s from 
the organs of generation prevail long before 
the disease tailed avpltiiitwaa known, but 
that it so existed bulb as a constitutional 
disease, a< w«U as a conseqaence of pro¬ 
miscuous istcrf.iuw* b**fw«*on die flexes, 
Buv now* comes the qufKtion, Is gonorrhum a 
form of syphilis? or, in plainer language, 
i)o«i the jndson of syphilis ever attack the 
mucous lining of the organ* of generation, 
... • e !e proauciioBOf) «j^d tt cing the symptoms of guuorrbtts with- 

daeliuge f«» tU* mwd «,«». .ml th. (£, , h „* ch i 

impure nn,m oj whK-k po oa y t* m«l, out j cw - tU „ of 

by d.« «*• Mwr , a! j ihdiiwo.- 

f. 1 ?" 1 rZ ' , ’! ; l«o n .lly d.*., »ud ^ «. ..... 

J'"? ^ t j '/' ^ Ulwnlv tli. ... -t.,cb I b». 

d»HBgu..h bclwe.H « r»«wl ducli.r^ . f|ir| „.;, [ tl „„ Km , m . 

• nMIkTlKMIlai #«*. *«•'>“ * ,in S tki* dM i* 

Jteport ia it* proper place. isj trXl«H*tve, and the uuUiomiCfl so nuuie# 



ASD ITS llfh 8YPMU8. #» 

♦ste'IM-T mu mM» in riijfe tliis skrtiiro of SiWtout, ftstWkOO 4*tWtt 
tW» It the liiiotir Out Im. bt« bortiwlnl ftmmf lySptoioi Mtbij; TMa im lb 
ttJWKtte iniqinrf, In wliiob aomudunge* call* bleiinorrhagiaonly * ewes aw nlao re- 
imttyhas been dfspNygd, iu4 *o many to*s- lilted by Ve&ifott kui iisgneM, tending to 
''W&§ WmtitfttrtL It ii Wall known that the mum point; JRorftx«r records 4 Tact of 
t&l; Weatity of the two disease* him (won six Vtetichmm hariofbad oonneaioa with 
#*My eljwfiafcd hf Hunter, Foote, Swe- the same woman, be* *<w iwiher; three 
•ofWr, Sa^»yi Xflgneau, Cwmiehsel, and of these nob eoatroetW ohWwro*. two 
Mretal others, and that it has been cape* pon&rhmt, and bno Oaoaped *dra a bubo 
ehffly opposed by B. Boll, and btherequally only. A caw of the game kind it related 
respectable authorities,** well ft bj tlw tacit by "Mr. Mention, but it worild bo ttneiidid 
cOuaeni, ifl may •osar, of the bulk oF the loot to state that all these relation* are hn- 
profession. A* UMiiil.bnth parties appeal to j perfect, inasmuch a* the exact condition of 
practical fact* and direct experiments, to!the female ia not given with the necessary 


HMlili i M 


of the recorded eifwrhnenU are At all satis* | pamphlet favourable to this view of thesub- 
factory; those of Hunler fail, from the mode .ject. That gentleman tells us that at an in- 
in which they were conducted; the appear-apection of the public women which he at- 
anrra produced by inoculation were inter* I tended at Valenciennes, out of one hundred 
fared with by art, and the belief that the j only two were affected with ulcerations, and 
cure of u dtsea** by mercury proved its na-ifcl Little nearly the same proportions exist- 
ture to he syphilitic, renders all hit labours jed, and yet the men continued to present 
itti^nfnrv ; but then the Mine roust be said j the same proportion of ulcers on the genitals 
of the trials m«de by B. Bell, because they \ ** usual. 1 proceed in the next place to oh- 
onfr «<» to prove that, in a very limited serve that shortly after the introduction of 
rmmlter nfiusinnc.es, the insertion of "unor-; syphilis among the nations of the Continent, 
rip-ul nutter into (tie skin of the poms, or {SUrgeona almost universally toot dp the doe¬ 
r-fee mwi, was unattended by the exacted < trine of tUeWoiitily of the. two diseases, ami 
proofs of the mutual conversion of the two [all our own practical writers not only assumed 
diseases ; but when the numerous instances! the matter without hesitation, but proceeded 
of iiiscliafi»« from the on thru are‘cou*id«r*} to the euro u;k>u this presumption, and some 
»d, it would not change mv opinion in any |nf them go ro far us ui say that goDorrbma ia 
degrie to find a thousand waianc*.* of fail* 1 always a proof of brut intention. One of 
tire in the product ion of n M'philitr; sore j the ablest of these writers (Mr. Wiseman) 
by the insertion of gonorrhwal matter; j affirms thntbe has met with various indivi- 
wbilst an the other baud, if one successful j dual* infected by the some woman having 
•experiment can be quoted of this kind, the j chancres, some of whom contracted gonor- 
ttnitcr is settled ; pud this is asserted to |iInca, and others sores only, and it is by no 
have been said to have been done by Dr. v mentis unusual to observe the same thing now, 
ilnrriion. Toc-nsinute a fair tetof expert* \ but there ii nothing conclusive in this, because 
roeuVa on this subject, it would he necessary jit >« not always, nor perhaps often, possible to 
to recollect that the inoculation of the mat-: artirro that a female with gouorrki'a has not 
tCr. from afyplnbtic sere, Teqnftltttotuc.ths- j deeply seated in the vngiua an ulcer also ; 
crimination, for Alt sbres on the gsnitals are ueilherdo 1 wish to draw any decisive infer- 
not syphilitic, and that its i «&«»*» into the euce front the belief expressed by the writer* 
ur<i!i’r«is not necessarily uttentod by a simi' of the sixteeajdi sod seventeenth centurieji 
lur ulceration, at I that can l*e rousduably ex- in favour of the identity of the two diseases, 
piTtr.d is. tbit in Inflammation of tho imt- be^suae it ia quite clear ihst in the. vast ma- 
coua membrane, end in consequence a dis- jority of instance*,, gonorrlnca, though n 
rbnrge of pu*. should tnhe place, the specific venereal complaint, that ia to say a com* 
figure of whi-b can unit* he proved hv its plaint produced by means of sexual inter- 
•ftut-eoi)«H>ueitr.es. Secoudly, it isnmws- course, is not syphilitic, that H, doe* oat 
aary, in performing aurh experiment*, that lead to secondary affection. But I can eon - 
evrrv curative mean* wham ret should be ceive that the surgeons of thotedw, though 
avoided, aud that tb« processes should be aware that gonorihina had existed long be- 
Icft entirety to nature. Fkirdtr. that the fore the invasion of ayphilis, still were in- 
iimcuUUon slioahl be performed from one duced to consider it to he part and parcel of 
individual to another, and not on thesimn- t hat disease, in consequence of their observ- 
inT«on t and fourthly, ihe txpmmcntum i»g that secondary symptoms did really flow 
cruris should he demanded, namely, to pro- from it, aud thus from teo great a fondness 
riuce a syphilitic sure from the inoculation for gnneralizmg facts, they took it lor grant- 
of “onorrlurid mutter. So much for the «x- ed thut all disobargs* from the urethra had a 
nerimemal part of the inquiry. With regard I syphilitic origin j and in ray opinion there 
* to other evidence, wo have the positive a»- are tacts enough to warrant wy belief that 




sre XBBBlIV Or GOHORWKEA WITH SYFjnm > 

iber. «XM»m. * fflk UH t r of *««»- 1 J* 1 **’ 1 * 11 ' * ** I *?** <II<A 
rhiri,fnmWfiiSanpomiiP««».“>«",, h .» P“« ia 
it tl» Atoit, tnptioiii 00 lb. .kin, ..d j hour, wi. pyrf ..the tf ft. 
uth« mpurn mop.»«i«» *« «nw ! f«« «* d ‘« ti ttcl 

MqnwWof.yphiliTof.uch com^h-m.. »P«l. 1 «»«r wtow^ j » »■ *wjotflf. 

I«trtltTolMeli'«ei«raplM, *»J t*»» «»•!« pl»“ •"«»»*•. ."•***■. 

,lud* la . MBmuy ofiBjTie*. .ttiwwd; *«.•** 1 »* «o ■»» rf to. I »w» 
of ill siaeceuuy rtrbtape, tlitr miking a■ ittled hat ihrrt «MM. wd (Ik*. wry »Uort- 
few Whitckt upon thr practical iufmnee !y,inordnu>«p»»th. wtartta iwi. o/th. 
d.riv.bl« from ttew twit. About too ; SiotlJ i but 1 trait tint «««»»■ to bw 
tout. »go I «-3S railed to attend a young ..id to afford w.ti«r for rt*«ti«n, nod, nt 
sentlctnan labouring under pmorrhir., the l«»t. to Mate riw .IWnoo. of thowwho 
«v mu toms of which were rery wrrre; thin h«r tnr. IVihapa H ».jr be wkwl, Wh«t 
Young man was of mr writable bahit, »nd U the adnata,. of this UiseuMiuo, and to 
j ad contracted the disease in the usual way; i wbst course of practice does it lead ? Sly 
there is nothing peculimlv deserting of «•: .usurer to this ttut tbs edraulages of 
teution in ibis csss oxuepting the great j this discussion ore two-fold,—in site first 
severity of the inSammaiory stage of the place, if it bo true that noineroot discharges 
diaevise, which was attended by such an j from fin* genital organ* ot either sex may 
enormous swelling of the prepuce. that the j arise -without sexual connexion, important 
relations of the gentleman became alarmed, practical conclusion* may be Urn 
and as he was highly connected, it was thought queues, saving, perhaps, many female* 
right to join the late Mr. Pearson in consul* especially, from misery and disgrace; it 
tation. It is needless to repeat the mode of may teach us, in our medical capacity, 
treatment adopted, and 1 only mention Mr. some degree of caution in pronouncing upou 
Pearson's name in order to record the ex- the venereal nature of such discharge, and 
pression that he made use of to me when he thereby save us also from much difficulty, 
quitted the patient, w hom he saw only ooe*. ami sometimes from censure. It in nut 
He said," If I were in your place* when ib« above three months ago that i witnessed a 
disease ia nearly subdued 1 would exhibit severe discharge, with intense aidur uriiw, 
mercury, for I have Been many evil couse* and conniiierable local irritation of the ex- 
qnenie* follow such casesof gonorrha. , s. M 1 tornuJ organs, in n young female between 
did not, however, follow this advice, and thirteen and fourteen years of age, who had 
my patient, after remaining quite well foT never yet menstruated, hut in whom the 
two months, became affected with ulcerations signs ol* puberty were beginning to develop 
of the tonsil* and palate, and finally recover- lh«m<e!r<*s, and yet certainly, both from 
ed with some degree of deformity,exfoliation inspection of the parts ami other circiiiu- 
of part of the palatal bone* haring taken stance*, it was ifnpo»sibl« that sexual inter- 
place. Now, I can confidently atsrrt that this course could hove taken place. Now had 
gentleman had gonorrkca only ; I inspected this female hern but a few months older, or 
him repeatedly and minutely, and I can truly m> situated as to have been exposed to i»u*- 
assert, that not a particle ot cuticle was do" ; pi cion, the medical who's opinion might 
stroyed or abraded on any part of the geni* {have be*i» decisive as to the future proa- 
tal organa. My second example is that of a pect» of this poor girl. Now with regard 
medical pupil, who, about two mouth!, after to discharge* avowedly the result of impure 
the cure of a severe gouorihaw, applied to connexion, sad where it may he suspected 
me on account of suptrficiol ulceration* of that aiter-cooaeqini.ces may eiiaue, I do 
the tonsils, patus in the limbs, aodapro* not propose materiaUr to vary the treatment, 
fuse eruption of lichen simplex ore t the bacaua** I am induced to believe that one 
whole body. Hi* remark upon coming to species of that disease is Syphilitic; but 1 
mo waa, “ Sir, t always dented the piati. iio think it ia of importance to rememU-r, 
bilityof secondary symptom* wising from that atroptoms may uriae. demanding our 
gonwrrbfca, but now I am unfortunately con- idi ms attention, and to the nature of 
vtneed ofiutntth.” The akmtive sdnoi- which w« must not wilfully shut our wye*; 
lustration of mercury waa recommended, that in very w-eere case* of gonorrbma, it 
and the patient speedily got well, 'llie may !jp advifiahh* to let our patient know 
third case which 1 vbnll trouble you with ia the ti«k* that impend over him, and oceu- 
tlitt of ale male, a patient at tbcM. George's aiunnilr, puthnp*, to tstadualu the cure by 
ao4,St- James's 1).#j.cnwy, who laboured an alterntcve <lo»e of mercury, a medicine 
for many weeks under a’profuse purulent whkh 1 cooiulrr abaolutely mtachievoua 
discharge from the vagina, with great fur- and improper to bt given during the ear- 
geioence and redtiesa of the whole external Her singe* of tire disease. I Imre purposely 
organs, an dardor uriii.s, hut who neverthe- omuted tmy men'.ion of those symptoms 
1 *m wiftied to puts off this di»uase as mere w hich immediately uud avowedly flow front 
leucorrbeca. Whilst under treatment, she was gooorih‘C», avd gonorrbu's only, such as • 



' SKOTABittOf^WaitVtSW. 
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P>iH«.wp«sU»; Am of tbv fe«t, all of 
"if tn»U««nj 
•eqooiw of the jwMw, fat whiik, atm. 
lf»U«, li«*« mltigg to do will tho qua¬ 
il®* of tone ; and I will now coacludfty to* 
fe»*W <® » few aenteBcM in » work which 
I l»leiy publalifd, wli.nin lki« queition is 
trailed of at tome length. It cannot have 
escaped your penetration, Sir, that the time 
devoted u> our discussions has compelled 


woktssious tvoicnoK. 


JfT' - ‘ 


i 


the 


ft ' fc 

&r—I have reed with much interest in 
Mft number of your valuable Lsncst, 
the details of two ceeel «T M 4pooUneoua 
evolution,” by Mr. Cooper, of Brentford; sad 
certainly, as far as the subject Of evolution 
is concerned, they are interestingly ilhistra- 


me to. waive many arguments, and to geesj live of that mysterious power, whereby 
unnoticed many interesting points connect-J nature produces so admirable an adaptation 


ed with this inquiry; but 1 liopo enough 
has been said to excite the interest, and to 
call forth the opinions, of many gentlemen 
around me, fully competent to put me right 
if I aiu in error, sinca truth alone is, and 
ever ought to he, the object of our search. 

Dr. vijfijinND disputed ihe correctness of 
Mr. Hscot's chronology of the disease. He 
could never perceive the slightest similarity 
between the two diseases, but considered 
them perfectly distinct; the only tircuro 


of means to the end. An observation* of 
nature and her mode of action has been, 
since tho earliest ages of medicine, die di¬ 
recting principle in the building-up of theo¬ 
ries, and the application of remedial agents; 
but there are few instances, indeed none, 
where her power is so strikingly displayed, 
as in the subject before us. So far Mr. 
Cooper df serves the thanks of the profes¬ 
sion, but I regret that we cannot bestow our 
meed of praise ou bis line of practice in bis 


stance he could allow stall favourable to (first case, lie says, ■‘Introductory pains 


the doctrine of identity, was the necessity 
of administering small doses of calomel after 
gonorrhoa. 

The pBSSiorvr complimented the author 


commenced on Saturday ; the paints conti¬ 
nued at intervals until Tuesday evening, 
when 1 was sent for. On examination, I 
found that tbs membranes wt re not broken. 


of the paper on the dear and comprehensive j On \\ ediittsday 1 was again sent for, and 
manner iu which bo had treated the subject ; (now I discovered tho arm presenting, and 
he expressed hi* concurrence in his doc- j so firmly wedged in, that the child could not 
trim*, and stated his surprise, that in the j be turned.” 


liat oi authorities corroborating his views, j 
the late work by Mr. Travers hail not been 
referred ro; to Ibis he called the attention 
of the .Society. 

Mr. Hamit said, h« bad not been able to 
comprehend Mr. Travers' work, otherwise 
be Should have adverted to tt. 

Mf.fcv*rr#T»-luteu avery cfeur and inter, st¬ 
ing case that bad fall* it under his own «.b- 


Xow, Sir, Mr. Cooper on his first exawi- 
natiou telis us, that thy membranes were not 
broken. What condition the os uteri was 
in, or what was the presenting part, he does 
not say; but if be could find that the 
“ inembranes were not broken," he cer¬ 
tainly could ascertain the condition of ihe 
oi* uteri and tho presenting port; now Mr. 
{'oopT did or did not ascertain the present ft • 


nervation, taring particularly on the qm-.. j sii-non Tuesday; it he did, I consider that a 
lion, wh«f# gonorrhina was followed l»v , .fegreu of culpability is to by attached to 
secondary symptoms to a violent degree, j nun in consigning to her fate a poorcrytimre, 


and rtnpiired the exhibition of.mercury, 
•srsapanlla, &,c., for its cure. He hud, pre. 
vioqsly to this case. Wb decidedly op j wed | 
to Mr. Dacota doctrines. A wmilar case j 
was related by a geuilenmi whose oaim; wt»| 
cuutd not Irani. 

Dr. (isjiM'itr.c, during his travels on the 
Contitient, hail hud many opportunities «• 
in vest i gating the subject; his attention w»> 
putticulsrly celled to it in some parts of tie 
IVniiMultt; bo expressed himstlf fuvout- 
able to Mr. Hacot’s view*. ; 

Dr. Ha suv opposed tho notion of the 
identity of tho two d»*‘ttt>e.>. Dr. Copland 
Allowed him by auppurting ihe idenuty. 
The diseufsioo w as very mmuniva, and the 
majority of tb*» members inclined to 
support Mr. llatot's opuii.»Us 


iinu me 

when ho could, lie I* ire the evacuation of thu 
waters and the impaction of the child in the 
pelvis, turn with ease to himself nnd safety 
to the mother, and if he did not, hr entiiibt 
claim rife tact of a tyro, much tat that of 
a practitioner of 14 years’ standing. 1 shall 
no! insult the understanding of your readers 
by quoting proof of the propriety, nay, ne- 
,e-stv of this pioceeding, u being insisted 
>ii in‘tho fee lures and works on midwifery*. 
Well ihi lt, oa Wednesday Mr. Cooler finds 
himself in u dilemma, bo canned turn in 
:\m sequence **f the opposing powt-r of the 
merus; having no data to proceed upon, and 
.finding himself in ihe by-paths of wncer- 
:«imv, he betakes himself to ** phjimtcsii 
ml refirclwn," and the effect of his phvst- 
oh't;icul ratiocination is to subdue the stroug 
action of the uterus. Surely tho profession 
w ill hail with gratitude ao happy aa tVeo, 




STO QUACKERYw-OBBTETRlC SOCIETY.—MEIJICAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. Conner then proceeds to otercome this; »'«• ’">“U •«» l-"™ '«"* and molt 

obstacle; but to and behold, after he baa 1 readily hues joined iu a petition to the legis. 
ncconuiUabed hi. end, i. e. the relaxation of i !*!«». Onu word to the secreUne* of the 
the uterus, he throws himself into tb« arms, Chstemc Society. As in the “ futi pleni- 
of Morpheus, and desires to bo called when ude’ of tbetr candour they published tho 
utetine action conies on again, the rery 1 proceedings of the Society, why did they 
thine on which he had wasted so many | not also publish the correspondence which 
lihyeirdogicel ideae; howeeer, he left e good j •«* pl»ce between the GeUegea of i'hysi- 
midwife (nature), and by a roost fortunate 1 «»»» and Surgeons and themseirea, through 
occurrence, evolution took place, and saved i <l"« ex-Secreury of State for the Home 1 Je- 
the patient s life and tiro ductor’a re|iut*tion. i partatent! Trent uudouhted authoriiy f 
I need not ask, Would any man be nud “»reformed thsttlieepistlealrontihe learn. 
• * ..... • ed and most liberal bodms, would make the 

hair oa tbe head of an intelligent peraon 
atuad on end. 


enough, in east * of that kind, to trust to 
ejtontaneoiH evolution 1 
Allow me to apologise for this oomtntmi- 
cation, and to assure Mr. Cooper thatl hare 
not been actuated by any jiersoual feelings, 
and do really tender him mv thanks for lur¬ 
ing the cases before the profession. 

I am. Sir, yours, 

OlttrSTXlCUS. 

London, Nor. 29, 1030. 


ASSOCIATION or MEftICAT. rRACTITIOXEHS 
AT NEWCASTLE. 

.Twe in embers of the medical jirofession at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, at n meeting held a 
abort time since at tbe .Assembly Booms, 
{Mr. Baird in the chair, have unanimously 
jagteed to a sexie* of resolutions expressive 
; of their opinions on the dissatisfactory and 
| degrading custom of charging for medicine*, 
us a mode of remuneration for the exercise 
! of professional skill, and that the nature and 


SUPPRESSION OF Q12ACKLHY. 

I)r- H,C, Field, ofBaggolStreet,Dublin, __ t .... f .. 

writes to us as follow*;—As l think the Uxteut of sen ice* actually rendered, are the 
opinion of m> nuiuer .isi'a u body as the niedical 1 only just and rational basil for obtaining 
practitioners, o:i Cii^ aide i»f the Channel, j compensation. In accordance with thf*«« 
should give, some additional preponderance j views tt table of fen and charges “ specify- 


toa cause tit which they are, with English 
practitioners, equally interested, 1 hare lor 
some time anxiously hoped (but in vain) 
that some one, on the part of the former, 
more capable, would express his ercat 
sense of obligation for yowr exertions, and of 
the justice of a general demand for a pro¬ 
tecting law against nil kind* of medical em¬ 
piricism. Beimit me to any that we have 
felt here moat imlig'taatly on the subject of 
the empiric Lon,*. Tbe *bul:ilion of angry 
feeling is now subsiding into contempt for 
him, with astonishment and disapprobation, 
ho*>yer r at the encouragement given to 
quackery by the trifling punishment inflict- 
ed." The doctor continues his stri<ttt**u 
at some length, and cjIIs upon the pre** to 
lessen public credulity,—unhappily a de¬ 
mand iamb more «unity made than accom¬ 
plished ,— and conclude# by imploring thej 
legidatum to take immediate steps to gourd 1 


mg she several services winch practiuon- 
may b-* railed on to render, with » ronson- 
able but adequate sum affixed to each, 
adapted to several rank i and curmnstatice.-t 
of the conmrnm*y,’ was adopted, >-arh j«rac* 
tiitouer affixing h.s name to it as u pledge of 
his using it in ud practicable emu. 

A resolution nus h ! ->o cuti-ieu into, thut 
tloM- practitioner* wio needed to these 
regulations * bon Id form fbe.iuiclreit into n 
•Society, to be called •* Ihe Newcastle and 
time-head Asaockuo# of GeM'al Prai ti- 
i inn* ns to Meoietue and Surgery,’’ which 
Society i* to Htfld meeting* once nr *twic*- a 
year lor the conanlenttion of subject* con¬ 
nected with tlieii joint interest* and well- 
being, suit for the promotion of social, and 
friendly feeling* amongst the member*. 

We are sorry that the secretary, Mr. T. 
M. Ureenhowi did not forward io us the 
tabid of charge*, uh it might !«• acceptable 


the community against the plundering and j ** a guide in other tut* Mr. Urehnbow 
murderous proceeding!, of quack*. j ob** » re* in a note accompanying the molu- 

j tiofta,—•“ In ootuieqwnett of the address of 


OBATETIIIC SOCIETY, 

A correspondent {Argus), in making 


llio Metropolitan Society, a correspondence 
has been commenced with that body, but it 


•ome observation* on the proceedings of; doe# not appear tlmt they expect to he able 
the u '.Obstetric .Society," observes that iu soon to accomplish sny-thing Conner led 
exertion# might Imre Wo rendered fur mom ! with n better principle of reoittneruiinn, 
efficient if it had been thrown open to tbe j though it i* part of their ultimate object, 
-profession, instead of being confined to a: At any rate it is obvious that a general 
few who may be said to lime a direct inte- movement in the profession would hustru 
rest w the question. ‘I her** is not a man end fiuiittate incalculably, such an intention 
f raettsisg midwifery iu the united kingdom j on their pun." 
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cem; Of BVL4Ra4,o iftBEw av jtMwwr AHo'^ry:, atoney, go w th« library, gad the 
TBtavjMUOOATSOPjparjUH. j ram*! ning third t? form an ordinary fund for 

J)n.W.M.W«r, of Newiiffr, fcwfw.l^W U'» SmMU? Mpenae. «f ina- 
•uM to <» tb% panieul.ra of > cite of : n **«>““L aaifai granting ra-hef to decayed 
great «nlivj!.»e*t and Kdaration of ti.e! t»«uW.or thetr fiwM!K». la cWMuon, 
•pleen, with alarming armptoma. Tin din-i * ow * M «• ■**..** MM ,W 
owe had exiated for nine o> too yeara, and n regitte. mouther ony ««to to hi. 
it •« successfully t»ated in the follo*in»! w,ll,> 7 (by «W#nl P«JJWtnfa) any annual 
mannor . 0 :auia,from 10 /. to- 30 /. according to approved 

I bogan with email dtwwof ioditm, «•}*•* *>? *$• *“"1*. »“<* •.«** 

grain every four honra, which I continued !‘»' r e «ood the teat of experience else where 
tor nearly a month, witlioet producing tliei 1 ® ■■‘Oder associations. Ihe faculty, in 
alighteet effect: I then added half a grain ; wocmate gratiutouelr, and die. 

more, to be repeated etrory five honra, and ^tbnte _ lymph to ali applicant. weck.y. 
to rub the hydriodate of piiaah on tlw part Ibare .. alto a medical literary toctety, 
affected night and morning. In a fortnight!*idttlo«ll expanse, the entering 
1 new her again, and perceived a oonnider-! * hu ' 1 * ’• ®P U »?* the mnnhara. 1 he 
able change for the better. 1 then incretiecd j i,l !'» r J r 1 h » "H 1 / mcre “ d ' " d “« f"; 
the iodine to two graina eery aU boura,: ! *"» "j® «•?» *»»•««• " r >>>• *»»<M 
prolonging the intefyening period., to pre. 1 •»*«*» * , “ k otl, »f Publications, in¬ 
vent i» exciting pain nr uneaaineaa of the uf “ [ tv""* periodical.. 1 bit 

otmoacb; after laking tliia for a week, ahe *a»cistwnhas nowplaced the mean* Wlth.it 
complained of alight pain, like tka clic,. the resell of all oor ,,rofe«,oiiol hn-thren, ot 
With pinna of the head, aa described by k «l , “S !■“? witlnhe march oi improve, 
I’rofeesor Itrcra and many others. During, mvi’l ill 111 healing iirl- 
theon.iv.ion of the iodine, 1 ordered the: •' U . u, “* nra many young practitioner. in 
hvdrimlale to he prrarwed in. In a week j th'.'Cinnyof Wrap.- who may have heard 
all ihote feeling. That had «opeered to he|? r ?“ «*«»“»» through aome pro- 
aggravated by the former treJlment, W#**,"* who * te 

subdued; 1 then ordered a tinarter of .!•*“•«“ of«a real nbjccu. Unto been ». 
grain of opium to be add,d to each dove ofi« ,nK <»d hy the faculty of Medicine to 
tin: iodme, nod this », pnree.rred in nnlil I ,0 ° f Tnn Lancer the 

e perfect cure wna effected, which took!* 1 ""* *<**. in the hope tint wrtli hi, 
plecy, «« curly as i cun recollect, in about MM »* asal *» ll " 
threemoniha."' -the general practitioner, a corner may be 

sparrU ia an early number tor it* insertin n. 

[ W M. K. C. Cl.AHK, Set. 

ASSumm* or xrurrtr im,actitionku>, Fw5ulfy of UoAimw* Hull, 

is uivAfioow. :St. Au«lrewr’iSt., St./V«ahe*\*'aSq M Glasgow, 

T«k wautuf u medical iiutitutioa accea- j Not. tiith, ltiiO. 
aible t:> utvry rrajiuciaW? 1 m>-iuber oi' »lit* j 
limfeaaiou. U»vl liev« lon^ It-it in this cttv.l 

U a very extent" and ei.| m w«c*l umm i« the uiuin 
lu*We libw^ dretwly iu awiUmce in Glas- ; colu ge. 

jo«, it beitWK# ejtt‘lu»|.tr#ljr to the member* .4 Con respan pent (Y. Z.), who dates his 

of thu KscuUy of Phyfiicisns and Sor^eo »s, j letter from Dublin, complains uf the mode 


who form but a small proportion of the 
practitioners of (ilaa^ow aud its neighbour¬ 
hood, ami whoso dcmuidH from new eatranls 
in the shape of entry money a»e so exorbt- 
ta»u, as U prerpnt many who would other- 
wist* hare ju'niui them from emoting their.] 
hotly. For the purpjie of ettubiishiug »u 
insiitutiiMi ou iibeval princupir*, aud calcu 
hiked to ttt g«um!iy useful, u considerable 
number of modiiul practitioners sod medi¬ 
cs] officers of the army rid nary resolved, 
iu the year UWt, after various meetings, to 
form themselves iuio a medical, literary, nml 


W, which the lectures on surgery are de¬ 
livered at the Dublin C.iltege by Mr. M'il- 
mol. '* Fhur of these lecture* (be observes) 
are delivered weekly; two of them by Mr. 
(’olios, and two by Air. WilmoL This latter 
gentleman delivers his lectures in such a 
low voice, that they are absolutely inaudi¬ 
ble to nearly one half of the class. Thus 
those of the pupils who canuot get to the 
front seat*, are completely debarred from 
obtaining the knowledge for which they 
hiivo^, paid. Besides, when Mr. Wiliuot 
species, bis rnauner » confused, and be evi- 


benevolent aociefv, under the doatgustiun ofjaently labours under great paucity of words ; 
“ Tbo Glasgow Faculty of Medicine,” do-[defects titan which 1 know none more dia- 
clatmg all regularly-licensed physicians and \ sgrrntbk, and few more prejudicial to the 
surgeons eligibin for bet* tiniu » nieinlmra. • interests of -Imleuts. A ca,w ver^rmu is 
Two-thirds oi' th« annual aub*icripuoi»s,j esseidisl to Ihn successful oowmunicntion of 
.which are only Yjs., with uue guiuea ofj knowledge to oUtets, and where wanting, no 



HTORQC CROTOK OIL^OPBUTION OR THE EAR. 

..fy • -v: v.v-- . 

extent of •will mako up far U* wbioh th* crotoo oQ t» ml Ad 

deficiency. ' Tlrave only to hop* tH*i seme mewl (bokMi; good m i pitkat 

improvement wM speedily be effected ie 'who mi rtdunsd to ill* fowest stele of 
those ledum} for I certainly know tbst emaciation and debility. The ill«»f** which 
the gotitfemett Wboce first season is the pro-; b«d srisen without any obvious uum, bad 


•ett^ bade 1 mm sadly disappointed. 

cunt or HTneoctma-bOt* 

•'If*. K. S. iticHARosoKOf Hotbore. states 


bees progress*ro for many moult*. lira 
patient «u a uluhl about tea year* of ago; 
exhaustion sod leas of appetite sen the 
only proraineot symptom*, but the** were 
that “ a case of hydrocephalus m aa ad* • so extreme, that the powers of speech and 
sauced stage” was treated successfully by motion could hurdly be exerted. Change 
him in (be following mauner:—l he patient, \ o t sir, various aperient medicines, calomel, 
a buy wtat. three years, had been attacked j leeches to the bead, touica, kc., w«j« re¬ 
eight days previously to his being called in, j sorted to, not only without good effect, hot 
at which time he was in a state ot tnsensi*: with decided aggravation of the symptoms, 
biiity, and apparently dying. Me. Richard- j 4 < Under these circumatancea," Air. Scott 
son *aya f “ 1 found the little patient inaen-! says, ** 1 proposed the administration of the 
sible, sawing tb« air and picking at the j croton oil, which, after agaiu trying soma 
bud-clothes with one hand, whilst the oppo- j other purgative# without effect, was given 
site side appeared motionless and paralytic. i in the manner following Two drops were 
The respiration was difficult, and there were j divided into three pills, end one directed 
repeated attacks of convulsions. The eye* j every hour. The first and third were re- 
lids half concealed (be pupils, which were j uined on the stomach, hut the second was 
dilated; howrl* inactive ; altiue dejections' rejected. Three copious ftrtid motions were 
dark'coloured and feetid; pulse quick and the consequence; and ou seeing her the 
weak; head of a hydrocephalic form. As following day, 1 could not help thinking 
the bowels appeared to have been aegletted ' *he looked butler, though I feared to ©x- 
(thc evacuation* being meanly, dark-culour-j press a hope, so completely were the minds 
ed. and offensive), I prescribed a brisk pur-1 of her parents made up as to the event. 


gative, consisting of tire grains of the pow 
der of acaouuony and calomel, and two 
giains of jalap, immediately. This l di¬ 
rected to be followed up every four hours 
with a mixture of infusion of aanna and tar¬ 
trate of potash. I also directed the warm- 
bath to be employed, four leeches to be ap¬ 
plied to the temples, and sinapisms to the 
feet. Drastic purgatives were exhibited 
daily, the warm-b«ib was employed evorv 
evening, and the feet were kept in a coii- 
staut state of vesication by means of aiua- 
pUiiis. By perseverance the bowels war* 
completely cuarvd, and a elate of iiyperca- 
tharsis (as same would term it) was pro¬ 
duced. The little patient gradually recover¬ 
ed the use of his faculties, but appeared 
restless, peevish, au<i irritable. 1 now *us- 
pended die use of purgatives, and ventured 
to exhibit one minim of tincture of henbane 
four times a*d«y, which tranquillized tlm 
child, and appeared to accelerate tlm cure, 

1 he tincture of henbane wus succeeded bv 
the administration of iufoafou of senna and 
turtraii; of potash, k> as to relieve the bowels 
twice or thrice daily, and 1 sin now happy 
to say that the cbiid has perfectly recover 
od. This . caw; seives to show that wt 
never ought to tlf *pair, even under cticitm* 
htnOi-es apparently the must hopeless uml 
unpromikiiig.” 


The stomach was more tranquillized, and in 
a day or two she was able to retain pills of 
the ext, eoiucyu. c„ which happily kept up 
the action of the bowels, the. evacuations 
became more natmal, aud in a lew days she 
took a little nourishment. Her recovery 
has been rapid and progressive,” 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


tmcicioi’l SimtWISTRATl IV or 
CKO70N OfL. 

Mr. A. Scoit, of Sydenham, I x? eornmu- 
nuateJ to us lie particular of a care in 


iktr rontftvsnr oi-uftArtos—btstu. 

Tnoiist Hradv, a-tsU 7, was admitted 
into Ivcston's Ward on Monday,* the 2 Al 
of November, gnder the care of Air. Via- 
cent. 

On Friday, the J‘»th, whilst at play with 
some other children, he put the lonud head of 
a nail into his left car. Ib was unable to 
gat it out again, and his father took hitu to 
a surgeon for the purpose of having jt ex¬ 
tracted. The g<-miemao to whom he was 
taken, told the father that ho could dis¬ 
tinctly sec the head of the nail, «»d that if 
the boy would allow him, he could easily 
extract It. The boy objected strongly to this 
measure, and it was »«ru**ary to have him 
held by four men. but their effort* were not 
sufficient to retain his head at rest, and con- 
««queblly n.> attempt at extraction was 
made. When he was brought here he oh. 
jseted so strongly to the examination of hi* 
ear, that it wt>» necessary to have him held 
by several asswtauta. This being dime, • 



VteeMmaniMuUlrodtm « ptob*. tkMch Mt. Sri* ncUari «U tf <(** 
whleV; wh#e whed been pasted About an Mil between the extremities of (hi foreepe 
ineb t could b« distinctly beard to strike hum (at 1 m Mid), Mitring but jmtmt if bene 
notilHo substance,which appeared to bo firm* wera extracted. Mr* ijerfonow called Jar a 
ly impacted it the tympanum, Aa it eould pair of vire-aippets, for the purpose of cut* 
not be noved with the probe, acvaral pain of ting the aail in gpn.^'b«t some gentleman 
foraepa wen succesmely introduced, and obesrvad that they wunhl W loo large lo be 
wkb each of them the pine of util was introduced iato tW tympanum. He said 
taken bold of, but could not be extracted* Mr. that it waa evident that we sail vu bent, 
Vincent uavd aa much force as be thought and waa “ lying in tba posterior part of the 
piadeat, and from the boy's efforts to get tympanum,” tod talked of trephining the 
•wajr hia head, be must bite lacerated the mastoid cell*, but soon abandoned the idea, 
mem brace Iming the meatus, which was On looking through the incision which had 
followed by tolerably copious hemorrhage, been made, bone could be wen at the bottom 
Mr. Vinceat tbeo desired him to be put to of a deep cavity. Mr. Earle said it waa tba 
bed, to have hia ear syringed with warm external boundary of the tympanum, and 
water, and afterwards a bresd-snd-watsr thought that the sail was lying against it; 
poultice to be applied, and in the evening bat he again, in a few nitrates, changed his 
six leeches, to the car. «V opinion, and said he did not know whew it 

tS. He has suffered no pain in his sir or was. The patieut bad uow been on the 
head; the several functions are regularly table about on ketnr, and it was found that 
performed, and he appears perfectly well, he was nearly exhausted; bis pulse could 
There is a free discharge of pus from scarcely be felt, tod his skin was bedewed 
the ear. with cold perspiration. Some wins was 

Dec. *. The discharge from the car offered him, which he refused; his pupils 
stopped this morniag; he baa beadocb. were dilated, and it was considered neces- 
5. Much better. Mr. Vincent ordered sary to desist from any further attempts; to 
the leeches to he repeated. have him put to bed, and to bat* a bread- 

4. He has very little pain in the head, and-water poultice applied to the ear, and 
and appears free from the symptoms which to give te* drops of liq. ant. tart, every 
attacked bun on the ¥d. Air. Vincent to- four hours. Mr. Karla then stated that “ he 
day requested Mr. Karl* to endeavour to bad used more force than was warrant- 
extract the nail, which he immediately pro- able.” lie consoled himself, however, that 
coeded to do. He began by introducing there was now a large opening, through 
into the meatus a director, which he used which pus might escape if it should form, 
with so much force, that he bent it; dress- but yet be feared that part of the petrous 
ing forceps were then emptoyed, with which portion of the temporal bone would ex- 
hehiul hold of the nail, and pulled so forci* foliate, and that iuliammation would come 
blv, that he bent them also. Another pair on in the brain, and occasion abscess and 
was tried, which unhappily met with a sum- death. He stated that he had seen three or 
)tr fate. A pair of forceps, with hooks at four similar cases which had terminated in 
the extremities, was then usod, hut they this manner! 

were soou bent straight, several attempts 5. Has not spoken since Mr. Earle's ope- 
were made with diftetent instruments, hut ration ; be has keen insensible ever since ; 
the nail could uet be moved, though Mr. groans a good deal, as ifinpaiu; pupils very 
Earie exerted great alrength 0 * the occa- much dilated, and the approach of a lighted 
•ion. Mr. Eerie then requested Mr. Yin- candle occasions very little alteration in 
c«m tu make an incision of about an inch their site. There is no discharge from the 
long parallel to the posterior part of the ear, ear; pulse very rapid, and scarcely percept- 
end to divide the meatus auditories. This ible; bowels open once during the night. 
Mr. Vincentiminedistelv did. sod Mr. Lsrlc His mouth cannot be opened sufficiently 
egain proceeded to search for the nail, f or- wide to allow his tongue to be seen. He 
ceps of difleient kinds were repeatedly in- has not slept since yesterday. Mr. Vincent 
trodueed. but they either bent, or ahp|»ed saw him to-day, sod orderrd a blister to he 
their hold every time. An elevator was had applied to the back of the neck, and to take 
recourse to, hut it waa equally unsuccess- ten grains hyd. c. crcta every eight hours, 
ful. A pair of tooth-forceps was uext em- 6 . Eleveu a.m. Is perfectly inseusihle; 
tiloved, sud after laying hold of the nail has not spoken siuce the 4th, He continued 
Its*Mr. Earle said), ami pulling very forci- to groan loudly till ten o'clock last night, 
hly, he at length succeeded iu extracting but since ilieu he has been perfectly quiet, 
three pieces of metal* which appeared to be Countenance it now cadaverous, and lips 
portions of the head of s nail. Encouraged ore exsanguine ; eye-lids hair closed ; right 
by this success, he introduced the forceps pupil very much dilated, lelt couiracied; 
again and extracted the mallet-bonr; they « lighted candle brought close to them oc- 
w«* again repeatedly introduced, and cations w> change; pulse cturaot be felt in 




so* STRAKGCL&TED HF.RRIA.-HF.AT OF TOF. BEOO0. 

eitto rri»t'wrjr fee%i«>fc>ure<l l«U i .I 1 >1 ? eodtiM 

and raoidlv tmotrutloa bunk'd and fui- 1 aoctte omentum and latfaUua i the omentum 
quentf wrgouakmont; bowela[appearediftortiflod, the tottorttoc *«« dm*, 

wot oped unce our visit yesterdav. Saliva coloured and exhibited numerous pgrcu- 
it $etn flowing from the comer 6f ttm mouth; j ou* spots; a few adheaioa* existed between 
akin bedewed with cold clammy perspira- the omentum and gut, but lin y were recent 
tioa. tfo has taken bia medicine regularly ; j and easily separated ; the mot tided omen- 
blister bos not risen; he appears to be in, turn was removed, and an tocuiou of about 
ariintlo mortis We returned at one o'clock two todies in length was made into the in- 
‘ ‘ ‘ leaiiUt, but no htoraorrhage followed it. The 

other proceedings exhibited nothing par¬ 
ticular. 

After the petiejtt had been removed to his 
bed, Mr. Earle addressed the class. He be¬ 
gan by deprecating, in the strongest terms, 
the matpacUce of the medical man to whose 
care the patient had been entrusted, ami said 
that be felt assured that if the operation had 
been performed at a proper time, the man's 
life Would havefen saved. He stated that 
be feared the than had now but a very slight 
chance of reCowring, but in the event of 
bis doing so. he would hare an artificial 
anus *, lie said that ail bis operations for 
strangulated hernia had btom successful 
when they had beeu doneln time. In the 
preftul instance, the case' Was of that kind 
which he had taken the liberty of culling 
scroto-vaginal, in contra-distinction to die 
vaginal hernia that occurs in the female. 
The stricture exist, d at ihe supettor part of 
the tunica vaginalis, at that part which, in 
the natural state, contracts to inclose the 
spermatic chord. 

After making these remarks, Mr. Earle 
visited the patient, and found it necessary to 
give him brandy, which he rcjt*ctftd the 
moment he had awnllcwed it. 

Ordered to take a saline drought, with a 
druihm of Sulphate oi' magnesia, every hour, 
and an * nemo containing an ounce of castor 
oil, directly, 

The enema was r.d ministered, but re¬ 
turned immediately; he fas token the medi¬ 
cine every hour, but vorofto i immediately 
after each do«t Towards the evening bis 
abdomen betitiild much ntote painful, mid 
the slightest pressure ou it caused grout 
pain ; he hud constant vomiting; pulse 
feeble o«d slow, and there had been no 
eyycaurion from the bowels; he appeared 
ie be in a state from which he could not 
reetver. 

We will give the reault of this case. 


to BQftbini, and were told tbit he had. been 
dead about an hour. 

Post-mortem Examination four hours 
After death. 

Head. A bout four ounce* of serum were 
found between tb« dura mater and arach¬ 
noid membrane. There wee softesto$ of I 
tho entire extent of the tone, and of the 
anterior part of the hemispheres. The ves¬ 
sels on the surface were eery much dis¬ 
tended, but the substance of the brain was 
very pa«e. The ventricles were examined, 
but' nothing particular was discovered in 
them* 

Ear . The temporal bone being removed 
from the skull aud the soft parts stripped 
oil', the cavity of the tympanum won imme¬ 
diately brought into view, without any¬ 
thing else being done. Not a vestige of 
the bony portion of the meatus auditor ius 
externus remained, the whole having been 
removed in the operation, and the floor of 
the tympanum was also wanting. The re¬ 
maining portion of the tympanum was co¬ 
vered with pus, whrh being washed off. 
the surface of the hone beneath appeared 
highly inflamed. The nsil not being to toe 
tympanum, sections were made through 
ti e cochlea, vestibule, semicircular canals, 
uad mastoid cel is,—but there was no nail to 
be found l 


STRASOCT.mD lifRNIA. 
Condemnation of a Practitioner in words , 
by a burgeon, u im on Saturday lust con- 
demiU'diumelf m d».hj a.* 

A man, sppareutiy about V5 year* of age. 
w as admitted iota Darker’* Word with a ) 
strangulated conge ml si tirrau, ou the right 
auto, on the 7th of December, at two i\*., 
under the care of Air. Garla. JJe stated t!*t 
be iiflui had a rupture many years, but that 
be bad always beau able to return it litmsoh 
unullakt f-sturduy, the Athtosuot: it then 
became ■ti»ngaiat>d,and tiie symptom* have 
stove then been progres sive. Mr. Earle con - 
usdered that the case would admit of iw 
delay, and proceeded to perform the ope** 
tiowimmediately, which iw did m toe usual 
maitfw# On cutting torn ilmjc, some dark - 


• Mr. Cask abstthl reflawber Uw *• mete m the 
beam. 9 * 


IlioiiTvMhFMrfwr omii*V iniu*.— fn 
S case of dropsy related by Air. ilunti r, the 
fluid drawn from the abdomen was lOt deg. 
In a cose <>t ovarian ilrop*y which I lately 
attends d with Dr, (iibsorr, the thin fluid 
drawn from ti>s genera! cavity of the abdo* 
ntou, raised the ibtrmometrr to lOi deg., 
though the thick fluid from the cyst wax 
tody 100 d*fr,—«/. Burn's Surgery t tef, L , 



EXTIRPATING THE FlBlitAr-HEADACR. M 


w tux VIBUI k . 

At slate silting of the Societe deaScieuctf 
Natural!** at M&Liwlea, at Uruwels, the 
following cue wa* rayoncd by Dr.Sonua. 

M. Halle man g, nut, S9, of • robust coo- 
Mitution, was admitted at the Hbpitnl Sr. 
Fierro, under the following; circumstanceg : 
—Ahum six month* ago he bud, without 
any obvious cause, been affected with vio¬ 
lent shooting pain in the right leg, on the 
lower portion of which an ulcer subsequent¬ 
ly formed, end gradually enlarged, being 
accompanied with intense pain and con** 
siderable swelling of the whole leg. On hi* 
admission the ulcer was about one iucb and 
n quarter in diameter, iU margin was in* 
ilanifrd aud very painful, aud at the lower 
part of it there was a sinus which was found 
to terminate at the fibula. The general 
health of the patient had within late begun 
to decline, he lost hi* appetite, complained 
of fever, and rrgtlossno.o at night, ic.; ao 
that I»r. Sentin having convinced linnself 
tlmt the bone wa» affected,decided upon re- 
moving the diseased part of it: an incision 
of three inches iu length being made at the 
outer mile of the leg, the hone was laid bare, 
hut proved to be diseased to a much greater 
extent upward* than had been anticipated; 
the incision was accordingly enlarged, and 
the bone being laid bare iu its whole length, 
was found to be almost thoroughly diseased * 
n small portion of it only was healthy, from 
which the diseased j«rt whs removed by 
mean* of n trephine ; the adbtfence* of the 
soft pans to the bone were then divided, 
and the inferior portion of tut fibula detach¬ 
ed from the astragalus by u curved saw. A 
huge number of vowels were, tiwl, amongst 
winch was the posterior tibiul artery. The 
peroneal nerve wo* likewise divided; at 
the lower part of the tibia the bone wo* also, 
though but slightly, difeaped, it w#s, how¬ 
ever, considered pmdeat to have tl*e*ctoal 
cautory applied to iu Tim edges o£ thy 
wound were brought together, eigept at tUo 
lower part* where- a tent was plated ortwaea 
tU»t in order to promote.suppuration. On 
the third day utter the operation tho dress- 
ins'* were removed with the exception bf the 
muting bandage; eu ppm at ton hud begun at 
the ime.ior part of the w.rtmd. On the 
fourth day the edge* of the wound were 
much intiamed, awotleit, and puiutul; an 
erysipelatous redness began to extend over 
the whole limit* the patient complained much 
of beaduch, giddiness, ivc., there was much 
ft v«r, and considerable imuttou of the di- 
V.* stive and respiratory utgatiS. The dress¬ 
ings were entirely removed, »n.i on emol¬ 
lient poultice put on in their stead, find the 
pat.it'nt vys* largely Med, Under this treat¬ 
ment the fever and Iocs) irritation subsided; 
the wound suppurated xiiber profusely, but 


M <ai tlw ttvtmk day a gwA tppnrwtte, 
Tlw favourable progress of th« caw was, 
however, somewhat interrupted by a saver* 
ttuadr of pueumenta, whicli was happily 
subdued by repealed vensacmioo, On the 
l Wh day the wound looiedw At; some apo¬ 
neurosis snd tefidinous parts came away, 
and the tendon of the peromeualoagu* being 
almost vufeiraly destroyed, waseutthrough at 
the place where it passes behind the ancle ; 
the pua wss healthy, the wound was 
dressed with dry lint and cerate- From the 
20th to the 50 th day the state of the psttent 
greatly improved, the wound heesrae much 
smaller, and the irritation of the lungs also 
completely disappeared, so as> to admit the 
use of tonics and nourishing food. On the 
50ih a small piecs of the tibia exfoliated at 
the place where the cautery had been appli¬ 
ed, Two months after the operation the 
patient, was quite well, cicatrisation was 
complete, and bis general health bed also 
much improved; the movements of the limb 
were at first rather limited, but gradually 
became os free as before, so that after some 
month*' exercise he was aide to return to his 
former employment.— Gaz, Med. de Paris* 

HSADACH CAVSBO BV TilK BKKSBMCE OP A 

seoxoraNhuA iN ihk frontal sin m, 

Wtt extract the following case from the 
report of the “ Sooiett* de* Sciences Ale« 
dicoles, du department de Is -Moselle/' 

A farmer's wife, twenty-eight years of 
age, residing in the neighbourhood of Metz, 
had for a long time been affected with an 
unpleasant itching sensation iu the nose 
with coryxa, to which symptoms in the year 
ltt*?, violent headnch acceded, so that she 
was at length obliged to apply for medical 
aid. The heafiach was irregularly inter- 
uiitteot, and generally began at the root 
of the nose and the middle of the fore¬ 
head, or nt tho right frontal region, extend¬ 
ing thence first to the light side* and 
then Over the whale head. The attack wus 
accompanied by * great discharge of tears, 
audsometimos oveu nausea and vomiting; 
the features were forcibly distotted, tho 
jaws firmly closed, and the eyes Bud ears 
so very sensible, that she could not bear 
tb* least light or any uoise. At other 
times she breams delirious, pressed tho 
bead between her hands, and ran about t» a 
state of distraction. The pain was* accord¬ 
ing to her statement, like the strokes of a 
hammer, or sail something wo* peri«r.iting 
the skull, and the tits generally returned 
about twelve timoa io twenty-four hours; 
some times tho he attach Continued uninter¬ 
ruptedly for several days. The coryxa ex¬ 
isted during the whole msriod, aud the dis¬ 
charge was occasionally very fciid and 
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nixed with blood. Sow medicine! WHO 
employed, bat oo regular plan of trAAtaweut 
wit follotred,and it wet not before • twelve- 
month'* eafferiag that tbit tiagulir ifFec- 
tioa twntioatsri, liter the expolriaa of e 
worm from the note, which mo* ed with ra¬ 
pidity, tod when placed in witer, rtmiioed 
■bee for iwrerml dm; it wo* afterwards 
killed be being put in ileobol, tod nut to 
M. Mtrethal, who reported the cue to the 
Society, lie foiod the animal to be more 
thin two fawbu io length, tod one line in 
breed lb; it hid twoutennm, wteof yellow- 
iih colour, flit, end eonnittdof sixty-four 
ringt, at neb of which wen two lego, 
M. JUmdehol subtequently tnnimitled the 
ineeet to HU. HoKndre end Rbiriaol, who 
uoertaaod that it nroi lacoiopeadri elec* 
trioa. 

xrrtCTi or th» area o? i om. 

Ire the Oim/ltia Tmmx Mri. <f* Dtp: 
it la MntBt, M. Beaumont, of Briery, to* 
pa ted the earn of eyoeeg, robuit aun, who, 
in the lemmer of 18 W, woe bittern by a 
riper under the following eingutir eircom. 
stinee* 

The hoy hid been outon alull lo the neigh- 
boorhoodof Homeeoutt, and saw two mikes, 
which ho hilled, by diridiag them iota mn* 
nl piece* witli o hutohot. A few moments 
ofterwirdi he came hook the curie way, tod.: 
boding one of the heads lying oaths ground, 
he picked it up, und wui going to throw it 
iwiy, when be suddenly felt u bite iu the 
index of the right hind ; ho triid to tlmko 
the held off, and it ini, with own effort, 
lucceeded iu detaching it from the finger, 
ou which he mw two ltings, et the distance 
of thout hlif >u inch fro* one toother. He 
immediuely returned home, but hid birdly 
gone i hundred paces whoa ho felt i * to¬ 
ll nt pent iu the throat, giddineu, tud ex¬ 
treme Insitude, *o U,ut he could birdly 
milk; fortunately there wu ■ hauw it 
•bout u hundred pices from the ipot where 
he hid been bitten, bud after extreme effort! 
succeeded in leaehiog it; on bis arrival be 
felt eo feint tbit lonu obliged to He down; 
bo felt lick; hid • ittghi fit of syncope, and 
vomited* large qosnoiyofbile; attire nine 
time bis tongue begun to tnrtll, 10 tint hi 
could not uittcoiite. About M hoot ifter 
the iccident • rilk thread hid been priced 
•round the finger, but wu ofterwirdi 
takes off by • largion, who ciuterimd the 
wound; tin hind, aim, oodeoeo the whole 
of the right tide of the trOok, begun to 
■well under * ml rut psin.ao that lire patient 
reputedly fainted iwiy. Tb# application 
of 0 handled ieoebet to the hind and irm, 
11 m*B U the ttte of embrocations lad pool* 
ricefovwore without uy eStct, ud the 


pain ud awelHng itiH eootionod, ud 
iccrewed to ouch in alarming exttet, that 
iff' physician, who meuwhjli hod been 
Wu tor, idriied the wlphlto of quinine in 
large dotei, which basing beea .adminis¬ 
tered, tin pitient flit immediately reliered, 
and coder the oootlaued oee of quinine per¬ 
fectly recovered el theeighlb day, with tha 
excaptioa of atiffoeH iff tha arm, which, 
howerer, also gradually whaidod. 

COKOMJTit WAIT or TOO tall. 

Dr. Hiutucbu., of Chamuiti is St may, 
given u amount of three aiafari with tha 
•bora maiformition. The parent* in Hill 
aliie ud in good health ; tbs eye* of the 
mother an well formed; in them of tha 
fathar the upper puritan of the iris it entire¬ 
ly wutiog. He it presbyopic, and cannot 
beet uyataog fight. Ho is frequently sub- 
jeet to ophlhtlmie, ud witliht the lest four 
yews hi* light ha* beoome mush impaired. 
In the eldelt daughter, who is *8 years of 
age, the trie it completely waiting, she 
•offers greatly from photophobia, ud ii al- 
moet conatantly affected with ophthahaii, 
in eooaeqnence of which a itiphylomi hu 
formed in the left eye. On the cornea of 
the right there ire a few nebulie, the lens is 
of i greyish colour, ud eight is very much 
impaired. 

In the second daughter, kl yenre of ago, 
nearly the same symptoms are obaervahtr, 
and there is no iris in either eye , she is 
effected with photophobia, and very liable 
tu ophthalmia; the sclerotic is very thin, so 
much so, as to permit of the choroid shining 
through ut several points; in the left rye 
riaiouia very deficient; in the centre of 
the right cornea there is a greyish spot, 
which, however, not only do** not impede 
vision, hot aroma even to facilitate it, by 
tr asooiog the intensity of light. . 

In the youngest gitl, who ia IS years of 
age, sight i* aho impaired, though to a Irn 
dsgna than in the twoeblrr siaiera. 

There art two morn children in the aainn 
foully, a gilt tad they, the eye* of whom are 
perfectly well-formed.— Jmmtn, Ztiuckr, 
f. Ophikatmtltg re. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A ooaaiCTEO list of those Mows of the 
Royal Society, who oponly and honourably 
supported Mr. Huracliel, ahall appear next 
week. 

(Other Chrrcspmdnfrmiul tiaadner.) 


Ions Loire.—This wretcb hu got TCI 
(ThundtyrDccomborffthy surrendered hu* 
•elf to tax* hie trial at th* Old Bailey. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 
ruoncm. 

DR. CURISTISON’S PROCESSES 
is* 

DETECTINO POISONS. 


ms tin m rixminoM. 

Du. Cunirruox cubdiiida* the chemi¬ 
cal part of hit excellent article on hid tats 
too Motions, sss referring to in detection 
after it itu ben admisictered is large qeen- 
titiec; Uie second to its relnioct to medi- 
cal police, comprehending tie node is 
wiki it is affected iy water—its ns* is 
seietsl arts—the adnltscstion of Timas sr- 
tides of food to which it ia applied. To 
tht lint Mction wo sunt limit ouraeI»e» **- 
ducivcly, recoranieodiog to our readers the 
altestire penial of the second, which we 
hen so hesitation in Hurting to he the 
moat brillUaicod maalerly application of 
chemistry to medimfc^ inquiries which 
hu ertr been msde hr thic or my other 
country. The pauence, tic profound ksuw- 
ledge, csd the mtnipobiory skill, dispbyer 
by Dr. Christioen on thic subject, would on. 
title bint, if ho hid tutor written soother 
sentence, to he nuked amongst the moil 
distinguished chemists of the age. 

T he aothsr, following Ml accustomed ar 
nogeinent, fitet describes the meiol sod 
such of iu compounds si cosh within tie 
proriucs of judicial research. Of those he 
entroierstM litharge, er the aemi-eitrified 
protoxide, minium, or the red elide, sod 
the acetate, or logcr, of bad. All then, 
ha cotrecily nutea, agree in the properly of 
being blank need by mdphnrttted hydrogen 
gst. The soetata if aofnbta in water, the 
litharge, and earbuutf, io nitric scid, and 
' No. 881. 


the red oxide, bnt psrtUHy sotaMo iaShet 
mcactnrom. Carbonsta of bad also, when 
hasted to tedseea, MSameaai it node* jd- 
Jow colour, die csrhosb add being ex¬ 
pelled, and dm yellow protoxide remaining 
behind. Thssolutioaiof lead sre sxtreme- 
ly liable to deooapoiitfof by aiimol or to- 
gotlbb matters, many Tegetabb missions, 
sad almost all animal aolnliou, preeipiut- 
ing tie oxid* of bad in eombionlioo with 
tic matter. 

c peM oaet the enumeration of tbe teats 
which the author recommends fat detecting 
bad in puni solution, roaerring our ohew- 
ratiooi «t them tdl we notion hie made of 
pneending withconpliented minnrea, 

“ Pncm fer iekc&ig Lead i* mured 
flwA.—Asolution, if aecemary, it, in tha 
first place, Cube made in water. Profeaaor 
Ortlh in the eeriy editions of his Toxicology 
adriaeathattheaolobband iasoloMspad* 
be separated by filtration,—list the fiuid be 
aahjected to a itream of sulphuretted hvdro- 
gaa, and the sulphurs! reduced with black 
dux,-and dial, if no lead he ptMnrad by , 
tliatproeeH, Ihr. intoloble matter left on tho 
fitter be incinerated, cad reduced,, la Dm 
last edition ofhia work the plan reamamend- 
ed coosiata in limply eraporatiag tha whole 
Lfiuid to dryneu sad icniu crating it in t em- I i 
Cible i when a button of metallic letd it pro. 
coici"-^ 408. 

Nothing ecu ho more pncticcRy ahraid 
than OrfibT direotiocsio this instance; wo 
quote them principally to justify the Map. 
tiviirn iu great authorities, which w» ex¬ 
pressed in the fitet of thcae papers. To bob 
for metallic globules in such n mm of car- 
tailed materials as weald mult from tha 
inciaerctiau af a complex animal mixtare, 
weald ho tdtuat « hupalesa in practice, u 
the aiuinmect of the object which, in nur¬ 
sery meuphor, b called “ ccekiag c aecdle 
b c bundle of drew." 

■ “ Thu ptpew whhdtihH appeared to mu 
the most eetlonMM b c modilitauon of the 
CC 
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fennet one. In the first place, • little nitric 
acid should be added to the suspected feet* 
ter before filtration; for nitric acid I find 
rediaaolvea any insoluble compound formed 
by the ralte dfed witli albumen find other 
animal principles, m #fll is Some of tbofe 
formed with vegetable principles end con¬ 
sequently renders it more probable that the 
poison will be detected in the first part of] 
the snalyais, if present at all. * Tbie being 
done, sulphuretted hydrogen gas is to be 
transmitted through the fluid part of the 
mixtnfe : and if a dark-ooloored precipitate 
is formed, the whole is to be boiled and fil¬ 
tered io collect the precipitate.'*—pp. 408, 
409. 

Sevend other black precipitates are thrown 
dowi, bowerer, from toetttti* t W)lutio*s by 
this re'-sgent, via., from the soluble Salta of 
mercury, Wiser, copper, bismuth, fire. A 
mode of discrimination, therefore, becomes 
essentially necessary, and the author pro¬ 
ceeds iu the following manner 

**In order to ascertain that the precipi¬ 
tate positively contains lead, I should ad- 
vise a different process from that recom¬ 
mended by Orfila, which 1 bare found to 
give, on a small scale, metallic particles of 
too small a atae and indistinct an appear- 
nnce. Those who are accustomed to use 
the blowpipe may put the sulphuret into e 
little hole in a bit of charcoal, and reduce it 
by the fine point of a blowpipe-flame, when 
a single globule it procured, which is easily 
distinguished by its lustre and softness. A 
much belter process, for those who are not 
accustomed to use the blowpipe, and per- 
Imps a better test of the existence of lead in 
all circumstances, is to heat the sulphuret 
to redness in a tube, and to treat it with 
strong nitric acid, without heat or with the 
aid of a gentle heat only. The lead is thus 
dissolved without the sulphur being acted 
on. The solution is then diluted with 
water, filtered, evaporated to dryness, and 
gently bested to expel the excess of nitric 
acid. 1 f the resid ue be dissolved in Water, 
U trill present the usual characters of a lead 
solution when subjected to the proper liquid 
team. Of these the liydriodate of potass is 
Id be preferred when the quantity is too 
imallfor tryihg more of them. But for this 
purpose great care must be taken to expel all 
excess of nitric acid, because an excess 
will strike a yellow colour with the test, 
though lead be not present. 

"If the preceding process should not de¬ 
tect lead in the filtered part of the mixed 
laid, then the insoluble matter left on the 


• The prcctpiut- formed by acetate of lead 
with albumen u dissolve* by nitric acid, from 
that (armed with milk dm acid re merer the oxide 
of Itad taUrely, leaving the cassia. 


filter ia to be incinerated as Orfila suggests. 
This branch, however, will be very rarely re¬ 
quired, if lead be present, because the pre¬ 
caution of adding nitric acid previous tp fil¬ 
tration, dissolves the lead from most of its 
compounds whiclTkre inflcrthhle in Water. 
The process of incineration & medico-legal 
analysis generally should be avoided if poasi- 
hie, as it ia not easily managed by unprac¬ 
tised persons, 0 —pp. 409, 410. 

It dppears above, that Dr. Chriatiaon 
does not consider the reduction of (be me¬ 
tal essential, and that he considers the effor t 
of certain resgentB as sufficiently character¬ 
istic} these he has described at p. 381. The 
heat, he states, are the chromate of potass, 
hydrfod^tf of soda or potass, and metallic 
sine j lbeirst two cause lively yellow preci¬ 
pitates, the third produces the deposition of 
the metallic lead in an arborescent crystal¬ 
lization. To the two former of these teals, 
individually considered some objections up- 
ply, none of which have escaped the author’* 
notice, but to none does he pay the spetis.1 
attention which the 6triotneae of these in¬ 
vestigations demands. Thus, the sulphate 
of copper is precipitated black by sulphu¬ 
retted hydrogen ; this black precipitate is 
dissolved by nitric acid, and when evaporat¬ 
ed to dryness and again reilwolvod, will 
strike a yellow colour with hydriodate of 
potaasa, unless all excess of ncid be ex¬ 
pelled, which, in unpractised hands, will 
not usually happen, the evaporatiou being 
usually concluded when brought to dryness; 
whereas, from the ten deucy of nitric acid to 
form bi or super-salts,a b*-#Uate of copper is 
usually produced, the excess of acid in which 
acts on the hydriodate in the described man¬ 
ner. We may add also, that from the scan¬ 
dalous adulterations of the hydriodtte of pot¬ 
ash of commerce, the evidence of the whole 
experiment may be destroyed at this stage 
of the iuquiiy, carbon ales, chlorides, Ac. 
being precipitated, aud ohscuriig the colour 
of die hydriodic acid. In minute quantities, 
fipa'ly, the setiou of metallic zinc wiil not 
assist us, for it certainly is not entitled to 
the epithet " delicate " applied to it by the 
author. 

It ia thus evident that in small quantity, 
and under the management of un inexperi¬ 
enced person, the several teals may have been 
applied to a copper solution, aud positive 
testimony given to tlia detection of lead. 
We are, therefore, inclined to prefer the re- 
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faction process h performed on charcoal 
with the blowpipe flame, an operation which 
is extremely easy, and affords at once the 
most beautiful and satisfactory evidence 
which can be obtained. Minute instructions 
will not f however, be misplaced, and we 
would recommend the operator to practise 
the experiment on sulpburet of lead, before 
he proceeds to the examination of the sue* 
pected sulntanoe, 

A small hollow should be scraped in a 
piece of dense fine charcoal, and in this the 
sulpburet should be placed, moistened with ^ 
a drop of distilled water, in order to make it 
adhere to the support; it should then be 
touched with the interior or type flame of 
the blowpipe, when the rediiStfrm almost 
instantly takes place. The little globule of 
metal should then be removed and examin¬ 
ed, for we have now to distinguish it from 
silver, which, take it in the pure state, is « 
white, shining, and soft metal; the globule 
should, therefore, be flattened by gentle 
pressure, replaced on the charcoal, and 
touched with the furthest point of the 
flame, when it quickly disappears, and on 
withdrawing the charcoal, two beautiful 
concentric circles of red and yellow re¬ 
main, being the yellow and red oxide of lead. 
Nothing can be so conclusive as this expe¬ 
riment, aud its success is perfectly certain. 

When a soluble salt of lead is taken to an 
excessive dose, tbo phosphate of soda, or 
sulphate of soda or magnesia, should be ad¬ 
ministered as soon as possible, and vomiting j 
speedily excited; M insoluble sulphate or 
phosphate is thee ptoduced, and an effec¬ 
tual antidote supplied. A poi« now re¬ 
mains for consideration, which Pr.Cbristi- 
aon hat entirely omitted, via. the means of 
detecting lead in the condition of the ex¬ 
tremely insoluble phosphate or sulphate' 
eoniuiued in the vomited matters; for this 
purpose the matters should be agitated with 
• considerable quantity of water; thin mixed 
with valid matter, the phosphate or sulphate 
from its weight quickly subsides, and should 
be collected, washed, and heated to redneas 
with charcoal in a glass-tube; phosphurat, or 
sulj luirel, of lead is thus generated, either 
of which msy be reduced by the blowpipe 
in the manner above directed ; the reduc¬ 
tion should be accomplished in the interior 
flame, when, if the salt ho the phosphate, 
. which the analyst should always inquire, 


the process presents a modification thus de¬ 
scribed by Griffin, in Id# excellent Manual 
oft the Use of the Blowpipe, p. 177 , and for 
the accuracy -of which description we can 
roach from repeated ttftii. 

4 ‘ Before the blowpipe alone on charcoal, 
in the exterior flame, it melta,<*nd on cool¬ 
ing forma a dark-coloured polyhedral crys¬ 
tal, the facet of which preeeai concentric 
polygons. In the interior flame it exhale* 
the vapour of lead; the flame assumes a 
bluish colour, and the globule on Ooolmg 
forma crystals, w;th broad facets inclining 
to pearly whiteness. At the moment it 
crystallites, a gleam ofignition may be seen 
in the globule. If the crystallized mass be 
pulverised And heated with borax, there re¬ 
sults in tiie first place a milk-white opaque 
enamel; upon the continuance of the heat 
this effervesces, add at length becomes per¬ 
fectly transparent, the lower part of it being 
studded with metallic lead.” 

Another and still easier mode it, to sus¬ 
pend the phosphate or sulphate in water, 
transmit sulphuretted hydrogen, wash and 
reduce by the blowpipe-flame. In both cases 
the concentric oircles of red and yellow 
oxide remain os the charcoal when the 
flung ia removed. 

The foregoing extracts and remarks are 
amply sufficient for the guidance of the 
examiner of matters of food, drink, &c., 
suspected to be adulterated with lend, with 
the exception of cheese, which baa been, 
and is, occasionally, coloured with red lead. 
In this case the cheese should be chopped 
into fragments and suspended in water, 
when, if blackened by sulphuretted hydro¬ 
gen, the indication may be considered de¬ 
cisive without further trouble. 


Elements of Chemistry, including the Jfe- 
cent Discoterier totrf Doctrines of that 
Science. By Eowaki> Tunaxn, MJ)*, 
Prof, of Chem. in Uuiv. of London. Third 
edit., 8vo. pp. 900. London, Taylor, 
lllfll. 

We feel much pleasure in recording our 
decided approbation of this excellent work, 
and in affording testimony to the great abi¬ 
lity and industry manifested in the improve¬ 
ments to be found in this edition. The Look 
na it now stands, is not only highly creditable 
to the author, but ia calculated to confer 
additional reputation on the institution to 
which he it attached. 

CC % 
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In the proto** Vritttt, X>r. Tamer A»» 
net depart fr^ kigb to s t dsgre* &*« 
exceU**t tot—ftt-t which he ha* hitherto 
©bssmd, m i» which he differs materially 
fronnuy of hk contemporaries, bat which 
we it— flrinnlljr believe is hetler suited than 
—y the construction of an tltmen • 

tmj freatfcw, that is, to a work not ao 
mnftli intended for the reference of scientific 
chemists, u for the guidance and inatroe- 
tion of the utter norice in the art. Tb% 
simple substances by this method follow 
each other in strict succession, uninterrupted 
by a too theoretical adherence to their sup¬ 
posed ultimate habits or electric relations. 
The mind of the pupil is thus gradually, and 
imperceptibly, conducted to the knowledge 
of facta, and afterwards taught to apply 
them with more certain, and satisfactory, 
precision. The several individual sub¬ 
stances Dr. Turner treat# with great judg¬ 
ment, omitting, in most instances, all the 


« MtU SWtt.—Tb» M» wwjw.lw.4* 
,11 those eoopouwl* which * n-M 

oa lb* ... bud. nd of «U«n». iadvu, 
ud A. ntdieoU of Ik* bjfdiuid* u |U»i*l. 
excepting sulphur, 0 ® tlm ythof. The word 
knhid, being derirod from *Xa. tot-sclt, 

and 4W», appeamiwvfr ^ 
since the aubstaneea wwbfcbk »* *Pf*tod, 
auch as the chloridea and iodide*, cawrot i* 
many instance* b» dutmguWHKl by their 
aspect from real t*B*» but in point of com- 
position they resemble oxide* rather than 
•alts, and in connexion with these they bate 
already been described. 

U Berieliu* haa cwrectly remarked, that 
the number of haloid salts which a metal it 
capable of yielding with the same clement, 
generally correspond* to the salifiable oxides 
which it forma with oxygen. Thus, there 
are two chlorides and two iodides of mer¬ 
cury, proportional to the two oxides of mer¬ 
cury} and potassium, which has but one 
salifiable oxide, unites in one proportion 
only with chlorine and iodine, fivaidea 
simple haloid salts, Jlerxelius distinguishes 
rhree differrut combinations of them. Tin 


unneoeasary accumulation of irrelevant and J f iwl °f these is an acid haloid salt, formed 
— *“* 

be obtained by eraj orating a muriatic solu¬ 
tion nf gold with excess of acid at a very 


works of the continental chemists, and 
which threaten,shortly, to render the details 
of chemistry almost as incomprehensible as 
infinity itself. ® 

The principal improvement in this edi¬ 
tion is, the introduction of Berzelius’* doc¬ 
trines on “haloid” and 44 sulpho” salts. 
Some change may also be noticed in the 
statement of the theory of galvouism. The 
experienced reader will, moreover, observe 
many minor additions and alterations, corre¬ 
sponding to the progress of thi* zealously - 
cultirated science. The greater number of! 


moderate temperature, when crystals are 
obtained, constating of chloride of gold and 
muriatic acid. The compound of fluoride <f 
potassium and hydrofluoric acid offers ano¬ 
ther example. These compounds may be 
called hydro'haloid salt*. The second mote 
of combination, which is more frequent, 
gives rise to what may h* termed ajif-hulutd 
tall*, being composed of a metallic oxide, 
united with a haloid salt of the same metal. 
Thus chloride of lead combines with Wide 
of lead; and submurisjto ’of iron, obtained 
by evaporating permuriate of iron in an 


these have been drawn from that admirable | open vessel hy a rather strong beat, tt con- 
periodical the Annahs dc Chimie , and many 1•W*** BwfltoUus aa a similar ecBxjfeuod. 
of them have already been transferred to 
our pages. For the benefit of our junior 
readers, we subjoin in the foot-note the 


nemos of the new substances trotted of in 
this edition, to which our apace dors not 
permit a more lengthened attention ;* we 
cannot, however, omit his notice of Berze¬ 
lius's opinions on tbo nature of the 41 haloid" 
salts. 

f • AriAo. Aspsrtie. ainjTic, chlorous, ceric, hip- 
jwrie, tuiftgatic, pyropho*pboric. Agtdoite, aiizn- 
rine, curydBien, caumarto, pturanium, rbutemuiu 
mogutaarin. To ihf.M: w* may aid bi> accouol of j 
tbr ttodiflrd opinions of the nature of tljc- ca*e«a» 
principle of milk, the confirmation of the exist 
*bc« of ibe metal thotioum, and the controversion 
of Tnddei's opinions coBvetoing gl iodine and 
zyarane. 


The third kind of.coinbination is productive 
of double haloid sails. Thev ma?consist, 
first, of two simple haloid suits which con¬ 
tain different metals, hut the game non- 
metallic ingredient, as the double chloride 
of |M>ttM»iuni and gold, or the double fluoride 
of potassium and silicium ; secondly, of two 
haloid salts consis'.ing of the sumo metal, 
but in which the oilier element is different, 
as the compound of chloride of lead with 
fluoride of lead ; and, thirdly, of two simple 
haloid salts, of which both elements are en¬ 
tirely different. In some case* haloid suits 
unite with common salts; os, for example, 
whan chloride of sodium is fused with car ¬ 
bonate of baryta, or carbouste of soda wiih 
chloride of barium." 

Having spoken thus favourably of the 
woik, we have to notice an error or two of 
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omission, with §qm drifting fait* of eoatf- 
mission,—blemish** which we regret toob* 
servo in & book which tro should otherwise 
fare designated so perfect in its kind. Why, 
we would «di the authoress he passed over, 
in ailence, the beautiful and talented papers 
on galvanic subjects, hj Mr. Kemp, of| 
Edi a burgh, published in the new and clew 
u Journal of Natural and Geographical 
Science " in that city 1 Was it fair, ox candid, 
to paw by, thus contemptuously, the labours 
of a young but highly promising chemist, 
whose papers have been translated into more 
than one of the foreign scientific journals 1 
Dr. Turner cannot plead ignorauc^ nor will 
he venture to deny the iiuportsiltt, of Mr. 
Kemp's experiments. We cannot account 
for the circumstance, except on one suppo¬ 
sition, in entertaining which we hope we 
should wrong Dr. Turner. Again ; we 
Cud that Dr. Turner has taken no notice of 
papers published in Tna Lancet, pointing 
out a remarkable error in the teats ad¬ 
vanced for nitric acid; the author still recom¬ 
mends the sulphate of indigo, although its 
utter fallacy has been indi«put'bly esta¬ 
blished ; we pass over tins, however, the 
morn superficially, as our own Journal is 
concerned in the omitted facts. The im 




taut; thus at 9«« SM, alcohol is**** * 
U co mp ose d of U, or w» equmiatijCp*. 
* «♦« one «j&^ 

valent of loi fad flf t+.or on* parts* 

" olefiant” gas, error wo hove 

known to wests* t M fci frrabl f lw pediment 
to tbs understanding of tbs aosepumds of 
enfhon andhydrogen, snd4Mr*to«fc rels- 


In conclusion, it is bat just to toy* that 
these faults are few and trifling indeed, 
when contrasted with the numerous excel¬ 
lences of the work; that, on the whole, we 
consider it the best elementary book on cbe- 
mistry in way language with which we are 
acquainted , and that all the errors are shared 
by every contemporary publication, without 
many of the redeeming features by which 
this is distinguished. It is only because we 
expected the nearest approach to perfection 
from Dr. Turner that we have alluded, than 
specially, to these particular omissions. 
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portant dianvety of saiicino, moreover, re 
omitted, though certainly there wssquite time 
euough to have alluded to it in the appendix, 
if not in the body of the work. We are nlso 
Compelled to notice the inadequate, we had 
almost said ducreditabh*. manner, in which 
electro*maguet ; »m is disposed of, n subject 
which, in scientific importance, ia perhaps 
unequHllnd ut present, and wh|A, from 
every other the wist, from Henry especially, 
has received the mention which it so sig¬ 
nally demands, lastly , we must allude to 
the brace of laughable pistes which termi¬ 
nate the volume; sur readers will scarcely 
believe it. hut let them examine, and they 
will find that Dr. *1 truer has considered it 
necessary ( 3 rd edit, i.o. Ui.il) to present 
them with n draw ing of—o safety lamp and 
a pestle nod mortar! A retort stand, an 
evaporating dish, and a Hessian crucible, 
are also figured with the mast amusing solem¬ 
nity. Such arc alt the faults which, we 
believe, Dr. Turner’s Elements contain; 
there are, however, some typographical errors 
which have run through ouch edition, and 
• some of which are by no mesas uuirapor- 


nEi.ivr.nEi) bv 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Nov. 29, 1830. 

Is the enumeration of cases admitted and 
presented, with a brief summary of which 
the present lecture waB prefaced, was one 
of rheumatism of the chest and one of in¬ 
flammation of the spine, both of which were 
cured by the application of leeches to the 
region affected ; one of chronic inflamma¬ 
tion of the hip-joint, following a sprain of 
six months' duration, with numbness and, 
occasionally, acute pain down the front of 
the thigh, which was cured by the vigorous 
application of cupping-glasses and making 
bis mouth tender, and one of an uncertain 
nature, in which the upper part of the man’s 
abdomen was tense, hard, and very large, 
affording a little fluctuation, which was re¬ 
lieved by active purging and frietibn with 
hydriodate of potash, in the form (of oint¬ 
ment, a very useful aalt, Dr. Elliotton ob¬ 
served, in many enlargements of the abdo¬ 
men and other parts. 

COLIC ARISING FROM LEAK. 

In William’s Ward was a very good ease 
of colic from lead, which was treated very 
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■inplr txl MttC Ti« w'l ran m»j obramtiw hu hitlrtrto foal, TMlNttal 
Timmai fwnm-, ka no aged it, an foil Aw* of p»r»*tim at wH 

admit** on the 4th, end printed on the j without opuua u with it j M M» wtfcwffli 
SSthof November, He said that he had been : opium may do good in the first ihitaftfi*, 
ill t month, had had no moot for three dm,there is » chance of the bowel* Venming 
and, isdoed, bad necer bad a Mool oAe»er,Hwr« sluggish ^towards; I fa*»i fn!l*j into 
thaa tb*fc4»r‘ n ? the who|<-month. He we*jibe baWt of giving purgative* widtotit it. 
labouring under vomiting end violent pain if | end otjr ensea do jwt mi wrJI $$ the use* of 
the abdomen, such as is vnlgml? xamibed to|those who give opium in addition. 


•nawu(Hl|{ uiiuoi luniiuiif; mu i|»K«a|>uiH va 

the abdomen. such as is vnlgml? aacibed to, 
a twisting of the intestines—torwfo*; on 
pressure, however, there was little increase i 
of pain, or rather, indeed, some portion of 
the pain wm dinunwhed. But besides the' 
psin, which thus appeared to be of aepM> 
modiccharacter, there was tenderness. The 
tenderaesa was inconsiderable, and on mak- 
in? pressure he experienced considerable 
relief, though be fell soreness; the c«*e, 
therefore, wan, no doubt, much more one of 
spawn than of wflawmatiou, though it par- 
look of both. The pain wm greatest about 
the umbilicus. He bad had no steep for 
wme time, in consequence of the paini in 
the beck and limbs. This » a fact worthy 
of notice. The pnlw wm only 72. and wa# 
full and soft 5 meierial inflammation. there¬ 
fore, was out of the question, end the prin- 
cipal part of the affection evidently con¬ 
sisted in spurn. Hie face wes not flushed, 
and his skin wee cool. I asked him if! 
he bed been exposed to lead, to which 
he replied in the negative, and 1, of coune, 
could not eay that he was not speaking 
the truth, I pare him a scruple of ca¬ 
lomel, and ordered him to take half m 
ounce of caator oil every two hour* after- 
wards, till be was purged. He said at night 
tlret the pain was more severe, and that he 
had had no motion. The gentleman who saw 
him in the evening gave Inin another scru¬ 
ple of calomel and a grain of opium, this 
being followed by castor oil; bis bowel* then 
became opened, and two stools occurred. 

It is the custom of many excellent prac¬ 
titioners to give opium in targe doses at the 
¥?& With the purgatives, eud 1 bar* »» 
dftoht that it is a very good practice, pro- 
*«W you give purgative* hrokjy, for ti»i 
opwm can then do no great harm, and possi¬ 
bly may do good j it may, in fact, act indirect- 
1V e* a purgative, by lessening the spasm. 
im, f believe, is almost the only instance, 
except in the c*se of extraordinarv idiosvu- 
4 npy* »■ Which opium opens the bowels; 
hjrt stia, in due disease, the ultimate affect 
£5t' 11 to ^ ^ 0H * 18 «we con- 

fiwd then before, and therefore I im not is 
of employiou it, l think I hav,. 
timpd that the casee do u well when you 
giW simple purgatives m when you ad mi- 
mtm opium. I am not, however, speaking 
kcuUdly an this point. I have not compared 
a sufficient number of ernes tossy whether 
“W? 1 * PWfrtives, or tfaeir union with 
opium, will nswer hast j but so far as my 


W " 1 " tjmr Vfiiwut ■« uiuiiivu. 

However, this man to >k opium hut once, 
. end then only one j-raity so that bo infc- 
I re nee can he drawn from this <u*r; be took 
forty grain* of calomel, apd two 01 three 
| onBC B« °f «•»<* oil; all this medicine open- 
Ltd hi» howeU, and b« got the belter »l tb« 
] spasm j hut now more 01 lew of an inflam* 
jmeiory ftuto came on in a decided manner. 
There wag^ndeniew of the abdomen; a 
1 emre pattsdawn bia thigh*; the tongue 
j * a * brown, and his face became flushed, 11 
I t* *1*0 to be remt’mhervd, that be said lie 
I had a fall upon the abJomrnain years ago, 
[t m ^ °f C0UT * e rendered the abtlomeu mote 
| liable to inflammation on the application of 
an exciting cause. I found it seceaaary 
the next day to bleed him to svneoue, to 
pul on twenty leeches, and to follow that 
»y * poultice of bran. It wet necessary, in 
two days, to apply twelve leectea to the 
, abdomeu, and after the application of these 
' he did very well. 

1 *** opening the bowel* in coU.\ I believe 

one of the heat plana is to give »large dose 
of calomel, say a scruple, for xn uring the 
. operation of other purgatives to ie given j M 
1 r fP«*l*d doses auhaequemly. A large dose 
i “*5 t,le "totnach as well as 1 small one, 
and does not operate violently ,\ n injec- 
[Hon of three ounces of oil of urprntiu qt 
| the same time is very useful; his medicia* 

I might be girea by the jtin.tii ( tike the 
other purgative*. When ail thugs fail; dash- 
|intr cold water-im the bdl. and leg* has 
|Ofton »ucce«d*d, just is it fometioiff does 
in spesaodic retention „f arW . ih*Intro- 
[iHictiou o( tobaaro-smt.ke into the rectum 
ougpt com to be omitted, who/i the cm 

pJWes rebellious to ofoa/nry meesures,_ 

i f here ia a little epparatuf for this purpose ; 
but when faintness and itie pulse show the 
eyiirm to be wDuenevd, you should desist 
from the insufflation, end after a time, if tb* 
bowels do not relax, mpest it. Sydenham 
harf so high an opinion of this in constips- 
tioa, from bis erperme, that he say*,— 

“ Ego hi mum nicotian a; give (abaci ex tubulo 
,a fS?' , . 1 ' eT *wicammajuBdulam in intestina 
valMiMiu* i&aufflwum. enema omoiam qu» 
aihi innotewuftt hactanua, efficaciasimum 
erne duco." 

After faia caic and inflammation were 
I Tf ,’, be hu<1 mme l l#in *»® bis limbs, for 
j wUeh he emp’oyed (be but bath, and that 
i quickly and entirely removed them. Now 
«** wcurrew# of these paki atrengthtued • 



ay original wroitdo*, tbit the nn had been 
W V* «7 OTtad*' When colic ocwirt 
from oold, Oren obstruction in the intern, 
fra* witkiaer without (for any.thing ihit 
obeftaetithem trill owe colic, whether, fop 
exSmplMt be the premure of a aLrictured 
abdominal opening in hernia, or a collection 
of hard facet within), whatever esuaes it, if' 
it be not lead, there is seldom pais in die 
back and ia thSCJUmnitie*. The occurrence 
of pain there in the firot instance made me ash 
whether he bid wotibeen in the way of lead, 
and be d*uiedth*fche had; but when laaw, 
after the colic was gone, Ant the ptina were 
MTere in the extremities, and that the warm 
bath took them away, | hod still stronger 
suspicions, and questioned him oversold over 
again, till at last be said lie bad Wnen- 
gated in painting a ship (be wadl^giftring 
man), but could uot have suppodot that that 
produced the colic, or be wouldbMe said 
yea when 1 questioned him. Patients will 
continually tease you in this way ; they will 
not give a plain and true answer, bill will be 
guided by what tl«ey think. Although he 
had l***u in the way of lead, yet. because be 
thought it could not have hurt him, he de¬ 
nied it altogether. This it a difficulty that 
you will every day meet with in investi¬ 
gating cases. ' Although, however, he bad 
only Iwn engaged one day in painting the 
vestal, lie bad of course been exposed to the 
oifluvia of l**ad afterward* till the paint 
whs dry. This exposure had occurred, be 
said, some little time before the colic began, 
which might he correct, but the exposure 
might have left a disposition to colic,‘and 
then an accidental cause might have brought 
on the complaint. This is just what we see 
in ague, where persona have been exposed 
to malaria. A go* frequently will not appear 
at the turn 1 ,, but the tendency to the disease, 
nay, perhaps the poiaba being in the 
system, the persona »tyt go wi for a long 
period, perhaps several mouths; ffc^n the 
disease will appear if they tskeoeW, So it 
might have been with this mat) with regard 
to the lead ; accidental circumstance* might 
have acted upon the predisposition acquired 
by hia exposure to the lead. When colic 
urise* from lead. it ia often preceded, accom¬ 
panied, or followed, by those severe pains 
in the Mas and extremities. When you 
give Irad internally a* a medicine, you will 
'bud that if you are obliged to administer it 
in Urge quantities, the most aevere paint of 
tboae parts will sometimes result. You 
may keep the bowel* open during the exM- 
bilion of the auperaoetate of lead, and pre¬ 
vent all colic, but frequently rovers pains 
in the extremities Own* o» afterwards; 
these are best removed by the warm-bath, 
or by oolchicum, hut I believe that the 
warm-bath answers better than any-tliing 
•Uf. It ia among the peculiar effects of 


M m prod*# violent paiai fat frro fast* 
and the astreadtiM. There ia insAerwfc- 
amtioft to be drawn from tba eouiidm- 
ties of thin awe, nomely, that although: 
colic ii n spasmodic complaint, it ia very tya» 
ble to become «u inflammatoryone; kin 
very liable to become enteritis. We nee 
this every day in colic from strangulated 
hernia. The symptom* antic; 

the pcia comet tad 'goei^%d #*** u no 
pyrozin; but after n timn* sooner or taler, 
you have tenderness of tire «Momeo* with 
all the marts of abdominal iaflaarmstioo, 
sad, ultimately, mortificitiiau It wjmt 
the same with colic of allkisds; ifther* 
ba the least obstruction, sod it ia namaeved, 
mfUmmstion is euro to appear: and evea if 
it be removed, if dirt it act effected iafood 
frme»inflammitioii may still come on. Here 
ib* dieeaee had lasted, more or less; a month, 
and the opening of the bowels did not pie. 
vent inflammation; indeed, that which was> 
mere tendernea—nriigbt tendecnesv Of the 
abdomen on lire firtt day that be came to 
(be hospital, soon became extreme tender¬ 
ness; bis pula* got up, bis face became 
flushed, bin tongue brownish, and it waa 
necessary to bleed him- independently of 
this, you will often find it useful to bleed in 
colic, just as in die early stage of strangu¬ 
lated hernia, or apaam of any sort through- 
. out ib* body; for relaxation of apaam ia 
I often effected by bleeding. If the pulse be 
full, and the person strong and in Urn prune 
'of lift, it ia often a good practice to bleed; 
it produces relaxation of the whole frame, 
•na, consequently, relieves the parts that 
are in a state of spasmodic c tin traction 
stnong tba rest. This is a good practice also 
on another account; it tends to protest in¬ 
flammation ; though the moment signs of 
that appear, you ought to treat tbt disease 
as on* of an iuAuimst'>ry character. If the 
Colic had not presently yielded, 1 should 
have bled this men ;• and although it did 
yield, y*t, a* tenderness increased, 1 lost 
no time in Meaning him the oext day. It is 
also to be remembered in colic, that no anti¬ 
phlogistic omasum can do good if the oh* 
airuction cuaiinues tft spite of them and 
otlu-r mean*, for it keeps up the mflamma- 
timi. I recollect being called to a mm 
twelve mouths ago, who was labouring 
under a dreadful colio after drinking t 
quantity of rum. Tim pain was mock di¬ 
minished by pressure; preswBg witittbe 
whole weight t>f my' body on the abdomen 
with both hands lessened his pain materi¬ 
ally, but his obstruction never gave way. 
Oil of UirtHfUttne was given both by the 
mouth and the rectum, and every tor* of 
purgative was administered; opium was 
also given in full doses, but a one of these pro- 
duoed any affect; none of them would open 
his bowels, Inflammation supervened, and 



1»JU4. ft 
oajn 


UR. iBIXIOT80N ON ECARlATtlM. 

amm «Uo epm* j Wwp> .*»>«;, *»»* 
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abdomen, and operating upon a portion of ui kreiuMUoofl.MCu mi cow. 

the intestinal tub?. This, however, ctHiid pom, chicken-pox, honping-cougb, mad wea- 
not have been effected in the pteaent in- alea. ft w th^gkl that cWfei** are atom 
Bunco, b«caus« there was do greater indict- liable lo tbit affection titan ftdwta, but I do 
tion of an obstraction in one part of the ab- not know that tbit is quite proved. In 
domrn than in another; there wes no pain childhood, a* touch aa at any other period, 
in one apoi more than another—»o tame- are are exposed to the contagion, and ara 
faction or induration. Although aome em- thereforea» likely to ditch it then a» at an¬ 
ger** have performed this operation, ilia a other time ; and, further, aa when we hate 
practice, that one would hardly he inclined had Moooebra cannot hire it again, adults, 
to adopt, unless in tome rate oases where for the milt part, must escape, without the 
the situation of the obstruction was very disposition to it being at all greater in in¬ 
dear, and the person in certain danger, fancy than afterwards. If you suppose an 
tboagh without having sunk too far, equal susceptibility of the disease during 

. . the whole of life, aa all are exposed to its 

infection from infancy npwarda, and scarcely 
JCiSLiiWi. *ny have it a second time, of course the 

There was likewise presented in WilUem c greater num her of instance* of the disease 
Ward a case of scarlet fever, affording a eery must occur in children^; Scarlet fever is 
good illustration of wat disease, and of the not by any means so usual a complaint, 
trea/ment which it js best to sdopt for so whether in children or adults, aa the mea- 
guiding the disease that it may go on ales and small-pox. 
mildly and torment the patient but little. It is not certain what is the period that 
like most of these eases, it occurred in a elapses between the application of the coo- 
yotmg subject, a boy named James Harris, tagion and Lite appearance of the disease. I 
tttat. 10, who was admitted into'Winiam’a believe, with respect to ell contagions whst- 
Ward on tha 11 th of November. He had eve*, that there is agreat variety of periods, 
been ailing for a month, but on the ytkofjaodl do not think that there is a rule for 
November waa seized with rigours, which t aoy of them, because where we caa make 
were followed by heat, pain of the head, f accurate observation, as in gonorrhora and 
and sickness. On the 10th, a redness of the ( sy philis, we see that tb*Te actually is a great 
■kin was observed about tite chest, which on variety. Scarlet fever is paid to appear ia 
the 11th, the day of admission, had extended general within four or five days after the 


over the whole body; end the day the aftec-;contagion has peon applied. The interval 
thin appeared, he complained for the first j is longer, getfevaHy, in adults. Il ls not 
time of a sore throat, and there was, at his exactly known k«w long a person ia capable 
admission on the lUh, so nicer on one tonsil, of eouumj ideating the contagion after he has 
covered by an ash-coloured tenacious exit- had the dfidse; perhaps not longer than 
darion, such as is generally considered a two or three weeks, unless desquamation of 
slough. The tongue was tremulous, and red the cuticle continue; and then the exfolia- 
round tbs edge*; the pulse frequent and lions appear to be so impregnated with the 
small, as much as- 150; be complained of poisonous secretion of the skin, that they 
pain in the forehead, sickness, and heat, may give it as long aa they continue to be 
with great thirst; the bowels were rather formed. How ion); ihey may retain the con- 
confined. tagion after separation, I do not know. 

You know that scarlet fever belongs to The disease usually begins, as it did in 
the exanthemata of Dr. Willsn; (hat it is a this child, with a feeling of general illness, 


disease which occurs only once, and affect* pain in the head, and chilliness, wimh are 
children particularly. I believe it* recur- ioon followed by heat, thirst, and sickness, 
teoce in the same person is not more fre- and sit the symptoms of pyrexia. There it 
qseat than the recurrence of cmsll-pox this difference in the early period of this 
or measles. Dr. Willau says, that among disease between it and small-pox, that 
two thousand cases he never saw it occur in small-pox there is frequently intense 
more than once ; hut ihst it dors recur, the paiu in the loins, sometimes dreadful pais, 
name as measles and small pox, u undoubt- especially in ad id Is, such aa would almost 
edly true. There arc exceptions to this make you fency an inflammation that might 







DO. ELtlOTSON OJT SCA*LATt*A. MP 

indoe« ftippBTtlkm; and grHt tend emu very "fat- So in the case of tcattaftfrfT; 
of tbe epigastrium,—symptom* which do joo«r*»otto consider it a mere dtatiatof 
not occur in scevlet few. if a perton, the flkfo; it certainly does not much affect 
therefore, be taken ill suddenly, and you the eye* or tfcrnose, but it dwi affect the 
*u*pect the appearance of as eryptive die* iutide of the mouth, tho tonsil*, the veHm 
caaf. and y#t there ia no violent pain of pendulum pahrti, thepherynx, and the 
the loins, and no extreme tenderness of tbe tongue, often moisthltena»ly«’ These symp- 
stonJttcb, you have not the lesst reason for toms are more or less bb*fi*ed in almost 
supposing small"pox. Itt measles, before every esse, and in some in§tioe*» the parts 
the eruption, there are generally catarrhal artf'affwied to ft violent degte*, sotfaat, ia- 
symptom*. Yon see the eyes running; you deed, their state particularly co-operates m 
bear the patientsneezing and coughing; causing death. There is epmetimee, Kke- 
the whole face isfluebrd, and the head very wise, in thin disease, an inflammation of the 
heavy. This is not the casein scarlet fever, stomach and intestines; the mneotw f**m* 
which does not so much affect the ooojuno- brand of the alimentary canal is affected be- 
Uva and the air passages, whether the aoa~ Withe pharynx; so that there ia tenderftCM 
tills, larynx, or bronchia*, at do the met- of the epigastrium ; and sometimes there is, 
sles: there is no tiling like catarrh* and, as I shall presently mention, inflammation 
therefore, when yon see violent Sytnpioma of the head, inflammation within the cheat, 
of that, you may suppose that thin disease or lungs, as well as iu the abdomen, la all 
will be measles, and not scarlet fever. When these diseases, the inside Of the head often 
the eruption has begun a short time, there suffers extremely; more or lees inflamma- 
gouerally can he no doubt ns to its true tioa occurs there. These are really disease* 
nat ure; minute red points appear upon tie of almost tbe whole system, 
face and neck, extremely small; they soon! The esse which l have now mentioned 
become innumerable, run together, end j was one of that form of the disease called 
within twenty-four hours, form continuous; scarlatina an gin ns a. There are three forma 
patches over tbe (rook and extremities; tbe i of th* disease, the first ff which » scstls- 
patient then looks very like a boiled lob-j tin* simplex, in which the akin only is 
ster, or as if he. had been smearedwtib rasp* j affected, or, rather, the affection within the 
berry-juice ; it is a bright scarlet colour, mouth is inconsiderable, not worthy of uo- 
that does not appear in measles, or in any lice. In .the second variety the throat is 
other disease; the hue is most vivid at the affected considerably; lienee it it called 
flexures of the joints and in tho loins; tbe scarlatina angmasa. If this occur, which 
efllorcHcence is especially continuous round it sometimes does, with a disposition to 
the fingers, seldom so much so on the trunk.' mortifieaion, die disease is then called scar* 
The skin altogether is smooth in tills dis- latina maligna. 

ease; hut if you examine it very accurately, The present case was one of scarlatina an- 
YOU will find exceedingly minute asperities, ginoaa ; it was « mild case, but Still it affect- 
like, the cutis truscrina, where the akin ia ed the throat, not, however, very aeverely. 
naturally rougher than ia other parti. The It is generally on the iccond day of the 
small points of the akin become a little in- person’s illness that the eruption comes out, 
flamed,and/«do*equ*»tly, there is not a and it generally lasts a week altogether; on 
course roughness, such as may be felt in the the fourth day of the whole disease the 
lace, under meaaler, bat a mmut* rtwtghnese. affection is at its height; about the fifth it 
which may juft bo felt with thb wm eoda declines, so that interstices and patches reap- 
of the finger; but for ibis, you nugbt my, pear; about the sixth there is an indistinct 
that there were merely red patches of the eruption only ; on the seventh it is usually 
■kin. gone before the end of the day ; and on the 

You are not, however, to suppose that eighth and ninth tho cuticle is seen coming 
what aro called cutaneous diseases are mere on. In the mildest form of the disease the 
diseases of the skin; they are all called tongue is ml, but if there be much inflam- 
w cutaneous disease*, it is tiuo; but it would < mation of tho mouth,—-that species of the 
W be wrong to suppose that these diseases are disease properly called scarlatina anginostt , 
limited to the skin. In measles, the mucous —you tee the tongue not only red, as jf the. 
membrane of the nostrils, the conjunctiva, muena upon it were sprinkled with grain* of 
the mucous membrane of the air-passages, cayenne pepper, hut the papillteare soeloa- 
& often down to the very air-cells,—nay, oc- gated, as well aired, as to project consider- 
W oastonaliy the substance of the lungs and ably through the mucus. The tonsils, and 
f the pleura, and even the intettines, are the velum pendulum pslati, nr* entirely red, 
much affected. In small-jxix there is often and you see them covered here and there by 
great affection of the iarvnx,—such as fre- dirty exudations or sloughs; these, of course, 
uueutiv destroy* life ; a great affection, also, vary in quantity, eo that between them 
of the epigastrium; the stomach is usrtictt- and the tumefaction the patients can some- 
larly tender, and is twsllv inflamed (rotu the times scarcely swallow or breathe. It is da- 
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eased mucus la the one cess, and when re- hsuating. It is remarked by Dr. Batsman, 
moved yon see the inflamed surfaces below 5 that ibe patients were first exhausted by the 
when it is areal slough an ulcer is seen on treatment adopted, that fires were lijjht- 
ita femoral, that is, in the enginon, when ed in the rooms, the doors and windows 
the inflwntnatkm of the throat is intense, were kept/but, additional clothe# were put 
In ibis state the general symptoms are much upon the bed, and the patients were kept in 
more severe; there is more shivering at such a state of heat ana excitement, and 10 
first, and afterwards more intense beat of much exhaustion was produced, that pur- 
the body. The hast i# so intense as to be gntim became really basardous. Moderate 
at 107°vl08 t> ,orlll® j but even in the mild purgatives, however, are all that are reqai- 
* form of the disease, where the throat is aito. You must carefully open the windows 
scarcely affected, yeu will find the beat very and doors, according to the season of the 
intense. The eyes, too, are affected, aad so year, and let the patient be but lightly 
is the nose* but to nothin* like the degree covered. This patient was at first washed 
that you see in measles, though sometimes several times a day with cold water, and 
the face so swells that the eyes are closed, afterwards with tenid water. There is no 
It ia observed in this form of the eruption objection to the application of cold affusion, 
that it does not come out on the second day, if you uncertain that the temperature ia 
at in the mild form, but at a later period; ste^i^jMsre 98 deg., or, indeed, if the 
nor does it fully come out ; it conies and patient merely says he is hot. By merely 
goes, and the disease does not terminate ao cold water you wiH induce perspiration Un¬ 
decidedly altogether; die desquamations ter than by other means, and you will ROtne- 
witt continue for some weeks. In this ex* times, it is said, cut shurt the diacaso alto- 
treme form of tbe disease tbe symptoms are gather. It is not, however, as object to cut 
all severer from first to last. When there short the disease, because if you so put on 
sre symptoms of great malignity, there are end to it, the patient will most likely have 
signs or great debility j the throat is in a it at another time, and as the disease is 
slats of dirk sloughing, mortification takes begun he may as well go through it: the 
place, and the Most putrid smell ia per- object is to le*seo, rather tiuu remove it. 
ceived, and, for the most part, the patients But whether you use cold affusion, or cold 
die. Now, in tbe case under consideration, ablution, or tepid affusion, or tepid ablution, 
one nicer occurred upon the left tonsil, you will find tliauh** practice is exceedingly 
When the ash-coloured slough was re- beneficial. 1 never omit the use of water, if 
moved, tin nice? appeared under it. the patient feel hot, aud be nor. in a profusu 

The treatment consisted simply in keeping sweat, l do not two cold affusion, because 
the patient clean and cool,mid in giving him I find cold, or tepid, ablution answ-r the 
scarcely any-thing to eat. You will finds purpose; but in every case of this disease, 
great number of cases of scarlatina do per- | where tlm heat is above the natural Mandnrd, 
fectiy well if no ffiediciue be given. This is! I have the patient wished several times 
almost always the rule of treatment. Keep I a-<iay, ss long at the heat continues, with 
your patient clean and cool, and equally i either cold or warm water!, whichever it* 
avoid internal stimulants, by giving him u* j prefers. 1 never yet lost a d|a of ibis dia- 
little food, and that a* little nutritious as ! ease. 

possible. Thus treated, he is almost sure to It is to be regretted that die Trench do not 
do well. You will hear persona say that seem yst to kpow the value of cold water 
they have given a particular medicine in iu fever. M« Bayer, whose work on cuts- 
two or three thousand cutes, aud these have ueous diseases, ciuiuig after VVitlau's, and 
all done welt; aud another wilt etty tbe founded to a great extent upon it, is alto- 
**me thing with respect to some other me- gather a far better and more copious work, 
didoe. 1 have no doubt that if th«y hod say* that the application of cold water to the 
given no medicines the cases still would surface is loo much extolled by the Kugiish, 
have done wall, provided the patients were and that we should not go beyond wetting 
kept clean sod cool, and given only diluent tbe eoigsstmuu. Yet he acknowledge* that 
drinks. There can, however, be no doubt lie hr.s ntver dared to employ it as directed 
of tbe propriety of one tort of medicine, and by Currie, Withering, Bateman, aiui others, 
that ia aperients, because an open mate of ( know that it is not at all too w..ch extol- 
bowels very much lease ns the general irri- led ; and the comfort of cold ablution, to say 
ffitirm of the system, by the removal of the nothing more ofit, is iudescribshle. It is 
unhealthy sad disordered secretions which our neighbours' fancy that it may produce 
it necessarily produces, and by gectiy eva-j anasarca. It might, if employed when un¬ 
cus ting the vascular system ; but i believe j necessary, that is, when the skin ia not hot 
that ia all that ia required in by far the and dry, and anasarca generally follows this 
greater number of cases. There was at one j disease when the patient has been improper* 
time a great antipathy to purgatives, found- ly e spared to cold, tod especially to cold f 
ed en the supposition that they were ex* aod wet; but so absurd a misapplication of ’ 
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a remedy hi no argument agaieat it. No re¬ 
medy ia really a remedy, but when well- 
timed ; nullum dutur remedium quin tele 
tewpestiva xtsu taiejwt. 1 have seen incal¬ 
culable good from cold and tepid ablution, 
but noser the slightest harm. 

Abstinence from food is of the greatest im¬ 
portance : you should give nothing but tea, 
barley-water, and similar diluents. Bleeding 
generally, nnd particularly locally, from tins 
head, threat, cheat, or abdomen, is tome - 
timet required. When the throat is affect¬ 
ed, you will find-that one of the moat useful 
applications is the chloride of soda or lime. 
This was used in the present instance around 
the bed; bat you will find it one of the most 
serviceable gargle* that yoti can employ. 
You must remember, however, that children 
cannot gargle the throat, and atp^iimes 
adults are in such a state that gangling is 
out of the question; ia such cases you must 
apply it hv mean* of a syringe, squirting it 
ud over the mouth and fauces : this should 
be done ovary hour or two; the Rotation 
should he diluted, so aanot to produce pain ; 
1 have coutiuually employed it lor the last 
two or three years, «*d certainly with the 
most beneficial’affect. It comfort* the pa- 
tient; it causes the ulcerations to assume a 
healthy appearance, and throws off the 
sloughs. It is of great use also to employ 
the chloride of soda or lime about the bed ; 
but the latter generally is used for these ex¬ 
ternal purposes. It would appear that the 

chlorides of lime and aoda have a tendency 

to destroy contagion, and on this account I 
sprinkle one of them upon the bed-clothes, 
have it thrown upon the removed linen, place 
it lit saucers around the bed, and introduce 
it into the venae!* which are used by the 
patient for the purposes or nature. Were it 
only to lessen fetor, it* pse in every sick 
room in the mode ia a great roiu- 
fort. 1 adopte&the practice in this case be- 
cause I kuew that thia was an infection 
which is particularly apt to apread, cad be¬ 
cause so many children are always in the 
hospital I rfecotiect the circumstance of a 
patient being admitted into a ward with 
scarlet fever, and children and young men 
in that ward, for nearly two years atler- 
wards, were continually seized with scarlet 
fever, notwithstanding the hospital i« tho¬ 
roughly whitewashed aud cleaned once a 
year. Where malignant eymptmu* come on, 
it may be necessary to use rhe treatment 
that i* adopted for typhus fever. Hoi it 
ia frequently necessary to apply leeches 
in thia form of the disease, on account of 
local internal inflammation. There ia, how¬ 
ever, another thing to be remembered 
in coonexion with thia affection, namely, 
. that after it haa gone through its at ages, the 
f patient ia very liable to dropsy. It is a sin* 
| gular ei reams vsmxc, hat one well-aetablish- 


ed, that after scarlet fever, children are apt to 
become tnaaarcotffl; nay, sometimes mow 
than anasireotta; t© have effusion into the 
bead, Cheat, or abdomen. I believe thia 
occurrence tabes place ranch more frequent¬ 
ly in winter and in cold damp ; weather, tbaa 
at any other time. Hence, allow me to re¬ 
peat, that however proper odd nffuaion, or 
cold ablution, may be, when the temperature 
is above the natural standard, yet, when the 
best is not above the natural point, and after - 
the disease ia over, there would he the great¬ 
est danger, no lt-sa than perfect inutility,» 
their application I believe the dropay that 
occurs after thia disease ia almost always of 
un inflammatory nature—that there is either 
a general inflammatory state, or a local in¬ 
flammation. As in other inflammatory drop¬ 
sy, the face is affected at the very first. I t*- 
lies* that when effusion occurs in the cheat 
there is inflammation or sub-inflammation of 
the pleura; mod so with respect to the abdo¬ 
men, there is peritonitis; and with respect to 
the bead, sraclmifis; or at least tite state of 
these parts ic inflammatory. 1 believe that 
this dropay ia beat treated by purgatives, 
and by leecbe* applied to the parts in which 
it particularly occur*, whether the bead, the 
cheat, or the abdomen. If there be hydro¬ 
cephalus, or ascites, or hydrothorax, or if 
there be not-—in ail cases purgatives are the 
heat remedies, adopting local bleeding if you 
find local dropsy, and having recourse in in¬ 
tense coses to bleeding from the arm. It is 
said that digitalis answers a good purpose, 
thee it control* the pulse, that it excite* 
the secretion of urine, and that it lessens 
the inflammation altogether. Many cases do 
well with slight or even without any treat- 
meat ; but 1 believe the beet general rule ia 
Lu treat the disease in the first instance, if 
ibis be not counter.indicated, on the anti¬ 
inflammatory plan. 
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PREGNANCY, A FOETUS IN ITKRO, &c. 

By Da yin C. E. Nagle, A.M., M.B., 
Trinity College, Dublin. 
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M It bad never ooettrred to me {said the 
illustrious Earnnec) to apply auscultation to 
the phenomena of gestation. For this happy 
idea we are iudebted to Hr. Kergaredee, 
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*h» okUbrfkjrSt tore retolt*, which M»y i 
now Iw oouiiltMi M the «K»1 c-eil»m tign* 
of ptepancy, »a*>elv. the pulwtioMof the 
fatal hewt. and tin rimplt klowini; p»ba- 
tire {fatteaent ai«pt« at« aoufllH), or 
t^acmta admit.” 

^11:101^, perhaps, bo coDtUcrtd presump¬ 
tion in me to differ in opinion from autho¬ 
rity ao weighty and influential with medical 
men at that which it supported by tbe 
names of Ltanhee and Kergarndec. But 
when I venture before lb* profession with 
view* that, to many of it* members. mayj 
appear both novel and untenable. I hope 
they will extend to me aft tho indulgence 
which should he awarded to one who really 
liui no object in view hut the advantage 
which may arise from a fair and candid 
examination of opinions and doctrine* which 
appear to liim to b* erroneous. With much 
reluctance, indeed, should 1 attempt dis¬ 
senting from any opinion offered by the 
talented Laennec, m 4 the result of hit own 
observation and experience* but when 1 
reflect that, in midwifery at least, be must 
neoes*arity have had but*a very limited ex¬ 
perience, 1 feel sufficient justification for not 
fully coinciding with the inferences which 
be drew from Kegsradec'i research*. 

In a paper which I laid before the public I 
in a late Number of Tux Lancet,1 con¬ 
sidered auscultation to furnish us with the 
most and tbs only unequivocal sign of preg¬ 
nancy, in so far as it enables n* to hear the 
pulsations of the foetal heart, from the mo¬ 
ment that it begins to act with any degree 
of energy; but 1 must be pardoned if 1 
withhold ray assent to the importance of tli» 
other phenomenon laid down by Kergaradec 
as a sure sign of utern-gestation. 1 per¬ 
ceive, with regret, indeed, that in the 
“ Dublin Medical Transactions,’’litely pub¬ 
lished, Dr. Fergunou concurs in opinion 
with Kergaradec, that the " ptecentary 
bruit/’ as the former designates it, should 
bo considered as “ infallible evidence of aj 
foetus in uteroand opposed as 1 am to 
such physicians as Laenoec and Kergarndec, 
I hope my young and intelligent country¬ 
man, who himself admits that be has had but 
a very limited acquaintance with midwifery 
cases, wilt pardon me for a disagreement in 
opinion frita him too, when 1 submit that 
we are not justified in placing any reliance 
eityrbat is usually denominated tho “ pla¬ 
cental souffiet," as ao unequivocal sign of j 
impregnation. In justification of this asser¬ 
tion, I treat I shall succeed in laying before 
the profession sufficient proofs and the most 
convincing facta. 

During my afteqdatic* at tho excellent 
Meath Hospital, 1 Endeavoured by much 
industry and minute attention 1 * the dis- 
eases of the chest, to familiarise mgr ear to- 
the nicest distinction of the rMes tnd sounds 


afforded by disease* Piepfsd mlfWt 
thus have been for t0e deteotum the 
emtboecopio phenomena prononfed bygeeta* 
tion, X entered, from my wy eonMWnee- 
ment at the Ly«$*iu Hoanitel, on the in¬ 
vestigation s«d atialyaiaof tlwoo pl*noi»Mia. 
The result of some of mvinquirio* 1 shall 
now endeavour to submit to the pMlvsaioB. 

IIrave already stated.thfti tho aiiupleblow • 
ing arterial murmur. designated by some 
•'pfoceMta/souffbet/’ heard in the advanced 
stages of uiero-gestation, should uot be con¬ 
sidered as an unquestionable sign id impreg¬ 
nation, and I trust 1 shall show by m*t 
satisfactory proofs that it is wrongly deno¬ 


minated placental, the placenta in my mind 
having nothing to do with its produeuon. 
Tha contrary opinion 1 know is confidently 
maintained in a paper published in the last 
volume (5th) of the “ Dublin Hospital He- 
porta/’ tiy Dr. Kennedy, for whose under¬ 
standing and industry 1 entertain so much 
Tespect, that 1 ahould be aorry even to in¬ 
sinuate that hi hi* baud* the atethoscope 
should be considered as an “ inutile lig¬ 
num/' <5 

In the appendix t*.lja*nnec by Forhea, 
2d edit., p. 703, it is staled that " the bel¬ 
lows sound" is usually beard “ on tho sule 
opposite to that on which the foetal pulsa¬ 
tion ia perceived ; but this is by no means 
constant." The lattor part of this extract 
is, I humbly submit, the only portion of it 
deserving our ntleution j for in some hun¬ 
dreds of cuses in which l carefully examined 
this phenomenon, 1 have, in ninety-nine in¬ 
stances out <4 every hundred, heard it na 
well on th« one side as on (he other in the 
amt patient. It may, 1 admit, be moried 
on one side iu some degree by the pulsations 
of the fmtal hesrt ; but an acute and prac¬ 
tised eai will experience no great difficulty 
in detecting it eves then. The great and 
unusual difficulty it, to find § ewe where it 
i* really confined to one aide. Whenever 
I happened to meet with aay want of facility 
in detecting this sound during the day-time, 

I returned to the examination in the still- 
nets of night, end geuerally heard it with¬ 
out much trouble, noting carefully that it 
was not that which proceeded from the op¬ 
posite side. 

When the patient is pieced in the re¬ 
cumbent posture, wiUt only a sheet inter¬ 
posed between the sternal extremity of the 
stethoscope and the abdomen, the aoaculta* 
tor will in most cases detect the aoufflwt at a 
point midway between the umbilicus and 
the superior anterior spinous process of the 
ilium, but not tmfrequently closer to the 
latter. It often extends from (hit point to¬ 
wards the middle of Poupart'a ligament, the* 
loudness of the murmur in msny caaea iftei, 
creaaing in a very marked degree at we d*» 
ecend ; yet it not rarely assume* near lira 
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gaw«t a sharper character, From the of tad the umbilicus, btrtoftea 

nnu point it ctt often be triced unward spp reaching cfo»e,ta,th* Utter, and it «w 
end forward towards the mestnl line, in the area then quite perceptible in bodi jfiio 
couree, as it were, of the trunk of tbe lateral fossa alio, The question for ua to deter- 
uterine arterial, which, it moat be remem- mine in A case of this bind ia, wbetber die 
berad, ia enormously enlarged in tka ad- sound on the oppOaita aide ia the effect of 
▼anced stages of gaatation. Thus then, in radiations from that part where tU* piaovnla 
moat cases, tha soufflet can be traced from might be supposed to bare ita attaokmenft 
the middle of Ponpart’a ligament to n point Mow tbe placenta waa pUcpd on that part, 
midway between the scrobicolua cordis and or it waa not. If tbe placenta waa plaoed 
the centre of a line extending from the an- on that apoc, and thus gave rise to the 
tenor superior spinous process of the ilium soufflet on both aides, we might reason- 
to tbe umbilicus; and, in general, it ia at ably expeot that this soufflet would rotate 
tbe same time audible on both sides. Of ftom one tide to tile other across tbe safe- 
this I have bad indeed many satisfactory Her surface of tbe nterua where the apace 
proofs j for instance, in tbe fi' ' of the twin must be narrower, rather than across the 
cases recorded in No. 376 of fit Lakcbt, posterior wall where the greatest extension 
in which cose, while examining the patient, of the uterus it known to take place. Yet 
I pointed out the fact to Dt. Keoned|'. To in no case was 1 ever able to trobe it across 
this circumstance respecting the AMnid 1 the anterior surface of tbe abdominal,paxi- 
must beg leave to direct attention, while etea in an uninterrupted course, or even to 
from tbe nature of tbe soufflet, and tile ex- detect it under the mesial line, except when 
tent or surface over which it eould be heard, it proceeded from tbe epigastric arienea,from 
1 endeavour to draw an Argument against which it can, ia aoch a caae.be easily proved 
Dr. Kennedy'* theory, that “ tbe placental to arise. But If the placenta was not situ- 
soufflet ia heard iuditferently over the abdo- ated on that part of the aide of tbe uterus 
men,*' and that “ it Jbpends on the tram- over which tbe murmur waa so audibly 
mission of blood through tbe arteries of that beard, it will follow as a necessary conse- 
part of the uterus to which the placenta ia quence, that the murmur there must have 
altachod.” originated in some other cause, an admission 

It will be recollected that in the above that would be fatal to Dr. Kennedy’s theory, 
case of twins 1 stated that there waa but end the practical inferences he deduces from 
rim* plncrnta. The patient having died, thia it. Now the cause of tbo muimur existing 
wan found to bate been attached to the almost invariably in thia apot, may, 1 con- 
upper part of the fundus of the uterus, ceive, be found greatly, nay chiefly, owing 
which, 1 also slated, waa more than usually to tbe fact mentioned in bis own paper, 
distended previous to delivery. Now, If p. 239, that " in tbe neighbourhood of tha 
tb« soufflet be owing to the attachment of ligaments, at the lateral parts of tbe uterus, 
tha placenta in a ease where it was thus we shall also find a more full dulnbulion 
affixed, it is very improbable that the soufflet of vessels, even when the placenta ia not 
could extend equally on both sides ail the attached to this part, aa the principal vet- 
way down to Qi* middle of Poupart's liga- eels which connect the uterus with tha ma- 
meut, witbourffodually decreasing as we, ternal system pais into it here." To thia 
in (he descent of tbe cylinder, receded from fact 1 beg particular attention, aa it is cal- 
tbe radiant point. Besides, when thecvlin- culuted very much to facilitate tbe settle, 
der was moved acroas inf part of the abdo- ment of tbe disputed question respecting 
men from one aid* to the other, tb* soufflet t!m site of tbe murmur, and, consequently, 
could not be detected to extend minler- whether, aa w* shall have occasion to dis¬ 
rupt <v//y , even at tbe upper part of the cuss hereafter, tbe discreet and guarded prac- 
uteru*, aswe might reasonably expect it to titioncr would, without any other sign, be 
do, particularly when it waa traceable down warranted by any change in the quality of 
even to Doupurt’a ligament. We must that murmur atone, to pronounce on the life 
therefore account upon other prineiplea for or death of a fatua m utero. . 

the occurrence of tbe sound on both aides. Another position of I>r. Kenned* fo, that 
Dr. Kennedy’s expmmon, M heard iiuliffer- wlien tbe soufflet is heard over thia what* 
ently," is so equivocal, that 1 am at n loss uterus, the placenta is then attached to the 
to determine the precis* seuse in which he anterior wall of the oigau. It will .fee easy, 
meant to use it. If he means to imply, as 1 1 think, to prove that this iafrran**** uu- 
lifliu've be does, tint tbe sound can be fairly deduced. In such a case the soufflet 
j heard, no matter what part ol the abdomen would be more distinctly audible, in projwr- 
we examine for it, the above esse, and many tiou nx we approached in our examination to 
Gibers, will be directly opposed to him. In the point of insertion, whereas the contrary 
numerous cases l found I ho soufflet dia* i* tue fact ; for tbe more we recede from 
tinctly audible for a few square inches be- tUa mesial line towards the iliac fossa?, the 
l ween the superior anterior spinous process clearer, M far aa my experience at least 
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warrant* 0>a «Mr. db*» the tauttavt 
ter&rfobly b*eo«H*, bow let me suppose 
that $» pHeeuta issituated ifodsr tbe me* 

' :&o«ld we expect! Whs, 

that the 'iouflet would be mow distinctly 
audible over u space coinciding with die 
JtemMa* of the pfoceuts, and become Muter 
wbd Mater is we receded from tint point of 
radiation. But l lm»* already shown that 
the contrary it the fact. The tome Mode 
of reasoning will apply if the placenta he 
situated on the futtdui of the uterus, for the 
manner it generally heard tender at a point 
wltieh is Bearer to the pubes than to the 
fondue of a distended uterus. 

2a order to meet some assertions of the 
Ft each writer*, it will be noceesary w refer 
to page 705-4 of Lawnw*. There boaaye, 
“ What aeesna to me meat probable I*, that' 
tbe sound in question exists in the thief 
artery dutributed to the placenta" and then 
altadei to t eommuoicatioo h»ad« to him by 
Dr. Oittvry, who is represe nte d to have ex- 
pwaaed himself to the following effect :— 
“ The point where I had previously heard 
the blowing pulsation*, corresponded exactly 
with the point ia which the placenta wag 
implanted;” and again ; *. A proof that the 
cause it whet you hare stated, ia found in 
the foot that the sound etkuet the rery mo¬ 
ment the umbilical chord it out/* In hit 
opinion a very triumphant, but in mine ’• ( 
very lame and impotent, conclusion." Au 
Laeonec has himself successfully ridiculed 
the “ port hoc, ergo propter hoc ” mode of i 
argument, perhaps I shall be fortunate! 
enough to meet fofgiveaes* from some of! 
those distinguished men whose doctrines I 
am thus presuming to impugn, if I submit 
that Ollivry’s u prop* hoc, ergo propter hoc" 
is equally tncouclotive. The adioirera of! 
Dra, Laencec. Kergaradea, Olliery, Fergu¬ 
son, *nd Kennedy, will be startled, perhaps, 
when I assert that the “ self-same" idenii- 
pal description of murmur oraoufllet, which, 
usually occurs in the advanced stages of] 
pregnancy, is distinctly presented to the ear, 
when there is no fetal circulation at alt 
ffoiag on—where there is or has been no 
placenta ! And now for the proofs. 

In the first place 1 Khali venture to assort, 
that the fatal circulation has nothing to do 


ted tot* site kyH»g*ifl Hospital with ifem* 
tios threatening, Incowmqoeuce of ill uaaga 
received about three weeks previous, Wy 
acuta and intelligent frit-ad, ftargeon It Ro¬ 
binson, was engaged Hi enttaiaing, with the 
stethoscope, tbi* woman wbta 1 entered the 
ward, lie eipredaed i wiih that \ dbrnrid 
examine the case, observing to me, that ha 
eaoM awt heat the fetal heart, bat hoaW 
distinctly perceive, ia the right iliac fens, a 
murmur prohwysd, and net by any mesas 
'* •bvpt \ H " bat if l am (Mid he) to be 
infiaeosed Hi tny diagnosis by tlm theory of 
Dr. Kennedy (the truth of which he knew 
me a# Moag to deny iu the most decided 
UrrMl), 1 must, firom the distinctness and pro- 
longed nature of the murmur, couclude that 
the fetal circulation hi still going on." I 
examined the patient, could detect no fetal 
pulsation, but heard, on the right side, the 
murmur as described; it was also audible 
ia the left iliac fossa, but weaker than on 
tha Opposite aide. Convinced that by this 
esse loo I should be furnished with a power¬ 
ful argument Sgsiewt Ollivry and against 
Dr. Kennedy's theory, respecting the qua¬ 
lity of the murmur befog « test indicative of 
the life or death of a fetus in utero, I ie- 
mainedin the ward -mutt about four o clock 
that day, at which hour the patient was de¬ 
livered of a ftrfos, very small, dead, and so 
putrid, that not only had the funis been 
divided, as it would appear, for some con¬ 
siderable time previously, but, as it was a 
breech presentation and the part* in a very 
umfilatcd state, Ibad considerable difficultr 
during the extraction of the fetus to prerent 
it* limbs from foiling asunder. Tbe patient 
was ia about the seventh month of her preg¬ 
nancy ; had received, about thrte weeks 
before her delivery, an injury on the side 
(after which occurrence »b*.did not Ire) the 
fetus to move ia ttero), sad the soapitiou 
of its having been (feet tmeks dead was 
folly justified by Ha«ws**«*e putridity, it 
ia important fo obaarve, that the pltcenu, 
in ibis case, was very ofocb impoverished, 
aml lta diameter not greater than that of the 
pslrnof an adult's baud. Thin case, then, 
proves, wot only that the murmur i* quite 
independent of the forts! circulation, but 
that persons} unaccustomed to accurate *te- 


in tbe production of the murmur in qt»a-! thoecopic observation*, would, if iaffeeuced 
XiQh t that it can and does exist with its i by Dr. Kennedy’s theory respecting t*ie 
iliaiactera unaltered, even when that circu- \<ptahhj of the soufflet affording a sure indi- 
latMii ts destroyed, no matter for wfaatf cation of ih« life or death of a fo tua in utero, 


DUivry’i at ter lion, that’** the mantJur [ folly iu the Subsequent part of tins psper" 
w* 0 *- 1 -. 1 chord ii cut." 1 liliaJI oo* ftrocerd id m; oad.tvottt. to 
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•MDTtiM, but the following wjj 

inn .ufflcieotly doetoieo, 

Oo tli. »Ut aHtno, t fmun wuwiait- 



•how, tlitt the jiifionce of • itlttrettht ie 0.1 
etttuuy (at the nroiluctioti of > mornv, 
ntoh ho we ordtmriij heu in th. wlnaeod 
M4«ertW«tioaj w4 that wt on deloot 
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It,* in certain oases of disease, when there 
i«, o* hat been, do placenta at all. Hera I 
am perfectly at issue with Drs, Ferguson 
and Kennedy, who assume that the aoufilet 
should b« coaaidered aa a teat of pregnancy. 
As subversive of auch dangerous theory, I 
am happy to hare it in my power to inatsuoe 
the following ease, which Ur. MootgtrtWrv, 
Professor of Midwifery to the King and 
Queen’« College of l’hyaioiaus in Ireland, 
did me the favour of taking me to examine 
on the 18th fust., at Sir P. Dunn's Hospital, 
into which the patient, Ellen Corrigan* aged 
40, was udmitted about three tnomba before. 
She had had but oue child, sow twelve years 
old, alter whose birth the catamenia^ con¬ 
tinued regular until about /oar years ago, 
when she was attacked with fever, after 
which they began to exhibit soma irregula¬ 
rity in their quality and the period of recur* 
rence. immediately after the fever* she 
began to an Her frost weakness and sick mss of 
the stomach which (sated, six months, when, 
for the fust time, she observed in the left 
iliac fo*aa a tumour, a jien'a egg is size. 
This tumour repeatedly produced a iancinat* 
ing pain that would frequently dart across 
the abdomen to Ufo&pposito aide, to which, 
with a convulsive effort, she would apply 
the band to arrest aa it were the pain, and 
grasp the tumour that, she fancied, had ahol 
acnw from it* usual uiustiou. The menses, 
she states, continue pretty regular and na¬ 
tural ; the tumour is subject to i^irat variety 
)U siae, am! at present exhibits niauy of 
the characters observable on the abdomen of 
a woman in the seventh month of bur juesr- 
naucy, and indeed the female has often been 
suspected of being pregnant. The right 
lower extremity is frequently more swollen 
tbs* the led, end the veins are described 
to have been 1$ a very enlarged condition. 
Such is the otnte I had to examine for the 
4 ‘ placental souflfet" .oftritkon; and iu the 
right iliac few*! detected, io the presence 
of Ur. Montgomery, au intense and length¬ 
ened murmur, whieb be also heard, and 
winch, when the paticut lay iu the horiton- 
Lal posture, I found to proceed from a point 
near the anterior superior spinous process 
of the ilium, upward and forward, towards 
the mesial line, aa in eases of pregnancy. 
1 then made the patient turn quite on the 
right aide, so aft to teas**, as far «« can be 
dune, the pressure on the loft iliac vessels ; 
yet tine sound could b« beard here, even in 
auch a poature, without bay material change 
iu its character; ao iu hi© manner did 1 
examine the right aide, where the souffiet 
waa invariably more iitfenao than on the 
left. W hen (fee got into the erect posture, 
the murmur continued unaltered on the 
light, but became a little weaker on the left 
aide. It i* unncceaaftry to say that l ex- 
istuad with particular cate this eata, so 


interesting, ei fer as the stetboMipe, at 
least,is oenoaread. 11 was mentioned that 
the right few* extremity waa f« more Swol* 
lea thia the left* and that the murmur on 
the right side was louder then on the left. 
To a reflecting mind may it not appear, 
that iheae two cirotuostaaeea might bear 
the relation of cause and effect to on© tfad 
the same thing—increased pressure on the 
right iliac vessels, and, by a necessary con¬ 
sequence, an obstruction to the free treat* 
mission of blood through them 1 
To an unprejudiced person I would put 
the case thus, if the soufflet in question it 
to be considered an infallible proof of preg¬ 
nancy, itqan exist only where there is dr has 
been a ftU&txta. But! may be permitted to 
hope that the above case, of nearly four 
years’ standing, fully justifies the belief that 
we ban have this murmur when there is no 
placenta. X therefore respectfully submit, 
that we shoald no longer deem it an infalli¬ 
ble teat of utewgvatation. Again ; if the 
murmur depend on the pretence of a pla¬ 
centa, it is only fair to infer, that its inten¬ 
sity, and the extent of surface over which it 
can be heard, ought to be iu proportion to 
the siw of the placenra; but 1 shall show 
that this proportion does not eiist, and 
tferefore the conclusion to which we ought 
to coaie must strike every unbiassed mind. 
First; in the second of the twin cases, which 
I lately laid before the profession, there 
were two pltcent®, each of the ordinary 
sine ; yet 1 could not, by the most minute 
examination, detect, previous to birth, any 
oUeration in the character of tlie aonffiet. 
Again; on the 17lli of September last, a 
female was delivered in the hospital of a 
healthy fetus, whose umbilical chord, of the 
ordiuuij size and length, bifurcated within 
three inches of its termiuation in the pla¬ 
centa, and each branch was inserted into a 
distinct placenta of the usual sue and con¬ 
sistence ; yet, even in this remarkable case, 
there was no uuu&ubI variety observable in 
the nature of the murmur. 'Thirdly, in the 
case where, as 1 mentioned, there was a 
very small and impoverished placenta, Mr. 
Kobiuaoa and 1 detected a loud und length¬ 
ened murmur. 

Having thus far endeavoured, for the sake 
of truth, to combat the ingenious theory of 
Dr. Kennedy, Ollivry, and others, lfeel 
that I cannot, with propriety, decline offer¬ 
ing some observations respecting my own 

n ion about the tUf of the murmur { this 
nil venture to do, and shall take it at n 
particular favour, if I am in error, that my 
mistake should be rectified by some more 
experienced and more intelligent member 
of the profession. In the opinion which 1 
am induced to adopt, 1 have many to agree 
with me j and I own it is to me both flat- 
taring and axwujagiag to find, that my 
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»iew My eoiseides with th*t of » highly 
respectable Istlow of the King tad Queen’s 
CoUtfp of PbyaioiaM in Ireland, my eery 
talented end very estimable friend Dr. 
Clinton. 

[We defer to a subsequent Number tbe 
remainder of Dr. Angle’s observations.— 
Be.L.] 


bvontakxoo* svotcTtou. 


To the Editor of Tbs Lancet. 

Sin,-—I entreat Mr. Cooper to believe 
that I disclaim every-thing resembling a. 
doubt of hie veracity, or disapprobation of 
bis treatment of tbe oases recorded in e late 
number of Tub (.swear. In my observa¬ 
tions on hia cases, 1 purpose nothing more 
then to suggest the necessity of tbe utmost 
caution m following bis eaampie, under pe¬ 
culiar circumstances. With the exception 
of Dra. Kelly and Denman, it hae been ad¬ 
mitted by all writer* on the species of la¬ 
bour incorrectly described at “ spontaneous 
, evolution,” that the popular notion of the 
» arm's retrocession, and the Conversion of] 
| tbe case into a breach presentation, is erro- 
\ neous. Of tbe brat-named gentleman it is 
necessiry toremark that hia belief is merely 
an opinion, apparently unsupported by the 
actual observation of snob cases. Dr. Den¬ 
man thought the arm ascended into the 
uterus} and I believe Mr. Burns of Glas¬ 
gow held the same opinion. This misappre¬ 
hension waa first corrected in this country 
by Dr. Doaglaas of Dublin, who had been 
preceded in the relation of one case by 
: Herder of Weimar. Professor Boer of 
Vienna gives an account of one in which 
the annreceded, but he was not certain tbol ; 
it returned into the uterus: in this instance 
Dr. Gooch believed that the position was 
not of the kind supposed, but that it was 
r a breech presentation with the accidental 
-descent of the hand into the vagina—an 
opinion which i> strengthened by tbe cir¬ 
cumstance of Boer not having frit tbe aide 
of the child previous to the descent of the 
breech. It is stated by Professors D. Da¬ 
vis, Drs. Gooch, Douglass, and Herder, 
and confirmed by other practitioners (among 
whom I offer my humble testimony of two 
examples), that the arm ia protruded from 
the shoulder; the sidg of the (borax is pre*; 
•anting and is protruded through the os 
externum before the breech, which, with 
the lower extremities, follow, and which are 
followed by, the head and the remaining arm. 
Dr. Douglass also mentions that although 
the descent ia laterally until the nates arrive, 

11 there is a twist made about thecentie of 
the curve »t the lumbar vertebra, when 


bo^Jmttocka,-instead of the suba of one of 
them, usi thrown against the perineum, and 
hnmediatefyMfter, the breech issue* forth, 
the upper and back part of it appearing 
first, as if tbe back of tee child had original¬ 
ly formed the convex, and it* belly the con¬ 
cave, sides of the curve.” 

Mr. Cooper's cases are moat remarkable 
exceptions to what, on all the testimony we 
are at present possessed of, is certainly tbe 
general rule; and with the greatest respect 
and diffidence I suggest the inquiry whether 
[lie might not hove witnessed parellela to 
Boer's case 1 If from irritation, fever, and 
all the other first consequences of great ex- 
citeuMut, accompanied by rigidity of tbe 

r ts concerned in tea process, the patient 
suffering, teen Mr. Cooper's would be 
tee indispensable remedies: indeed they 
are not only indicated in such cases, but 
ought ofteoer to precede protracted obstetric 
operations, especially turning, than they do. 
But it may be worth while to inquire how 
often, even with tee advantage of this treat¬ 
ment, it may be good, in cases where tee 
supposed evolution is expected, to consign 
the patient tu the result of time, and the 
effoitsof nature. When tee child is small, 
the pelvis Capacious, the mother in good 
health, and has previously borne children, 
efficient pains may be relied on, and tee ma¬ 
jority of such cases will terminate favour, 
ably without tbe interference of art, and 
with only the loss of the child. Not so. 
however, when the contrary of one, or all, of 
these conditions bqfruud. 

At the time that this variety of difficult 
parturition attracted the attention of tee pro¬ 
fession, instrumental midwifery had sot re¬ 
ceived those valuable accessions whioh it 
since has, especially at the hands of Dr. D. 
Davis: at that time tbe, miscalled, spontane¬ 
ous evolution was l^ked for ae tbe most de¬ 
sirable event-tgmi:,mtsume&ial interven¬ 
tion was regnrati as an evil ©f greater mag¬ 
nitude. Without praam improved means 
of relieving such eases, I presume to think 
teat the inatancea in which the termination 
by the supposed evolution will be preferred, 
are exceedingly few. It should be remem¬ 
bered that tbe children are already dead, or 
their loss is inevitable, and that when all 
hope of changing tee position ia lost, the 
next best thing to be done, is to complete 
| (he process aa speedily as may be consistent 
with Bafety to the soft parts of the mother, 
f The certainty of the ultimate ability of Na¬ 
ture to complete the delivery is not a suffi¬ 
cient reason for coufiding in her; in very 
few cases would she be absolutely incom¬ 
petent to the performance of the task; but < 
it is well known that many may be morn 
safely relieved by-tm than intrusted to lie* 
resources, Buell do 1 conceive are a large 
proportion of tee cases described a* terminal- 
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occur at the full periodof .. ... 

endeavours to alter the position ife fruitless, 
what are the certain evils and probable risks 
to bo incurred previously to tlio birth of the 
child 1 Pint, It# death ; secondly, wry 
considerable, and often Injurious, pressure 
on tko contents of the pelvic oayity ; third¬ 
ly, great diminution and derangement of the 
vital powers, and the probability of their 
ulterior disturbance, if not their entiteeX- 
bauation. What is • more obvious mode, 
or a beitur, of averting these consequences, 
titan delivering the child, which may be 
done by separating the head, when easily 
accessible (which it is not always equally)'; 
or hy perforating the presenting part, a»d 
(if necessary in consequence <rt inordinate 
bulk, eviscerating) fixing a crotchet Ofi the 
■pinai column, and then extracting it With 
the same caution which is required in for¬ 
ceps operations 1 

In offering these opinions I earnestly 
deprecate any imputation of advocating un¬ 
necessary anti mutilating manipulations, and 
hope that should they be commented on by 
any of your correappndcnta, they will do me 
the favour to bear this disclaimer in mind, 
and thus supersede the necessity for my 
vindication being aught else than a justifica¬ 
tion. I am. Sir, 

Yourfaithftd servant, 
Wlt-WAM AVOUSTUS W ALFORD. . 

Since the above communication I 
have, through the kinffbess of Mr. Dote, 
an experienced surgeon of Marchmont 
Street, bed an Opportunity of witnessing a 
ftbfrel variety of labour, usually and incor¬ 
rectly denominated spontaneous evolution, 

1 record it, not so much that it is in itself: 
highly interesting, .but rather that it is an 
additional disp^SfiwMlN^lrilacy, that when 
shoulder presentation* dd-ttot admit of turn 
inp, they frequently tetta'mat# by a apouia 
nentia evolution nf the child/and the case 
becomes contorted intdone of breech or 
foot presentation. v. ■ 

When I saw the patient, she bad been 
in labour some hours; the os uteri was fully I 
dilated, the liquor amnii discharged, and' 
the uterus strongly contracting round the 
body of the child, whose arm protruded from 
the shoulder, while the right side of the 
thorax engaged with the superior aperture of 
the pelvis. As she had borhe several chil¬ 
dren, had n capacious pelvis, was tolerably 
well iu health, and had just entered the 
eighth month of hor pregnancy, it was 
deemed expedient to trust the labour to the 
efforts of nature; the event justified the 
treatment, for the process waa completed 
Within a very short time. 1 did not witness 
its termination, but 1 am indebted to the po- 
Irttheu of Mr, Dor# for the Allowing de< 

fro. 381, 


The firm did not recede j the 
rigtit «de of the thorax came first, with the 
head doubled on the left side; and closely 
[jammed against it? then followed the breech 
1 and inferior extremities/* This case affords 
another proof ef tbeincOTreCtuess of Dr. 
Denmatrs ddctrinccflpofttaneous evolution; 
and also of Dr. Kefiy’a error in asserting the 
resiliency of tbs child’s arm at the tenui- 
astitm Of a pain j for during the abort and 
ineffectual attempt which I made to turn, 
which was rendered fruitl^sby the frequent 
recurrence of ffae'pamn, I W|»fully iiouoed, 
that the positive position of the child waa 
not altered on their subsidence. 

- The ocfurrenpe of this case at the present 
junctor*, occasions a curious speculation in 
my mind, as to the iufluenco of the “ crown- 
— law” on obstetric operations, 


We have lately heard the most atrocious 
slaughter described by a non-medical core- 
nerass mere mishap; and still more re¬ 
cently have seed a verdict, complimenting 
the perpetration of unnecessary and murder¬ 
ous dismemberment: under these circum¬ 
stances it is • very natural inquiry. What 
would he tW direction of a non-medical 
coroner, when ti»e unavoidable lose of total 
life became the subject of inquiry 7 1 shall 
be glad to leant from the advocates of the 
existing system, how a non-medical coroner 
could superintend an investigation where 
the operation of craniotomy or embryotomy 
had been the indispensable condition of 
preserving the more valuable life of the 
mother? 

W. A. W. 


THE LATK DR. NCTTALL. 

To the Editor of Tn a LARCxt. 

Sin,—Having seen a letter published it\ 
T Hr. Lanckt, stating the distress of the 
widow, and family of the late Dr. Xuttall, I 
herewith beg to enclose you one pound; 
ten Shillings of which is from myself, the re¬ 
mainder subscribed by Messrs.'Jeffery and 
Smyth, my pupils. 1’he case, indeed, is a 
deplorable one, and 1 am sure cannot fail of 
exciting the sympathy of the profrstion ;«tul 
depeud upon »t my utmost exertions will bo 
used among my friends and putients for the* 
relief of the unfortunate survivors. Doticve 
mo to remain,. Sir, ; . r-v/ 

Yours, very sincerely,: ; • 

T. A. SVociwt. 
SldmoutU, Dec. 8,1030. - 

%* ftecei*e 4 ll. 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY* 


THE LANCET. 

v Jjmdo «, Sitterday, December 18,1830. 

Hu Royal Highness the Duke of Soasxx 
made hie first appetence in the chair ofj 
the Royal Society on Thursday evening 
last, end it mint be confessed that the royal 
personage presented a very prominent 
figure. He urns splendidly attired ia a 
full court dress, and, its tb« absence s/bril¬ 
liant scientific attainments, was decorated 
with a profusion of brilliant stun. On tsk> 
nig the chair/ his Royal Highness thanked 
the Fellow* u for the honour they find eoo- 
Iseted apon him, by electing him their pre¬ 
sident ; and assured them, that be should 
constantly nee bis best endeavours, not 
only to advance Ike interests of science and 
of the Society (distinct things, certainly), 
bet also of every individual Fellow. His 
bttue (be stated) was at present undergoing 
repair, but m soon as it was in order, it was 
his intention to throw it open, alternately oo 
the forenoons and evenings of Wedneadays, 
for the reception of the Fellows, and alto of 
men of science. This, he treated, would 
suit the convenience of the whole of them; 
for those who could not do him the honour 
of breakfasting with him, might be able to 
attend from half-past eight until eleven at 
sight. If he failed in any particular, be 
hoped they would not attribute it to a want 
of seal in the cause. They would remem¬ 
ber that he waa young in office. Ho 
hoped, however, with the assistance of 
the Council, to give them general satisfac¬ 
tion,”—The fellows appeared highly to 
relish this promising indication of the Royal! 


Right** is evidently of our opinion con¬ 
cerning the Society's abdominal condition, 
•ad, accordingly, means to support whatever 
there is left of a head, by demoting bis 
special attention to the intestines. The 
Duke, whom we really believe to be a very 
worthy man, submitted (out of compliment 
we presume, to those members of the com¬ 
pany of ** shaver* ” to whom he was partly 
indebted for his new dignity), on the 
morning of the day oo which he first at¬ 
tended, to the removal of the sshle orna- 
; meat of bit upper lip ; in a word, his mus¬ 
taches bad yielded to the unrelenting 
edge of the rarer,—but we understand that, 
on this occasion, Mr. Pettigrew did not 
operate. 

Hie Royal Highness, os taking the Chair, 
did not seem very much at ease. In truth, 
from his manner one would suppose that in 
obtaining his present anchorage he l*d 
experienced a somewhat perplexing voyage. 
At ell events, it is possible that the con tern, 
plated chance of a wreck had distuiWd 
the serenity of his mind, for on adtnittiug a 
gvmleman as a fellow, be congratulated 
him on his introduction to the *• Nautical ” * 
Society. 


The following is a correspondent's cor¬ 
rected list of the GtntUmoo who openly 
supported Mr. Herohet at the Isle election. 

. W. F. Chambers, Frit, 
of Coll, of Phys. 

S. if. Christie. 

H. Coddingtoo. 

H. T. Colebrooke. 

J. Corriw. 

J. Camming. 

K. R. DanulL 

J. F. Daniel). 


C. Babbage. 
JF. Baily. 

P. Barlow. 


E. Barnard. 

F. Beaufort, 

C. Bell, Surgeon. 
T. Boll, Surgeon. 
J. Bell. 

J. E, Bicheno, 

I>. Brewster. 

T. JM. Brisbane, 


M. Davy, M.D. 
0. Dollond. 

Duka’s substantial merits. His supporters j * Juckt>t< 

are evidently not deceivedia their man, and 
we fire the Duke every credit for his own 


shrewd discrimination. The Duke, it ap¬ 
pears, well understands, the wants apd 
tastes of those who so strenuously advocated 
lus cause at the late election. His Royal 


B, C. Brodie, Sttrg. J, Ellimson, Fell, of 


K. V. Brntnhetd. 
E. J. Brooke. 

K. Brown. 

M. J. Brunei. 

J. K. Brunei. 

T. Cotton. 


t o It. of Phyt. 

If. Ellis. 

W, H. Fitton, Fell,of 
toll, of Phyt. 

E. Forster. 

J. H. Green, ‘Surg. 


* Query “ sotable.”—jPria. Dm. 
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Gi fl. OrMiboogli. W. Prom, FtO. if 
ILHilltm. (MLtfPtyi. 

G. Hufiejr, T. Rickei. 

W. Henry. JlfJJ. G. Jfeanin. 

H. H«nnel, Apotktco* 3. Rennie. 

rin' Hall. . 0. P. Scroll. 

H. Holland, Fell, of A. Sedgwick. 

CoU.o/Phgg, ft Sheepshanks. 

L. Horner. S. Solly, 

T. Horutield, M.D, K, H. Solly. 

1J. Kater. S. ft. Solly. 

H. B. Ker. W. Somerville, M.D. 

P. V. King. C, Stoke*. 

3. Q. Shuar Lefevre. E. Trough ton. 

J. Liotiley. C. HL. Turner. 

S. A, Lloyd. E. Turner, M.D. 

3 . W. Lubbock. J. Vetch. 

C.Lyef. J. ft. Vivian. 

C. Mackenzie, M.D. ft. W. Vivv*i» 

G. Mantel, Surgeon. N. Wajlicb, M.D. 

H. Mayo, Surgeon. H. Warburton. 


ft. J. Murchison. 
W. Kidiot, M.D. 
VY. II. Pcpya. 


W. Whewejl. 

R. Willis. 

A. L, Wollaston ,M.B. 


There stands before ua « pile of letters, 
all couched in terms of indignation and ab¬ 
horrence, on tl»* subject of the operation* 
performed the other day at St. Bartholo¬ 
mew’s by Mr. Henry Earle. Many cor- 
respondents, who neither sign their names, 
nor giee us any means of knowing who they 
are, demand that we should insert their 
communications. Upon wlmt grounds do 
they require that ter should incur a respon¬ 
sibility from which they themselves are the 
first to shrink T It must be recollected, that, 
on another occasion, the publication of the 
TRUTH, cost ua neatly one thousand 
pounds. But, faithful in the discharge of 
out duty to tin* public, we have ajr«t» pub¬ 
lished like truth,-—that i«, an unimpeachable 
report of wlmt we deemed to have been 

a -, no! there is no choice of 

adjectives here; ——* operation. Mr. 
Earle certainly deserves no lenity at our 
hands, and after the dimensions to which 
ho was reduced in the “overtures’* and 
V professions " affair, in November, 181*9, 
he cannot be a person toward* whom one 


t Reported at page SWOT our Hut Number, 


is disposed to entertain even feeling* of 
resentment. He U too small an objedtio • 
be ye tuned apon tlm tablet of the memory*. 
The details of the opeWtSm* are so painfully 
impressive and characteristic, that a com* 
meatafyupon their paculisritia* could only 
weaken the effect which a mere perusal of 
them must and ought go produce, upon 
the mind of every mu Bible and humane 
person. But we may veutare to inquire, 
en psftatd, whether, if Mr. Earl* bed 
performed inch an operation in the private 
remdenoe of either of the governor*, he 
wodd ever be permitted to 'operate there 
again; and if not, open whit principle 
is Mr. Earls retained in his office in the 
hospital 1 The maladministration of the 
affairs of these institutions has become an 
evil of vast magnitude, and u effectual re¬ 
form cannot, we fe«r, be wholly obtained 
through the pages of a medical journal. 

We cannot dismiss this subject without 
calling the attention of the profession to the 
inquest which was held upon the body of 
(be unfortunate child. It was thus briefly 
reported in The Morning Chronicle of the 
nth inst. 

** Fatal Con juring Tricr.— An inquest 
was held yesterday at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, on the body of Thomas Brady, 
aged seven years. It appeared that the 
deceased and some other boys at school* 
were * playing the conjuror/ which they 
did by putting nails into their ears, and 
pretending to draw them out at the nose. 
A nail was at length forced into the de¬ 
ceased's ear, which penetrated through the 
drum, and lodged in the cavity. The nail 
was ultimately withdrawn at the hospital; 
but the boy became insensible, and expired 
on Monday, from inflammation on the brain. 
—Verdict, * Jccidentai Death.*” 

Thus Die attendance of Hen*t Earl* 
himself was not required by the Wise non- 
medical judge! When, 0 when, will dm 
proceedings of this court bo regulated by 
the sound and just principles of common 
sense ! If Jdnjt Long, the felon, had per¬ 
formed die operation instead of Hrnrv 
Earlb, what would have been the verdict 
of the jury, bad what would have been said 
DD2 
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by the profeisiaal Answer Oat question, 
. reader* , ...y.. ^ 

Aim the shore notice was written, we 
reeeited the following letter, which we 
readily insert, because the writer thinks 
that it contains some palliation of Mr. 
Es *t*’s conduct. No other communkatioii 
in his favour has reached ua. 

To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sin,—I hare just read in the last Num¬ 
ber of your valuable Journal a very partial 
account* of an operation for extracting a nad 
from a boy’s ear, followed by a case of 
strangulated rupture, with some remarks 
made by Mr. In common justice 

to that gentleman, who at all times evinces 
so much candour and openness in his con¬ 
duct toward* the pupils, snd to much seal 
to promote their interests and the eiuse of 
truth, 1 think it right to state, that after the 
operation Mr. Earle expressed himself, as 
nearly ms I can recollect, in these words 
“ I regret that I have ^persevered so long in 
this esse, as I tm now persuaded that what 
1 took for a foreign body, and which afford¬ 
ed so much resistance, was a portion of bare 
bone denuded by the repeated attempts to 
extract the nail, and the suppuration which 
followed. The head of the naH, which 1 did 
extract in fragments, was situated under this 
projecting portion of bare bone. On intro¬ 
ducing my finger at the spelling made by 
Mr. Vincent, I distinctly felt that tbe floor 
of the meatus was destroyed, and thought 
that I could trace the head and body of tbe 
nail, wbicb felt to me curved ; but in this I 
must hare been deceived by the denuded 
slate of the bone, which conveyed tbe im¬ 
pression of a hard foreign body. Having re¬ 
moved the bead of the nail, I was induced 
to persevere, which I now much regret.” 
This, Sir, was the candid acknowledgment 
of Mr. Earle. Compare this with the at¬ 
tempt of Mr.-to deceive tbe pupils 

and bide bis failure, by telling them “ there 
was an hour-glass contraction of the blad¬ 
der ” (vide his case of lithotomy). It is 
Tight to remark, that many attempts had 
been made before M r. Ka rle saw tbe ease, 
who was only consulted because symptom* 
of affection of the brain had commenced. 
With respect to the case of rupture, your 
reporter has omitted to mention that Mr. 
Earls expressly stated be took that oppor¬ 
tunity of impressing on the minds of those 
present the danger of delay. He said he 
was aware be had expressed himself strong¬ 
ly, but ufter witnessing such consequences 
be could not but feet strongly, sad it was for 

* Our report was ttrictlg occuraUr-Ho. L. 


the benefit of those present that he urged 
the danger and impropriety df delay. 

I trust you will admit these few lines, in 
justice to a gentleman wbb*if be has been 
severely just hi commenting on the conduct 
of another, has shown no wish to favour 
himself when in error. Yours, 

A Lotte o» Candour. 

Dec. 16. 


Ecce itenm crispinus ! — Wiluaw 
Basse, Coroner! The following report of 
an inquest which was held under tbe Presi¬ 
dency of this very learned attorney, was 
published in The Tima of Wednesday 
se’nmght. 

" Yesterdnyto inquest was Laid before 
Mr. Baker, at tbe London Hospital, on the 
body of Martin Mf.rtxns, an infant of 14 
months of age, on suspicion of occasioning 
whose death by wilful burning, Elizaiiet u 
Smith, bis late nurse, is now in custody. 
The facte stated yesterday in The Timet , in 
the report for Worship-street, were proved 
at length.” (On turning to the account here 
referred to, we found the following state¬ 
ments.) " Yesterday, Elixabeth Smith, 
about 17 years of age, was charged before 
Mr. Broughton, at Worship-street Police- 
office, with the following unparalleled cruel¬ 
ty to an infant, which tin* occasioned its 
death Ann Merlin, the mother of the in- 
lant, stated that she resided in Qunker- 
street, .Spiral fields. She kept tbe prisoner 
to nurse her child, who was 14 months old, 
as she had occasion to go out to work. On 
Thursday morning lost she went out as usual, 
about 8'o’clock, to her.work, leaving the 
prisoner in care of the infant. About t> 
o’clock at Eight the prisoner came to bet 
and said the child was ill, and requested she 
would come home ; she battened home, and 
found the prisoner's mother ia care of (he 
infant, and who said that her daughter had 
met with an accident with the child. l)pon 
taking the infant in her arms, a moat horrid 
spectacle presented itself,—the flesh was 
entirely burnt off the lower part of the back 
and belly, and the child in the most excru¬ 
ciating torture. She applied such things aa 
she was recommended to use, but tbe next 
morning it got worse, and tbe took it to the 
London Hospital, where every attention was 
paid to it: she wta also allowed to remain 
with it, sad it lingered until Sunday, when 
it expired. The surgeon* and nurses of the 
Hospital had expressed tbeir opinion that 
the child hod been made to sit upon the fire, 
as the clothes which were produced*were not 
even scorched. It was a fine boy, and the 
duly one witness ever reared out of five. 
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The poor womw *u dreadfully affected 
duriafffoe abate narration. The prisoner 
ia her defence said, that the child awoke 
•bout balf-puf 4, uidalie look it out of bed 
immediately, andlteldit oeerthe aches with 
its clothe* up, for u oeoatlonal porpoae: 
there wu a ray large file, which blilterod 
the ileeh, when the child began to scream, 
and she instantly took it away: rinding what 
had happened, ahe took the child to her mo¬ 
ther’*.—Mr. Broughton laid, that the fire 
muu aim hare Uliitered thepriwner'a hand; 
he had no doubt hut the child wu put oh the 
fire a* a punithnieat fur what it had done in 
the bad. lie ahonld remand the priecnrr 
till l'riday, to await the result of the corti- 
ner’a inqueet" After the eboVe fact* had 
hern proved, “ the Coroner tddreued the 
jury, otaerring, tltat from the whole of the 
evidence, it appeared to him that the nurce, 
Eueaemi Smith, had, either to deter the 
infant from again committing aome fault, or 
to puniah it for having ao done, held it to 
the lire, and unfortunately soltmg that it had 
received a fatal injury, but that he could not 
believe the girl intended to teriouily injure 
or deatroy it. That, therefore, if the fury 
coiacideii with him, they would not deem 
Ihemaelvea juatified in returning a verdict of 
murder or tnnnalanghtor, hut one of acciden¬ 
tal death, with aome Centura ou the priaoaer. 
The Jury accordingly returned a verdict of 
’ Accidental death, through the culpable 
ueglect of Ki.tr, iaktii Samii, but whose con¬ 
duct does not atttouut to cu act of crimi¬ 
nality.' " 

At the' late county contact, the imputa¬ 
tion of deficiency in legal knowledge wee 
repeatedly cut ia the teeth of the advocates 
of n medical coroner. At the same time, it 
Wu admitted ii§*t the medical candidate 
had proved himself to be rmt altogether de¬ 
ficient in legal information • hat in the war 
of onmmcnt on the alleged fitness of medi¬ 
cal roea generally for the office, there was 
the unceuing jeer of,—*' Yea; hot a man 
cannot be qualified unless he have a know¬ 
ledge of law.” from motivee which it is 
uuneceuaryto explain, we have refrained 
from criticising the manner in which Mr. 
Banna has hitherto dieeharged the legal 
I duties of hie office, though, we must non- 
feu, that Ilia occasions have nutty times 
bpen almost toe tempting to be resisted. A 
coronet like this, may, we hope, he looked 
upon at a medico-legal ourioaity; a fit 
animal for a niche in a museum, or a cage in 


a menagerie. Itr.Bxm, to be tne, fur¬ 
nished evidence enough at foe election that - 
he wu entirely innocent of being poueaied 
of any very conaidwnble acquaintance with 
foe lews of his country! but, unhappily, 
from the portion in which hpiamow placed, 
lute* trams ignorance of that branch of foe 
law which rehitei to foe duties of coroner, 
is likely to have a baneful effect upon the 
interests of the Inhabitants residing in the 
- tenure district of the county. 1 1 u reilly li¬ 
ra rouble to reflect, that an office of each net 
importance, is font, through foe ignorance 
of lie presiding officer, converted into Ian 
instrument calculated for no other purpose, 
than to extract money from the pockets of 
foe fifoeholdera and other inhabitants of 
Minnfisux, If the report which wohave 
takeu from 2'Ae Times be correct, and of ito 
accuracy we are awqrred by t gentleman 
who happened to he present at the inquest, 
Mr. Haiku it, altogether ignorant of what 
constitutes the Crime of men slaughter in foe 
eye of tbo lew, and we must take upon 
ourselves the arduous and unprofitable duty 
of lecturing him into somo entail degree of 
legal information,—a task which we cer¬ 
tainly should not have undertaken, if the 
work of Mr, Jtnvta on foe duty of coro¬ 
ners were not at hand to support our opi¬ 
nions by the weight of its authority, Sa¬ 
tisfied, then, of foe accuracy of foe report, 
wc hesitate not to inform Mr. Bsstn thet 
CuasnsTit Smith was guilty of manslaugh¬ 
ter, at least; and foe question,—Was slut 
not guilty of murder 1—is one that would 
certainly he answered in the affirmative, by, 
we think, many able lawyers of the day. 

The distinction between murder sad than- 
slaughter ia this: that in the former crime 
there is malice; in the latter, none| but a 
cruel wench, who could expose cn unhappy 
child's nates to the scorching effects of red- 
hot cods, until Mitten had been rained upon 
the skin,* in spits of its Struggles cad ila 

• Tha Rentltman before allatkd tu, wht> w*» pie* 
wot ut the imjtteht, him stated to ui that lf>** l*«* 
little infant 1 * «erat«m «*a swollen as |#4e a* his tot, 
aitd that the part* were most boiridly wrrohed. 
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crier, cm manly he Mid to lure ented 
without, m i di p c. At »U event* we should 
oeyeoMof her. held no euchfdoctrice. If, 
howew*, ihe enow did notemoootto mot' 
dot, Hint, beyond ell question,e cue ofj 
attninngbtrs. end one, toe, which required 
that e vet; eerere punishment ebould he 
visited on the perpetretor. If the firi 
scorched the tUd ie tlye way ef correction, 
even with good intention, it wee man- 
•leughter, This, ef course, ie too utonnd- 
ing e statement to obtain the aseentof hlr. 
lUesc, if it be allowed to teet upon oor is- 
dividual medical authority, We ehell thote- 
fbrainst him to as extract from Jsavte—*u 
authority whmb he will do well to cooeult 
upon ell iequeeu of the leeet importance. 

' If killing be done with * danger *ere 


T«t foUowieg letter on the aubjec*. of 
the alleged improper dieieie et l of petioete 
from St, Bartholomew's Hospital bee hew 
addressed to ue by Mr. Wpoo, the homo 
ewgeoe!— 

IV the Mice */ Tnw hartcir. 

Stir,—I beg leave to offer you e correct 
statement of the eiieuaiatiHioei connected 
with the de|ienore from St. Biriboloutew'e 
Hoepitel of the poor unfriended men, whose 
injur.ee you *o deeply commiserate iu thie 
dey'e number of your Journal. Thie pa¬ 
tient, Whoso nemo was Hugh Fletcher, come 
into the bospitel. on the dlh. of November, 
with a obancra on the prepuce end a large 
aloughieg bubo ia tbe groin. Tbe marked 
and rapid improvements of the symptoms, 
under tbe employment of nipple menus, in- 
duced the aurgeoo to point out tho case to 


I,V.J- i:' - .... - uuueo wie euvgeuu vu poll*, uui uiu case iu 

E*S!£“W*» endanger life, or cluu b $ „ „ e of T„ rt i cu | Br interest. 

*" *2? ^ 'u ‘u* There could be no oueetion about tbe p,o- 

TlHV pnety of keeping sucl,. perfect in bed, but 
Murder; hut.fwith *o m.Uomeoluot hkely J bh 4 nfiD J c otdt.plemedy toMtll8 
to cauM death though improper for corvee-, Jllfi / ( , lt . dl , r ovmt i p im up , 

turn, it will amount to awwtatghfer only. , b - f b KooU % 0 i remain in bed, be bed 
Vetwhere the ect i...mfcwly mumdedfor; ^ ^ £ " H « dep^l^d eccordi.gly, 
ayeed puipuae, end the inetiument need .e,,^„ „, a Iur ' mM . d find 5 ui ^ 
not each ex m ell probebditymuet oecsmou, ^ wbeu ‘,„ *„.» it the next dey. 
in*, due weight should he given to the S|> ^ jt i( , „ 0B Sund , v ,f s 

netyreofUae pravorarfon, «veu *oegh the^,^ dj , wl ;m 

party be burned to greet exeeas. Where «;_ , ■ g ... . 

father, whose son bed been frequently guilty! tb „ ,J Mo „d^bo » „ deemed by the 
meCty^lr^e^lr j '“?*«»"• . h« Wc, to, the etmlf 
it,beet bis eon in the beet of priori with| y^.l'rXtZ. m’.dJmy diwoMo 

VT U'l fe K.* ^ ^ tbe whole of tb. perugrepb fij which the 

hulw.lhwh.chhe ... charged but ^ woteoeoi i. oKSSi* Themed., 
lately demed, although,t wax proved uge.net, M , dlt( , c , p out at 

h.oi, end the sou d.ed, upon which the j' f b cffiSSm ,wS» have 

* ?’ sufterwra recrife lit* bttafjfiu of tliU iusUtu- 

Mr. Htxea will do wollto atore up those' i ,1 " 1 m> “ *®eted within 

, , ! door*, the Iru afflicted without, l^oorau t 

words m hu memory, eeen if he poeeu.s cot. ( , a , i(nlli ofU(u <4Wltri , tbe not.oo, that, 
tliOM idea* by which alone he can estiroite j when they once become inmate*, tWy ooght, 

their tiue vuiue. The liicrali will woo be ; k *f» *° **. com.l4.te1y 

■ . tt*»r msdmiiM* auppouog Uuua to 

pdledi upon to 4ecWe whothor it he chwfly !»dm(t of « coroe But, vtrs each * notion 
from ignorance of Jew, or of medicine, that! »uffe«*d » he cerried into effect, the heneiite 
, of diooc cbaritioi would ho cat»si<?t*r»WT di* 
attoroey-coroaer. ere mom unqu.Med to|^, Wttd> „ drt , 1BOIt ^ lyofautn J^ Kai , 

ntiaqoeate, I greatly oohuged. '1 hetcoeveleewite, who 

can ulluud at oat-door petie.no, should giee 
up their bade to pertenx who ere lahouripg 
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andtt greater suffering and danger than 
themselves, mb only be objected to by those 
*|®****oo selfish to carry their view* be¬ 
yond their own immcdiste tuteresb 
l fibril b« obliged to yo* to permit foie 
latte* to be inserted in your Journal 5 but, 
before concluding it, let me express the 
hope that you will be more careful in future 
of soiling its valuable pages by imputing 
cruelties to a body of men truly humane and 
respectable, and that you will pot so readily 
•hake off your wonted scepticism to give 
implicit confidence to tbe complaint of a 
gang of vagabonds and iugiates, wbp are 
branded with a disease, which to its many 
loathsome qualities is well koowu frequently 
to odd oae, the moat disgusting of all,-—that 
of making its professors conceal and pervert 
truth. 

I remain, Sir, 

Y our obedient sere ant, 

John Wood, 

House Surgeon^ Apartments, 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 

December 11, 18311. 

Mr. Wood doubtless considers that the 
foregoing letter contains an ample refutation 
of the statement which we made last week 
concerning the improper dismissal of the 
patients. We cannot enjoy the satisfaction 
of agreeing with him in opinion., Mr. 
AVoon acknowledges haring said 10 the man, 
that he had better '* walk off” if he could 
fcpt keep in bed. Now the case was one of 
toughing bubo, and the patient, pitiably, 
derived some benefit from taking an occa¬ 
sional turn io tha ; sra*dr 'Ibis might have 
bean in opposition to fc^ftoen’s notions of, 
the action of the cutaitre process, but we 
certainly think that the house-surgeon went 
too far in telling the man that he had heller 
** walk off" for to slight s deviation from his 
orders. Besides. Mr. Wood would not have 
titufaa much to one of the surgeon's patients 
iu private practice, and this should always 
bo the rule of ouuduct for hospital function¬ 
aries. Let the inmates of our public medi¬ 
cal charities bo treated with the same degree 
; of kindness as persons of the highest «ta- 
tion. Who may be visited iu their own 
bouses. The want of veracity met with in 
venereal patients, is a new fact which futare 
pathologists will be grateful to the surgeons 


. Jr 

of BL Barthekimew'a, for their having been 
the d#:sto. Mr. Wood ia eeme- 

what dieplsaaed, find «a»a Wa patients « 
*« set of vagabouda and berates ” If they be 
such # set of vagabonds, „.whjr are they 
damned proper objects of charity and ad¬ 
mitted into tbe hospital t The house-sur¬ 
geon, probably, ia not aware, that before 
patients eve te«$ved isle the foitita- 
tioa, they obtain a petition from rite stew¬ 
ard, which is idriteately signed by a go- 
vernor, representing that the petitioner if 
a proper object of charity/ and tbe pro* 
priety of admitting him into the hospital/ ia 
then left to foe diacretioa of the surgeon. 
When patients have been received' wider 
such circumstances, it is going rather too 
far to designate them as " a set of worth¬ 
iest vagabonds." Again, does not Mr. 
Wooo know that this rnje of petitioning 
is a mere matter of form 1 That foe govern¬ 
ors are only trustees 1 That the funds of the 
hospital are really tbe property of the poor, 
and that the surgeon ia, v*o /arte, the ser¬ 
vant of the poor patients 1 That the trus¬ 
tees are not uncontrollable, and that the 
discretion of the surgeon is not checked 
only because the soundness of his judg¬ 
ment ia not questioned! The surgeons 
ought to kuow, that a poor person labouring 
under distress aud dangerous disease, cun 
at any time procure an order for admission 
from the hands of rite Lord Mayor; an order 
which, under pressing circumstances, his 
lordship would withhold at hie periL III a 
word, tbe hospital belongs to the diseased 
poor, and not to the medical officers who 
pocket such enormous fees for frowning at 
them two or three times a week. . v ‘ 
Upon inquiring of one of the patient* 
who paid us a visit, the reason of hit un¬ 
ceremonious discharge, he answered, with 
peculiar nak'dt, “ Why, Sir, you see, God 
btesa ’e, the surgeons bfivfi gof a turtle 
number of them 'ere gentlemen pupils, who 
pays ’em so tneoh a-heid to see our wounds 
dressed, and to aee us cut about; and when 
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little betfc**;** &.*%#•» «* to *■**..] 
forfradtajMt, bewuw, Sir, yen know, the 
|ty if the . doe tort don’t show 
k W-«MMi v -work. Only totbtr day, right 
afore us in the word, I seed • gentleman 
pupil ]>sy the doctor six or seven sad 1 
twenty pounds. Bleu Sir, the nurtid:' 
soys ss how the doatora^ets tbouasnda and 
thousand^in that Nu&way, and tartenly the 
gentlemen pupils won't pay that *«re money 
if they get nothing- for it. Bad'work's bet' 
ter nor none V t«H,” P■ ■..; *'. 

Shrewd as was this man, • he evidently 
knew Tithing of Lincoln's Ian Field politics. 

la dismissing this subject for the present* 
we mast express a firm hope that those pi? 
lients who mty be reeeired into the hospitsl 
as fit objects of chsrity, win nothin future, be 
dismissed without a proper timely notice. 

la making our observations, wa hare had 
so second purpose to serve, certainly no 
desire to detract from the merits of Mr. i 
Woo©/ whom we believe to be sesloasia 
the discharge of his duties ; but. hospital 
physicians sad surgeons should e ver remem¬ 
ber, that medical science ceases to be of 
value if it be not blended with feelings of 
considerate benevolence. 


DIABETES 1ST HORSES. 

Is I late Nam her of the Journal dt 
Chimie, M. Lststigne gives an account of 
a disease in horses, which lies, for the lost 
three months, been frequently observed by 
the veterinary surgeons of Paris; ila princi - 
pal character appears to be, the evacuation 
of a very tags quantity of nrine, which 
sometimes amounts to about six litres per 
hour. The urine,having been examined by 
M. Lassaigne, was found to be dear, of 
•trsw.ydkw colour, end very little smell ; 
it reddened litmus paper, though bat feebly, 
and not before some time, and consisted of 

Warn?..;.98,0 

Urea, bensonta of potmh, acetate ") 
of potash, acetate of lime, ehlo- >1,5 
rate of sods, and free acetic ecu! j 

Mom...1,5 


It aaeoeltoglydiffiim f*w» urine ofbatdfoy 
home—fim, by its great qusatfty of wotor; 
second, 

and third, the eulfc* jtawimt of oarbonetoa. 
No trace of saccharin* matter wlA ' be dis¬ 
covered in it. '•.* 

niteovaxs o» warns or tua can***. 

W x find it atated in a Cermsu journal, 
that these nerves have been lately diacover- 
ed by Professor Sohkmm of Berlin, accord¬ 
ing to Whom they originate from the super¬ 
ficial branches of the ctliar uertes, and may 
be traced along the sclerotic, and over the 
orbiculus ciliarii towards the cornea, be¬ 
tween which and the sclerotic they pene¬ 
trate, and Itecome imperceptible. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday, Dcttmbtr 4, 18.10. 

Dr. SrEwanr in the Chair. 

niHOLOcr or fxver. 

Dr. SifiuoNu rote and commenced by ob¬ 
serving, that iu compliance with the wishes 
of tiie Committee, he hadieltfOted the patho¬ 
logy**# fever, as the subject to which lie 
should cell the attention of the Society, one 
Which, at any rate, could not fail to'excite 
an interesting discussion. -S- : . 

The nature of fever, from the earimit 
periods of medical science, has been the 
subject of much investigation; vduahle 
hare been the observations which have been 
handed down tie 8*, **d aatattitode of the 
most intelligent lien that •Oriety contains, 
were daily and hourly incransiae our stock 
of information ; still, it sboirit^be candidly 
confessed, thirt however perfect our treat- 
meat of fever has become by practice end 
observation, there is much wanting to ex¬ 
plain satisfactorily the train of pheno¬ 
mena that arise. The two leading charac¬ 
teristics of fever, are generally acknow¬ 
ledged to be, an unusual state of animal 
heat, eud an alteration in the action of cir¬ 
culation; and to this is added, a great de- 
pressioa of the sensorial powers. The first 
is indicated by theiiui** of pulse, the second 
by the Sensation of heat. The question 
naturally wise*, Whit causes produce these 
changes t With regard to heat, the tongs, 
by their inhabit ion of oxygen, generate 
caloric, which remains latent until it is dis¬ 
tributed over the body by tbs circulation of 
the blood, bm this evolution seems muieri- 
ally to depend upon the brsin, the medulla 
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ipNJK Af •neons gteglia, whose 
neuon, m in other parts of the aw. 
***» materially depends upon the equable 
Circulation of the Wood; the state of tl*e 
tnUio h effected by the undue notion of the 
hwrt ftud arteries.' W hstever accelerates the 
circulation of the Wood to the brain, cauae* a 
greater degree of diet ributiou of caloric, and 
produce* excitemeut; thus stimuli, either 
mental or bodily, impart energy to the 
nervous system, and, increase the hem,— 
whilst that which retard* the circulation de> 
ureases mental power, and chills the frame. 
Wine, a* long as arterial acceleration goes 
forward, adds to tha sensorial power, §pd 
imparts heat to the body i hut when verwm* 
retardation takes place, the mind suffer*, 
and cold is also produced. Intermittent 
freer, Dr, Sigmund considered, lo depend 
upon an alternate collapse and excitement 
of the brain, the circulation not imparting 
to the brain its healthy stimulus. There 
was diminished influence of the nervous 
system over the whole body, the result of 
which is the cold stage .—heat, not given 
out to the aurfnee of the body, is accumu¬ 
lated in the internal parts, until a re-action 
is produced by the energy acquired by tl»e 
nervoua system, an excitement which de¬ 
termines the sccnmulaietl heat to the sur¬ 
face of the body,—these alternate actions 
and re-action* give rise to the phenomena 


Wished too, ms foot, that tbs «**» to** 

turn oftsterament fevers m all ctiuotegi* 
precisely ibe same, namely, fourteen days, 
and this corresponds with most scats df*. 
essei which seem to, have a remarkable 
tendency to run th«J| course in that time ; 
whare mtemiittent 5 fe»cr appear* present 
after that period, it courifts but of a ner- 
tou* periodical affection,which ia the re¬ 
sult of the morbid tusceptibilrty contracted, 
fort which ha* not tbe‘ essential character¬ 
istics of the - 

Continued fever! are intbpcrtnatOTy and 
nervous. la the Inflammatdty dractae* de« 
termination of arterial Wood, to the br«da 
and nervous system cause increased heat, 
the quick and full pulse. In the nervous or 
typhoid disease, the retardation of Wood 
takes place,, the brain loses its natural stimu¬ 
lus, sud there is a deficiency of heat; the 
heart has riot power to throw off the Wood 
which is accumulated within it, a venous 
congestion is the consequence. The mere 
unloading the reiss is then not sufficient, 
energy must be imparted to the nervous 
system, and upon ibis the restoration to 
health depend*. Whatever then destroys 
the equilibrium of the circulation, impairs 
the nervous energy, and as nervous power 
is necessary for the due action of circula¬ 
tion, these two functions act and react upon 
each oilier, producing the symptoms which 


of intermittent fever, which am too well form fever. Upon this reasoning depends 
known to need description. The periodical our plan of treatment; in iuftammato'ry/ever 
recurrence of the paroxysm, i* attributable we diminish arterial action, and prevent ita 


to the same general law of the animal eco¬ 
nomy, namely, that organ* perform at stated: 
periods their functions, whether healthy or 
morbid, such as the uterus unloading itself 
at its peculiar period, the stomach perform¬ 
ing its digestion at a. certain time, and on 
definite days, the eruptions go through 
their ©©urNfe?** exanthematous fevers. 
Neither the humoral pidbotosy, nor the 
doctrine 9$; the iemorefthe Wood, nor 
spasm of ib* extreme vessel*, nor the doc 
trine of excitability accumulated sod ex¬ 
hausted, nor inflamed brain, is admitted, 
though the ingenuity and talent which Hip¬ 
pocrates, lloeabaave, Cullen, Brown, and 
Ctaftvrbuek, are universally acknowledged, 
nor here they explained satisfactorily, to us 
, that which we daily see. The system 
which appeared to he the best, was that 
which viewed the connexion between the 
brain ami the vital fluid os so intimately, so 
closely associated one with the other, as to 
produce energy or dobility as thoy set upon 
thoother. Deficient energy of die brain ex¬ 
tending its influence over tho whole body, 
it an evident law of tbs disease ; sod the 
stimulus which the sanguiferous system 
gives to die brain, scorn* «-*aenir*l to restore 
that diminished sensorial power. 

. i YU obsorrittons of M. Stilly have esta- 


influence on the brain and nerves; in ty¬ 
phoid fever we increase the powers of the 
brain and nervous system by stimuli, and 
thus ercite the healthy circulation. 

Dr. Barmy said, that while Dr. Sigmood 
tiad deemed it necessary to enumerate all 
the fathers of medicine in his view* of the 
rival theories of fever, it appeared extreme¬ 
ly strange that the name of Brouwais waa 
entirely neglected ; liroussais, »yhose pecu¬ 
liar doctrines were at the same lime of such 
interest and notoriety, that to pass them 
over, reminded him of the performance of 
Hamlet, in which the purl of the Prince of 
Denmurk was omitted by desire. The same 
remark, he considered, would nearly apply 
to Dr. Sigmond’s silence ou the anatomical 
features of the disease. Ax tu alteration of 
hpstcouftitutiog one of the peeulttrit^s of 
fever, he (Dr. Barry) thought 0v,Stgjsiond 
was wrong in not stating, that lias altera¬ 
tion should ho uh&t e the natural ftigdaid; 
alterations befow tlii* do not constitute frver. 

Dr. Sigmom) repKnd with great good 
humour to Dr. Ban/* principal objections. 
He recapitulated some of kit opinions, and 
in sllusion to the causa of intermittent, 
spoke of the analogous effect* which, in his 
own experiments, be had known to be pro¬ 
duced by the smelling of sulphuretted by* 



immense m a mummy. 
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fiWgMf phenomena «f] 

bparoxyssR of fotenaitteat could be pro¬ 
duced. He did not Agree with Bcouassi*’ 
opinions. ':;: ; ': v .. 

Kntp A^Uflvrd, that many different I 
wiswmfcs were confounded under the form 

S r he sesroely knewany affection which 
t wot be included under the ordinary 
ition applied to this disease. He would 
not call every affection fever in which there 
Were increased heat, pain, and accelerated 
pulse, but he would confine it to instances 
of these phenomena occurring, without any 
organ or set of organa Wing dcterpunaiely 
affected. • „>< 

Ur. A. Thomson t 


6a Ur. Southwood Smith’s treatise on ferer, 
he agreed folly with the circle of morbid 
actions pointed out by that author, 

Ur. Bsaitr apologised for standing up so 
often, but the obsetrations just made in- 
yoI red matters of the must serious momeut. 
In the first place, though he had a high re-'., 
spent for Dr. Smith’* tafouts, and considered 
his hook a perieet specimen of fine profra- 


upou the one, or set up the other as the Al¬ 
coran of ferer practice. 

Mr. Chinnocx declared himself a warm 
disciple of Bxouss&is, He had never known a 
&lsJ case of fever in which, on examination, 
the abdominal appearances, contended for 
by that author, were not detected. He 
might add, that exposure to vegetable mu- 
lam, he beliefed, usually induced an in* 
femmatory affection of the brain or spinal 
chord ; esses of this kind had indeed fallen 
under his own observation, 

Ur. Bucks said, that with respect to the 
dependence of intermittent on malaria, he 
was in possession of rather s curious fact,-- 
be described minutely the topography of a 
small island in the north sea (the name we 
could not hear), oa which there was sot a 
eiugle tree or any vegetation more than i j 


and yet its inhabitants were frequently at¬ 
tacked with intermittent fever. 

The Paxsinr-NT inquired, whether the 
peculiar smell noticed by Ur. Smith, could 
be corroborated by any of the members pre¬ 
sent. J>r, Sigmottd replied, that it existed 
also in i ryaipdbi*. Ur. Barry mentioned so 
extraordinary errcatustUice, for the truth <d 
which ho pledged himself, that he knew an 
individual who could recognise the yellow 
few by ite smell, as exactly as a dog could 
•swat o partridge. (J laugh.) It west 
fort; he had known him enter« street, stop 
Aimo o house, and eay the yellow fever 
W«» bait, guided by his sense ot smell alone. 
(UenGttd laughter,) 

Ur. Antosou opposed the doctriesa of 
Broosansoa the dfiU of bis own vecrotomk 
is the most decided fever*, 


[he bed frequently aseertesued the*b**n i oe*f 
tlm lightest gastro-eoteritic i&ftsawauttoit, 
while, on the contrary, be had examined 
bodies of pejrion* totally free from fe w, in 
which the abdominal mucous membranes 
were extensively engaged. 

Dr. Scumond again replied, and the die- . 
cession was, on th* motion of Ur. Gmvilia 
adjourned to the following meeting. 

& Saturday, December It, 1B30, 

Mr. Cjunnocx fo the Chair. 

Mr. Jews£, related an extraordinary in- 
i Stance of unusual weight of the human ftetue 
a warm eulogium | nt the foil time. The case was communi¬ 
cated to him by an extremely intelligent 
midwife, of whose veracity no doubt could 
be entertained. It was the mother’* fourJi 
child, th« several previous labours having 
been greatly protracted, and all foe children 
still-born j on the pfoaent occasion, the 
midwife being desirous to save foe child’s 
life, administered foe ergot of rye in Urge 
doses, thirty hours after the liquor amnii 


sional writing, yet he could not pin his faith j hod been discharged* end the head descend- 
. 1 -. -* •**'-»- *• - *• od, but had been arrested in it* progress ; 

three hours after for* foe delivery was ac¬ 
complished, end the child weighed fiOlfae.! 

The debate on fever was then resumed, 
and supported with much spirit and ability 
by Drs. Sigmond, Barry, Somerville, Wood, 
Stewart, and Mr. Gilbert Burnet* A paper 
on the pathology of dropsy, by Dr. Wood, 
was announced for tha ensuing evening. 


ROYAL INSTITUTION. 


SXAMIKATIDM «'* AS MJYITUJi MV MW? 

av an. on^***^' 

Os S»(uril»y,-tb, 11th tut, Dr, Gran* 

. »i!U penormwtthe wnttin.tloudfii mummy 

thin .word; it trm twenty mil#, from land, * preedited by Sir iota M.ioolut to lit. 

— J “• ...®~-- 1 Aebtk Soci«'y. The operetta. mm cob. 

ducted ill the Urge lecture-reon, which wu 
crowded by . larg*, .n.mbiyj;., woonyH 
whom we oli»tr.»ii JUrd Ony, .nil own, 
other «.iti«at iudiTiduele. Tlie muiaaty 
... [i laced in it. lice lem ae (b« ocnlr. of 
Uw door, CM tii* htnv.l of Hr. tirurille, 
when the chair w.« taken by the vice- 
pjrr.ident of the Kov.l Institution. 

Dr, Cumut prefaced hi. er.min.tion 
by wot. talrodoetsry end cjphtnetory >e> 
ntttdut, In the ccene of which he epolouiud 
for the une.oid.ble absence of the Duke of 
Suhh, who w* expected to hen pn-eided 
on the ncenmoo. lie noticed et come long th 
tlie .ctaoUlic end teboriou. exertion* of tbo 
Andie Society, to whose tthemlity tho 
piwnt otijwrttmity wee doe, of exemioiof 
another of thoee extraoidiewy mania, ef«. 




IOUMINiTON O! A *tt 

people where wUtwuui vu otherwise more * dwbU *eri« of doth wrappersj the outer 
tnwilio®»l tbia rirtahUahed, remains wfc«& one w*£ i fisneial envelope, and beneath 
bed escaped the ravages of decompaction tbit wee ike consisting of artwel 

for more tbse 3000 years. These investi- baiid»d feetoffvlfor,^w!iieltho bM?y waa 
gntlooa, he continued, were not a mare bandaged in a manure *ldifoi,«a entirely 
matter of idle or uretere eurioekjahat their j to justify Dr. GrebfSfo’t assertion, that the 
reaulti afibrded, at it ware, an epitome of Egyptians were adept* in at least one im- 
tha civil history of that singular people, portaot branch of swgical manipulation. 
They, at the twite time, elucidated tbe re- The turnings were, indeed, beautifully 
lieiouB doctrine*, and showed tbe knowledge suited to tbe form, end inequality of surface 
wlucb the Egyptian* possessed of the fine obviated by compresses appttod with tbe 
nrta of mecbemca, of aurgery, and of chemi- most skilful nicety. The cloth was appa- 
cul processes ; they also proved the feelings really of cotton, of an orpimeht yellow do- 
of veneration with which that singular ns- lour, u>ttib a double blue border, like an 
tioa regarded their dead, and the skill with English rug, each thread being compound of 
which they bad derised means of trew* two twiata, and retaining ita elasticity with 
mitting in their own peraona, to after ages, great petfectiott. Tbe colouring maUer 
monument# as imperishable as tbe moat I)r. Grenville stated to be tauuiu \ and from 
solid structures of architectural art. This tome expet intents we hare instituted ou a 
example Dr. Granville suggested might be portion of the fabric, we hare reason to 
acted on even now in this country, and be believe bis statement to be correct, 
alluded to tbe projected ueeropoU* of Messrs, It waa now foead that the remains were 
Goodman and Watt, drawing* of which were' preserved by the cheap or inferior process; 
exhibited to tbe assembly. namely, by an immersion in buiiiug pitch 

Dr. Grtn*illfl then proceeded to the open* and asphallum, which bad also been inject¬ 
ing of the cases in which the mummy was ed, most probably by thoanua, into the ah- 
deposited j they constated of three locula, domen. The muscles were therefore either 
the outer of which was excavated from a hardened or entirely obliterated in every 
solid block of sycamore, the timber remain- situation.* On further examination, it was 
iog in a stare of tbe most perfect preserve* ascertained, that the mummy was that of a 
tion, scarcely exhibiting a vestige of deoey, male, five feet five inches In height Tbe 
or the action of worms, aud looking almost skull waa in a state of great preservation; 
as if it had issued from the carpenter’s externally it exhibited anything but an in¬ 
bands within the present year. Its upper tellectnal formation, the anterior regions 
auifaoe waa as usual painted and varnished, being hut imperfectly developed, while tbe 
and the part corresponding to the head of posterior were large, and tbe orgau of firm- 
the enclosed body was fashioned into a neas protuberant, and expanded almost to 
well-executed csst, supposed to resemble deformity. 'The general conformation of the 
the held of tbe deceased, and ornamented head, and several other osteolegical pheno- 
with the dress and ueck-lace peculiar to this mens, concurred in determining the class of 
people. The second case was composed of the remains to be the Caucasian and not 
several longitudinol pieces of the same tim- the Ethiopian variety of the human race, 
ber, painted and Moulded at the head in the On removing tba skull-cap, the dura mater 
•am# manner, tad fitjtiagTnto the outer re- was found entire, ita surface traveled 
ceptacha with great exactness but sufficient with blond-injected vessels, as if it were 
freedom, Tba csrpenliy of the entire was austoraicully prepared, its structure retain- 
of the most complete kind, tad the propor- tog its fibrous transparent character, and 
tion# admirably preserved. The third case yielding easily to the knife. A section 
waa now arrived at; this waa formed of five of the dura mater at one side having been 
layers of cottoa-cloth, cemented togr ther performed, the falx and tentorium were seen 
with lime and an astringent matter, mould- in the same perfect and beautiful conditio®, 
ed to the form of the euclosed body, along but not n vestige «/ arachnoid or brain ra¬ 
the back of which it waa divided in its full maitud; on which extraordinary eircum- 
length, and laced in au interrupted suture stance Dr. Granville commented at con- 
by string* of the same material with tbe sidneble length, particularly notiemg the 
cloth, aud which were perfectly elastic and extreme ingenuity of any process which 
free from decay. It appeared at if the tbs brain aud arachnoid could be removed 
layers of cloth had been applied to the body without ut all injuring the dura mater or its 
in tbe moist stale, aud the ease thus wlowed projection*. The dydee of the cranium 
to aocommodau itself to tbe required form, was quite evident, and tire marks of the 
that the body was then submitted to the vestal* on ita interior surface at distinct 

praservstory process, and replaced through .. _ .... -■. ■ ■ ■ ■ — 

the longitudinal aperture, which was theu « A temporary has tatted of adipoerjw having 
finally secured. .... Wesfoond lathis ipocimm; «« •tt*t v fcewtw»r, 

body till OOF Wtiicnled, shrouded in totally <ttnj the reeunwy of »uch a statement. 

* < 7 






4i» THE BEAM'S ACnCfS^MR.mTJli^ tECTUalS- 

win * •rifcftyrtM. Tb« waw^^hiA twMU 

concluded .Imp* Duriof lie dissection, Dr. ■ call tbs habit «f aaaaatiM, «o ietwugtarj 
GimtiUt T« k« WI. Ml pmta. 1 Mww, aeaauw » totatof icUofe 

oniir do ^e mtidta mniia perfectly fl« xi- iWhioV to; apt got rid V *t OM* } ^ 
bto, bet iba internal orgies »r« *lw « * j inunetf- oT m,i» tl« »g*BCy _of 
Uitt of preservation so complete, that tiethe living principle of ofgintc a»UiH)fc, 
disease which terminated the individual’* 
aaiatsucs, may be ascertained; the pro- 
cam of embalming it, bowerer, different iu 
tVnse curs, and in particular, a oouwdercbl* 
ijuiutity of was; matter is found m differ 
ant situations. 


OBBtaVATIOSS OX TUB ACtWB OS TBS 
BEAST, 

I WAS (ml; surprised, in reading orar 
Tbs La serr for October the 2«d, to find 
e gentleman affirming at >ia optdioo, Ural 
tire cause or stimulus which excited tbe 
heart to action, functionally existed in the 
»Ttnpathatico< maximal; that, in fact, both 
tli# causa and effnet are funetionnlly exist¬ 
ing in the same noree. Now I will not beat- 


wbaterer tbe proximate aalius of tbit agsat 
may be ; it ia a part of what I would tarn 
organic itutluot, tt iafitr this nasou that 
w* have aoan as object after it tot been 
moored from the eye. Wattle .tbe action 
, of the retina haa not; yet ccaaadj and for 
the same reason the went, or action, pro- 
dneed by the MUml siimulue of the 
blood tod sot, io tbit axperimeat, quitn 
ceased. I haliers that the ajmpetbeticua 
maxtmoa, by its |an|tia. may bellow aenai- 
bUity and action to Uta heart and iarol no¬ 
tary riscera, different from that poaaeased 
mid bestowed by the perres of common aen- 
satioii. This, togetlier witb uniting parts in 
ympathy, are tlie only oaea wlitcb I con- 
ceire tbe gsoglta can tors; they nrn not 
Urtunr, for they ban* no {dishing- put or 
Wolition, like cerebti. Are they not analo¬ 
gous to the (ail of tha brain, more patticu- 


tate to affirm, that this is contrary to erery- J iarly to the poua rarolii, acting aa a mure 
thing in Nature’s economy of organised’■/ irritubtiUt/ to the beait, but not os a* 
life. The nction itself, and the exciting eukte, bedattso withont tbnt cere- 

cauaa of actioo, du not, 1 believe, exist toge- i bml t>t nerrooa aubatanco which possesses 
tberin say one structure. To excite »ensa-j thought and rohnon, tbs latter bang tbs 
tion in a uerre, there most be «» operating j ®ori»£ atimului to v^nltary muscles . 
cause, notin the nerve, bat applied ia some i -■■?<&+ V. mvoti. 

way to tbe nerve. No nerve contains tbe 
sensation and the exciting cause of the sen¬ 


sation : tbe light is applied to the eye to 
excite iu feasibility—sound to the ear— 
food to tbe nervre of taste, and so forth,— 


ABCfKS AT IT. BAftTUOtOtttW'S, 


To the Editor of The Laxc*t. 

| Si r,—A s an old Hartliolomew pupil, •*£ 
having fresh in mind the V gobies,days ** of 
Hr. Awraetby, and withal having the into*, 
rest of my Mioi^ftodoqja at heart, 1 eaa-- 
pot Teitot writing to J^u, as the abhomr 
•f “ b#taod.corjwr practice^” concerning 
oaeof&e many (hat now exist at >St. liar- 
tltoMMrs. 1 allude to Mr. Stantoy’a too 
, ituro^My 1 feci quite sure that this gen- 
via. the application of the will to "the nerves tleinan?<rt» has always yrafemd himself so 
of those muscles, so there must be the same j uraimly oa tlie subject of forwarding the m- 
for the contraction of Me heart and all other | terests of *tw pupils, will not take arnica t 
involuntary tkmcta,—brie for the altmeu-j word or two of advice 1 now with to gif* 
tary canal (or aom* accidental exciting j him ; I allude more especially to the itib- 
entne) for producing contraction of thejiwts lie has this season selected for his toe- 
heart* If it is true that in Mr. Dobtou’t {lures; sail (he uncooscion able hsste with 
experiment there was no blood for the heart.[ with w hich he has hurried over some of those 
tojtttktmct upon; hut does he forget that 1 which 1 remember were Mr. Abernetby'a 
tb||J»fift #*• Hill working iu • very etimu-l mosMaroufite lectures. 1 may mention, n 
Uti%foreign fluid, the air—oxygen nstUn example of this, the musetos of tlie lower 
In a vfmunm, l believe, (be action of the! extremity, begun and ended by Mr. dtaotoy 
heiri wield rery soon, hut pyobaWv ngfia two toetures. Moreover, nteer surely 
immediicety, hate eeased. i '«t t Miere, jweie subjects brought into a lecture room 
that a* sesttont parte scijuirc a capability mow iU-adspted (at the purpose than those 
containing le&taaoa for a ceitaia time after which have been exhibited ia bur tbcntr* 


ami to produce rriumary inotion, there 
must be a cause .sensorial sensation (i.e. per¬ 
ception), sod action (volitiou), which latter 
acdon is applied to, or sends its influence 
through the processes of (lie base of, the 
brain (the nerves which are conductors of 
it), to those muscles subservieut to the sen- 
aorinm, the voluntary musetos. Now just 
as there must be a stimuiitmg cause for 
those above-mentioned tenutiioiu, and for 
of the voluntary tnuscleS 





BEHBY mEiaMW^PpWIAKIjiltp AfQTHECASXIS. 4 M 


W» mifn—tribym u f»r wlmccfd ig a 

»«i« Km W« bfn pn- 
ohiea from •Migt g»fht tb»l tk» Uarard 
IMIiiAr «m d.BM«ratin., TMi lubint 
abandtiaw, we h*v« u ehlltf of two years old 
•SfailyiMd, on wbtehb* is atirmptfog, 1 nood 
frmttwdy, to exhibit the blood* 
▼fosds, and this to a data wmaiattog of 
newiy 500. Did we pay less, and had we 
fewer promises, we perhaps might b*U- 
doeed to put up witbauch unworthy conduct. 
But paying the liberal sum we do* and with 
Mr. Stanley's warm professions, I feel tore 
you wi» agree with me in the reasonsbledeaa 
oftbs outcry raised against such Conduct**' I 
write this not unknown to msnyofmy fellow 
pupil*, and !, in common With them* Otiall 
indeed feel myself indebted should you either 
by inserting tits letter, or by other means 
sot less eftt dual, remedy ao glaring all evil. 

I remain, Sir, yours* 

A Lovxr or Justice, 


you seem to differ witfa Mr. 
ms'wtotosthat they possessed ft 

prepare medicines according to tbeir - own 
prescriptions prior to the passing of the 
Apothecaries* Act) and moreover, that these 
privileges were granted them in the " saving 
righu” of that apt Hew titers to one 
question which l hope you will answer in 
your next N umber; Can « physician pre¬ 
pare his own medictnes out of London, that 
18. sey-wbere in the country-!? For you say 
yoamlf, '* In a Word, neither a fmtow of 
the London College of Physwrans, nor a 
graduate of the University of Edinburgh, 
can follow the hiiafoea* of an apqfhawpnr 
avowedly as an apothecary in ihit town. 
fly your merely mentioning '* this town/* 
therefore, it would appear that they «m 
exercise the art of an apothecary any-where 

but there. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

An Earnest Inquire*. 1 ^ 


nxunv mriRMsar. I 

TV /A* Editor of Tvt Laucxt. 

St a,—-Year Lavcxt of last week contains 
another of " Reporter V false accusations 
against Ur. Baker; happily, however, for 
the persecuted and unjustly condemned, (he; 
governors view with disgust the motives 
that are well known to have prompted 
** Reporter” to pat forth so false and mali¬ 
cious a charge against one of their officers. 


M Ttieir belter wonts al>W » liar’t part: 

Wise are their voices, entile are their hearts.” 

Would l could say the same of this detest¬ 
able eaUimuiator. 

As 1 hear that a gentleman is already en 
gaged to ft i m e ri ey this v Reporter’#,” oi 
rather “ SpatoiV* assertions, 1 shall de¬ 
sist Item ftodbling you farther. 

I am. Sir* your obedient servant, 
v Hkkny Giswaaxf 

Grass Lane* Derby, Dec. 13ib, 1854 

%• Wo to|tot this note from SfcC Gis¬ 
borne, but that gentleman himself must 
admit, (hat it does not refute a single state¬ 
ment which baa been made by our respect* 
able correspondent’* " Reporter.”—to. L. 


TRACTical rights ov Tnvsiciaws AXD 

APOTUECAIUSS* 

To ike Editor of Tv * U hcet. 
8wt,—I Have juat received Tub LsKcrr 
fS» tbs SOlh. and therein 1 find tbit when 
•peaking of the privilege* ot phyaiwaaSi 


*** Physicians did enjoy the right of pre¬ 
paring their own prescriptions before the 
Apothecaries’ Act was passed, but that right 
was sot preserved to them in the saving 
clausa of the Act.—En. L. 

A physician cannot practise *4 an apothe¬ 
cary, either in or out of London, unless he 
be a licentiate ef the Apothecaries’ Com¬ 
pany—L d. L. 


ST, BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


FUNGUS flf.MATODKS—PROTBIRTV OF 
OPERATING. 

Clinical Remarks* — Monday, Dec. tSlh. 

Mr. Lawrence,—T he tumour which ia 
here submitted to your observation, woa 
taken from the thigh of a gentleman on 
Saturday last. The case possesses much inte¬ 
rest, indeed 1 think I may say it is unique, 
for I have never either seen or heard of 
one similar in its results; and since the 
knowledge of the facts may prove useful to 
you in practice, 1 think it worth while to 


* An “ rrtrntit Inquirer ’"—la <mr correspondent's 
extreme anxiety, be forgot to pay theMgotfage of 
bis letter, which awnuntnd to one witHinr and 
three-pvtnr. It Rtre* tin pteasare. Stall tiaw, t«» 
a Hard to querists whatever fofonnatieu we may 
happen to possess respecting any subject on which 
they may lie desirous of obtaining information. Mid 
in common fairness w» oaght to be excused Horn 
the payment of postage. The tax of postage, bus 
of late become so exceedingly burdensome, that wo 
bat e been compelled, iu ofor own defenco, tnresoke 
that no tetter* hi future Shall be taken from the 
postman, uoleu they are postage h** 1 - The 
amount of pottos* in one week fur tmj/aid letters, 
hot exoeetted thirty shilling*.—El*. V. 





«4 MU. LAWRKNCE ON JUNGBS HSMATODES. 


«U ywt itmitn Xo tin U»toi? of tin 

ctM. •: 

The gentleman from whom limb tkit to- 
n(tw wpa •xtmcled, bad another tumour of 
rapid formation in the thigh about eleven 
year* ago, when he waa near twenty seven 
years of age. The test of the diseased 
atraetore waa the anterior and inferior 
pari of the thigh, and m the apace of a few 
months it attained a very considerable aiae. 
This and den increase induced him to apply 
for medical advice. Mid he ooiisulted a sur¬ 
geon who told hint it waa quite necessary 
that amputation of the limb should be resort* 
ed to. In compliance with the advice thus 
received, the patient, who lived in the coun- 
try, came to London, and prepared himself 
for the operation. The surgeon waa punc¬ 
tual to the time appointed for operating, but 
when lie had mode n thorough examination 
of the tumour, be found the disease to be of 
so mulignant a character (bat he considered 
it beat not to proceed with the operation. 
Accordingly be made bis excuses to the pa- 
tient, and represented to him that he was 
anxious, before any-lbtng decisive waa done 
in the matter, to have the benefit of further 
surgical advice, and the beat opinions upon 
the expediency or non-expediency of ampu¬ 
tating the limb. In consequence of ibis 
resolution tone of the first medical men in 
the metropolis were called in to tbe consul¬ 
tation, and tbe patient waa seen by Sir E. 
Home, Mr. Cline, Sir Aailey Cooper, aud Mr. 
Abernathy, all of whom, looking upon it as a 
case of malignant fungus hawatodea, express¬ 
ed themsehres againat the operation, saying 
there was not tin- nl:^T*fe>at chtnee of Unices*. 
After thi* the gentlrman r.-turned to his 
residence, aud upon vie wing the various 
bearings of the matter, it seemed to him 
that he was sent back into the country to 
die. Under this feeling be thought whether 
be might not derive some assistance or con¬ 
solation from additional advice, and he de¬ 
termined to take the opinions of two other 
Surgeons. He taw a very experienced stir- 
on, who bad not been of the former num- 
<7 aud myself. We visited the patient 
together, and that waa the first occasion 
ujkto which I w»toeased the state of the pa¬ 
tient. At that time there was a tumour, 
about the toe of the palm of my hand, situ¬ 
ated just above the knee, and this had a soft 
feel and ared colour, having attained its mag¬ 
nitude in the apse* of two months, lies!dee 
thietumour, there waa one over tbe eye* 
btowoh the right side, there w»« another 
M*rtfc*h«;k of the pelvis,end a third situated 
4»ik* hmbir r*einn. Tii.ro w*n- •!*> lo 
b*'!fWtWn,ath dir ,kio mtmbFrtoM Ittite 
w it tlwr, i.AtJ bn* Matter,d under 
it .quality aTbed. of noil, or .[.lit bean, 
i* Met nn atrobbt, jour buil nret th« 
urfwe M tb. body you apmesod tbttpe- 


m a 

baa called /' fttficrcuftdwjl atreama.** The 
paticht was in a very emaciated condition, 
and experienced pain of i moat acute Cha¬ 
racter. ' '' 

Upon the treatment to be adopted it hap¬ 
pened that the other surgeon and myself did 
Wot agree. When t considered the malig¬ 
nant character of the complaint, the way m 
which jit seemed to pretail throughout the 
frante, and when I reflected on the liltfli- 
hood that the tnteniai organa participated in 
the disorder, which ia (bund to be the case 
in the majority of instances, I was led to 
give up all hopes of a favourable termina¬ 
tion. The gentleman who was consulted 
whh me was older than myself, and as we 
differed in our opinions* we aent them in 
separately, desiring the patient to consider 
Well the subject, and wishing to hear further 
from him. He did consider tbe subject, and 
the result Of bis deliberation was, that he 
sent for the surgeon who had recommended 
amputation, and bad the limb removed by 
him verv high up. He recovered; he was 
soon refea*ed from the urgent symptom*, 
pain and loss of appetite, and was rapidly 
relieved iu consequence, to (list in the end 
lie regained his health, la s few years 
after* however, the tumour over the eyebrow 
became vary troublesome, aud on the in¬ 
crease of the evil it waa removed, and it 
the aatne time n part of the aupra-orbitai 
uerve wm cutout together with the tumour. 

In the month of December, Ifltd, the pa- 
tient had one on hi* forearm which ajicodily 
increased, and was attended by attack* of 
excessive pain, extending above and below 
tbe tumour, end to aur.U a degree iliat It 
became almost unbearable. Upon removal 
l found that the disease waa connected with 
the branch of the nerve whlofc over 

the back of thehadd-' 

About six weeks arose his attention wit 
first called to the existence Of tbe tumour 
which you now see on the plate. He bad 
uot been aware of the growth of this till he 
experienced repeated violent and lancinat¬ 
ing ftaina. It wa* obvious tbtt the plan to 
adopt was to operate, and aeoordiugiy f ex¬ 
tirpated it lsst Saturday. In the removing 
of the tumour it appeared to be continued 
upward* towards tbe tuberosity of the is¬ 
chium. 1 round,on cutting into the struc¬ 
ture, att oral ehreumacrihed substance which 
had the feel of cartilage, end presented the 
character of aebirru*. resembling that dis¬ 
ease is it appear* when it exists in the fe¬ 
male breast. The part which was continued 
to the tuberosity of the Ischium, was only 
indurated, and waa the portion which bad 
hees left after tbe former operation. Here 
you ere that having no cottoexion with the 
muscular fibres, tbs taster seems to hi 
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altogetheriw*growth,—the deposition of 
something which did not originally enter 
into the composition of the port. The case 
it y«ry interesting ia a practical point of 
view, al it may serve to show as that we 
most not loi-k upon ail the morbid growths 
which occur iu many parts of the body, as 
too malignant to Tender our interference of J 
any avail; they are not always to be regard* 
ed in that light, since it is evident from the 
facts stated, that life may be prolonged fair 
a considerable number of years. In tim in¬ 
dividual before mentioned; we see that the 
affection has already existed eleven years; 
end from the support already given to tipi* 
patient, we may be led not to determine 
that, because tbe disease is of a malignant 
nature, the case, is therefore hopeless, and 
nothing can be dost for its relief. 

In our report of tbe case of hernia in tie 
last Number, we promised to relate its pro- 
grew and termination. Tie man died dur¬ 
ing the nigbt of Wednesday, add on com lug 
to the hospital about eleven o'clock on 
Thursday, we were surprised to learn that 
th« post-mortem examination bad been al¬ 
ready concluded. The reasons for this haste 
wo do not exactly comprehend, but, ifwe 
recollect rightly, the prospectuses for the 
school anuounce, Morbid inspection*, cs 
opportuuites ocour, at ene o’clock” Poor 
pupils 1 

During tbe short period that elapsed be¬ 
tween the date of our last report and the pa- 
tieut’s decease, nothing occurred particu¬ 
larly worthy ol notice ; the usual treatment 
was adopted. 

Tuesday, December 14th. 


,fe srrim.mc mins. 

Joi* "" iBto 

Luke’s WaWpOft uid 22d of November, 
under the cats of Mr. V in* eat. 

Tim vessels of the <Softjuafit»Ts and scle¬ 
rotica were miuutdly iojected, those of the 
sclerotica exhibiting the usual pink colour; 
the cornea was Wy. the iris was of a dark- 
brown colour, peered, thickened, and red 
vessels ware *e*n on its anterior suriaoe. 
The pupil was dilated rather more than is 
natural in a sound eye, retaining its central 
position, and its margin was but slightly 
irregular. Inwards tlta external ounthus, a 
tubercle of brownish yellow lymph wsi seen 
on tbe pupillary margin of the irisw 1ft ibis 
situation the »ri* was connected to the cap¬ 
sule of die lens by a pretty thick hand of 
lymph, which appeared organised. Vision 
was very imperteou Thews was not much 
intolerance of light, and during the day his 
eye was tolerably free from pain. At night 
be was nntWe to sleep, hi consequence of 
very severe peltift the eyebrow, ettdlsft* 


cinating pains, which extended throogh the 
[Orbit towards the brain. There Was s scaly 
eruption nf a pale copp#t»e over the chest 
and stms. Bowsto constipated j long** 
te j pulse foil and'strong. 

_ie states that he has bad ft bad eye ft 
week, hat has done nothing for it; be bed 
a chancre three monlhe since, which healed 
u^er the influence of mercury} the sound 
iris is of a dark-grey colour. 

Ordered to have Jxxiv of Mood token 
from his arm; to take an active dote of 
calomel and jalap, and after the bowel* hare 
been well opeptd, to take a gfnin of emetic 
tartar every second hoar in an ounce of cin¬ 
namon water. Apply the ext. belladonna to 
the brow every night. 

Z3. He experienced no relief from this 
bleeding; his bowels were freely purged 1 ; 
the antimony produced no sickness or nau¬ 
sea ; tbe eye appears precisely the same. 
Tim belladonna was applied, but tbe pupil is 
not more dilated tliaft yesterday. Continue 
tit* ant. tart, and belladonna. 

£4. The inflammation of the conjunctiva 
is much leas; he suffers rather more pain at 
night in the brow; be has not slept by night 
rinee bis admission; bowels open ; tongue 
clean ; pulse rather full. To continue f tha 
emetic tart,, and take three grains of calo¬ 
mel attd a quarter of a grain of opium every 
four hours. 

*5. After our visit yesterday the eye be¬ 
came very painful, and the vascularity of 
the conjunctiva was rery much increased. 
The house surgeon, Mr. Wyatt, very judi¬ 
ciously bled him to Jxx, and ordered twelve 
leeches to be applied as close to the eye ft* 
possible.’ Tbe patient says he experienced 
very groat relief from the VS., and slept 
well sil night. There is not much inflam¬ 
mation of the conjunctiva or sclerotica, and 
the red vessels cannot now be seen in the 
iris. Me says he fuels perfectly easy. Con¬ 
tinue cal. a»:d opium. 

2ri. Had no pain in the eye, and slept well 
all last night; about half the lymph that 
was observed on the iris is absorbed * 
cornea is much clearer; the belladonna has 
been applied every nigbt, but the pupil is 
not more dilated than it was on his ad¬ 
mission; mouth sligluiy sore. Continue 
ext. belladonna, and take the calomel and 
opium every six hours. 

28. The eye ia touch better; veryKtile 
vascularity remains , the tubercle of/ lymph 
bas been absorbed; the pupil ia mow di¬ 
lated, and the baud of lymph which re¬ 
strained the motions of the iris appears 
elongated, attenuated,and transparent. The 
cornea is perfectly transparent, aftl hi* 
vision is nearly restored ; mouth not much 
sorer. Continue the balladouna, sod tbe 
calomel and opium. * 

Deo. U The fty« tppssra perfectly wofl. 
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TUMOCfiOF TS* NECK.—NOVEL EAR. 


and Titian ialufcroving ibnt. The pupil it 
now vary muolMSitted; rite adheaion ra tb- 
■otrbed i Ihtjelslika ttsumtd in natural 
eotow ; the eruption on tlx akin Um dit. 
appeared', mouth mit little now. _&n- 
tirum-the calomel nod opleut, and kon- 


HOTEL-DIED. 


oumstsocei, tlieoaly method of tnrawmtiny 
li*. Operation appeared to oouaiat i# llie 
application bf.fte ligature) this waa at- 
notdiniji; resorted to, but it wee not helore 
three ligatures hod been placed round the 
pedicle, tbet. the hcvornttpr pertiooierljr 
that 6mn the Mine, w» arrowed. About 
ehne pints of Hoed were mit during the 
Operation. Tim patient bad t digbt St of 
syncope, from which, however, be anon 
Hoovered, by the aspersion of cold water. 
Ia the coorte of the dev ha wse iskeu with 
eickneta turd vomited repeatedly. Towards 
the evening thin symptom disappeared, and 
be teemed 10 'be pretty weH fill near aton¬ 
ing, when be wet auddsuty teuted with cau- 
vuliioci, and died, eighteen bourn after the 
operation. 

Ob examination, tbe tumour waa found to 
It originated 


neno-ctunaa Trusova pr nix pick. 

C-—* ratal, i*. of a nod conatilutioa, 
waa admitted at the end of Oetober; bebtd 
from bis infancy been effected with. tumour 
of the neck, which bed eeeruuaDy attained 
tbeeiaeof achiJd'e bead} it occupied the 
left tide of tbe neck, waa of great contra!- 

enou, though inn from pain, and teemed to, bo Of fibre cellular texture, 
be Attached *y a pedicle. The pulaatioea of; from the left pert of tbe thyroid gland, end 

oLw'jeaeMia j —. _e. fata libLauJ ! tie.l akubainla, itiuxaurl area t kn tpnoiien w*llioK 


thectrotld we?# distinctly Mt behiad, a* 
akowere those of the upper and lowerfhy- 
rmd srtertea above and below, the tumour $ 
tbe integuments were not discoloured; Die 
veins mere much enlarged, tod one of them 
in particular, which was enormously die- 
tended, rad over tbo tumour iu an oblique 
direction, from below upwarda, and from 
tbOOuter, towards tbe inner aide, no that it 
would bare b^en impossible to make any 
incision into the tomour without diodiug 


bad strongly pressed on U» trachea, which 
had in consequeuce become flattened. Ths 
carotid, jugular reins, and thyroid arteries, 
had not been wounded during the opera- 
tiouw—/dflne. fhtttf* 


tutroasuTiow b* «ts *a». 

A female, *36 years or age, of a good con * 
atitution, and mother of four children, fell 


thr avaln. M. Pupuytxeu bewtstod whether dafiag ^ ,*.*.**, fifth pw( ,. 

tumour. Herecollectedtb«oaae<rfayooug!"J! ,,l f , ^” <1 . ,tn ‘ cl1 »Moad»o» ‘>>a edge 
female, on whom tbpoxtirMtimoi'uaimlar|^ e ' ' I ^"'°' ei m o,'^aettia , S“ t b« 

HfJ I cWH roach leat'thaA before. Alter 

trotluction iof air’inSttie larger rein., andu* ^ 1 * TnTorembVr b »8»*abu*WH*di‘ 
into .be bam. au oeeumuceibioh baa .Uo ^ 

been obrarved by MU,Grnfa ond Cleroot,;kft^^be* 
of Rochefort. 'However, ea tbe gradual ; t!?* 1 " 

st. ^ 

” : th * aoilfmHi »u'd and cun- 

tin °‘ 111 'chert toward, the Mae. 

--T i f r - y i . ? T , o' ! 1 * 2 ! I where li terminated. The meatua exterunu 
Vein, which ought be opened.^ Ihc op«.-, M *e» *»w 

ouroosinsu... In 18*9 tbe 
beakb, t»d beard quite 


ber in tbe following manner —An aaaiatant 

incision was made through the skin and 1 vwanwww. 


>e opened, ihe opera- , 

tien was performed on the SSnd of Novw i fouf | tn ,i cu | #r 


child was in i 


platytmamvoidea, and tbe tumour thna laid 
bare in its'wheje Irn^ih.; it was then die* 
aectad off, until completely isolated, from 
the aurrouading parts, ai*d sdheriug only by 
its pedieb, which, bowerer, contrary to e*» 
peeutif.n, wns found so tatge, that the idea 
of ditidiog it most be entirely abandoned. 
An lueiaion was accordingly made into the 
amse or' ih« tumour, in order'to evacuate the 
;J fluid which M. Dupuytreu tltbugfat he felt 
Tide priced, howetpr, to be e; 
dseeptio*!, for a small quautity of blood only! 
imaed from the ground. Udder these cii- 


UTKKAKY IMTSCLIOme. 

hlr. 3»*v Smith, Imectorer on Anatomy 
and Surgery, is praimriug for publinatiou, 
Practical Ubacr.atiom on tbe Nutur,, Cure, 
and Prevention nf Consumption, in ill do- 
veloped and indtpient formal where!# 
Counter-irritation (with tha manner bow, 
wbnn.asd tire region Is which such a rt. 
medial agent it practicable,tafe, tad eftce- 
eu>n»); r iu halation of varioua Substaocea,anA 
! Climate, will b« carefully examinod. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

m»CTIC*l COHKMT4PHU os 

DR. CHRlSnSON'S PROCESSES 
»« ■■ 

DETECTING POISONS, 

StSSCSSY A»D m VttMaSTlOSS. 

The extreme excellence ef Dr. Chris* 
tiMn't directions for the detection of the 
awu important mbstauce included in this 
dm, tii., the corrosive sublimate, or hi* 
chloride of mercury. renders it timostiume- 
ceecery fat ue to offer coy obserestioni, io 
addition to the subjoined extracts, reepect- 
tbi> poiroo individually, We msy remark 
tint one of our coatratpornries, in t review 
of Dr. Chrietison’s treatise, written eery 
eopn niter that work appeared, compliment* 
ed ihfl author especiully on the originality 
of that proeoss we ere about to nonce. In 
tbfa, bowem. tb* retiewer feil into a re- 
muknhU AtiVmncettiehrst hnneh of the 
prone** belong* to Orflt, and the second to 
1M*. ctyled ibe Giber 

of EngHelmedic*!jurisprudence. Still Dr. 
Chriittion is not the lea entitled to our 
praise, though hit unfit ie, in tbit inetance, 
Oft different kind to that which the reviewer 
attributed to him,—contietiog, in the first 
piece, of discarding the valueless part of 
Orflla'e method, ami eeeooilly, of the great 
manipulatory improvement* adapted in the 
tue of the proto-chloride of tin uorigittally 
recommended by Dr, Male, 

The genatel pmpertiea, whether phymcal, 
Chemical, or medicinal, of the nriotu mer¬ 
curial preparation*, an ao well reoognined 
by every intelligent practitioner, that it it 
entirely needleu for ue to dwell upon them 
hen. Dr. ChntiMu’e treatim *htiuld in* 
No. $81. 


dead he coneulted hy.eeery one who wiehod 
to become minutely *ud intimately cooeer- 
*aot with mercury nod it* compound*, for 
in no other work trill these be found eonan* 
terly n description of it* various prepare* 
tios* m to" the chemical dieiaion of tb* 
chapter in which he treats of thin luhject. 

We proceed to quote hi* direction* for t'i« 
detection of the eormtive tublimate. It will 
be oheerred that they refer to this individual 
poieon tinea, and remedy apply to any of dm 
other toluldn mercurial compowiHl*. 

“ On the whole, th| following plan baa 
appeared to me the moat aimple tod moet 
generally oppliceblo. It ia a double process, 
of which sometime* the Smt part, *omttimet 
the aecood, eometimea both, may he re¬ 
quired. Th* first remove* the corrosive 
sublimate undecumposed from Ihemixum, 
which mey be ecoomplmhed when its pre- 
portion it not minute: the second, when 
the proportion of eorrouve sublimate i* too 
small to admit of being,so removed, eepn- 
raies from the mixture metallic mercury; 
and the inalyat will know which of the two 
to employ by using the protochloride of tin 
as s trial-test in the following manner:—A 
fluid mixture being in the flat inetance 
made, if ueeessnry, by dividing ait soft aoiida 
into emrit fragments, and boiling the mint 
in distilled water, a email pottioa is to be 
Altered for tbe uiaL If the protoohloride 
of tin causes a pretty deep ash-gray or 
grayish-black colour, the Aral proceiawtll 
probably he euccelafid; if the ehade acquir¬ 
ed is not deep, that proceat may be nrgleot- 
ed, end tin second put ia practice at ouce.” 

The pretochloride of tin, it it hen ueese- 
aary to shite, is prepared by hotting etrong 
muriatic teid on tin powder, HU dm nuts) 
centre to he diswtved; ibetiquid chould 
then he carefully preaeread in a closely 
etoppered bottle. It ahauM hn remembered 
that the analyst ehould always prepare this 
test himself, nines it is seldom, we might 
almost say never, acid of the requisite de¬ 
gree of purity id the shops Its mods of 
EE 






418 } DR. GHRISTISON'S PROCESSES, 


actios with tlw «6ltttioo of bi-chloride of 
mercury is simple; it proceeds from tiro 
•troof lttrsctioo which the proto-chloride of 
tin manifests fee additional quantities of 
chlorine, by arirtae of which it first re* 
movse oM atom of chlorine .from tbecwro- 
sire sublimate, reducing it 10 the condition 
of calomel, or the pietochloride of mercury ; 
sad this it again deprives of its one remain¬ 
ing stom of chlorine, metallic mercury being 
precipitated in the form of s dark, minutely 
divided, powder* 

" First Branch of the Process .—In order 
to remove the corrosive sublimate undecora- 
posed, the mixture, without filtration, is to 
be agitated for s few minutes with about a 
fourth part of its tetania of sulfuric ether, 
whrcb possessea the property or abstracting 
the silt from its aqueous solution* Oh re* 
raainiog at rest for half a minute ,or a little 
more, the etherisbsolution rises to the sur¬ 
face, and may then be removed. It is next 
to be filtered if requisite, evaporated to dry- 
area, and the residue treated with boiling 
■water, upon which a sotutfon is procured 
that wia present the properties formerly 
mentioned as belonging to corroeire subli¬ 
mate in its dissolved state.” 

A long phial is the best instrument for the 
performance of this experiment, and m order 
to prevent the evaporation of the ether, the 
phial should be corked during the agitation. 
The removal may then be accomplished by a 
suction tube (or if this cannot be obtained, 
by quilb.connected together as before de¬ 
scribed), and the evaporation completed oo 
-a porcelain capsule, or a china atucer. The 
residuum shculd then be rrdissolved, and a 
drop or two placed on each of foor watch 
crystals. A minute drop of a pure solution 
of the bydriodate of potash is to he applied 
to the first, when a precipitate takes place, 
usually yellow at first, and then becoming 
a cannina red ; lime water is to be added to 
the seeped, when a brick-red precipitate, 
the hydrated rad oxide of mercury, is thrown 
down. The third should be treated with 
emmoofa, which east*** a white precipitate, 
the triple pvotoehlorid* of mercury and am- 
munis. Prttochbrid* of tin is then to be 
added to the fourth, when a precipitate is 
.deposited, at first while, and then becoming 
wdnvkrfrvy. 

. ftMtiy, the fluid remaining in the cep- 
safe, is te be qitmted with the proto- 
ctMds of tie, the precipitate dried, cob 

footod, stft boated is • smi&gUsa-udK, 


when mercurial globules ire immediately 
prwnni 

Tliepreceding to in epitome of the ofcaer- 
ration of Dr. Chrittiton to hit ootico of 
the pfepertiM of pure .olutiueocf the corro- 
•i»e wbliin4e, inoiiCe4.hj' <pra«toea eofcr 
oa the aaoipulotioa to coewnied. We now 
proceed to the oecood brooch of Dr. Chrio- 
tioOa'o proooao, die necemity for which wo 
mey et»u, hriefy, to orioe from the circimi- 
etence th« carrorire onhlimote to decern- 
potedbymuy .oft ooimal etjiito ud oolu- 
tioos, hy tlbooMo, for example, the bi¬ 
chloride being reduced to the eooditioa of 
eotomel, whioh to no longer eetoble in eiher 
or water, 

“ Sectmi Hrmick o//*e /Vecc« —If t 1 * 5 
preceding method ehouldtoil. oreh»llh«»c 
been judged *r.appH«»hle, the mixture is to 
be treated in the fallowing mofloer:— In the 
first place, all [(articles of seeds, leaves, and 
other fibrous matter of a vegetable nature, 
are iob# rbmoved as carefollf «s possible. 
This being done, tiro mixture, without un¬ 
dergoing filtration, is to be treated with pro* 
Lochloride of tip, as tong M »»y precipitate 
or consul urn » formed. This precipitate, 
even if it contains but a very minute pro- 
portion of mercury, will ha« a alata-gre y 
tint; it is to be ooileeted, washed, end 
drained on a filter, from which it is then to 
be remorod without being dried, sad care 
should be taken not to tear away with it 
sny fibres of the paper, a* these would ob¬ 
struct the succeeding operations. The mer¬ 
cury exists in it in the metallic aisleMfof 
reasons formerly rom nonet). The po**fpi* 
tale is next to be boiled in •* modgfotidjr 
strong solution‘of caustic.potass, 
in a srlans flask, or ft Smooth 

porcelain tease* gHued with porcelain ; feud 
the ebullition is to be Continued aHi all the 
lamps disappear. The asiara* Sod esgeta- 
ble matter will thus : be dissolved y and oa 
the solution being allowed to remain at 
rest, a heavy greyish -black powder will be¬ 
gin to fall dowu In a feif Tbit la 

chiefly metallic merettry, w which, indeed, 
globule* may sometimes be discerned with 
the naked ays, or with a email magnifier. 
I«* otdet to separate it, leave the smutiwn 
at rert under a temperature a little abort of 
ebullition for fifteen or twenty minutes. Fill 
trp thftvcatel gently with hot water without 
dmurbinsf the precipitate, so that a fotiy 
matter, which risen to tlie surface in foe 
caw of most animal mixtures, m»y bu skim¬ 
med off first with a apona, and aftcrwaid* 
with filtering paper; theft withdraw the 
whole aftperoitant fluid, which is esaily 
done oft wc«mt of the groat dOfttfty of tiro 
black powder, I'Muht tiro powder i«®a 
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sWall final tube, •**«** it by tbe pro- 
Ml of affusion and soMdenoe tiUdwarM- 
jng* da ant lasts elkfHpe. Any Sbrous 
matter whiek any here escaped notice it 
(be aomuirocement of tire proofae, md ny 
Isatjw matter AhlMi mdy hade escaped tolu- 
lias by tba potlUf iliould now be picked out. 
The blech powder ie the only pert which 
abould be presetted. If (lie quantity of 
powder ie my eiiouto, u intern! of tweite 
Mura ahquld be allowed for each lubi 
Laatlv, the powder it to be remoyetl, 
end aubllmed, ha ia the latt a lag* of the 
pnceaa already described fer detecting cor- 
roeire sublimate in a pure eolation. The 
eecoud breach of thie proceae ia very deli¬ 
cate. I hare detected by it a quarter of a 
grain of eorroaiea sublimate mind with two 
ouncriofbeef, or With Ire oouoed oTaeW 
milk,® porteVor tea made with a liberal 
allowance of cream and eafari; I here alio 
detreted a tenth part Of a grtilk ia fear 
Ottucet of the latt mints**,that it, (a 19,*0» 
Unite ita weight.” 

From repeated experiments, wo can epueh 
for tba debcaoy tad certainty of thie beauti¬ 
ful prncoas. Dr. Cbriitieoa baa oonfened 
ao trifling obligation on aaedico-leftl analy 
aia, by reacuief tiia cbominal feet on whiob 
tbo proceeding io founded from the oblirioO 
into which it woe ao rapidly deacendiag. 

With roapeetto the mode of trealiog the 
precipitate we differ alighiiy from Or.Chrfa. 
iiaoa, end, we would recommend ■ wetch 
cryetal in preference to a Who for the 
waabiog process, lo theae exporimonti it 
ia frequently accessary to economise time, 
aud wobarefoued that the ptoeau may ha 
com pleled with a watch crystal ia one- 
ucth of tfcajatMith* anther describes. 

It caasofe howaoct, ha denied, that 
tliooghlodttidueUyperfect,abta eorro- 
•tse sublimate ie concerned, atill the pre¬ 
ceding method feexpoaad to come colleterel 
objection*. Ia Uio tret place coneiderable 
jnconrenienee an liable to occur from the uee 
dfanrxeeaeoftheprotocbloridoafda, from 
which, on ihc oddilioo of an oikili, tho pro- 
toaido of tin ia precipitated, miring with 
and obecuting the Saely-diriried mercurial 
deporitiou. Secondly, the etbdr acta on 
coooure sublimate aloaa, and the pro- 
toclilorida of tin, though it doo# affect other 
mercurial aalta to a ocriaio extent, jot deee 
not operate with either delicacy or certainty 
With qny hut ibe muriatic preperetjoiu; 
lima, there are acme inaoluble compoocdr, 
(gob ea tbo isboulphste, dipotsitrate, and 


the ted pfeoiptiet*, wbfcdt the priHeebtolde 
- " i odlflely beta apoh at Oh. It (otru* 

_ . in thin cotta try, the oorreeiec sublimate 
fo ilie peleon rnedt adnalty giren; but on 
the oentiaent (whop we doubt not Dr. 
Chrietiooa'e work wdt lheet the oafeoeiro 
eirculotioo it doeorrcajaAo tad preaipitato 
•rid the torpOth ariarial M»» fears than 
. one# heea ftloiriooriy admiaiatertld. Ia a 
'“"•I east of thio deacriptioe,Pr. Chliotiatm'a 
prooaoo moy be opptiod fe n arixtoMoon. 
mining an ahtndanca of memory, and yat 
giea no adequate indieetioo ef Uapteeeaee. 
Tne obeeiwattoe eppllee jArtiqtflerfjr id fhd 
yellow euhsnlphate or torpath mineral,whtel; 
baa been uaod to oor own knowledge. aa a 
poiaen in' tbia coootry, especially for tba 
malhdou doatnutioe Ofeattle. ItaeirOleal 
properties** bet too won known, eapo- 
oitdly to fee roopoctoble practitionera id 
oanioo medicine, who urn it aa a apeeifie in 
the disease termed aniftcra,” by tbeir «U- 
gant aem a n cWtm a, We pieaiime that tba 
author hitoeariooked thia important feet ia 
hit crificimad an tho procMWe of Urdu and 
Perergio, which ho quote* with great can. 
dour end *t aeficient length, end which he 
boa accidentally AUaa into tba error of 
oerigaing to the deteetioa of tbe ebloridee 
atone, wherroa they bin apparently a more 
gaoeric riew, and aim at the extended 
object of embracing d tbe composed* [with 
tbt exception of the eslpharetr), which tba 
preparations of thie moul preaest either by 
theanelrae, or ia oresbinatioe with orgaaia 
matter. 

For tbia purpoae Orfila ood Leooaar re- 
oommend that the aippoctod mixture should 
ha boiled with ceuetic poteeh, which at the 
•am* time dieroUei otganic oniaraf matter 
•ad aeparatet tho oxide of mere ary from alt 
ita aaliae oomhinataaoa. To thio proceaa 
Dr. Christiaoa objects, in the firm plane, fer 
ita went of delicocy, and, aeoondly, beets** 
tbe otide not uofreqseatly ramaiaa eithidp 
cbomioaHy combined with, or mtebkaioaHy 
auapeoded in, tboeihatioeeoiufia*. Refecting 
thie, the eotbor patce* to a pnacoan mar* 
recently proposed by Derergie, end which 
beat the tome tin* eoaeMeie much supe¬ 
rior to the former, bat inferior lo that which 
wo bare detailed. Wo quote Docnrgio'a 
method in Br. Cbrfettaeo'a words: 

«• iWftntdijte dapptaed toeon'ieth 
flasM htdrochteie ant M 
EE * 
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all the solid matter is dissolved. Evaporate, 
ia order to expel the greater part of the 
idid employed* Add water to the remain¬ 
der, and transmit chlorine to coagulate and 
remove the animal matter. Filter, boil, and 
cbiraentnte i then immerse for ten minutes 
a saSail plate of pure tin, which, if mercury 
i* present, will immediately be whitened; 
immerse soother plate of tin for ten mi¬ 
nute* ; and continue this part of the process 
till the plates cease to be whitened. Dry 
the tarnished plates, scrape off the tarnished 
surfaces, put the scrapings in a proper tube, 
and beat it over a spirit-lamp; the mercury 
will be driven off front the amalgam end 
condense in a ring of globules. By ibis 
plan Devergie says he detected a quarter of 
a grain of corrosive sublimate in four ounces 
of blood, nay a sixteenthand even a thirty - 
second part of a grain in eight ponces, i 
have repeated it and found it in moat cir¬ 
cumstances convenient and accurate; but 
dbubta may bo entertained whether it is 
universal in its application.” 

That Dr. Christison considered these pro¬ 
cesses to refer to corrosive sublimate alone, 
ami to the insoluble compounds it forms 
with animal and vegetable matters, appears 
from his expression in commenting on tba 
former, when he says, “ But it failed com¬ 
pletely when the proportion was small, 
though it answered vrry well when the cor¬ 
rosive sublimate was i«i considerable quan¬ 
tity.” Again, alluding to the second just 
quoted, he states, “The solid compounds 
formed b^ corrosive sublimate with animal 
principles, are either soluble ia mineral 
acid, or part with all their nmeury to if. 
Bat this is not the case with the compounds 
formed with vegetable principles ” W c nr*, 
therefore, we believe, justified in conclud¬ 
ing, (hat he considers the processes as in¬ 
stituted for corrosive sublimate alone, and 
not, a» we are inclined to think, devis-d 
with the comprehensive object of including 
most of the solubieor insoluble compounds of 
that metu# Nevertheless it i& manifest, 
that Dr. C^ristison’s objections to these 
processes as regards the corrosive subli¬ 
mate, completely invalidate their agency as 
universal detectors of mercurial compounds. 

Under these circumstance, we bayp been 
induced to seek a process by which this 
object may he fulfilled, and we can recom¬ 
mend the following with some confidence as 
to its delicacy and precision , premising that 
it is by no means offered as an improvement 
on the process we have extracted from Dr. 


3 PREPARATIONS. 

Christison’S treatise, as far as corrosive tab- 
limate is oonoerned. Its object is 16 supply 
the desideratum,—a method by which any 
mercurial may be detected. Neither is our 
proposition strictly original, as it is founded 
both on Or fils’s and Devergie’a suggestions, 
and also includes a part of a process sug¬ 
gested by Mr. Sylvester some time since. 

In the first place, we would recommend 
that 1>r. Christison’s prooeSs should be 
always performed on small portions of the 
suspected mixture, as by this means the 
corrosive sublimate may at once be detected. 

Should no indications of mercury be af¬ 
forded by the ether and the protochloride of 
tin, we would then direct that the mixture 
be filtered through cckrse paper, that the 
fluid part btf concentrated by evaporation, 
having been previously acidulated with nitric 
acid; when sufficiently cuiiceulrated, it 
should be reserved for a further examination. 

Tfid solid part may coutairi the subsul- 
phal6 of mercury, or turpeth mineral, the 
subnitrate, the red precipitate, the acetate, 
or cynnuret, in s state of admixture with 
©rgauic matter; from all these the mercury 
may he separated in the condition of an 
oxide by obnllhion with caustic pntassa for 
about an hour; the protoxide, however, as 
Dr. Christison justly remarks, may be either 
mechanically suspended or chemically dis¬ 
solved in the alkaline solution. To obviate 
this, we add, after the boiling with potash, 
n large excess of nitric acid, which, ip com¬ 
plicated mixtures, usually produces on abun¬ 
dant precipitate of casesirtrand alhvminbus 
matter; the mixtiu* is then digested by a 
gentle heat iu a fiorence flask tor at least 
six hours, when all the oxide 6f f mercury 
has united with the nitric acid, and re¬ 
mains in solution in the state of the mixed 
profonitrate and peruitrate of mercury. 

Filtration should now be performed, the 
filtered fluid concentrated by evaporation, 
and mixed with the fluid first prepared. It 
should then be allowed to cool, and again 
filtered should any further organic deposi¬ 
tion hove occurred. 

The last step of the process may now be 
proceeded with ; it consists in introducing a 
thin slip of gold, bound round with a coil of 
harpsichord wire,—-an amalgam of gold and 
mercury ts very soon formed in a manner 
analogous to that described by Devergie id 
th« preceding quotation. The slip of gold ia 
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farther to he treated in precisely the manner 
recommended by Devergie for the tin. 

"The advantages of the process above de¬ 
tailed over the others are briefly these:—It 
is more general than Dr. Cliriatison’s, em¬ 
bracing ibe subnitrates, subsulpbates, ace¬ 
tates, and the red precipitate. Secondly, 
it is free from the objection advanced by 
Dr. Christiaan against Orfiin’s process, in¬ 
asmuch as the object is not to collect the 
protoxide, but to prepare it for the action of 
the Oitjic acid. Thirdly, it ensures the 
solution of every solid compound formed by 
the salt* of mercury with organic matter, 
whether from the animal or vegetable king¬ 
dom. Fourthly, it is of the utmost facility 
of execution. Finally, »t is almost infinitely 
delicate in its indications. \Ve huve de¬ 
tected by its mt ans the thirtieth part of a 
gruiu of calomel (the most difficult of all the 
preparations} in a Jxijmixtnre composed of 
*x of strong tea and $ij of human blood. 

The chemical treatment of poisoning by 
mercury, varies according to the prepara- 
h>n employed. If the corrosive sublimate, 
input! aihtimsjb (the white of eggs) affords 
a certain antidote by reducing' this salt to 
the condition of calomel. If the nitrate he 
the poison, a mixture of the muriate of soda 
and carbonate of nmmoniu may be advan¬ 
tageously given, and the stomach-pump 
should he applied. 

lu conclusion, there is one important 
point connected with the chemical inquiries 
in any medico-legal investigation in which 
mercury is which we must 

briefly advent. Excoffif'the case in which 
corrosive subfimate is ^ hnce removed by 
ether, the chemical analysis directed for 
organic mixtures always gives the same in¬ 
dications, us would be the case had calomel 
been medicinally tnken u short time before 
death. To this the author has not at all 
adverted, but it is a circumstance of the ut¬ 
most moment, and one of which a crafty vil¬ 
lain might avail himself in his atrocious 
purposes in a manner which the public safety 
does not permit ua to describe. We have, 
however to repeat here, the remark we once 
before advanced, that we speak but of the 
chemical evidence, and do not take into 
account the collateral circumstance by which 
information cau be obtained. 


m 

A short Tract on the Formation of Tumours, 
and the Peculiarities that are met with in 
the Slructttre of those that have become 
Cancerous,with then-mode of Treatment. 
By Sir Evbiubd Homs, Bart,, decfdtc. 
Loudon. Longman. 1830. 8vo. pp. 96. 
We occasionally meet with books, the 
motives for the publication of which we are 
quite unable to conjecture, and such is the 
cate with reghrd to the 44 tract'll Sir 
Evererd Home. Nearly all the cases, thtf 
is, about one-half of the contents of the 
work, are taken, aa the author admits, from 
bis 4 ' Treatise on Caucer,” and a paper m 
the *• Medical and Chuurgicol Transac¬ 
tions,'* fi&daato the leinaimier, it consists,— 
mixed up with worthless cases, absurd state¬ 
ments, and false conclusions,—about aa 
much really useful information as might be 
compressed, with great ease, into four or 
five octavo pages. The book, therefore, 
can scarcely benefit the profession or the 
public, even in a slight degree. Its only 
tendency, in fact, can be to tower, if possi¬ 
ble, the reputation of the author as a phy¬ 
siologist and a surgeon. 

After Some very ccmmon-place, but con¬ 
fused, observations on the formation of tu¬ 
mours, and two already publishedcsjses, the 
author proceeds to give an account of the 
large semi-osseous tumour, which he re¬ 
moved from the head of a young^romaa in 
1816, the cast of which many of our readera 
have doubtless seen in the Hunterian Mu¬ 
seum. The following is an abstract of the 
case, which is not, however, very Well de¬ 
scribed. The patient wus yeans of age j 
the swelling had first appeared in her third 
year, after a kick from a horse; if bad con¬ 
tinued gradually to increase up to the time 
of her admission into the hospital, when it 
wus nearly twice as large as the patient’s 
head. It was bony at the base, but 44 the 
most prominent part was of a loftar sub¬ 
stance; it had -its origin underneath the ex¬ 
ternal table of the right parietal bb6e, and 
the tumour, in ita progress forward, ap¬ 
proached so near the outer edge of the orbit, 
that there was only apace to admit the 
blade of a saw between them." All the 
other surgeons who had seen it considered 
it 44 beyond the reach of a surgical opera¬ 
tion." Sir £. Home, however, after mature 
deliberation, determined upon its removal. 
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Ateordhiflj, on OotnbetfKh, • Urge onieiol 
incitim W* bow nude, “ •>**• •* 
parti of the tumour, wbicb roniieled of fit* 
mAod rrtA • ateatomatout iohottwo, were 
re*o¥od;“ Ad 00 Ae Wlowitg day the 
bogy baao woo removed. Tl>« mount of! 
hemonbige, the proportion tad the rtruc 
tm of the oeeeou* growth, Ice., on »ot 
Mentioned. The wound toon healed, the 
tumour did not return, tad the patient 
now in good health, end n untie it St, 
George'a lloepitll. 

After the eceoont of AA«eau,wotmd Ao 
following arnteoot, die ehtuadity end Wee* 
hood exhibited in which Mo too gluing la 
requin any comment frodaua.- 
♦* C#w of this Iliad completely* 
the fisNacie* of tko dootrio* ofxmv _ 
then wiiicU nothing cto \k mor# tfctitri . 
stece the external aerfoe of the (eternal 
table of the skull, and that of the external 
table, can never be under lihe circoasMuscvs, 
»or have similar chaagra in them produced 
fropr the aaata eapaea or oofreapooding cir¬ 
cumstance* ; apd yet tb« sole foundation of! 
tjiia doctrine la a supposition, U at the effect 
of the development of the hroin upon the 
internal table is produced in do equal de¬ 
gree at the same time in the external table, 
which, from the nature and texture of the 
diploe, can never happen,"—p. 16 , 

We have then aerate confined, and scarce¬ 
ly intelligible, obeervatioaa on the forma¬ 
tion of eascerotia tumours, of which the 


ltd» H ii. tawrw, nMhiat more Aon Ao 
blood globulta ul iho Oenonto Mid gat, 
with iho ootum «f Ao blood «d Ao ooogu- 
lab), lymph pootoieed A it, which, when 
rrpoaed to A# ttmoaphera, OMfulMci. be- 
onmes vtaoulav, hod then ulea the nil of 
nuulMooi. WbofO wdi harrying red 
blood «* notiijured, only tbow eertVieg 
lymph globule* and »r«m, now flttbeu- 
mu ba produced, Ae aatrriala foe ice form- 
otioo unt hohi piMout. Whon thia hop- 
pent upon mnhoiinee, the lymph ooegulatea 
upon At iorfeoe tbet Ann it out, end A 
eubouiu cold tin eoutnined in H beooan 
•Abuto; end then it patacaaci all AeprS 
pectin of the membranes of Ae living body, 
the nuperflonue tenaa hiving escaped into 
An cavity which An momhnno Una."— 
pp. IS, M. 

Whet ii mnnt hern by “ tube* nf car¬ 
bonic ncid gee," or carbonic ecid becoming 
vnseoler, wn eoaUea our Athtlity to under- 
eteed i hut At eeaertAu Am (nuulttionu 
m Armed bom Ao pu< oecretud by. or on, 
Ihorneb iu Contradiction of Ao omtuuienU 
end experiment* of oil the hnt physiologists, 
end it, lu troth, oppootd to cemmet mum 
end duly obwrretion. 

Wo bore elreidy obccreud. Act Ao 
groeirr part of tho tun hove boon pub¬ 
lished before, ud wt may add, Att Ac new 
owe «* utterly dcotitute of vtluo at Ate- 
reet; come of thorn, indeed, coaroy little or 
on information beyond the Act or the po¬ 
llen ti' heeing beta effected wiA cancer. 


following rosy ceree ti a ipecimen . i ... - . . - - 

•• V a modi up of glandular u|»uc- *?* >»«•«•••*•>• following, wbh* A 

twee ii bruijud, Ae vessels composing Ae p “” *' ,,w bead nf Ante Ant came under 
gltedi are ruptured, end throw out their (Ao eutbor'e " itnmedmte oUwrv,lioe, M and 

it prefaced by Au naArlt, Att ka has 
■■ ohoeen only tveh asdeoem to he record¬ 
ed. f«™> harm* soma cAcuAaAace peculiar 
to them oot not with in At oA art."’ 

“ A lady, alien forty-eight year* of og«, 
had n Amp ia Ao lett breast, ouuiid-rahly 
advanced towerde ulerraiion. The glaodc 
in Ae axilla cad above AO olevicle were 
swelled end indented; Aetrmwu iwelled, 
with peio in the tkouhler end hoelc. When 
iwenry-eight yean old A> liod a email tu¬ 
mour, tho oil* of Ae end of the finger, 
which maniaed utitioniiry fur nix yuan, et 
Airty-ftrt yenre nf age grew luger, indoo- 
coctonnliy gnvn pain, ft aftereard. rapidly 
raervaned, aad armed at He preaeat uatn 
of a coafirmod eneer, which waicaaeidocod 
boynnd Ae reaeh of on epenuiee; tad it 
termiaatKl A Ao dtoA of At pttieuL"->- 
pp.S8,» 

Although “ tbt mode of treatment** it 
Upton); ndverlAed A the title-pegv, very 


couteots: tlieie conaiat partly of the fluid 
•ecreted, and of Acre ingredient* of the 
blood Act are undergoieg Ao neceoaary 
change! to Ann Ae pecoliar treretion. In 
A» cowl n tumour i» fumed, difTeiing ei- 
eeediugly bom Ant of tneuriem in in emi' 
lentil in one pert there ere Iciujib glo 
bole* only, forming no'id nuai • in rnhera 
there etc nimiltr muaea of Hood glnbokt, 
with tube* of. corbomc acid gan paaaiog 
through them, which become veuelc filled 
with red blood. Tbit which I have de- 
jenhed ii the etmeture of what ban been 
hitherto denominated a wirrhuc, and baa 
bean alwaya conridered ae tho previooa 
itagv to i true or iinay cogeer,**—pp. *1. gy 
*• Jo keel Ay pom, when a breacl it made 
m. Ae parta are not uoind by Ae fin! 

euSElf WW <bc 

ourRee of Ae Are, end pu> A formed. Tbia 
pun A converted into new fieA, end bee 
■i*! a "J**» iCT cd ae m pert of the 
circuliticg blood, but a new mbotnim fotm- 



voMmse^Hi-saemwc acid. 


. I tin 

.end «8 Am we en aoOMtfron tln 
ohaemtlone u tbeettoclaeion of Ae 
MM ia, thM til* ttAer bee found the pew- 
■M of hemlock lateen, when property pre- 
P»w4, a vary effiowioue remedy both inter- 
»«*ljr«4 ewetobHy, it center {tkeughito 
••ploytnent ia net oaoe mentioaed in any 
of Ae nvmi caeca), arid Ant Iw ban 
ban « taught kj experience AM the tana- 
penile, in the form of decoction, hat sm Ae 
wn powareof a rettoratiie medicine ta it 
tbt form of t powder, to «Mob hoot had tot 
boon applied." ■>- 
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fiat ot votiTisn.—ttsiciau guaurtu 
or avnxocvawc acta. 

I rur.nol Mtli, in lhalaat It-cianuatt Ae 
eteat that had bean pteaented during the 
preceding week: fire remained uumeiitiou- 
ed. One of Uteae waa a cate of alight fever 
in the female ward, treated in the utuii re tv, 
tod with the areal auOceis. She waa ad. 
nutted oo the thtlt of November, and pro- 
eaeted on the S8A. There waa nlao among 
tl<a weiuen proecnted, a core of vomiting, 
wbieb appeared to ariae merely front mor¬ 
bid irnlebiBty. Italy be very well con- 
tnated withy abac of*'ffHfennt dvacnption, 
proeented at tile teem day, in the tame j vomiting which haa letted forfetoMkijceaae 
•retd, and in which a dtferrnt treatment 1 on the exhibition of the brat done of Uut 
waa eticoeaafai—e very interacting caae of j medicine, Fretpienily, however,incaaeaof 


[Men, yet Out pain wu mot 1 
praaene, bad therefore it appeared ta beof 
a apumodk character. Oo thie account I 
eoncueed tint I oootd atop the vomiting 
aodean bar by aeotbieg fcedioieee—medi- 
otbce otloulctf d ta foMwAt moebid irrita¬ 
bility, which web bedgpeaieni ot iaffeamnc- 
tioo. Among Ante, AM certainly wbieb 
opaiMee muon men apnn At atoaaob than 
ayano aay other porit-AM which aaaware 
beat in a gwat Bomber *f earn*, ae Ag hydro- 
qramionetd, a>bn took Aie in. dogabof two 
or thrra minima, which fa aqua) to four at 
S»o dropa, Aren timeaa day, abettor me- 
dipine tyee given, nor wot eke onto* low 
diatt bor vnamting waa Mopped, bad olio 
went out on tbo **A, perfectly well. 

Von will tod Hof the prateet importance 
to mebe tide dittiiction. Whoa yee have 
at affection of the stomach, you MaoaaM aa- 
certain, to the brat place, whether there ho 
iotammetroe to not ;for if there be inbma- 
metioo, the bydrectmic acid woold not cere 
it'; the cue moat be treated lit# bbammr- 
tlon of any other pert of the body. Bat if 
yottetn Sod no itdUtnmation whatever, nor 
any ceuto for Ae vomiting in any other 
parte of At body (it will often eriee'from aa 
irritation id Aeinteattoee, the kidney,the 
womb, end ten thoiuend dietant eeneeel. then 
the hydrocyanic arid will relieve the vomit¬ 
ing fir belter, 1 am aerified, than any other 
medicine. There apt found it relieve Aa 
pain of rhebmatiem or cancer, or pain attiitt- 
ed in any of the dietant parts of tin body, or 
pain in rim iateetioee. it ia ef no two in 
oolic, though it to aaid by aetne to be of 
oecetioual tnrvtoe in aeureigie. Ae bn ano¬ 
dyne 1 here not fount), it of the lacunae in 
general, except in oeeea of paioftrf the ato- 
meeb. It has the propertiee of ae tnedyne 
ou the Momeeh particularly, and bee b tend¬ 
ency to teeaen tb* morbid irritability which 
proij ucet vomiting. It to ae eaaggeftttori 
for me to Mate that I have ftogoently eeea 


vomitine fttom inflammation. 

The drat |«ttant, Elian New, at. 91, wai 
admitted on Ae 11 th of November. She 
Mid that aha bad been ill five meathe, and it 
appeared Antahe had vomited every thing 
ebe bed taken daring fourteen dnyn; aba 
had been in n mate of amenonbaa for two 
atcuithn; abe eomptoibed ef pain acraea the 
epigtatrima, and aereee A* nbdi of the 
abdomen. Her tongue allowed do (evertah- 
neaa; Am waa no thirat, bn boat ia the 
atoaaeh, no heatto the throat; neither wai 
them tettdemew on pbeeeere oa any part ef 
Ae abdomen, nor wee the pula# accelerated. 
Under thee# eiroumatenena, 1 conldiint tup- 
poee AM the caae wee one of iefltmtnauoo) 


sptmmodie pain of the etotneeb, you wdi And 
Ant the firm done, or the eccond, or ere* one 
wnek'e exhibition, will not enewer the de- 
eirrd endt you will ha mudi more strait 
with itaote inleeaantag vomiting Ana ia lee- 
eauiog pain in the etumacb. Blit yn« will 
dad it of no aervice outran yen maka a dia- 
tleetion between Ae utoteaoe of Wbmmb* 
tioa, end the iofoeoce of dlaweteboaee, on 
the one bead, aed mere morbidiffiahility of 
Aeatomeeh itrelf. tipan tbo other. Hydra- 
eyeuic aetd to b. me df i dn e AM to exceed¬ 
ingly powerful, end yonnennot rive it in the 
tune done when the Moattoh in empty no 
when it to AH. When Ae Momeeh it fuH, 
the difference of a drop may ceoee a greet 


nr ahhoogh there wu pato nuou the abdo- |diffenoth in Ae <(fecit. Suppoeiag ytba 





r l)»»te ftiw« tints *,4«y 
Ik, it $srtouily will not be right 
r» 'tim oqe or two drop* when 
His empty- To avoid any «w- 
t* which KMT vise, it» beet always to 
< f?Ve.itaBer»J*ol*. otherwise you must rary 
the fewsat different time* of ike day. You 
cannot, in genera), give it on an empty 
stomach more than onoo in the day, because 
wb*n food lias beep owe liken, the second 
meal cornea usually before the stomach is as 
empty a* it was before. On this account ! 
aqaka it a rule to give it after bresk&pt, in 
tha afternoon, nod the last thing at night 
As it is so powerful, you cannot tell before’ 
hand the dose that will he borne, sad you 
should begin with each a small quantity sal 
you know eau hardly disagree with the sto¬ 
mach. I begin with one minim, though you 
may begin with two; many persons do 
to, but it iasqferio begin yrilh one. Igire 
one minim three times a day, diluted with 
water, or aromatic water; aud in the course 
of a day, if no unpleasant effect be produced. 


memmek 

Tb| present ew* wss Of hun¬ 

dreds which 1 hove wen of dyspeptic vomit- 
ing ceasing from the sdroiwstrstion ofprus- 
sic aoid, and not only dyspeptic vomiting* 
but gastrodyuis,—the pain that occurs in 
the atomach from spasm, In organic affeo- 
tiooa nf the atomach, you.will frequently 
find it answer better tbau.tmy other wd»- 
cine ; if there b| cancer of the etoaasch, 
scirrhous pylorus, or organic disease, you 
will often find rite hydrocyanic add allay 
the vomiting and pain much more than any- 
tiling else. Now ihia woman was not 
purged; no aperient# were given, none of 
the treatment for inflammation waa adopted, 
and she ww not area put on moderate or 
particular diet. 


chronic osaratTU. 

For the purpose of contrast I will apeak 
of a case that was some time in the bospi- 
tel; one of chrouio gastritis. Mary Hsm- 
admilted ou the fth of October, 
set. 30: she had been ill two qumtha. The 


I increase the dose to two minima; on iho! symptoms were coiisuui, with great psiu 
third or fourth day I give three minims, < under the region of the heart, which was 
end eo on until U produce* the effect 1 d«* exceedingly increased on pressure. It tp- 
sire, or eotne inconvenience arises. Al- ] pessrwd to be situated in tha splenic half of 
though it will relievo the vomiting arising; the atomach. There was constant nausea, 
from mere morbid irrilabtfifr, it will, from' and a great discharge of fluid from the throat, 
its irritating properties, likewise cause it. j and she had spit up dark dote two or three 
If you giro an over does, it may produce jtfmea apparently olblood ; similar clot* also 
extreme nausea, eam-me vomiting, and per-! had frequently passed from the rectum. In 
hups gas trod yniir-pain in the stomach. It i the book it is said that ah* feels full, and is 
is common for many narootica to be stbno-! nauseated m soon as she eats: there is con* 
biting as well as sedative; that is the case js**«t heat of tli« epigastrium, constaui beat 
with this medicine; medicines act with i up the throat, and thirst; a bad teat* in (he 
different powers upon different people, and j mouth, no appetite, gTeet heat of the whole 
therefore yen should give it in small does* jbudy, especially at night; cheeks flushed, 
nt first, if you wish it to act favourably., scaidmg pma iu the atomach as soon as she 
Tobacco wQi arrest tb« action of the heart, j takes wine or *uy tuber kind of stimulant, 
and cause complete prostration of strength; * Ikes# were (he symptoms, and nothing could 
yet it exoitea Meeting, aud one person is' more decidedly show an inflammariun of (be 
affected by a quantity which produces BO stomach. Ilt-re was, in the first place, pain 
effect on another. In general people bear jin the region of the atomicb ; thtspdm was 
from two to four minims, but you not un- jconstant, aud wusinerciisd On pressure, and 
frequently meet with individuals with whom on taking stimuli of any sort. There waa 
fire minims do not ditagree, and now aud slau great tutuaea, great sense of heat in the 
then you may safely iuciease the dose to ait stomach amounting to scalding, and ia- 
or eight, or even more. You will find the ercaeod by wine or any other kind of nimti. 
hydrocyanic acid of great ueo for another l*at. ,1‘bm there was excessive secretion 
purpose; for making medicine sit npon the going on there, for her month eras constantly 
atomach, which would otherwise disagree j filled with fluid; she frequently discharged 
with it. You may lessen the natural irriuu; a large quantity of loin liquid, and now and 
bility of the atomach so much, that iodine, j then even blood came away,—a common 
col chic am, and medicines or the same active j thing from any affeciinn of a* mucous ntru- 
doseription, will frequenily sit upon it in brans; not that there ww any extent of it— 
***** ",!“/* l j #y - wou * d 1,01 “wl^ss leu' it was only a few dark slots. Besides these 

i great hast, 
she was vary 


prffc prussic acid with them, hut the acid 
answers better for this purpose if given ten 
minute* before, so as to Mine into foil ope¬ 
ration before (be acrid medicines in token. 


thirsty, and hot pulse waa 90. Theta was 
also a disturbed state of tbs stomach, ano¬ 
rexia, and nausea, as weo w alia took her 
food; and vomiting of tbesa dark dot* which 
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U obtained. Bmrfdetthfo, aj 
regularly * 

had the benfiK of ft mtMt tewf . 
bath over the stomach. On acooaol, l 
|*m, of her extreme constipation, it trtf 
neceaaary to attend to her bowel*; aoeh a 1 
state coutd not he healthy, nod woald cer¬ 
tainly exert an influence upon the eoodhioft 
of the stomach, and therefore fbe had a 
clyster daily. Had I given her medicine 
by the mouth, it woold have irritated (he 
itomicb, bate increased the fofia&mttfon, 
and might base foiled in opening berboweht, 
in consequence of its bring thrown np agale, 
and -not allowed by that organ to past the 
pylorus. 8he bad *: clyster every day, 
twelve leeches were applied, and alwwftg 
allowed nothing but diluents; mftk she oootd 
not take ; of barley-water she grew tired, 
andabe wa* restricted at last to weak beef- 
tea, and of that abe took bat little. By 
these meant, on the opfe hand, without My 
deviation whatever— without an addition 
being made to them, or there being any 
cessation of them upon the other (though 
•lie was only admitted on the 7th of Octo* 
(her, and then ao debilitated that she oould 
scarcely turn in bed, and lay priecipally ou 
her back), she was discharged perfectly 
well on ti»e S5th of November, having 
stayed in the boon some time in a state of 
convalescence—about seven weeks altoge¬ 
ther. The leeches Wmo applied till they 
seemed to bo exhausting her—till the ten¬ 
derness and the heat were diminished, tod 
then they were discontinued. TUby wffoji 
applied daily from the 7th of October to the 
19th of that month, and from that dale they 
were applied every other day tii|t the *6lb 
of October, when they were no further re¬ 
quired. The clystera were diminished in 

_ „ , the same proportion—that is to say, for two 

the orgunie disease hv'or three weeks they were employed every 
day, and after that period every other day, 
and then once or twice a week, tiH the 
bow*!i had got into a perfectly regular 
state. Toward* the end of October ski 
was so murh freed from inflammatory symp¬ 
toms, but yet *n debilitated and so hungry,. 
1 that l allowed he* meat. She look < 


nm k her throat* Too knew that one of j 
the seta of sy*aptotnei«1o1fomia*ttoa is that 
arising from disturbed function Of the sffect- 
ed organ. She was also emeeisted, and her 
bowels were so costive that frequently she 
had not ft Steel for a whole week. Costive- 
Orta » net M uncommon Symptom in any 
inflammation, end it very frequently oc¬ 
curs where the stomach is inflamed. * Now 
this ia a eert of ossa which you will see 
almost every day. You will lm»e peo¬ 
ple come to you, saying that they have 
indigestion, and upon inquiry you will 
And that there is tenderness on pressure 
upon the stomach, and pain iucreftsed ns 
noon a* they take wine or brandy, or any¬ 
thing of that description, uetwttbstftodiug 
which they go on eating and drinking, and 
taking stimulants. • 

I found tt impossible to say whether this 
woman was labouring simply under chronic 
inflammation of the stomach, ot whether 
there was united with it organic disease. It 
was imjKwsible for me to sty whether there 
was not tcurhus in some parts of the sto¬ 
mach—some fungous growth beginning, and 
inflammation aroundit—or whether there 
ought not also tie an ulcer in the stomach. 
U uleis you can feel indttratioo .unless thrrebe 
repeated hmmorrbage, and a peculiar * allow 
hue uf the complexion,—uobM you can feel 
enforcement, it is quite impossible in these 
caws to any wiih certainty, that there is any 
tiling more than common inflammation. 

The treatment, however, ia to for simply 
that fur chronic inflammation. If there he 
organic disease, you will not cure tt, and, 
if not shown distinctly to exist, you must 
proceed upon the hope that there fa nothing 
mote than chrome inflammation. If there 
he organic disease, there msy be much in¬ 
flammation of course around it, end though 
you will not 
the remritiee fbf : fo»f«Um*tion, you will 
lessen the »moU*t ^Tsofforing. There are 
so many eases oTt^iMst winch are thought 
to be organic, that are nothing more than 
chronic inflammation ; that in every instance, 
unless there be evidence to the contrary , we 
are to set upon thy hope that there it no 


orgapie disease, and we may thus cure oj mutton-chop from the Stilh of Gctotar 
considerable number, This woman was in a j every other day; and from that, time ahe 
state of great emaciation, and therefore, I i w si able to sit'up, and gradually recoyet?^; 
eoufraa. 1 feared the wont; t eftpectod that - and went sway expressing the greatest 


there waa probably something more ihso 
chronic gsatrilis, l act to work, however, j 
upon the presumption that there was mere 
inflammation. She took not a grain of 
medicine during the whole time she was in 
the hospital. Twelv* leeches were applied 
to thttpatt of ike epigastrium where the 
greatest pein was felt—the left side, and 
these wet* repeated every day, M snott «• 
they came off, s poultice was applied, in 
order that m much Wood as ptiadble might 


gratitude, tsviog that her JH# had W* 
saved. I do not know whether that was foe 
case, hut her disease was oared wtilto the 
meant employed. 

I believe that tiU of Hte tho nature of 
these cssds was aotsuffttontly attended to. 
When persons vomited, and Complained of 
a pain ia the •tomack, a great number ot 
practitioners were accustomed to give aro- 
matics and stimbtota of various kinds. Ia 
Franoo thiiwu andouhtedly tire gsnmloiM 
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until the tiiMofBroiasiie.teelehnUcI pbr-lcoeelully through the eiMlIest iw tiB O ta ft 
Hciin now practising there. Tiie treauuent: the, tierired fiom bin. IV# MW hia .note, 
consiHedin what they oiled anii-spasma- but»» homed wiahthaitrsa good 1Mdt* 
dies. Sometiuesnoi only cun of mJem- <se, theredbre, when 1 ace what tbs Presell 
station of the stomach, but of the bead end[do, ted bow IhoirophioM on eheagfdin 
ration. putt of the ebdotsen, and loan- j tho praotice they adopt. then i*. nothing 
time, of the cbett, were thought duewea of [new is ilret practice. b was wrfeclly 


nnw« pun OI lilt* lUUObMMi, »nu *utuc- j 

ttm«taftfce chest, were thought diseases of j c--, w wmm >. 
debttHy, and to require stimulant* nod uou-1 familiar to ine, &ud had been M for many 
wahmeot and soei-xpaswodM*. Stiff ujwnsj year*; la (act, I never read aay-thwg of 
>tica of all kiuda were accorduielv t Brousasi* until very lately 4 and when halt 

riftlt /ilui It* id tumiuiilinaiiklv u wvtwtww. 


«WI*WUl SIKI Ba:i-SpU9fUOUiC*. OU»HfWU» 

and narootica of all kiuda were accordingly 
given. Hut although Brotnauia must have 

' w_i. 1 .:__ 


* the custom to attend to these things, 
though perJiajw not to such w extent •• at 
the present day. The state of the abdomen 
trae examined in ttt abdominal affection#, to 
we whether there were mftamaationor not; 


uui ouiiuuju bumuiua uiuai mum 

rendered incalculable benefit to bis country* 
men, I do not think, that we are indebted to 
him for a charge of practice in thin country; 

f« the change hod previously boon i#oo-. ,-- 

dueed. I know that when 1 was a student it j damnation, and treating it at inflammation t 
ftt the rame time, the circumatuuee that it ie 


right (tad be it unquestionably at extrsra* 
1 gaut in his own way ee Dr. Carry was ia 
I tie), 1 oaonot say that wb« he advances ia 
Raw to me, 1 mean at foe at ttganU the ia* 
portance of searching out/or abdominal in* 


|»« oew to me is owing to the ineuwiim 
wliioh I received from Dr. Curry, Tbo 
French hare tot idea that wo are not coa- 
fenjant at all with the frequency of abdo< 


" , ,BW ."V *biHUK«buuHOTiMu;! veraant a; au wtto toe frequency ot aM». 
ana when J leaned tire practical part of my ; urinal iofluuoatian; they do not imagioa 
pwemioB, It WU the custom to treat thin-, that so many diseases at# United io this 
• l,on * * ** aWw »*» by; country by taking away blood locally and 
•supMogntic racMprea. Derlnpe I »u generaliy. u there re,Hr m. 1 Itsow 
part.ct.Urly furious.., sol enjoyed so id.Mistsfr.itmu; boot, are written in Eng. 

1 *?" 0,w * *'“> number of toy eotem-iUind a, mil si in Print., presenting erro- 
poreues, in undying under the practice of neout uotiM, a of prect.ce; 1 know tint ussy 
Ur. jamet turn, st Cgi't Hotpitsl, 11. j perron. bsre litres the lud is pructico iu 
ptsonttoser is Mb; h» hud jtiughuid who hare heeu hut had |inc.u«iiern, 
sir, Mr P' ‘"d *»« forMtest sf practio. don sot show s isin's 

ol tbe ONsssttjr of laekuipp out Car in- j modicsl ksowlodgo or shill, hut uirrelp his 
asounstfflo.sndtrntm, it hj' sut.pUogireic i snidoitp ,„d fc.»w)e.lgo of lusukind; but 
“MOS. gesrrsl Slid local. It was hi. cutout nclsiUttUiilUnt; chil, I .is m.itlieti tint io 
5 «* tr T ««• <» «» Jsws the -hod-; thiseoootry there hu hew fur mbs ««r» 
olothn, or pot his iv,nii Lutitr them, and i s large auuther of pricuUQssta, npeci.l.r 
prere the jUm .'npoclollr io <m>. of thon who .milled M Uor's llu.mt.1, . hi, 
lcr,rl io i largo somber of dtsnses. I non 1 her. been pursuing their Avocations in thi. 
saw that he ms right. Whererer also tho 1 nliosal, souuil, sod, I must si,I „. r v sne- 
P *'° V. l ™ k "v Wul *».'• Tlf freseh pud many honks 
hood locally Ho had particular notions re- pubiisb.ul in ihxa co.rt.lrr, which cnltuu 
•peeling tho brer, and he tbmefore ■li|.:.ed erronauua uleas, and liroco ther ueledl to 
cnpp."k-el. , «i continually to tbo right by fancy tbat osr |g«tiM H-Mwtrmlly «,c 
pocuonunum Sint epiraitrmm. whore the; Seoul; list w, lure oo idol of inlwunu- 

dMhTuret'Tn •’ T^ 4, • ’*>"* "* *».“ i «• they kuow lo 

UOUW that man, ofl.»o,rtuwoiro»pect.ogih» th. csse t hut sotwjtbal«i<lu.g that, 1 

. 1 , fln } mw ‘ on WOTB hesam quite Mtlisfied thttm nu crruair. is (he 

*• hm. and reldom tinregh. . fm,„e„. occur, enc. of iotsotinuun “JJl' 
?yZ^,^ t rr ,K i‘‘ dMC,l, ‘‘ a - » i;n g luod,nor.re dire,,,, 

IT^'r ** 0i " 1 * of aur-ivhcrw .touted on a n,„,e ,n.ipkl,rei.tia 

abdomen to theIrec. 1I„ &„lt coosuted in plan. Although there mny aull ha m.1, 
kcilir.ngtO#t«ocl | .nrd,ni F »k.ng,notof : prn« | linnrra who d« not Racine in tbre 
Mre abdontas « brge. hot of the ltr.r ; and i ,o««d rsuonal war, o.,. JI.lT Tl.. " ‘ 

,b "*■" mtr ;r . r : •*- » f •h.'Xb TXTTfZ. 

hen !h!| at thil ’*"”*'*■ f b *- j U.O., wa at. all of the rdd school, for wo 

hermb .t.tthttlimeitwnnoteotonebthe}.redtspbod by tl.oee who come uftor n. 

K??! to ,.''■.Ae*“#»»»•■ land know more), l most think that wa do 


m ~-- ~ Htaruu it, UK luunama- 

tory state of the abdomen io fover andolbar 
««••«*, as au the custom with him ; hut 
ttHtW wkn uw h»s prstiii.a, wr foiluiv.itu- 
aeito and myself, got into the way of aUcnd* 
ing toH; awi Fhavd- no doubt tbat numbers 
wfto a«e»d«d to» Jecturev iwlucfa of course 
ww® for greater than atrvii.dcd hit practiM) 
•to tainugbotti tbti country practicing im> 


---cm, ism uutt we UO 

( conaider duesasa ia tbi* cauatry to be io- 
I fiammatory as oftMi as pwetiuoam ia othar 
couatiie*, and that wa do adopt Miinblo- 
giwic treatment to M proper so extent, 

, Fa tolar a to the esse of the woman* Had 
the inftunnunoa hseu aested any where but 
i« tbe •ioamcb f I should knt.a'ataisto<i tka 
leecho* by the Rpptusauou of medicine*; but 




ok. tmamn oswaactiorra. 


« 4tt WM fo* p*M to wUek *»«b» 

MOM Bint koto tm inU, ! Mood 
allogwtbar to tlw loroliu, luat I rfi«M irrt- 
«<• tho organ. Cor wkat I know to the 
contrary, calomel might ham p mc d thlgigli 
tka atomach without irritatiag it V hut still 
it might tot 1 tnutatl tkat tl i iatammation 
or tho atomach, throaia ta it waa, would 
«<*• way to tha tamMi, tbo elystata, and 
mw diet i and t did not think It right to nta 
the ritk of cliulnrhiirg tba operatimt of time 
by aay mcdiciua. It it pocvbic that by 
calomel I might hare got bar mouth wader, 
aod the inflammation would hare beta tub- 
dead much aoortor; hot atiil, whether it 
would haw locally irritated the aaomaah lay 
ha jtreeeoca, it a point oa which I caaaot 
apeal with certainty. Tbo aaoo waaeaa of 
groat ialeroat, from Ota eerily with which 
it allowed itself arhaa the pattern fret eaare 
to the hospital—on acoouat of dm gradual 
decline of tiro ayeploma,—the poreerelance 
in one iioe of treetawot,—and tin perteot 
locorary of the wosma before aha left ua. 

It ia a cowraoo thing for patiuiris to oay 
that they foci « a great tinkmgthat 
they *• moat hare food •/’ aod then their 
friooda call apoa them, tad for the porpou 
of loohiog amiable, ofHiapor to their eon, 
“ Merer mind arfant Ihedoetor toy a; you 
will be better if you lake a glaaa of wioo: 
come, one glaaaoen'thot!Too;'' aod eon- 
tinoally hare I been aunt for, after haring 
taken the utrnoot trouble in tha cue, aod 
brought it neatly to n concioaiou, mrrely 
ftom the circtnoeletroo of a person hurinj* 
taken a gl*M or two of wine, and thus 
brought hack all the Irriletiim of the ato- 
macb : ero» if they aeglect tbo ftriot rutea 
of diet too aeon, rf they merely eat meat 
like other people, they will often be brought 
beck to die elate in Which they were at firal. 
Tbaaa uaaaa ala aooomruoo, aod it istudi a 
common practice Car. peraont to take full 
dial, aad aromatic medicraea, ia tbeae euea, 
that 1 am eery notion that the preaeot caw 
should male air ini presales ujron you. 


raatcttmria ana aianaet or rut nnnr. 

Them waa likewiaa a case, of which I 
should hare ep ikeo last week, poaaeaaiog 
considerable interest, aod which, l regret to 
■ay, prorod fatal. If ie the brat cnee among 
thoae arlmifted during the preaaat aeoaoa, 
in which a poif-mortw* aaaauaatien bar 
been permitted. There beeo been between 
■erooty aod eighty patient* admitted uadtr 
my Cara does the tat or October, end four 
death* bars oocurred,—in two ease* from 
bwmonhigo that bad lakes piece befoietke 
patieato came t» tire hospital, aad ha mat 
met dtmplety ( hat acne of ,tbeae were as- 
■mined in the hoeptnd, though me of them 
wns inspected by egenilamaa at thepatiem'a 


imm- Wt eana to wfaict l am am a hem t 
W anada, wtaa ana ef latamwatioa ef dw 
poriaaediam aad dmoaaa of tba heart, ;J* 
oeourzed ia Raphe* William him peon, ad* 
afitted Mar. ldtb, mt if t be Itad beea ill a 
fortnight of aeste poricardiiie. This boy 
■rat ia tbo hospital a year bafore, in a simi¬ 
lar state of eieieat pericanMa,flail then ha 
waaomed, or at boat wu oared of tlmia- 
dammatioa itself, and ha got a» much bat¬ 
ter that ba mmld aotatey ia llw haaao, 
bol maelred to return to wortraJtfMradr 
of I tailor. Tlw v;nnpWM which‘he 
tbtt time t p *ia ia the region 

of-tit* heart, darting' to tlw clavicle rad 
shoulder, sad book to tlw scapula ,* extreme 
tenderness on prewar* or* tbe heart;, 
violent palpitation; rad *11 the symptom 
of pyvemt. The treatment then ooemsted 
t* abundant local bleeding rad the exhibi¬ 
tion of mercury* radbs vary soon went out f 
be went out before I wished him, fee h» 
heart wns then boatiog too macb. rad it 
brat with 4 bellow# sound. This Sofismm*- 
tion of lb* pericardium ktd com* oa origin 
waHy after ra stteofc ef rheumatism, and it 
scours by fsr the atrat fraqrawly when a 
patient i* labouring, Or ht» laboured, under 
rheumatism, end ahio far the moat frequently 
in young jwraoas. 

It eppveeed from tbe patient** account, 
that tn tbe present Instance b* had been ill 
» fortnight, which was a very coostdeisble 
tin* for periearditia io go on. He wea la¬ 
bouring under dyaptikca, rad violent and 
extensive palpitation of tbe heart, ao that 
you might’ see that organ beat M be lap at 
almost any distance* It beat 160 in a mi¬ 
nute, end tta impulse rad aound were per¬ 
ceived v*ry extensively over the chest, He 
bad violent pain in the region of tbe heart, 
and a very strong bellows sound, which 
occurred with tbe pulse at tbe wrist, when 
the hem struck tbs aide. He stated that 
he was a tailor, and (bat while engaged at 
bts baldness • torUiigbt ago, be was suddenly 
seised with a violent pain and palpitation of 
the hrart; that he vent and got bled, by 
which be was much relieved for s d»y « 
two i U« then got wet through , rad the pal¬ 
pitation eoon returned, with the pain* whmb 
now reached the clavicle, and darted bade 
to the scapula. The next monusg he bed 
ehiverieg, end e cough camera, tM he *ra 
Wed end blistered* The pblse often 
irregular, very smell, rad at Homo btrdly 
diatinguiebable,—a common ratHaeara in 
ftcricardms. Thesf was grera.-rad eate*- 
aive dulasss of aoood on aonmeskm over 
the cardiac region. Thera the dnlness on 
peroossion if there bo eAmaon Into the peii- 
cerdiem, for a certsin epece is then fitted 
with Hiptid instead of air ,in tbe region of tbe 
chest t hat the dull ierad did nos arise ftera 
that eircumstence in the present inatsnsn* 



sft mxrorsoN on a cake or 

hKxto fo«r thoM hi n»lw*l «i» M« it. 
thtckmn ■> ttat •'■«* w» 

a tr»«t addiiima of autaime* •, (!>• w *«* 

eraat lirnrrttouli/. Tliere *». sthi-viun 

ail orertVpwieMiliqW, t» iti« Hi* 

unity wu m*rtr Joalroyed ij It..- ly<n|>I« 
which- itari beta llifoau oat, (uut <■ f which 
appeared to b* recent, »*4 (i«rt an. feat,— 
moiuml in the attache Which )„■ Mificrrd 
mtia aemptoma of iwricaritti. are, pat* in iaat year. The iahimtantio# bad heed » 
tiw rewion of the Wit, dariin< to the cla. ioteta* that theta wan aotOt.lv tt.vedbe. 
eicloand hack to the acapula, and tender- alos or rather anfcfaion of the je ti.-. nliitm, 
natsin the pericardium, if you pro**the but there were atthtafon** ••**» • n.aliv ; 
cartilages of thu ribs dowu upon it. itwae the pleura iu ib* immediate m.-i-.M- -tl-M 
symptoms, together with rapidity of; the had *tttFer«*d, Mil band* were seen between 
puls#, palpitations, difficulty of breathing. the lungs aud wriawdium, and hu>£* »“d 
and « dry cough, mnde up the account which coital pie or*. I be mark* of j*tt?»ioui pen- 
be gate, Tbo peculiar aeat of Ibe jwiiJiuMJ cardifi* were, <b*»«f»te, drilled ettoegli, 
teuderaess, the palpitation and pyri-xfo abow, and the pericarditis apwared to b***he«n 
almost bi en ry case, ibe nature of tbedta- curod; but the difficulty was, how tbe bean 
owe. Hot ii>«*a was a great deal mare in cowW bate been cdUrgOat to tlw* great**, 
this case: there was, defl sound, tent. efpecfoHy retaining ita aatural iktck - 

to agte*t«xtettt*iB of the heart, itedi, IF be bod been petifoieftf well * fort* 

Namy!* «a»d r b* bod Wo« )M»foetly wol) flight before. Ut port it stretched «M dl* 
till within a fortnight, and therefore, if he laJed rapidly, if cahwot sutfor ibis Wat by 
■poke th« troth, it was impjwtmbfo that tile oxter,tutio*, and rwmet ro^fhf experience 
dull sound should arise from the heart being «ocb a depnsiiinn ft* WilltoatirtamItsthick- 
greathr entwgad; batthereurost have been ties* during ildataiiOO, I dp twipretend fd 

something sudden, probably some effusion of loir a ibe ihitftew 

fluid, eajieciilly wrhea tbe anasarca »u taken) opened persons w&ere tb* fadfirt *»* nOt rfi* 
ifltoeiKittdem'ion.lltprewttflttotbrrcifettinv* j l»te4 Mi half the eitfirnt H ** 1 *• fhk in¬ 
stance, namely, that the heart heat to a great! stance, w)«o jet bad anfftted dreadfully for 
extent, as though it were enlarged,and »rry | many months; in addition to which, it »!»«« 
/orciblr, as though it were brpeitropbied. | be borne in mind that he was a tauw. and 
Jt likewise beat Joodiv ; but there va* a (therefore had no oftcaritns tar ^tttfcre pursuits; 
difficulty here, because a bellows sound f iiid ap}M*s?rfi to baft* a my atreftg miod, 
occurred, and that wa*tl*e only sotted bean) i cspslle of <affring mu eh without n»m;*!#ta- 
frem the ventricle* ; and tbe'auricles aleo iiny. Jlsrtuy j.'*«av doubt* from the narious 
beat loudly and clearly. 1 confess, if 1 had testates r»i bis catv, when be awsured me that 
not been told soy-tbing ol the esse, box bad * he h^d bad no difficulty itt brealldug and wo 
simply traeted to my own ohserrarion, i I paiptiation. 1 asked whether he bad ubaartrd 
sitould have at once declared this to be a ■ nwy-w An/ever unusual about llte heart, 
case, not of pericartiitis only, but also one ho winch he d>dyypl.fl '■ YU'S that lib had 
of diseased heart, of hypertrophy and dita- i bad the bclIowsHidond t*»t «itt«e be wfls iu 
tattoo of the left ventricle, with a difficulty • the hospital bat fikt, . }fa «»« acquainted 
of egress from it; for never were the *ymj»- (with the term, because. »h*u in tbe ltmq»itsl 
toms of these affections more strongly mark- j before, the Wllows-soumt occurred, and 
ed ; but the patient assured me that lie had j though of courre be could not put bia *:«r 
been |ierfectly well till within a fortnight, • to inacliest, yet hr heard the sound when he 
wben be was audrienly seized with pain and [ was in bed, ami he said that it had never left 
palpitation, and as it was impossible for me j him. Such being the case, I have no doubt 
to deny tbia, i only ventured to put down [ that the heart had been dilated flearly tiro 
pericarditis. He was hied in the arm, and ! whole time he hsd been Out of the hospital, 
well cupped, and mercurislised, and wan a i hecauas there was no cause for the bellows 
great deal better, excepting that the heflri sound but the dilatation. You ar* aware 
aull gave the tame aounti, signs of hypot* that tbe bellows sound t>p|t«ara to stum* frutn 
‘^y. ** rf dilatation, and obstruction, as a certain degree of impediment to the pro. 
before, whan, on sitting up. taking some food great of tbe blood in the heart or tbe large 
0B * «•/* “• *yddenly exprrrd: he was not vessels, la this case there was no dimiai*. 
taking digital)*, or tbe sudden event might tioo of tbe mouth of tbe aorta ; but tbe bel- 
have been eacnbed to that medicine. low* aound waa beard tbe loudeat in tbe Mt 

Ofl^opemog the body (l am aoary to wy half of the cardiac ftgion, and at tbe moment 
that loanaot show you the heart), the heart of tba bean’s stroke and of the pube bftha 
prreeoted great appearance <A dhu-.se. The wrist; it arott, therefore, in tbe trsMit of 
left ventricle srae amamngly dilated, per- the blood from the Uft ventricle ; bet tbe 


There wh allfl gbekt ooogh. without expse- 
toratioa, whichtobd ancif times for five mi- 
notes, and tWrespiration was difficult, ex 
oept whee he was flitting up, or lying mi 
hit back 3 tbare was incresaed dyspinva at 
night.- In addition to thrse symptom* of 
pericarditis, there were anasarca uod mtcite*; 
fide tfodotnen was distended, and Ins fogs 
atid ihieht were of great mac. Tbe corn- 
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npraing net being diaenaed, not being nt >11 
sallowed, tlx iwpediinaht arpae from the 
great dilatation of ike yentrieft behind tbe 
opening. Each opesiagdteaio a certain na¬ 
tural proportion to the canty, and allow* 
tha aacape of tlx blood without rap now; 
bat If tbn proportion of tlx opening b> let- 
wood, then the particular noue of the bel- 
low* enund it hoard. Now tbit may take 
place bp the opening being abaolatrly dim! • 
disked ittelf. tiie cavitp remaining the came; 
or, again, ibe opening:bging perfectly natu¬ 
ral, but tbo caeity being iacreaeed, to ibat 
tha natn»l-ai/.cd opening will be loo amatl 


nrymnob, Yon know Ibe errnywWeb I 
sight bate been lad into in a coma apokam 
of hut week, tbo cnaeofeolic from lead. 
There ww ritdrat fife down tbo npira, rad 
in the Mtrnmitieo, and tret the patient 
stoutly denied that be bod bon iw die wap 
Of bad, till at loot it euaa Out that be bad 
bean pointing bin tbip. Now with raepect 
to that boy, there wralhfr on* fcn* ailowad 
bp bim, that bo bad bad tbe beUowa aoand 
for • year, radthriefore, aadar tboparuco- 
, lor circnantaitcaa of tbe heart manna 
pul mortem, the heart moat hart been di- 
[ filed all the limn; but with reaped toba 


fcr tbe free ctca|>a of tbe blood front the)being in toond health, iofleriug no palpiia- 


morbidlp lorgn eerily. That wtt tbe rate 
bi tbo preterit inatanca; tbo opening wno 
not ditniniibed, bm tbe entity wninoretecd. 
frequently yon will did that both are in- 
created; tb« tbecteiiyrad the opening ar« 
dilated together, ao that there la then no he). 

Iowa wood ; hot if ibn opening continue of 
ita natural dimnaatona, rad tbe cteityebe 
greatly increaeed, then pa will bear tb* 
bnliewa sound. in tbia cant tin beHowa 

sound was ear* load, amilliarowta nothing._. 

in prodoon it liol Iba ditalatinn of the wgeUtomt of lbs heart. >3?« 
Iricie, rompnnd with wbiob, the opening " 111 

wu felt by the fngan in be of esirema 
emelliiera. Now ne <M* ktUowa nonnd «- 
fried erer since laet yw, and bad grown ao 
eiirlem that hr board it nlwnpa biinerlf be¬ 
fore tbit lnat attack, IcranM but cnnclqde 
that the ddaMtnm hod raided nil the time; 
there wee no other oaoae for tbo heltnwo 
aountt; tbo bellow*.found did exit! all that 
time; it teai iatpoulble to beliaye that this 
dilatation could haee ttthen pluce in a fori- 
ni s ht. The right nnriele in often dilated 
just before death, flout the great impedi¬ 
ment to tbo circulation in Ibe butga; hut 
in that rear the part becomes thinner then 
tutial, la thia caae.ullkuiiglt the heatt wa* 
greatly dilated, it -wra not thitmtr than 
ttaual, rad ltmrefoi»||o dilatation moat haee 
been a alow prooeaa; freak anhaltnoe moat 
bare been depuaitad in tb* walla of the yen- 
tricin, tuutahe up for tbedilatatma. If tin* 
dilatation had been merely the result of| 
orer-distetuhou, then the pert wouhl bare 
been thinner; hot In Head of that it re- 
itteiued of ita natural tbirkoess. and there¬ 
fore tbe dilatation muat bane been attended 
by tbe denoaitioo of additional aubatanee. In 
keep up tbe original tbicknea, Thtewaa a 
oaae of bypettrnphy. hecouae with the stilus 
tattoo there watt tile natural lb|ctne«a; fur 
if there bad been no additional tohotract, so 
hypertrophy. the pnn would baea been 
thinner thtua uaual. You mutt reotoether 
tbta cireuatatanee, that although die heart 
may not h« thicker than ooual, thtre utty be 
hypertrophy; ite cnyjly map be greatly die 
hoed, ton ita thicknrat he onimpttrnd. 
i doubt iba truth of tbit boy’a acoouat 


tion, ud on dtffieoitp of btottbing, I doubt 
the truth of Ini abutment eety much. If X 
bad erne*, questioned him eery minutely, I 
thould no doubt ltaee found that be bad 
auffered, bottbntbn had borne bit aufferinf* 
and been abort lalkiag of hi* com- 

_. becaoae be .wan young rad bad good 

ouritt; badtod, lbod fret poor boon Urncfc 
with tbtCtntneaa rad nobleoeti kfr mind. 
With refer.*:- -- to tboearae ofeut 'adralh, 

11 a ngin a It orora from a aoddowlooe eg iho 
"• ■ ” »aware thatif 

r _.__ , tnweb diatead- 

ed' much dilated, it'foaea ita power. When 
lb* bladder bat beau oieeaaierly dntonded 
be tirine it will not empty ilaelf; retention 
of urine it Urn rooerquenco, and pH taut 
preaa upon tb* bladder to rauae it* eradia¬ 
tion. In yhia patient the left eenteiole of 
the heart arm found eomplateiy Mod with 
coagulated Mood, perfectly black ,* and H 
>u therefore certain that lira, left yeotricl* 
did not act at tha moment of death, la 
general you find the left eentncln quire 
empty, or containing btllo Wood; tbn need* 
muhition ia upon the tight aide of the baas. 
A difficulty of course occitra in Iba trana- 
tuiaaino of tbe blood through the tonga, rad 
therefore iu the tight aide you ban aocu- 
cuuiaiioo. As long an this—tbe sfttmwa 
nwriene—can i run emit iu blood through 
tbe lunge, the left rentr.de recnieea blood, 
end aesda it through ibe aoru, whence it 
buds itowty into thetyalem at large. There 
war not only as much blond on the riebt aide 
of the heart an uaual. but the left eentricin 
was full of it, and 1 therefore conclude that 
the (afteeatriel* bad euiMeoly nested loacl— 
had tuddenly teat iia pusrer, awl could not 
cbnaa away iu blood. 

With reapeca to Iba cat** admitted laat 
week, 1 aball not been tiaO to apeak of 
ibem; but I wilt enumaroto them, rad jam 
will hud them of an tntereating deacriptioa. 
Among ibe women wen buy pitientn; one 
with acinbut of the womb—a nary intent* 
oat* of eoirrbua; one of a diaeated ovation, 
where dtONwra aaolidtutooor loddnqay to 
a groat extent; ona ofaoute rbeumalism,and 
imra offaearg Among the gran neyaopo- 



m . MR. WK@» QNSOME DIMU®M.W fHE«E. 


UnUtmliMMi bn eaMofpilfrV *W*#t Thlelfcot prodnoad «* atnn at 
the writ- fim M, on, „r pt hy rf'tlio UM wm byhod, Kin eppwacet . at—t 
born MtMfeitiet from working io • wot whnt nadir to tbit prodootd by tbo ea- 

dittb. ft MM nr U..Lii!, m. ettatvrtir. .JR*.** *4. lr*Mt 


» mwweww artw, fcfbywia, wit! one of opmty w»m • cutrffMvt wife. fw 
JWly hf tbe toojpie, one eyelid, on* eye, H»«i of ixf, Otfer., W *»flh MhNl Ui »p«ei- 
*ei <M balfnf die face, with a d*$r*e'of *** of Ui* corttr*. are, tfecenifaqr *fl eb- 
ibmttion of ibe mind. m* tatfafi, ebietr ** tbt white part of the 

*y*. giving to tbia part, especially that op. 

- ■ • P*»d to the inferior ptlpebra, fromthe «(» 

. plication retting mort fam< a dtagreeafale 

dark-olive colour. From (jtene ohtmetio&e, 
ox tbe Ht will readily be perceived that It it fag* 

Mi-u.Ti.iirt or .cotatk of toon n »l-phy «•"»« oartu* of bod b- 

„„_ tionoio ol|cou«ofuloontunofiboeororo, 

ILCERS OF THE CORNEA, eapecfatly when (ho trteer it oitooMd oror 

mo or tintti or W"- I» «wb «•« I boot for ooom 

of ou.no (i», p, eKri w only tbt moot aimpio appli- 

IN OPACITIES. cotioni, n tepid or cold watar, poppy fomea. 

- - _ _„• ■ , lotirmo, Jtr. Or, in order to nei.trilia* toy 

“ Jo** Winotoi, Erf. P.E.S., Surfer* *Bi«Hiie adotioo on tiie eye, and Urn. pro- 
It tie Mancktrttr Eft Iralitutin, be. ™* ooy m-eoipitito upon the tilcw, if the 
— ocetote of laid io employed, it ahmdd bon 

FncrjTme ,r.T„. t ,.. . , * n « oeaa of acetic add, ant) tlria will be re* 

t £2lZ2£2* «»• i^*e *r 

Jacob (tbe paw*? I W„ ^ H*d Yet, is teat* inflam* 

is tbe fifth volume of riui n kk* m#t ‘ 0n * >* ^“uld beobvivottr improper that 

le»rlotion lh * «7** epamtita of tbe cor. 

«ww». I am ioducell^tooffS t^few2bte f ! Sfif th \ r ” r * te of iJJw » ymptojed in 
vatiooa on thia«,bid.rf mhiA . {nrm of <iro P* ooce or twice « dav.it 

mr notice for Mne J tia» obookl not bo eontioned mot* ih«n two or 

Imo twore ibu umiltr nmril^dtH* ram ' 1 "' ku ' *" oow*ioo»l impectioa 
-mb, or 6f ,be tudWotillr poiol on. tho 

•object it cne of rocdertble ’"“f" t ' ro, - ” d ,Lm b. cbooped for 

tbe treatment of an aren w. ° 0, -™” ri *re ofmerrurr, Uta eion— opii,or 

kutl to otefnl >. J° il " in *P ,c “ ou * tom* aimitir tpplication. 

and perbapt ntber i imperfoct^catea^mav not ,ta I«K>»«i<W. tbo 

be Without practical fotarit. ^ Sd L “,"**'** » f ">0 nitfOM were ebterved 

aa. 3 sr , a.‘srjsa ; 

s£ii' 3 ~ Fr's.'^«£css 

tfanasaaBaa 
s BttisaigsiSS casstts»sa*ia 

I believe th.t g SXtl wllh Xn *£?"' “"T 0 '™™ * *• ii 

healed, »i x bt etiii leave Jole’raWe viii^R •* th * ^ P«l. % lb*«ddi- 

«a circumference will, ir ireared bv bad ? f * T<?fJr * wiM ot nitric acid 

lotion, from tbe depositor the legd^to i?<* j ?att * , ,r ^* nrtr - *cr tdiacolourior 
»erv martrin oftlietileer ht.« A ( HTfCte frf?m the rraneudatioo of the depoatt 

dmt.tr .?«.i. ^: r o^ira.' *SSf n* rf lb * «»<«- JSJ 

“ tirtiM anti optuu. it ibo tl.i„* i 'a ".' f,r ° b,W f ?* P"'»«ted, and tboa the apph- 

«]•?« «*.. lVZ,ZJ! UtdwmJiM Z " ,ta, .">ir kt > imployed withoo, ,'jnry 

‘l*. anr dwompoaitiM twtlciioatt Irf “ f? 11 ^*** tw - lf *"T diacolottmtloj 

AjMi. euily retoorinr.b.^r^ Itl t' to » 

th*M 00 on Oftlic p^peb m X*i • ”« bl * i ” P»»*bly b. eottnierMted be an 

mwS. of tb. crpio : ^ *wropriit.«id. 

Of an nicer teemTtodfort^ ”»*>"“•«* w« tb« 6». mm In wkkb 

rd^’zrj.a t « ~ . .r~ 

«*in ia for—td, too irtijueu t!y*dtatrocU*lrta 


z£$Jzl 



mb. 'BAtrotcs cahbo* AMrenmoK. # m 

uafartanaloty not aiuaoaafol, »&•! tratf, 
pnuta intamiia, to ilia reedan tlTn.Ltth 
c«T, rapeciat)* to time *ko jit mein • me 
talleelioe of t|» molncbaly cue of t die 
(inguiali.d eberectar, which oeeuned inihie 
neighbourhood * few weeks ninco. 

On SelutJty last, it Staley lindge, tight 
IttilM from Maachtatar, t now fellow of Uu 


J,okearMijtk*a*eeuof the laad-lotioo. I 
undo thoodUoined note Mtho time:— 

Cent l,—Hey, 1830. Tho daughter, wt. 
S, of Gladwin, 11, Citu Sircet, dal lord, 
WU brought to o>« by liar father, on account 
Oft rattier largo nicer of the cornea orer the 
pupil, attended with conatdrrable iolam- 
nation and ictoloraace of light. After uaing 
the eomraon saturnine lotion for n few daya, j 
o danae white apoi appeared ou the part u 
If it had heanfeurnt hy time, prohahly front 
a dopoart of lead procuiiuied hy the awcua 
or leara on the pari. Tiie child u a« brought 
tone afterwards aateral tints, apd nearly 
the Mine appeavanea continued as (In ulcer 
WM healing. . 

Dec. 1. I called, in pawing, to that thia 
child, and found, the opacity covering the 
inferior inner part of tho pupil, butahe could 
toe a little hy the anterior apd enpeiior 
virgin. 

Cask *.-Pntwck Grim**, * middle-aged 
man, was admitted « patient of the Min* 
obaster Kye Ioat'tuuoo, Sept* k» 1830, with 


mini of Walker, hi Riding do** » rope 
from tike lop of »lofty chimney, tin baad- 
ing of wbxh bad been that day completed, 
f«W with prettt Tiolencenpont heap bricks 
at tbe bottom. He received tt-iattft eilM* 
eirely comminuted compound fracture of tbe 
left leg, from the ancle to tbe knes-jomt, « 
compound dislocation of the right aiitdttyttttd 
a double simple fracture of (lie upper atm 
oo tbe tame aide, under tbe insertion of the 
deltoid mtttele above, and about an itteh 
above the elbow below. The lota of blood 
was not very great. The man was under 
the care of Air. Cheetbam, aurgr<m> of Staley, 
*nd before my arrival had been cam«?d bottle 
ami laid oil a bed. f!e was in a complete 


large ulcer of the cornea over the left put imate of collapse and nearly insensible, bis 
:» - 4J — :*•- -»xt fa»c« covered with cold perspiration, cold ex¬ 

tremities, sod the pul* at the wrist quite 
imperceptible. Warmth and cordials were 


nil, attended with considerable psin and 
inflammation. Tbe affection commenced a 
fortnight previously. He was prescribed a 
saturnine lotion, purging powders, calomel 
ami r pium pills, and a blister behind the 
left ear, to be k**pt open by Mistering oint¬ 
ment. 

Id. fain and iuflainiMUoo relieved. Con* 
tkue medicine. 

17. A white defined opacity, the effect 
apparently of precipitated lead, observed 
occupying- the site of the ulcer. Totus 
papav* ami rep. pulv. purgat. 

No*. 19. Tbe ulcer ia mwiiy healed, but 
the opacity continue# iu neatly, if not ex- 
Ittlj, the **»<• state. 

Cask ;i.—John Newton was admitted a 
patient at the llaaclMSivr Eye Institution, 
May l£, 184th affected with ou ulcer of the 
corues, A saturmli lotion stid «*ni« other 


unremittingly applied will* a view of estab¬ 
lishing a reaction of the circulation ; which, 
however, did not not take place until twenty- 
four hours after tbe accident. Until seven 
o'clock on the following evening, he bad 
not so fur recovered from the shock of tbe 
accident as to offer even chance of bearing 
amputation. 

The fractured arm was reduced, and, upon 
examining the ancle of the same aide, it was 
found that in consequence of hating fallen 
perpendicularly upon his feet tbs astragalus 
had been split, und about two-thirds of.that 
bone had been carried outwards by the 
w,«ige-like pressure of tbe lower end of the 
tibia, and lodged immediately under the 
outer socle, its articulating surface being 


remedies were proscribed. He continued to ( distinctly tecogimsMa through the tense in- 


attend Oftcss*onaliy f the ulcer bealed. hut 
its vtostiw had previously assumed n de¬ 
fined whiteness, partly owing* apparently, 
to Irsd piecipitair. These and some other 
eases have *ren witnessed by tbs pupils, 
and also by my colleagues, at tbs iuatitu- 
lion, 

Manchester, Vcc.S, ISJO. 


cask os axTijisiva isf/tmr, i.vwnic* 
AMPUTATION 

wa« paifonHso wiraovT scccrsa. 

J3> VV. ft. WtMtro*. £**., burgee*, 
Mmch&ttr. 

Av sccooot at tbe esdosed caw of exten¬ 
sive injury Mowed by amputation, tboagh 


teguments. 

it was agreed, upon a cimtultatioo with 
Messrs. Ciieeilram. Hutton, and Pearson, 
t(i attempt to tave this limb ; and iu order 
to remove tbe fractured portion of the astro* 
gains, the opening was enlarged, when it 
slipped out of its new position, mid l watt 
vntibled to detach it by a few touches of the 
scalpel* from some remaining points of cca¬ 
ne x ion with the ligament. Tbs wound was 
dre*«ed with a piece of list dipped in Mood, 
and covered with strips of adhesive plaster 
sod a roller, and the foot platted upon a pil¬ 
low nod supported ia a p os iti on at right 
angle* with tbe limb- 
The fractured leg on the left aide was 
removed above tbe knee iu little more than 
one minute 4 Dm poor bum bora the opera* 
tioa R*atkttbly watt, sad tl* h^morrhag* 
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Iiiin n4ika,»*i,tMpnt. tW» &w 
the brawn, tt.tbMMn turn W«4«|*W. 
fenem, JnwwMM if bri»pH the wU 
of the heat into tMt eetarel aiteuiee.’ 
Thoe|h the iriution wu eecoapiiihed. 
thefotMBleool d not be bent (a more than] 
a right tagfo wiA Ae ana, tad o* fftamin- 
in* Ae joint to woMtom Ao K mi 
farad Ant Ac eade ef tiroboa* wet* la Ji 
Aeir telative poaitioa; but o* egwrinby 
the radius tpi ulna forwarde witkoaa how* 
whilst Ac bomeruswas fixed wiA Ae other* 
a crepitus coaid distinctly ha Ml* rod <TO 
Ae application of a tittle Areain'thlapoet* 
ton of the arm, perfect fiejtro* coold ba 
performed. On continuing the aauepai 
ton, Mr.Lawrooc* found that Ac eeigacM , 
proceaa of the ulna had boea hrohea flft,, ' 
which wooU acoooot for the exteaded stat* < 
of the limb wfaea he came here. The ana 
mi aecared at a right angle by mesas of 
eptiata aad a ating, and the bud left the 
hospital. 



_ evening of* 
eee hit own expteauoa, be now I 
■elf twice Ac mtaha mi yesterday. The 
pwuwonaf Ae eyeball extent*Ae mm 
extenua be bii adwisrion, baf Ac vaaea- 
latter iatetok diminifbad; be bsswpria 
i* m*r*\ Angiemote end Am t 
W, aad lift ; views is cowtiderAij im* 
.proced, Continue Ae lotio eetaiai. 

S. Th» neoolaritjhee nearly disappear. 
ad, hit 4gte ia teprariM, aad the proto** 
frionefAaev. ia a Utdadimiaiahad. Tba 
natmnl jwpil isditstsd, aad of as oval* 


comcouiok or ran nrrtwA, as* ate 
ficanBcr'Wf '*»• lade.' '; 1 ' 

Join O’Brien, mtat. 49, of a tofemt con*! 
•Oration, waa admitted iaro Henry's Ward' 
on Wednesday, the let of December, safe* 
the care of Hr. Lawrence. ‘ : 

The coBjnactica of the rigbtnys ia ml* 
autely injected, and the sclerotica slightly 
ao; tba eyeball ia protruded, and there is el 
alight efibeion of Mood into Ae anterior 
chamber. Tba iris ia detached to Ae nf-.j 
teat of Aree linea from the corpus citiare at-! 
ita upper end outer part, and presents a very 
good artificial pupu of an elliptical form. 
There ia incomplete amaurosis; be can saa 
Ae divisions of a window, and also the 
band when held near to him, but cannot 
distinguish a letter in a hook, though it has 
huge print ; he does not sufier any pain in 
A* eye, aor in there any intolerance of j 
light. 

He etates Ait be it a bleckamiA, and 
Ant oo Monday last he wu endeavouring 
wiA a large sledge-hammer to break an iron 
tod; Ain he affected, but a portion of it, 
about an inch long, rebounded, and struck 
him a very severe blow on the eye. He 
suffered great pain in As organ after Ae 
accident, hat it wae very much relieved 
yesteiday b| keeping ra bed all Ae day,, 
and taking as active dose cf the sulphate of] 
magnesia, which paired him briskly, and 
applying fomentsetew to the aye. Hr. 
Lawrence ordered him to take five grains 
of mlamri. wiA fifteen of jalap, imaedi. 
ate It, to keep a piece of hnea saturated 
wiA antoralae lotion on the eye, and to he 

bled freely fob As arm, 

t The dweier Had him to jfif twwro,, 
which, ««M trifef,. 


w ^afAe »riii pub* fttqoept ; tongna 
leM) havela open. The Hoad that wan 
observed b tiro anterior A amber is ah- 
embed. The iris appears to ban been 
thrown forwards, and to be ia oaptaatwiA 
the poaterior surface of the cornea. Hr, 
jUwvraea very much approved of Ae ex* 
HMt.to wbAh thoMe edta g had been car* 
fried, gadobserved that be had never uen 
|Aw«l%htoaUajmy ro»aU from a font Wend- 
iag ht m inflammatoryr disease, however 
huge it may have been. Continue lotio 


! 4. Batter in every reepect. 

9, Than is ntber more vascularity of A« 
conjunctiva to day, and be compliint of 
[prin io.th» eye occaaionaUy. Slight Ucbry- 
autioo, and intoienaM of light; bowels 
open; toegoe clean; pulse natural Con¬ 
tinue the lotio aaturoi, end e* 0. ad \t temp, 
deuvo. 

10. He lays hit eye feels perfectly writ; 
hi* vinos, though not ao good as before Ae 
occurrence of the accident, ia vary much 
improved. The protrusion of Ae glube of 
the eye baa entirely disappeared, and tiro 
iris has resumed ita natural situation. Or¬ 
dered to remain ia Ae hospital, but be wig 
be discharged m a few dsyi. 

HOSPICE DE BKJCTRE. 

oasi dr luraANTusrs. 

- Lacuac, mb tt, received, ra 18S2, 
« blow oa the internal lids of tiro left leg; 
Aia was followed by As formation of a large 
ulcer, and aweSing of the leg aad foot, which 
eventually attained such a rneeae to prevent 
the patient from following bis employment. 
He went to Ae Hopitnl St. Lottie, where he 
wit treated for about fifteen nuraAa, hut 
wiAwt any good effect i be waaaecordiagiy 
declared incurable end sent to the Biettre, 
where be remained from 1HS4 to Hay ItAU. 
During AU period Ae siae of Ao limb con- 
Itinued, wiA slight rile ration, to be about 
twfon Am of tiro right fog j Ae utyr re. 




All A»s mayhppear Mis practice to the 
Wd« practitioners of the present day, but 
taring experienced its salutary effects in 
diver* extreme esses, I am induced to commu¬ 
nicate it, and wittingly submit to any aOimad - 
versions from your more learned aomspon- 
dents, sad any shortening or exclusion alto¬ 
gether of your own, if wbat l hare written 
appear too lengthy or of little value, taring 
no private ends to Mm, nor any wish but 
to throw % mite (a very tittle «*<) into the 
trasanry offsets tending to public benefit. 

-••••' Ssusx. 

West Middlesex, Dec. 10,1830. 


THB AmHECAStBrACK k <tt 

»4«»h«ralt, cMmd ft i*< fa iSiSw 
U<t nrtiw, ndfafeud} im fd'fooi <mL mild 
andirifeoteri ,to ail jarires red jrarpoer* 
whatsoever, m if this Ai^ tad wt been 
made." There is, however, as ne«4» the 
customary exception to tbe ALL} for it 
says ** save and except andt pari'er parts 
thereof as are hereby altered, varied;, or re- 
l. w The alterations were aamettms 
enough, in all conscience, and the Mir 
powers conferred by the Act were really 
prodigious. The repealed portions of As 
Charter relate to eta inspection of spothe* 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Dec. SH, 1830. 

Ik No. 380, page 389, of this Journal, we 
furnished our readers with a condensed sc* 
count of the laws relating to the Company 
of A potbeoaries, up to the session of Parlia¬ 
ment for 1813, when the Apothecaries Act, 
which came into operation on At 1st of] 
August in that year, received the sanction 
of the Legislature. 

In pursuance of the plan which wa have 
adopted for presenting the profession with 
an *• analysis of medical laW," we shall now 
enter on an investigation of the clauses of 
the Act of 1815; or, mber, we will, on this 
occasion, lay before the reader the essence 
of as many clauses of the Act M our apace 
will effort Having executed thia pan of] 
our task, we shall place in immediate con- 
treat veverat of the provisions which are to 
be found in thia Act, and in the Charter of 
Jamps h, and then sum up by pointing out 
the numberless anomalies and absurdities 
with wliich the eluiaay volume of medical 
Statutes abound. 

In the first clause of the Act of 1815, it 
is stipulated " That the said recited charter 
of the fifteen A year of the reign of his Ma¬ 
jesty King Jamk* I* and all and every the 
powers, t provisions, penalties, forfsitures, 
regulations, clauses, lusttera and things 
therein contained, shall be, and Ac same is 

^ No. OB*. 


caries* shops in end within seven miles of 
the City of London,--the destruction of 
| drags found unfit for use,---and the "power 
and authority to examine end tty all and 
singular persons professing, using, or exer¬ 
cising, or who hereafter stall profess, use, 
or exercise, the art or mystery of spot) o- 
cariet within the aforesaid city of London, 
the liberties or suburbs thereof, touching 
and concerning their and every of their 
knowledge, skill, and science, in the afore¬ 
said art or mystery of apothecaries, and tu * 
remove and prohibit all those from the exer¬ 
cise, uk, or practice, of the said art or mys¬ 
tery whom hereafter they shall find either'' 
unskilful, ignorant, or insaficieut, or obeli- 
nate, or refusing to be examined by virtue 
of these presents in the art or mystery afore¬ 
said.’' 

Instead of these preposterous sad out. 
rageous powers, ao insulting to the whole 
of the apotbecariea of London, it was enact¬ 
ed, ** Thu the master, wardens, dec., shall 
and may, from time time, in tbe tby-timt, 
aa often si shall seem expedient to them, 
go and enter into say shop or shops of any 
person Or persons whatever using or*«er- ;• 
rising the art or mystery(of aa apottacary 
to any fart of ENotaya «r lp.u«, and 
shall or may search, aurvey, prove, sad de¬ 
termine, if the medicine*,Staple; ; pr • com*- 
pound, wares, drugs, or any ihiag* c$'thmss^pi^ 
whatsoever therein contained, and bd o ag i yff Y: 
to tbe art or mystery of apothecaries afore* 
tt ./;#■ 





M* INVESTIGATION OF THE CLAUSES OF 

•rii.'W hhddtam*, ahet .tRi St for the t Com pany of mMI trader* It i* worthy 
cm, health, and nee of bit Majetlyb Mb- of imtrk, thti tbit praotictof vl thing tod 
jd*»i Mil ud every tnoh medloiura, txinuniof iq the dty-time, it not dtcaud 
m«*, : dMgt, 6ra. wbihh tbty dull Sod atnntial lo tto raoeM* of * lira praotioe of 
64*0, MM, onlttrfolly tule, onwbole- me jicine tad the wol&fo'nfbh Mijnty’t 
tome, corrupt, peraiciout, or hartfoi, they tubjeott, for ft it merely JMmriraiw. Tin 
olitll a -d .-.tty bora or otberwiie deetroy.” motor and warden "huf" yd iota ooy 

The* ora tie powan oow held under the pert of Exdtenn or it 1 An. They " may " 
Apatheeariee' Act, by o com pony of whole- extmbietaytpathecery’ethop; they ■‘tup" 
••It and rottil dealenin drogo! Can there bora, or otborwioe daotray. Wby thio 
boo potter outrage on oil tbe priaciplet of “ may ?" Theeratttnttion of tpotbtctrie«‘ 
fair dotting, dun tbe poteettion of w*b thbpe with a view to foeertain the litaraa of 
unjnat privQageal Whot would be Olid if drugtfbr medidinal soot, to, or it not. ne- 
tbo linen-drapers of Regent Street wen ceotoiyj ifitbenecemary, then tbe muter 
empow e red to nomine tbe good* of tbe tnd wardens ohould be commanded to initi- 
haeh-drapeta of Bond Street, and to con- tote rach ettarattioni, tnd to omit doing ao 
tign to deetractioe tO tbooe portion! whieh nt their peril. And V it be not neoeMuy, 
tbty ebote to tty were unfit for ate, or bod wby it tbit power eotottolly bold tntrmrm 
been improperly’ maaafoetared, or orbicb orer the bead* ef t moot retpectoble tod 
were onmiited to du ttotet of tbe doyt honourable diet of gtotiraen t Whatever 
Whet, we uk, would bo raid of toy impu. aty btee keen tbe effect! of tbit right, it 
dent knoreo, who eould eleim mob e right 1 relation to tbe ptofoMioa generally, it meet 
•Yet tbe Hoeee of Caamonr, (Set teoit in- be dear to ell, tbet tbe tendeoey of tbe *ti- 
teBeoiml taeerably, conceded tbit privilege pnlotion it wonderfully etieuloted to ineretso 
* to tbe huge of Hbubtrb Hail, without be- tbe trade of tbe Worshipful Compoay. For 
eittUot or sensor! Nor it tbe “boning* pradtitionera, finding tbemoeireo tbuo ottbo 
nil) tat tbe extieimn ire required " to mercy of then trafficker!, would, of couroe, 
report to tbe mooter, Worden, tnd asaistaats rather procure tliiir drug! from the Halt, 
of the raid eocietj, tbe nans or ratet of whatever mty be the charge, then, by buy- 
neb penance penooe so shell be foand to isg them elsewhere, iecur tbe ritk of eooing 
hen the nawbeietoae or improper wane in them dettroyed before tbeir own doors,--of 
their possession, end tbe nutter tnd Worden being lined, end nf boring tbolt reputttioa 
mtjimpote tnd levy the following Snet tnd for ever mined. Tbe Worsblpfol Comp*«T 
pentluee open each nd every person whom would not, coaid not, think it nccouary to 
man «ba» be eo sported to themfor tbe nomine drngt tbotbod been tent ftom tbeir 
dint olfooce, the tnm of iovyetoidi; for the own wtrebeneet, nr ebemidrtu upplied by 
necond offence the ram of ten pmtndt; out their ewa laboratories. These nnu< bo 
hr the third tod fat eeeej other offence, genuine, and tenthly wonld be ioet lebour. 
tbe tom of riora^r ptwdi f * Wt should like to know if nay etbrr corpo- 

In tkie proeioioe, the power of the Ape- ration bo Invested with n timlltr arbitrary 
tbecorieo’ Company wan at cnee extended power. Some pert tnd empty eliekltrefor 
ever the whole of EogMtd tnd Wtlotj and tceient privilege# will contend, tbtt it wne 
Apoducariel, who bed hoot pmotieing for twittud otlnltry uthoriiy to protect (ho 
forty yurt, and who hod never been din- public from the efintn of notion modieol 
grrarad by holding my connexion with the compounds. Stub arguments era.intuiting 
ptopio of Rhubarb Hull, werb than, wish- to tbe whole ofthetpothacorieiof lbe Itiag- 
cotnppeal, pltced under tba lurreiilaMe of dam. Uaditd pnetKioaan an loo deeply 



THE APOTHSCARIE*' ACT. «1$ 

«Wrjfenogaof mediee-fegri talk and bndts— 
prof«m>^l>bMn.te W i^arnwoftki « And whereat it fa An aver of army pae- 
VriUB of their druge. Their reputatjoe, aos eiaraiaun the myafory of enepoAeoeiy, 
their p ufea i l im ri triiteaDe, their 1tread, to prepare wiA twnw gi to djopouo 
depend upon At integrity of Aemadiculei mob medicineeaa may be directed fat the 
thaj preeeribe, Cm theEngliah epotbe- rick ig/ng pkyudM* Uenutih 

aw? aw hold Ao rank af .ia Adependant practise physic if tke prtndtnl mtd am- 
ptoftaaioMl g e atl eo ws , whilst such a ate* mm&ytf tin fatally of fistic Ititmim, 
tuta •) this racwAt A Son*1 Tba charter *r (y fUhtr •/ tkt hotmieenMii tf Chi¬ 
ef An Grooatt'Comptaj does not empower for* ar Oua Miff, therefore, for thtfor- 
that body to deatsoy tba Uaa, aagm.ead Aor protection, oeom-ity, aadbecaSt.of hie 
•pins*, af tin grocera at E*ou*» and aabjeaU, he it auoud, Tkotif 

Weua. Yet it wee grsetad eoatempora- “> P"“ neing or Merciiin* the art and 
aeoualy with that af tba apothecaries, atbaa »jew 7 af aa apothecary (ball at toy tip* 
the Company of Grocers ted Apothesaries knowingly, wilfully, and coat em ao i o uriy tw 
war made two didiaot companies by .tba f»ae toatake,min. oompoand,prepare, trap, 
ISAJassraf, The (aat.bowerer, that the apply, or adauaistar, or lay way to aeO, aat 
apotbaaariaa of that period ware tba aw* <* aale, pot fimh, or pat to safe, to aay pet- 
aeraanta of the physicians, aiplaiaa what «* or parwm* wbataaar, aay mtdkAot, 
otherwiee would km keen aa ioaiplicabU oempeeud medieius, or awdlcArHs now- 
1 tnyaltry. Tbo okprierof^io CoHaja offby- petitions,orahalldrill etftiy,ornegligoul- 
aioiana contain upon that body Ac taint ly, Akielj, unfaithfully, fraudulently, ar aa- 
’ control orer Aa apothacarira of London, aa dajy make, mix, componnd, prepare, give, 
tba Act of 1814 hut conferred upon tba apply, 01 adaiialala*, or aay way eel!, act oo 
Company of Drag Detlria aaor tba tpotbe- aria, P«t forth, or pat to aria, to any paraoo „ 
cariaa of Eaptaits and Wnias, If there or persona wbataaar, any mediainaa, com* 
were no aervaata, there would ba no pound medietus, or medfefeable coanpooi- 
matters, and if tba primitire apotbaaariaa tioaa, aa direoted by toy preaeriptian, order, 
had pot bean the mere tub, or lacttaeyt, of or receipt, signed with the iaitiala, in bin 
At pbyaiciau, Aay narar would barn bean own band, writing, af any physician ao law- 
subjected to eorreoiioo turn the hollow fully lieauaad to piaetiuf pbyrie, tub par- 
grid-headed cones of the present day. ton or peraonaao offending ahull, upoaout- 
The founbobute daciuoe Aat no peraon plaint rnadt within twenty-one days by each 
: appointed by At matter or warden to be pbyriciu, and npon coo Tic tine of auch 
one of tba Court of Kampinan, or to be one offender before any of bit majoaty'a justices 
of Ao indirldutla appointed to inapact the of A* panoa, unloaa null oStador tap ahow 
aiiopa of tba apotbecariaa, aball ba deemed aoaao aatiifeotory raaaan, excuse, or jaatiS- 
In ba properly tptaWjad, tudaat ba abrit cation A thin bobaU, forfeit for tbo tat 
Imre boon n member of the Society of efimco Ao aum of tie pound*; for the 
Apothecariot of not laae the , lea y«n' aacoad odaace tba na of tea pouada; and 
•tending. forlbalbirdoStaubeahtUfecfeitbfeotr- 

TbafifA clauan ralttaa particnlarly to tba tifiontt.udba raadarad iocaptbia in fntara 
duty or proftaeiu of u opothooory, and it of wing or oae r ai t in g An tnimdmyttary of 
b moat ba rood with poculiar aa tiaf a r d i on by an apoAtoary, aod ba iiabla to Ac penalty 
tboao mombva of vta profeation who ou- Afcoud by tbia Aet apu oil wbo poapriw 
rid« Aat Any aco compatnat ud Ada- aa took without a aartiioata, A tba tamo 
pandatt madictl prtcritipptw. Haw A A* maanar ag.if nttritjuity w wuriolad ba^ 

• * ft< 



43$ IGNORANCE OP MR. BARER. 

B W r tow wi* * wttHMte *#»• j phj*k »"• wit** 

Uin|M««<>p»elR*M<ut*p«tlrtewyi to pn«i»».'*»4 life w»s*on^ftM»ry 

liMfffliAcif w ilrr--" 1 of hi» 'If •**»<> *** 7 ';S*V 

Alii bo ifidereil and doernid ioctpiW* >»j un4« the thwitoT i pM»Rr. lfot, M(t; 
faten. of meitiog mil hoMing tojr frwh, tin chemist mdAi»j{gi»i 
oetSCnte, Uilen the saidpuly eo ifplfiof jheietefi free. Hl.unji wettimwloinlj >*• 
for. t«i>cw»! ofhie ceitiScete ehill f»i(Mully j turn to dupeoee the pre«criptio» 
promise end under! ike, and give food and 


sufficient security, that he will not in future 
he guilty of the like offence.” I 

Every line of this Act «howa,by some 
pointed indication, that the whole was a 
juggle got up by the three medical compa¬ 
nies for their own wished-for advantage. 
The Company of Apothecaries gaped for the 
fees for the licenses; the College of Phyai- 
mans Kterelly Longed to show their mssteiy 
over the apothecaries, mid to protect their 
per-centage friends, the chemists and drug* 
gists; and the College of Surgeons fancied 
that there was (o be aeon in the successful 
issue of the Apothecaries* Act, the certain 
prospect of a triumphant campaign for 
themselves in the field oF legislation. 

Od perusing this Act of 1813, one is 
forced to the belief that it was not read, or 
Hot understood, by twenty members of the 
House of Commons; and it is impossible 
that a draft of the bill could hare been sub- 
mi i ted to those gentlemen who have been 
styled general practitioners, or they would 
teTer hare been quiet under such meditated 
wrongs, each accumulated insults. 

la the clause just quoted the surgeon- 
apothecary is left no discretion ; if he 
*' contumaciously ” refute to make, mix, 
compound, apply, or administer, or negli¬ 
gently, falsely, unfaithfully, or unduly make 
any medicine* aa directed by any prescrip¬ 
tion, order, or receipt, signed with the ini¬ 
tials, in his own hind-writing, of any physi¬ 
cian so lawfully licensed to practise physic, 
he shall forfeit the sum of jive pound*. Here 
it is distinctly seen that the fellows and licen¬ 
tiates of the London College of Physicians, 
and the graduates of the two Universities 
of OxroiD and C*»BftiDO«i are the only, 


authorised physician. Colleges of Pby* 

status and Surgeons, in framing the clause, 
were prodigal of this liberty. But the 
chemist was prohibited from medical prac¬ 
tice. Not so the surgeon-apothecary , whoj 
therefore, in the way of drawback upon 
his independence and privileges, was to be 
made the slave of the physician. But 
tyrants and monopolisms are ever, in the 
j end, foes to themselves. Their efforts are 
always most beneficial to the public when 
least suspected by them, and the encroach- 
i meets of the inedieil corporations upon 
the rights and privitegre of die profes¬ 
sion, will lead to •* splendid and bene¬ 
ficial a reform as was ever accomplished 
in any institution io any civilised country. 
If we bad nothing more, the clauses of* the 
Act which we have just quoted, would be 
sufficient to induce every member of the 
profession, possessed of common sense, and 
the least spirit of independence, to promote 
by every means in his power the success of 
a new Collics or MaoiciNa. -v; ■. 


A gentleman who was present at the 
inquest held on the body of the infant 
Marti* Mae tins, has favoured ui with a 
full and accurate report of the whole pro¬ 
ceedings. On several accounts it will be 
: read with feelings of painful Interest by the 
members of the medical profession. The 
girl Smith ought to have been called as lit 
witness,and at the same time ought to hsve 
been told that she was not bound to answer 
any questions that could criminate herself. 
I It i* useless, however, to endeavour to teach 
attorney*coroners- a knowledge of the Urn 
relating to inquests. • 




INQUEST ON JIARITN MERTENS. 4 $ 

>■ LONDON HOSPITAL. am went cut to tor work u tiaoal, faring 

— the infant, in perfect health, m tbs cor* of 

YesroansTfi.e, Tuesday* Doc. 7th) on the prisoner. About half-past etx to the 
iaqoeot *« Imld before Mr. Baker, at the evening, Elisabeth Smith oeme to her place 
London Hospital, on the body of'Martin of work, and told her the must eonte home 
Merten*, «u infant of fourteen months of directly, as the infant was taken worse. 
»ga. on suspicion of occasioning whose Alarmed at this atelUgenpir. ohe burned 
death by wilful burning, Elisabeth Smith, homo after the girl, and found her and her 
his late nurse, is now In custody. mother in witness's apartment. On fast *n- 

The jury having been sworn, the Coroner taring, the ptisonef’s mother, said tabor,-*- 
addressed them at some length, observing “ Mrs, Merten#, I am sorry to tell yoo,your 
that they were met to inquire into the cir- child has met with an accident, and got 
cumsfaaces which had caused the death of burned." As she said this, she lifted the 
an infant, whose body would be submitted to infant's clothes, and showed its posteriors, 
their view. The case appeared to him full which witness was shocked to see wore 
of difficulties ; there was no possibility of dreadfully burnt, entirely denuded of the 
obtaining any direct testimony on the nub- skin,and"having the appearance of raw beef, 
ject j the only person present when the de- On witness inquiring of the prisoner bow it 
ceased sustained the injury being u girl happened, she said, tliat about half-past 
named Elisabeth Smith, who was herself in four that afternoon, she was holding the 
custody, charged with hiring wilfully in- infant, with its clothes tucked up, and one 
dieted It. Were he (the Coroner) to order of its legs over each of her srms, to the fire, 
her before the jury, it would be bis duty, to warm it* bottom, when the child slightly 
in the very first instauee, te camion her not screamed, and removing it from the fire she 
to answer a tingle udestion tending to cri- found it burnt. Prisoner added, that she 
minute herself. In tact, he did not see how then bathed its posteriors with a towel, 
the evidence of a person in custody, on bus- steeped in cold water; and after tome time 
pieion of luring committed a criminal aot, earned the infant to her own mother's, by 
could in any way be received as proof, how whom she was subsequently sent to fetch 
that act had occurred. The only testimony, the witness. 

therefore, which could he laid before them, Hga Juror .—Did it appear to you that 
would be circumstantial evidence, to which she told the truth! 

they*would pay every attention, sod duly Witness.— •'From the state of the infant, 
and dispassionately consider its bearing, and of its clothes, it was, and is, my firm 
Most of them (tlie jury) had, doubtless, belief, that the prisoner, Elisabeth Smith, 
seen an article on the subject they were now wilfully held the infant close to, or placed 
assembled to investigate, in the newspapers its posteriors on, the fire, and I immediately 
of that morning, but whatever they might accused her of it. 

have read or heard of the matter they must Juror.—Wo* the infant burnt in any other 

now dismiss from their minds, sad form part than its posteriors'! 
their verdict solely from the evidence then T 'fitness. —In none whatever, 

to be submitted to tbem. Jiff the Coroner.—ll*A the deceased in- 

The Coroner then requested the jury’s font any of its clothes.on at the time it sat* 
attendance with him to view the body of taint'd the injury 1 

the deceased infant which lay in the depo- Witness .—Elizabeth Smith toW me that 

aitory, and presented a painfully affecting the child had all its clothes on. ; 
sight. The fmter*rt t ieam nearly hip to Coroner*— Were any of its clothes burnt 1 
hip, were deprived of the skin, were of a Witness. —Mot a single article was either 
livid colour, and exhibited convincing indi- burnt or scorched; the prisoner mentioned 
cations of having been acted on by a very to me as the cause of their being uninjured, 
powerful heat. The scrotum also was blis- that she held them tucked up whilst warm* 
tered and swollen, projecting from behind iug the child. 

like an sir-blown bladder. Coroner.— Have you the clothe* with 

The jury having returned from viewing you! 
the body, ffkness,—l have, 

June Martens was eworn: she deposed The clothes were now exhibited te the 
that she resided at No. ilC. Quaker Street, jury; there was not on any of them the 
Spitalilelds, and was the mother of the slightest mark of the tetaen of fir** 

I, deceased. Her husband and herself being Jiff a */wt*r.—-How has the prisoner con- 
1 in general out at their respective work from ducted herself since she fan* been in your 
morning lid night, ahuut six weeks since employ 1 

the, without making any inquiry into her witness*—Very well. She his alwav* 
character, hired the prisoner Elisabeth Smith, been sober, good-tempered, and apparently 
• girl of t?, to take care of the child during fond of the deceased, I never hade# eagry 
the day. On last Thursday morning wit- j word with her. 
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INQUEST ON MARTIN MSATEN8. 


Amv—WkM ram dm kW-TM fer 
' <tbM«b« primam «aWfyb<u:»t 


fte Sraplm it too 
.HA* md «k» 4ram4«MM m too titll. 
.to Into MWo ofoo it , ho oonld ooljr oolk 
ip In i li ng by tin ohun> Tho ioAot'o oot 
bo«| burnt» wy otbot port dm tin po«- 
nrion,—tin eomnin tod um om of 
tbe bon io tint ooo port,—owi mom of it* 
okttbu boiag u>jiu«i 

J Ji- r.r.— Hid tho imfbot oo tbot dm 
ooilod itmin 

APtiuon.—-No, tod it trot, in fooorol, Tory 
oleuly. 

Arar<—Did tho infest, wboo you or it, 
w oo n nooii 1 

IfiUtttt /—It did not tenon at 41 whoa 
I tow it. 

•hnrridKi it oppoor ftifhltued ot tho 
yciooorr, 

lyiintUi —It took oO uotioo of tho pri 
ooaoi, of Oryoolf, or of wy-thing clot, but i 
bold ita hood dowo,ood ooemad to bo hi o 

iftteMf*, 

By a ,/ctrer.—Did you immediately Mod 
for a surgeon 1 

ffknae.—In company with th« prison' 
■r’i mother, l directly took the infant to C 
surgeon's, who, without looking- at it, 
sired me to take it to another surgeon's. 
That gen tie m nH examined it, and then slid 
he would make me up something for 
eightecnpencc, but having only tupevee in 
the world, sad that joat borrowed, l wet 
eorapelled to go without it, and to contest 
myself with an application of linseed-oil to 
the pan injured until the next naoroini;, 
wbeu 1 brought the deceased to this hoe- 
pits!. 

John Philip Scerthei stated that be wn« 
n»teroslgrondf»toerw the deceased. About 
• fortnight since be was at bis eldest daugh¬ 
ter's house, when the deceased infant bap * 


pened to tuake water oo the floor. The | pain. 


observed that imp danghtcr nroand Tow- 
apirited, and w »j aakuig what wide her 
sjfcdntt, she said that As had mat with a 
afcfortuna \ ,abn was hoWing tha infant's 
posteriors to the foe to iadoee it to make 
water, when the child pinched bnk van and 
cried. She instantly took it from the Ire 
aedemloohini et ita bottom found it burnt. 
After applying to the burn a doth dipped 
in sold water th« brought the infant to me. 
On my examining the in font 1 called in my 
landlady, and by bar adeiee covered the part 
injured with a doth saturated with linseed 
oil. | then took the infant back to ita mo¬ 
ther’s, to fetch whom 1 at tha same time 
dispatched my daughter. 

Mr, Jams WmUace, sworn.—I am a stu¬ 
dent at Urn London Hospital; about half-past 
one last Friday I was, with Mr. Dyer, called 
to attend a* infant that day brought to the 
hospital. 1 found that it bed received a 
burn which extended all over its nates, the 
scrotum also waa blistered and greatly swol¬ 
len. Proper remedies were exhibited, but 
tha infant died on Sunday from irritation of 
the brmm produced by tha burn. From tbe 
appearance of the hum I cannot say whether 
toe child’s posterior* were in actual contact, 
or only close to, a fire, but from the extent 
and severity of the bum, they must at least 
have been plmu-d close to a strong fire. I 
cannot say how long (he duration of lime 
requisite tocauve atfeb an injury, would vary 
with the i or rosily of the heat, and its conti¬ 
guity io the ohjt’ct burned. 

liy a Juror .—Would the infant after sus¬ 
taining such an injury Lave felt much pajn > 
Wit next, —It must hare been iu intense 
agony from that ioataut. 

Juror .— Should you think the infant 
would hav* screamed much ! 

ff'tines*, 1 should think H moat have 
crird and screamed dreadfully'; it could not 
have been one moment free from excessive 


prisoner, Eimbetb Smith, instantly caught 
him up, exclaiming, “ You impudent rascal, 
the next time you serve me an, I will do you 
a mischief.'' The prisoner's face wa* turned 
from witness, and he cannot say whether 
tbe expression was used in jest or earnest. 

Jan e Smith , sworn —I am the mother of 
the prisoner Elisabeth hmitb, my daughter 
is a very steady girl, sad remarkably fond of 
children. About half-peat five last Thurs¬ 
day afternoon, my daughter cams with the 
deceased infant to my residence, JN.o*. 4* 
Queen Square, Moorfieldt. There seemed 
to be nothing the matter with tbe iofat, it 
bmaqnito comfortable and very cheerful 1 
gave the deceased some sop which itr toe 
hettrttiy.- The infant did net at/pear to be 
to my pain, it never cried , or if it did so 
***»«* twice, it was so slightly as not to 
attract any attention. After some time I 


This being the last witness, the Coroner 
having read the evidence over to the jury, 
observed, that from the whole of the evi¬ 
dence, it appeared to him that the nurse 
Elizabeth Smith bed, either to deter tha 
infant from again committing some fault, or 
to punish it for having committed one, held 
it to the fire, and, unfortunately, so long, 
that it had received a fatal injury, but that 
be could not believe the girl intended aeri- 
oualy to injure or destroy it. That, there* 
fore, if the jury coincided with him, the; 
would not deem themselves justified in ve 
turning a verdict of murder or of mao 
slaughter, but out of accidental death, wit' 
some censure on the pmonsr! U 
At the repented suggestions of the sun 
moniug officer to a juror, that gemietni 
now requested the Coroner to order the wo 
to b« cleared of all suaugera and reporten 





DERBY INFIRMARY. 
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JT# the JBditortfTu* La woe?. 

Si a,—It is with regret that I feel myself 
again called upon to reply to eeocryttoai 
imputations cast upon the profcsetoaal ehi» 
ract**r of • gentleman connected with the insupportable. The woman lie* with her 
Dei by Infirmary, m an article wbioh »p- Junta drawa op towards the belly, and ia 
peered ia yew hut number, wberetna moat unable to turn herself, or perform nay mo- 
erroeeoue statement is given, both of the liondexaaiKling e4 exertion of the abdominal 
oaae alluded to, aed of tbe treatment nu»d«. ReapUation hurried^ with a abort 
adopted. 1 am far ttm presuming, ia the harasaiag ttHtfith {-tongea^iyat the point, 
following eommumostinu, to eonstatote toy- moist elsewherepnlaet04, email ami wiry ; 
a«?lf a judge of the propriety or impropriety tmweM pwyadL Jjtp> hired wetm e* post- 
of t>r. Baker’* practice or opinions, 1 eu tmpUaHxt cmthmidis duo mMommi, 
merely lay before the profession the case, I)r. h to be 

which ia by no mean# uninteresting, and expectedhttotext ia. this diastase , they 
make a few obser»atio«a on the report of must be need much larger than ia generally 
your anonymous correspondent; not be- done.—K»«iug. half-peat eight; Daly nine 
cause 1 consider time ao contemptible eu leeches took hold; pate and reatlesaneae 
attack luerita ftom iff nature any oilier no- continue t pulse 100, rather jerfctag. ft, 
tice thaw that bestowed upon it by the geo- V. S. ad jsyj. 

tlenr.an whom it ao feebly avails, but purely 2i. nine a.*. Is breathing with more 
to expose the haee falsehood* proumlpied freedom; akin tea* dry, and tongue not ao 
by the author of those paper* by which onr ml; pulse softer. Blood abstracted has a 
profession lias been disgraced, purporting strong huffy coat \ Wtateta have risen wall. 
id contain statements of proceeding* occur- Has *inu»gurr. To hare barfey-water.— 
ring in this place. Nine r.u. Continues belter. 

1 had thought that my Inst reply to the *&. 'Tongue moist in mty part; pulee 
case of Ellen Cope (to which 1 see allusion % ucd soft; bnwels confined* with adrme 

ia sgain made id th* paper which elicits uneasiness and dhrtwweu. JJ, Put*, rhori, 

these redtorks), would hare efficiently ty ; sod* subear ; ft.puiv, ft. ntmemL 
shown hew little reiiauoa is to b* placed R Mist, antim. ttper, $j, hit* horit. 
upon the staiwuepfii with which " IMiilsn- *6. Complaina of pain ia the bowels and 
thropist/’ “ Reporter," ke.,mutatt>nt>min*, -ease of tightness acrosa her chest. Bowels 
has ao often sulUed your valuable pages; open; no distension of the abdomen, 
however, a* iliey MiU fold a place in i ns \£ Soda em+omatu, jj \ uq. month*, jiuu 

JUtK'BT, 1 most, in order more folly to R, Opii, n i AO j of. pur*. Jass, m. cop. 

open the eyea of the profession, request the Ham partem statimet tertiit horis repetm- 
early iocertioo of tbe following:— dam, , V ;i v 

Ca**.— Oct. to, Hannah Mansfield, »lat, *»7. Better; has had aliglrt stem* dis- 

34. a married woman, was attacked with charge during the last day nr tarn, wm «t» 
fever on this day week. (Her husband ia ing ofdark groaiiMU Mood, eaataim 
now in tha Infirmary, labouring under few, ofcoagufau ■ '■ • 

and cbe it reported to hare lost a child dur *8->ato ia tha aWotoao reccrred this 
tog the last few days from the masse disease.} morning, the bowels wet hartayheea opened, 
lautnight, previeua to her admission, she is Mr. Du, the bouse aargeO** ordered pair, 
stated to hare miscarried and lost aoeottder- rbmi, 9j, which has n« «* operated (ten 
able quantity nf blood per vagiuam, both *.».) ; no tension of tbe abdomen, butrtig 
prior «sd ,.to<iwwt to to «»ing iaio tH» bifhljr Mntbl. to fiwn. Th. foot rod 
Unto. Hn WMM» to mwou., ud lonlHtol tmrsrod wi* oUmmj pntpiatto., 
to nto, * wwu>, aw. To*gw drj, I»|» ttod* tod tontoi fito W. »i» 



















m utu mm vtmm Gt dr . baker . 


fbciUs $ hUbilli roiMtttwI. wkiofa meat be 
comum mm; mitt. km; n» :&&■ 
monitf mixture was suspended the day be- 
forerewerdty. g, Submur. hymtrg?., 
mf&tr* epU, gr. r; tmf. toMli f.S. 
h. cap. j, Mm Jcru^-Hore, 
bf r.w. 11 m tenderne** contitfoee unabated; 
toUgtrtdry; pulse lOO. Ptrpd. m mm 
pifutorum; ttppttcenUtr hiniimet xi j vcl 
xtUitiretfertmt. 

29. eight a.m. Fourteen leech** were ap¬ 
plied ; bed one motion in the night, end got 
4 little sleep. The pills, of which she has 
t»k«B seven, caused free perspiration; 
month not yet affected; in free from pain, 
and the tongue i* much more moiat.—Six, 
r.u. Ie much better to-night j skin Cool, 
audit quite free from pain. Mo moremedt- 
cinetonigla. OMttpllnUe. . 

& and 31. Continues better a passed a 
quiet day on the 30th, cndhaa hod some 
refreshing sleep* 

No*. 1. Has alight diarrfrcBa, B> Mis- 
tont camptone, gin; ft *9- 

punt? Jiv., m. usmat Jj. Stitt ktiris, ; 

2. Improving. Petged. w urn mutnvxE. 
To bate tight puddings, ango, and arrow¬ 
root. ■ - 

4. Omit the mhcthre. ft 8ade cart, jij 
infuri eahtmba t %t ( aq.fantis, jiij; m. ink. 
fitter die. . > 

5. Complains of sore throat. UMur tint- 
mnUo (annumt^ yro re natil. 

rife to 29th. To have white wine, Jij in 
the day, taken in arrow-root, aa instructed 
From this time ahe gradually regained her 
strength, and on the 29th was discharged 
cured, 

I will not waste lime in protiog this to 
he a com of peritooitia, combined with 
typhoid fever: tbv gradual extension of the 
pal trover the whole abdominal cavity—U»e 
great tenderness and impatience of prea- 
•ora—the poiiiion of the woman—her ina¬ 
bility to turn or exert the abdominal reua- 
olea—the hurried respiration—the small 
Wiry pulse— the anxious countenance, coated 
tongne, and huffy state of the blood, ail 
apeak too plainly to be mwuoderatood, ex¬ 
cept by thoae whom ignoranee or enmity 
havffstultified to a lamentable extent Nei¬ 
ther » it necessary to insiat fur a moment 
upon the necessity of adopting that ener¬ 
getic and decided treatment which was in 
ait ease so jadieieosly snd peraeveriugly, 
and, I may add, anootaafully persisted in ; 
but that'information on Una topic would be 
Mcrieesble to some aetnhere of ottr pvofea- 
•knl'i* this place, is unfortunately too eon- 
tfctatons, from the precious document be- 
fore me, on Which I shall new makes few 
remarks. 

1 do not condescend to notice the ekgsaoe 
Of Hcehuy composition with which the case 
«f « G*»«£gf* U adorned j nor jet the 


may ineffectual ctrngglee U kfiaoo which 
it con tains ; these all dwindle into compara¬ 
tive insignificance before the want of feettag 
and principle so conspicuous in every Una. 
The ease given above precludes die neeee- 
aityofray counting the aeotene**, in order 
to proclaim the number of falsehood* paford 
uponyouT pages by tbia mendacious re¬ 
porter; hot his “ practical question* M de- 
maud a few words. Query, Did not the 
huge blister, by its tlrnngury, promote the 
ubortion 1 Would not merctmal action have 
the same tendency 1 No, because the “abor¬ 
tion ? had token place previously to their 
adoption,—Query .3rd, What was bleeding 
likely to do f What it did do,—save the 
worn mi's life. Would not opium and the 
soothing system have been more likely to 
relievo the pains and to have prevented the 
abortion 1—Shade of Hippocrates! A s there 
can be little doubt that the reporter of this 
case is a medical man, 1 would earnestly 
solicit him, for the benefit of those unfortu¬ 
nate individuals who may hereafter come 
under his care, to refer to soiue work from 
wbicfc tM may leers, that peritoneal inffam- 
matioa is not to be treated by opium. ( V ide 
fturna, Mason Good, Armstrong, Mackin¬ 
tosh, Stc.)—Query 4th, Was not thia tease 
Of uterine irritation and hemorrhage, with- 
04t inflammation, occurring in • pregnant 
Woman, ilehilitated by typhus fever,—ihe 
commencement of hooding having been 
takefi for a miscarriage, and the miscarriage 
not, in fact, lakiug place till the putient had 
Hooded for more than a week, and had been 
subject to mrdrcsl treatment well calcalsted 
to produces miscarriage? The fact of the 
woman's never having had “ flooding, ” 
except immediately on he* admission, pre¬ 
cludes the possibility of such a mistake; 
and from what l itavn stated l would ask 
any tyro, Was this a esae of uterine irrita¬ 
tion without inflaamatiou 1 No, Sir; it was 
irritation of another kind $ it was the case of 
a set of men irritated by conscious infe¬ 
riority of lulfBt aud professional auoinmento, 
to endeavour by all the means which envy 
and hatred can suggest—by calntnniea which 
they knew he would never degrade himself 
by noticing, and by indignities too cou- 
tetaptible for resentment, to lower the pro¬ 
fessional character cf l)r. Baker to some¬ 
thing like an equriitywKli their own. It is 
to be regretted that their maHcione false¬ 
hood* should bsve so extensive s field for 
circulation as that tflbrded by the pages of 
The La near; but it is to tie hoped, that 
after Hie erpotd which 1 have given of a few 
specimens of their proceedings, your co¬ 
lumns will be shut against soy more snony- 
mout charges against Dr. Baker, at least 
Without aoms stronger marks of anthefaUeity 
than the cowardly attacks which have been 
made upon that gimlanas, ooataia. 
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QM statement of your anonymous 
corr as poo deu t I must assent meet faRy,— 
that Dr. Baker deserves credit for his aore- 
mittiug attention to the Infirmary patient*; 
and I Would also take this opportunity of 
ftxpvtsatBg tba-obHgaliotsa which my fellow 
pupils and myself owe to him for liis atten¬ 
tion to our interests in facilitating so mate¬ 
rially, by his punctuality of attendance; tmr 
opportunities of seeing bit practice, and 
likewise in derating a portion of hit rala- 
able time to the exposition of the eases 
under his care in this institution. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

T. R. /'Onxb. 

Derby, Dec. IT, 1830. 


that the injurious charges heaped Upon tbs* 
My hr disappointed rivalry, pertigao- 
ranee; and rsaceeeua «¥jfymw- ao-fofo*:.n» 
they are unworthy* This 1 pKfMs to prove 
in the pages of yoor journal, by facts and 
reasonings, an a s las t ed by those arts at ridi¬ 
culous metaphor, parson! allusion*, mid 
coarse ridicule, which answer no other pur¬ 
pose than to pervert or conceal the truth. I 
only ask, to use the 4 * language of enotber 
place," a clear stage, and im favou. The 
discussion shall embrace an unrestricted 
inquiry fato the principles which 
the legislation and oouneds of the io*tit»- 
tioo, and a rigid scrutiny of the conduct of 
the members m the practical application of 
tJ>os« principles. I do not expect that the 
institution abalt be found completely fault- 
leas, hot if I can show that the system 
adopted has led to as valuable results, mud 
has, been as little perverted sa any other, I 
shall claim due credit from the candour of 
those who are interested in the discusaton. 
It should, however, be positively. settled, 
that in no ease shall the name of any party 
be introduced into the discussion, and the 
signatures to the communications shall be 
initial*. The profession must be sick of the 
impudent egotism sod vanity of those who 
make a trade of uaiug discussions of tbit na¬ 
ture, for the purpose of lwepiug their names 
before the public: it is Hut the trumpet 
which proclaims the arrival of the charla¬ 
tan in the market, and should be received 
with the hooting* which it menu. 

Now, Sir, you are, I believe, * radical 
reformer, and au advooate for universal suf¬ 
frage and annual parliaments in Lincoln's 
Inu Fields. We, in Sieplien’a Green, Dub¬ 
lin, enjoy those blessings of universal suf¬ 
frage and annual parliaments, and vote by 


DUBLIN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 

MEDICS I, XDUCATIOSt AND OQVEaWMS JrT 
*N IRELAND* 

To the Editor ofTnt Linen. 

Sir,— 1 have been abused in a late num¬ 
ber of your Journal by tome 44 great un 
known" advocate of unassuming virtue end 
neglected talent. I am not going to i 
mys-if against the scurrility of the 
terested &ud gentiemauly author of that 
communication, satisfied that the mud 
which be fling# will settle hack into the 
stinking channel whence he drew it. I 
wisit, however, as 1 attach the highest value 
to the good opinion of the members of my 
profession, to here an opportunity of stating 
that 1 have taken no pan whatsoever in a 
paper war which appears to rage between 
me and a professional gentleman of ibis city. 

One communication, which, I am told, con¬ 
tains observations injurious to the character 1 ballot too -, therefore, if the statements re¬ 
ef this gentleman 1 have never seen, either, apectiog the inefficiency, dishonesty, aud 
in mamucript or print, and 1 have only | depravity, of the Irish College be correct, ic 
looked nto those which contain attacks on j is a conclusive argument against the system, 


myself, to ascertain whether 1 should notice 
them or not. When 1 stand up in my place 
in the College of Surgeons, to expose what 
I consider mischievous end impudent folly, 
or to uomsak whet I know to be most here- 
faced imposture, 1 exercise a right and 
perform a duty from which, I hope, 1 shall 
never he found to flinch, 1 court sod solicit 
similar treatment towards myself, if any 
member meets an opport«nity*of exercising 
bis lights, or perforating his doty in a simi¬ 
lar manner, and I pledge myself that be 
•hall be answered on the spot before a com¬ 
petent tribunal, to whose dscudoo and opi¬ 
nion l shall implicitly bow. 

With reference to a subject of much 
greater importance, the character of the 
Irish College of Surgeons, I will now break 
through a silence which I have long un¬ 
willingly imposed on myself, hy sssening 


at lout, in this country. The fact is, that 
the constitution of the Irish College is as 
purely democratic at the most ardent ad¬ 
mirer of free institutions could desire. The 
charter was granted to each and every 
member of the Cullege existing at the 
time of the incorporation, giving them 
power to elect by ballot their of&eers of 
every description ones in the yegpw-to hold 
Mated meetings—to make by-Uw#r~'to raise 
funds and apply than to the support of the 
institution—to regulate the ndoowonofthe 
students or pupda—to grant licenses to 
practise surgery,—and fiom timeie time to 
admit other members- Aaaaaddii tonal 
security xgoiusc uodaeiniuejvt*, the misap¬ 
plication of the funds, and of injustice m 
tiie examination of candidates for licenses, : 
it is enjoined by the ehsxter, that any twelve 
members, by signing a requisition to the 
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M 

president, mar HWM a meting of tbej 
College far M perpoee of dieenaaieg aeyt 
perticataigiaaatia*, or tedmmiag any grin- 1 
•»o»; thia Uw foodi of the Cottage alielt be 
applied awly to tko support of (be instiln- 
I timvfatlybm any candidate far the tiooaw 
< of tho <340(9. wboie rejected by * ooart 
of tnmiMn of six members, la entitled In 
> moot to a junior ouuteeniiMihf of twelve, 
Boob it our Magna Charts f our rtatuies, 
at by-Insm, ate constructed fa s simitar 
spirit. The nffiirt of the Cottegn are ms- 
aagsd by Ttrioo# committee!, shetad by 
ballot toot iu lit year, tad toy oudidtla 
who solkita for tout it duabiaa iron hold¬ 
ing 0*00. All properly-educated pbyei- 
mean or aargaons lie eligible to profeaeor- 
ehipa. Tho elections to profosaorships take 
■doct or meetings of tho College ot largo, 
and tbo oualiicadna on eubauttod to tho 
scrutiny of the members, who delegate on 
the apt* tbo power oftolKtiot totbopreai- 


TtuTxurr or caotun MiHb 

To the JSdiftr of Tat Laura. 

Sia,—Ilia foaBy a pity that tbtnoro to 
fair medical meafa (Mb at toy other won- 
try, who bate aayot b*aa able to diatom a 
moody, or area proper trtatnbm, fcr tho 
|earn of (bat dreadMdisease, "eholnrs mor¬ 
bus," orbiob, whan it aaaaowa ita moat 
alarming character, baa, from tho earliaat 
period to tho present dote, bailed alt tbo 
•lull of tlioao who boot tried to counteract 
its powerful effects. Tbo rotaminnus do- 
aoriptiooa of tbo cStna abd effect of thin (be¬ 
etle, and the varioua rule a for the cure of 
it which are laid down in the Worka of the 
different authors who bare written on the 
tohject, are at confused and Inconsistent, 
and aswrangling and perplexing, hum the 


as want , . , 

___ _ manner in which they are recorded, u tlie 

dent and coon of cnaaora, aa to t jury*, wbotturbolont warea of the oeoon ; Sot the mvs- 
aurat immediately ooaae to a deciaioa. Car-] Wry in which the efftcti of tho conae of thia 


tiffcataa fcr attendance on hsuwa are rt- 
ceirod from nit teachers, public or private, 
who cosfdrm to the regulations laid down 
for the guidance of the profcseors in the 
, College- The elimination of candidates 
for lettera teatiaoomcl, ia open to all aunt- 
beta and Kcentiatea of the College. The 


. duties performed by the members, many of rearitrag nod purging, leering the inleati 


which are moat laborious, are oaocutad 
without fee or reward i no member, eaoept 
the curator of the moaeum, receieieg oaa 
abiliieg for biaaerricea. 

In these voluntary enactmoota may here- 


disease •tffl remains ia easily cuplaihed, by 
the Cidfauloue treatment that Icme, and in¬ 
deed aunt medical men, adopt in endeavour¬ 
ing to chock ill progtm i ■»' matter wbe- 
tber the intestines of wretched auffenra are 
overloaded with corrupted old deleteriouo 
metier, or entirely emptied from excraaive 


nal canal throughout ita whale length in n 
highly inSanmmtory etets, alii) Utere are 
medical men who imagine that by adminia- 
tering purgatirea and diminishing tho nau- 
guinory veaaels by the usnol meana, they 


eognieed lha epirit which animates ibe Iriub j remove the grand cause, alivriote tbo ago- 
College; end I confidently submit them to;nice, and cure their putientn; hut such in 
the jndgment of the cuhdid and unpreju-1 not the fact; Ilia from lira iacampRbeaii- 
diced, to determine whether inch meaauree j Me puwera of Providene* that each people 
nwallr emanate {root the mean, dishonest, j an reatored to their former atreugih, trad 
aordid motirea attributed u> the College by 1 not fouro the errooeonr dpeuiues and whim- 
horn-blowing patriots sad mock reformers. jewel treatment nfcinadifial men, who fisry 
Before 1 oonclude, I hate to submit a i rarely think of giving in tbo early period of 
case for a ceeuirt. Each member, when i, the direeae, such medicines he would.: eoun- 
admiued, swears that " ha will to the ul-j tenet the powerful effects of (t may any) 
moat of his power, endeavour to maintain j the corrosive matter, which heepe up eod 
the repetatioe, honour, nod dignity, of the } Cannes the constant irritation in the bowel,, 
Cottage.” Now 1 wish to know, whether, nod, at the seme time, combining them with 
wkea% member finds that his egregious aog* otlier medicines tbet hive e tendency to 
gestioos for the reformation of ehuse—Sti I leacen noin and tendersaae in a diaaaaed 
jutthetic exbortationa to the members to dia- j pert, which irises, is ninety-nine cases oot 


continue their unforiona cotuare, met with 
chilling indifference, or even the moat pro¬ 
voking coatsmpt, is he not aotboriaed to 
aaaintsie " the reputation, honour, and dig¬ 
nity of the College," by informing die pub- 
lid ibnt the members are a parcel ef un¬ 
principled scoundrels 1 I shall feel obliged 
for any Idem in the way ufehicidation, 
la my aunt, 1 propose to dtaeosa some of 
the hmg-dmputed pmuti respecting our aye- 
temof vducetion. 1 am, for, yours, foe. 

: A* J» 


of a huodred of this disease, from the rio- 
lest aetioa of the eOROeiee matter or cor¬ 
roding fluid, for it it ell a force lor man to 
nupposef that the intestines are ettrsya load¬ 
ed with fwcos in cholera. The manner in 
which it is treated at die present dtty it e 
bed and uild theory, built upon a very weak 
usd rotten base; this disease irises, in lest 
cases out of a tionsn, from an neiimoniona 
increase in the secretion of bile, which 
either undergoes a change in ita tpwntily 
and quality, or it ia emitte d it iu powerful 
, ^ 
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K r paragraphs, the extreme activity «fj 
■t. Pettigrew and Granrilto, end tbt 1 
otmoet ioflueoca of Royalty, pnwed, how¬ 
ever, that there wa« « determiaalutt to sent 
bit Royal Highneas. On the day of efotM 
tion, accoidingly, archbishop* and clergy,' 
the fawning parasite* of Roytltv, who hid 
been accustomed to calumniate the Duke of 
Sussex when it pleased their former master, 
middeoljr discovered tire extreme merits of 
the Ruyal Duke, while the influx of army 
and navy voter# loo plainly proved the na¬ 
ture oI U»e influence which h»d been ex¬ 
erted; osy, even some of the feipusitioahd* 
declared that they dared not to vote for Mr. 
Hirschel* sod a ballot proclaimed the Duke 
of Sussex to he elected by a majority of auc i 
A pitiful quibble, worthy of such intrigues. 
Las declared tlie Duke to have been victim 
m unify elected. Yes, because the Presi¬ 
dent must be elected from the Committee, 
and in tbi* process bis Royal Highness’* 
friends succeeded in excluding Mr. Her*, 
cbel from tbst body. 

Aroauch proceedings a* I b*«e detailed 
worthy of this trace honoured Society, or 
are they calculated to ellay the desire of j 
reform , which a party hope to defeat by 
mean* of hi* Royal Highness 1 Or is it to 
be burse that Pettigrew, an iudividonl whose 
merit* remain yet to he dibcovered, who 
gained hi* admission into that very body 
by a majority of only two votes; who bad 
the honour of a superlative blackballing at 
tiie Albeiueum Club, and Wbo bad gained 
notoriety in other situations to which I shall 
nut allude—is this the person who shad 
dictate, even with the assistance of Dr. 
Granville and bis pamphlet, the fittest per*! 
son to become tbs Prerident of the Royal! 
Society 1 Wollaston, whose gigantic mind 
aud unflinching independence will tong be 
remembered, on being requested to become 
u candidate, declined, most peremptorily, 
because he would Dot enter into a canvass for 
an office lelely of merit, (or he bad heard 
that others bad canvassed. His Royal High¬ 
ness has, 1 perceive, declared that lie used 
no influence, a fact whichcaa only be ac* 
counted for by bis being the object of an 
intrigue to serve other individuals, but whose 
eottdnct will now be narrowly watched* 
la conclusion let me thank you tor the 
encouragement, tou Lave held out to the 
independent Ffliowa who hate done their 
profession honour, by showing that there 
are some, at least, who dare to think for 
themaelrea. l onoe admixed the todspen- 


•* AfldeaaApene s Mm^saatoaVeritosi^ 
Zeno. 


sroXTADlOUl aVOWTtOM. 


TV ike Editor <fTnt Lsi»c*r. 

Sir,—I t it not my wish to sahaadrert on 
the practice of others, yet ! cannot avoid 
offering a few remark* on presentation Of 
the am, elicited by the peruaal of two inte¬ 
resting cases recorded in your valuable 
Journal, by Mr. Cooper, of Brentford, In 
titoie cite peculiar and novel manage- 
mtet looted successful; but bow Car we 
at* justified in departing from a long tried 
and eCctoot method of practice, for the 
adoption of speculative measure*, involving 
the Ufa of mother and child, is a serious 
consideration for obstetric practitioners. 
Hiring recently retired from a practice 
which afforded Opportunities of collision 
With many such cases, aud in one patient > 
lady residing six miles from me, attended 
by a gentleman on the spot, as well as my¬ 
self), succeeded in effecting bar delivery 
with danger, or extraordinary difficulty, iu 
three succeeding labours where the arm 
presented, and also in many others, 1 may, 
perhaps, be permitted to observe, that I 
never deemed it prudent to delay the deli¬ 
very of the patient further than was neces¬ 
sary to induce a proper state of the uterus 
tor the introduction of the hand to effect it, 
by turning the child; and Where this state 
w*a absent, 1 have invariably found it pro¬ 
duced by the abstraction of mood and* libe¬ 
ral use of opium. 1 have, however, Veen 
often surprised at the resources of the hu¬ 
man constitution, and led therefrom to con¬ 
template the beneficence, as well as the 
skill, ot the great Architect in hi* “ytoblest 
work,” YVt I may be wmewhtt eoeptlcal 
on tbs subject of s po nt w e o ns evolution; 
certainly so as to the extent advocated by 
some, «ev*r having sees it happen, or any 
disposition thereto, whew the era bad sclu- 
idly r»*Wi) the os uteri, hot always found 
the difficulty of tuning induced by delay, 
allowing the marine effort* to effect the 
escape of the Uqtro# amnii. I have heard of 
a respectable practitioner wasting four 
hours in atiempta to Irritate the presenting 
am, in the hope of inducing evolution (I 
will not call it spontaneous, as might be 
expected, without sucocsi* 
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EFFECTS Of DISLOCATION* 


«*• of a w#1hfonae*l 
»om»a, with eepmiiou* pelria tod gregt 
muecoTer power, flirt*, in presentation of] 
fbe «ra y the child wh expelled without trti- 
fi«i»l turning or spontaneous evolution. 1 
BOmeatihe motaent the child «rtt. 
born, but the midwife aaatifed me in greet I 
agitation, that when the found the baud of 1 
tUe child, ft terrified her to much, that the 
eould afford her but little help (little indeed), 
bu t that the puna were exceedingly violent, 
end the child earns into the world amfore- 
moot The eochymotit of the ftce end back 
of tbe child (the arm wot also much tume¬ 
fied) gave origin to a report that this womb 
bid given birth to a cbHd black and white. 

Tbeae remarks are intended in aomemea- 
■ore to condemn the practice of Mr. C„ tor the 
facility and promptitude with which I b*v»| 
found delivery affected by the common preo* 
tine of turning, may render them adraifri* 
ble. I hope anortiy to claim the indulgence 
of a place in your Journal for a recent cue 
of epilepsy, nod some others iu the way of 
reminiscences, should they be deemed of] 
sufficient importance. 

1 remain, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

„ . John W*m, 6ttrg. 

Hounslow. 


Btcovanr raow tmr ameers 
or MBKTtflNU. 

Tub " Krititchcs Kepertorium n eoutotue 
the following case, related by Dr. Kramer, 
of Muhilieim 

On tbe 3rd of July, 1830, a female, 40 
years of age, was struck by lightning; the 
feU dowu, tiud was, in a state of insensi¬ 
bility, conveyed to the ueighbouring alms¬ 
house, where alio gradually recovered her 
senses, apd complained of violent pain in 
her legs, back, and sternum; she bed no 
r«coUee%» of what had happened to her, 
end waa'%' times delirious. On ezamir<a- 
tkm it Was found that the lightning had 
struck her on the head, behind the right ear, 
where a larae circumference of the hair was 
burnt. It bad then descended along the 
right ride of the neck in .the direction oft 
ribbon with a tombac cross, which she 
wore at the time flf tbe accident, over 
the anterior surface of tbe thorax between 
the breasts, along t1»e median line of the 
abdomen down to tUu symphysis, to the 
inner side of the left thigh, at the middle of | 
which it turned ontwarda, and then went at 
the external side of dt* leg. behind the outer 
ancle, down to Urn sole, which wasexcoriat¬ 
ed ; at tbe thigh there was also a large ex* 
oorifltion; on the other parts the coarse of I 
the atroke wu visible in the form of s black 
Une^f about half an iuch in diameter, She 



cttopMeed of very great 1__ 

tolerable pub in the beck nnd i_,_ 

nnd an», adtbOBgfc they evinced W> Wg# 
the stroke haring passed over them. Sbi? 
took fripburic ether the borne were lo> 
melted with Goulard'swater, nnd the back, 
rigbileg, and aans. wit* washed vrith 
spiilt of camphor. 91m «l]^f after tbeacei- 
dent rite was trswjni!, nation the following 
day the paiu had mocb diminished, and was of 
an intertnitteot kind, except in the burns, 
which began to suppurate ptotosely f Bt tbe 
some time there was much general irritation. 
The hums were dressed with TiiMMrmtrr 
and olive*oil, and internally aaline aperients 
were given. The attacks of pain gradually 
bidame kee frequent; the fever subsided, 
and under the use of tonics, she bad; on the 
idth of July, perfectly recovered. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

oisLocsvioy or t«* radius aro w.ka. 

* Bln. Lawauivce, at bit lecture on Friday 
last, related tbe follow ing case 
A man, apparently abjut thirty years of 
age. of a spare habit of body, came here on 
Thursday, in consequence of his elbow hav¬ 
ing sustained an injury, which prevented 
him from bending Lie arm. On examina¬ 
tion, the ofcmuon was found projecting at 
the beck part of the joint, about an inch 
above its natural situation ; the radius w as 
placed behind the external condyle of the 
os humeri, and the humerus itself was 
thrown forwards on the anterior part of the 
forearm, where it formed a Urge projection. 
Motion of the joint was not productive of 
pain, nor was there the least swelling of 
the surrounding soft parts. Hie Kmb was 
in the extended position, the hand and arm 
were supine, proustioo conhl be effected 
with great facility, btu the flexion of the 
joint was entirely lost. Hie patient stated, 
that the dislocation had existed twenty-six 
days, and wsa occasioned by bis haviug 
been thrown from a horse, but he wns not 
aware that he lisd put out his hand to save 
himself,—that there had been * good of 
swelling about the joint till wUbip the last 
week,—that he bad been under lie care of. 
a surgeon, but that no attempts at reduction 
bad been made. Reduction W*s iramedi- 
ately attempted, and it wo* effected in the 
following mannerExtension Was applied 
just above the wrist, and the counter exten¬ 
sion at tlm junction of the lower with the 
middle third of tha humerus; after employ- 
ing it a few minute*, it wa» suddenly dis¬ 
continued j andbirift* previously taken hold 
of the forearm, Lawrence put his knee 
i# the bend of the elbow, nod prorata g tire 


whjmto tbs sv&r-£uvsmusis. 


♦« 


rediee tad elnn.uu to separate the* hose 
tie I nw i Mi at theme time besdiog ; the 
fareerm, Lnaracneded in hringieg die eed* 
of tin bona into their natural mutation. 
Though the reduction was nocompliilred, 
the forearm oould rat be bent to Mote thee 
t right eagle with the era, aed ott examin¬ 
ing the jaiiit to necertein thaeeoae. Kma 
found that the «d> of the hesee were U 
their relative polities ; hat on vxataritint 
the rodiue gpd aloe ihnrerds with eee hand, 
whilst the hamerae tree fsod with the other, 
e crepittu eotdd dietiiietlj he Ml, nd oe 
the epplinrisu of e Utdu force in thin serf- 
tree of the era, perfect fuim ooeld be 
performed. Oo eentiaving the eseueiee- 
tioo, Mr. Lawrence foeed that the Oeroaoid 
process of the aha had bpea.hnfcee of, 
which would eococnt for the extended state* 
of the limb when he earns hare. The 
wee tecered at e right angle by auMn'dfj 
epUate ud s eDeg, end the reao left the 
beejiital. 

coacasaiov or ret errrei, am as*' 
hcsmiwt or tee tea. 

John O’Brian, wtat. 40, of a lohuet coe- 
atltation, was admitted into Hearse Weld 
oe Wedueaday, the let of December, under 
the cere of Mr. Lawrence. 

The eenjraetni of the right eya h Mfc 
nnlsly hjoeted, and the eclerMta slightly 
eo; die eyeball ie protrnded, end there fan 
•light effieion of Wood ieto the anterior 
chamber. The irit io deteched to the ex¬ 
tent of three lioea from the corpus cibare at 
ite upper end outer pert, aid precoou e very 
good artificial pupil of an elliptical form. 
There ie incomplete amauiocia; he can eee 
the divisions of a window, and also the 
hand when held user to him, but eauaot 
distinguish a letter in a book, though it has 
large print; he does not softer any pail iu 
the aye, nor ie there any ielolemce of 
light 

Ho atetaa tbit be is a blacksmith, tad 
that an Monday last ha wu eadiatouring 
with slugs sledge-hammer ta break an iron 
red; this be affected, but a portion of it, 
about ah inch long, rebounded, end struck 
him e gory aerere blow oo the oye. Ha 
suffered great pain in the organ after the 
ueideni, but it was eery much relieved 
yrateidey by keeping in bed all the day, 
and taking » active dose of the sulphate of] 
magaaoia, which porgad him briskly, nd 
applying fomentations to the eye. Mr. 
Le wrongs ordered him to take five grains 
of ae lnw o l . with fifteen of jalap, iouaedi- 
aiehr, to keep a piece of itau returatod 
erith aotpruloe lotion on (ho aye, ud to bo 
Uad fro*!} fmb tbs arm. 

*. Tli» dreaeer Med him to fify ameer, 

which, heapys,afed«d him grtel relief 


aad ho slept waasU tho nightoftii ti hia 
bovreU won open uveral tunetguriu the 
afternoon sod evening of yestanto, and, to 
aae his own expression, hn raw feels him. 
half twice the mu la wu yaafiptdaT. The 
protmaiooof the eyeball exist* to the aan 
extutu oo bitadorieoim, butthe voacn- 
hritr lefrnch diminished; he haeM.paUe 

.proved, Continue tho lotio toturei. 

3, The ewoalarityheo nearly disappear- 
.ad, hla tight » improving, ud the protree 
aion oftta avaiaa little diauaUhed. The 
**M»l pupil it dilated, and of u oval- 
frees the fellieg daw* of the detached 

-of the trie; poles frequent; league 

alaut hawela open. The Mood Oat wu 
[ohaarvad in tin aatariar choobar ie ab¬ 
sorbed. The iris upaaw to here hun 
thrown forwerde, era to bain cae taet with 
tho posterior urban, of the cornu, Mr. 
Lawrence eery much appnrad of ths ex- 
llMt . to which the bleeding hid hue car- 
land, gnd observed that ha had merer eeve 
{the atightutjnjury nauUfram a first bleed¬ 
ing in tin inflammatory diaeaae, however 
large it duty ban bean. Continue lotio 


4. Better in every reepect. 

Thera ia nther store veaculafitj of tin 
conjunctiva to day, and he oomplaios of 
pare lathe eye occaaioaally. Slight laehry- 
nation, ud iattderuea of light; bowels 
{open i tongas clean; pulse newel Cun- 
j ouoe the lotio eaturni, and o. o. ad Ja tamp, 
deem. 

10. He my a his eyo full perfectly wall | 
hie ejaion, though not u good aa before the 
oecarrvBM of the accident, is vary much 
improvtd. The protrusion of the glebe of 
the aye has entirely disappeared, and tho 
iris baa resumed iu natural aitoatim. Or¬ 
dered to remain ia the hospital hitt ha will 
be diachugad ia a law days. 


HOSPICE D£ B1CETKE, 

ceu dr xuraeirmara. 

— Ltciaac, at, S3, received, ia IKK, 
a Mow oaths internal aids of the left leg; 
this we, followed by the formation of a large 
ulcer, aadaweUiag of tire lag sad foot, which 
avoatually attained such a siaeee to prevent 
the patient from fallowing hia employment. 
Ha went to the Hdpitsi Bt. Lams, where ha 
wu treated for about driven mcatht, hut 
without any good affect j he was accordiagly 
dictated incurable ud tent to the Blcetre, 
where ho retrained from 18*4 to May 1U3U. 
During this period the eiu of tho limb cm- 
tiauad, with alight riiintiao, to ho about 
t*4»e that of the right lag i the slop re- 



ELWHAHTUMg. Ut 

peatodly breledapiaenepiaceeed Inak* qeeefuHy d tt oco tod ; thcokis, aftet batmg 
out tglia In another ; the pain wea.ostba bun macerated In list water far abentragkt 
whole, rather lean than what it had km at days, afinTwi «b« faHowinepaculisrideoj— 
tba begfaaiag, thoegh it ntser mni at- Tbsaealw, which tridentls crmaisted of 
tlrely; tlw general health of the pttiaotww haidaned ephlsnate, mn soberest t* the 
notafaoted; Iris digestion wes natural.Sto,; cuticle, which appeared to be healthy; the 
be complained only tt timet of palpitation . retemtsceaumirw tbiekeaed.eed ofaderk- 
Oo the Ulstof M-, be left the Bicetrs, tad bronnh colour ;1he eorpae pepiUeresrw 
afterbering tab a • large quantity of apiriu, more distinct then usual, some of the pe- 
tnd exposed hioteelf to cold, WM, on the plHm being prominent be tboet half t line, 
*4th, token with greet dyspnoea, dilboulty hardened, end of white colour; the cesium 
of swallowing, tod intense lever. On tlw teat atrip eight linen thick, of daritehuMra 
Sbth, he wee teen by M. Fob re, “ interne” cotanr, end vent bra, eo tbet it oooldhardlj 
tt the Biodtre,' who toned him in tbefal- he dvridrd witklbe knife. At taoaynervw 
lowingettte;—the feee woe bleated, <Un andvesaaie theyeould not be dioiinelohod, 
dry and bet, pul on toll, and respiration lebe led the whole eutie nomad to aonahtt of n 
none) he complained of greet djfhoelty of damanhotnogeoeetueeaea. TheaubeutaaMat 
swtHnving, and on iaepeetioa the' threat tiaete wat thteheted, of eanilaglnona kaed- 
woa found to be violaotly interned, ad die nett, end in some parte eren aaat&od; it ad- 
toealle eo mush availed at to leave only honed eo eloaelp to the adjacent fascaa, that 
t eery email oonusnoicatlae between the It ceeM hardly be d i ss e c t e d from it. The 
mouth and the larynx. The tboraoic riacera, muscles wear changed into a eery him etan- 
aftar a careful eaemtoeUon, did net anna taareoos mass, in whinh no fibra tiaann 
to be a&etsd; the leg waa of tba earn mould be dittlngiiielied | the ialtnnaealer 
aiae w it bad bees before; tba ietaginaenta cellular time waa of the anma tenure aa 
wen aery held,perfectly inecneible, end of the anbcuuneona tele oelluloea, with partial 
e dark-brown ookuir, similar to what ie ossifications. At tba niddle of tba leg, the 
produced by the application of the aim* givtittea ef tb* ntacnelaophene were, far 
of silcor; tbeie waa a large ulcer on the the length ef three iaehee, fieuud to be ee 
outer aidn of the log, with hard tad encu maob thickened, that a eery email .probe 
rpiat edgra end of fungous appearance;the Only could he pawed through the vessel; 
aurrounding ekin wee ooeered with thick the eoaU of the external saphena were eiao 
end herd ecelee, which were eteily detached thickened, feel te a Icea degree. The pee- 
frem the aebjeoent parte; the whole leg Wee twier tihial aein wee, for the greeter part, 
uoeereil with similar ecelee, but of leer tine obliteceted ; tbooppec poction of the crural, 
than thou in the immediate neighbourhood Unwell M the uterior tihial cad peroneal, 
of the ulcer, and alinoat reacmbled an voice wen healthy. The crural anterior 
elephant's toot; UiesweHing began at the tihial and peroneal arteriee were oaaided, 
knee, end the leg nod thigh wore in con- end contained only a very etna!! quantity of 
sequence needy of the anma dimenaioas; blood; the posterior ritual artery ww com- 
the leg could be slightly boot, but the ant- pletely ossified. Similar oasili cations were 
cuWtion Of the foot an nearly immoveable; found in tba artetioa of the right tag. The 
there ww not much paiu, even on atrong lymphatic vraacla could not be traced; tho 
piewure. It. Tehee ordered him to be ini- ioguinal glands were very much awaited, end 
mediately, token te the Bicdtrr, but be bad nnuaually herd; the iaebietie nerve ww 
hardly beUptbemu few boars when be died perfectly betlthy w far W the middle of the 
in a St of edfiboation. thigh, where it began to enlarge to n eon- 

On a post-mortem examination, the brain aiderehle degree; the extend popliteal 
waa found healthy ; the aoft palato and pha- nerve contained at iu origin n gelntinoam 
ryna adhibited aiguh of intenae mfiamma- bydatifoun maw of the aiae of no ahaond; 
tton; the left tonail Win ulcerated and en- the brenebea of the eat,real and internal 
larged to the aiu of a ben's egg ; the right popliteal aatvea ware alao much aelargad 
wu alao larger than otael, hot not ia tba aad very Arm, but their structure had net 
aamepreportionastbeleft j Ihrepiglotttaaed apparently undergone eny morbid dtorwtoo, 
ligameots of the glottic wore alao iskamed, The ioteroaseoua ligameut ww afeanged into 
nod the mucoua membmoe thiehened and athick reugh oweoM hunioa, aridnh wry 
(edematoua, to that tha pwaaga of air ioto firmly adhered to the fibalm The hhttko- 
the trechea bed been almost entirely inter- tibtal articulation bid endrely tBa a y p e n rep 
repaid I the larynr, trachea, bronchia, and and ne Irene of it eoaM hefhend even after 
lunge, Mrs healthy ; the heart waa hyper- three months' meaetarien. Tha tibia and 
trophied, tod tha aetoiiuaar valvw ware Ns ware vwy mtuh enlarged, and their 
owifird. Tim digeattvc, aa wall w Che url- surfaces cue#red with great wperitiet, whiah 
aery, ‘organa, ware baelthy ; the liver end protruded into the auaolas. The |ierietae 
aplaeo were gorged with venous blood, hut of the tilde were of about tight liuw in 
withonf any awwl aUaration; the leg WW ttiirtswi, a«d Ihsaatof trory hatdeaaa, eo 
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% wifabpijwi«*« 2 n 2 « 

*«• kMi*?.-*™* *t? r : . Tto ” tbw,,, “’ * wi 

ft***- fJ&. W. to* noiMogof the Apo- 

. i . ""“ ~ tbeoariea' ActusUI «»#■>»» *wnl m liMi- 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. ^ J3S3& 

it™, dl the topic, contained in the letter Jontnal in the *atm eoeetieej we wffl, 

"ttaT ftWtS'SSffl Hi. letter cWd 

sr--S*> 5 « 3 aSa i»rjss» 


-"WTO W. drily 
tobediteeted ie dl Wen who-were of opinion, tt 


outers. eom*w»wfp»~*" 7 rr-^ 
,h. 


astir oi - 

the bit hit, and the man who wtwfeiee *0 
•hitraet the ftitihestioit of thio feeling » I 
■ore tn he scented ofiujustice.Oothc«tier 0 
howl if he peouact ttoetriff, toUrop rorad I 
oa the abettor of* omoetew and wortWsto i 
display of canity. Standing beteoeo a* J 
maoropposisg istereeia, the dtttito «f «f 4 
mlt «*»4. diBcult the* to* *eH to » 

C °B* iT The diaoariafaetio* of*o 

by the Bietlndiu Company. Wn abrilp ob- ,i 
lilh tome extracts oft the ■^ 0— ■ 1 

Calcutta papers. . . 1 

A CmSmt iUmkr. TtoO*pe«p»t« 
or six pounds. Imlenisna and certificate! 
of eood conduct are not required, , 1 

AVn-Mcdirw. A/ee i» mm 
taken is the out-patient* 1 room of St. Bar¬ 
tholomew’s, hot the surjeona oetlhtr 00, 
nor ever did, reeeie# fire poneds for eseb 
operation performed to the hoopitol- _v 
Mtitau. We know not when Mr. 1 yrwtt 
•tan to publish another eotome of reprint 
from Tnt Lakckt. 

A OmUOMl Reudtr. At Writs', it the 
Strand. 

A Pvt* •} SL Tlumai’i does not deny, 
much le« refute, the statement* contained 
in the letter of the “ I'opil of OsjrV It 
is ueeleea to vituperate. 

The letter of I 1 . O. N, P. would he utter¬ 
ly eniutelligible witboet eft cipleeeu oe, iA 
the cireunibt*acef tntdtf Which H was (# 
ttt, , We know ftaihiug of the tnnsftcttaft 
lo: which our eorrtspmideat refers. 

WW-hii'fl beau requested by ft friend of! 
Mr. TO&eftt, to *tat« that it was not Aft. 
PmeMt *ho took the fee from the warns* 
a Ito outpatients' room ot St. ItotboU* 

*WiahSFar’ril thtnelrei of etlncu from 


taut person to fill the office of wfowsto _■ - 

SShTritS* fmehjijMf *“! 

•qUesta where suorrisrprto'de. _Thw would 
Sureto nartreeiefrofthetr «*»■ 

Pr. Mnltall. A*-Tarter riete. tbht to 
hopta soon to be proeried wjlholoog list 
nfoohaeribere. which to wfll forward f« 
ipoktieaiw*. H a*Pt togr«rt ^ronra to 

KiSSSKStt: 

ihfld rea. 

g riiii f'rrrr*' t». SnttaB wta not * 
oufoieriher to either rf thorn, institution*. 

y, ft wishes to know if the met*!** 
substances nx tract cdfrom thr enr of the bo/ 
Brady, were not pie<** of 0» wtrumeftti 
eioploVed in, the ojwtretioft. Mr. h»»l«?s 
instrument maker eootd probably beat answer 
this qneslirtn. 

We heftfrt nothing of tbe trial of a Df»'« 
B. it.at the Old Briley" « **4“* d *Tj 
until tho receipt of -——'a uots. We ana 
make inquiry. . 

■M.8. Such eertiSeatf# a*» reeejyed. 

The Utter of » 

hundred other*; ouhwrt be IsuMUd 
authenticated. We at* inclined to bri«-« 
tint the nrtd-touae heepew artt recce, u 
nuetw ttom the bnndn of thepfoeeut Bwd 


IrWBefHWn „ , a a .. l. 

Q. i * i .Ctowr. Wn ahril to rind if to 
wilt nattootieate kh muumnmcauoB. 

H.C~—r, ritowdtothenlicatnuia H» 
munication, nrif acnd the prioied paper. 

We are ttanhful for any wjseationa Irom 
flame fbrtie; tot to we bate lately gonn 
•o completely oret the name iponna, ito 
publication of hit letwra at the present lime 
might not forward the cauee. 

C. H. They are eerie,n aigniof hit n- 
oetteat temper. It haa be*e eatd, that the 
medicine he iaahant to trite iette beat »• 
medy. He will onderiiand us. The C——r 
t—a ii neeleta. " . ^ 

The docomenu forwarded to u« ny «to 
Km. Charkt Owntoei, ahril receiee **»ry 
sttthttea. 
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iU effect!, tad illuMrttad thole by the re- 


Ou a Ubutntut^fOu Effiatcy #/»vriMc 
MtOcrna ai mmi tl tr ti ty Kfiatsfimhi 
Mhuj Qmntmptwn t iff. % SlrC. 
Soontiaont, M.D.,F.R-8. t Sec. Imng- 
uumudCa. Lend**. 1839.8to. pp, toifo 

Tub method of inhnlatioi, or the direct Ip* 
plication of medicinal to foebroicbial w» 
brtoo io pulmonary diaua ca, althooghat 
rtriout period* highly extolled, hw mc«r, 
ve believe, ben gfoerally employed, 111 
bu, aetfl lately, ton United to tebetaen 
of comparatively feeble tenediel powere. 
Tbit neglect of tie more active ret edit* 
liu probebly arisen only from the unnti*. 
factory remit* derived frie lew poentd 
metai, and from the Ibex of excitiag too 
greet irritation oo eo extended end irritable 
• aerftce; for, reasoning apriert, one would 
be inclined to beliere lint the method in 
qoration moat be preferable to an; 'other, 
not only u directly attacking the mt of 
dineiee, but It eroidiog all anoeeawaiy 
duturbaice of tho dlgeetlra orgunn. 

Tin otr of the eei-foore bu long bees 
coaridered M beeeioUl to pbthiainl pa- 
tieata; aod'Lwaeec (band font cron an 
artificial marine stmotphire, produced by 
fo* exhalation bon tee-weed, win not 
without nane good ebota oo foam who 
•ore submitted to itsinfiueoee. Partly 
perbape in conformity frith tbo vtewi of 
this celebrated physician, though doabtleu 
alio bom other ceoten, two aubatanoea, 
chlorine end indue, both of which exiet ia 
marine plenta, kete lately been employed in 
the gateaux fora in eeeenl pulmonary die- 
eonon t tbo former, eipecielly, by a French 
pbriiciea, M. Cancel, foe latter by I)r. 
Money of Hotfoot, whole work we bed 
lately occanioa to notice, and atilt mere re¬ 
cently by Dr. Scudamore, who bM, in foe 
froaent veatiw, firot pmicttlafly deietilwd 
Ktr. j# j. 


mtalof cnee*. &ia exptrimnnta, bowerer, 
ban not toon confined to tbit substance, for 
baba* employed nereral otbera, eapeciatiy 
luibfofo aad hyfcecyaeic arid, both ibme, 
aedeombmed with the iodine, to w to 
roodortta ita irritating ectioa. From the in. 
balerina of ihete remedial, together with a 
Judbdmu general treataunt, the moat eatir- 
foriory reaolta 'Men boo*, derived j aad if 
faaeatbor heimot boon deoeieed in the na- 
tafe Of foe cuen deeeribed (which it ia al- 
mootjmpnaaibla m auppona), the meat fatal 
of all d ieeaee a will periapt oaaae to bo in- 
eurebln, MS as longer bo ngardod at an 
eppmdrinea aMririaw. Vet ao many rome- 
dioa baeo been propoaad in fomaa well an 
in other diteeaee, apparently with clean an 
Wrong, tad aritkeuceese u writ prorod, a* 
thaw from t» method whiob we arc now oou- 
aidering, that notwitbataadiag foe gtarded 
•ed nantioM atwrtitma of the author, and bin 
relation of unneoetafol caaea, and that bn 
baa confined himwlf cbiefiy In foe atate- 
ment of facte, apparently timplt and indin- 
pntable, we an far from (haring hit aaa- 
gnine expectationa, and on only regard the 
remedy an wait worthy indeed of trill, bit. 
by no menu of confirmed eficacy. 

The work before UI oootaiaa aixwen oanto 
eight of which no of pbthiait, foe remainder 
of bronahial ofiectione. Io three of tbo 
former ulceration bod already taken piece, 
and although io oil, cooaidertble relief, lad 
io one an nppartat temporary cure, win pro¬ 
duced by foe treatment adopted, yet, n m 
to be expected, the dhwtag erw uWmetely 
fatal U fa* ofaern, where It waa tew ad- 
wooed, tbo ptiicnta bin ben reetored to 
bellfo, lid sit usees of poimsotry diieaau 
have been removed. We ihetl giro n coo- 
denied nenoiat of lone of then* cum, an 
foe bent mean* of iUuatnUag the method of 
UMUKoUiqtMttMn. 

CO 
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SCUDAMORE ON INHALATION 


Ip Aa Cat ape, a young map, mtat. *J, 
Acre wpjp pH the symptoms of confirmed 
pkriuxix, i W*eauif oougb, copiooa purulent 
expoutorptkm, to.; tod tb« ntetkoecoprc 
eigne indicated eerrynl excavations, pad 
conaoUdetion of p considerable puRiou if 
both lunge. labalatioa anu therefore em¬ 
ployed rather as p pelliatire, then with the 
hope of producing p cure. He wpp ordered 
“ a week solutioo of iodine, with the tddi- 
tiop of pome auturatad tineture of eoaium; 
raized with water of. 1*0 degrees of heat, 
to be iahaled for Sfteeo or twegty mutates 
three times p dor; to tabu Wljixtb df.*i 
graip of the acetate of morphia ip « aupp^ 
“line draught at had-time, pad I* mpapt 
the dope ip pa hour or two if nepeotpry v » 
regulate the botreip by simple fepaa, aadj 
to wash the sheet pad upper part of tba' 
htoh with a mixture consi sling of two partej 
of water, oae of pap dp Coiogce, pad ope of! 
vinegar.” Tha tnhalatioa at tat eeugedj 
alight giddiaaaa, and h aaaap venae of 
aeaa, with dryeeaa oq dtp tongue pad throat 
bat ihtaa etecta boob oa a ia d , expectoration 
haeaaie much raaiar, the oougb dhalaiohod, 
a»d, at tha aad of a fortnight, ha wao eoj 
much improved, that hie friend*astioipated 
hia complete recovery; having, howwvm, 
expoaed kimaelf to a cold wind, the rough 
became aa troableaouae aa before, and he 
waa attached with paia at tha lower part of j 
the cheat. The limner ana much relieved 
by the aohetitutioa of hydrocyanic acid for 
the iodioe, aad the latter by the application 
of leeebea and a blister. Ilia diaewao, how. 
orer, now mode rapid progreaa, and hp died 
at the end of two mouths. The etethoaeopie 
judications were entirely confirmed by the 
peet-mortom examination; end it is re¬ 
markable that both the rxcaratioea were 
* lined with firm leyere of cotguieble lymph 
a curative process had therefore beet act 
up in theta, and had it net been for the ex 
teoaire disorganisation of the real of the 
Ituiga, it ia not improbable that a complete 
cure would have been effected io the manner 
which w*a fitat deacribed by Laaauac. 

In the second case Aa symptoms ware 
■atrip the tame at in Ac firm, except that 
the polmonary diaeaaa waa eeau farther ad* 
vasced, and complicated with much isteeti- 
nal diatutbaace. The treatment waa pro. 
ciaejy tin aame, will, the addttioa of am all 
dcaea of hydr, c. orota j iu good effacta, is 


respect to the eough and HpNtontisa; 
were almost equally remarkable, and death 
ensued after many weeka el It mate amende 
meet and relapse, apparently mere from Ad 
abdominal than Ae thoracic uffctica. Haro 
*¥'"» of fibrin* w* fogud in Ad pul. 
wonary excaaatiooe, though much thinner, 
and Iona nmarkahld, than id the iret aaao. 

Cate Siatbxt of t'lady, mt St, debilitated 
by Area miacaniijget within two yenaa. 
She had Mated from a troublesome ooojrii 
for four yeere, arith tlid axeeptioa of n me 
termistion during tha summer; bad, a mooth 
before eohatdtiag Aa author. toughed tp % 
few otmoee of Mood, add bud risen been 
affected with pain fin the ehaat, ptlpitxtiaa, 
beetie, profuse aigbAurauts, Ink Tbo poke 
WM'UO.; Ao miotl Sdtt »t tbs expec- 
t purifbrm, aaduwuntiuf to about 
four oaacou in tha twenty-four boon; tbo 
digestive fimetioua were notaauah dtaiurb* 
ei. Tho ataAoaeope indicated tba sxtst- 
auoo of rabaralea, utd d email cavity at (be 
ap«« of tba right fadgy Aa left appeared 
to be baalAy. l>e eoetete ef morphia wee 
given at aigbt,a neHno laxative with hula, 
tela., and hydrocyanic acid iu the morning; 
iodioe alsut waa employed for inhalation, 
and the cheat wax wanked twice a day with 
the acetone lotion. Under tbu treatment 
considerable improvement ensued, particu¬ 
larly in reference to Aa facility of expecto¬ 
rating, but the cough waa aeercely relieved 
until contone had beau added to the mixture 
lor inhalation. The pedant now eoounued 
to haprove for a fortnight. but baring then 
caught cold, atmeutaolanKrety fat twenty- 
four boon from « dlearder of the beweta, 
and from apaxaa, which appeared to pto- 
ceed from uterine irritation." U erder ao 
relieve Ae oougb, which now again became 
troublesome, hydrocyanic acid wpa aubatf. 
toted for Aa iodioe during a few day*. hot 
Ao latter waa soon returned, aad If a larger 
dose. At Ae and ef • month, •' her ap- 
pearaoce waa greatly improved, pad pH the 
symptoms were relieved; Ae polee waa re¬ 
duced to 80, the animal heat to 9i, the 
teapimieu appeared uaamharraaaad, foe. A 
decoction of ciaehoue, wiA hydrocyanic 
acid, waa now given; the morphia waa dia- 
uootinued, and Aa inhalation aaed only 
twice » day. The hfdmcyurie aepi waa 
omitted after a fortnight, hat Ae other 
WMdiM wan eeutineudlw eooAetiwtiA, 
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el lire eudqf *>M»b the appeared to be per- author loppaara tout. ia Uiii oh u wtU u 
receured, and mamtnued to enjoy in toa other auecemful onee, the tuberclen 
(pad ba*l«h up to ton time of toe puUicn- were nbaorbnd under toe iaftuttee of A* 
tioo af Ik* walk, a period of ebeut tin iodine (and admitting thair preview exint. 
xurntha. enon, it it difficult to wi to any other eon- 

Ceaeto—Agentlami*,B(et.tt, hadhten flopicm), jtt ha crmaidna that tuok patieuta 
•abject so habitual cough, upecially during art IribU to t return of the diaeuo, and 
«bt winter, tor tee gout. It coaaeqnooee ought cantoUy toaeoidereiy eoemofpul- 
of il* urarity during tko wietor of ISO. ho nonary irritation, 
hod baea put upon a km diet, but thio ap. Pitting urer too 'rWuMog-ipaa* of 
ptutd only to ndoco hiaatrengto, arilbout phtoinia, which da not retry eteentiaBj differ 
rolittiag tot own pi tint. When firat ttta either in aymptomt, treatment, or mauU, 
bjr Dr. Scadaiaarn in Mirth, 1M0, ho wu. Ant tot two Ittt which wt ham quoted, 
wttl udeaucuted; the tongue, wu toned; riOpnotod to aolioj ton otoor eeettof pot- 
the appetite exoaiirive, bowel, ooatire,polar adUarjr dittttt. In two cuea tftotot 
W, rtipinliau 18 in too minute, end tot with chronic broach itit, oopiont txptetort* 
tough herd tnd witooot expectoration. Tho dw.diBoulty of branching, fndgomg ooagh, 
ttollntcopt indiottod too trrltlotct of tuber, tod grout debility, although t Compton cuto 
clerprer toaotidianMa portion of lilt right wtt not prodaotd, yotby the inhalation of 
ittegi iht left, appeared IP bnhealtoy. tit iodine uadcoainm, together with aemetonio 
wtt ordareto* draught of tniph. Bigot!., mediclnoe, way gnat relief waa afforded, 
with bill. tun. >0 tot rooming, and a aalint wad tot petlnto wtau brooght into a hatter 
draught K aught, with a mink* of hydig- attta of health toanjbey had had 6» urns? 
pyanic acid iu apeh, and a aunt oaniithiag yuan. Ia a earn of chronic breawkilU, and 
diat, with 0 itoalt quantity of wine. The in one of hryagitia, a complete non waa 
noetic lotion waa employed to in tod other intoned by tow too of tbeiabnUtum, with- 
caeca, and ton iobaiarien of iodina aleaa oal any iaternd aonady. It oat of hub*mil 
haring bean found to txcire too amah ini- and iniuMa tough, oudltoa triaoe wu am- 
.tattoo, it wMoltMW immediately combined ployed, with toe meataariafcetoryraotlta. 
with eooiujgiggr tout auntdiaa a rory Iaeaetl4,toiti*fafeaaie,ittet.M,»ho 
evident inrpetHtonnt wan induced in toe had been autgeet to winter cangh *w*° 
ontuae of ogBpax only with regard u yeara, rba complaint had beta poeaUarly 
tha cough, hqf.tt.jtba digettire functiotu. cavere for toree wuke ; there were tirooon- 
The mliilaiion tog pot appoar to curio any aidtrtble dyapncea, oppratoioa at toe right* 
i Denoted Mcrdfigjtpf tot bronchial mucet; aide of the cheat, and coptooi viarid at pec-to 
but the p»tro«Uh#d, that "on toreo oca- rotation; too polao wu W; ton digearieatt 
liana, iwiwdi t toi y after ijubaliug, he had fnnetiona aoucely affected. The mUturdJ 
coughed op eery arnall ytUow aubitetreea, f ur inhalation waa eompoaei of ootiiura, 
add Ikdt hto cheat won eenetoiy relittrod ipecoooirtba. and hydrocyanic acid; no in- .. 
by goto!* »« «< toera.” The iptentrty of tMod mfJlcUl , wu gine, except n few 
iodine wu now inereneed, and w toere aUU dowi ofn>Hnu. enlph.,hur a hhator wu 
W 0 (* languor opd dehiiiiy,toi Internal toedi- forued on the right tide of the' cheat, by toe 
cineewoie changed fee pa llkahnc jnfuaion ^pUcntion of a eolation of ctatonridw in 
of atraoporilln, with hoc htoto, Voder tor* ttrong untie arid, which toe anther protore 
treatment, to which toe uu of tha aborret- to toa ompl. cantoar., u baiag iaoopoiuM 
hath wu auhowpronlly added, the piuent to the palieet, aod more epeedy Old eoctaU 
continued to traprare, aod « *n end of two « iu opemica. Great iarpaimneu wu 
montho all remedial mum were dioeon- ptedawnd Igithio tnohueut. Adore week 
tinned, u he eppo«md to he iu good horilh, toe udiu and eooium iahalatlan wu am. 
end cured himealf to be hodot tbu ha led plbytd, audit tree touta*uto the wura- 
haao tor aocard yuan. At toia time * toa tiraly racorered. U oautoor ataa of chronic 
•toahowope iadicated a nronfru and char buneUtie, attended with anah irritation, a 
•tot*. Of <ho w K^g i oo. a»d there waa co nwM effimud by toe inhehtien of co- 
wy totosif totwun too aound nieer, ipecacuanha, and hydrocyanic arid, 
of to*, right sod WHidl," Although, tha witooot ooy other remedy whtleter, odd in 
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one of spasmodic Mtlima, that of ether, ce¬ 
sium, and ipecacuanha, was sufficient for the 
(temporary ) removal of the complaint. The 
author has not tuted the doses in which the 
inhaled medicines were employed, except 
the hydrocyanic acid, which was from three 
to six minims, because they must neces¬ 
sarily he altered according to the circum¬ 
stances of each particular case, “ and from 
an apprehension that patients themselves 
might be tempted to undertake the treat* 
meat of their own cases.” All that the 
author has mentioned in reference to 
the manner of emptying the remedies 
which he recommends is, that the vessels 
were of glass,—that the iodiM arts 
dered soluble in distilled water by admit* 
tore with alcohol and by driodetc pf pot***,— 
that the other medisiaes were employed fa 
the form of tuctim,—end that the temper^ 
tuteof the mixture was from 115° to 1W» 
Fahrenheit; and whet hydrocyanic acid 
was employed, from 100® to 110®. He men* 
tiong having employed chlorine in se+eral 
coses of phthisis, but that “ its beneficial 
action was very decidedly inferior to that 
of iodine, and that on every occasion the 
patient, when resuming the inhalation of 
the letter, in strong language expressed bis 
conviction of its being by iar the most ser¬ 
viceable remedy." 

Id justice to Dr. Scudamore we should 
slate, that a professional friend has inform* 
ed us, that the doctor will instantly furnish 

■'any medical practitioner with his different 

; formula for inhalation. 

»#■ 

f . _ 

MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 
dttgnst is December, 1830. 

Thm great press of original matter which 
has claimed precedence in our pages, and 
the attention we have devoted to the new 
works which have lately appeared, have 
prevented us for some time from presenting 
to our readers any extracts from our metro¬ 
politan and provincial contemporaries. A 
dozen or two of professional magazines have 
in consequence accumulated on our table, 
but the neglect we rosy appear to have lately 
shown them will be considered of a very 
venial nature whyn we say, that it has re¬ 
quired t Pita rf considerable dimensions to 


yield ns S decent article. Having how, how¬ 
ever, obtained a sufficient number of papera 
of an interesting and really instructive cha¬ 
racter, We shall notice most of them in this 
week's Lancet. 

Of the country periodicals before us, the 
Gltugow Medical Journal must, from tbs 
nature and quality Of its contents, take the 
lead. The two last numbers (11 and 12) 
contain many original papers, severs! *of 
them of considerable interest; We begin 
with 

A CASK OF SCALD, X? WHICH, AFTER AMPU¬ 
TATION SP THE ARM, THE SUBCLAVIAN 

AMXRY WAS TUP TO ARREST SECONDARY 

HSMORBHAQI. 

The operation vm« performed by Dr. M. 
Buchanan, and the history of the case is 
gives, as related by 1^, in o clinical lecture 
at tbe Royal Infirmary. W, R., sot. 55, em¬ 
ployed in some alum works hear Glasgow, 
fell, on April 17th, against the side of a 
vat, and [remained for several minutes with 
his arm fklunged up to the elbow in the 
boiling lye. On the 19th be was admitted 
into the infirmary, the whole fore-arm and 
hand being then apparently dead, and tbe 
skin hard, dry, and unyielding; the pulse 
at the Wrist was, however, just perceptible. * 
As it was thought possible that tbe slough¬ 
ing might be ouly suparfici»Lfl{PDUtation waa 
not performed, but turpentine dressings and 
emollient poultices were ejnploycd locally, 
aud calomel and opium internally. On the 
21 st he had pain in the head, some disturb¬ 
ance of the sensorium, contracted pupils, 
slight yellowness of the qyee end skin, and 
partial paralysis of the left arm; forty leeches 
were therefore applied to tbe head, and 
afterwards a cold lotion; the bowels ware 
freely opened, and the former remedies then 
continued. On the 22d, the cerebral symp¬ 
toms were somewhat relieved; in the arm a 
line of separation waa perceptible, and the 
muscles ou its inner side had made their 
way through the adjoining softened integu¬ 
ments, aud projected their fleBhy bellies 
more than half an inch beyond the surface. 
An incision was now made, through the 
indurated skin, tbe whole length of the 
forearm at its posterior part. On tbe 24tb, 
the dead integuments were almost outirety 
separated from the subjacent parts,, from 
which there was a copious sunious discharge. 
The general condition of the patient woe 
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rather improved. On thin day Dr. Weir, 
who hud the cure of the patient, performed 
imputation shore the elbow, by the double* 
flap operation; four arteries, end the brl* 
chiel rein which bled profusely, were lied. 
On the 27th, the dressings were removed, 
and— 

‘%The flaps were found wide open, the 
surfaces brown and sloughy, aud the dis¬ 
charge of a rery offensive nature. Tier 
(Edema had spread to the arm and right aide 
of the cheat; three or the ligatures ou the 
face of the stump were easily refapved, and 
the constitutional symptoms'were not of the 
must favourable kind ;.,liis skin was still of 
the same rery unnatarttfoolour} his tongue 
was rather dry, and bYi^SUKtla were greed 
aud rery foetid; tbs polite alio was small 
mid compressible. 8$in*tlant* were from 
this date poured into hiia, aud the stump ! 
was dressed with resinous and turpentine 
applications. He began to sink on the day 
after the operation, and from that time bo 
was put upon nourishing diet, and bad aa 
ounco of wine every hour.” 

On the 50ih, Dr. Buchanan haring com* 
men cod Lis year's attendance at the in fir* 
inary, the pnlient was transferred to his 
care. He was then in a rather more favour¬ 
able condition than on the previous day,and 
hud slept the whole night; but some baitnor- 
rliage, apparently venous, had taken place 
from the stump, and the oozing continued 
throughout the day. Another ligature had 
come away, and it could not be ascertained 
whether the remaining one was ou the bra¬ 
chial artery or teiau Early on the follow- 
► ing morning the kUR ligature came away, 
and the haemorrhage recurred to an alarm- 
iug extent, and when Dr. Buchanau saw the 
patient at eight o'clock, “ the bed and sur¬ 
rounding dressings were deluged with blood, 
the stump of the eeme foul appearance, the 
countenance pale, the features sunk, and the 
extremities quite cold; in short, be was 
moribund.” Under these circumstances any 
operation was out of the question; warm 
wiue and brandy were, however, adminis¬ 
tered in such quantities as bis stomach would 
bear, aud further hwmorrhage prevented by 
k , firmly compressing the subclavian artery, 
*' and the application of a bard pad and ban¬ 
dage to the brachial. At owe o’clock the 
patient bad rallied moat wonderfully ; and 
at six in the evening, as the pulse had got 
up, as it was impossible from the sloughy 
btate of the stump to tie any vessels there. 
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and as tbe oozing which bad recomd could 
be checked by pressure on the Subclavian, 
it was determined to tenure that artery at 
once above the clavicle. The operation was 
performed with great ease by Dfc Buchanan, 
who states that the difficulties attending it, 
especially in reference to the passing of the 
aneurisms! needles, have been aadiy mag¬ 
nified ; it did not occupy mere than ten 
minutes* there was not so much as two 
tetspooeeful of blood lost, and the paiu wm 
seemingly very trifling. 

Emm this time tlxe hemorrlinga was com¬ 
pletely attested, and on the 2nd, and the 
morning of tbe 3rd * the patient teemed to 
be imptovingjhot ’fa, the evening of the 
latter day he began to emit; toe respiration 
was somewhat oppressed, toe pulse in¬ 
creased in frequency, toe tongue, which had 
been clean, became brown and dry in the 
centre, and tbe wound made by toe opera¬ 
tion, from which tbe dressing* were now 
removed; was found to bo wholly ununited, 
and of a white sloughy appearance; from 
this period be continued to sink, and died 
on toe evening of toe .Hh. We Lave not 
thought it necessary to particularise toe 
treatment, which appears to have been very 
judicious, and consisted chiefly in toe ad¬ 
ministration of wine, sulphate of quinine, 
and opium. On dissection, tbe ligature on 
tbe subclavian was found to have been per¬ 
fectly well applied, end toe artery was 
closed by a hard clot above it. 

“ The muscles surrounding toe shoulder- 
joint, were soft, green, and matted together, 

: and a large collection of fatty pus extended 
jfrom the stump below the axilla, to the 
under surface of the pectorahs major and 
minor; tbe whole substance of which last, 
was in tbe same gangrenous state as th« 
muscles of tbe shoulder joint. 

" With regard to the cause of death ill 
this case,” observes Dr. Buchanau, “ £ 
think it must appear evident, that it was nftg 
toe taat operation, but tbe spreading of the 
traumatic gangrene, whose progress was 
hastened by the loss of blood, both at toe 
amputation'aud at toe eeeO&dary bmmor- 
rbage, which occurred cm the morning of 
the let, But it may beaaM. Wbatwae 
the cause of tbe secondary haemorrhage on 
the 7tb day after the amputation ! 7 think 
this admits of a very satisfactory answer; 
not only from an inspection of the blood¬ 
vessel, but also from toe colour of the blood 
discharged, its quantity, and its suppression, 
by tbe application of tWlbumb to toe sub* 
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cl&vian, at it ptini over the firtt rib. All 
these circa mstanoei show that the haemor¬ 
rhage came from Urn main trunk. The liga¬ 
ture round the blood-vessel atiil remains; 
and on inspecting iticardkb aide, ifce hard 
dot of blood which nature has formed, oin 
be traced into bhe of the beareM branches. 

“ But if to eertsia of ah unfavourable 
issue to your ease, after the last hemorrhage, 
why, it hag been said, have recourse to so 
formidable and dangerous an operation at 
tying the subcltmn artery, during the pto- 

S 6 f Which the patient might, ia ill 
liood, die in your bands, by your in* 
cautiously cutting tome coaiiderubte arterial 
branch, which, ia the hthda of ao paany 
operators, has been observed $o occur t All 
true; but what eltetnttiy*’ was left til! 
death inevitable ftem luferhorrhage organ* 
grew, or death ptoWemat^il from tbs bpe- 
ration, Death did not take place till the 
5th day after (he operation, Bod nob one 
single bad symptom arising from this ap¬ 
peared during all this time. On this coti- 
tlery, having niffr no ft$lrofhwmarfhtge, 
cordiaia and stimalMW Were poured into the 
patient with no niggardly hands, and with 
a rallying of strength and pulse, the asto¬ 
nishment of aU who saw him. Indeed, had 
It hot been that the sloughing jwoceM, pre¬ 
vious to the last operation, bad made sach 
progress, sad the abscess on the chest, the 
Consequence of it, had sunk him so W, I 
feel quite convinced that his recovery would 
have been secured. In all cases, however, 
of a similar nature, the question must con¬ 
stantly occur, What ii the line of duty 1 If 
to Operate, Why hesitate ? Why search for 
some flimsy apology for avoiding the kuife? 
If death takes place, after the proper per¬ 
formance of your operation, you have the 
satisfaction of having done your duty, aud 
as to reflections, whether extra-professional 
or not, the less you care about them the 
better.” 

He then goes on to justify the application 
of the ligature above the clavicle, rather 
than lower down, and states:— 

“ The reasons which influenced me in 
making choke of the subclavian, were 
the following ^--1 st. The certainty of find* 
tag a healthy’ part of the vessel, or one 
Which gave tbs greatest chance of being so ; 
JSd, The securing at the same time by this 
procedure any other of the large branches 
Which are gives Off on the distal side of this 
part of the vessel, and which might after* 
Wards give rise to haemorrhage; 3d, The 
absence of oedema, pain, or fluctuation, 
above the clavicle; aud, 4th, The greater 
facility, in my opinion, of performing this 
operation, and the less risk of hemorrhage 
during its execution, a point, this last, of no 


little moment, where to inch blood had 
been previously lost.” 

We need not fellow Dr* Buobansn in bis 
further consideration of the treatment of the 
case; wo aw fully satisfied .that the opera¬ 
tion was not only justifiable* but in every 
respect creditable to him ; that the death of 
the patient cannot iu any way be Swiped 
to it ; and we have little doubt, that if the 
progress of gangrene could have been ar¬ 
rested, it would hava been followed by 
complete success. 

In the following article on the 

SEV*«E ANB VAThfc OdtfSMVktfCSS OF SLIGHT 
wounds atom van tit dissection, 

The author, Mr. T. Adam, slates that he lias 
Collected aad compared forty published 
cases of this kind, aad that from them, as 
well as from hi* own esperkiaee aod obeer* 
ration, j>e baa ebme to the Mowing con¬ 
clusion* :~- 

u That to certain conditions of the sys¬ 
tem may be attributed the power of render¬ 
ing us more susceptible of the severe conse¬ 
quences from dissection wounds ; aud (hut 
these conditions are such as are usually 
expressed by the rattier vague appellations 
of ‘ irritable or bad habit of body,’ * scro- 
fuloua diathesis,’ ‘worn-out constitution 
‘general debility/ fitc.—names for a cou- 
ditioD, of which in general no very precise 
ideas are formed “ that from inoculation 
with the fluids oft body recently deceased, 
more danger is to be apprehended, than 
from a similar exposure to the fluids of a 
body further gone in decomposition ; and 
that the danger is much greater if the cause 
of death has been inflammation of any of the 
serous membranes, particularly of the peri¬ 
toneum/’ 

These conclusions appear to us to be 
well founded, and they coincide with tho 
opinions of moat of those who have had the 
best opportunities of studying the subject. 

The most interesting and valuable part o< 
the paper it, however, the case of the author 
himself* In the year 18*J7, Dr. (Jollea, in 
the Dublin Hospital Reports, proposed to 
treat the fever, dr constitutional irritation, 
consequent m wounds received ia dissec¬ 
tion* by oalemel in frequent doses so as to 
produce immediate salivation; he did not, 
however, mention any case where this me¬ 
thod bad been employed, nor does it appear 
to have been Since adopted by'any other 
practitioner, though a case was described 
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by Mf. Shaw in which theaeci dental occur¬ 
rence of salivation ftom «small dose of mer ¬ 
cury was productive of great benefit Sir. 
Adams, therefore, on becoming himself 
tjie subject of the disease, determined to 
giro the mercurial pita atrial, and as be had 
described his c«ft* eery concisely; we mre 
unwilling to abridge it still further, but shall 
give it in hit own words. 

44 About the end of January, 1859, I 
assisted at the inspection of the body of a 
female who had died of chronic pulmonary 
disease, with effusion betwixt the pleura 
on the left side. While handling the lung 
on this side, I felt a smarting pain in a 
■cratch upon my right thumb, which I had, 
1 thought, snfisiaiKtiy cauterised with the 
nitrate of silver, before going to the inspeq- 
tion. I immediately wwlted and sucked 
the wound, and re-applied the caustic. This 
was about 4 *.*. 9t day. About 5 jut. 
nett morning, that is, 1$ hours after the 
inspection, 1 was awakened by a severe 
pain above ay elbow, and oh the top ofay 
arm, in the situation of the deltoid mmole. 
This pain increased in severity till B a.St., 
when I commenced the ou of a cold lotion 
to the arm, and ealomeHa three-grain doses 
every three hours. Had slight headach and 
languor; pulse 85. 3d day. After taking 
live doses of tire calomel it was discontinued, 
as by that time it had begun to set on the 
bowels. During the night it acted four 
times very freely. Sleep very disturbed. 
In the morning 1 felt very languid, but 
scarcely any pain in the arm. Tongue very 
foul ; pulse 96 to 108. Nausea prevented 
me from living according to Mr. Shaw's 
stimulating phut of regimen, which I had 
resolved to <kfc Itt the afternoon I began 
to feel my mouth it little sore, and about five 
p.w., on attempting to chew, felt my gums 
very sore, and when looked at, they were 
found very red, with a few white spots upon 
them. The languor now went off. Later 
in the evening I felt the gluteal Tegion of the 
right side very tender on pressure. The 
elbow and shoulder not painful except ou 
pressure or motion. 4th day. 1 felt so well 
as to he able to resume toy professional 
visits. After wanting four miles, 1 felt lan¬ 
guid ami irritable; and the pain returned in 
the lumbar sad gluteal regions. After using 
my arm a little it also became very painful, 
lie-applied cold lotion ; gums not ver y sore $ 
no salivation ; pulse 95 to 100. 5tii day. 
Daring this day felt spasmodic twitching in 
pectoral-regiou. The para in 1 amber and 
gluteal regions rather increased ; pulse 95; 
tongue, furred «nd white*, tenderness of 
mouth and gums nearly gone; pain in arm 
very Ut(le until 1 had used ft a little, 8th 
day, AWout midnight the pain of arm be¬ 


came excessive, and mors nearly resembled 
the sensation of what is eaUep a sleeping 
font or hand, than any other 1 can remem- 
bar, ip kind, but not in degree. It conti¬ 
nued very painfulfor eight Tiours, notwith¬ 
standing the use of tile bold lotion a pitt 
of that time, and taking xl of tinct. opli* 
About 1a.m. recommenced the use of the 
calomel, of which I again took fire doses. 
In the afternoon my mouth beesme sore, 
the calomel not having yet acted on the 
bowels, and in the evening I felt completely 
relieved from all my complatilts, local and 
general. 7th day. Slept wbll; month very 
sore end blistered j arm nearly free of pain 
even on pressure ; some red spots were ob¬ 
served on shoulder to-day: no swelling in 
axilla. Yesterday one of thq veins or the 
aritt, g branch of Which ran dter the thumb, 
was observed tense, hard, and painful. To¬ 
day the pun and hardness are gone. 8th 
day. General irrigation less; pulse 9S| 

S tongue white but cleaning; nm a little 
infnt; month Iras sore. 9th and 10th 
ys. Am a little painful; mouth getting 
bettor. Uth day. Yesterday evening my 
mouth again beesme painful; and the gums 
swollen and blistered, in consequence, X 
suppose, of being out part of the day, which 
was damp and foggy. This day felt fen 
pain, and was lest oppressed or languid than 
on any previous day. Commenced the use 
of sulpb. quin. From this day I was free 
from complaint, save of weakness, and of the 
arm being very easily fatigued/* 

It it hardly possible for the beneficial 
effects of a particular remedy to be more 
striking than thoBe of the mercury in this 
instance, and we fully agree with the author 
when he observes,— 

“ Though these eases cannot be consider¬ 
ed as evidence sufficient to establish iho 
certain efficacy of this mode of treatment, 
they seem to hold forth abundant induce¬ 
ment to make further trials, and to claim 
for this treatment a confidence, equal, if not 
superior, to that which can be reposed in 
any other. It ia not simply and aiugly be¬ 
cause the cases terminated favourably; (&£ 
1 would attach more confidence to this (the 
mercurial) than to any other mode oftreat¬ 
ment; but it ia because the subsidence of 
the symptoms and the appearances of mer¬ 
curial action—the annihilation, br at least 
the overpowering of the nattiral by the artifi¬ 
cial disease, appear so intimately related by 
the ainjultoneouauess Of their occurrence, 
as to lend considerable plausibility to the 
hypothesis, that the relation was not merely 
that of casual coincidence, hut that of cause 
and effect.’* 
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TIm> thitd papet, fln glaucoma, by Mi* 
Mackensue, which occupies thirteen pages, 
is a literal copy of the chapter on that dis¬ 
ease in his recently-published work on dis¬ 
eases of the eye, and the editors, therefore 
appear to be almost guilty of a kind of fraud 
upon their readers, ia inserting it as an 
original article, 

s KONSTKOSITIE8. 

The fifth article contains an admirable 
exposition of the modern doctrine, on the 
production and nature of monstrosities, 
though we think the author has ascribed too 
tnuch to Geoffroy St. Hilaire, and too Uttie 
to Meckel and the German anatomists. As 
condensation here is impossible, we must 
content ourselves with extracting a few of 
the most interesting and striking passages, 
strongly recommending the perusal of the 
whole paper to those of our readers who may 
wish for a luminous explanation of the very 
ingenious end important theory in question. 

“ There are many monstrous forms which 
we moy readily imagine, but which can never 
he produced by any derangement of the 
formative power (»ww formativm). For 
example, we never observed the sacrum 
placed on the superior extremity of the ver¬ 
tebral column, or the urinary bladder in the 
cavity of the thorax ; nor do we ever detect 
the ureters terminating in the aorta or the 
hepatic reins in the stomach; and although 
we often aee monstrosities destitute of head 
apd upper extremities, while the organs of 
nutrition still remain, the converse of this 
never occurs, and consequently we never 
observe a monster consisting of the head and 
upper extremities alone” ----- 44 In 
the analysis of the cranium of an encepha- 
lous monster, it was found that all the bones 
of the perfectly developed foetus were pre¬ 
sent, and retained the same connexions, 
although their forms were altered or modi¬ 
fied* agreeably to the theory of the unity of 
organic composition. Guided by these con¬ 
siderations, M. Geoffrey St. Hilaire has not 
hesitated to consider each kind of monstro¬ 
sity as a species, and to attempt a classifi¬ 
cation of them, "founded upon the common 
principles of aodogy, an enterprise which, 
nlthougb perhaps premature, will doubtless 
be established on a firm basis, as our know¬ 
ledge of these singular beings becomes more 
complete. 

“ Among these monstrous forms, many 
may he explained on the principle of a re¬ 
tarded development of organs. Hence those 
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parts of ths organism which are last formed, 
present the greatest number of anomalies, 
os is the case ia monsters from deficiency, os 
they are called. Thus, as the nerves and 
blood-vessels are formed before the brain or 
heart, irregularities of vessels and nerves 
art rarer than tbos^ of the central organs. 
Hence we frequently find the foramen ovale 
open, because it is one of the last of those 
parts which is completed in the regular or- 

g anixntion, and on the same principle the 
rain is more commonly incomplete than the 
spinal marrow. Other examples of this law 
may be readily remembered, as the lobular ' 
structure of the kidneys, and the permanent 
residence of the testicles in die abdomen. 

*' Therein a stiH more singular circum¬ 
stance which is frequently observed in mon¬ 
sters from retarded development, namely, 
that the deficiencies which they exhibit, 
often correspond to the regular organization 
of corresponding organs in the inferior ani¬ 
mals. This takes place in consequence of 
a principle which is now one of the best 
established in physiology, that the various 
stages of development through which the 
organs of the foetus run, are analogous to the 
permanent structure of the same organs in 
some of the inferior animals. It h neces¬ 
sary to prevent a principle of this sort from 
being abused or not properly understood. 
As we observe no regular gradation of ani¬ 
mals, it cannot be understood as stating that 
the embryo begins to appear as a monad, 
and is promoted through all its intermediate 
grades, till it becomes i a true human foetus. 
Nor can the entire embryo be compared to 
any of the inferior animals, when we consi¬ 
der the structure of all its organs. If, on 
the other hand, we trace the progress of any 
particular set of organs from the earliest 
periods of formation up to maturity, we will 
find that there is * remarkable analogy be¬ 
tween these fleeting forms of the embryo 
organs, and their permanent structure in the 
inferior animals. 

“ If we select the nervous system for an 
example, we shall find that in the embryo 
the nerves are formed before the spinal 
marrow or brain, as is also the case iu zoo¬ 
phytes and molluscs. The ganglions of the 
spinal nerves then appear, and if M. Serrea’ 
opinion be correct, this state is analogous 
to that 6l the nervous system of insects, 
where the ganglions of the nervous chord 
are analogous to the gungliong of the spinal 
nerves of the higher animals. As the pro¬ 
gress of development advances, the spinal 
marrow appears surmounted by a few tuber¬ 
cles, which are the rudiments of the cere¬ 
bral parts. It ia ofteu hollow, and extends 
to the extremity of the coccyx, and there 
are two tubercula quadrigemiuS, whose inte- 
. rior is also hollow. These circumstances are 
precisely the same as we tee in studying the 
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tering dreadful cat s» and exhibiting almost 


nervous system of £*1>e», in which these 
tubercles predominate over the other cere¬ 
bral parts. The anterior lobes of the brain 
are then developed aa in reptile*. N ext the 
cerebellum increases, as is thebase in birds, 
the pons varolii and corpus callosum then 
appear in the embryo, juid are peculiar to 
mammiferous animals. The festal brain is 
still destitute of convolutions, and the cere¬ 
bellum is not covered by the brain, and this 
ii the case in many animals, as the rab¬ 
bit, &o." 

“ The case of hare-lip, where there is 
also a cloven palate, affords a very good 
illustration of the principles we have at¬ 
tempted to explain/ This imperfection takes 
piece in consequence of the development of 
organs from the centre to the circumference, 
and is equally the Jugular condition of some 
period of embryo ti^and of the adult state 
of many of the inferior animals. - - - 
Those cases of atresia where the rectum 
opens into the urinary bladder or urethra, 
resemble the organisation of these parts in 
birds where the faces, urine, and semen, are 
received into,a common canty called the 
cloaca. In those cases where the penis is 
impervious, snd hue a sulcus on its inferior 
surface, we hare a repetition structure of 
the same part in the sea turtle, where the 
game sulcus exist*.’' 

We ahull finish our extracts with the 
author’s concluding observation, in which 
we heartily concur:— 

“ Every philosophic mind wil! doubtless 
prefer these examples of pathological ana¬ 
tomy, where, with a moderate portion of 
sagacity, it is easy to separate all the con¬ 
ditions of our problem, 10 those vivisections 
so much in fashion at preseut, and which 
are elevated wiUvfba imposing title of ex¬ 
perimental physiology, where so many un¬ 
certainties are mingled together, and where 
the knife produces So much pain, that no 
kind of excitation oan be studied, and where 
we cannot distinguish the respective effects 
of so many different causes.*'* I 

The ttth article by Dr. Lucas, gives on 
account of 

A HEM A RKABLK CASE OF UYBTERXA. 

The patient, meat. 40, remarkably healthy, 
and of n “ tall, strong, masculine make, 
was suddenly attacked with excruciating 
pain at the epigastrium and extreme disten¬ 
sion of the stomach, and was found by Dr. 
Luca*, who saw her almost immediately, 
writhing as if in great agony, perspiring 
profusely from the forehead and hands,' ut- 

* Anatomic Pbiiosophiqtie, tom, ii. p. 131, 


every symptom o£ ; byiteria in a degree 
equally extraofduwy and alarttiog. As the 
pul Be was full, streag, hard, and rather fre¬ 
quent, she was immediately Med to about 
40 ounces. By this a slight impresaion was 
made on the spasm of the stomach, but the 
patient having been much agitated by the 
fainting of one of the bystanderi, the pain 
was greatly aggravated, and the good effect* 
of the bleeding apparently altogether lost. 
The medicines which bed been tent forliav-* 
ing now arrived, a f.$ iss of tract, opii with | 
peppermint water, was given every five nri-f 
nutes. Roar doses were administered with- f 
out any eJftct, batafter twenty minute* die • 
patient began to eructate, and suddenly ex- 
claimed, " l am quite well." This quantity 
of opium did not produce stupor nor head- 
ach j the patient continued free from pain, 
aud only coraplaiued the next day of nausea. 

It being now found that the bowels had been 
for a long time costive, a purgative enema 
was administered, aad a large quantity of very 
offensive tar-like fames evacuated, with great 
relief to the stomach. The nausea hiving 
however retnreed, the next day she took 
an emetic of tartar and antimony; and, after 
a copious vomiting of bile the uneasiness of 
the stomach was completely removed. 0%- 
the fourth day a second paroxysm, rtffl 
sembling the first, Occurred, and was almost# 
immediately arrested by four drachms of then? 
tincture, and six grains of solid opinm. A* 
few days afterwards she was attacked a 
third time, and relieved in the same mon- 
«or. No further paroxysm, however, oc¬ 
curred, and under the use of tenio snd 
laxative medicines she completely reco¬ 
vered. The disorder is attributed by Dr. 
L. to a habit of taking every morning, fast- 
tug, a large quuntity of strong green tea 
without cream or sugar. 

CARBONATE OP IftOX. 

The observations of Mr. Cfak, in a short 
article on the preparation of carbonate of 
iron, ore well deserving of attention. He 
states, that when this medicine is prepared 
according to the directions of the British 
Fharuacopsias, it absorbs oxygen so rapidly 
while drying, as to be almost'entirely con¬ 
verted into the rod oxyde, a substance very 
different in its mediciual properties, and 



wbtoh aafMg&to tatJarert toy «*»»* 
Without ftutoriag atty apparent ttecC •«■ 
oep* t» MNtlWt *0 »«** 

dl B B Wt ta ict, we liatn W ioobl. are °»i»f 
tho iorf&fhftnt report! wWeh tare tan 
•Mfcbynriaaa precudi»tra,ia re ita doe* 
•aj propertinl of (hit tdbtteoot. Hr. 
(talk, therefore, propoMe to aroid tta ex« 
poaure of tta preripitate to the eatiei) of the 
eth, eod jiree the foHowio{ formula, hj 
which * trae oettaaete toy ta obttioad I— 

" Take of aulptata of iron eod edtaerho- 
nte of tode. each ei|U areata. Pound 
each adt, tad dilutee thhat tapareUly in 
wins water, if m e r ee ary , fleer. BfclogA* 
tend tad teoltdi ,rei* dht ielttidoo io o 


the others recotered, wittootatad t 
tow. Thoojh w# cieaMdoobt thach 
Mae of Mr. Idedeed , a.,atttai»nt, /at art 
ahoold ta uawiaiai to Mcaaueead t titular 
mihod of proeaedioft at heat aafliaatha 
dafrer of feme it, oaaar r ae d t at to the 
duration of the pretaiirh, It ia HaMt to to 
other Objeotioa thirnttatof eaeeartteljft- 
ti|uio{ the aurgaoa, aodraay ta well worthy 
a trial, provided ao urijeweatioa ta |oiaf 
da within tta tareid MB. 

We tare already peUieled eo much on 
the ergot of rye, that are do not t&ink it 
expedient to notice a nlenble paper by Dr. 
Anton, ou the action of thit ■oatnAwcioua 
remedy, of the airtaaa of which moat of oar 


▼met, eapahla of boMiof oai 

fWaaan did* ti^rikiid - f«1 *p again with ih«ll conclude out notice with » caw of 


from the . . , „ 

water, sadlikewise Bg«l» decant; and repeat 
this operation two or three times, so as to 
separate the soluble salts. Next put the 


we shell conclude < 

online avion of THt b&bt. 

On wbioh wo hare only to observe, that 


precipitate oe s filter of cotton of linen the use of thb steihomame dees mppear to ut 

* * . ' When 

one 
make it 

a sort ofb*. and with tta older twill it i 


to have been indicated, and Ihntit it much 
to ta regrptted that this instrument area not 
employed. 

round from the holding hand downwarda, ao .. W. M'K.,««d 4 a,porter,h.deomplained 
ee to equeeeeoul the remming water. Tta for m0D ^, 0 f .willing and paiu in the 
precipitate will now hate the apprentice of e i l ^ c iegion , „ tE „diog into right ha. 
Clay, too aoft for moulding. With roll ^g,’ which aymptoma were top- 
aogar and tromatie powder, re tuitahla ^ , 0 lril6 from „ enlargement or the 
proportion, make it into en electuary. j)j, er He came under my eare on the S9th 
•« lima,” earehe. “ are obtain a Miton.ro #f September 1SXP, at which time thrwhol. 
of iron, uniform in iu properun, ta.dly tbd( ,J ED muek ,pollen, end Actuation 


deteriorated by the process it undergoes, 
anil little liable to change by beeping." 

strangulated inguinal hernia. 

The substance of Mr. M'Leod’s n Re¬ 
marks on the Care of strangulated inguinal 
Hernia by the Tasis," with which the No. 
for the present month commences, may be 
given in a very Few words; the only novelty 
in bis method of treatment being that of 
keeping up S .*>6re. forcible and continued J 
pressure, with One. or both hands on the 
hernial tament, thin has hitherto, we be¬ 
lieve, been practised or recommended. On 
two occasions the pressure was kept up for 
two hours, to the great fatigue of the ope- 
rater; find on another, where the tumour 
was very large, Sir. Mseleod wsa assisted 
not only by another surgeon, but by two 
cartert, and the hernia was thus compressed 
with very great force for a fall hour before 
it was reduced \ yet this patient, as well as 


distinct; he complained also of laneinstiBg 
pain immediately below the fusiform carti¬ 
lage, and in the region of the Hvvr/but from 
the great accumulation of fluid, 00 distinct 
tuttnur was perceptible. Pulse regular, 
seldom above ?tf}- drtne scanty sod high- 
coloured; skin dry, great thirst sod deficient, 
appetite. He used squills, digitalis, decoo- 
tiou of broom, atid other diuretics, and the 
system was kept under the influence of mer¬ 
cury for some weeks. By these means the 
lancinating pains Were much alleviated, but 
the dropsical symptoms increased ; tlm ab¬ 
domen became larger, the lower extremities 
(Edematous, and his breathing became so 
much oppressed, that it was becessary to 
perforin paracentesis. On the 16tb Novem¬ 
ber, 16 lbs of fluid were drawn off; it was 
very thick sad gelatinous, and had floating 
in it a great many pieces of coagulable 
lymph. A large tumour Was now discovered 
occupying both hypochondria, and also epi¬ 
gastric and umbilical regions. Pressure 
upon it produced acute pain, particularly 
towards the right side; and when this was 
applied over the ossiform cartilage, tf feeling 
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at 'Mi 
•uiMnik. Aftor tbtopwntton lire eynipi, 
teens were eery greatly relieved. He gamut 
orinetoely, and nitprennad hituadlf» bniug] 
quit* wuil. Th» (told, boweeur. again no* 
ttimelttud rapidly, tad os the lift D*«»b*» 
the eta# quantity cmdfownrfl twodtyt 
after •Met, symptoms of pertrenidi nuts 
da, and kaMad on tbs (Bth Daaanbar. On 


on *«» 0 »»»MW»» “*aW”*»» “**" 

iiomulrH tmactw. 

I . « B b »»t .Min, i« *"•* 

tesSTwr-s 

vjasssisL”: 

MH distributed la lira nffcmed muaeto •, 


da, ana he Bled on Bre loot ireetmoov. vn nerea uwneureo - 

dlauetfon, the tureor wtt found to arba oecaaiooajlyH in . 


uiaaokiiOHi His laiMvm nn — 

tout aadnhoga aabrgamnil of the- 

on, which had fanned adheaiaaa to all the 
oaigbboannz parta, purticuUriy to the »to- 
naeh and trinivereo orah of M aoloo, the 
hit of which wan imbedded in ita nnh- 
itinea, and ad much onm pruned that Ita 


occaatoaauy » h pw" -. . 

having their poiata of ittacbceaat unduly 
and unnaturally approiimaten ** * "J* 1 * 
derahh loagth of fiia, « h naiudoeuddia- 
tacattoM, in the treatment of fraotnea, etc. ; 
and, In tome aaaaa, the ftnelia om cannot 
he isosrtaiaeA. Whoa a aaoawa haa hag 


oantl was nearivoblltettJTrteHeartm ^toto ^.uo flm»«^M« ^^ 
not larger than attarri, lm Aat part of tta ad.odelj tola beta, am 
left tote which waa in intimate canaanon wtech ongmafty prodaead it tee ceaate m 
with the diaeaaed man, had aaanmed mu- opanta j tad if breaking tide 
whetoftha aaaaa nppeitanco, Thera waa a my gaaatiRy in 

-. 1 . if >wa.Ud athilik ul 

groat quantity of tuid ta iha owtiy rf *■ 


great quantity 01 wire >■ , , v 7 

abdomen, oioulnrlo what had been drawn 
off. The taiga erhihitad no math of dh- 
eue. On tatnlnition of the heart, the, 
pericardium was found firmly 
right aide. When dieaecled off, oenitp the 
whole of the right enrieto, end fully one but 
of the corresponding eentriele, were found 
iuveated with > thici nnd logged deposition 
of oeaifio mottor. An osswus lamella, half 
an inch in breadth, nnnrij Mmrended the 
heart, following tho coorao of junction of 
the auricle* and »e»lrkl«* Ti»e left f«n- 

triole win marked by oumeroui striae of bona, 
corresponding with tlie tract of tb® coronary 
treacle; end on ita upper aod lateral «ur- 
face, an irregular plate ofhone, eo inch aod 
a halt tong by lliree.foonte of on inch 
broad, waa depoaited. The mrf.ee ef thin 
plate was nmooUt, and the pericardium dtu 
not ndtero to it. Thia case ta rather aiugu- 
ler, from lha fact that the pulac waa never 
in the alight* it degree irregular ; neither 
war it at any tb», pridr »tho peritoneal 
indammatioo, wy q“«*- « 

ranged between 70 and 80, and waa btr no 
means, even to the hot, either email or 
feeble. There waa oo symptom of irregn- 
}«rlty in the circulation of the lungs, no 
dyspnoea nor cough. Under thou eircorm- 
atancea, no luaptoioo exieted during life 
of anv affection of thnhenrt, and. mi exami¬ 
nation with the atttlioscopa not being tndt- 
nnted, Utet inurnment wa» Sol employed. 


JHe NertS e/ England Medical and 
Surf leal Annul, No. 2, which atands 
want in order among the joomale before ue, 
contains eome paper* which we mey extract 
without division or comment. The fcitow- 
ing ertteto it by Mr, Simud Smith, curgooo 
to the Leeds InJimary. 


i There tue certain acta of mnactoo which net 
aa MteganlaU to web Hirer, re fbr example, 
the deaore aad ettanaota of lire arm. The 
contreeiicn af altar nf tana W* •* "t** 
U alwanra acoomptmtod wittt a dmultmon. 
relaxation of iheolhar; thw,» tha mm ho 
pow6rhi11y flexedWthe bittpn, *ho U»«x- 
tanaota brought into octteo, tho aalantora 
no sooner act than the hioepe hecomne re- 
hud. Sttppnea then the *»»« of the «m 
to have baaa tome time in a akate of perma¬ 
nent jorahiatary cantraotioo ; if tlta limn, 
by geatla fare*, be put in the poaitton of 
ipenectextenaion, the fftxora become rein¬ 
ed, and by maintotaing tbi* !“*•»» »«'’ 
tain length of lime, tbit honnwrtl teW af 
imvhtnlary coalraelion, which hee teen 
esquired in the deinre, may ho broken or 

desl roved. To prove ihoinoaeta which mey 

I be expected to follow tbi* plea of treetment, 
too following cnaee ire eelected front meny 
otliera wbicb hoed come udder my notice. 

" Mtty Leak, aged «5, a atouh rohnat 
woman from the cbttatry, iaraa admitted a 
patient of tto inffrmary under tay atm July 
JO 1820. Sh« had beea Sfieen montbl 
i under irentment, angering ouoh dtinug tha 
whole of tbit time tom permenant contrac¬ 
tion of the quadriceps exteoebr femorie, tlie 
i whole of which mueolc wm in an extremely 
rigid elate; she walked without pare, but 
an inability to tend the right knee re tha 
i least degree, gave tee th e, gpp esrnnae of 
having a wooden tog. The uuu.-bxlh, flic- 
tions, snd many other menu!, B«d been per* 
l tiered in for a prent lengtfreft|ine« witliont 
I producing the least effect tippit her com- 
plsint. On the day sacceedia* her edinw- 
siou, I placed ber ou the bed on her left 
|eide,ii»a takittgrbold of tlie wncle with my 
I right hend, grasping the thigh with my left, 
I succeeded in drawing the heel o»« press¬ 
ing it against the buttock, thus producing a 
perfect flexion of the limb. It is necessary 
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to exploit J$t& in accomplishing this, re- 
course waft tied were to art end cunning then 
to force. It was gratifying to find that the 
rigid musctce bed become perfectly relaxed, 
awl io order to destroy tbe tendency to re¬ 
action. two leather straps, with buckles, 
wore placed tight round the upper part of 
the thigh end ancle, binding the limb in 
this position, the heel touching the Wtock. 
She was ordered to remain iu bed bound in 
this manner uutit iny nail on Use following 
day. Tbe relief was immediate and com¬ 
plete. Upon being released next day, it 
was found that the muscles which had been 
for so long a period contracted w«M quilts 
relaxed; and not only to, but the tendency 
to involuntary contraction wax destroyed. 
Suspecting, however, it might return, she 
remained an in-patient ten days: no return 
of the complaint took place 5 she was made 
an out-patient, and appeared at such August 
30. She was perfeeuy well, and had suffer¬ 
ed no relapse. . 

“ October fO, 10*6. Wm. Holdin, aged 
36, admitted a patient in the infirmary, un¬ 
der my care, on account of the right mas- 
seier muscle being permanently contracted, 
lie baa been fourteen months incapable of 
opening his ntoutb more than to admit the 
handle of a leaden spoon. Upon introduc¬ 
ing the finger within tbe cheek, *Ud the 
thumb without, the muscle can he grasped, 
and in hardness it resembles hone rather 
than muscle ; be has been upwaidsof a year 
unable to close the right eye. lie was di¬ 
rected to wear a wooden wedge between 
the teeth, so as gradually to open the mouth, 
and thus gain upou the contracted muscle. 
No medical treatment was adopted, and in 
the course of a week or ten days the mouth 
could be opened upwards of an inch the 
masse ter muscle had become relaxed aud 
solt, and he was so much relieved, that at 
his own particular wish he went out, Nov. 
10 , in order that he might labour for his 
family; he was, however, directed to con¬ 
tinue the use of the wooden wedge for some 
time. He was able to take common diet, 
which had materially improved his strength, 
having previously lived a long lime upon 
spoon-mestf fiom his inability to open the 
mouth: Jp could also close the eye, which 
he had not done before for upwards of a 
year* 

“ Nor. 2,1829. a young lady, 

residing about tweitty miles from Leeds, 
had the misfortune, nine weeks ago, to fall 
and sprain her wrist; for tlx: relief of which 
leeches and the usual applications were hud 
recourse to, under the direction of a very 
respectable practitioner; in a few days she 
was better of the sprain, but the ring and 
liule-finger were permanently contracted, 
and aha had lost the power of extending 
them , to relieve this affection various means 


FOR PTOSI S. 

were had mstmm to without ofifeeti aht 
then came fo Lsadi to plica bamtf under 
ray care. Finding she kid considerable pain 
upon pressure, in the oourae of 4k* ulnar 
nerve, 1 tkought it advisable, previoos to 
extending the fingers, to apply a small Mis¬ 
ter (three inches long sad one broad) above 
the wrist* tad in the direction of Ike nerve. 
The day following the fingers wow gently 
extended ; dressings applied to the blister, 
a compress of lint, and a Splint reaching from 
the extremity of the fingers a little bey ond 
the wrist, was firmly secured by a baud age 
to keep them extended. Next day they 
were removed, the contraction of live flexor* 
had ceased, she had the perfect use of her 
hand, and had suffered no relapse up to the 
present time (June, 1838}’’ 

TREATMENT OF TTOSIK. 

Ptosis, or falling of the upper eyelid, 
when dependent ou paralysis Uf the levator 
palpebr®. has always, webefieve, been re¬ 
garded as irremediable by any kind of ope¬ 
ration ; and at it is often impossible to re¬ 
store the action of that muscle, tbs deformity 
necessarily remaiut during life, to tbe great 
annoyance of the patient, who is thus de¬ 
prived of the use of au eye, which is itself 
perfectly healthy. 

A very simple operation has, however, 
lately been proposed by Mr. Hunt, one of 
tbe surgeons to the Manchester Eye Infirm¬ 
ary, which, should it not always succeed 
in restoring the movements of th e lid, may 
at least be expected to produce consider¬ 
able benefit. The principle upon which it 
was adopted, was that of bringing the lid 
under tbe influence of tire occipito-frontnlis 
muscle, the anterior fibres of which gene¬ 
rally extend over the aoperciliary ridge. 

“ The operation is performed by dissect¬ 
ing off a fold of integument from the eyelid, 
and the difference from the usual way of pro¬ 
ceeding, consists iu the portion removed. 
The upper incision is mado immediately 
below the line of Lairs forming the eyebrow, 
and extends each way to a point opposite 
the commissures of the eyelids. In making 
the lower incision uo precise direction cuu 
be given. It should approach within a 
short distance of tbe tarsal margin, varying 
iu the extent of the portion included be¬ 
tween the two incisions, sccoiding to tho 
greater or less degree of relaxation of the 
skin, which is different in any two indi¬ 
viduals, and it should meet the upper in¬ 
cision at both extremities. When the’ in¬ 
tervening portion has been detached, the 
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■' if«* «kou!i He ueunitly united 
V. »< l«*t, tkrw wtstn t i»d ,the *o»nd 
*W".JS *“■$ *>«#«"•. Tl>e eileet 
g SgS,*** ie yerfeoled, i. 

*»*«^*« «f lie' eyelid to,iketportioi 
oifte ilrfn of the eyebrow open which the 
ooctpito firontiHe actve&d by means of this 
attachment, substituting the action of (hie 
mnsole in raising the eyelid for that of the 
levator, which ia no longer capable of 
doing eo. 

" On the firat view of this mode of ope- 
Mling, the deformity likely to be produced 
by the removal of so Urge » portion of skin 
in euoh a conspicuous situaiio»»or the in¬ 
jury to the motion of the eyelid, may be 
urged by some, as reason* against its adop¬ 
tion. But to .both the** olyeptiona the fol¬ 
lowing case, in consequence of wbioh the 
foregoing observat&tok were made, will be 
an answer. 

" In removing a large and deeply-seated 
hydatid tumour from the left orbit of James I 
C a rude, a patient of the Eye Institution, 
about three years since, owing to the con¬ 
nexion of the levator palpebrm with the 
diseased mass, that muscle was so much in¬ 
jured, that after the patient bad perfectly 
recovered in every other respeet, what then 
appeared in incurable falling of the eye¬ 
lid remained. Anxious to remedy this evil 
(as the man possessed perfect vision upon 
raising the lid with the finger), when all 
tumefaction of the integuments had entirely 
disappeared, I removed an elliptical fold of 
skiu in the usual way. The wound healed 
well, but although s considerable portion 
had been included between the incisions, 
the effect upon the lid was hardly percepti¬ 
ble. The poor man, after waiting for some 
weeks, was very solicitous lo have another 
portion removed; and it was more in com¬ 
pliance with bis desire than from Bny ex¬ 
pectation of further benefit, that I at length 
consented to repeat the operation. Whilst 
deliberating ou the portion to be removed, 
it struck me that if it Was aufficiemly near 
the eyebrow, the action of the occipito¬ 
frontalis which affects this part of the skin 
mi^lit also be available for raising the eye¬ 
lid, and fortunately the result fully justified 
the conjecture. The operation was per¬ 
formed as is described above, the wound 
united by adhesion, and the patient could 
raise his eyelid to the same extent as that 
of the other side. 

“ It is also important to observe, that no 
deformity was produced, and that the eye 
could be as perfectly closed as before the 
occurrence of the disease. Nor is this sur¬ 
prising, when we consider that there still 
rurauius the same extent of conjunctiva lin¬ 
ing the lid as before, ond that cicatrices in 
the eyelids, thus? caused by thu operations 
t fur eutio;iyu for instance, we, after a abort 


time, barely viaible, owing to the peculiar 
character of the akin ia those situations.” 


NSVBALOIS rftSATZD BY UOXJt. 

Tim following cam of neuralgia treated 
bymoxw/by Mr. J. ; A. Cooper of Bradford, 
we extiOct from Art.Xt*— 

“ Csaa I,—John Bobinson, aged 32, by 
trade a wodl-camber, applied lO JUO in the 
spring, 1827, for neuralgia of the sacro- 
ischistic nerve, under which lie had laboured 
above lift months, he was quite emaciated 
from intensity of pain, loss of sleep and ap¬ 
petite. the remedies that were tried gave 
no relief till the mou was applied, which 
immediately relieved the pain, and be wss 
soon restored to his wonted health and 
vigour; hehashad no relapse. 

" Cm If.—-September 9th, 1827.—J. 
Hinehliffe, aged 50, has had severe paia 
along the whole coarse of the sacro-ischistic 
nerve some months, which has greatly im¬ 
paired his general health, no plan of treat¬ 
ment was of any avail till the moxa was ap¬ 
plied behind the trochanter, when the relief 
to the parts contiguous was immediate; it 
required trepetition however before it be¬ 
came permanent in tliis part. The pain 
continued ia the leg, notwithstanding the 
application of moxa twice to the hip ; this 
was also entirely removed by employing the 
same sgenl over the nerve. 

“ Case II f.—Elisabeth Thomas, aged 
45, has had severe pain in tlie sacro-isclii- 
atic since December, 18*8; in February, 
1880, 1 applied a ntoxa behind the tro- 
chauter, which gave immediate ease. The 
paiu still continued in the leg, for which a 
raoxa was applied below the knee, and waa 
followed with the same favourable result. 

“ Case IV.—May, 1827.—John Dobson, 
forty-five years of age, complains of pain 
along the parictrs of the chest, which he 
has felt for several years, and which has 
progressed in spite of all remedies. On 
examination of the spine, there was con¬ 
siderable tenderness of the superior dorsal 
vertebra, to this part a moxa was applied 
with complete success. 

** Coses iu confirmation of the efficacy of 
moxa in neuralgia might be multiplied /but 
those briefly detailed will suffice to recom¬ 
mend it, as deserving of *. more extensive 
trial. So unifoim has been fbesucaess of 
its application in my hands, that it ap¬ 
proaches almost as near to a specific; in that 
form of the disease under consideration, as 
hark is a specific in intermittent fever.’' 
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Ctwets CASE Of lAOWlrt(»f,-**YSIPSUS. 


■' .■jtei'Vv . . j W«lj lb.— wm i lfa ;I—«fft»*W •»> 

w»*ra« « *» • t m i m lil w i H iinim n Wi »* »«« . 

MUIKID *c«. ,it WMld nto, «*; rarittM w» »0U«»- 

Tbtfelbwing row i« bj w ^ w m ****1), « 

M». Qfffg* faraph, tatpM. of siupkjr «f iuunM wWro lb* tw» fang* of 

Wl.wB^fwd. PwlWjlkwMMWW* «M» M kM MwpUwljr MfanM, 

IwingMMtdrf 10 Hop«lu. ^ vlMNdMmttgaatt, m\f to 

“p»«l TriMMtioM, V#L IX, u?4 Mil tb* au, bu Vm wiW«HM>t. bHUM it 
VoL XXXI, 1739. ‘‘ It WtoBfallj e>«- rultdla (WttUr. 
pliiM," Mr. SuqiU ObMTTM. <* U» pOW« W« bgT«b*«» 1*4 1*10 UWW lUUlk. M 
of ■ymppu.y or mwtnil brifay i» n- Dm pnwtt «9«MiMb Sy MwnW* i» U* 
exciting t« Klin lng-4i»awrf Matter; v«« ihiWW MW m i 

MM«w*N,ot 

" ifct. *4, *•*»«! Itk» ®tpw»4, SiBp. Binu.gbn. TU( gMKtaua, wb« «ItM«i 
•Hfww, mk Mia, mi faMf-uu. taa arpiipalaa iata foutnten), pklapaoMsi, 
WtMaipMat aba WiMra,tW jaugaal bUw -u-.-.. -rf audwaw. altar 
af whom u abou twain Tama old. Ahoal ™7' "TTr" laa*™**"**. «« 
a jaw aga aha loot a iai^htar-ia law, who *“*»«*• £r * “ <*•“ “ ahaiaounaai 
nai of pimpnal InHmamlna about a fait* bjr aicetaire laaaa of alun, taiga aai aery 
faght afiat mahoamaat ai baa faKahiht abondaot Taaicatioaa, fas. (eaiiaatly uaiag 
t tbafaTfa iaifa ^ yffUtiaa, rod .at 

child waa aofrotfui and uncaar, to aroraa to *^*d^7 to tha ceUnfavg! aabaittaaeona 
taking ny kiai of f«3,^iJ’Jm,hSIr iabammuiaa) , whao aparftiag of the unt* 
that lin, B. aAai aaoanl atn^tn, sight,' ■*«. waatamaaia “ oca or twa fraa inci- 
waa induced, hj way *f Mothwg, to pcraiit wona to ha madainto the aioat pmmioaat 

rook *,*•"***? lw «<* ““hiooi* 

coatiniMtoginh,Va“abm SS- * iW * a to «Uwt«gto tbs 

coat aadatin from tiiaa to time. In Uw < * M,of Mr. Hutebiaaa rod Mt. Lawrooca, 
oyoraa of from thirty to tbirtyWx bounj which, aa wa haw alraady obaorrod, wore 

IBS Mt Mrv imroall Ur W.t. W-__j:.a:_a /_Ai_ 


■he felt r«ry unwell, her brevet* beeeme 
extremely pxinfol, considerably increased »n 
use, aed eoea after, to her utter astonish- 
meat, the lacteal fiuid was secreted, sod 
poured forth in the same sbuedasee as on 
former oeoasioos after confinement of her 
own children. The child, bow a year old, is 
a fine healthy, thriving girl, and only a few 
**ay* ago l saw her eagerly engaged in ob- 
tatnhM; an apparently abundant supply of 
healthy nourishment from the same fouu- 
tain, vbich, nearly twenty years since, 
poured forth its resources for the support of 
bar father. Mrs. B. is a atout healthy 
woman, and has continued tp menstruate 
regularly, both since weaning her last child, 
nearly Mayen years ago, and during the 
tfom aha Imb anciled this Utile grsndchiW.” 

raiEcuoKous erysipilab. 

It is greatly to he lamented that the teem 
“ pldtgmpnwta eryalpelaa ” should erer ha?e 
been applied tb that diffuse infiammation of j 
the cellular tissue, the treatment of which 
lately attracted so much attention and gave 
xiso to so much controversy. TMs form of 
inflammation is my different from the 
phlegmonous erysipelas pf Cullen, which is 


quite distinct from his phlegmonous eryti* 
psla*. In the latter disease we hare nem 
•eon infusions practised, and we should cer¬ 
tainly not he disposed to employ them, 
this disease depends, in moat instances, 
rather on constitutional than on local causes, 
and may be most efficaciously relieved by 
general remedies, gp^at even if the tract- 
ment in question wea* not in other respect* 
injurious, it is, in ifos respect at least, ob- 
jectionable, tbit it causes much unnecessary 
pain to the patient, and tends to protract the 
duration of the cure. In other respect*, Mr, 
Middle more’a description of symptoms is 
correct, and the treatment which he recoin* 
mends judicious j but bis treatise contains 
little or no-new information, and is we fear 
likely to do more barm than gopd, by contri¬ 
buting to propagate an error already too 
widely emended. 

On the remaining papers in the abors 
Journal, we ihiU not at present offer any 
observations. 



POISONING-LABOUR «M At DERBY. 


Kmonmfl if Auuutio and uvsivtiii 
Mr - Jwsixgi, of LmmfcgtM, bu do- 
•cribwl o cttt of tht.1tted it tho AM*. 
e«i wn* PAyricoi kfownwf for (tarter, to 
WWrt the two aubiUmcN tppw in aone 
■*•«*» to litre eotwtencted th* of 
o«cU other. Wo on fo poeaeirttt of tin 
deteUa of a pr«ci«ly rtnaar com which 
oocnmd in Dublin unt month* trace, utd 
it which th» Mme modifying action wm 
porticttlorly obtcrvcd. Mr. Jfnotog* now I 
*« patient* n yoanf -wwoon, font bonrt, 
•fter oho hod token want throe omon of] 
laudanum end two drachm* of aroenio. 

" At this tune ibebvd no jpoin in the 
stomach, boweU,Wad\hod no hoot or 
huroiog in the thvoatifcomplfiued of no 
uncosineH when thft abdomen was pressed 
upon, and wssi. perfeoth $ollaopsa. She 
complained, however, of feeling tired and 
sleepy, which the Mid was occasioned by 
her having taken an emetic two boon be- 
fore I mw her, Which had acted violently 
and tired bar very much. The only 
tom* which *b« had, that were at, afi 
tire of her having taken poiaon, were, that 
her eyes were bloodshot and heavy, and the 
pupils contracted; abe waa rather diapoeed 
to sleep, the pulse waa about 100 , and the 
vomiting continued, perhaps, a tittle longer 
than might be expected from the effect of] 
the emetic. The symptoms had not been 
more marked than at that time. In fact, so 
completely were ail symptoms of poiaoniog 
by arsenic absent, that a physician and sur¬ 
geon, who taw her in shout an hour after 
she had taken the poijtou, could not per. 
made themselves that abe bad taken potion 
at all, though the girl had stated such to be 
the fact.*- 

The stomach w*a foealy evacuated hy a 
second emetic. 

“ Bleeding from the jugular vein, leeches, ] 
blisters, and cold affusion, were employed. 
The patient waa kept constantly walking 
shout. Mo alteration in the symptoms took 
place before hnif-paju seven o’clock, ex. 
cepting that she complained of being more 
dsowsy, and with greater difficulty was kapt 
awake, frequently dropping asleep, eveu 
while walked about. About half-peat seven 
o’clock, the ooce or twice complained of] 
*aqae pain in the bowels, but iherf waa no 
tenderneas on pressure, and no ppf^ iu tlie 
stomach. The bowels acted once, very com¬ 
fortably, about this time. At eight o’clock 
abe sunk into a state of coma, with dilated 
pupil* and laborious breathing: before nine 
she died.” 

On {lamination of the body, the stomach 
was found in a healthy state, with the ex- 


ini- 

of email red patches nm. fe* 
Rffema) flu tmooua toambmoa of the duo. 

| deoma no tbsanghoot of a ligkt-pink go. 
fear, that of lbs jrjooirmwaa highly iejsct- 
sd. nod promted- numeroos patches of an 
fafenaely tad oaipor. “ 1. the ifeam, the 
appearances pf iotaHWtfloa 'hfero Iom 
nrnrhad the. Hi Am jejanoni, hot it pre¬ 
sented semml patches Mainly interned 
No ulceration of flio nnoll in teitmea could 
be detected. Tbs eoeewa tod colon worn 
heMfej. That, wot Mtaojr sfeetajnfea 

recta*, oar any albar diaaaaa ef that part.” 
The gneiss part of the arsenic hod hooo 
’ Tptniting, tod the fold found Ml 

Ate ti p a t Aj il . othife tod ydy a alight trace of 
*»1 » IMK guwtity, howarar, era* 
fbaod io thaaaiaU feloatiaaa, to.htai.it ia 
its MtaUic Mat*. It n eesnarkubU, that 
| rut withstanding the ferg* quantity of opium 
takes, ao aoaH of it waa paraapdHa in tbs 
laida dinchaigad after the aeccnd anaatie, nor 
is thooaataataof the .match niter death. 


unmn o* atawirm Sana. 

At a general meeting of fee members 
of Il< Jkrfedin Uthemi moi Sur gi ca l 
Suing bold on. flio 10th toot., present Dr. 
Forester, in Ibeobaic, Dr- Bent,Dr. Fox, 
Mr. Eaten, Mr. Wright, Mr, Beooett, Mr, 
Webstar, Mr. D. Fox, Mr. Hoggins, Mr. 
H. Hadon, Mr* Borough, Mr. Johnson, nnd 
Mr. Giabome, > sarins of resolutions to the 
following effect ware passed :— 

That the Society hat dacidsd, that to 
attend midwifery cases far a teas stun than 
tan ahi Hinge and mpente, i. a gross viola¬ 
tion of its rules, and that each s pnotiee in 
derogatory to the profession.—That the 
members of the Society pledge themaeireg 
to hold no medical oommuaicatioa with any 
peraon violating Urn aamo. except jo their 
official situations as officers of tiro dispen¬ 
sary.—And that e.ery member nlao pledges 
himself not to meet, professionally, uny mo* 
dice! man, whether physician or general 
practitioner, who is known to bare hold 
professional intercourse wife guy ana who 
ana riolntad the shore rale. 


cHAitois rer xariical aTtixdanci. 

n fee ESttr a/Tax Lancrr. 

Stn,—Ass oonatnot render of your ralun- 
hie Journal, and no. ardent admirer of yogr 
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Fees at Newcastle. 


onceaifef Sfirtt to proem t refer® in 
medtoal politiot, 1 would toko the liberty of ! 
ookfoti wkojtro tb» powtn with which the 
Apothocarieo' Company oie sow ttntod, at 
their emoodetory Act of 1815 ha>, I Wiero, 
anw expired ’* Aaitiiasfreniilyedinittod, 
feet theconstitution of orory medic id cor* 
paeuieP in the Briti* dominion* i»’" «or- 
ropt uni rotten u Dcnmatk,” it oppoen to 
»« diet the prelect period it e St opportu¬ 
nity to petition the LejiiUture to tdopt 
•uch montoret to will effectually luppreu 
qunckery tod protect the re (jointly-educated 
uirpeon is iht legitimate eaerctae of hit 
probation, f«w the inroods of emptnoiM 
ud tho tolau of corporott awotieo; tad if 
you worn to use jour poa owJ ioSuMce in 
originating petition! to tkelogidaturo on 
thit Mbjost, I litre to doubt tint torgeoot 
in oeery qnarter of tho British doMutiom 
woolii follow your exmtpie. 

While the pod: ia ia my hand l ctaoot 
forego the opportunity of congratulating 
your retdert.upon the apiritof refoon and 
iodepeodettoO which in diaaemiimtod among 

tho profession, nod I tat happy to ohtone,. „ . . . . , , 

that tho practitioner, of Newell. ham , Yon will, porlitpa, he gtierod to learn, 
taken up the .object of foot. I horn always *“ .P ra f t, . ho " er ; ,n *'• *™ *“ 

thoughtthat thewant of a deiuite tctlt of 1,1 **••“ <f«loct,M by tuetkrng, 

a " . .. . j i F i _ i oliarownw *vitrv natlmsl. tuso adiI iioor alikf*. 


Fo«r vlslta to 1 Hnt>dat patient, not ex¬ 
ceeding «n adti from tho residence of 
the practitioner,--one sovereign, equiv»« 
lent to ox. per visit. . 

Eightviaiu to a second cfas patient, dis¬ 
tance not exceeding one mile,—<me sove¬ 
reign, equivalent to ti. 6d. per visit. 

For sixteen visits to a third-class patient, 
distance not; exceeding one mile* one 
sovereign, equivalent toll* 3d. per visit; 

Lets than this last Sum, I think no prac¬ 
titioner ought to charge, as there ire in- 
firmariei and dispensaries ia every town 
for affording relief to the needy atm indi¬ 
gent. '** '■ \ 

Midwifery caies might also be charged, 
according to the above scale, including at¬ 
tendance for onemonth after, apoouchment, 
four aovereigna, two aevdrmgaa, and one 
sovereign; hut when thedistanceis great. 
Or extraordinary labour and attendance are 
required, one half of thole fees to be sur¬ 
charged. Other charge#'fo* professional 
services might alao be fcsBted ou the same 
ratio. '• ‘ 


charges is the grand cause of th* jealousy 
and liostility which exist anKfent practi¬ 
tioners ; and when you eoelrast thetaedicai 
With the legal profession no one, X think, 
will deny the position. Barrister* and soli* 
citore, however unequal their rank ia their 
profession, and however opposed to each 
other in a court of Uw, charge the same 
lot their professional servioesy and when out 


charging every patient, rich and poor alike, 
one shilling per visit only, jirad by receiving 
those fees in weekly intledmenU of three 
pence and sixpence, to undersell aod under¬ 
mine the respectable practitioner, and 
thereby render the profession quite con¬ 
temptible, by selling Oieir labour at a Iras 
price than the most wretched and miserable 
cod\ but, as a counterpart to Ibis, it is 


«C fee p»W of feat stnclrwy and nan. of ll *“ t * NIr ' Mr : 

iWkby. •«« auited in <bo s lrOD t ..ttie»of Wil “"' «*• Tumt, Mr. Wh.Uoo, and 
friendship, Amongst medic.1 proctitiou.r.1"-* ?“«“?> !*•““•*«?» profewrou aa a 
1 am sorry to say an opposite feeling pre¬ 
vail*, for here we too frequently tiud envy, 
jealousy, and a desire to depreciate and un¬ 
dervalue die labours of our professional bre¬ 
thren, prominent traits in the character ofj 
many medical men. 

In accordance wiih these sentiments the 
following scale of charges is submitted to 
the profession, and if generally adopted and | 
strictfy adhered to, it would tend to unite all 

the members of the profession in the closest P.S. Under first-class patients, I would 
friendship, and to disperse that feeling of include those who have 4001. or 600/. per 
petty rivalry find jealousy which now so] annum and “hpirards 4 iu the'second cluss, 


liberal and scientific art, and in such _ 
manner, that their patients can appreciate 
and duly estimate the hteasrags ana value of 
the healing art. 

I am. Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer. 

Omega. 

Manchester, Dec. 15, 1850. 


unhappily prevails 
For a consultation with another practitioner, 
or one visit to a first class patient, resid¬ 
ing two or three miles from the residence 
of the practitioner,—half a sovereign. 


* This Act is still in force, It was the DhHst»- 
Wrjf Actpft*K«il on tbe (iiii uf July, l&o, which his 
expbwl. Kn«u*b of the Act of 1816 will b<r found ia 
our pmeatW umber.—E d, L, 


those wlip( W200/. or 3001. per annum; 
and in the third class, those who hate 100 /. 
or 150/. per annum* 1 would designate those 
os fourth-class patients who receive medi¬ 
cines and attendance from charitable insti¬ 
tutions. 
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THE LANCET. 

L**fo* t SsUwrfy, 



It men who have not enjoy*!'(be ad van* 
tsgea of a scholastic education,—if men 
who have been boro and bred in ignorance, 
who lure been preached into a state of 
passive obedience, at last torn round upon 
their oppressors, arise to avenge their 
wrongs and to recover their rights, bow 
natural is it that men of character and educa¬ 
tion, of discernment and experience, should 
be impatient under inaulta, and resolve to 
humiliate their persecutors, and restrain, 
either by the power of public opinion, or 
by the enactments of a constitutional law, 
the avaricious cravings of hungry monopo¬ 
lists ! The analyses which we have lately 
laid before the profession of the various 
medical statutes, have produced their effect; 
the members of the profession are la a mate 
of revolution, they are at length resolved 
that tlie college*, if they cannot benefit those 
whom they wen intended to serve, shall no 
longer neglect, degrade, and persecute them. 
The hare word innovation carries with it 
ao many terrors to weak minds,'and to per¬ 
sons in the decline of years, who, from the 
sinking energies of nature, feel disposed to 
sic down quietly under any weight ofobli- 
gation, however severe, that those who 
undertake the great^ work of reform mutt 
sound again and again the trumpet of alarm, 
before the banners of justice and of inde¬ 
pendence can boast pf being unfurled over 
the heads of many energetic and courageous 
supporters, A few years ago the medical 
colleges were so powerful, the oligarchs 
who flourished and fed in them appeared to 
be ao safely, so firmly, seated on their downy 
couches of corruption,—were so influential 
in name, ao powerful in connexion, so awful 
in anger, and ao bounteous in patronage, that 
complaint* against these bodies were only 
heard in whispers; none dared openly to raise 
their voices against tha tyranny that was 
exercised by them, lest tha speaker* might 
furnish new victims for the instruments of 
oppression. How changed are the timesi 
At lsaft, how changed are the opinions and 
conduct of the persecuted! A slavish adu- 
No. 303. 


ilftio* aadstthmiasioii-treijo bmgaryielded 
to telf-perjmteetiag eooneil*/ to tyrannical 
courts of ttnteaerc;' A «tr<m§*pirit'of hos¬ 
tility has risen up of 

mission to arbitrary power; and If the colleges 
be not destroyed, the incorporated will be 
indebted Sot their **&ty to these wqf in¬ 
dividuals whoa, a sbort time since, they 
affected to despite. A ; v 

Io the scheme which w* should propose 
for regenerating theprofesaion, there would 
As non* of toe machinery employed in the 
present medical corporations; the whole 
ereuld'bfA dew coostrnction, aid fcnnded. 
Si % ns pUldtehie ia concerned at least, upon 
a bow basts. Anxious as are the members 
of the pso f es fiai to enter at pace upon tha 
active dntfe* of* new institution, we must 
beg of than to restrain their impatience for 
* while, in order tost they may ftxlly com¬ 
prehend ton absurdities and monopolies 
with urhfeb medical statutes every-where 
abound, and no-where mote abundantly than 
in the Apothecaries' Act of 1815. 

In last Laucxt our antlyab ended 
with tbecoo elusion of the fifth clause. We 
now Srt&l at thg eutth, which relates to 
the appointment of deputy masters and de¬ 
puty wardens, who may be chosen from the 
court of assistants by the master and warden 
for the time being, and all lawful acta and 
matters done by these deputies, are de¬ 
clared to be as good, valid, and effectual, as 
if done by the master and wardens respec¬ 
tively. The power thus confetred is not 
without its advantages, as it affords the best 
security against inefficient courts, from pau¬ 
city of numbers. Non-attendance of the 
court on the prescribed days might have 
proved extremely prejudicial to the interests 
of the applicants for licenses. 

The seventh, clause Confirms the, power 
which hod been granted to the master and 
wardens by the charter of Jambs L 

In the eighth, we find that no set of the 
master and wardens of the Society shall be 
deemed to be good or valid, unless the same 
shall hive been executed at some 1 assembly 
or meeting balden by the master, war¬ 
dens, and Society, in tbe b^f^ the said 
Society; and that all power and authority 
granted by the Aet shall be executed by the 
master, wardens, and assistants, or by the 
major part who shall attend at any such as- 
sembly or meeting to be holden w aforesaid 
HH 
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ANALYSIS AND EXPOSURE Of THE 


(that Is to *•£, m «b the Mi”). The num- 
her preaeaft «t tt»h meeting is not to he leu 
than thirteen, of which number the master 
it to be tote. 

’■'ifit tile ninth clause, the regulations re* 
seating the examine* arb to be found. 
Twelve persona, properly qualified, to be¬ 
fore mentioned, ate directed to be appointed 
by the master, wardens, and assistants, for 
the time being, (hiving also the power to 
remove then! from time to time, as they may 
deem advisable,) and such appointed per- 1 
sons, or si^ seven of them, shall be eaUed 
the Court bf Examiners erf the Society of 
Apotheearied, or the major partefthem pre¬ 
sent at any meeting, having fbfl power to 
examine all apotheeanea and assistants 
to apothecaries throughout E*olahd and 
Wales, and to grant or refuse such eertifi, 
cates as thereinafter » mentioned. The 
court is required to meet onoe, at least, in 
every week, for the purpose of such exami¬ 
nations. 

The provisions of this and of the fourth 
clause appear to have occasioned some in¬ 
convenience to the company, and to have 
led even to legal dispatesg A Abort article 
on the subject appeared a few weeks back in 
The Times. It will call for a few remarks 
on another occasion. 

The tenth, eleventh, and twelf th clauses 
relate merely to the oatij taken by the exa¬ 
miners on their entering office. 

It is timber stipulated, that the exami¬ 
ners shall not continue in office for a longer 
period than one year, but on going out, they 
are deemed eligible candidates for re-elec • 
thro. 

.' v ' By the thirteenth danse, in esse of death, 
the surviving members of the coart are em¬ 
powered by a new election to supply the 
vacancy.' 

’Vhe fourteenth clause prohibits any one 
from practising as an apothecary in Eno- 
lako or Wal£s, without a certificate of qua¬ 
lification ftom the court of examiners. 

And in the fifteenth , it is provided that 
no candidate shall be admitted to examina¬ 
tion unless he shall have attained the full 
age rf twenty-one years, and has served an 
tpnemteeship of not less than five yean to 
Akapotfceeary* *&<* he mutt produce testi¬ 
monials to the satisfaction of tbe court of a 
sufficient medical education, aad good moral 
conduct. 


All the prosecutions which hate taken 
place under this Aot, have been (bonded on 
the last two dawea. 

The sixteenth directs that those persons 
who intend to apply to be examined, should 
give notice to the dark, of the court of exa¬ 
minees indicating that intention* 

The seventeenth declares that it is unlsw- 
ful for any person to act as an assistant to 
an apothecary in compounding or dispensing 
medicines, without having undergone an 
examination bythe oourt of examiners. 
Persons who acted as assistants to apothe¬ 
caries be fora the first of August, 181£, are 
exempt from the penalties of this clause. 

How many amstiintt, we should like to 
know, have been examined by this zealous 
and worshipful court of examiners 1 Verily 
they have proved themselves trusty servants! 

The eighteenth enacts, that it shall end 
may be lawful for the said master and war¬ 
dens to appoint five apotbkjaiuks in any 
county of EndLAvn and Walks, except 
within thirty miles of London j and the five 
apothecaries bo appointed, shall hare full 
power and authority, and are hereby autho¬ 
rised to examine all assistants to apotheca¬ 
ries throughout such county, and to grant or 
refuse certificates; and these county courts 
were to be held monthly in tbe county 
towns ; no measures being valid unless exe¬ 
cuted at such meeting. That tbe powers in 
this act vested in tbe five moy be executed 
by the majority, if the meeting be held ac¬ 
cording to law. 

Here we get at a&otfeer worthy trait in 
the character pf the Worshipful Company. 
Where are the c&urtj courts appointed by 
the Society Ma whet county are there 
five apothecaries qualified under this Act 
to examine assistants, and to grant li¬ 
censes! In truth, the Society, so far as 
we are informed, has never appointed a 
tingle county courtand, we believe, for 
this disgraceful reason, that the company in 
Loudon woold gain nothing by the fees paid 
for snob liwnsea; as those fees must of 
necessity go into tbe pockets of the provin¬ 
cial examiners. Ob! it is indeed a trading 
company 1 

The nineteenth clause informs os, diet for 
every license granted to a person intend¬ 
ing to practise in, or within ten miles of, 
London, the sum of ten guineas shall be 
paid to the muter, warden, and Society, 
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bat at pnotiritig in t«ry other put of 
England or Wale*, the ram of eix gainon 
ii required ; the possessor of t certificate at 
the latter price, however, is not entitled to 
practise a, or within ten mile* of, London, 
until he shall Kara paid to the awd master, 
wardens, and Society, the farther *um of 
fear guinea*. Each ouiatantis to pay for 
bis certificate the sum of two guineas. 

In tlu twentieth eU\m it is enacted, that 
“ Any person acting or practising fts an 
apothecary in nny put of England or Wales, 
without having first obtained such certificate 1 
m aforesaid, shall for every offence pay the 
sum of twenty pounds; and if any person 
(excepting persons who have actually served 
the above apprenticeship as aforesaid) shall 
act as an assistant to compound or dispense 
medicines, without having obtained a certi¬ 
ficate, he shall, for every such offence, pay 
the sum of five pounds.*' 

In the twenty-first clause, it is enacted 
that no apothecary shall be allowed to re¬ 
cover any charges claimed by him in any 
court of law, nuless such apothecary shall 
prove on the trial, that lie was in practice 
as an apothecary prior to the 1st of August, 
1816, or that be haa obtained a certifi¬ 
cate as above to practise as an apothecary. 
Thus an apothecary is prohibited from re¬ 
covering compensation for any charges 
made by him, whether professional or 
otherwise, for that is the letter of the law, 
unless he have obtained a certificate from 
the Worshipful Company. 

The twenty-second clause relates to re¬ 
jected candidates, whetlier asatatanteor li¬ 
centiates. The suitor for the license, on 
his being rejected. Is not deemed qualified 
for a second examination until six months 
have elapsed. The assistant is admissible 
to re-examination at the expiration of three 
months, when,it is said, the “ five apothe¬ 
caries in an y county or counties as aforesaid 
shall be qualified to grant such person bis 
certificate." 

in the twenty-third clause, it is provided 
that the master and wardens shall make 
annually, and cause to be printed, on exact 
list of all persons who shall in that year 
have obtained a certificate to practise as an 
apothecary, with their respective residence* 
attached to their respective names. The 
Society complied with this stipulation agree- 
nblytothnapirit, ttw.il ret* die latter, of 


«r 

the tut, durtngsome fatui ai* yam, tat 
Stdiog tint the petbreinn tnd Ik. public 
begat to .nib ntber tatty of tta«amnMW 
ran. of money with wbieh tb» elusions 
won mbled to (Brisk dtbtr .offers re * 
reward for thsir vary Slender duties, they 
esdnrotmd to terras thsmatysa front welt 
rrnirkt, by arising tip tta inn of the 
sow with tlnra of tbo old liwottaet, sol 
tbits, instead of publishing amteiUy . Use 
merely of there who bad paired during tit. 
year, they cunningly published n general 
tin. Now,, from tbo ounber of .detUit 
that tate plat., it j. prat to impouiHe ta 
uoerl^i taw nraeb tbo oosapsuy nt.y btro 
profited by tlnir etatUona, continued for u 
hour or two os the Tburxdsy of crab week. 
At the worabipfulgandemau on to scrupu¬ 
lous in furnishing toy tcoonou of their 
dealings, we apprnbood it will be noctutry 
to tppiy to parfiamaut for oarttin," re¬ 
turns,* lit really ought to be gtatndly 
known, whether such indutriout, xetioua 
labourer, bin bran duly rewarded fat 
their terricea. 

Thu twenty-/earth clause declare., with 
regird to the ap^oprittioa of the mousy 
reeoi.sd front (In ,gmoting of fits oertifi- 
cuter, *■ that it shall belong to, sod be pro- 
printed end disposed of by, tlie muter, 
wardens, and Society of Apothecuies se 
aforesaid, in such manner us they shall, 
front time to tints, direct end deem most ex¬ 
pedient.” They here, of conn., drought it 
rout expedient tu direct it into thoir own 
pockets. 

The twenty-fifth clause enacts, that the 
money erisiug from conriutioits, and the n- 
cor ery of peeslties for ufienooe against the 
Aot, shell, one half of it, be glees to th. 

iuibimer,” nod one half ns shore. 

On rite subject of penalties and forfeitures! 
the twenty-sulk clause declare, that if they 
exceed the Bum of fee female, they stall 
bo recovered by station at Itw ; but if tbt 
penalty or Jortatpra shall smouot to loot 
than fee found*, then dm tun. shall be 
recovered by distress rad it)* ef the goedt 
of the offender, by swunntfrem t justice of 
tbt peace; and should there ta an inrafi- 
citscy of goodt, the suoe justice mey com¬ 
mit tire ofiendtr to the county jail for ttge 
calendar month. Such in thaltw which we 
oanuiwaUy obtain item he collective wis- 
donof dunum. Such its thapriwiplre 
HHi 
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of equity upon which much of oar statute- 
It# is founded. If a matter he fined twenty 
pound*, the mono/ can only be recovered 
by action at law; that is, if he think proper 
to resist the demand, or if it be not conve¬ 
nient far him to discharge the amount. But 
the poor assistant i« pounced upon at once; 
he cannot submit hi* rase to a jury. Upon 
the evidence of an informer being satisfac¬ 
tory to a magistrate, die fine roust be in¬ 
stantly paid, or the offender submit to be in¬ 
carcerated in a dungeon. 

The twmty^eventk is a clause to protect 
the agents Of the company from the conse¬ 
quences'of any irregular proceedings, in 
levying distresses, in executing of warrants, 
Ac. Ac. 

As we are 10 constantly consulted upon 
the provisions of the tiro following clauses, 
we shtU extract them verbatim. 

They are the twmty-eightk and twenty* 
ninth, and run time:— i 

“Provided always, and be it farther 
enacted, that nothing iu this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
prejudice, or in ady way to affect, the trade 
or business of a chemist ajgd druggist, in the 
baying, preparing, compinnding, dispens¬ 
ing, and vending drugs, medicines, and me- 
dicinable compounds, wholesale and retsil j 
but all persons using or exercising the said 
trade or business, or who shall or may here¬ 
after use or exercise the same, shall and mar 
use, exercise, and carry on the same trade 
or business in such manner, snd as fully and 
amply to all intents and purposes, as the 
same trade or business was used, exercised, 
or carried on by chemists and druggists be¬ 
fore the passing of this Act. 

“Provided always, snd be it further 
enacted, that nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
lessen, prejudice, or defeat, or in anywise 
to interfere With any of die rights, authori¬ 
ties, privileges, and immunities heretofore 
vested in, and exercised and enjoyed by 
either of the two Universities of Oxford or 
Cambridge, the Royal College of Physicians, 
the Royal College of Surgeons, or tbe said 
Society of Apothecaries respectively, other 
than and except such as shall or may have 
been altered, varied, or amended, in and by 
this Act, or of soy person or persons prac¬ 
tising as an apothecary previously to the 
first day of August, one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and fifteen ; but the said Universities, 
Royal Colleges, and the aaid Society, and 
all inch persona or person, ihsll have, use, 
exercise, and enjoy all each rights, authori¬ 
ties, privileges, and immunities, save snd 
except as aforesaid, in as full, ample, and 


beneficial a manner, to all intents and pur¬ 
poses, as they might have done before the 
passing of this Act, and in cue the same 
had never been passed." 

There are only tiro other clauses to no¬ 
tice ; one of these provides that no action 
or salt shall be brought or prosecuted 
against tbe Company or any of its agents 
if the alleged offence have been committed 
more than six mouths, and every aotion or 
suit is to be instituted in the county where 
die matter in dispute may arise, and not 
elsewhere, snd if the action shall hsve been 
brought ^without having given twenty-one 
days' notice to the company or to tbe com¬ 
pany's agent, or in any'other county thin 
that in which the offence wu committed, 
then, and in every such cue, the jury 
ihsll find for the defendant and defendants, 
end the Worshipful Company is in that esse 
to be entitled to doable coats. 

The concluding clause declares, that the 
Act is a public one, and shall be judicially 
received u such by all judges snd justices, 
without being specially pleaded. 

On thus investigating the clauses of this 
extraordinary Act of Parliament, one is 
shocked to think that such a disgraceful do¬ 
cument could ever have experienced the 
sanction of the legislature. The spirit of the 
Act is mercenary; its powers are uncon¬ 
stitutional ; aud its conditions are ignorant, 
contradictory, aud arbitrary. It is as unfitted, 
for the government of the members of the 
medical profession, as the Examiners of the 
Company are une^qal give dignity and 
importance to the profession. The Act, in 
truth, has failed in everJ-thing except in 
proving vexatious to Auden(• snd profitable 
to the Company. As to protection to the 
profession, it affords none. It is so igno¬ 
rantly drawn up, it is so loose in grammati¬ 
cs! construction, that every clause contains 
a hole through which a cosch-sud-six might 
be driven. The Company dare not prose¬ 
cute pure surgeons, dare not prosecute pure 
physicians, dare not prosecute the dub- 
apotheesrief, dare not prosecute tbe apothe¬ 
cary-chemist, dare not prosecute druggists, 
dare not prosecute the most notorious, the 
most infamous, the roost villanous, of 
quacks! Its prosecution of unqualified 
practitioners has scarcely advanced one step 
beyond the stable; for a few farriers, who 
had unwittingly prescribed for “ human*/' 
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are (be only perions who ^pye encountered 
the C<w»pany'aboptility. ;., . v ■■■*. 

After what we have stated, is it not the 
grossest insult that can be offered to com* 
mon sense, to say that tjie Apothecaries’ 
Act is a proper measure of protection for the 
medical profession 1 Founded upon a trad¬ 
ing principle, and its powers carried into 
execution by a trading Company, it is as ill 
calculated tor the wants and the respecta¬ 
bility of the profession, and to give a proper 
security to the public against the lawless 
pretensions of unqualified practitioners, as 
would be the most miserable instrument that 
human imbecility could fabricate. We shall 
make it our business to ascertain the amount 
of money which has been pocketed by the 
Company for carrying into partial effect 
the absurd previsions of this Act. We say 
partial effect, because the Worshipful So¬ 
ciety has not Obstructed the unqualified 
practitioners, because it has not instituted 
examinations for apothecaries’ assistants, 
because it has not instituted county coarts 
for the examination of apothecaries’ assist¬ 
ants, and because it has deviated from what¬ 
ever is indicated of a liberal spirit m the 
Act, by fettering medical students with cer¬ 
tificate “ regulations,” which are at once 
irrational and extortionate. Aye, extor¬ 
tionate! Yet for this very deed, this levy 
upon the purse, the Company was the other 
day lauded by a moat influential morning 
paper. The editor, probably, was not aware 
that the money paid for certificates is often 
pocketed by the ne*r relatives and intimate 
friends of the court of examiners. This 
liberal journal unblushiogly gave its sanc¬ 
tion to a direct money-tax upon the impor¬ 
tation of knowledge. The editor, however, 
ia a mere political weathercock; propel him 
from the north, he points to the south; press 
him slightly from the east, and away goes 
liis nose to the west; in a word, within 
one month he is to be found at all points of 
the compass; so that it is not unlikely, that 
in a few weeks he mil be denouncing the 
Company as a set of mercenary knaves. 

The Company will contend, aa an excuse 
for some portion of their negligence, that 
the powers of the Act sre not adequate to 
the accomplishment of those objects which 
werg dbutemplated when it received the 
support of Parliament. We claim this ad¬ 
mission as another powerful point that must 
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be urged for the repeal of the Act The 
measure is altogether inoperative, and. ever 
must remain so if it continue in its present 
shape. If, then* PnrUament will n^t inter¬ 
fere to relievetba profession from each an 
odious enactment, tjbe members themselves 
m ust see whether, with mtoSfgvnc* and jus¬ 
tice on their side, they are not, sufficiently 
strong to oppoae a successful resistance to 
the almost powerless instruments of a defec¬ 
tive law. A reformed Parliament Would 
not permit sack an enactmeut to disgrace 
the pages of tlm statute-book a single mon th } 
but a reformed Parliament would include 
some members of the medical profession, 
who would apply all their talents and ener¬ 
gies to the hideous abuses which abound in 
our medlcaleorporationa. It it not disgust¬ 
ing, siokening, torturing, to reflect that che¬ 
mists and druggists sre Allowed by this Act 
to enjoy privileges which sre tightly with¬ 
held from the members of the College of 
Snrgeosa, from die medical graduates of all 
the oniyersitieal Can any-thing be more 
preposterous, more unjust, more insulting 1 
The day, however, is net far distant, when 
the members of Ike profession will be re¬ 
lieved from so odious a tyranny. The 
power is in their own hands, end we look 
forward to the result of their generous and 
independent exertions with that pleasure 
aed confidence which it may be trendily 
supposed we feel in the successful progreas 
of the great cause of medical reform. 


A Society , which has long existed in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, known by the name of 
The Medico-Chirurgical, continues to hold 
its meetings once or twice a month; and it 
has contrived, through purchases and con¬ 
tributions, to collect n very large end va¬ 
luable library, to which the members occa¬ 
sionally resort. On the stated evenings of 
meeting a paper ia read by some.bus of the 
members, and afterwards the {ants and 
opinions advanced by the anther at* dis¬ 
cussed hy those members who may happen 
| to be present. Some of those papers are 
collected occasionally, sod published, and 
are entitled “The Transaetioni of tho 
Medico-Cbimgioal Society of Loudon.” 
Mark l only same of the paper* read are 
printed and published, and no account what- 
I ever of the facto and opinions elicited during 
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the Mil] in a word, foi Society 
does hot JfoMiah «sy report* of its proceed¬ 
ing^ Believing tfelt this instftation wua 
founded upon liberal principles, founded 
upon a 4eri»e to dtaMaaioMs smouget the 
aembersVfoe profession is t!ri* and in nil 
other countries, any valuable troth* which 
night fee dlacotaed from tins to time fey 
the untteroni experienced physicians end 
surgeonS of whom it is pertly composed, we 
here, on sivertl occasions, reyefted. t 
gentleman to attend for feisJodrow, la older 
that we night convey to fod members tif 
the profeeion generally aach tteMn «s the 
speakers might doom WOttb^ • (fee fettentiOQ 
of the Society. Theteui, wd^ndwsuud.’a 
by-jaw. to flie effect, foaHt *b»tt iwtW 
permitted for Bny gentlemstt to report foe 
discussions; but ofi several occasions it ‘has 
been stated to u**hy inltVideBl nnmhejfl, 
that the by-Uw beedmi. obsolete and 
that the majority deeply repotted that inch 
t narrow-minded regulation had dyke been 
framed or acted upon. Relying upon the»e 
statements, we ha*e often published accounts 
of the proceeding j not, however, because 
we thought there was aoy-thingof intrinidc 
Talus in the reporta, WheedhM they formed 
« specie* of new* which, a* medieal jour- 
aaligta, we considered ought to belaid be¬ 
fore the profession. The Society commenced 
its sitting! for the present session on Tues¬ 
day evening, l)ec. 14, when a paper on 
Epilepsy was read bj Dr. Symes. A gen- 
tleman attended on the part of tliia Journal; 
but the moment that he commenced taking 
notes of the discussion, objections were 
offered by a member of the Society, art imii- 
•vidutl of the name of Hutchison. 

Now this Mr. Hutchison must believe 
that bit opinions on medical subjects either 
are* er are not, worth hearing. If the 
former, hie tibefality in their diffusion ex¬ 
tend* only to this wall* of the building in 
which they may fee uttered; if tht/ottw, he 
know* that theft publication would expose 
feist to the contempt and ridicule of the pro- 
Mon, From on* of the horn of this di» 
heambe cannot extricate himself. Mr. Hut- 
driaen, we appsehend, in making hia election 
fof Concealment, exerciaeaa sound discretion. 
He ehttwdly guesaee, that in the fidelity of 
the reports be would beh^d hia own cari¬ 
cature. Hie disregard for the interests of 


•eieooe end the walfa* of poriwtly, orf- 
guMtea fa what many people would allege 
to be no more than an excusable love of 
telfc Publicity is foe touchstone of merit 
and truth. On its haring been remarked to 
our friend Joe Burn*, that llatchieoa had 
objected to the publication of hia speeches, 
“ Well,” said Joe, “ Hutchison’s objection 
does not arise from toy selfish feeling, for 
he hhnaelf has no speech to makeand 
Mr. Burns expressed hia belief tbat Mr. 
Hutchison had been urged to advance foe 
objection at the eomdtt request of aomo 
fabricator of cases and cures,—some egotis¬ 
tical cure-all. In conclusion, we would ask 
foil Society to point out. the difference 
between the conduct of a fwtfk, and that of 
a regular practitioner. Does not thy first 
boast of the possession of aSQCtet 1 dues not 
the regular practitioner :fe*stof communi¬ 
cating hi* knowledge 1 lit* quack affirms 
that bis secret remedy will care all diseases, 
but his own must be the ministering bund ; 
the patieutia only ft obtain ease ut a cost 
of so much the hour. The regular prac¬ 
titioner, of liberal education, the moment 
that be has made a discovery, publishes it to 
the world for the benefit of all mankind. In 
its proceedings, therefore, does not the 
Medico-Chirurgiral assume the character of 
a society of quacks? 

In expressing on earnest hope that the 
obnoxious by-law will be speedily taken 
into consideration nt a general meeting of 
the meinbtr*?, we aki%$>r the present quit 
the subject. ' Vv . " 


Had oor 41 ancestors," whose “ wisdom " 
is passing into a proveih of contempt, in- 
tended to impede the progress of medical 
science, they could not have adopted a more 
effectual plan for that purpose than its union 
with the study of divinity. So different 
ir.deeu from each other are these two pur¬ 
suits in their nature and manner of cultiva¬ 
tion, that it is quite impossible the former 
shouldfee under the dominion of the teachers 
of foe latter without suffering from inch n 
connexion. Yet we can readily understand 
how for* unfortunate alliance was effected, 
*»d medical science placed under foe chil¬ 
ling patronage of the church. During the 
darkness of foe raiddl* ages, medicine, like 
foe other arts and science*, was almost ex- 
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cloiifriy studied by the ministers of reli- book of the tuivemUes was excluded by this 
gion, who thus, by a beoetolent arrange- obvious hat peruteieufi conclusion. tike 
ment of functions, united in their persona the wit who inferred that these should bo 
the cum of the sick and the cure of souls, hut owdishfor (ttoner from the ecclesiastical 
It was uaturnl enough, therefore, that this syllogism, tknt there wee but one heaven, one 
■oienoe should bare been committed to their baptism, one tote church, they eo»e natu- 
tutelage by the founders of our universitiesj rally to the determination (b*| there should 
but though this scheme might appear rational, be but one system of education ia the insti- 
and was perhaps unaroidable at the time, tutione over #Wrf» they presided. What 
there were numerone objections to its adop- heaven inspired, th» selfishness of man con- 
tion even nt that early period. Long before firmed,* ea the nusiftereof this system wore 
the fonndstion of oar colleges, or the transfer certainly miners by auoh^a Order of things, 
of the destinies of medicine to the pgofes- they weri resolved not to riSk tha tem- 
sors of these ecclesiastical corporations, the pond advantages which ' .Is secured them 
priesthood had been prohibited the practice by committing the statute-bock of the uni- 
of, and were neoeemrily disqualified for, eu. vsrsitie* to tho raah band of experiment, 
peritt tending the tuition of the medical pro- Titfe* ahd ijsfofooUone, ehurob-lsnda end 
fession. Admitting that they had been mortgages ira dN) **d the dead, were 
willing to discharge, they must therefore of too divine an origin and of too earthly a 
have been incompetent to, the duties in- value to be pal^i jeopardy by the diffusion 
trusted to them.} but besides their inooiu*- of intelligence and improvements in eduoa- 
petenoy for the guardianship of this ticra^ A body of men educated in t)iia eye- 
science, there were mtoy ressons which t«m and actuated by these motives saw no 
induced them not only to consider it w necessity for an iteration of the statute re- 
a secondary object of tbeir corporate ktiag to education, or if they did, they had 
concerns, but eveu to look on it with feel- loo many aobsiaatial inducements to adopt 
iuga of hostility. No sooner had this sci* theeameasurae which reaeou and the wants 
ence begun to develop the mysteries of ns- of science might have suggested. They 
turn* than the facts which it brought to were, therefore, unwilling to evieea a preoe- 
light were construed into so many contra- dost of innovation even in the prq^pe 
dictions of revealed religion, and itself cou- sciences, lest the example might be turned 
sidered as opposed to the interests and fits- into an argument for changes in tfast sys- 
bility of the church. In this collision of tern upon which their subsistence de¬ 
faith and fact, it is easy to conjecture the pended. Medical science required, how- 
conduct, when we recollect the sensitive ever, a vary different description of .patrons 
spirit of the eburpb, when their dogmas or nod of regulations for its ‘ eneoutage- 
Uitir interests happened to be called in meat and cultivation. Depending on 
question. The power which they possessed experiment nod observation for ita im- 
was turned against tht " science of in- provement; .changing at almost every 
fidelity," as it had been opprobrious!}- de- step of ita progress, itRequired the greatest 
nominated; its doctrines denounced, and JJwiiude of discussion, gradual modifications 
its professors persecuted. Nor can we ;in the manner of its diffusion, sod the 
wonder at this crusade against science, i utmost liberality ss well as exertion in its 
when we reflect on the spiritual and tem-1 cultivators. Of aU these advantage* it wns 
pora! motivea excited in the minds of it* j completely deprived under the regulations 
authors, by their education and means rftof iueccfoaiaatical patrons; hospitals, da- 
living. The basis of their studies was i sec ting-rooms, laboratories, and all the 
deemed perfect, neither admitting of doubt; other means by which medietas aright be 
ns to their truth, uor change in the mode of beneficially cultivutod, were either alto- 
theirtuition. After an admission Of this kind, gather absent, or imperfectly conducted, 
it requires but little exercise of the reason- That this spirit of hostility to medical 
ing*faculties to conclude, that the manner science bn* not been removed from the 
in which soak were Saved one year, would mindi of the iadividtitk composing our 
aflawer equally well for the neat, ao that acclesiaatlosl corporations by the increasing 
every proapeet of hmotatioo on the statute- liberality of the -ego, one modern instance 
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fHV snffiee out of. many which we might 
adduce, iflffaa limits Of these papers would 
adnait(?fttooh digressions. Doctor Chyle, late 
Provost of the University of Dublin, was so 
shocked at the coo toots of modem medical 
works, that he at one time determined *&■■ 
elude them from the University library, lest 
they might corrupt the pure morale of the ec¬ 
clesiastical student*! . Why he did not carry 
this singular resolution into effect we hare 
not learned; but we tfkiievo we can state 
for certain tlmt ^e accomplished another 
measure equally absurd and insulting to the 
medical profession, during adminiaila^ 
lion. Before the erection of the new Mite 
of lecture-rooms derated to the iattructioo 
of the bwdical science t » that institution, 
i t was customary for the students in medicine 
to go to lecture tliroqgh the entrance to the 
College, from College Green; hst in onfejr 
to drew a line of separation between the 
students in medunaa and thnfle of divinity, 
the medical lecture^woms wore complstely 
cut off by a waff fromaff communication with 
the other buildings of the University, and 
the pttptht obliged to enter the lectere-rooma 
by a back gate in Naa eaa - ett eetl The 
motives assigned for this insolent arrange¬ 
ment, were, that the moral# of the divinity 
etudenU would he contaminated by any 
communication with medical pupila! In¬ 
structed by the history of the past, that 
medicine luw pined under the yoke of the 
church, and admonished by its present con¬ 
duct, that this spirit of hostility still per¬ 
vades its councils, what conclusion are we 
to come to on a dispassionate consideration 
of this infelicitous counexion of medicine 
with theology in our universities 1 We 
confess wo can discover no alternative—no 
other remedy for this national evil, than a 
total and eternal separation of these disso¬ 
nant pursuits, which can never be cultivated 
with advantage under a similar system of 
instruction. Without some such complete 
emancipation of medicipe from the fetters 
in which it has Wen bound by the church in 
this country, we are eonvinoed that it can 
never be cultivated with equal success here 
as abroad, end that all sttoapt* to modify 
the iostitotioaa in which it is now taught 
win bo worse than useless, as we ate pro- 
pared to show on a future ocetoion. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday, Decanter 17,1G30, 

Dr. GaAMvitta in the Chair. '•// 

l.ITUOTOMY.—JUKDICAL COCOS EBB, ' 

Mn. Kino related acase of stone in wbhft 
he had recently operated with success, sad 
which was rendered remarkable by the cir¬ 
cumstance that symptoms of peritonitis were 
present when the operation was performed. 
Considerable arterial hasmorrbago super¬ 
vened, proceeding principally from small 
branches of the perineal artery, which were 
secured after the bleeding hod continued 
for some time, and to a conmtittable extent, 
ttv this hemorrhage be considered the life 
of the patient to have been saved, as the 
peritonitic symptoms very speedily subsided 
after die operation. 

Mr. Kntc further stated, in reply to a 
question from the President, that the opera¬ 
tion of tithotrity had bsea tried in this case 
without its usual success. This failure pro¬ 
ceeded from the large aise of the stone, he 
believed that if performed in sufficiently 
early time it would supersede the section 
altogether. .Mr. King concluded by inquir¬ 
ing when the question of the propriety of 
medical men taping selected for the office of 
the coronersbip would be brought before the 
Society. 

TheJPiwaiBKWT replied that no arrange- 
menkdgjm.Wn made for that purpose, nor 
was irlffawn by whom the subject was to 
be introduced. He hoped it would be 
brongbtforward, and he did not see anv rea¬ 
son why its discussion should give site to any 
party feelings. 



Dr. Wood, after some introductory re* 
marks, proptPHlid to retd a paper ou the 
pathology of dropsy, of which the following 
is a very full report 

In every part of: the animal body, Dr. 
Wood observed, there is a continued secre¬ 
tion or exudation of fluid destined to the 
lubrication of the several tissues and organa, 
for the elaboration also of certain principles 
which are necessary to the performance of 
certain functions, or lastly, for the elimina¬ 
tion of those portions of the solids and fluids 
which have become either absolutely 
noxious, or at least unfit to maintain the 
general health, and consequently superflu¬ 
ous. Amongst the first may he enumerated 
the helitu* of the serous membranes, tbs 
small portion of fluid found in the investing 
membranes of the brain, the synovia of the 
joint*! die fluid contained in the ueotas of 
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the eellulsr tissue, kc. Among the second secretions ia this disease ere iptenttpUd 
may he mentioned the salivs, gastric juice, more or le*j with the single exception of 
&c. And among the Inst, insenihle per- that of th* ra»pus port of the blood in urn 
apirathra, bile, urine, dec. Alt these several dropeical part; the insensible perspiration 
secretions are formed from the bleed by is deficient, the lubricating modus of the in* 
means of a variety >of apparatus in which the ternal surfaces, the saliva, the bile, and the 
essential part consist* of the capillary ex- urine ate all scanty, sad thifl. lost is seme- 
tremities of the blood-vessels. In a state of times albuminous sod at othortimei not, 
health, and according to the constitution of but of this hereafter. It seemh M if the 
the individual, there alwaysexists an equilh, fluid portion of the cfrculatingfluidwere 
brium between tbe mass of circulating fluid drained off from every portion of the body m 
ami these secretions; if in any pan of the order to be poured in abundance into the 
chain this equilibrium b« interrupted, if any dropsical cavity. It ialanuifest that no pot- . 
function be obstructed,disease ensues. That, tion of the tydy, into the . of 

portion of tlie circulating njeti which should which the serous and cellular tissue enters, 
hare been devoted to the formation of any is exempt from this affection. Accordingly 
secretion, ic by tbe cessation of that secre- on dissection we sometimes &fd the Bum 
tion, either from disease of the organ or any effused, according to Aodral, etea into the 
other cause, thrown back upon the system at dense ceBnhur tissue which lines the mucous 
large, producing a variety of diseases, such membranes* Iu 4im*ct»gtheb(>die» of pa- 
as inflammation, vnrions fluxes, or lastly, tienl* who have died of dropsy, we are 
what is more particularly the subject of the struck by the great diversity of appearances 
present paper, it may induce dropsy. When- presented to wa; in' different cases. l>r. 
ever sn increased secretion of serous fluid Blackfill is hie. admirable work relates a 
takes place, dropsy hi the result, provided it numberd case s ix which be found decided 
is uot reabsorbed as rapidly as it is produced, marks of inflammation on the pleura, the 
or evacuated in some other way. Thenecei- pericardium, and tho peritoneum, which 
sary condition, therefore, ia that the cavity were frequently covered by adventitious 
into which the effusion is poured must lie membrane and adherent to the adjacent 
closed at all points. This takes place in tbe parte. He found the liver diseased ia a 
cavities lined by serous membrsue, the variety of ways, inflamed, acbieroua, enlarg- 
pleura, pericardium, the peritoneum, tbe «d, indurated, in four cases he found the 
membranes inverting the brn^ and spinal kidneys the seat of organic disorder. The 
chord, it occurs also in the areol® of the lungs in some instances presented marks of 
cellular tissue dispersed throughout the inflammatory action, the lymphatic vessels 
body. -Vliuc • were found unusually thickened, and lastly, 

The author next advertedat stogMigth. the cellular membrane, in dropsical parts, 
to the chemical properties of bydropWWMe- frequently presented unusual lesiajtanee to 
lions, and then continued the knife, and the cells contained a aome- 

Tbere are tlien three varieties of these- what transparent and coagulated fluid. Dr. 
creiioo of serous membranes: first, a per- Bright, in his splendid publication, men¬ 
tion of the serum or more fluid part of the lions cases presenting similar appearance* 
blood appears to v jto as it were filtered to those mentioned by Dr. Bkwkall, which 
through the exhalebt vessels; secondly, at be has illustrated by very beautifully 
other timet tbe proceas beghli to itaeroble coloured plates. It was asserted by Van 
lhat of secretion In other pert* Of the body, Belmont that the kidneys were the seat of 
inasmuch as tltere Mtmt to be ft selection disorder in dropsy, but it wns left to Dr. 
made, and some one of the ingredients of Bright to provein many instances the ju** 
the serum predominates, at one time the lice of Van Belmont’s assertion. In his 
watery portion, at others the albumen; work he gives the history of twenty-four 
thirdly, die process appears to be sometimes cases of dropay illustrative of the coagulo- 
idemical with glandular tucretiou, for a new bility of the urine so much insisted upon by 
substance is generated which is not to be Dr. Blaokall as indicative of inflammatory 
fouiul pre-exiitiog in tlie blood. Tlie ocoa- action, in all of which the kidneys Were 
sional causes of drops? an very various, found to he diseased, so that he is led to 
Whatever produce* debility is said lobe a the conclusion that this appearance of the 
cause of dropsy ; intemperance, cold, ex- urine is pathognomonic,of structuralreml 
oessive discharges, a general cachectic stats disease. Aa may easily he supposed, the 
of tlie system, bloodletting carried to excess, appearance of the kidwys i* very vvfcus: 
drinking cold water when the body is in a at one time they ore completely granulated 
hasted state. It occurs also as the const- throughout, enlarged, pmeotiog a rough 
queues of aemal diseases, such as fevers, and uneven muriate; titered rii colour, and 
scarlatyia, bronchitis, inflammation, and in thfew naturfl internal organisation changed; 
consequence of structural derangement of at oilier times they are softened and filled 
most of the organa of too body. All the iutetnaUy with a yefloyish substance, some- 
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times they are found ktmestwMte ekternrfly, dropsy. Dr. Cnllen alto considers, that 
lobulaled, and on malting alongitudinal tee* dropsy sometimes trim from an abundance 
tion in the internal structure, both cortical of setum in the blood-vessels, which may 
and tabular, the tame giayne#s and feint- be owing to tome derangement of the cfcy- 
-rw» ofoolouir was found to prevail, . Andrei buoietic viscera, or from absorption from a 
mentions* east of dropsy in wbibfa only one rabistatmosphere. It is nftquestiouaWy the 
kidney was found oa dissection. In eleven (feet; that when a larger quantity of serum is 
eftaeif Or. Bright found tb* liver te be the present tbao ought naturally to exist in the 
•eat Of disorder, in moat of which, although blood, dropsy may be induced. This has 
there was most extensive dropsy, the bid- been proved by Lower; be injected water 
neya were quite healthy, neither did the into the veins of a dog, and if he did not 
urine coagulate. The species of derange- previously abstract s quantity of Wood, the 
meet of the liter in this disease seems to animal soon began to show marks of auffer- 
coaaist of an enlargement, and sometimes iug, and oa dissection was found to be uni- 
contraction, induration, and ■ deposition of versally dropsical. That this increased 
yedow tuberculous matter [ the gall bladder quantity of serum in the Wood may occur 
in general thickened and contracted, eon- may easily be conceived, although not caused 
taming sometimes healthy bile, sometimes in the manner Ur, Cullen supposes. Ed- 
tbe rev Axe j I have myself seen several wnrda, of Fans, has prof§4 f 4M in a moist 
easet of dropsy in Winch the liter was atmosphere, the insensible perspiration, 
found to be diserganieed ,4n n way nearly which is constantly thrown off from the skin 
assembling sabtrtans d^enerstion. The and the surfaces of the air passages, is at 
heart hat been found diseased, the valves its lowest degree; it is, therefore, probable, 
ossified, and in bydrothorax she lungs have that the serum, which cannot be carried off 
been found to present various morbid appesr- by tbe ordinary means, may be. thrown out 
auce*. In hydrocephalus the membranes of by the serous membranes, and in that way 
the brain have been found inflamed, thick- produce dropsy. Andrei thinks it probable 
ened, and sometimes ulcerated. Consider- that the dropsical affections qccurriug alter 
able portions of the brain itself have been, scarlatina, may be produced siy the inter- 
found in s state of ramaUiaeincftt; Where ruption to the ordinary process of cutaneous 
tbe disease ia chronic the longitudinal sinus perspirtfcifco, eauied by the desquamation of 
has been found contracted, the brain itself the epidermal. Dr. Darwin conceived, that 
tuberculated, sometimes a layer iseondeos- sometimet^ietrogrode action of the abaor- 
ed and hardened roupd the lateral ventri- bents might produce the disease, hut a mo¬ 
des. Very randy cases of dropsy have been meet'sconsideration of tbe anatomical struc- 
fonud hi which, upon dissection, not tbe turn of those vessels will demonstrate the 
lightest morbid appearances hare been per- fluidity of this hypothesis. Au iucreaacd 
oeived ia any patfof the body. Andral men- momentum of tbe blood was supposed, by 
tians a case of this description, in which, Dr. Parry, to be a cause. According to this 
although there Was dropsy of every cavity, author this h>crettak& momentum is either 
-combined with anasarca, no trace of disease general or incal, absolute or relative, and he 
could be found either in the bead, the thorax, consider! that iudmtsnauon, liremorrliage, 
or the abdomen. and dropsy, have a jgpjtail resemblance as 

The author bare proceeded to enumerate to their cause, ittd fflb ttl-df them effort# of 
the principal theories concerning tbe proxi- nature for tWtdlevistiftn ''tit 'eunalitulional 
mate muse of this disease, commencing errors of the circulation. Dr. HUckoll goes 
•with Dr. (Jutlon, who believed dropsy to still further than Dr. Parry; he considers 
'Originate in increased effusion or diminished dropsy to be generally of sn inflammatory 
absorption, tbe former of which he contend- crigin, which he conceives proved by the 
vd to arise in the majority of cases from appearances fousjf on dissection, from the 
laxity of the exholent vessels, the oodbq- serum of the affected parts having been 
quence of a .general debility of the sysiem. found to be altered iu a greater degree thun 
On this opinion Dr. Wood remarked us could be supposed to arise from simple re - 
follows; taxation of the tM&ibraoet, from the treat- 

Genersl debility may, however, I think, meat, and front 4 'tbs buffy coat of the blood 
rather be considered M the coneomitaiu than drawn in this dilease, and also from the 
as the cause of dropsy,«they arc, ia gene- coagulability of the unne. He states, more* 
rsl, both of them the offsets of some pre- over, that where this excretion is most 
ceding disease, «s, for el^apic, long coo* loaded, uud coagulates at the lowest tem- 
tinued fevers, disorder of Hh digestive or- peraiure, and most firmly, the blood is most 
g»®*» induced by long-estSbiiskcd habit* of huffy, and there are throughout the system 
intemperance. Andral mentions a osse in the greatest marks of inflammation. This, 
which, instead of there being any debility, however, is controverted by Dr. Klliotson,. 
tbe individaal was foil of life and vigour, ia a clinical lecture published in TmtliAK* 
altbougb he was affected with universal c*t of tbe 11th instant, in Which be says, 
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ttiat he Lai wen caw« where he li»< Med j the kidneys, may produce dropiy, ai l hare 
although the urine did not coagulate; and, said in the commencement of this paper, by 
on the contrary, others in which that phe-, 1 throwing the blood, which should live been 
nomenon waa presented,and where venesec-j eliminated by them, upon the Nat of the 
tiou was entirely out of the question. IJr,'! system, and thus prodfltttig a degree ofeoa- 
Briglit, as I have before observed, const-! geiiion and plethora, and, consequently* a 
ders this property of the urine to be pathog-1 greater burden devolves apou tijs capilla- 
nomonic of renal disease. He has been led ries throughout the body, and mere particu- 
to the coaclnsion, that many cases of dropsy , larly in the proximity of the part affected, 
which have usually been termed inflainmu- and , therefore, from the stimulus of disten*- 
tory, are to be traced to disease in the kid- tion, they pOttr out tl»eir contents to S-pM- 
neys. He says, that he has never examined tor natural extent- 

the body of any patient dying with dropsy, I think that the coagulability of the orioe 
attended with coagulable urine, in whom may easily be accounted for from the dis- 
8 ou»e obvious derangement or the kidneys ease of the kidtteys, by which they are 
was not detected. Ahdral is inotieed to incapacitated from eliminating that proper- 
attribute dropsies to the six following causae: tion of nitrogen which they are intended to 
1st. A degree of stimulus, or irritation, Of do; and the production of albumen appears 
the organ where the dropsy is formed ; 2 nd; to be an effort of nature to expel that pria- 
The sudden disnppeanmeeof another dropsy; ciple as well os possible ; for, next to fibrins, 
.‘Id. The suppression of certain secretions; albumen contains a larger proportion of ni- 
4th. Various alterations in the blood; 5th. trogen than any other constiUtent of the 
Obstacles to the venous circulation j 6 th. blood. We can fas tbia way account for the 
Certain states of cachexia. non> appearance of sfoumett, when* the 

In this review of the principal opinions dropsy proceeds from disorganised fiver, 
and theories brought forward in cxplana- according to the Statement of Dr. Bright, 
tion of the proximate c an*e of dropsy, and /Any mechanical obstruction to tbo niren- 
th* pathology of the organa on which* it d«* latmn in the vehM, or more properly speak- 
)>cnds, I have been able to do little mover ing, titty cense impeding the return of the 
than to give a sort of catalogue raisanne of blood to the heart; will cause dropsy. If 
the principal authors on the ttubpet, and to the principal vein of a part be obliterated, 
relate their opinions as briefty as possible, together with its collateral brandies, the 
Although apparently difforwjjt, I flunk part forthest ftWn tl»# heart becomes drop- 
they will be found to agree in general. Snmt- siedf,' end if the 'obstruction is caused by 
etfVot produced on the circulating fluid, disease of the heart, general dropsy may be 
seems to be allowed by all to be the cause the effect. It is possible that an altei Mi on 
of dropsy, whether it be obstruction ioita in the quantity of the blood, whether by 
course, or some alteration in its coustitu- excess or defect, or a deterioration in its 
tiou, from whuiever /source that alteration quality, may occasion dropsy. Where there 
may proceed. I believe, that of all the is geueral plethora, we may account for the 
causes of dropsy, au affection of the exhal* disease by the stimulus of distention, and 
outs themselves itt tba most frequent, whe- the general phlogistic diathesis. In esses 
ther it be inflammation waimple irritation, of dropsy proceeding from excessive hie- 
We know that ftt localinflammation. vesai-ls morrhage, or where, from a deficiency of 
which are originally destined to admit only nourishment, n sufficient quantity of the 
the more fluid part (if the Wood, becouu- vital fluid is not produced, we may conceive 
gorged with the colouring particles, and the fr.tm the predominance of the serous por- . 
fibrinous portion, proving that the atoms ofjtton, and the deficiency of fibrin®, that a 
Uiese latter constituents must be of a huyor j larger quantity of their proper exhalation 
aisle than those of the serous portion. May | will be produced in the serous membrane*, 
we not couceive a state of the exbalants to! That such cases do occur, in which the 
exist, proceeding from & similar cause, as in- • blood itself is little more than a reddish 
Aammation operating in a less degree, in j watery fluid, ha* been proved by Andral in 
which, although those Vejgpda do not, as in his tiiniijue Medicak, where he mentions 
tha atUntion, admit the red particles, they several instances of dropsical patients, 
may admit a larger portion of the serum, whose bodies oo dissection presetted this 
and 6o increase Uie exhalation t We see an remarkable appearance of the Mood, la all 
increased secretion in inflammation of the such cases, he asys that tbo slightest irrita- 
serous membranes, and I think ilia not im- tion of nay part is sufMeoi to produce sn 
possible that the cause may frequently infiltration of the cotHftar titans of that part, 
operate with leas force, and ao increase the May not the dropsies Which are found to 
secretion without producing inflammation, occur in {tenons who art debilitated by im- 
TL© suppression of any secretion from or- proper and deficient food. and who are in 
ganio disease of the vtscus destined to ita a generally cachectic stale, be accounted 
formation, as, for instance, in affections of for on the supposition, that the proper quan- 
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tity 'of fibrin* in the blood i* not formed, and 
conaequently the serous portion predominat¬ 
ing t This explanation appear* to ms to be 
far from improbable. 

1 hair* now, I think, noticed the princi¬ 
pal topics connected with the pathology of 
dropsy, and, in conclusion, 1 have to in- 
treat the indulgence of the society for the 
errors and ©missions of this very imperfect 
essay. 

An animated discussion arose at the con- 
elusion of the paper, chiefly of a theoretical 
kind, and with reference to the question, 
whether dropsy was produced by Infiamma- 
tory action j the affirmative of this proposi- 
lion Was principally supported by Dr. 
Barry, who argued against foe doctrine of 
debiUty at great length. Mir. King also was 
inclined to refer the disease to a peculiar 
inflammatory tendency, except in the ones 
where it was caused by mechanical obstruc¬ 
tion. v With respect to the hydropic infil* 
tratioa of the submucous tissue, described 
by Andral; he had long contested the fact 
with that eminent author himself. Mr. 
Kingbelieved it to be physically and ana¬ 
tomically impossible, and he further con¬ 
tended that the cedematoof appearance re¬ 
sulted from an affection 6fiti* mucous mem¬ 
brane itself. Dr. Wood did Pot consider 
dropsy and inflammation aa identical, and 
believed the use of the lancet was not essen - 
tial for the cure of the former* h this view 
he was supported by Mr. North, %ho 
thought venesection improper in a great 
majority of-cases. The inflammatory na¬ 
ture of dropsy was also opposed by Dra. 
Sigmnnd, Stewart/and Mr. G. Burnet. 

With reference to the influence of the 
Btate of the skin in this disease, the long 
controverted question of cutaneous absorp¬ 
tion was touched upon by some of the mem¬ 
bers. Dr. Sigmoud believed it to occur, 
aud founded his opinion on the increase of 
weight which is occasioned by immersion 
in the warm-bath. Dr. Wood did not think 
this a sufficient proof, as the uqueoua va¬ 
pour muat have been inhaled during the 
immersion. Dr. Copeland thought the skin 
did absorb, aud narrated an experiment 
he performed by immersing his naked arm 
in spirits of turpentine ; his arm was intro¬ 
duced through a partition into a separate 
room, and the vessel luted round, yet, in a 
few minutes, the pulmonary exhalation was 
impregnated with the turpentine odour, and 
the smell of violets was perceptible in the 
urine. Allusion Was also made to foe ex¬ 
periments of Dr. Edward* on Jiaards, which 
tend to corroborate the views for which 
Dr* Copland contended. Dr. Granville, 
in eon elusion, reviewed the proceedings of 
the evening; be believed that several causes 
might produce dropsical effusion, but that 
in a majority of cases venesection was the 


most efficient remedy. Cutaneous absorp¬ 
tion was not yet incontestably proved, but 
it was Supported by many strong analogi¬ 
cal dafe; he finally deprecated the too theo¬ 
retical tendency of medical discussions; it 
seemed as if medical men were unwilling to 
grapple with practical points.? 

The Society ibeu adjourned till ihe 8lh of 
January, 1831, when Mr. Evans is expect¬ 
ed to bring forward an essay ou mono- 
mania. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

ACUTE BHEOMATISM.—VSBICARDITISI 

Richard Moss, aged 36, was admitted 
with pain aud tumefaction of the knees, an¬ 
cles and wrists, under the care of Dr. Hoe. 
The patient has been a aoluier for fourteen 
years, and was discharged from the army for 
a hernia. He atates, that his health has 
beeu generally good, except that from in¬ 
fancy ne baa occasionally been subject to a 
palpitation of the heart. The knees, ancles, 
ana wrists, are swollen, red, aud painful ; 
both legs are covered with purpura, and he 
com plain a of general pain; tongue is loaded; 
pulse 04, futti bowels open ; urine copious, 
red. and a plea tifui sediment of the 

same colon**?-. To have a warm bath ami a 
diapkmttf&0xlure. 

28. The warm bath produced a copious 
perapiration; bowels have been twice 
openod, but the longue is atill furred ; pulse 
is 80, soft, and smaller j the tumefactiou and 
pain have diminished, and the purpura is a 
little paler. ■ 

29. The pain of Imps and limbs is less; 

lie has perspired ^profusely ; bowels are 
open, the stools liquid, and thetougue coaled 
with a light Pttiae 90* irregular and 
intermitting about every ten beats. .The 
secretion of sad the appearance of 

the spots, are unstated. Yesterday after¬ 
noon he had a fit of syncope, from which he 
was some time recovering. To be bled from 
the arm to six#n#tr**; tf have a pill of 
soap and opiumpj pe grains, every night ; 
to repeat the mixture. 

30. The blood drawn yesterday is thickly 
buffed and slightly cupped; the tongue is 
white; bowel* opMHforee pr four times since 
the last visit; pulse 90 add strong, lie w as 
restless the first part of the night, but after¬ 
wards fell into a perspiration, ami slept 
soundly towards morning. Respiration is 
laborious, and the rale crepitaut is evident 
at each collapse of the thorax. The action 
of Lhe heart, however, is muc h less oppiets. - 

• Mr. Jewel, early In the evening, emlenvotirvd 
to fell the attention of the Society to Dr. Bright’s 
opinion* oo renal dimer, but the call was un¬ 
answered. 
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ed tin on bit admission. To bo, bled to 
tix ounces: repeat the mixture and pills. ? 

31. The serum of the blood drawn is co¬ 
pious, and the crassamentum buffed and 
capped. He waa very faint all night, 
but he reeled and perspired a good deal to¬ 
wards morning. Tongue furred} pulse 90 
and regular ; the action of the heart unequal; 
a troublesome and dry cough oxista; the 
urine is Copious and more natural. To 
take a pill of ipecacuan: and opium, of each 
one gram,three times a dap. 

Nov. 1. The patient pawed a very mat- 
less night, although the pain of limbs has 
entirely disappeared. The countenance if 
anxious and covered with perspiration; 
bowels open twice; stools watery; poise 
45, slow, oppressed, and irregular. To be 
hied to six ouncesi to havewne gram of 
digitalis added to the pills. 

2. The patient looks fresher this morning, 
but complains of feebleness; has slept but 
little; tongue clean around the edges, but 
furred in the middle ! pulse 60, intermittent j 
feeling great oppression late last night, two 
ounces of port wine were given to him, and 
a blister was applied to the region of the 
heart. To have two ounces of port wine 
daily ; repeat the medicines. 

3. He still sleeps indifferently, and per¬ 
spires during his sleep; bowel|jy«dLppened; 
stools watery, nod rather offenrirf? tongue 
clean; countenance tmquik^jmlse 78, 
soft and full; action of the&wlrt more 
equable. He is very feeble, and can hardly 
move in bed. . Repeat the pills and wine . 

4. Complains o't faintness during the night; 
the action of the henrt is natural, and the 
stethoscope indicates iu> deviatiou in func¬ 
tion ; pulse 90, Improved;; cough occasion¬ 
ally troublesome; tongueyplfurred; bowels 
open; stools ofo betterfl> 8 racter. * 

5. He thinks ho is not so well ns yester- 
da) r ; cough pTeventitwaO stepping. There 
is excessive debility; tongue fibred; bowels 
open ; stools as before; perspiration less; 
pulse 78, full, and powerful ; thirst; want 
of appetite, but he relishes hi* beef-tea. 

0. He is much better J.hgy. morning, but 
he has experienced ^ rsUhl*'. of the rheu¬ 
matic inhammatioa in thejpttts and limbs; 
tongue clean; bowels open ; stools con¬ 
sistent ; urine natural; perspiration light; 
pulse U4. full, and ■•oft. To have ten grains 
of Dover's powder at nigjuf To continue 

his other medicines. 

7. Had not his powder last night, and be 
has not slept; the pain of toga and feet has 
diminished, hut that in the shoulders and 
arms has increased; tongue moist, clipped, 
and covered with a alight fur; bowels regu¬ 
lar ; skin warm and moist; appetite tin- 
moving. To have three common purging 
pills immediately. To have a draught 
three times a day, composed of aromatic 


spirits of ammonia* twenty-five drops. Wme 
of. meadow s^ffcom fifteen drops, Chm- 
phoratedmixlure, one ounce. 

8 . Spirits improved; fail ctisntenaaee 
cheerful; slept tolerably well; complain* 
of a general soreness all over the body 8 
bowels open; stools natural; tongue slightly 
furred; respiration easy, and Jh acmnd 
nearly natural; alight cough, mid he ex-, 
perforates a Hide ; pulse 54, alow, Ml* 
and regular ; action of the heart energetic. 
To have ten grains of Dover's powder at 
night. Repeat his former medicines. 

9. Mach better; countenance cheerful; 
tongue clean; pulse alow, large, 64; bowel* 
not open aince yesterday. 

10 . The rheumatic paint have increased;’ 
•kin hot and moist; tongue pale; bowels 
costive; pulse 64, and fall. To have a 
purging draught immediately . Rep . med. 

11. He is feeble; has had no sleep; 
tongue furred; bowel* open ; pulse 80, in¬ 
termittent. To continue the draughty and. 
to have a blister applied to the region of the 
heart. 

It. Slept well all night, and perspired 
but little; there is still pain and tumefac¬ 
tion in the arms and hands; pulse 101 , 
irregular; bowels open. 

13. Improving, but onmplains of de¬ 
bility; pnlw 91. 

14. No tnriation sufficiently to be noted 

since yesterday ; haielept well; poise 80, 
regular; ■■<■.... * - 

15. Declares himself to be much better ; 
has slept without the aid of opiates; skin 
is warm and moist; countenance natural; 
appetite reviving; bowels open; stools 
natural; tongue clean ; pulse 88 . regular, 
7b have middle diet. To take two grains 
of sulphate of quinine in the form of a 
draught, three times a ■ day. 

17. Convalescing. 

20 . The bowels have arted spontaneously; 
appetite improving. 7b have full diet , md 
a pint of porter daily, instead of the port- 
wine . 

21. Has caught cold, and has an accession 
of cough and coryza; he appears feeble, 
but feel* easy. 

22 . Having complained of sleeplessness 
for the last two or three nights, a pill of 
soap and opium was given last night, and 
induced a comfortable sleep. He feels, 
consequently, better this morning; bowels 
* little costive ; pulse 75, full, and mode¬ 
rately strong, but vibratory. 7b take half 
an ounce of castor oil every three hours, 
until it shall have produced a stool. 

23. He is in very good spirits, but be has 
a return of rheumatism in the left wrist and 
hand ; tongue furred ; bowel* confined! these 
two days; pulse 96, regular. 7b have half 
an ounce of castor oU every two hours until 
a stool is produced. 
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84* Bowels have bm opened three times pattont continued in ctamatoee ttak.Tha 
mm yesterday; atop* »diff«re»ily, toil vooad wu fitted with a piece of wage, 
ftpk much improved thin morning; pulse ted ligt, ***h comprewe*, we* ioosaly 
W4, amslif occasional vertigo. . . pUpeCover ifc| iniernelly, the infusion of 

85. The pain in the shoulder* has re- entice with wit* *>dmink»erea; the 
turned, end dkturbi hi* met; tongue clean; heed we* kept cool with vinegar and water, 
how*)* costive* T» M* half m «m« •/ and the bewtk freely moved by injection*, 
outer «ii immatoatefy.,. A short time after the operation, the patient 

- 86. Imprevingnpidly. seemed to fall into a tranquil sleep, which* 

f?. Paked An indifferent nigh*, but is wkh slight jatemiptiow, continued till to- _ 
much better thk morning. Sty* hi-Si get* ward* the evening,* when he awoke and. 
ting atronger, and he may fairly he pro- complained of blmdueaa; the pupil* were 
nounced oenvaleieent. dilated, though not quite insensible.. The % 

: . v v . night wee pweedwthar restlessly, end the 

l ,. l i W w^, .i lll .i 1 ,.....>■■«■■■■ patient repeatedly vomited a large quantity 

of bile. On the following morning a alight 
bicoveby from a woi?«© or ms BRAiN, reaction had taken place, the pulae had ri*en, 
•wit* tore of ct&ESfiAL substance. . the skin was warm, and the paralysis of the 
,: • • v _ tower extremities had disappeared; the pa- 

X. P., astat. 83, ajWdier of the garrison tient complained of headuch and confusion 
of Coblenta, received, on the 6th of August, of ideas; there waa also some parapbroayne. 
1889, a gun-shot wound in the head. Two Thirty leeches were applied to (lie head, 
home after the accident, he wa» brought after the application of which he seemed to 
into the Military Hoapikt iy a state of *m- he relieved. The real of the day waa peered 
pot, with inclination to vopr^. Hit counte- pretty tranquilly, and he complained only at 
nance waa pale and collapsed; kk answers time* of pain in the orbit. The night was 
were alow and incoherent; he complained again veiy restless, and in the evening the 
of beadncli, great lassitude, general unetui- dressings were found tinged with bipod, and 
ness, sud darkness before biaeyes^ breath- the wound of the scalp began to suppurate, 
lug was veiy slow; die lower extremities The pulae was full, but within a abort time 
were cold sod paralysed. He tost sliout feU again, bp viie afletnoon the patient 
two pint* of blood.. There was a lace- was more-clear in bk idea* than be had 
rated transyera* wound at the occiput, of been since 4be accident, and sight appeared 
about one inch and a half in length; the *l«o to bemstored in some degree. Towards 
haemorrhage wu* nearly arrestedj'bdt a con- the evening twelve leeches were applied, 
siderable quantity of blood had accumulated but Without much relief, and the following 
under the edge# of the wound, which woe night be was again very restless. On the 9th, 
immediately eplarged, and the blood evacu- ;be dressings were removed for the first 
ated by a freeincision through the lacerated time; a small portion'd cerebral suhaiaucd 
scalp. The skull having thus been laid bad protruded through the rupture in the 
bare, a large fracture was found between the dura, mater; the suppuration was rather 
external occipital prominence and the lamb- profuse ; in otheT respects the wound hud 
doid suture, with considerable depression, a good appearance* It Was again loosely 
There were a great many fissures in various filled with » piece of sponge, and covered 
directions, and some of the fragments had with lint and compresses, dipped in a so- 
been driven below other portions of the skull, lution of chlorate of lime. Ou the 11th, 
with such a violence, that it was found im- the prolapsed cerebral substance yaa found 
, ;:>°s»ible to extract them. No rupture of dark-coloured, of s fungoid appearance ; the 
ir pbe dura mater could be discovered,although, appearance of the wound was good. The 
during the examination, a small portiou of general state Of the -patient also began to 
Cerebral substance, of the size of half a improve, he became collected, aud slept 
filbert, was found on the ground where be more quietly, and sight was almost com- 
was wounded. Trepanation having been de- pletely restored. During the following 
cided upon, the patient, a very robust man, days, the cerebral fungus was found grsdu- 
was first ordered to be bled, which was, ally to protrude, and it was accordingly 
however, found impossible, on account of the thought necessary to apply the dressings 
great collapse of the vessel*. The opera- rather more lightly. On the 14th, the pro- 
tion did net otter any-thing of interest. Two lapsed portion of the brain wu* nearly of 
large pieces of skull were removed, and the si*e of half a walnut, its surface was 
several smeller fragments extracted, after greenish, and it caused a very offensive 
the removal of which, a rupture of about smell. It was dressed with lint dipped in 
two-thirds of an inch was discovered in the the solution of the chlorate of lime, which 
membranes. There waa no extravasation waa also repeatedly sprinkled aver the 
under the dura mater; not much blood waa bandage. On the 10th, the protruded mass 
tost during the operation, during which the had soil increased, but had in other raapacts 
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not changed, eseept that tire smell wo*leas 
ofiVrmve. Tii* compresses were Again ap- 
- mm tightly, in order to pretent the 
further protrusion of the fungus. Boring 
tht night of the 17th* ho were r, the patient 
»m suddenly soiled with violent delirium; 
the bondage was tinged with blood, tad 
when it was removed the cerebral fungus 
wo found to have attained the sue bf a 
small apple, and to pulsate violently. The 
wound was now simply dressed with cerate, 
the head kept apol with fomentations, and 
thirty leeches were applied to the temples 
i and behind the ears. The infusion ernic® was 
vow omitted, and a simple saline.mixture 
given in its stead. In the morning, the 
pulsation in the protruded mass was still 
very violent, but the general state of the 
patient was better, and he hdd had a tow 
hours' tranquil sleep, tin the 18 th, the 
fungus had not become larger, and as its 
surface had evidently become gangrenous, a 
small layer of it, about two drachma in 
Weight, was removed, and the rest touched 
with nitrate of silver, and dressed with a de¬ 
coction of oak-bark ; neither of these opera¬ 
tions caused any pain, and as on the fol¬ 
lowing day the whole of the fungus ap« 
\ peared to be gangrenous, it was entirely re- 
I moved, first by the ligature end then by the 
/ knife; n considerable quantity of sanioas 
matter was discharged from the bottom* of 
the fungus, the whole weight of.whuk was 
about eight drachms. The wound was 
dressed with the decoction of osk-bnk, and 
tonics were given internally. On the 20th 
and 21st, the patient went ou favourably; 
on the *2tl, the wound, from the removal of 
Che fungus being still of gangrenous ap¬ 
pearance, was covered With jwjwdered bark 
atr Tjyrrh; no protrusion had taken place. 
X i external wound was gradually bpaliug 
t ; its circumference; sight was almost re- 
overed, and the use of the lower extre¬ 
mities perfectly restored; the bowels were 
rather costive, and required the continued 
use of glysters. Tbs mental faculties, though 
much improved, were still in some degree 
affected, he was often thoughtless and in¬ 
attentive ; his memory was good but rather 
alow, &c. On the 21st, the wound of the 
bruin Imd a much better appearauee, the 
discharge was much less and of better qua¬ 
lity ; the flaps of the scalp began to heal 
towards (he centre, and hau almost entirely 
united tiroaupst one another. Buriug the 
following days no change took place ta the 
•tate of tire patient, except that at the 
wound of the brain a small abecess formed, 
y w hich broke and discharged a small quan- 
i tity of healthy pus. Tho wound ot The 
scalp went on favourably, aud the flaps 
firmly uoiled to the subiaceut parts, so as to 
leave, only, in the middle, au aperture of 
About an inch in depth, in consequence of 


the removal of the bone and the toss of 
cerebral substance. * On the i 6th of Sep* 
tembsr* the aperture was almost entirely 
filled up, and closed by the cteatriutioa of 
the external wound f the general state of 
tire patient we* food* bfotoeuluea were en¬ 
tirely restored, he had gained in strength, 
Aoi sight only waasttB irMher impaired, 
particularly that of the tight aye. On the 
Slat, the wound was quite heated; $e oieB- 
trix was of the form ofa small quadrangular 
depression, and, with the exception of the 
weakness of the sight, be felt perfectly well, 
so that, after a few weeks more, ire wm en¬ 
abled to leave the hospital. —Giaefe u, 
fVail tier's Journal . 

BLXCVION BY " COXCOCRS” 

Jt the Parisian fh&rtM de Mtdeeine. 

Three public “ concoura'* will be opened 
at Paris on the first Monday of February 
next, for the Professorships of Surgical Pa¬ 
thology, Physiology, and Natural Philoso¬ 
phy, at the jfkadti do A&deciw* The cfca- 
didatea are to be subjected to the fallowing 
tests of qualification / 

1. They are back to publish a dissertation 
on the science of which they wish to obtain 
tbe chair, doppbping their plan of lecturing. 

2. A thuds, the subject of which is deter, 

mined by M| this » to be wriiteu in 
Trench, and will be publicly rood by the 
candidate. . 

3. A lecture of one hour's duration to bo 

delivered after twenty-four hours' prepara¬ 
tion. / 

4. A lecture of an hour, after three hours* 
preparation. 

5. A critical examination of the former 
writings and “ concoura” of the candidate. 

The election, which will take place imme¬ 
diately alter the last sitting, is to be made 
by a jury consisting of twelve jurors and 
three “ supplfisna/' of whom eight jurors 
and two " suppleans” are to be appointed 
by the Faculty, and the rest by the " Acs- 
demie dea Sciences.” 

DISK ASK O? TUB BLADDER. 

At a late meeting of the Medico-Physical 
Soci ety of Florence, Dr. Beiti communicated 
the caaeofjm elderly m*u in whom, iu con¬ 
sequence of complete obliteration of the 
urethra, the urine waa discharged through 
tire navel; it had been supposed that the 
urachus was open; but on jmt-morttm 
examination it was found that there was an 
ulceration of the Madder, from the fuadw 
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of which, up to the novel, an abscess had 
fanned, and that this cavity had served for 
the passage of the urine. 

Dir. Neapayli menrioDed the case of a fa- 
atale, at the pon-mortem examination of 
whp*a the upper portion of the bladder was 
lni|and bad been supplied; by 
adhesion of pajt of the coloa to the remain* 
ing portion of tha bladder, ao at to complete 
the cavity. The patient bad not suffered 
either dysarit ot incontinentia imam. — 
•dbwtflJi Unix. d. Omsrfei. 


LOCAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

TV the Editor of The Lancet. 

Si*,— Allow me ear neatly to recommend 
to that portion of the medical profeaiioia 
described at general practitioners, through 
the only channel of sufficient ^ rculation to 
make the advice available, foforun them* 
aelves into local association! tike those of 
Leeds, Newcastle, or Glasgow, frith a view 
to their ulterior general combination, or at 
least general co-operation. Whatever may 
be the advantage of the “ Metropolitan 
Society ” it cannot for a long time, if ever, 
embrace a sufficient number of members to 
render it efficient for iffi the purpose* it 
professes to have in design. Nothing can 
b$more easy of accomplishment, or more 
desirable in the end, than the general prac¬ 
titioners throughout the country forming 
themselves into bodies of twelve or fifteen, 
raising a small fund (a gaittea each member 
annually) for the purchase of books to go the 
round of the members, like social reading so¬ 
cieties. The meetings once a fortnight or 
month at the house of each member alter¬ 
nately, would greatly tend to promote mu¬ 
tual good understanding, and would even¬ 
tually prevent those hostile collisions which 
are so opposed to the comfort and interests 
of this claw of the profession, a feeling of 
common interest and unanimity of purpose 
Would cement the members, and render the 
endeavours to obtain an amelioratiou of our 
. condition successful by their being com¬ 
bined. 1 am. Sir, &c., 

A GENRRALpftACnTIONSR. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A communication lins been sent to The 
Lancet Office for J. S. C 

Air. Dermott’a letter shall appear next 
week. 

A Pupil of St. George's cannot expect 
“ Apis" to display much activity at this 
season of the year. 

Thanks to Scriptor, but he has been mis¬ 
informed ; there are no new arrangements. 

It is utterly impossible for us to insert 
one-fourth of the letters we are in the habit 
of receiving, . * 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Inquiries concerning the Intellectual 
Powers nod the Investigation of Truth. 
By John Abercrombie, M.D., dec. Edin¬ 
burgh: Waugh and Innea. London: Whit¬ 
taker, 1830. 8vo. 

A Letter tothe Metropolitan Commission-, 
en in Lunacy*, containing aome atricturei 
on the Act of Parliament, end Observations 
on their Report. By J. Has!am, M.t>„ of 
the Royal College of Physician* of London. 
London: Whittaker. 1830, pp. 24. 

Two Lectures on the Study of Anatomy 
and Physiology, delivered at the opeuiog of 
the|ftedicelBchbol> Aldengate Street. By 
Jones Quain, M.B., Lecturer on Anatomy 
and Physiology. With Plates. London: 
Simpkin. 183©, pp. 41. 

■' -H: - ■ 

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

On the 1st of Jannaiy, 1831, No. 1 of 
The Monthly Gazette of Practical Medicine, 
a new aeries of the Gaaetfo, of Health, con¬ 
taining a popular secouot of all the new dis¬ 
coveries in the art of preserving health, iu 
curing diseases* and in promoting economy, 
an exposure of quackery, and every species 
of fraud, will be published. 

A worlr entitled The Medical Annual f 
containing practical estimate of the thera¬ 
peutic vold^bf all the remedies which have 
been introduced into tbe practice of medi¬ 
cine within the last ten years; an account 
of the mechanical auxiliaries to medicine. 
A priced catalogue of drugs, and a list of 
diseases, with references to the remedies 
that have been found most beneficial in their 
cure or palliation, is announced for publica¬ 
tion at the beginning <jf the new year. 

.^'ERRATA. 

In Dr. Name’s* paper, p. 395, col. 2, 
before “ fastua in utero,” add life or death of 
a; p. 393, col. 2, 1. 3, after “ previous,” 
add to /ter admission’* p. 397, col/1, after 
" uninterruptedly,” add across the ante- . 
nor surface of the uterus. 

In Mr. Derrnott*B paper, page 412, col. 
li line 23 from the bottom, dele the comma; 
line 12, after “canal” insert and blood j 
line 10, for “If it is true,” read It it true. 
Cal. 2, line 29 from top, for “because 
without,'’ read because they are without. 

In Mr. Ward's letter, p. 444,1. 20, for 
“ with,” read without", 1.46,for “ induoed,” 
read increased • p. 445,1.13, for “ back,” 
read neck ; 1,17, read “ These remarks are 
net intended to condemn,” &c.; 1. 20, for 
“ affected,” read effected. 

Page 446, col. l, line 10, for “fexapiin-. 
inf," read drawing. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISONS PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

./ ARSENIC. 

As wo are ortremely anxious to render 
our notice of the arsenical .poisons as prac¬ 
tically interesting eud useful as possible, we 
shall, in the first place, present r. condensed 
but complete epitome of Dr. Cbristison’s 
excellent history of the chemfitty of arsenic 
and its preparations.* We earnestly solicit 
such of our readers as are not well versed in 
the subject, and who wish to become compe¬ 
tent for the prosecution of inquiries in this 
department of analysis, to attend particu¬ 
larly to this preliminary abstract, before 
they proceed to the processes recom¬ 
mended for the detection of tire poison. 
We 'ould request them also to banish 
*'..e word 4 * tests ” from their, memories ; 
this word has produced much mischief, 
by leading the minds of the inexperienced 
to place implicit aud unquestioning faith on 
certain reagents, without previously study¬ 
ing the changes and decompositions which 
they produce. A specific or oracular virtue 
hus thus been unfortunately attributed to 
them, and errors have consequently long 
remained latent, which, under amore liberal 
investigation, would have been quickly de¬ 
tected. 

Arsenic, in the proper acceptation of the 

* In compliance With the suggestion of a sub¬ 
scriber, we shall give a paper on the mode of de- ' 
lecting nitric acid, iodine, and the hydriodate t»f 
polaith, in« subsequent number, in order to render 
the scries of observations complete; although these 
articles have already been noticed by a correspond¬ 
ent at considerable length. 

No. m 


term, is a metal of an iron-gray etitor and 
crystalline texture; it Has a stroag affinity 
for oxygen, which it abstracts rapier from 
the air, from water, or other oxygenixed 
fluids, forming two a#kls, the araeniwtf and 
the arsenic. When exposed to heat, the 
metal sublimes at a temperature below the 
rod heat of glass, emitting an alliaceous 
smell; if the sublimation be performed in 
an open vessel; the metallic vapour abstracts 
oxygen from the air of the apparatus, and 
while vaponrs of arsenious acid are pro¬ 
duced, which condense on the sides of the 
vessel in brilliant octahedral crystals. 

The principal compounds which are form¬ 
ed by arshin, are the arsenious acid or 
white oxide of arsenic, the arsenito of cop¬ 
per or mineral green, the arsenite of silver, 
the arsenite of potash, the arsenic acid, the 
areeuiata of potass, the yellow sulpburet or 
orpiment, the red sulpburet or realgar, and 
the impure sulpburet termed king’s yellow; 
there is moreover a black compound termed 
fly-powder, little known in this country, 
composed of the metal and arsenious acid. 
To each of these, with the exception of the 
last, we shall apply a few observations in 
detail. 

The arsenious acid, when newly pre¬ 
pared, exists in the form of white transpa¬ 
rent, vitreous lumps, which gradually be¬ 
come opaque by keeping. It is usually sold 
as a while powder; when heated to 380° 
Fahr., it is sublimed, and condenses un¬ 
changed in minute octabedres. The taste 
of arsenic has been disputed, but Dr. Chris- 
tison inclines to the belief that it is entirely 
insipid, and that the peculiar taste some¬ 
times attributed to it, depends on the irri¬ 
tation which it quickly causes in the part. 
In this opinion we altogether coincide. The 
arsenious acid of the shops is soluble in boil¬ 
ing water in the proportion of 115 to 1000 
parts, and 20 pans are retained ou cooling; 
• TT 
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temperate water again takes up, in 36 hours, 
lJ-5.t The solubility of the acid in water is 
impaired considerably by the presence of 
various organic materials, such as mucus, 
albumen, or aatrflgent matter. 

The arsenfous acid forms snlta with die 
various salifiable bases, of which the most 
remarkable are the arsenites of silver, cop* 
per, lead, lime, potash, and ammonia, all of 
which may be prepared either by bringing 
the arsenic acid into direct contact with the 
base, or by decomposing a salt of the base 
(such la the muriate of lime, nitrate of sil¬ 
ver, acetate oflead, or sulphate of copper}, 
by means of a soluble neutral avsenite. Ar- 
aenioua acid added by itself to one of these 
salts, produces no decomposition, since its 
affinity for the base is weaker than that of 
the acid with which the base was pre¬ 
viously associated. This fact is of the 
utmost importance, and deserves to be at- j 
ten tively studied. 

The arsenite of copper- is s green com¬ 
pound, formed by adding the arsenite of 
potasb, soda, or ammonia, to the sulphate 
of copper. The arsenite of silver is yellow, 
and formed with the nitrate of silver in the 
same way. The arsenite of lead and lime 
are both while. 

The arsenic acid never comes under the 
notice of the toxicologist in its free state, 
but it frequently occurs combination with 
potash, aa the arsenite of that alkali. This 
compound ia formed by deflagrating arseni- 
oua acid with nitrate of potash, by which it 
obtains another atom of oxygen. Arsenic 
acid is produced, which unites with part of 
the potash, forming a neutral salt; the ni¬ 
trate of silver added to the salt (both in so¬ 
lution), causes the precipitate of a brown- 
rad arse niate of silver. 

Of the aulphurets of arsenic, two only 
•re of toxicological importance, namely, the 
pure orpiment and the impure king’s yellow, 
the former oeeurs abundantly aa a natural 
product, and is artificially produced when 
sulphur is treated with arsenious acid, or 
when sulphuretted hydrogen ia passed 
through a solution of that subBtanoe. Both 
these sulphureU of arseuic arc exceedingly 
soluble in alkaline solutions. 

Such are the several combinations of 
medico-legs! interest, which the metal arse¬ 


nic forms, directly tod indirectly with other 
simple substances. The certain detection 
or recognition of arsenic, whether in sub¬ 
stance or solutions, means the procuring of 
a aubptenoe from which the loeud may be 
obtained, and the identity of the metal is 
afterwords to be proved by the formation 
of as many of its compounds as the quantity 
will admit of. The greater the number of 
the pc compounds obtained, the more per¬ 
fect the evidence of argenio becomes. We 
shall presently ascertain how the search ia 
to be conducted. 

We will now suppose that we are called 
on to examine the content* of the stomach, 
or the vomited matter of *B individual sup¬ 
posed to have swallowed an ir&anical poison. 
In this admixture, the arsenic maybe either 
in the solid or fluid state, It must also be 
recollected, that we should be prepared to 
meet oases in which the fstol preparation 
was not the srsonious acid or common white 
arsenic. Instances are already on record, of 
poisoning by the arsenite of copper, by the 
arsoniate of potass, and by the yellow sul- 
phuret of arsenic. Moreover, when arseni- 
oua acid profjfu fatal, and small quantities of 
it remain Hi'the stomach and alimentary 
canal for some time after death, it is lia¬ 
ble to l»e converted into the rulphuret of 
arsenic by sulphuretted hydrogen gas, na¬ 
turally evolved in these situations. Dr. 
Christison has described some cases of this 
kind. To distihgutsh these in the umnixed 
pure state, is a matter of comparatively 
little difficulty, and fo| this. Dr. Christison 
has given ufl amply adequate directions; 
but the cans is altogether different when the 
poison becomes mingled with the heteroge¬ 
neous organic materials of the alimentary 
canal, and though the merit of’Dr. Chris¬ 
tison's direction* for detecting nrseniona 
acid in such a state of admixture, is of the 
highest character, yet the experimentalist 
will not find in bis work any guide to the 
detection of the sulphuret of arsenic, of the 
arsenite of copper, or the arsenite of pot- 
assa, any or all of which may hare been the 
cause of death, may remain in the stomach, 
and escape detection by this omission. How¬ 
ever, as the arsenious acid is tbe poison 
most likely to demand attention ia this 
country, and as we wish to quote Ur. Chris- 
tuoft’s valuable remarks upon it, we* shall 
restrict ourselves to it akme, in the first 
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place, and We stall subsequently consider aridisthtrtproduced/givingriseiotheform- 
by whatmeans the other preparations may alien ©f the ftraeniate of potash; on dissolve 
be separated from the variom mixtures with tag this in water, and adding rite nitrate of 
which they may be associated. silver, a brick-red precipitate is thrown 

To proceed, therefore, the vomited mat- down—the arseniate of silver. The analysis 
ters, or contents Of the stomach, may eon*- is now logically perfect, sinee all the corn- 
tain arsenious arid, either in the solid or pounds of arsenic have been formed. If, 
fluid statej if solid, it may be so mechani- however, not more than the tenth of a grain 
cally suspended, that it may subside from be procured in the solid form, it should be 
the mixture in an insulated state, and may reduced at ouce> according to the pl*n thus 
be separated by simple decantation. To described by Dr. Chriatison 
ascertain its nature is then simple ; if the . • 

quantity be comparatively large, aay arena "The oaly inatrumsnt which should be 

grain, it ehouldbe divided into two or three ?? i ? eI P?™ , ? oed - *e. iostrq- 

8 ’ - .a » went which the chemist will riways prefer 

peruoaa, one pert ahould > when it H at bond, ia a glaaa tube. When 

mixed with cbaredrd or blank flax (prepared t he quantity of the oxide ia very null, it 
by deflagrating: nitrate ofepotarh on* pare, should net exceed on eighth of an inch in 
with xuperturtrateof potash two parts), and diameter. 

reduced to the metallic itata in the manner “ The proper material for reducing the ox- 
ao beautifully a»4 correctly described by «•« of arseoio i» freshly-ignited chamral. 
Ur. CbriitiaoD iu a ouboeqaoat extract; the W f tU '* whole metal of the 

aecond part ahould ho haled to diatdled Wo- ^ wUch u MOT , ly rXmended, i. in- 
ter till dissolved, and a drop or two of the eligible, if the quantity of oxide ia very 
solution placed on three different watch small ; for only a part of the metal is diaen- 
crystols; to the first ahould be added the gaged, the remainder continuing in the flux, 


■ f 'A - 1 aooma do mixra wim me cuarcaw ar mix 

the other ; the crystal ahould then be agi- before it ia introduced' into the tube; if on 
tated till the several fluids meet, when, if the other hand it is amall, n better plan is to 
the solution he of arsenious acid, a yellow drop it into the tube and cover it over with 
precipitate takes place. The aecond crya- c , l “ re 1 M !- The materiab are tobe iutro- 
*»* should bo similarly treated with the sul* 

phate of copper ana ammonia, when a deep tube it is preferable to use a little brass fun- 
green deposition ia obtained ; the third nel, to which a br?.5B or ailver Wire is pre¬ 
should be treated with a drop of water im- viously fitted, for pushing the matter down 

predated with snlphqwtted hydrogen : do " h ™> t ^kent. 1“ «“« <* •>“» »»>« 
»,,iia'i.i Vti.n. r »i,_. „» the side or the tube 10 kept quite clean, 
cuaer way gas m wllic|l j, , iBl of t e J nM , oeacCi 

a moistened bladder, furmahed with a small pecially wten t!lB - bla( . k j,„ sed . In 
glass lube and stop-cock,*—by compressing delicate experiments the material should 
*bia gently with the band, fc stream can be not lie closely impacted in the tube. By 
c -Cted against the .impacted aolntiou, flr ‘hvbost method of applying heat ia with 
though it ahouid uot bo greater in quantity 

than the 50th part of ouo atop, and a yellow ml ou)rllt , 0 be {,‘„ lcd Ststj „ m) with , 
stain or precipitate will bt instantly pro- very small flame. Afietwardsthe beat should 
duced, if rtrsenious acid be present. be Hpplied to the bottom of the tubs, the 

We have now obtoined tlte metal, the ml- a,m " be * n K previously enlarged by drawing 
phuret of arsenic, .he of copper. ,h. ££ 

nrsemteof aiiver; an.lyai.rsn scarcely be , houW b6 rfa , 0Tc d with .toil of filtering 
more complete, and to render it perfect, it it paper, before a sufficient heat i* applied to 
t - only necessary to deflagrate the remaining sublime the metal. Whenever the dark 
portion with about ten time. its volume of ««•> 10 f «®. thotubethtiuld be held 

nitre in . g,.s tube (by hra.ng the eireed Lt/Inhere precsutloTTw^L^ 
end of tb* tube in the flame ofa Spirit, tdl „„„ ^jifbe p rMU , e d with facility even hr 
the nitre melta, and continuing the heat till t mere tyro in prectieol chemistry, as I hard 
.red fomes cease to be disengaged), Arsenic ascertsined by repeated trials, 

lid 



464 

Sr. Ctntottm bUi ia tiu oumer, ob- 
tnined tt uiMl cfrurt, which weighed 
but the 286th past of a grain, end covering 
o sp*oe of the size of the adjoined psrrilel- 
ogran T" i • Further, heaptly illus¬ 
trates the . possibility of operating on so 
minute e quantity by the vuchanical din* 
•ability of gold, o grain of which can be 
beat into several thousand risible points. 
The obtaining of the crust, however, is not 
sufficient, inasmuch as it has been stated by 
a high authority, though certainly errone¬ 
ously, that reduced antimony will undergo 
sublimation also. Another his also started 
the Objection of the similar appearance 
sometimes produced by charcoal alone. A 
third objects to the stain which is produced 
by heating glass, owing to the deposition of 
charcoal from the flame on its snrfaces. It 
is undoubtedly true, that these lost present 
a highly metallic appearance; discrimina¬ 
tion therefore becomes necessary, end this 
Dr. Christigon (following the judicious sug¬ 
gestion of Dr. Turner) proposes to effect in 
the following manner;— 

*' The best method of applying this part 
of the test, ia to heat the bell containing 
the flux deprived of arsenic, to attach a bit 
of glass tube to its end, and to draw it gently 
off in the spirit-flame, taking care to pre¬ 
vent the flux being driven forward on the 
crust. This being done, the whole crust, 
or, if it is large, a portion of it, is to be chased 
up and down the tube with a small spirit- 
lamp flame, till it ia all converted into a 
white powder. In order to ahow the crys¬ 
talline form of the powder distinctly, let the 
flame be reduced to the volume of a pea by 
drawing in the wick, and let the part of the 
tube containing the oxide, be held half an 
inch or un inch above it. By repeated trials, 
sparkling crystals will at length be formed, 
which are octahedres,—the crystalline form 
of arsenious acid. The triangular faoettes 
*of the octahedrea may be sometimes seen 
with the naked eye, though the original 
crust was only a fiftieth of a grain, or even 
less; and they may be always seen with a 
lens of four powers, the tube being held 
between the eye and a lighted candle, or a 
ray of sunshine, either of which is prefer¬ 
able to the diffuse daylight for making this 
observation. For the success of the oxida¬ 
tion test, it ib indispensable that the inside 
of the tube be not soiled with the flux, if 
the flux contained an alkali; because the 
alkali would unite wilh the oxide, it is 
also requisite not to heat the tube suddenly, 
so as to redden it before the oxide is sub¬ 
limed, because then the oxide unites with 
the glass, forming a white opaque enamel." 


It to pwtatJy **f to go Itojrwd toil. 
•n> eiiuoU Umw W mil, » «i»fto wyitol 
obtained, by introducing with a capillary 
tube into the original tube i lew drops of 
water impregnated weakly with ammonia. 
When the crystalline matter ia dissolved, 
the fluid should be dropped on three watch 
crystals, and the set of experiments per¬ 
formed which have already been described. 

Such is the mode of obtaining unim¬ 
peachable* evidence of the nature of a 
white powder suspected to be arsenic. In 
our account we have gone a little further 
than the eminent author, and introduced 
some manipulatory directions which are not 
to he found iu his text, we allude especially 
to the crystal experiments ; we have also 
omitted the description he gives of a pecu¬ 
liar tube recommended by Berzelius to be 
used in this analysis for the reductions; we 
object to it, from the conviction afforded us 
by innumerable trials, that the beat form of 
tube is one at least six inches long, and of 
the diameter of a middle-sized quill. The 
length especially facilitates the oxidation 
experiment, and prevents the necessity fur 
the awkward, difficult, and inelegant mode 
of drawing out the bulb of the tube Berze¬ 
lius recommends. 

Our space obliges us to pause at this 
stage of the inquiry^ and defer till next 
week our notijfl of themore difficult aud im¬ 
portant analysis of aft- organic mixture, in 
which the arsenic hois either been dissolved, 
or so intimately mixed in the solid state, 
that it is no longer separable by subsidence 
and decantation. 

Before concluding, we avail ourselves of 
this occasion to describe a mode by which 
glass-tubes may be prepared by the rural 
experimentalist in any situation—not so 
regular in diameter, or elegant in shape, it 
is true, as the glass-houses cau furnish, 
but of equal utility in the prosecution of 
analysis. 

A thin, white glass ounce phial should be 
selected for the purpose, and its collar bound 
with a circle of copper wire, to which should 
be attached a second piece of wire about 
three feet long iu the line of the perpen¬ 
dicular axis of the phial. The other end of 
the bottle should also be ftrmlv encompassed 
with wire, with a abort wire terminating in 
a hook. A small loop of iron should then be 
driven into the bed of a smith’s forge, the. 
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pnpma ptM loeiel on, *n4 the whole 
urged to tedueu by t gently iscrewed 
he|t ] the phial yield*, end nay be drawn 
into tubes of nay diameter, by the operator 
taking the long wire, and steadily retiring 
from the fire. When the tube cools, it may 
be cut into pieces by a file, and any of 
these pieces may be hermetically sealed in 
a spirit-lamp flame. It is true that six 
phials may be lost or cracked imthe opera¬ 
tion, and that an hour or two may also he 
spent in futile attempts, but one will cer¬ 
tainly succeed, and it then affords the ex¬ 
perimentalist up abundant supply for his fu¬ 
ture researches. 


Deadly Adulteration and Slow Poisoning ; 
or, Disease and Death in the Pot und the 
llotlle; in which the Blood-empoisoning 
and Life-destroying Adulterations of 
/Vines, Spirits, Pea', 11 l ead, Plour, Tea , 
Sugar, Spices, Cheescmongery, Pastry, 
Confectionary, Medicines, fyc., are laid] 
open to the Public, wiik Tests or Methods 
for ascertaining and detecting the Frau¬ 
dulent and Deleterious Adulterations, and 
the good and bad qualities of those Arti¬ 
cles : with an Expost of Medical Em¬ 
piricism and Impefturff. Quacks and 
Quackery, Regular and Jugular, Legi¬ 
timate and Illegitimate ; mtd the Frauds 
and Mal-practices 0 } Pawnbrokers and 
Madhouse keepers . By an Enemy of 
Fraud and Villsny* London: Sherwood 
and Co. ISmo. pp. 187. J830. 

Wt are too well aware of the great faci¬ 
lity with which epidemic terror is excited 
hy tales of the adulterations in food and 
drink, to leml our pages, to the aggravation 
of the evil upon the outcry of every vi¬ 
sionary,—perhaps knavish declaimed At 
the same time, we consider it a duty never 
to permit a proved fraud of this pernicious 
description to escape unnoticed. We are 
equally enemies to needless alarm, and to the 
too geuerous confidence which is sometimes 
reposed on the caterers of the uecessaries of 
existence. It would be difficult, we believe, 
to determine which of these causes operates 
with the more injurious influence, and it is 
under this conviction that we proceed Id 
bestow a few rem&Tka on the publication of 
' the above oddly designated work. 


•' -.-Vi..** -- ;• 

This strange, hat interesting book, u evi¬ 
dently the production of a man of consider¬ 
able talents/ though whimsical mind, and 
superficial in information on some important 
particulars. He has followed in tho steps 
of the celebrated Aecum to a certain extent, 
and this notorious author be o&tainlj equals, 
if be does not excel him, in the industry 
and sagacity with which he penetrates into 
the arcana of various trades and mysteries, 
the deceptions of which, whether actual or 
pretended, he proclaims to the country ia 
no very complimentary terms. His list of 
adulterations, as may be seen from the title, 
forma a lengthened catalogue, and extends 
almost to every item in our daily consump¬ 
tion. Our bread, our tea and sugar, our 
fruit, wine, cheese, spirits, porter, &c. f nay, 
even our meats, have their several imita¬ 
tion*; nothing that we eat or drink, accord¬ 
ing to the author, has escaped the infernal 
traffickers. We quote, as an example, his 
enumeration of the various alien ingredients 
with which he asserts that gin ia occasionally 
associated 

“ The ripe taste which rum or brandy 
that has been long kept iu oaken casks ob¬ 
tains, is imparted to new brandy and rum 
by means of a spirituous tincture of raisin- 
stones and oak saw-dust. And the water 
distilled from cherry-laurel-leBves is fre¬ 
quently mixed with brandy and other spi¬ 
rituous liquors to impart Lo them the fla¬ 
vour of the cordial called noyeau. Sugar of 
lead not unfrequently forms part of the fla¬ 
vouring ingredients of the retailers’ ruma. 
Bnt the perfection of adulleraliou ia in gin, 
-—cheap giu—“ the real comfort,”—patro¬ 
nized by the poor for its supposed genuine¬ 
ness ! This infernal compound of combus¬ 
tibles is distinguished from the other slow 
poisons to which a large portiou of the 
population of * llie queen of cities/—our 
‘ modern Carthage,’ make themselves the 
willing victims, by the poisonous nature of 
the ingredients of which it ia composed* 
These are the oils of vitriol, turpentine, 
juniper, cassia, caraways, and almonda, 
sulphuric ether or phosphorus, extracts of 
orris-root, angelica-root, capsicums or grains 
of paradise, sugar, and heading. The aid 
of lime-water and of spirits of wine ia also 
invoked iu the course of the operation. The 
purposes of these mischievous ingredients 
are as follow the oil of vitriol is to impart 
pungency and the appearance of strength, 
when the liquor is applied to the noBe, 
while the extract of capsicums or of grains 
of paradise ia designed to perform the same 
office for the taste. The extracts of on is 
and angelica roots give a fulness of body. 
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MMi»t»«dy of inter. Theremaioiog oili 
•WsBwrir* ttrwgilj, 0i« «ig»t W 
<H boaparition, and the time to dSnC the 
urfWwWTtbe epirit; while the sulphuric 
•tbur, phosphorus, and heading. ere intend- 
to give the semblance of being highly 
spirituous, from the fiety teste, and the opr 
pearauce of the light head which is caused 
to appear and remain for tome time on the 
surface of the noxious compound. The in¬ 
troduction of the white awynic is intended 
to promote an irritable and feverish thirst, 
so that the poor deluded consumer may be 
compelled to hare recourse to fresh potation* 
of the ‘liquid fire.”' 

There are many benefits and many corre¬ 
sponding evils, which may arise from such 
statements as those we have extracted, ac¬ 
cording to the deliberation or inconsider- 
ateness with which they are put forth. If 
the fearful and disgusting list be constructed 
upon actual observation,—if chemical evi¬ 
dence, baaed on analysis, be added,—if in¬ 
dividual malefactors be selected and held up 
to public animadversion, then the author 
effects a noble and & patriotic purpose 5 but 
if, on the oontrarv, impeachment* are issued 
against craft and trades, unsupported by 
chemical facts or particular and well-authen¬ 
ticated statements,—or, ns the case may be, 
if these accusations are made for the sinister 
object of extracting a pecuniary income 
from the tribute of general terror and unne¬ 
cessary excitement, then the evil becomes 
paramount indeed; for, while needless ap¬ 
prehension* usurp the place of judgment and 
good sense, fear and disgust convert our 
taost wholesome aliments into poisons more 
pernicious than the adulterations pretended 
to be decried. 

t)n o*e point the author has certainly 
erred, he mixes the innocent with the guilty 
in several of his lists of adulterations, and 
unmindful of the general ignorance which 
prevails cm scientific nomenclature, he 
heedlessly or ignorantly associates the names 
of ingredients, some of the most harmless— 
some of the most pernicious kind. The 
preceding extract exemplifies this particu¬ 
lar fault, and we subjoiu another instance of 
the same description 

> " The * curious old soft-flavoured Cog- 
Jiiac, ten years old,’ of those nefarious 
dealers^ is compounded of Spanish or Bour- 
deaux brandy, neutral-flavoured rum, reoti- 


fled spirits, Rrityh British brandy 

bluer*, charry-uurel-water, extract of al¬ 
mond cake, extftat of aapstouma.ot of grains 
oftHtfadlM, burnt sugar, or colouring uniter, 
B& ttOte rewafllj, tim 'W&cinal' com¬ 
pound, Britiifc bmndy. ia palmed on the 
public for real Cognise brandy. Thia dia¬ 
bolical farrago yaiachwbty* ingredient*, 
which was held forth M the pub5b by inte¬ 
rested individuals concerned in the under¬ 
taking, at ctieotated * entirely to super- 
eede the otoof Cogeico brandy / and ■' likely 
to prove of mat beoefit to the health and 
cmjwt of the poorer and middling classes 
of society/ is compounded of oil of vitriol, 
vinegar, nitrum dulce, tincture of raisin 
stones, tinctura japtralca, cberry-laurel- 
watcr, extrsets of capsicums or of groins of 
paradise, orris-Toot, cassia-buds, bitter al¬ 
mond meal, 'colouring matter, foe., from 
which enumeration of ‘ nefff ’ articles it ap¬ 
pears that this * almost tuperior hmttdy to 
Cognise/ as its modest jfitnufaoturers term 
it, is a slow poison, and equally deleterious 
in its effects, if not mord «o, than that vilo 
composition—‘ oheap gin/” 

One of the most important points to he 
determined in the consideration of such a 
treatise as the present, is of course, the 
veracity of the author; of this, the chief 
evidence of the affirmative in the Case now 
before us is, in the fir** place, the want of 
any evil motive whicbpowld induce him to 
come forward; for, setting u love of mischief 
out of the queation;it may be well supposed 
that the suppression of such disclosures 
might be a much mote profitable traffic lliau 
the sale of the little work in which they arc 
announced. Secondly, be writes iu a lone of 
half-mad honesty, which it is difficult to dis¬ 
believe. On tfie other hand, the principal 
indications fif thoughtlessness (not to say 
worse)., consist in the absence of name* ami 
dates and places from his original statu- 
ments, in the declamatory and puffing stylo 
into which he continually lapses, uud iu the 
want of satisfactory chemical evidence on 
some of the most import ant particulars. Thus 
lie speaks of the adulteration of green Stil¬ 
ton with verdigris, yet conceals the source 
of his information, and adduces no experi¬ 
mental evidence (which might have been 
obtained with so much facility) on the state¬ 
ment he thus circulates, and apparently on 
such questionable grounds. 

Another circumstance, too, which should 
in some degree diminish our confidence in 
this writer's authority, is the inaccurate 
chemical statements he continually thrusts 
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Amid, mi the utter pbjiiologial igno. 
reace lie n freqientiy betnycj tine, It 
]WgaSl, we Sid hbqgMng credence to the 
Hfflchlouc cttfry of ecWeebniag Mia hfflt 
ml ckatk, in oticr fo *Utm their ffkah. 
We hen got apace te aCWot mere rxmipier 
«(thie kind, hat they ateeo ehuadeet, that 
tStjr raeet the eye in nbnuat arery, • ■ 

H* 

Older ell three oino&etancee, h ii aot 
Way to decide oa &s fight id which tine 
pablicatioa elioold be regarded; oar own 
opinion, howerer, wo hero - hraitetioa ia 
declaring to be, that the author ia a correct 
well-meaning iudmdinl, but of tbit claae of 
enggeratlngiltrausta, which magoiSal ter¬ 
ror! of tbia 1 deicriptioU to a most noaienii- 
oil oiled, One serrice ho hsi at aoy rate 
nodared to the puhlio, add to tbia point we 
would eamaatiy solicit the attention of our 
readers, eapeaMfy those eoarersant with 
analytic researches; he baa afforded them, 
in senral exempt*!, a due to the deteotioa 
of eonte iafemons deception., aad hue eat 
them, wo believe, ia the right path for the 
subetiatiatiOd of the charge! which he 
tnguely promulgates. 

in conclusion, though wo hare already 
afforded to the coaeideretioB of thie aubjeel 
a greater epnoetbam it aaay apparently de¬ 
serve, we feet it neoeeesry to prise upon the 
general pabllo, that the >ord “ adnltera- 
tioa” ia not neceaanrey eynonymoua with 
injury to health, and that hundreds of these 
deceptions are ptnUhaed with ths sols view 
of baffling tbs intolerable oppression of hand 
exnetiooe. We can fimey the raletodinsrias 
peruser oft trectilCKkb the present gnap- 
ing ia ignorant borrot at the atory of hia 
porter being •• ndultnmtod" with quo tain, 
hia cheeae tinctured with aietto, or hta 
port-wine roughened by the alcohol infnaios 
or tnnnio; yet these aubatitationa, though 
less delicate to the epicure’s tsate, are as free 
from any nolioua quality ia the proportions 
in wbioh they me smptoyed, ns tho moat 
genuine article which can be procured, tf 
writers on thit eubjeeUepsreted the aoiioue 
from the harmless, sad dealt not so much in 
bypsrbolical deciamstion, there would, at 
ths same time, bn less terror crested, and 
the ends of pshHo juilion would bo more 
effectolil; attained. 
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1 bays before me, Gentlemen*.«i diA&AAed 
heart, which waa sot taken frmMgpiHimt ia 
the hospital, bat was preientew te *ue, by 
the gentleman who attended the patient. 

It is a cue of the most extensive ex¬ 
crescences from the valves of this organ I 
have yet seen. The one 1 showed you the 
Other day i was the most extensive instance 
of the affection I hsd then seen, but this 
Surpasses it. I have never seen any repre¬ 
sentation eqnfl to it in any piste, nor have 
I seen anything like it in any museum. Be¬ 
fore I enter into a description of the esse, I 
wUi show toatul the organ. This ia the left 
ventricle laid open; these ere the three 
sortie valves: and here is the mitral valve. 
The valves of the aorta and the mitral valve 
tre, you know, continuous, and the excre¬ 
scences «re upon both; they are upon that 
portion of the outside of the mitral valve 
which is nearest to the semi-lunar valves of 
the aorta—we might say, upon part of the 
root of the mitral valve. One of the ex¬ 
crescences upon this part is of a most ex¬ 
traordinary length—so long aa to reach con¬ 
siderably more than half way towards the 
apex of the ventricle. You Bee some of 
them upon all the aortic valves, but the 
gTeut mass of them isupou the external part 
of the ring of the mittal valve, nearest to 
the valves of the aorta. 

Through the kiudneaa of the gentleman 
who gave roe this specimen, I had two op¬ 
portunities of listening to the symptoms in 
the man from whom it was taken; one of 
them occurred in July, and one a month 
before his death, which happened about ten 
days ago. He complained of shortness of 
breath, and of debility, and he himself 4*i- 
covered that he had a peculiar sound in hi» 
heart before any practitioner had attended 
him. The sound which hie heart made was 
exactly like that of a pigeon cooing, so that 
on Blinding a foot from the patient you 
might hear it quite distinctly. This sound 
1 examined very accurately, aud found that 
it took place after the pulse. First of all 
there was the stroke of hie heart, and at the 
same moment hia pulse, but sometimes there 
wus a most minute interval between them, 
so that the stroke of the heart was followed 
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instantaneously; it wu all but accompanied 
by the petto at the wrist ; sometimes they 
were observed to bo quite simultaneous *, 
and after the pulse was clearly over, then 
came tbit cooing sound ; after which there 
«n a dead pause; and then the stroke of 
the hesfi bnd the pulse began, followed by 
the Cooing, and this followed by the pause 
again. Lftennee believes that the auricle 
contracts after the ventricle. I was quite 
certain that there waaan hapediment in the 
aiaii's heart, and I wu certain that it arts 
in the left aide, beeassethe sound ara* 
losdestunderthe left cartilage* of the rib*: 
it might hazard alt over, Witwrefeod- 
eat hmfUfk aa you came to the sternum 
and rithreartHages it pnr weaker. Then 
1 could not conceive that it arose from any 
obstruction at the mouth of the aorta, for 
this reason, that it took place after the heart 
bad given its stroke *, or if you choose to 
suppose that there might be an error in that 
respect, and object to this statement, I will 
say that it took place after the pulse at the 
wrist, after the blood had been emitted from 
the ventricle. Another circumstanoe ahowa 
that it could not have ariseu from the mouth 
of the aorta being obstructed; the pulse 
was remarkably full; ii was not such n pulse 
as you have when the blood is so obstructed 
in its course into the aorta os to give a very 
loud sound. You cannot form a perfect idea 
of the state of things from the heart as you 
at present see if. These excrescences now 
look flat, but at the time the body was open¬ 
ed they were full and plump: they have 
now been hardened by spirits, hut before 
that they were all plump, so that at their base 
they presented a cauliflower sort of appear- 
auce, from which a few very long shoots 
extended. The mass, which was so ex¬ 
ceedingly full, solid, and plump, consisted 
of those excrescences which I now show 
yon, and they altogether formed a large 
body. There was thus a considerable mass 
pressing externally upon the mitral valve. 
You see that these excrescences are seated 
on the outside of the mitral valve, and there 
ia apparently no obstruction in the valve 
itself, the opening being as large as natural; 
but when the heart, which is now laid open, 
Was together and entire, this mass of ex¬ 
crescences must clearly have pressed very 
considerably down upon the mitral valve, 
and narrowed the aoriculo-ventricular open¬ 
ing. I do not think that the excrescences 
upon the mouth of the aorta produced any 
obstruction whatever, for you will observe 
that the aorta is clearly enlarged; the ex¬ 
crescences roust have been to a great ex¬ 
tent in the way, but yet the valves are con¬ 
siderably larger than natural; they, and the 
tube of tbe aorta, were so dilated that the 
impediment that would have been afforded 
was obviated. You do not ia any healthy 


heart see valves of thess great dimension*. 
The mouth of the sorts is larger than it 
should be, and there is a full opening and 
s full passage, notwithstanding the excre¬ 
scences, for the blood to escape from the 
left ventricle. But here was s great mass 
of solid matter exactly at the root of the 
mitral valve, and it appeared cerruin that 
these exerted considerable pressor., not on 
the margin of the valve, but rxuctly where 
the blood leaves the left auricle. The ex¬ 
crescence# th« produced the obstruction 
were external to the velfe, but you know 
tbet when there is ire obstruction in the 
mStfsl valve itself, this becomes indurated, 
aed tbe opening into wtrioh I now pare my 
finger becomes s mere slit* It is quite cer¬ 
tain tbst there was no obstruction at the 
mouth ef tbs sort*, because the pulse was 
full, sod the bettows-sound took place dearly 
after it. • 

You observe that the left ventricle ia 
larger than'it should be ; M is dilated, and 
when the heart was first opened it was 
much thicker; now it is condensed by the 
spirit. The signs of hypertrophy were very 
clear. Me had a strong ictiou of the left 
ventricle—a very great impulse, without 
any alteration in tbe usual noise. IV hen 
there is great thickening, without any dila¬ 
tation, you hove a diminution of sound ; but 
when both occurrences take place in equal 
proportion, I believe yott have much about 
the natural sound. Mere the action was 
very great, raising the stethoscope ami the 
head, and it was certain that he was la¬ 
bouring under hypertrophy of the left veil- 
tricle, with dilatation. 

1 will now mention a care which proved 
fatal in the hospital since we last run, for 
the purpose of comparison with this, in¬ 
stead of introducing it ia its regular order. 
A woman was admitted, on the 2d l)ec., 
into WaTy’s Ward, set. 25: she had been 
ill five months. She laboured under disease 
of the heart, and consequent dropsy. In 
her case the symptoms were universal 
dropsy, difficulty of breathing, lohd action 
of the ventricles, and a bellows sound at 
the apexlbf the heart in the situation of the 
left veutricle. Tlieae things frequently oc¬ 
cur in persons aa young as these were—the 
mau being under thirty, and the woman 
under twenty-fire; and they also generally 
occur in consequence of pericarditis, and 
pericarditis as the result or attendant of 
rheumatism. The man whoso heart 1 have 
now shown you had laboured under rheu¬ 
matism, and that he bad had pericarditis 
was indicated by a circumstance which I can 
now show you—the deposition of thick 
fibrins upon the pericardium. This was 
strong presumption of former pericarditis. 
The woman hid bed rheumatism, but not to 
an intense degree. It wss only on ques- 
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tionJng tier very minutely that I could 
discover that she had had rheumatism; 
but she said that she had Imd pains all 
over her—that she had bod pains in her 
back and shoulders, and that her limbs 
had become stiff, hot, and swelled. She 
had clearly had acute rheumatism, but did 
not call it so; and I should have passed it 
over, had I not been aware that few young 
persons have disease of the heart without 
previous rheumatism, end indeed without 
previous pericarditis, amd questioned her 
very minutely. After aft these rheumatic 
symptoms had oocurred, *he began to swell 
tort in the andea, the* higher w» v her 
hnadt became fboit*, «ad when aim was 
admitted to the hospital-Abe had general 
dropsy, a degree^ of feebleness tad fiobbi- 
nees of the vripfr/body, and the heurt beat 
to a greater exhibit than usual. There was 
a louder noitt of the ventricles than usual, 
particularly X thought of the left, and at the 
apex there was § bellows sound. She bad, 
of course, difficulty of breathing, and on 
striking over the region of the heart there 
was a dull sound to a very great extent. I 
considered this woman as labouring under 
pericarditis, in some degree, as well as 
organic disease; for there was tenderness 
over the region of the heart, 1 found the 
chest universally tender on pressure, but 
particularly so over the region of the heart. 
Leeches were applied and colcbicum given, 
aud she was pot on low diet. She became 
very cross and dissatisfied at having low 
diet, and said nothing of that weak kind 
would do for her, And she ought to have 
meat, and wine or porter;. I told her that it 
was not proper for her^ but this made her 
so cross that she fell intoevident passion 
after 1 left the ward, aud 1 was informed 
that she agitated herself to such an excess 
that pain in the region of the heart came, on, 
and Mr. Whitford, jun. applied sixteen 
leeches in consequence. In a few hours 
al ter this pain had begun aha suddenly ex* 
pired, and 1 have no doubt that the woman 
died from mental emotion. Whan a person 
iB labouring under disease of the heart, no¬ 
thing is more dangerous for them than to 
suffer considerable emotion of any kind. 

On opening the body both ventricles were 
found dilated; the left so much so, that the 
apex had become excessively thin, and no 
doubt, if she had lived much longer, the 
heart would have hurst at that spot. The 
bellows sonnd in her case did not occur as it 
did in the mau ; it took place at the moment 
of the pulse. I see, in the note which 1 
made on her admission, that 1 have entered 
“ loud action at the left ventricle, with a 
bellows sound at the apex.” The valves of 
the aoYta were found considerably diseased. 
The specimen, I thought, was put away 
carefully, but 1 am afraid it is now lost} 
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the man who was entrusted with it has lost 
it. It was a beautiful specimen, though 
mbch inferior to that which I have exhibit¬ 
ed ; I should have felt great pleasure in 
comparing them together, because the bel¬ 
lows sound was heard at two distinct times: 
in the man it took place immediately after 
the pulse, and presented a cooing sound; in 
the woman it occurred at the time of the 
pulse, and was a blowing sound. In the 
women no disease of oth* organs was foiwd. 
The month of the aorta wa» not dilated in. 
her case, so as to make up for the obstruct 
lien which arose from the exerenraeut ef 
the valves. No excrescences giy«^«]Mptiiro 
mitral valve, except a email ptigjkn-at-'the 
margin, which, however, cleenywwU.net 
herein the least interfered with the fraction. 

A large quantity of dear yellowish 
existed ift the pericardium. 

I now proceed, Gentlemen, to take a 
hasty re vie# of the esses which have been 
presented, hare not yet been spoken of 
inmy lectori#. 

CASES OP IMPETIGO AUD ECZEMA.—DISEASES 
Of THE SKIN OENEBALLV. 

Among the women two cases were pre¬ 
sented of impetigo, and they were exceed¬ 
ingly interesting, not na being illustrative of 
the disease, because that is so common that 
no one can be long without an opportunity of 
seeing it; but from the success of the treat¬ 
ment which was adopted, from the illustra¬ 
tion it affords of the success which generally 
follows a particular mode of treating tho 
disease. You are aware that impetigo is a 
pustular disease, that it is not contagious, 
and that it is characterized hy those pustules 
which are called psydracia ; that is to say, 
by small pustules very little raised. In por- 
rigo the pustules are acuminated, and some 
of them being pointed, are called achores ; 
or else they are large, and called faui , the 
scabs which are formed being full of little 
cells like the honey-comb. But in impetigo 
the pustules are psydracia ,—small pustules, 
not pointed, and very little raised. The 
disease for the most psrt becomes chronic; 
and unless you adopt ono particular sort of 
treatment, it is often a very obstinate affec¬ 
tion. The girl of whom I am wow about to 
speak, was admitted with impetigo of her 
arms and various other parts of her body, / 
found that she had headach ; that she was 
heavy, drowsy, sometimes giddy, and that 
her pulse was full ; she was therefore bled 
in the arm, and the blood was buffed und 
cupped. The treatment consisted in putting 
her on low diet, bleeding her from time to 
lime (the blood was always buffy, nnd some¬ 
times cupped), and giving her mercury mo¬ 
derately. By perseverance in this treat¬ 
ment, and nothing more than this, the girl 
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got so well flrnt it was not worth while to I line been ible to diaeovef*the held mock 
keep her in the hospital any longer, end she more frequently suffer! than the abdomen. 
w*» presented on the Snd of December. # Tkeae two palieuts had no tenderness of the 

* Tim ess*-of * woman in the same ward epigastrium, and in a very great number of 
was simitav only that she pustules were not cs^ea yen will not find signs of inftamma- 
■o My defined; their content! were in tioa there; but yon very frequently find the 
Me measure watery, and you therefore head disturbed; and even in those cases 
had just u ranch reason to call it eczema as where the stomach, end intestines are in¬ 
impetigo. You know that in ectsma there flamed, you will find that the head also fre- 
are not pustules, but vesicles, with s cousi- quently suffers. I can only speak from what 
datable degree of itfflammatioft around them, I observe ; and certainly, in my praotice in 
just bs in impetigo^ but the two diseases London, it is the head than suffers in these 
run iiito each other, There is one form of diseases, from an inflammatory condition 
ecxsma so much like impetigo, that Dr. internally, much more than any other part, 
Wiiis a, fitki i invaluable work (we possess However this may br, you will be surprised 
othewm»^ent l whieharfialsoe*oellent), to see the blood huffed end cupped so fre- 
calls it eem^aimjwtiginodu ; but they are quently as itis. Often in lepra, psoriasis, im- 
the same affectum, with this only difference, petigo, &c* of many montiia', and even of 
tliat sometimes the contents are aerous, and many years’ duration, do 1. find the blood 
sometimes purulent The treatment, so far bnffed and cupped. You will find, what- 
at I have observed, is exactly the same, ever treatment you adapt, and whatever 

* i w . omau P ut , on l° w diet like the good it may do, it will often ultimately fail 

prl; she had been ill four months before in effecting a cure, unless you put the pa- 
lier admission, without any. improvement tient under anti-inflammatory treatment. I 
taking plaoe; she was bled, and the blood believe you will fail in this disease, as in 
was buffed and cupped j she was put on low epilepsy, with msny excellent drugs, through 
diet, snd mercury was given in small quan- the inflammatory state of the system not 
toties, so ts slightly to affect her mouth, being sufficiently attended to. Farther, 
She came in on the 11th November, and though you both bleed and purge, you will do 
was presented all but well (ao well that it little good if you allow the paueuta diet, the 
would have been an abiurdity to have kept direct tendency of which into counteract tlm 
berm the house) on the 2nd December. /» effect of theae measures. It is necessary to 
her case that dtere, heat of bodp t headack, put the patient on moderate diet, to take 
gtadmeu, and thusL _ away some of his stimuli,—his wine, beer, 

JVow in many books written on diseases of spirits, and sometimes his meat,—snd por- 
the skio, there is this great defect, that they haps to bleed him from time to time. The 
do not point out that certain internal parts, state of the skin will frequently not indicate 
or the constitution, in this disease, is ao bleeding, when the Aeadach, drowsiness, 
frequently m an inflammatory state ss it is. and vertigo, do; aad tbus a course of auti. 
Ihe rreach seem to be aware of the fre- phlogistic treatment is often demanded in 
quenoy of internal affection; but they nay cutaneous diseases. The French are quite 
that it is always the stomach and intestines aware of the necessity of bleeding in cuta- 
tbat are inflamed, that thue is a gastro-ente- neons' diseases, but they bleed locally, by 
ntis, and that this gives rise to the heat, the application of leeches around the aft'ect- 
nausea, oppression, and so forth. However, ed spots, or to the epigastrium; and though 
1 am satisfied of the necessity of considering doubtless they effect great good, yet you 
cutaneouB diseases in a more pathological will find that bleeding at the arm is fre- 
pmnt than they frequently are regarded. It quently necessary on account of the state of 
la highly proper to know their external the head, and that,it answers every pur- 
ehsrocter* very minutely, for that enables pose. In miny chronic diseases of the skin, 
us to recognise and distinguish them, and where even no inflammatory signs appear in 
to communicate our idea* of them to each the head or abdomen, venesection at once 
other; but if we go no farther than the va- lessens the redness, heat, and itching, and 
nety of their external characters—-if we will soon cure the disease. In some of the 
merely speak of them as naturalists (dare 1 best books, even the inflammatory state of 
nse the term 1), we shall form but a very in- the skin itself is scarcely attended to; or if 
diftprent conception of the diseases ; it is its existence is implied, it is not dwelt upon 
absolutely necessary to lake a pathological as important in many chronic cutaneous dis- 
view of them, and consider the whole state eases; when also in tarsal affection is men- 
ot the syatem. You will continually find tioned, it is too frequentlv described as 
that the affection is much more than skin cessing on the appearance of the eruption, 
deep ; you will continually find, even when or its true character is not minutely given, 
cutaneous affections have long been chronic, snd post-mortem appearances a re ubt de- 
some signs of an inflammatory state of the scribed, even with respect to measles, aesr- 
ayslem, particularly of the head* As far as let fever, or small-pox. Even so common snd 



m 


THE ttnar; AND ANEMIA* 


»to«eefct I diastM u urticaria i> often im¬ 
perfectly described; the inflammation and 
•welling of the tongue and fauces, such oc¬ 
casionally a a cause great distress,are pissed 
over, and, necessarily, the frequent cupped 
and huffy state of the blood, since venesec- 
lion is not attended to, although, even when 
the disease has arisen from something that 
has been swallowed, it presently causes the 
acute form to recede, frequently the same 
day,—not unfrequently indeed while the 
blood ig flowing, and the patient is thus 
saved many duys of misery. 

All diseases of the skin, however, are not! 
inflammatory, neither do they all require 
antiphlogistic treatment. They resemble 
dropsies, discharges from mucous mem¬ 
branes, haemorrhages, and most other dis¬ 
eases ; some ace inflammatory, and are to be 
cured only by bleeding, purging, and low 
diet: some are attended by no inflamma¬ 
tion, but hy debility, and require stimulants 
and tonics : some demand a middle course,; 
consisting of moderates antiphlogistic*, with ! 
tonics and stimulants; some, though inflam¬ 
matory, have something more than inflam¬ 
mation iu them, and cannot be cured by 
bleeding, while others are greatly influenced 
by specific or other peculiar drugs, and will 
yield to those ouly, though they will do so 
sometimes the more readily if antiphlogis- 
tics art 1 also had recourse to. In this parti¬ 
cular form of disease^ impetigo, or eczema, 
which bears so strong a resemblance to it, 
when so far of an impetiginous character, 
that you may call it ecsematk impetigo, you 
will tiud mercury of greut use. Jn many 
cutaneous diseases mercury is of no service, 
but that is not the case la impetigo. When 
1 have backed meicury by moderate bleed¬ 
ing, and by moderate diet, I have generally 
found it answer excellently well in this dis¬ 
ease. 

With/Aspect to local applications, it is 
necessary to remember that stimulants are 
for the most part injurious. . 'There is irrita¬ 
tion enough of the skin already, and that 
you must soothe. Frequently 1 have tried 
cold soft water,'not pump or hard water, 
with the most beneficial results, ami this 
you will find one of the best applications 
that cun be employed* If you apply any¬ 
thing else, I think starch, or the oxyde "of 
xiuc, unswers very well. If the patient’s 
skin he not irritated by greaso, unguentum 
Kind is one of the best ointments you can 
resort to. Dilute solutions of the chlorides 
fcre sometimes beneficial. Although strict 
antiphlogistic remedies are so often indis¬ 
pensable in this and other cutaneous dis¬ 
eases, an opposite state of the system is 
continually seen; that is, a state of the 
system in which tonics and good Irving are 
demanded. 


CASE OV AM*VOHaH«*.-»Air£HXA* 

There was presented during the week on* 
other woman, and she laboured under ame^- 
norrheea. It seemed to be an amenorrhma 
arising|from a deficiency of blood and of ac¬ 
tivity, and on tbat account I gave her steel, 
and she very soon got well enough to go out. 

You are swan that the treatment of ame- 
nonrhoa must he very different in different 
circumstances. Sometimes it will occur 
from a fulness of the whole system Mid of 
the uterus; but in other eases it will occur 
from an opposite cause \—it will arise when 
the whole system is in a state of, debility, 
when -there is too little blood, and vhfttthfffti 
is, is of a watery character. oases 

it is best to open a vein, or to apply cupping- 
glasses to the loins, while in others the 
treatment must consist in furnishing the pa¬ 
tient with strength and blood wherewith to 
menstruate. This woman was aged ig, and 
had beeu ill six months; she was admitted 
on the ltith of November. She was pale 
and excessively weak, and the case was one 
indicating the propriety of strengthening 
measures. She took two drachms of subcar¬ 
bonate of iron three times a day, and went 
out on tbe Sod of December. 1 met her in 
the street a day or two ago, looking perfectly 
well. A state analogous^ this often occurs 
when the spleen is enlarged and indurated. 
Sometimesthere is a disease which is pe- 
©uliaily called anemia, cases of which have 
been described by Dr. Combe, in the “ Edin¬ 
burgh Medioo-Chirurgical Transactions,” 
and by the French. In all these, the blood 
has been observed to be deficient both in 
tenacity and redness; hence the waxen hue 
of the surface; and it is attended by de¬ 
bility, faintness, a very excitable pulse, and 
respiration; in short, by all the effects ob¬ 
served after hremorrhage, or after excessive 
loss of blood, for it comes to tbe same 
thing, whether the blood which is made is 
lost, and supplied hy au excess of serum, or 
whether blood is generated of loo serous s 
character. In France, the esses of anremia 
occurred in persons who worked in a par¬ 
ticular gallery of the coal-mines near Vt- 
lencieuues. The affection, however, which 
is much theraore frequent, is that of young 
females, called cMtnosw. lint chlorosis may 
occur in males. I do not mean to say that 
males experience a want of menatruation, 
but a state of the whole system, just the 
same as that of females in chlorosis, happen* 
sometimes in males, in all these cases it 
has been shown that iron is the best thing 
that con be employed. In the Frenoh cases, 
the whole of their treatment was unsuccess¬ 
ful till they exhibited iron, and these occur¬ 
red twenty years ago, Mercury did serious 
injury. With respect to tbe anosmia with 
enlarged spleen, you will find great advan- 
| tag a from iron; thia is particularly mention* 
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ed by Professor Tomassini, in bis Clinical 
Reports; in chlorosis it is the best medicine 
thtt can be given ; for the chronic state, fal¬ 
lowing excessive loss of blood, it is ooe of 
the best remedies; these ere all of them 
forms of anaemia, and in the chlorosis of this 
female it answered admirably. 


oo UT. 

Among the men presented was s case of 
gout; the occurrence of which, in the hot. 
pita], is s great rarity. While Sir Gilbert 
Blane was physician to this hospital, a pe¬ 
riod of. leg^years, he never had a case of 
gout, whfljfiL in private practice, Le bad 
nearly 154^This shows the great influence 
of oujr habits upon this disease. The poor 
in this oountry never drink wiue, but con¬ 
sume malt liquor and spirits; whereas the 
rich drink very little of the two latter, 
while they consume a great deal of the 
former. The poor drink beer and spirits 
enough to produce the gout, if those liquors 
had the property of causing it; and many 
of them follow such sedentary occupations 
that we cannot say the power of these fluids 
is always counteracted by hard work. This 
is only the third caae that 1 have seen here, 
during the eight years that I have been 
physician to the in-patients of (hehospital. 
When it has occurred in patients in St. 
Thomas’s, I believe it has been referable 
either to poor people having been in par¬ 
ticular situations, where they were able to 
procure wine, or from their having a .strong 
natural, and often hereditary tendency to 
gout. Many persons in the higher classes 
live most abstemiously, but they neverthe¬ 
less have the gout. W hen the affection has 
hereditarily got into the system, it will take 
two or three generations before it can he 
eradicated. I have seen thin and ab¬ 
stemious persons labouring under gout, 
and they have been under the necessity of 
taking wine in moderate quantities, on ac¬ 
count of the weakness of tkeir constitution. 
This mnn laboured under acute gout of the 
hands, which were greatly swollen, red, hot, 
and shining; it originally began in the great- 
toe, in the middle of the night; he bad hod 
many fits, and they had long begun at nightJ 
He would go to bed well, and awake with 
violent pain, the parts being red, hot, and 
shining. He had been subject to the disease 
for about five years, and suffers two or three 
attacks annually; he was sixty-six years of 
age. By the treatment adopted he soon got 
the better of the complaint. He was treated 
by vinum colchici, exactly as we give it in 
acute rheumatism, and as soon as it began 
to purge him he got well; he took half a 
drachm three times a-day. lie was admit¬ 
ted on the 18th of November, and presented 
oa the 2d of December. In two days the 


medicine began to purge him, and then he 
took it but twice a-day, and went on well. 

(There was a man admitted on the 18th 
November, and presented ou the 2d Decem¬ 
ber, who laboured under gastritis and bron¬ 
chitis. The symptoms were, greet tender¬ 
ness of the stomach, with heat there and up 
the throat; sickness, and at the same time 
short respiration, with copioua expectora¬ 
tion and sonorous rattle; all over the chest 
a sonorous rattle was heard. He got well 
in the usual way, simply by bleeding, starv¬ 
ing, and a few doses of calomel. 

DIARIIHWA* 

In Jacob's Ward four cases were pre¬ 
sented : one a case of moderate pleuritis, 
which was easily cured, and ooc of continued 
fever, which was as easily got the better of. 
'Tlte other two cases were of some little in¬ 
terest. The one was a case merely of diar¬ 
rhoea, but when the man Ctme into the house 
I examined his chest very carefully, or I 
might have supposed that he had disease of 
the lungs. On listening, his lungs proved 
to be sound. He said, however, that he lmd 
violent diarrhwa, and a cough, and that his 
legs were swollen. It is common for pa¬ 
tients to apply at the hospital with phthisis 
who never Bpeak of expectoration or cough, 
but only of purging. This is sometimes 
done from srlifioe, os they know that we do 
not admit patients with phthisis, because 
we can do them nofobd. Others, however, 
suffer so much fronilhe dmrrhcca,—it causes 
them so much trouble.—tbatthey forget the 
trouble of coughing t«d difficulty of breath¬ 
ing so that when patients come with swol¬ 
len ley,s and purging; We are always very 
suspicious that they have phthisis. This 
man’s pulse was quick, and so far he had 
some signs of phthisis, heat, diarrhoea, swell¬ 
ing of the lega j and he said he had cough, 
and Borne little expectoration. On examin¬ 
ing the chest, however, the sound proved to 
be perfectly healthy throughout, and I there¬ 
fore concluded that by ouring the diarrhoea, 
I should cure him altogether, and that his 
cough and expectoration were insignificant, 
and only mentioned from my questioning 
him closely as to tljeir existence; this was 
effected simply by giving him opium and 
good nourishment. The cough and expec¬ 
toration 1 could neveT observe, and, as he 
gained strength, his legs ceased to swell. 

lumbago. 

I admitted, at the same time, a case of 
lumbago of great violence, which was pre¬ 
sently cured by what you will often find 
very appropriate treatment. The man wag 
brought to the hospitable unable either to 
sit or stand; lie was supported by two per* 
sons, when I first saw him, on the edge of a 
bench, and he was drawn so much back 
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from the violenoa of the pain, that, at first the admission of six case* during the pre- 
sight, he appeared to be labouring under ceding week. Among the women was a 
opisthotonos. His faee was expressive of case m dilatation of the heart, and disease 
the most violent agony; hie features were of the aortic valves (of which I have 
oontracted, and he roared oat with pain, spoken), and a case of epilepsy. Among 
He was drawn back so much that I thought the men wae another ease of epilepsy, e 
it right to ascertain instantly whether there very curious case, in which the fits were 
was any tetanic affection. I found there preceded by a peculiar sensation, commeac- 
was no affection of the lower jaw, a aymp- ing in the foot, running up the leg, and 
tom which is usually present when tetanus reaching the epigastrium, and then followed 
exist* in any part of the body; I looked at by a fit; there was a case of chronic bron- 
Lis hands and his feet, and. I found no in. chitis, and chronic inflammation of the Wind- 
jury there. Upon further inquiry, I found pipe and larynx, and a very curious case of 
that he sweated profusely. To ascertain spasmodic cough. 

whether the case was one of nephritis, 1 With respect to the case of epilepsy, yoia 
asked if he had pain in the course of the know that epilepsy is sometintift preceded 
ureters, and down the inside of the thighs; by a peculiar Sensation, gcnejjw is if an 
if he had retraction of the testicle, or if he insect were crawling along thesun. You 
had a frequent desire to make water; end cannot trace it in the coarse of any pavticu- 
if the pain was confined to one side of his 1 st nerve ; it seems rather to be a sensation 
body, and if he vomited. To all these things in the Bkin. Sometimes it has its origin 
he answered in ilia negative; there was uo from some cause operating in the part where 
reason to suppose that lie had nephritis; it arises, but in other cases the cause appears 
the case negatively, therefore, appeared to to be in the head. There is an instance 
be one of acute lumbago, acute rheumatism mentioned by Dr. Curry, at Guy’s Hospital, 
of the loins ; and there was tenderness over of this aura, as it is called, rising from the 
all the loins, and profuse sweating, exactly extremities, where, after death, a little tu¬ 
ns in acute rheumatism of any port, lit mour was found in the head. Now in this 
acute lumbago, the heat of the body is some- man the circumstances are similar. He had 
times very great, and the pulse very quick : pitched on the front of the heed, and in con- 
1 hire seen the one at 10b and the other at seqtteuce there had been first the usual 
160 degrees. He was instantly cupped over symptoms of concussion, and after that vio- 
the part to a pint; be had three grains of lent pains of the head, which lasted for 
opium, and then half;a drachm of vinum some time. To these was added epilepsy, 
cotchici, and the latter* was repeated every and the fits have been always preceded by 
eight hours; he was instantly relieved, ou this peculiar sensation of trickling or creep, 
tho secoud day, was able to sit up, and ou jug about the root of the great-toe. It then 
the ^nd December ha was presented per- ruus along the inner part of the foot, behiud 
fectiy well, having been well six days. I the inner ancle, along the leg inside the 
thought it Tight, however, tn keep hiiu in knee, then inside the thigh, end as soon as 
the hospital, lest there should be a return it gets to the epigastrium, he falls down; 
of the complaint from his catching cold, die case is attended with violent pain of the 
This is a description of a case to which you head, and violent vomiting. We must sup- 
may frequently be called ; and if only trifling pose that a chronic organic disease is set up ; 
measures are resorted to, it may run on for at any rate there is an inflammatory state of 
u considerable time; 'but you produce great the head. The man is much better, though 
comfort to the patient, and may gain con- I doubt whether he will be cured even by 
siderable credit to yourself, by using active rigid antiphlogistic means. 

measures. If I baa only taken six or eight — - 

ounces of blood from hia back, or had given spasm of the uand and foot. 
him merely a few grains of Dover’s powder, During the week there were six cases 
it would have done him no good ; but, from disposed of; four cases weut out of the bos- 
his general strength and his age, it made pital, and two patients died. One patient 
no difference whether he lost a pint of who went out of the hospital was a woman, 
blood or not. He was shortly after able to to whose case I directed your attention at 
walk about, and was very grateful for the the time of admission ; her disease consist- 
good done to him. The treatment was sim- ed of spasm of one hand und one foot. I 
pie, but from making ft correct diagnosis, mentioned that the woman was brought in 
and then putLiug the simple means which with her huud and foot completely turned in, 
were required into full force, it was auc- and stated that this was an occurrence 
cessful. which we sometimes see during and after 

—— coutinued fever; I also stated that I found 

, epilepsy , she had extremo tenderness at the nnpo of 

. If I had had the pleasure of meeting you the neck, with pain there and at the occiput, 
last Monday, I should have had to report The disease 1 considered to be, in a great 
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ineasure, irritation of the nemi which son- open hi*face. I employed as a local applies* 
ply the muscles of extension of the right tion sulphur oiutment, and be was toon cored; 
extrei&ttef. I told you that t afcould pro- But after the essence of the disease had 
bahly cure her, as the disease was recent, been got the hotter of, fear of five pustules 
by antiphlogistic measures directed to the were toft, and it appeared dear to me that 
beck of the head: this was the case. She theae continued from the friction that Waa 
was well bled at the back of the head and being employed, and that they would not 
neck; I ordered her to he leeched every get well if the mechanical irritation were 
day; a large number of leeches to be applied continued. By employing a simple dress- 
there, after one cupping to the amount of a ing of the some ©iritifctifit, nnd allowing no 
pint; the first bleeding caused her hand friction, they speedily healed. He had a 
to become straight; two grains of oatomel little ulceration of the leg, but it wts not of 
wens given twice a day till her mouth be- a specific character, hating beeu excited by 
came affected, and twenty leeches were daily bis stocking, and it soon got Well. There is 
applied to the occiput from the 11th to the one peculiar circumstance in itch ; I never 
23d Not*m||r : by that time she was much saw it attack the face. When a person is 
improved ;Vn>e domestic calamity', how- labouring under itch, be may have an crap* 
ever, happened at home, and the poor woman tion of the face just the some an other peo- 
was obhgvd to go. She fett very grateful pie; you may are a little acne on the face, 
for the benefit she had received. * Sbe had or ten thousand things may bo observed 
suffered violent pain from tension, oa the there, hut the true itch very rarely sf- 
foot had been bent in so much. The pain fects the face, for 1 neriefc »aw an instance 
was gone off; there was a diminution of the of It there, 
contraction, and she was really approaching •' 

to a cure very rapidly *, and I dare **y that pat rirATitift Of the heart. 

by this time she would have been well, hut There were two Other cases presented, 
for the unfortunate circumstance of her being one of which was rheumatism with coldness, 
obliged to go home, and look after acn&e of'and for which stimulating remedies were 
bet family, employed ; but the man got clothed by the 

■■■■■ ■ . Lord Mayor, and he speedily left (he hos- 

itc.h. pita!. The otherwasn cate of nervous fiul- 

There was a case of pustular itch present- pitation of the beak. X ou will continually he 
ed, of which I spoke at the time of the pa- consulted by persons for mere Hervoire pnl- 
tient's admission. You are aware that the pitation—functional, disturbance of the or- 
itcb often puts on a form which nearly dis- gan. In this case ihe palpitation arose from 
guises it; it is accompanied by largo* pus- nervousness. Yob Will find the heart beating 
tules, • which are called phlifiacin ,—large more quickly than natural, and with a loin.’i-r 
pustules, with a hard base, more or loss in- sound, but you will flot obserro a greater 
flamed, and well distended with pus. Now action at one paaf tliM another, nor will the 
the itch is sometimes of this highly inflam- sound appear loudest ftt one particular situ- 
matory nature, so that what would be veai- ation. The whole of the heart appear* to bu 
cles, from the violence of the inflammation in a stste of morbid-irritability, and thecon- 
becomes pustules; but you will generally, in sequence is, that every part acts more ener- 
these cases, ascertain the true nature of the getically than it. should. In organic disease of 
disease by observing that these pustules beset the heart there iiperha|Mottepnrtactinginf>re 
most particularly the hands and wrists, the than the other—oneVWftricle, one auricle ; 
feet aud ancles: and then, in the most usual or if the disease be excessive, you may have 
situations of itch, tbe roots of the thumbs both ventricles, or an auricle and a ventricle, 
and great toes, between tbe fingers, tbe or an auricle and both ventri< lea, in a state 
wrist, and in the axilla, you find minute vesi- of morbid actidh, acting with morbid force 
cl**,—little elevations with watery heads, or sound ; but it 1* very rare to meet with 
some With a black speck on their summit, and this circumstance Occurring at every part of 
all the vesicles and pustules are attended the heart. In organic disease, if yoti have hv- 
hy violent itching—not by the tingling of pertrophy, tbe sound is lessened though the 
nettle rash, bat by violent itching. It is force is increased ; and if the pan he dilated, 
necessary to observe, that in all cutaneous you find not only a local increase of sound, 
diseases, if you carefully look all over the but frequently a dead sound on percussion, 
body, you will somewhere find the disease showing that there is too much solidity in 
in its true and real character. In this man the chest. Frequently a preternatural south! 
there were these large postuloA, but between is beard in the heart, from obstruction to 
them there were small vesicles with watery the blood; hut in this patient there wns ntf 
heads: soma of them had lost their beaus preternatural sound, no deficiency of sound ; 
from the man'* scratching, and had become the action was not more violent at one par- 
black points: tbe itching was extreme, ticular part than at another, it il by these 
There was some upon hi* breast, but none negative circumstances, a* well it by the 
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ftbacfte. of Mlmoony ifbdlon ad dropty. I 
that you will Meertain tbe trot nature of the ] 
disease* You may be quite right in saying 
that the case it one of narrow irritation, and 
ret the person after a time may hare organic 
disease of the heart, because when the heart 
has been labouring under morbid irritability 
fora length of time, it is very possible for 
one part to gire way, end to have organic 
disease set up. This man bad pricking pains 
orer the heart, which is a common symptom 
in Dervous palpitation of that organ. There 
is nothing dangerous in this particular symp¬ 
tom. but the pricking pains are sometimes 
excessively troublesome. Tiiat this has not 
any.thing to do with organic disease of the 
heart 1 am quite certain, because, many 
years ago, 1 noticed it over and over again 
in persons who are now perfectly well. The 
treatment in the case oi this man consisted 
in the local application of leeches over the 
region of tbe heart, in keeping him very 
quiet, and in keeping his bowels open. 
Upon this very simple fit* he speedily got 
so much better, that it iwjjl not worth while 
for him to stay any long** in the hospital. 

CERlftBAL OrSEASE. 

During the past week two deaths occur¬ 
red, the one from phthisis, chronic peripneu- 
mony, and chronijc pleuritic in a man ; the 
other iu a woman fron^; epilepsy, but whom 
I never saw. She was admitted one day 
after ray visit, and it SjN» represented that 
she had bad a fit of epftmiy in the street; 
tlmt she bad been ineengimeV hud been con¬ 
vulsed, had foamed at the mouth, and had 
bitten her tongue. Aftflf'beiug put to bed 
she came to herself, and was sitting up, 
nothing having been given to her but a dose 
of aperient medicine, and she said that aim 
then had nothing the matter with her. 
While, however, she was sitting up in bed, 
aim fell back, I understand, and died. On 
opening the body, (he criati galli of the 
ethmoid booe was tfttfous, and the dura 
mater, where it was attached to this part, 
had become of great thickness and hardness. 
The corresponding part of tbe brain on one 
side, that is, the inferior part of the ante¬ 
rior lobe on one aide, was thoroughly soften¬ 
ed. Her history was not known, and I can¬ 
not tell whether she had had epileptic fits 
before ; it appeared that there was uo para¬ 
lysis, for she talked und moved her extre¬ 
mities very well, nnd did not complain of 
any-thing after the fit was over, The soft¬ 
ening of the brain moat probably had taken 
place in consequence of the disease of the 
mim mater and the ethmoid bone. I pre¬ 
sume the part of the brain next the diseased 
membrane and bone had become diseased 
firat, because when I have seen caries of 
the temporal bone, which 1 have more than 
•ace m disease of die ear, the brain which 
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was nearest to k likewise became diseased. 
With respect to the sudden cause of death t 
Tbe left ventricle of the heart was not found 
empty at is usual, but filled with blood ; it 
was not edatracted at the time of death, and 
it is probable that the heart suddenly «*** 
to act There waa so disease whatever 
ibond in the heart. I presume the affection 
in this ease must have hem sympathetic, 
that the state of the brain mast have ope- 
rated upon the heart, and paused it suddenly 

to stop. 


OBSTETRIC AUSCUU|Mg?S* 
Reply o/D».Kb*nedy to Dr.Naoes. 


To tkt Editor of Tan Laucxt. 

Sir,—I confess I ftlt somewhat surpris¬ 
ed on reading a paper in your publication of 
the 18th ia*t, on obstetric auscultation, 
purporting to be written by a gentleman 
signing himself David C. E. Nagle, A.M., 
M.D., T.CJp. How this gentleman could 
have ao grossly (I regret being obliged to 
Use the expression) misrepresented*** 10 
observations and facts set forth in n paper 
which I some time since published ia tbe 
fifth volume of the Dublin Hospital Reports, 

I am st a loss to conceive. That his doing 
so could not, however, have arisen from his 
not understanding me is, I fear, but too 
evident; as it certainly required more inge¬ 
nuity to misconstrue, and more art to per¬ 
vert facts and statements as he has done, 
than could possibly be necessary to compre¬ 
hend them. 1 should therefore deem a 
lengthened refutation of his paper not oAly 
unnecessary, but unbecoming, and shall 
merely point out a few of his most palpable 
misstatcmenta> and beg to refer those who 
may feel interested iu the subject, to the 
paper which 1 have already published. He 
asserts (pages 396 and 899) that I, with Dr. 
Ferguson, assume tbe " dangerous theory ” 
that the placental sound should be consider¬ 
ed an unquestionable test of impregnation ; 
this I deny, these are ray expressions:— 
“The placental soufflet (laken in conjunc¬ 
tion with the other symptoms of preg¬ 
nancy) will tend much to strengthen the 
opinion of the presence of this state. The 
co-existence of the fatal pulsation with the 
soufflet of course decides tbe question, but 
with regard to the latter taken separately, I 
Will go so far as to any, that were all the 
other symptoms of pregnancy absent, and 
that this could be distinctly perceived, I 
should at least withhold ray opinion until 
a sufficient time hod elapsed to place the 
f matter beyond • doubt.” See Dahlia Hoi* 
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p\ul Reports, tq\.v„ page 258-9 ; see oko 1 sounds, from their lesemblwce to the pit* 
page# *55 wed 25?, where such “ dan* cental souftet, seven* of which l instanced, 
geroua theory ” is not only disclaimed but 1 So much for misstatements end suppressions 
actually condemned. Again he advances, with regard to myself. I ahall now notice, 
page 398, “ That persona, if influenced by very briefly, a few of thoas general atate- 
»y theory, at he styles it, respecting the meats which are ao palpably opposed to fact, 
quality of the souffiet affording a sure i*di- that I should deem myself culpable in pass- 
cation ^ tlie life or death of a foetus ‘in ing them over without some remark. He 
utero/ would be liable to fall into very aaya that the “ bellows sound (or souflet) 
serious and egregious errors." That I it heard in ninety-nine cases out of every 
support any such theory or hold any sueh hundred, as well on one side vf on the other, 
opinion as this, I must again in the most in the same patient }*' now, although 1 ad- 
unqualified terms deny; that 1 am fully mit, and have mentioned the fact of iti being 
justified in doing so, will appear (tom the occasionally heard on both sides in the same 
following, which are my wotds, when treat- patient; I have too hesitation in stating as 
tag of tbta^teration in the character of the far at ray experience goes, the above pro* 
sound, Reports, page 269:—** The portion is most enormously exaggerated. It 

placentsWutd, either by ceasing altogether (the bellows sound) may, 1 admit, snvs he, 
after hit ing been previously heard, or having be masked in some degree by the pnlsa- 

iu character altered, from the continuous lions of the faetal heart.'* Ridiculous! 
murmur with its lengthy sibilous tormina' Can the fetal pulsation “ tn&sk ” a sound 
tiou, to anabrupt, defined, Mid much shorter at least teu limes louder than itselfl The 
souud, together with the impossibility of de- assertion “ that he was never able to trace 
tec ting the fatal heart's action, particularly it. (the soufflet) across the anterior surface 
if such has been before observed, places the Of the abdominal Miietea in an uninterrupt- 
child’s death beyond a doubt,” Why was ed course,” may* Wperfectly true, but if he 
the concluding portion of this quotation so means that because he cannot hear it, it 
cautiously, so unfairly suppressed l it was cannot be heard there by others, 1 act it 
that he might give a 14 ease " in which, down as of a piece with those already men- 
though the fcctus was putrid, he heard a Uaned, and 1 doubt whether lie is really 
murmur, prolonged and by no means capable of recognising the phenomenon of 
" abrupt ; ” evideutly insinuating that I which he treats. * Or ever,” he adds, “ to de - 
deny the possibility of the occurrence of tect it uodertbe mesialline, except when it 
such a case; and he adduces it triumphant* arose from the ‘ epigastric arteries.* ” What 
ly» and " as furnishing him with a powerful degree of credit will be attached to the rea- 
argument against the quality of the murmur snniugs of a pergodawhodisphiys such igno- 
bemg a test indicative of the life or death of ranee of anatomy t ^ i will venture to Bay 
the foetus in utero.” Here is the “ aup* that the merm tyro at the profession could 
preasioveri” coupled, a* it usually is, wkh have taught him that iu no case do tho 
the “aswiitio faUi,” for I have given u case ” epigastric arteries lie uuder the mesial 
(page 250) where the sound wa» not line}” and thatio the abdomen, distended 
“ abrupt,” although the fetus was dead, as it is in etero-geeUtion, each of these 
and l also mention having observed such, arteries lies from four to six iucLes distant 
where the fetus exhibited marks of haring from this line. Again,4»* speaks of tho 
been dead for weeks. With these facta •• aouud beiu^.||yow)ipw 4 rd 8 and forwards 
Staring him in the face, be asserts, with toward* the mesial line, in the course, as it 
what justice i leave to you aud your readers were, of the trunks of the lateral* uterine 
to determine, that 1 consider the quality of arteries.” The truck ofthe lateral uterine 
f the soufflet as affording a sure indication artery upwards and forwards and towards 
of the life or death of the foetus in uteiv. the mesial lijfe!! This is indeed "as it 
With regard to his discovery (page J93) were,” but not *' as it is,” Jf this gviule- 
that a placenta is not necessary for the pro* man had rested'salis&ed, merely with adopt- 
duclioa of murmur such os we ordinarily ing views and opinions grounded on Mich 
hear iu the advanced stages of utero-gesta- data, however iacorrect and absurd, and 
tion, and the inference he would draw of bad his positions been supported by inscru- 
my inaccuracy, 1 beg to refer the reader to racies ami discrepancies more palpably 
a fact, of which, however it may suit Mr. striking thin his paper exhibits through' 
Nagle's views to appear so, he can scarcely out; it should have remained uncommented 
he ignorant, namely, that I have already on by me, as such productions generally find 
stated, without any disguise (page 266), "a their own level. I would, however, and 
case where a sound resembling the soufflet with justice, hare been to blame as well upon 
from a morbid cause (a considerably enlarged my own account as on that of the profession 
liver) was observable aud also mention, generally, had I allowed such a tissue of 
ed (page 265) that those uuacquainted with misrepresentation to remain uncontradicted, 
the stethoscope may be deceived by other Having now doae so, 1 must decline taking 
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My farther notice of his observations or 
entering into any discussion with him on 
the subject. With regard to Dr. Clinton, 
whom he endeavours to identify with him¬ 
self in bis Views and statements, I confess 
the only way in which I can reconcile to 
myself the idea that he ever sanctioned the 
ublieation of such a paper, supported by 
i« name (if be really did so), is that he un¬ 
thinkingly entrusted himself in the hands of 
the writer of this paper, and acquiesced in 
liis views without taking upon himself to 
iuquire into the subject, and certainly with¬ 
out having read my paper which Ins name 
has been brought forward to overthrow, as, 
unless my opiuion of .this gentleman shall 
become altered, 1 cannot bring myself to 
imagine that he would wilfully have coun¬ 
tenanced so much miarftpresentaiiou and 
ignorance. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

EVOSV KENNEDY. 

Lying-In Hospital, Dublin. 


0* TH* USE Of 

THE STETHOSCOPE 

IN THE DETECTION OF VaEONANCY, &C. 

By David C.E. Naoli, A.M., M.B., 
Trinity OUtfe, Dublin. 

( Concluded fremifagt 400.) 

Aware of the almost unlimited degree 
of confidence which medical meu are apt to 
repose in the opinions of Laennec, I appre¬ 
hend that his arguments on the controverted 
question, * What is tlm site of the aoutfiet V 
will be deemed by many entitled to voiy 
respectful consideration!, notwithstanding 
his want of expewnca ’j» the study of the 
phenomena afforded by. gestation. To those 
arguments 1 shall now take leave to direct 
the attention of the reader; and whilst 1 
am endeavouring to point out their fallacy 
and insufficiency, I shall at the aame time 
be submitting to the profession my own 
views of the matter, without, however, ex¬ 
pecting more attention to them than the 
proofsT may atlduoe will warrant the prac¬ 
titioner in conaidering them entitled to. 

Laennec scientifically reduces the ques- 
lion into the form of a disjunctive proposi¬ 
tion, which, however, be dues not render 
sufficiently udequate ot comprehensive, lie 
is, besides, iufelicitous ia his mode of ar¬ 
guing, from the remotion of all the parts 
but one to the position of that oue. This 
infelicity we mu»t attribute to his inexpe¬ 
rience in the study of obstetric auscultation, 
antfnot, by auy moans, to either a deficiency 
of talent or a waul of candour, for hit mas- 
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ter mind could never deliberately conde¬ 
scend to resort to sophistry in his laudable 
efforts tor the establishment of so grand and 
useful a principle in diagnosis. * • The only 
arteries, he says, “ in which the sound in 
question can be supposed to be produoed, 
are the hypogastric, iliac, and uterine ; if 
the two first were the site of it, we ought to 
liear it on both sides of the uterus at once, 
or alternately, which is not the case.” 

Now, with all possible deference for his 
opinion, I have proved, and I hop* satis¬ 
factorily, that it is the case—that we do 
hear it on both aides of the uterus St once, 
or alternately; and of this any one, wbo 
has the tact of examining adepts tely, can 
easily satisfy himself. I have, iudeed, sel¬ 
dom failed in finding it on both sides at 
once, exactly in front of the superior ante¬ 
rior spinous process of the ilium, opposite 
which, nearly, the uterine arteries are given 
off by the internal iliacs. I would take the 
liberty of putting the argument thus. If 
the two first were the site of the murmur, 
we ought to beer it on both aides at once, or 
alternately: but we can so hear itj and I 
therefore respectfully submit, that we are 
warranted, even by bis own mode of rea¬ 
soning, to conclude, that the two first may 
be the site of the aoufflet. The legitimacy, 
at least, of this inference, no one, 1 believe, 
will be disposed to question. The next part 
of his disjunctive proposition he thus ex¬ 
presses:—“If all the uterine arteries yield 
it, we ought then to hear itia different parts, 
and several at the same time. 1 ' As he does 
uot conclude the argument, I shall endea¬ 
vour to do to; and, 1 think, it will be fairly 
expressed in tbe following manner. If all 
the uterine arteries yield it, we ought then, 
to hear it at once over every part of the 
uterus : but 1 am borne out by experience 
when 1 assert, that we cannot, at any time, 
hear it over every pari of tbe uterus st once; 
and, therefore, it may be fairly inferred, 
that all the uterine arteries cannot be the 
site of the murmur. Laennec comes to the 
following conclusion:—* 4 What seems to 
me most probable is, that it exists in the 
chief artery distributed to the placenta.'* 
The incorrectness of this opinion 1 shall 
endeavour to prove by the following mode 
of stating ray abjections. 

If the sou filet exists ia that part ftlono ot 
the chief artery which is distributed to the 
placenta, we can have it only where there 
is, or lately has been, a placenta. But Cor¬ 
rigan's case proves the certainty of its ex¬ 
istence where there is, or lately has been, no 
placenta; and, therefore, I feel that 1 am 
justified in drawing this inference, that it 
does not exist in that part of the artery 
which is distributed to tbe placenta. Now, 
let us consider if it can have its proper site 
in tbe trunk of that vessel. Well, if it 

& K 
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exists there, we should hear it over the fied m pronouncing a female pregnant, mere* 
coarse of the trunk of that artery; hut 1 ly because we hear in the pelvic, iliac, or 
imagine 1 hare fully demonstrated that it lumbar regions, a distinct or prolonged 
takes exactly that course from below, up- murmur. Certainly not, if what I hare 
ward and inward, towards the median line ; been stating be at all entitled to any credit, 
and surely 1 may, without incurring cen- The impossibility of the murmur being 
sure, feel myself justified in asserting tLe seated either in the comparatively small 
possibility, nay certainty, of its existence vessels which run into the placenta, or in 
in that part only of the artery. Besides, those that paas through the parietes of the 
when the soufflet is at all discoverable, I uterus uvdxr the placenta, as Drs. Ker¬ 
ne ver yet was disappointed in finding it over garadec, Kennedy, and others, would have 
the point nearly where the lateral uterine it; and the certainty of its having its site 
artery takes its origin from the internal in the large vessels,*more especially in the 
iliac; and I feel that I urn not hazarding a enlarged trunk of the 'lateral uterine arte- 
rash opinion when I submit, that we can ries, fully justify the inference that the 
detect it wfien there is no placenta, if the soufflet is not liable to be affected in its 
uterus be enlarged by disease; for we quality by the life or death of the fcctus in 
know that the chief uterine arteries nr* utero, as Dr. Kwunedy would have us to 
greatly distended, not only during preg- conclude. This -being a question of para- 
nancy, but whenever the site of the uterus mount importance, and one in winch I hap- 
is much increased by any morbid condition, pen to be diametrically opposed to his view 
Another proof of its existence in this part of it, 1 shall now proceed tothe consideration 
of the vessel chiefly, is afforded by the of the subject; and that l may the better 
fact, that whenever we examine for it the enable the reader to form his own opinion, 
lower part of that artery, the murmur is I shall endeavour to lay before him, as suc- 
found to be confined to a narrow, but not to cinctly but as fairly 09 possible, Dr. Kea¬ 
rn short apace, and gives the idea of its pro- uedy's sentiments on the point at issue, 
seeding from a large vessel; but as we In the last volume (Stfcyof “ the. Dublin 
move the cylinder upward and forward, it Hospital Reports," page $t>7, he states, 
gradually becomes more diffused, as the ‘‘another advantage of importance we do- 

trunk gives off i ts first large branches, and rive from the placental sound, is its assist- 

insensibly dies away towards the commence- iog us in pronouncing on the life or death 
ment of the vessels with narrow calibres, of a Actus in utero. And aguiu, p. s?t»", 
that is, towards the points of anastomosis, “ it affords us an indication of the death of 
with the corresponding branches of the op- the child, viz* either by ceasing entirely 
posite aide. I have no doubt that the soufflet after having been previously heard, or luv- 
m&y exist in the external iliacs also; for I ing its character altered from the continuous 
have repeatedly traced it ** from a point a murmur, with it* lengthy eibiinus termiua- 
little above the superior anterior spine of tion, to an abrupt, defined, and much shorter 
the ilium in a line, taking, from within out- sound.” In opposition to this, 1 can assert 
ward, directly the course of the external with a confidence not Over-weening, but, l 
iliac, even to Poupart’s ligament; and, in presume, not ill founded, for 1 derive it 
the upper part, affording the perception of from considerable oxpeviiste, that neither 
a sound deeply seated, but gradually becorn change Nt:ctm*n,Y follows ou the death 
ing more superficial as we approach the of the fetus in mew. The murmur, which 

ligament. Moreover, we can recognise the we most frequently .meet with when the 

murmur to be produced by a vessel of large j child is alive, is hot ibe “ continuous one 
calibre, which could never be the case if it; with its lengthy sibilou* termination:” and 
were confined to the vessels alone which run • even when tbs child is deud for weeks, wo 
into the placenta. I feel that I shall not be i can hear the same, description of murmur 
presuming too far, in thinking that part of j we usually meet with when the fetal pul- 
Dr. Kennedy’s paper not perfectly correct,; sationn aro moat Energetic. So it was in 
which supposes that change of position will, | the case examined, as ( mentioned, by Sur- 
during the gravid state of the uterus, re- j geon Robinson and myself, 
move all pressure on the bifurcating parts of | In another part, p. £47, Dr. Kennedy 
the common, or, at least, internal iliacs, and i says, “ The circulation in the mother and 
those branches of the middle haenorrhoidal,j maternal part of the placenta being inde- 
Which are given off to the lower part of the j pendent of that of the foetus, we esu under- 
uterus. And experience ought to teach us, ■ stand how a phenomenon produced by the 
ibit the resonance will extend a consider- j former should exist when the latter has 
able way from the point of obstruction, no • ceased. From thia we might be led to ex- 
matter of what nature the tumour may be; poet, that the sound should exhibit the 
which would press upon these vessel* ; I name characters, whether the foetus bo dead 
therefore put it to the judgment of every or alive; but in doing so, we should fall 
rational practitioner, whether we are juiti- into error.*’ With great deference for Dr, . 
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Kennedy's opinion, I really cannot avoid presented to hie readers, he found the child 
feeling that he doei not adduce a single to he dead for scarcely more than half nn 
good or satisfactory argument iu proof, that hour, the maternal circulation must neo«s- 
" by doing $o we should fall into error/* earily have ceased in the placenta; whereas 
He gives, it is true, a case, p. 2*6, in which he admits that circulation to have no con- 
the funis, he was iNroRMHD, had protruded aexiuu whatever with that of the foetus, 
an hour before his visit; the pulsations in it Space will not pennitma to follow i>r. Ken- 
were observable at the time ol its protrusion, nedy through the several statements he 
but ceased shortly after. No foetal heart makes; but I incline to think that the very 
could he beard by him, but the placental beat refutation of his doctrine will be found 
sound was, however, distinctly perceptible; in his own paper, which, I regret to think, 
it was lull but shorter, more abrupt in its will ecarcely stand the test of serious ex¬ 
termination, and wanting the sibiiou* wliix, amiaation. 

characteristic of the perfect utero-placeuul As it strikes me, and 1 say it without 
circulation. The incongruity of all this must meauing the slightest offence, he mistakes 
strike the least observant. He first gives it altogether the principle on which the 
aa Lis opinion that the maternal ami fatal quality of the soufflet depends. He sup- 
circulations are quite independent of each poseeits character to be determined by the 
other; and because, hub* case alluded to, circulation through the placenta of the ma¬ 
th e fietus happened to be dead for ceitaiuly ternal blood, modified by the life or death 
not more than half an hour, the maternal of the foetus. I would respectfully submit 
circulation should; indeed, he ao strangely thpt the character of the soufflet depends 
altered in #st shorf space of time, ns to exclusively on the quality of tbe maternal 
change altogether tU#^4»aracter of the souf- circulation, such as the strength, quickness, 
ftet. But Dr. Kemibly, wlieo adducing or slowness of (he pulse, and on the diame- 
tbia sort of esse in support of bis doctrine, ten of the conduits through which the 
never reflected that he knew not the cliarac- blood bat to pass; and, consequently, that 
ter of the inurtwa* previous to the death of it baa no necessary dependence on the life 
tbe child. He did not exaraiue it; and be- or death of the foetus in utero, and, there- 
causi- be, oa tap. exumiuatiou of it when the fore, not to be taken in say case as n sign 
child w&* dead, found it to have s particu- for us to form our diagnosis by. So one 
lar character, it miiat'therefore, of necessity! will deny that the murmur is perfectly syn- 
har* had a different«*e at a time when be ebrouous With the maternal pulse. When 
luiil no opportunity mining whether the pulse is quick and weak, t,be natural 

it had or not—“ cre^|uda.'us aprlla." By inurmor will be short or abrupt, as it coin- 
such an ingenious i^sdo of reuaouing, bejeidea with the interval between each two 
would certainly be going fur towards esta- ; successive pulsations, always commencing 
bit siting the validity the “post hoc, ergo j with the incipient state of each beat at the 
propter hoc” moan, of reasoning; but lj wrist. Therefore, a short or " abrupt” 
imagine it will not gain over tj his opiniou | murmur, essentially depending on such a 
many converts from amouE the intelligent, | principle, should not be considered as a 
such as 1 tun gfitjifod to find, my •* native] criterion indicative of the vitality or non- 
laud " can at^|Mg*ai|^dafit of in the several j vitality of a foetus in utero ; for it does not 
departments of ihe sp^dical profession. In necessarily follow, because tbe foetus is 
opposition to the ibforeuce he would have j dead, that the maternal circulation must in¬ 
ns draw from sucli * 4e»ciiption of case, 11 variably be quick. It (sometimes happens 
have given one p.39Bj where the child w** j that even u quick pulse, if it be strong, will 
supposed to have been dead lor three weeks, J produce the “ continuous munnur," without 
and the placeola was described to hare been ] this having auy, the least, connexion with 
quite small and impoverished ; yet Mr. Ho- the vitality of the Actus, 
biiison and 1 detectedn perfect soufflet, such When the maternal pulse is slow,and not 
ss we ordinarily hear wheu the frclul circu- very strong, the murmur will, in general, be 
lation is most perfect; and, perhaps, after lengthened, loud at tire commencement, and 
much piling-taking industry, it would not be gradually decreoring towards its and, or the 
■rroguting too much for either of us to say, bsginuing of the next pulsation. Even when 
that w« could act be deceived in a mailer the interval between each two consecutive 
which really was attended with no great pulsations at the wrist of the mother isloug, 
difficulty. the murmur may he abrupt, particularly if 

from the case he given, p. 246, l)r. Ken- the maternal circulation be not strong or 
nedy deduces nn inference, in the validity excited. Kor iustauce, if I suppose the iu- 
of which 1 ut least cannot concur, namely, terval between each two consecutive pulaa- 
that/* to produce the perfect soufflet, it is lions to equal six seconds, the duration of 
necessary the blood should also traverse the the murmur may equal only three, four, or 
placenta' itself/’ By this ho would iudueo five seconds, lit auy of these caws, Dr. 
us to suppose that, because in the case he Ktuuedy would designate it “ abrupt,” be- 

K K 2 
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cause it did not exactly continue for the six mediately far lighter than living matter ; 
seconds, or, in other words, coincide criti- and, therefore, that the former weight upon 
cally with the interval between each two the placenta, being now necessarily dimi- 
conseculive pulsations. I felt the import- nished by the death of the child, the pres¬ 
auce of paying to this soufflet an attention so sure previously made upon the arteries run- 
particulsr and persevering, that my expe- ning under the placenta, must also be de- 
xience fully bears me out in the assertion, creased. But, on the other hand, if the 
that we cannot, whether the foetus be alive murmur, according to him, *• may greatly 
or dead, find it to retain any decidedly depend on the passage of blood through 
marked ox permanent character, with refer- those uterine vessels which pass into the 
ence to quality or duration. It is extremely maternal portion of the placenta,” 1 would 
variable. Whilst we are, during our exami- venture to say that, even so, the death of 
nation, admiring, perhaps, the hurmouy and the child could uot induce such an inatun- 
xegiilarity of recurrence between each two taneoua cbonge in the quality of the souffle t, 
consecutive murmurs, our admiration is if, as he admits, the two circulations are 
often saddenljfy converted into a pleasing perfectly independent of each other. I beg 
astonishment at the louduess and continuous it will be considered that I mean this latter 
intensity which they unexpectedly assume, argument only as an “ argument urn ad ho¬ 
lt is not easy to account for those occasion- minem ,” for I cannot agree iu opinion with 
ally-increased murmurs in utero-geatation ; some others, that the two circulations are 
but perhaps we should not bo far from the j totally independent of daok other; that they 
truth, by attributing them to tbe streams of j are connected by absorbents at least, 1 am 
blood endeavouring to force their way through scarcely wrong iu supposing ; and on ibis 
their wonted channels, of which tbe diame- account I think it a very fair inference to 
tera may be at times a little more thau consider, that wliear&e fatal circulation has 
usually "decreased by various causes, even ceased for some time, the circulation in the 
by the fatus assuming a new and conye* maternal portion of the placenta should also 
wientpositianiu tbe womb; or, independent undergo some alteration,, Jkhd consequently 
of the latter, to a moral excitement in the the murmur, if ,“ it depend greatly on that 
mother, giving an increased momentary im- circulation,” exhibit, in Uke manner, some 
pulse to each successive column of her modification. Bui experience has fully 
blood. 1 proved to me, at least, that it does not un- 

But why do I dwell upon this murmur 1 j dergo the slightest alteration in quality; 
simply, because I conceive it to be a sign of! and I, therefore, tuke it as another strong 
paramount importance to the discriminating proof that the soufflet is not owing to the 
physician in forming liis diagnosis. Though J “ passage of blood through the chief artery 
I cannot bring myself to cousider it an un-' distributed to the placenta and also that 
equivocal sign of pregnancy, X am ready to jits character is not, necessarily, liable to be 
admit it as perhaps the least equivocal of j affected by tbe death of the falus in utero. 
the equivocal ones; and its existence, taken I should, indeed, be delighted if the pro- 
in conjunction with the history of the case, j fession could.imve so undeceptive a ding- 
is calculated to raise in the mind of the re- j nostic iu the character of this murmur; and 
fleeting practitioner a strong suspicion,,ot. with the view of ascertaining this important 
least, of impregnation. Our at ten lion being- [ point, 1 had frequently, before I>r. Ken- 
directed to the character of this murmur,; nedy’s paper made its appearance, or I had 
we .hall be abb: to infer how fallacious is : any menus of knowing hi* ideas on the sub- 
tbat theory, which would have us suppose [jeet, investigated the matter us critically mm 
that the quality of the soufflet should be, possible. The moment l heard of his views, 
taken as au indication of the life or death of; my experience warranted me in denying 
tbe fatus. This soufflet l)r. Kennedy sup- j totally the validity of his opinion ; and I re¬ 
poses to be produced, either by the blood i collect to have told Dr. Kennedy, iu the 
passing through the arteries of that part of presence of some of the pupils of thu bospi- 
the uterus to which the placenta is attached, tal, that “ there was in it at that moment a 
without passing into the placenta itself; patient whose child was dead for some time, 
or " that it may greatly depend on the pas- yet that he would find the soufflet prolonged 
sage of blood through those uterine vessels and cominuous.” In support of the opinion 
which pass into the maternal portion of the which 1 am thus venturing to offer respect* 
placenta.” In the first case, the sound iug the value of the soufflet as a diagnostic, 
would be occasioned merely by the pressure I could adduce many cases, in addition to 
of the placenta on the. vessels. Now, if thut described in p. .‘3‘HJ of Tut Lancxt ; 
this were the cause of the murmur, which but 1 shall coniine myself to one iustunre 
I deny, how could the death of the fatus more, which, I am induced to think, will be 
ao affect it, as to produce, all at once, so quite decisive on the fioiut. We had not 
important a change in its character’—unless very lung since in the hospital a patient 
be supposes that dead matter becomes im- with s syphilitic taiot j her child, ausculta* 
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tion proved to be deed, end that thie was 
the case for eomo time it* excessively putrid 
state was well calculated to show. Vet in 
this cose also, Dr. M'KfTerand Mr. Neville, 
both pupils in the hospital, were so satisfied 
of the existence of o full, prolonged, and, 
at times, continuous murmur, that they con¬ 
sidered it a decisive corroboration of my 
opinion, in which 1 had the satisfaction of 
their concurrence on more occasions than 
one. In support of my view of this ques¬ 
tion, I might also adduce the testimony of 
some of my fellow-students at the Meath 
Hospital, where auscultation is carried to 
gTeat perfection indeed, under the encou¬ 
raging and judicious guidance of its emi¬ 
nently successful physicians, Drs. Graves 
un<l Stokes. 

That auscultation should be deemed the 
only unequivocal sign of pregnancy, has 
been denied by some, apprehensive of plac¬ 
ing, by such a concession, " their know¬ 
ledge of practical midwifery in a very ques¬ 
tionable al>tpe.“ ljiirt,in opposition to their 
doctrine, 1 not onijpun ready to concur in 
opinion with my respectably young country¬ 
man Dr. Ferguson, but willing to risk even 
my " knowledge bf practical midwifery" on 
the hazard of the'declaration, that ausculta¬ 
tion supplies ujr with the bnly unequivocal 
sign of utero-gsstation, in os fur as we can 
detect by it the pulsations of the fetal heart, 
which banishes all doubt and gives our pro¬ 
fession, in this inatape*, all the certainty of 
demonstration, other unequivocal 

sign is there? Not* single one can any 
man even pretend to adduce. Here then the 
stethoscope supplies us with ;i paramount 
advantage 9 aud 1 have no doubt, that, in 
any case where a fetal heart pulsates, the 
ear, which is sufficiently practised to accu¬ 
rate auscultation, pill experience but little 
difficulty in its detection. Should the uus- 
cultator failhearmg, distinctly the pulsa¬ 
tions them sabres, their resonance, at least, 
will apprise him bfxthe heart’s existence 
for even in case* Where there was a very 
great accumulation of liquor smnii, the bare 
resonance of the pulsations euabled me to 
determine the precis point under which I 
could detect, most distinctly, the heart’s! 
action. 

Tho inexperienced observer is liable, at 
times, to confound the pulsations of the 
fatal with those of the mother’s heart, as 
the following case will not only prove, but 
also show the most satisfactory and obvious 
method of drawing the distinction. On tiie 
‘Kb instant, I was informed, in one of the 
*• sick wards" of the hospital, by Surgeon 
11 . Alcock, that there was iu it a female in 
the seventh month of her pregnancy, and 
that he was informed the fatal heart was 
audible, hut faintly so. In order to satisfy 
myself 1 hud recourse to auscultation, and 


heard below the umbilicus a feeble pulsation 
resembling, in some degree, that of a alow 
fatal heart ; but immediately it struck me 
that it was not the Betion of an infant's 
heart. As I could not satisfactorily deter¬ 
mine the point at once by a comparison with 
the mother’s pulse, which was very rapid, 

I removed the cylinder to the prmcordial 
region, when all doubt was instantly dissi¬ 
pated by the perfect identity of the rhythms. 
Should any difficulty arise to the inexpe¬ 
rienced, in discriminating between the 
rhythms heard at such remote points, the 
observer has only to move the cylinder gra¬ 
dually from the lowest part of the abdomen, 
where the pulsations are detected, upwards 
towards the mother’s clieat.jfatening atten¬ 
tively during the a 9 cent of the cylinder; 
and the slightest permanent discrepancy ia , 
the rhythms, determines that those ia tho 
! abdomen are not produced by the action of 
the parent’s heart, which, we know, can 
sometimes be heard is low down as the hy¬ 
pogastric region. The double beats, and the 
rapidity of the fatal heart’s action, deter¬ 
mine, in ordinary cases, the question with¬ 
out any difficulty, for iu general they are 
not only doable those of the mother's heart, 
but, in some instances, considerably more 
than double; as in the first of the twin 
cases given in a former paper in The Las- 
err, where I mentioned that the pulsations 
in one fatus varied from lot) to 170, whilst 
those of the mother amounted only to Mia 
tho minute. 

[ These are not the only advantages afford¬ 
ed by the stethoscope in the practice of 
midwifery. It further supplies us with the 
easiest aud only means of ascertaining the 
presence of twins, as 1 have before pointed 
out: and experience authorises nie to say, 
in opposition to any objections that may 
have been adduced by those unpractised in 
accurate slelhoscopic observations, aud who 
reason only fiom the convenient inspec¬ 
tion of casts and plates, that we can in most 
cases determine by it the nature of the pre¬ 
sentation. In two cases where the contrast 
was very striking, 1 have already shown 
the possibility of arriving at this marked 
and unquestionable advantage; and lately 
m a case where the kind of presentation 
was doubtful, auscultation alone enabled 
mu to decide that it would be that of the 
breech. This advantage afforded by auscul¬ 
tation all must admit to be a most desirable 
improvement iu the practice of midwifery; 
us, in addition to other benefits, we shall 
not, at any time, run the risk of rupturing 
membranes prematurely, and thus render¬ 
ing dangerous, as well as tedious, the ac¬ 
couchement of, our patient. Smely it is 
iiHither fair nor candid in men to argue from 
their own inexperience in the employment 
of the BtetboBcopii to the incapability of 
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others more practised in its use ; or U> con¬ 
clude that, because one case of extreme dif¬ 
ficulty may present itself* we should, there¬ 
fore,'despair of derivingany advantage fiom 
it in hundreds of ethers. 1 hope, for the 
sake of humanity, delicacy, and science, the 
reasoning of such philosophic and practical 
men will have but little weight with the 
judicious and unprejudiced portion of the 
profession. 

If the great importance of the subject did 
not appear to me a sufficient justification 
for so lengthened a paper, I should feel 
myself called ou to apologise for trespassing 
so much upon the attention of tlie profes¬ 
sion. But the discussion, should it he pro¬ 
ductive of nootfifer advantage, may, at least, 
be the means of inducing some persona, 
more competent and better supplied with 
the proper facilities, to rouse themselves 
from their inaction, and “ let slip” inquiry 
for the discovery of the mnoh Useful in¬ 
formation es yet acquirable in this depart¬ 
ment of our profession. To me, indeed, it 
is matter of regret, that, in the views I hare 
taken, 1 should be under the necessity of 
differing so widely from the opinions of men 
pre-eminently distinguished. In doing m, 
I hope I hare not transgressed the limits 
of legitimate discussion ; and to the unpre¬ 
judiced portion of the profession I shall not 
only leave the decision respegtiug the ques¬ 
tions in dispute, but to that decision 1 , at 
least, aril ready to submit with the Utmost 
deference and befitting respect. 

33, Trinity College, Dublin, 

Nor. i!5tb, 11)30. 


UtOlfMt. JCUISPIttCIAl E RCIiifrlDTO 
1I1H C&PAI n V Of A UAWCR. 

As Attorney-Coroner, on being elected 
for a small district of a large county, applied 
to a neighbour iu the medical profasri hi to 
leant what work he should read, saying 
u that he supposed he ought to know a 
little of medical jurisprudence. The Doctor 
spoke of Paris’s and FonManque’a work. 

Oh,” replied the attorney-coroner, “ I 
hate seen that book, it if too deep lor me ; 
it is deeptcr than (iarrtek/’ Beck’s Ele¬ 
ment* were then mentioned as being more 
explonatory aud essief of comprehension. 
•• Ah, theft/* exclaimed the new-made 
Rhadamantbus, “ wiU you lend mt lht booh 
for a few daps ?!! I 1 
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London , Saturday , Januani 8,1831. 

The period is not far distant when our 
medical, as well as our political, institutions, 
will feel the ameliorating influence of the 
intellectual revolution, which ia now in pro¬ 
gress from ono end of Europe, to the oilier. 
The voice of philosophy in France, the ac¬ 
clamations of triumph in Belgium, ami the 
humble whine of concession to the stern 
dictates of necessity in broken-hearted Bri¬ 
tain, proclaim the dissolution of systems in 
every department of lifts, whose existence 
was protracted, unfortunately, too long for 
the happiness of mankind. 

To whatever point, indeed, of the snriol 
world we turn, the sight is gratified hy 
the prospects of futurity, and the ear salut¬ 
ed with sounds of promise, which every 
movement of the mighty mass asserts the 
advent of a novel avid a better era in the 
melancholy history of miin. The various 
fcnd rapid phenomena of the moral horizon, 
predict in abort, the succession of an age of 
reason and intelligent*, ttf an age of faith 
and credulity. There is; 10 fact, no mistaking 
these obvious signs of the rimes, and what is 
of nearly the same importance, ibeir mean, 
iaif niay at length be pronmlgsted without 
the fear of persecution. Principle* which 
were silently entertained, or published with 
timidity hy an otder of men, whose superior 
genius placed them in the pr#dicam*Mit of 
being horn before the World wi* capable of 
benefiting hy their speed! a lions, have ac¬ 
cumulated t<> such an overwhelming extent, 
and hive become so generally diffused, that, 
ftom bt i»,g enshrined in libraries Open only 
to the eye of the curious, they have ht-coiue 
rhu ordwihi v topics of couvenation among 
the humblest daises of men, and the judi¬ 
cious regulators of their opinions. 

We cannot, wt* conceive-, render a more 
meet homage to this spirit of regeneration, 
whose slumbers we have sought to awaken 
from the first Rir.meut of our existence as 
public journalists, than that of pointing out 
lhe obstacle* which so lo«£ impeded its pro¬ 
gress in the medical prufewion. Already 
have we devoted, and not unprofitaldy wn 
hope, much of our time and space to an ex- 
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poture of the numberless abuses which have 
been generated by the monopolising medi¬ 
cal colleges’, of this metropolis. The pic¬ 
ture, however, would not be complete 
were we to omit throwing in the light 
aud Bhsde furnished by the system of me* 
dical government and education in the 
universities of tbe sister kingdoms. When 
tbe ground is cleired of the rubbish by 
which it is now occupied, it rosy be con¬ 
sidered how it shall be best filled up, aud 
there will not be wanting architects to adapt 
plans to the circumstances of the site of s 
new and improved structure of economy. It 
would, however, be worse than doing no¬ 
thing to attempt to patch up the old edifice, 
whose rottenness defies-the hand of renova¬ 
tion. Such is certainly not our design in 
taking to pieces its eonupt materials. For 
the purposes of sn ex]>criinental demon¬ 
stration of #s noxiousness it lias been kept 
together long enough by the fostering em¬ 
braces of the parasites who, like the ivy on 
tbe ruin, draw nourishment from the imputi- 
tit'S of the tottering structure to which they 
pertinaciously cling, in this country it has 
produced nothing hut ignorance, dissension, 
and a liumilistfog contrast with the condition 
of the scientific establishments of other na¬ 
tions, whose superior sehemen of medical edu¬ 
cation have been SBpptying us with discove¬ 
ries uud improvens^nj# in the healing art for 
the last half century. We might, in the pas* 
sent instance,.take my one of these plans of 
instruction to meawu* the inferiority of our 
own, and to demonstrate the necessity of 
their removal^ but We prefer (itkiug our 
illustration#;; jfrtm *W «ws institutions, as 
better understood by most of our readers. 
For this purpose the schools of Fwmuagh 
nmi Du uua may be corn pared with each 
other with ml vantage, tint for the purpose of 
giving an envious superiority to out* over 
the other, but to deduce from the contrast 
the necessity of some better system than 
either of tbo.,1 supplies for the instruction of 
medical pupils. Apart from the conclusions 
to which a comparison of these esuhiish- 
menls must odd, their very different success 
forms a subject of interesting inquiry. Willi 
many local advantages in its favour, the 
seined of Di bi.in has ns yet kept st a re¬ 
fine table distance behind its northern con¬ 
temporary. Nut only has the KaiManon 
school supplied its own market with doc ton, 


W3 

but it has also furnished Ibelaxd and Eno- 
land, we may say, with the great mass of 
their practical physicians. No later than 
the last graduation at that oily another proof 
was added to the troth of Dr. Dcbcab’s 
statement, which informs os that then amber 
of Irishmen who took degrees in medicine 
in tbe University of F.DfVBtrEoa exceeded 
considerably tbe number of Scotchmen who 
graduated there during the last fifty yetis* 
To persons unacquainted with its true cause, 
this aimple fact must appear perfectly un¬ 
accountable, when they reflect that Dublin 
is blessed with the presence of ausiveraity 
as well as the capital of Sc<9rL*KD, besides 
posiessing nearly a tenfold proportion of all 
those materials which are supposed to be 
essentia], or at least useful, to the success of 
a great medical seminary. One, indeed, of 
the first things which strikes us in looking 
over the history of the Edinburgh Univer¬ 
sity, i* its rapid elevation to eminence, con¬ 
trasted with its original destitution of many 
at leeat of those attributes deemed necessary 
to tbe very existence of a school of medicine. 
Not many yeera back, com pored with some 
of its contemporary universities, there was' 
neither a professor of medicine in the Uni¬ 
versity of Edinburgh, nor a single hospital 
for the treatment of disease. Yet since tbe 
establishment of its medical schools it bos 
been filled by a greater number of professor* 
of eminence, aud attended by more numer¬ 
ous classes of medical pupils, than any one 
of the British universities. Success so ex¬ 
traordinary canto', be fairly imputed to sect* 

; dent alone: the constitution of the school. 

; indeed, affords the most satisfactory solution 
of the problem, and explains in the clearest 
manner its unexampled prosperity. An out¬ 
line, therefore, of (he economy of the Edim- 
lit'fto 11 school will tend to elucidate the ob¬ 
ject we have in view. 

In the first place, then, the professors of 
this school derive from it no permanent sa¬ 
laries; their chief support being obtained 
from the fees of their pupil*. Secondly, 
they are not elected to their offices by the 
University, but by its patrons, the town 
council or corporation of Eoiubpruu, who, 
with tbe exception of one individual belong¬ 
ing to the Corporation. of Surgeons, are all 
unprofessional men. Thirdly, the fees of 
the pupils and expenses of graduation, were 
regulated, not by the professors themselves. 
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but by III* body 

tioof J. KtunMj, the powaaaioo of a pro- j i 
aious dtftM' ia' aru, waa not M*M;| 
among dm aaaendil qualification! to S**‘ j • 
dinting i» EjMmrear.ii, ao that a conmdf r. j i 
able foonttnyOf time and expense was M’j! 
cured lo the students of this school. The t 
power, in feet, of the professor* toej 1 
refutations of the school, was si all times j< 
extremely limited; snd hr tbe result of the j < 
late litigation between there snd their pa- h 
trons, that little has been diminished to no-! 
thing. 

Such were the principal features of tbe) 
Euinsvjic.u school, which crowded its balls! 
with pupils from Irclsno and Kwci.and,] 


cored to the mM* !• «• eo^uptf# 

| apprors) of fwb * system of appotatmg 
professors, wo do not mein to ssoert that it 
is the l»st that could be deeised ; our ob- 
j tervetions merely go the length of demon* 
i strating by its results it* superiority over 
every other scheme of election in present 
use. To ret ry unbiassed wind, the system 
: of election be public examination, must, of 
[course, appear the best. While the former 
! inode of filling the claim of tbe l oivemty of 
\ Kmnuvrou supplied it with eminent men 
jin their respective departments, the mode 
(of paying them extorted exertiou. Having 
i j ny salaries independent of labour, they were 
of nect'ssitv coraiwUed to exert themselves 


and which were bo fnr productive of the',in order to lave pupil*. u In every pro- 
best consequences. We may now proceed Cession,” says Auam Ssiitu, •* the exertion 
10 notico the operation of these .several of those who exercise It, ia always in pro¬ 
causes of its superiority. portion to the necessity'they are und*-r of 

Im|>oUtic as it may appear, st first sight, making it. This necessity is always greatest 
that a coqroration composed for the moat with those to whom the emoluments of their 
part of mercantile men, should preside over profession is the only source from which 
a scientific institution, and appoint its pro- they expect their fortune, or even their 
feasors, the practice, besides being justified ordinary resource to subsist." 
by the eveut, will bear the test of tbeoreti- 'j^e ipportaut principle of action involved 
col examination. Assuming the fact {snd ij, w remark*. was fully developed in 
iu the present instance we may safety the conduct of the Kuinucroh profeasors, 
do so, their interest snd their duty hav- w hose fortunes depended on the. assiduity 
ing coincided) that tikis unprofesaional X l\ey displayed in teaching the science 
body of men wus determined to do justice they professed. The tirniugeiuent which 
to the University, they were at least exempt t b uS precluded indolence from the iliscLar-o 
from one of those source* of abuse which H f their dutios, prevented them, at the some 
has been found to preponderate agaiost time, j' r0 m extorting exorbitant fees from 
every other qualification of electors to uni- their pupils, for they had not the power of 
versities. Having little or uo connexion compensating the deficiency of permanent 
with medicine, and judging of course of salaries by exactions im‘the students, as ia 
their fitness for office exclusively by the usually the case in tho*? pluce* where such 
public proofs which they gave of their power w conferred. >V«re this power, la¬ 
ment, electioneering jobs were completely deed, possessed aud exercised by them in 
excluded from the performance of their the manner in which avarice too often sug- 
duties. They had, in fact, only ra look gusts, it would hare completely fru»t rated 
•round, when a vacancy in the University every other advantage of economical ur- 
occurred, and select tbe individual who raugemeut which we have noticed in the 
evinced most talent, and had acquired the University of KoiNuunmi. Jt ul soiu rveil, 
greatest share of reputation in the cultiva- «•«» conceive, materially the interests of the 
tion of that science, for the tuition of which University, that Us seif mo of education was 
be was required. In general, we believe, not entirely projected by the " Senatua 
this duty was conscientiously performed by Acsdomicus." A literary mid scientific 
tbe Town Councilor Edinburgh, much more body of that kind might be inclin'd to ex- 
honestly, st lta*t, than by any other body peel (particularly as their tastu and interest 
of scientific or literary electors belonging to were agreed on ilie point) too high qualiti- 
universities. By such *u arrangement, tlu-re- cations from their pupils —\n impose too* 
fore, one great source of corruption w as cut great a weight of learning on them, in cider 
off, and c succession of able professors at- to lighten their pockets i but thu great muss 
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of VIHpMd KQd«ftt< V« unable in these 
coimtrfiwi to comply with mb expensive 
demand*, or to devote so much line es 
mitflit he required of them to s lengthened 
course of instruction. Comparatively *«. 
perior, however, si these aeversl ordinances 
were, they would never have enabled the 
University of Emxauiinti to rise to that 
degree or cmineuc*, had their operation not 
been assisted by the perverse laws of the 
College of Dublin and of the English uni¬ 
versities, which we shall take an opportu¬ 
nity of contrasting with the constitution of 
the university just described, in the next 
L.tNCKT. 


WNOULAIt CSSS OF WOUbp OF Till: RVK. : 

lx oue of the late numbers of Ciratft u. 
11’fiHhtr‘s Journal we fi*d the following 
case by Ur. Salomon of Schleswig : — 

If. S. f a*tat. 24, wss on the 3rd of July, 
lU'Jl, shot in the right eye, end us the acci¬ 
dent hud happened during bird shooting, 
it was supposed that s small shot had 
k utrred tbit eye..; Ur. Salomon found die 
limn about an hour after the accident with 
t .olein pain in the right **ye, and difficulty 
<»! moving it; the upper oy«hd was reel and 
luuih Mvched, so that the patient could 
baldly open it j und nearly in its middle. 
un*mi three lines from tiieVlgt*, there u us 
a .-.mall wound of the siao and form t»f n com- 
uion grain-shot.) the grain had passed 
through the eyelid, and entered into the 
globe at the extern si margin of the cornea, 
where there was n small apeiturn,ihiough 
which part of the ins hod prolapsed; the 
conjunctiva of the aelfroUCwas very much 
iii|-*c*ed ; the cornea was!,transparent, hut 
rntl er unusually prominent y of the iris no¬ 
thing could bo ween on account of the ante- 
nm chamber Wing tilled with blood. There 
was u grt at discharge ol tears, ami sight was 
of cuuiso completely destroye<l; in othes 
respect* the patient was pretty well; there 
wen* wo cerebral symptoms, dec. Hu wa* 
ordered to he largely Med, to have ice ap¬ 
plied to the wounded eve, and to take a 
.saiitie aperient; the light eye was closed 
With adhesive plus: or. till the UCXtday the 
inlluimuutiun hud become mure intense; the 
conjunctiva discharged much mucous serum, 
.-.md rose ia small vesicles; the pain was- 
I very violent and the fi-Verhigb ; ihe prolapse 
ol the ilia wot ailvrc.d. II.; wasordeted l«. 
b>- again bhd,uml to continue the oihei 
leim-dira?* On the fbrr.l day the coiijunc- 
t»va was si ill inure swelled ; the iuui\*us dis¬ 
charge continued, but w as rather more con- 


■ * 

aiiteof. The patient wu bled x third time, 
and haaidoa the application of ice, a solu¬ 
tion of the acetate of lead in a decoctum 
malra was instilled into the eye. No alte¬ 
ration having token place on the fourth day, 
a large quantity of leeches were put round 
the eye, aa the general state of the patieut 
did not admit of his being bled a fourth time. 
Besides the saline sperient, calomel and fric¬ 
tions of mercurial ointment round the eye 
were ordered. Under this treatment the 
pain had, on the seventh day, entirely sub¬ 
sided, but the swelling of the conjunctiva 
was notiu the least diminished, the prolapse 
of the iris bad quite disappeared, and the eye 
appeared like a piece of flesh, similar to 
what ia observed in gonorrhoeal ophthalmia. 
Dr. Salomon now scarified the conjunctiva 
and ordered the eye to be fomented with a 
solution of the oxymuxiate of mercury and 
the tincture of opium. This had the desired 
effect, and the swelling of the conjunctiva 
had on the tenth day so much subsided, as 
to render the prolapsed iris again visible, 
which being found to have become detached 
was accordingly removed ; the wound of the 
cornea and tl*at of the eyelid were complete¬ 
ly closed ; the anterior chamber of the eye 
continued, however, to be filled with blood; 
of the foreign body nothing could be seen, 
and sight wasstill conyiietely suspended, In 
order to promote resorption a large blister 
was put on the neck, the pstient well purg¬ 
ed, aud the external application of sublimate 
und the tincture of opium continued. On 
the sixteenth day the first signs of resorp¬ 
tion were observed at the upper purt of the 
cornea, through which the iris began to shine, 
und after a few davs more the patieut began 
to distinguish light. On the twenty-fifth 
day the extravasated blood » almost en¬ 
tirely rvs trbed, when all oXVsuddeu, with¬ 
out any perceptible cause,.* alight nebula 
was observed behind the pupil, eliicli gra¬ 
dually increased, und on tbw twenty-ninth 
day, tilled the posterior chamber, bo as io 
produce again complete blindness. This 
evidently proceeded from entaruct, owing 
probably to a lesion of the capstiie. The 
patient wan now orderml large dose* of calo¬ 
mel, ami mercurial frictions, nmi to instil a 
weak infusion of belladonna. On the fifth 
day of this treatment, salivation began to 
lake place, and the mercury wa« accord¬ 
ingly omitted, hut at the same time a very 
reninrknhla change became visible in the 
cataract; radiated tisMirea wore seen in it, 
and after a few days the lens fell into several 
fiagnu. tils, a low of which were deposited in 
the anterior chamber. From this moment 
ibKorplioti went ou very rapidly, and on the 
forty-fifth duy uo trace of any fragment of the 
tens could he discovered. At tho lower por¬ 
tion of the anterior chamber only a small 
whitish point remained, which oiler some 



so* 


SYMfHtSEOTOM*—4BRIUC4II HBK3DICAI/ FEES. 

an* «. -«*ro* to to tto ***** tor.!tototo»top**,ttot IttotoQ^ **•*!» t» 
rootled hr•■irtiwlim Ifapbstin matter.; gi*p b«*r • few hours.,1*1, «»r ^ 

Sight was wuipWtalw reatorad, and tb# p«* (traction* at tilt b**d wtw .mcooacjifod* 
lirttttiBDbiMd only of much hritikiliJy ifl but without »#T WW * 

.gnat portion of th« femwuf Ort btad h.d 


w#t»t wmptawad ooJv ofmucfa iwit^Uiiy 
tb# left m, oe aaeout of «*bicl» fa* was or- 
dared to oomiaue tbo external •■§• « l “* 
opiate ablution. . , .. _ 

At present. •«« t«» the wM. 
the crwn it aiill in tir* *▼« aumunded by 
whitish semi-transparent lymph. and with- 
out causing tbo least inconvcnienca ; tb# 


com* »w*y. Sympbyueotomy was now d** 
«d*d m the oely »«*** to d*fcw the 
woman; xeatfaetot wee introduced into tfau 
bladder, end after the ittcieton through th« 
xkiu and aobcufanaoua t issue of the moue 

ou. numi'K __*~.__ ,»*»»»*. the cemUge of the aymptyai* wax 

cicatrix of the cornea i* not transparent, buti vauiiouaiy divided. »y the ©pmtwi*, the 


being at its merlin it doe* not hinder eight 
materially; tl»« pupil i« of * 11 0,, »l for® ; 
the iris is perfectly feasible end not die- 
coloured. 


cent) of the p-l«it is res orted to bees be¬ 
come enlarged by to inch more; for tin* 
operator we* ab’e to introduce Hi# hand into 
the vegioe, ntid after baring seized the rr- 
meining portion of the farad, auccerdrd in 

- . * . . ■ brinuitvj it down ; the trunk also aoon fo|- 

ItnweJ.aud delivery was, without euy lor* 
treesaarux. casr nr kyjaphymoiomt. | there diflteultv»by extraction. 
Tto acconot of tbi* catei* «rtrocl*d from ] T J l * »»»•* «w .*****•' 

<1. la MoselU. rod will Uo re,d mil. nil*- J {tfUmx !, u *„ p,,,,,,, u v t 

teat, aa it abowa ito oiiem to «UekMW*, In-, and u < } u-.ot u po»»>Me. Tk. Whiat 
is capable of healing euefa lesion* a* saw discharge was very profuse, end of e puna- 
teatarily produced ia <ympUr»otonv. At; lfnl k ' u<1 - **SJ«n*» i «' ky hectio feeut, .ma¬ 
te tb, awjroa ot .ecouebeu'r -ho p*,fom.| “?«*?“> *}''* ,Tm f t '‘ ra *- 

. . * . . . *,. within e short time, epoataaroaelv < «*nseti, 

u, -* doubt Whether «• c« prnao b.m, u! Ataut , tW4 , u ',r,„ |>e , M)0 K:ul 

in our opinion there do not exist any CMM®U n wry good health, except that she, *i nf ,« 
of labour in which tbie operation is oeoe*-1 the oporation, hnd been affected ivith iarou* 
sary, or in anyway cajiabVe tf factiitattnf> tiaentia urinte. 
delivery. 

J. M., etat. S3, of a robust constitution,! 
and iu ber nret pregnancy, bad been in la*. 
hour lor about forty-eight hours, when M.j uu.icai rtv.s at atv v«ae. 

.Stock,of CreutzwaJd Uep.de la Meuse),by : .... e H ..... 

—bom tb. row » rt'iuted, w, her h,r the' |“ W >. “T . ,f '» " 

lirst time; the waters had escaped at the; ** r " '• n1 Hcoicin** in Ante- 

beginning of labour; the child itemed t» ricn,'* by l)r. JiUcV of Udtun, will prob*h ! y 
have been dead for *«« ume ; the external he interesting to oor reafor*. Some «f the 
geuitais were swollen aud vtry paiuful, and fa* ui ,p ear la u«To he not pair absolutely 

. trout •t>:uujty «f »w<»iu*i md kb»,dy; bu jonaH| f|i u ' , „„ <h> 
tuucus was diftchoried from the vagtta. , v*- * 

The Qterine contractions k.d blrnost entirely • ,mcl,0n between different, operations i 
ceased. *2 he n-ck of ibe uirru* had coni-: reference to the degree of skill which th- 
plot el y di»appcaied f and the os was fuhj require, seems to he earned mudi luo fai 
dilated ; hut the bead, which prcaeuimi with. w ,d not very well managed; thus, probabli 
the oce pul W 4 * by , -r ,oo large for the dt- - M mwU , klU , ftD<i certamlv m,re time an 
mentions of the pelvis; tbo auiero punleiMir * ,, . , . . 

diameter «» only two inches uud a hnlf if. troubl *' i,r - ,u tUe •?***»* ‘ 

length, and the brsuicl.es ot tJ»> pubic arch, harelip than in that of depressing nitmacr 
were go near out another, that hardly two: vet the remuneration for tl»»> former is on 
lingers could b« introduced into the vanina/ 

.,l._. ,1. __I*_.•_ . f .. , _ 


so that the application of the forceps was 
out of the quest ion. As the child bad fur 
aomo time teased to give any signs of life,, 
the head was pirfoiated, and after tlie 
evacuation of the brain, the blunt hook and 
the index were alternately used, in order to 
bring the head dowu the pelvis, hut will toot 
any effect. Those various attempt* lasted 
for several hours,and exhausted the patient 


our*fifth ©! that for the latter, which is i 
less than Sfof.,* much too large a sum 1 
ordinary occasions. 

oom.av 

Verbal advice.from » u> 

l*«‘iter of uilvicc....Jo i*» 

Ordinary visit... ^ n> 

• l»r lllnek reckons llta dollar st fenr slullit 
and two-pnai:*. 







Exntt'ATjoH or a muni. 


turn . . 


r, , JT '*“ • \?>-MfclAtl» 

CflWlttftliiltttl II p 4 <IM 1 |()h >1 ft] 

Aft«TMfc,*«fe... ft 

Ni*lit riMt .. r 

VUt, pw nil., dlOlSO#* ... « • «« •• 

Visit to Suteu Island . * *,. .. W 

in winter or to • storm. 

Eir*t visit hi epidemic or other diseases, 
wLsr« personal danger it appre¬ 
hended. 5 

Etch succeeding, under Mine eircam- 

w stance* . S 

Vaccination . 5 to 10 

Each dressing of wound.. 1 to 5 

l .'upping. 5 

Bleeding in arm or foot... t 

Ditto in jugular rein.. 


Pto i w W . 

.......... tS ' 

IjtbotMy..... ISO 

Brooch etow y... «v»» «■•»■*»25 
Trephining 100 

CircBmciwon..*. •• 10 

Common com of midwifeqr. .*4 25 to 35 
Tedious or difieult labour* *... M to HO 
Cue of goaorrhoB*........ • 15 to 30 

Ditto syphilis.*5 to 100 

Preparing and giving enema. t 

Visit for opinion involriag * question 
at law, and in which a physician nay 

be fiubpcuoaed .. $ 

Extracting tooth at patieut’a house.... -ft 
5. Ditto at the surgeon’*,. 1 


Dreasing blister ..,,. 1 * *11 anmaceutjcsl chargls. 

Scarifying eye.* *»• • ..* 5; A simple prescription furnished. § 

Puncturing (edematous swelttwja ..... 9 ;Pills, perdozen...... f 

Inserting aetou. 1. . 5; Boluses, each .. \ 

1 >itto issue.. ? Electuaries, per ouuce. 1 

Visit in haste, lobe charged double j Infusions, per pound . 2 

Detention, per hour.... 3 ; Solutions, per pound .............. 

Ditto per day .... ih ; Tinctures, per ounce . f 

lotroducing catheter... 6: Ointment* and cerates, per ounce....: | 

Ditto ditto each succeeding time. 9 \ Wirters according to use.1J to 2§ 

Ditto in females .. 3 i Decoctiona, per pound... 2 

Extracting calculus from urethra 2d to 30 j A single medicine dispensed without 

iteduciug simple future. 10 to 20t . ... 1 

Ditto compound feMtarp. 30 1 An anodyne draught . $ 

1 >irto dislocation* .*4,......... S to SO j 

M to 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 

REMOVAL OP AN INFLAMED GLAND IN AN 
OPKRATION rOR CRURAL HERNIA. 


Ditto ditto of the hip ........ 3 

j’educing prolapse* ani 

Ditto hernia ..10 to US 

.Amputation of the breast............ ■>() 

Ditto leg ... M) 

Ditto hip or shoulder..........Uty to 130 

Ditto finger or toe. ........ .-i... 10 

Ditto perns .,.... 20 j December *>?ih. Saroh Smith, aged 49, 

Extirpation of teati* .*.......... .Mllwaa admittrd at 10 o’clock a.x.; states 

Ditto of eye...100 that for the lust sixteen years she has 

, Ditto tonsils..... I been 1 - 1 . - 

Ditto tumour . 

I Vrforatmg rectum .. 23 

Ditto nostrils, ear, vsgitiR, or 
urethra .. 5 to 


IS 


Opening nhaceas .. 1 to 

Dividing fienuiM lingual, or penis 3 to 
I’ararenteainsbdomittis........ 13 to 

I htio thoracis . 

Operation tor the tie douloureux .... 

Ditto for hare-lip... 

Ditto for hern .. 

I >itto for fintula |werinci.... 

Ditto ditto in ano..... 

Ditto for phvBHwi* .... 

Ditto HaiuIu lachrymalis... 

IP Into pnraphy moat* .. 

™»to wry neck. 

Ditto depressing cataract... 

Ditto extt||ptiug ditto... 

Ditto poplitcfcl aneurism ..... 

Ditto eatoiid aneurism...200 

Ditto for inguinal or external iliac.... #00 


afflicted with hernia, which occa- 
to 50! sinually descended, but that the was always 
‘ able to replace it iiutil last Friday, when 
it again came down, ai d resisted all her 
eftV.rts for its return. She. accordingly ap¬ 
plied in great pntn to the medical gentle, 
mau who usually attended her. who after 
using the taxis and giving some aperients, 
applied ice, and afterwards tried the tobacco 
ent-ma. but without avail. This gentleman 
ulso states that on Saturday, finding ail hi* 
attempts at reducrinu to be useless, he re¬ 
commended his patient to come from Rich¬ 
mond to St. George’s Hospital. This, how¬ 
ever, she did uot do until Monday morning, 
and stairs that without hor truss she would 
have been unable *0 make the journey. .She 
also states that on setting out, the tumour 
m her groin was much larger than on her 
*Jmission. Her symptom* were, some j»ain 
in the abdomen, though not so severe »* 
it was; bowels costive for the l«*» four 
dsys j tongue furred j pulse 80, and ratlwr 
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TUMitra OF THE WRIST. 


strong. It may fee remarked that there was | Sbe is now ordered some brandy and soda 


water to allay the irritation of the stomach. 

Eight o’clock r.M. Vomiting continues; 
bowels not yet opened; pulse 100, weak 
and fluttering ; the woman seems to be fast 
sinking. Repel. enema com. The brandy 
and soda water to be continued. 

*9. Eleven o'clock a.m. The woman died. 


no vomiting, nor was the abdomen at all 
tense. 

Shortly aft<*T her admission she wasplaced 
in a warm bath, and the taxis was em¬ 
ployed. 

One o’clock. The surgeons arrived, and the 
taxis was again employed by Mr. Babington 

for a sljort |wriod. Tim gfntlom.n imm «-1 Sximinalnn s j hmTS a n„ 
diatelv proposed an operation, which was « . kl . . , 

obiwWtoV Mr.K«t« ; however, oo if i °i“ e ” tl« »Momei. tl«r« .pp«r«l 
Uwf Kprowittd to Mr. KM. (by “ tnc *? k ° ««■“ there .m 

llal.ington .o<i Ht.wki.is) that t£. worn.. *°“ e ‘ dh '' ,,nn * lhe 

tod boon ill Mmonyd.,., that o.ory .Sort j""* 1 ,°“ CDt ™’ " l,ic1 ' .W"" 1 ,. “ **'• 
a. reduction tort proved osole.., „d that 1 ?“'' d f ° r °“ ?"**»■».* 

•ho l,.d already toe.. four dour, in the ho.-1,‘° "‘• P , r l ' cul “' P"'‘>™ “ f 
pit.), he consented, wlueh wa. the u»m.d..te otowt of oar ro. 

On Mr. Keate being qoe.ti.med on tLp 1 n u ‘[y U prored to be .omewlmt 

subject of the cou.pl.iut by a pupil, to*.! «l«tk-coloared for about two third, of... e.r- 
-erred that '■ i. Z a cruml I,end. hu . cerf'il y uo. ....taeof 

dio.ely la coufct with the .rural .].e.tb,!! 
and a. distinct ft cuts it eyer came under; .. ® . !!f d 


his notice.” 

OPERATION. 

Mr. Babington proceeded to make a per¬ 
pendicular incision in a line with the 
tumour, after which he divided some cellu¬ 
lar tissue ; he then proceeded to divide the. 
fascia, when a soft tumour came into view, 
which for a short time was mistaken for the 
Kcrnin. Hie surgeons, however, were con¬ 
vinced of their mistake, and Mr. Babington 
proceeded to remove more cellular tissue, 
but no hernia was discernible. Mr. Kcat« 
then passed his finger as far as the crural 
ring, and staled he felt the intestine 
pressing against the ring. Mr. Babington 
immediately removed the soil tumour, which 
proved to be au inflamed gland, and looking 
round said, that the hernia had passed up 
and he was happy lie. had uot to divide the 
stricture. 

The answers made by the surgeons in a 
body to the pupils, were not very satisfac¬ 
tory ; and ou application to them separately 
to ascertain “ what kind of hernia it was, 5 ’ 
one surgeon stated that it was omental, 
another iutesiinal, and a third, thatif it! 
were intestine he saw above the gland, 


adhesions between it and the sac, nor was 
uny portion of it under the cruul arch. 


HOPITAL DK LA CHA1UTE. 

VASCULAR TUMOUR OF THE WRIST—U<..V 
TUftt OF Till' IIRACHIAL AliTF-HV. 

D-, mtat. .‘hi, of a vigorous constitu¬ 

tion, was admitted on the 10th of Novem¬ 
ber, with a tumour at the right wrist, 
which, according to hid statement, had ub«ut 
six months ago begun to form, without ever 
causing any grout inconvenience. It occu¬ 
pied the whole circumference of the wrist, 
was free from pain, even ou pressure, and 
exhibited obscure fluctuation ; the skin was 
of reddish hue, the subcutaneous veins were 
distended with blood, and the pulsations of 
the rudial artery were felt very superficially. , 
lu order to clear up the diagnosis of llio 
case, which M. Roux waa rather disposed 
to consider as one of white swelling, an ex¬ 
ploratory puncture was made at the most 
prominent part oF the tumour, which gave 


„ issue to a small quantity of bloody serum, 
it was very dark-coloured,” but could not j and during which, M. Boux thought he felt 
give a positive answer. j the instrument enter the substance of the 

A suture was introduced, a T bandage radius, and penetrate through a tissue of 
applied, and the woman wasplaced in bed.*small osseous lamina:. On further exnrai- 


She was ordered as follows:— Epsom salts , 
one drachm; Peppermint water, half an 
ounce, in the farm of a draught, to he re¬ 
peated every hour till the bowels are moved. 
Eight p.m. Calomel, ten a rams immediately. 

Dec. 2U. Has passed a bad night, no 
sleep; great pain in the abdomen ; tongue 
foul; pain in the head ; vomiting incessant; 
hiccup; pulse 100, and very weak ; bowels 
very slightly open. Calomel to he repented 
immediately. She also hud a common injec¬ 
tion in the course of the night. 


nation, the tumour was found to pulsate in 
its whole extent; on corapreaainii of the 
brachial artery, these pulsations ceased, and 
the tumour diminished in rice. All these 
symptoms convinced M. Houx, that the cose 
waa one of vascular tumour in the substance } 
of the bone. As to the most proper method * 
of treatment, he hesitated between the liga¬ 
ture of the racial or ty^chitil tjptery, hut 
finally decided upon tying the latter. The 
operation waa performed on the 7th of De¬ 
cember in the following mannerAu iuci- 
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sion, two inches in length, was made at the 
inner aide of the middle of the upper arm, 
and the vessel laid bare for about half an 
inch; a double ligature was then passed 
under it by means of a director, and the 
artery tied, with the interposition of a cy¬ 
linder of sticking-plaster between the threads 
and the vessel. At the moment when the 
ligature was applied, the tumour became 
less in Bize, and the pulsatious in it ceased 
altogether. The wound wns covered with 
lint, and a bladder with ice was applied 
over the tumour. On the following day the 
tumour bad still diminished in size ; the 
temperature of the arm was slightly in¬ 
creased, and the patient was in every re¬ 
spect going on well.—- Lane, Franf. 


HOSPITAL BE BICElllE. 

ASPHYXIA IV I»»*Mt*»KSONS. 


I bles." He was once, observed suddenly to 
stop; and as the keeper thought it was one 
of his usual tits, he did not take any notice of 
him until he saw that he was quite motionless. 
Assistance was immediately procured; and 
as no cause of this sudden death could be 
found, it occurred to the “ interne” whether 
this was not a case of asphyxia dependent 
upon the same cause as in the instance 
related above; lie accordingly examined the 
pharynx, and succeeded in extracting from 
it and the (esophagus a large quantity of 
bread and other food; but it was without 
any effect, and life remnined extinct. On 
examination of the body, the pharynx and 
(esophagus contained scarcely any food, but 
in the larynx almost half an ounce of it was 
foand; the trachea and bronchia were 
healthy ; the lungs were slightly emphyse¬ 
matous.— Lane, Franf. 


It seems that in some cases of insanity, 
und iu particular in the last stage, which is 
characterized by several paralyticsl affec¬ 
tions, the pharynx, (esophagus, end muscles 
of the larynx, are also in aBtste of torpidity; 
so that, alter deglutition, the bolus remains 
in the pharynx, and either by the intercep¬ 
tion of air. or by entering the cavity of the 
larynx, may cause asphyxia- The following 
two cases of this kind were lately observed 
by M. Ferres, at the above hospital. 

A man, about forty years of t'ge, had. 
after several attacks of mania, became idi¬ 
otic, and affected.with genera! paralysis,— 
such ns trembling of the limbs, insensi¬ 
bility of the skin, stammering, ike ,; the 
digestive and respiratory secretions were 
natural. On the morning of the Sfttb of 
November he appeared to be in his habitual 
state of relative health, and at noon or about 
one o'clock sat down to dinner as usual, 
win u be suddenly and whilst eating dropped 
down, and was, after a few minutes, found 


KLKCTXO* or AN ASSISTA Vl-Stf ROEON TO 
WXSTMtKSTr.n HOSPTtA L. 

A vacancy has occurred in the office of 
assistant-surgeon to the above hospital, and 
Mr. G. D. Dermott, of Gerrard Street, has 
addressed an admonitory letter to the gover¬ 
nors, in which he offers himself as a candi¬ 
date for the situation, in the hope that an 
example will be set in the present instance 
by a public election. The following is an 
extract from Mr. Dermott’s appeal :— 

" At present medical officers arc chosen 
for public institutions, in England, by a 
shameful process of intriguing after private 
interest. My proposal is that you place 
this election upon the basis of merit, just as 
medical elections are conducted in France. 
Let there be a public and fair examination 
of the professional merits of those who may 
offer themselves as candidates before corn- 


by the “ interne” without any signs of life; i petent and disinterested judges, members 
no spasmodic affection of the reapiratory j of the profession, or otlieT gentlemen who 
organa, or any kind of struggle, lind pre-' may wish miscellaneously to attend, 
ceded his death. On examination, the 41 It has been stated that an examination, 
brain exhibited signs of chronic imflamma- as to capability of talent or professional 
tion ; the cavity of the pharynx contained a j knowledge, would he offering uu indignity 
large quantity of half-chewed food, part of • to the medical candidates: but who are the 
which was found pressing on the upper sur- j men thut say so'! Those very individuals 
face of the epiglottis, so as to intercept i who depend upon their private interest, not 
completely the passage of air; in the cavity j upon professional knowledge, for their suc- 
of the larynx there was also u small portion j cess ; and who, at the sound of an examina- 
of food, and the trachea and larger bronchia ;tio», would retire into the dark abodes 
contained about two ounces of it. The other j of * Owls' and ‘Hats.’ The field would 
viscera did not offer any-thing of interest. ! then be thrown open to just competition; 

The same accident happened to a man of: the medical man would become hospital 
about 60 yean of age, who was affected with physician, surgeon, or apothecory, in a way 
epilepsy add nmniu, and alter having been at. most honourable and gratifying to himself; 
the Hospital for Revornl years, hud lately ; and instead of feeling that the scrutiny of 
been placed in the “Section doa Incurs-:las talent had insulted his merit, it would 
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fi>t «TM MINUS kiB frith'* Kplmdour of] 
frtll-umdihnw, iid bt»»w eoaSSew* n 
the jwWie wind as to the treatment of pa- 
treats within the institution. 

A Man, on lbs other head, who obtain* 
hospital appointment by the preseat ferret¬ 
ing srslein, wreaths reed* for hi# brow 
instead of laurel*; and I, for one, rhaterer 


is introduced into a dark apart®***, 
permitted gradually to sppfoaeb the eye, 
until the pupil becomes extremely small; It 
will then be observed. tlmt the circle of the 
pupil is first contracted—that tbs radial 
fibres again dilate it. but so slightly that 
the first motion «w the most effectual; and 
this alternation continues until contraction 


•nsienu Ol liuiri*) BIIU S| >«> --I- - , i 1 |i>t . 

may be my personal friendship and esteem . of the pupil is iccompUhed. When the 
for some of my brethren who are at present \ light is withdraws, iu stimulus ceasing to 
hospiinl surgeons, shall for ever regard such j affect the circular fibres, the radial contract 
a process of obtaining false Fame and increase (and increase the aperture ; but tire circular 
of pecuniary gain, with the utter contempt i now take ou a Counter action in the ssiue 
which it deserves. Should you however, ■ proportion as tlie ladis) dni before, so tout 
gentlemen, throw open the election to fair i the pupil is again diminished -, these mo- 
competition, I would he the first to throw j tious continue until the pupil b»» gained its 
down my gauntlet. 1 former size. These phenomeu* proas india- 


• Lastly, let me entreat you to embrace 
tibia occasion to prove to the world that you 
are real philanthropist* ; that you are advo¬ 
cates for liberty of science; that you wish 
merit and fame, like twia sisters, to go 
hand in hand; that you have the welfare of! 
the institution, the welfare of the patients, 
and the welfare of all your countrymen, at 
heart.” 

“ Westminster Dispensary, 

Gerranl Street, Soho, 

Nov., iwo. rt 


on tut. laws which kegcla** th# 
MOTIONS OF THE IRIS. 


The experiments oF Berzelius, Monro, 

.lacob, nnd B.mer, tend materially to prove 
that the iris is shaped from muscular fibres,! the sun, of a lamp, Ut. 
which are arranged into a circular ami n 


pntably, that if there ife circular fibres, 
light is their direct stimulus, affecting them 
alone: light does not then relax the oppo¬ 
nent muscle, for it continues to contruct 
against ilia fares of the other, which fore* 
seems iu proper stimulant, aud which only 
yields to a strong light, not to the light of 
day. The latter keep* the circular fibres iu 
a perpetual and almost invisible motion, 
which motion, pulling on the radial fibres, 
keeps them greatly contracted. Hence, 

I. Light is the stimulus which causes the 
orbicular fibres to contract. 

J. Contraction of the orbicular fibres 
brings the radial fibre}* iato a state of ten- 
siou, which tension is equivalent to# direct 
stimulus, and causes their contraction. 

3. Tension is a stronger stimulant to the 
redial, tbau the diluted light of day is to the 
orbicular fibres, but weskrr than the light of 


redial system; the first is supposed to effect i 
the closure; the lust, the dilatation of the 
pupil of the eye. 

More than a hundred years ago, the in¬ 
dustrious Mery failed, after s long search 
for muscular fibres, in detecting their exist¬ 
ence : the penetrating eye of Dr. Knox has 
been alike unsuccessful: /.tin could not 
discover circular fibres, aud 1 much doubt 
Whether he has been leu happy thun others 
in his reseurrhes. The'focis which 1 am 
about to mention, mav be accounted for by 
the contractions and dilatation* of the radial 
fibres; or by the alternate motions of the 
circular and radial: as the latter are gene¬ 
rally admitted, I follow them, although uot 
convinced of their truth. 

Both the circular and radial fibres are 
concerned, either in a contraction, (ff a 
dilatation of the pupil; neither the former 
nor the latter effect takes place in health (1 
cannot answer for disease), without the con- 
cuftcncs of both; contraction being deter- 
, mined by the grower acth.u ul the circular, 
and dilatation by that of the radial system. 
'Hus is seen best when a concentrated light 


T. G. H ue. 
Glasgow, Dec.?5th, 1B.HO. 


TREATMENT Of CHROMIC F.NLA HO F.M S.N1 OT 
JHI TONSILS WITH IODINE. 

Bff 0. Smith, MM- CM., «*r. or. 

In a late number of Trir. Lancvt 1 in¬ 
serted tin* results of a case of rnnula whip], 
J successfully treated with iodine tinct., to 
which case 1 was induced to give publicity 
before the cure was completed, that others 
who should meet with this disease might 
give this medicine a fair trial in preference 
to the usual modes of operating, which have 
with few exceptions been not ouly painful 
and hazardous, but uncertain in then results. 
Finding that the iodine in this case acted so 
powerfully, and with such certainty, l de¬ 
cided ou trying its merits in other cases of 
u similar character, ou the first favourable 
opportunity which should occut in practice. 
The following is a case of cougenital en¬ 
largement of the tonsil glands, with the 
affect of kidioe, as inserted iu my cuso- 
book* 



loBtire nr SK£iitctaft i0H8ii& 




DEuter O., ig«l «ii, mu brsoglt to »y i «iool«; lymptuu cmiiilntbly tlanwd 

•mg.ry F.bniwjr S6tfi but; eomptuiwd of!the pttMtt, but tb«j wire won nliind' 
no {win, bat ind great difictrfty of breathing, r 


jmnifuUrf r in tbe night-when asleep ; each 
Inspiration was performed with a laborious 
effort in the respiratory otmeles, aud from 
thr ultmaie hurried end oppressive breath¬ 
ing* sometime* • considerable cessation 
was produced ; the parents of tlie boy were 
only anxious to learn if tbe disease was 
likely to prove suddenly fetal, as they did 
nut 


by an emetic followed up with the warm 
bath and a laxative;'that the stomach might 
regain its usual total suspended the medi¬ 
cine for two or three days, and recommenced 
with only twelve drops (it may be noticed 
that if thia medicine is suspended for any 
length of time, it is not sufc to resume the 
dose that was given before the interval of 
suspension) three times a day, gradually in- 


;y to pi ore puuurmj i«ni t mm o’-"v 

flatter themselves that soy-tiling could j creating till we reached twenty-four drops, 
be done to alleviate his sufferings, much j the former dose; the effect was not so alarm- 
lew did they anticipate » cure. His drift-; ing as before, but 1 found this was the maxi- 
eulty of breathing wm brat observable when j mum dose, from a partial recurrence of tbe 
four months old, gradually becoming more former symptoms. The first change which 
troublesome, but within the last two or j was effected, as iu ray former case, was a 
three years it was quite alarming; the parents'; general improvement in the system, which 
of the bov had applied to every souroe fur j partially convinced me that itsefiect might 
relief where there waa. tbe most remote’ be salutary to some extent, and that by 


chance, but all refused to Interfere in a esse 
which had always been trolled by operation, j 
and that operation uncertain iu its results, j 
with the exception of one of our old ladies ,! 
who promptly applied a blister all over the 
chest, and pronounced the disease, consump¬ 
tion. From the sonorous breathings, which 
could be heard at a considerable distance, I 
examined his throat, end could easily per¬ 
ceive nu unnatural enlargement of the to nail 
glands, which were considerably larger thaa 
jit generally tbeWWincyaancbe tonsillaris; 
they occupied the whole of the posterior 
arch, pressing upwards the velum peudulum 
pniati, exciting frequent retching, with a 
suffocating feetiug from the uvula passing 


steady continuance in its use more would 
be effected than I had at first anticipated. 
Watching narrowly from timo to time foT a 
lessening of the general structure of the 
gland, 1 waa not a little aurpriaed on tbe 
tenth week of the medicine to see on tlte 
anterior part of the right tonsil four small 
openings, which 1 concluded were the ex¬ 
cretory ducts considerably dilated ; this no 
doubt was the effect of the medicine, al¬ 
though operating very differently from what 
I expected; the glands appeared to be 
affected very peculiarlv both in colour and 
alteration of surface; the openings gradually 
enisled till they attained the astuuishmg 
size of two hues in diameter; with gre»t 


behind the tonsils ih inspiration, and re- j caution 1 introduced mv probe into each 
quiriug a convulsive effort to force it ante-‘ opening, nod could easily reel several small 
tior Ut them, bufih was the miserable j gritty substances, which ou extraction 1 
situation of u»v young patient when first found to be small calculi; at different times 
presented for eumtroawm. j I extracted ten in all, wmglnng on an average 

Not willing to 1ojn» lime in a case which, three aud a half grains each. 1 washed the 
cron an attach of simple catarrh might render cavity with warm water, nnd gave strict 
fatal, 1 explained to them the necessity of'orders that nothing but fluids should pass 
prompt interference in a caw so critical, and. iuro the stomach. 

instantly proposed excision or ligature |S the lam utterly unable to(account for the 
only remaining, chance ; the friends were, peculiar way in which in this ease the iodine 
however, averse to any manual interference, acted, otherwise than by supposing that its 
supposing that from his great weakness he influence on tbe glandular system, fire., was 
could not rally alter an operation. Ke- so great that there was a considerable ab- 
coHeeting the great influence which 1 bad sorption of the natural structure of the 
rcpi-utadiy witnessed to be exerted by gliwd, which continuing to act pressed oa 
iodine, 1* immediately ordered eight drops the contained substance or calculi, and 
of the Tint ture (the strength of tincture 1; these* no doubt found an easier exit at tbe 
use is iu the proportion of thirty-six grains excretory duct than any-where else, 
of iodine to one ounce of rectified spirit;! 1 gave the iodine a lair mat in two eases 
mar.erute for fourteen uaya and strain) twice i of chronic enlargement of the testicle with- 
a day in a little sugar aud water, with direc- ;obt any decided advantage. 


tions to increase tbe dose, two drops every 
second day, mid earn fully to observe what 
effect the inert-used dose produced ; wln-n 
we bad reached twenty-four drops three 
times a* day, the pulient complained of 
swimming in the bead, stupor, loss of recol¬ 
lection, sickness, -vomiting, aud bloody 


Barnsley, Yorkshire, Dec. 2d, LB3Q. 



SIS RUSSIAN CHOLERA.-] 


CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 


[JP/wh a CorrttptmdenL] 

It is said to be in contemplation to send 
It medical deputation from England to 
Russia, to investigate tbe nature ol the 
epidemic prevailing in that country ; if so, 
we trust that the individuals composing it 
will be selected with judgment and impar¬ 
tiality, and not like Gibraltar, left to those 
who have an object in perpetuating the doc¬ 
trines of contagion and non-liability to 
second attacks. Should it be iutended to 
make it a military medical deputation, and 
volunteers from the half-pay of the medical 
department are. uot procured, as it will be a 
service not only of severity but danger, it is 
to be hoped that the duty will be given to 
some of the accomplished and experienced 
officers who hare been for many years luxu¬ 
riating on the wealth bestowed upon them 
by the public for services, tbe importance 
of which were bitUorto unknown to. the offi¬ 
cers of the department generally. Amongst 
the number may be mentioned Sir James 
fellows, Sir James K. Grant, Dr. Frank, 
inspectors of hospitals, and Dr. Somerville 
(formerly a member of the Army Medical 
Board), a name first in importance, and it may 
be added, the greatest in military medical 
jobbing, who la at present in possession of a 
bouse from the public, and 5001. per annum, 
at Chelsea, and of 000/. per annum, as a 
retired member of tbe Army Medical Board; 
if tin's great, learned, and scientific doctor, 
in addition to his many accomplishments, 
is endowed with ordinary feelings, aud 
should be asked for what services to his 
country he is thus remunerated, he would 
blusb on recounting them; yet, if reports tire 
correct, these are the least part ol his spoils, 
his loaves and babes st tbe Cape of Good 
Hope and in Canada are unnumbered, but 
of which we may be able to give some 
account at a future period. It would be well 
if the director-geiif rul, whose propensities 
for jobbing ore rather suspected, would take 
a hint, if it is not already too late, aa it is 
said a view of the department is soon likely 
to be submitted to the public exposing the 
extraordinary chaos into which, either from 
ignorance or motives more unpardonable, 
he has plunged it. Such a staie of things 
is, perhaps, unprecedented in any organised 
department. 

We observe that by accounts from Berlin, 
dated December 24, tbe Minister of Science, 
of Instruction, aud of Public Health , has di¬ 
rected four physicians to proceed to Moscow 
to study the cholera murbtu in all its stages. 
Dr, l>au»c has already set out for St. Fcten- 


flEACH OF ETIQUETTE. 

burgh j b« will be followed by I>rt. Quittake 
and Barchemtsch. The chief of tbo Physi¬ 
cians, Abort do Gumbenuen, is to put him¬ 
self at the head of this deputation. 


ALLEGED CX. AM DESTINE VOIT-MORTEM 
EXAMINATION. 


To the Editor of Tut. Invert, 

Sir,—M any thanks for your exertions on 
behalf of the medical pupils of this metropo¬ 
lis ; they have incurred a deal of gratitude 
to you, which they will not very easily pay. 
But with all your exertions, you have not 
been able to instil into the raiuds of all our 
teachers, those principles of honour which 
ought to guide the whole of their conduct: 
witness the following circumstance which 
has lately occurred.—Hating attended Mr. 
Waller’s'excellent practical lectures on mid¬ 
wifery at the School in Aldersgate Street, I 
afterwards attended the practice of the Lon¬ 
don and Southwark Midwifery Institution. 
During this lime, it fell to my lot to attend 
a poor woman who was delivered of a child 
with a very large tumour joining from the 
back of the head. The child died, and L 
waa anxious to have the advantage of an 
inspection. My preceptor Mr. Waller, aud 
likewise Mr. Tyrrell, who had previously 
seen tbe case, both wished for the examina¬ 
tion : whilst we were endeavouring to ob¬ 
tain permission, judge of my surprise at 
hearing that Mr. Stanley, of St. Bartholo¬ 
mew’s Hospital, unknown to any of us, hud 
been to tLe house of our patient with some 
of liia dressers, and had actually the imper¬ 
tinence to propose an examination to be con¬ 
ducted by himself; thus endeavouring to 
doprive us, who had been anxiously watch¬ 
ing the case, and to whom it properly be- 
louged, of the advantage we had a right to 
expect in preference 10 any oue else. I 
sincerely hope such a violation of profes¬ 
sional etiquette does not often occur. Since 
there is no tribunal for the punishment of 
conduct of this kind, tbe ouly chance of 
obtaining redress ia to lay the grievance be¬ 
fore the public. 

I remora yours respectfully, 

A Pupil op Mu. Waller. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mcdza. Should a reply to the paper in¬ 
serted this week be deemed necessary, may 
we request that brevity be adopted aa a 
motto. 

Q. asks, “ Is it proper that poor patients 
should be sent from St. George’s Hospital 
with their eyes cut out !** 
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Medicine no Mystery; king a brief Out¬ 
line of the Principles of Medical Science, 
%c. 8fc. By T. Morrison, M.D. Second 
edition. London: H. Wish bourne, 1830, 
l*mo. pp. 165. 

The object of thfatt|aelise, r« the author 
infonnt at, it to 4 * ext!t the dignity of the 
science of medicine,” and to “ induce edu¬ 
cated persona to take a general view of the 
principles of medical science, by removing 
the veil of obaeority and mystery which 
has so long been thrown over them!” What 
Dr. Morrison understands by the " dignity" 
of the science of medicine, he hts not been 
pleased to define; but he certainly takes 
a very extraordinary way of upholding it* 
when he seta out with a gross and male¬ 
volent attack on the majority of the mem*: 
here of the profession, the whole body of; 
English surgeons in general practice. Ac¬ 
cording to Dr. Morrison, the only medical 
men deserving that title and the confidence 
of the public, are physicians, or that com¬ 
paratively small class to which he himself 
belongs. All the jtjgt, or to use his own 
words, the pemona. ^'who engross five< 
sixths of the practice of the medics! art," 
are - V- 

. - - . low pretenders-—illiberal retail¬ 
ers of drugs snd nostrums—empirical nos¬ 
trum. mongers— -gross and ignorant dnbblers 
in physic, whose only ideas of the profes- 
eiou they presume to follow, are derived 
from hearsay and precedent, who (incapable 
of reading in the book of nature) are only 
confirmed in their errors by the practice of 
them; who mistake symptoms for causes, 
and in whose short-sighted views the idea 
of an ailmeut and a nostrum arc. so ^sepa¬ 
rably united, that the one uniformly follows 
the other iu their bungling and self-interest¬ 
ed practice." 

Although it is sufficiently evident that it 
is the general practitioner who is here at- 
No, 385. 


[1830-31. 

tacked, yet we should have been almost un¬ 
willing to suppose that such abuse could 
have been heaped upon so respectable a 
body, did not tbe author afterwards ex¬ 
press himself in still more unequivocal terms. 
He there expressly mentions “ the apothe¬ 
cary," represents him as ** destitute of the 
power of understanding disease or temper¬ 
ament, thus making the body of his pa¬ 
tient a thoroughfare for bis whole shop," 
&c., and as, consequently, aggravating, in¬ 
stead of alleviating, the disease which he is 
called upon to remedy; and concludes by 
lamenling the general ignorance respecting 
the medical profession, which induces the 
unfortunate patient to trust bit life in such 
hands. The -foregoing extracts we have 
taken from the preface, which is of consi¬ 
derable length f but the author takes every 
opportunity of returning to the subject iu 
the body of the work; thus, when speaking 
of the use of cold affusion in fever, he ob¬ 
serves, 

“ I rcgiet to say, that this practice has of . 
late fallen into much disuse, and I have no 
hesitutioa in attributing this to the arts of 
the ignorant and interested nostrum-mon¬ 
gers, whose practices I have glanced at in 
the introduction. Cold water is a remedy 
that is not chargeable ; it is also a powerful 
and a quick means of curing disease: two 
circumstances sufficient to excite a hydro¬ 
phobia or dread of water among the vile 
mercenaries 1 am speaking of. Accordingly 
they have left no means untried tu bring 
this salutary practice into disuse," &c. 

Considering that such language as this 
could not have proceeded from a person of 
liberal education and enlightened under¬ 
standing, our readers will not be surprised, 
when we inform them, that though ushered 
in with such high pretensions, the treatise 
itself is utterly unworthy the " scientific 
physician," and would almost disgrace the 
“ miserable dabbler in physic," the " des* 
LL 
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picsble ” apothecwy. The first part, or that 
which professes to give a brief account of 
the anatomy and physiology of the human 
body, is far inferior to some, and certainly 
superior to none, of the already-existing 
popular worts on the subject; the second 
^>art, which contains an imperfect classifica¬ 
tion of diseases (somewhat upon the Bni- 
nonian theory, viz., on the principle of ac¬ 
celerated or retarded action of the different 
systems), and purport! to give a general 
illustration of their nature and treatment, 
is in part almost unintelligible to the gene¬ 
ral reader, in part calculated to mislead him, 
and serves only to exhibit the ignorance 
of the author and bis incapacity for the com¬ 
position of such a Work. We may venture, 
therefore, to affirm, that no one after perus¬ 
ing it would have his knowledge of medi¬ 
cine increased, or be at all more capable of 
discriminating between the enlightened and 
the ignorant practitioner. When wie read 
that “ the muscular system is developed, 
to a certain extent, in,the lungs;" that 
“ the motions of the diaphragm are alter¬ 
nate with those of the muscles which ele¬ 
vate the ribs ;” that “ one of tbe moat im¬ 
portant actions of the muscular system is 
tbe power that it exerts of moving the 
blood in its course towards the heart in tbe 
Veins, which are themselves passive orgsns 
incapable of exerting any power over their 
contents;” that “ tbe tortoise and the crab 
have alike an entirely external skeleton 
that “ the pelvis contains all the floating 
bowelsthat ” the nerve of the sense of 
taste is distributed over the tongue, palate, 
lips, inside of the cheeks, throat,” Ac.; that 
inflammation terminates only in three ways, 
and that the “ purulent matter is always 
contained in a bag that “ all the diseases 
called dropsies originate either in a debility 
of the extreme vessels of tbe lymphatic 
system, or from some tumours which press 
on the main trunks of it, and thus oiler a 
mechanical resistance to tbe passage of their 
contents;” See., Ac., Ac.,—we know not 
which to admire most, the ignorance or the 
assurance of the author, and without occu¬ 
pying our time and apace any further with 
ljis miserable performance, we consign it 
and him to the well-merited contempt of ail 
the respectable part of the profession. 


A Practical Treatise on Glanders and 
Farcy in the Horse t Sfc. By Richard 
Vinks, Vet. Surg., Teacher of Anatomy 
at the Veterinary College. Coloured 
plates. London, Longman and Co., 1830. 
8vo. pp. 208. 

Glanders and farcy are among the most 
important, because they are tbe most de¬ 
structive, chronic diseases to which the 
horse is liable. If we but consider the pre¬ 
vailing opinion respecting the incurable na¬ 
ture of glanders, such a work as that which 
is before us, professing to advocate new 
views on these subjects, and proposing more 
effectual methods of treatment and cure, 
would at least hov« pretensions to the no¬ 
tice of all who take in interest iu the most 
noble of our domestic animals. If it be also 
admitted that medical science, or rather 
human susgery, is susceptible of illustra¬ 
tion or improvement, by conclusions drawn 
from experiments upon brutes, perbnps the 
diseases under consideration are those from 
a true knowledge of which we msy derive 
the greatest advantage by analogical rea¬ 
sonings, especially when these are not car¬ 
ried beyond that proper ami limited point 
to which the sinter sciences of bumuu and 
comparative pathology may safely go. 

These objects also are best attained when 
diseases are considered separately, and more 
at large than is usual in veterinary works, 
which, with a few exceptions, profess to 
explain the treatment and cure of all mala¬ 
dies whatsoever, and thereby conceal a want 
of knowledge on ptAicylar subjects. But 
Mi. Vines’s publication, while it ia free 
from this charge, has alio other uncommon 
circumstances attending it. He holds a 
situation as “ teacher of anatomy and phy¬ 
siology at the Royal Veterinary College,” a 
place whence no publication of any kind or 
character bas emanated lince the commence¬ 
ment of our journal, nor, we believe, for 
many years before, and even now, not only 
is this woik not to be regarded aa an official 
production of the united labours of tbe 
teachers, but it must be inferred from many 
pArts of the work, that the author'asuperiora 
41 in office," Messrs. Coleman and itewtfl, 
so far from assisting or concvning in his 
experiments or views, were, rather, directly 
opposed to them. Whatever msy have been 
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thpir motive! for tliii conduct, the citcum* 
ctanca only afibrdi another reason for ex¬ 
amining the opiniona of Mr. Vines more 
closely, while it does not in itself impeach 
their value. 

The work commences with a short sum* 
mary of the opinions of various writers re¬ 
specting farcy and glanders, from the earliest 
times to the present; and we find Mr. Vines 
differing from a lung list of veterinary 
authors, who, he says, page 2, 

" Have fallen into great error, by imagin 
ing that glanders and farcy are caused or 
produced by • jioiaon contained in the 
blood, and that on the effeota of this poison 
depends all the alteration in the atructure or 
disease of those parts which are generally 
affected,—as the membrane lining the nos¬ 
trils, the lungs, and skin. This is the doc¬ 
trine now maintained and taught by Mr. 
Colemnn, and that the mode of action is by its 
attacking such parts of the body as are most 
susceptible of its action, constituting gland¬ 
ers when the membrane of the nose, or sub¬ 
stance of the lungs, is affected, and farcy, 
when the akin and lymphatic vessels ire 
diseased ; and I apprehend this is the moat 
generally-prevatling opinion even amongst 
nun-veterinarians, farriers, and others i and it 
is this notion of a poison, it appears, that baa 
given riae to ganders being a specific dis- 
eme, and consequently to practitioners en¬ 
deavouring to discover a medicine which 
would unite with the supposed specific poi¬ 
son in the blood, to neutralism aud destroy 
it by its specific effects.” 

At page 3, we find lits own opinions ex¬ 
pressed as follows 

“ All the symptoms of disease which con- 


then terms indicating unhealthy disease of 
certain parts of the body, particularly those 
of the mucous membrane which lines the 
nose, the substance of the lungs, the cellu¬ 
lar membrane underneath. Veterinarians 
and farriers, from not having made a dis¬ 
tinction between the healthy aud unhealthy 
state of the system when inflammatory dis¬ 
ease appears, or from being totally unac¬ 
quainted with the fact, have been in confu¬ 
sion, and fallen into many errors respecting 
glauders and farcy. For some contend that 
the symptoms of disease in one horse indi¬ 
cate glanders or farcy, and others that they 
do not, and consequently they have been 
obliged to make use of various auxiliary 
terms to express what they meant, such aa 
suspected , bordering on, or approaching to, 
glanders or farcy, words of little or no im¬ 
port beyond that of showing that there are 
degrees of unhealthy appearances, aud 
whioh appearances constitute the symptoms 
of disease." 

W« shall forbear to quote from the chap¬ 
ter oh the " symptoms which constitute 
what is termed glanders and farcy,”' because 
they are confessedly liable to so much varia¬ 
tion ; and we apprehend most of our read¬ 
ers are sufficiently acquainted with the po¬ 
pular opinions on the subject. The author 
next proceeds to describe these symptoms, 
when they are the “ result of common in¬ 
flammatory diseases, as strangles, common 
coWs, epieootic disease, inflammation of the 
lungs,” 6ic. r and also when occurring inde¬ 
pendently of these diseases. 

lie subsequently enters separately into a 
description of the diseases which are liable. 


stitute gland er* and farcy, invariably depend j if ba<i! >' treated, to terminate in glanders or 
upon the unhealthy StAte of the system into j farcy, beginning with that affection of the 
which it is reduced 1 or brought, and not, as! throat and neighbouring glands commonly 
is generally supposed, from a specific poison I CR |led slranglea, in which he denies the pro- 
contained in the blood: end these svmptonis; • t *■ , , , ___„ 

. , • 7 . priety of the depletive system so generally 

of <tis»-use are found to depend oo and arise * J 1 \ * f 

from a variety of causes, whether they oc- J flowed, although we think that his mode 
cur at the latter states or stages of common ; of treatment will not be novel to the ©b- 
healthy inflammatory diseases, which take j servant practitioner. He endeavours to 
place either directly or indirectly, in ditto*- j draw a distinction between the common, 

the lungs, grease, d.opsy (anasarca or ! ^ that in winch u is suppressed and ter- 
te.denia), injuries, &c.j or whether they J nunnies unfavourably, sometimes in gland - 
arise independently uf bucIi diseases. For'ers ; but we see no occasion for dividing 
when the system is brought into an un- this part of the subject into so manv chap- 
n.'oHl.j ami » ttur. or !«» U..l>ilitoted *t.m; „ a , e c01lfusi „. rep ,Ution of “ tne 

“‘j "* "”''7,7 i »<i /»/«-i™, m u>.t» 

01 any di these diseases, and the following i . f , , 

symptoms occur, they then constitute gland- * BI 8 ht Uv « bt * eu Rented by pointing out 
era or farcy.” Under this view ! the varieties of phenomena, and symptoms, 

of the subject, then, it muat appear that j which occur iu a healthy and a debilitated 
glanders aud farcy are nothing more nor leas j subject. 


LL2 



M6 


VINES ON GLANDERS AND FARCY. 


Distemper or epizootic disease he con -1 
aiders is not infectious or contagious, and is I 
to he treated in most instances with tonics, 1 
rather than by large bleedings and purga¬ 
tives, making allowance fur the state of the 
horse and ibe aeaaon of the year, to which j 
he always appears to ascribe particular in-. 
iluence. | 

In inflammation of thtflunga our author 
reprobates the common practice of bowelling 
aud blistering as more likely to irritate and 
weaken the horse, than to produce good 
effect by their couuter-action, and thinks 
that the debility thus induced is frequency 
the cause of glanders and farcy supervening, 
but sometimes also from the animal's being 
taken to work, or turned out to grass, before 
they have sufficiently recovered strength. 
Violent bleedings are disapproved of. 

Having gone through his description of 
the diseases which sometimes terminate in 
farcy and glanders, which is not the least 
interesting part of the work, we came totlie 
nature and causes of theae affections under 
all circumstances, and when they arise in¬ 
dependent of otbeT complaints. The author 
throughout appears to believe Lhat the symp¬ 
toms conjoined, or separately, which con¬ 
stitute glanders aud farcy, are considered 
ns essentially indicating a debilitated, or,j 
as he terms it, an >( unhealthy ” state of the ! 
system in general. When the skin only is j 
affected, us with buds or ulcers, or oedema- i 
tous swellings, the symptoms are called! 
“ farcy,” but when the mucous membrane j 
of the nostrils and lungs partake of disease, j 
and become ulcerated with discharge of 
* 4 unhealthy” matter from the nostrils, and 
swelling and induration of the submnxiliary 
lymphatic glands, it then takes the name, of 
u glanders,” but without any real difference 
being necessary in tLeir treatment, although 
one set of symptoms may exist independent 
of the other. 

Tubercles, vomice, and hepatization. See., 
of the lungs, as being frequently found in 
conjunction with the external symptoms, 
are all separately considered, and fit great 
length. The first of these, “ tubercles in 
the lungs,” has been the subject of much 
speculation and difference of opinion among 
medical as well as veterinary writers ; but 
even though “ Laennec, Dupuy,und others, 
consider them as the product of an un¬ 
known cause,” we see no reason for such a 


lengthened dissertation as our author gives ; 
he describes them as nothing more than 
“ cellular nbsceases in a chronic state.” 
Vomiere are 41 larger abscesses” produced 
from the same cause, but occurring in 
stronger animals; and he adduces the fol¬ 
lowing experiment, to show that these 
affections of the substance of the lungs are 
the consequences of irritation and inflamma¬ 
tion, and au effect, cot a cause, of the other 
symptoms of glanders aud farcy.—p. 8 
" If the windpipe (or trachea) of a healthy 
ass is laid open, and an irritating fluid, as a 
solution of blue vitriol (sulphate of copper), 
he introduced, acute inflammation of the 
whole system would he the immediate re¬ 
sult, and if iheammal has sufficient strength 
to withstand the effects for a few days 
without death taking place, which in most 
instances is the ense, tubercles of the 
lungs containing matter or pus is almost 
certain to follow, and a quantity of water 
will also be found in the chest; and these 
results are commonly to be observed at the 
end of eight or ten days, when death mostly 
takes place. The same results will he found 
to occur, if an irritating fluid is introduced 
into the jugular, or any of the other large 
veius, and thus conveyed through the circu¬ 
lation to the lungs, or by inoculating the 
akin of the nostrils, or any other part of the 
body, with the matter of glanders or farcy, or 
any ’unhealthy matter taken from horses la¬ 
bouring undi r such diseases as grease,” &c. 
We ftud a further statement at p. Kit), that 
he is prepared “ to prove lhat unhealthy 
blood taken from an animal u./t glandered, 
will produce similar effects ns blood taken 
j from a plundered horse. In the course of 
my experiment,” he says, '* l have pro- 
i duced glauders ami farcy, with o conaider- 
I able tuberculous disease of the lungs, nud 
[ water in the chest, that euded iu death in 
j the course of ten days, by introducing half 
n pint of blood, takeu from a rabid dog, into 
the jugular vein of a five-year old healthy 
nss.” ■ 

i Passing ovgr a number of chapters which 
contain some unnecessary reiterations, mix¬ 
ed with some good remarks, we cotne to the 
sectiou where he treats, p. 1;>0, of “ the 
predisposing and excitiug causes of glanders 
and farcy,” which are thus described 

“ The causes which produce glanders or 
farcy, as well as the different diseases that 
they are found to follow, are, sudden change* 
of temperature, of clothing, of food, of air, 
aud of exercise, as well us the improper 
treatment of diseases. 

« Unfortunately u great many persons 
suppose they possess sufficient akill un A 
judgment to prescribe blending, physic, 
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ditiretici,&c., for tbeir horses, but they ire 
often deceived, and generally suffer severely 
for their presumption. For when these re¬ 
medies are too frequently, or otherwise im¬ 
properly, administered, they become the 
cause of both glanders and farcy equally 
when the animal is in health as when he 
is labouring under disease, by producing a 
general debility as extreme as if they had 
become diseased from impure air, bad food, 
musty hay or oats, hard or excessive work, 
exposure to wet and cold, poor keep, &c. 
p. 157. “ Much has been said about the 
infectious or contagious nature of both 
glanders and farcy. Mr. Coleman attri¬ 
butes the infection or contagion to a specific 
poison in the blood ; and he also asserts, 
that u similar poison exists in those animals 
where glanders or farcy is generated ; that 
it is formed in the atmosphere of stables by 
the eecreLions and excretions of the animal, 
and that it is a compound of dung, urine, 
breath , and perspiration. Rut, in my opi¬ 
nion, any impnre air which may be thus 
formed, 'only tends to render the system 
debilitated and unhealthy; and that from 
this cause, as well as from a variety of 
others, the blood and fluids which are 
formed are rendered vitiated or unnatural, 
and of an infectious or contagious character, 
and capable of producing genernl derange¬ 
ment or disease if introduced into the sys¬ 
tem of some other animals, especially the 
ass, which is almost naturally predisposed 
to disease from bud feediug, und the weak 
texture of its skin 

Our author is very severe upon this doc¬ 
trine of Mr. Coleman, considering it the 
u very height of folly to rest satisfied with 
so idle and ridiculous a notion as that of a 
specific poison having crept into the blood;” 
and we are oertainly surprised that the pro¬ 
fessor should be found advocating and teach¬ 
ing such an unscientific opinion, exploded, 
as it certainly is, by the most experienced 
in the veterinury profession. Both here 
ami on the Continent, even the contagious 
nature of glanders has been made a'matler 
of doubt by many writers. Mr. Vines attri¬ 
butes much to predisposition: he says, page 
111?, “If horses were not so treated ah to 
lie brought into a predisposed state, inocu¬ 
lation with morbid matter would be much 
loss capable of producing those symptoms of 
disease thau it is in many animals ; and it 
is a well-known fact that there are some 
horses which resist disease by inoculation, 
und that thero are others which are quickly 
affected. " * 

• "I nin my own tX|»i.neinT, w says M. Dupuy. 
“ and tlmt of m y colleagues, it would appear that 


In an important section, on tie treatment 
of glanders and farcy, let Mr. Vine* apeak 
for himself, p. 169 

“ At the commencement of most inflam¬ 
matory diseases, excepting those ia which 

the system is very weak, as in many cases 
of subacute inflammation, the circulation re¬ 
quires to be moderately reduced or lowered, 
but as soon as thiafchas been accomplished, 
and the inflammatory disposition checked 
or subdued, the time very soon arrives when 
the systejn again requires to be gradually 
restored to its natural tone. Similar rostora- 
tive treatment to this is required for horses 
much out of condition, whether from prodia¬ 
pesing or exciting causes; for if, instead of 
further reducing the system by hard work and 
diuretic medicines, &c., an opposite course 
was pursued, that of giving tonic stimulating 
medicines, the discharge from the nasal 
membrane, as in colds, &c., would continue 
healthy, and quickly subside, and the drop¬ 
sical swellings of the extremities gradually 
become diminished as the strength of the 
animal returned, and those diseases would 
not end in glanders and farcy near so fre¬ 
quently as they do at present.”—p. 171 
“That mode of treatment, therefore, which 
1 am about to recommend both as a preven¬ 
ter* and cure for glanders and farcy, and 
especially for torses very much out of con¬ 
dition, is, medicines of a tonic, stimulating 
nature, and sock as by their effects, con¬ 
jointly with good food, air, and exercise, are 
capable of invigorating the whole, system, 
and ultimately of bringing it into that healthy 
state for which every other remedy has been 
tried in vain." 

Then follows an enumeration of those 
remedies, chiefly vegetable, stimulants, and 
tonic barks, which the author considers cal¬ 
culated to aid in producing the above effects, 
but he says, p. \7'2 ,— 

“ The medicine which 1 have found of the 
greatest service, whether it has been given 
alone or iu combination with ony of the 
others, has been cmitharities'" —p. 174: 
“ The action of this medicine, when given 
internally for the relief of those symptoms 
of disease produced by debility of the sys¬ 
tem, aud when the animal is unhealthy, ia 
by increasing the appetite, and giving tone 
to the circulation, and promoting all tlm 
different functions of the body, and bringing 
them into a healthy slate, changing the un¬ 
healthy discharges of the mucous membrane 
of the nostrils und the ulcers, as well as the 
ulcers of the skin, and causing healthy 


glanders is rare in very cold countries, and abso- 
Intrh unknown in hot climate*. l‘r»m and about 
Poland to about l he middle of France gtnwdm Is 
frequently awn; it is not common on ilie other 
side of the Tyrt-imves; it is unknown in Africa. — 
Ante fry <he author. 
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granulation in those cusps of glanders and 
farcy which are recoverable.’* 

It appears that “ with regard to remedies 
for glanders either in its acute or chronic 
form, Professor Coleman has nothing to offer. 
He has prescribed, by way of experiment, 
almost or quite all the mineral- and known 
vegetable poisons : preparations of arsenic, 
antimony, copper, atuc. mercury, Arc., 
hellebore, aconitum, digjfklis, hyoscyamus, 
cicuta, belladonna, &c. &c., have been 
in various condemned subjects internally 
administered, but all without any specific 
or curative effect on this awful and obstinate 
malady.” 

“ Mr. Coleman has also kept hoTses that 
were glandered, for a time on sheep's blood, 
without allowing them any kind of food, 
and 1 understand tliat some have also been 
crammed with balls of meat, hut with no 
happier result than the before-named drugs.” 
Mr. Vines tell us that he was 11 first induced 
to give cantharides a fair trial in glanders at 
the suggestion and persuasion or a profes¬ 
sional acquaintance,” whose name is not 
made public, and it seems that bis earliest 
experiments were undertaken about three or 
four years ago.—p. 177; “ On my inquir¬ 
ing into the history of the internal nse'of 
cautharides, I found that a very able surgeon 
of the name of Uoberton had published an 
excellent practical work on the use of cap* 
tharides in the human subject, recommend¬ 
ing it for the cure of gleets or affections of 
the mucous membrane of the urethra, and 
unhealthy sores in the akin. 1 also learnt 
that a Dr. Greenfield, from whom Mr. 
Roberton acknowledges he was first led to 
try cantharides, had been in the habit of 
using it more than a century ago, and that 
bis success with it bad been ho giuat as to 
have excited the envy and malice of his pro¬ 
fessional brethren, who carried their in¬ 
trigues in such an extent as actually to pro¬ 
cure his committul to Newgate on a charge 
of prescribing dangerous remedies for the 
removal of disease.”—p. 178: “Mr. Sewell 
has informed me that about twenty veais 
ago the same intelligent surgeon, Mr. 
liobeiton, suggested the internal use of can- 
tharides in the horse, for the cure of glanders 
and farcy, to the supreme of the College, 
aud ihut a rrial of it was made but without 
success, the reason of which, I shall be able 
to show', arose from its having been given in 
too large doses. ” 

It seems they gave a drachm at a time, 
which amounts to nothing short of poisoning. 

To the talents and investigation of Dr. 
Roberton is certainly due the greater part 
of that which we at present know respect¬ 
ing the action of cantharides on the system, 
and a perusal of his work on the “ Diseases 


of die Generative System,” in which be 
employed this substance with remarkable 
success, will afford a high idea of his can¬ 
dour and industry. Mr. Vines takes seve¬ 
ral extracts from this author, descriptive of 
the effects of cantharides on the human 
system, aud the modus operand! respecting 
it, and afterwards gives an account of hia 
own success, and the doses in which he hss 
employed it in veterinary practice. These 
have been from six to twelve grains per 
diem, never more, combined with ginger, 
pimento, and other stimulants. The patient 
requires watching, and the medicine occa¬ 
sionally to be discontinued ; and it some¬ 
times happens that untoward symptoms 
arise from its use. At page S!t)4, he says,— 

41 The proportions of cantharides which 
I have set down will, in nearly every in¬ 
stance, be found to effect what is required } 
that is, when the animal is in a recoverable 
state ; and the only mode of effecting it is 
by beginning with a moderate dose, aud 
very cautiously increasing it, aud by con¬ 
tinuing it a sufficient time ; aud on uo ac¬ 
count resort to such large doses as drachms, 
or even a scruple, us they invariably destroy 
the animal's appetite, and produce a high 
decree of inflammation iu the intestines, 
kidneys, bladder, and general inflammation 
of the system, and frequently death." 

Such consequences, however, could only 
occur from ignorance or neglect, or perhaps 
intention. On tiie whole, however, it would 
appear that cauthoriilus is a most valuable 
medicine, and the author gives an urcount of 
several horses completely cured by its regu¬ 
lar administration. 

As far us regards the novelty of our ou¬ 
tlier’* views, ,it must be remarked, that lie 
has noyvhere laid claim Ui discoveries, hut 
simply to having investigated and described 
glanders und farcy with more precision uud 
success than his predecessors. It is not, 
therefore, to correct our author, but to 
show what had been done before, that we 
have searched the pages of other writers, 
and we find there that caulharidea was pre¬ 
scribed internally for horses, even us for 
hack as the time of Solleysel, or in 1717. 

After this our reading does not furnish 
us with any evidence of this substance 
being given medicinally to horses, until 
Mr. Roberton suggested its use to the col¬ 
lege teachers, who abused it as Mr.-Vines 
describes. 

On turning to Mr. B. Clark's Pharma- 
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copceia, p. S7, we find it preaeribed lo the 
extent of seven grains, in a ball with pi-! 
men to, and also in both drenches and pow¬ 
ders, aa the principal means of suppressing; 
glanders and farcy. So that it was only 
with Mr. Clark that Mr. Roberton’s u sug - 
gettions ” were productive oF any good 
effect* and this invaluable medicine, it ap¬ 
pears, was subsequently brought under the 
notice of Mr. Vines, who has not been more 
successful than bis predecessors in giving 
a sure diagnostic symptom of glanders, un¬ 
less it be by bis favourite phrases, “ an 
unhealthy discharge,” “ unhealthy appear¬ 
ances, fitc.,” and bow far this is calculated 
to shed light on the subject we must leave 
to his readers to determine. It must not 
be denied, that there ia a certain morbid 
virulence, and a great risk of contagion, in 
many cases of alight discharge from the 
nostrils, which are almost unattended by 
other unhealthy indications, but how are 
we to distinguish between these and what 
Mr. Bracy Clark calls “ a nasal farcy gleet,” 
our author terms “ an unhealthy nasal flux.” 

In closing our review of this work, we 
must observe that the subject of glanders list 
lately become more interesting to the medi¬ 
cal profession, and we may add to the pub¬ 
lic, in consequence of the well-marked cases 
brought forward by Dr. Elliotaon of its ap¬ 
pearance, in the human subject. A notice of 
these cases was given at p. ?.‘»4 of the pre¬ 
sent volume, and the identity of the dis¬ 
eases, or rather the fact of a most horrid 
and fatal disorder having been in several 
instance! propagated by contact with the 
matter of glandered animals, seetns to be so 
dearly established as to demand serious at¬ 
tention. 

We conclude by saying, that Mr. Vines 
allows a spirit of engrossing interest in his 
subject, and exhibits evidence of persever¬ 
ing industry—qualities which seldom fail to 
effect their object; and, on the whole, we 
must congratulate him ou having ptoduced 
a work which ia calculated to benefit the 
profession. The plates which accompany 
it are executed in good style, aud are well 
adapted to illustrate the subject to which 
they tefer. 


PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

AMERICAN JUDICAL JOURNALS. 

Several of the American Journals are 
before us; the dates of some of them, how¬ 
ever, are not very recent, in conaeqoenoe of a 
delay which oocuqpd ia their transmiasion 
across the Atlantic. Amongst them we bare 
four Numbers of the Maryland Medical 
Recorder (a publication recently started, and 
the existence of which will not probably be 
of very long duration), the North American 
Medical and Surgical Journal for July 
1830; and lb# American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences for Auguat 1830. Of 
these the latter ia by far the better periodi¬ 
cal ; it is, indeed, the beat of the transat¬ 
lantic medical publications; and, to make • 
comparison nearer borne, is in moat respects 
superior to the great majority of Earopein 
works of the tame description. 

The most remarkable of the articles in the 
present Number of this latter Journal are, a 
case of Irismatic tetanus, produced by the 
passage of a large rough triangular piece of 
clay from the intestinal canal into the va¬ 
gina, which was cured by tobacco injec¬ 
tions ; a case of rupture of the uterui, suc¬ 
cessfully treated by Dr. Hendrie ; and a very 
clever paper on the Pathological or Abnormal 
State of the Circulation, by Dr. Jackson, 
one of the Peusylvanian professors. The 
second of ihese^gmaods our more especial 
notice. 

rupture of the uterus. 

The female was 33 year* of age, pregnant 
with her eleventh child, and all her previous 
labours had been rendered difficult by s 
small exostosis situated on the projection of 
the sacrum, lessening the antero posterior 
diameter of the pelvis Bt least one inch or 
one inch and a half. The secale cornutum 
was given, as had been the practice in her 
previous labours; vehement contractions 
ensued, and the uterus hurst. In tbit 
condition she was first, seen by the nar¬ 
rator of the case. He immediately pro¬ 
ceeded to deliver by the natural paaaagea, 
and this, with the assistance of the crotchet, 
was soon accomplished ; the operator’s hands 
during the awful extrication being, while be 
sought for the placenta, in coutact with 
the naked intestines. After the operation, 
antiphlogistic remedies were assiduously 
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•pptfad, »»4 » faw w*»l« *« «»*>««< 
litlU wn Iwtlmlnw than • uri»»rjt 
iitnh, wW* n ti» omrM #r a few »»aUia 
ana «!•» owophwlj- cored- 
Woqooto. at fall faagth, tka «eaaiip«faa 
of tin apent»D md At aabwKjuMt proyreu 
of tbe patient, u a eariona apeciawa of Ae 
*< nil ietfrranAm ” caaaa wtucb an occa 
■ionally net with. 


I wiCiil*.ptliir 

complaint of do p«rticul«r uaM ris —, oxoopt 
that resulting from ■ nrinrj fistula. 

January 10 , 18^0. Enjoy* at present re. 
markablj good health 5 U* »*a»tv««t<>d re- 
gulariy *ioce August. U Mf as apparatus 
ws* procured, forth* \torptm of oWtatiog 
(be ioco 8 T«*ieaee eriihiffTon the fiatuton* 
opening in tbe bladder; it be* b*en worn till 
within tbe l**t few week*, end hu effected 
aradical cure. ■ 


Having placed her in i favourable poai* 
tioD, the hand was introduced, ( lb* bladder 
beiug previously evacuated,) the feet were 
readily obtained, and the body of tbe child 
delivered with the utmost facility ; some 
difficulty vu experienced in getting the 
head through the auperior strait of the pel¬ 
vis, owing to the exostosis already men¬ 
tioned ; this eras finally accomplished with 
tbe aid of tbe crotchet; tbe band wu again 
introduced , for the purpose of extracting the 
placenta, which was found in tbe left aide of 
the abdomen. Some targe coagula were 
brought away entangled with tbe seemdiaea. 
In searching for tbe placenta, my band was 
in contact with the naked intestinal, from 
which circumstance, no doubt can mania of 
the rupture being complete. After nicer* 1 
taining that none of the bowels pKrttoded 
from the laceration, she was placed in bed 
iu a very exhausted condition—a cordial 
anodyne draught was given—two hour* af¬ 
terwards she expressed herself aa feeling 
quite comfortable. 

IB. t) o’clock a. n.—Hat rested very well 
since 12 o'clock. System appears to be re¬ 
acting; pulao remains small and frequent; 
complains of some soreness hut no paiu ; yet 
the abdomen is quite louder to the touch, 
and is somewhat distended. Directed fo¬ 
mentations to be applied to the sbdomeu, 
and a cathartic mixture. 6 o'clock m. 
Abdomen greatly distended, and extremely 
painful, exquisitely so on pressure; pulse 
frequent and tense; skin dry and hot, ca¬ 
thartic baa not operated. Ordered, v. a. 
Jxviij, cathartic medicine to be repeated, and 
iu operation solicited by an occasional ene¬ 
ma—-fomentations continued. 

19. Passed a very restless night, bowels 
freely opened this morning, since which the 
pain and distension of the abdomen very 
much diminished ; poise less frequent, yet 
somcwbnt tense. Ordered, vene-ection, 
Jxij ; nitro-ttiitiraon. pnlv. every two bourn. 

20 . la much bettor—no paiu, and very 
little tenderness on pressure; pulse soft"; 
skin cool; countenance lively and cheerful. 

Sl.et seq. She is still improving, thinks 
herself able, if permitted, to sit up and have 
her bed adjusted, best and u low diet were 
enjoined, sod persevered iu for severaldays; 
her convalescence was rapid and uuinUT- 
jupteJ - t four weeks alter the accident, she 


The main strength of the S. A. Afed. and 
Surff. •Annum/ lie* ia iu analytic and criti¬ 
cal notices, and in its judicious and exten¬ 
sive collection of intelligence iu the several 
branches of medicine. The original com* 
muni cations are fow in number; w* may 
remark, however, that the interest of the 
several articles is precisely in tbe inverse 
proportion to their miniature dimensions. 
iVi* especially particularise Dr. Gerhard’s 
excellent paper on 

rVDUStC MtniCATION, 

of which the following are useful ex¬ 
tracts. We wish some of tbe llritisU Ro¬ 
chester a, who write against space, about 
nothing or nonsense, would condescend to 
take a lesson from tbe scientific con¬ 
densation of facts contained in the paper, 
from which we make the annexed quotations. 

We may premise that l)r. Gerhard'* ex¬ 
periments were, performed ou 200 patients, 
and embruced several classes of medicines. 
To bis theoretical points many objections 
may be started, it is true, and these have 
not escaped the acumen of several American 
journuliaia. Uo bis practical statements, 
however, there can be but one opinion,— 
that they sre iu the-highest degree cre¬ 
ditable to bis general acquirements aud 
professional skill. 

" Tonica .—Kudtircmc application of cin¬ 
chona. My observations have been confined 
to the preparations of cine bout, as affording 
the best example* of ihu most concentrated 
and powerful tonics. The. sulphate of qumia 
has been very frequently administered as an 
endemic remedy. When applied to tlm 
mflnwed cutis, u powerfully stimulate* the 
surface, causing pain which may umtinun 
for a few minutes, or for a much lunger 
period, according to the susceptibility of the 
individual. Tin* |»ul*o of the patient is 
excited, and if examined a few hours after 
the application, it will be found mom toll 
and iiequtmt. but rarely rising of a fahrilw 
clnirucier. The permanent tonic effects do 
not differ from ibosv usually observed; tho 
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tpp* li» i d —m , health jrf the patient 

.**» «**^i wd, in iw, the 
dry red tongue rarely fbltow* imemitfeii!*, 
if Wetted by qaiaia externally administered. 
In the tlmi-bOMM, it bu for a long time 
been the established practice, to dress the 
blisters of patknte exbsusted from severe 
disease with the sulphite of quinis, and tlie 
permanence of the practice sufficiently at- 
teats its apparent efficiency. The quantity 
in which it should he applied as a mere 
stimulant is large; from four to twelve 
grains. Upwards of twenty cases of inter¬ 
mittent fever were treated by the aolphate 
of quinia applied externally, and with the 
moat perfect success, except in three or 
four ciues, where, from accidental causes, 
its use was discontinued before the period 
of the paroxysm. Of this number nine were 
tertian, the remainder quotidian, including 
all the cases of which a connected history 
could be obtained. In twelve instances, there 
was no return of the chill after the first 
applications; the others were rarely attend¬ 
ed by more than one paroxysm, and never 
by a third, excepting in a single instance, 
where aevere attacks supervened before the 
entire removal of the disease. In every 
case, however, each succeeding paroxysm 
was marked by a great dimiuutiou of its 
intensity and duration. The average quan¬ 
tity of quinia applied before the chills were 
arrested, was about twenty grains; although 
it varied in this different patients from eight 
to one hundred aud twelve. Some absorp¬ 
tion appealed certainly to have taken place, 
for only a small residue of the quinia re¬ 
mained at the subsequent dressings, and 
Kometimes uo trace of U could be perceived. 
The quinia was generally used in powder, 
either alone or diluted with some mild unb¬ 
alance, ami sprinkled upon the surface ; 
sometimes it waa incorporated with cerate, 
by which leu pain was produced. It was j 
remarked by most of the geullciuen who 
adopted this practice, that the quiuia cured 
more speedily in this form than when given 
internally, a'ud that the permanence of the 
cure was at least ss great. 

The author illustrates and supports these 
assertions by the detail of live satisfactory 
cases. The important class of Darcotic re¬ 
medies most engages his attention. 

“ N aucotio.—T im application of these 
to painful ulcers, as well as other diseased 
parts covered hy the cuticle, has long 
been familiaily known in medical practice ; 
solutions of opium are ulso sometimes em¬ 
ployed to relieve excessive pain or inflam¬ 
mation of blistered surfaces; hut although 
no one could be ignorant that u narcotic 
effect'was sometimes produced, the local 
disease was the only object of treatment. 
The eiuknuic adimuutraiiou of naicuiics is 


admissible 1* «wriy every cue of #mm 
whsraaloa f continuance of their dll 
requisite, in* frequently in acute afiectioaa; 
in tbie manner exhibiting its powers, after 
all the ordinary forma of exhibition have 
been exhausted, and permitting su irritated 
stomach to regain it* susceptibility to reme¬ 
dial impressions. Narcotics, when applied 
externally, produce their ; npeckm action 
with much greater promptitude than moat 
other medicine a, a few minute* being gene¬ 
rally sufficient to exhibit a marked effect; 
tlti* may arise from their action being in 
part directed to 'the nerves of the surface 
with which they are in contact; for very 
little local pain is suffered, except in the 
cases where a large dose haa been impro¬ 
perly applied to a blistered aurface highly 
inflamed from some accidental cause. The 
phenomena which result do not differ from 
those usually observed when the same reme¬ 
dies are given internally, excepting that the 
drowsiuets which follows the slight local 
sensation is less suddenly excited, hut of 
muoh more permanent duration. Narcotics 
have been applied to all parts of the body, 
and in all the cases iu which I have wit¬ 
nessed their use, they acted with the great¬ 
est energy when placed nearest to the cen¬ 
tral organs', but in painful local diseases a 
directly sedative action seemed to be ex¬ 
erted upon the nerres of the part; hence, if 
the pain arise from an organ easy of aocess, 
it ra always better to apply the remedy in 
its immediate vicinity. Tire average close, 
if the remedy be placed immediately in con¬ 
tact with the cutis, is about double or treble 
the ordinary quantity; but if it be incorpo¬ 
rated with cerate, or mingled with a poul¬ 
tice, we cannot be sure that the absorption 
will be as perfect as in the former instance. 
Allowance is then of course to be made by 
addins: a larger quantity.” 
i “Opium.— Theacetumopii»orblack drop, 
is added to many liniments, as the mast 
powerful liquid preparation of opium, and, 
with the exception of the salts ol morphia, 
it is, when pure, the best form for adminis¬ 
tering this narcotic as an endeiiuic remedy : 
it may be spread upon the surface without 
any admixture, or, which is preferable, di¬ 
luted with thick mucilage, from the cases 
which leil under tny notice, 1 should think 
that the iudermic Jose of black drop is from 
fifteen to tweuty minima upon the epigas¬ 
trium, but half u drachm if applied to lha 
extremities. 

“ Sui.fhati ano Acetate op MonpuiA. 
-—These sails may he taken us the type of 
all the other combinations of morphia; ibu 
sulphate especially, from its greater solubi¬ 
lity, is far preferable to any other of its 
cln>s. The morphia may b* formed into a 
cerate, or, what is generally to he preferred, 
the powder may he directly applied: the 
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..... rf ,_JSnwt half a grai* 

10 thgftft avfMi ftniaa, aed its operatioa is 
tee^ypemttble a few minute* after Ua 
exbmiMMw Other avootic# were used with 
freqnaat advaataye upoa blistered aurfcee*, 
u Mm extracts of belladonna, cicuu, iut«< 
nomam, &c., » smeller quantity sufficing 
Iwr the relief of toy pain tlitQ if the epider 
quo bad not been detached.” 

Two cases are also detailed iu which difi« 
tali* was used in this manner with excellent 
effect. Though we have not space to in¬ 
sert these, we subjoin the remarks which 
Dr. Gerhard advances on the subject. 

'* Tbs result of these cases is eery gra¬ 
tifying, and affurds great reason to believe 
that the proper method of administering 
digitalis in the dieeaaes of the heart, is by 
applying it to an external surface. In a i 
very Urge majority of patients the stomach! 


iw n mA Dr.Oeri**d 

***» ef the ImiewdOTmfewppiiesttM of 
mm ofi w tbs «t«t tf ten Minim, n t 
time. Not long nfooe we h«d occasion t0 
notice Dr. SbmftV proposal and m*»a«T 
iu application, «a a powerful exAsnel irrt* 
taut, oapable of iaduefaff a pustnlar mp- 
lion. Either one or other of them geode, 
men most be wrong, not to speak more 
harshly, nod our own knowledge of the ex¬ 
ternal action of croton oil induces os to be¬ 
lieve that Dr. Short is perfectly correct u 
his several assertions. 


will be found so much excited thet the direct 
gastritis, which the internal use of a power¬ 
ful irritant produces, will counter balance 
eny ultimate effects that may be desired.. 
No one now controverts the declaration of \ 
Brousaaxa, Andrei, and all other practi¬ 
tioners, that “ U digitale ne nfentit In pools \ 
qu’antant qn'elle a’irrite pas l’eatomac ;** 
and in a large number of disease# of the 
hestt and other affections which have Mien 
under my observation within the last two 
yearn at the Philadelphia Almshouse, Mu 
statement wax amply verified. The eader- 
mic dose of digitalis should, I think, be 
about two grains, repeated three times a 
day in the commencement, and of course 
gradually increased; care, however, most 
be taken to avoid great irritation of the 
blistered surface, which might in some cases 
counteract our object.” 

Dr. Gerhard has also used squill in pow¬ 
der as an endermic medicine, Htid its action 
was completely extabliihed. Of the mine¬ 
ral emetics, the irritating nature of some 
entirely interferes with their use. Of the 
vegetable class, emetine and the oil of to¬ 
bacco have been successfully used. The 
author does nut seem to have had nay ex¬ 
perience of the agency of mercery iu this 
way ■, he however informs ua of a case i 
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We have just crammed the present number 
of the Blue Journal,'’ and we fvyl plea¬ 
sure in listing that it is replete with valy. 
able matter. Wa subjoin an ample and very 
interesting extract from a paper by Dr. 
Bryce, ou *• the state of mediciae la Con¬ 
stantinople,” in which city the author re¬ 
sides. In our nest we shall advwit to s Q 
article by Dr, Christiaan on the mutual ac¬ 
tion of blood and air, which, as is the me 
with sll Dr. Christisoa's writings, evince! 
great ingenuity, and ia aptly calculated to 
increase the author’s eminent repurauan. 

“ Sketch of the Stale and Pracitee of Mr- 

dit ine at Constant hiapte, By C. Bn vex, 
Al D. 

” The influence which Islamiam exercises 
over the minds of its proselytes, explains 
the reason why mediciae should have retro¬ 
graded, or at lefcat had its progress arrested, 
in Turkey, and why it* native medical 
«ience is onto the remains of former times, 
disfigured and disguised under a thousand 
forms. - - - - 

” lh« chief source of medical practice 
amongst Turkish practitioners, springs from 
that spirit of charity which so largely 
pervades Islamism, and of which the Joun* 


treated by soother practitioner in which j Nation of hospitals and tbe establishment of 
the local use of red precipitate induced sail - f° rra « » proiuirieut feature. Of the 

-muon; .lid w, find, in »r. Mactinlo.l.'.! « Con.innti.opl., 

u ■ - D , , j either endowed by revenues from Moeauci 

1 notice of Physic the extraordinary state- jor directly supported by gove.nmem, of 
meat, that tbe application of the black wash J which the medical attendants are Turks, 
almoet iarariably induces the constitutional j ur> d«r the appointment and control of the 
symptoms, at least so far as tenderness of! •kym Bamiij, or first physician to the sultan, 
the gum*. j Their internal economv and medical ma¬ 
tt* fore we conclude we have a remark to "T.Tu T f ^ if 

- . ... rarts ^judged by the double ubject we propose in 

ooer o& one poiat, which appears to usjsuch establishments, a charitable inatiUitiqq 




STATEQF MHHCJHE I# TU&KBY. M» 

i■i tiMtMitatM W'# i>. uiutu>id 4 ta,, 

*P* fe«t : 0 * »» ' mdMitfd t 9 ftfefirelUM** 'Who msks, »*&.-: 
spumous, sad tbejr existsssf *ft'ord« the pOrer more «*U*fci«tft 4 swmtriaa,a lucre* 
mdy mseoSat iny four* period of extend- tin h*«ft»*re, hy preyere aud *m- 

ing tlmir advantages. The mad-houses, al* ploji«giu»f0i»B»fcrtho44if«f*ac*of those 

though disgusting*? kept, nod offerio* th* sffeofcSU 

reost deptorsbl* objects to the cariosity of *• io proscribing, vegntoblo preparations 
tbo stranger, show how wisely the Prophet are usually preferred, which, u indeed 
wads his scheme of legislative religion oub- every quality of drug,» administered in the 
aorriont to the calls of humanity. Of the simplest form. It must, however, ha aaid. 
achools at Constantinople, one is psrticu- that if tbeir drug* are subjected to fewaUe- 
larly dedicated to medical science, or, more rations in the laboratory, yet in the physi- 
correctly, was,—for, if actually not aftoge- clan's hands they are compounded in the 
iltss abandoned, its object is entirely super- most ignorant manner, medicines of very 
seded by the new school lately opened, of opposite virtues bring combined in apre- 
which 1 shall afterwards speak. The only scription of fifteen or twenty different drugs; 
previous preparations for this study required and the more lengthy the writing, the more 
of the students, who on an average amounted oomplex the remedies, the more highly are 
to thirty, waa a competent knowledge of the the skill and learning of the presonher esti- 
Arabic, in which language, under tbs diree- mated. Solid purgatives of the strongest 
tion of Turkish teachers, they read, end kind are freely administered, the more so 
learnt to explain the ancient Egyptian and aa Moslamia have a great repugnance to 
a }fsw European authors. In this coume of enemata. Syphilis hss been long success* 
instruction, which occupied two hoursdaily, fully treated by purgatives and sudorjfios, 
little if any reference was made to anatomy joined to the use of the vapour-bath, couti- 
ur chemistry; and even attend slice at bespt- nued during twenty or thirty days, ur until 
tsls was not comprised. Six or seven years the patient be much exhausted; aud this 
were thus employed, when, without any condition is considered aa indicating a 
form of eaamiuaiion, end by n simple license speedy cure. Emetics are little uaed, from 
or permission from the Hakim Ilasbi, the a great aversion to vomiting. An opinion 
doctoral bonnet might be assumed, aud the of a vitiated stale, or false course of the 
person waa held qualified for the first pro- blood, eaters largely into their explanation 
fesriooal employments of the state. The of the cause of diseases; and bleediug, 
present Hakim Hsslii and his brother, phy- either general or local, fortunately is abuo- 
eician in chief of the army, are frum this dsntly pursued; though much of the efficacy 
school. of the former is deemed to depend on the 

•' from my observations aud inquiries nicety with which the physician distiu- 
amongst this class of practitioners, the study guishas what vein should be opened, 
of medicine is reduced to the knowledge of " But it is not to the application of rules, 
a few doctrines; and the practice thence or the exhibition of drugs alone, that the 
promulgated accords with this simplicity, j Ottomans confide in their treatment of tus- 
Tlm leading principles are to recognise only j ladies. Ignorance mokes them reverence a 
three duxes of diseases; depraved humours,; variety of superstitious remedies ; and Turks 
sodden cold, and great best; and accord-1 holding the highest posts of learning and 
ingly, to admit Ihree forms of cure ; purga-J rauk are not ashamed to employ openly 
lives, beating medicines, and refrigerants, j these productions of fanaticism and charls- 
01 her Turkish nosologisls adopt a different' Unism. Of this credulity religion is the 
system, in which all diseases are distiu- common basis ; aud it is matter of daily 
guished into three orders,—namely, arm* occurrence to fiud the Iman supplant the 
£</, tnufitrztl, and yel. To the first, which physician, nr at least his mediations sought 
answers to the genus rntunkut of the an- to aid the viitue of the prescripliou. The 
(tents, belongs almost every disease which practice is varied according to the caste of 
has its test in the head, throat, and thorux. the Derviaoh, mid qualified with pomp and 
Diseases of the abdomen aud affections of ceremony currespoeding to the quality of 
the skin are rauked in the second order, the invalid or price paid. To some the 
which may be translated htmonUoidai. The practitioner prescribes a course of several 
neuroses, whether or not accompanied by days’ reading from the Koran, with certain 
pyrexia, affections of tendiuoua parts, Ac., forms of breathing on the patient by one or 
Hie placed in the third class. VW signifies more of the initiated ; wliiLe. others are or- 
wind; aud to its pieseuce aud iuordinate dared to combine the swa'lowieg of bits of 
localities nre ascribed the moxi severe and almouds, or of pork, eating off particular 
the most opposite coinpleiuts. Other in- plates, having words written on them, and 
congruous ailments, not assorting easily in levers to tie knotted threads on the wrists 
with these genera, an* implicitly believed and ancles. 

to be the effect of Sulauic influence; and “ Ibes# aimpit* plans of empiricism, or uf 



m 


state of medicine in tbbkey. 
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«*«SSS» *i**^**jj"1t£*~ 
»*«m, roaaiitin «f *»• «pww with 
(W. mask, mvatiil * 3 *» 1*1 Mdfroti «ad 
tb* theriso. * • «•*:•• ■ " ■ • • V? : ' " 

♦« The second dm of feioig* 
erv it Coostsstmopie, twutu d Greeks 
who h*ve pmed » year or t"° »t the 
university of Ptdua or l*m. *1 bis «»• 
eunutaace, which |iwi more formal *«lfco» 

, riir to their pretensions, is farther used 
5 to force Ua*ir practice hr * display of tech. 


tW » c^y 2* 
emblrema&Mrtiiw, that, were it hot for It; 
mOredfotsmt origia, it mifht >h 
%n^% *f th*MM»e««. TU operator eo»- 
mtfl&fw to the case with the utmost 
wmanwre, refers to his Koran, sod hering 
chosen end written »» apjiropriatc p»«*g*» 
folds it in a myoterioua manaer, eod pre¬ 
scribes this 10 be worn in contact with the 
part affected; after which, the fingers aweor* 
ed in saliva are etroked ore» the supposed 
seat of disorder, end prayers are wetted it 
three intervals. As Dervisehet and lorn 

ire the privileged in this function, it is *mt. — --- ■ • ._ 

to be wondered st if itewreise some in- \ meal terete a«d uwomprehended doctnnea. 
duenee ove i Osmanlka; hut Christiana nndi Hot as their residence abroad is u» limited 
Jews likewise have recourse to these m»e- j to ensure thww acquirements in medicine 
netirers, who change nothing of their spiri*: which depend more on rtudy and eapen- 
tuat remedies iu regard to Greek. Artne- \ ence than endowments of genius, it is natu- 
nian.or Jew. it is singular enough iliat; ral to suppose that these students must, lor 
the saliva and breathing are used in imi-! the meat part, enter on practice with little 
tatioo ofChri.il resuscitating the dead child ,! les# acquired knowledge, and infinitely more 
and restoring hearing to the deaf man by dangerous hardihood, than the less favoured 
anointing with spittle. Patients are often, tribf of Dragomans and druggists; vet it 
directed to swallow, several limes a day, > widow happen* tint these, by pvrwivrrauce 
slips of paper on which the name Allah or j and the use ot certain arts of chicanery, 
Mahomet has been written by some vane-. elsewhere reprohatrd, bill which here pass 
rated priest ot badgi. Much faith is also current without opprobrium, tail to gam in* 
placed by Muasulmma iu Uie efficacy of dependence and even reputation.* It would 
water sanctified by holding iu sohitioti pai* • be not less invidious than unprofitable to 
sages of the Koran, which nu lmnn has | disclose the minute details ol the practice 
traced with ink on the inside of the cup; (pursued hr the oue and the other hrmich of 
and, incredible and absurd as it msy seem, i these men. Suffice it to W»v, that iu acute 
it has happened lo several European prac- j cases the system of Broussais, ns prescrib- 
ti nonets in Turkey to find, on their second ling bloodletting, diet, and simple remedies, 
visit, that the true believer has deemed; has been happily pretty generally adopted, 
swallowing the prescription left him more j to the exclusion of drugs, the efficacy of 
advisable than sending it to the apothecary, i which, under the most prudent miinitiiiira- 
tn further illustration of this spirit of fans- 1 tion, is doubtful, and which in this climate, 
ticisro, 1 mny add that I saw in Egypt, and jin the hand* of ignorant sdventurers, would 
the caste may be traced throughout Turkey, be useless; aud that in chronic oases pa- 
Arabian conjurors, whose name corresponds 1 tient and doctor ore alike satisfied to ulU-- 
to Messiah, now whom they pretend lo de- jviato urgeut symptoms, and trust to ar¬ 
rive their science a* chief ol the sect. Their j cumsUneea to decide the, result. A novel 
peculiar province is to neutralise by charm* 1 nod most despicable feature of this routine 
Ilia venom of ae/jwiits sad scorpions, and j should not, however, he unnoticed, namely, 
render inuoxious tree bite even of tbs Abu-‘the avowed .alliances, offensive snd deieu- 
shsliBt. | stive, established betwixt bauds of these to- 

** Besides the drags prescribed to aOe- dividual* whose twotuld object i* to support 
viatn sickness, many more are used in)each other's merits and docirine# at their 
hesltb, from the induence of climate or edu* * chosen apotlmcarv, and to approve and ratily 
cation, rendering people unaRtiab'.e of vo-|cacli other’s practice m the presence of the 
lupiuoMsuess. .Some are used to acquire: patient at consultation; and, secitidlv, to 
jiluwpne.** and beauty of tlm skin, as n»uci-ioppo!»« all collision ot science with qiiwk- 
lagfc*, feculeut fruits, and seeds; other*, a«; ary, by attacking, with die rd«f.t euhinr- 
coimetics, composed of fiae oils, the fat ol ! fuges, the character and skill of tho regular 

totwals, odorous resins, alkaline and mn-1 practitioner. 

tsllk sospa, prepared with groat care and bv i —___ 

difficult IMM. But Ike mtuc of tltnet . „ 

remedies, h»d the rhiel cause of their being«r, W ki «f < , «rt,*nmun..ple, wl„. t,y u nyxUr r »«r<V 
sought after with M.ch svidltv, proceod •mull, eu'l liy llM.r lahula andilmrerlrr, have 

r,™ ilifir ktedm. mixwl 

excitaau urn ttuuulauUu i he most valued (tket on them. 




STATS OF MgPfCOHB IN TURKEY, 


M Tb® pf«8tia 6f jBttfery it considered tbeboaour of tbeto profession, -tnd reeoysr 
by tbo p«oplt* 4 »jM<Mi«of tcltnot wf a portion of that distinction and ciedit con* 
dbtitet from* andinconeiftotit with, tho fc<fe4 cm ilia Eoeopoi'Without fear of being . 
dijputy of the physician ;swi although able aeotttfd of national ptujudieea, it my be 
•wfwnt hurt, tytbmskffiand mpeou- 

dfatinguseM <fco«ae!fcs, andteen * Antteabg mm# »°« 3 i*- 
boim«d by iheTwi.ee genml pctetitino* Oagd»bed pnetitiOMroof ; and; 

ew, yet* until the prvsootday,the prejudice at the pjesent day, the liMianHfend skill 
agamat the custom it such, that Um Eure- of my friends, Or. M'Oaffej end Dr. 
peons profess tv be Gents, although, with M*Carehy, are rewarded by the confidence 
taro or three exceptions, all would operate, of tbe higher rank* of the empire, sod a 
Surgery haa, therefore, from thia imaginary repoiatioe amongst every denominerioe of 
opprobrium, bean abandoned to certain ad* people, perhaps never surpassed at Con- 
venturers, and haa fallen into diarapute. atantioople. 

The probable oauae of thia disparagement “ From these disagreeable details, sketch- 
may be ascribed to the ignorance of anatomy ed with as much leniency as fidelity permit*, 
among native practitioners, and their oonse* we turn with gratification to the improved 
quent necessity to appear auperior to an art, proapects of medical instruction offered by 
the dexterity and aucceas of which may be \ the institution lately established at Con* 
appreciated by the commonest capacity.f alantinople. 

Capital operations are anknowo at Constan* “ We have seen the inefficiency of the 
tiuople, partly from thia cause, and partly former means of attaining this object, and 
from the few accidents occurring in civil its consequent evils; snd we are therefore 
life; and it ia a notorious fact, that in the disposed to receive with satisfaction, anil 
last war there were not five surgeons eapa- (judge favourably of the endeavour, with all 
bl« of performing the most common opera*; its defects, to bestow on ibis department a 
lions on the field of battle attached to the j portion of those smvliorations developed in 
‘ Ottoman army. Particular branches of the j the scheme of military organisation and 
nrt, ns bone-setting, hernia, and eye opera- i general instruction planned and prosecuted 
lious, are exercised by Persians and Mo-1 by the Sultan. The groans and murmurs of 
rests, with a success and celebrity similar j the wounded of the last war have touched 
to the like people with us. Midwifery it I the sensibility of the divan, and shown the 
almost exclusively practised by Jewish and | Moslem legislators the grrst necessity of 
Turkish women ; and it is worthy of re-1 yielding to the calls of humanity, and, by 
murk, that the obstetric art forms n very | this establishment, of remedying the terribly 
sin nil portion of their adroitness or employ j augmented destruction of their troops from 
nient. All pretend to possess, nnd some! absence of Burgeons. This medical school, 
have become famous nnd wealthy by their;at the expense of government, was opened 
pretensions to certain means, not only to «b*' three years ago. It is under the direct 
rule sterility, but also to produce abortion [control of the Hakim llaslii, whose talents 
by administration of drugs,— u practice and liberality fully qualify him for this 
avowedly tolerated and frequently resorted important charge, nnd by whom teachers 
to by Turkish females, both from their din- jare appointed and students selected. It ia 
like'to frequent pregnancy, and from com* I at present composed of tour professors, two 
maud of their lords, when their harem (for the Arabic nnd French Ian gun get, and 
threatens to become too numerous. jtwo for medicine and surgery, ond 140 

"These facts, without further comment, j scholars from fourteen to thirty years of 
exemplify the degradation of medicine at j age, divided into these several classes. By 
Constantinople; and the character might, Jan ill-advised economy, the salary of the 
with equal justice, be extended to (be vm-j first i* too small to encourage any compe- 
pire at large. Our regret and indigustioii j tition of respectable talents for the appoint* 
are, however, somewhat assuaged iu refer- i meut; and, where the honour and influence 
ring to the conduct and character of several i thereto attached is questionable, tbil cir- 
European and Greek medical men here, cumstanee must aftect the interests and 
With equal truth and pleasure we bear tes- utility of the seminary. Hut, on the other 
tiuioiiy to the integrity of those whose priu* band, the pay, rations, and prospects held 
t-iples and talents redeem iu some measure out to the students, have excited a great 

___ _eagerness on the part of the better classes 

+ The atanCamcm „f ».r g .ry m the «f til. |>CO|,lc 10 en.u« th'ir childl'a tllOM 

runnoi Ih> better illutiruu-d than hy the Iwr, Hiat a advantages. 

»uirental rase of r.«tn-thm of the wire from the • < '|'| )e first period of this course of educa* 

intevumenii ni the tarciuail li»» acquired tu the . • , .* 

writer wore tame uud a,>plaim- than tl»e lying tiie **°n ** spent ill obtaining a competent know- 
•uhclMVutn would have done. Tin? Sultan himarif U-dge of the Arabic and French languages, 
■.mi l,.* .rut ... exprtu tlw object suit utility of which are alike 

the ettkv, awl hud the man sutMcquvnily exhibited ■ 3 , r , 3 , • «„ 

in tail divan. conspicuous. I be second is devoted to 
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nedioioe; Vut onfortmtely tho means ori 
imputing or teqalring Ibis knowledge we | 
Stt imperfect, that it is quite impossible for 
teachers, however talented or sealous, not to j 
compromise themselves, or for pupils, what¬ 
ever their capabilities and application, not 
to be disappointed by the event. Front tbo 
limited rime of study, the non-appointment 
of additional lectures has not yet been so 
severely felt Ss the want of those means of 
practical instruction which are indispensable 
to the acquisition of useful medical know¬ 
ledge, namely, anatomical demonstrations, 
chemical experiments, and hospital attend¬ 
ance. The latter defect was most manifest 
on my first visit to the institution, on wit¬ 
nessing the eagerness of the young men to 
impress a favourable opinion of their appli¬ 
cation, and the intereaiand pride with which 
they listened to inquiries aud remarks on 
showing their manuals of anatomy, physio¬ 
logy, and msteria medica, a new prepara¬ 
tion of the blood-vessels of the head, some 
pistes, and a skeleton, ss if these, their 
library and museum, evinced and ensured 
their acquirements, aud unfolded the mys¬ 
teries of medical science. 

“ The lecture attended fully exemplified 
this. The person was surrounded bv stu¬ 
dents in an oriental posture, with a French 
epitome of anatomy in their hands, from 
which he was labouring to explain, by 
translation and reference to a skeleton, one 
of the most intricate point* of surgical 
anatomy, that of the shoulder-joint The 
result of bis utmost exertions was to store 
the learner's memory with technical words, 
of the import of which they c»uld form no 
precise or useful application. 

11 This pitiable abuse of lime, industry, 
and genius, on the part of teacher and 
scholar, roust be speedily redressed in the 
system of education, or experience will 
effectually support the malevolent ridicule of 
thooe opponents, whose selfish motives de* 
sire its failure; for, besides the positive 
harm done by Leaching nothing, its continu¬ 
ance on the same plan mu»t destroy sll 
habit of reflection or reasoning, and implant 
false comprehensions of the exleut sn<) im¬ 
portance ol the study. 

“ These faults, into the origin of which it 
is useless to inquire, but which are in part 
insKparable from a system of instruction so 
littie understood and appreciated in Turkey, 
may be alleviated, if not entirely removed, 
by the simple authority of the head of the 
institution, without encroaching on the pre¬ 
judice* of the people, or doctrine# of the 
Kotan. The only point which has entered 
into discussion ie that of dissections. M> 
attention has been directed to this question 
by inquiries amongst native practitioners, 
eople of the cliuich, and others capable at 
uowiug - t and Iheir uuiform answer is, that 


there exists «> law of tbs prophet, nor deci¬ 
sion of his commentators, agmsst anatomical 
demonstration, and, therefore, that a decree 
from the Mufti, or order from the Hakim 
Baahi, would be sufficient to authorise their 
performance. It is already fully sanctioned 
by the precedent of the school of medicine 
fleer Cairo. My friend Dr. Clot, who hti 
done himself distinguished honour by that 
I establishment, had influence to obtain from 
the Pasha IQ unqualified Order to employ 
• the dead of the military hospital for this 
‘ object. No moment can be more propitious 
than the present for establishing the custom, 
when the marvellous changes affecting the 
manners sod opinions of the people, end acta 
of the government, binder too severe exami¬ 
nation of particular measures and prepare 
men’s wind* for every innovation. It is, 
moreover, believed that the spirit of the 
Turkish religion, winch is strip! of much of 
its former fantticism and intolerance, would 
be easily reconciled to the matter, and 
would overcome any scruples which the Der- 
visch or Imen might oppose to this conces¬ 
sion.” 


CONVULSIONS. 

CASKS OP THE “ PKCOMAK II-PC1K8 OP CON- 
VrtSlOV" Dt-SCRIUKD BV THS LATE l>K. 
JOHN CLAUKP, OCCt'KRINC, SIMUMASE- 
OrSLY IN TWINS, WITH MKMAftKS. 

By Marshall Hall, M.D-, I'.R.S.E., $r. 

[ Ixmii. Med. and Phys. Journal.] 

u Tn tax cases of the 14 peculiar species of 
convulsion " described by the Isle Dr. John 
Clarke, are quoted and sketched, rather than 
described, in ibis paper, chiefly for the siikc 
of the opportunity thus afforded me of pre¬ 
senting a few cursory remarks on this inte¬ 
resting morbid affection of infants. The two 
Utile patients were twin brothers, aged 
nearly uiue months. They became affected, 
nearly simultaneously, by restlessness during 
the night, and with a hooping or crowing 
noise in the breathing, three weeks before 
any symptom occurred which gave alarm. 

On the 47th of February, 18'J4, Master 
f. L,(j. was observed to be indisposed, it 
was supposed, from cold. The medical 
friend of the family was sent for in the even¬ 
ing : meantime, however, the infant had 
fallen asleep, and seemed composed. On 
the next day, ai eleven *.m., the hide pa¬ 
tient was again visited: it was perfectly 
lively. All on a sudden it gave a slight 
hoop. The gums were promptly lanced ; 
three grains of the hydrargyii suhmunas 
were prescribed to be administered imme¬ 
diately, n»d to be repeated in four hours. 
Id Uic evening il was fuuud that the bowels 
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hul been moved freely three or four timet, 
and that no hooping or crowing noise had 
taken place during the day. It was report¬ 
ed, indeed, that the little patient was quite 
well. On examining the hand, however, it 
was found that the thumb waa firmly drawn 
te the palm. In a short time, too, the crow 
ing returned, and it gradually increased. 
The gums were again freely lanced, and 
leeches were applied to the throat, which 
bled sufficiently to induce a little faintness ; 
the hydrargyri aubmuriaa was prescribed in 
the dose of two grains every two hours, and 
enemata were administered. About two 
o’clock in the morning, the little patient was 
attacked by a violent fit of convulsion. He 
was put into a warm both immediately, and 
cold water was dashed into the face until he 


their edge, though (his might he by eiettrix, 
as the teeth had been many timea very com¬ 
pletely lanced, There were no teeth ap¬ 
pearing on removing the soft parts of the 
under jaw, except the two which had been 
out during life. The scalpel, in all other 
part* of the jaw, passed down to the bone. 
On raising the dura mater, the tnnica orach - 
noidea waa seen extremely distended by 
subjacent transparent fluid, and interspersed 
with large arteries and veins, which were 
very distinguishable by the colour of the 
contained blood. The tunien arachnoidea 
was perfectly transparent; on cutting through 
it, and applying a sponge to remove the 
subjacent fluid, four drachma by weight 
were collected. Ou cutting into the sub¬ 
stance of the brain, more red points appear- 


was restored. I saw this little boy at four I ed than usual, and altogether perhaps more 


o’clock a.m. There waa no return of con¬ 
vulsion until the 2d of March. At eleven 
o'clock on that day a tit took place, which 
much exceeded the former one in duration 
and violence. No return of fit took place 


fluid exuded. The ventricles contained much 
serum ; at the least an ounce and a half. 
There were no other morbid appearances in 
the encephalon : no tumour either in the 
dura mater or substance of the brain ; no 


until the 5th of March, on which day he had ! abscess. On tracing the spinal marrow 


the last. A t this time two incisoras appear¬ 
ed iu the under jaw. The little patient 
aeemed to be better; bnt the bowels were 
still torpid. 

I " Koch fit was preceded by the crowing 
noise ; but this frequently existed without 
being followed by a fit. The crowing was 
attended by a spasmodic action of the mus¬ 
cles situated at the upper part of the throat, 
and by a difficulty of inspiration. Through¬ 
out there were a clenched state of the hands 
and » contraction of the feet and legs. 
Sometimes there was difficulty in swallow¬ 
ing, at others not. The bladder was not 
freely evacuated, except by the aid of emol¬ 
lient clysters. 

“ For a few days before March the ltttb 
this little boy appeared somewhat better. 
'The bowels had acted, and the motions were 
tinged with bile. The contraction of the 
hands and feet was relieved On the 19th. 
he became reslletfs and tossed hi* head from 
aide to side. He waa relieved by a free 
evacuation of the bowels. On the 20th, this 
little hoy was obviously very uncomfortable, 
and there was again a difficulty in swallow¬ 
ing. The 21st was passed comfortably, and 
lie appeared better. The legs were observed 
K* ho a little swollen. He passed a good 
night, woe cheerful when he awoke on the 
morning of the 22d, but died suddenly two 
hours afterwards, whilst the nurse was giv¬ 
ing him a little tea. 

•• On examination post mortem, the gene¬ 
ral surface of the body was found pale. In 
the upper jaw there were four teeth (inci¬ 
sure#) , which pierced the atvt-olur processes, 
hut wire Mill covered by the periosteum and 
gums ; or ul leasts probe pushed along the 
teeth undo the membrane was arrested at 


three or four inches down, no fluid or other 
morbid nppearanee was observed. On mak¬ 
ing an incision into the thorax, all the viscera 
were found perfectly healthy, except the pe¬ 
ricardium, which contained much more fluid 
than natural, at least two drachms by 
weight. The heart waa completely empty. 
The lungs and cavities of the pleura were, 
free from morbid appearance*. There was 
certainly more redness than narursl, and 
that from enlarged vessels, of the pharynx, 
epiglottis, and the rim a glotlidis; very 
marked when compared with tho adjacent 
parts ; none, however, of the trachea and 
msopbagus. The viscera and cavity of the 
ubdomen were perfectly healthy, except that 
the latter contained a very small portion of 
effused serum." 

Dr. Hall, probably, now, thinks that his 
treatment would have been more effectual 
had it embraced the application of leeches to 
the temples, and had he administered small 
doses either of opium or henbane. A re¬ 
currence of the fits must certainly have led 
to the engorgement of the vessels of the 
brain, and caused, beyond all question, the 
effusion into the ventricles, and that found 
under the tunica arachnoidea. A narcotic, 
judiciously given, would, unquestionably, 
have lessened the excitability or suaeftptibi* 
lily of the system, and the abatractu.a of 
blood from the vessels of the he»d would 
have obviated much of the remote danger 
caused by the state of congestion. Few, in¬ 
deed, are the cases of convulsive fits in in¬ 
fanta iu which the abstraction of blood, by 
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bnu« of lMdin to 0 » ttoplfi, cm, with j Attack, m taetliio. To thia mum, tW» 
eehtf ot propriety, bt> omitted. Tile fol-1 He elteuk WM eliirij referred in the iiret 

lowing it, we think, relher » curioue pent- Tb* TO "J ’’**•*• wee tub.equmtly 

* ’ r confirm- - by the prompt eppetreoce of the 

h'.'. . two iocieoweiu the lower jew of eechinrent. 

•‘whet u remerleble, the twin brother eotl be eppeerucee ->f dentition on the ooau 
Of thie little petirnt went through e emiler mortem exeminetioit of the one ia whomthe 
iadiepoeitioe et the eery eeme time j eo •' ■ • - • 

eieeil.r. iotlsnd, ia cveiy respect, (hat 1 do 
not think it necessary to eoter into any dr- 
tail of liia symptom*. Under »milet treat¬ 
ment he rfwrtTtd.’' 

Tbe doctor’# notions of analogic# art 
unique. If two Angara had reocivtd aa in¬ 
jury froai Ure earns instrument, by rnaaiia of] 
which oat had tea eeventybrubed and 
tH other completely »tmk off, would the 
doctor bare said that they had Wen simi¬ 
larly affected ia every reaped ! But ia the 
present instance, the only difference, ra¬ 
ther a material one certainly, was, that one 
child re covered, and the other did not! Tbe 
affect ia the one case ia death; the affect iu 
the other ia reetoratioe a vary great si¬ 
militude ! That the ekildren were affected 
by a similar complaint at the early stages of 
their indisposition, there can be no doubt , 
but the mode of expression adapted by Dr. 

Iiall is not only clumsy, but in reality iaac-; menu the susceptibility of the brain to fur- 
curate. We may extract the following j *l”* r attack* of fita, and may lead to 
from (Iw declare renmk. on the cm... j hoopi.. t -ro«fih hero iWtfccl. 

.... . . , . - , | . i«4 tliua frequently trad to hta of other 

Ih.,. ere uet wuheat p.ficmel ..lur, In j kui ta t h ,. t Mt) „ 

lencing the gume of lofroU in owe of fieri- j lllK1 kmm . n , fc, „f fin-jpiug-couth he- 

tition, we cannot too strongly enforce upon \ tome a tit of convulsion. 

the minds of young practitioners, the pro-! *' Convulsions are, indeed, a multiform 

priety, tier, the abrolute oece.env, of malt- > ■ nW " 0 "' ' lU “»"*> •>«« which a. 

._,_" , i, _ . . ._ _ ,__ .tick, the routclee of ordinary votuiiten 


proved fuel. 

1 Uriel it important to bear ip mind t|„t 
fieotition may be , route* of irritation, tour 
hrfote then U My tumour of the gum per- 
ropuble lo th* S**«. Who, the gum he. 
gilt to b, irrirttad, u* etretchwl by the 
•drMeiog teeth, the iejury mn he prop,, 
go tad ehMg the am to the hreb. 

“ U J* $2**^?°!*“* “ *•■**. Hot. 

rroo after Mi nfitf gtraa te the in b, 
fteehtg, the iej*ry way onetime. Tetaaoe 
from s iwtmi doro Ml nee at. roily eeaee 
»m after tropnrtuon: we here the effect 
to treat* 

44 It it important I© obeem, in tbe next 
place, that on# single fit induces a slate of 
the brain which disposes to the recurrence 
of the fit. The nervous system does not at 
once recover from its stale of irritation; u 
rrtuain* more susceptible (ban before. 

“ itis, further, the effect of every kind of 
fit to induce a gorged state of the blood- 
teasels of the brats, similar to that observed 
in the counteoaiue ; this condition sue- 

. . .. ...mf. .»a i. • . . ” 


ing large and deep incisions. The bag or 
periosteum should bn completely divided, 
throughout its whole extent. It is not 
enough that the instrument he carried down 
to the tooth ; it should he carried down and 
along tbe tooth until the operation of divid* 
ing the periosteum ia entirely and completely 
effected. 

** /frtntfrfit.—1 now proceed to make a 
few reflections upon thia siagntar simulta¬ 
neous concurrence of fits in twin broihera. 
i would, in the first place, observe, that 
the cause of this aftV-ctiou must have been 
one that was common to the two i ifauts. 
It might be, 1st, the diet; Vnd, the local 
situation ; or 3rd. teething. The first causes 
had, however, obtained, without change, 
for mouth* previously to the attack ; it could 
scarcely, iherefore,be any one of tbrse which 
should operate so decidedly upon two in¬ 
fanta at ihe mine time iu to peculiar a man¬ 
ner. The only common cause, the opera¬ 
tion of which began at the period of the 


tacks the muscles of ordinary voluntary 
motion. The species of convulsion described 
hjr l)r. J. Clarke, is only remarkable from 
involving a pan of the respiratory system of 
muscles, especially threw about the larynx, 
and those of inspiration «t general. ] teVat 
designation Would be tht ctmip like convul• 
turn. Another form ia that described by tbo 
lata Dr. Kellie, of l*eit!i, as affniing the 
hands and feet. I have seen ronvuUir* 
motions almost confined to the eye, or to 
some part of the face ; hut 1 nevi-r thought 
it worth while to give them a distinct name 
or epithet, 

“ It ia also necessary to keep ia view, 
that there are other sources of convulsion 
besides irritation. Teething, end a deranged 
condition of the alimentary canal, are cer¬ 
tainly by fat the most usual causes of con- 
vulaiao. 

** London, Dec. t3, lS-'k)." 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Jan . 15,1851. 

Every succeeding day afford* some fresh 
proofs that our prediction* of the ultimate 
triumph of Medical Reform are fu&Uug, 
and famishes additional motive* to exer¬ 
tion io the cause. It ie «ot eadnehrely to 
the effort* of the profeeiioar, however deep 
may be the determination of the members 
to obtain their rights, that we look for the 
accomplish meat of this great national ob¬ 
ject; we trust, equally, for its consumma¬ 
tion, to the omnipotent will of a people who 
have at length been taught, by necessity 
and the labours of the press, to understand 
the nature of their grievance!, and have 
reaol ved on their removal. Medical, in fact, 
meat aland or fall with political reform; for 
it ia because the vices of our professional 
corporations have formed a part of the 
system by which we are oppressed, that 
they have hitherto escaped correction. That 
ihe dissolution of the state monster which 
vitiates whatever it touches, and the birth 
of a better order of national government, ia 
at hand, no one who appreciates the present 
condition of the public mind can for a 
moment doubt^ since there ia not an indi¬ 
vidual iu the empire, unblioded by igno¬ 
rance or prejudice, who is not convinced of 
its expediency, the attention of the public 
being at length directed to M meSBUKs,” 
instead of •• men." The cam el ion of diplo¬ 
macy may, therefore, vary its hues to suit 
the tints of prevailing parties, as often and 
os rapidly ns it pleases ;--raav pass through 
the intermediate shades from the saintly jet 
of Toryism, in which every ray of philan¬ 
thropy is absorbed in the darkness of self- 
aggrandisement, to the more luminous but 
less permanent colouring of Whiggery, in 
order to preserve its integrity at the alight 
expense of couaiatency of external appear* 
No. Mj. 


anca j but there ia a spirit abroad too all* 
seeing and intelligent to be longer deluded 
from its purpose by mere semblances of 
amelioration. However tardy in its march, 
it is at least consolatory to be certain that 
thia philosophic spirit of reformation is on 
its way to our medical institutions, and it 
ia the duty of every medical reformer, at 
thia particular period, tofcaetes Hs program 
by every mesa* in hie power. 

With tbit view we proceed with vie- Sbfo 
line of the constitution of the Radical 
school of Dvnun, whoae absurdity has 
bug given it* Edinburg* oontemporary 
so decided a superiority over it. This la* 
boor might b* indeed completed with a few 
lines of tbepeu,by stating that it was the al¬ 
most complete antithesis to rite system which 
prevailed in the capital of Scotland. We 
prefer, however, to enter somewhat more 
into deteil, without encumbering the draft 
| with minute particulars. In the first place, 
the professors of the University, half of tho 
Irish school of physic, were appointed by 
the Board of the University; and as an 
exemplification of the efficient manner iu 
which they performed that important duty, 
we may state, that not a single indivi¬ 
dual, in the long course of their adminis¬ 
tration of this trust, with the exception of 
the present professor of anatomy, ever left, 
or is likely to leave, auy important record of 
his lubours or professional existence. The 
election of the other moiety of the school 
of physic in Ireland, the professors of 
Sir Patrick Dunn’s establishment, which 
is vested iu the College of Physicians, must 
be either defective in theory or grossly 
absurd in practice, since the system has 
never secured to the school of Dobliw a 
man of any celebrity iu science.- Yet though 
the power of appointment has bees unfor¬ 
tunately confided to medical men, we should 
be sorry to see it transferred, as ia 
Edinburgh, to the ** Worthy Corporation’* 
of Dom.in, for in all probability, in¬ 
stead of an an atomical teacher, “ their 
M M 
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Honsun” might fiU the ohtir of anatomy | we may say of medicine, in the Irish pro- 


or ebemiatiy with some well-fed Alderman 
of their own body. Along with being thus 
in part appointed by the tainted suffrages of 
the profession to which they belong, the 
additional incentive to iodoleoee of a salary 
independent of exertion, has been granted 
to them. The sum it certainly small, but 
even that little appears to be too mucli, since 
it must only tend to lessen the attention to 
their pupils. If they only discharged their 
duties with common ability, they would be 
amply remunerated by pupils’ fees; the 
professors, therefore, have not been fairly 
dealt with, by throwing this temptatiou to 
idleness in their way, while they have been 
endowed with the fatal power of regulating 
what the pupils are to pay. With the cer¬ 
tainty of a salary without labour, and Ike 
means of compensating for its deficiency by! 
extravagant fees, it m no wonder the pro- * 
fessors of the school of Duilin should ex- j 
hibit an example of idleness and extortion! 
unprecedented in the records of any scieu- j 
tific institution. To complete the folly of; 
these arrangements, it was required that j 
previous to graduation in medicine in the ■ 
University of Dublin, the student should; 
have also graduated in arts. The time and | 
money spent in the acquisition of this pre-! 
liminary to graduation in the University of! 
Dublin, fully equalled, or perhspg exceed - j 
ed what was required by the University ■ 
of EniNBcnoH, for obtaining the full de-j 
gree of doctor of medicine. But when to! 
these are added the expenses and time re- j 
quired for the medical degree, we have an j 
obstacle to the success of the Di bun j 
school, which no local advantages could, 
possibly overcome. Besides, if such a sacri- j 
6c« of lima and money were to have been j 
made by the liiab student, the degree, \ 
Wlieu accused, afford mi him no advantage j 
Whatever (if we except the eligibility lo j 
certain medical situations iu Dublin alone) | 
over the Edinburgh graduates, who. cons*-! 
queuUy monopolised the whole practice. 


! vincea. 

From thu brief sketches which wo have 
given of the schools of Edinburgh and Dub¬ 
lin, tins superiority of the former over the 
latter must be manifest to every unpreju¬ 
diced mind, preferring practical utility to 
the useleas refinements of a theoretical Bys¬ 
tem of education. We do tot however 
propose it as a model for unqualified adop¬ 
tion by the other sohools; faults it certainly 
committedj but with every allowance for ita 
imperfections, it has done more for the ad¬ 
vancement of medical science, and has con¬ 
sequently conferred more benefits on tbs 
population of these countries, than all th« 
other universities put together, simply be¬ 
cause it accomplished what they merely 
professed. It is surely better to communi¬ 
cate some instruction, than to exclude per¬ 
sons from obtaining it by impracticable 
laws, as was ridiculously done in the Uni¬ 
versity of Dublin. The great defeat of its 
system was its facility of being abused; foe 
it is more than probable, that the mercenary 
spirit of ita professors too often secommo- 
dated tbe examination, which was always 
private, to the capacity of (he student. This 
privacy of examination wag, iu fact, the 
weak point of tbe EdinBI'KOh system ; for 
as none could be cognisant of the nature of 
the examination but the parties concerned, 
the examiner's fame was safe, however their 
sense of justice might be wounded. As to 
the aristocratic outcry raised against tbe 
cheapness of its degree by the other schools, 
so far from approving of this jealous sud 
vulgar complaint, we deem the modera¬ 
tion of expeuncs in the Koi situ turn school 
one of its greatest advantages. The attempt 
to establish an aristocracy in science bus 
met with the fate which so odious an enter¬ 
prise justly deserved, and principally, wc 
must, all admit, through the instrumentality 
of the Edjnsunoii University. Hence Urn 
graduates of OxKiiin, C am Mono *• sud 
the Dublin University, do not bsai the 
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proportion of one to fifty to those of Edin- cal men has not keen followed by sack uhi- 
Bu«r,n. tary consequences as election by unprofea- 

What, therefore, would be the state of atonal persona; that permanent salaries, in- 
society, if left to the care of these few pre- stead of inducing men to advance the 
eminently educated practitioners of the En- boundaries of science, and to promote the 
glish and Irish universities 1 Neither the interests of their pnpils, have an opposite 
circumstances nor the profits of practice tendency, st least in these ooontries, however 
among; the mass of practitioners in this the example of others may be cited against 
country, can afford a compliance with such such an inference ; that there cannot be two 
a system of education. Such a scheme of prices for medical instruction in oontigdoui 

establishments, any more than there can be 
two prices for labour for any length of time in 
neighbouring provinces; and lastly, that to 
have a practical and well-attended school of 
medicine, the means of the pupils and the 
profits which they are likely to derive from 
the exercise of their profession should be a 
fundamental consideration. 

What may be done to remedy the exist¬ 
ing regulations of the Dublin school, we 
kuow not; but we conceive that we have 
shown that it is impossible it can ever be* 
their education and unassuming habits of come a great school of medicine, or com* 
life, are willing to afford it at on accessible pete with the school of Edinburgh, while it 
price? Or are there to be two sets of plivti- adheres to its present pernicious code of 
cions asd surgeons, one to cure the rich, the laws. Of this trath we are also aware, that 
other to kill the poor t As there is no pro- all its professors are thoroughly convinced, 
fession for the exercise of which there is bo and that some of them at least are as anxious 
general a demand, or for the practice of as we are, that these laws should be forth* 
which such an equality of information is with repealed. We have already alluded 
necessary, it is fortunate that both objects ] generally to the cause of this adherence to 
may be attained without the tedious end ex- j a vicious^ystem of instruction ; on some 
pensive process of these impracticable plans' future occasion we shall consider it more in 
of education. EvCry-thing, ijt {/act, that detail, and hope to be able to show that it 
these systems promise, eao, sod bss been has been the misfortune of meoicink to he 
accomplished by leaving the student to dc- uught under the same roof with state 
quire informaliou where and at the cheapest hemgion,” and that it is time this eon- 
rafe he can. To sneiety it is a matter of nexion, which has so materially injured the 
perfect indifference where the practitioner’s interests of science in Great Britain, waa 
knowledge is acquired; the possession of effectually and for ever dissolved. 

h is the only thing in which they ure inte- *» —. ■■■* " ■ ■ > 

rested; aud that he dort possess it, may, it is In another pert of our Journal will be 
now universally conceded, he ascertained by found s scale of fees which hat totol? been 
' examination alone. From the comparison avran ged by the medical gentlemen of the 
which we lisvi* drawn of these two schools, <, Nxwcastl* and GatiOiisad Associa¬ 
tion.'' Of the policy of attempting to 
carry into «&ct, or to art upon, any sucii 
MM! 


we conceive that it may he fairly corioludod 
that tits appointment of professors by medi* 


instruction in medical science is, in fset, not 
more irreducible to practice than it to unjust 
in principle. The poorer orders constitute 
the great mass of the population of every 
country ; to them health is, of course, of 
still greater importance than to their supe¬ 
riors, m they are called, but they are unfor¬ 
tunately unable to procure medical assist¬ 
ance when required, at the rate it to meted 
out by these aristocratic doctors. Are the 
poorer classes then to be deprived of the aid 
of medical men, who, from the cheapness of 
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'medical fees and per-cent age dubs. 


arrangement, we entertain very atrong 
■doubts. Similar schemes have been tried 
in numberless placet, over and over again, 
but they have failed to accomplish the de¬ 
sired object in every instance. In principle 
such an agreement is unsound, as it is the 
foundation of the very essence of monopoly; 
and, further, it is unsound in its being an 
endeavour to estimate the value of mental 
acquirement and skill, by the gross, in¬ 
efficient test of a metallic standard. Be¬ 
sides, it will be said by young practitioners, 
and probably with some degree of justice, 
that such & measure would effectually de¬ 
prive them of the opportunity of making 
their way amongst the poorer classes of so¬ 
ciety. But the range of the scale itself 
proves, beyond all question, that no endea¬ 
vour of the kind can prove in the least de¬ 
gree successful; for where the highest sum 
ought to be adopted by a practitioner, he 
may often select the lowest, and thus defeat 
the object of the association at the broadest 
portion of the principle the measure wbs de¬ 
signed to establish j for there might he much 
greater injury and impropriety in a member 
of the association making the charge of one 
guinea where he had the opportunity of 
charging two, than an individual, not a 
member of the association, charging two 
shillings and sixpence, where a member of 
the association might have an opportunity 
of charging five shillings. We are aware it 
may be replied, that this arrangement en¬ 
sures profitable payment; but this is a great 
error; for the payment, in every instance, 
must be contingent upon employment, which 
neither this plan, nor any other, can long 
secure in the absence of professional talent. 
With barristers there are no regulations for 
fees. With attorneys there are, to he sure, 
certain fixed three-and-four-penny and six- 
and-eig hi penny charges ; but then look at 
the bills of these land-sharks after they have 
been tsxed, and as they come from the 
hands of the Allocator—generally cut down 
one-fourth, often a third, and sometimes one 


half. It cannot, however, he admitted, that 
these men have any claims to rank with 
medical practitioners, having no pretensi ons 
to the characters of men of science, except the 
science of extortion, in the practice of which 
they are surpassingly persevering and skilful. 
With physicians, Dims aud all, “dignity,” 
“ importance,” and all that sort of thing, the 
tax of pernicious interference is fixed at one 
pound one. (" Gold-headed canes/’ pray 
forgive us.) Craftiness, meanness, shuffling, 
underhand dealing, fraud, deception, quack¬ 
ery, and humbug, in the sbnpe of “ Doc¬ 
tors,” “Graduates,” “Duns,” “ Incep- 
tors,” and even “ Fellows,”—aye, the 
hugged and beloved of the royal dame in 
Pall Mail East,-— have sold their mental 
filthiness, compounded with jalap, fundun- 
gus, asafottda, and other such horrible 
drugs, at two shillings and sixpence. (J3T For 
further particulars, spply at the percentage 
■hells in Oxford Stheut, Holborn, and 
half a thousand other places. Oh these 
vilifiers of surgeons in general practice ! 
Oh these abusers of the sound and well-edu¬ 
cated physician! Ob the hypocritical 
wretches, who linvo the insolence not to 
fear the keenness,—-and the ignorance not to 
admire the polish,—of this little instrument. 
Alas ! how uncertain are hrnnun opinions 
aud feelings! Ptesto ; a few touches, and 
they will display most agreeable sympathy 
-—admirable wonder.—The knaves! Wo 
will pierce them to the-hilt, and in order to 
aid us in this object, we solicit all good men 
and true, to convey to us at our office in the 
Strand, by all and every description of mes- 
fliiger, whether dub or runs, quack or im¬ 
pure, cyclops or haggler, owl or bat, the re- 
ligiouschristian name,and the filthy surname, 
of every Fellow, Dim, or Pure CUirurg., 
who is in the habit of” prostituting ” at the 
stews of their per-centage partners with 
open doors, accommodation rooms, (lights 
in the passage,) on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, or Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, from 10 till 12 at noon, aud U to 
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9 of the evening of each day. A new col¬ 
lege, Muter Brooke, will clear these pest 
homes, but a little, a leclel, phlebotomising 
will prove a salutary preparative to the 
worthy inmates. 


CHOLERA MORBUS. 

According to the laBt reports of the Me¬ 
dical Society at Moscow, the number of 
patients, from the 21st of September (old 
style) to the 3d of November inclusive, 
amounted to 5390, of whom 2849 died, and 
17 J 8 recovered. From the 4th to the 8th 
of November, there were 154 new cases, 
and 88 deaths. 

In the Russian provinces on the other 
side of the Caucasus, the epidemy had en¬ 
tirely disappeared ; from the 23rd of August 
to the 21st of September, the number of 
palieuta was 1224, of whom 902 had died. 
From most of the statistical reports on the 
different districts ou this side of the Cauca¬ 
sus, it appears that in general more than 
half of the cases were fatal. In the Ukraine, i 
of 213 patients, 124 died j in the district of 
Novgorod (where the disease broke out just 
at the time of the fair), 1863 cases wore 
observed, 968 of which proved fatal. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

In one of the late numbers of the 11 Journal 
do* lldpitaux de Lyon,” a M. Chardon pro¬ 
poses a new method of treating hydrophobia, 
which, however, we are afraid will not be 
very acceptable to “ hydrophobes," as it 
consists in nothing less than drowning. Ho 
relates that a rabid dog, after having been 
apparently killed by drowning, had reco¬ 
vered, and was subsequently found toJjjp 
quite free from the diseuse. This fact, of 
which M. Chardon was an eye-witness, in¬ 
duced him to try the effect of asphyxia in 
hydrophobia, and lie says, that of five rabid 
dogs, two were actually cured iu this man¬ 
ner. Shortly after these experiments, he 
met with a female who had been bitten by a 
rabid dog, and offered ull the symptoms of 
confirmed hydrophobia, lie immediately- 
proceeded to try his new method, and, after 
having bled her, placed her iu q warm bath, 
which, however, unfortunately did not con¬ 


tain a sufficient quantity of water to make 
the immersion complete; moreover, she 
became so violently agitated, that she was 
soon taken out of the water in a very alarm¬ 
ing state, and died in a few minutes. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF 

DEAFNESS . 

By John Fosbroke, M.D.,M.R.CS., 
N.R.P.S. Edinb., &fc. 

My essay on the Pathology of the Kid¬ 
neys, having been favourably received by 
the profession, I, in compliance with a wish, 
which has been very generally expressed, 
that provincial practitioners should make 
known more frequently the results of their 
practice, offer these observations, which 
were announced as the next in succession 
of my inquiries. They formed the subject- 
matter of an inaugural thesis at Edin¬ 
burgh; but to have published them in that 
form, would have been to throw what¬ 
soever was useful in them into a vault. 

In the first announcement of this essay, 
five years ago, I stated that it was my de¬ 
sign “ to show most disinterestedly the de¬ 
gree of dependence which is to be placed on 
the treatment of deafness according to real 
experience, for which purpose 1 have gona 
into the inquiry." 1 have endeavoured al¬ 
ways to place the stability of my own cha¬ 
racter and professional communications, 
humble as they may be, upon the founda¬ 
tions of«*ctual observation, and the unso¬ 
phisticated and independent averment of the 
plain truth. No bias of interest has induced, 
or ever shall iuduce me, knowingly, to exag¬ 
gerate the favourable, or conceal llie dis¬ 
couraging results of ray inquiries. An old 
writer observes, ** I always, thank God, 
look upon it as moat injurious, and one of 
the worst of wickednesses, in serious things, 
to impose upon the living, but much more 
to banter and hand down a falsehood to pos¬ 
terity; a fault, 1 doubt, too many of oar 
physic-observators have been guilty of." 
1 endeavour also to draw my pictures and 
colouriugs from nature, that those who trace 
the same path may find their own observa¬ 
tions the picture and reflection of mine. 

1 am not what is called an “amiat." The 
interest which I have taken in the subject 
was casual in its origin, and the objeots 
which I have in view in publishing this 
essay, both in relation to the profession and 
to the public, are pg follow 



m w.rarano wvunnm. 

At tup i n ifci - |mjfmim imtom wA could imt bm txitUd, sad j, m ^ 
diaetiM of I)m tar gauwally, fa*?* formed invented toWyfe inpote &1*« notion* of 
« field it to wwntry fef a# tlwarii tnd the necessity of ♦» •arkt*” upon the cmblio 
■uperluoui aufadivision of the profession, mind, whilat, in the mim popular 
aadthe public themeelrca hare boon the description* end treatment of the differ* 
broegbt in a greet measure to conceit enl cases ere to artfully disjoined and dis- 
thttll requiring division of labour aud ex- ousted, that the reader can get no (due to 
Cluasve attention to ensure the perfection of rule* of practice. The article ou the ear. i n 
akill, they should not be attempted by the Mr. Cooper’a dictionary, which it the moat 
practise of general surgery. A more inte- scientific account of the diseases of that 
retted or ideal absurdity was never adysn- organ which l have toon in our language 
ced nor received; it baa too much, it is to treats of the diseased action in tbit and that 
be feared, opened a way for extortion and portion of the auditory tract, with the «f v ns 
im|Muuiona, for which no return could over characteristic of it in each particular arun- 
be made, or be pre-auppoaed, by the inte- tiop, at if the dialed action were always 
rested party; in other words, nine out of no bounded aud limited, aud always to be so 
tea of what are called auristaare but swin- distinguished, which is nonsense, and uot 
dlers under another name—impostors get- true in nature. 

ting money under false pretences. An im- There sire two clams of aurl.sfs in tin's 
portant purpose of the discussion of tbit country, staUmnvy and thttm, or Mirant 
subject will be, to chow that the disease* auriats. J'hit last clast i* part end parcel <-f 
of tbe ear should no more he resigned to a j the numerous miscellaneous tnd irregular 
particular clatsof pretenders than the diaetae# ; vagabonds under various mmlic al denomi- 
of tbe eye, which form a far wider and more • nations, who are tob-rated by Inw and custom 
difficult field than those of the ear, «m-J in this island. The v'tttraiit uurixt purai'cs 
bracing a great variety of practice ami muny > exactly the tame system as the rnvram 
very nice “ eurgical mani potations.’’ Ever lu'uhsi. The plan ot both ia to cure slight 
since Lawrence. Travera, Green, Guthrie,‘cases for the lower orders, draw up gross 
and a number of other aurgeous in town! exaggerations of the cases in whole column* 
and country, have taken up the eye aud of the newspapers, and make the patients 
added it to general surgery, there has beenj pay for them in return fur the benefit le¬ 
an end to the charm and attraction of the i ceived. By tht* method these swindlers 
pure oculist. It do* not require more than j lay hold of numerous and even respectable 
sne month’s application to teach tha prat- j dupe* from all pa. s of tbe surrounding 
titioner of geuerai surgery all that can be \ country, whilst they thence the provimial 
known of tbe causes and modes of treating j press. Which,.for the muu part, has reached 
deafness, and to show him, that from the | the lowest pitch of iniuny, servility, ami 
constant connexion of this affection with j venality, and prevent the publication of ex- 
eonstitational causes, lie is best qualified lojposures by the indirect bribery of the ad- 
give attention to it in practice. The uien; vertiaeraents. I offered Mr. Wright's very 
who have added really to our knowledge of [proper *■ caution to the public” res peeling 
the ear in this country have not been }*ro - i these vagabonds to a provincial paper, in a 
fused aurists, but general surgeons and! neighbourhood where one of them whs 
pathological physicians, among whom the j prowling about; but the newspaper people 
.names of Saunders, Bell, Earle, Sym, l J arry, refused 10 insert it, because they considered 
and Abercrombie, are conspicuous. On Ine j expos ires of quackery offensive to the nuli- 
eontineut, in Germany aud France, as the lie la te. The announcement of their ex- 
references in the course of this essay will traordmary cures by roup dt main gene- 
prove, tho matter has stood exactly tbo rally run? under the title of Doctor, or .Mr. 
lame. The exclusive treatises of the day, So-’and-s>, in sundry great towns, “ where 
written by professed aurista, have beau got lie intends to de ny bis stay for a few w eeks 
up chiefly from materials furnished by ana- longer,” fee. Among these Hampers is a 
tomists and surgeons. One of these hooks, woman-aurixl, who hernia her advertise- 
which it seemaisa leading work in England, incuts with s wood-cut of a large ear and 
and has passed through several editions, its organa. To reason against such rank 
though I am pretty aure it would not bear imposture is superfluous, since of all dc- 
tbe light any-where else, ia a bold and rangements, universal experience kn« proved 
miserable compilation from Bell's Elements that none, under the moat able individual* . 
of Anatomy and Mr. Saunders' Essay* l who bnve given particular attention to the ■ 
have seen others affeotinga pretended acute- subject, are more immovably stubborn, 
nets and depth of observation, full of re- nod less frequently treated with success, 
flnwnent* io theory and practice, minute than cases of deufueBS. It is part of the 
distinctions of seats and causes, and a parade admirable system of medical legislation in 
of difficulties which J am certain, from the France, which ia an example to every other 
cases which I have myself investigated, country, and which, ere long, iu the pre- . 



W4sf tfiHiNil.nbai, I tost, will U 
copied*® ftUitsltadiBg point* ia tbii com- 
to,-tbit all quacks, under the denomination 
of awists, « »ny: denomination whatever, 
*W seised by the police, and shopped up in 
jftilsby bo megas so comfortable is opr vo¬ 
luptuous houses «f correction. Moreover, 
no eucouragement is given by court appoint¬ 
ments to any superfluous subdivisions oftbe 
profession. Whoever takes upon him ss 
aurist or oculist must have been regularly 
educated previously aa physician, surgeon, 
or offkxer He smtfe. But die assumption of| 
bucU appellation* as “ surgeon-oculist," 
“ surgeon-*ur»t.” is considered in that 
case extremely degrading, and whoever 
assumes them is excluded by law from the 
concours for the election of agregei, and 
from all public appointments. None bnt 
ojjiviers de saute grace ibeir sign-boards 
with these names, and they are a denounced 
and repudiated body. In England there is 
no menus of extirpating quacks, whether 
rogues, vagabonds, strollers, or otherwise, 
except only the Loudon press, which, by 
promulgating such remarks ss these iu their 
columns, cun always accomplish u great deal 
for the public safety. 

To speak again of this aubdivision. there 
is, it must he acknowledged, another and a 
reasonable cause of prejudice in the pub¬ 
lic mind against the interference of the 
pracrisers of surgery in the diseases of the 
eur, via., the mischief and blundering which 
many of them commit, from wilful and dis¬ 
graceful ignorance of the most common prin¬ 
ciples upon which they ought to proceed. 
If a man, upon the strength of his general 
reputation, and the confidence which it lias 
acquired for him with his patients, venture 
to take a dangerous liberty with particular 
parts like the oars, without first acquaint¬ 
ing himself with the diseases and special 
treatment of. them, as he may do with a 
little application, aud as h« would do with 
any other part of surgery and medicine, lie 
is not only a rssli blockhead, but ho de¬ 
serves every punishment which public 
opinion, aud even the laws of his coun¬ 
try, can inflict. It is an idle excuse, 
under such circumstances, to call mutila¬ 
tion, and perhaps eventual murder, “ a 
venial offence,” " a mere error of judg¬ 
ment.” h is downright wilful ignorance, 
and criminal self-conceited temerity. Such 
u inau undertakes the case voluntarily, aud 
kuows at the lime whether he is qualified to 
undertake it or nut. lie has no right to go 
creeping round his patient, and pouring his 
leperous uud poisonous distilineut* iuto bis 
ears. 

. With respect to the public, the informa¬ 
tion which i ahull convey will not he so 
valuable for iu novelty, or for the successful 
cures it shall hold out, as for giriug them 


tba imim of fofwtag a correct judgment of 
their own uses. tM for ita helping to place 
the unsettled mind ajpto a rock, instead of 
evpry-wkere alluring it with flying fancies 
and fallacious promliei. It will serve to 
warn those who have how they 

commit them, in cases witkojp^belp or hope, 
to promises and suggestion* ft* hollow as the 
wind and deocitfol as a atsir of sand. He 
who deems these descriptions barren in false 
temptations, may bethink him that to know 
iu what manner of eases treatment may be 
of service, and in what not, and how duifth 
may be rationally obiaiaed from such mnlos 
as we actually possess, are grand points. 
The reader may rise from these pages confi¬ 
dent that the whole truth baa been told 
him, that nothing is magnified or diminish¬ 
ed, that his hopes are not raised to be dis¬ 
appointed by bis histories of cure never per¬ 
formed, by means that could never perform 
them,a species of quackery which, unprin¬ 
cipled aa it is, is more general and success¬ 
ful m this country, than in sll the other 
countries of Europe together, from the sus¬ 
ceptibility to every bubble aud imposture 
among the people. 

Men like Heberden, Baillie, and others, 
who have occupied the highest pinnacles of 
the profession, instead of boasting their 
hundred eures, knew by experience that 
they had a hundred cases every day of their 
lives, for which they had no cure at all, and 
could do nothing. Their occupation ia great 
part, aud the application of their influence 
over medical practice, consisted as much in 
preventing men ef inferior knowledge and 
experience, and downright ignorance and 
charlatanry, from going too great lengths and 
committing mischief, and in preventing the 
folly of patients themselves, than in work¬ 
ing miracles md inking a trading advantage 
of credulity. The last pages of Heberden 
and Baillie, written in the deep aet of their 
lives, when they bad nothing more to fear 
or to hope from the world, are amulets 
against quackery, teaching men, according 
io the rao*t extensive experience and the 
best in its kind, bow little iu chronic dis¬ 
eases can be done by the most competent 
skill of the physician. The temple is not to 
be made perfect and whole when the prin¬ 
cipal supporting columns ara shaken sad 
rent. 

71, Sudeley Place, Cbelt ;.'ham. 

November 2 ,1830. 


OroRRHBA in Cm urn tv .—-Dr. Amelung 
states in (iraefe and ffattker's JoHvnul, 
that he has employed with gw*«t ruccesa in 
this disease, especially when the discharge 
is trend, hu injection of a weak solution of 
corrosive sublimate. 
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MEBICAL FEES AT NEWCASTLE. 


MEWCAL AND SURGICAL FEES. 

kjalk a Wetted at kiwmih** 

To the Editor of Till Lancet. 
&«,—At tlit* time when I communicated 


The fallowing table of fete and chargei 
for professional services, ha* been drawn 
up with strict *nd impartial attention to the 
proper interests both of the public and of 
the medical profession, by the " Newest! Ie 
slid Gateshead Associstioa of General Prac¬ 
titioners in Medicine and Surgery;*’ and is 
regretfully submitted to public considera¬ 
tion, with the view of obviating the embur- 


to you the resolution* which had been passed irassment which his hitherto beta so Tre¬ 


at a meeting of general practitioners in this 
piece, the table of fees wtttnpt finally agreed 
upon. Indeed more difficulty waa expe¬ 
rienced in drawing it up, so as to aecammo- 
date it to the views and wishes of different 
practitioners, than ws* in the first place ex¬ 
pected; and it will be seen that it has been 
found necessary to allow much latitude inj 
the scale of charges, ns well as in its prac- 
tical application ; but we trust it has been 
constructed in such a manner as to admit of j 
the practitioner receiving an ample compen¬ 
sation from the rich and liberal, while it 


quebtty experienced in iweonpeasiag the 
services of medical attendant*. 

The table it calculstsd to exhibit the 
amount or fens Adapted to nil classes of the 
community, altogether independent of pro¬ 
fit on medicines; and it is thought more 
judicious to offer it as a guide to be adopted 
wholly, or in part, according to the wishes 
and feelings of the public at large (trusting 
to the manifest justice and reasoimblmfHs 
of the measure for its gradual, but iu the 
eud, universal adoption), than to impose it 
...... as an invariable rule of practice. Besides, 

will also admit of bis attending the poorer! it is undeniable that many difficulties must 
classes on terms at once easy to them and I be encountered in providing fixed rules for 
honourable to himself. It goes to the ac- j individual cases. While, therefore, the. 
knowledgment of a principle whereby he | great principle of compensation being made 
will make his demand of compensation, j for professional services actually rendered, 
whether largo or small, on a straight-for-1 aa d 0 f medicines being furnished to the 
ward, honourable, and intelligible basis, public at a moderate charge, is held in view, 
instead of exacting it under false pretences,! jt is evident that ou many occasions, espi¬ 
al if bis professional knowledge were a ci&lly in their attendance ou the families of 


thing not to be named to bis patients, and 
lit only to be buried in the mystery of a 
black draught or calomel pill. 

It is our anxious wish to induce the mem* 

Tjera of the profession resident in oilier 
places, to co-operate with us in this great 
measure of reform, whereby we confidently 
hope, that the character of tbe general prac¬ 
titioner will be elevated in tbe estimation of 
the public, and his service* valued in pro¬ 
portion. It is with this view that we ore 
desirona of laying our proceedings open to 
the profession, and shall be glad if yon will 
make your journal the medium of accom¬ 
plishing our wishes. Your pen is also an 
mble advocate, and we shall rejoice to see it 
earnestly engaged in the cause. If once the 
profession could be induced to trend in our 
steps—to pursue a line of proceeding ana¬ 
logous at least to the example we have set 
before them (let them improve upon it os 
they please, and we shall be most happy to 
attend to suggestions of improvement fioiu 
any quarter;, I am antiified that the work ... 

must proceed prosperously, and must issue Drawing s tooth.0 10 6 to 0 

iu much good lo ourselves audio our patients. Introducing a cntlieur 0 10 h to 0 

1 remain, Sir, ]Vaccination. % 1 u to 0 

Your very obedient servant, 

T. IU. Guksniiow. 

Newcastle, December 28th, 1830. 


the less wealthy and labouring classes of 
the community, practitioners must be con¬ 
sidered in a great degree at liberty to make 
such arrangements with their patients ns 
may be fouuil moat convenient to them¬ 
selves. 


rFEB FOR PROFESSIONAL ATTENDANCE AND 
THE- MORE ORDINARY OPERATIONS OF 
SIRCEUV. 

£, j. d. £. t. rf. 

Consultation...,,.from 2- 2 0 to l 10 

Visits in town.0 S 0 to 0 Hi 

Dressing wounds, Ate., 

per week . 2 2 0 to 0 10 6 

Visits iu the night .... I 1 0 to 0 A 0 

Visits in the country,— 

Within five miles.... I 1 0 to 0 

From five to ten miles 2 2 0 to 0 

Mieediug .0 10 <» to 0 

Cupping . 1 t 0 to 0 

Opening temporal artery 1 1 0 to tt 


:> 0 
7 (i 
2 (> 
3 0 
b 0 
2 <> 
2 li 
b 0 


The more impoitont operations.of sur¬ 
gery, as well as attendance in child-bed, 
, will be recompensed according to the prill - 
[The annexed document accompanied the . ciples ulrondy wi ll understood Amongst the 
letter of Mr. Gxeenhuw.J j members of the prolcwiou, 










COUNTER- IRRITA.NT,—OPERATION AT ST. GEORGE'S. vW 


CHARGE# FOR MEDICINES. 

Mixture, from 3 ox. to £.*.</. g.t.d. 

8 M.. from 0 2 0 to 0 3 <5 

Ditto t pint.. 0 2 6 to 0 2 0 

1’ill*, tingle dote or bolne 0 0 6 

PilU, per dozen ... 0 1 0 

Powders, per dozen .... 0 2 0 to 0 1 6 

Single pow der.0 0 <i 

Draught .0 l 0 to 0 0 6 

Blisters, plasters, oud other medicines 
not specified, to bo charged in the tome 
proportion. 


ACETIC ACID AS A COl.'NTER-XftRI TART. 


cided success. I think that if medical met 
will only employ it, we shall not witness the . 
unpleasant *nd even fatal effect# which* 
sometimes follow the use of blisters; the 
tartar-emetic ointment, &e. ficc. in infants, 
and highly irritable subjects. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours, very obediently. 

It. W. Dewuvmt, Surgeon. 

December 90,1830. 


operation for caynar. hernia at 

SI. Oi.OKGfc’s JlOSPrrAL. 


! To the Editor of The Lancet. 

To tU Editor of Tkv. Ukck. | - trMt you wffl eICU56 t!li , , Uo[t 

Sir,— The numerous advantages that are | note, the object of which is to correct an 
derived in affections of the thoracic viscera, error iu the relation of a case of strangulated 
from the application of counter-irritants to; femoral hernia. Bent from this place to St. 
the surface of the chest, have induced me to George's Hospital ou the ‘i7tli of December, 
cull ths attention of your readers to the em- and published in your valuable pages on the 
jdoymentof what 1 consider to be a new I 8th of January. I feel myself called upon 
remedial agent in these diseases; at least, 1 to make the following statement, because 
never heard of its applicstiou prior to using the case, as it stands in the pages of The 
it myself. It is exceedingly safe, and can , Lancet, makes the surgeons of St. George’s 
he used almost without any of those precau- cut but an iudifferent figure, and calls in 
lions which are given with other counter- 1 question the propriety of the operation 
irritants. Having had some considerable itself. The following is what I wish to 
experience in its use during lliu lost three correctIt may be remarked there was 
years, lean speak of its efficacy, and strongly no vomiting, nor was the abdomen at all 
recommend it to the notice of my protes- j tense." Now, Sir, this is a most import- 
gionul brethren, particularly as 1 have era- ant remark in a case of questionable strau- 
ployed it on persons of all ages and cousti- 1 gulated hernia, and it is right for me to state 
tutians. The medicine is exceedingly aim- • that she hud iuccsRont vomiting from the 
pie; it is merely the aromatic or carnpbo* •• time it became straugulated on Triday the 
rated acetic acid, which is to be rubbed on; 24th of December, till eleven o’clock at 


the chest, with the corner of a coarse towel,! night on the 2(jib, when I paid her my last 
until the surface of the skin usuumes a deep ; visit, at which time I saw her eject from her 
reddish hue, and a slight smarting sensation: stomach at one time more than a quart of 
is felt. The instant relief which this sim -1 matter, as completely stercaraceous as 1 
pie remedy affords is astonishing, and unless ever buw from therectum in my life. At 
witnessed would hardly be believed ; in in-1 this time I should huve considered her case 
cipiont cases, the effect is very striking, hopeless; she hud coustaut hiccup and vo- 
'NVheu employed on infants and very delicate • railing, with an extremely small pulse, and 
nervous females, it requires to he diluted very anxious countenance. I directed her 
with kii equal part of distilled water, other- husbaud to take her to St. George’s llospi- 
wise it will destroy the skin ; an object not tul at six o’clock the next morniug, if she 
intended unless in very severe cases. 1 was had strength for the journey, at the same 
liiht led to adopt it in my own case, from time 1 informed him how little hope I had 
having laboured twice severely under in-;of its being of any service, in consequence 
flamed lungs, the first occasion of which of the delay occasioned by the patient’s 
nearly proved fatal, and where, it was to be , neglecting to go to the hospital, or to sub- 
observed, the mildest blister that was ap-1 mit to the operation twenty-four hours 
plied, produced always the most agonising; earlier, the necessity of which had been 
strangury. Accidentally witnessing the, very strongly urged, 
effects of the aromatic vinegar bs a counter- i Her symptoms appear to me to have been 
irritant in removing the skin from the face such as most fully to have justified the 
of a young lady, who hud iucuutiously used operation, thq only doubt being"’the state in 
it as yn err hi lie, i wus led to the idea ol‘( which the intestine would he found from 
adopting it as a counter irritant in my own j the length of time it had been suffering from 
cave, and subsequently, us 1 have already ; ilie stricture, and 1 have no doubt that the 
stated, iu many patients with the most do- intestines bad been strangulated, although it 
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tiM; inferiwaaruh ':jM I btl »i d*'*. 
tbftt »fet Ufefeig Mrf die wbeteq mm, 
wUfe ta*eflM».p<xlu«d . nmt .l.rroinj 
d«(TM oTfeiafeMM, and, finding the taxi* 
of no trail, I pressed the operation very 
strongly, or her immediate removal to the j 

kjSyattention was called to the account of, 
the ease in The Lancet by Mr. Cattle, aur-; 
peon, whose patient the woman was while! 
hero, and by whom 1 was called to tee the* 
case ; and it immediately occurred to me, j 
that it would be right to inform you that the j 
early symptoms were most unequivocally 
those of strangulated hernia, and this is my 
vacua© for troubling you with this hasty : 
letter, and I beg to remain, 

Your most obedient servant, • 


The demonstrations tr* r1*o conducted in 
a very careless manner, The different parts 
sro shown in a vary hurried manner, and not 
so as to impress the student’s mind with tba 
subject. The prospectus mentioned that 
demonstrations would be* given >** every 
! morning,'* yet on Thursdays we have none * 
the reason assigned is, that the pupils mav 
be able to attend the “ taking in,” but if de¬ 
monstrations were going on, it would be 
found that more would attead these, than 
the “ taking in.” It alee happens, tiiat the 
dissecting room is left, ocOMlou.ily without 
a demonstrator, or wi$ UM&cient 

one, and at a place where fifty or more are 
disseciiug, you will, Mr. Editor, see the pro. 
priety of having at least one competent per. 
son constantly in the room, not for an hour 
or ftro, but from nine or ten o'clock in th» 


Jams* Smith* 

Richmond Green, Jan. 10th, 18.11. 


ABUSES AT ST. TUOMAs’g HOSPITAL. j 

To tfcs Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Sir, —1 have been a constant reader of 
your Journal from it* commencement, and 
its volumes are now bending the. very shelves 
of my library. It is with much pleasure 
that f have followed you from the first num¬ 
ber that was published to the present time, 
and find you still walking in the same path, 
and unflinchingly attacking every species of 
medical monopoly. The rights of " stu¬ 
dents” are also u;.der your especial protec- j 
tion, nod “ God help us” poor devil*, were 
it not for the acme touches which the *' big 
wigs ” of the hospitals occasionally receive 
from your Lancet. Compare us with stu¬ 
dents twenty years sgo. They were lite- 
rally trampled upon, and were compelled to 
put up with insults even from the porters 
and other underling* of the hospitals, hut; 
the reign of terror i» now over, and to whom I 
are we indebted for the ebauge 1 Every J 
student who has a spark of gratitude or a’ 


morning till tba commencement of the ana¬ 
tomical lecture. Last season, 1 understand, 
two very competent demonstrators were ge¬ 
nerally there, but perhaps it it now thought 
that from the great reducliou which ha* 
taken place in the price of lectures at St, 
Thomas'* Lius season, we are to put up with 
| this deficiency. Many student* have com- 
1 plained of there being no demonstration* 
\ from the beginning of the present week, be- 
| cause the demonstrator chose to announce 
‘ that there would be none till Jauuary Jd, as 
; be could “ get through the course without.*' 
i If they were conducted in n leas hurried 
1 manner, it would be found that there was 
not a day in auy week to spare, neither 
could a fortnight be wasted at Christmas. 

It has been said, Mr. Editor, that you are 
not impartial in publishing complaint* from 
the Borough Hospitals, but tiiat ibe abuses 
at St. TIkkimm’s are let off very easily, com¬ 
pared with those of Guy's. ( have denied 
this strongly, ami it remains for you to de¬ 
cide h hether you will allow this a place iu 
your Journal. 

I remain, your* respectfully. 

A. 1’imir ot St, Thomas’*. 

Lotion, Dec. 24, lHdu. 


grain of common settee, must acknowledge’ 
the source whence these benefits huve 


Sprung. ! SUBSCRIPTION EOll THE l.ATE OR, NUTT ALL. 

But to my complaint; yon will agTeo with . . _ 

me that it is an essential point for lecturer* _ 

to keep their faith with pupils, and it hr To the hat tor of Iiie Lancet. 
with regret that 1 say, this has been broken! Sir,-—I addressed a letter, a fortnight 
bv one of oar midwifery lecturers at St.-ago, to the Editor of The Medical Guutte, 
Thomas’s. The prospectus held out, that; inclosing my mile towards the subscription 
Dr*. Ferguson and Asbburner would deliver for the family of the late iU'tch-to-be*la- 
Midwifery Lectures alternately, but after ; mented Dr. Xuitttlt. 1 begged the insertion 
pocketing their fees, we find tiiat Dr. Per--of that letter, because, a* au old pupil of 
gusou has discontinued lecturing, and ac- l)r. Notts)!’*, I knew some hing of hia 
cep led an appointment in the London Uni- ? habits and character ; and l conceived that 
versity ; this course (and I suppose the next; j what I stated would promote the sulfttrip- 
will be finished by Dr. Anhburuer, who is,'tion for the family j being, moreover, deeply 
in fact, no lecturer at all. '[impressed with gratitude tor ms kind uud 

i 



MR. GUTHRIE'S PROMHIES^CAIJSE OF SCROFULA. 
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iMtruetbw, l was desirous of 
paying comb tribute, however •mall, to the 
aumory of my severed preceptor. I re¬ 
gretted that the Editor bad allowed a con¬ 
temporary to taka the lead of him in a work 
of charity, in aid of tbe family of bit late 
colleague ; al I felt enured tiiat ail who 
knew him would willingly assist so good a 
eaaae, and then stated Rome of the menu of 
the individual, and bis claims on the pro¬ 
fession. I have now to express ray surprise 
at the refusal to insert that letter, and to 
request you, who first started the subscrip¬ 
tion, to afford toe space iu your Journal in 
furtherauee of the object ao handsomely pro¬ 
moted 4»y yourself. I think it right, Mr. 
Editor, that every worthy public character 
should be held up as a beacon, whereby we 
way direct our course ; and to tbn*p who 
knew not the late Dr. Nuttnll, I would say 
that, a more deserving man was not in the 
profession. Enthusiastically devoted to ull j 
its most arduous duties, he neglected those ) 
means calculated to constitute the success- i 
ful practitioner; and while he was con¬ 
stantly engaged iu the cause of science and 
suffering humanity, he despised the trickery 
too often practised to sail on the surface of 
jKtpularity ; no msu could be more regular, 
or attentive in his duties at the dispensary ; 
none more anxious to convey instruction to 
his pupils, or relief to his patients. In him 
the poor have indeed lost a friend l Pas¬ 
sionately fond of h»s profession, and of mor¬ 
bid anatomy in particular, he traced all dis¬ 
eases to their source, taking notes of their 
symptoms during their progress, and com¬ 
paring them with the post-mortem uppear- 
uuccs ; he wns particularly interested iu 
diseases of the chest,especially of the heart, 
always haring recourse to percussion and 
the stethoscope, and scarcely a death oc¬ 
curred iu his practice, that he did not per¬ 
sonally perform the. post-mortem examina¬ 
tion to as many of bia pupils as chose to 
accompany him, oommouly giving some 
pecuniary recompense to tire poor relatives 
for the trouble he hud caused them ; so that 
1 will venture to say that no man possesses 
a more abundant record of coses or facts 
relative to diseased heart, than did the late 
Dr. Nuttnll. He sent many tine specimens 
Li Mr. Brookes. It is to be hoped that, at 
this time, when those diseases are. so much 
discussed aud to little understood, that some 
judicious friend of the family may be in¬ 
duced to 14 sink a shaft into this rich mitre ” 
of unsecured ore, and, selecting the gold 
therefrom, produce it for the beuefit of 
the minimal world. 1 could, Sir, enlarge 
much upon the virtues and amiable charac¬ 
ter of the deceased, who was one of those 
who did not receive his reward in this 
■World, but I will sum up his private charac¬ 
ter by saying, with Mr. Tucker, that a 


kinder or warmer hearted mao 4& oat 
exist, nor owe pore devoted to every 
Christian duty. T%*Bld alto, in conclusion, 
bear nsy bwobio btfkbsiity testimony to 
lb* equally amiahl* ■ Ch*ttici*r of bia dis¬ 
tressed widow; aud I do sincerely trust 
that, io her affliction, she .will experience 
the generous sympathy of that profession to 
which her late husband was so bright an 
ornament. 

I am, Sir, 

Y our obedieu t servant, 

Wilma u Moss. 

Eton, Jan. 10, lftSl. 


MR. (>UT)IKfK 8 LECTURES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— The Christmas holidays being over, 
and Mr. Guthrie having resumed the ardu¬ 
ous task of lecturing two, or occasionally 
three, hours a week, will you allow me, 
through the medium of The Lancet, to in¬ 
quire, if he intends fulfilling the promise 
made in bis prospectus, of delivering clint- 
■C»l lectures at the Westminster Hospital, 
nr occasional lectures at the Ophthalmic 
Institution in Warwick Street. The pro¬ 
mises and performances of lecturers have 
long been proverbially at variance; but 
never has there been a more palpable breach 
of contract than in the present case, «<»t a 
! single lecture having been delivered ut either 
j institution since the commencement of ihe 
anatomical senson. Mr. Guthrie is very 
fond, when seated in tbe professor's chair, 
j of stigmatising his class as idle, lazy, fellows, 
! &tc. Pray is not this something like seeing 
the mote in his neighbour’s eye, and over- 
| looking the beam in his own ? 

( Since writing the above, I have been 
iufonned by a student, that Mr. Guthrie 
certainly did one day say something at the. 
hospital, but what that something was about, 
he, the pupil, was entirely guiltless of know¬ 
ing ! At any rate, I shall trouble you with 
another notice on the subject towards tbe 
termination of the course, for the benefit of 
j those who are on the point of commencing 
their studies. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Pupil. 


CHAHCF8 AGAINST THE PI CIS- 

To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sir,—I have been lately perusing a 
pamphlet upon National Dietetics, written 
by Mr. G. Warren, surgeon, Manchester 
Street, the purport of which uppeurs tu me 
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VENTRAL HERNIA. 


to he of importance to tb* healing art. He 
lias endeavoured to prove that the exciting 
cause of phtofoto* scrofula, gout, mania, kc., 
tl hoc gtm* axwfo.hus been produced by a 
non-observance of the Massical lav with 
regard to diet, and that hence all the hu¬ 
mours of the body have become vitiated, and 
banded down from one generation to Soother 
& this very impure state. Now, Mr. Editor, 
I tun a plain matter-of-fact msa, and do not 
wish to attract public attention through toe 
wild maxes of hypothesis, but merely state 
that I have resided to a large panto for 
twenty years where nine-tenths of its In- 
habitants have lived upon this obnoxious 
food— swine's flesh ;yet1 do not find that any 
of us are more subject to the diseases alluded 
to by the author, than those who have paid 
peculiar attention, to the laws of Moses, I 
hope some one more capable than myself | 
will examine (be principles upon which the 
luminous author has founded Ins arguments, 
aud lay be lore the public the result of liia 


three copious alvine evacuations. Yester¬ 
day she suffered severely from nausea, and 
iu the evening vomited several times. Mr. 
Vincent happening to be in the hospital at 
the time or her admission, had recourse to 
tbe taiis immediately, but not befog suc¬ 
cessful, ordered her to be put into t warm 
bsib, to be bled from tbs arm whilst; in it, 
and then to have the taxis employed again. 

Eight o'clock tm, 3he remained in the 
bath twenty-fife minutes, and was bled 
while in it to stole** ounces, but no ayn- 
oope was induced. Thetaxto was tleo em¬ 
ployed for tan minutes,but no portion of 
the hernia could be returned. As toon as 
the left the bath, a purgative enema was 
administered, but it rrturced immediately, 
unmtoed with .fatal matter. She to to every 
respect the tame as when we saw her at 
noon. 

10. In the early part of last night she vo¬ 
mited frequently, but slept soundly in the 
interval*. Towards this morning the sick- 


Jauuary It, 1&31. 
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examination, whilst the knights of the sty ni>M increased, and *b« vomited a large 
arc grunting with indignation at the charge, i quantity of stcrcoracemis fluid. The tumour 
1 am. Sir, yours respectfully, (is now rather painful to the touch, the nh- 

An Imjcibsh. jdomen slightly distended, hut pressure on 
jit is not productive of pain. Mr. Vincent 
! to-day had a consultation with his col- 

.—— ■ .— . ■ ■ i. ■ ■ (league*, who agreed with tum as to the 

f propriety of operating. The patient was 
ST. BARTHOLOMEWS HOSPITAL, j immediately removed to the operating thea- 

_ (sro, and the operation was performed in the 

; followingmanner. An incision, parallel to 
I the lim-a ulhn, and about three inches in 
Euz. 4 ar.i 11 S«.iu, setst. 72, a stout ami length, was made over the front of the 
Li'jliLv-IiKiLiii., woman, was admitted into! tumour, by which tli M -skin was divided, and 
I're-nieiit's " .ird, ou Thursday the 9tb of j the fascia superficial!* exposed. This fascia 
December, uuder the care of Mr. Vincent.[was next raised by means of a forreps, nnd 
She baa a tumour of the abdotueu, about the J the apex of the elevated portion divided 
Eizeof the two lists, ou the surface of which,' with u knife held horizontally. The aper- 
a little below iu centre, the umbilicus is lure was enlarged with a probe-pointed bis- 
situated, and a considerable impulse is jtoury, guided by the finger to the extent 
given to it by coughing. There is no dis- j of the external incision. A large quantity 
teusiou of the abdomen, and pressure pro-] of omentum was now brought into view', 
duces a sensation of uneasiness, but which \ which being drawn towards the left side, a 
duos not uiaount to pain. Her countenance i portion of the jejunum of about fourteen 
is tranquil; pulse frequent, and rather full;; inches in length, and of s dark rose co- 
tougue dry and browmsh; bowels not open' lour, whs seen. It was now ascertained 
since Tuesday night. Nausea exists to a that the lines alba had given wav a litlln 
slight extern, but there is no vomiting. 1 above the umbilicus, and the finge r could he 
.She states that she baa hud a rupture forty \ easily passed intotho abdomen. The inte»- 
yeam, that it bat frequently protruded, but; tine was drawn out a little, and appealing 
that she baa to every instance returned it j perfectly healthy beyond the stricture, was, 
with facility, and retained it in the abdomen f together with the portion that had been 
by means of u truss. She says, that though ] strangulated, returned without much dil¬ 
ute hai returned the intestine on every oc-.; Acuity. The omentum wof uniteJ to tlm 
i-asioo, a tumour of considerable aise has;edge* of the aperture by numerous strong 
always remained, but from which she has'and old adhesions, nnd consequently could 
not experienced the slightest in convenience. • not be returned. Mr. Vincent wishing to 
On Tuesday night the bowel piotruded, and , lessen the bulk of the tumour which the 
she endeavoured to return it, hut could not.' protruded omentum formed, removed q con- 
Finding her efforts at reduction unavailing,' siderablts portion of it; two of the divided 
the had immediate reroiuae to nu active i vessels bled father freely, nnd were secured 
dose of operieut medicine, which produced j by ligatures. The severed edges of thu 
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skin wore approximated, ami retained in 
contact by means of sutures and strips of 
adhesive plaster, oud the patient was re¬ 
mold to Sitwell's Ward. Mr. Vincent 
then observed, that though the aperture was 
sufficiently large to allow the bowel to be 
returned without enlarging the opening, 
yet the large mass of omentum that lay in 
front, rendered it impossible to return the 
gut without da operation. The patient was 
ordered to hare an enema administered in 
two hours, to take a saline draught con* 
tainiug two drachma of the sulphate of mag¬ 
nesia every tjm, hours, till the bowels 
should be freel£|»Qrged, and to hare milk 
diet. 

11.,The enema was administered, but 
retained immediately. She took four of the 
draughts, which produced fire stools, three 
of which were very copious, dark-coloured, 
and highly offensive. She slept well all 
night, aud appears now very cheerful; her 
tongue ia clean, but rather dry ; slight thirst; 
>uUe 80, and sharp; abdomen rather tense, 
>ut not tender to the touch. Mr. Vincent 
thought it advisable to procure one or two 
stools more, aud ordered her to take two 
drachms of the sulfate of magnesia in an 
ounce and a half of spearmint water every 
four houra, till that effect should be pro¬ 
duced. 

It*. Appears very much dejected; coun¬ 
tenance expressive of great anxiety. Slept 
badiy last night ; bowels freely purged after 
taking two of the draughts. Tongue brown 
and dry; skin liot, but rather moist; pulse 
the same; hiccup bus come on within the 
last few hours. No pain in the abdomen, j 
hut the tension remains. There is a tuiu 
discharge from the wound. Ordered to ap¬ 
ply a linseed-meal poultice to the wound, 
and to take the following powder three 
limes a day :— 

^ Hydrarg. c. cr'eta ; 

Pu.lv. rhei, angr. v; 

Pulv. arvmat., gr. ij. 

1:1. Countenance tranquil, and she ap¬ 
pears more cheerful than yesterday ; slept 
hut jndillVreutly lust night. No paiu in the 
abdomen, aud the tension is much dimi¬ 
nished ; bowels not opened since the even¬ 
ing of the lltli instant. She is in other 
respects the same. The ligatures were re¬ 
moved from the wound to day ; the dis¬ 
charge is just the same. Ordered to conti¬ 
nue the poultice mid the powder, ami to 
take half an ounce of the sulphato ol mag¬ 
nesia directly, which is to lie continued in 
drachm doses every four hours till the bow¬ 
els shall b*» freely open. 

14. She is much better to-day. She took 
two doses of the sulphate of magnesia which 
purged her twenty times. No pain or ten- 
*iou of the abdomen lewnius; tongue 


brownish and rather dry ; skin cool; hiccup 
not §o troublesome as it bus hitherto been ; 
purging continues, and she is much annoyed 
by flatus in the intestines ; discharge from 
the wound is thicker nod more like pus. 
Ordered to discontinue her medicine, but 
to continue the poultice, and to take five 
grains of the hydrarg. c. creta, with au 
equal quantity or Dover's powder every aix 
hours, and twenty minimi of ether in an 
ounce of camphor mixture three times a 
day. . . 

15. Purging stopped; jbil .an appetite; 
hiccup nearly gone ; the wound discharge* 
healthy pus; pulse natural. Cokti&fa. tip 
medicines. >-7, r . 

18. Hiccup ba* ceased; appetite good; 
sleeps well; pulse 70 and soft. Wound 
continues to discharge healthy pus. She 
says she feels perfectly well. 

23. Going oo well. 

30. The wound has nearly healed; bowels 
open, and the several functions are regu¬ 
larly performed. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

LICHKN SENILIS. 

John Ball, aged 52, a journeyman baker, 
came iu with a papular eruption of a prim- 
gen ous character, which he had had nearly 
u month ; it affected almost the whole of the 
anterior surface of the right leg, and the 
scat of flexure of both elbow-joints; the 
itching was very intense, and disturbed his 
rest; the appetite was good ; there was uo 
inconvenience after eating ; tongue clean, 
soft, and smooth ; habit ot bowels regular; 
pulse 75, full, and forcible. To take a pill 
every night composed of blue pill, compound 
extract of coloeynth, of each tuio grains 
and a half, and two table-spoonsful of the 
following mixture every four hours :— Aro¬ 
matic confection, three drachms ; sweet 
spirits of nitre, four drachms ; camphor 
mixture, eight ounces. Mix. 

4. Bowels have been freely opened, but 
the itching is uudiminished ; in other re¬ 
spects he says he is as well as ever he was 
in his life ; pulse 78, and strong. To con¬ 
tinue the mixture, substituting a decoction 
of elm hark for the camphor julep. 

(». The eruption is better in the arms ; 
the legs ure exceedingly rough and hot ; 
they are to be washed with warm water ; 
bowels open once since yesterday; tougue 
clean. 

8 . The licheuous eruption it redder, but 
less itchy. Bowels confined; tongue clean. 
To h»ve u purging pill immediately. 

9. The eruption is leas vivid; bowels 
well opened twice since yesterday ; tongue 
clean; pulse 64, soft, and full. 



54* FRACTURE or THE OSSACRUa—GENERAt, HYPERTROPHY. 


to. Erajrttai it tnOMOt fitting brtttr ; •««! «*i»a «■»« found itftltnfed with 

in 1‘Mfrr.Tirin mhiU' Wi «f» *«■»».* a 

lu JiThdSf i. m&ubWkJ fo-toy. «h* 0 t * riu ool ( half of Moot, .Out of 
Ta hno owapi tek,udnpMt «d««. which wuiath. «.,&» uftk. nwUptWi,, 
tl. lletwowlWthe bath; theitoUo*it tbthonamlal hraach of tba m p«£ii,and 
ItUj tho bf» to ho apo«*od with warm tba aacre-iUao apophyaia wote IrMUat.d ; 
water. To take mt-tixthtfa gnmif f*» *• heart and larger raawle were «»pt,, 
tnmrriatt of mercury te two owuxt «/ a tlw origin of the liannorrheje coaid not he 
haetim e/etm bark, tkree timet m dag. dwcoeried^— Late, Fntaf. 

15. The pruriency of the eruption i* still - . .. 

great. To use a mk ointment composed, cask of aKxbftat hyfirtrofry, i» cok- 
of simple cerate and red precipitate. j *m*i>»xcs OF si'muBWto wrnstiuu- 

1<>. The ointment has considerably di- non, 

"ls! ,, Thi h 'era"t“a <, ii dying off; boml»l T1 “ " Journal Mebdomrfifea-comeioe the 
ofivii; appetite good. He sleeps well, uud i tollotring interesting case, by M. de Claubry; 
there is oo irritation whatever. N„ of a robust constitution, had been ia 

-**>• Convalescing. Tlie eruption has dis-. iber enjoyment ot" good health up to her 
appeared from the legs, but has made its j eighteenth ye»r, when she, at the time of 
appearance at the bend of the left.elbow her menses, experienced a fright, in co»»*. 
to be treated with the ointment again. j queue* of which the menstrual discharge 
t7..1 he eruption has entirely gone. wus suddenly suppressed. From this pe- 
»9. He is dismissed quite well. j nod np to her twenty ninth year, she has 

'Ibis was a good case of the lichen of old , suffered from the effects of increasing tend- 
age; its cure was entirely ascrtbable to the «,ey of the blood towards the bend, but in 
stimulation of the red precipitate. all other respects felt quite teH. The state 

of amenorrhrva, in which she continued dur- 
■ ing this time, has, however, canard a vetv 

remarkable chauge in the nutritive process, 
IIOTF.L-DLEU. which has increased to such a degree ns 

——. lo produce hypertrophy ot most of the soft 

part* of her body, and in particular of the 

FRACTCRF. OF tHF OS SACRUM AND TITB ‘ „ \ . 1 . . „ , 

__muscleB aud Subcutaneous tel* ceMnmsn. 

HOairOMTAL BKAM Jl Of Till. OS FUBXS. 'Cl. .1 . , 

1 he osseous system does not seem to bur* 
M., of a strong constitution, received a no- partaken cf tins change ; the suture is not 
lent contusion from some bricks falling from changed, and the skull is of natural dimen- 
the height of about 20 feet on his loins; he'sioos; but the skin, eyelid*, lips, no.nr, 
was taken up insensible and carried to the cheeks, and all the soft parts of the face, 
lldtet-Dieu in the following atnte; Ilia fea* i hare undergone such au extraordinary de* 
tures were altered, the countenance pale, velopinent, that, at tirst sight, they appear 


IIOTF.L-DLEU. 


extremities cold aud covered with sweat, and , to belong to a colossal frame ; and the couti¬ 
the pulse small and quick ; he was quite • tenancy is almost become similar to that of 
senseless, but slightly recovered soon after j patients affected with the species of lepra 
his admission, and complained of violent'■ Arabura, which is called leontiasis. Thu 
pain in the abdomen, particularly in the re- tongue i* abo so much larger than usual, as 
gion of the os sacrum aud at the loins ; there < to cause impeded articulation, and a rott- 
wm much tenderness of the hypogastrium,; liuual flow of saliva. The-neck is remark* 
which also exhibited distinct fluctuation.; ably thick and fat, particularly at ita poste- 
Tbe extreme pain which was caused by any | rior part; the breasts are so large ns to 
attempt at a close examination, rendered it;touch the chin. The abdomen is not very 
impossible to form any certain diagnosis prominent, but the muscles and skin of the 
but from the great mobility of the pelvis it back and loins are very much developed, 
was suspected that it was fractured ; there'The clitoris and external genitals are also 
wu* no sign of any lesion of the spine, the unusually large; the extremities seem nt 
patr. nl could make water, nnd the lower'tirst sight very short on Recount of their 
extremitie* were not affected. About »our increased volume, which does not only re- 
houra after ib» accident some reaction seem- ;Si»U from the large quantity of subcutaneous 
ed to take place, the temperature of the akin ; fat, but also from the morbid development 
was increased, and he complained of head -1 of the muscles, a* appears from their pro- 
uch ; he was UeJ, but two ounces of blond eminence under the skin. The heart evinces 
hod scarcely been emitted when Ire was likewise all the si> 4 ns of hypertrophy, both 
seized with syncope, difficulty of breathing, to the touch and tire atetboscope, tb« brain 
all of which continued, and proved fatal; also it in a morbid state, for the patient is 
within a few hour*. On examination of rlre j almost in a state of idiotrsm ; the digestive 
body, the skin ftiid muscles at the lotas and organs appear to be healthy. 
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ATTORNEY CORONERS. 

Oh th« nfgbt ef th* Mad of Deccnto 
lw*t# the person of to infirm woman, 67 
yean of age, was horribly violated by five 
monsters,' on the Manchester and Bolton 
road, who each participated in the infamous 
crime, and left the poor creature dead, or 
nearly ao, by the road side. The half-naked 
body was found the next morning frown to 
the ground, when the clerk of Mr. Milne, 
the attorney-coroner for the district, held an 
inquest upon it, and a verdict of " Died in a 
fit” wan returned !! A few days after, the 
crime was confessed by one of the parties 
concerned, and the mBiter is now under 
magisterial investigation. 


BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE. 

The following students obtained the prize 
medals otfered by the lecturers during the 
last session. 

Anatomy andPhysiology.— First Bilver 
medal, Mr. Betts ; second silver medal, Mr. 
Palmer. Examiners —J. B. Stewart, M.D., 
G. Pilcher, Esq. 

Mrotr iwr..—First silver medal, Mr. Ham¬ 
mond -. second silver medal, Mr. Heeley. 
Examiner —E. Johnstone, M.I). 

Svnc.uiv.—First ailverroedal, Mr.Palmer; 
second silver medal, Mr. Hammond, Ex¬ 
aminer —G. Pilcher, Esq, 

IUuiwut.hy.— Firatsilvermedal, Mr.Wil -1 
liams; second silver medal, Mr. Hall. 
Examiners—}. Darwall, M.D.,— Wicken- 
dtn, Esi|. 

Materia Mi'.nrcA.—First silver medal, 
Mr. Biuley ; seceml silver medal, Mr. Ham¬ 
mond. Examiners—J. Darwull, M.D., 
J, Eccles, M. I). 

Chemistry. — First silver medal, Mr. 
llsinnimul; second silver medal, Mtf, Bin- 
ley . Erautiner— 11. Phillips, Esq., F.K .is. 

Three j-uineas and two guineas for the 
heat essays on the V arieties of the Human 
.Specie* iiuU the incubated Egg, proposed by 
Thomas L. Parker, Esq., were awarded to 
Mr. Noilhul and Mr. Heeley. 


IHJKTIOH or Ain into ms rttviu jfoft 
AH Af/tcno* or tan 

• 4tftl fioyR"Soci«ty, Edinburgh, on 
Monday aveniw, < curious paper by Dr. 
Duncan was real, M the injection of air into 
the cavity of the chest. The patient had 
suffered much from an affection of the heart, 
and was led to think that the pressure of a 
small volume of air iateitwlfy might be sub¬ 
stituted for an external pressure, which 
afforded him relief. The idea occurred to 
himself, and he was his own operator. He 
employed a Sue silver tube, about as slender 
a* a common pin, to which a bladder waa 
attached, containing common air. The 
point of this waa thrust through the skin sod 
other integuments till it reached the cavity, 
and the air was then squeesed through it, 
by compressing the bladder. Relief was al¬ 
ways experienced at the time, and a lasting 
improvement was effected in the patient’s 
health. Very full details were given of the 
experiments, which were continued through 
two or three yean. Dr. Lizan stated that 
he had performed the same operation Upon 
four or tire patients in cases of aneurism, 
always with some immediate benefit, and in 
no case with any ultimate injury. The 
apparatus with which the first patient ope¬ 
rated was shown, and all donbts at to the 
perforation of the tube were removed, by 
blowing air through it into water. The ex¬ 
periment is physiologically curious, for if air 
can be conveyed into the chest in this way, 
other elastic and inelastic fluids may be in¬ 
jected in tbe same way. Aud may it not 
be possible to extract peccant liquids from 
the iuterior of the body by reversing the 
process 1 ’’—The above paragraph is from 
the Scotsman. 


THE GtlACO. 

The following notice on the subject 
of tbe gnaw is appended to the last num¬ 
ber of Stephenson’s and Churchill's Work 
on Medical Botany “ We have had in¬ 
formation that Sir R. K. Porter, the Bri¬ 
tish resident at Carnccas, in South America, 
who first introduced the knowledge of the 
gvaco plant (■ nondescript species of mikn- 
iiin), with some of it* seeds and extracts 
iuto this country, has liberally shipped off 
a large quantity of the plant from South 
America, entirely at his own expense, for 
England, so prepared as to enable our 
medical men to give full experiment to its 
alleged viituetta an antidote to the poison of 
venomous reptiles, and as a preventive or 
cure of that terrific malady—the hydro¬ 
phobia." 
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WATER DRESSING.—BOOKS.—CORRESPONDENCE. 


TREATMENT OF A SERIOUS WOUND BY 
" WATER DUKBHIKO." 

Corporal Tann, of the 64th regiment, 
while doing duty ia b country town, uccf- 
demally discharged a musket loaded with 
large shot “ through hi* left hand a large 
hole waa made quite through the palm, the 
integuments were much lacerated, scorched, 
and thickly studded with gruius of guu-! 
powder. Many small vessels and nerves 
were divided, and several splinters shot 
from the metacarpal bones of the index and 
middle fingers. The treatment consisted in 
removing Hie loose fragments of boue, after 
which it was fount! necessary to tie one or 
two bleeding vessels. The wound was 
carefully sponged with cold water; the 
ragged edges pared, and brought toge¬ 
ther by sutures, -end a few strips of ad¬ 
hesive plaster; the fingers were kept ex¬ 
tended by a piece of moistened pasteboard, 
and the hand was covered with pledgets of 
lint kept constantly wet with cold water. 
This treatment being continued for three 
weeks, the patient was able to leave hiaj 
bed; and at the end of fire weeks the injury | 
waa so well repaired, that a slight depres-! 
sioti only whs observable ; he was afterwards j 
enabled to do duty in Dublin. It waa re- j 
markable that in this caae, the prognosis of j 
which must have been moat unfavourable, j 
the slightest constitutional disturbance never! 
occurred ; the only medicine administered ! 
was an occasional purgative. Surely a less j 
•serious accident, under other treatment, has j 
often caused the loss of a limb—aye, eveu j 
of life. p j 

Dublin, Dec. 1830. 1 ' | 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

The Beadles’, Head borough s' and Consta¬ 
bles’ Guide, as to tbeir Duty in respect to 
Coroners' Inquests. By Thomas Bell, clerk 
to Thomas Stirling, Esq. London: Shaw 
and Sons. 1831. 

Observations on Mental Derongement: 
being au application of the Principles of 
Phrenology to the elucidation of the Causes, 
Symptom*, Nature, and Treatment, of In¬ 
sanity. 33y Andrew Combe, M.D. Edin¬ 
burgh; J. Anderson. London ; Longmau. 
1831. post 8vo. pp. 39*. 

Lecture Introductory to the Course of 
General Anatomy, delivered in the Uni¬ 
versity of London on W ednesday, Oct. G, 
1830. By James 11. Bennett, A.B., one of 
the professors of anatomy. Loudon. Tayior, 
1830. pp. 23. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

There are, we understand, besides the 
Bat Club, several medical associations 
now in existence in London,—one of which 
is called the St. Alban's Club. We are 
anxious to communicate to the profession 
some account of the principles upon which 
these associations were founded, and the 
names of the members by whom they are at 
present supported. Particulars, therefore, 
on any of these points, will be thankfully 
acknowledged in this place. 

P. L. (J. U. A master i* not liable, un¬ 
less the medical practitioner attended by 
his orders. 

The Surgical Prize of the Aldprsgate 
Street School was awarded on the 7th inst. 


to Mr. W. J. G. Wilson, of Greenhithe. 

The work on Botany,forwarded to u* from 
Dulwich, was received and will he noticed. 

The letter beginning “ Dear Smalc,” and 
dated from Red Lion Square, is uot calcu¬ 
lated for publication. v\- 
The cases by “the late surgeon of the 
Waterloo," oue of which has been forwarded 
and others promised, mast be authenticated 
before they can be inserted. 

The "privilege" to which our corre¬ 
spondent Homo Fortis refers, is not cus- 
are altogether nearly a hundred nnd fifty j tomary. 
plates, presenting very faithful and cor- ! The communication on the subject of Sir 
rectly-coloured delineations of the medicinal j Gilbert Blune’s gold medal, which was sent 
plants of the Louden, Dublin, and Jidin- uuder a frank, bus been received, and will 
burgh Pharmacopoeias, with those lately I be inserted next week, 
introduced into medical practice. Thede-j The case to which Mr. Knowles refers 
BciiptiooH are written by gentlemen well j shall certainly appear next week, 
qualified for the task, and although we j IVe stated our intention, a short time 
cannot say that we think the publication J since, not to receive any letters tor the fu- 
>s • cheap one, yet to those members of'cure, the postage of which was not paid; 
the profession who ar*- in want of a good ] and this notice we are compelled to repeat, 
work of this kind, we cordially recom-lin consequence of the very hoary ami un¬ 
mead if at so exulkol library of ourmedi I fair expense t q w hich wo are »o In* 
cfosIplsBts. jquemlyput. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


The work on Medical Botany, by Dr. 
Stephenson nnd Mr. Churchill, which has 
been publishing in xnoulhly parts during the 
last four years, is now completed with the 
48th number, forming four handsome royal 
octavo volumes, price about 8 1. 8s. There 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

Ars evic— {concluded ), 

In our last article we dwelt at sufficient 
length on the chemical propertiea of the 
metal arsenic and its coiubiuaiiona; we 
pointed oat the manner in which a know¬ 
ledge of these might be applied to the re¬ 
cognition of the nature of any white powder 
suspected to be arsenious acid, and which 
by the simple mechanical process of agita¬ 
tion and subsidence might have been collect¬ 
ed from vomited matter, or the contents of 
the alimentary canal. We now propose to 
investigate the method by which Dr. Chris- 
tison proceeds to the examination of these 
substances, when arsenious acid cannot 
he separated mechanically, but when it 
either remaint ia solution in the mixed fluid, 
or is intimately mingled, whether chemically 
or mechanically, with the solid and compli¬ 
cated ingredients of the contents of the ali¬ 
mentary caual. We must again remind our 
readers, that Dr. Christiaon’a directions ap¬ 
pertain to the arsenious acid alone, and do 
sot comprehend any of the other arsenical 
poisons, such as the Sciieele’s green, the ar- 
seriates, or the sulphureti. To the arse¬ 
nious acid, therefore, we are at present re¬ 
stricted i but before we conclude this notice, 
we shill avail ourselves of the occasion to 1 
inquire, whether a more generic process may 
not be devised, which would comprehend 
all these individuals iu the evidence ef one 
aeries of experiments, The various fallacies 
too, to which the dcuioustratious iffmdcd by 
No.iUo, 


the several individual reagents are exposed, 
shall also ha examined with adequate atten¬ 
tion. We shall also htva to notice cursorily, 
some insignificant processes devised by Dr. 

A. T. Thomson, Professor Orfila, and others, 

| and to remark, at greater length, on tha 
very, superior method which Berzelius em¬ 
ploys. 

The first step in Dr. Cbristiaon's process 
he thus describes:— 

u The first step of the procesa for detect¬ 
ing arsenic in organic fluids is to procure a 
transparent solution. For this end it is suffi¬ 
cient to boil the suspected material for half 
an hour, distilled water being previously 
added if necessary, and any solid matters 
being cut into small pieces. The iTsenic is 
thus entirely taken up, even from the con¬ 
tents and tissues of the stomach: I have 
proved elsewhere that none is left behind 
whenthey are cut into small shreds and well 
boiled. The coarser solid particles being 
then separated by a gauze filter, the fluid im 
to be filtered through paper. In the case 
of the contents or tissue of the stomach, tha 
filtration is slow, occupying at least thirty- 
six hours. If greater despatch is necessary, 
it is useful to boil with it a little caustio 
potass pievioui to filtering through paper.” 

Any arsenious acid which may have been 
present in the more solid contents of tha 
stomach is now brought into a mixed solu¬ 
tion, which we may presume to contain also 
various animal and vegetable principles, 
such as albumen, mucus, tannin, or caseum. 
To separate tbe arsenious acid from this 
heterogeneous admixture, it is necessary to 
cause it to form some of its insoluble com¬ 
binations, Such as with silver, copper, lime, 
or sulphur, from any qf which the metal 
itself may be subsequ< ' licenced. Of 
these Dr. Cbristison prefers to procure the 
last, which he obtains by passing sulphuret¬ 
ted hydrogen through the suspected solu¬ 
tion, previously prepared in a manner "«* 
shall presently describe. Before doing so, 
1 A N 







DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES. 
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however, it is neeeB8ary to state briefly what 
was the usual mode of proceeding adopted 
by experimentalists, before Dr. Cbristison 
examined and elucidated tbe subject. 

Before that addition bad been contributed 
to tbe information of the British toxicolo¬ 
gist, we almost invariably found the analyst 
applying to this impure and highly animal- 
ized solution, the nitrate of silver, or the 
sulphate of copper, and other reagents un¬ 
necessary to be mentioned. A solution of the 
aulphuret of potash was also occasionally em¬ 
ployed. The history of criminal trials has 
also further shown, that if any one of these 
produced a coloured precipitate similar to 
that which it would cause in a pure solution 
of arsenioas acid, the examiner remained 
satisfied, and very rarely even took the* ad¬ 
ditional trouble of applying more than one 
of the ** testa ” to the suspected solution. 

Dr. Cbristison, however, investigated the 
subject at length, in a manner which has 
conferred the most signal benefit not only 
on his profession, but on the public ai large. 
He showed that if nitrate of silver were ap¬ 
plied to a solution containing nothing but 
animal matter, a similar yellowish preci¬ 
pitate might be occasioned to that which 
arsenious acid would produce. He fur¬ 
ther proved, that a similar effect followed 
the use of the sulphate of copper. Be¬ 
fore Dr.Christison's experiments, it was in¬ 
deed known that the phosphates caused a yel¬ 
low precipitate with nitrate of silver, and the 
carbonates a greenish one with sulphate of 
copper ; it was also known, that both these 
Baits were liable to be present in the alimen¬ 
tary canal; but the practical lesson suggested 
by these facts was neglected in the majo¬ 
rity of cases, and evidence was given on 
such vague and reckless data, that it still 
remains a matter of doubt, whether in this 
country more culprits convicted of poison¬ 
ing have fallen by the hands of justice, 
than by the ignorance of tbe soi*di/ant 
chemist. That the reader may convince 
himself of the truth of this observa¬ 
tion, he need only mix a grain or two 
of phosphate and carbonate of soda with 
broth, and then apply to separate portions 
the nitrate of silver and tbe sulphate of 
copper, when he will have fiom tbe first a 
yellow, from the second a greenish deposi¬ 
tion. Let him also add a little of the solu¬ 
tion of the sulphuret of potash, and in a few 


minute* he will have a yellow precipitate. 
No arsenic ia present, yet from these data 
a few years since, iti detection would have 
been sworn to without the slightest hesi¬ 
tation* 

Besides th>ie fatffc, Which constitute in¬ 
superable objections to the mode of analysis 
by the liquid re-agenta, it ia further neces¬ 
sary to remark, that animal fluids, more 
especially the contents of the human sto¬ 
mach, invariably contain the muriate of 
soda, which causes, with the nitrate of sil¬ 
ver, so abundant a white precipitate, that it 
might completely obscure the presence of 
the yellow arsenile of silver, though actu¬ 
ally formed. Another difficulty also arises 
from the colour of many animal or vegetable 
mixtures, such as porter, wine, various 
medicines, &c., by which the action of the 
testa would be altogether rendered inde¬ 
cisive. It is unnecessary to proceed fur¬ 
ther on the subject of fallacies arising from 
animal or mineral admixture. 

We shall proceed, therefore, to the con¬ 
tinuation of Dr. Chriatison'a method j it is 
needless to quote bis own words, as per¬ 
haps they admit of a desirable condensation, 
and an arrangement more convenient to our 
present inquiry. 

Hi* object is, in the first place,to procure 
a sulphuret of arsenic; this he accom¬ 
plishes by transmitting sulphuretted hydro¬ 
gen through the solution, A double pre¬ 
caution, however, is necessiry ; in the first 
place the sulphuret of arsenic is exceed¬ 
ingly soluble in alkalies, and the fluids of 
the stomach are not unfrequentty alkaline; 
secondly, the sulphuret bf arsenic is very 
apt, when precipitated, to bring down with 
it considerable quantities of solidified ani¬ 
mal matter, which, in tbe subsequent re¬ 
duction of the sulphuret to the metallic 
stale, would be a source of great inconveni¬ 
ence and probable failure. Both these dis¬ 
advantages Dr. Christiaon proposes to coun¬ 
teract by the use of acetic acid, by which, 
uhen added in moderate excess to the 
suspected liquid, various animal principles, 
such as albumen and caseum are, at the 
same time, coagulated and thrown down, 
and any alkali ia completely neutralised. 
Filtration ia now to be performed, which, 

* The trttfmuny of l>r. Neale, on the celebrated 
raie olWr». J'.llubetli Downing, fnrnii a credititdlc 
exception la thb general imputation. 
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after the addition of the acetic acid, takes 
place with sufficient rapidity. The filtered 
fluid is next to be submitted for a quarter of 
an hour to a current of sulphuretted hydro¬ 
gen gas, when, if arsenious acid be present 
iu a moderate proportion, a lemon yellow- 
coloured precipitate is thrown down, or if 
the quantity be very minute, it is occasion¬ 
ally suspended in the fluid ; iu either case 
it is necessary to boil the fluid, in order to 
expel any excess of sulphuretted hydrogen, 
which would otherwise retain the salphuret 
of arsenic in solution. The method of ob¬ 
taining the precipitate which the author 
recommends,—filtration through paper,—we 
canuot approve ; on the contrary, we would 
prefer the mode of collecting and drying with 
a watch-crystal, which we have already so 
frequently advised. 

The advantages of this process are very 
great. In point of delicacy, the sulphu¬ 
retted hydrogen acts on the oxide in one 
hundred thousand parts of water. Further, 
it doos not occasion in animal solutions any 
precipitate of the nme colour ; and though, 
in mineralized fluids containing a mineral 
acid in excess, it will cause by itself a pale 
yellow deposition of sulphur, yet this acci¬ 
dent may be effectually provided against, 
by first ascertaining with litmus or turmeric 
paper, whether the fluid be acid ; ami if so, 
by adding a little caustic potassa till turmeric 
paper is reddened, and then re-acidulating 
with acetic acid. 

The sulphuretted hydrogen will occasion in 
solutions of cadmium selenium, or the per- 
salts of tin, a precipitate of a yellow colour. 
These salts, however, ire exceedingly rare ; 
and, moteover, the ultimate object of pro¬ 
curing the sulj>buret being the reduction of 
the metal, these similar sulplmrets consti¬ 
tute no fallacy whatever. A great deal of 
trash has been miked and written, about the 
similar precipitate said to be caused by sul¬ 
phuretted hydrogen in solutions of antimony, 
say of tartar emetic. It happens, however, 
that the sulphuret of antimony is orange 
red, and the sulphuret of arsenic is lemon 
yellow; and any one who cau distinguish 
the two fruits will have little, difficult) 
in nst'erlamiug the nature of the precipitate 
in question. 

Inn great majority of cuses, these muni- j 
pulntion* are amply sufficient for obtaining; 
a pure sulphuret of arsenic free from animal j 
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matter, which is of the utmost consequence. 
The aulphuret ia next to be mixed with a 
tittle recently-ignited charcoal and carbonate 
of soda, and reduced in a tube in the manner 
already described. 

As far as arsenious aoid is concerned, this 
process is only liable to one difficulty, which, 
with a mode of remedy, Dr. Christison thus 
describes. 

“ Animal matter in solution ia very apt to 
be thrown down along with the sulphuret; 
aud a very small quantity of animal empy- 
reuma will render the reduction precariona. 
—The removal of animal matter may some¬ 
times be sufficiently accomplished by acetic 
acid alone, which coagulates some animal 
principles, such os casein. In order to 
ascertain whether, alter this addition, the 
fluid is ready for the sulphuretted hydrogen, 
neutralize it with ammonia or potass, and 
test a small portion with ammoniscal ni¬ 
trate* of silver as a trial-test. If it gives a 
characteristic precipitate, the oxide is pretty 
abundant, the fluid is free enough of animal 
matter, and the process for converting the 
arsenic into sulphuret may he proceeded 
with. If the silver test does not act charac¬ 
teristically, another step will be required 
for removing the animal matter.—The sim¬ 
plest and most effectual way of accomplish¬ 
ing this is to throw the animal matter down 
with the nitrate of silver. The fluid being 
first reudered neutral (by means of potass 
or acetic acid, according to circumstances), 
or feebly alkaline, it is then to be faintly 
acidulated with hydrochloric acid; it is next 
to be precipitated with an excess of nitrate 
of silver ; the excess of silver is then to be 
thrown down by a slight excess of muriate 
of soda; uud the fluid is dually to be filtered. 
A short account of the reasons for theso 
manipulations may be useful to the learner. 
The fluid, before the addition of nitrate of 
silver, must not he alkaline, otherwise the 
arsenic is apt to be thrown down in the 


* The nmiiioniaral nitrate of silver was originally 
r<.•commend.il by Mr. Hume of Iamu; Acre, uud i>r. 
Man et, as a reagent for detect in* minute qintmitu** 
of anteniou* acid. It is prepared by precipitating 
I he oxide of silver from a solution of the nitrate of 
silver by the addition of ammonia, and then te- 
rh$#olvin£ the precipitate bv the addition of more 
ammonia, fare should be taken not to odd more 
annumiia than is barely necessary to rcdissolve the 
precipitate, in pure solutions this reticent answers 
'Cry well, ns it tuniRins just enough of nlkali u> 
form a neutral sail with arsenious acid, and enable 
it t<» decompose the niunte of silver; but in anintnl 
mixtures we entirely agree with Dr. Christisun 
when he declares !p.‘n»), "that it is no use what¬ 
ever m a moderately diluted solution «t lire oxide of 
arsenic; if vegetable or annual matter he present, 
either the colour of the precipitate is essentially 
. altered, or in. precipitate is formed at all, the organic 
j principles in the solution having u suitent power 
: over it.” It is useful however a? a trial te.t, because 
! Hie phosphate of silver is not rrcviphotcd by ii, und 
tire arseuilc is. 
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and after transmitting chl>rin« applltstho 
nitrate of aiker, which c>iu*ea » bricked 
precipitate, the amniaic of *»ly er . j t i% 
mack to be regretted tint tUi* precipitate 
i» even more aptAhui the sulphum to a*o* 
citte itself with solid annual matter at it 
fall* down, otherwise its simplicity would 
have been strongly m iu fut our. 

W« have next to notice two processes 
which form anrmrge and striking example 
of the truth of ottr observations in the tint 
article respecting the trifling degree of re¬ 
spect which should be paid to " authorities ° 
Oft this subject. The brat process was re- 
commended by Mr. Phillip*, the second by 
Dr. At T. Tbcawoo. professor ot materia 
medics, ao<f joint kctursr on medical juris¬ 
prudence in the UairertUy of London. The 


fora of areietiteof tHTWr. It way be well 
enough $0 render the fluid quite neutral; 
but it ,;i« much easier to acidulate faintly 
with hydrochloric acid, and it is equally 
correct, for the exoass of hydrochloric acid 
ia thrown down by the nitrate of ail ter. By 
observing these directions a fluid will be 
procured, which filters rapidly, and is cither 
colourless or nearly so.” 

In the hands of a practised and accom¬ 
plished chemist, such as l>r. Christiaan, there 
is no doubt that the complicated process just 
quoted will be entirely successful, but ii the 
experimentalist be of ao opposite character, 
unaccustomed to matupukittaa of thia kind, 

•ad perhaps not over-fraughtwith tbeorati- 
c«d acquirement, the cheoce, nay the cor- 
tainty, is, that amidst these multifarious neo- 
traliurious and testings, and additions of 
acid after alkali, and alkali after acid, the I former of these gentlemen proposed to dc« 
nrsenious acid will be precipitated with- j coloriae su«}>ected solutioM by digestion 
out Ida knowledge, and lost altogether. We; with animal charcoal, and then that The 
hare operand over again witnessed thia J liquid reagents should be applied to the *olu- 
occurrence ; we have known students, by no j /,«». The latter,Dr. A.T. Thomson, acting 
means devoid ot chemical skill (who, for * on the property that animat charcoal pox- 
esample, had prepared morphia successfully tt-xaes of absorbing some salts fiorn tlwir 
but one day before), foil entirely in follow- f solutions, recommends that tl»st auWtauc-j 
iug tbe elaborate directions just quoted. A : l»« digested with the suspected fluid ; and ho 
distinction, therefore, requires to dm drawn asserts that the unctuous and mill (tuts It 
in our opinion of the process, lu the bauds' removed from the solution, and ttto y be d, - 
of such a master as Dr. Christ is on it will t tut id % henti,^ the dried t harttmt. uhuk 
succeed, but the inexperienced analyst will will trohr a iiar/u- odour/ This method 
as certainly fail in iko attempt. he declares witl detect arsenic in any aolu- 

On this account we believe that the jndi* , tioii capable of acting a* a poison, 
cations of the trial-test of the mntnoruaco- j The only comment we shall idler on these 
nitrate uf silver are ot great importance. If extraordinary spec mows of medico-legal 
it show a decidedly yellow precipitate, the analysis, is to observe, that though Mr. 
objectionable process just alluded to is not Phillips is correct when kc^pbserves, that 
required. If it do not, another method ■ ihu solution will b« decolorised, he ia en- 
becomes absolutely necessary for the tyro iu tirely wrong when he bplieves that the 
analysis. W e believe we can suggest a liquid readouts ore preferable to tbe reduc- 
mode by which this desideratum cuu bo ob- j tion process. As for Dr. A.T. Thomson, 
tinned, but we must reserve it until we no- j we cannot express ourselves more nppropri- 
tice some other processes which require | ately than in the words of Dr. Duncan, of 
attention. • Edinburgh, who thus writes, speaking of 

1 rofvssor Orfila some years since pro- j the preceding curious process in his Supple- 
posed to decolorise suspected solutions with ;mcnt to the New Edinburgh Dispensatory, 
chlorine, and bo then believed the liquid * page 29 : '• No person at all acquainted with 
tests would act characteristically. I« this, |juridical medicine, would rest satisfied with 
lie was completely mistaken, for, as Dr. > such a mode of examining liquids suspected 
\ enables of Chelmsford some time since j to contain arsenic, nor indeed would he 
explained, chlorine converts any arseuious [have recourse to it as a corroborative testi- 


acid into arsenic acid, and consequently the 
reagents suitable to the former cuu he no 
longer made use of. 

Dr. Venables avoili himself of this fact, 


many, as without other evidence it would 
pTove nothing, and by other evidence, cer¬ 
tainty is more easily obtained." With thiq 

opinion we entirely coincide, and there does 
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not exist an individual better competent to 
ml ranee an opinion on the subject, than the 
Edinburgh professor. To a method recom¬ 
mended by Dr, Farts, Dr. Christieou thus 
alludes 

“ Dr. Faria lias proposed to throw down 
the whole arsenic by the ammoniac al nitrate 
of silver, and to reduce the precipitate in s 
tube. To this proposal two weighty objec¬ 
tions exist. The arsenite of silver often re¬ 
mains in solution; and it is thrown down 
along with so much vegetable or animal 
matter, that the reduction of the precipitate 
is very precarious.” 

Tbo next process is one of great import- 
ance ; we quote it as described by Dr. Chris- 
tUon, with bis observations 

“ The next process to be mentioned is by 
f»r the best of those now under considera¬ 
tion f but it has no advantage in point of de¬ 
licacy or certainty over that which I have 
adopted, and is much more complicated. It 
was proposed by Berzelius in his drtberra- 
tclse for ltfciS, as a modification and im¬ 
provement upon the one published by me in 
HJ'.'t; to which, as formerly observed, he 
objects that the sulphuret is not at all de¬ 
composed during the reduction. The sus¬ 
pected substance is boilndin potass, and the 
.solution is then neutralized with hydro¬ 
chloric acid, treated with a stream of sul- 
piiui cited hydrogen, boiled and evaporated 
till the precipitate subsides. The precipi¬ 
tate is then collected, dried, mixed with ni¬ 
tre in large proportion, and deflagrated in a 
tube. The product is nest dissolved in an 
excess of lime water, and the urseninte of 
lime so formed is collected and reduced with 
charcoal. The inconveniences of this pro¬ 
cess are the following. The whole sul- 
phuret is not always separated from the so¬ 
lution, because animal matter, as formerly 
noticed, possesses s solvent or suspending 
power over itThe deflagration of the sul- 
phurct, although, os Berzelius mentions, it 
takes place without flame when the propor¬ 
tion of nitre is huge, l have found to he a 
precarious operation in the hands of the un¬ 
practised, who should never lose sight ol, at 
least in Britain, where nineteen-twentieths 
of medico legal analyzers are of this descrip¬ 
tion :—The arseuiate of lime is partly re¬ 
tained in solution and washed off the filter ; 
for it is by no means insolubleAs for¬ 
merly mentioned, the whole of the arsenic 
in the arseniate of lime is not sublimed, but 
only about one-third of it, even with tbo 
full red-heat of the blowpipe.” 

With Dr, Christison's objections here we 
fully* agree, with the exception of that part 
■which relates to the difficulty of the defla- 
^ruliou. We believe, however, that this 


difficulty Mly be easily obviated, «B<1 (bat 
by a slight modification, the idea of tho 
process may be made use of for the construc¬ 
tion of a method by which all the inconve¬ 
nience detailed in our notice of Dr. Cbristi- 
sou’e treatment of the animal fluid may be 
completely avoided. As to the mode of de¬ 
flagrating the sulphuret, it will be found 
that it ean be accomplished with perfect 
facility and success in the following manner: 
About a scruple of powdered nitre should be 
melted by the heat of * spirit-lamp fo » 
green glass tube about six inches long and 
half an inch in diameter; tho impure sob* 
phuret of arsenic should then bo drappod 
into it in minute particles, one by one; bit 
this manner the decomposition of the or¬ 
ganic matter usually tikes place without 
flame, or at most with minute scintillations, 
and the sulphuret of arsenic is converted 
into the sulphate and araeniate of potash; 
the tube should then he allowed to cool, and 
boiling water added to dissolve the saline 
mass; the solutiou should then be filtered. 
Instead of lime water, we would now add 
the nitrate of silver, which causes a brown 
red precipitate of the srseniate and sulphate 
of silver, which is exceedingly insoluble in 
wnter. Finally, this precipitate should bo 
dried, mixed with recently ignited charcoal, 
and reduced in a tube. 

We feel confident that this method will 
succeed in inexperienced hands in many 
instances in which the complex precipita¬ 
tions of animal matter by the nitrate of 
silver, would frustrate the analyser’s expec¬ 
tations. 

Such are the several modes of proceeding 
in our search for arsenious acid. As we 
before observed, however, there are many 
other arsenical poisons which would elude 
this mode of analysis: we may particularize 
the arsenite of copper (Scheele’a green), 
end the yellow sulphuret of arsenic, orpi- 
ment : or King’s yellow. The two last, be¬ 
ing entirely insoluble in water, remain un- 
dissclved in the solid contents of the sto¬ 
mach ; it will be recollected also, that tire 
arsenious acid, on the one hand, is liable to 
be converted into the yellow sulphuret by 
sulphuretted hydrogen in the stomach and 
alimentary canal; and, on the other, that 
the orpiment of the shops almost invariably 
contains the arsenious acid. 

After the boiling and filtering, therefore. 
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wkioh oUMfatofe l> Dr.Cbi*- 

tW, |«W «eM» tix 

ta wD<e(fi, lo. 
> tMRMmd pMal, uA wan 
w*sks«tlnwua «dd«d, which will take up 
«tl»orpi»®Bt or Scheele'a green. AtUs a 
few hows the mixture should be filtered, 
and acetic acid added to the laid which 
passes through, when,’if it contain the 
arsenito of copper, a grew precipitate ia 
•lowly formed; if it contains the sulphuret 
of arsenic, a yellow precipitate ia aooa de¬ 
posited, If the precipitate be green, we 
hare to seek for two metala in it, arsenic and 
capper, 'fhe first ia recognised easily, by 
mixing the powder with charcoal and dried 
carbonate of soda, and heating it lo redness 
in a tube, when the metal is reduced and 
sublimed, tearing behind it the copper, 
which may be detected by dissolving the 
residuum in dilute nitric acid, evaporating 
to dryness, mixing the dried mass with an 
equal quantity of borax, and acting on it 
with the blowpipe on ehareoal. In the ex¬ 
terior flame, it forms a globule of beautiful 
green glass, which in the interior flame is 
coated with metallic copper, though the 
< Identity he not more than the 500th part of 
one grain. For directions on the use of the 
blowpipe, see the article on lead. 

If the deposition from the alkaline solu¬ 
tion be yellow, it should be reduced in the 
manner already detailed, which it is super¬ 
fluous now to repeat. It is here, however, 
necessary to rediwolve the residuum ia the 
tube, in water, and add a drop or two of a 
solution of iho acetate of lead, which be¬ 
comes blackened, both experiments indicat¬ 
ing that the yellow precipitate is the hll- 
i'noniT of arseuic. 

The arsenical poison may also have been 
the amnia to of potash. Or Ida bus beside* 
very recently asserted, that the arsenious 
acid is liable to be converted into the arse- 
niate of ammonia, when the body in which 
it is contained baa long been exposed to 
decay. A portion of the fluid prepared with 
acetic acid, according to Dr. Chmtison’s 
plan, should, therefore, before the trans¬ 
mission of sulphuretted hydrogen, be touched 
with nitrate of Silver, which in any solution 
will ihow the presenoe of the araeniate. 
Should a brown precipitate occur, it is to 
be collected for redaction with charcoal. 
The remark, however, applied to Di. Ve- 


uUM'propml.wwt tc nawW l,,^ 

GiMt ASMfyi ttttbg fan 

wOI omw in tb. rtdoelio*; > difinhy 

whici, » yM, «• U»« not bun «£. to 

overcome. 

Hbwfcr the fddiUontl step of examining 
(be solids is actually mwasirr in this coon- 
try, it may be difficult to determine. Dr. 
Duncan hss sees one case of poisoning by 
Sckttk's *•'«*>Which he detected in p»H*, 
and a second of poisoning hy orpbnent. 
which had bees mixed witli lea. At any 
rate the additional experiment turns the 
solid substance* to account, which in Dr. 
Chriatison'a analyais arc altogether neg¬ 
lected. 

It may, perhaps, seem singular, that we 
have not vet alluded to the old experiment 
of the format tow of a white alloy, hy.taming 
a suspect*! white powder in contact with 
copper : that we have not dwelt on the dif¬ 
ference iu appearance between the phosphate 
and anwniate of silver; him! that we hove nut 
expatiated on the diagnostic power* of tlm 
garlic ami'll. We have not space, how¬ 
ever, to bestow ou these obsolete mitmtim. 
One sentence suffices for their cotaaideratum ; 
they should either be banished altogether 
from the memory of the experimentalist, or 
etae remembered, like the pathology oKialen, 
for their absurdity alone. 

To conclude ; we may notice an extraor¬ 
dinary fact recently announced in the conti¬ 
nental journali, namely, the detection of 
large quantities of arseuic in common salt, 
brought to Paris from Sexanne, department 
of Marne. In some parcels,'from the use of 
which dangerous symptoms bad arisen, 
MM. Laiour de Trie an^ Lsfrancoi* de. 
tected | gm. of arsenious acid in each 
ounce of salt. The source of the contami¬ 
nation lias not beeu rerouted,bnt the circum¬ 
stance is, We believe, under investigation, 
and we shall not fail to communicate th« 
result of the inquiry. 

We have before us Orftbi's lately pub¬ 
lished treatise on judicial exhumations, 
made for the purpose of detecting poison* 
at long or short intervals after death. We 
delay publishing any extracts from it, ter i\ 
short time, as the work, amidst n variety of 
highly important information, contains some, 
.erroneous view's, which it is our purpoae to 
point out sod endeavour to correct. 
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kind; the not of each thumb w*f de»r, M 
Were also the wrists, tod therefore ( W no 
hesitation hi ftiwouncmg the disease to he 


thick summit*), *t t£e note of the thumb*, 
DiLrvxRtD BY awf on the wrists, Itch, too, is rarely con- 

_ • boed to the bands) the feet, ancles, axilla, 

Jjb. ELLU)T»ON, aod breast, at leaet, alt? suffer in moil cacti; 

and had the character* of the eruption not 
Jan* 3,1830. decided the point in my mind, all difficulty 

- must have vanished when I heard her say 

that no one with whom she lived had caught 
the disease; that site had experienced it 
On Thursday week, Gentlemen, eight before; and that for many years, when 
patients were admitted into the hospital younger, she had been plagued with an erup- 
under my care, live of them women and tion on the head, and nothing more. Intfio 
three men. Among the women was a case former case 1 employed sulphur ointment 
of impetigo of the bauds, which was ren- immediately, but in this instance 1 did Ho¬ 
llered particularly interesting from the re- thing of the kind. I bled the patient in the 
semblance it bore at first sight to pustular arm, and the blood proved very toffy. I 
itch; this was so great, that any person who applied cold water to the parts, and sprinkled 
had seen only two or three cases of the latter them with oxyde of zinc. The patient at 
affection would, 1 am satisfied,'have con- once improved, and is now mending very 
eluded that it was of the same nature, rapidly. 

The bauds were both rather swollen, but - 

particularly one of them—very hot, and Lam a. 

covered with scuba, in a state of discharge, Another case was one of lepra. It was a 
and there were a few pustules here and very iiue specimen of lepra in a young wo- 
there. The case, however, differed from mau, and had only occurred about five 
that which you saw a few weeks ngo in weeks. Some of the patches were very 
William’s Ward, in the circumstance that large—of the size of half-a-crown ; they 
Ibis was confined to the hands, whereas in were all circular or oval, and the largest ol* 
• the case of pustular itch the feel and bauds ,them occurred chiefly on the extremities. .1 
were both affected, us wore also some parts found that, in her case, there wore drowu- 
of the body ;in the next place there was ness, heaviness, pain 0 / tkehead, and gtthli- 
bout, burning, and araaiting, rather than ness. She has tjeen bled twice, aud Jiuds 
itching ; in tile third place, although there herself considerably better. No medicine 
weio 11 few large pustules—a few phl vzacia— has vet been given to her, os I intend to 
the chief part of them were of that kind observe the effect of bleeding, us there are 
which is called pxydraciam : not. large, flat, decided phlogistic symptoms about the head, 
full, circular, pustules, with hard, inflamed, The biood was not buffed, butnutwithstaud- 
aml elevated bases, winch l stated to be mg that, the inflammatory symptoms about 
the qualities of phjyzaciu. in this rase the the head were quite sufficient to iudicale the 
base was hot elevated, and the pustules necessity of a loss of blood, 
tl mm selves wet* not *le rated, but flat, and - 


by no means full. Two or throe of the pus¬ 
tules certainly exhibited very much cf a 
pldy/acious character, but the great mass of 
them was psydracioua — that description 
which occur* iu impetigo. In the next 
place, I observed none of ibe vesicles which 
occur in itch. In the other case, besides 
the pustules of the ordinary phl vzacious dia¬ 
meter, aud its being attended by great itch¬ 
ing, there were a large number of minute 
vesicles, many of them with merely watery 
heads, many of them too had lost their 
heads, and had become slight elevations 
with black summits, such as you see in com¬ 
mon itch; in other words, there was com¬ 
mon itch united with pustular itch, which 
is ^enerully the case when the affection 
assumes the pustular form. I 11 the present 
inaUUice, however, there waa nothing of this 


BRONCHITIS. 

A case of bronchitis also was admitted, 
characterised by sonorous rattle in va¬ 
rious parts of the chest. There was merely 
soreness of the chest, without further pain ; 
and there was, likewise, rapid respiration • 
the patient got well simply by bleeding • 
the case was not so severe as to excite any 
apprehensions of danger, or induce me to 
give her mercury. 1 bled her twice, aud 
put her on low diet, and she it already 
well; the blood was buffed. 

E1-I1KP5V.—PRACTICE OF MASTURBATION. 

Among the men, the first was a case of 
epilepsy ; it occurred iu William's Word, in 
a young mau total. * 4 . I think of all the 
| diseases of the nervous system that wo have 
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to treat, in which sense or motion ia die*j 
curbed, epilepsy, next to paralysis, is the, 
most common; it it infinitely more common; 
than shaking palsy, St Vitus’s dance, lets- j 
nus, insanity r or chronic hysteria., It occurs j 
much more frequently in males than in fe- j 
males, while St. Vitus’s dance occurs more j 
frequently in females, and it occurs particu- j 
larly in young persons; whereas palsy, the j 
other disease, which equals or surpasses it ; 
in frequency, occurs chiefly in middle-aged j 
and old persons. You will always And a, 
number of patients in the hospital labouring | 
under the disease; indeed, we might fill 
many wards with them; there are several 
cases now in the house illustrating the dis¬ 
ease exceedingly well. There is a case in 
William's Ward, which I admitted some 
time ago, of a young man in whom the dis¬ 
ease appeared to arise from violent muscular 
efforts. 1 have several times seen the dis¬ 
ease take place after violent muscular efforts, 
which drove the blood violently lo the head, 
and likewise prevented its return. Violeut 
muscular efforts are proved, by experiment, 
both to drive the blood more forcibly along the 
arteries, sod to impede itsreturninto the heart 
by the veins. From both these circumstances 
an accumulation of blood takes place iu 
'various parts of the body, and some persons 
suspect that on© use of the spleon is to fur¬ 
nish a diverticulum for it, to receive an ac¬ 
cumulation of blood when all parts do not 
thus admit of their usual supply, thus pre¬ 
venting the blood from accumulating in parts 
where an excess might be dangerous. 1 
believe that Dr. Rush, of America, first 
proposed this theory; it is certainly true 
that the spleen is a very quiet organ in 
the economy, and will distend, under a 
dilating force, to a considerable aiae. 
However this may be, the accumulation 
of blood in the head from muscular efforts, 
is one cause of epilepsy, and was the prin¬ 
cipal cause in the present case, though 
perhaps the disease likewise arose, in some 
measure, from the practice of masturbation. 
It is said by writers, that this practice has 
a tendency to produce the disease, and, if 
so, it is very probable that the predi*j>osi- 
tion might thus have been acquired by the 
lad, and that the muacular effort waa only 
the exciting cause. Whether this be true 
or not, the patient confessed that he bad 
been addicted to the vice. He complained 
of nocturnal pollutions, and when a person 
complains of these to any great extent, you 
will generally find that be lias been addicted 
to this vice". Of course all persons, even 
those who are perfectly chute, are liable to 
this effect at intervals; but when an indivi¬ 
dual baa them to great excess, and not from 
a debilitated state of body induced by other 
causes, you wall generally find that the prac¬ 
tice has produced a morbid irritability of the 


parts, and a habit or inordinate secretion. 
This cate illustrates a fact which you will 
frequently observe in epilepsy and other 
diseases of the nervous system, namely, that 
it it united with other nervous diseases. 
What we call nervous diseases, are really so 
many symptom* of certain affectious of the 
nervous structure. A little increase of the 
intensity of the affection, or o little exien- 
siou from one part of the nervous system to 
another, or the occurrence of it in some 
other parts of the nervous mass, will produce 
different symptoms; so that if chronic in¬ 
flammation, or organic change, affect two or 
three ports of it, you will have two or three 
nervous diseases. 

Now this instance of cpitepsy is attended 
with hypochondriasis. The patient is only 
two or three and twenty years of age, and 
yet he is iu a state of complete hypochon¬ 
driasis. It is quite amusing to hear him 
talk, and he has sometimes really frightened 
the siiter of the ward. lie imagines thil bo 
is going to die *, he says that be cannot get 
out of bed; that if he attempts to stand, his 
knees go from under him*, and when ha 
comes down stairs he creeps along. He says 
at one time that he has dreadful suffering 
from s tingling of tire scrotum ; at another 
time he has dreadful suffering from twitches 
about the aukles; and at another time he 
suffers dreadfully from a quivering of the 
lips. If you ask him seriously, and in such 
a manner that he does not suppose you are 
laughing at him, whether hi* fiuger aches, 
he says seriously, " Yes." lie has no fixed 
fancy in his mind, but is in continual ap¬ 
prehension. He speaks so gently that you 
can scarcely hear him, mops all day iu a 
corner, anu informed me with a very piteous 
look, at the last visit, that, for the first time 
these three weeks, he Lad almost had a noc¬ 
turnal pollution, having awakened only just 
in time to prevent it. earnout make au 
inquiry respecting any (MBl of the body, 
without finding that acme sensation or other 
exists there, which is r source of great 
anxiety to him. 1 have no doubt that these 
symptoms arise from some part of his braiu 
being affected ; and as the affection which 
bos produced the epileptic symptoms bus 
yielded to repeated local bleeding, the other 
affection is also probably inflammatory, and 
l shall persevere with the same measure to 
reduce that also. 

The case of epilepsy which was admitted 
on Thursday woek, occurred in a young 
man mtat. 24, and had only existed three 
weeks. The cause 1 could not ascertain, 
but the cose is useful, as one which points 
out a thing which it is very important tu 
know, but which, 1 believe, is by many 
persons pawed over or mistaken. Before he 
had his epileptic fits, he had what he called 
fuming fits. 1 know that many persons are 
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said to have fainting fits when they have im- might give an unfavourable prognosis; be- 
perfect coileptic fits. In complete epilepsy sides, if you treated the patient in the 
a person loses all power over the body, loses attack as if be fainted, you would keep him 
his consciousness, and has convulsions. The horizontal, while the nature of the case 
loss of consciousness alone will sometimes would demand the elevation of the head and 
happen before epilepsy is fully foritoed ; be- shoulders. I think the best information 
fore there are any convulsions. Power and upon the subject, is contained in Dr. Prit- 
consciousness are lost; and if this state last chard's work on Diseases of the Nervous 
for a minute, or half a minute, of course he System, a book which is fell of very aound 
drops down Benseless. If the epilepsy be information, and one which contains atcu- 
still less perfect than that with the ah- rate views of the diseases of the nervous 
solute loss of consciousness, the patient system. It is curious to observe the differ- 
will suddenly fell, but he will be only half ent degrees which occur iu the loisofcon- 
seuseless ; or, with still less impairment of sciousness, from falling down, apparently in 
consciousness and power, he will be ODly j an apoplectic state, only that there is no 
about to fall, and he still able to support j atertor, nor great turgescence and blueness of 
himself by means of any-tbing near him,— the face, or these only in a minute degree— 
afterwards immediately recovering. Here to the slightest attack of the affection. When 
the loss of consciousness end power is not these patients thus fell down from apparent 
entire; the patient almost forgets where he apoplexy, they will come round of their own 
is, but still is conscious of existence; and accord, without any measures being adopt- 
though uuuble to support himself alone, lie ed; but if the person be of a plethoric habit 
does the beBt he can, and if near an object, it may be necessary to bleed him, because 
may succeed in saving himself from falling, epilepsy will sometimes end in apoplexy. 
Now this is called fainting, though there This is by no means a rare occurrence in 
is no affection of the heart whatever in Lhe j old persons, and therefore sometimes it may 
case ; the face does not become pale, there be necessary to bleed them in the arm, or 
is no quickness of respiration, no diminution ! to cup them; but the case does not call for 
of the force of the pulse, and nothing at all | those vigorous measures which real apo- 
in appearance that looks like fainting, ex-1 plexy for the most part does, and though 
copting that he cannot support himself, ap- the course of treatment required may be 
pears lost, and loses a certain degree of con- antiphlogistic, it may bo milder thau that 
sciousness and voluntary power. This is a demanded after apoplexy, 
circumstance continually occurring in indi- Iu the last ciiuical lecture, I mentioned a 
viduals who, after a time, lose their con- case which illustrated another circumstance 
sciousuess more and more in these attacks, in epilepsy, and to which I then sufficiently 
lose it at length perfectly; then lose it for alluded: 1 mean the occurrence before the 
a longer and longer period, and finally have fit, or at its commencement, of ou odd sen- 
convulsions in addition. nation along the skin, which is called rpi¬ 

ll is stated by this youth, that lie was leptic aura. The case spoken of to-uay 
formerly subject to what he called fainting illustrates a variety which may occur in 
fits, and that now he has regular epilepsy, the fit, and there is now in the hospital 
He loses his consciousness completely, i a case illustrating another variety, that 
foams at the mouth , bites his tongue, and of partial epilepsy. Epilepsy is impet'- 
is universally convulsed; he 1ms all the fed when there are no convulsions with 
marks of the disease. What he calls feint* the loss of consciousness, or when there 
ing fits were no doubt imperfect attacks of is no loss of consciousness with the con- 
epilepsy. You will see this most frequently vulsions, or when either of these tokes 
in elderly people. They will fell down in place only in au imperfect degree, such as 
u moment, and be completely lost. These the convulsions, for example, being mere 
cases have by many been called apoplexy; tremors. And it is partial if the convul- 
but there is no danger at all from them, and sious affect only a part of the body. There 
you are not under the necessity of bleeding, is a little boy labouring under diseased bone 
for the patient will come round Bpontane- and anasarca, iu a horrible state, in Jacob's 
oualy, even though he have a great number Ward, who has partial epilepsy. I believo 
of attacks. I have seen persons who have it affects only one half of the body; one half 
said they have been subject to these attacks of the face isoonvulsed, and the correspond- 
for many months, and even years, and where ing ball' of the body is agitoied—shaken— 
the affection had not been followed by para- but hardly agitated so much ta to deserve 
lysis, or any other disease except the perfect the word convulsed; still, however, the 
form of epilepsy; that is, complete loss of motions are of a convulsive character. Some- 
consciousness and convulsions of the body, times you see epilepsy more partial than 
It is important to know this, because other- this—affecting only an extremity. I have 
wise you might suspect that such a person seeu persons subject to epilepsy of this do¬ 
wns lubouriug under apoplexy, and you scriptiou, who, after a time, have bad fed 
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drarg. cum creta, and lie alio tool* the uv 
French remedy, saiicine . A remedy has 
been discovered by ihe French, procured from 
the willow, which is said to be as effectual in 
the cure of ague as quinine. This man toolt 
the remedy iu the same doses; that is to 
say, he took five grains every six hours, and 
be is now doing remarkably well. I have, 
in fact, in typhus lever, given the sulphate 
of quinine with considerable benefit, several 
grama every few hours. The debility of 
this man would have induced me to give 
him this remedy, even had he not had the 
remittent form of the disease. When I 
found him shivering in bed, and ascertained '* 
that he had lived at the water-side, and had 
been near the tower-moat, which, for some 
time past, was a disgraceful locus of malaria 
and ague, 1 had no hesitation in giving him 
a remedy of this description. I am anxious 
to ascertain the powers of ealicinc, because, 
when they are ooce established, so that 
there will be a demand for it, it will be sold 
and afterwards sweating, and he had also j at a cheaper rate than the sulphate of qui- 
pain of the head. When 1 saw him he was nine, although, compared with the original 
shireriug; his account, however, was im-j price of three guineas per ounce, that is 
perfect as to the period of the day at which ; now exceeding cheap. This is what 1 am 
the attacks came on, but it appeared that hei told, although, of course, 1 am not very con- t 
was affected with rigours at different parts j versant with these matters. This man took 
of the day. Under these circumstances, I j the same dose as is given of sulphate of qui- 
considered the disease to be remittent fa- j nine in severe cases, aud it appeared to huvt* 
ver. Remittent fever will frequently occur j the same effect as quinine; thut is, it md- 
insidiously, and unless you are quite up to! tlier sickened him nor heated him ; it was as 
it, you may as easily pass it over os some j innocuous as the sulphate of quinine usually 
forms of epilepsy. I have had many cases I is; he still takes it, aud is mending rapidly, 
of remittent fever which, in addition to the! There was also a case admitted which 1 
symptoms of continued fever, were, merely [fancied might be remittent fever likewise, 
characterised by excessive sweating; and 1 hut really, from the stateof the mail’s mind, 
other cases, in addition to the symptoms of! I could hardly comprehend the nature of the 
continued fever, characterised by shivering : affection. The man told me that he fro¬ 
nt different times of the day. Jiut there are j quemly had shirering at different periods of 
other cases, again, in which the disease is- the day, and he afterward* told me that ho 
perfectly clear from the train of shivering, j had it at certaiu Imar#, and then only ut 
bent, and sweating, taking place violently : twelve o’clock at night; altogether he could ; 
at certuiu periods in the twenty-four hours, { not give uuy account-lb# »tall satisfied no*, 
or ut certain more distant periods, besides! 1 cannot positively assert, hut 1 have a strong 
the continued fever. In other cases there suspicion that he is a little deranged, lie, 
is no shivering nor sweating at intervals, how'ever, in a few day*,* showed sufficient 
but occasional, aud, perhaps, periodical ex- signs of iaflammutiou of the chest, to ren- 
acerbations of the heat, quickness of pulse, d*r it necessary to bleed him : and ohserv- 
Ac. That these disease* have been remit- iug the irritation iu the functions of the 

tent fever has appeared from the rapid head, I also deemed it requisite to have him 

way iu which they have yielded to rfae cupped at the nape of the neck. He was 

free exhibition of bark, after the failute bled twice for the bronchitis to the amount 

of the ordinary remedies of continued fever, of sixteen ounces each time, and alter wards 
In the case of this man the remittent fe- it was necessary to tnko fourteen ounces 
ver wa* becoming continued fever; hi* from the back of the neck. Tire great thing 
tongue was brown ; he was constantly more to be treated was the inflammatory disease 
or less delirious; his mind wandered, oud of the chest, and from the degree of delirium 
was more or less in stupor; he was very which existed, and the strength of the pulse, 
deaf, aud it was necessary to combine it was necessary to take blood from the * 
the treatment demanded by the two ape- head; but whether he hud been more or 
ciea of fever. It was requisite to apply less deranged beforehand, or whether the 
blisters atthe back of the neck, and to give head was in a state of excitement* from the 
him mercury. lie took five grains of by- feverish condition into which ho had been 


epilepsy. They will be seized with a vio¬ 
lent shaking of the %rm, aud the paroxysm 
is nothing more than epilepsy occurring in a 
partial degree, exactly as paralysis may affect 
nearly the whole of the body, excepting the 
nerves of the muscles of respiration, till 
these also become affected, and death en¬ 
sues : or it may effect only half of the sys¬ 
tem, or only a leg or arm, or part of the 
face. 


REMITTENT FEVER—TRIAL OF SAI-1CINE. 

Of the two other cases admitted, one ap¬ 
peared to be remittent fever. It was very 
difficult to get an account of the man. I 
could not learn that he hud been iu an 
aguish district, but only that he had been ill 
seven days. He, however, resided in Thames 
Street, and had been some way along the 
bonks of the river, though hardly into the 
country. He was seized on the Thursday 
before with violent shiveringa, violent heat, 
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brought by the pectoral inflammation, I can¬ 
not uy i but he could not describe his 
symptom* to me at all, and therefore I was 
very much in the dark. 

xpilxmy— smcAcr of cboton oil. 

During the week six cages were present¬ 
ed, and among them was one of epilepsy, 
which illustrated the common form of the 
disease-—the simple, perfect, form of the 
atIVcLion, aud also the mode of treatment 
which ia the moat successful. The affection 
occurred in a woman, ictat. 30, who had 
been ill two years, aud ever since her last 


or two without any assistance from art, and 
a habit of taking purgatives is much better 
avoided. There are many persons, however, 
who are ill if they pass the usual time with¬ 
out, and nature is not always able to adjust 
matters herself, while in some cases it ia ne¬ 
cessary, on account of other diseases, that 
the bowels should be kept regularly open. 
This was the esse with this woman. I was 
anxious that she should be a little purged, 
and for tliia purpose, as well as for procuring 
a regular daily evacuation, I think uo medi¬ 
cine so useful as croton oil; say the fraction 
of a drop; the sixth, the fourth, third, or 
j half of a drop, once a day. Some persons 


when walking in the garden during the ; every night or morning, mixed up in any 
Rummer, but whether the heat of the sun-j aperient pill. This not only procures u 
beams upon her head had produced it or j regular motion, but the medicine will not 
not, I do not know. She was, however, j lose its effect; I have very seldom, indeed, 
subject to vertigo, a throbbing in the head, : met with a case of failure. 'The great com- 
aud some hysterical symptoms; but the j plaint against all aperient pills is, that alter 
epilepsy was shown by her being insensible j a time they lose their effect. You find when 
during the fits, foaming at the mouth, and i peraous have taken the contents of a few 
complete loss of consciousness. The epi- boxes, that two must be taken instead of one. 
lepsv began during the second mouth of : or three instead of two, and at last they will 
her last pregnancy but one, and she also take several without any effect being pro- 
lay in seven months ago. There was nothing jduced. If you put into any aperient pill 
peculiar in the affection whatever: it was, a portion of croton oil,—say one, two, three, 
the regular form of the disease, but it was 1 or more drops into twelve pills, and give 
interesting, as showing the use of antiphlo- one daily, or every two or three (lays, 
gistic measures.alone, i believe that by far 1 you generally find "the medicine preserve 
the most successful treatment for epilepsy jits opening powers. It is a rare thing 
is that of keeping down fulness, and an in- for it to lose its efficacy. On the other 
II a minatory state of the head, and she was j hand, I continually find that less and 
accordingly twice hied to fainting. She was; less of this medicine Buswers, and that the 
cupped ou the occiput, and after that twenty j quantity may be diminished. If you be- 
leecbes were applied, her bowels being re-1 gin with half a drop every night, the patient 
gularly opened with croton oil; under that j often will soon require, only mie-third, and at 
treatment she did very well. She never hnd . last only one-fourth. I have knowu instances 
a fit after she came to the hospital. She ; of porsou.s who had required half a drop, ul- 
was admitted on the 16th of November, Bnd Uimately come to need only the tenth of a 
presented on the 23rd of December. She j drop, although they had previoutly been ha- 
took half a minim of ceqiou oil every day. jbituully costive for many years; had been 
I am anxious to you with the great j tormented, indeed, during the greater part 

use of croton oil in keeping the bowels regu-. of their lives. I rhiitk one of the most vnlu- 
larly open. Every practitiouer knows the | able properties of croton oil is the effect 
important use of this medicine as a Strong which results from its being exhibited in 
purgative, hut 1 am not aware that it is sufti- j minute and habitual doses. Still, however, 
cieutly used for merely keeping the bowels it is to be remembered that some persons 
open. There are some persons who cannot cannot hear it at all; there are some persons 
hare a motion every day without the aid of whom it will always make sick in any quan- 
medicine. To some persons it is perfectly i tity that is sufficient to evacuate the bowels, 
natural not to have a stool every twenty.four • and there are others whom it always gripes, 
hours, some few have only one once a week, j You will find a peculiarity of susceptibility 
or once in ten days, and instances have oc-1 in different people to all medicines, to sul- 
curred where theie has only been a stool phate of quinine, iron, rhubarb, and nearly 
once a month habitually, ind yet the persons every article of the materia rnedica: indeed 
have enjoyed perfect health; most persona, every article even of food disagrees with 
however, are better for having oue every somebody or other. I think you will fiud 
day, and are uncomfortable if thev have not. croton oil a Tery valuable medicine when 
1 1 ia frequently much the beat tor an iudi- employed iu the way 1 have poiuted out. 
viduul not to take opening medicine if his Mauy persona I have known who have been 
bowel* are only'accidentally coniiued, for ju the habit of taking calomel or blue pill to 
nature will generally relieve herself in a day open the bowels, than which 1 do not think 
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there can he a wane practice, bectoM it * exception, never filer * longer perioil than 
produce**oonatitatiooal effect, besides the ■ that; but on oneoccasion there wu an in* 
effectit has upon the bowel* : it keep* then ] terra! of sixteen day*. He wu 48 year* of 
in a state of Sore or leasdebility of atomach,! age, and bad been tub} ret to thia aflVciion 
and render* tbm eery «u*eeytib!o of taking'for two rear* and a balfj and ibe paroxiam 
coJd : it does more than yon desire, sod doe* j would last from three to four hour*. Jim 
not act as a mere aperient. If, instead of put- J although it only lasted that time, he was not 
tug.a grain or two of calomel into an aperient J perfectly clear from it the whole of the day. 
pill, you employ the croton oil, you will find He nerer knew the paroxysm* begin later 
it answer perfectly well, and the constitution ! than 11 o'clock, or earlier than U>; from id 
will he uninfluenced. This woman took • to II w*as (he regular period, till a week be- 
a considerable quantity of the remedy; that ! fore he bad been admitted, when one attar k 
is to aay, she began with half a mi mm every • came on at half-past 10 in the evening—the 
day, hotausd her bowels were very torpid \ usual hour, hut in the evening instead of 
(and it was an object with me to purge her til*morning. The affection was not snore fn«- 
to carry on antiphlogistic measures briskly), | queni then than when it first began. The mini 
and she took, likewise, camphorated mix-1 looked sickly, as if he had hwd mine, but still 
ture, or assafmtida mixture, on account of: more asif he had suffered front» hot rltmate, 
her flatulence anil globus hystericus. She : and it appeared tnat lie bad been hi the Kast 
liad not a single, fit while she was in the hot- J and West Indio*, and that he had had fever 
pita), and she went out perfectly well, but of-both st Bombay and Batavia, lie had 
course liable to a return of the torn plaint if suffered from dysentery, and when lie was 
she indulge iu good living, and dmk mall [in the hospital ha had diarrhoea. 1 do not 
liquor, wine, or spirits. doubt that ibis was the effec t of malaria— 

- that bis hemiplegia was a form of ague. 1 

iK'IXrmtttknt r*uv. ,, ! will not quarrel about word*, you might say 

There was a case of disease of the nervous jit was not ague, because unattended by 
system presented of a curious character, tlie shivering, fever, or sweating; but I have 
first of the kind l ever met with, intermit- j no doubt it was as much the effect of malaria 
tent palsy. I bare read of it in authors, aud as ague is: it was merely * variety of the 
you will find it mentioned by Cnllen as same affection of the system. Supposing 
paralyse intermittent. Now among all the j thi* to be the case, and having witnessed u 
patients 1 have ever seen, aud these amount paroxysm myself, 1 now gave hnn the sui¬ 
te between thirty and forty thousand, in-j phate of quinine, and a* the disease wm of 
eluding those in various public establish- - long standing, 1 began with a good quantity, 
rnenta and private practice, I had never met j—fire grains every six hour* ; Ibis niedi- 
with an instance of this description. It was cine very soon put a stop to the complaint, 
a case of intermittent hemiplegia. The man i but noi till 1 bnd increased tl»» dose to tea 
was admitted into Jacob’* Ward acme time • grain* every six hours, so that he took forty 
ago, and 1 mentioned hi* admission at the grain* in the twenty-four hour*. This i* 
time. 1 gave him no medicine, because I the dose that is often required in quartan 
was desirous of seeing whether bis account ague, and the present was a worse form of 
was true or not. I seldom give medicine iu the disease thau quartan,became it occurred 
aguish or intermittent complaints till some on the tbiid or fourth day« and the longer 
one in the hospital has witnessed the occur- the iuterval betweep tin attacks, the greater 
rence of the paroxysms. He staid here three is the difficulty of caring the affection, which 
weeks without having a paroxysm. He was, may be considered as SO much the more of a 
however, a very respectable man, and I did chronic character. It is not a matter of 
not doubt his account. He then went out wonder that that large quantity was requir- 
of the hospital, enjoined by me to return if i*d. He continued in to* hospital from bis 
liis disease reappeared. One day when 1 first admission on the 13th of October (ill 
came to the hospital, some time afterwards the 2.5d of December,—lather more than 
I found him in the courts, and he said he three months, without any other attack 
bad been seized with a paroxysm that morn* whatever, aod his health became greatly lin¬ 
ing, and he actually was. then in a stale of proved. It is wrong tosupposethntmala- 
hemiplegia of the left side. I saw it myself, ria does nothing more than produce these 
1 made him walk, and be dragged bis leg in particular forms of Intermittent disease : it 
a semi-circular way, as patients usually do poisons the whole body, and many persons 
when they are labouring under hemiplegia, are destroyed by it who never had ague at 
and he could not raise his left arm. It be- all, so deadly is the poison, liis health, 
gnu at 1<> o'clock, and this was the usual ; however, regularly improved under the qui- 
course of the disease. He had iold me on- nine ; he became strong, liis countenance 
ginaily that the paroxysms came on at 10! was better, and altogether he found that he 
o’clock in the morning, not everyday, but, had received very great benefit from it. 
erery third or fourth day, and, with a single' However, on the ?QUt of tho Mae mouth, 
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five dsys after bis presentation, be came to however, was cent for, and l told tie family 
me, saying that be had bad a slight attack, that I waa quite satisfied that the youtS 
a very slight one, that morning, but itill it waa going or right; that the quinine was 
waa an attack, and it occurred rather later the only remedy, and that it must be per* 
than uaunl, some little time after 11 o’clock, severed in at the some doaea. The fits were 
When 1 saw bins, at about half-past one very distressing indeed to the family, alarm- 
o'clock, it was then nearly goue off. I in- ing, and we both agreed that it waa better to 
creased the quantify of sulphate of quinine go on with twenty grains in the tweniy- 
to fifteen grains every ei t hours, and if that four hours. The next day the paroxysms 
be not sufficient 1 shall give him more, as he appeared later and more slightly, and then 
is to come to me from time to time. 1 had a came on once in two or three days, and still 
person iu the hospital who was not cured of more slightly j he presently became perfectly 
ague with leas than a scruple every aix hours well. At the end of a month he went but 
and therefore 1 shall not be surprised if that of doors, and was esposed to cold, and from 
quantity be required in the case of this man;. his extreme anxiety to regain the time ho 
but 1 have no doubt that eventually he will ■ had lost from school, for be waa a fine boy, 
be perfectly enred, though he may need very a paroxysm came on again, but rather mildly; 
large doses. the medicine was again hod recourse to, and 

This is a very interesting case, proving the immediate effect was a postponement 
that paralysis is not neceuarity an organic and alleviation of the next paroxysm, and I 
affection ; that hemiplegia does not necea- have no doubt that if he continoe to take 
sarily arise from effusion, or from coraprea* the remedy for some weeks, he will not 
sion of any kind, at least of an organic na- j have a relapse. These remedies will not 
lure. If any compression do occur in this; euro the disease unless you give Them for 
man, it can only be during the fit, for at some time after the disease has appeared to 
other times he is perfectly well; it is en« cease. Sometimes it is necessary to give 
tirely, l presume, an affair of function, in- them for many weeks ; sometimes it is ue- 
duced by a particular poison. 1 have at this ceasary to do more than this—to remove the 
moment in private practice a very curious patient from the spot. Just as in syphi. 
case, iu which disease has arisen from mala- lis, if a person get cured, and return to 
ria; it has occurred in a yoyug gentleman the same quarters, the mercury he has 
about eleven ream of age, who lives by the taken will, of course, not prevent him from 
»idu of the Thames, lie had diarrhiva at again catching the disease ; so a person may 
school, which wo* allowed to run ou; he be cured ol ague, but if he continue to lira 
was, however, taken home, nod freated very iu the same unhealthy quarters, of course 
properly by the gentleman who attended the poisou may operate afresh upon him; 
the family, by leeches to the abdomen, nnd as in syphilis mercury must be 4 taken 
and 1 believe a blister, and all went on very for some time after the symptoms have t oll 
well. lie had tenderness iust ou one side disappeared, so must quinine after ague. 

of the umbilicus; be was, however, seized - 

all st ouce, at a certain hour of the evening, droi’SY—disease «»f the heart and 

with violent irritation, severe itching, ting. i.t-NGs from duinmno. 

ling, and redness it the leeeb-biiae, some 1 had belter speak of the other cases in 
feverishness, just at the very part where nil the nest lecture, as our time is exhausted ; 
tin* leeches had been applied, and every ; I will, however, show you the lungs aud 
Imch-hito became red aud woollen. His; heart of an old gentleman, whom you muse 
sufferings were extreme, but after lasting j have seen several times in William's Ward. 
for a certain time, all these symptoms went j lie came lo the hospital last spring, with his 
away. At the same hour the following even- legs much bigger than his thighs ought to 
ing the same thing occurred, the leech-bites have been, nnd his thighs nearly as Urge as 
became swelled and hot, and he fell iuto a his body should have been, liy giving btm 
state of geuerai excitement, from, as it full do«s of elulerium, many grains in the 
would appear, the itching and tingling. The ; course of a day, after he had been here a 
medical gentleman immediately saw him,-mouth or two, he went out perfectly free 
nud thought the attack was of an aguish • from dropsy ; however, as he had li»d an 
character, nnd, as the family lived in a low 1 effusion into the pleura* and pericardium, 
spot bv the Bide of the Thames, lie gave jarnl a diseased heart, it waa clear that his 
this lad twenty grains of sulphate of quinine, I symptoms would all return. He came back 
iu divided doses, before the time of the' some time ago, with his symptoms more 
next expected paroxysm. The attack come , or less renewed, and the disease of his heart 
on the next evening, but at a later period ; whs then still apparent. There was a vio- 
than usual, showing that the remedy had , lent beating -a strong actiont*f the left van- 
produced an impression. It is common for ( trule, attended with a bellows sound. The 
the remedy not to stop the disease ut once, j heart heat violently over a great extent, and 
but fo cause Ibe fiu to bo poatpoued. 2, the bellow* sound wo* loudest at some dis- 
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CUNICAL LECTURE, Jm. to, t 83 l. 

VASKOVS cuti. 

I *il tnishmg, GeotWaco, ia tho last 
Ueture, tho ease* which wooW have been 
•pokes of « fortnight ago, had it not been 
ChriotM* week, and which bad been pre- 
a#*i#d durmr the preceding week, hot two 
or three of them remained unmeotioned. 

Fever ,—One waa a caw of continued f«> 
rer in a woman, hut there waa nothing par* 
tioultr is it. It oorarrad with the usual 
symptom!, and was cared ia my usual way. 

" RhfHmatixMs— Another wfea a case of 


, (be mouth of the r«a»*l waa strietured. j test* rheumatism among the woman, with 
Effusion into the cheat will occur from di«. the usual symptoms; it presently yielded to 
eaw of the pleura. Von will find in many j the free exhibition of the H*. radku. cWcA. 
chronic cases of ascitea and hydrothorax! JUtkmn *—A third case waa one of asthma 
(and, br the arar, chronic easea of hrdro- »** men, which arose from chronic 

thorax are rerr rare, excepting as a symptom j bronchitis. A great number of cssi* of 
of disease of the heart ), tliat the pleura and I whit ia called asthma, are nothing more 
peritoneum are diseased. Yon see here that: than chrome bronchitis; and own when 
the pleura it much diseased ; much thicker patients have spasmodic difficulty of breuth- 
and harder than it ought to be ; there is a (tog, »» » great number of insunce* chrome 
chronic organic affection of the membrane, j bronchitis is uuited with it, sxtd is it* 
All that can be done ia such a case is to ex-' foundation sad groundwork- Whew th« 
cite absorption from time to time by dture-1 bronchial tube* are in a state of chronic 
tics, and more particularly bv strong purge* jittitation or inflammation, they are often 
tives, «of which elaterium is the best. The ! thrown from time to time into spasms, and 
Jung* under the diseased pleura were imper- j persons consequently experience paroxysms 
vious to the air; they were not exactly in a!°f dyspnoea. We daily fiee cases of spas- 
state of hepatization nor *#f induration, hut imodic difficulty of bteatbing uoilvd with 
had became of a very tough impervious cha- [chronic irritation and excessive secretion of 
raefer. 'Hie liver is more or less diseased;f the mucous membrane; and from tiie dis- 
the biliary part is much increased. 1 believe; ewe being to rommOn, 1 shall say nothing 
be bad been a hard drinker at one time of j of this individual ct SS i 
his life, and whenever people assume that j wfrr** 

character, of course they pay the penalty J ovAWtg^jMUiMV* 

sooner or later. One of the boat aeraion's ! A woman with ovarian dropsy went out 
for drunkards, and for regular and reapectabie | of the hospital this weak. You will recol- 
tipplera, would be to exhibit to them the lect that a woman was admitted a frw days 
heart, lungs, and liver of a drunkard by the before of very large size, who had been 
aide of specimen* of sound organs. Il would twice tapped. Her sisa was inunenie, and 
produce more effect than ait the good advice' her health did udt particularly euff.r. It 
that could be given them. I bad just begun i was evident from this circumstsoce, as well 
to exhibit elaterium as I did when he was Isa from the disease having begun on one 
her* formerly, sod do doubt should hi»ve,sido low down, that the dropsy wm ( »vn- 
succeeded a second rime in emptying him. rian. When the dropsy iw peritoneal, the 
1 before found il nec«K«ry, after trying health suffers inftnutiy more than when it ts 
stnad doses, to give him daily a gram, anil ovarian. The ovary is a pari u<»t neceasary 
repeat it every two houra t»H it purged him to life. Indeed it is out of the way of ex- 
thoroughly; and gradually less and lots had eternal injury, liable neither to mechaiocaf 
been required, lint, poor man, he had he-1 violence, like the brain, for example; «.»r to 
com# freliul, and hanng boro in better cir- i injury of our owu mfliciiou.like the stomach, 
cuinstances, began to lie hauglity and into. | which suffers from improper iuyrstu . or 
lerant to the Other patients, ami'at last pul tike llie lieart, which suffers from violent 
himself into to great a rage about some non- j exercise; nor is tike the lungs, exposed 
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teembrsne it with the stomach cad fetes- twanty.atoe ptet* tolae IWCf. bat there 
tines, and other important vitcera, 10 n to trill ramtnied seo oriderabl* tumour witJiin 
form a part of them, great injury tooect* the abdomen, exictfyas, i fei said * bad been 
•ioned. Indeed it ia usually accompanied the ease after the two precedi ng a p ertt ions. 
by visceral diteiae. This woman'* health It seemed that one part of the muff had 
suffered but very little. It did not appear formed a lane sac, while other pert* formed 
in this case that (he whole of the ovary waa other tact. In aome of those eases,fe which 
one sac, and for this reason,—that when- a tumour remains after the operation* yon 
ever she was topped. • considerable tumour will hare an enlarged ovary, and aadtoa 
still remained. She informed me that she around it; I should say aseitea of the peri* 
had been topped twice, and after each time tonenm, for both are aseitea,—there is an as- 
ahe had very soon become as large M she cites of the peritoneum, and an ascites of the 
was before. ovarium. But besides the disease of the 

You may letrn from this cade, what I ovarium, whether dropsy or solid enlarge- 
think a well-ascertained fact, that when a meat, yon will sometimes find dropsy of 
woman with ovarian dropsy has been once the peritoneum. In that case, however, the 
tapped, the tendency to accumulate to in- health materially altera; the patient does 
creased to a very high degree. A woman, not last ao long as in a case of this deserip- 
if she he not tapped, may go on for a great (ion. I should imagine, therefore, from the 
length of time. I have known the disease very fair—I may say good state of this 
go on for fifteen years, gradually increasing woman's health, that she was not labouring 
all the time, but very slowly, without top- under dropsy of the peritoneum. But 1 eft 

Q . A woman, however slowly she may not absolutely certain. It might either be 
increased bofore, will, if you tap her, in- dropsy of the peritoneum around a diseased 
crease generally rapidly; and it should there- ovarium, or one portion of the ovary might 
fore be a rule never to tap a case of ovarian be far more distended than the rest—the 
dropsy, till the distension ia such that the fluid of this part being unconnected with 
operation is indispensable. You will after- the rest ia the organ, 
wards have to operate again oud again* so 1 waa beginning to rob upon the tbdo- 
great does the tendency to secretion be- men, for an hour night and morning, the 
come. Of course it is necessary to tap a hydriodste of potass, in tiie form of au 
patient if there be great pain from disteo- ointment made up with a drachm to an 
sion, which cannot be relieved by medicine ounce of adept, and to give her inter* 
or topical means. But you will find gene- Dally the solution of the bydnodate of 
rally ,—I seldom nse the word “ univtr- potass, made with a drachm to an ounce 
•'fl/ty/'—tbat when the ovary has once been j of distilled water. I began with fifteen 
tupped, the fluid oecumolaies iu a ten-fold J minima three times a day, and had in¬ 
degree. This woman had never been preg- j creased the dose to forty-five minims three 
nant. You will find that a great number of j times a day. 1 believe that if any medicine 
women with ovarian dropsy are single wo- does good in these cases, it is iodine. It is 
men, or if they have been in the way of wrong, in a case of dropsy of the ovary, to 
impregnation it has never answered. The give violent purgatives and diuretics, for 
ovaries are generally induposed to the per- they will all fail* aud mercury will do no 
formance of their functions, and dupotrd to good, hut assist in breaking up the consti- 
diaease. This woman was thirty-five years tutioQ. If iodine did not exist, I would not 
of age, and had been married thirteen years, use any medicine at all; for, excepting io- 
but had never been pregnant. The droirar dine, I* never saw any medicine, whatever 
bad existed fourteen months, and she bad the kind, prove of the slightest ten-ice. I have 
Wo tapped twice. The lust time she had seen large tumours diminished, and soma 
been tapped, was three weeks before her cases apparently cored by this remedy, but, 
admission, ami the bad been tapped only of course, we are uot to expect general tuc- 
three weeks before that for the first time, cess,because alargemaasoi disease frequently 
She hud gone on upwards of twelvemonths exists, of which it would be too much to 
without being tapped, hut having been once expect that this, or any other medicine, 
lapped, was obliged to undergo the opera- would cause the absorption. However, there 
lion again in three weeks, aud then iu three is a woman now in the hospital, who 1ms 
weeks more she was in Such n state of dig- had the disease four yean, and lies n bed 
tension, Mint 1 found it necessary to have or two distant from this woman, whose sb- 
her. topped soon after her admission. She domen ia steadily diminishing under the ex- 
wislied to be tapped immediately. I put ternal and internal use of iodine, but whe- 
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I My (hat I ftMtepfffoeUy 

*aBttMta|«q«M oftfeia«toaeftpt«»,whioh 
was decidedly* combination of diseased ovary, 
—total fffergemeot of »h« owy, awl dfojMjr 
«f tha peritoneum. It oeounrcd to • young 
lady. lli# abdomen bod enlarged first on on# 
aide, and preaenwd a circumscribed solid i 
tumour, but by degrees the whole of the ) 


mu «rtMjr gow, or split into twenty 
piacot, ltd m cm could bare contradicted 
W», for dm iwtoo body of fold collected 
arooad the tosonr completely prevented 
•U examination, Ho vent on in this way, 
and coon the time arrived at which aha was 
to be tapped again* I wai sent for, and a 
eery eminent surgeon of another hospital 
attended with me, who had always tapped 


abdomen increased together, and fluctuation j h«r before. 1 he man who had been called 
wa* perceptible. Her health declined very j in, wished to bring bia own eurgeon. Who 
much, and it was soon necessary to Up her, j that wan 1 do not know, hot the iamily would 
and the moment the operation wna per- j not allow the operation to be performed by # 
formed and the fluid let out, a tumour wu I stranger, lie surgeon who attended with 
perceptible on one side, as large a* the heed j me wse not to be told that this worthy man 
of two infaau placed » theirs vertical line 1 had been called in, sod 1 kept it a secret 
together, projecting considerably forwards, j from him, but be wee to giro his honest 
Alter a lime, the water again accumulated j opinion whether the tumour was larger or 
in the peritoneum, the circumscribed tu-j smaller than when ba last tapped the pa* 
moor was lost, and tapping was required I tfent* The tumour, 1 sew, as the water 
again, when the tumour again came into’flowed, wu become larger; and when the 
view, ‘t he operation was performed sere*I water was all let out, and the integuments 
ral times, and, finally, she died. ‘J'be case \ rendered flabby, and the great protuberance 
made an impression on me, from the cir-! stood out on one side, ho was asked his opl* 
tumtiance that a man wu called in. who) won, and honestly replied that he was 
bu since become very notorious for his j sorry to say that tue tumour wu nearly :is 
cases. 1 had considered it my duty to | large again as when he had last performed 
inform the friend#, that a surgeon roust j the operation. This wu i he truth, end yet 
attend from time to lime, and let out j the man had the effrontery to say that ho 
the fluid, by which means life would be j had killed the lvmp the first time of rub* 
protracted, but that as for curing the dia-! hing, reduced it one-third the next, end 
ease, it was out of the question. Thisi one-half the third lime! However, unt¬ 
il was my duty to say, that, if my attend*j withstanding this, the same individual st¬ 
ance were commanded, it might not be in j tended for a considerable length of time 
the hope of my curing the case. An honest i afterword*, and, anion £ other things, he re- 
opimou like this wa# not acceptable or be- j commended an •* earth bath," which he pro- 
lieved, and a man of art , not of science, was | posed lo make by putting some u garden 
called in, who, of conrae, said he could j mould ” into a warm bath ; but this pro* 
effect a cure, which of course, from the im- j pooal lie was not allowed to carry into efleet* 
pudeut poaitiveuea# of bis declaration, was j It was, in fact, merely making a warm-bath 
at once believed. He began immediately to J dirty. He bud beard of an “ earth-hath,” 
rub the lady’s abdomen. 1 was asked to I at it i* called, which is given by bury* 
meet him, but declined. I begged to retire ; mg the patient up to the chin in earth, 
while he had the charge of the case, but I and is practised in some countries. Ho 
l expressed my readiaes#, should they again j thought this earth-bath might be made if 
require my asmtauce, immediately to at* {he took a few handful*garden mould and 
tend. He accordingly took the case under; put them into warm water. The family asked 
Ida care, ami commenced the same evening my opinion, and I jin formed them that if 
to rub the abdomen, and when he had rub- je certain quantity of mould was put into 
bed and wiped the abdomen, and even tus j warm water, it would make a dirtjfV'atrr- 
cupa clean, be told the patient, aa she her* bath ; that if a certain quantity more wi rw 
self informed me, that he had ■* killed the I added, it would make mud—a mud tmth* 


li mp." He attended the next day and 
tubbed again, aud wbou the second rubbing 
was over he told her that he had “ reduced 
the limp one-third." He rubbed again 
in the middle of the day, and tbeu he said 


The family riuwed this iu improper h^Lt, and 
would not allow it. At last they saw through 
him, cud suddenly sent him about his busi¬ 
ness. At another lime be hud thought of 
a fumeuimioo, but positively did not know 


he had •' reduced the lump mc-kulf." ; how to uuk* it; he applied the stalka of lua 
He continued rubbing, us slandiug,by while j herbs instead of the strained liquor, and so 
he caused rubbing, three times a^duy; hut j hurl aud wretched the patient that she 
what the progression of diminution was 1 would not allow it. He was not then con- 
forget. The fact, however, was, that the acinus of skill in any pat titular disease, hut 
water accumulated hi the peritoneum again, cured case* in gamat, and has since st¬ 
and enveloped the tumour w it had done quiredu h'gb feputouvu oaiou*,' people of con * 
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and common mum, tod some imagine tint hydrbdote ofpOtasa, «t first ten mining, 
h it coating w*i accurately foretold and faith- land *thttgthterentymitiitn»«*eh dose. The 
fully shadowed fortli by Moore tin poet. 

Whether Mr. Moore thought of him when 
lie wrote the Fudge Family/' or not, I 
do not know, but some think the descrip¬ 
tion as faithful as a prophecy ought to be. 

° There’s .Jack the doctor; night and day 
Hundreds of patients so beruege him, 

You'd swear that all the rich and gay 
Fell sick on purpom to oblige him. 

And while they think (the precious ninnies!) 

He's counting qVr their pulse so sternly, 

The rogue but couuia how many gutters, 

He *s fobbed for that day's wmk already. 

I'H imVi forget th’old maids tdarm, 

When feeling tiius Miss Sukey Flirt, be 
Said ns he dropped her shrivelled arm, 

* 0-d hud this morning—ouly .10/ 

His skill too in young ladies’ lungs, 

The grace with which (most mild of men) 
lie beg* them to put out their tongue, 

Then bids them pul it in again ! 

In short there ’» none like Doctor Jock ; 

Take all your doctors, great and small. 

Of present time* and ages back, 

Dear Doctor Fudge is wor»h them all/* 

(Much laughter.) 

However, to go on with the particular 
case : tl'.ie woman was tapped in the hospi¬ 
tal, and after the tapping o certain degree of 
inflammation came o»u This is uot a very 
miusunl thing after tapping. Under such 
circuiuaumces it would have been exceed¬ 
ingly injudicious to have allowed her stimu¬ 
lants. She, however, had been accustomed, 
she said, after her foiuier operations, to be 
allow e«i porter. Here, she had leeches ap¬ 
plied more than once to the abdomen on 


ointment was well rubbed 

into tbe 4bdoai«» night and morning. She 
soon made a large quantity of water, the 
bydriodate often acting powerfully as a 
diuretic in dropsy ; cobft lost her dropsy 
almost entirely, audthe litrer became smtiier 
and much leas hard, bo that she considered 
herself well enough tolcave us atlbe end 
[of December. 

i A femalrr died tliat week of phthisis, wlro 
J hod been admitted labouring under acute 
laryngitis, which hud supervened upon the 
chronic form of the disease, but which was 
noon arrested by leeches and ptyalism; the 
consumption of course proceeded. 

In the same week iwo pntients only were 
allotted me, one of which was a case of 
phthuis, and the. other of pediculi in the 
bead. 

UCF. 

You will think it aingulsr that a patient 
should he admitted merely for vermin in his 
head; however, 1 did not admit him, and 1 
presume he was admitted because he bad an 
eruption in the face, and because be applied 
when there were so many beds vacant, that 
every one wbo applied was admitted. It 
j was not known when be was admitted that 
ho was in this unfortunate state, otherwise 
he would not have been received, because 
there is a rulo that no person with vermin 
shall be admitted into the bouse. He came in 
with an extensive papular ei upturn on his 
face, and tbe case is important in that re¬ 
spect. He was admitted on account of the 
eruption. When 1 went to the ward to see 
, him, and was told by him there was nothing 
account of internal inflammation which iolee the matter with him, 1 really could not 
come on. When it was wcessury to re- j understand what llie eruptiou arose from, 
sort to this treatment to overcome lento- ft was of a character tliat puzzled me, and 
nil is, it would have been absurd and tnju-i i did not give it a name. 'Hie nurse, bow* 
rioui at the same time to have allowed herj eV pr. requester! me, and for very obvious 
porter. Hut she was so displeased with reasons, not to go too near to him. It then 
nm for not allowing her porter, that she left' struck me that the eruption arose from tbe 
the hospital in this inflammatory slate, ami inhabitants of the head, aud I ordered the 
what became of her afterwards 1 do not ) iew j to bo washed with a strong decoction 
k»ow. | of staves acre, which is an acrid poison. On 

' i the uext visit the eruption was gone, and 

visceral KM.AiiGEMfc.NT. j nearly the whole of the myriads of vermin 

A ense was presented, illustrating the ’destroyed, a few only remained at the pole; 
beneficial operation of mercury and iodine J aud L discharged him with such on allow- 
in visceral enlargement and in effusion. A * ance of the decoction ns would soon entirelr 
woman was admitted in October, aged :J:», | eradicate them. 

saying slu* had been ill three months. She; Now this case is interesting, as pointing 
had ascites and uui«ma of the logs, and the (out that |Q eruption may arise from acci- 
liver could he felt distinctly, hard and en- (dent, that is, without any fault in the can 
(urged, its well-defined margin descending to-dilution or skin itself, but from external 
tire umbilicus. I began with two grains of; causes. This was a sailor, butnn extremely 
ftubinuriaie of mercury twice a day, aud con-1 clean respectable-looking man for bis situa- 
linded it after her mouth had become sore, | turn in life. I asked him how ha had fallen 
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emipele* of one kg, and violfat pains 
oft** in tt>* day, felt not in at ftomich, 
bat actually in or on my ribs, whfett 1 could 
iturtxmly r«aio«o by putting my finger down 
ay throat, and bringing up a drachm or two 
of vary acid ftnta, I conceived riist the 
pern arose from that mow. And with re* 
apect to tbs palpitation, oronr pari of iba 
heart waa boating with equal farce ; that ia 
u» any, there wag not on* ventricle, or oue 
auricle, or two ventricle* and one auricle, 
beating with more fore* that) the real, or 
with unusual noise, but with equally ex¬ 
cess it » rapidity and force ; and when this 
ia the case, you may bo almost sure there ia 
no organic daecue. She also waa subject 
to vomiting, which rendered it stilt wore 


into so eh a condition, emUte told #* fee hid 
been in Russia, where I believe that lice; 
pmB to * »*ry great extent (aometra* 

Wftere eey that every Hoasian teems with 
them front $he palace to the bovel), and that 
U wu it eom« of the ttuxeiaa tea-port 
terms that be bed acquired the vermin. I 
with it was ia my power to Ubetats all P*l<* 
at easily from tiieur Unman Meg. (U*gk* 

Hr.) .. 

1 may mention, while oa thta subject, 
that tbi-re waa a naturalist, a great onto- 
Biologist, and a very clever man, who had 
an eruption in another part of the body, 
which he eould not understand. He was 
not in practice, though a physician. He 
west to Mr, Abernethy, who at once told 
bjm hi* eruption arose from renuin. They | probabta that the source of the disease waa 
were not pf the same description, but in* ! the stomach. Tits only medicine she took 
habited a warmer climate—a more southern [was prussic acid ; at first two minims 
region—nearer to the equator —sod if you j three times a dsv, aud the dose was gradu- 
like to name it from Ha inhabitants, die .'ally increased to seven. As tlie remedy 
tropic of cancer, and they, like other in* I did not produce any effect at first, I gr#« 
habitants of wtrtu climates, were of a darker j dually increased the dose to three, four, 
hue. The naturalist Usd wished to observe ; sod so on, till it came to seven minima, nmi 
the habits of those creatures, and for this j tin'll the complaint gave way. After a 
purpose had procured, he told me, a few, and j short time, however, 1 found that the 
transferred them to the spot which lie knew, medicine began to disagree with her a 
waa their proper soil, and he bad afterwards j little, and I was obliged to reduce the 
entirely forgotten the circumstance. They; quantity to five minims. The girl went 
however increased nod multiplied, aud re pie-; away perfectly well, 
wished Che spot, sod great irritation of the) If you only giv« antacidt in these cases, 
pert came on, followed by an eruption, and; you merely remove the effect, while the 
rendering him very miserable. It is etui*-cause remain*; but if you give prussic 
oas enough that, though he was a natu- acid, you relieve the morbid initability of 
ralist and great entomologist, he had not!the .stomach, which » the grand cause of 
the slightest idea of'the cause oi his suffer-i the disease. It was of course necessary 
ings, nor recollected that he himself bud • to keep her bowels open, and for that pur* 
b<-en the instrument of emigration aud colo- j pose she took colocynth pills; but it wan 
nixstiou. A siugte good powdering witbuot till the dose oi acid was increased to 
white precipitate, or at the utmost two,‘a considerable amouui, that a cessation of 
washed off at tbe end of half an hour, never the vomiting, n cessation of the amity, aud 
fails to esUsrmiuate the tribe. j a cessation of the palpitation, tool place. I 

_ I hove not been sbiety Control palpitation of 

nvarsesis av» rst-msno* of :| ke heart by pru*j$'*ei4, wbrte it Jut* de- 
TH« USA nr. pvndetl on hff«tio«^1» lha heart if self. Hut 

There was presented, during the week, fa where it bus arisen from the stfatw of tbe 
case of tbypria ia a female, winch was j 4han 1 bate ten tolled it exceed- 

attended by patptatum of the Uart. She|»«gly Well, and caused it to jru away ex* 
was sixteen years of age, and had been ill • aexly as it did iu this caw, logctiiei with 
fifteen months. Von will find palpitation oi Hie affection of the stomach, 
tbe heart very frequent at that age, often; — 

with dyspepsia,but without organic uriraiii 

of tbe been, or any infiusuwmiou of rim ■ *'*'** 

organ. Here 1 ftmnd a pain in tire lower; There was a rase of erffiifrl** bronchi 
part of the cardiac region to die mltstde, i in to WuUiitn's V\»id, which Was very slight, 
aad 1 belie vt< ibis -srnk entirely from the jam! gave way, 1 believe, amply t« low dm 
state ol the stomach, because atm had groat and the application o. cold water or an 
acidity, .HU bod bad leeches aud blisters’ evaluating lotion to the face ; »i required 
applied, and been frequently bled, hut nothin*! more. I'lie iulphate *f tfuvuiic wa^ 
without any relief. There was no teaion prescribed, in very small do**-. b«<«r* 1 saw 
to suppose it *•« at »U lofiammaturv, but'the patient, but from what I observed nf 
finding that she had such extreme acidity ‘ tbe case, 1 do not think it hart any share iu 
of tbe Stomach, and recollecting that 1 my* I controlling Iht* diseat* ; it was such a cate 
mdf had great acidity of tbe stomach during j as you will sec give way every day to the 
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application of cold, and to placing the pa¬ 
tient on low diet. 

Many persons fear the application of cold 
in erysipelas; iu general there ie no occa¬ 
sion for auoh apprehension. I have never 
known ill effects from it, and l have resort¬ 
ed to it, 1 had almost said, in hundreds of 
cases. If the paiient feels it unpleasant, 
then it is improper to continue it j and you 
%now my practice is to apply cold m long 
only as it is pleasant, but to change it for 
a warm application, if the warmth becomes 
more agreeable to the feelings of the patient, 
lu general cold is exceedingly grateful in 
such cases, and I believe never does harm 
if you properly attend to the feelings of the 
patient, and take core to institute such eva¬ 
cuations as may be demanded. 

A case has occurred of eryaipelas in a 
man admitted for chronic peripneumonia 
and bronchitis, which 1 will mention at 
this moment. An abscess had taken place 
about the situation of the pectoral muscle. 
The othrr day 1 found him with erysipelas 
of the corresponding shoulder, extending 
over the upper part of the back. In such 
a ca*e it is very common to find it spread 
ait over the back and sides. Now, 1 have 
found the best effects produced byapplyiug 
the nitrate of silver wound the inflamed 
part; it has prevented the inflammation 
front spreading. It was had recourse to in 
this case iu tliis manner:—A sort of ribbou 
of the nitrate of silver was made around it, 
and the a fleet ion did uot pass beyond that 
ribbon. A slick of the nitrate of silver was 
wetted and rubbed to about the breadth of on 
inch nud a half, all around the inflamed part, 
giving .something like the oppesrance of the 
river 1 Lames in the maps of London, and 
the erysipelas was arrested ; it never went 
beyond that mark. 

1 have wen a curious circumstance take 
place in two or throe owes where ibis ap¬ 
plication was not made perfectly—wheie 
there was not perfect continuation, but a 
little portion of ihe skin was left untouched. 
The erysipelas found its way through the 
aperture, through the breach occasioned by 
the want of coutiuuity in the application 
of the nitrate of silver, and upread os it 
would have done almost os if no nitrate of 
silver had been applied. 

It is a very* curious circumstance, that the 
nitrate of silver has this property much 
noire than noy other Application. A blis¬ 
ter will sometimes have the tame effect, | 
hut it is not always to be depended upon.! 
Mr. Higgiubotiom'i book deserves your 
t perusal. 

This case is worth your notice, for the 
disease would undoubtedly have spread, and 
the man ifould, in ull probability, have died 
had it not been for this application. The 
mwt was much debilitated, and he had the 


sulphate ofqtmuiie in large and frcqiuMf 
dooefl; strong beef-toa, and every descrip¬ 
tion of nourish meet, were administered. 

siaacuaiAL subumstism. 

I shall have no time *t present to dwell 
particularly on the other case* that have 
been presented, but I may 1 mention, that 
there was a case of mercurial rheumatism 
presented which gave way under the exhi¬ 
bition of mercury. When rheumatism comes 
on during or soon after the exhibition of mer¬ 
cury, the best way to get rid of it for the 
moat part is to give mercury again. 

SPASMODIC COUGH. 

I may mention a case of spasmodic cough 
in a young man who died through being 
seized with peripueumony. He came iu 
with a spasmodic cough, which had for 
some time been treated sntiplilogisticslly in 
vain. I know that in many cases of that 
description, where there is no disease in 
the lungs, nor pain, nor rattle, but simply 
a violent, tearing, noisy cough, coming on 
in suddeu fits, and withoat expectoration. 
Iron lias a great effect, and 1 have cured 
many such cases with different preparations 
of iron. This case was yielding rapidly to 
it, when the door of the ward was unfortu¬ 
nately set open cnc day after my visit, to 
ventilate the ward, during the severe frost, 
and when 1 saw him he was actually dyiug! * 

I’A RALYSIS ACilTAXS. 

There was a case of chronic bronchitis 
also presented among the men, nnd one of 
caries of the pelvic boues in a boy. But 1 
wish just to men lion before we part, the case 
of paralysis ugitans, which I spoke of in the 
first lecture this season, and which went out 
last week, 1 am sorry to say, wo better than 
when the patient came in. * j gave bim iron 
freely, but it failed. He was freely and 
regularly electrified, but iu vain, and the 
roid shower hath was had recourse to with 
no more success. lie said that the iron had 
liberated him from the pain in the head 
which he had before ho began that medi¬ 
cine, and the iron bad made him stronger, 
but certainly he shook just is much at laat os' 
lie did before. His right band and tongue 
trembled as much as ever. 

It is a curious thing thnt St. Ulus's dance 
is a disease that will yield in a very marked 
manner to the exhibition of iron, aud that t 
was first led to know this by giving the 
carbonate of iron in a case of paralysis ugi- 
taus with complete Success, after it hod 
proved intractable to every other means. 
Thinking that paralysis agituns nnd tit. 


* *V»# any inquest held on this unforUuute 
Cicaturv, and k hot wu* tlir verdict .* 
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Vitus's dance were very much alike, I gave 
the remedy in chore*, end cured e large 
number of cates, but 1 hare never since 
been able to cure a case of paralysis agitans, 
though 1 have had five or six cases of the 
disease, and given the carbonate of iron very 
freely. I believe the reason is, that in pa¬ 
ralysis agitans the disease depends generally 
upon a structural change—that the nervous 
system is iu a state of organic disease ; and 
when that is the case, you cannot expect any 
relief to be produced by such remedies. 1 
am aware of ouly one disaedion in such a 
| case, and that is related by the late Mr. 
' Parkinson, in which lie said, that many of 
the nerves had become indurated like ten¬ 
dons, the medulla obiongata and pons varolii 
were graatly condensed. 1 have no doubt 
that if other cases were examined, un organic 
change would also be found. 


PSORIASIS, LSt'RA, LEUCORRWEA, 5cc. 

A woman was presented who had been ad¬ 
mitted in October, and her ense was one of 
considerable interest. Her disease had exist¬ 
ed some years, and was an intense psoriasis, 
affecting many parts, but tlio forearms and 
hands universally. Her Acrid ached, and she 
was drowsy. 1 bled her repeatedly, und the 
blood was often buffed. She Look diluted 
sulphuric acid three times u day; at nrst 
20 minims, and gradually more and more 
till the dose was 1(H). She was kept to low 
diet. Though she had been ill maay years, 
she Boon recovered, and when she went out, 
had no longer psoriasis, but a slight degree 
of distinct lepra: only, however, a few 
■pots iu the hack of the fore-arm, which she 
did not consider sufficient to make it worth 
her while to stay longer iu the hospital. 

Two esaes of lepra were also presented, 
marked by dark redness of the spots, and 
an ulcer, in one case, of the tongue, in Hie 
other, of the throat. They were easily cured 
with mercury. A case of leucorrbeca, in 
which an injection of nitrate of silver had 
been very beneficial; and a case of acute 
phrenitis, which some would have called 
fever, hut which soon yielded to local bleed • 
ing, mercury, and low diet, were presented 
at the same time. 

The patients admitted on the olb were 
four women and seven men; the former 
labouring under gsstrslgia, btcmateiuesis, 
rheumatism,and syphilitic nodes; the latter 
under pericarditis, inflammatory hesdsch 
after a blow, three under rheumatism, one 
under syphilitic lepra and lichen, and one 
wider syphilitic pains. 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Jan, 22,1831. 

Tub members of the medical profession, 
whether of the English, Irish, or Scotch* 
Colleges, of tho English, Irish, or Scotch 
Universities, of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Medical Companies, must not for a moment 
forget that we have of late entered very 
minutely und diffusely into the discussion of 
medical wis-legislation and abuses, with a 
view to their immediate und permanent re¬ 
moval. Medicine has too long been dis¬ 
tracted by contradictory ami illiberal laws, 
and the rights of the members have been 
abridged by nearly a!! those men of station 
who liuve professed to be influenced in their 
conduct by the desire of securing the wel¬ 
fare of the profession and the health of tho 
community. The empty pretensions, how¬ 
ever, of the would-bo patriots have been 
fully exposed, and our persecuted brethren 
ate now instructed that there is no hope of 
redemption, but from that which is founded 
ujkiu their knowledge and exertions. When 
wo recollect that the members of the medi¬ 
cal profession constitute ono of the most 
numerous, and by far the most learned, body 
of men in the United Kingdom, every other 
feeling merges to amazement on beholding 
their care-worn, degraded, and miserable 
position. While they have been underiat* 
ingly exercising their faculties in order to 
lenseu the miseries and Buffering* of others, 
they have betrayed a shameful indiflVreucw 
to their own wants, and to tho necessities of 
their contemporaries. With the vast influ¬ 
ence they must possets amongst all ranks 
'of society, it is quite clear that nothing but 
the most culpable inactivity could have left 
turd teal men, at tho present advanced era, 
so disgustingly prostrate before their impo¬ 
tent oppressors, The medical Colleges and 
Comp units are the peat-house* of tit pro¬ 
fession. This hu long been known ; yet iu 
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no instance has the pro few ion come forward 
os a body, as an assemblage of intelligent 
men, determined to rid themselves of the 
cankers which knd been preying upon their 
vitals, to effect their annihilation, or even 
their partial overthrow. The foundation of 
these institutions is so rotten, and the 
moons hitherto adopted for their support, 
have been so corrupt, that they would fall, 
never to rise again, before a single well- 
directed impulse of public opinion. If the 
members of the profession had not breathed 
the foul air generated by collegiate impuri¬ 
ties ; if they had not been most foolishly 
taught to yield a slavish obedience, and 
to view with submissive respect, the self- 
Appointed dispensers of medical law and 
patronage, they would long since have been 
freed from the galling shackles of their thral¬ 
dom. YoLTAincbaa said truly, that men who 
have been long inured to the darkness of 
slavery, are the last to seek to obtain, or to 
enjoy when they have obtained it, the light 
mid blessings of liberty. Strong, powerful, 
masculine minds,at oi.ee shrink back, flushed 
with ra^e and indignation, on beholding the 
tyranny of our Colleges, and the hideous ef¬ 
fects of corporate misrule. Hence it is, that 
the well informed portion of the public,men 
of liberality and learning, are shocked and in¬ 
dignant beyond expression, at the exposure 
of those abuses which have been commu¬ 
nicated to the public within the lost few 
years,—abuses, however, to which the 
numbers of the profession hive tamely sub¬ 
mitted during many successive generations. 
The fact that the colleges have never, in 
any otic in8tiir.ee, added to the stores of our 
knowledge, have never contributed by any 
well-known act of theirown, to advance the 
interests of science, to enlarge the privi¬ 
lege* of their brethren, or to extend the 
boundaries of hmnan research, must, with 
all liberal minds, decide their character, and 
point at once to the motives by which their 
whole cAnducl has been actuated. Rot thus 
it ever has been and ever will be, where 


“ the few” have the power to domineer over 
“tire many.” Irresponsible to those for 
whom they legislate, they seek only to 
minister to their own appetites for aggran¬ 
disement. Public benefit is not for a mo¬ 
ment considered. Worse still. From their 
being in possession of ill-acquired wealth, 
they hold in their own hands the perfidious 
means of debauching, of apostatising, those 
minds which from lime to ^time may have 
discovered and denounced the cruel results 
of corporate tyranny and xnis-govemment. 
The power of the whole of the colleges in 
this respect is appalling, and the manner in 
which it baa at once been exercised and sub¬ 
mitted to, cuts a abode upon the whole of the 
human character—induces ns to look with 
hatred and contempt upon all monopolists, 
with feelings of deep suspicion, upon the 
exertions of every self-dubbed patriot. 

Of all the monsters, of all the abandoned 
and, stony-hearted creatures, that wear the 
human form, or infest society, there are none 
to equal in black ingratitude and treacherous 
debasement, those men who, to live upon the 
fruits of corruption, turn their backs upon a 
n just and noble cause. At once the be¬ 
trayers of their friends end the submissive 
tools of knavery, they are the bitterest ene- 
mies of human kind. They are spies, trai¬ 
tors, villains. Whenever these tergirersa- 
tors are detected and exposed, to withhold 
punishment is to participate in their guilt. 

■ Public indignation, Like the lightning's 
! flash, should scare the heartless wretches, 

■ should mark them out as guilty offenders 
; against Goo and man, and blight their every 

• hope of enjoyment, even amidst the fasci- 
| naiing and sumptuous allurements of cdle- 
| giate banquets. It must be confessed, that 
i that if the heart of t man have not the power 
i to resist temptations proffered by indivi* 
| duals whom he knows to be dishonest, the 
| cause from which be may have withdrawn 
; loses but little from the absence of his head, 
j Without firmness in justice, however, he 

• msy be steady in iniquity, and cany with 
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liberal mind must aferipk from it in disgust, 
with what horror natal the humane and in. 
telligwu practitioner reflect upon ita conse¬ 
quences ! The poor patients! Alas for the 
unfortunate patient* *. A, B, orC, is not 
made a hospital surgeon because he has aig* 
mint'd lumself in the practice of hia pro- 
fossilm , because he is remarkable for his 
knowledge of the principles or surgery; 
bet ante he is noted fur kindm ia of diapo- 
aition, punctuality, or industry,—but be¬ 
cause he happens to have been the appren. 
lice of 1), F„ or F, a surgeon of thu bospitul. 
His rompetancy for the office ia not it all 
germain to the question, Suoh a thing is 
never considered: it ia not relevant, With 
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ia the beholders, by the suddenness with 
which it is accomplished. 

* Now we would inquire of the opponents 
of reform and innovation, whether it be 
possible that a system like this can endure 
much longer, to the extreme injury of the 
, public, and to the annoyance and insult of 
the whole profession 1 Is it possible that 
amidst the “ revolutionary” changes which 
have been recently' effected by knowledge, 
by the mere force of enlightened opinion 
directed against institutions which have 
been guarded by thousands of hired assas¬ 
sins—is it possible, we say, that amidst 
the delightful conversions from corruption 
to purity which have of late, in so many 
parts of Europe, enraptured the intelligent 
and liberal-minded,' that this base and 
noxious system of favouritism, misrule, ami 
nepotism, can long remain unchanged, un¬ 
broken, in the metropolis of a country cele¬ 
brated throughout the world for the genius 
and learning of her philosophers 1 

Will any man deny that the whole fabric 
of medical government ought to undergo an 
immediate and radical change ?—That the 
lights of the members should be protected 1 
—That the offices of truBt und emolument 
should be bestowed on the most deserving, 
and that where there is equality of talent, 
there should bo equality of l uivii.tot anil 
ntu 1 . Again and again we say, then, 
Prepare for the establishment of a Nr.w 
College —an institution through which no 
breath must be wafted save that of liberality, j 
Disfigured by no privileged “ orders,” its 
doors will be epeu to all. Wo unto those, 
whose aristocratic conceit ami blindnesB 
may prevent them from discovering the 
portico! | 


The Russian Choi.era. —Magnesia and 
a cataplasm of bay seeds, have cured the 
cholera at Smolensko. Nicholas, before the 
Polish revolt, told the five great powers, 
that no soldier should pass his frontier with¬ 
out their leave. Where is now the despot’s 
promise 1 


MEDICAL GOVERNMENT AND 
EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 

To the Editor of Thf. Lancet. 

Sir,—A ccording to promise, I propose 
to poiut out the advantages and disadvan¬ 
tages of the system of surgical education by 
apprenticeship in this country. In order to 
remove an impression which might prove 
injurious to the discussion, that 1 am preju¬ 
diced iu favour of this system, I must in¬ 
form you that I am not at nil indebted to it, 
but, on the contrary, should be materially 
served by its total abolition. On my own 
exertions, and the more valuable exertions 
of my colleague, depends the income which 
I derive from loathing anatomy; and if it 
can be shown that there exists nny law, ar¬ 
rangement, or plan, which gives us an unfair 
advantage over the youngest and leusl- 
uoticud competitor in the same field, we are 
ready to surrender it. We 03 k only to par¬ 
ticipate) in common rights, and spurn tin; 
prop or aid of monopoly or usurpation. 

The undefined and scsrcely-tangihle ob¬ 
jections to this system are Jirst to be dealt 
with; the principle upon which it is esta¬ 
blished is next to be consideied ; then the 
practical results ; and, finally, the reason of 
its adoption by the Irish College expluined. 

1 find in a tirade called an introductory 
lecture, mid published “ at request of 
friends,” the following effusion. “ It is, 
however, deeply to be regretted, that the 
members ol‘ the’College of Surgeons in Ire¬ 
land, in seeking for u new charter, do not 
seize this favourable opportunity of raising 
t Ac mselves to the grade U'hirh ting ought, to 
hold in soviet*/, by annulling the unneces¬ 
sary and disparaging; appendage of ap¬ 
prenticeships altogether, the only remaining 
budge that marks die degradation to which 
the most useful of all professions was re¬ 
duced in ignorant and h&U-civilizod times:" 
and again, he would improve the system of 
education, “ by raiaiug surgery above the 
rank or trade of a handicraft,” and much 
more of the same kind of stuff. This is utter 
nonsense; I would call it folly, did 1 not 
know that there was a method in the mad¬ 
ness,—a shrewd burfering of empty pruiso 
for solid pudding. If the orator meant to 
assert that the apprenticed surgical pupil is 
degraded iu his own estimation, or in the 
estimation of others, or to insinuate that the 
members of the Irish College, thus educated, 
hold a rank in society inferior to any other 
class of medical practitioners, be asserted 
and insinuated whut no one believes. 1 un¬ 
derstand the lawyers suy that the execution 
of the indenture of apprenticeship involves 
the forfeiture of heraldry ; if this be so, well 
tuay the candidate for the honours of surgi- 
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eal aristocracy denounce the system which 
authorizes the herald’s officer to expunge 
the towering crest and emblazoned eacliut- 
cheon from the coach pnnnel, or the enquire 
from the double wore and hot-pressed title- 
page. It is certainly true that the compact 
between the teacher and pupil is perfected 
and legalized by the usual law-trumpery 
paper, an indeuture, hut it is equally true 
. that the covenants are all nugatory and ridi¬ 
culous, except that which binds the master 
to instruct his pupil, or causes him to be 
taught or instructed, in return for the fee of 
one hundred and fifty guineas. In proof of 
this, I may ask the resigning patriot whether 
lie ever felt inclined to carry into effect the 
words of the indenture, by teaching his ap¬ 
prentices their trade with due correction, or 
took much trouble to amend their marrying, 
play*going, or gambling propensities. I 
repeat it, that no degradation of profes¬ 
sional character whatsoever has followed 
from the adoption of the system of educa¬ 
tion by apprenticeship. 

In the name notable introductory lecture 
to a course on anatomy and ’physiology. 


source of knowledge which the institutions 
of the country afford ; and the question now 
at issue is, whether this desirable object is 
as attainable by the service of an appren¬ 
ticeship as by any other plan; premising 
that, in the present anomalous and rotten 
condition of the institutions wlrich regulate 
mpdical and surgical education in these 
countries, this great object can be only 
partially attained. In uo case does tlicap-; 
prenticeship secure to the pupil unlimited 
admission.to every Bource of knowledge; 
but in many cases the sources thrown open 
are of greut value, and in most cases the 
opportunities of acquiring information are 
very good j the comparative advantage to 
the pupil must, however, depend upon the 
choice be has made of a master. The lios- 
Jpital surgeon may afford peculiar advantages 
in his department, the anatomical teacher 
in his, and the young man without these 
resources supplies the deficiency by per¬ 
sona! diligent attention to the details of bis 
pupils' education. Upon this difference as 
to opportunities is founded the present 
practice in Dublin with respect to appren- 


luckilv the only specimen oi our author's 1 tices. The hospital surgeon of high pro- 
proficiency in this branch of science, L also ‘ fcseional character gives his apprentice the 
Ibid the following ; speaking of the assist- 1 advantage of bis extensive practice, public 
nnce which the master affords the pupil in nnd private, but beyond that the pupil must 
after life, "and how is this patronage ac-jtake caro of himself; the younger surgeon 
qnired ! lly a bribe in the shape of an op-. destitute of these advantages, secures to bis 
prentice-fee, for .which, under the present j pupil the means of acquiring information, 
system, the seniors of the profession en- j by paying for his admission to hospitals and 
gage to oveilook and discountenance merit, j lectures. I hate beard the high-minded and 


however pre-eminent, in all who have not 
purchnseil this favour by a timely douceur .” 
And who writes this ! The most greedy 
scrambler ufter those very bribes and dou¬ 
ceurs ; the man who, previous to writing 
this, pocketed six thousand guineas by the 


public-spirited denouncer of bribes and 
douceurs to whom 1 have so often alluded, 
declaim against the latter ns a system of 
petty fogging. In his vocabulary, pettv- 
fagsring 1 su.spe.ct means underselling, trade- 
spoiling, and his stern virtue is alarmed for 


trade, and miicc that time, fifteen hundred■the man who, having received an huudivd- 
nvire, ami who to this very moment watches | anil-fifty guineas from his pupil, is affor- 
for his dole with intense and jealous'ward so unprincipled ns to disburse bjw 
anxiety. Hut such is the quackery of the j tiou of so sacred n fund for the good of that 

pupil, notwithstanding that he is bound by 
tho indenture to “ instruct his apprentice, 
or cause Lira to ho taught and instructed.” 
-Vow it appears to me that this plan, 
idoptod by the younger members of the 
profession as the only one by which they 
could be enabled to participate ill the ad- 
vnutnges which must otherwise be engrossed 
by those circumstanced as our introductory 
lecturer, will prove highly advantageous to 
the interests of the students, and, conse¬ 
quently, of the school. It settles at once, 
practically, the real nature of the compact 
between the parties. The pupil pays and 
the russter educates. The successful issue of 
the arrangement must, however, depend 
upou the honest execution of the compact: 
the pupil reposes a confidence in the master, 
which must not be betrayed. 1 have di¬ 
gressed from the point at issue j it is, whe- 


duy ; the thief with his Jiund in your pocket, 
descants on the immoral tendency of disho¬ 
nest practices; the sot in the temperance 
society hiccups forth orations against drunk- 
enness; the charlatan heads his fulsome ad¬ 
vertisement, " Quackery is the death oil 
thousandsand the virtuous master of fifty I 
apprentices weeps over the depravity of 
surgeons who tuke bribes in the shape of 
apprentice fees. 

I proceed now to consider, whether there 
is nny-lhiug iu the nature of the system of 
education by apprenticeship, which entitles 
it to a fair and candid consideration, with 
other plans adopted or suggested for pro¬ 
viding the community with properly-edu¬ 
cated practitioners. The first great’requi> 
site lb wards the attainment of a perfect 
system of surgical education, is the un¬ 
limited admission of the student to every 



m DtrttKz ar IraStts itaHcAt Ai*i>fcXitWc*»frM. : 


tWr«datul<tt*f A*«tad«»to ilnuoona* tdlUM It* 'foil #&?{,£ 

of praAutad koowWInt. ii » .tumiM. I b»»e now below ».. » •ctied.,1. a»<tine 
>yA« UM>unda|i u Igr «Hb«t .lining fcrtb A. aombor an<l nature of the certiS- 
pun. Ilin thorn that At pupil Mteiproduced hfrm hundred candidatei 

i Wltd, Iran Ae n.ture of lilt compact With tt Ale period; of Ae«> 1 tat that eighty 
Vm autttt, to recoiet inetrantion, «04 1 ihowt* tertiSotWe Ofhoeplttl tltenilaoe. ftii 
' WatWt let! that tin* tjueoi and nature of (about #jt yean taofc, alii tilt remaining 

iHof.a.tiinaa mate tan ■MM.Iisif IA tWPnfW ftM duUll fitaaa aaaevila •!.* 


ktcd that the extent and nature of j afoot ' 


by a& appeal to facta, that this instruction oat y taro or two year# mi! a half. The true 
has been afforded, and that th* evocation of auto of the case i« this. 1*h« sons of ciil*e,i# 
the Iriah apprentices has been much more apprenticed to fcotpitd’turgoofia In the city 
i rxteiuive than that required by any College attend their hospitals during the entire p«. 
of Surgeons in these kingdom#. . Hod of their apptenticesMpfj with interval* 

The introductory lecturer, of New York of salutary relaxation which somnitn* # 
and Berlin celebrity, with a degree of truth might, in leas agreeable language, he d«> 
■nil caudour truly characteristic, in «|»eak- scribed aa id tone** ; pupil* '.from the coun- 
iug of surgical education in Dublin, previ- try apprenticed in Dublin, attend at least 
ous to (lie alteration in the College ( barter, every winter season, and often one or two 
aays, that die charter enacted «• that no per- j summer aenama.—di* apprentices of the *ur- 
aon shall he admitted to an examination, tgcons of county infirmaries, remain with 
who ha* not served an apprenticeship to a their masters m the country for four or live 
regularly educated surgeon \ and this u the _• rears, and afterward attend' the classes and 
only tnt of qualification demanded from the hospitals in Dublin far two or more, am) a 
pupil by tint corporation charter. Ala at- capital education that is. The apprentice* 
tendance upon lectures; no attendance upon of Dublin surgeons who are not attached to 
hospitals ; no dissections are required, by hospitals, generally attend for five season* 
the framers of this wise sample of !cgi»la- or three years. Uy reference to the same 
lion.** The professor of anatomy nmFehi- schedule, I find that the dissection* and hi- 
rurgery in Trinity College, made a similar tendance on anatomical and Surgical lecture# 
statement be lore a committee of the Douse have corresponded with tbs hospital mt«n- 
of Common*; him I forgive; he knew dance, being, at an average, from three to 
nothing of the matter; but the other,— fire years; in fact, when die pupil is in 
" mark how a plain tale will put this fellow town, he i# generally employed in the h -s- 
down.” ]n 1781, when the charier was pita! nr disset.ting -mow. Of in attendance o» 


granted, there was no surgical school in lectures, The education Was, however, de- 
Dublin, nor wm there any other mode of fective in other blanches; certificates were 
education than that by apprenticed,ip ; not always produced f<»r attendance ou Ire* 
subsequent!)', after the school was esta- .tures on chemistry, materia toed tea. practice 
hlishcd, it was not f >untl necessary to itjriet ’of medicine, midwifery, or medical jurispru- 
upon exercises, the pupil# were under the donee: this has since been remedied, mul the 
eye* of their masters, and had hospital prac ; candidate mu»t now produce at least one cor- 
tice, diaaectiona, and lectures ml libitum at tificate for each of these subjects, 
a very trifling expense, and availed them- Now reader,if you b« a candid reader, 
selves ot these advantages; they wanted scrutinise this atfttwOentj and contrast it 
to lcaru surgery, and they learned it with* with that of tlie introductory lecturer, “ that 
out compulsion. In later years, when pu- the college required no attend am: u on W- 

f iila multiplied, and education became a lures, hospital*, or diaieetion#," and know 
iterative employment, restriction* were ; that he was cognisant of these fact!*, aad In- 
imposed, and pupils finding neglect of miliar with the practice,—having sat on th« 
business economical, relaxed in diligence, ( court of examiners for jmrhups ten long 
The charter gave no power to correct thi* year*. Yet doe# he thus libel an institution 
evil; g.i far the statement of the patient is; the honour and dignity of which be had 
literally true; but the College adopted a, sworn to maintain. Also, let me a*k whe* 
plan which answered the purjiOie must j ther the ay stem of education by apprentice* 
effectually. j ship, is the disgraceful, reprehensible, in- 

They aaid to the student, “ Sir, it is lru» j clfleieM. and destructive contrivance which 
that we cannot refuse you bo examination ■ it has been descrilied, or whether it ia not 
according to the provision* of the charier! mi titled to a trial in that seal** which i hope 
if you have served an apprenticeship, hut j to aee, sooner or later, set up to determine 
you will do well to afford us some additional< the comparative weight and value of the 
proof of your diligence and opportunities." different plans adopted or suggeated for pro- 
The consequence was, the candidate for let* riding lor the community properly educated 
ter* testimonial laid all hi# certificates be- medical practitioners. Let it not be #np- 
fore the court of examiner#, and custom cs* posed that I would wiah to s»*e this system 



RECOVERY AFTER1OF MAJtfAT ST. GEORGE'S* Afl 

adiJptedeitclMlvelyjontheeoGtTsiy, Ikftowfment the feteil* excitement gradually *ub- 
fhst ii« exdoeive adoption baa bran, and *iM»»ad as be we* proceeding well, nothing 
would be, attended with injurious ctraee- wai done to the wound tilt the twelfth day. 
queued*. I bare jrrt Id ihew, at greater The dressings werb than removed in the 
length, lta advantage* and diandeantagea, aoat cautioa# inaiiner, atid I discovered that 
and to exhibit the results which hhee fol- the pattioa of brain wfcieir had protruded 
lowed the adoption of the system iu (hi* bod akmghed away, aid ttd atouglitnghad 
dountry. 1 have also to contrast this mode extended considerably within lb* cranium, 
of education with the more usual one of call- - The wound wa* dressed With fltapto cerate, 
ing for certificates, and to prove the false* and n poultice, placed tt««t it, produced a 
hood of the calumnious insinuations, that discharge so copious as to require dtewiiog 
the College bad, for filthy .lucre, extended twice a day, when small portion of brain 
indulgence to pupils educated by sppren- were seen floating in the discharge. He 
tieeship, to the prejudice of those educated waf now put on a more generous diet, and 
in a different Winner, which 1 propose to do the sulphate of quinine was given tlireu 


in my nest coawnmiicaiipn. 

. An. J. 
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COMPOUND FRACTURE 

OF THJi 

C RAN1UM, 

Brcompankd with Hernia Cerebri, aud ex¬ 
tensive Shushing of the Substance of the 
Brum,—Recovery. 

By W. J . \V i.st, Esq., Surgeon, Tonbridge. 

Mas-h.ii I’ahkeh, a young gentleman aged 
14 years, w as, on the 10 th of February 1330, 
thrown from a horse, nnd received n» exten¬ 
sive fracture of the right side ot the skull 
over the coronal suture. He wua stunued 
by the fall, but soon recovered sufficiently 
to walk some distance. On examining the 
Wound, I found an irregular opening of the 
size of u dollar, through which tlu* brain aud 
membranes protruded, in quantity equal to 
the size of a pullet’s egg ; the latter were 
ruptured and the brain was soattered about; 
some hemorrhage ensued, which was nlhiwed 
lb to go on, as he had rallied from the imme¬ 
diate effects of the injury. The bine was! 
so much comminuted that part was lost, ami 
several portions were driveu into the sub-1 
stance of the brain; some of these were ini -1 
mediately n-moted, and the wound wnsj 
dressed in the simplest manner, with lint j 
soaked in blood, without the slightest pres- i 
sure being u»ed, or any attempt mude to re¬ 
place or remove the protrnded brain. He 
was partly insensible ; tlfa pupils were di¬ 
lated, the pulse wus slownr than natural, nnd 
there was frequent vomiting, which con¬ 
tinued for twenty-four hours. On the fol¬ 
lowing day, the 1*1 (h, he had slight pain in 
the head, and fever; pula- 1 90; mo-etensi 
* ble. A dose of calomel nnd jalap had been j 
given the night before, and this was now 
followed up with saline aperients aud anti- 
moniais, spirit lotiou was constantly ap¬ 
plied to the head, and the antiphlogistic re* 
guuen strictly adhered to. Under this treat* 


umes a day. 1 he wound in a ahort time 
assumed a healthy appearance, sod began to 
granulate ; several small portions of bone 
exfoliated from time to time; and at the ex¬ 
piration of between four and five months 
the wound was completely healed. 

11 kmaims.-— 1 consider this case interest¬ 
ing as showing how large a portion of brain 
(at least ten or twelve drachms) may be lost 
without thp slightest derangement or inter¬ 
ruption to the faculties pf the mind ; nearly 
l a year has now elapsed since the occurrence 
! of the injury ; the young gentleman is able 
| to attend to his studies, and both in mind 
; and body is as well as he was before the 
i accident. 

j Tonbridge, Jsu. IMh, 1831. 


OI'EK.lT ION »OU f-HL’KAT. HERNIA AT 
81, OKU Itlifc'ti H OS I'll A L. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—H aving furnished yon with tbs re¬ 
port of the case of Sarult Smith, 1 beg to 
state with reference to the letter of Mr. 
Smith, which appealed in the last Livcrx, 
ibat. that account was correct in every par¬ 
ticular. except that 1 stated Air. Smith hud 
recommended the woman to go to the hos¬ 
pital on Saturday, when as his own letter 
states that he did not give this adrice to the 
poor woman until Sunday evening. Mr,. 
Smith ought to bi-ur iu mind, that my re¬ 
port contained a statement only of the wo¬ 
man's case while she was in the hospital; and 
l can again assure both Mr. Smith aud your 
readers, that there was no vomitiug from 
the time she was admitted until alter the 
operation; neither was there any tenseness, 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 

Tut ReroRTXE. 

St. George’s Hospital, Jsn. 19th, 1831. 
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CAvmt tOMtrasrafia. 

To the Editor of Tm Lahcxt. 

&rm—Although I Lav* read «ve ry Nam* 
Wc of your «sirilrnt periodical, 1 do not 
ramliwt that you have ow attudod to a 
peculiar class of interloper# who designate 
ihomrwlrf towstUtrs, and who infest foor* 
particularly th« county ofXAoeoln. 

When an accident happens. « surgeon ia 
sent fur on the spur of the moment, who os* 
amines the limb, and perhaps finds the in* 
jury to be nothing more thou a severe con* 
'fusion or sprain, and accordingly orders 
leeches, evaporating lotions, kc>; hut in 
the course of n few days the surgeon is 
surprised to find that hi* patient Las de¬ 
camped and gone to consult a hone-setter, 
when he is sure to be told, if the. injury 
occurred to the fore arm, that the t/tlmlev 
bone, or the main bone, broken ; or if it 
is the lap which low received an injury, 
then the hock is sure to be out. No matter 
wliat the nature of the disease or injury, ! 
thiwe sagacious animals are sum to discover 
a fracture or dislocation ; for if they fail to 
do this, thm- la no feu for them t» receive. ; 

The first thing a person applying to a 1 
bonc-fu tter is told, is, that .Mr. so-and-so 
has treated the case very improperly, ami 
that if it were not for the ignorance, of sur¬ 
geons ami apothecarim, Uon«-setters would ■ 
have cotiiing to do. lu fad it is customary 
with them to give an opposite opinion to 
auv regularly-educated m-dical practitioner, 
and the annoyance which th.* general prac-; 
titioner experiences iu conscqueuce, may 
be easily imagined. 

Patients frequently take up th**ir abode 
with hone-setters for several weeks, or ns 
long as they can be persuaded to remain 
with them, to b« rubbed w ith green oils; 
and many paupers, when they meet with 
accident'-, are sent to bone-setters, by ordt-i 
of their respec tive parishes. 

The truth is, ia some parts of Lincoln¬ 
shire, bone-s' ttin/, a* it is called, is almost 
monopolized by the aforesaid individuals; 
and so iafatuaied aro the lower, and eruu 
some of the higher classes, that they seem to 
think that surgeons can know nothing about 
the nature and treatment of fraotuies and 
dislocations; however, it is impossible to 
convince them to the contrary. They con¬ 
sider bone-setting quite, a separate depart¬ 
ment, with which surgeons ought to have 
nothing to do! 

Sir Astley Cooper in his Treatise on Dis¬ 
locations and Fractures of the Joints (p. IP, 
edit. <>), speaks of bone-setters iu the follow¬ 
ing terms:— 

*' A child was brought to me from one. of 
the counties north of London, for whom re¬ 
peated extension* had been made by one of 
those people colled bane-settert, but who 


ought rather to bo called dislocotort, for a 
supposed dislocation of Hisbip-joini. Upon 
examination, 1 found the case to be that 
disesso ef (be hip which ia so common in 
children; and for this only was a child 
wantonly eaoosed to a most painful exten- 
•ton. That lathis enlightened country men 
without education should be suffered with 
impunity to degrade a stoat useful profes¬ 
sion, sod tottwe those who have thn folly 
or the simplicity to apply to them, is a dis¬ 
grace to our laws that call* loudly for pre- 
vaation.” ' 

Here 1 may mention the names of some * 
of the most notorious bone-setters, vis. - 
Mason of Coningaby, who attends Sleaford 
market ; p!d Roads of Mareliam, who was 
lormerly a butcher , and Trolly, who Urns in 
the wolds and attends Boston market. 

Cases similar to the above ure of almost 
every-day occurrence, and yet the council 
of the < allege of Suigeons does not make 
the slightest effort to remedy the evil. \\ by 
is the surgical the only profession wif-ru- 
tected by lata ! H«»w much longer nr« Ins 
Majesty s subjects to be butchered * 1 do 
not exaggerate when I assert that there ia f 
not a medical man of respectability iu the 
extrusive county of Lincoln, who would not 
gladly sign a petition to obtain an »t t of 
Parliament to p'ohibit unqualified persons 
practising surgery, for the college charter 
protects neither tin* profession nor the nub¬ 
ile from the injurious effects of surgical 
empiricism. 

1 remain, Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer, 

On*>. ovnnt. Anmiyeh, 


SIR Otrr.bRT DLARii’s «OLI» Ml DAL. 

7’o the Editor of Tut Lanckt. 

Sin,—There is no man who entertains 
a higher respect for the ubove talented 
physician than myselC and I feel pride anil 
exultation that tlie naval medical service 
has produced so bright an ornament ns the 
philosopher, the man, and the physician. 
Sir Gilbert Hlanr. His seal for science in 
general, his regard for the naval service of 
Ills country, 1 know to he unbounded , but 
“ v> err is human and l am sorry to viy 
that i think this distinguished man ha* done 
so with regard to his gold medal, which is 
to he awarded on tbo 12th of August, 18.lt, 
to tboao two naval surgeons, oi asaintiinta 
acting as surgeons, who shall produce the 
best journals of practice kept during the 
three preceding years; such award to lie 
made afterwards every two years. (TWc Ad¬ 
miralty Circular of the 7th of May, 1830, 
addressed to the modical officers of the. royal 
navy, in Murray's Navy tut for October 
list). 




ml KftOWLE8*S 

Now,Mr. Editor, any nun knowing bow, 
And for wbat purpose, the nival surgeon’s 
“ Fair Journal ’’ is got up, most smile at the 
above proposal to test bis abilities. 

It pleased * the wisdom of our ancestors ” 
of furasr naval medical boards (and our 
present medical commissioners being good 
and thorough-paoed Scotchmen like notTn- 
norstiona, and have therefore kept up the 
“ gude custom”), that the naval surgeon on 
pissing liia “ sunual account’’should trans¬ 
mit a journal of bis praotiee, at one of the 
necessary documents for enabling him to 
obtain the usual certificate that he had fur¬ 
nished all things needful required of biin 
by his instructions. 

Mr. Editor, I crave your patience a little, 
wlule l enter upou some dry details, which 
1 consider necessary to elucidate nndatrength- 
en the force of my objections. The surgeon 
# of one of his Majesty’s ships is required to 
keep a “ Rough Journal.” This, of course, 
he will do for his own information, and as a 
hook of reference, and the notes are gene¬ 
rally made by ono of his assistants under his 
dictation. He is required, when any dis¬ 
ease of an epidemic, or even suspicious, 
nature, shall appear in the ship, to fully re¬ 
port tin* same with his observations there¬ 
on, anil the mode of treaimeui adopted, to 
the Hoard. In case of any death happening 
on board the ship, he is in like manner to 
send a detailed statement of the case, the 
treatment pursued, anil the appearances on 
dissection. He is to keep u daily “nick 
iookj' with the date of entry, name, age. 
quality, disease or wound, time put olf the 
list, ami how disposed of, of every roan he 
shall see cause to excuse from duty, which 
book lie is to present to the captain every 
morning, and a true copy of which he for¬ 
wards annually to the Hoard, as one of the 
documents necessary to obtain the certifi¬ 
cate to enable hiiu to receive the balance of 
liis pay. And now to the point. He savs. 
“ 1 must have this d—— d nonsensical 
f Fair Journal;' I have reported every case 
worth relating to the Board, in my monthly 
1 Nosological Returnsand now 1 must 
copy off a farrago of catarrhs, gonorrhoeas, 
puouinonius, and rheumatisms, which no 
tyro would tiiko the trouble to peruse, or 1 
cannot gi t my arrears of pay and down 
ho sets; to copy—what t ilia notes! no 
such thing; be takes up his daily 11 Sick 
Hook,” of which 1 have before spoken, und 
lie fiiuls, •* Doc. 31, 11128, J. Tbompsou, 
at tit. 33, ah. catarrhal; Jan. 8, 1829, dis¬ 
charged to duty.” This is a nice short case, 
and suits him to a T. Catarrh has such and 
such symptoms, ami the treatment is so and 
so, and on he passes to another and another, 
and thus in a few hours finishes the required 
document, not from facts, but from imagina¬ 
tion, well knowing that before tlic gold 
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medal business, it was ten to one if the 
journal wia ever looked at, except by the 
pasting clerk to see that it was the proper 
document required by the rules of office. 
Again, what guarantee have the commis¬ 
sioners, tbit the iountd wss even written 
by the surgeon whose Mlfte it bears ; for 
very often, indeed, it is not written by him, 
the surgeon having hitherto looked upon his 
“ Fair Journd” as something tffce a custom¬ 
house oath, that would neither do him' good 
nor harm, but which he ** mast have.'’ If 
the Admiralty are really serious in sup¬ 
porting Sir Gilbert Blane’s proposal to cause 
a spirit of emulation among the surgeons of 
the navy, in the compilation of their M Fair 
Journals/'— if, 1 say, they are really anxi¬ 
ous to do this, honestly and impartially 
(and I doubt them not), let them amend 
: their resolution, and give notice that jour- 
iuals from the 1st of January, 1831, are 
those to be examined for the gold medal ; 
and that the surgeon w ill ho required to cer- 
; tifv upon his honour, that the subject matter 
of’ the journal is entirely his own, unaided 
and unassisted hv any other person. 

How easy, Mr. Editor, under the exist¬ 
ing regulation, fur a stupid fellow to say to 
his talented friend, *• It 1 could get this 
, gold medal it would serve me much ; I wish 
;)ou would write up my journal in your best 
style, and 1 must bo certain of it.” 

Under any circumstances 1 much doubt 
the utility or advantage of the said medal. 
Perhaps the man who has the best tact itt 
practice is a bad descriptive writer, and 
it is at the bed-side that he shines. 1 think 
the criterion after all, as to the surgeon best 
entitled, should be the ratio of mortality 
shown by his journal or annual returns, 
rather thau his descriptive powers in relat¬ 
ing o case. Then would the man of sound 
practice nud discrimination triumph over 
the theorist oud florid author, and the re¬ 
ward of the industrious and talented writer 
fall with double lustre on the deserving 
purties. 

1 am, Sir, yours obediently, 

An Oil) N AVAL SCttCEON. 

Dec. 1830. 


DEFENCE OF TIIL TREATMENT OF A 
CASE OF Ttl‘lll'3. 

To the Editor of The Lancxt. 

Sir,—A s your valuable pages are always 
open tn freedom of discussion, I have ven¬ 
tured to send you for publication the follow¬ 
ing staleraeut'of a case which occurred in 
uiy practice a short time since. In the ob¬ 
servations about to be submitted to you, i 
disclaim all personal feeling ; nor should I 
have deemed it incumbent upon me to soli- 
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cit your attention to the sulyuct, had not 
assertions been recently and publicly .made, 
tending to affect my professional character. 

Case. —On Sunday tlie 29th August, 
about aeveu o’clock in the evening, I was 
seat for to Mr. Geo. Spnrkea, who had been 
ill, uuderihe care of Mr. William Addison 
of this place, for some time. The moment 1 
aaw him, it struck me he was in articulo 
mortis, evidently sinking in the last stage 
of typhus, and I expressed myself to thut 
effect, vis , thut he was beyond all human 
urt to restore. The symptoms were these:— 
complete state of collapse, quite insensi¬ 
ble ; pupils diluted to thoir full extent; cold 
perspiration ; irregular distribution of heat 
in the extremities; subsultus tendinum; 
pulse 50, intermitting and feeble ; tongue 
perfectly black and horny; teeth crusted 
over, and the power of deglutition nearly 
gone. On elevating the eye-lids, 1 found the 
eye had lost nil sfindlnlity to light ami 
touch. The mode of treatment that sug¬ 
gested itself to me at this advanced period 
of the disease (in order to uphold what 
little of the vital spark remained), was the 
administration ot wine, cordials, blisters, 
warm applications to the feet, and etberial 
lotion to the head. Notwithstanding my 
anxious and strenuous efforts to restore hint, 
he gradually sunk, and expired on Tuesday 
morning, about thirty-four hours front the 
commencement of my attendance. Mr. Ad¬ 
dison considered that leeches were proper j 
at ibis critical stage of the disease ; and i 
actually' upon my arrival, there were nine or! 
ten upon the temples; nty ideas weie cer- 1 
taiuly not in unison with his upon the oc-! 
casiou ; 1 considered the lime had gone by 
fur their application ; the excitement pro¬ 
duced by the disease had not been subdued 
by »»n early depletion, the consequence was, 
inflammatory action, congestion, and subse-! 
quent effusion. Notwithstanding symptoms 
presented themselves that appeared to me 
declaratory of the latter affection, Mr. Ad- 
disou expressed himself perfectly sat is tie cl: 
that it was Bangui neons apoplexy, and thut . 
bis brain (to use liia own or similar words) 1 
was suffused with blood. Under this im¬ 
pression he calW an inquest to ascertain if 
the means l had used litul not facilitated the 
death of the putieul: the result of the ex¬ 
amination was both interesting and satisfac- 
torytomo; the brain was nearly divested 
of blood, and nssumed a character diametri¬ 
cally opposite to that which he had antici¬ 
pated. 

Itupectio Cadavcris. —Wm. Clark, M.I). 
Prof, of An at. to the L’niv, of Cambridge, 
was the gentleman appointed to inspect the I 
body. Thu evidence given by him at the* / 
inquest was as followsI 


•• I this day (Sept, l) examined the body 
of deceased. The oavity of tbe abdomen : 
found hia bowels and stomach nearly empty 
of all fluid and solid matter, but a good deal 
distended with uir; the coals of the sto¬ 
mach and bowels of a higher colour than 
uaturui, and the calibre of the intestines, in 
many places, considerably diminished; an 
intussusception of one part of tbe bow?!, 
of about three inches, without adhesion to 
the parts ; the vessels of the intestines much 
loaded with blood, as were also his splenic 
veins ; there were three gall-stones in gall¬ 
bladder, larger than a bean; liver healthy. 
Cavity of the thorax: the lungs were sound, 
except that they adhered to the pericar¬ 
dium in some places; the pericardium con¬ 
tained half an ounce of fluid; the heart un¬ 
usually large, and the right aide of it con¬ 
tained very little blond, the blood appear¬ 
ing to have been collected iu largo veius. 
Cavity of the cranium: veins of the dura 
mater turgid; the second arachnoid was 
altered iu colour and texture, was thick and 
tough, and of a milky nppearnuce, and con¬ 
tained beneath it, as it passed from one con¬ 
volution yf the cerebrum to another, a serous 
deposit. The substance of the hmin was 
natural in consistence. I thiuk the arteries 
were, when you made a section of the sub¬ 
stance ot the’brain, somewhat more distend¬ 
ed with blood than is, in my opinion, natu¬ 
ral ; there was fluid in tiro ventricles to tbe 
amount of an mince and a half, as near us 
i can gut-ns. Cerebellum was s mud, but 
on its surface the sumo milky appearance 
as of the ururhnoid. From these appear¬ 
ances, 1 conclude that the patient Inhumed 
under fever, of which ho died, or its con¬ 
sequences. Undoubtedly the thickening of 
the arachnoid membrane was the conso- 
quence of inflammation, the effusion of the 
serous fluid was the means by which na¬ 
ture relieved the vessels unnaturally con¬ 
gested, and the ‘ gfiusion upon the sur¬ 
face and into the Cavities of the brain, is 
sufficient to account for the symptoms de¬ 
tailed, ami also tit* death of (lie patient. 
The intussusception was caused by irrita¬ 
bility of the muscular coat of tbe intestines, 
and did not appear to me to have any-thing 
to do with tlio death of the putient; deceased 
died clearly from natural causes. 1 should 
say, no one can judge of the treatment of a 
case of fever who has not seen it himself 
in its progress. T should say, that when the 
patient was declining I should cease bleed¬ 
ing; when active inflammation prevailed T 
conceive bleeding would be adopted ; there 
was one stage of the illness when bleeding 
was necessary.” 

1 hog leBve to state, that the two respect¬ 
able practitioners called in on iny behalf, 
perfectly coincided with mo iu sentiment 
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upon tli« nature of the malady and the plan 
of treatment 1 adopted. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
E. L. Knowles, Surgeon.* 
Scliam, Cambridgeshire, 

Sept, 15, 1C:JO. 

%* The above communication, as will be 
supposed by the date, was forwarded to us 
some months since, at which time, as the 
esse did not present any particular features 
of interest, we did not feel called upon to 
insert it, but we have since been informed 
by Mr. Knowles, that his professional repu- 
putation has been placed in jeopuidy by 
charges of mistreatment; and as the case 
was made the subject of judicial {inquiry, 
and as Mr. Knowles appears to think the 
publication of this letter will clear him qf 
the imputation, we cheerfully aflbrd space 
for it.- Ed. L. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— If you find the following extract 
from Dugdale’s Monasticon, relative to St. 
Thomas's Hospital, of sufficient interest, you 
will oblige me by inserting it. Yours, &c. 

John P-e. 

st. thomas's hospital. 

“ Manning has given the following list 
of the Principals of this College, whom lie 
calls masters or wardens, priors or rectors 
“ Amici us, 15 Job. a.ik 1*214.—Adam de 
Merlon, 19 Hen. III., 1235.—Thomas de 
Codehutn, 53 and 3bHen. 111.—Fulcher, 45 
Hen.111.—Adam ——. Richard de Uykeles- 
wude resigned in 1*205.—Richard do ilulnr, 
el. 1295 ; he occurs again in 1317.—Stephen 
de Byk«-leswade,13l7 ; he occurs in 1321.-— 
William de Stnoion, 1333 and 1312.—Wal¬ 
ter de Merlawe. iu 1350 and 1351.—John 
de Bradewyu or Bradeway, 153G.—Henry 
Yairesley, 1361 ; he died in 1ST7.—William 
de Wolford el. 1377.—Thomas Goday was 
npp. by the Bishop 13 Deo., 1381; he died 
17 Dec. 139-2.—Henry Grygge or Brygge, 
alias Clerk, 1;> Jan., 1393.—Henry Reed el. 
10 July, 1114.— Nicholas BoheJund el. 1427. 
—William Crosse el. 1447.—William Reele, 
3 July, 14711.—John Burnham npp. by the 
Bishop, 22 Nov., 1437.— Richard Richurd- 
son el. 26 Nov., 1501.—Richard Mabbetc, 
22 May, 1328 ; he was the lost master. The 
names of William de Crege, John Chaloner, 

Robert-, appear oraong the masters 

of the hospital, but without date/’ 

The following extract shows the value of 
the hospitul at the seizure of the church 
property by Henry the Eighth 

“ Abstract of Valor Ecclesiusticus, 26 
lien, vlii.—Hospitals Sancti Thomiv Mar- 
tyjra in Southwark. 


575 

Com. Sorr. £ *. rf. 


Southwark. Redd' et ten’ ..*46 12 0 
Southwark in c«mpo St.Georgii 3 Ki 8 
Oxford et Chalford 2 0 0 

Dorafold.. .. 14 0 

Bodley, Lam by et af . 7 6 8 

Hedrowe ..... 0 3 8 

Camerwell.. 3 0 0 

Myohame et Wymbleton..3 6 8 

Katerhsm atCLaldon ...... 1 0 0 

Saudon; Manner’ red’ .... 3 10 2 

Ascher . 0 10 11 

Claygate .. 0 12 4 

Long Ditton et Taylwortli .. 0 5 3 

Chesiugdon . 0 17 4 

Kingoston super Tkamisiam.. 16 1 

Weston. 1 7 3§ 

Thainys Ditton .. 0 0 6 

Apse . 0 1 10 

llarsham .... 0 14 7& 

Walton super Thamis ...... 0 4 0 

Penge. 0 1 6 

Bodley. Bose’ . 0 10 0 

Sandon. Bose' . 0 10 O 

Katerbam. Bose’ . 0 )0 0 

Ascher. Rector 5 ...... 9 18 g 

Southwark. Rector S. Thom. 

Mart. 9 0 0 

London. Redd' et ten’ .... 37 16 1 

Wastin' .. 0 4 O 

Com.’ Leic. 

Foston—Terr . 4 0 0 

Com’ Kane’. 

Clyff Redd’et firm’ ...... 0 13 4 

Depford. I 16 8 

Com* Bucks’. 

Goosham. Redd’ oasis’ et .. 0 10 0 

Runner Manner’. 2 13 4 

Marlowe Redd’et ten* .... () 6 8 

Buruer Bose' . 0 10 0 


£ 346 19 9 


8T. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

At a full Meeting of the Pupils of the Ana¬ 
tomical Class of St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
held iu the Demonstrating Theatre, Jan. 
15th, 1631, 

Mr. Wjl. Inc (.is Ferrah, in the Chair, 

Jt was proposed by Mr. Wm. Clark, se¬ 
conded by Mr. Hodges, and carried unani¬ 
mously, that— 

" We, the undersigned Pupils of the 
Anatomical Class of St. Thomas a Hospital, 
who hare dissected and attended demonstra¬ 
tions during the present season, do most 
distinctly deny the charges brought against 
the Demonstrators, in Tux Lancet of this 
day, and do express our great satisfaction at 
the zeal and altentiou of the Demonstrators, 
during the present season.” 

J. Y. Hasiie ; 1. R. King; I. A. Ram¬ 
sey ; U. Bury j M. B. Collins j B. M, Brad- 
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ford; W.Sotoliff; I. HoapUrji; If. Wm- 
urafth, R,K;Rotwrtt; iota Miteh.il ; 
.1 olio Craaoh; Fnsni Bermolt; E. B. Mod- 
bant} Bdw. BadgM ; Goo. Strong; T.J. 
BtUtOio.Todd j Geo. Tumor; K. Duke* j 
W.IMby; Hntrjr Hull} Sdwwd Gridin 
(fooo. Cdokotley ; Chi*. Humphry*; iota 

mm* i r. f. r«*.* nj**mw*r 

Tm£s ; W*. Mamott; ^a. Claris J. 
West ; II. L. Weddell ; Ar. Huttnjtoa ; 
H.T. Peilowv*; Fred.Sfctnj; I. W. 

K. I*. Parker; H.C. Day; E. Yoong t H, 
Spoil; Thos. Ward ; John S««*le; C. A. 
Cros*well; F. W. Brooks ; Kobt. Hick*; 
B. Crompton j Hobt, Mitchell; !i. S. Wall: 
Janie* Dixon; F. C. Howard ; William 
Wyatt; 1.1). Smart•, A. A. Brett; E. T. 
Hudder; 1. B. Martin; C. Trustram. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

Li: PR A VI LOARIS. 

In No. 37i ofthi* Journal (Oct. 9ib), we 
related the case of Thomas Marigold, who 
was admitted ou the y ithof September with 
lepra vulgaris of “ sixteen year/ duration.” 
lie has uow left the hospital cured, aud we 
proceed to give the progress of the case 
Irani the date c*f our last report. 

Oct. 0. The skin covering the entire sur¬ 
face of the It>iiy appears very much in¬ 
flamed, and he says it feels very hard, pain¬ 
ful, and hot. He is better niter taking the 
bath, but the improvement lasts only a few 
hours. Iiums are somewhat sorer. Con¬ 
tinue the mercury ; lit Aim hat e n war in- 
bit/h erert/ other night, and use tu-ice a tint? 
a lotion composed of two parts if lime * 
v alet with one of olive ml. 

!•>. The skin is muili less inflamed, per¬ 
fectly soft, and motion is not productive of 
pain. He siates that, on the evening of the 
1 -th. he omitted using the lotion, and that 
on the following duv the skin, paiticularly at 
the flexures of the joints, was hard, dry, atu! 
painful, and the least motion caused it to 
crack and bleed rather freely. Since we 
last saw him, the eruption on the forehead 
and sculp has increased considerably. He 
has continued the mercury, but his gums 
are now perfectly we'd. Take, the blue pill 
three times a dap, and continue the lotion 
uml hath, and let him have his fund shaved. 

‘■il. The same in every respect, (juntiaue 
the same treatment, anil take an ounce 
oral /.i half of the decoction if dulcamara 
three turns u day. j 

■Nov.The eruption has increased. The- ( 
spots on the arms and thighs have coalesced,; 
and the akin now resemble* that which covers 
the trunk. About the wrists and anclefl, 
however, the spots me at some distance 
from each other, and strictly circular. His 
general health is good, aud his bowels per. 


fectly regular. Tk« lotion afford* a tempo* 
rary relief, but in a few hour* the *fais M 
bard and painful u aver. Gums not sore. 
Ordered, to continue the hath and decoction, 
to take ten grains of blue pill thro* times 
a dap, and to not the lotion, except to the 
left mm, tchifhi* tobednmd with the fat- 
lowing cerate twice a day, 

& mm. 

Olwwolel^ skngulortim li&ram dim,- 
V diam. 

Ccraflamt, 

templastri plnmbi, tingulor, uncial 
yuatuor. 

10. The akin of the am, which has been 
dressed with the hooey feme, i*.perfectly 
natural, wiih the exception of it* bviug a little 
red. The eruption on the other part* of the 
( Bady is the same. The mercury bus not 
; produced the slightest effect on the system, 
j Discontinue the lotion, apply the rcrate all 
■over the body tuner a day, ami continue the 
| vthn' medicines , and the hath. 

| Jfo. Skiu soft and cool, but c -vered with 
. small white scales. Mouth not sore. /).*• 
continue the meieury and decoction of ,inl- 
caMara, and take m dXmvM composed of 
o $rrup‘eof tar, half «* ounce >,f mucilage, 
and an ounce of wait r, twice a day. Con¬ 
tinue the crate, and have a warm-bath 
J once a wrcli only, 

t Dec. 4. Im:'ioving fast, hrt the draught 
■ contain a ha fa dine km of tar instead of a 
•i si# a pie, awi continue the same treatment. 
j Jan. h. i he sliu over the whole body bn* 
resumed its natural appcaranco, and not the 
; slightest vestige of lepra remains. Ho says 
: he is as well as he ever was iu his lu>. 

! Has now kit the hospital. 


TO CORKESPONDEM-S. 

ZpvTO-wv. Length wT .Hvvio doe* not in any 
wav -.iilt-i i tin- question. would nut be mu fur 
him tu pr^i ik iivMMd*’ *i an a|H>theciu> , an<t in 
■!i.|.cn»c ttie prewrfi. iif tfuaJiy-auUinritail 
jibs jiiuie-; but, being « member in the t.\illeoc «.l 
Sniytot,*. lu nUy atleint an<t irn w riln- for pm'imt* 
wilt,.till dread itf Uilerferenre from the Apolbr- 
tune*’(:■-[»• puny. 

Sfnliotm. Reck**. 

1'he Society of Apothecnrieh ii not . mpowrreit In 
loinfit l oudeiilH to reply l« «|ur»it->n» in iiildwifery, 
ami tney ran only liemaivd remiit-;•!«•» irhniu,. i» 
the eUtuulioh ol «n npoihrmiy. Ir ha> Ih-i-h »i« - 
i lilefl that mid* ifrrjy j» a branch of . 

Mr. Itnhcrt Whiu-U* i. informed ilmi tin ImmA- 
♦ethn hau- told him lllui which Montrui-, ami that 
ujhmi hi, tltieniilg any irirnd lorall atTlia t.AMM.r 
Other witli full jriinic.ilau id rhv nuiubir* hi: wauu, 
he may iinmrdiaudy obtain them. 

Mr. flobiimi'a pjprr next at-eb. 

An pomij tu the Old l/utn. Mo. They have 
only power in enter the aIiojmi of apollieeariei. The 
fdi v~i(.i.tn- would mil aih.wr Him i-mriil isi ((iemli 
to bp f(i,.ir>ird. An ehi-miatt tl" not |f* iH-tally jire- 
Miribp, tii<- h-i'ul-.iturc wiwly r«lisid*'ied ltint thev 
were ild p|y inti>rette-i in hot hi'< |n«K .ululu-r.nvd 
ill ui:j. :«wd r|ii: in >« uU. r 

The can- of fracture accompanied with delirium 


tratioiaiimn., .it St, Ocvrge’a iluspitftl, shall Kiu- 
xerud bcxi week. 
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! , I were employed in this case Use, and though 


Dublin Medical Transaction *; a Strict of 
Papers by Members of the Association of 
Fellows and lAcentiates of the King’s 
and Queen's College in Ireland. New 
Series. Yol. I., Pari 1. Dublin : J, M. 
Leckie. lBaO. 8vo. pp. 383. 

Ai though the volume before us is not, 
perhaps, equal ia importance to some of its 
predecessors, its contents are still, for the 
most part, of considerable interest, and de¬ 
serve a long uotice. We shall not, how¬ 
ever, attempt an analysis of the whole, bttt 
shall select those articles which willf.oba- 
hiv be most acceptable to our com¬ 

mencing with two cases by Dr. Collins, of— 
LACtrumos or Tint vueru> am.' vagina. 

lu the firm case, the patient, wlat. i7», 
the mother or two children, was, when ad¬ 
mitted into the hospital, “ in a vtrv debili¬ 
tated state, with a feeble quick pulse, ghastly 
countenance, expressive of much anxiety, 
it was evident she had suffered some meat 
serious injury, and, from the symptoms 
presnii, rupture of the vagina or uterus w as 
too apparent.” The child, which wasdesui, 
had its arm protruded from the vagina as 
far as the dhow, aud its position was such 
as to preclude all possibility of turning; 
tlie thorax being, therefore, perforated and 
broken down, and the breech brought dowu 
with th.i crotdu t, its removal was effected 
without the lea:-t difticuliy, and an exteu- 
hvi* hir.eimiun was then found at the junc¬ 
tion of flic cervix uteri with the vagina 
po»ti-rioily. 

in the second enso, the woman was X 
and in labour with her sixth child. The 
* accident occurred, after her admissiuu into 
the hospital, very unexpectedly, and when 
the head of ih% child seemed on the point 
of being expelled. Immediate delivery 
being necessary, the perforator aud crotchet 
No. 387. 


'* the uterus assisted strongly in expelling 
the child and placenta, on introducing the 
hand into the vagina afterwards, a most 
extensive laceration was found ut the junc¬ 
tion of the cervix uteri with the vagina an¬ 
teriorly , and the intestines had fallen through 
the opening into the vagina.” The treat- 
m. i ycaa nearly the saby in both cases, 
andSJjgtfed : 5 r t b -; rtTP'r'ui adaptation of the 
edgejOftfT' the wound, the application of 
bribes to the abdomen in considerable mmi- 
! hers, and at short intervals fomentations and 
| warm bath; a strong dose of calomel nnd 
j jalap at first, aud afterwards gentle but fre- 
! qwntlv-repe&ted laxatives, which latter Dr. 
i Collins considers of i;reat importance in such 
cases. In both patients the tenderness of 
' the abdomen, ami most of the other unfa- 
| vourable symptoms, subsided ou the fourth 
; day, and the first was discharged cured ou 
| the the second on the 3‘Jd day after 
! her admission. The result of these cases 
) is highly creditable to the author, for there 
1 can he little doubt that under a loss ener- 
; optic and judicious treatment the accident 
; would have proved fatal, us it in too rntiuy 
j instances has done. 

| Ti i-monav.'. Avovi.kxy.—A paper hy Dr. 

■ Ferguson on the above subject (as the eifu- 
; non of blood into the substance of the lungs 
j was so mew hui inappropriately denmu united 
or l.ueiiiiec} couiaius two cases ol tins dis- 
mue, the one remarkable for the extent of 
the eiVtisiuu and the state of the lungs, the 
other as illustwtiug the value ol the siotbo- 
mope, which we ure happy to say seems to 
be much more generally employed in Dub¬ 
lin than in this metropolis. Doth patients 
had been for some time subject to cluouit; 
bronchitis, accompanied hy great constipa¬ 
tion. In the first, a robust man, ictar. 3<i, 
the principal symptoms were, increase of 
cough, oppression of the chest, and bloody 
V P 
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expect*»tle«; fo. ateftoscope sol having: rd U Ita hate,- and sontUenbly 
kM»«plM, m eery serious diaeaoewaa;hyoedit, wasdestituteof elites mAMm 
H l fW ltymiliK Only WiapteWtibld, ojwAlBt huo ft. ■■ , » Mt .t. ^ . 

i»*fo**tfoitokoeai^abootM>tin ed tv Ji.ii.ctwalla, which. however 
•ffonmda, death betag aa&Wy iodiccd ufo&d to tW rigW frniHplA, .ad iom- 
ky tbs dieotganiaation of foi hppdr Me Of mdkftettd with li by Man, of n 
Ike left luejf aad lb* efmion of abootkbree captUo of athtfuiag tin little linger, formed 
qoatta of blood Into foe canty of the pleura. under foe col ora a* earn* of foe eentriole." 

The leeond patient, > woman, »t»t. M, wit ITba patient, a bop ten rnn old, win li»,’d 
•tucked daring foe night with proto, he for nearly a uffltfo after ldt atlrniwon, had 
noptjm, which eratiooed on foe folt»wio|, been aubjeet to palpitation from birth’ n d 
■I.J, el.ee foe polle TO 110. weak, and waa admitted with aauem of foe who), \ 
■atoll, ood foe Ion Of strength conidenUe, i body, despnore, inability to li, dowa.Jtc.'* f 
end on exantieetioB with the alethwwpe,' Tbn purie vrn l-W, aod irregular; the’sle- 
" foe reapirator? murmur ia the greeter part j fooacopic signs were, a eery land bran ,1, 
of the inferior lobe of left long waa either' cottflet orer the wiiole them, hot loudest 
thaeat or eery feeble; io points, a wellvoter the left eeoiricle, aod o violent j«. 
toarkei rale erepilaat wae heard, aod more i p „l„. ff , tyim ^ in . 
partieolari) arotiad the part where tcepira- *,*, where Bfo llM ** „ ni ',„ aiM( | for 
ttoaiiahaeut; puerile reapnatioit ia the real; m |„„ g , p( .H«l with mll ir( 
of same long, with heavy mueoin rate about, f„, m!1 i„ n „f p,, hurt, ,od ia this respect 
the leading hrouchi. lit foe right, ia apota, i ltKI CM , fa 

foe rale loiwie waa heard.” Fiona them 1 pvotua paper by D. lieatte on • Tor list: 
aigaa lb. Fergaaon concluded, that the dia.j or | v> ,j», 
eaae waa pulmonary apoplexy, either eaiat- »it»* it would eppear that the pcrfcnm 
ing or itamiucar, and treated it be bleeding, 1i. osed much too frequently in Ireland, it 
on acriee purgative, and tartar enteric in t iw unnecessary, however, for ue to notice 
frequent doses. Under fori treatment tliejhia very just argument! againat foil ptac- 
htemoptyiia quickly diminiabed, an that on. tire, a: the ptinciplea which ho advocate, 
the leeond day the apota were only at jure those of tt,e great majority of piatrition- 
times slightly tiuged with blood, and on the Sent io ties country, rery few of whom, we 
4fo the crepitue had entirely ceaacd, and the j ate certain, would think of opening the 
affected aide of the cheat aounded nmrh | brad of a living child, eaecpt where the use 
clearer on peiconion, and her recotery of the forcepa or lercr wrre iondariaaiMe. 
aftcivcarda proceeded itointerroptediy. A|. OosTnatcrAcacoiTMios.—We hare 

though Ik', Frrjuaon lava, |ierb»ps, too lately it,sorted atveiul papers on the atefoo- 
much acres, upon them cure, aa prating the teopic signs ofpreguattcy, and aliliutigh the •?* 
value of foe st.thoarope, we entirely spec authore of these nrticlea are at iuae with 
arith him whoa he aUlaa, that the relatire rrapeot to one Of foe’ligol, the supposed 
force, of the polar, toil that of the heart, us placeutary toormur, vet liter entirely agree 
indicated by this instrument, is a any im- with regard to the oilier, lit, polaations „f 
portent criterion, and one by which weouglit ,| ie feud been. It is ti.erefore ondl.rs to, 
to he eapecially guided to oor treatoieot of , 0 , H „ 0W K Mlldl (j „ K M „ lllluld 
inieroai hamiorrhages. olhrrwise have done uu llu- valuable paper 

A fUTiiaamBCtCaatarHuniM- ,f |J,.Fergoaeo, who atatti hieeoovitlicit 
allot, or mix Heat ia deacrihrd oy Ur. fo„ the polaatiooa of the total heart may 
Crlaipton, Extern ally the right ventricie ahaoxtalwayi he heard alter the Bflli otooili 
waa posited out ta such a toanoer aa lo pro „f ulrro-gMlatioo, that they ram he sin.u- 
aoo; aomewhot of a augar-loaf el,ape ; within |,t,d by other aotmda whaterer, and tint 
foe two ventricle, cottiotonirsled by a do their presence, therefore, is alone a positive 
netency in the septum,aod tho two auricloa ,„d uoeqoleoril sign of pronincy (if 4 
by (he open foraote. orale, the right era. mure than s Uni.tired pregnant w„n.e» whom 
tricle communicai, d a so with foe append* he examined, in one oolv waa he ooabte to 
age or pouch fo.iumg the eiteraal pr„j,c. detect the aotinda in qnertion; and io aererul 
tinn; rite pulmoitary artery slightly ceotrnet. soars which he has related, the pregnancy 
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*» » ntfoltyrtmeMled, tk«lt vMW Mn 
been impOMdW# t6 liar* fiVftn a decided 
opiaion, Whettimitol dtbythe ordinary 
ayroptotoi, and to one iotunoa the attend¬ 
ing |utctiiW**r£« genf&ma* dfgreitiibtUty 
•*4 tone *ip*Hww<U»d sot even atiapected 
Ha existence; yet tbe real nature of rdlYfaeae 
cakea was shown at once by the atMhoacape, 
tbe valve of which wm confirmed by the 
results. We trust, there fore, that those who 
are aeeuatomed to employ this inatrutoent 
in thoracic diseases, will lie induced to ex¬ 
tend its use to a case in which, while the 
other signs are but too often fallacious, the 
detection of the truth is f reqaently of greaf 
importance, especially since it eats be 
employed without the least offence to the 
delicacy of the patient, ami often, indeed, 
without even exciting in her a suspicion cf 
the object of the investigation. 

A Case of Cancer of the Uteiujs, by 
Dr. Beatty, contains nothing very remark¬ 
able, except the circumstance of there hav¬ 
ing been an ulcerated opening between the 
ileum and vagina : the concluding observa¬ 
tions, however, are worth attention, as being 
made (by a practitioner of great experience) 
for the First time. 

44 This cose is in perfect accordance with 
an observation 1 have niHtle tor a great num¬ 
ber of yeurs, that to almost every instance 
where l have been consulted lor cancer of 
the uterus,the disease has arisen in persons 
who, while young, Lad either lost their hus- 


■TrTrzs* F 4- •i*-*cS t#ra, *4* ■ A conMiUttidn 
wiafcdl wit* two physicians of the 
extensive to this kingdom, to 

myntimtoa- 

m ****** a 

hktaihltio^'teiiiiued my report 
audbpllton, and they ooth agreed in terom- 
mending a total separation of beds, as the 
pftto most likely lb prolong i life Which 
toostVccme * ««riftce. r 

41 1 Mentioned the obaeHralton* I had 
made on patients labouring under eanc et of 
tlie uterus, and expressed a hope, that if 
connubial interconrse were restored, the 
progress of the disorder might be arrested. 
The idea was new to them, but they readily 
acceded to n>y proposal. The husband re¬ 
turned to his wife’s bed, and the result was 
the birth Of a healthy child in less than a 
year. 

“ A perfect restoration to health followed, 
which hns continued without interruption, 
though fourteen years have elapsed since 
the child was boru. The lady, from having 
been emaciated and worn oown, recovered 
her flesh and good l&oks, and has mixed 
freely in the upper class of society ever 
since.” 

A ftEMARKABI.F. CaSE OF OVARIAN DIS¬ 
EASE is related by Dr. Montgomery. The 
patient, «ctat. 45, to whom Che disease had 
comrneucfd, about seven years before, by a 
tumour in the right iliac region, sought for 
Emission into the hospital, chiefly on ac¬ 
count of ascites, which, though not very 
considerable, appeared to cause great dis¬ 
tress. She had at the same timo cauliflower 
excrescence from the os uteri, and her 


hands, or separated from them. J do not j countenance strongly indicated the existence 
remember to have met with $u instance ol: 0 f some serious organic disease. On her 
the disease, in which an early interruption 1 
of connubial intercourse had not taken place. 

A remarkable case occurred' 10 rue in 1U14, 


to which 1 acted upon this principle, ami by 
recommend tog a restoration of conjugal 
rights, succeeded in checking the disease. 

“ A Indy ami her husband, after haring 
had children, hud lived very much asunder 
for some years, and at the time 1 have men- 
tinned, 1 was consulted by the lady, in 
whom incipient cancer was now evident. 
She complained of pain and weakness in the 
loins, to great as almost to incapacitate her 
from walking; this was accompanied with 
a sense of bearing down, and a Ivucorrlxvul 
discharge.—Acute pains shot from time 
to lime across the pelvis, and the digestive j 
organs were very much deranged. The os' 
Uteri was found lower in the vagina than is 
nnturul, and presen led a thickened, irregu¬ 
lar, and indurated surlace, pninlul to the 
touch. The upper part of the vagina was 
•lid hord to the feel, and the rugee were j 


death, which occurred about five weeks 
alter her admission, though much temporary 
relief had been afforded by tapping, and by 
the medical treatment, which consisted 
chiefly in the exhibition of diuretics, the 
abdomen was found to contain at least two 
pints of pus, besides the scium with which 
it was distended, and 

44 On turning aside the integuments, a 
very singular nppenmnet- presented itself ; a 
tumour, chiefly composed offiiicrcmibiitiws, 
dividing it into to numerable cells, which, 
with their fluid and transparent contents, 
resembled, at first sight, hydatids; the 
membranous septa dividing tiie ceils woe 
supplied with bleed-vessels of 0 cunrdei- 
iible size running along their ecgw, so ?} nt 
ti e whole tumour premrted a clou ad co¬ 
lour. At its upper and leit pit theie was 
a deep cleft ©r fissuie, into wbuh the open 
bund might be passed without any toicc, 
FT* 
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and when untied down ward*, and toward* j 
rhe right side, it as tend a round Me equal | 
in toe, and nu»h resembling a largo flit • 
wndp i this wm the right ovary which lay j 
just under, and wa* filled with the ware j 
atructore a* the part of the tumour first, 
brought into view. I# fi*cl, it aeemed a* if ; 
the peculiar structure had at first grown in, 
the ovary, which thereby became greatly | 
eularged, until at length tho coat of the; 
ovary had given way, ami out of the fuaure; 
so formed, the morbid growth continued to 
enlarge, turning over the edges of the fissure, 
and covering the front and aides of the ovary 
iu which it had formerly been contained, so 
that the tumour waa iu a great measure 
turned inside out. ----- The tumour 
was of such u siao. that while ita interior 
extremity was in the pelvis, its superior 
border was as high as the ensiform cartilage, 
its tengi'n being twelve lucks, and Us 
breadth nine.” 

The rery valuable and interesting paper 
by l)r. Corrigan, on the Mm joss Axn 
Sot-SDs of Tilt IUajit, we have already 
reviewed at aomo length, in our JWJth Num¬ 
ber.* We cannot, however, refrain from 
again expressing our ojdnion of the justice 
of his conclusions, and our hope that they 
will not be rejected os hasty or ill founded, 
but be cvery-where examined without pre¬ 
judice, and witii the attention which they 
deserve. There is, perhaps, no surer test 
of the truth of u physiological theory, than 
a comparison of it with pathological pheno¬ 
mena : and the more w- reflect upon the 
subject, the more are we disposed to believe 
that the stelhoscopic symptoms of heart 
diseases may ho better explained by the 
new than the old theory of the action and 
rhythm of this organ. A remarkable confir¬ 
mation ( ,f this mar he found iu a case de¬ 
scribed iu the present volume by Dr. Clin¬ 
ton. Iu this case the auricle*, especially 
the left, were considerably dilated and hy¬ 
pertrophied ; the pnrictes of the ventricle* 
were nature], hut the tricuspid, mitral, ami 
aortic valves were more or loss ossified : rii<- 
principal obstruction was, however, at the 
left uuriculo-ventricular opening, which 
was reduced to a small chink, jual large 


• Whits splat;nt> on tbit subject, vc r i!,c Hu; 
opportunity of noticing an imiumitioM wbn.h Ii:m 
lalefy o.inc ff«m tin- pro of l>r. iJupe, uwi ihe 
mii-w of />r. (airiiirxii'i |>*vit, wa* <be j*rod-»f.ioii 
of jjr- Corrigan l>uus«:i. I» u -ulluiMit (<.i u\ in 
mv, that that gentleiuau bat nctc-r writ hi. any 
paper in ttii* joutn*!, tv thick ini name vhu not 
dutiuctly attached. 


enough to admit the blade of a common 
scalpel, while the point of the little-finger 
could be paiud into the aorta. The prin¬ 
cipal llethoicopic i/mptotM were, alow con¬ 
traction of the ventricle*, accompanied by 
loud bellow* sound, end very considerable 
impulse. These symptom* it is difficult to 
explain, according to the generally-received 
theory, but with the aid of Unit now pro¬ 
posed by Dr. Corrigan, they become per¬ 
fectly intelligible. The firet sound (the 
auricular) is naturally lengthened by the 
obstruction to the passage of the blood from 
the auricle into the ventricle. For the 
same reason it is accompanied by the bel¬ 
low* sound, while the increased impulse is 
uccountcd for by the hypertrophy of the 
auricles. With respect to the purpose for 
which we have noticed it, ibia case is espe¬ 
cially valuable, a* king wrilti u without any 
reference to the theory iu question. 

Poi.wtj. of tux Hfiinr.—'Though for¬ 
merly considered a* of frequent occurrence, 
this phiMiuniunOU has bcuu altogether re¬ 
jected a* a disease hr mauy nrei'cm patho¬ 
logists, who have regarded the fibnuous 
concretions so often found in that organ a* 
fwrnunl in everv case either just before or 
alter dmib. and a* incapable then-fun: of 
giving riMi to any mot hid phenomena during 
life, More recently still, the occasional ex- 
: i*t« r.ce oi true polypi or organised growth* 

. within the cavities of the In-ait has been 
I satisfactorily established, but no marked or 
r.onstaut symptoms have liitherlo been de¬ 
scribed, which might be considered as in- 
' dicajive of their presence. This deficiency 
; Dr. Marty bus attempted to supply; and 
1 afti r relating two renierkable cures of the 

• ditf-HSe, has pointed out several symptom* 
j which seem to be utmost peculiar to it; and 
, otic in particular, which, though not noticed, 
'may probably hare existed iu the other 

• similar cm* s on record. In the first of I )r. 
| Marty's patients, a young lady, mint. II, 
; who bad been subject for several year* to 

repeated attack* of chorea, the cardiac alli-c- 
I tion appeared to have commented ubnul 
i four month*before her death, after a violent 
(bright. In the second, a boy, mint. J:i, it 
; was of shorter duration, ami cumc on during 

• the acute stage of m**asles. In both, how- 
I ever, the fatal attuck lasted only eleven day a. 
I Notwithstanding the difference of the cir¬ 
cumstances under which the disease oc« 
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cuffed, the symptoms were, in many re¬ 
spects, the same. In both cases the pulse 
was very frequent but regular, and “ a pe¬ 
culiar thrilling,' whizzing sensation” was 
communicated to tbe finger on touching 
any urtery which could be felt; in both 
there were, constant palpitation, hurried and 
difficult respiration, and icdrmaof face; and, 
contrary to what is observed in almost all 
the other diseases of the heart, the patients 
were to the bet easiest in a horizontal posi¬ 
tion. As they both occurred more than ten 


membraneous layers, as those of the sorts 
were by the polypus-three of tbe carneas 
columns were much enlarged, one of them 
being more than twice the size of a goose- 
quiU." ... 

In the second case, 

" The left ventricle and auricle of the 
heart contained a large and singular poly¬ 
pus, unconnected with any coagulum, aud 
adjuring firmly in some purls, and more 
loosely in others. In the auricle (proj^erly 
so called) it adhered firmly throughout, 
maintaining a perfect union therewith by s 
number of lateral projections, and thence 


years ago, tin' stethoscope was not employ-; descending i„,„ the ventricle hy n long nnd 
i d. The treatment consisted chiefly in : narrow neck, it formed a flat and firm adhe- 
bleeding, purgatives, and digitalis; the | sion to the side of tbe ventricle, throwing 
former always afforded temporary relief. our at tlm same time a band, whereby it 
In the first case, m, opening the body, i *» *«, lupous concretion 

, .... ,• i ?-. i i which loosely occupied the apex and body 

•• li,o pone,,rdmn, eahiblled some little <|f tb( _ r| . mncl a ‘ () „ (Hlde ' d tlrenco into 
nnp, sraice of .nfinmmation^ it conlalm .1^ aorta . The b()d} . ?l - tbe auricubtr , 10 | v . 

■ to the pulmonary 
. portion coutaiiu-d 
j a distinct, dense, and compact clot of blood, 


ehour at* nances of clear serum, without; l>ra „ r j,„, , inl0 
coagnhible lymph. The heart Use!. v(!i aod in its f 

was enlarged, with increase of muscular | ..„i fmn , 


j enveloped therein.” 

The peculiar thrilling of the pulse is re- 


substaitce— the v« sscls on its .surface much ! ^ 
distei de ! ; a small incision effusing a good j v 
d' id ofhluol; ou opeuiug its cnviiics, the j 

following appearances presented themselves j gtt rded by l)r. Ilartv “ as the great d«ag- 
to view:—a distinct polypus ni n whitish; nosl jc s j,* n 0 f the existence of polvpus in 
colour, unconnected with any cuagnlufu. • . , ’ , , . • , r,.. ' . , ,, 

, a.,, ■ , : i. . i .. t • , the heart, or at least in its lelt ventricle, 

nearly filled the right ventricle and auricle,, . . . 

its branches extending into the great v*s-j He adds - however, “ when it does occur, I 
sols, one branch being mote than eight (am disposed to conclude tliat the polypus 
inches in length; the whole polvpus ud- j has entered the great vessels issuing from 
hered ,<o shchttH, m to ho readily drawn j x \ u , hvart, thereby obstructing tbe action of 
nu. by the begets i but a thick membrane-1 aud tbe b „ g ow of , b( , blood ... 

t<us substance of the same colour aunerru > . k , , , , , 

with much firmness to the exftmui, side of J Uf thc * other symptoms he does not venture 
the veninch-penetrating into its ii.t< retires, jt(» speak so decidedly; the perfect ngu- 
uinl by means of both raembnuio and poly-1 larity of the pulse is, however, very remark- 
pus th.- Valves TOt bound down, anti must I ab | r , „ being dirt . c tly opposed to the state- 

have been altogether impeded in their uc- j e . . ^ . , 

.. . . . w , , \ . ■ , . ! ments of most writers on the subject, who 

turn--both auricle and ventricle were c* a,, ... , , - 

vivid colour, and of an inflammatory aspect.; iuve mentioned an irregular pulse as one of 
'I he left ventricle and aorta, however, pre- J the principal symptoms of the disease, 
sented n fsir more singular phenomenon, j A considerable portion of the volume is 
I he veu i ride was divided into two marly j occupied hv an excellent Hr pout of tub 
car,ties by tut adventitious whltiah < Sl „ tEI r , m Ho.m.1 for the rear 
membrane firmly adhering to the internal, . „„ , , , , 

apex, mid to the aides of the ventricle in a ; 1 hu whole . uumber °‘ P alu ' llls ad ’ 

litio nearly parallel to the septum, nnd ter-: milted during this period was ;115S, of 
jiiiiinTing, us it approached the aorta, in a! these, however, a small proportion only 
rounded organised polypus, tapering to a: \\-ero affected with continued fever, which 
point , ...I entering above an inch into the J j, „ uled ,)>«. ,pj demv of 1846. to Wo 
nottu, which communicated very obliquely , „ : , * . 

with tin' vriitticlf—the two ctivitivs ,mo j ,,1 ' c ‘”" e of '“mpttcH'rely rare ocrutrom-o m 
which thovinlrifle was lira. (liviiWd comimi-i Huhlin. The remaimug caaea couaittei of 
nicatej with . ticI. other very- partially, whore ■ other inllammatory tlisvaaea, including rheu- 
* 1 «‘ niemhranee terminated in the rounded! , n atiain. and of intermittent fever, which, 
tmlypou. Concretion. The ..do of the mem- i aft „ buii „ a , mQst diannpered for ahout 
brane tow m ils the left auricle tvns uneven, 1 ° , rr . . 

towards-the aorta wnooth. That nurielc j <vnt 7 became .gam very frequent 

had the same inflammatory appearance as • (succeediug as it were to continued lerer) 
the right, aud its valves were impeded by j m the beginning of 1838, aud only began to 
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decline toward the end of the following 
year. Tlie number of deaths was only V32, 
}o tliat the mortality appears to have been 
leas tlian in any other aimilar institution j 
whatever. The number of .deaths was al- J 
wova in an inverse ratio with that of the 
admissions; the latter were moat numerous 
in April and May, the former in December 
und January. With regard to the nature of 
fever, the author, Dr. O'Brieu, agree* very 
nearly with Dr. Snutbwood Smith; lie di- 
vide*, however, all idiopathic continued fe¬ 
vers into two classes, inflammatory and ty¬ 
phoid : the former including those types in 
which the heart and arteries, the latter those 
in which the brain und nervous system, are j 
primarily and essentially affected. This ’ 
arrangement seems liable to as great objeo- j 
lions as that of Cullon, of which it is only a 
modification, fur, us imbed tho author ad¬ 
mits, nut only will " various intermediate, 
shades of type occur, the allocation of which ; 
to this, or that genua or class, it will be 
difficult to determine but in very many j 
Instance', a fever which, on its corumeuco- j 
meut, may bo considered iis decidedly iu- i 
flainmatorv, will, in a very short time, be-! 
come as decidedly nervous ©» typhoid ; and ■ 
we cauuot agreit with Dr. O’Brien, “ that in ‘ 
every case of typhoid fever,” especially as 
lie includes under this denomination, the 
s\ n ;cha and typhus of Cullen. **■ The pro- ‘ 
minent features of the disease, from first to 1 
last, and the character of its symptoms, ate. ■ 
pervoug, modified by the various degrees of | 
arterial und vascular action by which they \ 
are accompanied.” Of the practical part of ; 
the report, however, it is impossible to{ 
apeak otherwise than in laudatory terms, 
and al:h tugh we do not particularly notice i 
tb« Weil - selected «uid coiici.>ely - related 
cases of fever, we cannot forbear to extract 
from the observations ou them, those re* j 
luting to that particular modification of fe¬ 
ver, which “ proved a false light to M. 
liroiifisais.” Fioiu the casts related, os 
well us many others that have occurred to 
him, l>r. O’Brien concludes, 

“That there exists a primary gastro-entc- 
rite, attended by a fever of a peculiar kind, 
approximating jn some respects to tlie 
typhoid character, like all ini rose phleg¬ 
masia! of the gautro-iutestinal canal, yet 
differing from typhus by seine obvious and 
striking properties.—The following is the 


traiu of symptoms peculiar to this disease, 
viz.:—Pain,uneasiness,and generally fulness 
of the epigastrium, or abdomen, or both ag¬ 
gravated by pressure, and accompanied by 
head ach, nausea, or retching, and, in many 
instances, by frequent vomiting, particular¬ 
ly after the introduction, even of the small¬ 
est quantity of fluid or solid aliment, into 
the stomach. Tho appeal«ure of the tongue 
is peculiar and characteristic ; it is either 
of a vivid or dark-red colour over its entire 
surface, or it is red at the edges and point, 
but covered with a dark-white fur iu the 
centre, through which specks of red are 
occasionally visible ; the centre, however, 
is also frequently brown, or even of a yel¬ 
lowish line, whilst the edges are dark-red, ns 
above described, and the papilla; all over the 
surface unusually prominent; and thin or¬ 
gan, on tlie whole, presents a more striking 
appearance of irritation and sub •inflamma¬ 
tion in this disease than in any' other typo 
of fever. The pulse is usually deficient in 
fulness ; it is small, frequent, and compres¬ 
sible, and approximates more to the typhoid 
thau the synochoid character, it is also 
accompanied by a lower temperature of tho 
skin ; and, in a word, displays none of the 
signs of that strong reaction which marks 
the early stage of aynochus. It is distin¬ 
guished, however, fitna typhus, by the com¬ 
parative mildness of thy cerebral affection ; 
the author ha*-, indeed; Wen frequently sur¬ 
prised at the ofeiirnea* and integrity of the 
intellectual faculties, in the midst of that 
extieme depression of the muscular powers 
which ehi.ractorifctfs this type of fever. This 
disease is alow and gradual iu its access ns 
well as its progress; the patient feels him¬ 
self ill for some time, affected with loss of 
appetite, costive bowels, uneasiness, and 
occasional t witches of pain at tin* epigastrium 
•md in the nbdinicu, which continue until 
the febrile movement is de veloped, when the 
tram of symptom* before described seta in 
with all it# 1 violence. .The progress is also 
remarkably flow, the disease beiug frequent¬ 
ly protracted to the sixth or seventh week 
befowjLonyalesconce takes place. It ia fur¬ 
ther distinguished from typhus by the »!>- 
Solicit of petechia?, n black crust on the 
tongut, or black Monies of the teeth and 
gum*, which the author has never observed 
in any of tho clearly-marked canes of iIuh 
disease be bus witnessed. Tho bowels are 
either constipated, or too relaxed, and occa¬ 
sionally these two states alternately succeed 
each other. The abdomen is tumid, resist¬ 
ing and tender to the touch, when pressure is 
employed externally;—the sleep is uneasy, 
interrupted, ami delirious ; but when awake 
the patient seems to sutler little diminution 
of his intellectual powers. 

"Asa further proof of the real nature of 
this affection, it may be staled that the au- 
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tbor has invariably observed that in propor¬ 
tion as tlit* abdominal symptoms were miti- 
guled nr subdued, the affection of the bead 
and the fob rile symptoms suffered a simul¬ 
taneous mitigation or removal. The colour 
of llu* skin in this disease is commonly one 


Gallic brethren, in conformity to M. Broua- 
saia's principles, wholly reject it from their 
therapeutics of fever, uud regard it almost 
in the light of a poison ; while the patrons 
of tho humoral doctrine look upon it as their 
great resource.—We shall slate, the facts 


of the shades of yellow;—occasionally the furnished by the cases above recorded, in 
tint is deep and dark, ns in the case of Kitts I illustration of this important subject. In 

. ... : ...1 1 . • j- * 


(see the volume), where it approached to u 
lighter shade of mahogany. The intense 
blight-yellow colour of the skin, peculiar to 
jaundice, and, we presume, to yellow fever, 
lias not occurred in this hospital since the 
epidemic fever of 1826; but, from the au¬ 
thor’s recollection of tho cases .which then 
occurred, he is inclined to consider them as 
mollifications of the disease we have been 
considering.” 

We have observed that with regard to the 
nature of fever, the author agrees very near¬ 
ly with Dr.S.Smith. In the treatment, how. 


the three lirst cases of primary gHSiru-ente- 
rite, from two to four ounces of wine worn 
allowed, from about the tenth day of the 
disease to the establishment of convales¬ 
cence. In the fourth case (an exhausted 
old woman), wine was allowed on the sixth 
day after admission, at her own request;— 
after two days, she acknowledged it did her 
more harm than good, and refused to con¬ 
tinue it. In seven cases of typhus, three of 
which were typhus mitior (Boylau, Valeri- 
tinr, and Lowry), and four typhus gravior, 
viz., Farrell, Doyle, Martin, and Brad¬ 
shaw, uc wine, was allowed until the febrile 


ever, he differs from him considerably, For | symptoms Imct tuileretl nn aF»atcmont, that is, 
while the latter recommends copious bleed-; until convalescence hud just commenced; 
ing at the very commencement, or during*)’* 1 a *l these patients appeared to go on as 
the stage of nervous depression, the latter i *’ el1 without it na could have been expect- 

•bstains altogether from lliis mnody during I‘‘ d ’ tai , “ b “" ail °7° d - . Th * fo “ r fa,lJ 
. .. ° . .... . J ° jeasea, whose histones have been given, re¬ 
tire first stage, in winch he slates, jeeived each from six to twelve •unces of 

“That his practice is merely palliative wine on the five days previous to their dis- 
he is satisfied with administering a moderate, solution. They were, of course, extrema 
liiuelic or purgative, enjoining rigid ahsti-j cases of typhus gruvior, but wine seemed to 
«ei»ce and eoiifinemeut to bed ; if possible, ( have no effect iu retarding or preventing the 
u warm hath ; and ho waits a little, until a ( fatal event. The author had always been na 
further development of the disease shall: advocate for a moderate and regulated allow- 
have given a probable insight into its nature ; atice of wine in the last stage of typhoid 
and type. As soon as reaction has com- fever, for, iu the first and second stages its use 
motived, if it be vivid, aud accompanied by j is wholly inadmissible he confesses, liow- 
increased heat, flushed countenance, fre-jever, that his confidence iu it has been 
quent and full pulse, blood-letting is then j shaken by the fucts here adduced. Jt •fi¬ 
n-sorted to. A single venesection of ten or I pears from these facts, that many cases of 
l\v. Ive mimes is nt first practised, and if this j exquisite typhoid fever will recover without 
prove insufficient to reduce the pulse, the j the aid of wiue, and that muny will die, how- 
heat and flush of the skin, and the general;ever large the quantity he in which it may 
excitement, the process is repeated ; but j he administered. The general inference, 
beyond this, unless undyr very peculiar cir- j then, is, that it is either useless or injurious 
cuiuatnnces, the authojriHSdjBm lhiuksit safe jus a remedy. The data, however, it may 

be said, are too few to overturn the results 
of long experience, and, according to die 


to proceed.” 

Except in the gastritic fever he appears 
to place but litile confidence incalomel, em¬ 
ploy iug it only iu very small doses, combined 
with antimonial powder. As our lupus will 
not allow us to notice thereuiaiuiog sections 
on local inflammatory diseases, we shall con¬ 
clude with another extract from that on the 
treatment of fever, relating to o very im¬ 
portant remedy in the loi ter stage of all the 
types of the disease, viz., wine 

” The administration of wiue iu fever has 
been tho subject of various discussions ami 
disputes among physicians, according as its 
effect* appeared to favour or oppose the 
particular theory they advocated. Thus our 


strict rule of induction, that they ought to 
be considered us exceptions restraining the 
conclusion, not overturning it. This is the 
light iu which the author wishes them to be 
considered, ami in which lie regards them 
himself; but it should be well considered 
whether the experience alluded to be uu- 
shackh-d from the prejudices of theory, or 
whether it be guided by a blind adherence 
to a sect or party ; for, in such case, expe- 
r tmceis of no value—it is worse—it con¬ 
firms error. With respect to primary gas- 
iro-entente, the author is more decided in 
his opinion, namely, that wine is seldom ne¬ 
cessary or useful, though the three first cases 
prove that a small quantity may be given 
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with impunity. In the very last or final 
stupe of fever, when death is impending, 
something luOaL he done, some stimulus 
must be given, and we possess none more 
powerful than wino; but, in such cases, the 
author has always found.it unavailing, how¬ 
ever large the quantity administered." 


A Treatise on Fever. By Soirrnwoon 
Smith, M.L). London: Longman, 1U30. 
8vu. pp. 436. 

Citnical Illustrations of Fever. By Ai.fx 
anokrTwi:ki»ii:,M.D. London: Whit¬ 
taker and Co., 1830. Rvo. pp. ‘-M4. 
Memoire sur k Traitement ties Fterres 
Craves ; connuc sous les dem i ses denomi 
nations tk gust ro-entente, dothhienterite. 
See. Par M. Diver. Archives Gen. de 
Medecine. Sept. 1830. 

Dr. Smith commences his treatise by ob¬ 
serving that on his appointment to the oflice 
of physician to the Loudon Fever Hospital, 
he was Expressly tequ-sted to direct hi* 
attention to the. accumulation of facts by 
which the true nature of f ver might be 
ascertained, and to the cautious trial ot re¬ 
medies, by the use of which a more success¬ 
ful plan for the treatment of that disease 
might be established. In pursuance of that 
duly, he lias laid the present work before 
the public, and he proves that on many 
accounts such an effort whs by no means uu- 
mccssarv ; especially from the still hidden 
nature of many circumstances connected 


ordinary physicians when either of these may 
be incapable of attending, and there ia besides 
a medical officer resident in the house. A 
history of each case, containing on account 
of the age, occupation, and residence of the 
patient, together with as full a statement of 
the symptoms of the disease und of the 
order of their succession as cun be obtained, 
ia entered in the journal by the resident 
medical officer. Each of the ordinary phy¬ 
sicians attends daily and enters in hisjoumnl 
n daily report of encli of his own cases. 
The resident medical officer goes round the 
wards twice a day, namely, eurly in the 
morning and lute in the evening, to observe 
if any change requiring attention may have 
taken plate in any patient; and if any such 
change be ob&erred by the nurses during the 
interval between these visits, they are re- 
1 ported to him bv the head nurse without 
| delay ; »H such events, with the modification 
I of treatment they may have inquired, ere 
J entered in the journals. Livery c.ibo that 
| terminates fatally is examined after d-ath, 
•mid nu account of the morbid npjiettninees is 
lentered in a hook kept for die purpose. In 
! this manner, in the progress iff years, a mass 
! iff facts accumulates relating to the statistics, 
|the- types, the symptoms, the causes, the, 
j dia-n-sis, the pathology, and the treatment 
lot Hu- disuse, whether successful or unsuc- 
jcwsfnl, which both on account of the ful- 
| ness and accura-v of dm record, and of the 
! i-Mi nt of the period it embrace*, cannot but 
f bn of great Value.'* 

j The author uext presents us with an in- 
| tcresiing and will-sketched outline of the 
! fit-viral doctrines of fever, whether amient 
; fir modern. I* is unnecessary in accompany 
; him through his notice of tho opinions of 


with tin? origin und propagation of fever, ami j 
the difficulty of discriminating, amongst its } 
multifarious phenomena, which are essential, 
and which are adventitious, and not neces¬ 
sarily present. In the prosecution of this 
inquiry the author considers that he enjoyed 
peculiar and amply sufficient facilities from 
his office of physician to tho Fever Hospital, 
which institution he thus briefly describes : 

“ The Loudon Fever Hospital is capable 
of receiving sixty-two patients: in most 
seasons of the year its wards arc full : often 
there are numerous applications for admis¬ 
sion which enunot be received for want of 
room : there, pass through the. wards from 
six to seven hundred patients uunualiy. 
Two physicians are attached to the institu¬ 
tion, under whose care thejpatientsare placed 
alternately iti the order in which they are 
admitted : there i* one assistant-physic ion, 
whose duty it is to perform the office of the 


the ancient authorities. Of the modern he 
emu incur es with Cullen, and explains the 
theory of debility, of the extreme vessels, 
which this author asserted, and in which 
he has been to a certain extent followed by 
Browne, and still morn recently by Dr. 
Stoker, physician to the Dublin Fever Hos¬ 
pital. Others also, it appears, coincide 
in somo measure with this belief; and seve¬ 
ral, Into writers particularly, consider tho 
fluid* as primarily affected. In opposition 
to this opinion, we find Dr. Clutterhmk, 
who contends that fevers aro oil referable 
to local disease in one organ ; and Brous- 
tuis, who supposes fever to be abstractedly 
“ the result of s primitive or sympathetic 
irritation of the heart, through the effect of 
which its contractions sin quickened, and 
that every irritatiou sufficiently intense to 
| produce fevor, ia inflammation." Dr. Gut- 
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terbuck further asserts the local organ to be 
the brain ; but Broussais contends that the 
primary and essential sent of inflammation 
in fever, is tiie mucous membrane of the 
stomach or intestines, or both. Finally, 
Dr. Smith thus sums up his epitome of the 
rival opinions:— 

“ The prevailing doctrines relative to the 
nature anti seat of lever at present then are 
two, the direct reverse of each other : one, 
that it is a general disease affecting the entire • 
system ; tlmt this affection of the system ? 
consists of debility, which is manifested first. 
in a loss oi energy of the bruin, but which 
rapidly extends to every organ and every 
function, and that consequently the absence 
«/ any primary heal disease, ought still to 
form, as it has so long formed, an essential 
part of the definition ; the other, that it is • 
in the strictest sense u local disease ; that its; 
primary seat is invariably lixed in some- one ; 
organ; (hat the affection itself consists of in*! 
ll animation; and that that inflammation is 
sealed, according to one opinion in the bruin ; 
according to the other ill the stomach, ,1s 
must necessarily be the case, these different 
ami opposite theories are found to have the 
most important iufluence ou the practice re¬ 
commended by their respective authors in 
the treatment of the disease. 1 he advo¬ 
cates of tin* first deprecate all active iuter-! 
fereuce: the graud evil to be* contended j 
with is debility : the pliysi inn can easily j 
weaken, but he cannot easily strengthen : ; 
he can depress to any extent he desires, but * 
In* cannot communicate.power as he wishes.! 
In a malady therefore of which the very < 
essence consists in loss of energy, the main j 
duty* t.f the physician is to husband the j 
strength of the patient with the most auxi-1 
ous care, this being the chief means, as 
( ulleii expressively tanned it, of obviating 
the tendency to dmtth. The impor'.n it in¬ 
ference is, thtti every kfoffiuid every degree 
of depletion that can atfu to the piimary 
causeofthe malady, must he abstained from 
with the utmost caution, Jly the clearest 
and shortest deduction this will necessarily j 
b»* the result to which every mind must 
votue that really believes that debility is tin- 
essence of fever, while he who admits its in- 
ilainmatnry nature must think it criminal to 
stand idle by and allow the must extensive 
derangements in the structure of vital organs 
to proceed, without even au attempt to 
check tlu-m, as long as it is in his power to 
use the lancet or to procure leeches.’' 

Dr. Smith, in the next place, proceeds to 
prove that the several theorists have fallen 
into peculiar errors, which he labours to 
point flut, ami the essenliul nature of which 
he thus describes , 


All the partial and imperfect views of 
fever which have now been brought before 
the eye of the reader, originate in one or 
other of the following errors, obvious as 
they all are: either that of assuming as a 
fact what is merely a conjecture ; or that of 
assigning to the genus what belongs ouly to 
the species j Or that of characterising the 
disease by what appertains only to a stage; 
or that of mistaking the effect for the cause. 
On careful examination, it will appear that 
one or other of these errors, which are as 
serious us they arc palpable, lias vitiated in 
a greater or loss degree every generalization 
of fever that has hitherto been attempted.*’ 

The believers in debility, therefore, ac¬ 
cording to Dr. Smith, are mistaken in as¬ 
signing to all the singes of fercr what is 
ouly true with regard to the first and last, 
and what may be true “ in particular sea¬ 
sons, ilituutes, or constitutions,*' but which 
is false when aflirir.ed generally. The writers 
who refer the disease to a morbid condition 
of the blood, err in arguing positively on 
the premises which have not been proved, 
and iu support oi which they adduce no 
evidence whatever. Lastly, the followers 
of Clntlerlmck and Broussais commit the 
common error of “ assigning to the genus 
what belongs to a particular species;” and 
the latter, moreover, by describing as a 
cause that which should, according to the 
succession of events, be considered as un 
effect. These several errors Dr. Smith pro¬ 
poses to avoid, and he sets out in his study, 
by ascertaining what the precise objects of 
inquiry should be, the common phenomena 
of fever, and the order iu which these phe¬ 
nomena occur. 

“ When these two points have been made 
out, what is essential and wbnt adventi¬ 
tious, ns well as what is the cause mid what 
llie effect, become at once char aud certain. 
Hut the diiliculty lies in discerning amidst 
11lit* infinite diversity and contrariety of 
symptoms which the different modifications 
of fever present, when we may smelt assure 
ourselves that we are in possession of all 
the essential phenomena. Our guide ia tn- 
fariublniess of concurrence, if we cun 
ascertain that a certain number of events tn- 
varixbtif take place iu every form ami every 
degree of fever, these events will give us 
the particular phenomena which are common 
to all the varieties of the disease. If we 
can further ascertain that these events »«- 
j variably concur in a certain order, we shall 
1 have discovered what events bear to each 
[other the relation of cause mid effect. 
And the establishment of this relation of 
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$ connexion with tooli oftiudimw. Vuiou* UtcmpU, Of, SmiiU 
-> «id ■ ilrowi, Intel toes coirUluttlly )>y lli« 

W “* to W 1 "& **W; mm "Mat* ■»<■», to' Mowuh. by'«... 
<Mt*r jrhidi u i* consistent with the nrttiet* , . . r 7 

»)•» oftenwd phila3<H>l>>' to.fan*. If I «W wbuthtto «m»N<n« arr, »„d 
have endeavoured t r -> establish this cuu-.”** waniol success numdant on their efforts 
nexiou, will hart* thus ventured, as | r«*n-'sufficiently winces the difficulty of the task, 
wite, in a strictly philosophical aenstf to Thus, heat was regarded hy Hippocrates as 
propoM a UwoiT.ln doing to Ht»»r car.- ,g„ eM ,. nc „ 0 f f r ,„. .IriVorinc, frc.uc.it 

t.Uy reau.ced itw mem,* to d.- U11<1 u „ , )V lllU 

duct* a legitimate conclusion from tacts pre- 1 1 " . 

viouslr ascertained. it does uot,appt»r to v.ulleu udda ** languor, lassitude, 

me that ihr.se three points, namely, Hie and other sign* of debility, kc., without 
comtnou phenomena. the invanableutaa oT any primary locsUffeciioo. M Hint ull these 
tlisir ctutcurreiiea,and ibtir mutual relation, ,) [6n „; m „ „ e staging p- 

arc 3ul.nfactoT.lv «UrU«.M. ..... ; caunot * denied. Ti.ua, iu a ,1. X 


Whatever be the phenomena of fever. . 

they depend upon certain atutes of the m- mbe 01 f4 ‘ ve, *' > und « > n ' osl ;“»l*o«aut one, 
gaus. W hatever be the noxious agents orthe Jievre nttuiquv of the J reach writers, 
the exciting causes of the disease, and how- the heat seldom or never rises above tho 
ever they operate, they can induce the dss-, n mnral standard, ami is usually for below it. 
cm. duly by bringing about a certain cm.-1, , fBV „ r , „„ , s0 f„ f mu 

diuoo in a certain number 01 organs, the in- ;, , , / • „ 

dividual events constituting the disease being; keiug increased in frequency, is generally 
nothing but certain chauges in these organs, j*duw, irregular, and feeble. Neither does 
It is therefore of paramount importance io| it uofrequently happen, that in these cases 
■sentain what the organs arc which are im-) uo feeling of lassitude exists, and the oidi- 
plicaied ; what the conditions aie which i naf y 0 l) ser vrr would lind few cm'.uuistituces 
are induced nr them; what organ sustains i. , . , . , , ’ , ■ , , 

.be first assault, aud rvh.ru,,gant an, uttacb.! “ ul,i ? } 

ed in succession. The pathology about to j ttri,ll ‘d the disease' fever, except tlieinu*- 
ke laid before the reader will demonstrate j culur twitchings, and the peculiar, mdescrih- 
ibe first tw.» 


1 first tw.» points: the establishment of I able, countenance of the patient. This total 
. last two will be attempted hy an exumi- j fi,n«ro in the construction of a pncise de- 
ion of the history of the cases.’ j rirriti,.,,. Dr. Smith Mtolkn to .... arnxiaona 

""•»» pass to the arcout! cbsj.tor,: ,,f ana!, tic lavestijalion, of which b« 

which is t > be found the most remark- j lrPats as follows 


the 

nation 


ab!«, and, at the i-anu* time, the concluding, 
link of this cliain of assertion. In tins divi¬ 
sion of hia work, the author principally 
notices the varieties of fever and their com¬ 
mon phenomena ; lie enumerates the organs 
always diseased and functions always de¬ 
ranged, and declaring that fever is not in- 
Uainniation, he draws a liuo of demarcation 
between both these slates of disturbance. 
Under the first head he emsorily mentions 
the several diseases which, under various 
denominations, have prevailed in different 
seasons aud countries, aud which present 
such innumerable shades of difference in 
the detail of symptoms and adventitious cir* 
cumsuuces. Nevei tiieles*, in all their di¬ 
versity, they are found to retain such a 
general resemblance, that “ them is no phy¬ 
sician who would not, iu each case, pro¬ 
nounce the disease to be fever.” What¬ 
ever, therefore, are Ur* common phenomena 
on wfiish this resemblance depends, these 
are what constitute tho identity and essence 


14 Without doubt, before it is possible to 
muceed in nny scientific investigation, it is 
necessary to . form o distinct conception of 
the object of inquiry. Fever is nut an en¬ 
tity, lint a being possessing a peculiar na- 
tiirr : and the object of investigating it, is 
not to discover in what such untiU'* ran- 
sibts, or what it constitutes its 

sonce: but fever ifalteries of events, and 
the object of inquiry u to discover what the 
events are j, what the events are that inva¬ 
riably concur io the scries, and in wba< or¬ 
der they consUnily succeed each other. 
When we have discovered this, we have 
ascertained all that wo can ever know of 
what is termed the nature of fever, as it is 
this, and only this, that we can ever know 
of any objector process.” 

Dr. Smith will paTdon us for saying, that 
this entire passage is rank nonsense. What 
disease does not consist of a *' series of 
events V' Those “ events,” of course, con¬ 
stitute the legitimate object of inquiry in 
every instance of disease. Fever, in reality, 
is ue much an “ entity " as any other mft* 
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My; but from its p«eoli»r nituTs,pby*i> 
cisoi have failed to discover it, and conse¬ 
quently to describe it; at least it jfas been 
or such cliQtneleon character, that the hues, 
from the suddenness of their changes, hnvn 
been repeatedly confounded ;—the shadow 
has been mistaken for tho substance; effects 
for causes. 

He next arrives at the most important 
stage of bis iuquiry, and proceeds to exa¬ 
mine what are the events which invariably 
occur in fever, and in what series of succes¬ 


sful the ssnsojial functions * A certain fcvis- 
tioo from the healthy stale in the circnlat- 
% function ; a ceitain deviation from the 
healthy state iti the functions of secretion 
and excretion. A deviation f:otn the healthy 
state in one circle of actions will not pre¬ 
sent the phenomena of fever; alleviation 
from the healthy state in two circles of ac¬ 
tion will not present the phenomena of fever: 
there must he a deviation in the three cir¬ 
cle* before fev*>' cun exist. Such then are 
the common phenomena of fever. But it is 
not the invariable concurrence of a particu¬ 
lar number of events that is alone sufficient 


ai«»n they arise. To this poiut we would j 10 constitute fever: to this must be added 
[MticuMy direct the reader's attention, „ in»ari»blei.eM of concurrence i.i o particular 
. order. As will be t>hown in a proper place, 
it constitutes the pivot oa which the author a j. COTplet9 mli i miisti L„i!ience 

peculiar opinions are balanced. According; Uiat these events do occur in one invsriable 
to the correctness of this position must his;order. Derangement in the functions of 


arguments either stand or fall. j secretion and excretion never comes first in 


" The evidence is as complete as obser¬ 
vation duiiug life and inspection after death 
can make it, that a morbid change does take 
place in a certain number of organs iu every 
case of fever, from the most trivial intermit¬ 
tent to the most alarming continued fever, 
from the mildest plague to the most malig¬ 
nant typhus; that at the two extremes of 
ibis scale, nod iit all the intermediate grada¬ 
tions of it, there are certain oryaus which 
ure always nlfecled, and that the affection in 
nil ia similar. [And yet Ur. Smith says there i 
is no i.m m. j The identity of the organa is 
inferred from the indicatit-ns they give of! 
disordered function during life : the iden¬ 
tity of the nffection i* inferred from the 
similarity of morbid appearances which they j 
exhibit on examinniiou after death. Tin* | 
organs affected are those which constitute j 
the nervous system, those which constitute i 
the circulating system, and those which con j 
stitutc the systems of accretion and cxcre-j 
tion. ’J’he epiuai chord and the braiu ; ihe > 
heart and the arUxi^l^eeiiilly their capil- j 
lary extremities; dre'ai^eUug and the ex- j 
eietiug organs, 'which itt fact sre composed, • 
essentially, of tho capiRury extremities of j 
the arteries; the secreliug and the excret • 
iug extremities of these arteries, especially 
us they terminate in the external skin, and 
in the mucous membranes, which form the 
internal skin, this is Urn chain of diseased 
organs: derangement iii the nervous and sen- 
sorial functions; derangement in the circu¬ 
lating function; derangement in the secret* ry 
and excretory functions; this is the circle of 
morbid actions. There never was a case of 
fever in which all these organs and affections 
wore not more or less in n morbid state: 
there never wus n concurrence of this mor¬ 
bid state, in this complete circle of organs, 
without fever. 'The events which inram- 
% concur in fever, then, are a certain de¬ 
viation from the healthy state in the nervous 


! the series : derangement in the nervous and 
j sensorial functions never comes last in the 
series : derangement in the functiou of the 
circulation never comes either the first or 
the lust in the series, but is always (be 
second in succession. The order of events 
then is fir-t, derangement in the nervous and 
sensorial functions; this is the invariable 
antecedent: secondly, derangement in tho 
circulating function ; ibis is the invariable 
sequent: and thirdly, derangement in the 
secreting and excreting functions; this is 
the lust resell iu the succession of morbid 
changes.” 

The only speculative topic remaining for 
us to consider at present is the opinion en¬ 
tertained by the author on the disputed 
question, whether fever be or he not inflam¬ 
mation, and if it be not, what constitutes tho 
difference between them. In inflammations, 
though many or all of the phenomena be the 
same, yet the order of their occurrence Dr. 
Smith assorts to be invariably different; and 
this, according ro the present state of know¬ 
ledge, hr declares to bo the true and only cri¬ 
terion between both these morbid conditions. 
We shall take another opportunity to notice 
his opinions on this subject with more espe¬ 
cial attention. Uts allusions to malaria and 
contagion will also be then taken into consi¬ 
deration. 

We have thus presented a fair outline of 
the leading theoretical speculations which 
Dr. Smith bus advanced. In these resides 
the chief novelty of his work. 

We shall not withhold our willing assent 
to his opinions concerning the errors into 
which his predecessors iu this department 
of literature have fallen ; further, we eu- 
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tirely agree with him, that the only mode the several symptoms of a paroxysm of tw¬ 
in which the truth can be armed at, is by termittent fever. Again, alcohol is intro- 
iuvesiigating the subject according to the duced into the atomach of a rabbit :* scarcely 
mode of analysis in which lie proceeds, does the poison reach that organ, before 
Finally, we give him credit, to the fullest j symptoms of disordered nervous action ap- 
extent, for the advances he has made towards j pear; in aome hours, if the dose have not 
completing an able abstract of the disease, been so large as at once to exhaust the ner- 
We shall now briefly examine whether this vous power, the usual phenomena of dis- 
iibstrnct be as perfect and free from every turbed circulation are evinced, in the form 
decided fallacy as its author supposes. It perhaps of gastric inflammation, and, finally, 
may be perceived that Dr. Smith's view of the secretory functions aro disordered. To 
fever, taken as he propounds it, constitutes select another example, but of a widely dif- 
a syllogism, or logical proposition consisting ferent kind, a gradually increasing spiculu of 
of the usual parts or members, all of which bone presses on the brain, and induces epi- 
individually and collectively must be con- leptic paroxysms, the irritation increasing, 
6tructed on the suiest foundation, and of the chronic inflammation at length supervenes, 
firmest materials, or the whole edifice moy find the secretions lire, lastly, disturbed, 
be readily upset. If there be a fault in his We might particularise several such in- 
first proposition, the whole is impaired ; if stances of Occurrence and succession of mor* 
Ins second be defective, the validity of the bid phenomena. If these, then, are to ho 
first does not strengthen his position. The considered in tlio light in which we regard 
inquiry then simply resolves itself into this i them, l)r. Smith’s definition ceases to he 
simple qnostion, Is there no other disease or j perfect; if these cases which we have de¬ 
form of morbid action in which the same j scribed be not fever themselves, which tvu 
phenomena occur, and in the same order as presume can scarcely, be asserted, we might 
tliat which distinguishes Dr.Smith’s defmi- strengthen also our denial of the exclusive 
tion, or rather description, of fever? We application of the author’s description, by 
believe there is. the munition of oertain analogous occur- 

The simplest condition in which we would nmM - We kn '"'' “ "1,« cannot 

presume the saute circleormorbidacti.ua ” e “ mnm ' ot tl,e 
might take place, mac be considered to exist i ■“ ru ‘ ls «“•«. «"»«> 

iu a wound of the head. A ballet traverses a walm > ' ,l ' «*»“. am! »< 

soldier's brain, or Ik- receives a sabre cut, ntl » tdioua di.rrlnca supervenes. lie,, an, 
which penetrates to, and injures the cerebral 1 ‘ lt ' clmin clrtdti aclm “ 3 again, 
substance; inllammatioa apeedilv comeson, dtsordered nervous condition, deranged cir- 
and the man eventually dies: he're then we cul “ l “ m - “ ,,J <lislurl,1!a secretio.v. 
have, or we mistake much, Dr. Smith’s >» »o doubt, too, but that the msjo- 

identical circle, ‘'derangement i„ (he ner- ">y of medical men, Mpeciall, thoae in sc 
vons and sensorial /unc(„,n«, derangement ’ '“‘ ,l ' ,r,c,i “’ »™. be ‘taaiaed to ropudiatw 
in the circulating functions (»>**«(,«, j'*• S "“. li > 5 °“ other grounds, 

of the brain), derangement iu the secretory * llFy ar S ue , i° r example, 0 n tiie phe- 

futtetione." is not this tbs order of action ,wme “’‘ of tl,e • T,,llow lmT ’ 
resulting from a wound of the head 1 rFml - y a,UF ' 1 '' 11 ‘ ke di S F * tiye or S«'» •><»*. 

ami afl'ords, in its devastating progress, no 
lint it may be objected to this argument, ,j gn of „„ y pri ,„, ry aflecll0 „ of M ,„ so . 

that we quit tite limit of internal disease, rial functions. To quote Dr.S. Smith's dc- 
and proceed to external and mechanical gcription— 

interferences. We will therefore suppose „ .. ........ 

.. , ... . ** ** At another time the disease may seize 

a case ot another kind-—An individual with peculiar violence upon the organs of 
breathes the sulphuretted hydrogen gn3, and j secretion, aud especially upon those which 
becomes immediately senseless ; he awakes belong to the digestive apparatus; hence 
in . few minutes, giddy, tnd with severe : tha li "' r "’*1' suddenly pour forth an im- 

headaclt, shortly his pulse labours and be-!* ow b '‘ e - in .‘l u * lil r ** 

. , , ,. . T ! to lrntate and inflame whatever jf toUclina, 

comes irregular; he shivers, and, as Dr.|___ 

Sigtnond hsa aptly described it, uniferyea • flrodic. PhUoiopliical Traniactiuni. 
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and to abundant in quantity as rapidly to 
diffuse itself over every part of the body, 
and to tinge almost every tissue and every 
fluid ; at the same time tie stomach aud in¬ 
testines may be involved in such acute dis¬ 
c-use, that the powers of life muy be ex¬ 
hausted in a few hours by incessant vomit¬ 
ing and unconquerable purging : thus muy 
be formed another type of fever, and such 
a concourse of symptoms actually occurs in 
the yellow fever of the Weat Indies." 

Dr. Smith, it i‘b evident, perceived that 
the phenomena of this disease were appa¬ 
rently at variance with his ideas. We re¬ 
gret that he did not canvass the question as 
candidly and vigorously as it required ; the 
only/illusion we can find to it, consist* in 
his affirmation, that “ in Buch cases the 
most urgent symptoms have their seat only 
in one set of the organs that compose the 
circle, but in every case, all the other or¬ 
gans are ns really, though not as intensely j 
diseased." And again, at page 5(3, where j 
he thus observes:— 

“ lu like manner, when the organs of the 
digestive apparatus form the strong-hold of 
the disease, the morbid condition of the 
spinal chord and brain, and the altered ac¬ 
tion of the heart and arteries, may attract 
less notice; but that morbid condition will 
be not the less real, and will contribute its, 
portion of disease to the general derange- j 
mem of the system not the less certainly, 
because the indications of its existence muy 
be less obtrusive." 

It is perfectly clear, we believe, that this 
is little better than a petitio principii," or 
an assertion of the contested thing. That in 
the yellow fever tbe brain is primarily af¬ 
fected, may be tbe case; we do not deny it; 
but we do not know it, there is no evidence 
of it, and, consequently, we are not entitled 
to argue upon the supposition. To prove 
his case, l)r. Smith should have pointed out 
to us the single symptom, or set of symp¬ 
toms, of deranged seusoriul power. Where, 
wo would ask him, in the picture he 1ms 
sketched above, can this group of pheno¬ 
mena he found 1 

For these reasons we. cannot admit the 
universality of Dr. Smith’s description. Our 
limits oblige us to defer the prosecution of 
this subject to a subsequent number, when 
we ahull examine into the practical merits 
of Dr. ( Smith's treatise, in conjunction with 
those of Dr.Tweedie aud M. Dance. 
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CASES.-—BRONCHITIS.—IMPERFECT 
DIAGNOSIS. 

I took in some very interesting cases on 
Thursday, Gentlemen, of affections of the 
surface of the body, which I am anxious to 
show you, and I am now waiting for the 
patients that I may show you the cases: 
they will be here presently. 

1 may atnte, however, in the mean time, 
that last week seven cases were presented ; 
three among the men and four among the 
women ; one case terminated fatally. 

Respecting the case that proved fatal, it 
was one in which a circumstance occurred 
chat very rarely happens in the now-im¬ 
proved state of medicine with any one who 
is at all acquainted with his profession, and 
takes proper pains with Ins cases ; that is, 
a satisfactory diagnosis was not made. 
I could not satisfy myself about the whole 
of tbe man's complaint. The man was ad¬ 
mitted about a fortnight betoie in si stale of 
great confusion of mind, so that he could 
not give me any account of what his suffer¬ 
ings were. He told me nt first (before I 
was aware of his being in a state of deli¬ 
rium) that he had got the ague, that he 
shivered violently, aud that his shiveriugs 
enme on at particular tipies; that he had a 
shivering every other day at ten o'clock, 
and that he then hud a high fever, but with 
very little sweating. This of course, I be¬ 
lieved, aud 1 ordered him the French pre¬ 
paration from the willow , which has an¬ 
swered so exceedingly well iu another cus.e 
of remilt’ nt fever—five grains every six 
hours. 1 lie next day, however, when I 
went to see him, 1 found he lmd difficulty of 
respiration. He complained of no pain; 
he declared he had none, but he said he hail 
coughed, and it was very evident his breath¬ 
ing was deranged. 1 applied the stetho¬ 
scope, and it became instantly evident that 
tbe affection in the organs of respiration was 
bronchitis; aloud sonorous rattle was dis¬ 
tinct all over the chest; eveiy part of the 
chest gave n snoring sound. The ague, if it 
existed nt all, or the remittent fevei rather— 
for it appeared by his own account that 
though he shivered every other duy, hn 
never was free from morbid heat—this re¬ 
mittent fever, then, became apparently uu- 
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important, for the disease to be treated was 
the bronchitis. He vu bled freely Wll be 
appeared to faint ; about a pint of Worn! 
answered the purpose. He was wry much 
relieved, and I did not judge it at all ne¬ 
cessary to give him any medicine ; he con¬ 
tinued the willow ns before, for I have not 
found that sulphate of quinine has any ten. 
dency to increase any inflaiwmsiiuu that, 
may be present. When 1 haw seen a per- 
son labourin'’ under inflammation of the 
lungs, or of the eye, or of any other part 
indeed except the stomach (and l wuuld 
not give it then, for then it would come 
directly in con tact with the very part in¬ 
flamed), 1 have not found this remedy at uil 
interfere with the inflammation. 1 have 
not found it interfere with the treatment, 
and 1 have mode it a rule to carry on the 
treatment of the ague, and that of the in- 
nomination that may be present, at one and 
tbe same time; therefore 1 continued itbere. 
It is also of great importance not to let a 
person with the ague bure soother fit. He 
is generally greatly exhausted, and the ex¬ 
citement that comes on after the lit in the 
lost stage is greatly increased. 

This patient went on for four days more, 
when the breathing become much worse. 
Unfortunately people catch cold very quickly 
here, on account of the great draught there 
is through our wards, particularly when 
the doors are open. 1 found it necessary to 
bleed him again ; it required me in take 
away about another pint of blood from him ; 
also to give medicine to co-operate with the 
depletion—live grains of the vubmuriate of 
mercury; and the salicine was now omitted, as 
1 couid not discover from the account of the 
sister of the word be had really any shiver* 
ings at all. It was now evident that at flie 
samo time he was • disturbed in his mind, 
that his intellect was very much impaired, 
and lie complained of puin in Ins head. He 
was cupped tbe next day to fourteen ounces 
upon the back of the. neck, lli-tored there, 
and the calomel was given every four, in¬ 
stead of every six, hours; his hnuihing 
very soon again became healthy, hut slid 
be wandered in his tuiml. There was no 
ferocious delirium about him, but he wan¬ 
dered ; and it appeared now, from all in¬ 
quiries that could he made, that be was in 
this state when he came in of wandering in 
hi» mind, and very likely was the subject of 
chronic inflammation ot the brain ; he ra¬ 
pidly grew emanated and died. On open¬ 
ing the body there was no diseased appear- 
auce in the lungs l>evend congestion of 
the back part ns often is usual. Of courts 
there is always great blackness and conges¬ 
tion at the back part of (he lunge, sitting 
from the natural gravity, hut fids blackness 
was more than usual. Tim bronchitis seemed 
to have beta very much got rid of. The 


| hr*in, however, showed mirks of chronic 
j inflammation } it w«« exceedingly hard 
j throughout. Chronic inflammation of the 
i brain (requestly induces an induration of 
i the brain—sometimes, however,the reverse; 
.and acute inflammation again, induces a 
softening of the brain much more frequently 
then an induratioh. When you see iruiu- 
j ration of the brain, in general (I believe almost 
always) it is the result of chronic inllam- 
| motion. Ditegaed thickening, and indura¬ 
tion in patches, are continually Seen without 
any marks of inflammation ; but when 
I general, this is allowed by most pstholo- 
! gists, 1 believe, to have bV*n preceded by 
j chronic inflammation 1 um quite satisfied 
j with the treatment of the case, for the ague 
! did not appear to have existed in any f>.u- 
Jsidersble degree; but the grand diScusti 
| which came on, bronchitis, was fully treat¬ 
ed, and successfully treated. U ith respect 
j to tli6 other, the affection of the brain, i 
imagine be must have been more or less 
! insane for a considerable period. 

nnoHutflTiB. 

J There wag, in the ntn« ward, a case p»e- 
s< nteti among the women of bronchitis, 
{.which was treated without any medicine-- 
i simply bv bleeding. Tbs case presented 
inothing ten*titkable lu itself, but as it was 
; treated simply by bleeding and sturnng. it 
[ may he s good illustration of the absence 
' there frequently » Watty necessity for giv- 
j iug medicine in moderate inflammatory affec¬ 
tions. 

The woman had rapid respiration, hut the 
. cmihl lie down perfect ly, and bad no pain. 

, There was sanurous rattle all over the chest. 
;M»e was bled merely to twelve ounces ; the 
{blond berime huffed and cupped. Mm w.m 
put upon slops, and next nay bled again. 
.-She was «o much better within five minutes 
of being bled, that it was evidently unne¬ 
cessary to give her any medicine; and 
though it was thought right to inU, a little 
'more ldood fiom Inir Mtf, day,it whs con¬ 
sider* d tmneerrsary th do more, 
j Now 1 have i.:> doubt that it bus happened 
jin many of those"ca*es, that persona who 
| would give a few drops of aniimocial wine, 
[or of ipecacuanha wine, or a saline, have 
: thought limy wore doing well, when it r<niiy 
j is thf b'cedidg that does the. pood. When 
• the case in at nil severe, it is necessary, of 
j tours*, to do something more than t.>k« 
iblond and atarv« the patient; hut if anti- 
| ttiuliy is given, it should be iu full rinse*, »<> 
|us to nauseate; if coirhicum, it must bn 
given so us to purge or nauseate ; if mer¬ 
cury is given, it should not he iu half-grain 
doses every few bowl's, hut u few grains 
every hour. Hut some make u a rule in 
every cane that should be treated with 
bleeding and starving, to give some uitas or 
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othbt s twenty drops of sirtimosial wine, ontory affection here was a slight bronchitis, 
of fhO ipecacuanha wine ; or the camphor for (here wa* dyspnoea and cough, and sono- 
mixture, or someUiing'of that sort, and think! rous rattles. There was likewise an in flam - 
they do all the good. This is u sort of J maiory state of the head, for he had head, 
fiddle*fsddle practice, which is sufficient to;ach. The blood wss buffed, but his urine 
make a pupil laugh at physic and laugh at! was not albuminous. After a bleeding or 
phyiicians. Whenever medicine is not ne- two, the urioe became albuminous, lie gut 
cessary, it is perfectly absurd to give tri- perfectly well after three bleedings from ilie 
fling doses—it can neither do good nor harm, arm, and a good purge fiwt by the super- 
I have a very high opinion of a large num- tartrate of potash and jalap, and afterwards 
her of our drugs, but not of the Iriiliug use elateria. 

of them which some persona adopt. The case is interesting, particularly on 

- - ■■ that account. After the case was nearly 

xrn.ri’SY. I well, his ancles only swelling, and the 

A case of epilepsy went out from the i swelling of them decreasing every day under 
man's not being satisfied with my treatment.! a continuation of low diet and purging, he 
It was a case illustrating the occurrence ofl wag seized with inflammation of the velum 
fpiteptie aura, ond the occurrence of it was 1 pendulum palati, the tonsils, and all around 
singular. The epileptic aura undoubtedly j those parts; in this, which is very un¬ 
arises from s.flection of the head ; here it j usual, the tongue was implicated—the sub* 
hinl arisen from a blow on the head; the stance of the tongue. In those inflamma- 
iii an had fallen and pitched upon his head, j lory affections of the throat, you generally 
yet the aurii commenced jn the great toe , 1 find the tongue covered with a foul yellow 
and ascended the head before tho disease mucus, but hero its substance became in- 
camo on. It was treated with mercury and flamed. 'This was not an ordinary affection 
by bleeding about the head—giving him of the covering of the tongue, but the sub- 
mercury, mid potting him on low dipt. He stance of the organ became inflamed, and 
was exceedingly relieved, and no fit came. there was set up a regular glossitis. The 
on. Soon after he was in the house, no fit tongue swelled to a very large extent, so 
appearing by means of the prussic acid, or,; that you could put nothing into the mouth, 
at Usui, under the use of the prussic acid and in a very few hours the man was 
the vomiting had entirely ceased, which, j threatened with complete obstruction by 
he said, hmi been incessant before. 1 will i (lie mouth. He could only breathe by liis 
not say the prussic acid stopped the vomit-j nose. This I believe has been considered 
ing litre, because 1 have no d rnbt that the; rather n dangerous affection. 1 never saw 
state of the stomach was sympathetic with an instance of it before, it come on almost 
the statu of the head ; and as the bleeding • instantaneously. There was inflammation 
from the head lessened the stale of excite- \ the night before ; in the morning the tongue 
meiit then*. s> the sympathetic state of the j began to swell and increase rapidly, so that 
stomach gave way. * However, 1 was not in a lew hours the tongue was globular ami 
so sure that treating the head would be so exceedingly tense. I never saw any-thing 
successful over the stomach, therefore 1 gave come on so rapidly, except in a case of urti- 
bim the prussic acid, hut I do not think that curia. ] know the threat then will swell, 
the exhibit ion of it iu this case affords nn then the tonsils, and so on, and the person 
argument in favour of,that arresting the. feel almost strangled, but here the disease 
vomiting. After a time, when the fits had j of the tongue was not superficial; the sub- 
ceased to come on, and thepyomiting was put J stance of the organ w as swollen consider- 
au end to, the man thought it was quite! ably. 

right that he iliouU have a good deal of i Now we all know the great effect of in- 
tneat and porter ; 1 knew if he was allowed j nision* in whui is called erysipelatous phleg- 
this, he would anon be brought back to his j monoides, that is to any, where inilaimna- 
ibrimu suite, ami, indeed, worse than he was j tion of the Bkiu nud cellular membrane under 
at first, and because 1 would not yield, he! it, or inflammation of the cellului membrane 
inarched away. ; under the skin alone, causes an extreme 

- induration of that membrane; a free incision 

1 MX am mato uy enowv. through it affords great relief. 1 have never 

In the siime week there was a case of in* had occasion to practise in that way myself, 
flammatory dropsy, which presented nothing fur Such ousea full not to us, but rather 
unusual, but which was treated successfully under the tare of the surgeon. Incisions 
in th** way iu which you have soon so many ore not necessary in cases of common eryai- 
ensea treated during the winter. The his- pelaa, but wheu there is great tenseness of 
lory of the ense was precisely that which 1 the parts, they become very useful. Know- 
detaile.d to you on a former occasion when ing the good effects of this practice, and 
giving a clinical lecture, particularly on in- knowing that whenever I hud plunged a 
Hatnmatory dropsy. The internal iufiammu- lancet iulu a gutn boil, or iuto an iufluiued 
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This ewe, than, of Harryman, in Wil¬ 
liam's Word was interesting, on account of 
the treatment of the glossitis. 

A woman went out. who came into the 
hospital with a number of nodes; hut frum 
my thinking it necessary to employ mercury, 
she decamped. 

PARALYSIS. 

A mnn, too, came in, who was admitted 
escaped, as if 1 had let out matter.' Know. paralysis of some of the muscles of the 
ing, tbeu, the good edicts of this practice in ^ aCe an< * °* lke longue. \ou muy recollect 
that form of erysipelas, iu use in iuflamma- f 8 P oke of tbe case before, lie was admitted 
lion of the tonsiis and of the gums, 1 deter- Jacob's Ward with an imperfection of 
mined that this man’s tonsil should be Bcuri- 8 P pt? ch, so that lie could not fully prououuce 
bed. It may be useful lor you to know, for « !t his words. There waspsoris of one eye- 
the practice is uot adopted generally, that W, and an •flection of both eyes; so that he 
in inflammation of the tonsils, plunging a j ha<f, with a degree of amaurosis oi one eye, 
lancet into the tonsil itself affords great re> {P ,0S ‘ 8 °f the other, paralysis of part of the 
lief. You cannot get leeches very weil a p-1 muscles of the cliot-k, and a certain degree 
plied to that port, and the object'is fur bet-!? f paralysis of the whole of one side of the 
ter accompliahed by plunging in a lancet, ^ actf * Hy keeping him well mercurialised, 
than by the detraction of blood by leeches, 1 and S‘ s »ug him low diet, he soon lo*t the 
even if you could get the leeches applied, .auction of ibo eyelid, 8nd he improved. 
If the leeches were to take, and vou could j ^ ut l*‘ s mind'-was affected ; he hud inure or 
get them applied, their bites might increase j »»» aberration of bub*. . 1J* was very tiou- 
the irritation as much as in cases of in Ham- j hie some in the ward. Being uxorious, ho 
inatory tension of the extremities, or of parts m,CB ran homo to Ids wife ; aud hving very 
of the surface of the body. If you make a j ™h’ut in the ward if he Wus not allowed to 
plunge into the tonsil with a fciuuct, the.goout. »t w ns necessary to lake hU ch.th. s 
parts gape immediately, nnd the patient K roin him. He emitted very juimmus to «o 
finds great relief, so that frequently the ton-! home to his wile, aCd the lows ot his i-loilies, 
bolitt-ts will subside from that rudiment. It ; or 1 :u? d t ten thia father of his cioth'‘«, caused 
was recollecting this, that 1 prescribed sca-f^* 5111<> 2° aw'uy nltogHlK-r. l»ut iheie are. 
rifying the tongue of this man. The tongue! V ’ XI * case* to which 1 wish j articulariy u> 
was si drifted, and the relief was almostV ? dr ""‘ . voar attention.* the one case is a 
Mantaneous; in ft vety few hours the longue j taiu cl 
was greatly reduced, and the patient much I mtuvosis. 

better. An attempt was made to apply J 1 merely mentioned the name of the case 
leeches, butthu tuugue waasoglary and so j when it was admitted* I his is a urn - dis- 
linckiy covered with some sort of stuff, that' ease ; 1 never bud an opportunity of treating 
the letches would not take; a few scariac.i* it before. ... 

turns were mud'.*, aud tin; relief w as speedy i lfioims Swaddlcy x -.»tftt. 1?, canto in in a 
und perfect. j state of icbGiyosisi.&Ie tail) lie hiv.t had the 

You wiil not often rivet w ith a <•»»«.* of; disease tour yeUTi^'tjfest, he had been at »«it 
this kind, loti you will contis, cally iw-«t ' fuir years, und thaVju*f helote in* wont to 
with ruses of 1’iriammatt.iU of the tonsiis, and jSfia, he Imd the complaint in n very slight 
the use of pl.m^ing a lancet into them is {degree, lie said be had two htoth'.-r* nnd 
well worth your snowing, fur inflamed ton-' oa* suler, and that on** of »lm.se two hn* 
s;ls ate very ii.conveniont. and by adopting’tbers (otie youugor than himself; lots it 
this plan, you may speedily overcome the; likewise ; that it began in that hi other wh»-n 
disease. I am sure oiic gentleman at this he was three year* of age. ilie hr >t!ier is 
hospital recollect* the use of it this skio-oii ! now 1:1 the hospital, aud you ahail see him 
after leeches had been applied outside, and ■ pres* utly, '1 be buy says lie has had it all 
they are among the best means in that waybills hfc-iime, hut it is very probable that he 
of com bating the affection we possess. \ cannot remember beyond the period when 
Leeches had been applied in that cai>e, but,he was three your* of age,ami that haviug 
they had not the desired etmci, and the! had it thou, he now thinks he must always 
ntiectiiju had always gone on to suppuration, j have had it. This little brother is eleven 
1 plunged a lam-el into that tonsil, and from ! years of age : they wore both bom »t Sheer- 
that moment the disease went hack; ion; ue«s, and have lived at (ireenwich. The 
gentleman had u good Highland speedily gof j patient's skin was rough, with hard thin 
well. scale* of a ditty greyish oi brownish colour. 


tonsil, under the idea that there was matter 
to be let out; and you very frequently can¬ 
not be certain whether there is matter or not 
in gum-boils or iu inflamed tonsils, when 
the gums become exceedingly tense, or the 
tonsils swell und become exceedingly teuse, 
it is not easy- to say whether matter has ac* 
cumulated or uot; but when 1 have put a 
lancet into it, under the impression that 
there was matter to be let out (which I have 
doue often iu my own case), the same relief 
has been afforded when no matter has 
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Ob the ixtremitiM, particularly the outer [The boy was now produced undressed, and 
pirta where the akin and cuticle are naturally exhibited to the claw.] The boy is other- 
thicker and rougher than any-wliere else, wiae in the moat perfect health as you see. 
the disease ia the moat intense. The front Tbe outer part of the thigba. where the skin 
of tbe thighs and side of the hips h*ve it is very rough, the outer part of the upper 
very severely, but particularly the knees extremities, where the skin is rougher, aud 
and the elbows. He. had it slightly, too, up on the knees, the affection » very consider- 
the front of the body, and the head even was able. It ia like tbe integument of some of 
aeurfy, but the upper part of the trunk, tbe lower animals. Notwithstanding all 
where the skin is naturally very smooth, this, the palms of tbe bands and soles of the 
had it least; there was none on his face, feet are not affected with the disease at ail. 
which is still smoother, nor was there any The akin in the palms is hard enough, but it 
on the organs of generation. is of a different quality, and the difference 

This disease is placed among tbe scaly in structure of the skin there from the other 
diseases by Dr, Willan, but Rahere (which parts of tbe body, is such as to prevent the 
cannot properly be done, I think) endea- disease. With that exception, however, tbe 
voured to associate it with lepra and psori- harder and rougher the skin, the more the 
aaia. I had notread Habere till lately, and parts suffer. 

I was very much pleased to find that he You will observe thnttbe disease is in- 
classed a great number of diseases of the properly called ichthyosis, because the scales, 
skin under the head of inflammatory sffec* if you can call them acales, do not lie one 
tions, for it appears to me that a large num- upon the other,—do not lie as the scales of 
bar of diseases of the akin are merely in- a fish, do; they ore all Bepsrate—they all 
flammstory, and will yield to nothing but stand detached one from the other. The 
anti-inflammatory treatment. Now lapra furrow along the spine of this boy’s back ia 
and psoriasis are decidedly so. If you take not at all exempt from the disease. Ibe 
blood sway from a patient with either of description given is this[The learned lec- 
tbose diseases, yon will find that it is buffed; hirer read the description giren both by 
the skin is unnaturally red, hot, and smart- Bateman and Rahere.) 
jag, but in this ichthyosis there is no mark Now there is another form of tbe disease 
of inflammation whatever. Tbe skin is not which is decidedly hereditary, and far more 
hot; tbe skin does HO\ tingle, and if you severe. I cannot ascertain that in this cose 
take blood away, it is notbaffed. There is there hss been any hereditsry tendency, but 
no pain iu the head, no thirst,—nothing that it certainly is constitutional. Whether the 
could lead you to say ther* was auy-thing father or mother gave them this disposition 
preaeut, more than an affection of the cuti- i to the disease from any disposition they had 
cle. It appears to me to be as unconnected themselves to it, or which they acquired 
with the disturbance of any organ as corns from their progeniture, I do not know. The 
or warts are. The disease has been de- boys themselves can give no account ss to 
scribed veiy well by Dr. Willan. You will whether their parents, or any relations, had 
find it divided ia Dr. Bateman’s synopsis of the affection j but that it is constitutional in 
diseases into two forms, and those two them is pretty clear, i think, from having- 
forms, the ichthyosis simplex (which occurs come on iu the two brothers; it has tra¬ 
in this boy), and the ichthyosis corueB, quently been known to be hereditary. Thera 
which is by far liramost intense. is one case mentioned as having occurred at. 

Perhaps before I read tbe description of Woolbury (l think iu Sussex), where the 
this disease by Willan a«d Bateman, and mother had the disease as well as one female 
Rahere, 1 had belter show you the brother child. The disease, however, 1 may men- 
oftbe puticut I am speaking of, who is at lion, is far more frequent in males than in 
present iu the hospital. 1 luckily cured this females. In the child in the instance to 
lud completely, and 1 was swttous, therefore, | which 1 have just alluded, it began at the 
to have his brother in the house, that if nos- age of three months ; in the mother it began 
tilde 1 might cure him also. The brother, at the same age. The case is mentioned in 
who hns had the disease now eight years, one of the volumes of the Med.Chir. Trans, 
has hud it as intensely, I think, as the bro- There is a family now living whose ancestors 
(her who was cured, and who had it only were described many years ago (and I bo- 
four years. The brother, who is five, com- lieve come from Stoke) by Tallisieua, in tlua 
pluiued of ao thirst, nor any sense of infiara- Philosophical Transactions} one of them I 
matron, but 1 took away blood from him j myself saw ; the man was exhibited in Bond 
that I might bh* the state of it, and it was j Street, a shilling o piece ; there the disease 
perfectly natural. He alwayscoiuplaiued of was tr-n thousand times more intense than 
coldness, but this brother does not. After in this individual. All the sort of warts 
he bad been in the hospital u short time, which you see here were really homy, s.» 
however, be never felt that coldness which that iu striking tbe nail against them a iioisu 
lie mentioned be had before experienced- was made as if you had been staking u-jaiust 
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one of the animals which «e supplied by plied oil every day. After he eame trntof 
nature with thick ecalei for protection; it the bath, he #u treated like an tneietif Ro- 
covered the moat part of this individual;. mao, and properly anointed, lie rubbed 
his body was one smooth, contiguous, horny j himself twice a day well with common olive 
surface ; but if he bent the parts to as to j oil all over, after coming out of the hath, 
withdraw the horny warts (for really that He began at the same time with the pitch 
was the proper expression to be applied to'iu doses of ten grains three times a day. 
them) from each other, you saw then very j This dose was every day or two increased, 
clearly that they were horny warts arising! till he took ten scruples three limes a day; 
from the surface of the body, laid side by that is to say, he took two pills of five 
side with each other, aud so close that one grains each five times a day; and at Inst he 
continuous surface was produced. This man took forty pills three times a day. He was 
said he shed the disease, or the horny sur- admitted on the 2nd of December, hiving 
face, every summer, and that it had gone had the disease four years. In a very short 
on through very many generations. The time a great improvement was manifest; 
first ancestor whom he recollected to have the akin became Was rough, and on the i;Hh 
heard stated to have had it, was an Ame- of January I presented him perfectly well 
rican savage; it had appeared regularly in ! to all appearance. His skin had become ns 
all the males, but never in the females of Soft as that of a girl; there was no vestige 
the family. The swollen parts of the body of disease ; it was far Bofter und smoother 
were not affected, the face nor giant penis, I am sure than my akin is. I supplied him 
but all the other parts of the body; neither with a good quantity of pitch and oil, to 
the palms of the hands, nor the soles of the pitch himself within and oil himself with- 
feet had it. out for a length of time lest the disease 

should return, cad he went awav. T had 
I shall now pass on to the treatment of him clothed with flannel, and told him not 
this disease. And I should remark in to wipe off the oil after he had used'it; so 
starting, that Rahere says ichthyosis is sel- that he was living in a constant statu of 
dom cured, unless it is slight and acci- grease ; he wore the same flannel drawers, 
dental. Now it cannot be considered acci- same waistcoat, and same stockings, con- 
dental here, as it appeared in two brothers stantly. 

without any external cause, and at different Now it is impossible foT me to say whe- 
times, the one many years after the other, ther it was the. emollient treatment, or the 
The same author says, that emollient appli- exhibition of pitch, that cured him, but he. 
cations long continued, tepid baths,friction, tween the two the result Was what 1 Lave 
mucilaginous and mollifying lotions, are use- stated, lie was, in fact, well for a fortnight 
fully employed to disencumber the skin of before I let him go out, and this wns un- 
the scales which cover it, but that is all. doubtedly a very rapid cure. He was ad- 
Some writers, he says, have recommended milled on the 2nd of December, and 1 may 
persons with ichthyosis, who lived at the say he was well on the 2nd of January—at 
sea-shore, to go into inland parts. Dr. any rate he waa perfectly well on the' ltiih 
Willan, he ebvs, has recommended pitch as of January. 

an excellent remedy—half an ounce a day. With respect to the pitch it had no sen. 
By this he assures us (he says) he has not sibfo t-flect whatever on him; his bowels 
only detaebfd from the skin the epidermic remained the safe? *0 they were before, and 
layers, bat given to it n softness or supple- there wu no apitersnee pf pitch in his 
ness which 'the persons have not had before, evacuations, ad* bad they any smell of that 
Wore recent experience has not confirmed description. 

this experiment. He adds, arsenic has been Respecting Dr. Willan’s testimony in 
given, but s he likewise says) with inch favour of the pitch, I may mention that in 
dangerous effects, as to preclude its being going rouud, one gentleman mentioned to mo 
tried again. However, 1 bare no reason to that he knew a lady with this disease who 
doubt Dr. Willan’s statement, because he was attended by Dr. Willan, nnd who he 
was, as undoubtedly appeara from his knew look as much as nn ounce of pitch 
works, a very accurate and a very bon-nt every dny—she got well. Since that a 
man, and 1 have no reason to suppose he gentleman in the hospital told me he also 
would tell an ur.trntb. knew a ladv who was attended by l)r. Wil- 

[The learned lecturer then rend a further lan for the'same affection; snd he said she 
statement from Bateman's Work.J took an ounce of it every day. If the gen* 

Now it is very evident that in the treat- tlmen are present who told me they will 
ment of this disease it would be right, if correct me if I am wrong—l believe I am 
possible;, to soften the akin. 1 therefore right. Under such circumstances it is pos- 
orricred the hoy in question to go into the sible that the pitch has cured this boy, and 
hot-bath every day. I also, to procure a not ike unction, but 1 should think the unc- 
constaut effect of this kind ou the skin, ap- lion, and particularly the bath, must haV* 
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had considerable effect on account of the ra¬ 
pidity of the cure. It in not said by Willan 
and Bateman that the cure is effected rapidly, 
and aa that is an important point, if it had 
been effected rapidly with them, one may 
suppose it would hare been mentioned ; nor 
was the rapidity of the cure alluded to by 
the gentlemen to whom 1 hare just referred. 
In this case the cure was so rapid that 1 am 
inclined to aay the unction muat have had 
au effect. Howerer, for the purpose of 
being able to draw the iuference, I arn treat¬ 
ing this boy with ouly part of the plan ; 1 
give him merely the pitch—I do not oil his 
skin nor send him to the warm-bath —1 
merely pitch him. (Laughter.) It is an 
object to kuovr what it is that has the effect. 
] t is said that half an ounce was taken in the 
course of the day, but I found the thing so 
very innoxious that 1 went on increasing the 
dose till it amounted to thirty aeruples a day 
—teu aeruples at a time three times.a day— 
an ounce and a quarter a day. The only 
difficulty I expected to h*ye experienced 
was the swallowing of the pills, hut he swal¬ 
lowed them twenty at a time, as one would 
gulp marrowfat peas. (Laughter.) This 
little boy has no. difficulty in swallowing 
them either. I began by giving him four at 
a time, but they will fee increased as in (he 
other case. It is possible that the celerity 
of the cure was owing fb: [be l«Tge quantity 
of pitch 1 gave ; however, ti^e thing will be 
carefully noticed, and Wfe must wait the 
event. 

The swallowing of the pills you may ge¬ 
nerally facilitate in persons who hare a diffi¬ 
culty in swallowing them, by making them 
chew a piece of biscuit or bread, and when 
their mouih is full of pap take the pills nnd 
throw them into it. I can myself swallow 
six or eight at a time in that way, though 
one pill thrown into my mouth at a time 
without the pap, is to BUMBMCe nauseous than 
the filthiest draught •/*?, - . 4 . 

Here is a drawing fl^Q»e Ai*j*Me by Wil- 

I an. Here is another wherewB disease was 
more intense. [Exhibitingthe drawings.] 

*r. vrrvs's d a no*. 

There wan a case of &t. Vitus’ dance in a 
girl, which was cured under the exhibition 
of iron. I have no time at present to spesk 
Ht length on the case, I will merely point it 
out to you. The gill I should say was 
in Mary’s Ward. The case was interest¬ 
ing on account of its long continuance. She 
had had the disease two years. She was 

II years of sge, and iL was almost confined 
to the left side. She took merely the sub¬ 
carbonate of iron—two drachms three times 
a day, and the dose was not increased. She 
wu* admitted on the 2;>th of November, and 
wa^pvrfectly well at the beginning of January, 
so that she could than do needlework. 1 kept 


bar in till the 13th, and she went away with 
an allowance of the remedy. I have not yet 
foiled in curing a tingle case of this disease. 

It is to be remarked, that many cases of 
this disease will cease of themselves after a 
certain period, but in some it ia long before 
it does cease—many months. In this pa¬ 
tient it had existed for two yean. However, 
with the subcarbonate of iron, as I have 
said, I hare never foiled in curing • case. 
Now and then the disease has been obsti¬ 
nate, and 1 have been obliged to give the 
medicine for as long as twelve weeks, but by 
perseverance I have never yet foiled. That 
girl, in about a fortnight after she had been 
under my care, was much better, aud even¬ 
tually got quite well. She was able to do 
needle-work, which is one of the greatest 
signs of the abac nee of the disease, on ac¬ 
count of the difficulty of threading a needle, 
or pasting it. No aperients were given her: 
she took the ordinary medicine of the house. 
There was uo sign of any inflammatory af¬ 
fection ; she was not put upon low diet, and 
her bowels were allowed to take their own 
course. There is now a boy m the hospital 
going through the same treatment, and be 
is improving rapidly. In him a degree of 
idiotcy was exhibited at the commencement, 
and you will find that he will be perfectly 
cured. I shall be able to speak particularly 
of bis case when he is cured. 

There were eight persons admitted on 
Thursday, among which was a case of 

BALDNESS. 

TOm very anxious to show you this case, 
because you may uot often see it. The effect 
here is baldness. The baldness occurs ge¬ 
nerally in circular patches, which spreads 
till the greater part of the head becomes 
bald. [The female patient was now pro¬ 
duced, apparently about ten years of age.] 
You perceive tbut the skin, where the hair 
has been removed, is particularly pale and 
smooth. It is even said to be smoother than 
the skin is in other cases, and so it appears 
here. No ehaver could have accomplished 
any-thing like it. There is no sign of dis- 
} ease, only a falling-off of the roots of the hair. 

| Habere objeota much to this name, because 
| there it no porrigo—no pustules—no vesi¬ 
cles of the skin. He therefore does not 
class this with his porrigo inflammatory 
affection* of the skis, but puts it with the 
diseases of the appendages of the skin. 
I’orrigo too is a contagious disease, but it 
dues not appear that this is by any means 
coutsgious. She has slept with her sister; 
she has had it three months, and she ha* 
been at school, but nobody lias had it where 
she lias been but heraelf. 

1 may only remark on this little girl’* 
case further, at present, that there ore signs 
(which is very curious) of internal affeo- 

Q * 
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lioa of the heed worth your notice. She 
hu drovrtiues*, .and occasional pam of the 
upper central perl of the occiput, end paiu 
also in the frontal region. Sometime* ahe 
is eo confused that she appear* lost. Now 
I did not expert there would be internal 
affection here, but these are her symptoms. 
She has also vertigo, out! would fall down 
occasionally if not supported. Her bowels 
are opened every other day. She sleep* so 
soundly os to suore like an old man. This 
disease began at the left parietal bone. On ; 
account of the internal slate of the held 1 1 
took six ounces of blood from the urm, it 
was not buffed, hut the symptoms were much 
lettered by it. She has been less giddy, 
and much more comfortable, since its ab¬ 
straction. 


the disease had began, he bad found his 
memory greatly impaired—that, of course, 
was from tin cerebral affection, and from 
the circumstance of his not mentioning it at 
first, we may consider that the omissiou 
arose from the want of recollection. He was 
bled, aud felt well directly. His head was 
much better; be had no inflammatory sign 
about the head; nothing but the loss of me¬ 
mory, which was very curious, allowing 
cerebral affection. 
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SEA SCURVY. 

Another of the cases that I took in on 
Thursday, occurred in a ,tnsn whom 1 will 
show you, for perhaps you will never aee 
again a case of seu-snu'ry. The disease 
will be cured most probably before next, 
lecture. This is a disease separated by Ra- j 
here from those with which it is associated j 
by Wiilan. [Here the p&iieut was intro¬ 
duced to the class.] You will observe the 
petechia all over the thighs. There are 
livid spots and large eccbymosis—large livid 
patches as if produced by bruises, particu¬ 
larly on the thighs, and of considerable hard¬ 
ness. 

Now this may be considered a chemical | 
disease. There is no fault at all in his j 
organs and fuuctioua; they are all ready to j 
do their duty, if they had proper chemical j 
materials, lie Las bad unwholesome food ; < 
nothing but sait meat for seventeen weeks. 
He now requires no medicine—nothing but j 
proper food. He has fresh meat every day, j 
and greens twice a day, and is amending] 
very rapidly. If the case had been more! 
severe, so that there was any frar of notj 
curing it rapidly enough in this way, 1 j 
would have given him lemon-juice, or nitre 
into the bargsiu. His gums have bled a 
great deal. He came in only ou Thursday; j 
he had afterwards to go out for aome linen, } 
«nd the eccbymosis was directly and in-1 
Aiantaneoaaly aggregated, both in poiut off 
colour aud extension, from the use he made j 
of bia limbs; the hardness wax greatly in¬ 
creased. 1 ahall detail the whole case to 
you hereafter. 

LEPRA VCLCARIS. 

There was a esse presented also which 1 
shall not speak of till the patient is cured— 
a case of lepra rulgaiti. When 1 inquired 
of the patient the state of bis bead, he said 
lie bad no pain—nothing at ail the mutter 
with it; but after a little while, lie told me 
he hud s great want of recollection. Since 


In speaking of the disgraceful trading 
connexion which has so long existed be¬ 
tween the Colleges and the Hospitals, we 
omitted to'animadvert upon the practice of 
permitting the lecturers to be themselves 
the examiners of the candidates for the di¬ 
ploma. J priori, such an arrangement is a 
tacit admissiou that the lecturers are gentle¬ 
men well qualified to discharge their respec¬ 
tive duties. This is a sad mistake. The 
lecturers are appointed to their offices, be¬ 
cause they have undergone the initiatory 
process ofhcspital naturalisation; they have 
paid the highest apprenticeship fees ; uud 
the Court of Examiners and the hospital 
surgeons will nil tell you, that wherever 
there is a pocket full of money, there must 
be a head full of brains. At least it would 
be uucin&id if they were not to make this 
icknowledftaiMt, as it is the predicat upon 
which they found all their more, important, 
charitable,''aud scientific, regulation*. A 
surgeon is not deemed eligible for the office 
of hospital surgeon, if he have not been a 
hospital surgeon’s apprentice. He is not 
eligible for the chair of the teacher, if he be 
uot a surgeon to the hospital. He i* not 
’own a eligible for the Council of the Col - 
I lege in Lincoln's Inn Fields, if he be nut a 
[hospital surgeon, and not at alt eligible if 
he be not a “ pure” (purely ignorant) 
surgeon ; but if he. happen to be both hos¬ 
pital surgeon and lecturer, then is he eligi* 
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ble indued, *nd competent net only to bold 
a seat amongst the Counoil, but to fill 
a place in the Court of Examiners. Wbai 
follows? The hospital surgeon is the pupil’s 
master, and pockets the money for his 
" walking” through the wards, and the same 
surgeon is the pupil’s lecturer, and pockets 
the lees for the regular courses. Thus far 
he iilches the fees an surgeon to the liospi- 
tal, aa lecturer on anatomy, as lecturer on 
surgery, aud as demonstrator; for at Bar- • 
tholomew's and the Borough Hospitals, the ! 
monies paid for “ demonstrations,” invari- 
ably chink in the pockets of the lecturers. 
Mark, further ! This surgeon, lecturer, and 
sinecure demonstrator, takes his .station 
amongst the Council of the .College oi 
Surgeous, where he manufactures the “ re¬ 
gulations'' which are to enforce attendance 
upon his lectures and hospital practice j and, 
tin ally, he steps iuto the Court of Examiners, 
w here ho himself examines the candidate 
for the diploma as to his knowledge of the 
twaddle and trash which hare been gabbled 
ovt-r to him during a course of not less than 
six months' duration, and, by way of climax, 
plucks from the unhappy, stripped, pigeon, 
liis last feather, aa a consideration for certain 
ten worthless autographs upon u dirty cnrica 
ture. These are ingenious contrivances for 
promoting the utility aud respectability of 
the medical profession. WJiaij we would 
oak, can be more disgustinglypreposterous 
thau such a system ! Where^lhe protec* 
tion lor the public? Here is an avaricious, 
ill-informed lecturer permitted to inquire 
iuto the competency of hia own students, 
and us thu youth is not admitted to the pre¬ 
puce of bis uugust examiner, uutil after the 
secretary has fully and satisfactorily ascer¬ 
tained that the hopeful youth bis charged 
bis purse with the requisite quantity of gold,, 
*be moment the young gentloman appears,■ 
the worthy, disiuterestud, examiner, sees; 
in the bright and pohahed aspect of thy 
candidate,' tu’t:uty-tu» sound and sullicieal 
reusUUs for gmuting the diploma. 
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In onto to show bow tbe machinery, by. 
which this union between tbe College and 
Hospitals is maintained, works for tbe pub- 
lie, the profession, aud tbe pupils, let us go 
back for one moment to 1823, when the 
Court of Examiners, in its wisdom, promul¬ 
gated a “ regulation," in which it was de¬ 
clared that '‘certificates” of dissections 
would not be received unless those dissec¬ 
tions were performed in London, under a 
surgeon of one orthe London hospitals, or a 
person sanctioned by him, and in the ** winter 
season.” To be sure, there were no sub¬ 
jects in Loudon to dissect; they could not 
be procured at any price from the resurrec¬ 
tion-men. Mo matter, “ the bond ” must be 
fulfilled ; the ** pound of flesh ” was to ba 
sternly and unyieldingly demanded, although 
there were neither flesh* akin, nor even, 
bonescertainly none in the dissecting- 
rooms of London. Fortunately, subjects at 
tbat time were plentiful in Paris, and the 
students, renllv believing tbat the College 
was actuated by a strong desire to promote 
" hound chinitgicitl," repaired in great num¬ 
bers lo the Frcucli metropolis, and relumed 
to London richly stored with tbe treasures 
of professional knowledge. High were tba 
commendations which they expected would 
be bestowed upon their zeal and industry, 
in having travelled so great a distance 
to acquire information. On presenting 
themselves at tile College, what was their 
horror aud mortiiication on being told that; 
they could uot be examined ; that their la¬ 
bours in Paris availed them nothing ; that 
they might have dissected there until doom's 
day,—but never could be examined at that 
College unless they produced “ certificates '* 
of attendance upon tbe ” recognised 
teachers; in a word, upon the teachers of 
the London hospiloU! The unhappy students 
declared that they had endeavoured to com¬ 
ply with the regulation, but were unable ia 
Londou to procure subjects for dissection, 
upon which they were sneetiuglv told that 
" ccrtifU'nUs ” were procurable (oa being. 
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paid for) if subject* were not. The luctlers 
students desired to know of what use were 
the “certificates” if fhere were no subjects 
t6 dissect. A satisfactory reply could not 
be obtained, and by way of finale, they were 
requested to go tbeir ways, with their 
foreign testimonials, to exchange some of 
their remaining cash for London ** recog¬ 
nised ” hospital “ certificates,” when they 
would become more enlightened, tad call at 
the College with a better chance of success. 

Ifow any set of gentlemen, having the 
slightest claims to respectability, could have 
acted in the manner attributed to the Court 
of Examiners in the College of Surgeons in 
1823, we are at a loss to comprehend. The 
whole “ regulation ” system of thtt period 
was a piece of unblushing, corporate kna¬ 
very and trickery, such as is seldom seen or 
heard of, we believe, even in this nation of 
corporate jobbing and corruption. These 
things, however, Itave partially passed away. 
The student is not now compelled to pro¬ 
duce “ certificates” of attendance upon dis¬ 
sections performed in London ; neither is it 
absolutely required that he should purchase 
a ticket of admission to a Loudon Hospital. 
The “regulations,” however, are so con¬ 
structed, that he is almost compelled to 
fortify himself with the hosjntul certificates i 
and even now, notwithstanding the march of 
mind, the vast imjirovements—not withstand¬ 
ing “ the schoolmaster,” and his rod and 
Iroom, the examiners are still hospital sur¬ 
geons, still hospital lecturers. Hence, as 
the examinations are altogether conducted 
in private, no check whatever ia interposed 
between the cupidity of the diploma-monger 
and the candidate for his wares. Public 
health sinks into nothing, when placed in 
comparison with the profits of t worthless, 
avaricious, College. 

However much the timid may dread the 
word, we hesitate not to say, that in our 
profession a revolution is much wanted—a 
complete breaking up of the restrictions and 
monopolies by which the members of the 


different colleges bsve been plundered of 
their rights, and the public persecuted by 
abuses. One would suppose, that had men 
any sense or feeling of decency, they would 
! not, at the same lime, hold three such de- 
jcidedly incompatible offices as those of lec¬ 
turer, surgeon, and examiner. Under the 
operation of such a system, the three are 
certaiuly not equal to one, supposing that 
one to be properly occupied. The membera 
of the profession should duly investigate 
such facts as these, when they will soon be 
taught that evils of sueh va*t magnitude can 
only be effectually, radically, removed, by 
the establishment of s N ew Medical Col¬ 
lege. 


MR. JAMES LAMBERT. 

W s record, with feelings of indescribable 
regret, the death of this excellent man and 
scientific aurgeou. ,,Mr. Lauh^ht wns the 
■un of a geudemon who formerly resided at 
Lewes, in Sussex, aud was apprenticed to 
his uncle Mr. Ciapbsm, a highly respect- 
uble Burgeon of Thornoy near J'eterboruugh, 
jin Lincolnshire, The term prescribed by 
I his indentures baring expired, be became a 
I pupil pf the Borough Hospital*, where he 
studied with great diligence and assiduity. 
Having become a lieeuliste oi tue Apothe¬ 
caries’ Company,.'tapferns elected, solely iu 
consequence qifbis professional menu, apo- 
thecary to^ the Middlesex Hospital. His 
residence in that institution, as is already 
well known to the profession, was but of 
short duration, ftud soou afterwards having 
obtained his diploma from the College of 
Surgeons, he settled St Walworth, where he 
purchased a practice worth about 160/. per 
annum. Whilst engaged in the pursuit of 
his profession in this place, he regularly at¬ 
tended thu Borough hospitals, where lie took 
notes of the more interesting oases, for pub¬ 
lication in this Journal, until March, 1828, 
when having written an accouul of an ope¬ 
ration of lithotomy, in strict conformity 
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with tenth, In petfect accordance with the swelling. The htetnorrhage from which the 
dictates of his own conscience, end to the poor patient expired, proceeded from the 
entire satisfaction of the great mass of the upper portion of the vessel, the blood having 
profession, end of the whole of the humane been obtained from anastomosis with the 
and intelligent portion of the public, he gave erteriee of the opposite side. The aneuris- 
offence to the surgeons of those hospitals, mal tumour wu not only consolidated, but 
to whom publicity hail long been an annoy- the portion of the vessel between the liga- 
ance; and in consequence of an intimation ture aud the swelling bad become impervious, 
conveyed by these personages, Mr. Last* Mr. Lambert acquired considerable cele- 
jikrt discontinued his attendance at the boa* brity from bis treatment of this case, and 
pitals, and there terminated his engagement his practice rapidly increased up to tea 
with this Journal, period of his illness. His success, however, 

Mr. Lambert now applied himself with did notarise from one fortunate result, hut 
the utmost assiduity to the duties of hit pro* f ro,n a long-coutiuued course of scientific 
fession, and so far succeeded, that, at the practice j he was unremitting in his atton- 
time of his decease, his practice was pro- tion» to his palieuts, always judicious in 
ducing an income of nearly 800/. annually. prescribing remedies, and ever delicate tnd 
In 18*? he signalised himself by tying soothing in tbeir administration. In a word, 
the carotid artery in the neck of a female 1,8 w “ oot on, y * logMygtfted practitioner, 
who was suffering from aneurism at the root bul 8 0,081 humane, kind-hearted, bonour- 
of that vessel. The artery, of course, was}* bl ® ln the « ur 8« 0D » tbe P ot *® nt * « ver 
tied upon the dhtal aide of the aneurisms! j “* w 008 tbe * r be8t 00 d dearest friends, 
tumour, on the principle so successfully ^ manners and conversation were at ail 
pursued by Mr. Wa Honor. So far as the times particularly lively and agreeable } his 
cure of the aneurism wag concerned, no ope- mind wag richly stored with anecdote; he 
ration was ever more successful than this, divested the chamber of sickness of itf 
for the tumour wag completely consolidated, ®° d melancholy, .and the oppressed 

as may be seen in the preparation now in victim of ennwi arose with a cheerful, elated, 
our possession. The ligature, however, heart, at his invitation. The extent to 
having been composed of silkworm-&ut, it 'which Mr. Lambert had won the esteem of 
unfortunately became absorbed before the his patients, may in some measure be con- 
artery had entirely 'separated, aud at the jectured, when it is stated, that in every 
expiration of nine we*fc^$be woman died family circle, from tlte highest to the lowest, 
from htemorrhuge. 'Hie dissection proved, of his professional connexion, the announce* 
bevonJ ail question, beyond even the possi- moot of his death was followed by involun- 
bifity of n doubt, the power which ligatures, tniy tenrg of sorrow, 
applied on the distal side of aneurisms) !u- Mr. Lambert never enjoyed what might 
mours, exercises in completely arresting the be termed robust health,and tire cruel, fiend- 
prngres* of those swellings. Hud this poor like persecution to which he was subjected 
woman ultimately recovered, there were in 1888, very sensibly affected his health, 
persona, even amongst the " heads ” of the The poisoned arrow of calumny bad trails- 
profession, who would have contended that fixed his heart. After this inhuman assault 
l uneunsm had not existed at all, hut the te- upon his character, he at no time en- 
sull of th«;m.v/»ioi7rw» examination silenced joyed a lm»g period of mental repos-; the 
all illiberal cavillers: an aueurism had exist- powers ot his constitution thus invaded, and 
ed, and that aneurism was cured, complete- his health further pressed upon bv the in¬ 
ly cured, by a ligature applied bittotul the creasing labours of his profession, he was so 
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for obliged to yield lo tbe influence of di«- 
ease in May Utt,as to confine himself to bis 
room for a supposed attack of meningitis. 
A few days before bis death, he attempted 
to draw up an account of his owa case,—a 
task which, from a cause we shall presently 
state, he was unable to execute. He com¬ 
mitted to paper, however, the following 
particulars:— 

** At the latter end of the month of May 1 
was attacked with symptoms of meningitis, 
for which 1 was bled in the arm, and freely 
leeched. For a few days 1 recovered from 
the disease, but remained so very much de¬ 
bilitated, and continued in this condition so 
long, that I was advised to try the effects of 
country air and relaxation from business. 
I went to Gosport and the Isle of Wight 
in the month of July, and remained about 
three weeks, and by sailing in au open 
boat, with occasional moderate exercise on 
foot, 1 recovered my health in a surprising 
degree. It is worthy of remark, that when 
X first went to Gosport I lmd palpitation of 
the heart on exertion, and especially on 
going up stairs, hut this subsided so much 
that at the time 1 left T was able to as- 
ceud l’ortsdown Hill without inconvenience. 
Shortly after my return home 1 was attacked 
with violent pains in the head, with great 
tenderness of the pericranium, especially on 
the frontal bone, and my general health soon 
became much disordered. Leeches were 
applied with benefit, and quinine was ad¬ 
ministered. 1 occasionally felt palpitation 
after much exertion, but nut to a remarkable 
degree, and 1 attributed it to simple de¬ 
bility, as there was no irregularity of pulse— 
merely accelerated upon exertion. 1 want 
to Ramsgate for a few days, where the 
neuralgia of the scalp, or rheumatic affec¬ 
tion of tbe tendon, was much relieved by 
the change of air and warm bathing. I 
still felt palpitation on using violent exer¬ 
cise, or going up a steep ascent; but as a 
proof of its slightness, 1 may mention that 1 
used to walk briskly on the sand-, and about 
the town ; that I walked to Peg well Bay, a 
distance of two miles, and to Bfoad»t:iir» 
und hack, a .nice of three mile* each 
way. When l returned, the pains of the 
head had left me. Ou Saturday, the tth of 
September, a few days alter my return from 


Ramsgate, 1 Medved ft letter from my 
much esteemed friend, Mr. Hodgson, of 
Lewes/’-—— 

He could write no more. The recollec¬ 
tion of the loss of his father overpowered 
his feelings. 

Mr. Hone son's communication, of the 4th 
of September, announced to Mr. Lamhkrt 
that his father was in an extremely danger¬ 
ous state. Weak as he theu was, he in¬ 
stantly departed for Lewes, which place 
he reached only in time to behold tbe eyes 
of his parent close for ever. This cata¬ 
strophe added greatly to our unhappy friend’s 
sufferings. The palpitations of the heart 
returned with renewed violence, and the 
dyspnwo progressively increased. He re¬ 
turned to town, but was too enfeebled to 
enter upon the active duties of his pro¬ 
fession, and still continuing to decline, be 
left Walworth for Thorney iu Lincolnshire 
where he went on * visit to the bouse of 
Mrs. La Menu’s father, in the hope that 
change of air might invigorate his constitu¬ 
tion. Every effort, however, to alleviate 
his sufferings failed, and after a long-pro¬ 
tracted, painful struggle, he expired at that 
pluce, in the iSKh year of his age. Mr. 
Lamhvbt died childless, but ho has left an 
amiable and excellent widow to deplore a 
loss which can never be repaired. 

The following lifts account of the appear¬ 
ances observed at the post-mortem exami¬ 
nation 

« We found the body spparently not greatly 
emaciated; the btek, the posterior part of 
the arnts, and the points of (ho fingers, of n 
dark-livid colour, less rigid (ban usual, and 
even the surface (thirty hours after death) 
not yet completely cold. 

On dividing n:id dissecting buck (he in- 
teguments oft hr chest and abdomen, the mus- 
».li‘S appeared rather full und florid. Turn¬ 
ing buck the sternum, the cellular substance 
covering the anterior part of the peri¬ 
cardium. the pmtion of the pleura forming 
it* outer layer towards the left cavity of tin 
thorax, and the whole visibly surface of the 
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diaphragm was of afi mnumally bright florid nearest to the right auricula propria, tlie 
colour. two coronary arteries being apparently sound, 

The whole of the right lobes of the lunge and opening into the aorta behind the two 
adhered to the costal, mediastinal, and dia- other semilunar valves. The mouth of the 
phragmatic surface*. On the left side, the sac of such a siae, and in auch a situation, 
edges of the lobes were confined to the op- ■* to be completely covered by the val?e 
posing surfaces by adhesions. In the left when in its perfect state of collapse, as dur- 
cavity of the chest, a little bloody serum; «»g the contraction of the Ten trie le. The 
in the right no space capable of containing contents of ilie sse were, about five drachms 
fluid, in consequence of the complete ad- of coagulum, grumous in its ceutre, but be- 
beaion of the opposite surfaces of the pleura, coming more dense, and of a lighter colour. 
On separating the adhesions, we found the | as it approached the surface of the sac, the 
posterior, and, indeed, by much the larger j immediate lining of which was the con- 
portion of both the right and left loboa, j denaed layers of lymph. The whole of the 
hepatized, not crepitating upon pressure, and j abdominal viscera appeared sound and insitu, 
incapable of collapse. On dividing their (except that the liver was of a lighter colour 
substance, we found in both lung* many | than usual, and that the spleen (enlarged to 
portions of a calcareous deposit, several asj nearly twice its proper size) was connected 
large as a horse-bean, and moat numerous by bands of adhesion, apparently* not of re¬ 
al the root of the longs, among the primary cent formation, to the diaphragm and neigh- 
ramifications of the bronchial andpulmouary botiring viscera.’' 

"•Ml*- . (Signed) T. Wai.kfb, 1, 

The pericardium being laid open, the H. Olivsu Jun. J ur £ e0 “ s * 

heart appealed in situ, btirt considerably Tborney. 
larger than usual, and its surface of a deeper 

red,—the internal aurCace of the pericar- Thus has terminated the life of a most 
dium, however, preaenUng bo unusual »p-; honourable. aiuele.he.rted. unrieht mmi. 


red,—the internal aurtoce of the pericar-1 Thus has terminated the life of a most 
dmm, however, presenting no unusual » P - jbonourwbJe, single-hearted, upright man. 
peeranec. i he right auricle distended, and i , ... 

\ . . | Lyen Ins base and relentless calumniators, 

within the rarity of the pericardium about I ... . 

two table-spoonsful of Woody serum. We , Wl, *‘ *” l ^ e ‘ r tu Bta h and wound his 

nnw removed the heart, by ditiding the! reputation, were unable to la. hold of any 
uorta about the aixtb doraul vertebra, the pretext, whereon to hang their persecatiug 
innominate, the left carotid, and subclavian ; columnie,, except the alleged “ unprofea- 
at their origin, nod tlio pultoonary vesieU,, t l„. m3 , t ,„ f jrg( , ttin( , 

fee. dost* to the hoart, on slitting up! . . .. . . 

.he aorta, it. internal aarfaca w„ of a lUt “ " as " "W*—* V™"'" 1 - 
bright scarlet hue; and thi. appearance we " eeJle ” ° f ow “ <*«- 

found, upon subsequent examination, to ex- manded a scrupulous observance of etiquette, 
lend as far as to the bifurcation of the com- to the utter violation of the dictates of all 
nion iliacs. The same very characteristic and j charitable feeling, and the total banishment 
unusually deep tint pervaded the internal; ofprofegaioiisil acquirement. Onlv one ex¬ 
surface of the cavities of the heart, which i . , , ,. * 

„ , .. ... , . case can be made for his scandalous re¬ 
in: severally mid open, and la flomg son lt , , 

tumour became apparent .hint .ho «i.« of a i ,,,Mila ° whm wl ‘ ,Ud lW r v been 
largo lime, occupviug the aeptum between 1 acquainted with bia private worth, with the 
the two auricles, and consequently pro- uniform kindness of his disposition, the in¬ 
truding into their cavities. It was soft, in-: variable excellence of his heart, his unbend- 


elastic, and its outer surface covered by the ; 
lining membrane of the auricles of u srill' 
deeper crimson than the rest of their cavitv.' 
On laying it open from tire light auricle, it 
proved to Im un ancuristnul sue, communi¬ 
cating jwilh the aorta by an opening large 


ing integrity,—they would not, withuU the 
malice they have displayed, at least we 
thiuk not, have attempted to break the bruit 
of such a uiau. But of abiokcn lie art, (hat 
estimable au;l excellent man expired. 


enough to admit the tip of the little huger, 
immediately behind the semilunar valves,; 
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INSULT OFFERED TO THE PROFESSION BY THE KING. 


gXOLUSIOV OF 

NAVAL MEDICAL OFFICERS 

FROM THE KINO’S LEVEES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — The Lancet has always professed 
that its pages were and should be open to 
support the respectability, the honour, aud 
the dignity of the medical profession. You 
have now, Sir, a glorious opportunity be¬ 
fore you of wieldiug that mighty engine, 
the press, in behalf of twelve hundred of 
your oppressed medical hrethreu of the 
navy, who have had the “ mark of Cain ” 
set upon them by a “ Sailor King ” aud hia 
Board of Admiralty. Yes, Sir, have patience 
while I repeat it, that the medical officers of 
the royal navy, the members of a dignified 
and learned profession, have been declared 
by an Admiralty Circular, unfit to bead-; 
mitted iuto the presence of their sovereign, j 
Gracious God? Is it in this age {called 
the enlightened) that such an edict issuea 
forth by sovereign command, to stigmatize, 
to anathematize, a whole cnrpa of officers,; 
the majority of whom have, for twenty ami; 
thirty years and more, served that sovereign : 
and their country with a zeal and ability that! 
may be equalled, but caunot be surpassed. 
Will you, Sir, will the profession at large,; 
ait tamely by, and see so degrading a stig- ; 
ma, so atrocious an iuault, passed ( through 
them) upon the profession at large? Will 
you,my country !—for to you I will fearlessly 
ap(»eal, and cry aloud for justice—-will you, 

I Bay, allow that twelve huudred of your 
servants, who have served you faithfully and ; 
honestly, zealously and willingly, whose 
profession alone gives them the claim to 
gentlemen and a passport iuto every society,, 
sliall be branded and proscribed as a caste ; 
unfit to be admitted to the levees of their; 
sovereign, thereby endeavouring to lower j 
them in the scale of that society to which; 
I humbly maintain they are enlilied, both . 
by their profession, and their rank in the I 
service to which they belong ? Believe me, j 
my professional brethren, this insult falls] 
not upon us alone ; it is a proof in what, 
light our “ Sailor King” views a learned j 
profession. Every studeut, every practi- j 
tioner, public and private, is summarized 
ami degraded by (his sovereign edict. Who 
after this, with one gruiu of talent, with one 
iota of respectability, will enter the naval 
medical service ? It any should do so, what j 
follows? Why the mark of Cain is set 
upon his forehead, and lie walks forth from 
Somerset Mouse one of the degraded, the 
proscribed caste. Oh “ Sailor King! ” Oh 
dear Lords Commissioners of the Admi¬ 


ralty ! How could you be so we«k is to 
suppose you could at this time of day, in* 
suit with impunity * large body of educat¬ 
ed men f Poor deluded Whig Lords! it oau 
only bring upon you the contempt and de¬ 
testation of all well-informed aud liberal- 
minded men. 

So to persuade us to enter your service, 
you issued an order in council some twenty- 
five years ago, giving to aurgeona in the 
navy' liberal pay, with the rank of captaina 
! in the army ; and now you, and your " Sailor 
King," turn round upou us, aud say, not- 
] withstanding our rank, notwithstanding our 
{servitude, that we are unfit associates for 
j gentlemen, unfit to enter the presence of our 
sovereign. Is not our coat splendid enough? 
1 Make it so; give us the uniform our rank 
jentitles us to, or none at all; but put us in 
sackcloth, my Lords Coramiastoners, and 
we will find our way imo aociety—ave, and 
iuto the bast toe* in spile of you. And now. 
Sir, for a little proof of the prejudice in the 
upper claftea or the navy against the medi¬ 
cal officers, and which our King has im¬ 
bibed. Look at the rules and, regulations of 
the Koval Naval Club iu Bond Street, and 
there you will find that chaplains of dock¬ 
yards, nnd chaplains of naval hospitals, are 
eligible to become members ; but not so the 
surgeons of nnval hospitals or naval dock¬ 
yards. No, Sir, surgeons of hospitals, mak¬ 
ing up from one thousand to two thousand 
beds (Master and Plymouth to wit), are not 
fit company to be admitted into a club, with 
officers holding the rank of majors iu the 
army !!But, Sir, you and your readers 
may assist u», lend us your powerful aid, 
and with the aid of the press this obnoxi¬ 
ous edict “ must and ahull be repealed." 

Vours, 

0NROFTiIEPnOS(-ni»l.li, 

Who has served his Country Tu enhj four 
Vears. 

Jan. SfflQtofV ' 

* # * A few words on this subject next 
week.—Eo.L. 


ON THE ACTION OF THE IIRAIIT. 

MH. D011S0N IN REFLY 10 Mil. IM.HMOTT. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Srn,—Mr. Permott having advanced cer¬ 
tain objections fin areoeut Number of ’l hf. 
Lancet) to my views on the heart’s action, 
in reply l beg to state, that as the object of 
that paper was not specifically to establish 
the doctrine alluded to, but was only to 
illustrate another phenomenon, many argu¬ 
ments were omitted which might haute been 
adduced in support ol* it. It whs stated, 
that the action of the heart was dependent 
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tottdly on the sympathetic nerve,—that bo 
atimului, such as the blood, was requisite 
to excite the organ to contract,—that itmsin- 
tained a continuous alternate contraction 
and dilatation, quite independent of the 
blood’s agency. Mr. Dermott, after ex¬ 
pressing liia surprise at the opinion, affirms, 
tbst “ it is contrary to every-thing in na¬ 
ture’s economy of organized life.” Now, I 
would ask, What is the cause of the con¬ 
traction of the diaphragm 1 Is it the ettect 
of some external impression'! or, Does it 
not contract by virtue of apnnciple resident 
in tit nervous supplies ? Does it not de¬ 
pend on the nervi phrenici ! Is it not the 
function of these nerves to excite the mus¬ 
cles of the diaphragm to a contractile, action ! 
When considering the nature and peculi- 
aritiea of muscular motion, we universally 
have reference to their nervods supplies. 
Thus, muscles are considexad as voluntary, 
involuntary, and mixed ; the voluntary mus¬ 
cles being characterised bjf their actions, 
resulting from volition, deriving their nerves 
from the cerebro-spinal system, tud capable 
of maintaining their actionafpr only a very 


possess an analogous endowment to what I 
assign to the sympathetic, enabling the 
organs, in which they are distributed, to act 
independently of the will, and to continua 
those actions without the necessity of sti¬ 
muli being applied to their nerves. 

So far, I think, we have a fair analogy, 
that “ the action itself, and the exciting 
cause of action, exist together in the same 
structure;” hence Mr. Dermott'a first as¬ 
sumption must be erroneoua. 

How far we are warranted in asserting, 
that because “ there must be a stimulating 
cause for the contraction of the voluntary 
muscles, there must be the same for the 
contraction of the heart and all other invo¬ 
luntary muscles,” admits of doubt. When 
1 we know that in their motive effects there 
! is such an important disparity, is it not pre- 
; Burnable that, in their sensitive qualities, 
they are equally dissimilar! The differ¬ 
ences which exist between the voluntary 
| and involuntary muscles seem to consist, 
i essentially, in the former having a principle 
| contained in the cerebro-spinal system, viz., 


by their carrying on regular* Sad incessant; agency in the ganglionic system; tlie 
alternate contractions and relaxations, ttieir! woluntary muscles being destined to move 
nerves being derived from the ganglion I at W } U > the involuntary ones to be ever in 
system, and their actions removed from the j motion. 

dominion of the will t those muscles of the Had I not been reminded, tbst ** the 
mixed class obtaining their nerves from two < heart was still working in a very atimulat- 
sources, from the ganglionic and the cere- j ing foreign fluid, the air, oxygen gas,” I 
bro-spiual systems, the former giving the!should oertsiuly have “ forgotten,” and I 
power of moving, independent of the will, j cannot even now imagine the oxygen go* to 
the latter bringing them under the control (have been the canae of the heart’s action 
of its mandates. latter its removal from the body, because it 

The special actions of tUe diaphragm are,-equally occurs when inclosed in the thorax, 
contraction and relaxation. .The biul cause 1 The next objection is one (if Mr. Dermott’a 
which brings the action of the diaphragm (opinion ho correct) which tends strongly to 
first iuto play, is perhaps heyond the reach i corroborate the view l have taken. “ Tor 
of philosophy, but the efficient cause which j 1 believe,” says he, “ that as sentient ports 
induces that action, and which maintains-acquire a capability of containing sensation 
that action, from the mOgieat Of birth to j for a certain time after the cauae. has been 
old age, is undoubtedly, I eoUcetVe, seated removed, which 1 would call the habit of 
in the norves. Of whatever oatqre this prin- sensation, so involuntary parts, 1 believe, 
ciple may be, and however developed, the acquire a habit of action which is not got 
effects which ensue are proofs of some rid of at once ; aud the immediate cause of 
wonderful existing agency. Whether this this is the agency of the living principle of 
principle he originated ifl the “ tractus organic matter—life, whatever the proxi- 
respiratorius” whence the phrenic nerves mate nature of that agent may he; it is a 
ariBt*, or in the nerves themselves, does j part of what I would term organic instinct.*’ 
not invalidate the general position. ; What is here applied to explain the cause 

The muscles of the diaphragm ore includ- j of the heart's action after its removal from 
etl in the mixed class, possessing a power! the body, is precisely aualogous to the priu- 
of action independent of the will, as during Iciple which j have assumed, as existing aud 
sleep; yot so fur under the will’s influence, j inducing that action while the heart is con¬ 
ns tu be accelerated or impeded by volition, nected to the living body, a principle mi - 
That peculiar sensation experienced in the I dent in one of the nerves of the bear*—the 
chest when the respiration is voluntarily 1 sympathetic. If the nerves in a purl be the 
suppressed, is obviously attributable to the residences of sensstiou aud the agency which 
instinctive desire of the diaphragm to re- excites to motion in that part, and the other 
pew its contraction. components, merely the apparatus, then the 

It Would appear that the phrenic nerves agent, “ organic instinct,” aud *• « /wind- 
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O It resident in ike nerves of ike part will executed independent of the Mood, surely 
be identically the seme. ! *° simple aa operation u (what is termed} 

If the brain end iu nerves can excite the j the contraction requires not a stimulant (o 


voluntary muscles to motion at will—if the 
phrenic nerves and their connexions can , 
imbue the. diaphragm with a power of span-! 
taueous action, is it presumptuous to as-! 
some that the sympathetic furnishes the 
heart with a special power of continual mo¬ 
tion ? This assumption is more especially 
warrantable, when we remember that the 
heart will contract, though no blood enter 
its cavities, and that the heart contracts 
when removed from the body. In some 
animals, as the frog and the newt, the 
heart has been known to continue its action j 
for twenty-four hours, or even longer, after) 
the death ol the animal. i 

It is curious to observe when the heart,] 
soon after its removal from the chest, is 
divided into small pieces, each portion car¬ 
rying on the alternate actions of shortening ! 
aud lengthening of the fibres; as a worm 1 
when divided, each part performing iode- j 
pendent motions. 

My object is to endeavour to establish by 
fair conclusions from correct data, thai iliVrc 
is a principle in that portion of the sympa¬ 
thetic supplying the heart (this principle 
may be contained in the ganglia), by virtue 
of which (hit organ executes alternate con¬ 
tractions aud relaxations—that this principle 
is the efficient cause which excites the heart 
to net, and that no stimulus in the heurt's 
cavities is requisite; it is essentia), as in 
every other organ of the body, that blood 
should circulate through its structure for 
maintaining the integrity of its function, 
lfit can be piored, either by demonstration 
or by analogy, that the muscles of the din- 
pkragm have a stimulus applied to their 
nerves antecedent to each contractile effort, 
and that this stimulating agent is not con¬ 
tained in the diaphragm or its nerves —that 
is, not a part of, or resident in, their organi-1 
zillion, then the idea of a vis ins it" in the' 
heart’s structure will be rendered dubious, i 
however strongly it may appear to be sub-1 
mandated by the arguments adduced. I 
believe no one entertains the idea that the 
dilatation of the heart is dependent oa the 
stimulus of the blood ; it is known to be a 
spontaneous action, and to precede the en- 
trauce of blood into its cavities ; yet tbr; 
energy with which this action is effected, is 
infinitely greater than the contraction ; and 
it may be noticed, that when the two ven- 
triclesare simultaneously dilated, the central 
portion ot the heart is considerably aug¬ 
mented, and that when the ventricles are 


excite it to act, for it aeenui, actually, Iittln 
more than a return of the muacular fibres to 
their natural atute. 

W. Dobson. 

9, Belgrave Street, South Pimlico. 


PUFF-AND-KILl.-SIfOP PERCENT¬ 
AGE SYSTEM. 

MIGBATORY UATS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —lu compliance with the request 
contained in your 385th Number, page 53?, 
that such of your readers as could point, out 
individual case* in which a connexion exists 
between, physicians and druggists, would do 
so, 1 beg to forward the following particu¬ 
lars of a most flagrant instance of this kind. 
It is only one of several with which I am 
acquainted ; but as I think one quite enough 
for one letter, I select this only, and as I 
particularly deprecate tdl such unworthy 
aud dishonourable compacts, and think a 
fearless editor ought to expose them, I 
shall not conceal from you the names of 
either of the “ partnere/’ or the situation of 
the “ accommodation rooms” which they 
visit. Acting also .upon a very proper prin¬ 
ciple which you have adopted both iu Thu 
Lancet and elmwhere, l think it right to 
transmit to you both my name and address, 
leuving you to comment, upon the facts, un- 
I lens you think they need it not. 

Ou 11 ol horn Dili, No. lid, there is a 
chemist's shop—or, rather, a druggist's—-or 
indeed it is hardly fair to call it even a 
druggist’s; it in, more correctly speaking, 
u slop-shop; fitw.;together with his drugs, 
the proprietor matches, tooth brushes, 
smelling-bottles,'{puck medicines, and "all 
that tort of thing.” The name of the shop¬ 
keeper i» Wray, though whether this he 
really the name 1 am unable to say, for I 
never could see aoy-lrody standing behind 
the counter, but a dirty-looking, uncombed, 
lad. ()|| the panel of the door-way of this 
simp or hole, for it is such a shop that a 
stout man can hurdly turn iu it, is a notice 
in gold letters, stating that *' two physicians 
attend alternately every day to give advice 
gratia/' und that “ a surgeon ami apothe¬ 
cary are in con.si ant attendance uud at 
the hack of the 11 shop.” elevated a few 


contracted, the organ appears in the nuturul,! steps, is n little gjwsdoor landing into a 
and apparently in the quiescent condition— j half-lit “accommodation room,” the win- 
iu that condition which it preserves after jduw of which looks out upon a privy noshed 
death. If that powerful action, uoticeahle j of aorae kind, which any-body may see who 
whuu the ventricles are dilatins, can he passes iu thu street, iuto this shop or 
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'MR. KIRKMAN ON THE LUNATIC ACT. 

“ Institution," u I believe it ii celled, 
for tlie recovery of health,” I walked e PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS, 

abort lime eioee, end accosting the Jed be* _ 

fore mentioned, inquired if it were true 

that I could really have advice for nothing. oesanvaiioxa on tnc Lunatic act. 

1 weeanswered " Yea."—“Andwbopray,” Bf J, Kraij.au, Surged, Nm Crus. 

I asked, “ is it that attends here I" To my 

aatouiahment be iuforuied me—that Dr. foe recent legislative act relative to the 
Geoiige SiohouDi of 84, Dover Street, cure and treatment of ineaue persons (if 
Piccadilly, attended there regularly on <*«t may be called to, which baa now run 
Tueadaya, Tburtdeya, and Saturdaya, from ratber more than two yeora of its courae), ia 
twelve till one u'clock ; that Dr. Jon* likely to be attended, end in aome instances 
tianTUSHOea Thomson, of 66, Margaret bar been attended, with the moat beneficial 
Street, Cavendiah Square, attended there on result,; and the medical treatment which it 
Mondaya, Wedueadnja, and Fridays, at Ilia lukt '* cogniaauce of, by the weekly regiater 
name hour; that Mr. Guonoa Jewel, of 84, required to be kept iu each licenaed houae, 
Sackville Street, Piccadilly, attended there fu ' ‘be more immediate inapectiou of the 
on Mondaya, Wedneadaya, and fridaya, profeasional comtuiiaionera, ia not the Unit 
from one ull two o'clock (the Mr. Jewel of the advantagea which eociety in general 
of *< perfectlvjuatitable" Hampton-ln- may derive from the superintendence of a 
quest notoriety); and that the “ house.sur* watchful comroiuee. Aaitiieapected, how- 
geun " waa a Mr. JUathias, who gave ad- ever, that thia Ml will ebortly undergo noma 
vice every morning from nine tilt eleven reviniou (for in many reapecta iciaeacremely 
o’clock. The npothccary 1 preaume waa faulty), the prevent notice, which ia taken of 
thnlad himaelf, whom 1 then naked aa to auch purtioua of it aa aeem to beoppreaaive 
mediciaea, when he told me that the doctor ‘°d injurious, ia from a desire to call tho 
for the day would be aure to prescribe for attention of aome peraona who may have 
me, that I should then bring the preacrip- (treater opportunities of judging, and more 
lion into the shop, and that it would there talent in stating those objections to which 
lie “ mode up” forme, and that for this I 1 would simply allude in the present iu- 
should have to par* atauce. There are few public duties which 

I told him it waa welly very kind of the devolve open the official performers of them, 
phyaioiana, mid that when 1 was ill, 1 would wl) ert- the scales require to be so delicately 
think of it. balanced between safety to the individual, 

1 have thus. Sir, answered the call made | ““d protection to the public, as those which 
upon honest men, aud 1 hope that all other i ri ' 3t 00 Hint body called conimiasioaera in 
persona who may be ncqueiuted with aimi- j lunacy, which rankeH it the more strange, 
lar 11 institutions for the recovery of health," j l ''Ul however weighty and extended their 
will follow my example, aud transmit to you, j power as a body may he (audit ia ennr- 
aa I have done, the names and addresses of "■““■ly «>). .» «“> «“■>.» «bibil itself ia 
the active supporters of all ■ such disgustiog punishment, it has wo power whatever to 
humbugs. 1 should liko to know if the pby- protect. The proprielor of a licenaed house 
aieiana and Burgeons who figure in Mr. dads himself under the present Act, and 
W ray’s back parlour, would he ullowud to b > 'be authorities at preseot constituted, 
remain upon the list of member, oi vour new ““tenable to a body holding by law the 
Medical College. If they would permit me P“*« btm and hia family far ever, 

to say, Mr. Editor, that near “ institution " by a revocation of hia license, but not poa- 
would never purilv the ranks of the profea- >be alighteat infioence lo protect 

aion. Believing, 'however, that no auch bim,,if hia conduct in hia public c.pucity 
contemptible or quack isb practices would be *houui even be euch as to compel its appro- 
sauciioued uuder auch a scheme aa you v ‘‘ 1 * Xt *• uoUuiig to any that he >» protected 
might promulgate for regenerating the pro- luw established ; the comuuasioaers are 
fesaion, L am most anxious to see it uu- distinctly a law unto themselves, and being 
nouuced, and mu prepared to giro it mv *“po«rered to exercise it to au unlimited ex* 
fullest support. ’ ***** 0,1 tlie one baud, it is strange that they 

ure prevented from displaying it in say de- 
I am. Sir, gree ol , jj )e ol j, er> All public bodies, us far 

l our eery obedient lerrnnt, og j i n()Wj have some menus of protecting 

Cuinuitotis. *1*°** uuder their more immediate cogni¬ 
zance; and as lur us the sane nmu is a more 
Loudon, Jsn. a?4lh, 1831. useful member of aociety than the insaue 

man, it is not right that the security of the 
latter should only he affected by oppression 
to the former. The instance* an- not rare 
where it in bo, and under the lorm of 




mt ov Tin tmme<»or. 

(he Actfcaattfte ant *» 4ow«»er dkh. on OIMiinwainA, fcf though tho Act 
uryihanjrta AOTtht'to tightrn iu raloi In ooonwaii aoa to hafo jntwfia m hone, 
ofder A onh toy-tuig like iohuntnity or tight »1 Boning, who Unll Aiioot «hot 
quackery ou An (hot or tlwM to whom cm fim of Wttnbip r oboooe to Mtopt 1 And 
inMte ponona tro oonnitted, «tfll common the Badiaal motarnt it coaataatlj note 
iottSce Kqoboa tliat opportuaiilaa ol own- matter of Opinion, 1‘kowiao uauabh to 
xaandatien ahonld be nought after cure no pablic or print* tribunal. Lot the 
n( « Wy than occaaiona for oenaure; and if oomnriaaionart, than, hara a ptolaoitnj 
censure wiry bring with it heaey deprirn- olauao in the amendment of tl lieir Art, 
tinat, commendati'm should bring with it tbit those discharging an entru*t«d doty 
freedom from suspicions, for constant tttspi- conscientiously, may also do so fearleaa- 
cious are oppressive, aad it is galtibg for toy ly, and with respectability; or medical 
mail to lire under them. When it is re- men will cease to Tender themselves reapon* 
m cm be red that the party above Blinded to is aible to aon-medicsl functionaries, and a 
in every way responaible for his duty to bra flat contradiction will be given to the aster- 
pstients, to tbeir friends, to the public at tion which is made in the preface of the 
large, and to the commissioner* as public act asit stands, vis. ** that assistance should 
functionaries, bow liable he is to have his be given to improve the treatment of insane 
shiest treatment fail on the one hand, and bis persons, and place this hitherto-neglected 
best endeavours thwarted on the other, and branch of the beiding art uponw eqiUlity 
both to be mistaken; it is surely not too in the praeticepTmcdicme, with other dis- 
xnueh to allow him to claim some protection j eases to which the human frame ia aub- 
in the fulfilment of bis duty, from those who j jeeted.” 

can bring so heavy a bill of pains and penal-1 This will ta4 me to notice what l con- 
ties against him, if lie should fail in it, if in j ceive to be o*e of the greatest defects in 
any-thing he should be guilty of what may ' the present wet; which ia the power given 
be construed iutd a misdemeanor ; a word to persons who pfost be totally un acquaint - 
wliich this body may interpret as they please, ed with medted eases, their symplomi, 
and for which they may inflict pretty nearly modes of cure, o* *bt*thiug else, to examine 
whnt punishment they please. The cry patients towards whom the most cautious 
Sgainet places of restriction at all, has oflate j investigations, and the most guarded in* 
been extensive and violent: whether it has j quiries, are necessary. Out of twenty-one 
been a well-meaning or an unnecessary cry,! commissioners, five only are medical men-~ 
is not now the question ; if they are con jonly Jive who csn be supposed to be sc- 
ducted with regulsrity, humanity, aud cor-1 quainied with-the nature of that disease, 
rect feeling, they are what they ought to j which they are-.eattwi on to inquire into, 
be,—places of public good and of public j Sixteen private gentlemen, are bound on 
safety, and the office of the conductors of oath by this act" to regulate the care and 
them, medically or morally considered, must cure of insane persons.” It is not necessary 
of necessity be one of great responsibility lo go iuto any technical definition of in- 
and trust, it is so easy to intimidate the sanity here; the cases brought into li- 
fearful into acquiescence, to irritate the censed houses 4tow, are thoie in which 
passionate by uncalled-for resistance, and to wrong impressions are conveyed to the 
suffer the melancholy to sink into silence; mind, tending frequently to the oommis- 
tbat character and condact should be fully sion of ytoft:acts upon the body, and 
investigated, before Buch a trust is com- these reqifi|f« delicate tact and discernment 
mined to the hands of any one; and the to discov«jr*i^Mlt which medical men ought 
tall is likewise so imperative to show firm- to possess; aad which none hut medical men 
ness to th e featful, coolness to the passion- are expected to possess. Now, setting aside 
ate, cheerfulness to the melancholy f aud, the absurdity of private individual* investi- 
iu short, rationality before the irrrawonal; gating medical eases at all , it is frequently 
for there can be little doubt that the more greatly prejudicial to the patient that they 
insane persons are treated like sane ones, should no so. 1 hare known an unguarded 
the more likely is their malady to be re- expression esnsesuffering for weeks, aud un¬ 
moved ; that it would be well if the entrust- do the caution and the care of months. I have 
ed perAOns resided in tbeir own houses, and j known a patient going on well, and getting 
better if those bouaes were kept entirely by her cure, aad ft om attention to her domestic 
medical men ; for it is not to the medical or comfort remaining in ignorance altogether 
moral treatment alone, that the friends of of being in any place o? con (ini’merit what- 
those bereft of reason are to look for their ever, when the question, “ tVhat bring* 
anticipated cure or amendment; but it is to you here t Are you mad ? ” from a non-me- 
the conjunction of these, carefully and c«u- dical querist, him done greater mischief tlum 
tiouttly adopted. The moral treatment of a hundred visits could do good. The atnte- 
Buy patient roost in a grr.at measure depend naent of this fact was a short lime back made 
on arrangements, over which no body of men in an official quarter, and the remely pro- 
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pW-iUi tlustioM* jnwity w, “tfeta #ut«»)r pnOtai «mmw, with finlouiUi- 
that a set ef qttMttona *houM be wriUeo rib®, and * *f th«e instances thefca 
down that the uaoiMdical officer# W fcta hum ft tioM gropetuity to seta of 
aak» or that thelf medical coadjutor* should rtahii*# which Wttttllbave destroyed them. 
»ro»^ their iaquriei." 1 bilieve that a had they lot beanuwnidiately placed under 
large majority (if not all the London Com* muajnt. When #t refhwt, on the one 
miuionera) should be medical men, for they hand, cm the unwiUiognese With which wo 
alone are competent to the tuk required, subjectourselvesto pain (which ia nevet 
and I am ture that no otbera should he done voluntarily and in the exerciao of a 
visitors; at any rate, the instance l have hU sound mind, but to avoid a greater evil or to 
luded to, is ofitself sufficient to establish the atiaiu some supposed adequate good), and 
truth of the assertion. advert on the other hand, to such pain as it 

There is also great injustice done by this would be natural to imagine many suicides 
act in the money which is charged foe a must feel, such especially as destroy them- 
license, it is unequal in its amount accord- selves by cuitiug their throats, or inflicting on 
ii>g to the number of patients allowed, aud themselves other mortal wonuda, it is difficult 
grossly oppressive to such as take only a few. to believe they would have courage and en? 
fifteen guineas are; required to be paid for durance enough to go through their attempt, 
permission to take thirty patients, and fifteen were not that morbid insensibility to bodily 
guineas also for two patient*i title is so un- suffering, which is almost peculiar to insanity, 
just that one would hope that aorae emend- first produced by a disordered state of the 
incut must be nude without the aid of any brain. Of this 1 could fiuniah some singular 
lengthened observations. instances. Two shall suffice, " A woman cut 

.Now, as the avowed object of any intend- her throat severely, but notfatally; her friends 
ed alterations in Ibis present form of the act, could not be prevailed on to believe she was 
is to prevent improper, that ia, bud treat- insaue. She recovered, but showing such 
nient, it signifies Lillie comparatively whe* evidences of that unhappy condition, through 
Iher that treatment arises from within or the whole progress of the care, as were 
from without; if it is bad it should be cor- sufficiently unambiguous to every coppetent 
reeled. If 1 am expected tu promote my pa- judge. She bad speculated unsuccessfully, 
tientscure by attending tothetequirements and to disappointment the rash act waa said 
of a body who particularise tbit divine wor- solely to be ascribed. Soon after she waa 
ship should be sacredly performed in my well, and when her affairs had resumed a 
house, that body should uot break in upon it more comfortable train, she went up one day 
(unless it ia unavoidable) by sabbath vi&ita, into her bed-room, and being thought to 
the thing ia inconsistent, and the patients stay longer than was necessary a person went 
are it to be so, and will tell yob so to your to see alter her, aud found her sitting before 
face, as they have done to me. These notices her dressing-glass with a bason uuder her 
may appear trivial, but 1 cannot think them chin and a knife in lier hand, cutting her 
altogether unimportant, on a aubject like throat again as deliberately ns a surgeon 
the presout, ami at the preaeut time, when would have performed an operation. 1 may 
1 believe it is generally allowed that insane add that she recovered this time alto, and 
cases are alarmingly on the increase, and afterward* made a third and effectual 
when the instance* "of recorded insanity on attempt.'' 

coroners' verdicts are more numerous than “ A maniac, who waa extremely turbulent 
ever. It is Dot more than a few weeks back and had evinced a stroug propensity to de- 
tbat three several juries fat on titrUtuieittol stray himself, was confiued aud every-thing 
eases in one dap, and a verdict of insanity taken from hiui which could he imagined in 
was returned upon each; yet had these cases any way capable of being instrumental for 
lived, I suppose no one would have thought such a purpose. He was remarked on one 
of placing them under any guardianship occasion to be unusually quiet, and on look- 
whntever, The suicidal attempt, however, ing through an aperture in his apartment 
is often the first overt act of insanity. It he waa discovered scooping out one of hia 
has happened to me often to ba called to own eyes with a bit of broken china that he 
suicides who had not fully effected their oh- hud found in the straw of his mattress, 
p el, and who were not before supposed to which he had lorn to pieces, and with his 
be insane, aud 1 have never known a single face full in the glare of the sun, he had oora- 
instimcc in which decided symptoms of in- pletely accomplished this horrid act before 
sanity did not speedily become mauifest, si- the door could be opened to secure him.” 

* though in many cases they may have heen Wow insauily is ofteu aa complete ou its 
considerably modified or kept under by lns» first attack as at auy subsequent period $ 
of blood, and the medical treatment which it and if wc judge, as we often rightly judge, 
has bcen ( found necessary to adopt. 1 have some strongly inconsistent act, aud a npeti- 
bIso been repeatedly called to person* who lion of such acts, to be evidence of this dis- 
have heel attacked quite suddenly and with- ease, surely this most extravagant, most iu- 
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consistent and unnatural of all acta must, in . \ T t r ‘» ,l * e 01 lithological Anatomy. »y O. 
.11 fu„ u„ .. mimn A wind. Translated from the French by Drs. 

aU tair argumoet, be admitted aa the strong- Town(fnd Rlld We , t> VoU u< D ub iin: Hodges 

eat presumptive evidence of the existence of I aud Smith, last. svo. pp. bos. 
auch a deplorable condition that any tingle j —, The Article Stirgeiy/* written for Brewster’s 
act can iuraiah. A, to the prcTcation of ’S C £'SlS piim', c ^uI‘wlili Inter, 

the aelf-deatructinn ofinaane persona, a little linear translation for student*. By Timothy PoU 
consideration will be sufficient to allow that] J|£*j Second Edition. London : Under* 

it is quite out of the reach of any criminal; w An \ aXI J^ Ut:{unXn thc Theory and Pr.c. 
code, and must depend upon a Wise and ; th* „f Midwifery,delivered Oct.4,iB«. By Thomas 
judiciout management, both medical and-. Greening, M.tl„, 4c. Second Edition. London 
moral, of the unfortunate uifferer To 
secure, or rather to obtain which, places of 
restraint are necessary, and if properly legu 
lated they are greatly beneficial to society L 
but it is through medical agency chiefly, if j 
not solely, that any real benefit can be 
peeled. 


DIABETES IN 1IORSEI, 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib,— In your excellent publication, I 
observed, a short while ago, a paragraph 
respecting diabetes in horses. It is very 
common amongst horses that are fed on oats 
that have been kiln dried, and particularly 
so with the horses employed in the collieries 
in the north of England. Medicine, how* 
ever, is rarely necessary to cure it, as a 
change in the food generally removes the 
complaint almost immediately. 

I am, Sir.vour obedient servant, 

X. 

%• The provincial name is the “ jaw- 

piss.” 


Liinebeer, 1831. 4to. pp . JM. 

A Grammar of the French Langunge. By H. 
Thompson. Second edition. London; Baldwin, 
18*9. pp. III. 

'Cubic of an Improved Nomenclature of the Suture 
or the Cranium. By H. W. Dewhurst. pp. 1 1 . 

The Medirut Annual for 1831, &c. By R. Reece, 
M.i>. 'London, 1831. mvu. pp. 124. 

Nf* I of. Medical Zoology and Mineralogy, or 
illustration* and description* of the unimal* and 
minerd* employed in medicine, and of the prepara* 
tlotu derived from them, hc.fcc. AyJohn Stephen- 
ion, M.D. ,F,L.S. London : John Wilson, January 
l, 1»3I. Four plate*. Published mouthly. 


TO correspondents. 

Our correspondent, Mr. F. D, or Pmkore, will 
have appreciated before this our motive lor not in. 
sorting hi»communication. The n.ntr.jversv bad 
tented, and the paWicatioo of Mr.Il/* letter would 
have been tbe certain cause of its renewal,an effect 
very opposite to that which our correspondent was 
desirou* of obtain tag. 

A correspondent /VnitoiJ wishes to know why 
the phy ticiitss cf Hie Surrey Dispensary do not de¬ 
liver the .«lln'u;dl letrare* which in their prosper - 
«o» tlietMpfoialse to give. He observes, that al¬ 
though lit has attended the practice of ihntinitliu- 
tion lor twelve, mmiths, he hat not heard of one 
instant e ufibatpiumU* hattnc been fulfilled. Tlie 
prospectus funner states that weekly examinations 
are made by tbe apothecary, iu materia nudica, 

E haiinat eutleal'cficlbiatry, &c., which, he add*, 
arc not been iuvtkated. 

The Sou o/« Citiem .—Wr deeply regret to be 
obliged m siut*,: that ail the attempts hitherto 


At a highly respectable.meeting of sur¬ 
geons, beltl at Wakefield on the .ird inat., a.obliged to Mat*,: 

vote of thanka was given to the Editor of. «, , - whirh hr 

The U„ „, .nd ,1,1 tdi,.r oftb, Medico- 1 
Chirurgical Review, “ Tor their exertion*, : with success. 

and successful exposure of the mal-practice’’ /’ FF .—]n *11 probability the law will be v*ry 
of tb. , iU ,ct Job. Love- !S?SS? 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Hints for the adoption «r*n Improved Principle 
of remonemting ihe Surgeon-Apothecary. By T, 
M. Greenhow, M.R.C.S. Newcastle HMM. pp. 2 fl. 

The London University Calendar f«w the year 
18il London : JulinTaylor, i2mn.pp.96i. 

Anatomical Demmistratinns, or Colossal • (lustra* 
tloiis of Homan Anatomy. By Professor Scerig. 
IranvUted from the German. Part 1. London . 
A. bci,U>*», Chancery Ijtne, 1*JI. To be completed 
in six parti. 

- A System of Operative Surgery; runiaining a de- 
scription *>f the most approved plans of performing 
the different operations in surgery on the dead 
body; with practical observations lor sur»ery. 
Dnbbo: Hodge* and Smith, 1831. I 2 ino. p|>. ms. 


.The i*nn may be reduced to three year*. Under 
[all the t'trtHWsUnccs, iu order lu be on tbc safe 
: aide, we should recommend a compliance with the 
terms of the ACL The indenture* can he Irani, 
ferred. , '. . 

A Ompyi*/.—The druggist* were not in any wny 
aJforted .by the Apothecaries’ Act of 1816. Before 
that time there was no law to prevent the practices 
to which he refers ; nor is there now. 


Litxrabv InTKM.ir.KNrn.—A Translation from 
»U« Geman Anatomi. al Allas, Farts I, and IU b y 
Dr. M. J, Weber, Pmfossor at the Uoiveistiy of 
Boris, >* about fo be published. 


Errata.—I n Mr. Windsor** paper, p. 430. 1. 14 
fWita bottom, lor read at; foot note for 


Popular Din-i tinu* to Parents on the Mnnane- I p*y 
nem f'hlldrtn, in Health amt Disease. By Hmuy j Jn 
lee*, M.R.U N. London : rtherwwid and t o., M«p.: " Smi 


**every week,** read ««rp arafc; col*«, 1. 4«»* for 
** liugeiitg." rend tinging \ p. 4JI, I. sti, r«a*| pule. 


er, page 396 , col. 9. L «, for 


Surgeou ft. Taap' retd ’ Skff/m « Ororoe 


mem *1 

6 vo. pp. 107 . * IfldiaMs; page 499 . col! l "l. is, aliei- eiretihaion 

A few Observation* »u the sobjert of Medicinal I. Ill two inverted coin mss. » 

Competition, Re. Miller, MHO. pp. 39, j l*agc a, 1. fllj *l®lf M il) V U* »«••*? 
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DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES 
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DETECTIRG POiaisS; . 


KITBIC ACID—H1THAT* or POtAIHr-IOWHe 
—HYDRIODATE Of ftfjfcflflr.*! 

-•^V. - 

Though the seven! iuhj«oti of the pre¬ 
sent paper Jiavo already been treated of at 
coniideroble length in M**iftticles by. Dr. 
O’Sbaugbneaay, published Id fhe last vo* 
lame of The Lancet, y«$;"jtf(j|rder to 
render the present aerie* complete, we 
shall present an ample abihdtft both of the 
method* of Dr. Christfob*, bpd of the im¬ 
provements upon those method* which hare 
been suggested by Dr. 0’8to#ugbnes*y, ac¬ 
companied by some criticllWiarks, which 
we eonsider applicable to the whole. ; , 

Dr. Cbristison thus describe* the nitric 
ncid in it* pure or diluted state, end the tests 
by which it may be recognised 
“ When concentrated, nitric eaajlv 
known by the odour of it* vapotff,Ttrbkh is 
peculiar. When pure, the *&, aa well as 
its vaponr, is colourless; when mixed with 
uilroua acid it is of various tint*,and gene¬ 
rally yellow or orange. The acid of Com¬ 
merce is aUo at times rendered impure by 
sulphuric acid, a circumstance which must 
be attended to iu applying the subsequent 
tests. The simplest test for the nitric or; 
nitrous acid is the action of copper, lead, or 1 
tin. if any of these metals in small frag¬ 
ments, or tin powder, be thrown iuto either 
acid previously diluted with on equal volume 
of water, an effervescence lakes place, which 
in the cose of load or copper is much acce¬ 
lerated by heat; nitric oxide gas is disen- 
gagoil; .and ruddy fumes of nitrous add gas 
are iorr led when the gas comes in contact 
with tl/o oxygen of the air. Many other 
No. 3ou. 


characteristic tests might be mentioned, bnt 
the one described is amply sufficient. In 
its diluted state it is not always bo easily 
discovered as the other mineral scids, be¬ 
cause it does not form with bases any inso¬ 
luble salt or precipitate. Professor Liebig, 
however, ha* lately discovered a very cha¬ 
racteristic and elegant test, provided the 
acid is not diluted with more than 400 parti 
of water. His teat is taken from the effect 
of thia acid on the sulphate of indigo. A 
solution of indigo in sulphuric acid into be 
added to the Buapected fluid till it commu- 
nicates a perceptible blue tint, care being 
taken not to make the tint too dark, parti¬ 
cularly when the suspected fluid is presumed 
to contain but little nitric acid. A drop of 
sulphuric acid is next to be added, and the 
mixture being put into a glass tube, heat is 
to be applied till it boils. .Vs soon as it 
reaches the point of ebullition the bine 
colour is either discharged altogether, so* 

; that a colourless liquid forms, or it give* 
place to a faint straw-yellow tint. The latter 
effect is remarked when the proportion of 
nitric acid is small, and the iudigo tint 
rather deep.” 

On the preceding observations, and on 
the value of the indigo solution as a teat for 
nitric acid in small quantities, Dr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy commented at considerable length, 

| When the nitric acid is in sufficient quan¬ 
tity, say ten drops, lie believes the mode 
examination by the metals recommended b<r 
Dr. Cbristisou to be entirely adequate, 
be denies that it is equally efficacious, 
when, ns in the majority of cases, scarcely 
so much as one drop of the pure acid can 
be obtained. When bo minute a quantity a» 
this only can be procured, it is perfectly 
evident that no such examination can ba 
made. To remedy this defect, Dr. 0*S. ha* 
recently proposed an entirely new re-agent, 
namely, morphine, which, when brought 
into contact with nitric ncid, in the minut. 
est quantity, immediately produces a bril¬ 
liant vermilion colour. The mode of per¬ 
forming the experiment requires attention* 
KK 
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A capillary tube should be used to absorb is by do means sufficiently characteristic, 
the minute drop of suspected liquid, which since the chlorates, bromates, oxalates, and 
should then be gently expelled on a parti- iodates, ore similarly affected, lie then pro- 
cie of morphine placed on a white porcelain poses a modified, and, as he conceives, more 
surface, when the chsracteriatio tint is in* accurate method, for examining the nitrate 
stoutly produced. of potash. To this we shall presently advert j 

Dr. O S. has also satisfactorily shown, in but wo must previously mention a fallacy in 
his first paper, that the evidence of the Dr. Christison’s process winch has escaped 
sulphate of indigo is entirely fallacious; as the notice of our correspondent; namely, 
chlorine, the chlorides, the chlorates, the that the nitrate of potaaaa is not soluble in 
muriate of iron, muriatic acid, and many alcohol, and UiBt white fumes arc evolved 
other re-agents possess a similar decoloris- by the action of sulphuric acid oq animal 
ing power. matter alone. These fumes are sometimes 

We proceed to consider the means de- sulphurous acid; more frequently an animal 
vised for the analysis of impure mixtures, vapour, the nature of which we are not able 
Dr. Christison recommends that the acid to determine.* It is true that Dr. Christison 
fluid be neutralised with the carbonate of speaks of tb* examination of the crystals ; 
potass, filtered and evaporated to crystal- not of an amorphous mass; but it will rarely 
lisation, that the crystals be heated with happen that crystals esn be obtained so pure 
strong sulphuric acid, in order to ascertain ' that they will contain no organic matter, and 
if nitrous fumes be evolved. “ Sometimes,” the slightest particle is sufficient to invali- 
Dr. Christison adds, “ the nitrate of potass, date the preenas by producing the sulphur* 
when mixed with animal matters, will not oasacid. Th« muriate of soda contained in 
crystallise. On that account it will be pro- organic matter or food, will also frequently 
per, when crystals are not formed, to eva- crystallise with the nitrate of potash, or 
porate gently almost to dryness, and to treat even by itself; which affords another source 
the residue with alcohol. The nitrate of j of probable mistake, 
potass is thus dissolved, and so much of the | We *r here also to recommend a mode 
animal matter left behind, that the solution j of filtration which we first adopted in experi- 
is capable of crystallising.” Again, in a ; ments on nitric acid, and which has proved 
separate chapter lie thus notices the cheini- j 0 f such greut.utility that we have, since em- 
cal properties of the nitrate of potass : j ployed it in several analyses of another sort. 


« Its chemical properties are character-j It consists of an application of the syphon 
islic; it animates the combustion of burn-j principle, by folding lengthwise a slip of 
ing fuel, yields nitrous luiut-s when heated j bibulous white paper (about three inches 

-VJeiar-t i.no . pawadp 

platinum.* The salt of commerce contains J al,out 011 mc h broad. Quo end of this 
some muriate of soda, and hence the odour | should theu be passed down to the bottom 


disengaged by sulphuric acid is often mixed 
with that of chlorine or hydrochloric acid 
gas. If it is mixed with any vegetable or 
animal infusion by which it is coloured, it 
will bo necessary, before applying these 
tests, to destroy the colour with a stream 
of chlorine, to remove by filtration any lloc- 
culent matter that may be formed, and then 
to evaporate the solution till it crystallisr-s. 
It will not always crystallise, however, when 
mingled with vegetable or animal matters; 
but it may even then be known by tho defla¬ 
gration which ensues on tho residue of the 
evaporation being dried and heated nearly 
to redness.” 

In opposition to these remarks, Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy asserts that the deflagration 

* Tbi* rc-ageuf men iy iwtir art's tl»« bu«e, and 
mu uu that due* Avl with any delicacy. 


of the suspected mixture; and the other ex¬ 
tremity bent over into a receiving glass, which 
should be placed some inches below the 
level of the glass containing the mixture for 
analysis. The annexed wood-cut exempli¬ 
fies tho apparatus; <t. tho glass contiining 
the impure mixture; 6. the paper syphon; 
c. the receiving-vessel. The entire may 
be covered with a beli-glass to prevent’any 
unnecessary evaporation. 

• T!»y air in variably a^ociutfil with theofloPMi* 
prim ifil>- 'if the nuhsunrc lured on j thus Mimtl 
«-vniv«» *o characteristic a ainell, that Mr. Hainul 
|irvt«nd-i to jiMi riam in this mainuT the n.uure of 
umjM'i H'il naiiKtuiiemi* stain*. No mnlultMuv, how. 
t-Vir, «t»oit!il lie reposed on such u prori'4', nnlcn 
tin' uohI)mI lie on a par with tut- Nujutvlidu blvyd- 

Uy uud tit point of dcUucy of smell* \ 


i 




NITftIC ACID AND 



Uy this method an extreme degree of 
purity is obtained in the filtered ftnid. Ita 
only disadvantage is the time consumed in 
the filtering, which will bo at least twenty- 
four hours for four ounces of fluid. Every, 
mechanical impurity must, it is evident, be 
entirely removed, because the fluid passes 
through at least 200 times the thickness of 
filter it would in the ordinary mode; in fact, 
itjia filtered through the length, not the 
thickueBS of the paper. In the case of the 
nitric acid its effect* were decided by the 
following comparative experiments :—six 
ounces of thick pea-soup wero divided into 
two portions, and ten minims of nitric acid 
were added to each ; they were allowed to 
stand for twenty-four hours, and then 
ascertained by litmus paper to be acid; both 
were then neutralised, and one thrown on an 
ordinary filter,—the paper syplion being 
employed with the other. In a few minutes 
a thick glutinous paste of fariouceouB matter 
m beaut the pores of the first that the liquid 
passed through with extreme .slowness, and 
the filtration was not completed for twelve 
hours. In the second the filtration occupied 
twenty-six hours. The two liquids were 
very different in point of transparency ; that 
filtered in the usual way being dark-brown, 
the other as limpid as distilled water. On 
evaporation » further difference was soon per¬ 
ceived, tlm fluid of the first deposited flakes 
of vegetable matter, and could not be crys¬ 
tallised ; the second deposited ao flakes and 

afforded several prisms as thick os needles, 
ami an inch long. 

We must now cursorily notice the mode 
in which Dr. (VShaughnessr, in his first 
paper, proposed to examine these crystals. 
He directs n drachm of them to be introduced 
into a 4nv sraull ictori with sulphuric acid, 
distillation ty be performed, and the product, 
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nitric acid, to be condensed: a part of this is 
to be tried with morphia for the red colour; a 
second to be boiled with alcohol and par¬ 
ticles of metallic silver, in order to obtain 
the fulminating silver; the third is to be 
dropped into a concentrated eolation of urea, 
which causes a precipitate of the nitrate of 
urea. 

In proposing these processes, it is evident 
that our correspondent fell into several, and 
by no means trivial errors. In the first 
place, it is quite idle to talk of a drachm of 
the nitrate of potass, in cases where great 
good fortune will scarcely supply the analyst 
with one-tenth of that quantity; secondly, 
the silver test is certainly inapplicable, be¬ 
cause the nitrate of potash must always in 
these cases contain muriate of soda, and mu¬ 
riatic acid gaB must, therefore, be disengaged 
along with the nitric, in Dr. O’Shaughnessy’s 
process of distillation. A chloride of Bilver 
will consequently be precipitated, which 
will inevitably preclude the formation of a 
particle of the fulmiuating cyanute; more¬ 
over, the process is extremely difficult of 
performance, even with the purest materials. 
We think also, that wherever a drachm of 
nitre could be obtained, it would yield 
enough of nitric acid to show its decompo¬ 
sition by the rneials, and the production of 
the brown nitrous acid fumes, which is of 
course the best evidence of the entire. 
Lastly, we do not place any confidence iii 
the indications of the urea, for this reason, 
that the precipitation is apt to be prevented 
by muriatic acid, which we have already 
shown will usually be present. 

'Ve ore, however, indebted to Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy for a much more complete—• 
u perfectly sutisfactory method, described in 
his account of the analysis of a suspected 
stain in our odllh Number. We quote the 
description, as we consider it perfectly un¬ 
exceptionable, and a curious specimen of 
the analysis of almost inconceivably minute 
quantities of matter. Coupled with the mode 
of sypbou filtering, we conceive this process 
to be amply adequate for the most compli¬ 
cated cases, for there is certainly no salt yet 
known w hich acts in the same way on mor¬ 
phine. 

u The fragment of cloth wns about an incli 
square, and was unaltered in colour round 
die margin of the corrosions; on being 
moistened with distilled water, it tasted 
It K « 
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«eid, ini nddcmdi litmu* paper ; it w 
then agitated in a stoppered phial, with jij 
or distilled water, ind a solution of oauUio 
potssb added, till litmus paper wiu no looker 
reddened. Three drops of this solution 
Were dm placed ou a bit of glass, spart 
from each other; one was touched with s 
thin glass rod moistened with the nitrate of 
barytes, the second with the nitrate of silver; 
no precipitate took place in either instance, 
and thus the absence of sulphuric and muri¬ 
atic acids or their salts was satisfactorily 
proved. 

“ After filtering the solution through s 
small glass funnel, the throat of which was 
obstructed by n pellet of lint, it was then 
evaporated to dryness on a watch crystal, 
when a white saline crust remained, which 
weighed 1 £ of a grain. The lint, when dried 
and touched with a lighted taper, burnt 
slowly like match paper or inoxa, indicating 
that the salt which passed through it in so¬ 
lution, was either a chlorate or nitrate of 
potash. To determine this point, the saline 
residue was carefully scraped together, and 
placed in a minute drop of pure diluted 
sulphuric acid on a fragment of white porce¬ 
lain ; on dropping a particle of morphia into 
this, a brilliaut vermilion stain was imme¬ 
diately produced, which afforded a beautiful 
contrast with the pale surface of the porce¬ 
lain beneath. Decisive proof was thus af¬ 
forded of the corrosions having been pro¬ 
duced by nitric acid. The rationale of the last 
experiment, however, requiresexplanation: 
on placing the particle of nitrate of potash 
in the dilute sulphuric acid, sulphate of 
potash is formed, and nitrous acid expelled, 
which immediately produces its beautiful 
and characteristic effect on the morphia. 
In repeating this experiment, it is also es¬ 
sentially necessary to use white porcelain, 
since it ia not acted on by the dilute sulphu¬ 
ric acid, and the production of the vermi¬ 
lion stain is thus rendered much more 
striking than it could be by any other mode 
of proceeding." 

The some remarks may be readily applied 
to poisoning by the nitrate of potass itself. It 
must be remembered, however, that in cases 
where putrefaction has taken place, evidence 
must be. given with great circumspection, as 
nitric acid is invariably formed by the de¬ 
composition of animal matter. To conclude 
our notice of the nitric acid. If only the 
small quantity of nitrate of potass described 
by Dr. O'Shaughnessy can be procured, still 
the analyst may rest satisfied with the indi¬ 
cations afforded by morphine, coupled with 
the deflagration of the filter-paper or lint. 
In the case of stains it would be wrong to 
um the syphon-hiter. Jtinally, if a large 


quantify of nitre be obtained, It nay be de- 
competed by sulphuric acid in a small retort, 
and the product condensed, and treated with 
a few particles of copper, when the ruddy 
fumes of nitrous add will be disengaged. 

IODINE AND TUB HVDIUOIUTK OF POTASH. 

Iodine *—The hydriodic acid and the hydri- 
odate of potash are important poisons, and 
deserve serious attention,although Dr. Chris- 
tison hss passed over the first without propos¬ 
ing any method by which it may be detected, 
and lie treats of the Inst in far too suppifi- 
cia! a manner. The characteristic chemical 
property of iodine in the free state is, that 
it forms with a cold solution of starch s blue 
compound, the iodine of starch, which, by 
the action of heat, is rendered transparent 
ami colourless, and which, by a current of 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas, is also bleached 
and converted into hydriodic acid. This acid 
has no effect upon starch, and with alkalies 
it forms a class of neutral salts, the bydrio- 
dates, of which the most important ia the 
hydrioiiuto of potass. This salt iu solution 
is capable of dissolving a considerable 
quantity of free iodine, and thus forms an 
ioduretted hydriodate. When an oxygenized 
acid, such as the sulphuric, is odded to it, 
iodine is set free, which inBy be detected by 
starch. The liydriodates are decomposed 
by many neutral metallic solutions, viz. 
those of platinum, lead, silver, and mercury, 
an iodide of the metal being precipitated. 
The iodide of platinum is soluble in ether 
und ammonia, and when etuporated to dry¬ 
ness, yields free iodine on the application 
of heat. 

Iodine, when taken‘into the alimentary 
canal, remains there but t very short time 
in a free condition. If the poisoned animal 
have recently eaten broad, potatoes, or other 
amyluceous matters, the iodine is almost 
immediately convened into the iodide of 
starch, ami this again is, by some inexplica¬ 
ble digestive process, transformed into the 
hydriodic acid. So rapidly do these changes 
take place, that in one instance iu which we 
administered a drachm of solid iodine to a 
dog, though vomiting took place in fifteen 
mimitea, vet not a trace of free iodine could 
be delected by starch in the rejected mat¬ 
ters, though hydriodic acid was v>umi ia 
large quantities. 
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A g*in» the bydriodic toidoao* fona^ is 
rapidly eliminated through the moral exora- 
lory ohanaeli. In forty minutes wo hive 
found it in the urine, in which, in die dog 
juit alluded to, it was detected occasionally 
for live days; viz., on the lint and second, 
and on the fourth and fifth, when he died. 
Strange to say, though the same process 
was performed with every precauliou on the 
third day, it gave no indications whatever of 
any compound of iodine. We found it, how¬ 
ever, in the saliva, which was secreted in im¬ 
mense quantities on that day. After death 
not a trace existed in the contents of the ali¬ 
mentary canal. It is also worth recording, that 
in this instance and four others no trace of in¬ 
flammation existed in the iuiestines.wiih die 
exception of a few ulcerations of the glands 
of IVyer and Brunnor ; bat the air-cells of 
both lungs were infiltrated with pus, ant] 
their substunce was pretematurally soft. 

This case we consider of great practical 
importance, ns we hare strong reason to be¬ 
lieve that it affords an exact parallel to the 
chemical facts to be attended to in the hu¬ 
man subject. We believe that wherever 
death occurs later than sixty hours after 
poisoning by iodine, it will be sought in 
vain in the alimentary canal, while it may 
have been readily detected during- life iu 
the urine. One of the first chemical duties 
of the practitioner called to a suspected case 
should, therefore, be to secure that excre¬ 
tion for analytic examination. 

In Ur. Chiistison’s observations on the 
iodine poisons, these facts are entirelyomit- 
ti-das fur a.s the analysis is concerned, and n 
raode of detecting die liydriodates is pro- 
imBed, which would inevitably lead to total 
failure if applied to any complicated mineral 
fluid, such as the urinary excretion. We 
shall not, therefore, transfer it to oui 
columns, but proceed to detail the process 
which Ur. O’Shaughnessy has proposed, and 
tvhich we have had repeated opportunities 
df examining since his paper was published 
in this Journal. 

lie seta out in his chemical examination, 
on the supposition that some combination of 
iodine 1ms been taken. In order therefore- 
?to ascertain whether any free iodine is pre¬ 
sent, the contents of the alimentary cnnnl 
fijv triturated with a little cold solution ot 
starch, Which would immediately cause the 
mixture to assume a blue colour, if the 


blue colour ippear, the mixture if, if a** 
Misery, dsteted with water, end exposed to 
a current of lulpbWetted hydrogen, by which 
the iodide of etireh it decolorised and eon- 
verted into hydriodio acid* If no blue colour 
have been produced, the mixture is merely 
boiled with water and filtered. If the filter¬ 
ed fluid redden litmus paper, it should be 
neutralised with caustic potasaa, and then 
reacidulated with acetic acid. He next adds 
the solution of the chloride of platinum, 
which, with the most minute quantities of 
bydriodicacid, either causes a dark-red pre¬ 
cipitate, or changes the fluid to a port-wine 
colour. It is then to ho agitated with an 
ounce of ether, which dissolves the iodide 
of platinum, and separates it from the Other 
lluida swimming on their surface, from, 
which it may he removed by a suction tube. 
The ethereal solution is, finally, to be eva¬ 
porated to dryness, and the iodide of plati¬ 
num heated by the spirit-lamp flame in a 
small glass tube, when the iodine is disen¬ 
gaged in its characteristic violet vapour, 
and condenses on the sides of the tube in 
dark dendritic crystals. 

The above process we have found to be 
extremely delicate and easy of execution. It 
is especially applicable to the urine or saliva. 
Occasionally in the urine, the simple addi¬ 
tion of cold solution of starch and sulphuric 
acid will strike the peculiar blue colour, 
which may be considered sufficient evi¬ 
dence. This experiment, however, is by 
no means so delicate ns that just detailed, 
and it is, moreover, exceedingly liable to be 
interfered with by the animal matters which 
die urine contains. 


REGENERATION OT THE LEXS. 

Some years ago, MM. Cocteau and Leroy 
d’Etiolle published in Mageudie’s Journal a 
series of experiments, from which they were 
led to suppose that the lens, after having 
been extracted, is reproduced. The follow¬ 
ing is a brief account of these experiments, 
lhe extinction of the lens was always 
made on both eyes by on incision at the up¬ 
per part of the cornea, and was generally 
attended by prolapsus of the iris, ami fol¬ 
lowed by violent inflammation. 

First Expo imevt .—This was made on a 
rabbit three mouths old, The leus could. 
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not toe made to prolapse, except by means of 
the curette; the eyes became violently in¬ 
flamed, and when the animal was killed, a 
fortnight after the operation, the right eye 
was found almost destroyed by inflamma¬ 
tion, and without any trace of the lens ; but 
in the left, where the inflammation had been 
less intense, the capsule ia stated to have 
contained a mall Icntiform transparent 
body, of less consistence than the healthy 
lens, and in that respect almost similar to 
its external poi'tion. Of the size of the re- 
generated lens nothing is mentioned. 

In the Second Experiment, which was also 
performed on a young rabbit, the same re¬ 
sults were obtained, viz. in the right eye, no 
trace of a reproduced lens teas discovered on 
the 33rd day after the experiment, but in 
the left eye. the capsule was found to con¬ 
tain a transparent Icntiform body, of less 
consistence than the lens in its natural stute. 

In the Third Experiment , the animal wee 
killed on the .'Will day after the operation; 
no lens had formed on either eye, and the 
capsule contained only some gruinous mutter 
of rather more density than the vitreous 
body, but in no respects resembling a lens. 

Fourth Exjieriment. — During the opera¬ 
tion, which was performed on a cat, consi¬ 
derable hiemorrhage took place, in conse¬ 
quence of a wound of the iris, which also 
prolapsed. Violent inflammation ensued, 
and when, on the SOth day after the experi¬ 
ment, the eyes were examined, the mem¬ 
branes were found firmly ndbprent to one 
another, so that their contents hardly ad¬ 
mitted of any distinct examination. Nothing 
is said about the lens in the right eye, but 
in the transparent centre of the left eye, the 
experimenters found « small body of almost 
lenticular form and amber cotour, which 
firmly adhered to the surrounding parts, 
and was of great consistence, so as almost to 
resemble a dried portion of the lens, or a 
piece of thich membrane. ( Analog no du 
Tesus si une membrane dpuisse ou si uue por¬ 
tion du cri stall in dessfeche.) 

The Fifth Experiment was performed on 
a dog of middle size; considerable inflam¬ 
mation ensued, and when the animal was 
killed, about six weeks afterwards, no trace 
of any lens could be. discovered tn the left 
eye , but in the right the capsule was found 
to contain a transparent Icntiform ondy, of 
less size and consistence than the lots in Us 
healthy state. 

The Sixth Experiment was performed on a 
rabbit, and it is stated that when the animal 
was killed, six months after the operation, 
tho capsule of both eyes was found to con¬ 
tain a transparent lens of the same size and 
consistence ax those which had been ex¬ 
tracted. In order to obtain still greater 
certainty about the result, the reproduced 


lenses were put into boiling water, by which 
they became opaque, hard, and friable,like 
those which had been extracted, except that 
the lamellous structure of the new lenses 
was evident in their external portions only. 
It is to be regretted that the last expe¬ 
riment is related in a few words only, 
while in the five former a detailed descrip¬ 
tion is given of the operation and its imme¬ 
diate consequences up to the death of the 
animal. 

From these experiments, MM. Cocteau 
and Leroy conclude, that do doubt cau be 
entertained with regard to the reproduction 
of the lens, an inference which might appear 
extraordinary, if the experimental physiolo¬ 
gists of the Magoudie school had not tho 
exclusive right of forming hasty conclusions 
from imperfect experiments. Fortunately, 
the above experiments have been lately're¬ 
peated by ill, Bsckhuusen at Beilin, tinder 
tho superintendence of M. lltnlolphi, ami 
we must state, that the manuer in which his 
experiments are conducted and described, 
entitles them to much more confidence than 
those of MM. Cocteau and Leroy. The title 
of the work in which M. Bnckhausen has 
published his experiments, is, J)e liege- 
nerutionc Lent is Crystaliuur Script. Oph • 
Ihahn. Miu. ed Had ins, vol. iii, 

M. Backhausen begins his treatise with 
a few comments on too experiments of his 
predecessors. “ It will be remarked,” ho 
says, " that, on the whole, twelve eyes were 
examined, in which the lenses hud been ex¬ 
tracted ; of these, six did not exhibit any 
trace of a reproduced lens; in two (fourth 
and fifth experiments), after very intense 
inflammation, so as to.produce a complete 
concretion of the tunics, leulifortn bodies 
were found, of which the one * resembled 
u dried portion or lens, or a thick membrane/ 
nnd the other was 1 le ss in size and consist¬ 
ence than the lens in its healthy condition/ 
With regard to the first and second experi¬ 
ments, in which rudiments of the new lens 
were found after slight inflammation, I 
must observo, that the lenses of rabbits are so 
very large, as to render it extremely difficult 
to extract them entirely, ami without leaving 
some portion of them, nnd if the removal of 
the lens requires the assistance of tho cu¬ 
rette, I am convinced that some divi¬ 
sion of it cannot be avoided. The pieces of 
lens which wero found iu the two vxpeti- 
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menu In question, must consequently ra¬ 
ther he considered os remains of the parti¬ 
ally extracted lens, than as rudiments of 
reproduced ones. Lastly; the sixth expe¬ 
riment is entitled to no confidence at all, for 
the description of it merely atatefl the fact of 
its haring been performed, and attended 
with complete Buccess.” 

We now giro an abridged account of M, 
Rack hausen's experiments. Tho incision of 
the cornea was always made at the upper 
segment with Beer's knife, or in very young 
rabbits with a smaller one. 

Exj*. I.—In a rabbit of four month's both 
leniea were extracted ; a small portico of 
the corpus ritreum of the right eye pro¬ 
truded, but the iris was not wounded .in 
either eye, nor did it prolapse. Slight in¬ 
flammation followed, but was speedily sub¬ 
dued hy cold lotiona ; and aftikr twenty-two 
days, when the animal was killed, both eyes, 
with the exception of tho cicatrix of the 
cornea, were found healthy, without any 
effect of inflammation, but also without any 
from of lens in the capsule, tho posterior 
portion of which waa healthy and trans¬ 
parent. 


I Exps. V. and VI.—On & voting rabbit the 
lleft lens was extracted without difficulty; 
alight inflammation followed, but baring 
almost subsided on the seventh day, the 
operation was performed on the right eye j 
the section of the cornea was, however, un¬ 
fortunately, not large enough, so that only 
part of it could be removed; the iris also 
prolapsed, and could not be reduced. 
Twenty-five days after the first operation 
the animal was killed; the left eye, with 
the exception of a slight opacity of tho 
cornea, was perfectly healthy, but without 
any truce of lens ; in the right the effects 
of iritis were visible, and the capsule con- 
tained a mall portion of lens. 

Exps. VII. and VITI.-The extraction of 
the left lens offered nothing of interest j 
that of the right waa performed after an in¬ 
terval of a week, though not with complete 
success, for the lens did not prolapse en¬ 
tire, but was removed in several pieces. 
However, on the examination of the eye 
eighteen days alter the second operation, 
nothing of the lens was found in it, so that 
it was either removed entirely hy the ope¬ 
ration, or what remained had been absorbed 
afterwards. In the left eye no trace of the 
tens could be found. 


Exr. II.—A rabbit of two years wns sub¬ 
mitted to the operation, which, however, on 
account of the violent contractions of the 
infundibulilbrm muscle, proved unsuccess* 
ful. In the left eye almost half of the lens 
could be made to protrude, and was ex¬ 
tracted; in the right the extraction could 
not be performed at nil. On the death nfj 
the animat, twenty dsys after the operation, 
the left eye was found in a healthy con¬ 
dition, without any signs or effects of in¬ 
flammation ; the capsule was' perfectly, 
closed, uml contained a portion of the lens 
in a semi-transparent slate ; the right eye 
was entirely destroyed by inflammation. 

Kxrv Ilf. and IV,—In a full grown rab¬ 
bit, the Ii'im of the right eye was extracted; 
during the operation, a small portion of thn 
iris prolapsed, hut within n few dors spon¬ 
taneously weul back, merely by keeping 
the animal in n dark place. Atteraweek 
the lens of the left eye was extracted; nei¬ 
ther of the operations waa followed by any 
inflammation; and when the animal was 
killed on the 25th day after the extraction 
of tho lens, the cornea of tho right eye was 
found to be rather opaque, hut tho other 
tunics, as well as the humours of the eye, 
were in a healthy atuie ; of the capsule and 
lens vo truer could be tSmuuretf. The 
same was the result of the examination u/i 
the. left eye., except that in it tlm posterior: 
lamina of tho capsule was found. 


Exps. IX. and X.—In a rabbit of fourteen 
days, both lenses were extracted, the one 
bix days after the other; hardly any in¬ 
flammation took place; ami when, after 
twenty-three dnvs, tho eyes were dissected, 
they were found perfectly healthy, but 
without any trace of lens. 

The extraction of the lens wns then per¬ 
formed on two other rabbits of the same age, 
with uvttflu the same result. 

All the eyes on which the experiments 
had been made, were placed in spirit of 
wine, but even hy this method no traces 
of lens could be discovered in nny, except 
those which had been the subjects of tho 
second and sixth experiments. 

The resean-hes of M. Backhausen appear 
' to us to be almost conclusive against MM. 
Cocteau and Leroy ; we should, however, 
wish to see them again repeated by as ac¬ 
curate experimenters as II. Backhausen, 
with the precaution of letting the animals 
\ live in some cases tor six moatbs after tho 
operation, os wns done by MM. Cocteau 
and Leroy i*’- one case. 



616 


TAPPING IN HYDROCEPHALUS* 


rUNCTU&E OF THE SKULL IN 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 

A late Number of the Lancctte Fran • 
faise mentions a case of hydrocephalus in a 
child of fourteen months, on whom a Dr. 
Bedor, of Troyes, performed the puncture 
of the skull with complete success. The first 
puncture, which was performed on the 12th 
of December 1(527, gate issue to about a pint 
of limpid serum, and was followed by the 
cessation of the effects of pressure on the 
brain, as coma, squinting, hemiplegia of the 
left side, and contraction of the left thigh. 
These symptoms having however returned, 
it was found necessary to repeat the opera¬ 
tion, by which a smaller quantity of serum 
was evacuated with considerable relief. In 
this manner the operation was performed 
nine times within four months, after which 
period the child seemed to be perfectly well, 
and remained so for a year, when it died of 
pneumonia. On examination the right ven¬ 
tricle was found larger than usual, with at¬ 
tenuation of its parietes. At its upper part! 
an infundibuliform impression was found, at 
the bottom of which were three fistulous 
points, probably the consequence of the 
punctures. 


a case or * 

KClIiRHUS UTERI, 

WITH MALIGNANT ULCERATION OK TUT. UTt- 
JIUB, AND LMifl J’ATION O* THAT ORGAN. 

By D. Evans, Esq., Sure eon, Helper, 
BerOyshirt. 

[Communicated by Du. Blundell 
and Dr. Calvert.] 

Joseph Haslam’s wife, a-tat. 47, of light 
complexion, stout, and not of unhealthy ap¬ 
pearance, the mother of thirteen children, 
applied for rplief in the hi ginning of April 
under the following circumstances :— 

She states, that in i eh. last, during the 
severe frost and snow, she exposed herw If 
to Use cold at the lime she was menstruat¬ 
ing ; the discharge disappeared huddonly, 
and ever since she Iras felt great uneasmexe, [ 
and occasionally very severe pains tn tonj 
region of the uterus, KotnetimeH extendin'.; j 
to the loins and down the thighs, bhe has 


ft very offensive discharge from th« vagina. 
On examining with the finger by the vagina, 
the os uteri felt of a scirrhous hardness. 
With tbe assistance of a speculum, an un¬ 
healthy-looking ulcer, somewhat larger than 
a shilling, was discovered on the posterior 
edge, and rather within the os uteri } with 
the finger by the rectum the uterus felt 
harder than natural, and apparently some¬ 
what enlarged. Her general health was 
pretty good : she had menstruated regularly 
since she left off suckling her lust child. 

She was directed to use a lotion, consist¬ 
ing of one part of the solution of cliloruret of 
soda, and sixteen of water; to have the ulcer 
touchedjflnily with a strong solution of ar¬ 
gent! Uf£M, by means of a camel-hair 
pencil’} to take the extracts of byoaciamus 
and cicuta three times a day, nn opiate 
when the phin was violent, nnd to have the 
bowfcls regulated by means of cattor oil. 

This plan of treatment was continued until 
the time she underwent the operation, with¬ 
out any material alteration. She was seen 
by L>rs. Calvert and Bent, who considered 
her castle bo hopeless. Tbe latter rec om¬ 
mended the muri&tcd tincture of iron to b« 
used in the same manner ns the nitrate of 
silver,..which was to be discontinued. 

In the beginningT-of July she took to her 
bed. Not deriving any material benefit from 
the treatment above mentioned, anti being 
aware of the malignant nature of the disease 
from which she was suflVring, site inquired 
if it were not practicable to have the dis¬ 
eased parts removed bv nn operation, and 
stated iier willingness to submit to any mea¬ 
sures, however painful, that would afford her 
a chance of recovery. She was told that no 
operation short of removing the entire womb 
could possibly benefit her, that this was au 
op».r»U0u attended with extreme danger; 
that every possible means should be taken to 
palliate her sufferings, and with this assur¬ 
ance hire had butter be resigned to her fate, 
ibis, howesar^llflfrom satisfying her; 
■die continued to upge an operation at every 
I'iCCwditigftik. Bsi'ftolicitoUous were par¬ 
ried tor some time, but at length consented 
io. With the assistance of Mr.Bennett, I per¬ 
formed the operation at onu o'clock on Sa¬ 
turday, October 16th, in the following man¬ 
ner Before proceeding with the details of 
the operation, it may be propur to state lire 
alteration that had taken place in the pu- 
tient since her first application. Her gene¬ 
ral health was impaired, but not more than 
might have been expected from the long 
confinement ami the suffering she had under¬ 
gone : she was wot niuclt emucinlmi, but 
very pale. For the last seven or eight week* 

I she bad had a contiidembln discharge t»i 
j ibr.od, whieh she call' d being unwell, Tltr 
j ulceration bad extended considerably; tin 
os uteri had quite »lagged appvnrauce. li 
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the upper portion of the vagina there was a 
little hardness, but no ulceration. Her pulse 
was small, and quicker than natural; her 
tongue was pretty clean, and her appetite 
not bad. 

Operation.— The patient was placed on 
her back with the legs bent, as in the opera¬ 
tion for lithotomy ; the bonds and feet were 
not bound, but each leg was supported by 
an BRsistant. Weiss’s speculum ani was in¬ 
troduced by the vagina, and a portion of the 
neck of the uterua seized with a pair of 
LUfranc’a forceps, which Were pushed be¬ 
tween the blades of the speculum, and held 
by ]\lr. Bennett. The speculum was how 
withdrawn, and the uterus pulled down into 
the vagina, so as to be visible to-bati tfre labia 
wore separated. Another portion *<>f <the 
uterus was tnkon bold of by 3 , deeotad pair of 
forceps similar to the form^pin^ likewise 1 
held fry Mr. Bennett. He wwrtNjjqueated to 
raise the uteruB towards tbfr {Hltfes, so as to' 
Beparate it as far as possible fcoin the rec- j 
turn, by wliich means the ©perntor had a, 
better 'chance of seeing the parts he was 
about to divide, and was also in leas danger 
of wounding the rectum, The Suit incision 
was mode with a common scalpel into that 
portion of the vagina which lies between the 
uterus and the rectum, dividing the mucous 
membrane and the fibroqfi Substance of the 
vagina, but not penetrating the cavity of the 
pcritoueum. The index linger of the left 
baud, armed with a stratght probe-pointed 
bistoury, wbs passed into the wound, and 
the incision continued first as far as the right 
lateral lignmeut, aud then as fur us the left. 
Thus the posterior half of the vagina was 
divided. The uterus was now drawn down 
towards the anus, by Mr. -Bennett altering 
the position of the forceps, so os to expose 
the parts between it aud the bladder. I then 
proceeded to make a small aperture in that 
portion of the vagina situated between the 
uterus aud the bladder, into the cavity of 
the peritoneum. Thfol^^hia^openiug the 
index finger of the left brad waa introduced, 
and the iucision extended each way as fur 
ns the luternl ligaments, in a similur manner 
to what has been mentioned in dividing the 
posterior parts. At this period of the ope- 
ration the bludder was unfortunately punc¬ 
tured, and from three to four ounces of urine 
escaped ut the opening. This was partly 
owing to a fold of the bladder being dragged 
down with the uterus from its natural situa¬ 
tion, and partly to the quantity of urine 
which the bladder contained. It was in¬ 
tended that (he catheter should be intro¬ 
duced prior to the commencement of the 
operation, but as the patient stated she had 
just evacuated the contents of the Madder 
us well ns the bowels, it was deemed unne- 
ceBsary. Them now only remained to be 
divided, the lateral ligaments uud the purls j 


contained in them. The forceps being re¬ 
moved, and the hand carried into the vagina 
(which was easily effected), two or three 
fingers were passed through the anterior 
incision, and the fundus of the uterus booked 
down by them. A strong tenaculum was 
deeply fixed into the uterus, by which it 
was drawn down, so as partially to protrude 
at the os externum; the left index finger 
was passed behind the right lateral ligament, 
it was then divided, with the round ligament 
and fallopian tube, and afterwards behind 
the left, which, with its contents, was di¬ 
vided in like manner. The uterus was now 
completely separated—it waa removed with¬ 
out any difficulty. Two or three small por¬ 
tions of hardened vagina were left in the 
pelvis, to be removed at some future period 
if necessary. 

The operation was borne with very great 
fortitude ; it lasted about tweuty minutes, 
arid not more than five or-six ounces of blood 
were lost. The patient appeared somewhat 
exhausted, but not more than might have 
been expected after so severe an operation. 
A little brandy and water were given, after¬ 
wards she was put to bed, aud took sixty 
drops of laudanum. 

Examination of the Uterus .—The uterus 
was rather larger than natural, and the os 
uteri a complete mass of ulceraliou. On 
cutting open the uterus, its walls were found 
to be thickened and Exceedingly hard. 1 ho 
ulceration had not extended beyond the 
neck; the mucous membrane lining the 
hotly of the uteru 6 had a healthy appear¬ 
ance. 

Eight p.m. Complains of occasional pains 
iu the lower part of the abdomeu, which 
she attributes to wind, but without any 
tenderness or distension. Countenance 
rather anxious; pulse 120 , aud feeble. 
Ordered fomentations to the bully, and 
thirty leeches if the pain be not relieved in 
the course of an hour ; the female catheter 
to be introduced and allowed to remain in 
the urethra. 

Second day. Nine a.m. Sunday. Has 
slept several hours during the night; pain 
relieved by the leeches and fomentations ; 
took half an ounce of castor oil at her own 
request, which was rejected in u few 
minutes ; still complains of sickness, and 
Hying pnins in the lower part of the abdo¬ 
men ; has bud no stool; uriue passes freely 
by the catheter; tongue slightly furred in 
the centre, ami dry, but moist on the edges; 
pulse 120, and feeble; na fever. Apply 
twenty leeches to the lower part of the 
belly; let her take the saline eflervesting 
medicine every three or four hours, and a 
second dose of castor oil immediately. Her 
•tiet to consist of milk-porridge and barley- 
water. 

Niue p.m. Her general appearance is not 
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so favourable as in the morning; counte¬ 
nance rather anxious; complains of feeling 
low, and has been troubled very much with 
sickness ; has slept at intervals during the 
day. She is free from pain ; the belly is 
sort, and pressure is borne without pain. Or¬ 
dered twenty drops of lit}, opii sedutivus, 
with a little mint-water, and the dose to be 
repeated in two hours if necessary; to have 
a little weak brandy and water, and to be 
kept very still and quiet. 

Third day. Monday. Nine a.m. Some¬ 
thing belter; slept well till four o’clock, 
when tiie pain returned; Bhe then took a 
second dose of liq. opii Be d at mis, after! 
which she became easy, and fell asleep; 
pulse same as last night; tongue rather 
more furred, and drier ; countenance more 
natural; is free from pain ; has only had 
one evacuation ; belly a little too fu>l, hut 
not tender. To take half an ounce of castor 
oil directly, and to repeat the dose in three 
or four hours if necessary. Continue the 
effervescing medicine. 

Nine i*.m. Scarcely so well. Complains; 
of u pain in the right hip and groin, which ; 
has continued for the last two hours; the I 
bowels have been purged rather violently; 
(seven or eight times), which Las produced: 
a good deal of lowness; has been sick for; 
the last^hour; pulse 120, and feeble, as ves-! 
terday; hastakenfood several times, and slept 
Kl intervals. Repeat the anodyne draught. 

Fourth day. Tuesday. Mine a.m. Some. | 
thing better this morning. Slept pretty well 
during the night; belly soft, and not at all 
painful; pulse same as last night; still com¬ 
plains of sickness; has not purged since lust 
night. Continue the effervescing mixture. 

Nine r.M. Not so well; has been dis¬ 
turbed by the family, llelly a little fuller 
than natural, rather painful, but not tender ; 
sickneBs has not returned since morning; 
pulse lib,and rather stronger, lias had no 
stool since last night. Ordered fomentations 
to tho belly; to take another composing 
draught to-night, and three drachms ol‘ca6tor 
oil the first thing in the morning. 

Fifth day. Wednesday. Nine a.m. Some¬ 
thing better ; pain relieved by the fomenta¬ 
tions ; pulse J20; tongue ruther furred in 
the centre ; countenance more natural; belly 
still too large, particularly about tho pubic 
region; has had no stool. The urine has 
passed by the vagina since last night. The 
catheter was withdrawn, aud found to be 
quite stopped up with thick mucus; it was 
cleaned and again passed into the. bladder, 
when about an ounce and n half of healthy 
urine enme away. Has had a slight return 
of sickness this morning. A common glvs- 
ter to be administered immediately. She 
liad a return of pain in the middle of the 
day ; it was relieved after the bowels hail 
been movod, and twenty leeches applied. 


Nine r.M. Much better; quite free from 
pain ; a little urine passes by the catheter , 
but more by the vagina. Repeat the ano¬ 
dyne draught. 

Sixth duy, Thursday. Nine a.m. lfns 
had a good night, and continues better in 
every respect. 

Nine r.M. Not quite so well; catheter 
has got plugged up again, and the urine has 
• come away by the vagina, causing severe 
i smarting. In other respects she is quite us 
i well as in the morning. The catheter wns 
I removed, cleaned, and replaced. To take 
another opiate to night. 

Seventh day. Friday. Nine a.m. lias 
passed a good night; complains ouly of the 
smarting pain in the vagina ; catheter quite 
stopped up; no urine has passed by it for 
some hours. The nurse wns shown how to 
introduce the catheter, and requested to 
withdraw it frequently, clean it, and intro¬ 
duce it again. 

Eighth da}'. Saturday, Nino a.m. Much 
betu-r: pain quite gone ; has pussed a good 
night; huwols quite open. 

Nine r.M. Continue*better. 

Ninth day. Sunday. Still better. 

Tenth day. Monday. No material al¬ 
teration. She takes milk-porridge several 
times during the day. From this tira« .she 
has continued to improve. On the 30th of 
October a Bpeculum was passed into the 
vagina; tho parts appeared healthy; but, 
on examining with the finger, the cicatrix 
felt bard and seitrhous. The puucturo in 
i the bludder was not perceived ; hut as the 
; urine continued to pass by the vagina, it 
i was too certaiu that the wound in the lilad- 
j der was not healed, She was requested to 
I lie upon her belly ns much as possible, so as 
! to allow the edges of the wouud to be in 
! contact with ca<d* other; by this means it 
! was hoped that union might lake place. 
i(>n the otb of November, she had a slight 
i return of pain in her back striking clown 
; her thighs and into the groins; it was re¬ 
lieved by the application of half a dozen 
leeches, and the:hip-bath. At the present 
lime, Nov. 16th, she appears better than she 
was before undergoing the operation. Iler 
tongue is clean, her appetite good, and her 
countenance animated. She is unconscious 
of any other discharge from tho vagina, ex¬ 
cept the urine ; to-day she has been re¬ 
quested to discontinue the catheter alto¬ 
gether, and to wear a piece of eponge in the 
vagina. 


An sen io in Aoui;.—Dr. Dakin, of Co¬ 
lumbus, Btates, that lie has given Arsenic in 
large doses in Ague with great success,—in 
pills, in doses of gr., 4 times a day;—in 
one case, 5 grs. in 3 days, and without any 
serious injury. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON HERNIA. 

J)y John Lizars, Etq., Surgeon to the 
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 

When we take a survey of tlie cases re¬ 
corded in the medical periodicals during 
the last few years, we cannot refrain from 
coming to the conclusion that we have not 
data sufficient to decide the propriety of! 
operating in this perplexing disease; and 
these cases must convince every unpre¬ 
judiced observer, that peculiarities occur in 
hernia which overturn nil our amici potions 
and prognostications; whilo they seem to 
prove that little short of a life-time spent 
in a hospital is requisite to amass a suffi¬ 
cient number of cases to guide us in our 
diagnosis. From these case*, then, together 
with those which have fallen under my own 
immediate observation, as also from con¬ 
sidering what has been written on hernia by 
aomt* of the ablest systematic authorities, I 
am induced lo offer a few observations on 
tho subject, together with the reports of 
cases which appear to me worthy of atten¬ 
tion in a practical point of view. 

Thera are four apeciea of hernia which, in 
my opinion, demand an operation, viz., the 
acute or inflammatory strangulated; the 
alow or chronic strangulation ; the incarce¬ 
rated hernia; and the obstructed hernia. 
Mostly all authors are agreed that an opera¬ 
tion is indispensable in the acute kind of 
strangulation, and very few dissent from its 
necessity in the chronic species; but a diffe¬ 
rence of opinion exists amongst our greatest 
authorities regarding an operation being ne¬ 
cessary in either the incarcerated or the ob¬ 
structed hernia. 

The incarcerated is considered synony¬ 
mous with the strangulated, by Mr. Law¬ 
rence; and according lo etymology he is 
nearly correct, as both of them mean nu 
impediment or interruption to actions or 
functions. The term incWberated, or im¬ 
prisoned, applied commonly to an individual 
who is prevented from extending his actions 
beyond a given extent or boundary, is ob¬ 
viously employed by way of metaphor in 
surgery ; whereas the word strangulated, as 
used in surgical language, means, when 
applied to the intestines,that they nre suffo¬ 
cated or unable to circulate their contents. 
By Professor C. Bell, accordingly the in¬ 
carcerated iB considered distinct from the 
strangulated hernia; and it may be viewed 
ns nnulogouB to the chronic kind of strangu¬ 
lation in its first stage, that is, before tho 
inflammatory symptoms have begun. In the 
writings, then, of the two authors now 
named, there is no difference between the 
incarcerated of the one, and the incipient 
stage of the chronic kind of strangulation of 


the other ; nor, strictly speaking, would 
there be any difference between these, and 
the obstructed of Mr. Stephens, did not this 
last author insist on adhesions being a con¬ 
dition of the obstruction, Mr. Lawrence 
himself allows that the symptoms are often 
of such a mixed and indefinite nature, as to 
allow of their being arranged without impro¬ 
priety under either the acute or the chronic 
species ; and Mr. Stephens considers mixed 
cases, that is, cases of obstruction and stran¬ 
gulation, to be of much more frequent occur¬ 
rence than those of simple obstruction. 
These three species, the chronic kind of 
strangulation, the incarcerated, and the ob¬ 
structed hernia, all prove fatal if not re¬ 
lieved, by inducing, first, impediment to the 
muscular or perialnltic action of the intes¬ 
tine ; secondly, inflammation; and, lastly, 
exhaustion, or gangrene. “ Surgeons,”says 
Professor C. Bell, “ should put this simple 
question to themselves : Does it not happen, 
that when there is obstruction in circum¬ 
stances which do not prevent tho blood pass¬ 
ing to the diseased or obstructed part, when 
consequently there is not gangrene from 
deficiency of circulation, yet the patient ia 
carried off with tho same train of symptoms, 
and in the same period, and with similar ap¬ 
pearances after death, as in what is called 
strangulated hernia? It is the obstruction 

I of the canal, then, which kills the patient, 
not the strangulation and injury to a part of 
the intestine; and the obstruction kills by 
the violence of the inflammation occasioned 
by the accumulation in the upper parts of 
the canal, and the violent working of the 
miiBCular coat of the intestines.” So much 
for Professor C. Bell’s clear definition of 
incarcerated hernia. 

“ The slow strangulation,” says Mr. 
Lawrence, “ takes place in large aud old 
heruiiu, which have been often protruded 
and replaced, or which have been long un¬ 
reduced. The contained intestines, removed 
from their natural situation, ami no longer 
supported by the pressure of the respiratory 
muscles, are probably rendered somewhat 
indolent in performing their functions.— 
Irritation aud obstruction, and a consequent 
j nccumulatiou of the iutestinal contents, 
supervene.” 

I Mr. Stephens, again, is of opinion, that 
| adhesion of the intestine to the sac produces 
the same fatal result as the incarcerated 
hernia. “ The character,” sayg he, “ which 
the disease assumes, is that of peritoneal 
and general abdominal inflammationthe 
symptoms are not clearly those of strangu¬ 
lation : dissection, however, shows a very 
extensive inflammation of the intestines, 
&o. t and more especially among the con¬ 
tents of the hernia. The inflammation hero 
occurs as a consequence of the adhesions 
and morbid conditions which tho parts iu a 
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rupture acquire; and therefore a hernia, 
besides the risk of its becoming strangulated, 
has other mischievous and fatal tendencies." 

This preternatural adhesion of the pro¬ 
truded intestine in the last species, or ob¬ 
structed hernia, it is obvious, must bind 
down the gut, so as to prevent its muscular 
or peristaltic action ;—thenoe it becomes an 
obstruction to the course of the feces, and 
ultimately excites the contiguous portion of 
the intestine to inflame ; just in tbe same 
way as, only in a milder degree than, Gim- 
bernat’s ligament biuds down a small part 
of the paries, not the whole cylinder, of the 
intestine in crural hernia, and produces in¬ 
flammation, with inverted action of the 
intestinal canal, arid nil the concomitant 
symptoms of strangulation. The adhesion 
of the gut, then, in this species, or obstruct¬ 
ed hernia,must impede its natural functions 
more than in either the incarcerated or the 
slow kind of strangulation; for, in the first, 
or the obstructed, there is the adhesion com¬ 
bined with the removal of the intestine from 
its natural situation, together with the want 
of pressure by the respiratory muscles. 

4 * It may be a question,” says Mr, Law¬ 
rence, “ whether the stricture produces its 
injurious effects, that is, the peritoneal in- j 
(lamination which supervenes sooner or luter 
by direct irritation of the parts included, or 
wore indirectly by obstructing the in test inn! 
contents j” and Mr. Travers observes, “ that 
the symptoms of strangulated hernia cannot 
be distinguished from those of mechanical 
obstruction, unconnected with pressure.” 

Having made these preliminary obser¬ 
vations, I shall proceed to detail two cases 
of obstructed hernia, one of which, not ope¬ 
rated on, proved fatal; while the other, 
which had been operated on, was successful. 

In the session of IB”3 and IB 1 '*, 1 was 
requested by one of my pupils to visit a 
man about seventy years of age who was 
labouring under strangulated scrotal hernia. 

I proceeded to reduce it, and in my attempt 
heard a gurgling noise, and found the tu¬ 
mour so collapsed that 1 naturally consider¬ 
ed I hnd succeeded in the reduction. I 
ordered a cathartic enema, and afterwards 
half an ounce of castor oil. The injection 
operated indifferently, but the oil copiously ; 
still there remained a tenderness of the ab¬ 
domen, with *ome febrile action, but no 
pain in the tumour. The patient died the 
fourth day from that on which 1 fim sow 
him; fortunately on examination was allow- 
ed. To my surprise there were fully four 
inches of the ileum contiguous to the caput 
emeum coli without the abdominal canal, in 
the herniary anc, extremely dark-colon rod, 
and coated with recently-formed coaguluble 
lymph, hesides some old adhesions; and; 
between the intestine and the sac, nearly' 
four ounces of sanguineous serous fluid were ; 


effused. Within the abdomen, the Antes- 
tine for some inches, both above and below 
the seat of obstruction, was of a dark colour, 
and much thickened iu structure. The peri¬ 
toneal surface of the rest of the intestines, 
where these rested or touched each other 
with their conrex margins, was studded 
with patches of inflamed vessels. 

Since the above case occurred, 1 have 
operated with 'success on several similar 
cases, which I feel confident would have 
proved fatal had no operation been perform¬ 
ed. The next case which 1 shall relate, 
occurred in the Royal Infirmary, Hnd I ahull 
detail it at length from the Reports : — 

“ Janet Sutherland, aged 35, admitted on 
Saturday evening, November 5, 11130. She 
was a patient in the same ward about six 
weeks ago. (pin her admission, on iliac oc¬ 
casion, she hod a crural hernia of the left 
side, which lorn been down for eight days, 
and was accompanied with obstinate con¬ 
stipation of tbe bowels, tenderness of abdo¬ 
men, nausea, vomiting, and acceleration of 
pulse, but no paiu of the tumour, although 
there was Home tensiou. From the history 
of her case nt the. time, n portion of the 
tumour was koown to have been constantly 
j down for upwards of a year. The size of thu 
tumour was considerably diminished by the 
taxis and the bath ; and then by the use of 
purgative injections the bowels were freely 
opened, and their functions continued natu¬ 
ral, the other symptoms disappearing. She 
states that, alter leaving the hospital, thu 
tumour still further diminished, aud one 
day went up entirely. Niue days before 
her present admission, after coatiVenesa of 
the bowels, the tumour again increased, 
somewhat beyond its former bulk, sine* 
which period the bowels have not been 
opened, and she has bceu troubled with 
pretty frequent vomiting of greeu bilioua 
mutter. There is much distension of abdo¬ 
men, with pain on .pressing the lower or 
sacral part of the epigastric region, also 
considerable distension of'tbe tumour, but 
no tenderness of it whatever; the tongue ia 
furred, aud the pulse small and wiry. The pa¬ 
tient was immediately putin the warm-bath, 
and on grasping the tumour with the hand, 
the contents of the intestine went back into 
the abdomen with a gurgling noise. The 
tension and sire of the tumour being di- 
mini-hed to the same extent us when sho 
left the hospital last, no further attempt 
woa made nt reduction. A turpentine in¬ 
jection was then given, which produced a 
very scanty dejection of hardened faces. A 
draught of salts and Henna was next given, 
j which whs vomited; afterwards twelve 
I leeches were applied to the abdomen.— 

| Grit. A turpentine injection was adminis¬ 
tered this morning, but was not retained; 
no stool; thv symptoms continue unabated. 
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with fdmiting of a greenish fluid, having a 
stercoraceous smell: no tenderness Of the 
tumour. Mr. Lizars, in alienee of Mr. 
Liston, again placed the patient in the 
warm-hath, and attempted the taxis, but 
without success; pressure on the tumour 
produced no dimiuution in its size, and no 
gurgling noise; the abdomen was remark¬ 
ably tense and tender when pressed; the 
tongue brown, and the breath emitted a 
stercoraceoua smell. A consultation was 
then held, when Professors Russel and Bal- 
lingall, and Mr. Lizars, were of opinion, 
that an operation ^should be immediately 
performed, which was done by Mr. Lizars 
in the following munuer:— a T incision was 
made through the integuments, the fascia 
superficialis, and the cellular^issue, which 
were dissected aside, when tfer herniary sac 
was exposed, adhering extensively to the 
intestine, which was about three inches in 
long til. There were two small cysts, con¬ 
taining a Berous fluid, formed between the 
sue and the intestine, in consequence of 
these adhesions, which was evacuated. The 
intestine was of n dark livid colour. Gim- 
bernat's ligament was now divided horizon¬ 
tally towards the pubes, when the contents 
of the intestine were attempted to be emp¬ 
tied, but in vain. A portion of the neck of 
tire sac, therefore, in the contiguity of Gim- 
be mat's ligament, was carefully dissected 
off from the intestine, and the gut was then 
emptied of its contents, which could not be 
done before. The intestine and sac, in con¬ 
sequence of their extensive adhesions, could 
not he returned, and were consequently left 
in their position ; they were covered with 
the integuments, which were brought toge¬ 
ther by stitches; a compress was applied, 
together with a bandage, and the patient 
curried to bed. Half un hour after the ope¬ 
ration, a purgative enema was administered, 
when the bowels were freely opened, on 
effect which could not bo accomplished be¬ 
fore. Twenty-four leeches were applied to 
the abdomen, and half an ounce of castor 
oil tuken by the mouth. By the evening 
she bad had two motions from the castor 
nil, and expressed herself free from pnin;j 
the abdomen was flaccid, and not painful on 
pressure; the pulse full and soft; and the 
tongue moist.” From the hour of the ope¬ 
ration she progressively recovered, nud was 
discharged this day, January 6, 1831, cured. 
Upon an examination before her dismissal, 
them was no appearance of either the her¬ 
niary sac or the intestine, in the inguinal 
region, hoth having retired into the abdo¬ 
minal cavity, and thus admitting of the ap¬ 
plication of a rupture truss. 

This last case, in my opinion, is very in¬ 
structive. It chows clenrly the nature ol 
Stephens’ obstructed hernia ; for it will be 
observed that no injections, no purgatives, 
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no warm-bath, no taxis, had the slightest 
effect in uulooding the bowels, in lessening 
the pain in the abdomen, or in reducing its 
tenseness, until a portion of the sac wus 
dissected off the intestine. At the same 
time I do not mean to deny that the con¬ 
striction produced hy Gimbernat’s ligament, 
and the neck of the sac. contributed to pro¬ 
duce this obstruction. From the fatal cases 
which I have witnessed, together with their 
dissections, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
in all cases of hernia, where there remain 
tenderness and tenseness of the abdomen, 
witli inflammatory or febrile symptoms, 
after apparent reduction of the protruded 
viscera, or their contents, we are justified 
in operating ; and it ia ray belief that the 
peculiar condition of the viscera, which will 
be found to be still protruded, form the 
chief, if not the sole cause of the fatal symp¬ 
toms. If I am correct in this opinion, the 
motion of the bowels should be totally dis¬ 
regarded, as being equally deceitful with 
the apparent return of the protruded viscera. 
What do those, who object to operating in 
such cases as the preceding, say to the cases 
of hernia detailed by Sebatier, Dupuytren, 
and others; where, after returning the her¬ 
niary tumour by ibe taxis, the symptoms of 
strangulation have continued—the patient 
has been made to cough ao as to agsiu pro¬ 
trude the herniary tumour—the integuments 
then divided and dissected back—the sac,or 
its neck found to be. the cause of strangula¬ 
tion—and where, on this being divided or 
dissected off, the intestine was relieved 
from ull strangulation, and returned together 
with the sac, with success'? 

Edinburgh, 34, York Place, 

Jan. IS, 1831. 
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LETTER FROM DR. CLINTON ON TIIR SUU.tf.CT 

of or. Kennedy’s reply to dr. nacle. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— In Dr. Kennedy’s reply to Dr. Na¬ 
gle's paper oil obstetric auscultation, certain 
charges are preferred against me, which are 
neither founded in fact, nor, as it appears to 
me, in the slightest degree warranted by 
that passage iu Dr. Nagle's paper, which, 
I as far us i know, furnishes the only ground 
for the accusation. In Dr. Kennedy's re¬ 
ply, it is insinuated that I have unthink¬ 
ingly intrusted myself into tho hands of Dr. 
Niiglc; that ! have acquiesced in his views 
without the trouble of inquiry ; that 1 have 
not read Dr. Kennedy’s paper, which my 
uarne is brought forward to overthrow; and, 
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lastly, that I hate wilfully countenanced! 
misrepresentation and ignorance. If it be 
a fact, as Dr. Nagle states, that 1 agree 
with him in opinion, Dr, Kennedy seems to 
argue that the truth of these charges must 
inevitably follow. It will be my business 
to bIiow, that my own innocence of the above 
charges, and Dr. Nagle's veracity, are quite 
compatible with each other. 

It will appear, on referring to Dr. Nagle’s 
paper, that the only one of his views and 
statements in which lie says that 1 coincide 
with him, is that which relates to the 
site of the aoufflet. It is, therefore, un¬ 
warrantable to impute to Dr. Nagle the de¬ 
sire of identifying himself with me in all 
his views, and it is perfectly gratuitous to 
assert that the one opinion'in which Dr. 
Nagle says we agree, was adopted by me on 
his authority, without previous examination. 
The contrary is the tact. 1 have long enter¬ 
tained the opinion, that the sound which is 
called the placenta! murmur is not seated in 
the placenta itself, but in the large arteries 
around the uterus. In this opinion 1 have 
been confirmed by the facts and arguments 
contained in Dr. Nagle’s paper; for he was 
so kind as to communicate them to rue, when 
he was making that point the subject of 
particular investigation. He was therefore 
perfectly correct in stating that 1 agreed 
with him in opiuion respecting the site of j 
the soufilet. But it docs not by any means 
follow, that the charges brought against me 
by Dr. Kennedy nre true; for it appears that 
tliere is no ground whatever in Dr. Nagle's 
paper for the charge of my adopting am. his 
views, as that paper mentions only one in¬ 
stance of an agreement in opiniou between 
us, nor ant* ground for the insinuation that 
swh opinion was received by me without 
inquire, ns it, in fact, was previously enter¬ 
tained by myself, h is true, however, that 
the opinion in question was formed without 
consulting Dr. K.’s paper, and what perhaps 
will surprise Dr. Kennedy much more, it is 
equally Hue that it still remains the same, 
id though 1 have, since considered it with the 
ad vantage or all the lights afforded by I )r. Ken¬ 
nedy’s aide production. Perhaps the know¬ 
ledge of tiiis circumstance will induce Dr. 
Kennedy to change his opinion respecting 
the facility with which l may be led to 
adopt the views of others without due ex¬ 
amination. It is not very probable that the. 
opinions of a man who could resist the 
force, of his arguments would yield to those 
of another, whom Dr. Kennedy considers 
very ignorant ; nor is it likely that, such n 
man w ould unthinkingly intrust himself into 
the hands of any writer, even though it 
were Dr. Kennedy himself. 

As to lho supposition that my name was 
brought forward to overthrow Dr. Kennedy’s 
paper, it scarcely deserves a serious refuta¬ 


tion. It can hardly be Imagined thkt Dr. 
Nagle could expect to derive any support to 
his opinions, from the authority of a man 
who was not known to have paid any atten¬ 
tion to the subject in dispute between him 
and Dr. Kennedy. Besides, Dr. Nagle ia 
well aware that facts and arguments alone can 
decide a disputed question in science, and 
that the authority of any individual, how¬ 
ever respectable, scarcely deserves any con¬ 
sideration. i therefore ascribe the use 
which he lias made of my name to a very 
different motive, to a desire of making it 
known that 1 was not inattentive to a branch 
of medical science, which all those who know 
me might suppose to he wholly neglected by 
me. To me it is a matter of wonder, that 
those who know Dr. Nagle, who is one of 
the most accurate auscultators with whom I 
am acquainted, should suppose he could de¬ 
rive uny advantage from appealing to my 
authority in support of his particular views 
regarding obstetric auscultation. 

It is obvious that, as I had not rend Dr. 
Kennedy’s paper before Dr. Nagle’s was 
published, I could not be n party to the 
alleged misrepresentations contained in the 
latter; and this 1 hope will preserve me 
from the calamity of forfeiting Dr. Ken¬ 
nedy’s good opinion, which I shall be very 
happy to retain as long ns I can do so, 
without the hazard of losing my own. 

It will also be granted that, ns 1 have 
now attempted to correct the mtinfniiintuit 
misrepresentations ol Dr. Kennedy, it is 
not very probable that 1 would sanction the 
wilful misrepresentations of Dr. Nagle, if 
j 1 knew of any such. Jl appears, however, 
that ba far as 1 nm concerned, the chart,!- of 
j misrepresentation against the latter is quite 
utnonmled; and 1 may now mid that I do 
j not know any man who is less capable of 
'wilfully misrepresenting another than Dr. 
Nagle, and least of all a gentleman for whom 
j he entertained a high respect, us 1 know he 
did for Dr. Kennedy/at the time of publish* 
ing his first letter. 

I am. £ir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

1\ Clinton. 

Dublin, Jan. 21,1031. 


IU.M.Y OF on. MARL*. TO DU. KENNEDY. 


“ Nmjhc «iili detrain 1 !* nusim, 

1 lljcrerei * rapm * *i ulla* cum buck, coronam.’* 


To the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Sin,—If in his letter, published in Tna 
Lancet of the 8th inst., Dr. Kennedy had 
confined himself to facts and arguments, in¬ 
stead of resorting to intemperate and un- 
courteoue declamation, ho would have act* 
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ed better for his own respectability at 
least. Indeed, could 1 condescend to aim 
at “ victory iu dispute” over him,-the vitu¬ 
perative language iu which he has been 
pleased to indulge, would furnish the very 
heatproof, that he felt himself deficient iu 
argument. To “ misrepresent” him inten¬ 
tionally, would be not ouly the extreme of 
folly on my part, his paper having gone be¬ 
fore the profession, hut quite inconsistent 
with the feelings and principles by which 
1 hope I hove hitherto succeeded iu Tegu- 
luting my conduct. 

He has been pleased to say that I affixed 
“ M.D.” to my name ! The pages of The 
Lancet prove the contrary; and I can as¬ 
sure him, that I should be extremely sorry 
to take " M.D.” as a substitute for M.D. 
Though I admit that, “ a ro#a>by any other 
name would smell as sweet ;”-yet, if there 
he ouy-thing in a title, it will be conceded, 
by the intelligent at least, that tho*e who 
enjoy the privilege of attaching M.D. to 
their names, need not be anxious to sacri¬ 
fice it for even Dr. Kennedy’s “ M.D.” 

Jlis creditable attempts to prove me 
“ iguoront of anatomy/’ 1 am sure that you, 
Sir, and gentlemen of your cultivated un¬ 
derstanding, have read with ilmt pity and 
forbearance towards him which are always 
the characteristics of a superior order of in¬ 
tellectual endowment. 

Does it follow that, because 1 said “ the 
murmur from the epigastric arteries can be 
heard at the mesial line,” the vessels them¬ 
selves must necessarily he situated there ? 
i shall prove eveu to him, that I at least 
have not fallen iuto a mistake of that kind. 
In The J.AM-v.r, p. >'.»<’•, col. .1, sixth last 
line, l laid it down ns an incontrovertible 
fact, that the resonance extends u con¬ 
siderable way from the point de depart, or 
centre of radiation.” On this principle let 
us examine my words, of which he so very 
judiciously (!) attempts to avuil himself:— •' 1 
was unable to detect the murmur uuder the 
mesial line, except when it proceeded from 
the epigastric arteries, from which it can. 
iu such a case, be easily (mark !; proved to 
arise.” Linckt, p. ;}»>?, col. inline 21. Now 
when we move the cylinder from the mesial 
line outward, the murmur faintly heard at 
that lino gradually increases until we come 
on the trunks of those vessels, and it is 
heard with loudest intensity over that trunk 
only ; aud tins intensity can be traced a 
little outward and downward towards the 
internal abdominal ring. So much for his 
judgment nod accurate atetbo&copic re¬ 
searches! It is very unlikely that 1, not 
intending myself lor a •• turn, accoucheur," 
should, during my anatomical studies ut the 
admirable schools of this house, and the 
(.'allege of Surgeons, have neglected so iin¬ 
put' taut ft pvt (jf anatomy ua the course of 


the epigastric arteries. For a mere ac> 
coucheur such knowledge 1 admit may not 
be requisite, and Dr. Kennedy might be 
prudent in excluding from the “ store-houHe 
of his memory ” all unnecessary “ lumber.” 

Equally unsuccessful shall 1 prove him 
to have been in the other, as it were, but 
yet is not, instance of my ignorance of 
anatomy. Suppose me unacquainted with 
tiie course of the lateral uterine artery, 
would that instance be sufficient to establish 
my ignorance of the important parts of ana¬ 
tomy to be learned in the dissecting-room 
alone, and not from the convenient inspec¬ 
tion of coats and plates V' Duteven such in¬ 
spection might satisfy Dr. Kennedy, that 
” the lateral uteriue artery passes forwards, 
inwards, and runs between the lamina* of the 
broad ligament to the inferior part of the side 
of the uterus, where it divides into a num¬ 
ber of branches, which anastomose with those 
of the opposite side, and are all greatly en¬ 
larged during pregnancy and disease of the 
uterus.” (Harrison on the Arteries, Vol. II. 
2 nd edit. p. 82.) This extract may not only 
silence Dr. Kennedy, but prove to him that 
when the gravid, or diseased uterus ascends, 
the murmur may be traced “ upward,” in¬ 
ward, and forward, towards the mesial line. 
So much for my “ ignorance” of anatomy!! 

How Dr. Kennedy can reconcile it with 
prudence to say, that the feeble murmur, 
occasionally audible in the " stillness only 
of night,” and to which description of mur¬ 
mur alone did I allude, •* is at least ‘ »eu 
times’ louder than the firtal pulsation!” 1 
am perfectly at a loss to account for any 
oilier principle than this,—that his stetho- 
se ipic ear may hi* endowed with the rare and 
enviable faculty of magnifying sounds in a 
proportion scarcely leas remarkable* than bad 
llut augmeuting power possessed, ns we are 
informed, by the celebrated ear of tbo sus¬ 
picious tyrant Dionysius, who converted 
into a stethoscope his ingeniously - con¬ 
structed prif-on, sarcastically denominated 
tho “ ear of Diouysius;” and thus, like Dr, 
Kennedy, had recourse to “mediate auscul¬ 
tation,” for the purpose of ascertaining 
murmurs, aye, and the workings of the hu¬ 
man heart. 

That l have not even attempted to “ mis¬ 
represent " Dr. Kennedy, will appear evident 
to any one who is pleased to take the trou¬ 
ble oicoi,suiting The Edinburgh Medical 
and Sttrgtcal Journal for January, 1831. 
Where (page lot) it will be found, that he 
entertained the following opinion :—•• Ano¬ 
ther advantage resulting from the use of the 
stethoscope in ascertaining the existence of 
the placental tin ill is, that it enables the 
accoucheur to pronounce on the life or dentil 
of a fu'tus m iitt ro.” (See D. H. Hep. vol.v. 
p. 2o?.) Not a word said here respecting 
thu necessity of taking iuto considemitm 
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“ 111# pobttioBl of the fetal heart/' Tbe 
editor, forsooth, hod some unworthy mo¬ 
tive for 44 misrepresenting him.” Again. 
Journal, p. 148, “ Tbe placental souud is 
present in pregnant women only when the 
utero-plooental circulation exists, and cesses 
when tbe vessels which perform this office 
become impervious (D. H. Rep. vol. v. 
p* 842), where, in continustioa, Dr. Ken¬ 
nedy says, “ s fact which we cau ascertain 
by examining a woman shortly before partu¬ 
rition, when we observe this phenomenon 
in full energy ■, and again, when the uterus 
is empty and perfectly contracted after deli¬ 
very, or when the fetus, having died in 
utero, an obstruction in this system of ves-! 
sets is produced, in all which cases not the 
slightest vestige of the pheuomeuon can be 
discovered.” Now math how inconsistent 
is mil this with what follows, 4 ‘ for the death 
of the foetus in utero and consequent cessa¬ 
tion of tbe foetal circulation, do not of ne¬ 
cessity cause tbe discontinuance of the souf¬ 
fle t, although they si ter its characters.” (D. H. 
Kep. vol. r., p.’244.) This is but one in¬ 
stance of the numerous inconsistencies with 
which, I must take the liberty of saying, his 
paper is replete ; and which justify me in 
having said that 44 1 regretted to think it 
would scarcely stand the test of serious ex¬ 
amination.” The Edinburgh Journal, p. 149, 
sect. 3, ssy«, " From severs! cases, two of 
which are given in detail, the author shows 
that, when tbe. foetus expires within the 
womb, and before the placenta is detached, 
there still continues a thrill, abrupt, how¬ 
ever, and short and void of the sibilous 
lengthened sound by which the placental 
circulation in its healthy ami entire state is 
distinguished/' (D. H. Reports, voJ. v. 
p. ?»:».) 

This is part of tbe 44 dangerous theory” 

I have taken the liberty of combutiug, with¬ 
out, 1 hope, condescending in have recourse 
to unbecoming observations. It will be seen 
evidently from these extracts, that I have 
neither misrepresented nor unfairly sup¬ 
pressed any part of Dr. Kennedy's opinions, 
yet he has been pleased to do Hie tbe injus¬ 
tice of insinuating, at least, that I am guilty 
of both. If at any time I can succeed by 
facts and arguments in establishing my po¬ 
sitions, I am sure the profession will con¬ 
cede that I need not envy Dr. Kennedy that 
eingular species of felicity derivable from 
undeserved vituperation and assertions, un¬ 
supported by a single satisfactory argument. 

I deny, in the most unequivocal terms, 
having said in any part of my paper on “ ob¬ 
stetric auscultation/' that L)r. Kennedy, st 
least, considered the placental soufflet ns an 

II unquestionable test of impregnation." 
When showing that 41 the presence of a 
placenta is not necessary for the production 
of a murmur, such as wc ordiuatily hear in 


the advanced stages of gestation,” I Hied 
only the expression 41 test of pregnancy,” 
(p. 399, col. 1, line,*, of Ths Lanckt.) 

! Also in p. 396, cob 2, line 1C, f said merely 
that 14 tbe placenta has, in my mind, nothing 
; to do with tbe production of the murmur, 
though 1 know tbe contrary opinion is con¬ 
fidently maintained by Dr." Kennedy.” He 
| will not deny that, under certain restrictions, 
he does “ consider the placental ” aouffiet a 
[“test of pregnancy.” How could 1 say 
” unquestionable test,” when (LaNCRT, 
p. 501, col, t, line 22} the words " their 
knowledge of practical midwifery in a very 
questionable shape,” taken from his paper, 
show that tbe point is levelled directly at 
biro, as not considering auscultation the 
44 only unequivocal sign of pregnancy,” 
which (202) he should admit if lie deemud 
even the souffiet an unquestionable te3t of 
if. Thus, Sir, can 1 easily repel even this 
charge whioh he (I will not soy so disinge¬ 
nuously) would endeavour to fasten upon 
me.” 

Having through the middle of his paper 
(D. H. Kep. vol. v. pp. 241-2-4-6 7*9! laid 
it down that, the abrupt murmur indicates 
the death of the foetus in utero, he attempts 
to support such theory by giving cnees illus¬ 
trative of his views. Then, by way of pero¬ 
ration, and to make certainty doubly sure, 
he comes to the following conclusion (H. 
Kep. pp. 268-9)—” We have elsewhere 
treated of the manner by which the placeu- 
tsl souffiet affords us an indication of the 
death of the child, vi*., either by ceasing 
entirely sfter having been previously heard, 
or having its character altered fjoin the 
continuous murmur with its lengthy sibilnus 
termination, to an abrupt, defined, trad much 
shorter sound.” So much for tbe certainty, 
and that too elsewhere. Nov.- for the doubly 
sure. “ This,” he very sapiently subjoins, 
“ together with the impossibility of defect¬ 
ing the foetal heart’s action, particularly if 
such had been before observed, places the 
fact of the Child’s death beyond a doubt/* 
What valuable information this ! He then 
asks,—“ Why was the concluding portion 
of this quotation so cautiously, so unfairly. 
Suppressed 1” My answer, I hope, will 
appear quite satisfactory to tbo profession. 
First, because no such concluding portion 
can be found in tbe part where he else¬ 
where treated of the manner, See .; se¬ 
condly, he himself did not consider it 
absolutely necessary; thirdly, even the 
Kdinburgh Journal could not find it given 
hv Dr. Kennedy bh b neressary adjunct; 
fourthly, his own friends have been giving 
out (for I discussed tbe question with somo 
of them), as an important “ discovery,” that 
the “ abrupt” murmur (are Kanckt, p. 49*, 
col. 2, last lines) is sufficient to indicate tbo 
death of the child; fifthly, aud lastly, he 
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ought to re collect that I disputed the very vented stages of pregnancy." 1 am, there- 
point tritli himself in the presence of some fore, warranted in withholding my assent to 
pupils of the hospital (Lanckt, p. 600, col. Dr. Kennedy'* assertion, that “ the placen- 
2 . 1. 15 from bottom); that I then, followed tai soufflet is in its nature quite distinct and 
by some of the pupils who were present, easily recognised j* and, iudeed, one of two 
took him up to one of the labour-wards to consequences must follow from this asser.- 
convinoe him, by an instance, that his tion of his, namely, that either his opinion 
theory waa not correct; that be still per- is incorrect, or the soufflet placental, as he 
severed, and made use of these very modest calls it, must be considered as “ infallible’* 
words—“ Read my paper, and you will proof of pregnancy, “ if it be o wing to tlm 
tlien be convinced! ” lie cannot deny all presence of a placenta,, and if it be of such 
this. How then could lie assert, “ for I a quality as to be, in its nature, quite dia- 
liave given a case (p. 250, D. II. Rep.) tinct and easily recognised by persona at all 
where the sonnd was not abrupt, although conversant with it.*' For, if it be M owing 
the fujtus was dead ? ” Well, tiien, the ab- to the presence of a placenta,” as he thinks, 
rupt murmur is no longer to be considered a but I take leave to deny, we can have it 
diagnostic mark of the infant's death 1 only where there is a placenta, and, conse- 

Now, 1 hope I shall be able to convince quently, pregnancy ; and, if “ it be in its 
even Dr. Kennedy himself, that he did con- nature quite distinct and easily recognised,'* 
aider the sound abrupt in the very case he as he says (p. 267), I should like really to 
alludes to, for there he says—” No ftetal know how he cau reconcile it with right 
heart’s action could be discerned ; the pla- reasoning to deny, that it, when heard, 
cental sound was, however, audible in each should not be considered an “ infallible 
iliac region, less abrupt, and approaching test” of ulero-gestation. But, talented and 
more to the natural soufflet than in those accurate logician as he is, I apprehend he 
above described.” Here u clear admission will find itruther difficult to extricate himself 
is implied, nt least, that the murmur was from such a dilemma. It must strike every 
abrupt, but less so; was not natural, but rational man, as n manifest absurdity, that 
approaching more to the nntural than in this soufflet should be designated “ quite 
those above given ; and that he himself distinct in its nature,” and also placental, 
considered it abrupt will appear evident yet be denied ns an “ infallible test of utero- 
from the following observations relating to gestation.'* Ho, however, denies it! and 
tnis very case too (pp. 260-1, D. H. Kep.) it found to have expressed himself to the 
" From those observations, let it not, how- following effect (vol. v. 1J. H. Rep. p. 257): 
ever, be supposed, that the placental sound “ When a perfect placental soufflet exists 
is always observable, even of this modified in any part of the abdominal tumour (par- 
character.” So much for the applicability ticulnrly if the fatal heart's action also can 
of his logical crotchets, the sujiyrttssio veri be detected), we may pronounce the woman 
and the assertio falsi! pregnant.” Suppose the fatal heart cannot 

With respect* to the soufflet he found be heurd, and that, however, “ a perfect 
produced by an enlarged liver (1). H. Rep. plncental soufflet” is audible, it must, ac- 
vol. v. p. 26), I thought it Teally undeserv- cording to his theory, appear to any oue, 
ing of attention ; fast, because he does not that “ we may pronounce the woman preg- 
evea say in what purl of the abdomen it nant.” 

occurred ; secondly, he, without adding 1 cannot condescend to notice his obser- 
even a qualifying term, Says, *• it resembled vatious on the expression ** ninety-nine in 
the placental soufflet,” which,in the next a hundred,” a very general phrase in our 
pnge, he admits to be “ quite distinct in language, and never used iu its strict, lilo- 
Us nature, and easily recognised by persons ral sense. Though Dr. Kennedy evidently 
at nil conversant with it, resembling a Bound prides himself on the perspicuity of his 
quite distinct, and one easily recognised.” style, for he is astonished how even 1 could 
Wliat consistency t 1 must be pardoned for misconceive his meaning, yet he is, I am 
taking the liberty of dissenting from two sorry to think, often contradictory, uuclear, 
assertions of his in p. 267, D. H. llep.; and unhappy in his mode of expressing that 
first, that “ the plucental soufflet ciui be meaning, as in the following (p. 496, col. 2, 
heard indifferently over the abdomen so- of This Lancet) 1 would, however, and 
condly, "that the soufflet produced by a with justice, have been to blame, as well 
tumour can be removed by altering the upon my own account as on that of the pro- 
. position of the patient.” For iu Corrigan’s fession generally, had I allowed such a 
f case (Lanoxt, p. .‘199, col. 1) the soufflet tissue of misrepresentation to remnin un¬ 
continued, no matter what position the pa- rnmradicted. Having now done so, 1 must,’* 
tient waa put into. In the same case there Ac. Having done what? Why, having 
was heard by rue and others, as 1 stated, allowed such a tissue to Temnin uucontra- 
*' the self-same, identical description of dieted. Besides ; a tissue uncoutradicted ! 

• murmur, which usually occurs iu the ad- It is true I cauuot prevent him from— 

Ko.m s s 



Rl< 


ATTORNEY CORONERS. 


" doubting wlietlier I am cnp.bl* of retog- which » opposed to them, nod on they 
nising tlie phenomenon of which I tree!| BB>t , wim a tIie , urface of lhc lttKlm in 
but he ought to heee recollected, that I am,, r .... 

however, the first in these countries, it'»U toru of oompaoy, or stnk to the bottom 
least, who detected, by means of suscuita-, neeer more tu rise. The latter catastrophe 
Sou, the existence of twins in utero (p. S3S! .. , . , 

of The Lamst) j-what he, with all thei w ° uld b * * great lo “’ * n> “ fortuM « 
ftciliues afforded him by one of the most | the public. Attorneys are so reverenced by 
splendid hospitals in Europe, sms never yet tll# puU i c , t|,o,r labours produce so much 
able to accomplish: else we should have , . , . , , , 

beard something of that discovery" also-1 wealth, their demands are ehvaya no mode- 
“ Hmc ill* lackryunc," maHeryHe ulxlatus rate for their hind and attentive services, 
in auras’ 1 am sure it will be conceded', . i.. ■. u. .-.t ■ 

by the profession, that he i.as done me| lW * V 8,0 80 cUar,table WttUl ' C0,18lunt V 
great injustice even respecting my much- i providing for the poor and houseless the 
▼alued friend Dr. Clinton, whom, as will! m08t gecure 0 f lodgings—in n word, their 
?u by reference to p. 400 of Ihk . , . .. 

labours are of such value, that society would 

long deplore the loss, if by any sudden and 
unforeseen calamity the whole race of attor¬ 
neys were to be swept from the face of the 
earth. Mark us well!—we refer to attor- 
t nttor- 


be seen by reference to p. 

Lancet, 1 have not even attempted to iden¬ 
tify with any one of*my views and state¬ 
ments, further than by merely saving, 1 
felt gratified having my opinion coincide 
with his, as far as related to the site of 1 
the Boufflet.” 

Thus far, Sir, have I endeavoured to 

moot cEodidly, fitly, end fully, 1 hop., tho ^‘~ w > >r * cu “ 1 ' tho " 

unmerited imputation# thrown out against !ney *, not to the men as a body of social ami 

me iu Dr. Kennedy', letter; end 1 •>>.<•11 j intellecbuwl beings-not to the men who 
take leave to avail myseli of this opportunity , 

of assuring bira, that should I. in future, fed* delight in reprobating the abuses of 
have occasion to speak of the contents of j the law, who refuses to employ the law as 


his valuable paper, it shall be done in the 
words, but not in the spirit, of the sarcastic 
Roman poet—“ Huge, omnes, omnes, bene 
mint eritis res'" 

Believe me, Sir, sincerely yours, 

David C. Naole. 
35, Trinity College, Dublin, 

January 18th, IV31. 


THE LANCET. 

Jhondon, Saturday, Feb. 5,1R3J. 

To the scandal and deep injury of the 
public, and to the insult ami degradation of 
the members of the medical profession, at- 
tornios, grasp-alls, or land-sharks—or what¬ 
ever other term may be used to denote bvs- 
jrice, conceit, and ignorance,—-continue to 
occupy the office of Co no nee. Public 
opinion, however, has at last decided that 


an instrument of extortion and vengeance 
against tho victim of misfortune; we repro¬ 
bate the trade, and not the wot, unless; the 
man, or ail that should be excellent in the 
man, be absorbed in the villany of the 
occupation. In denouncing the sanguinary' 
character of our criminal code, in reprobat¬ 
ing the uncivilised and barbarous executions 
for the crime of forgery, the voice of hu¬ 
manity is not directed against the men, hut 
against tho legislators—not against the, in¬ 
dividual who carries into effect the remorse¬ 
less decreeu of the law—not against the mas, 
hut the hanger of men. The occupation is 
condemned. So we, iu gpeaking of attor¬ 
neys, refer to the character of their profes¬ 
sion, and not to the private and individual 
characters of the gentlemen themselves. A 
horse in a mill is compelled to proceed 
within the limits ofa certain circle, because 
he is confined to the lever; and attorneys, 


attorneys are not competent to discharge 
the high and mighty functions of the Coro-1 iu a great measure, are bound by the un 
tier’*Court; and powerful and cunning asjvieldiug fetters of the-law, and caam 
are the parchment-mongers, they are not escape from their trammels. When, how 
wrong enough to bear up agaiuellhe torrent ever they do coutrive, either by the iaflu- 4 
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•OM of extraordinary talent, or by the exer¬ 
cise of that well-known legal acquirement 
denominated impudence* to leap without 
the boundary of statutory limitation, it were 
well cophl they contrive to take footing 
upon a position more congenial to tlieir 
habits, qualities, anil wants, than upon the 
bench of the Court of Inquisition, where 
they ore always ill-st-ease, and where, in 
their vurioui movements, they produce little 
benefit for themselves, and effect much mis¬ 
chief for the public. Here they are deplor¬ 
ably out of tlieir natural professional ele¬ 
ment. Attorneys are so commonly hired to 
pervert the truth, they are so constantly 
hired to lie, and so continually lie to be 
hired, that they are never so much puzzled 
its when they have only to deal with truth. 
Freaeut a keen-sighted, thorough-going, 
quirk-and quibble-eyed lawyer with the 
ni03t prominent features of a really just 
cause ; let him see in the entire view of the 
case nothing but accuracy of representation 
and honesty of purpose he at once feels 
shocked, uncomfortable, ami indicates pretty 
strongly his doubts of final success, being 
well experienced in the kind of obstruction 
he mBy receive from an infernal array of 
shuffling, fiuud, and perjury. The mere 
<* practical ” attorney, therefore, divested of 
the high attributes of humau nature, di- ; 
vested of sound judgment and acute con¬ 
scientiousness, will never make an excellent 
equity judge. Who, for example, would 
place A not. etivs or ScAULtrr in the seat 
now occupied by Lord Brougham— in the 
seat once so admirably filled by the vene¬ 
rable Eldon 1 No, no. Your mere pro¬ 
fessional lawyers are not the best calculated 
to preside over courts where truth, when it 
can be discovered, is law, and where law, 



and intelligent jury, would never be per¬ 
mitted to enjoy an unhallowed triumph 
over truth. If this position be tenable con¬ 
cerning questions with which the mere trad¬ 
ing attorney may be supposed to bo wall, 


itr 

acquainted, how much more is it strengthen¬ 
ed when he is called upon to preside over an 
inquiry, of tho intricacy of which he son 
have no possible knowledge! Still, than in it 
with attorneys when they are unthinkingly 
thrust into the office of Cobonxx. But, drank 
Heaven ! the public have at leaf decided 
against their competency. 

Events connected with some recent in¬ 
quests have called for ill these remarks from 
| us, but our attention has been more parti¬ 
cularly directed to the subject of melo-dra* 
nratic inquisitions by perusing a very co- 
! pious report of the proceedings at an Ia- 
j quest held at the Guidlrall t Rochester, 
which terminated on the 15th ult. The 
account is exceedingly voluminous, and 
runs to such an extent as to defy a verba¬ 
tim publication in this journal. The facts, 
however, connected with important public 
questions aro but few, and these we will 
endeavour to throw iuto a condensed, but 
readable and intelligible account of the moat 
prominent features presented during the 
three days' scrutiny. 

The Coroner and Jury assembled at the 
Guildhall, Rochester, on the 80th of Jw« 
The inquest was on the body of a female, 
j The Coroner, Tuomas Fatten, Esq., 

I commenced by statiug that he had received 
j au anonymous letter, attributing the death 
I of the pauper, Caroline Gilbert, to her im- 
j proper removal to Crtnbrook in defiance of 
u medical certificate. 

[ Mr. Newsos. Surgeon, of Rochester, 
imuird lately declared that he was the author 
of the letter. 

Mr. Furhlli-, examined; la assistant 
overseer. Deceased became chargeable to 
that parish (St. Margaret's) on the 3 let 
December 1B3U, by her husband applying 
to the Sti ect V estrs for relief, when he 
said that Ins wife was near her confinement- 
On the 12th January last he was sworn to his 
Parish, and an “ order” was signed fur their 
j removal to C ran brook; 1 applied for the sus¬ 
pension of the order, on the ground that the 
woman was near her confinement, as speci¬ 
fied in the surgeon’s certificate,'which was 
laid before and read by the mayor. The 
removal order however was made out, und 
(he mayor said he would inquire further 
iuto the cose before he would suspend it. 
Ou Friday the UtU vent to the Tow* 

SSI 
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Cl**k'« office, when Mr. Pntt gare me tlie 
removal order, tad stid the magistrate* had 
not uupended the order, and that the mayor 
bod teen the woman, and saw no reason 
Why the should not be removed. The 
overseer consequently aaid tbe blame would 
be with tbe magistrate*, and tbe woman was 
removed in Baker’* light eart to Cranbrook. 
The carriage in Which *he wat conveyed, 
it alight spring cart, with a cushioned seat, 
and a rail at the back. 

Mr. Nbwsok, svrgeoii, said be wm in* 
atruoied by tbe relatives of deceased to act 
a* counsel for tbe interest of tbe buiband. 

Mr. Lewis, solicitor, on behalf of the 
overseen, called upon tbe (Coroner to resist 
the application, and observed that, as medi¬ 
cal meu were ignorant of the practice of Imp, 
their thus daily stepping forth as counsel in 
courts of justice would cause “ auarchy and 
confusion.” 

Mr. Nkwson having asserted his right to 
act on behalf of the relations of deceased. 

The Coroner observed, that Mr. New- 
son’s admission, that he was the author of 
the anouymoua letter, incapacitated him, in 
bis opinion, from acting as counsel, and 
added, “ I decide, therefore, that he shall 
not be permitted to do so.” 

Mr. Newsoh. I enter my protest against 
your decision. 

James Baker . On the I5tb of the pre¬ 
sent month. 1 conveyed deceased and her 
husband to Cranbrook. They left at 3 p. m„ 
aud arrived there at ft o’clock, when the 
overseer ordered a bed for Gilbert and bis 
Wife at the White Lion. The nest morn¬ 
ing deceased expressed a wish to he with 
her mother at tbe period of her confinement, 
and accordingly at her own and her hus¬ 
band’s request I agreed to take them back 
to Rochester. 1 asked her whether she 
was capable nf going back? when she said, 
“ Ob,yes."—f brought them bark. I heard 
no expression of illness from her until we 
reached Maidstone, when deceased was 
sick, und had some brandy and water, and; 
biscuit. Having become a little better, her 
husband wns anxious that they should be | 
moving *s Boon is possible. Before 1 could 
get the horse into the cart she wu sick 
again, had some more brandy and water, 
and was removed bv tbe servant-maid to a 
room in the New Inn where there was a 
bed. Her buiband said he wished to get 
her homo if possible ; 1 therefore put some 
Htrsw in the cart, and assisted him to lay 
her thereon. I walked the. horse from 
Maidstone to Rochester, and while passing 
Tort Clarence, she said “ For God's sake 
make baste : 1 am so Birk.” On her arrival 
at her own home, her busbaud took her in 
Lis arms and carried her in. 

By the Court. —” 1 had a reason for„ask¬ 
ing at Cranbjook, whether fthu wu able to 


go back, Laving Lad a job of this kind be¬ 
fore, whan a woman was delivered of Lor 
child in my eart, while removing her by an 
order of a magistrate, about five years ago.'* 

After some discussion, 

Mr. Nkwson addressed the Coroner. '* I 
now apply sgain, Sir, to he allowed to act 
is counsel on tbe part of the husband, who 
is now present, and who, through me, 
desires your consent. I come forward with 
a desire to promote justice and humanity, 

I and on this ground 1 demand to be beard.” 

Mr. Lew is then submitted to the Coroner 
that the iuquest be adjourned, that the 
husband and the servant-maid be summoned 
I to attend, and that the certificate be pro* 
jduce'd. 

The Coroner assented, and an adjourn* 
ment took plafte to 11 a.*m. on the next day, 
when, the jury having beeu sworn, Mr. 
N kwson again preaented himself before ilia 
Coroner. 

Coroner. —* 4 I adhere to my first deci¬ 
sion, and will not allow you to act even fur 
the husband.” 

At this moment, Mr. Robfutson, sur* 
I geon, Chatham, entered the Hall, aud nd- 
{ vanning to the table of the court, addressed 
(the Coroner. He said, that tbe husband 
being denied tbe benefit of 3Vlr. Newson’a 
service a, had authorised him (Mr. R.) to 
appear for the purpose of seeing that full 
and ample justice was done to him. 

Mr. Lewis. —“ Oriumly there cuu be no 
objeciionto Mr. RobuMhon V 

Coiionkr.—“ Mr, Robertson, I accede 
to the point.” 

Mr. Rokkrtson beggpd it to be under¬ 
stood that ho appeared there as counsel for 
the husband as a matter of right. 

Mr. RichardPrall, clerk to the msgintratei 
of Rochester, sworn ; produced the certifi* 
cate of the burgeon nf the parishes to tha 
unfitness of deceased for removal. 

Mr. Lewis.—" This certificate is merely 
waste paper— -it is not legal evidence. I 
cannot race ire it.” 

Mr. Robert sow observed, that before tbe 
close of the inquest, Mr. Lewis would learn 
the true vnlue that ought to be attached 
toil. 

Examination continued *—The Certificate 
wss road—Mr. Frail corroborated the evi* 
donee of Mr. Furrell. The Mayor, ho said, 
having interrogated the husband of deceased 
ns to his willingness to bo removed, the 
husband said he did'nt wish to be sent to 
his parish; that he only wonted work, or a 
little assistance. The Mayor having seen 
the woman, said he could not conscienti¬ 
ously sign the order of suspension. 

(Jross. examined.—The Mayor is always 
reluctant to sign orders of 14 suspension,” 
because he thinks that in some parishes the 
medical non frequently contract with iho 
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ptrisli in the hope of making up the defici¬ 
ency by suspending order*. The Mayor is 
in tbe habit of never signing a 11 mitpen- 
aion order” till be has himself seen the 
bodily condition of the pauper; and he 
w^nt in this instance to tee the state of 
health of deceased, and to ascertain the ne- 
ceasity of the atupeusiou of the order for re¬ 
moval. 

jnUium Gilbert.—I am the buaband of 
deceased. When 1 applied for relief, I told 
the select vestry of the state of my wife ; 
that she was “ over her time, and did not 
know one hour from another." I attended 
the magistrates ou Wednesday, and told 
them I did uot wish my wife to go to Cran- 
brook, as she was over her time. Tbe cer¬ 
tificate waa produced, but the Mayor said 
he should not abide by that— be should go 
and pass his opinion upon her himself. lie 
came to my house ou Friday; he asked 
my wife how site waa. She said, '* Very 
ill, and had been bo several days.” She 
told him she was over her lime. The 
Mayor said he would speak, to the overseers. 
On Saturday, about one o'clock in the after¬ 
noon, Fur fell nod Baker came to my house, 
and asked what time 1 should like to go ? 
1 said at two, or a little after. 1 said to my 
wife, 1 think you are not fit to go, and told 
her if she did not wUh to go, she should 
not. She said she had no money, and could 
not pay for a doctor if site should ho taken 
ill while 1 wss gone, aud therefore wished 
to go with me. Whilst we were talking, 
Baker sent to soy he was ready. 1 asked 
Baker whether he had any allowance for re¬ 
freshment ou the road. tie Buid, bio. He 
told me to go and see the Mayor about it. 
The Mayor was not at home, so i went to 
Furrell, who gave me a hulf-a-crown. 1 
then went to Baker, assisted my wife into 
the curt, and we set out upon the journey. 
1 frequently naked her how she felt. She 
said she was not well in her head, All the 
wav down she complained of her inside. 
• * * • At the Bull Inn, where we 
slopped, she was'up and down all night, 
sick, and complaining, and wishing for day¬ 
light. In the morning she wished much lo 
return to Rochester, to go back to my mo¬ 
ther, as all around her were strangers. 
Baker asked mo if 1 thought my wife would 
be able to go home. I said aha hardly knew, 
but wished lo get home if she could. On 
our return, we stopped at the New Inn, and 
in the atable-yard she was sick, and fuiuted 
in niy arms. All the way home she com¬ 
plained of her inside. (Here the evidence 
was a corroboration of Baker's.) When we 
got home, 1 took my wife in my arms, car¬ 
ried her in-doors, and laid her on the bed. 
I ran for the doctor immediately. Mr. Tribe 
ftot being at home, Mr. Ely came instead. 
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My jrife was delivered of her first child a 
twelvemonth sgo last August. 

Cross- examined. —She fainted after aim 
waa delivered, and said her inside was shook 
all to pieces by the jolting of the cart, aud 
she was afraid ibe could not get over it. 

Mr. Elv, Surgeon. —I attended the dr* 
ceased in her labour on Stoday evening last. 
I found, on visiting her, that the membranes 
had been previously ruptured, and waa giveu 
to understand by the mother, that they were 
so ou the preceding Friday night. I sup¬ 
posed they had been so, by not finding tbe 
usual discharges. 1 was with her a abort 
time, during which she had several pains of 
a languid nature, but iu a quarter of an hour 
had three or four severe ones, during the last 
of which the child was expelled. The pla¬ 
centa came away shortly after by a natural 
effort. The patient, after her delivery, said 
she was very comfortable, and grateful to 
me, but also expressed herself very de¬ 
spondently as to her hopes of recovery- She 
said once she felt “jolted to death,” and 
aevoral times “jolted to pieces." These 
expressions were before her delivery. 

Mr. Tube, Surgeon.— I saw ibe de¬ 
ceased about twelve o’clock ou the day after 
her delivery. She complained of pain in 
the stomach, which I considered the com¬ 
mon symptom after delivery. I was with 
her five minutes and then left, and went to 
Brompton to visit a patient; but ou my re¬ 
turn home, I beard that tbe sister had been 
down, saying that the deceased was sud¬ 
denly taken in a fit, and waa dying. I went 
immediately, and found her dead. She had 
not died a quarter of an hour after I was 
there. She was as well as women usually 
are after delivery. Upon opening the ab¬ 
domen, no marks of disease. The contents 
of the chest were equally healthy. I thou 
examined the head, aud in paring down tbe 
brain, 1 opened one of its cavities, aud found 
a large quantity of water, which gushedout. 
1 proceeded deeper in the brain, and there 
discovered a large quantity of coagulated 
blood, the effect of a rupture of a vessel at 
the anterior part of the base of the brain. 
It was quite sufficient to, and did, cans* 
death. Rupture of vessels may arise from a 
variety of causes. 1 consider it mast pro¬ 
bable'in this case to have ariseu from tbe 
journey which she undertook, 1 should 
thiuk it occurred on her journey to Cren- 
brook. * . 

Cross-examiuea. —-I did find fluid blood, 
and also coagulated blood. Haring found 
Jluid blood, 1 consider the rapture to have 
been a recent one. It is deemed by the 
profession, that a medical certificate ought 
to be acted upon. 

Charlotte Hamden .—My sister died on 
Monday, the I7ib inst. She told me before 
abe waa removed, tbe waters had come 
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reptioa. 1 conceive that the rupture com-; tint that no mote witneavea ahould be rolled, 
moaoed on thn journey demit. i The ingurat waatlien adjourned to Mooday 

Mr. W.Bui. nrgttm. Attended poat- > tho »tb. At.lbo iaeotiog of the Coart on 
mortem .nomination. I believe, that io alee j Util day, Mr. Lenta declared that ho dM oot 
closing period of gestation, there ia a pre* i eoniidtr that the tnda of justice woeld he 
rornetorol feloees of the veaaela. 1 concur I completed if all the medical geetiemea worn 
io the opinions of Meaira. Tribe and llye,-oot recalled. 

I 1 . .1 r* -1 _ _ ! If. Aa ._.. n ud hie ilanidail Arm.\- 


(hat the journey wm the causa of rim rup 
Ure of the vessel. 


Mr. i?u 8 EgT*o*i offered bis decided op]*)* 
siliou to the adoptiou of such * count*. 


(Jt+n-erammetL—l think, ia o»V ct*e. Mr. Uwt* nrrer kn«w «n instance iti 
such a rupture of the vessel msy haw «c- which rim judge refused. 

•wired after ddirerv, bat, vi«*ia^ etery Mr. Roishwok protested that it was su 
symptom and circumstance concreted wilhi infraction of the agreement entered into on 
the situation of a patient at so advanced a, Friday. 

period of gestation as the deceased. I infer j The Cuponks decided that tlic witnesses 
tint the rupture of the vessel was produced * might be recalled. 

by what the deceased termed ** that killing Mr. Kobkhisos hm* complained, that 
or jolting motion.’' There m*y be «n effu-( two of the select vestry were amongst tbu 
•ion of sc rum. j ur X’ 

Coao»xa.— See— rum! How do you spell; The ConoNtu said thut the objetl*»u 
it! with wSors Cl ” j «m« too late. 

Mr. RosKRTaoN.—S. j Mr. Bku. reHtU erf.—1 stated before in 

tPUneu ,—Or there may be roagulated!my «vid«uc«, that effusion too certain el- 
blood in the similes. tent wu$ compatible with the existence of 

CoaoxE*.—-Pray, Sir, do not use (earned sensibility. Half nn hour in not a long time 
trordf ; uao expressions which the jury can tor a person to remain sensible after an utftt- 
u offe rs la ixi. Tell the gentlemen what *' si- j sion of blood in the head. Large ahdeuase* 
Buses ” are. ; may exist lor s long time in the brain with- 

Witness .—I will. Gentlemen, there are j out proiiucinginvnribility. The car dies of 
comportments io the brain, which — j the brain were tiled with blood, nod serum 
C'orom.r.— There, gentlemen of the fthot hid. separated from it.* Judging from 
jury, you lieer “ sinuses” nr* compart- the previous symptoms sud the extent of 
wteiUs. Now we dl understand it. the effusion, 1 should think that the vessel 

. Mr. Robektsos.— Stop, Mr. Well. Now, bsd b*eu pouring out its content* for s coti- 
Mr. Coroner, you and the jury know' us much sidarahle time before death. 1 ought to re- 
•hout sinuses as this pen does. [Witness mark, that frequently ia eases of sudden 
here described the sinuses in a very satis- death, there is no cosgulatiou of the blood, 
factory msonar.] Thera was considerable difficulty m sscer- 

Oo«* ejcammatimi continued.—I saw co- taining the sine of the vessel, 
agnlated, as well aa fluid, blood, from which ( 'i out-examined .—CommrDcemrnt of in- 

1 concluded that the ▼esse|f had beenalowljr sensibility would iu great measure depend 
pouring oultbair contents nor some time. 1' on the size of the vessel sud the qusntuy of 
beliese the patient might banw felt quite blood effused. A person may take a joui- 
•oadoruble, and that fire minutes wouln; ney unconscious of the rupture of such a 
bare been quite tttdicieut time for the effu- vessel—serum forms slowly. Tho clot of 

---J Mood rosy sometimes suspend the bnttnor. 

* "This is t<> certify tlist ranine Hilbert .-x- ! r »isgo. It again Ukes jds«»—a clot again 
■rets Umriji cowfinid, wh-cti preteut^iit-r! forms, which is *gS'U forced sway by the 
being removed t« her parish hw the wgcnujf ; p a l uUo n* of the heart, until the extent of 
44 Jan. nUi, iS 3 i • 81 ! the effusion becomes incompatible with the 
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existence of Ufa l before Mated it as my. that when be last uw her she was ia the 
belief, that the rupture of a blood-vessel was pains of labour. The sister said the waters 
occasioned by the joefrwy* ewe bitten. Wal tbis wuuiao, then,in a fit 

roMnni hare yds coadjtionto be carried a journey of twenty 
for believing that the rupture took place two milfs.orer rough roads, and in an open 
during the journey t—t stated before tfisit cart? The actual condition of the deceased, 
there was great fttfnt*ssof the Vessels at tint and the state of her feelings e»-the journey, 
period of gestation, and there, is aclosesytu- are to be gathered from the avideoce of her 
imthy bei ween the vessels of the brain and husband, rather than from that of Baker, fur 
uterus, which would render it, in mij opi- the Utter has a deep interest ia the result 
nion, very unsafe, that a journey should be of this inquiry. He styled ft f “job.” 
undertaken ut such a period. I proclaim it a transaction disgraceful to a 

Boil. Mr. Lewie and Mr. Robertson de- Christian country, 
dined to cull any more witnesses. Now, what was the cause of her death 1 ! 

Mr. ItoutitTsoN now addressed the jury Doubtless, the rupture of a blood-vessel, 
ut considerable length. In the course of and all the medical witnesses concurred ia 
his remarks, he contended ihst it was con- the opinion that it took place during the 
trary to law lo remove ti sick pauper; that journey, and not after the labour. The his- 
medical certificates had been received, in lory, symptoms, sud dissection, all formed a 
that parish, as sufficient evidenceOf incapa- medical demonstration of the fact. Death 
city for removal, during twenty-six years; could neither have been caused by conges- 
he dwelt with much emphasis ou the cir- tion, nor by interrupted circulation. The 
cumstar.ee of the mayor himself having been appearances of death from apoplexy, aud 
to sec the pauper al ter the surgeon had those from sudden rupture of a blood-vessel, 
signed the certificate dednratory of her were very different. The countenance of 
illness. What question could ba put to this deceased was serene, as it the soul had left 
unfortunate woman ! for he was not s medical its tenement without a pang. There was 
mad. aud, more disagreeable aril!, he was a none of the loathsome appearance of the 
magistrate. Was bis visit delicate? Was apoplectic—no distorted features—no froth 
it decent I Wus it consistent with the covering the lips. The brain aud the mem- 
respect due even to the lowest woman in her branes covering rtswere healthy. The cou- 
peculinr situation? Every man knew the sequences of the rupture of a blood-vessel 
repugnance which women near the period were modified by circumstances. The po¬ 
ol their delivery had to the presence of sition of the vessel—the spot where its con- 
strangers. The same feeling prevailed in- tents were deposited—the quantity of blood 
btinrti.eJv in rim brute creation. They re- effused, aud finally the rapid or slow forma- 
tired from the observation of their ownspe- lion of the coagula, would all tend to have 
cies, and in solitude and sorrow brought forth their effect in terminating existence, some 
their young. But why did the chief magis- of these causes acting much more rapidly 
Irate thus violate the respect due to one than others. 

said to b*- “hourly expecting labourHe had thus laid before the jury, the 
Because, said Mr. Prtill, he suspected that condition of the pauper previous to her ra¬ 
the pariedi-aurgeous frequently contracted i moral; the medical history of her case dur- 
to attend the sick poor at alow rate, trusting !ing her journey from Rochester to Cran¬ 
io make up the deficiency by “suspended.brook and back again ; the appearances ou 
orders.” “1 deny (said Mr. Robertson, em-j dissection, and the medical opinions relative 
plutically), on the part ©fmy profession,'to the cause of her death. And he had now, 
that this is the case ; but if it were true, let jin conclusion, to tell them what was ius 
the odium lie fairly divided; let the over-, prayer. It was that they would say the de¬ 
wier*, who are bound to look after the poor, I ceased was improperly removed. 
huve their just share in this disgraceful. Before he sat down, he begged to as- 
conducL. Let them pay tbeir medical st- sure them that he did not come there from 
tendafifs as gentlemen ought to be paid, and any vindictive feelings against the chief 
the system will be immediately destroyed, magistrate—far from it—a more respectable 
Mr. Rye’s certificate was dated* on the I'ith or humane character be did not know; he 
instant. Did the msginttate visit her on that; was the last person from whom an unfeel- 
day? No. Not untit the 15th did he ex-jing action might be expected ; bnt notwith- 
eruiae liia judgment on the Mate of the pau--standing that strong impression, this ta¬ 
per, and on the sumo day lie ordered her quiry was imperatively called for, and he 
mstaut removal.” Need he ask if this delay • hud yielded to the request of the husband 
did not greatly augment the danger and to conduct it on bia part, because be was 
render her removal more improper 1 Re- poor and friendless, and was denied the 
viewing the evidence, he asked the gentle- helper whom he had originally selected, 
men what was the condition of this woman He Jiad felt convinced that none but a 
before she was removed? Mr. live swore medical gentleman could conduct it, and 
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the important faeti elicited during the in 
quiry with regard to the medical evidence. 


Mr. Robertson concluded by thanking the 
Coroner nnd Jury for the attention with 
which they had listened to his observations. 

Mr. Lewis addressed the jury on behalf J 
of the parish officers. He strongly disa¬ 
vowed on the part of the chief magistrate 
that the case was selected as an isolated 
one, and aaid that the act of removal was 
entirely a discretionary one on the part of j 
the magistrates. “It is a matter of dis¬ 
cretion, precisely the Barae as other matters 
of discretion. There is no doubt that there 
ia a variety of forms acted upon by the 
several benches of magistrates in these in¬ 
stances. Some are satisfied by evidence 
from the paupers ; others by a medical 
certificate ; others by the oath of the parish 
officers; others, again, by a personal view 
of the sick pauper, yet still these various 
modes and acts are all strictly legal, pro¬ 
vided they have no improper motive.”" 

Mr. Lewis displayed great ingenuity in 
his attempt to throw discredit upon the me- 


torneys in this case proved themselves to be 

- - - . . . ^ . .singularly .incompetent, not only from the 

were very convincing arguments that the . , ...... , 

Coroner himself should be a medical man. j ig»oraoce they exhibited in matters purely 

medical, but also in their acquaintance with 
the lew relating to medical testimony. This, 
we believe, is the first instance in which ad¬ 
vantage lias been taken of the precedent 
which was furnished to the profession by tho 
appearance of a medidal counsel at the 
inquest held on the body of Miss (Jasmin. 
On that occasion a brow-beating, bull 
headed. Old Bailey barrister, was twisted 
round the finger with all the ease and sup- 
pleaeaa of a newly-grown reed. The attor¬ 
neys can talk and prate confidently enough 
upon a medical or upon odv other question, 
until they are opposed by persons acqunint- 
ed with the subject under inquiry, and who 
are actuated by uo other motive than that of 
the public good. An attorney i» not equal 


dical evidence, assuming as a fact that it, , , , , , 

was entirely conjecture, and concluded by t0 ^ ,e la8k couducting an adequate roe- 
calling on the jury to return a verdict of j dical examination hence, ho not only fails 

na i l f. ra \ to extract the truth from the witnesses, but 

1 lie Coroner summed up, detailed the 

evidence very minutely, and also called for, bo is incapable of exposing the ignorance of 
a verdict of natural death. j his attorney adversary, or of detecting a like 

The Jury retired at midnight, and at tvre . . . , 

o’clock in the morning returned the follow-1 defi ciency «»***-eowner i the en- 

ing verdict;—“ We are. of opinion, that the tire proceedings, therefore, under the dircc- 
dect-ued came by her deitli in consequence! >ml 0 f , uch mon , j, , 

jf a rupture of a blond-vessel in the lieud, j 6 

produced by the fatigue of a lung journey; i mockery—is a delusion; or worse, it if 
and we cannot but deeply regret, that uiidVr | positively injurious, by diverting the public 
the peculiar circumstances of the deceased' ..." . \ . . , , 

a medical certificate of her incapacity to be j nun<1 f,om mm * ,n ' r< ”" , S* tl °" ta *» 
moved having been given, an order of sus-jenda of justice, and afford security to the 
pension was not signed by the chief magis¬ 
trates.” 

The Hall was as crowded at two o’clock- 
after midnight as it was during the early, 
part of the day. 

Such are the principal facta which were 
proved upon oath in the progress of this in¬ 
teresting inquiry. The proceedings were 
conducted in *h exceedingly irregular man¬ 
ner, and hence it was that the inquest did 
not terminate until after three days had 
been fully occupied in the examination of 
witnesses. This, however, must always be 
the case, so long as nen-medical men are 
permitted by law to preside over institution* 
which involve medical inquiries. The at- 


peoplc. The coroner's court is o legitimate 
arena for medical candidates, and we hops 
that medical men will never again ho found 
wanting, when tlu-ir presence ia required 
either by the dictates of humanity, or consi¬ 
derations connected with the respectability 
of thoir own profession. At tom ry-cor o lit • r a 
will shrink from presiding over inquiries 
where their ignorance is sure to bo proved, 
and where they must become the effete ob¬ 
jects of heroism before even ill-informed 
spectators. The day for attorney-coroners 
is gone by ; the grooud is open to the mem¬ 
bers of tbe medical profession, and if they 
do not step forward to occupy it, the blame 
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of the omission most ever remain witli 
thfmaelves. 

The verdict which terminated this in¬ 
quest will, we hope, act beneficially upon 
the minds of magistrates, parochial officers, 
nnd others; for the poor are often carted 
about the country over the roughest roads, 
nnd in the must severe weather, with as 
little care and consideration as dead cattle. 
If the cause of death could, in the instance 
before us, hove been clearly traced to the 
circumstance of the journey from Rochester 
to Cranbrook, wo hesitate to say that 
the verdict ought to have been one of man¬ 
slaughter against the Mayor, for not having 
suspended the order for removal. We eny 
the journey from, Rocheater to Cranbrook, 
because the Mayor, legally, could not be re¬ 
sponsible for any occurrence after the pau¬ 
per had been properly and safely lodged in 
her own parislu The journey back —that 
is, from Cranbrook to Rochester, was the 
voluntary act of herself and her husband. 
She reached Cranbrook, be it remembered, 
at eight o'clock on the Saturday night, and 
she made her election to return to Rochester 
sixteen or eighteen hours after her arrival in 
her own parish. This, therefore, in any 
court, would be taken as legal evidence 
confirmatory of the foct, that during the 
journey to her parish under the authority of 
the magistrate's order, she had received no 
iujury. The fact may be otherwise, but it 
does not admit of proof; and for oumlvea, 
we must in caudouT state, that the course of 
induction, by which it ia inferred that the 
injury to iho head was sustained during the 
journey to Cranbrook, is both unsound and 
illogical. Nevertheless, the journey home 
was the act of herself nud her husband, for 
thu consequences of which, neither in law 
nor in justice, should the Mayor be made 
answerable. Women have on instinctive 
feeling which hiuds them to the spot where 
the pains of hibour are upon them ; aud if 
she bad felt such pains when at Cranbrook, 
we believe that no consideration would bare 
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induced her to return to Rocheater. If her 
head were injured at all during the journey, 
which we think is more than doubtful, it is 
probable that tbe damage occurred on the 
return home, while the poor creature was 
extended on the floor of the cart. But, aa 
it is distinctly given in evidence by two 
witnesses, that the labour was in every re¬ 
spect natural, and that she was quite well, 
and comfortable within an hour of her death, 
it is manifest that her dissolution must be 
attributed to a cause entirely unconnected 
with tbe journey. This is our opinion, and 
to withhold it would be uncandid in the ex¬ 
treme. In stating thus much, let it not be 
supposed that wo approve of the conduct of 
the Mayor, who, we think, acted officiously 
and unwisely, if not most unfeelingly. The 
neglect with which he treated the certificate 
of Mr. Ryf. was moat unpardonable, and it 
might have cost him a verdict of tnaa- 
slaughtcr. He has received, however, s 
correction, which will 6ting him to the last 
hour of his life. The medical men have 
done themselves real honour by their con¬ 
duct in this transaction; they hare made 
the attorneys feel their importance, aud 
hare shown the public how to appreciate 
their knowledge and utility. The exertions 
of Mr. Robertson in particular cannot be 
too highly commended. 


We refraiu from entering into tire ques¬ 
tion connected with the expulsion (for it is 
nothing less) of the surgeons of his Ma¬ 
jesty's navy from the levee-chamber of the 
“ Sailor King,” because we hear that the 
subject^ is to receive the consideration of 
the Lords of the Admiralty. Sir James 
G a au am | who holds the rank of First Lord, 
! is s man of spirit and mettle ; further, he 
is a scholar and a frank-hearted gentleman, 
and we believe that he wiU not lefid him¬ 
self to any act which can have the effect r.f 
offering the surgeons of the British navy 
a deliberate, cpW-blooded, insult. If the 
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DR. SIGMOND AND MB. JEWEUv-HOOPIN’G COUGH, 


probibituw b« Mt qwokly rescinded, Umm j <p«adwt " Chimgai," (hut I Jim, until 
ought to he u nggmnte meeting of U*; *« inntitution m Hollioin 

• • . * •• i•**« to wwrai of t!uh most 


ProfauKko to take ihe matter iota consider- 
etion, end to agree to s petition for presen 
i to his Majesty upon the subject. 


DR. SIGMOND. 


To the Editor of The Lancet, 

Sin,—I beg you will do me the justice to j 
state, that 1 most distinctly disavow air 
conoexion with the house to which your 
correspondent “ Cbirurgus” alludes, ami 
that if wy uaioe has been employed in the - 
way he slates, it is a most shameful and I 
unjustifiable breach of truth. In the year 
18*9, when Dr. Milligan quitted England, 
I undertook his practice •, a pupil of his, 
Mr. Wray, called on me, and requested me 
to risk for that gentleman, an establishment 
he (Mr. Wray) hod formed, similar to the 
Mnisons do Sonic of Paris ; 1 saw for him 


eminent meu in the profession have been 
also attached, 1 believe the plan of the in¬ 
stitution to he precisely that adopted by the 
Mat ton dc $ani£ in France, and the Asylum 
for the Recovery of Health in this country, 
j except its being on a more confined scale. 
! I hrg tu deny, in thn most positive terms, 
| having been remunerated iu any way hut by 
| such foes as are usually give.u to medical 


men. J hare the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servani, 

Gkouoc J SWILL, 

Sackville Street, Feb. 1. 


four or five patients, and paid about fi™ • 0 f ilm pathology of boopiug-cougb. Mam 
visits, since which period 1 have uever : reasons, he **id, had concurred in concoaliiii; 
been near the place, nor did I at any time [ t i, e ,^^<1 counected with this di* 

receive either directly or inuirectly, tho lfMv from thc uotice ( ,f t | 10 profession. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Monday, January 31, 1831, 

Ml* Callaway in the Chair. 

TATlIOLOOY OF HOUPINO-COL'CH. 

Dr. IJtrn nk brought forward the subject 
‘ any 
•willing 


slightest remuneration. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

George G. Sigmond. 

Jao.SOih, 1831. 

We feel much satisfaction in giving a 
place to this letter, because it is evident 
that a most uuwarran table use has been made 
of Dr. SiGMONo’a name. A printed card, 
however, upon which that name has ap¬ 
peared, is in our possession, ami it can be 
forwarded to Dr. Sigmond, in order to sa¬ 
tisfy his mind that we did not publish the 
former communication on the subject with¬ 
out just grounds. 

It will be seen that Mr. Jewell has also 
addressed us on the same subject, but not 
with the same effect as Dr. Sigmond, We 
apprehend that Mr. Jewell's communica¬ 
tion will not prove very agreeable to the 
admirers of professional etiquette. 

’ MR. JEWELL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sjh,— 1 can have no possible objection to 
state, in reply to your very court cotta oorre- 


| Children seldom die absolutely of pertussis, 
jiu most cases, therefore, the appearances 
are not single, but are complicated with 
other pathological phenomena, disease of 
more than one tissue being present. Occa¬ 
sionally also the true pathological signs of 
pertussis are not so prominent in their cha¬ 
racter. His first post-mortem investigation 
of s cate of pertuusis look place in H&4, 
and ho llieu noticed appearances which 
struck him as peculiar to that disease, name¬ 
ly, hepatization of thc lobules of part of the 
lung, generally of it* external border, fre¬ 
quently of the middle lobe of the right lung, 
and in that port of the left li/ng where the 
lobes face each other, especially in the fis¬ 
sures, Why changes should occur in tbe.au 
particular spots it was difficult to decide, 
but a peculiar locality of morbid changes is 
not infrequent in diseases of the lungs, in 
phthisis for example, in which, as it is well 
known, the superior lobes are most usually 
affected. One peculiarity which he believed 
to exist in Ilia hepatization of hooping- 
rough, is, that instead of the increase or 
fulness in the volume of the lung whicli 
ocr.urrnd in the ordinary or pneumonic liepa- 
luatuiu, there is iu pertussis a contraction 
or diminution in the affected parts. Thu 
degree of hepstiaation was small and cir¬ 
cumscribed, confined to the lobules alone, 
the septs shrinking in, as it were, arid leav¬ 
ing superficial furrows on the external sur¬ 
face. It appeared as if it arose from sub- 
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•onte inflWtmition, tftd consequent deposi¬ 
tion oforganisable matter ia a part of the 
king to which air wat not yrevinuiy ad - 
mi tied. 

l>r. Burne exhibited a specimen, which he 
considered % eery good oue, of ihe change* 
in question. The morbid part* were taken 
from n child who hud been hut a week ill, 
and in which a violent attack of bronchitis 
but! supervened on the original disease. Dr. 
Hurne then entered at some length into a 
discussion outlie (juration whether the depo¬ 
sition in the hepstised lung took, place in 
the minute lobules or iu their interstitial 
cellular tissue, and he concluded from vari¬ 
ous reason# that it occurred in the latter. He 
explained also the respiratory process in 
hooping-cough, and expressed his belief 
that tbs circumscribed nature of the bepatj- 
vstiou which he considered pacuftar to ibis 
disease, was occasioned by the extreme ex¬ 
haustion of the lung* from the protracted 
and convulsive expiration#. In reference 
to the respiration and coughing, he express¬ 
ed his I relief that the extent of the expira¬ 
tion# afforded a good criterion of the danger 
of the disease, and that the popular belief was 
entirely correct, that as long as the child 
could “cough out" effectively, there was 
link* or no dnnger to be apprehended. Dr. 
Burnt* said lie had made uine or ten dissec¬ 
tions of this kind, and in all the same pntbolo- 
gtcul appearance# occurred. His colleague, 
Dr. Aldcrson, had already published account* 
of some of these* c«s»w iu the Mdhcu- (Jfa- 
ruretcal Tinusnciiant. Dr. liurne con¬ 
cluded by inflating tiie preparation and send¬ 
ing it round for exsiniuation. 

Dr. Steivaiit inquired if Dr. liurne had 
attended to the condition of the brain and 
nervous system, in his investigation of these 
cases. 

Dr. Hr.use replied, that it appeared to 
him thut the phenomena which iu fatul cases 
of peituaais are occasionally noticed in the 
head, arise entirely from difficult transmis¬ 
sion of Mood through the lungs, and that 
they were seldom or never noticed except 
in tbn instances in which bronchitis had 
hupervened. Tn the present cose, the brain 
was rather hard; in the lateral ventricles 
there was about half an ounce of serous ex¬ 
travasation ; the centrum ovale had betide* 
nu unusual marbled appearance. In line, 
he believed that permanent congestion of 
the. brain only took place in case* compli¬ 
cated with bronchitis, it might exist ia a 
transit or y degree iu simple instances. it 
was true, hut on the whole he considered 
the bfain sa secondarily engaged. 

Dr. SsTrwAUT said, that tram the convul¬ 
sions which so commonly occurred in hoop¬ 
ing cough, and from iu suspected contagious 
nature, he was inclined to attribute it to on 
affuctiou of lb* noxvous system. 
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Dr. Warn«0, in consequence of the epi¬ 
thet '< suspected,” which fell from the pre¬ 
ceding s(maker, expressed his decided con¬ 
viction, that no disease was more certainly 
contagious time hooping cough, and in proof 
of this belief he adduced some very con¬ 
vincing cases. In reference to the views 
laid before the Society on this occssiou. he 
was obliged to say that he did not consider 
them at all satisfactory ; lie thought they did 
not distinguish between the causa sod the ef¬ 
fects of the disease, and lie was still inclined 
to consider the subject obscure, lie believed 
the origin of the disease to be, an impres¬ 
sion on the nervous system, which induced 
« specific irritation in the lungs ; that the 
occurrence was analogous to the contagious 
origin of the inflammation of the salivary 
glands or the “ mumps." It was not com¬ 
mon irritation, or inflammation, but tpecific, 
by which term be of course ouly meant to 
designate a thing, the nstura of which was 
not understood. The evidence of the pecu¬ 
liarity of the impression was to be found in 
the unusual setion of the respiratory muscles. 
Moreover, that the disease was not attribut¬ 
able to hepatixatiou, as Dr. Jium^believed, 
was, be Lhought, further proved by the very 
mild course which some cases ran, and the 
rapid, sudden convalescence wftich was so 
frequently observed, aud which, he believed, 
would be incompatible with such serious 
organic derangement. 

An explanatory conversation then ensued, 
but'it possessed no additional interest. One 
gentleman, whose name we could not learn, 
stated that Us had witnessed several dis¬ 
sections in fatal cases of pt riussia, and in 
all hod remarked the appearances,described 
by Dr. Burne. The discussion was then 
adjourned tilt the next meeting, when the 
treatment of the disease will be brought 
under consideration. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

SrUuvt’uy, January ‘2'2, 1831. 

Mr. CntNNocn in the Chair. 

OX THE EMPLOYMENT OK SECALF COBNL’TUM 
IN VARIOUS U AMUR Ml AO IIS. 

Dr. Negri read a lengthened and inte¬ 
resting notice of the papers published by 
Dr. Splirani, in the Junali Universali, on 
the efficacy of the secale cornutma in arrest¬ 
ing various haemorrhages, os well from the 
lungs, nostrils, and urinary organa, at from 
(he uterine nppuratus, on whioh its peculiar 
action has been hitherto most frequently 
observed. Dr. Negri detailed eight caws 
of menorrhagia, iu which the remedy had 
beau successfully employed. We select tw* 





. nuawOTBrEm vjmosamasa. 

rton MM i <fa« hm ihm mmb- Ik nfndto &• mplojiunt af 1 M 1 n m t iy. 

ttitf *b» .fclm ey at th. r»«wdy, «ni .tawr Ai .pbi.il. took plan from tkr loft nootril 
OKoof tko uDaloaooM of th.di.mitt of in io o «MM In noro old. Cold oppKoa- 
pWrt tWch some practitioners still per- tioute the beta quickly reduced the loss 
terete M maiotsmingof blood, but it did not prevent the irregu- 
44 Etlrt. 36, bed been delivered in lee recurrence of the bmaorrbage for seve- 
the 8th month of pregntnry of heweizib ml days. Eight powder*, of four grains 
child; the lochial discharge stopped a iwmih cedi, of the imrli cornuturn, mixed with * 
afterwards; the eeumeai* appeared again little sugar, were ordered to he taken every 
fur four day*; after two mouth* it again two hour*. Tbe hemorrhage stopped io a 
stopped, which gave Teason to suppose she few boors, and did not appear again. At - 
might ho pregnant again. However, at tbe other packet wai ordered to be given ht 
end of Feb., 1818, after suffering pain at the longer intervals, which insured the cure of 
abdomen and surrounding parts, a bloody tbe disatev* J'he second case was that of a 
discharge began, which at last wa* vere girl 15 year* <rf age, not yet menstruating, 
profuse, and mixed with clots of blood, who was kept tabled with gastric fever. To- 
Bloodletting, at first, and other mean* were ward* the 15th of August, 1829, epiataai* 
employed, but with little, snd tliatuot per- took place from the left nostril, which she 
ratnent, relief. She went on in ibis preca- had previously been subjected to. Her bead 
nous stale till March the 30th; when the J being reiinsed bv the loss of blood, no¬ 
blood beginning to How at profusely as ■ thing was at first dona to ebeofc it. Relaxing 
before, Dr. Spairani was called for, who, however for too long a lime, means were, 
in examining her per vagiuam, found the I applied which bad been found beneficial iu 
os uteri half open, swelled, and in a venous! other instances. In spite of them, however, 
state. He ordered one drachm of ergot of. the hmmorrhage continued till the morning 
rye, divided into six powder*, two of which ! of the 16th, Dr. Spairani was called in 
were takqpthe same day, the 3ptb. The;about seven o'clock a,m. ; he ordered 24 
4 bloody discharge and the pain speedily di- j grains of secale cornu torn, divided into six 
minished utyler the use of this remedy, and > parts, one powder to be given every ten 
she was permanently cured by the 3d of: minutes. As the nostril contained clots of 
April.' 1 ; blood, and cold lotions were still applied to 

“ N. F., after a long and painful labour, I the forehead, he suspended the latter, and 
was delivered of her sixth child. Eight: the nostril was well cleaned before the re- 
day* afterwards she was taken ill with paiu medy was exhibited, but a clot of blood came 
in the abdomen and Joins, aud a profuse away, and the hremorrhage went on with 
menorrhagia took place, which more or leas! greater violence. Almost all the first doge 
continued for two days, when Dr. Spairani ! was consumed in half an hour, and the ha*- 
wss called in. He ordered the usual dose j morrhage did not stop. Another (lose was 
of seasie cornu turn, but no effect look place ; .ordered, and the epistaxis was checked after 
another dose was directed, but without any ! the seventh powder whs tukan, viz. the first 
relief; a third dot.e was ordered to be'of the second dose. The remedy was con- 
bought at another chemist’s. The first pow-; tinued through all the day,and no more blood 
ders of the new parcel speedily diminished ; flowed. On the next morning, however, 
the hemorrhage, and it was completely j Aug. I7tli, snd on subsequent days, a few 
stopped before the whole quantity was con-! drops of blood appeared again almost at the 
sumed; the remedy was as usual continued J same hour, which was constantly stopped 
for some time afterwards to secure the good by the administration of some portions of 
effect of it." the remedy. The fever went on through its 

Four cases of uterine congestion follow, regular course, and in March, 1830, the 
in which the same plan of treatment was girl was enjoying perfect health, 
followed, snd with the same results. By 41 Cask. — A girl of twelve years of 
uterine congestion, Dr. Spairani means that age was subject to an obstinate habitual 
state of local irritation of the vascular aya- catarrh. On the morning of tbe 26th of 
tem of tbe womb, which is not, properly January, 1829, she had an attack of cough 
speaking, a state of inflammation, but which followed by hmanoptrsis, which afterwards 
may be considered as the first step towards continued, mixed with mucus. Half a 
it. instances of this kind are to be met drachm of tbe ergot of rye in eight parts, 
with in cases of irregular menstruation, taken in tbe first 24 hours, reduced very 
which are very often accompanied by great j much the quantity of blood, which then only 
pain in the hypogastric region and loins, j slightly tinged the expectoration. There¬ 
with other aymptoraa of greater or less gene-; medy was augmented to two scruples and 
ral disturbance. ja half in the twenty-four hours. On the 

Two cases of epiitaxi* are related in Dr. j fourth day no more blood was to be seen iu 
Spairani’* paper; Dr. Negri considered;the spittle, and, what was surprising, the 
them very intereating, as being quite novel [mucous expectoration at first diminuhed.ou 
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tiu luW^aent itjt, u»l eoued tt lut, », 
«»taw# A* frimt i ait. wwi utkr 
•Ighih <!«)', kiruffr** tb* tank tod*- 

«f duueUhed the quantity oftha remedy. 

fwo oases of hsueeiiris eared by the sum 
nmdj are the Inst which ere recorded in 
the Annal. Universal!. Dr. Negri eousider- 
edthem of deep surgical intern*. 

lat. A gentleman of 70 yetreeld had an 
attack of .iacknria which required the ate of I 
the catheter. Thia operation had at tint no 
bad consequences; bat alter having been 
employed for rainy timei, it was followed by 
uwmaturia, which at last becoming rather 
alarming, |)r. Spairani thought proper to 
have recourae to the secale cornutum. Tbit 
experiment succeeded so well as to permit 
afterwards the use of the catheter without 
any loss of blood at the time of the Opera¬ 
tion or afterwards. 

The second is a gentleman wfco was la* 
bouriug for many years under chronic dis¬ 
ease of the bladder. The great discharge of 
mucus which passed with the urine was at 
last mixed with blood. Many remedies 
were employed to arrest the haemorrhage, 
hut without success. Although it was 
rather difficult to believe it possible to stop 
a hemorrhage which was the consequence 
of an organic lesion of the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the bladder, yet it was thought 
pruper to try the secale cormtium , were it 
only for the purpose of sutisfving the mind 
of the distressed patient after having failed 
in other attempts. To tie astonishment of| 
the other medical gentlemen who attended 
the patient, the lueraorrbage ceased a few 
hours after the new remedy was employed. 
This, however, could not save the life of the 
aufferer. , 

Dr. Negri also noticed, briefly', the histo¬ 
rical details connected with the use of the 
secale. cornutum, lie also noticed the principal 
writers who Lore testified to its therapeutic 
value. 


1WS» Ph Adw of Philadelphia, lad Dr, 
JhWhafe ll$£| wed it to arrest haasor* 
rhage orenalottad by deficient uterine to* 
traction*. Or. ShtOereas recommended it 
inmenorrbagia occasioned by partial detach¬ 
ment of the placenta, Professor Dewees fa 
1886, expressed bis belief that it would hava 
an inflame over hemorrhages in generalj 
and Dr. Marshall Hall at list mentions in 
the London Medical and Physical Journal 
May, 1889, a ease of menorrhagia cured by 
this remedy after three months’ trial: he 
recommends it also in leucorrboea. 

Four other cases, two of menorrhagia and 
two of hemoptysis, were afterwards pub¬ 
lished in the subsequent number for May 
and June of the same year, by Dr. PLguaila; 
and another case of menorrhagia subsequent 
to parturition, cured by the secale cornutum , 
which was given in the dose of ten grain! 
everv two hours, for three times, by Dr. 

P. L. Menrage, was extracted from the 
Archives Gin . de Mid. Avril 1830, and in¬ 
serted in the number of Omodic’s Annatei 
for March, 1830. 

In respect to the mode of employing this 
remedy, Dr. Spairani makes, at l&Bt, the 
following general remarks: 

To obtain good and speedy effect from it, 4 
it is necessary to get the remedy of the beat 
quality; or it will fail, as in the case of 
menorrhagia. The dose of it must be gene¬ 
rous, and often and regularly repeated, from 
xxiv grs. to Ixxij, distributed through the 
24 hours. If the hemorrhage be violent, it 
must be given every ten minutes,in re¬ 
fracted quantities; if not, every two hours, 
of longer, will be enough. 

Dr. O'SiiAL'OHNfcssx related a cose of ute¬ 
rine hemorrhage consecutive on premutura 
parturition, which had recently fallen under 
his observation, in which he used the ae- 
cale cornutum with considerable success. 

Dr. Bucxf. denied that the ergot possess¬ 
ed any anti-haemorrhagic property ; he had 


The secale cornutum, which by chance i used it in the most abundant doses, and had 


was originally known foe its pernicious 
qualities when taken mixed with food, and 
us having produced abortion in pregnant 
women who ate bread which contained it 
iu small quantity, was ut first used empiri¬ 
cally by the common people to promote 
labour-pains, and to diminish the immode¬ 
rate lochial discharge, and sometimes crtim- 
11 iiUtf 10 produce abortion. It was after¬ 
wards taken into consideration by obstetri¬ 
cal practitioners, and its elective action upon 
the uterus being ascertained, It hat been 
successfully employed by them to excite the 
too languid contractions of this organ, 
Professor liigeschi in 182.1, in Italy, and 
Dr. (juillemom in France, in 1829, employ¬ 
ed this drug aa the moat convenient remedy 
fur utcrino haemorrhage* occurring from 
want of couUactabiliiy after delivery, In 


procured it from the most respectable sources, 
hut never could find it to produce any effect; 
be considered cold the most efficacious mode 
of arresting uterine hemorrhage. 

Dr. Dsanv raid, that in Rust's Maga- 
xine there was an account of experiments 
instituted on men, for the express purpose 
of deciding whether the ergot possessed 
any and what physiological action. After 
a few drachma had been consumed, vehe¬ 
ment tormina and flatulent discharges in¬ 
variably succeeded, and the ergot was ob¬ 
liged to be discontinued. This he consi¬ 
dered sufficient proof that it did possess 
some action, nod he moreover thought that 
numerous proofB had been afforded, by ex¬ 
perience, uf its control over the uterine 
functions. Perhaps its arresting hicmor- 
rhsge might receive a mechanical txplaua- 
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In* bm&ptfmwi 


tioa ftm‘ tto dietnaaion # tto adjacent 
hollowW tb« con^owi production 
offitfe, wfcich,lntto Getftan «xi*eri»vnt», 
tod to** aeea to be a constant affeet of the 
«to oftto «rg«, He farther ittuded to (to 
di*«uee it wia known to produce, via., tto 
dry gangrene of tto f«wi, and concluded by 
*xprearing his coDTicttou of the greet ted* 
hmltofrbigic virtue* of the remedy. , 

Mr. Gti-nsnr Btmwtr alluded to tbeepl* 


travnMtien of Mood, tod tto button wu 
eottitifavted. Ho It > collector for i b re w er y , 
toe lived freely, and w of an irritable habit. 
Tto leg was placed is njtmk; fatten ordered 
to to kept coestudy applied, end to bore 
an anodyne draught. 

9U He* passed o mtiees night; it 
fidgetty and talkative; incoherent on tome 
point*; akin cool; pule# irregular, alow, 
and fell; tonga* moiat; baa vomited three 
dcmie injury produced by the voter* of the for four time*. Ordered beef-tea; gin ; nsd 


ergot in bread, one of the effect* of wbioit 
»'« the induction of premature labour. He 


the following draught to be taken at tod- 
time, Compound spiritst of juniper, one 


did not agree with Dr. Harry's flatulent driKbmuuio half ; tetkrtive liquor ofoptum. 


theory; for example, lie could not aee hoar 
it could explain the cure of hemorrhage 
from the nose. 

Dr. 0‘5nat'on?ressv stated, that a speci¬ 


fy MbUmj; camphor mixture. 11 dracAms. 

Jtti. J, 1031. Has jiaaaed another bail 
night ; no ftcep ; his countenance still a* 
prrtiMfetttrfety, iavery talkative, his mind 


men of suspected ergot of rye find some! cnntinoslly emedering; pulse soft and full, 
months since been given to him for analysis, jtt*; tonga* dry, and very alightly furrvd ; 
*. * ‘ vomited litoral time* io the courae of tho 


and he found it to be composed of the 
Sulphate of lime, which had been cast in a 
mould and coloured, so ns to imitate very 
closely the natural ergot. Thi* circumstance, 
he believed, would account for many of its 
supposed failures. He believed til contrq* 
vetsy might to readily terminated by expe¬ 
riments instituted on pregnuut animals of 
the lower grades. Mr. Evans, of Benk 
Street, a gentleman in extensive obstetric 


da y.Ttym to be continued', the anodyne 
draught to be. repented at bed-time. 

Still greatly excited; delirium 
came on suddenly in the night, and in so 
violent » manner as to require several men 
to bold Mm, while a strait-waistcoat was 
placed on biro. He hud during the night a 
draught ns follows:— Sedative lu/uor of 
jo/tom one drachm : wine of tar tamed an- 


practice, had recently informed him, that j timony, half a drachm ; camphor mixture, 
lie bad lately used the ergpt of rye in sere- j eleven drachms ; after which he rested tot- 
ral cases of amenorrlxra and menorrhagia, i ter than in the fore part of the night; this 
and with the best auccesa. I morning he does not complain of pain, ex- 

Mr. Kixo conceived, that concerning theicept in the leg, which w:\s produced them 
action* of the ergot nothing had yet been : by his disturbing the juuk during the tit of 
determined, and it should therefore to used j delirium ; pulse quicker, Ihi; tongue more 
with the utmost camion. He wished tto furred; the pupils of the eyes contracted, 
experiments alluded to by the last speaker J Ordered—R Carbonate of ammonia, six 
to be performed, but in this country there jymrw*; sedative liquor of opium,tea minim*; 
was no encouragement for any scientific man jramptor mixture, one ounce and a half. 
to devote hia time or trouble to these inv**- j Mix. Let this draught be repealed every 
tigstions. He thought it not improbable four hours. The gin to be continued, and 
tint tbe ergot might net as an irritant on ; to bave some tub for dinner. The anodyne 
the mucous membranes to which it was)draught lobe repeated at bed-lime, 
applied, and that by the contraction thus; 3- Has passed a totter night. No return 
setup, hmmorrhage from tbe uterus might! of the delirium; pulse slower, full, and 
be arrested. isoft- Bowel* not open since his admission. 

On the 29th, My. Qcaiv brought forward!Ordered —Compound extract of colaeyntb. 
some valuable observations on the diagnosis I /tight groins; Castile soap, three, prams’, 
of cerebral affections. Tbe discussion on j blue pill, three grains. Mix : snake two 
this subject was adjourned to the fitli ofj piUs tabs taken immediately. An anodyne 
February. We shall notice Mr. Quiin’s I draught at the hour of sleep. 6 in to be in- 
paper in otxr next. creased. 

1 i. Has passed a bad uigbt, is excited; 
has disturbed the junk duriug the night; 
his mind is wandering on his fuu.ity con¬ 
cerns ; his howsls have been opened; fu<c*s 
dark-coloured and offensive; tongue dry 
j and furrvd; pulse not increased. Sedative 
j liquor of ofnum. half a drachm ; sulphuric 
■■Hfiwinn Kvixi, *tst. 52, admitted De-jether, wine of tartarized antimony, of each 
cemtor 30th, 1H31. In passing along the fifteen nuumr; camphor mu tore, eleven 
Street be slipped and fell. The tibia and j drachms . Afix ; to be taken directlythe 
fiboHt were fractured ; there was some ex- anodyne draught to be repeated at bedhme- 
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5. Is Utter, h*s alepfc weU; eomplaini of 
(hint, and las vomited dark matter several 
times; tongue furred, but moist; pulse 
increased; perspires;' bowels confined. 
Ordered, calcined magnesia, rhubarb, of 
each five grains; carbonate of soda, twenty 
grains; simjdc syrup, one drachm ; water, 
one ounce, ljet it be taken, with half an 
ounce of lemon juice after the vomiting, and 
repeal it if requisite, 

7. The vomiting has been ohecked for a 
short time by the effervescing draught, but 
it has returned; he keeps nothing on his 
stomach; he seems however much easier. 
Obscure tenderness of the abdomen. Let 
a common enema be lulminutered daily. 
K Best vtosch, five grains ; opium, me 
grain . Mix ; form a pill to be taken at 
bed-time . To have some purl-wine evety 
day. 

32. There has beeu no variation in the 
symptoms for the last five days; the vomit¬ 
ing still continues, and purging occasionally ; 
what passes is very dark-coloured and offen¬ 
sive; the tenderness of the abdomen is rather 
increased; has on exacerbation towards 
night; no delirium; he has been ordered 
burnt brandy for the aickuess of his sto¬ 
mach. Mercury, with chalk , three grains; 
extract of hyoscyumus, James's powder, of 
each three grains. To be taken «/ bed-time 
every night. A blister to be applied over 
the epigastrium. To have a starch enema 
with one drachm of laudanum. 

l:>. There* has been no vesication pro¬ 
duced bv the blister ; cannot pass his water; 
vomiting continues; purging has ceased 
The catheter to be used. Eight leeches 
to the epigastric region. 

14. The symptoms do not vary ; pulse 
full, and measures W ; very little urine has 
passed; slight purging; vomiting continues. 
Mercury, with chalk, extract of henbane, 
of each six grains, to be taken at bed-time. 
To be cupped on the right side to the extent 
of six ounces, A blister to be applied after¬ 
wards. The effervescing draught as be¬ 
fore, to be taken every six hours. 

l.i. The vomiting is violent; rejects 
cvery-thing lie takes. Pulse irregular, quick, 
and febrile ; countenance anxious ; tongue 
very much furred; mind continues incohe¬ 
rent relative to his business and family con¬ 
cerns ; is ordered nrrow-root and beef-tea ; 
no urine passes. Brandy to be given us 
usual. The anodyne dru ugh t to be repeated 
at bed-time. 

lt». Died. 

Post-Mortem Examination. 

Brain unusually healthy. 

Thorax.—ibe lungs were also iu a very 
healthy slate. The heart was loaded with 
fat. 


• . Abd$mms—L\*Br healthy. No traces of 
inflammation in the stomach or kidney*. 
The small intestines were, for the moat pert, 
in a high state of inflammation. Tbeir mu - 
cous cost was loaded with vessels gorged 
with dark blood; they were also very much 
ulcerated* The bladctor was contracted to a 
very small compass. 


REMUNERATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ATTENDANCE ON PAUPERS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet* 

Sir, —-Having been for many years a 
reader of your valuable book The Lancet, 
and an admirer of (he spirit of rectitude 
which generally pervades it, I feel greatly 
desirous to trespass upon you for an inser¬ 
tion, taobtain, if possible, correct informa¬ 
tion on a subject which involves in it the 
interests of a large class of country practi¬ 
tioners, who, with myself, I can answer for 
it, would feel highly gratified by its peruBal. 
The subject is the difficulty with which 
medical men obtain remuneration for pau¬ 
pers out of the parish in which they reside, 
in extreme cases, before an order can possi¬ 
bly be received from the overseer. It is 
exceedingly lamentable that a pauper should 
die from want of medical attention, and very 
hard that humanity on the part of medical 
meu should not be rewurded, and particu¬ 
larly if they advise the pariah of the circum¬ 
stance as early as possible. The following 
recent occurrence, in my own experience, 
will illustrate what I mean. I was called 
suddenly to a case of peritoneal inflamma¬ 
tion, in a puuper whose parish was seven 
miles off; it being a second attack, I sup¬ 
posed she would not recover. The next day 
1 wrote to the parish per post acquainting 
them with the extremity of the case, the 
impossibility of the pauper paying for at¬ 
tendance this time (she haviug, with great 
difficulty, discharged her former bill), and 
soliciting their immediate order for attend¬ 
ance, informing them, at the aame time, 
“ that I should continue my attendance,and 
do what was proper, until / heard from 
them.” These gentlemen took no notice of 
my letter, and 1 took it for granted that I 
was iu the path of duty in attending until 
the patient was out of danger, after which 
I sent my bill per post, which these worthy 
gentlemen refused to pay. alleging, as an 
excuse, that 1 hud no order from them. Now, 
I should be exceedingly glad to know, whe¬ 
ther the above pariah is not liable from.the 
date of my letter. I remember a similar 
case being tried a few yeara ago, I thiuk 
before the excellent Lori Teaterden, ami it 



MO COMBUSTION OTCHABCOAL--St!R*JiY DISPENSARY, &c. 

vudoiMIs tontrftlM oviicau hum; } CAtmw.—Mutter men irt cautioned tab* m 

u™u Wf# t ru, «.«r^r p«s. 

: - ; ' ih« »«W a owl* Md inqairtnjr If Mr.—~ l«at 

*», Sir, your obedicnUemoL home. On being imwotiI id the negative, her*. 

. „ qnwti t»be farmsbed with pen, Ink# and paper, to 

♦JOHN HoaRI, M.K.C.S., &0. »»« t<> the gentlemen Whom he pretend* to be 
mo*t anxious to eee, but fi»r* he efcatl not be able 
WnsUMte?. Jen. 21, 1&31. to caU again. Re h, therefore. shown into »„ 

•perl mem fur the purport of writing, and watches 
for en opportunity to pocket whatever appeer* io 
him worthy uf that dist inction. Having written a 
few tines describing himself to l»c « medical man in 
embarrassed circumstances, and requesting tome 
pecuniary assistance, he leavr* the )iou*e. Thu 
man having watched Mr. Dixon, surgeon, nf New¬ 
man Street, out of hi* house on Monday last, took 
advaatrt? of bis absence, and gained itdirmtam c 
mirier the pretence aitove mentioned. The sen-art 
very foolishly showed him into the drawing-room 
fur u firw minutes, during which lime he tuntrivel 
to pocket unperreivvd by her, a medallion that 
had bet*n presented to Mr. Dixon some year* ugo 
by the Duke of Sussex, a* president of the Humane 
Society, fur having restored ti youth who had been 
in astute of suspended atiinuiioa from drowning. 

Sirm*rDT«rKKiA«Y. Feb. I, 1831 . To the Editor 
0/Title Lakc«T. Sir,—I beg to correct the mi,, 
statement made in the lam number of your Journal 
respecting the Surrey Dispensary. The promise* 
in the prespectus made to the pupils hive bee» fully 
performed, as will bi- testified by those ptiitlroieii 
who hare availed themselves of all Ihi; opportunities 
this fottituttan affords for information. 

The examination* bav<- been condm ted with only 
one exception (and that ecus on (Viitmas nay 1 
Saturday evenings ul ktlf-pn-t six o’clock; avui 
clinical lectures on the cases present have been 
given regularly on Wednesday* and Saturdays be. 
t»ecn the hums of eleven and one. Will you have 
thepooilnm to insert 1 his in y»nr r.exi number, a* 
the misfctntcnuMit requires immediate correction. 
I have the honour to hr. Sir, youi nW-diuu hum hie 
servant, John Staduox, apothecary to the JLfit- 
pemary. 


■PONTANEOCS COMBUSTION OF FINELY* 
DIVIDED CHARCOAL. 

CAPTION TO GUNPOWDER MANUFACTURER*. 

In the last number of the Attnalet <fc 
Chimie, tfc. which liu arrived in this coun¬ 
try, we find a paper on this singular subject 
by M. Aubert, colonel of artillery. He de¬ 
tails the several circumstances of the spain* 
taneous combustion of charcoal, which took 
place in the powder mills at Metz, in 18‘iR; 
and he also gives an account of the experi¬ 
ments instituted in order to investigate the 
nature of the occurrence. The following are 
tbo results of the inquiry:— 

Charcoal in the state of minute division, 
to which it is reduced by trUuratiou ori a 
large scale, assumes the appearance of a 
thick unctuous liquid, and in this condition 
it occupies considerably less space than it 
does in the undivided slate ; it also absorbs 
air with much greater rapidity. This ab¬ 
sorption is accompanied by an intense dis¬ 
engagement of beat, which must be regarded 
as the true cause of the spontaneous com¬ 
bustion. The combustion often takes place 
within twenty-four hours after the tritura¬ 
tion, and commences towards the centre 
of the mass of charcoal. The variations of 
the thermometer, barometer, or hygrometer, 
have no apparent influence over the occur¬ 
rence. The charcoal moat readily affected 
in this manner is prepared by distillation, 
find in order that the spontaneous inflamma¬ 
tion should happen, it is necesiury that there 
should be nt least 30 lbs. weight of charcoal 
together. The combustion usually occurs the 
more certainly in proportion to the short¬ 
ness of the time between the carbonization 
of the wood aud trituration of the charcoal. 
Tree access of air is essentially necessary. 
During the trituration, the sir in the'appa¬ 
ratus undergoes uo change, neither is air 
decomposed till the combustion commences. 
Sulphur and saltpetre added to Uie charcoal, 
prevent the spontaneous combustion, though 
the temperature of the charcoal, neverthe¬ 
less, experiences a marked elevation ; but 
though this increase is not very great, M. 
Aubert considers it dangerous to leave these 
mixtures exposed to the air ia large masses 
after trituration. 


■ro oca Ri-tncRv 

The preMinr Number contain* an extra half tha t, 
payed from y,u *«. S<*i, which half she* r we shall he 
wMiitrd if our readers will substitute tor the leaves 
containing 1 orreipoitdim: page* hi imr l.i,i imk'i 
Number. The lecture contained in that Number 
wa*, 1*1 a singular mistake, put into the prill lei** 
band* before the slmrl-hand writer'* note* ha*' 
undergone the customary furri-ctiuiifc, and Uie err 
by another rare mistake passed through the. me. 
unameiul.-d. _ Wc utrordingiy now present oil. 
r eader* with a perfect copy of Wu- It'd uie iu such n 
lotm as will permit of their cancelling the old 
leaves, and inserting the new one* in place ul them. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


To (he Editor.— Their- an- »ev«*rtl men pianti'- 
tag in this neighbourhood (Euwlmm) who have re¬ 
cently inoculated scores for the miijII -jhix ; if you 
wish I will tend their name*, and get all properly 
authenticated; can they he punished 1 

CmnpRMu*. 

, There it no law 10 preven* the practice of innru- 
j toting h»r tinali-pox, hut ii i» « must di*grareful and 
dangerous practice, and the promoters of it. ainiot 
.he too severely reprobated. The publii atton of 
l their names, however, would he useless, us they 
niu»t already be insensible lu every feeling uf 
shanif.—i-,n. L, 

A Pupil of St. Thomm-t must scud ui his tunic 
and adurusA in confnlcnre. 

The letter ol Mr. Johuiuu next week* 
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A Treatise on Fever . By So uni wood 

Smith, M.D. 

Clinical Illustrations of Fever • By Ai.tx- 

ANDEB TwKEDlF, M.D. 

Memoirs sur le Traiiemenl del Fievres 

Gravet) Ifc, Par M. Dance. 

( Continued from page 589.) 

In our previous notice of Dr. Smith’s 
Treatise, we laid before our readers a faith¬ 
ful abstract of hi« theoretical speculations 
on the nature of fever, and its cloae con¬ 
nexion with inflammation. We also en¬ 
deavoured to show, that the course of reason¬ 
ing adopted by Dr. Smith was by no means 
s« unimpeachable as the profession had been, 
by certain medical and non-medical com¬ 
mentators, taught to believe. We shall se¬ 
lect for our present consideration the chapter 
of this treatise which relates to the treat¬ 
ment of fever. It is a peculiarity in the 
entire work, that each chapter forms, as it 
were, a separate and individual memoir, 
which may be perused without disadvan¬ 
tage apart from the rest of the publication. 
Tbe first sentence in the chapter on the 
treatment of fever is deserving of much atten¬ 
tion, as by it we shall have to measure, 
subsequently, some practical points of sig¬ 
nal importance. We shall offer no obser¬ 
vation, however, ou the assertion it con¬ 
tains, until we have completed tbe analysis 
of tbe rest of the chapter. 

u Wo have seen that tbe first indication 
of disease in fever is traceable to tbe ner¬ 
vous system; that tbe nature of this primary 
affection of tbe nervous system is unknown; 
that it may possibly be the commencement 
of inflammation, modified by the nature of 
the nervous substance, iu which the inflam¬ 
matory action has its seat, and by the nature 
of lit* cause that excites it, namely, a pecu¬ 
liar poison ; or, ou the other hand, it may 
possibly be something distinct from infiaxu- 

/No. 389. 


mation, but having a peculiar tendency to 
excite it. In either case, the inflammation 
that is present in fever is peculiar and spe¬ 
cific, differing essentially from ordinary or 
simple inflammation.” 

A little further on it is stated, “ that febrile 
and ordinary inflammation are not identi¬ 
cal, and that the difference is such as to re¬ 
quire a very considerable modification in tbe 
treatment appropriate to each.” We are 
next told, that the only morbid condition 
in fever of which we have any know¬ 
ledge, is inflammation , and in the same 
sentence the auiltor states, unequivocally, 
that “ inflammation is the only condition of 
fever over which tbe medical art possesses 
any control.” Though inflammation does 
not take the lead in the author's chain of 
morbid action, yet he considers it (he first 
which admits of treatment, and he says, that 
the remedies proper for it " do not differ 
from those which are adapted for ordinary 
.inflammation, but they differ materially in 
! the mode in which they ought to be applied 
and tbe extent to which they ought to be 
carried.” 

The next observation of importance, con¬ 
sists in the author’s assertion, that fevers 
cannot be arrested in their commencement, 
or “ cut short,” as it is quaintly termed. 
On this point I)r. Smith declaims, for in 
truth he does not argue, at considerable 
length; he contends for the impossibility of 
tbe occurrence, and also mentions the im- 
mineut danger of even making |the attempt. 
Fever, he asserts, may be moderated, “ but 
cannot be iustantaneoasly cured.” 

We then arrive at the author's remedial 
measures, and commencing with the mildest 
fever “ of this country,” he says it requires 
little or no treatment; but that whenever 
the fever paases beyond this, it become* a 
serious disease, and either proceeds to, or haa 
arrived at, a peculiar inflammation. The 
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author’s own words are here important to 
the development of liia particular ideas. 

" If excitement be set up in an organ 
which has as invariable a tendency to ter¬ 
minate in inflammation as a atone to fall to 
the ground, whft is the proper rstnedy to 
prevent the transition of excitement 'into 
inflammation 1 Bleeding. Before we oau 
say that inflammation is established we may 
foresee that it will come ; jf the preceding 
exritemcnt be not stopped, we know that 
it will as surely come as that blond will flow 
from a wounded blood-vessel. Because we j 
cannot tell the precise moment when in-! 
creased vascular action passes into actual! 
inflammation, are we quietly to look on and 
Ho nothing until we hove made that discovery? 
We know that iuflaiumntion is at hand ; we 
know what will prevent it, or, at any rate, 
what has u powerful tendency to preventit: 
shall we not briug into immediate and vigo¬ 
rous use our means of premitiau, or shall 
we wait until the inflammatory action shall 
have given unequivocal and alarming indi¬ 
cations of its presence and operations before 
we interfere 1 To trifle in Bnch n manner, 
to lose these precious moments when we 
have such a fearful, aucb an active, and, if 
once it be allowed to become active, such 
n masteries* enemy to contend with as fever, 
is as great a folly as it would be when a 
building is on fire io stand idle by as long 
as the fire is smouldering, and to take no 
measure to extinguish it until it ha* burst 
into flame, any, not until the flame has 
spreod from tlie floor to the ceiling, and 
from the ceiling to the roof. - - - - The 
physician, in the first stage of fever, armed 
with his lancet, ii to his paticut what the 
fireman with his engine, before the flames 
hare had time to kindle, ia to a building 
that has taken fire. At this early stage, 
the former can check inflammation with al¬ 
most as much ease and certainly as the latter 
can prevent the flames from bursting out." 

So much for the preveution of inflamma¬ 
tion ; with respect to the cure of febrile in¬ 
flammation, he speaks in the following im¬ 
pressive terms 

“ When inflammation has actually come 
on, there is then not a monfent to be lost; 
that inflammation must be stopped; the 
accomplishment of tliis object is the great 
end which the practitioner should aim at in 
every-thing ho attempts; until lie baa done 
this he baa done nothing ; until he has done 
this he ought to give neithor sleep to his 
eyea nor slumber to his eyelids; until he 
has doue this, be ought to feel that there 
should be no rest for himself, because there 
is no safety for his patient. Until the in¬ 
flammation is subdued blood must be taken ; 
b« the qdaotity it may be necessary to ab¬ 


stract, in order to accomplish this object, 
what it may ; be the bleedings it may be 
requisite to repeat what they may; the 
vein must be allowed to flow, and it must be 
opened again and again until this object is 
secured.” 

In a subsequent page Dr, Smith declares 
that he does not wish to countenance large 
bleedings in fever, ns febrile inflammation 
can l>e subdued with less loss of blood than 
the common. We must, however, look to 
the quantity which he considers, on the 
average, to be correct, and accordingly we 
find the following estimate at p. .Slid :— 

“ If, after the abstraction of sixteen ounces 
of blood at the commencement of the attack, 
the vascular excitement be wot completely 
subdued, in the course of three or tour hours 
the same quantity muat be again taken; and 
if, the next morning, that excitement con¬ 
tinue, it will probably have already pussntl 
into inflammation ; and, therefore, tho vein 
must be once more opened, and the blood 
allowed to flow until the pain, wherever 
seated, be entirely removed.” 

After a “ due impression ” has thus been 
made, purgatives are to be given, to the ex¬ 
tent of producing three or four stools a duv ; 
cold sponging, if the skin be hot, perfect 
quiet, Ac. Such is the method of treat¬ 
ment which Dr. Smith considers appropriate 
to the common fever of London. The em¬ 
ployment of wiue next attracts the author's 
attention, and he admit* its occasional effi¬ 
cacy in conditions when the powers of life 
have been exhausted by inflnnimstory ex¬ 
citement. In doubtful cases, he judiciously 
states that the experiment may be made of 
a few ounces, the effects of which may be 
ascertained before any more is allowed. The 
severest forms of fever 'are to be treated 
after the same manner, " the moat power¬ 
ful remedies are to be employed immediate¬ 
ly,”—"the delay of an hour is pregnant 
with danger,"—' 4 exceedingly few of these 
cases would he lost were these remedies 
employed with due vigour at the commence¬ 
ment of the attack." Proceeding a little 
further, we find that Dr. Smith considers 
some modification of this method essential 
incases where the affection of the head ,the 
thorax, or abdomen, become* eminently 
promiuent. " When the attack commences 
with severe cerebral pain, tho bleeding 
must be proportionably large and early, as it 
is copious." A esse is quoted in illustration 
of this opinion, in which the quantity of 
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blood taken by capping and rmeaection, at 
th« onset of the disease, was 86 ounces 
drawn at fire times in two days. In this 
form of fever the author also recommends 
the “ cold dash,”—-that water Bhould be 
poured from a considerable height, and in 
a small stream, on the head of the patient 
Of the value of this remedy he epeeks in 
glowing terms. 

When an abdominal affection preponde¬ 
rates, Dr. Smith speaks of venesection as 
followsGeneral bleeding has but lit¬ 
tle influence over the disease. If employ¬ 
ed early, and with due activity, it will pre¬ 
vent the affection from occurring, hut wbeu 
once it has supervened largo bleedings are 
out of the question, and even small and re¬ 
peated bleedings are not as effectual ns 
leeches.” These Bhould, h$ considers, be 
applied most abundantly as long as the abdo¬ 
men remains tender. When purging occurs, 
the hydrargyrus cum creta, in smsll doses, 
and Dover's powder, with occasionally’ a 
stronger opiate, and sometimes an anodyne 
enema, constitute the treatment prescribed. 
When the stools are mixed with blood, or 
there is considerable hemorrhage from the 
intestines, the infusion of roses acidulated 
with a few drops nfgulphuric acid, and some¬ 
times a drachm of the tincture of hyoscia- 
mus, are directed. Now and then, he ob¬ 
serves, 11 a stimulant has a greater effect in 
checking the hemorrhage, than an aBtrin- 
geut, and then the oleum terebiaihina is the 
best remedy. 

In thoracic fever, Dr. Smith relics almost 
exclusively on the tartar-emetio treatment; 
and says of bleeding, that in the severe 
bronchial nffeetion, it is of little avail; “ it 
weakens the patient without making a de¬ 
cided impression on the disease.'’ 

The foregoing observations are next ap¬ 
plied to the treatment of scarlet fever.] 
" Bloodletting may be carried to a greater 
extent, and will be attended with still more 
decided and more certaiu efficacy, than in 
the ordinary fever.” 

Finally, the treatment during the pe¬ 
riod of convalescence is briefly adverted to. 
In this division, however, Dr. Smith ad¬ 
vances no peculiar views, with the exception 
of the startling assertion, that “ of the 
great tendency to relapse during the whole 
o( this period, few medical men are suffi¬ 


ciently aware, and the unprofessional at¬ 
tendant! on the tick are entirely ignorant 
of it.” The author exaggerates here a lit¬ 
tle. The tendency .to relapse in fever has 
almost become a vulgar proverb. 

Such are Dr. Smith's opinions as to the 
principles of the treatment of fever. Their 
application, he illustrates by a description 
of five of the mixed cases. 

Having fairly and candidly, we trust, 
submitted this ontline to the, reader’s atten¬ 
tion, we proceed to comment on it, ex in- 
eepto, in a critical, but not in a captious 
spirit. We shall make no assertion without 
the support of rational argument, so that Dr. 
Smith and his admirers will have, at any 
rate, no cause tar being displeased with our 
remarks. We feel, then, no hesitation in 
asserting, that this treatise is, as far as 
theory is concerned, replete with error. 
In a practical point of view, we find it in 
many places self-contradictory and con¬ 
fused ; in several parts altogether feeble 
and imperfect; lastly, we believe that the 
principles of treatment laid down are 
fraught with danger to the patient The 
first count in this indictment we have, we 
believe, already substantiated ? we proceed 
to adduce our evidence in support of the re¬ 
maining charges. That it is aelf-coatra- 
dictory, is proved by his statement in one 
part, that in the “ inteusest" form of fever, 
the abstraction of the smallest quantity of 
blood is fatal (p. 407), and by the admis¬ 
sion of the iuutility of general bleeding in 
the thoracic and abdominal complications. 
How far both these accord with the princi¬ 
ples so dogmatically and strenuously pro¬ 
pounded in the foregoing quotations, it is 
perfectly essy to determine. Logic is not 
necessary to show that they are os opposed 
to each other as the extremes of a perfect 
anti thesis. Again, that some parts are 
feeble and imperfect, becomes manifest, 
when the treatment of intestinal hemor¬ 
rhage is taken into consideration. Infusion 
of roses, aud a few drops of sulphuric acid, 
with sometimes a drachm of the tincture of 
liyosciamus! Who that has ever treated 
fever, and witnessed the tortures this com¬ 
plication engenders, would content himself 
with such inert, such useless, internal 
remedies. No practitioner of greater energy 
than a superannuated nurse would adopt 
such a mode of proceeding, while opium or 

T T a 
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morphine, or utrfo|fenM, or the scettte of | fatal, U carried to the prodigal extent be 
Ml, ooold he procured. I adneeet 14u he sever heard of the pro? 

Again; in the treatment of the commonj cnations given by the immortal Sydenham 
ferer, we find no allusion to the use of U»t«r; on this practical point, who statea that on 
emetic. Blood ia drawn, aod drawn again, aome occasions he loft two or three patient* 
but the production of nausea, that state so before he became acquainted with the parti- 
incompatible with infiammauon, ia not at cular character of the malady? Dr. Smith 
all recommended. We are told in one place, surely cannot be ignorant of the fact, that 
that the abstraction of aa ounce of blood in particular years, nay, at particular period* 
more than is absolutely necessary, doe* mis* of the same year, there ia an unknown con- 
chief. Wliat mischief, we must ask Dr. dition of the atmosphere which render* 
Smith, would tartar emetic produce in theae blood-letting lea* called for, and even poai- 
cases I Or is it that the learned author is a I tieely dangerous. Yet the most indiscrimi- 
roncealed localiat, and inclines, with Brous- j nite adoption of this powerful and often 
aais, to dread the irritation of the mucous j dangerous practice ia enjoined. No limi- 
membvane of the intestinal tube. Though | lation at to form of fever, age, habit, aex, 
his words repudiate, yet his treatment occa- J or idiosymrocy, ia even hinted at. Bleed- 
aionally favours, such a suspicion. Bad we ing is the passport to the salvation of every 
space to prosecute the argument, we could | patient. Would the Doctor allow of no re¬ 
adduce numerous additional instances of j straint to his bold adoption of the lancet, 
contradictory assertions, and injudicious according to the circumstances of each case ? 
treatment Let us next investigate the last Would he bleed a stuTved pauper, or a 
charge we brought against the treatise, S pi Oil fields weaver, with the aume un- 
namely, that it is fraught with danger to the sparing hand ns lie would use on n city 
patient It is particularly necessary to re- alderman, a fatted Duke, or stall-fed Bishop? 
mind our readers, that though Dr. Smith Or would ho recommend the same amount 
professes to give a systematic treatise on! to be drawn in the typhoid forms us >u the 
fever, yet he acknowledges that he does not j more acute varieties of fever ? 
speak of the treatment proper for the disease | In short we should Lava expected some 
as it exists elsewhere ; he has seen only the {didactic precepts from one of the physicians 
common fever of London and its neighbour -1 of a fever hospital, who writes with no small 
hood. ! pretcusions to dictatorial superiority, some 

* It is our booaden duty to state, that we leading principles to guide the young prac- 
dissent entirely from the extravagantly bold titioner, hut we are compelled to say there 
depletory treatment recommended by the:are none. For these reanons we hold this 
author. It ta necessary particularly to can- work to be in every respect improper for I 
lion the young and inexperienced on this the young practitioner; it will give him the 
int; the strong metaphorical language in most fatal noiious of the principles on which 
which Dr. Smith not aufrequeutly indulges, Mood should bo abstracted in fever, 
is imposing-, it is apt to mislead, but ho j The treatment of scarlet fever is ground- 
evidently labours too Lard to produce effect, j ed on the tune principle*. Bloodletting is 
His simile of a house on fire with a good jtlio corner stone. It is even enforced here 
engine ac hand, is certainly unhappy, espe- to a greater extent from there being less 
cially as he intimates, that it is in vain to nervous and sensorial depression, while there 
hope to terminate fever by a stroke of art, »re no precautions as to any peculinr «p»- 
an assertion which speaks hut little for the demic. Would bloodletting be expedient 
author's experience of the disease. in some forms of the malignant disease 

Though Dr. Smith tells us that the mild- which has prevailed for two or three sea- 
est form of continued fever in this coun* son* past? No allusion ia made to this 
try require* little or no treatment, we are most important principle,—the occasional 
surprised to find ibis the only caution occurrence of a malignant epidemic, which, 
given. Bloodletting seems to be the chief, a* last year, swept off tunny children of ihtv 
the only remedy. Has he witnessed noepi- ««« family, and was attended by such pe- 
dearie In which this evacuation in the early culiar symptoms that an inexperienced oh- 
stage would be almost fatal, and eertainly server would scarcely have imagined the dja- 

\ 
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cue to litre been the tame which appears ia 
ordinary seasons. We hare to notice also, 
that the appearance of the blood when 
drawn ia not alluded to u a good criterion 
of the propriety and safely of its abstraction. 
In short the treatment would lead us to sus¬ 
pect that the author considers fever and in¬ 
flammation as identical, though, from some 
passages in the work, he denies this opiniou. 

Although we have thought it necessary 
to criticise the indiscriminate adoption of 
bloodletting in all types of fever, without 
respect to the circumstances which are 
occasionally observed in particular epi¬ 
demic*, and the occurrences in each indi¬ 
vidual case, wa nevertheless are strong ad¬ 
vocates for the occaaional and prudent anti¬ 
phlogistic treatment of the disease. Blood¬ 
letting forum only one item of ibis mode of 
treatiueut, and though imperiously called 
for in some epidemics, and necessary to 
subdue particular symptom*, we are satis- 
lied that its indiscriminate employment can 
? only result from air imperfect experience of 
the principles on which the treatraeut of 
fever should lie conducted. 

Finally, we dissent entirely from the 
assertion that “the only morbid condition 
in fever of which we have any knowledge, 
ami over which the medical art possesses 
any control, is inflammation.'’ Surely Dr. 
Smith will not deny that we kuow something 
of congestion, or that debility sometimes 
occurs in fever, and he can scarcely contend 
that over debility we have no control. 
Again, it does not fellow, that because we 
I" have no knowledge of the nature of a mor¬ 
bid action, we are therefore not to treat it in 
the manner which experience, sage though 
cmpjric experience, Las taught us to be cor¬ 
rect. What do we kuow of tho morbid 
condition of the system in internments 1 Is 
inflammation the first condition to be com¬ 
batted there ? Vet this is fever, and for it 
we suppose l)r. Smith himself, if lie who 
proscribing in the close lanes of Bermond¬ 
sey— " curium, nou aniraum, mutaua”— 
would desert the lancet and venture on the 
sulphite of quinine. 

But we hav« allotted space enough already 
to this treatise, and we shall pursue its 
exaggerations no further. Before we con¬ 
clude, however, we have to notice the ad¬ 
mission in the eighth chapter of the author's 
belief in contagion, and as w« must agsiu 


postpone the notice of Dr. Tweedie’s Cli¬ 
nical Illustrations, and M. Dance’s Memoir, 
we shall defer our concluding notice until 
soother number. 


tftACTICAL OnSRBYATIOKS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF 

DEAFNESS . 

No. II. 

By Jobs Fosoaoxa, Jlf.D. t \r.&rc. 

In ray first communication on deafness 
(Lancet, Jan. 15), 1 stated, that the exclu¬ 
sive subdivision of the profession under the 
denomination of pure aurists was absurd 
and superfluous, os well as useless to the 
public, except for picking their pockets; 
that the histories of cures performed by 
surists, whether stationary, sham, or va¬ 
grant aurists, and whether their cures be 
printed in catchpenny hooks, in placards on 
whipping or other posts, chalked on walls, 
or udvertised in venal country newspapers, 
are, for the most part, nothing but lies to 
catch ignorant credulity ; I wish to impress 
on the general practitioner, whose avocations 
are too numerous and various to admit 
always of his divided attention to a particu¬ 
lar subject, the circumstanoe that there is 
nothing relative to the ear to which he is 
uot competent, and I recommend him to 
avail himself of extracts from the remarks 
of others and myself, for insertion in the* 
provincial press, as far as its system of ab¬ 
ject servility, venality, and interested sup¬ 
pression of truth, will admit, wherever those 
remarks may serve to expose the pretenders 
who come across his path as ear-doctors. I 
have tried this plan myself with consider¬ 
able success, in weeding out several de¬ 
scriptions of quacks; for in the despicable 
stall; of the medical institutions and medi¬ 
cal legislation of this country, the press (and 
even that is bound hand and foot by an un¬ 
principled libel law more calculated for the 
defenco of scoundrels than the protection 
of houest meu) is the only means we have, 
of affording security to the profession and the 
public, against the successful swarms of these 
mountebanks, tr A caution to the public" 
in a local journal upon the spot, ia to them 
an excellent lift to general practitioners, a 
body to which I account it honourable to 
bare belonged seventeen years, and from 
which 1 am separated, it far as a degree 
goes, only in compliance with my particular 
intereata. A simplified discussion, with the 
views 1 have stated, may be useful, and if, 
as on former oooaskras, some of them can 
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M«*t me with Aw ao»Hmmk«rtHa of foot*, I 
shall b* f tad to revive them. 

i%Ny^M«.~l)<i«faefis varies from a di¬ 
minution of heariug, to an almost total ex¬ 
tinction of tlie sense. A noise in tKe ears, 
resembling either the roar of the tea, the 
ebullition of boiling water, or the resting 
of the wind among tree*, accompanied some¬ 
times with noise iu the head, exist* in 
almost merit case of deafness, to whatever 
cause the desfuesa may he owing. The 
patient, if deaf in both ears, may be deafer 
on one side limn the other. The left ear is al¬ 
most always the least deaf r though the mem- 
hraue of the tympanum on that aide may 
have been ruptured. If the deafness of] 
both ears bn attended with inflammation of 
the external porches and discharge, the 
discharge is generally most from the right 
ear. 

From obvious causes, the deaf hear better 
at some times than others, according to the 
wither, temperature of the air, the state 0 / 


impression produced by the extreme hu¬ 
midity of the climate of that part of lre- 
laud. 

The ear is exquisitely sensible of eold. 
A deaf man going abroad at dewfnli, finds 
bis hewing instantly affected far the worse. 
The observation generally is, that, ns soon 
as the sole of his shot is wetted, •• he feels 
the cold fly to hi* ears.” The balance of 
the circulation being disturbed by a cause 
applied to one port, tbe effect may be felt 
at a more remote and weak part.* 

Hearing is sometimsa influenced Accord¬ 
ing to tbe medium and quality of sound. 
Some bear better amid a loud and uniform 
noise than in perfect stillness, because, pro¬ 
bably, tbe torpid nervouB system of the ear, 
and especially the nervous expansions which 
supply nervous influence to the membrane 
of the tympanum and its muscles, require 
being excited generally to a certain pitch to 
raise their sensibility to the ordinary stand¬ 
ard requisite for receiving vocal impres- 


their bodily and mental health, and various j sions, and diatihguiabing one class of sounds 
other circumstances. Some hear better in! from another. Withers, who cannot com- 
f'»i!£y weuther, when the air is most dense, | prebend a Strange voice at a bawling pitch, 
moist, and elastic ; on accouut, perhaps, of j cun interpret a voice to which they are used 
the increased farce with which the air, in [habitually and familiarly, just raised above 
that state, is vibrated by sounds; sudden ; moderate loudness. Thiscircumstnnccahows 


changes from floe and settled to eold and 
irregular weather, increase the difficulty of j 
hearing. Analogously, almost all local, and 1 
most general diseases, vary from the same 
impression*. Pam injured or weakened in 
structure or function being nioru suscepti¬ 
ble, as we all know, than the sound parts of 
the frame, experience the presentiment of 
changeable weather with laliamanic viva¬ 
city, Deafness is generally increased dur¬ 
ing spring and autumn, through the rapid 
and extreme changes of the temperature and 


the nicety with which some individuals are 
able, by constant attention, to recognise par¬ 
ticular forms or figures of impression. Othma 
hear only slurp mu I acute sounds, being 
much more forcible than long and diffused 
sounds. 

Since morbid impressions of all kinds 
strike most heavily upon mjurtwl parts,'al¬ 
most all incidental deteriorations of health 
und derangements of other parts of the body 
produce an aggravation or renewal of this 
infirmity. .Some deaf people find their ears 


moisture of the atmosphere at those seasons, U older and deafer post euitum, an effect pro- 
which excite peculiar temporary movements j riuced bv other causes of general diminution 
of the circulating and nervous systems in j »( vigour. Irregular actions of the akin, 


man, as of the first of these systems in 
plants. Indeed it is oApii brought 011 at 
1 hew Herons from the greater suscepti¬ 
bility of thy bidy, which then exist*, to 
diseases in geiM-iail, and uffoctiooa about the 
throat especially. Our climate, in conse¬ 
quence of its variability, is very productive 
of deafness. M. hard,’the physician to the 
Deaf and Dumb Institution of Pari*, and 
a writer of a very able work ot» the diseases 
of the car, informed me, that the deafness ol 
the majority of English who apply to him, is 
caused by polypi iu their nostrils, the fre¬ 
quency of which growths he ascribes to their 
climate. 1 became myself hard of hearing 
iu oo« ear, with scantiness and induration of] 
wax, whilst at Trinity Coll. Dublin. A 
young Englishman, who weut over to Dub¬ 
lin, with whom 1 was acquainted, wo* 
affected in the some manner. 1 know of 1 
no other cause of these affection*, than the 


htat, dryness, und cold *wesU, for instance, 
are, in this respect, unptopUfous, and olten 
conjoined with deafness iu hypochondriasis, 
und certain diseased conditions of the mu¬ 
cous membrane of the alimentary tube, 
which 1 have described in my obsemUuua 
on the kidney*. Those two important tis¬ 
sue*, the skiu and mucous ineiubrano, at 
forming part of the structure of the ear, and 
a* connected and continuous textures, par¬ 
ticipate with each other in disease. Local 
affections of every kind go wrong, when 
either of these tissue* i* out of order. 

The state of the wiod, tint mighty 
influence upon health, and the cause, 
when wrong, of Die decay and dismantling 
of the frame, greatly affects the hearing of 
the desf. The depressing passions aggra- 


• For oWrvnliom on the effect of climair, itc., 
on tin van, and pncmniohvy informal ten, see 
M. Kustan on Uygeioe. 
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yata deafness, ftod Hanetines even call it tbs head «*d behind the ears, and ttpeciaUp 
into cxiitoncc, whilst the exhilarating pna- the improper suppvmian of local affections 
aioria alleviate it, fio long as the patient ia of the scalp by loopl trealiiWHt alone, are 
under their influence. Lady fiaghot, who constantly followed by deufuew, 
waa anbject at time# to deafueia, had al- ‘‘Among the accidental cause. or otiti* 
ways a renewal of it after every cause of and inflammation, which very rapidly spread 
mental depression. On one occasion, a to the interior of ,the ear, end so often in* 
letter, merely slating the death of a re- duce caries of the bones, permanent deaf- 
hition, renewed the difficulty of hearing, ueae, and futal affections of the brain itself. 
The Rev. Jeremiah Lowe, a patient of cold applied auddeuly to the ear through the 
mine, a fates, “ 1 find thin any trouble or medium of n stream of air, is one nf the 
anxiety increases my difficulty of hearing, inoat common." — M. JjuUcniaitd snr l'£n- 
and that feelings ot a different nature iin- cty halite. 

l»rovo it. If 1 tuke more wine than usual, The action being suppressed in one part 
or if auy-thing exhilarates the spirits or near the ear,is succeeded by another in the ear 
braces the frame, 1 am the better for it.” itself. Sometimes abscesses follow in this 
These facta indicate the direct operation of manner behind the ears, which penetrate 
the mind in altering the balance of vascular into the meatus extaruus through a hole in 
and nervous action. the bone large enough to admit a gold-wire 

The period of the day has sometimes au probe ; at others, discharges from tho men- 
influence. Soma deaf persons hear better tus ex tern us, with ringing in the ears and 
iu the morning than at night t sometimes hardness of bearing. My case-books are 
the reverse. full of facts, which prove the dreadful con- 

Deafness is generally gradual in itapro- sequences to the ears and eyes from en- 
grta*. The voice is often very much trusting cases of the nature thus described to 
changed, tire deaf not being able to regu- the pernicious treatment of the various de¬ 
late it. One patient writes : “ From not scriplioaa of certain wholly uneducated, or 
hearing my voice, it is to strangers difficult half-educated man, who are permitted to 
to understand me, which considerably ag- practise iu England, especially of that class 
gravatea my affliction.” whom 1 cull druggist-surgeont* and to whom, 

Excitmg Cause*.—These are very difii* aioug with others of the SL-John-Long 
cult to he ascertained. Tire most universal school, 1 shall shortly call public attention, 
are, catarrh, exanthema ton* cases, fever, local j by a lull development of their merits, 
affections in neighbouring parts, as ab-J The .permanently debilitating influence of 
semes and suppress*-d eruptions of the I the venereal disease upon many, although 
scalp, syphilis, abuse of mercury, the ac- j that disease amv be cured in ull its local 
lion of lead, remote affections especially of {forms, may lead to deafness, by the tendency 
the bladder and urethra, and external vio-jof reduction of power to increase the sus- 
leiice ; hut the chiefest of all it catarrh. J ceptihility of Hie ears to morbid impression; ^ 
Catarrh, scarlatina, small-pox, measles, j and sometimes, it is said, the disease itself ' 
cymmcbe tonsillaris, excite deafness, not | produces deafness by causing venereal action 
only by simple extension of inflammation; at the anterior orifices of the eustadiiau 
from the throat to the oustaebian tube, but j tubes. Mercury also, since it debilitates 
by striking at the internal ear ut once, per- j numerous consiitutmus, when injudiciously 
Imps by determining an irregular flow of administered, and most of ail acts upon the 
Idood to the brain and internal ear. 1 sus- more minute and susceptible organa, is simi- 
pect, in many of these cases, a permanently larly injurious. 

congested state of tire veins of the internal Deafness, i hare reason to think, may 
ear.* At all events, in numerous examples, follow the incautious use of water itnpreg- 
it has been impossible to trace the contiuu- uuted with lead. One of uiy pntieuts used 
mis and consecutive progress of local dia- water brought through lead pipes, for every 
eased action from part to part. domestic purpose, iu his diet, and washing 

The exposure of the ears to cold, and ] his head. He wm subject to colic, very 
from neglect of proper apparel about the slow bowels, and stitches in different parts of 
head, as is now the fashion among rout- his body, especially llie muscles of his chest, 
going women at night and in the open air, under which he found it difficult to breathe, 
ear-acha, with which the'patient may be Affections of the bladder and urethra ap- 
affected three or four years previously, the pear particularly to bring on deafness, or 
formation of abscesses periodically about; produce a relapse of it. in two cases of 

| stricture of the urethra, attended with ex- 
jtrrroe irritability of the part affected, and 
participation of the whole constitution in 
I the local affection, and in a third case of 
diseased bladder under-, my care, deaf- 
luess took plate, but gradually disappeur- 


• Catarrh is preceded by headuch, determination 
nf hloud I© the head, unpleasant ami resiles* sen 
<,ntion», ami certain le elhint of the skin, which arc 
always relieved when the nose begins tu run. 1 
regard the catarrh—that it, the increased efflux 
from the irattrllt, not at the Stoat* iuelF.but as 
the secondary affection, and a Salutary proem. 
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•d with the amendment of the original dis- 
ean. Mr. F. ceme to me in 18*8 for stric¬ 
ture of the urethra, and spontaneous emis¬ 
sion every morning, seemingly from the 
vesiculm seminales. The emission ceased 
after the cure of the stricture, and he was 
immediately seised with singing of the ears 
aad deafness. An habitual hemorrhage 
from the nose had also ceased. He hesrd 
very well when he was swallowing, and 1 
therefore ascribed his deafness to hit throat; 
leeching relieved hie head hut not his ears, 
in this case I think the deafness was owing 
to change of determination consequent on 
the ceasing of the discharges. 

Other causes of deafness are loeal and 
mechanical, as in deafness caused by the 
sudden explosion of cauuoo, and that by con¬ 
tinued noise, as blacksmiths' deafness. The 
former is ascribed to rupture of the mem¬ 
brane of the tympanum by the force of the 
vibratory impulse, when the ear being taken 
by surprise the membrane consequently is 
not regulated and prepared by its muscles to 
encounter the shock. I conceive that this 
accident is most likely to happen, as 
know the structure of the ear to be various 
in that respect, where the meatus is very 
straight in ila course, ami the membrane of] 
the tympanum is less oblique than com¬ 
monly in its position. “ Nonnulli statuunt," 
says the learned Sen next, “ membraoam 
banc et acutissimo et vehementissimo eono, 
et bom bard arum et cumpauarum ingeuli 
aonitu, sicut et a frig-ore vehement!, non 
dolor* solum affici, seti et rumpi posse. 
Alii tamen nimia saltern tendi a talibus 
vebenientibu8 ohjectis roembranam banc 
existimaut, atque ita nimii lensam laxiorem 
reddi, ut aonum amplius ctlere non potsit.’’ 
Dr. I'arry records two cases of dealness from 
extreme noise; that of Lord Rodney after 
the eighty broadsides fired from his ship the 
Formidable, in 1?HC ; a second from the re¬ 
port of a cannon close to the individual at 
the battle of Copenhagen. The blacksmiths’ 
deafness is a consequence of their employ¬ 
ment j it creeps on them gradually, io gene¬ 
ral at about forty or fifty years of age. At 
first the patient'is insensible of weak im¬ 
pressions of sound ; the deafness increases 
with s ringing and noise in the ears, slight 
vertigo, and pain in the cranial bones, pe¬ 
riodical or otherwise, and often violent. No 
wsxis formed. It bss been imputed to s 
paralytic state of the nerve, occasioned by 
the noise of forging, by certaiu modem 
written, and by the old writers, to perma¬ 
nent over-tension of the membrane, which 
they compare to fixed dilatation of the pupil. 

Sudeley Place, Cheltenham, 

January 17,1831. 


CASE OF HYDROCEPHALUS, 

Ilf WHICH THE OPEBATIW OF TAPPING WAS 
PERFORMED. 

Treatedby W. Mabsden, Esq., of London, 
Af.fl.G3. 

Ok the 16 th Dec. last, an infant, aged six¬ 
teen months, was brought to me, which had 
been afflicted upwards of s year. Her ap¬ 
pearance and symptoms ware, tumid abdo¬ 
men ; flesh Ashby and spore; skin colour¬ 
less, soft, and relaxed ; eyes full snd bright; 
pupils greatly dilated, anil the reliua insen¬ 
sible to light. Nausea, with occasional vo¬ 
miting, had existed for a considerable period; 
the alrine evacuations were pale, watery, 
snd frequent; urine scanty and high-colour¬ 
ed ; tongue dry and dark; respiration and 
pulse both very quick and feeble, and for 
several months the child was generally in a 
comatose state. It had short intervals of 
screeching, with occasional convulsive fits, 
but neither of these symptoms was violent; 
bad taken the breast sod other food freely 
till within the last three weeks ; and during 
the last two days had rejected every-thing, 
except a little' barley-water given in a tea¬ 
spoon. Tho extremities were cold} the 
skin was dump, and, to all appearances, life 
was fast drawing to a close. 1 had no doubt 
respecting the nnture of the case, nor any 
with regard to the impropriety of relying 
solely on medicinal treatment. J therefore 
concluded that it was a proper case for the 
operation of tapping, although by no means 
s favourable one for recovery,—other visce¬ 
ral disease existing, snd the vital power 
being already too much enfeebled by the 
Jong continuance of pressure on the brain. 

Having stated my opinion to the child’s 
parents, they consented to any plan I might 
think proper to adopt: 1 therefore at ouce 
proceeded to the operation of tapping, 
assisted by my friend ML Greville Jones. 
The child being plncod on a table in s Supine 
position, its head half inclined to the left 
resting on n pillow, with s common hydro- 
cela trocar, a perforation of the membranes 
was made at the left coronal suture, midway 
between the foutsnella and the temporal 
bone (the suture at ibis part being open); 
and having introduced the instrument one 
inch sod a half into the brain, the stiletto 
was withdrawn, when about sixteeu ounces 
of transparent colourless fluid were gradually 
drawn off, after which the ornula was with¬ 
drawn, snd the wound left open. A band¬ 
age was applied to the child’s head, but 
the sutures being generally closed, this was 
of little or no utility. The operation was 
performed within the apaee of five minutes, 
snd not a drop of blood wti spilled. The 
child was then placed in the cradle, in a 
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portion to allow the evacuation of any fur¬ 
ther accumulation of fluid. 

During the ensuing night, about four 
ounces of fluid like the former came away, 
and three days afterwards* the external 
wound was perfectly healed. The effect of I 
the operation immediately after drawing off 
the water waa eery doubtful; the extremi¬ 
ties continued very cold, and the snrface of 
the body was covered with a cold watery 
exhalation. The lips were livid, the eyes 
sunken, ro^ pi ration and pulse scarcely per¬ 
ceptible. The following mixture wot or¬ 
dered :— One ounce of French, brandy, and 
two of gruel ; a table-spoonful of the mix¬ 
ture to be given immediately, and a tea- 
spoonful to be repeated every ten minutes,— 
the extremities being wrapped in warm 
flannel. 

Vitality now gradually increased, and, 
after forty-eight hours, slight fover came on, 
with inflammation of the oonjunatavK. Three 
grains of calomel, with six of rhubarb, were 
given, which produced three or four eva¬ 
cuations. A saline mixture followed, and 
was continued for several days. The febrile 
symptoms subsided, the child took its food 
well, urine and stools were regular and na¬ 
tural, respiration free, sleep sound, and to 
alt appearance the child wss perfectly reco¬ 
vered from the effects of the operation, and 
its general state of health much improved. 
At the expiration of ten days, a second ac¬ 
cumulation of water wss discovered, which, 
by shaking the child’s head, was distinctly 
audible, and, from the sound, 1 supposed the 
ventricles were not much diminished, this 
latter circumstance, no doubt, arising from 
the cranial bones being for the most part 
united. Three weeks afterwards, symptoms 
of nervous debility came ou, rapidly in¬ 
creased, and the infant expired at the end 
of three days, without any appearance of 
pain. 

On opening the head, the external mem¬ 
branes were found to be perfectly united, 
as wss also the perforation through the 
brain ; but the perforation of the membrane 
lining the ventricle was distinct, slightly 
dilated, and free from any appearance of 
diseiisB. About three or four ounces of 
transparent fluid were found in the cavity, 
but the brain was of a healthy appearance. 

This case, in my opinion, satisfactorily 
proves, that by the operation of tapping, in 
cases of hydrocephalus, when doue soon 
after the fluid has begun to accumulate, and 
before the constitutional powers have suf¬ 
fered loo much from that cause, tho lives 
of msoy children may be saved. And had 
the present esse been treated six or eight 
months earlier, 1 have little doubt but it 
would have been attended with success; for 
when this disease is fully developed, we 
lute not on xeoord« single instance in which 


the chi!d«has*reoovered by medicinal treat¬ 
ment alone ; indeed I believe medicine to 
be of no use, till Uw> pressure is removed 
from the brain. Mr. Callaway, I have 
heard, is the gentleman who first ventured 
on performing tbe operation, aod I regret 
much that a man of his talent should have 
discontinued a practice wbich. in all proba¬ 
bility by this time, would in his hands have 
been attended with the most beneficial re¬ 
sults. Dr. Armstrong, I believe, performed 
the operation in several cases, bat 1 fear 
that delay on the part of the parents, in giv¬ 
ing consent to permit the operation, has been 
the chief cause of failure. The trocar used 
by me in tbe case above described, was the 
common one, but in future I shall use one 
which I have contrived, the stiletto of which 
is spear-pointed, the canula of an elliptic 
form, three inches and a half in length, a 
section of the calibre, perpendicular to 
its axis, being somewhat larger in area than 
that of the common hydrocele trocor. I 
see no necessity for so small an instrument 
as that which some surgeons recommend, 
since that part of tbe brain which 1 perfo¬ 
rated sustains no injury from the instrument. 
Moreover, I consider this part of the braiu 
to be the safest, in consequence of the in¬ 
strument's passing anterior to the great 
meningeal vessels. 

Tbaviealun, Jan. 97, 1831. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERS!) SY 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Jan, n, 1830. 

VARIOUS CASES.— M SUCH IUAI. DISEASE — 
IMPETIGO--CHRONIC- BRONCHITIS, &tC. 

One of the esses which were presented 
lost week, Gentlemen, was of so much morn 
importance than any of the reBt, ou account 
of its rarity, that I intend to devote the 
chief psrt of the lecture this morning to it, 
and will speak ib a more cursory manner 
of ths others. Tbe esse 1 allude to was that 
of scurvy , which I showed you in the thea¬ 
tre when we last met. 

Respecting the other cases, I would briefly 
mention that they were seven in number ; 
three of them esses of rheumatism ; two of 
that peculiar state of the system wnich is 
seen after syphilis and mercury, and which 
some persons coll a mercurial disease and 
others a pseudo-syphilitic stated-one that is 
not very well understood, and the treatment 
of which ii by no means satisfactory, though 
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nwy graft ao&fidentt in the INIU 
meat of it by sarsaparilla. The casa'aftm- 
7***ft«Cthe hands, to which 1 diret-urf tour 
attention in endeavouring to 4nw the dieg. 
notte between it end pustular itch, did well. 
1 aud tbe treatment wa« to be aatiphlogia- 
tic, end that the would be cured ; the wo¬ 
man waa cured by bleeding and purging, low 
diet, and the application of cold water aud 
oxyde of aiuc *. aim went out with ber bauds 
perfectly wail. I believe if 1 bed not bled 
her, no local application would have been of 
any use. There waa the can too of remit- 
tent fever, iu which 1 gave the aalieine, aud 
which was speedily oared; and one of bron¬ 
chitis also cured. But another case of brou- 
clutia proved fatal; it was chronic. Nothing 
is more •unpfeuaut to treat than chronic 
bronchitis. YVUeu you oonaider the vast 
extent of muooue membrane that must be 
uffected when every tuba is diseased, aud 
iu this mao, I believe, there was not a sin¬ 
gle tube uot diseased: and when you recoi¬ 
led what a small portion of mucous mem¬ 
brane lines the urethra, aud yet how difficult 
it is to cure gleet or old gonorrhoea in the 
male or lcucorrhcea in the female,—you may 
easily imagine the resistance offered to a 


uuto it] and (hat iha other ltd been divid¬ 
ed among tbs whole ens of thirteen, and 
waa s very little pig, ao that eash had 
bat a mouthful or two. With that excep¬ 
tion be bad eaten nothing but salt-beef and 
salt-pork on board for seven to en weeks; 
•o that you might almost say be had had uo 
1‘reah meat at alt. They had uo lemon- 
juice on board nor citric acid, nor any medi¬ 
cine of any kind, nor a doctor. His appear, 
mice yon saw last Monday; there were pete¬ 
chias on different parts of the body, parti¬ 
cularly on the legs; spots and specks innu¬ 
merable, of a very purple and dingy-red, 
down the thighs and legs. Yon observed 
that on the inner and lower part of the 
thighs there war* Urge ecehymoaes, large 
black aud blue patches, as though be bad 
been severely braised. You observed, like¬ 
wise, that them waa considerable hardness 
there j the thighs felt there as hard as a 
board. IHi gums were a little affected, not 
materially. The fact, 1 believe, waa, that 
he was already much better when he caiue 
into the hospital. He said hie gums had 
been very bad; that bis mouth aud breath 
bad been very offensive \ and that bis gains 
had beeu so severely affected that be must 


cure when the whole bronchix are diseased, i have lost altogether about a pint of blood 
particularly when you also Teilect, that that ■ from them. He felt exceedingly weak ; his 
surface is continually exposed to irrilatiou spirits were very much depressed, aud the 
from die sdmissiou of cold air, or air' stiffness and pain of the thigh# made him 
of variable temperature. It is hardly pos-'lume. W hen he came here he bad had fresh 
aible, unless you could change the climate 1 meat for a week: he had been so uear shore 
or procure a perpetual summer here, to do! fora week,i.e. after his arrival in the Downs, 
& great deal of good in many of those cases.! that he had had au allowance of fresh meat 
That every part of the tubes was affected, • and had improved coutttderably. The day 
1 concluded from having heard a sonorous ! °n which he was admitted, it wus necessary 
mttie at every spot on applying the »i»-;fer him (for the purpose of making some 
Otoscope. At last the enu resembled i arrangements) to go out again, aud ha had 
phthisis, aud no one could hu?e said, ex- to walk some distance. Through iha oxer* 
ti pt l»y the use of the esr, thst it was not a. tioo ihe inside of his thigh# became very 
case of phthisis. He was spitting up a great'much more ecchyinosed and hardened thuu 
d<-ul of pus, and was greatly emaciated j the • before ; they were dreadfully hard ; iu fact 
ends of the huger* wt-re not enlarged, but j the iasides of lists thighs were little mow than 
otherwise every symptom of phthisis ap-! Gue great mass of eucbymoats aud perfectly 
penred. When 1 examined him there was uo unyielding substance ; the stiffueia had bs- 
pf ctonloquism, nor cavernous respiration, I come so great that lie walked very lamely, 
nor gurgling rattle. A case of erysipelas of ! being unable to extend Ins left knee, 
the bead also proved fatal. The patient bad i Symptoms. —Hie usual symptoms of 
not come to the hospital till the eighth day»scurvy, aa you will bud them stated ut book s, 


of the disease. 

1 proceed, however, to the esse of 

. «T.A SCURVY. 

Robert Haines, aged $6, was admitted on 


are psiecbie*, vibicea, uiid ecchymoses; pc - 
techiO) being, as you know, the roost minute, 
the vibices larger,and tlte eccbymoae# being 
the sue of bruises. You will tiud likewise 


the 13th of Jnausry, with scurvy. Ji« sard j mentioned, that the thigh* particularly are 
he had been HI a month ; that he had that \ very hard. Where the cate is sevste, there 
morning landed, after having been seven* M* always iudurstion of the thighs. The 
teen weeks on his passage iu lit# kavinia of surface of the whole body, too, is in sever# 
London, from Buenos Ayres hither; that cues swollen, and the person altogether 
he hsdtiad salt-beef and salt- pork nil the pa«- ; looks very unhealthy—Moated. If you 
ssge, together with bread; thst twe pigs examine the gnats, you find them to be 
had been killed on the passage, one only ♦ spongy, nod the teeth fail out, Thie man’s 
so recently ts Cbristmas-day, when he hid I teeth were ioose f so that you eouid move 
bean ill dome time, and was not able tol*am# of them about; ha said they find all 
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* beta quit* loose before 1» obtained {mb 
meat. The gums sometimes are exceedingly 
swollen, and of quite a fungous appearance. 

I recollect distinctly, when a pupil, seeing 
a man with scurry that had been to one 
medical man, aud had taken out several 
toKib for him, lie had been also to a very 
eminent surgeon, who had pronounced it a 
case of cancer—a case of fungous bremutodes 
uf the gums. Now all these bluadera arose 
from a ease of scurry being so exceedingly 
rare—so rare, tbst many even in the nary 
have never seen a cuae. It is necessary, 
therefore, that 1 ahould on the present oc¬ 
casion particularly draw your attention to it, 
for though some of you may never meet with 
u case of the kind, yet others may meet with 
one, and if you had never seen such u case, 
you might treat it as the ease l have men¬ 
tioned was treated, aud pull oi$?jjbe tooth; 
or you might despair of curing h^-consuler 
it a hopeless case, and let tbepatfoflit die; 
whereas by recognising the dictate, you will 
he able to cure it with the greatest ease. It 
is ou this account that 1 consider the pre¬ 
sent case the most important of the set. 

There are also mentioned in books, de- 

* prrssiou of spirits, general weakness of the 
body, and absolute faintiuy. There is such 
debility, that persons cannot get out of bed, 
und the hast effort will make them faint, 
and the pulse, under such circumstances, is 
feeble. This man was low-spirited, weak,aud 
faint, end Ins pulse feeble, uud the surface 
of his body cold. It frequent y happens, 
too, that there are ulcers upon tho surface 
of the body, and these discharge a thin, fetid, 
bloody fluid. The discharge from them is 
ms fetid as the breath and the discharge 
from the gums, aud, at last, what was a 
bloody fluid, becomes, both in the;ulcers and 
in the gums, teal blood—coagulated blood, 
which ia separated with considerable dif- 

f iiculty, and after you have removed it, you 
find the parts below,dsrk, soli, aud spongy; 
fur the solids of the body, us well as the 
fluids, become affected, and if you remove 
this coagulum uf blood, it is instantly re¬ 
newed, and at length a fungus sprouts out, 
uud will spring up os fast as you cut it away, 
just like a case of fungus of the brain after 
hii injury to the head, where the bone has 
been fractured sud a fuugus arises, aud is 
reproduced as fast as it is removed. This is 
called, in the case of scurvy, by Bailors, bul¬ 
lock's liver , from its resemblance, 1 sup¬ 
pose, to that organ ; aud many of those fun¬ 
guses acquire a monstrous sine. If you re¬ 
press them by pressure, a gangrenous tend- 
mey if observed, lire less will swell, grow 
spoiled and painful* aud mischief is pro¬ 
duced. You know, too, that in the case of 
fuugus from ilia head, if it it compressed 
carelessly, and without precaution, coma¬ 
tose symptom* will pome on, and death, 


perhaps, result. So it Is in scurvy,—if you 
compress the fungus, you give a tendency 
to gangrene; you produce swelling of the 
extremity, which wiU also grow much 
more spotted than before. Any part of a 
person labouring under scurvy, may, if 
bruised ever so slightly, become ulcerated, 
and when an ulcer is produced, it assumes 
the characters which I hats already de¬ 
scribed to you. Old wounds in this dis¬ 
ease will break out afresh, showing that 
those parts of the body which bare been 
once injured and repaired, are still weaker 
thou other parts, Not only so, bat tho callus 
of boaos that have been broken will soften 
dowu, and the solution of continuity again 
occur. A very extraordinary symptom 
sometimes takes place in this affection, 
which one would qoi be prepared tu expect, 
and that ia nyctalopia. It has been spoken 
of, for example, by Mr. Bamfield, who 
practised abroad, aod by Sir Gilbert Itlaae. 

Cause .—Respecting the causes of this 
disease, the case before us as fully illustrates 
the cause as the symptoms of the affection. 
It is always, L believe, a want of freih ani¬ 
mal and freah vegetable loud; consequently 
it was formerly very common at sea, where 
there were not fresh, bat salt provisions, and 
bad management. So great was the havoc 
by this disease in former times, tbit Lord 
Anson in 1741 lost one half of his crew iu 
six months: 961 sailed with him, and of the 
961, o.>5 only were alive at the end of the 
year ; at the end of the second year, of tbe 
961, 71 only were tit for the least duty,— 
not for any, but for the least duty, for¬ 
merly deaths were so common, as to amount 
tu eight or ten every day in a moderate 
ship's company; and bodies sown up in 
hammocks, hiy washed about upon the deck 
fur want of strength aud spirits on the part 
of the miserable remaining sufferers, to cast 
their old shipmates overbosrd. Formerly, 
too, it was common iu Loudon,'so that in 
the seventeenth ceutury from 50 to 90 deaths 
were staled in the bills of mortality as oc¬ 
curring annually; and iu the year of tbe 
plague, 105 deaths took place. 

1 might also give you auother illustration 
of its prevalence in the navy by staling, that 
in 17‘i6, Admiral Hosier sailed with seven 
ships to the West Indies; that he buried 
his ships’ companies twice, and. then died 
himself of a broken heart. You will dud 
in Roderick Random, and in Smollett's His¬ 
tory of England, • good aocount of the 
mode in which aiilors were supplied for¬ 
merly with food. Smollett gives an account 
of the armament that was Ittod out to Car- 
tbugena, much about the suae time at which 
Lord Anson’s voyage took plmoe ; and he 
says tbe provisions consisted of putrid eaU 
beef ,—to which the sailors geve the name of 
Irish tariff— (1 suppose the contractors 
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lived in Ireland, and that it looked like 
horse-flesh),—salt-pork, and mu tty bread. 
The salt pork came from Near England, and 
was neither fish nor flesh, hut savoured of | 
both. The bread came from the tame 
country, and every biscuit was like a piece 
of clock-work, moved by its own internal 
impulse, occasioned by the myriads of in¬ 
sects that dwelt within it. As to their but¬ 
ter, it wta served out by the gill, aud ex¬ 
ceedingly like train oil thickened with salt. 
You cannot wonder, then, that the men 
should have the acurvy. He also adds in 
jwoof of the bad management, that though 
there was water enough on hoard for every 
naan to have half a gallon a day for six 
months, each was allowed only a purser's 
quart, in the torrid *oue, where a gallon 
would have been hardly enough to repair 
the loss by perspiration. 

As regards the ecuse of it in England in 
former days, the food was very different 


not owing to this kind of meat being eaten, 
but through fresh meat and fresh vegetables 
not being eaten, that scurry is produced, 
it ia the want of other food—the want of 
fresh animal and fresh vegetable food. You 
will find iu the Second volume of the Trans¬ 
actions of the College of Physicians, two 
cases, published by Sir Francis Milntan, of 
women who bad the acurvy in the country 
(I think Derbyabire), who hod eaten no 
meat at all, bat lived merely on ten and 
bread ond butter, having formerly been ac¬ 
customed to better food. 1 myself had a 
poor man in the hospital with scurvy in 
January, 1028, who bad fallen from good 
circumstances into the most abject poverty, 
and lived on tea and gruel for tome tints. 
1 may remark that sea and land scurvy are 
the same, though once considered different. 
Other cases of the kiad I might refer to ; 
for mtny persons have had the eourvy who 
have had no salt meat, who have bad no 


among the common people to what it is now. i putrid meat, but who have been merely 
They lived on salt-beef and pork, and veal, j liriug iu a state bordering on starvation. 

The lower orders of society had very little j it is also mentioned by writers, that the 
else in the time of Henry the Eighth. Land! scurvy was uot only common in London (s« 
was then but very little cultivated; the | you might well suppose from the food11 linen 
chief were pasture lands; and even hay was j mentioned); hot in a work published in 170." 
not made as extensively as it is at present, j by Hr. Musgrare on the (iout, it is said to 
The consequence of all this was, that the.;have been common in Somersetshire ; and 
cattle were all killed as soon as they were; we read in Pliny that it prevailed in the llo- 
fattened, or ready for killing, and salted.'man armies when in Germany, and in the 
Heef and pork were salted, and put up as! armies which served in the wars impiously 
provision for the winter; uo more cattle i called, like some other things, holy, 
were killed during the winter; for there! Pretto/mbtff Cause*.— Although this want 
were little menus of supporting the cattle of fresh animal and fresh vegetable food ap- 
after the grass season was over; every-thing' jvears to be the cause, yet many other cir- 
was salted at the beginning of winter, and 1 cumstsnees increase the tendency to acurvy. 
the people lived during the winter on the 1 Cold, and want of exercise, greatly predis- 
cattle so killed and so salted. In those i pose to it. This is proved by the fact, that 
days, too, there was hardly any garden ; sailors will suffer it iu cold climates under 
~ * all the other circumstances in which they 

escape it in warm climates. As to exer¬ 
cise, Kir (iilbert lllano mentions that the 
prime seamen only of ,s ship’s company 
used to suffer, who were excused from 
working the pump, the ship beiog lesky ; 
while those who worked it escaped. Cap¬ 
tain Cook informs us, that the Kamschstkaiui 
who are habituated to hard labour have no 
acurvy, while the Kusaian and Cossack iu 
garrison are indolent and aubject to it. Thu 
ilia*-anc was first particularly noticed in 
M9T, in the men of Voaeo di Gama. 

The difference in ships’ crews now and 
formerly, ss regards scurvy, is very strik¬ 
ing. In the two accounts of Lord An¬ 
son's voyage and Capt. Cook's, you will 
find that while Lord Anson’s crew suffer'd 
in the way 1 have mentioned, Capt, Cook’s, 
iu going round the world, suffered nothing, 
because they had a good supply of portable 
soup, sour erout, sod fresh meat. They 
were kept regularly exercised, extreme 
cleanliness sod proper voatiktioa attended 


muff: for, in 1700, a cabbage cost three¬ 
pence, which, in 1760, cost ouly a half 
penny. Other greens were st first propor¬ 
tionally dear; and garden muff was only 
used then as a dainty, when people had 
company. Queen Catherine, of Arragon, 
one of the numerous wives of Henry the 
Eighth of blessed memory, in the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, had actually a 
gardener Bent for from the Netherlands to 
raise her a salad, thero not being a man in 
England who could at that time manage 
such a matter. It is also said, that in 
Henry the Eighth's time, the price of 
salt-meat was fixed at one-twentieth, and 
wheat at one-tenth of the present prices, 
because salt-meat formed the chief support 
of the people, and the attention of govern¬ 
ment was directed principally to it, for the 
purpose of affording a cheap supply to them. 
However, it is not the salt-meat that pro¬ 
duces the scurvy, nor ia it putrid meat; for 
the disease will occur where there is no 
nit-meat used, nor any meat at sfl. It ia 
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jjy (hey were only out about three 
weeks at a time oa their longest cruise, 
though absent ao long. 

Treatment .—The remedy for this state 
is fresh food, vegetable and animal food, and 
particularly lemon-juice. With respect to 
the man whose case I bare been consi¬ 
dering, I gave him no medicine ; the case 
was not so severe, but that 1 felt satisfied a 
change to healthy diet would entirely care 
him. If 1 had given him lemon-juice, no 
inference could have beeu drawn aa to the 
virtue of it, for, of courae, it was my duty 
to give him proper food. 

Scurvy is a disease (if any disease is )pure- 
ly chemical. The body, structure, and func¬ 
tions are not in the least in fault; in one sense, 
each part of the system is ready to per¬ 
form ail its functions, but one of the exter¬ 
nal thing* noceaaary for its doing so is taken 
away. In tho case of suffocation, the body 
is not at all in fault, but it suffer* from a 
want of fresh air; so in scurvy, the func¬ 
tions are all right, but the food which the 
body by nature requires, is withheld from it. 
Give the body this proper food, and it will 
make proper use of it; give it a good sound 
raw article, if 1 may so apeak, and it will 
manufacture properly, and the diseased state 
will disappear. This is very different from 
tho state of some other cases in which che¬ 
mical remedies have been employed. For 
example, you know that in cases of softness 
of the boues, some have recommended a 
good supply of boue earth—of phosphate of 
lime, as tliough the body substance was only 
wanting. Here there has been no want of 
proper supply of sny-thing, hut the sys¬ 
tem is wrong, and give it wbat phosphate of 
lime you will, that will uot put the body 
in order. The disease does not consist in 
a want of bone earth, hut in the want of the 
proper functions which make the bone, or 
evolve it from the materials they receive. 
So in the case of diabetes; it is not that the 
body is overloaded withau excessive supply 
of sugar, or been deprived of a due quantity 
of animal food, but that the functions of the 
body which form the compound fluid called 
urine are diseased, that occasions the dia¬ 
betes, iu which sugar appears, and urea, 
lithio acid, and salts, are deficient; and 
yet you may keep a person exclusively 
to unimal food, but very rarely 1 believe 
cure diabetes in that way. You may assist 
somewhat by giving only animal food, in 
making it more difficult for the diseased 
function to manufacture the peculiar urine, 
but aa to curing it by animal diet, 1 believe 
that, in general, you will find this impossi¬ 
ble—I, at least, have found it impossible. 

To lake a chemical view of aueh affec¬ 
tions ia uot oven countenanced by che¬ 
mists themselves. Tho case of scurvy is 
exactly like the cue of impending suffoca¬ 


tion—the body would be in good health if 
not deprived of its proper external supply. 

I therefore gave this man fresh diet, and he 
at once became well ; fresh meat every day, 
and fresh vegetables twice a day—greens 
night and morning, for farinaceous vegetable 
food ia insufficient. An improvement was 
visible every day; and. in fact, in four or 
five days after 1 showed him to you he felt 
so well that lie would not remain in the hos¬ 
pital any longer, but determined to lose no 
time in going into the country to bis friends 
whom he had not yet seen ; he felt that ho 
hod nothing to do but to live out of the hos¬ 
pital as he lived iu it, ami then that he would 
get rid of the very alight remains of the 
complaint that were still perceptible. 

The power of lemon-juice over the disease 
is said to be very great—its effects speedy 
and marvellous. The compiler of Lord 
Amion's voyage, seeing the dreadful appear¬ 
ance of the body in this disease, seeing how 
fatal the disease was, and how horridly it 
disfigured and disabled the body, making it 
n loathsome offensive mass of corruption 
(perhaps more than any other disease what¬ 
ever), declared that a cure was impossible 
by any remedy or by any management that 
could be employed, and no hope of ever 
curing it could be entertained; and yet now 
we know that Buch a state as that may be at 
once removed by a change of diet, and by a 
little lemon-juice! This ci ream stance, I con¬ 
fess, gives me great hope of the improvement 
of our profession. Many diseases certainly 
can now be cured which were formerly con¬ 
sidered hopeless, from our sounder patholo¬ 
gical views. By looking out for inflamma¬ 
tion for example, generally, and by treating 
it vigorously and steadily, we cure any 
affections that formerly were despaired of 
(lor inflammation is now known to be the 
foundation of numerous diseases). There 
can be no doubt also that n number of drugs, 
both mineral and vegetable, hove greater 
power over diseases than is yet known. I 
consider the marvellous effects of lemon - 
juice in this, the most horrid state of tho 
body that can be well conceived, sufficient to 
justify a hope that a number of drugs may 
be known in the course of time that may cure 
a number of diseases, which even at present 
uppear to us to be hopeless. Let me again 
mention that formerly the scurvy appeared 
to be entirely incurable, and the attempt to 
cure it absolutely ridiculous. 

The power of lemon-juice over this affec¬ 
tion ia said to have been knovru two liuu- 
dred years ago. It is said to have been 
mentioned in a book called Woodall's Sur¬ 
geon's Male, or Military and Domestic 
Medicine, by John If'oodatl, Muster m 
Surg'd y t which was published in 1636; and 
he ends bis praises of it by saying be dare 
not write how good a sauce it is at meat, lost 
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the chief in the cabin should waste it to aave the time, tlie Seville end uerlpe Chtaa 
vinegar. It is said even to have been known orange; malt and sour erout are also thought 
earlier, and been mentioned in Purchass’s good. An onnee of lettoo-iuioe with ah 
Pilgrim, published in the year 1600 ; and ounce and a half of sugar daily is the navy 
yet, notwithstanding all that, it appeared to allowance; and now scurvy it never known on 
nave been almost forgotten. And this is the longest voyage, unless in an instance of 
again a very instructive circumstance to us. gross neglect, like that of the man whoee 
It teaches us not to despise a medicine case I have now considered. Before the 
without very good reason. If a medicine is supply took place which is now served out, 
recommended on good authority, we ore the average of patients sent to bosnitals was 
bound, be the authority old or new, to in the preceding nine years, one-third of the 
ascertain whether what is said of it is true, whole Navy. In the succeeding nine years 
unless we have other medicines that fully but eighty-four cues occurred, 
answer every purpose. I have no doubt I may mention as a good illustration of 
that many modicines were once uud and are the use of lemon-juice, that Suffolk 
now forgotten, which would be very good in left England in April, 1794; that she had 
certain cases, or certain states of esses, and no communication with land for twenty-four 
have been thrown aside without any reason weeks, and yet only fifteeu of her crew were 
whatever. As to the colchicum, when 1 slightly sick, and were soon cured by an 
was a pupil, 1 recollect that it was not era- augmentation of the usual allowance of two- 
ployed—I never saw it used,—I heard it thirds of an ounce, and not one had the 
mentioned undoubtedly in lectures, hot as a scurvy on her arrival. In 1800 the Channel 
remedy that was highly dangerous, ami yet Fleet had uo fresh provision* for sixteen 
this is as old a medicine as there is in the weeks, but plenty of lemon-juice, and not a 
Pharmacopoeia, praised by very old writers case of scurvy occurred; whereas, in 1708 
for its powers of cleansing tin* joints, in the Channel fleet could not keep at sea be- 
short for its power in gout and rheumatism, yond ten weeks, aud was worn out with the 
The lemon juice was, though so welt appre- j scurvy and fever. 

dated so long ago, so little known as a I The best application to the ulcers is also 
remedy in scurvy in the last century, that \ the lemon-juice,—a slice of b-moo, as Pere 
Sir Gilbert Wane states (and his select dis- (Lebat appears to have pointed out in his 
serrations, as well as bis other writings, are j voyage to tho Antilles, rain in the breast 
full of excellent information) that when the (and limbs is often felt during the scurvy, 
London College of Physicians was applied 1 especially, it is said, if rapidly cured by 
to by Government for a remedy in scurvy, i lemon-juice. 

they advised the use of vinegar, which has I In 1600, on tbe 2nd of April, Commodore 
very little power: and that in 1753 a Fellow ! Lancaster sailed from England with three 
of the College wrote a book on the subject’ other ships for the Cape of Good Hope, and 
of scarvy, and never even mentioned lemon- J arrived at Saldanha Bay on the 1st of August, 
juice. It was owing to Dr. Lind chiefly! the Commodore's own ship heing kept in 
that tbe kuowledgo of lemon-juice was re- perfect health by the administration of three 
rived. Above » century after Woodall pub- table-spoonful* of lemon-juice every morn- 
lisbed, he staled its peculiar power. ing to each of his men; whereas the other 

The Navy, however, suffered very severe- ships were so sickly a* to be unmanageable 
ly from scurvy till 1795, when Lord Spencer, for want of hands, and the Commodore wav 
the father of the present Chancellor of the obliged to send hta own men on board to 
Exchequer, was at the head of the Admi- take in their sails, and hoist out then boats, 
rally, and at the recommendation of Dr. With respect to tbe time at which the 
Blair and Sir Gilbert Blane, established a scurvy begins, I think this mun began to 
full supply of it to the Navy ; iu which have the disease at the end of five or six 
from that time scurvy has been scarcely weeks. He told mi-, but I have not made 
known. Such has been tbe difference of tbe a note of it. Sir Gilbert Blsno fio whom L 
disease that though so late as io 1780, near- myself, and Mr. llersr.hcll evidently also, 
ly two centuries after the publication of urn much indebted for information on this 
rurehnts’s Pilgrim, there were 1754 cases subject) says that the disease usually begins 
of scurvy in Ha*lar Hospital, in 1806 there on the 6th or 7th week of Bea victualling, 
was but one, and io 1807 but one! Some have of late doubted whether the 

I believe that the lemon-juice itself is leinon-juico has auv such power u has been 
considered more efficacious than the citric ascribed to it. A mbit excellent man, a 
acid. I, of course, can speak from noexpe- friend of mine, Dr. Stevens, tbe gentleman 
rience of my own, but some people imagiue who in the West Indies first tied the ex- 
“ terns! iliac artery, has peculiar opinions 

respecting fever, and contend* that the blood 
is in a diseased state in thia disease; aud 
that after a tint the proper remedy is, cetw 


tnat toe leuion-juico itself is more emcacmup. 
It it preserved very well, I believe, by 
putting about one-tenth part of spirit* to it. 
All the Hetperidiei have the same virtue,— 
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tain substances to after the state ef tbe 
blood; minute doses of neutral salts. Ac* 
cording to bis aoeount (and bis statements 
ere all to be depended upon). In tbe yellow 
fever, and other fevers, after tbe first attack 
is over, when tbe blood hts fallen into this 
deprived condition, life is saved by admi¬ 
nistering minute doses of neutral salts, and 
remedying this defect in that fluid. 1 have 
seen them in his experiments reader the 
blood very florid out of the body, and acids 
make it black. He contends that acids, there¬ 
fore, must be injurious in scurvy, and citric 
acid among the rest, and advises nitre ; but 
1 must say, that when we have so many evi¬ 
dences, of the loss of ships' crews without Lbe 
use of lemon-juice, and of their remaining 
healthy under the use of the juice, I think 
more evidence mast be brought forward 
than he gives to induce persons to agree 
with him. However, his work on fever will 
be well worth reading; 1 recommend it to 
your notioe as soon as it is published, and 
you will judge for yourselves. In Mr. 
Hersobell’s works on the cultivation of the 
Phyaioa.1 Sciences, just published in Dr. 
Lardner’s Encyclopedia,he mentions, among 
the gTeat improvements that have been 
introduced for the good of society, the ces 
sation of scurvy. He mentions this as one 
of the greatest blessings that have been 
accomplished for mankind in modern times. 
You will Jiud him saying, that “ at present 
scurvy is nliuost completely eradicated in 
liie Navy, partly, no doubt, from increased i 
and increasing attention to general clean¬ 
liness, comfort, aud diet, but mainly from! 
the constant use of n simple and palatable 
beverage, the acid of the lemon served out 
iu daily rations. If/’ he adds, “ the gra¬ 
titude of mankind be allowed on all hands 
to be the just meed of the philosophic phy¬ 
sician, to whose discernment in seising, and 
J perseverance in forcing it on public uotice, 
we owe the great safeguard of infautile life, 
it ought not to be denied to those whose 
skill and discrimination have thus strength¬ 
ened tbe siuews of our most powerful arm, 
uud obliterated one of the darkest features 
iu one of the most glorious of all profes¬ 
sions.” 

In regard to tbe etymology of the word 
scorbutus, 1 believe it is scharboek, corrupt¬ 
ed and latinised, and that sckmbock itself 
comes from scharf-pocke, sharp or violent 
pock, or schorf'packs, scab or sourf-pock ; 
though scurvy is the medical English name 
for the dio«Me scorbutus, and common peo¬ 
ple designate any cutaneous disease, with 
scurf or seabs, by the term scurvy. You 
p may remember that when 1 desired the sister 
of the ward to bring the man not with the 
leprosy but with the scurvy, she brought 
me the man with the lenra, assuring me 
that that wm the man with the scurvy, and 


m 

had no Idea of the sailor's disease being 
called scurvy. 

Respecting tbe esses that were admitted 
this week, there ware, among tbe women, a 
case of continued fever—-a esse of rheuma¬ 
tism—-a cose of bronchitis—and a case of 
hysterics. Among the men, a case of ne¬ 
phritis, and two or bronchitis. Among the 
women there was also a case of 

PREGNANCY MISTAKEN VOK DROPSY. 

When I came to tbe hospital I found that 
one of my beds appropriated to women was 
filled with a female with a large abdomen, 
who said that her doctor (Dr. Fiddle)!had told 
her alio had got the dropsy, and bad better 
come;here to be cured. Now, when I was a 
pupil, I saw a very shsrp, clever physi¬ 
cian admit two cases of women with big 
bellies, and prescribe for them squills, 
superacetate of potass, sod other anti-hy- 
dropics, aud in due time, indeed before the 
week was out, each of those persons had n 
little one sucking at her side. ( Laughter .) 
However, this would have been a very an¬ 
noying and discreditable circumstance now, 
in these days of diagnosis, and therefore 1 
condescended, or my physicianship conde¬ 
scended, in this case to use mechanical 
means of investigating her slate. 1 not only 
inquired whether there was fluctuation or 
not, as physicians are allowed to do, and 
ascertained that there was not any, but I 
had her undressed, as I moke it a rule in 
all cases of disease of the trunk whenever 
there is a suspicion of organic disease. 
1 believe it is considered very discredit¬ 
able by some for a physician to use his 
hands or his ears; but as nature has given 
us both our hands and ears, I for one am 
very grateful for the gift, and wherever 
the phenomena of touch or sound occur, 
I consider them equally worthy notice as 
phenomena of sight or as detail given, and 
despise not the assistance afforded by na¬ 
ture. I therefore mechanically examined 
the whole abdomen of this young lady, and 
found a considerable tumour of the abdomen, 
quite hard; it was broader and broader 
upwards, till at the commencement of the 
epigastric region I felt it well defined; its 
edge rounded off, and its shape something 
like the segment of a circle. On looking at 
! the breast, tbe areola appeared to be of the 
j durkeat brown. This of course made me very 
I suspicious. At one part of the tumour of 
! the abdomen, the upper part, in the right 
bypochondrium, I found a smooth, dense, 
globular projection, as if there was a lobule 
there; while my fingers were upon it, how¬ 
ever, the lobule disappeared—away it went. 
On applying ray fingers there a second 
time 1 found it again, but more in the cen¬ 
tre ; then it receded, and I felt it lower 
down j while I wm feeling it there, it gave 
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■uch a kick th«t I started and withdraw 
my hand. The nature of the ease was per¬ 
fectly clear, hot I said nothing about it; 
and asking the maiden how long she had had 
tbef dropsy, she replied a month. I asked 
her it she still menstruated, and she re¬ 
plied that nothing of that kind had hap¬ 
pened for ten months; 1 aaked her if ahe 
was ever sick, and she replied, “ Sick all 
day and every day.” 

I think it very likely from all this, and 
from what 1 hare often observed, that ahe 
had no idea of being pregnant. I believe that 
many women become with child and are not 
aware of it; not that they are not conacioua 
of having taken the proper means of gettiug 
into that state, but that they have uo idea 
that those means have taken effect. It is 
so common for women to indulge and think 
no harm will come of it, because so fre¬ 
quently no harm does come aud they per¬ 
haps themselves hare ao long indulged with 
impunity. It is so common for women to 
Buppose that no harm can come, nod not to 
kuow that in these matters very little some¬ 
times goes a great way. {Much laughter.) 
From earnestly hoping that no harm will 
come, some will really go on in pregnancy 
for a long time, without at all suspecting 
their situation, and at last are taken by sur¬ 
prise. I know that some are impostor*, 
declare themselves not to be with child 
when they know they are, and protest and 
pretend they are so virtuous, that the thing 
is out of the question, or quite impossible. 
Yet I do believe many women are them¬ 
selves deceived. This woman, 1 think, must 
have been deceived,and for this reason—that 
she told me very honestly and frankly, that 
ahe was continually aick, ami had not men¬ 
struated for msuy months. Now 1 think, if 
she had really wished to deceive, she would 
not have admitted all this. 1 have been told 
by gentlemen who practise midwifery, that 
single women frequently are so little swore 
that they sro with child, that they will he 
taken with their labour pains, and not even 
then believe the real nature of their slate. 
I have been told of women who suffered 
the commencing pains of labour, without 
being at all convinced that they were, still 
persisting that they could not be with child; 
of course it must then be absurd for a woman 
any longer to attempt deception, and I *hink 
it must generally be from not believing it. I 
think that women who are in the family way, 
frequently have not the least ides how very 
easy it is fur them to become ao. (Much 
laughter.) A man cannot be too tender 
towards the other sex, and 1 therefore did 
not reproach her with imposture, nor even 
declare her state to her in express words. 
1 said nothing mure than that she had not 
got the dropsy, and requested you to listen 
to the little one's heart, which beat die. 


tinctly ISO in s minute, while the mother’s 
pulse wea 76, 

The case was interesting, particularly on 
this account:—When we applied the stetho¬ 
scope to the abdomen low down on the left 
side, the child’s lie art was heard distinctly 
pulsating with n doable beat, I myself, and 
several of you, counted it ISO, while the 
mother's pnlse was 76. It was perfectly 
distinct; there could be no donbt at all 
about it, and several gentlemen examined 
it as well as myself. 1 never heard a 
foetus's heart pulsating before. 

Respecting the treatment of the case, the 
prescription I wrote was “ Exeat —Let her 
depart in peace." 

Ilia case is also important, as showing 
tho necessity of takiug pains to make a 
careful diagnosis. Any one might suppose 
that a mistake at this advanced period of 
pregnancy could not be made; but, as l 
have said, I do recollect, when a pupil, two 
casea admitted into a hospital, but not ex¬ 
amined in bed, prescribed for, where, after 
an examination with the clothes on in the 
admission room, diuretics, and other reme¬ 
dies of dropsy, were employed. Though, 
luckily, no harm was done, yet it made the 
physician look exceedingly ridiculous; it 
occasioned a laughing auil a talking among 
the pupils, und must have inude the patient 
herself think, ut all events, that he was uo 
conjuror. 


MODERN SURGERY. 

To the Editor of The La near. 

Sin,—The very horrible narration which 
you gave in a late number, of the case 
of the poor boy who was so unscientifically 
mangled at Bartholomew's, i» enough to 
chill the blood, even of •’ Hospital-surgeon 
himself. If the nail had been driven into 
the petrous portion of the temporal hone by 
a hammer, then perhaps we might have sup¬ 
posed such violence as was used in this case 
justifiable, but, most certainly, unwarrant¬ 
able in the present instance. I am an ohl 
practitioner, and have met with many esses 
in which substances have been introduced 
into the qieatus auditorius, bnt have al¬ 
ways succeeded in extracting them by in- 
trod uciug beyond them the eye-end of a 
silver probe slightly curved. 

] cannot help taking this opportunity of 
saying, and 1 do it with jjrief, that I think 
the art of surgery, eapecsoUy in the metro¬ 
polis, ia fast declining, and that it will con¬ 
tinue to do so, whilst some of the most emi¬ 
nent surgeons are content to keep their 
hands in their breocbei-pocket (except to 
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receive* their fees), end aatisfy them* 
selves by looking at their pattern'd tongue 
and prescribing medicines, of the composi¬ 
tion of which most of them are ignorant. To 
nmputute a leg, to apply a roller, and to 
perform (he minor operations, are too car¬ 
penter-like lor tlie scientific surgeon, who 
seldom takes up a knife now-a-days, but when 
about to tie an aorta, or to perform some such 
desperate deed. 1 would ask what surgeon 
of the present day in London is there whofre 
fame will out-live him as many weeks as that 
of such men as C bead den, Putt, Hunter,&c. 
haa outlived tliem years 1 . 

I studied in the dny when the cure of au 
ulcer of the leg was thought mainly to de¬ 
pend upon the skilful application of u roller; 
but I am informed by a late apprentice, who 
luts recently returned to this pail of the 
country, hiving finished his medical educa¬ 
tion (as it is called) at Bartholomew a Hos¬ 
pital, that a surgeon iu London never de¬ 
grades himself by applying an outwurd re- j 
medy, that being left'to the paiie.nt ora 
nurse $. but that he prescribes a blue pill 
every night, and a black dose occasionally 
in the morning, which does the whole busi¬ 
ness. Upon inquiry, l found that this young 
loan, although he bad acquired little more 
(except of anatomy) than lie ought to have J 
been in possession of before the expiration I 
of his apprenticeship, had. not performed ! 
one operation beyond that of bleediug, j 
tooth-drawing, opening uu abscess, or mak- j 
iug n seton or an issue. j 

is this the way, .Mr. Editor, to advance : 
the art of surgery ? Or is the number ofj 
certificates and diplomas which a young 
man brings with him from the centre of m«-1 
dit*ul knowledge, to lit* considered as a «ufii- j 
cient warranty of being capable of meet- j 
jug with dne effect the serious cases which i 
lw may he early called upon to treat, the; 
whole TMSpiir.f-ibility of which, in the country t ; 
generally i»’>i ■» upon himself 1 
The country is the school fur a general j 
practitioner; 'he lies no means of shaking 1 
oil’the responsibility which a practitioner in I 
London has, who is too much in the habit ofj 
relieving himself from the exerciae of his 
own judgment by calling in the aid of an 
hospital physician or surgeon; thus be¬ 
getting an indolence of mind, incompatible 
with a zealous disposition towards the ad¬ 
vancement of his profession. 

Yaur spirited journal has already done 
much, and 1 trust will do still more in 
weedittg aud laying out, to the heat advan¬ 
tage, the garden, of medical knowledge, 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your vary obedient servant, 

A> QU> COUNTHY 1’ttACTtTlONEB. 
Brighton, December, tB30, 


LITIIOTIUTY. 

To the Editor if Tun. Lancet. 

Srn,—I bog to transmit for insertion iu 
your popular Journal, some additional cases 
of stone, treated by Baron . H«urteloup ac¬ 
cording to the lithontritic ay stem. 1 for¬ 
ward them immediately on their receipt, 
from his present translator, Mr. Biggs. 

1 am. Sir, your most obedient, serraut, 

J). 0. Edwabps. 

Westminster Hospital, Feb. 8, 1831, 

FIVE CASES OF STONE 
THSATKU BY 

BARON HE l~R TEL 0 UP. 

First Case. —Mr. Goldsmith, solicitor, about 
30 years of a»e, residing at W at ford, was pre¬ 
sented to me by Mr. H mushy Cooper, w ho, 
having sounded the patient and discovered 
a stone, advised him to have recourse to 
litbotritv, which mode of treatment Mr. 
Cooper thought advantageous, on account of 
the uge of the patient, his good constitu¬ 
tion, and the favourable state of his bladder. 
The “ perce-pierre’’ seemed most suitably 
adapted to this ease on account of the small 
size of the stones, two or three of which 
were immediately seized and comminuted ; 
but one of them, although laid hold of by the 
branch, eluded the grasp several rimes: us 
soon as the perforator was put into action* 
this clearly denoted n fiat stone, and I re¬ 
solved to destroy it with the •* brisc-coque,” 
with which instrument it was iustuntly 
seized ami crushed, 

A circumstance worthy of notice in thin 
case is, that Mr. Goldsmith, having some* 
business to transact which required his at¬ 
tendance, weut to Watford between the 
second and third operation; while he was 
absent, a fragment became enlarged in the 
urethra, and harassed the patient consider¬ 
ably ; )ie returned lu London immediately, 
anti I pushed the fragment back into the 
bladder, employing means so as not to lace¬ 
rate the passage ; whenrhe had obtained re¬ 
lief from the removal of this fragment, th» 
operation was continued, and the portion 
which remained w*» extracted. 

The shape of the flat calc ulus deserves at¬ 
tention ; it consisted of two small stones, 
each of which resembled a large lentil; they 
were joined together by their edges, so that, 
although separately they did not exceed six 
lines in diameter, together they formed au 
elongated, smooth, flat stone, which (h« 
“ perce-picrre” fouud great didiciilty in 
seizing, und could not maintain with sufli- 
cieat finnuess to allow the perforator to act 
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upon it. The patient passed a fragment 
which corresponded to the part where those 
two calculi were united. 

Mr. Goldsmith wag operated on in the. 
presence of Messrs. Branaby Cooper, White, 
Warren, Biggs, See. 

Second Owe.—A baronet, 63 years of age, 
after having observed for more than a year 
the symptom* which denote the existence of 
11 calculus iu the bladder, conaalted Mr. 
Brodie, who sounded him, and discovered 
a stone j this gentleman, considering this 
a fit case lor litbotrity, did me the honour to 
call me into consultation, and placed Sir 

*»•«••* unt i er m y ta ,y. 

By means of the sound, a spherical stone, 
of about ten lines in diameter, hard, smooth, 
and easily displaced, was discovered. .Judg¬ 
ing that it was composed of uric acid in 
concentric layers, and of a friable nature, 
from the sound produced when it came in 
contact with the instrument, 1 thought the 
4 ‘ percc*pierre” might be employed with 
advantage. In three applications of this 
instrument, the calculus was reduced into 
powder or fragmeuts, sufficiently small to be 
voided by the urethra, oud the patient was 
restored to health. 

The case of Sir ******* U simple; the 
atone was a spherical uric-acid calculus, the 
two most favourable conditions lor allowing 
the patient to be speedily relieved ; its 
spherical shape facilitates its seizure by the 
44 perce-pierre,” and its chemical compoai- 
tiou renders its destruction easy by means 
of the drill. This operation was, however, 
attended with difficulty, on account of the 
violent contraction of the bladder. 

I must here make mention of a circum- 
ctance of some importance, which proves 
how little inconveuieoce patterns some¬ 
times feel from the operation of litbotrity. 
Sir ****** was liberated from the atone 
without his family being aware that he was 
treated for so serious a malady, and even 
juow they are iguorunt of the tact, fur th« 
pattern, notwithstanding the pam aud unea¬ 
siness ho must occasionally have felt in the 
course of the disease, never communicated 
its nature to them. After every opera¬ 
tion he returned home on foot in the same 
manner as became, aud presided at his table 
in the midst of his friends. 1 mention this 
circumstance as being curious and novel, 
'i bis is not, however, on exception to the 
generality of cases, for every patient in the 
fsaono favourable condition a a Sir ******, 
and, under the same circumstances, will 
suffer os little ; for the most part, they walk 
to piy house to undergo the operation, nod 
return home iu the same minor diiectly 
after its termination ; Mr. Wat tie, my first 
patient, 64 years of ag»', came three times 
oq foot from Chelsea to iViiamcut Stttct, 


where be wag operated on, And walked back 
again without inconvenience. 

Mr. Brodie Was present ot the operations 
performed on the worthy baronet. 

Third Cate.— Mr. Archer, M years of 
age, residing a little out of towii,i«uliug the 
inconveniences resulting from stone iu the 
bludder, consulted Mr. Heelia, who souuded 
him, aud thought he discovered a calculus, 
but lie felt it so indistinctly, that be could 
not affirm jiosttnrely that there whs one. In 
this State of uncertainty, Mr. ileelia was 
kind enough to apply to me, 1 found Mr. 
Archer in the enjoyment of pretty good 
health, hut the Brine was rather thick, and 
deposited at times a little catanb. I sound¬ 
ed tiie patient carefully, and experienced tho 
same difficulty in iVeling the atone as Mr. 

; Hcelis; in the Borne manner as that gvntle- 
■ man, X had a faint sensatiou of having 
1 touched a mom 1 , but so imperfect, that 1 
| could not affirm that a culculus existed. The 
bladder was irregular, covered with cells, 
i and during its contractions it was intersect* 
ed by fleshy Columns, between which the 
; stone could lie hid, and be secure from any 
. contact with the sound. Takiug into conei- 
j deration, however, the symptoms of atone, 

! which were well characterised, and the sen. 
nations which hud been felt, however im* 

| perfectly, and being at tho game time fully 
j petsuaded that the introduction of an instru- 
j merit could not he- productive of the slight- 
cut inconvenience, 1 resolved to operate on 
■Air. Archer; lor it was evident, that if 
j a stone did exist, it must be smalt, and 
i would be inum diately xvi/.od and cumuli - 
j tinted ; by examining the bladder with an 
i instrument, i should aiso b<- taking prompt 
measures to relieve the patient, at the same 
time that 1 wu* obtaining exact know- 
lodge of bis complaint, l nut the plan 
into execution, and employed o “ percr- 
pierre” with only nue tdavv, on account of 
inequalities of the bladder; notwilhuUnditig 
these inequalities. the varicose and fungous 
state, of the cervix, aod a high device of 
contraction, a small round uric-acid Atoms 
was seized and reduced to powder. 

This ease is ituercAting tor various rea- 
50iiB; it proves th.it u calculus cannot 
always be detected by tne. w>* ofcathwb rism, 
and tl*at ail instm/m at of litbotrity, when it 
is well handled, is not only hi tter adapted 
than a sound to dint-over lualcnius, but that 
« surgeon may, iu some esses, convert a 
simpie exagmnutiou into an ini mediate ope¬ 
ration. 

Mr. Archer’s cairn is also curious, from 
bis having hod a bladder with »varicose 
neck, which swelled to Much a degree after 
the introduction of the iuairuuicut, that it 
presented ou almost uwuroiotiiuable ob.ita- 
cle to the expulsion of the uxino j /or lout 



PR. IIBURTELOPP’S CASES OF STONE, 


or fire dtiya the patient could not pass a drop 
of urine without the assistance of a catheter, 
which it was found necessary to introduce 
several times a day to empty the bladder. It 
had the two-fold advantage of bringing out 
the urine, and enabling the patient to expel 
his fragments immediately, and without the 
least difficulty. In the course of a few days 
he was able to muke water in a futl stream, 
hut fur a fortnight after contiaotid to pass a 
little glairy mucus. 

i operated on Mr. Archer in the presence 
of Mr. 1Jeelis, ray pupil Mr. Biggs, Ac, 

Fourth Case .-*Captain Armstrong, from 
Laugher, Ireland, sixty-four years of age, 
after having suffered for about two years and 
n half, consulted Mr. Crompton, who having 
discovered a stone, was kind enough to give 
hitu the same advice as he hod given to 
Mr. ltodgers and Major Moore, to come up 
to Loudon, and put himself under iny care. 

The captain immediately proceeded to 
London ; I sounded him, and detected a 
large, smooth, oral stone, which could be 
easily displaced, but did not roll; the blad¬ 
der was capacious, but contractile; the 
urethra was large, and the patient’s health 
was pretty good, with the exception that he 
ate with little or no appetite. 

Two days ufter the examination, Captain 
Armstrong appeared to be in a favourable 
condition tor undergoing the operation ; the 

trots branches a virgule,’’ which is suit¬ 
ably adapted for breaking down oval stones, 
was employed. 

lu the first sitting, the *< virgule” acted 
twice cm the stone, and produced much de¬ 
tritus; and L discovered that lie re were 
two calculi in the patient's bladder; for 
whilst one was held fust between the 
branches, another was distinctly tell. 

The second operation was performed with 
the same instrument; the oval stone which 
had been beiore attacked, was again seized; 
and the " virgule,” acting upon the very 
centre, reduced it into fragments, same of 
which were immediately secured aud com¬ 
minuted. 

At the third operation, the “ troisbranches 
a virgule" was again employed, in order to. 
destroy the stone which still remained en¬ 
tire; in trying to accomplish this, several 
fragments wire seized umi pulverised; but 
when 1 grasped the entire calculus, the mot e 
special object of my operations, it escaped 
from the branches as soon as tho rill which 
contains the “ virgule” was rotated ; this 
cireumstauce led us to conclude that the 
stone wus too fiat to be comminuted by the 
three-branched instruments; and wc were 
the more confirmed iu our opinion, from 
the patient having passed a fragment de¬ 
tached from the edge of the atone in one 
.of the imperfect attacks of the founex ope- 
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ration. This fragment evidently correspond¬ 
ed to a flat calculus, which required the 
notion of the briae-coque” to be destroy¬ 
ed; with this instrument, in three applica¬ 
tions of four minutes each, a calculus, which 
bad been refractory to tbe action of all the 
other instruments, was reduced to fragments 
and powder. .. i 

After the second operation with the 
“ hriae-coque,” I waited a few days to see 
if Mr. Armstrong would feel any sensations 
indicative of the existence of a fragment in 
the bladder, observing that the stream of 
water was not so regular as it should he. I 
examined the patient with a ” perce-pierre,” 
which had but one claw ; a small fragment 
was apprehended ami crushed; from this 
time the patient made rapid progress to¬ 
wards his recovery, and soon after returned 
to Dublin. 

The quantity of stone in the patient's 
bladder, and the rapidity with which he 
was relieved of it, render ibis cose interest¬ 
ing; it shows the comparative advantage 
of two different instruments, the “ brise- 
coque” aud tbe “ trois branches a virgule 
the latter of which was found to be applica¬ 
ble iu the case of an oval stone, but proved 
to be very unfavourable when used in rela¬ 
tion to a fiat one. 

Mr. Armstrong Tesided, during his stay 
in Loudon, at No. 16, Chapel Place, Oxford 
Street, and whs operated on at my house, ia 
the presence of Sir Astley Cooper, Messrs. 
White, Key, Probert, Copland Hutchison, 
Brausby Cooper, Snyer, Ac. 

Fifth Case. —Mr. Spencer, sixty-one years 
of age, after suffering upward* of three years, 
consulted Mr. White, who recommended 
hiui to apply to me, and wished me to un¬ 
dertake the case, although the unfavourable 
state of the patient raised some doubt* in 
his mind as to the success of lilhotritr. 

In fact, Mr. Spencer, notwithstanding a 
prettv good state of health, presented a com¬ 
plication of erils, which rendered his reco¬ 
very uncertain. Besides two unguinal her¬ 
nias and a hydrocele, his bludder created 
many serious and additional obstacles. For 
along time he had laboured under consider¬ 
able hematuria; his bladder, which was 
badly conformed and overrun with partitions, 
was lined with a soft spongy membrane, 
which bled at the mere contact of a found, 
bis prostate was large; hi* urine deposited a 
largo quantity of muco-purulent catarrh, and 
was often bloody ; he could not make water 
without experiencing great paiu, and the 
stream was small and without force, which 
led me to conclude that he would not pas* 
his fragments. Notwithstanding all these 
difficulties, .1 thought that lilhotritr might 
be applied with advantage, for although 
the stones wexe numerous they were small, 
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of litfjotofftjr t«l tin doubtful. 

I thenar* contented to operate on Mr. 
Spencer, tod employed ■ *• pereu-pirrrv ” 
with only os# liook oo account of the irregu- 
lacilifceoftbyMadder. After eevera) appli- 
cations of tbie instrument re bid the satia- 
faction, not only to relieve the patieut of nil 
the stones which Uis bladder contained, but 
to see the urine become clear, nnd retained 
in larger quantities; the desire to muke 
water was less frequently felt, end was 
accompanied with little or no pain; the in¬ 
ternal membrane was even and firm, nnd 


ti the coaatitntloh of the patient,#*!** ty 
* injections. 


»#m» ofsot table draught* and L r 
X Operated on Mr. Spencer in pmence of 
Metfr*. White, Oiltet* my pupil Mf.Biggi, 
&«• 
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CAtCUtOS I» THE M. ADDER. 

in wnRu ttTHOTOMY was entroMUKt 


j .-Mg Gao* orIWoaeis, Esq., of HachdaU, 

M& CS., Mon. 

On the IfcT'tb of September, 18.10, I wet 
1 eottaultmi by TlionuaLowp, wtat, 76,collier, 
did not bleed atthe introduction of a sound; jof Crankey-Sliaw in this place, on account 
the hematuria ceaaed entirely, and, in a (of suffering from stone in the bladder. Me 
word, there was a cessation of all the bad' stated that he hud been troubled with the 


symptoms which had before existed. 

The stream of water, though considerably 
better, is not, even now, quite as it should 
be; this depends on the enlargement of the 
prostate gland, 


complaint for many y*ars. On inquiry, I 
ascertained be was labouring under violent 
iiritation nod pain in the bladder, which 
censed him to void his urine and faces in¬ 
voluntarily ; these attacks generally lasted 


Mr. Spencer’s case is remarkuble for the * from five days to a week, and came on at 
happy change effected in his urinary organs, j intervals of about the same time. On ex* 
which were in a deplorable state before \ uminalhio per rectum, 1 found tlte left lobe 
the operation , and, on account of the im-jof the prostate gland very much enlarged, 
nitrous difficulties which attended the raau-! Four years ago he was admitted an in- 
auvres during the operation; for, b» fore j patient of the Manchester Infirmary, where 
the instruments could he applied, it was ne-; he remained some time ; he was sounded by 
century to open the hydrocele ; during their; the surgeons of that institution, who candidly 
application we were obliged to compress, told him (to usr tin- old man’s own words) 
the hernia ; the culcuii concealed (heniseires | that if was cut he would die; on account of 


in the lateral pouches which existed in the 
patient's bladder; it was, therefore, neces¬ 
sary to find them out and place them with a 
sound cu a smooth surface, before I could 
attempt to grasp them with the instrument*, 
the bladder being lined with a so ft, fungous 
membrane, it was very difficult to seize the 
stones, and more especially the fragments, 
without coming into dose contact with this 
membrane, iu the fold a of which the frag¬ 
ments were entangled; finally, since the 
urine was not expelled with sufficient force 
to bring out the particles of stone, it was 
•accessary to relievo the bladder of them me¬ 
chanically by means of a large sound. 
Lithotrity, however, surmounted all those 
obstacles, and lias proved successful in re¬ 
storing to a favourable state of health a pa¬ 
tient on whom lithotomy could not have been 
practised without the greatest risk of its 
proving fatal. 

Mr. Spencer is now in lbs enjoyment of 
good benh.lt., and his bladder continues in the 
same favourable condition, with the excep¬ 
tion that now aud then there is a gravelly 
formation of phosphate oflime, which is for 
the most port expelled, but if it be too largu 
to pass through the urethra I immediately 
comminute it* This tendency to form gravel 
will very probably cease in a short time, 


which, they udvised him to return homo nnd 
hear his sufferings with patience. ! cannot 
imagine for what reason they refused to 
operate, unless it was from bis advanced a-ie 
and enlarged stale of the piornate ; hut I 
have no doubt the gland was perfectly 
healthy, and merely enlarged faun the lung- 
continued irritati m kept up by the foreign 
body. On the 5fi»il» of September t sounded 
him in conjunction with, my friend and lute 
master Mr. A, Wood, surgeon, of Koehdale 
(whose kindness and liberality on ail occa¬ 
sions 1 am proud to ucktmwUd^p), and Mr. 
K, Grundy, surgeon, of Bury. We were ail 
perfectly convinced of the presence of thu 
stone, mid i propound to operate on him the 
eusuibg jfh of October. To this he readily 
consented, and he said lie had rather die than 
continue to live in such misery. In conse¬ 
quence of a violent degtee of irritation taking 
place on the day after he was sounded thu 
operation was j his tj jo tied, and 1 ordered him 
the following mixtureJjf Soda cork, 
5»ij; nt. hyascyum., '■ )i; ay. month., f. M ; 
mist, et vumph. f. jit, ftl. Of Which he 
took two Urge table-spoonsful every four 
hour* for the first day, and afterwards three 
limes a day; ;this treatment completely re¬ 
moved Ida urgent symptoms. Jt is worthy 
of remark, that during these violent pa- 
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retjcou fail jmtae vm otttt won tfasfi 
73 in u mitral*, attd bit digestftta vu if- 1 
moat corapkttly suspended; for after taking 
food, the stomach became distended with 
flatui, end only by ejecting the contents was 
li« able to obtaro relief. €hr *be jRh of 
October I performed the lateral operation in 
the pretence of Mr. A/ Wood, Messrs, 
llnyner and Grundy, Surgeons, of Bury, 
and Mr. Bolt, surgeon, of Ringley. TIMS' 
instruments used were, the straight stifF, 
large-sized scalpel, and common stone .for- 
ceps. The stone weighed 7 drachms; the 
surface was very rough, and of a dark-fajrtJwn 
colour. On the lfith the wound was so far 
healed, that he voided his urine per urethrnm, 
on which day 1 allowed him to leave his 
bed. On the 22d 1 discontinued my attend¬ 
ance, he having perfectly recovered without 
any untoward symptoms; he has since re¬ 
mained quite well, with the exception of 
flight palsy of the superior extremities, 
with which bo has been troubled for many 
years. From the difficulty 1 experienced in 
ranking the point of the scalpel slide in the 
groove of the staff, 1 bad a knife made very 
similar to the one inveuled by the late Mr. 
Thomas Wizard, with this exception, that 
the extremity of the blade was merely round¬ 
ed off, instead of being probe-pointed; this 
instrument L used on the ;>rd of January, in 
the case of A. Tempest, of Rochdale, a boy 
ten years of age; from the facility with 
w hich it elided in the groove of the staff, 1 
should strongly recommend a trial of it to 
surgeons iu the*habit of operating for stone. 
In twenty-three hours subsequent to the 
operation, the urine passed per urethrum; on 
the 6th he left his bed ; on the 17th, u fort¬ 
night after the opmtion, he hud completely 
recovered. The atone in this case weighed 
;,iijss, and was similar in appearance to the 
former. Neither of these flours has been 
‘submitted to analysis, consequently 1 cannot 
speak as to the chemical composition. This 
I deem a matter of little moment. On this 
occasion my friends .Messrs, A. Wood, 
llayner, Grundy, and Mr. T.. Wood, s>.ir- 
i;oon # of Halifax, kindly assisted me. My 
object in publishing the former of these 
c ii svs, is to show that neither advanced age 
nor enlarged slate of the prostate is a real 
objection to the performance of the opera¬ 
tion, provided the constitution bo otherwise 
healthy. 

Rochdale, Jan. 22, 1031. 


T.epuosy. —l)r. R. J. Thornton has for¬ 
warded to us an account of a case of leprosy, 
from which it appears “ the vital air was 
oiiccessful in effecting a cure, after the pa¬ 
tient had been dismissed us incurable from 
sonic dozen or two of hospitals. The patieni 
it is alleged at one time '* skinned’’ to the 
amount ot many pounds daily. 


■ THE LANCET. 

Imim, Satwrdai, fcbrnary lv, 1831. 

The subject of medical jurisprudence, 
within the last eight or ton yean, has, in a 
variety of forms, been almost eonttautly en¬ 
gaging the attention of the profession. It 
was introduced as s new branch of science ; 
argument* to prove its u vast and dignified 
utility” have been displayed upon the pages 
of numberless volumes, from the ponderous 
quarto down to the unpretending duode¬ 
cimo, eud a knowledge of it hits been re¬ 
garded by many as the acme of professional 
attainment. It was to convert the medical 
practitioner into a new character, and to 
place him before society as one of the most 
e xalted of human beings ; and to make him 
the monitor of the judge, the instructor of 
the jury, and a demonstrator to the counsel. 
But to what does all this bombastic phra¬ 
seology ainouut? Fudge; mere fudge! 
“ Medical jurisprudence,” as it is termed, 
is not iu itself a science, neither has il 
udded to the stores of our knowledge one 
single fact; nor, considered in the abstract, 
does it require the possession, on the part 
of the medical practitioner, of one particle 
of information of which it would be unne¬ 
cessary for him to be possessed, were them 
no such iustitution iu existence as that 
which is denominated “ forensic medicine.” 
State medicine demands, in certain cases of 
death, in cases of suspected violence to fe¬ 
males, accidents, and injuries arising from 
personal conflicts, that a practitioner should 
communicate in clear, distinct, and intelli¬ 
gible language, before a coroner and jury, 
or before a judge of assize and Iris jury, his 
knowledge of those circumstances of which 
lie may be cognisant, connected with the 
case;-—that lie should be well ocquninted 
with the anatomy, physiology, and patho¬ 
logy. of those parts of the body to which 
his attention may have been more particu¬ 
larly directed by the real or imaginary in 



til)3 


'HIE FCDCERY 0? FORENSIC MSDIClNi:. 

j ur J!—IM hUtoold b« iuimtt. with tie fcil 4- viHenn, it i> <ithej in coastgoente 
t fatu f Mwf.V .pcmnt, ih« bm «p- afdsit igaensot, or f om tbeir being eon- 
pratad^pjlttjbrgoBatenctiiigtlioM.tF<*u, iridtiil ttiidtto. Uurb tWtaonlaM upon 
meibodt adopted itajfef'-“M the eil-ott of fls«r.l* its 
of poifoot. No«r woatk. ^MAriooottOtf siiaa. This fwfoiaiudf 
' of knowledge la celled for fot:m*alt'*f a #oow of intwmpetektiy; for 

foiM^ Wob is not demanded from the pty. tf « indifidoel felt well aimed thathi 
nician sad aargeoa in their every-dty count »k»*M be required to discharge im ether 
of practice 1 Not, indeed, that the variety irtyfow one which be knew he wilfafty 
of information here contemplated will be tdeqmte to perform, thefo would be littfo 
tlwaya fo actual requisition ; but it isabso- **< dread of consequences. An expert* 
lately necessary to the wtlfore of patients, «a*d practical surgeon, for example, would 
that their medical attendants should be fire evidence concerning; a fracture of the 
armed, and fufijr too, by this spec tee of leg with greet dearness and precision ; sad 
knowledge. If it could be proved that an there is do alteration absmafcfor'ta bis 
acquaintance with anatomy, and all the col- manner, or in bis countenance, when he is 
Istertl brioches of medical science,—in- at last subjected to a raking crouexaraina- 
eluding chemistry, of course, as one of the tion. Hi* selfqioMeasion leave* him not; 
most important—be not necessary to the full the subject is familiar to his understanding : 
discharge of the duties of physician and; he is accurately acquainted with the nature 
surgeon, then We would admit, without de-1 of the injury, its eflVcta ujjou the eoaiti- 
mur, that '‘medical jurisprudence,” as itjtutiou, and the anatomy of the parts in 
iy termed, embraces many subjects which which it occurred; therefore he a penis 
ought to be deeply and attentively treasured without hesitation or dismay. Hut, change 
in the mind of the student of medicine. It the subject; interrogate him upon the action 
should alwsys be remembered that a modi- of medicine on the internal purls of the 
cal witness is required only to testify con- body, question him on points in pbsrmu- 
ceruing those facts or circumstances, of ceutical chemistry, and ho is no longer tbn 
which he ought to possess an accurate, if *smo man. Onthleaue has vanished, and 
not a profound knowledge, as a medical intelligent replies ore at an end. 
practitioner ; and it were strange, indeed, if What branch of knowledge, then, is 
be had not common sense and good taste taught by the lecturer ,ou medics! jurispru- , 
enough to teach him the propriety of oiler- deuce, which ,i* uot taught by lecturers on 
ing nothing more than straight-forward anatomy, physiology, pathology, surgery, 
answers to simple question*} for, of course, the practice of medicine, materia nmdica, 
he must be conscious that be cannot be re- sod chemistry! Not one, if wa except that 
quiied by Ida oath as a witness, to reply to which is called thn “ luw of evidence," and 
a question which he does not understand, with which a medical practitioner or a me* 
otherwise than by an admission to that pur- dic&l witness can legitimately hare no more 
port, in a word, we may safely hazard thus concern than with the decrees of the great 
much; that if a medical practitioner be in Ciuno-Chom;. 

every respect well qualified to discharge the Our attention has been particularly di« 
obligations imposed upon him by his profes- reeted* to then© subjects, by reading the 
sional duties, he would not sink beneath the published reports of a couple of iotroduo 
interrogatories of counsel iu a witness-hox. tory lectures, recontly delivered by a b;aco 
Knowledge girts confidence, uulcufc it he of professor* in the University of London, 
the knowledge of guilt; Mid when people and (heaven help us!) if thc*e > perform- 
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naopg aro to be taken as specimens of the for the benefit of a very large number of tho 
instructive power* of the teacher*, medical raetnbefa of the legal profession, that not 
wen who stand in need of such inane twad- Only on the trial of the Duchess of Krvo- 
dle for their infotraatioa tuid guidance, we stok, but long «*«gh’previously to that 
in a nice predicament. The ehair of jorii- event, had it be^n determined, and wisely 
prudence in the above imitation, is notr to toe, the Mtirfns impure, and theft 
be occupied Conjointly by Mr. Amos, *W ttedicaf men wenntet atBJwfcy ^withhold 
nster, and Dr. A. T.Tuonsotr,« physician, evidence, bowevn e«fianttift5t| tb*y aaight 
Thus the physician acknowledge! that be is We become poMesaed of « |sMSM|g^ -of 
not possessed of the reqniaite modicum of the circumstance* In fMa nwpeottirftt'iii 
law to instruct the pupil in the u law of evi- a distinction drawn between the 
deuceand the barrister acknowledges (in conduct to be observed, as regard* the IMtS- 
which admission he is, in truth, well justi- many of a medical, and that of a legal, id* 
Tied) that he is guiltless of any acquaintance viler. The latter not being bo and to reveal 
with the principles and practice of medicine, the secrets of bis client; while the obliga- 
Thus gifted, the two professors have set tion upon the former is peremptory, as to the 
off upon their “ course,” and “ sure such disclosure ef the secrets of hia patient. This 
a pair were never seen.'* The barrister is a distinction, in our opinion, more nice 
sets Out by inquiring, “ whot questions a than wise, and is attended with no practical 
medical witness may refuse to answer,” and benefit, except to lawyers and rogues. If it 
then generously condescends to instruct | be the object of just law to Obtain punish- 
youug gentlemen just out of their swad- merit for crime, why does it place a gag 
dling clothes (for cortuinlytbo pupils‘of the upon the mouths of the most competent 
Londou University could require no such witnesses! If the criminal have voluntarily 
information), that “ a man is not bound, confessed his crime to the attorney, then 
under the obligation of un oath, to criminate must the evidence of the attorney be the 
himself,” a fact, we think, pretty well uq- next best to that of the culprit himself, 
demood by auy labourer residing between “Oh!” it will be replied, “ a man could 
Land's Kud and Juris o’ Ghost's. The not properly instruct his lawyer, if Ms con- 
mind disburdened of this stupendous fact,i lidential adviser were compelled to reveal 
Mr. Amos pusses to the consideration of I all that had been stated under the operation 
professional secret*; but in tin* printed re-!of an oath.” True; but if the man had 
port before us, which, for aught we know, acted honestly, he would have nothing to 
may be a garbled and inaccurate affair,.it j dread from disclosure; and if be were really 
is not staled whether a medical witness may ;a criminal, it surely will not be contended 
refuse to communicate secrets confidentially j that be ought, through the instrumentality 
imparted during professional intercourse.! of secret confessions, lying, shuffling, and 
This is nu important omission. We know! perjury, to obtain a verdict in his favour,— 
not whether the lecture, as delivered ear j the reward due alone to innocence and fair 
mtheihu, were equally defective; but we | dealing. The practice of our law in this 
apprehend not, us there is n reference to I respect is revolting to every dictate of bu- 
tlio trial of the Duchess of Kingston. In j mauity aud good sense. A wretch commits 
tmlor to till up the hiatus thus left, we may I murder, nnd by fully confessing the crime 
slate, for the benefit of a fewof the medical \ loan attorney, and two or three other hired 
profeswiou (and wo. are of opinion that there: pleaders, he is enabled to concoct a defence 
are not many or the members of that body! by which his escape from justice is effected, 
who fctuml iu need of such information), and j Further j u murderer, on euteiing the dock 
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will aomctuBM openly confess bis crime— stony be totted, the bant if tUe 

that bo has offended equally against ,the whole of it ho nor relevant evidence f For 
laws of Goo, and the institutions of bis thejudge still directs bis eye to the law] end 
country, whert tbe humane law-judge im- the jury con6ne their attention to the facta, 
mediately interposes, by desiring that the and ultimately .nothing that is irrelerant- 
poor creature will not thus commit himself, in strict justice irrelevant—bears jo the 
urges him to withdraw bis plea, audio plead slightest degree upon the decision of the 
•« not guilty/’ thus putting a us into the court. For instance, when Mr. .Stavi.iv 
mouth of a wretch, only a few hours before was prosecuted in consequence of his haring 
that same judge sentences him to bunged. mistaken a piece of tliut for a fragment of 
Can there be better evidence of guilt than a the patella, while that flint was situated at 
man's awn confession, especially when com-j the distance of one inch from the entire 
raunicated to the judge and jury without the I patella, the evidence of seven or eight of the 
intervention of a second or third person? “heads” of the profession, could not con* 
Obviously not j anu if the blockhead were rince the jury that this waa “ Bound chirur- 
to confess without being guilty, hanging gteal." The jury would not receive nil 
would be almost too lenieut a puuishmeut that was »o unblushing!/ sworn to reaped- 
lor his folly. ing the skilful practice of tin* defendant, th« 

Mr. Am os, like thereat of hi s profession,; vast superiority of hospital surgeon*, and 
touches this part of the subject with a ten- j such-tike stuff, us evidence to prove that to 
dor and delicate hand ; he is not unmindful i mistake a piece of flint for a portion of the mi* 
<if the interests of his craft. As a barrister, j tire patella, was proof of professional skill, 
be knows fall well that, if the confidential j Hence, although this irrelevant testimony 
communications of clients wire not held to j was freely mrkrttl, the jury did not hesitate 
be inviolate by the court, the gentlemen of; to return their verdict for the ^laiutitf. As 
the law would lose about three-fifths of > to the >( law of evidence,” therefore, ruedi- 
their present enormous emolument*, and if cal men need not trouble fhtras^lves much 
this horrid system of screening scoundrels on the subject. Their own good sepae must 
from punishment were not abundantly pro- teach them to reply only to such ipiestiona 
fitahle to gentlemen of Mr. Amos's p rotes- as are propounded, aud then always as briefly 
non, why is it that the member* of that pro- as may he consistent with the elucidation 
fession, who alone are the authors of this of truth. If they feel a difficulty ut any time, 
decision, are the only individual* in the they may appeal to the judge, who will at. 
country in whose favour this reservation is once state whether the question b« proper 
made? Mr. Amos seems to sneer at medi- or not, and if there be any medical «u«*n 
cal men because they know so little of the standing in the predicament conjectured by 
•'law of evidence." He forget*, however, Mr. Amos, i.e.whomay he in danger of cri- 
at the same time, that it i« a subject trpou minuting themselves, for such persons wo do 
which no two members of hi* own profession not profess to entertain any friendly sym* 
are agreed ; that it is one, the limits of jpalhy, and probably the sooner they expose 
which can never be defined ; for this simple j their delinquency, the better will it he for 
reason, that the facta which must influence the profession and the public, 
evidence are unknown, aud consequently j hi noticing the evidence of Dr. Guam* 
cannot be calculated ; aud the quibbles ever- j vu.us given in the “ lianiim peerage " 
lastingly raised upon this point, are merely :cause, Mr, Amos remarki,—“ It consumed 
thrown up as barrier* to obstruct the in res- j a great portion of time, hut h the end near- 
ligation of truth. If a little too much testi-ily the- whole of it was struck put. This 
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mart bate h#d ft very bad appearance in the ihoraed by our blunted powers of penetra- 
ey« of bystaadeYtjr-and yet the fault will tion. To us the phenomenaare inexplicable; 
not *oe consideration be found to lie ia any it is an inquiry, th#full investigation of which 
defect of profeaioual akill or common souse; is suited alone to the peculiar qualifications 
still less in a moral defect; but in the miser* of women, who, however unpretending and 
able state of darkness in ihe witness's mind humble may be their position in life, are 
with regard to the rules of medical evidence." wholly, and without reservation, complete 
This is altogether a very strange passage, mistresses of the subject, 
and indicates pretty decisively that Dr. Here, then, we shall take our leave of 
(i rakvili.k's is not the only mind in which Professor Amos, by assuring him that a 
there roigns“ a miserable state of darkness/' deeper research will point out to him the 
Cannot Mr. Aiuos perceive, through the mist important error into which he has fallen, 
of legal sophisms by which his intellect ap- The unkindness, too, of his conduct towards 
pours to be encompassed, that the error was Dr. Granville is the more unjustifiable, 
committed, not by the witness, but by the! as it must be confessed that, with all its 
tribunal before whom that evidence was de*! blemishes, tliut portion of tire Doctor's 
livered? The judges should have tefused j testimony derived from actual experience, 
to hear Dr. Granville, if they considered was by far the most telling and “ home” 
that hi* was not legal evidence. The ?««* that was offered to the assembled peers. 
turns, however, were not propounded by the In allusion to the evidence of medical wit- 
tcUneis, and, in replying to interrogatories nesses relative lo^dyin^ declarations,” Mr. 
put by Lord Eldon and other learned Amos remarks that, to make these doctor*- 
judges. Dr. (• p. avvii.i.k could hare little tions receivable as evidence,it to not ne- 
reason to believe that he was taking a course cc&sary that the deceased should have i.-\ - 
which was contrary to <W*. f’usides, wo are vressed any apprehension of danger; for 
not at all convinced that Mr. Amos is him- his consciousness of approaching death may 
self right upon this mooted question of legal be inferred from the nature of the wound, 
evidence in this case. It will be recollected or the state of illness, or other circumstances 
by many of our readers that, in the “ Gardi- of the case. This imposes upon the modi¬ 
fier peerage’’ inquiry, the great point to be cal man who has occasion to give evidence 
determined was, whether pregnancy could respecting a dying declaration, the lieces- 
le protracted beyond tlin usual period of sity of giving a very clear account of what 
gestation, anil upon this very important was the situation and degree of danger of 
question Mr. Amos object* to the l< hearsay the deceased at the time the declaration was 
evidence" of Dr. Granville —evidence made.’* 'Sow, how a man's consciansnm 
which he had derived from the women after of approaching death cun be inferred from 
delivery, or at nn advanced period of preg- “ the nature of his wound, or the state of his 
nancy. “Hearsay evidence" in such a illuess,” we are utterly at a loss to imagine; 
case! Will Mr. Amos oblige the profession and Mr. Amos, upon this point, is directly 
by stating how Dr, Granville or any other at issue with the doctrine laid down in the 
gentleman could offer aught but “ hearsay 
evidence,” while attempting to solve such a 
problem 1 The learned barrister must know 
that nil really valuable information relating 
to the precise period of gestation, must pro- n third person on catb, though the pariy 
Cecil originally from the fair sex; and that making them was not sworn, for the tow pre- 
the channel of inquiry is toq deep to bo fa* sume3 that the solemn, ty of the occasion 


excellent work on Medical Jurisprudence, 
by Paris and Fonulanuur, where it is 
said (Yol. 1. p.lti.i\ “ The declarations of 
a dying man are evidence, when related by 
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mar t|to 'fii. n, ami tint n tail.ed it *«• twljr nbwjti), if tTie o|iioi«n 

brink of ctenrity, jUid down by tft Aw •* «w coimt'.fgr it 
>r Wfetood. 7a i f» tWnppTahended danger which, ffttb# 
jpf* thmwiigfci to i dfeUntiott, it k »t-|ey« of the hw, 
c em^.lwmrT, tbst tl»* party abboM be- j obligation of aa oath. At tbe la*t moment, 
Uevo humclf to be dying." Nothing cm' witboot hope of life, it l» not presumed Urtit 


be«w» clear, therefor*, than that we 
bare vmft, or miniol sign* of acme descrip- 
lion or other, to furnish us with tbe ground* 
for enabling u« to testify upon oath, that the 
patieut really believed himself lobe in dan¬ 
ger, and that be should not recover. These 
dying declaration* are often deemed of tbe 
highest importance in court* of law, and 
medical practitioner* would do well never 
to omit taking note* of them as soon a* it 
may be possible after they have been ut¬ 
tered. In eases of personal injury, the ends 
of public justice often rest entirely upon 
what the injured party may have declared 
when bo was in the momentary expectation 
of expiring. But they amount to nothing 
if the medical witness cannot distinctly 
swear that the patient was mi% conscious 
of his danger. On tbe trial at the Old 
Bailey session in .Tune 1831 , of Mr.GtoRM 
Batmqrk for the murder of Mr. Jons Scott 
in a duel, tbe law on this point was tbu* 
laid down by Mr. Justice BailsY. The; 
deceased bad been attended by Dr. Dab- 
live, who, therefore, was summoned to 
give evidence:— 

“ Dr. Darling had heard Mr. Scott os 

hi* death-bed any,— 

“ AJr. Jiutkt Utility. Did Mr. Scott at 
that time think himself i» danger ? Did be 
give up all hope* of recovery f 

“ Dr. Hurting. No. To the last he en- 
v rtmned hopes of recovery. 

“ Mr. Justice Bailey. Tbe iWlnration 
made by a dying man can no' he received as 
evidence, unless the puny, at the t.moot 
ranki»" it, vise wtisfkd that recovery wt* 
»w/«r»/We.*' 

Mr. Justice Bulky, therefore, goes f«- 
beyortd Mr. Am*-*, who thinks that it ia not 
weMWiy that the d-<fused should have 
<* r.rjrtcsitd (nitf npprtV-wsioa of danger/ 


im individual would alteri wflfdl falsehood. 
Wo m»y, therefore, suggest to medics! 
practitioners not only the propriety, but tbe 
absolute necessity of ascertaining, by direct 
questions, tire state of patient*' minds while 
they are giving utterance to what are called 
fi dying declarations/’ They may be inter¬ 
rogated thus:— 1 * While making this state, 
meet, do vow believe that you we in ex¬ 
treme danger ! Have you no hope of reco¬ 
very T 

W i* shall hero take our leave of Mr. 
A Mo*, and wo must dvfer making our bow 
to his colleague until next wo#k. 

One word cm another subject before we 
dose this article. In tbe same page of the 
work of Paris and Fomu anovl whence 
we have extracted the decodon of-Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Haii.kv cotic liming “ dying declara¬ 
tions," we iind tbo opinion of this excel¬ 
lent judge respecting the rea|irmstbtUty 
incurred by me-'icat practitioners in oitend- 
iog professionally at duels. It was elicit, 
vd in the trial to which we have already >o- 
fi-md, and w* think tbe part is of imfticient 
iaipottnuce *.j be evtrarteil, ns it may p issi- 
bly have the effect of protecting medical men 
from much oblo-tuy and inconvenience. Tim 
law <m (hi* important subject h not genu- 
rally known. 

*' Mr, Peftigr. / , #urje .m, called. 

** Mr. Jnslue iUulvy. Mr. 1'outgrew, I 
think it necessary to give you this caution. 
If you think tbe evidence which ym au» 
ihmtt to giro, likely to expose you to a 
criminal prosecution, you are o:»l bound to 
i,ive jt. 

u Me, Peltier tit. My turd, f am not 
competent to form any upinion of tnv legal 
guilt; l have suit taken the part of principal 
r second. The part which 1 hu*r- t:»k«« 
was merely to exercise my prvfvtfiioual 
lutv. 
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Alulae Salley. If yoa *rtt, 
knowig, plan, 

migiaU auut- 
<rn, I afpmbaii' dttt yw4ta tf*M» 4 
I'fteoUecth«- 
log teen i eniaence theil in thi. 

court os...»similar occasion.’' 

If such be tbe stent decree of tbe law, it 
ia only right that it should be made known 
to the profession. Forti fied by a kn owledge 
of this fact, surgeons will probably feel 
more interested in preserving their own 
ne t from dislocation than in rendering 
assistance to individuals who hut too fre¬ 
quently hazard their own lives for the grati- 
iicatiou of n blood-thirsty, guilty, indefensi- 
tle, revenge. 


A notice of the first sessional meeting 
for Util, altheCollege of Physicians, will 
he found at page 670 V It was characterised 
by rather more than the uauuI portion of 
Court humbug, finesse, and intrigue. The 
Loan CiUNer.i.Lon, it will be seen, wits 
one of tho visitors. Was the invitation a 
mark of respect paid by the President to 
the splendid, to the exalted talents of Lord 
1.1 rough am ! We answer, Kn. Because 
when they ornamented the mind of the 
" Opposition” Mister Buoiguam, that 
learned and excellent gentleman never, we 
believe, received any such mark of common 
courtesy. But the onco Opposition Mr. 
.IIjiocgua.u is now Lord Chancellor of 
Lnguano, and Sir Henry Hauoed is a 
thorough-going, eel-backed, deep courtier; 
and this explains the apparent mystery. 
The all-penetrating eye of the Chancellor 
must have pierced the courtly veil of hy¬ 
pocrisy, and it is only to be regretted that 
tho Lord dit| not that exhibit contempt.lor 
his sickening adulator, which must have 
been so keenly, so bitiugly felt liy the 
MAM. 


NAVAL SURGEONS AND THE 

„ , ISjVfcES. 

BVMTtiaiAK ORATION, 

/■}'[ ’ • ■ . • ‘ ‘ ‘ i-— 

Naval S(TBp*M|*-The surgeons of 
his Majesty’s o*vy bflvs received sn official 
circular from the Admiralty, requiring them 
to stats the length of tbeir s^rfwses w assist¬ 
ants and as surgeons, both sjfctttt and ashore, 
distinguishing the different periods and er- 
ployments, that the Admiralty insy be cor¬ 
rectly informed as to the amount of their 
actual services. They are also to state 
their age, if fit for active service, and whe¬ 
ther desirous of employment or not; and, 
moreover, they are to be particular in com¬ 
municating to the Admiralty whether or 
not they are in private practice on shore. 
It would appear, from this strict inquiry, 
that some regulation is contemplated to re¬ 
strain officers who enjoy half-pay as sur¬ 
geons iu the navy from practising on Bhore, 
unless they may be considered to have earn¬ 
ed their privilege by long employment in 
active service. In all probability those me¬ 
dical officers who havo not been employed 
a certain uumber of yeurs in both capacities, 
ns assistants and surgeons, will be appointed 
to sea-going ships, and, being fit for duty, 
will be required to stive, or resign their 
hulf-pay.*' 

The above notice was taken from a morn¬ 
ing paper; we scarcely know what to make 
of it.—E d. L. 

A memorial has been submitted to the 
Lords of the Admiralty on the subject of 
the late insult. The memorial, which has 
beou very numerously signed, as well by 
no dical officers iu the service, ns by mem¬ 
bers of the profession unconnected with 
it, prays that the order of which they com¬ 
plain may he withdrawn, as far as regards 
surgeons of his Majesty’s navy. Ko answer 
has as yet teen re: eived to the memorial; 
hut it is intended, iu the event of its want of 
success, to cull a general mewling of the pro¬ 
fession, to consider tbe propriety of address¬ 
ing his Majesty on the matter.” 

In our opinion the matter should he taken 
into consideration on Monday next, at tho 
College of burgeons, when the members 
will meet to hoar the Hcnterian Oration. 
The theatre belongs to the members, and 
surely they could not employ it for u better 
purpose than in making an attempt to rescue 
from insult a most important branch of the. 
profession. We hope to be enabled to attend. 
—Ed, L. 
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lustrated this position. He then narrated a 

WESTMINSTER MGIUCAI,SOCIETY.! lhW •“* tlw mixed .ffrttionw» 

I exemplified, aud was characterised by die 
1 alternate occurrence of tonic contractions of 
j the muscles, delirium, and convulsive move- 


Saturday , January 284A, 1831, 

Dr. Granville in the Chair. 

DIAGNOSIS I.V CFftEMtAT. DISEASES. 

Tmjk following is a brief abstract of Mr. 
Qu&in's able observations ou the symptoms 
peculiar to various cerebral affections 
He commenced by observing, that accoril- 
ing to the expressed opinions of the leading 
authorities oo this subject, it was altogether 
impossible ta distinguish by symptoms be¬ 
tween the various uiorbid actions to which 


manta. Tbe pathologies! details here also 
confirmed the diagnosis. 

Mr. Qunin next alluded to the conflict¬ 
ing opinions respecting the “ rnmollisse- 
merit ,V of the substance of the brain, depre¬ 
cating, in the first place, the nonsensical 
custom of assigning a foreign nomencla¬ 
ture to diseases which might bn just as 
appropriately denominated in common En¬ 
glish terms. He adverted in the opinions 
of Abercrombie, who originally taught, that 


the cerebral system was liable, especially {“ aolteninji" of the brain was the result of 
that it was impossible to discriminate dur- iuilaramaiion, but who has subsequently 
ing life betwtea meningitis or arachnitis,! modified his opinions in consequence of tho 
and the inflammation, or other organic do- j publication of M. Kostan, w ho attributes 
rungemetUs, of the cerebral substance. Such I the change of structure to a process of de¬ 
ls the opinion distinctly expressed by A bur- i bility, identical with the gang ram a senilis, 
crumbly and Georgei, at which he, Mr.{and, liku it, usnally dependent on caicanous 
Quain, felt not a little surprised, since in! deposition in the external vessels. Mow, 
the work of the first of these authorities, Hie (Mr. Quaiu) was still iuclined to'A her- 
numerous cases are to be found altogether: crombiVs original opinion. Some persons 
subversive of such au assertion. He was,[derived ua argument against the iiiflamma- 
indeed, prepared to show, that there wvre lory origin of softening from the absence of 
certain symptoms nmst distinctly chaiacter- j mines*, but it was sufficient to remark in 
istic of each of these peculiar conditions, | reply to t this, that in other white structures, 
and by which their diagnosis might be cer-jiu the cornea for example, ulcerations, nr 
tainly determined, ife, moreover, did not j other cowwquenivs of inflammation, are seen 
consider this subject one of mere matter ‘ without niiv redness being perceptible. 


of refiiiemont or scientific nicely, but also »a 
likely to become of mucli practical import¬ 
ance, and conducive to the discrimination 
of various other diseases, besides those 
which originate in the cerebral system alone. 
Mr. Quain then proceeded to say, that in 
order to ascertain clcaily the nature of the 
question now under investigation, it would 
he necessary to inquire in the first place, 
whether there existed such a condition of 
disease as pure ami unmixed Cerebmis, or 
inflammation of the substance of the bruin ; 
secondly, whether there hud been noticed 
any cases of pure uumixed meningitis, or 
inflammation of the investing membranes; 
thirdly, were there uny well-tuarked in- 
stances of mixed affections, in which both 
tissues were concerned; and lastly, were 
these several states characterized by any 
peculiar or pathognomic symptoms. To 
prove that the first condition existed, Mr. 
Qunin related tbe particulars of the case of 
n gentleman who, after a trifling injury of 
the head, had, in the cours; of fifteon days, 
the symptoms which be, Mr. Qunin, consi¬ 
der'd peculiar to acute cerebritis, namely, 
tonic muscular contractions, with loss of 
motive power; and on dissection, the cor¬ 
rectness of the diagnosis was established, 
to arachnitis, be thought that convulsion* 
Hint delirium were the diagnostic symptoms, 
and be related a case which completely il. 


Again, it Humid ho recollected that M, 
Rcistun was physician to un establishment 
provided for the relief of aged females alone. 
Mr. Qimin further alluded to some put ho* 
logical conditions of tho brain and the ce¬ 
phalic nerves, nut to closely connected with 
the present inquiry , and lie finally noticed 
the attempts recently made by BontlUtitl 
aud others to illustrate the theory of Gall 
aud Spunsleiiu by pathological data. Ho 
dwelt too at some length upon the facts 
which bad been recorded of the loss of me¬ 
mory of names mid words consecutive on 
organic disease of the anterior lobes of the 
In (tin. 

Dr. A. T. Thomson felt obliged to differ 
from Mr. Quain, when he assigned loss of 
memory to organic changes in the anterior 
lobes of tho brain ; such a circumstance had 
been r< corded of muny eminent literary 
characters, otherwise ia perfect health, and 
he himself laboured under it to a great 
extent, so much so that he frequently could 
not remember the name of some old ac¬ 
quaintance with whom ho was conversing. 

Mr. Quain replied that ho hmi merely 
adverted to recorded cases, and hud not in¬ 
dulged in any speculative conjectures upon 
them. Dr. Thomson’s case, however, was 
by no means in point. If loss of memory 
were ta be applied to llio location of disease, 
and if a diagnosis were to bu established upon 
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it, it U clear that a comparison would bo in* 
stituted between the condition of the pa- j 
tient’a memory while lie was in previous 
health, and the state to which it waa reduced 
by orgai>to disease, In other words, A. B. 
would be compared with A. B. not with 
D. E. tlie representative of another person. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Quitiri again enu¬ 
merated the symptoms he considered pecu¬ 
liar Lo. and diagnostic of, meningitis nmi 
oerebritis, viz.; in acute cer.'bniis tonic 
contractions nnd rigidity of the muscles, loss 
of motive power, ami of sensatiou ; in acute 
meningitis, delirium, convulsions, twitch¬ 
ing* or startings, no complete paralysis 
occurring. Finally, both these states cou- 
currod to a eertaiu extent in mixed cases. 

Mr. Kino agreed with Mr. Quain's views, 
but he thought it esseutial to distinguish be¬ 
tween “rauiollissenieiit " and intiammation. 
He had been assistant lo M. Kostini in the 
institution alluded to, and had hud abundant 
reason to coincide in many of that author's 
opinions. 

Dr. Bmckk made some objections to the 
application of one of the cases related by 
Mr. Quoin. 

Mi. No Kin wished to know what was the 
practical use of this discussion at all, and if 
it weieof no practical use, what was the ob¬ 
ject in continuing it. Mr. North’s question 
immediately' elicited a sharp reply from Mr 
Qnaiu, who ridiculed vorv forcibly the idea 
that scientific pathological diictissioiis were 
useless if. they dul not point out some ini mu¬ 
ff hit e curative measure. Mr. Quniti was 
warmly supported by Drs-A. T. I’lmmsou,; 
Gregory, andtirunviHe, and by Mr. King. 

Mr. Hunt considered the discussion of 
very great importance, and related an in¬ 
teresting case, which aptly illuiirated the 
question at issue, lie hud been recently 
attending..with other practitioners, on a no- 
1 Idemaii who had suffered from n fracture of 


He related the details of three cases, exem¬ 
plifying peculiar and strikingly -marked mor¬ 
bid conditions, with the mode of ascertain¬ 
ing the situation of the morbid action by 
the symptoms. The first was that of a 
young" lady, who, afiW suffering from fright, 
experienced intense pains in the left mamma 
—pains closely resembling those produced 
by cancerous affections, to which, indeed, 
they had been referred. There were no 
convulsive motions; and, on examination, 
Mr. Quain found that the pain could be 
very accurately traced aloug some of the 
nerves of the axilla, and down the external 
thoracic and its branches. He decided that 
the pain proceeded from an affection of the 
spinal chord, at the place where these nerves 
were given off', and it war accordingly found 
that considerable Telief va# obtained by 
suitable remedial measures applied to the 
suspected region. 

Dr. Epps eutirelycoincided in Mr. Quain'* 
opinions, and related a case which had been 
treuted for rheumatism, but which he re¬ 
ferred to nervous derangeineut, and cured 
by antiphlogistic measures directed to the 
part of the spinal column from which those 
nerves originated, which he considered to 
be concerned in the disease. 

Drs. Copland and A. T. Thomson also 
coincided in Mr. Quain'* views. The lat¬ 
ter speaker hedged to a*k Mr. Quain his 
opinions on the connexion of spasmodic 
asthma, with spinal derangement. He had 
several times experienced the nuvantage of 
applying cupping glasses between the sca¬ 
pula! in that disease. Mr. Quain, however, 
had not been able to collect auy data on 
this subject. 

Mr. Kino observed, that by the best 
authorities no such disease ns spasmodic 
asthma wns admitted. The continental pa¬ 
thologist* especially agreed in referring the 
affection to the heart. At this observation. 


his skull. In a few days, various alarming i Dr. Thomson was very angry, 
svmptuma arose; au operation was proposed 1 After sume further remarks from various 
by other geut'emen, but a contrary opinion J speakers, l)r. Granville gave notice that at 


was offered, in cousideuUiott of the peculiar 
syniptums of the case, which rather indi¬ 
cated nn affection of the membranes than of 
the substance of the hraiu. The event 
proved this view to have been correct, nnd 
corroborated Mr. Quain’s opinions ; for ou 


the following meeting ho would occupy tho 
preliminary half hour (beginuiug at eight 
o’clock), by noticing a paper which he cha¬ 
racterised as some “ Calumnious statement* 
contained in the report of n lecture on medi¬ 
cal jurisprudence, delivered at the Uuivcr- 


removing the dveisings that day, a bitof'sity of London, by Mr. Autos, professor of 
dried liul was found adhering to, nnd irri- j English law." In the report of that lecture, 
toting the dura mate!, ami when this was j Dr. Granville said he was grossly attacked 
removed, all the untowaid symptoms speed- j for his evidence given on a late celehrated 
; ily disappeared. I investigation. The announcement was warm- 

j-V The discussion waa thoit adjourned to the : ly applauded. 

jjlpcxt meeting. I Mr. Ktsc considered that Dr. Granville 

W _ jueed not be surprised at any-thiug which 

c . , j issued fiom so corrupt nn institution as that 

**“•*»'• **• 18 il - j to will.!. j'rof.. M or Amos w»s nttMhml. H. 

Mr. Quain again renewed the dismission ■ gave notice also, that on the same evening 
ou the diagnosis of Cerebro spinal discuses, he would bring before the Society the *uh- 
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jfict of the late disgraceful exclusion of 
naval surgeons from his Majesty’s levees ; 
but the chairman declined to receive the no¬ 
tice, which was accordingly referred to the 
Council. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 

THE J..VTK KINO. 

The first meeting of the College of Phy¬ 
sicians was hold on Thursday evening last. 
It was attended by a vast number of the 
learned and celebrated of all professions. 
Among the more distinguished visitors we 
observed the Lord Chancellor, the Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of London, 
Earl Stanhope, Lord Tcnicrdeti. the Vice- 
Chancellor, the Master of the Bolls, Mr. 
Justice James Parke,the Attorney-General, 
together with many gentlemen well known 
in the literary world. We should think 
that there were present quite as mauy bar¬ 
risters as members of the medical profession. 
Sir Henry Halford read to liis learned audi¬ 
ence u paper, of which the subject was, 
“ The effect of diseases upon the mental 
faculties.” In the course of it, Sir 11. llul- 
ford took occasion to speak of what course 
he considered it prudent fur the physician to 
adopt towards si patient of whose recovery 
no hopes were to he entertained. He aai.i, 
that, for his own part, he always kept in 
view that it was Isis duty to preserve the 
life of u patient as long as posable, and 
that for that reason he did not communicate 
to the patient himself tlio extent of tin- 
danger that impended him. From the 



they had n right to know the worst: hut if 
to prolong the life of a patient were the duly 
of the physician, it was obviously as incom¬ 
patible with that duty, us it was inconsistent 
with humanity, to alarm the sufferer, and to 
aggravate his disorder by exhibiting to his 
view the awful image of approaching death. 
The learned president then adverted, in 
illustration, to the case of his lato Majesty. 
The Prime Minister, he said, had been in¬ 
formed us early as the 27th of April that the 
seat of his Majesty 's disease was.the heart, 
and that, an effusion of w-ater upon the lungs 
was to be apprehended. This fact, however, 
was not communicated to the King; nor 
was it deemed advisable,for the sake of the 
royal patient, that the in formation of it 
should be disseminated in auy way from 
which it was likely to he conveyed to him. 
It was not until the month of May that he 
had an opportunity of explaining to his Ma¬ 
jesty the nature of the disease ; and this 
opportunity wos furnished by the inquiries 
of lua Majesty himself, who desired that he 


might be informed of the cquse of the suffer¬ 
ings he endured. The King, upou learning 
the danger of the disorder, immediately pre¬ 
pared himself for death. Having set liis 
house in order, he received the sacrament, 
and, from the administration of that holy 
office, declared that ho had received the 
greatest comfort and consolutioii. Nothing 
could be more happy’ than this disposition of 
his Majesty’s mind, and he (Sir 11. Halford) 
tli eu betook himself to explaining, us fuvour- 
ably us possible, every new symptom which 
the disorder presented. By pursuing this 
course his Majesty’s cheerfulness was pre¬ 
served, and he died without being disturbed 
by the prospect of approaching dissolution. 
Indeed, it might be said of his Majesty, as 
ilf’liad been said of one of the Homan em¬ 
perors, that he appeared not to havo died, 
but rather to have fallen into a deep and 
placid slumber. 


ItOYAL INSTITUTION'. 

EXPr.HIMK.NTa ON VKOKTAlll.F. ALKALIES. 

The second eveniug’s meeting for the 
session took place oil the 4th inst., and wnB, 
in many’ respects, exceedingly interesting. 
Professor Branrie road u paper on the 
vegetable alkalies, and many proximate 
principles resembling them, in which he 
detailed some new and curious facts in their 
chemical history. Ho exhibited the decom ■ 
position of a solution of the suhihutc of qui¬ 
nine by galvanism, by introducing the oppo¬ 
site poles of the battery into a solution of 
tlits suit iu u gluss-cill, when showers of 
crystallised quinine, were deposited at the 
negative side of the apparatus. Professor 
Brando stated, that he wus at first led to 
believe that this fact might he applied to 
the preparation of the vegetable alkalies, 
but he found on experiment that the pre¬ 
sence of the other vegetable principles pre¬ 
vented its success, lie exhibited during 
the evening some splendid specimens of this 
alkalies and other crystal Usable vegetable 
principles, prepared by Mr. Morson. One 
of these was exquisitely beautiful, namely', 
the alizarine or crystalline principle of the. 
Haim Tinclontm or madder. Uo also an¬ 
nounced the discovery, and showed a spe¬ 
cimen, of a new crystallisahle principle ex¬ 
tracted from elaterium by Air. Henley, of 
the Apothecaries’ Hail. 

In the library we noticed an admirable 
wax-model of the head of Voltaire. A 
striking but simple mode of restoring 
crumpled feathers to their natural form was 
also shown, by introducing them into boil¬ 
ing water, when, in u few miuules, their 
original arrangement becomes as symmetri¬ 
cal as over. 



TUMOUR IN THE ORBIT.-LITHOTOMV.-LEAT). 


f,?l 


EXTIRPATION qf A* OSSEOUS TUMOUR 
FROM TUB ORBIT* 

A crai,, about 1? years of age, received 
a blow with a rake, the handle of which en¬ 
tered the left orbit; she immediately full 
down insensible, but eoon recovered her 
senses, and on examination a deep wound 
was found between the upper paries of the 
orbit and the eye, the upper eyelid having 
been lacerated ; there was not much bmmor- 
rliage, and the eye dj.d not seem to he affect¬ 
ed, and remained free from iofla in motion 
during the healing of the wouud, which took 
place within u short time, and without any 
particular treatment. About eighteen months 
after the accident the. girl, who in other re¬ 
spects was perfectly well, felt a tumour 
forming below the upper eyelid, but us ft 
was not accompanied by pain or Hny oilier 
i(iconvenience, she did not do any-thing for 
jt until the tumour had acquired a large 
volume. At the time when Dr. Solzer siiw 
her, it was four years from the occurrence 
of the accident; the tumour was seen veiy 
hard, immoveable, and protruded through 
tin- orbit, hut was still completely covered 
by the eyelid ; the globe of the eye was 
forcibly pushed aside und downwards, so as 
almost to touch the left nostril; sight was 
not completely destroyed. The upper eye¬ 
lid was divided, aud the tumour havingbeen 
laid hare in its whole breadth, was lound to 
be of osseous tissue and attached to the 
orbit, but not as was anticipated by a pedi¬ 
cle, but by a broad base. The substance of 
the morbid growth was so dense as to ren¬ 
der the application quire ineffectual, aud it 
was actually found necessary to use a ham¬ 
mer and chisel to remove only portions of 
it. Towards the end of the operation, which 
lasted several hours, it appeared that a large 
piece of bone was loose, hut this could not 
be extracted, though several attempts were 
made. The patient was bled, mid had ice 
applied over the forehead; she corn plained 
of violent pain, apparently from the pres¬ 
sure which the loose piece of hone exerted 
on the eye ; for as soon as by a proper ap¬ 
paratus this pressure was lessened, the pain 
and inflammatory symptoms subsided. The 
osseous fragment, and what remained of the 
exostosis, having been subsequently re¬ 
moved by the application of the trephine, 
the muscles und vessels of tin; tye were 
found to have been so much flattened as 
almost to resemble ligaments; however, 
after some time the globe begun gradually 
to reascend into the orbit, aud in six weeks 
^alter the operation recovered its natural 
position; the sight had not suffore i at all. 
The quantity of hone removed, after having 
been dried, weighed about two ounces.— 
Nate ZtUschr.f. Nat. u. lieilk. 


LITHOTOMY in EGYI'T. 

It appears that urinary calculus is very 
frequent in Egypt, for during n residence of 
four years in that country M. Chit, chief 
surgeon of the hospital AhouZabel (of which 
we made mention in a’former number), lias 
witnessed sixty operations, of which ho 
himself performed forty. From bis report 
on this subject, it appears that of forty 
patients on whom the operation was per¬ 
formed, two only died ; of the others, eleven 
were cured between the 7th and lOUi day ; 
sixteen between the 11th and 20th; eight 
between the 22nd und 30th ; four between 
the 32ud and 40ib; and one oa the 50th 
day after the operation. In three cases of 
five, iu which varra’s method was employed, 
a recto-vesicul fistula remained; in twenty- 
four, the lateral operation was performed; 
and in sixteen, the section was made through 
the raphe. This extraordinary success is 
perhaps principally to be accounted for by* 
tho mildness of a climate in which all 
wounds heal very easily, and by the absence 
of all tendency to inflammation in most of 
the individuals operated upon, two circum¬ 
stances which have already been remarked 
by some of the surgeons of the French ex¬ 
pedition, and particularly by M. Lurrey 
himself.— Lane. Frattf. 


ON TH1> DETECTION OK LEAD. 

To the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Stu.—On reading a late Number of The 
Lancet, 1 find that Dr. Clirisiison recom¬ 
mends the employment of hydriodato of 
potash as a test for lead und its preparations; 
ami that although he does notice the import¬ 
ant objection against its use, yet he does not, 
ns you justly observe, pay it that “ special 
attention which the strictness of their inves¬ 
tigations demands.” Of course I allude to 
the property which nitric acid possesses 
of striking a yellow colour with hydrio- 
date of potash, very similar to that pro¬ 
duced by the action of hydriodate of pot¬ 
ash on the salts of lead. As, however, 
under particular circumstances, this lost is 
perfectly free from fallacy, 1 shall trouble 
you with the plan which I consider beat 
calculated for tho detection of small quanti¬ 
ses of lead by means of hydriodate of pot¬ 
ash, should that reagent be selected; not 
that I am foolish enough to churn the merit 
of an original investigation, for 1 am well 
aware that the facts i am about to state must 
he familiar to every chemist. Obtain a 
sulphurot of lead by the action of sulphuret¬ 
ted hydrogen gas, decompose this suljdmret 
by nitric acid, thus obtaining a nitrate of 
lead, following thus for the directions of 
Dr* Christiaou, aud then, instead of apply- 
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ing hydriodate of potash, add to a solution of 
the nitrate of lead, ,a solution of carbonate of 
soda ; a carbonate of load will be precipitat¬ 
ed, and which, after the necessary adulter¬ 
ation, is to be dissolved in acetic acid, em- 
ploying ageuile heat to accelerate the ac» 
tion. This acetoto of lead may now be ex¬ 
amined by meaUB of the hydriodate of pot¬ 
ash, when the characteristic appearance will 
be immediately presented, even if the quan¬ 
tity operated upon he extremely niinuwJ. 
I recommend this process chiefly, because 
it gets rid of one great source of fallacy, viz. 
tin- accidental presence of nitric acid. Acetic 
acid does not interfere with the operation of 
the teat, although it be in considerable ex¬ 
cess ; and this to the inexperienced must be 
an immense advantage. If, therefore, a sus¬ 
pected fluid yield a black precipitate by the 
action of sulphuretted hydrogen soluble iu 
nilric acid,—if this nitric solution, on the 
additiou of an alkaline carbonate, afford a 
white precipitate, soluble in acetic acid; 
and, lastly, if this acetic solution strike u 
bright-yellow colour with hydriodate of 
potaBh, we have a perfect chain of evidence 
proving the existence of a saturnine prepa¬ 
ration. 

Jn writing this notice, I have no wish to 
supersede the necessity of the reduction pro¬ 
cess, for, after all, that is the most accurate 
test. My object is to present the tjro with 
o method of employing the hydriodate of 
potash, should lie prefer that mode of inves¬ 
tigation, with certainty and success. 

° Iain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

H, Johnson, 

London, Jan. 29,1831. 

*.* Mr. Joliosou’s process is exceeding¬ 
ly valuable, end will lie well worth adopting 
in any case that may be met with. We may 
udd, that in acting on the snlpliuret of lead 
witli nitric acid, beat should not be employ¬ 
ed, otherwise & sulpbnte of lead will be 
formed. After the. applicatiou of the by- 
driodate of soda, it is perfectly easy to re¬ 
duce the iodide or lead on charcoal with the 
blow-pipe flame, when the iodine will be 
expelled,and metallic lead remain, surround¬ 
ed with the concentric circles of red and 
yellow oxide, as before described in this 
Journo!. 


st'srictous thacthes. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—Knowing (from constantly reading 
your valuable periodical) your detestation 
of all quacks, and haviug noticed in your 
Iasi number the praiseworthy manner in 
which you have exposed some of the per¬ 


centage-mongers, I tm induced to think the 
following facts may not be u a Worthy of your 
notice. First; Lshould wish to inquire 
whether you thiuk it very honourable of Sir 

C, S.—-to fold ap and direct ull bis 

prescriptions to Mr. Garden, of Oxford 
Street, telling his patients that it is the only 
plaee where the drugs can be hud genuine ; 
aud secondly, 1 wish it to be known that 

Air. V - a Burgeon of some notoriety 

at ihe west end of the town, is constantly in 
the hubit of forciug his patients to take their 
pi ascriptions to a certain chemist’s situated 
m Bund Street, between (iroaveuor Street 
and Bruton Street, at the same time telling 
them that if they go uny-wberu else be will 
not be answerable for the consequences. Do 
you consider this plan of proceeding re¬ 
spectable, or do you believe he would take 
this trouble unless he bud an interest in it,? 
But this ia not all, for 1 have seen several 
instances in which he has translated the pre¬ 
scriptions, and desired the people to prepure 
them at home, by way of depriving apothe¬ 
caries or druggists of the advantage of dis¬ 
pensing them. Jtad he only adopted this 
plan for poor persona it would he excusable, 
hut in all the instances which have come 
under my knowledge it has been done for 
rich people who could well niford to have 
them dispensed at proper places. 

A incus J t’STITIX. 

January 31,1831. 


KTZPKSNSU.V AM) cHimcniu/s hotanv. 

To tkf Editor nf Tin! l.tNCKT. Sir,—I observe 
in ihe lait i.i.l- ; ■ I Til* - I r .or you bare no¬ 
ticed in tori.. • •* , siejiheii- 

«rm anti lliuieliillY Work tm Mctik-I bmany. I 
have taken it in from the first number, -tint ac.rec 
witt« you, that It is geiiiTiilly web-eXet nud, ihougli 
I think the editors might have ninm.d • oine of 
the plal.lt, wi.ii a cannot be subtly o;dlcd medi¬ 
cinal, fir such at lead an are introduced into Modern 
practice, By thenc oiius«i<>ns much cxpenxe wuhld 
huve liectl spaieU, and the w**rk irrtitcrcd not h-v; 
luchil. Hut the priiuipul cnu*c «< my troubling 
you «hi thifrocctehitti§ lostale, lR;u J wrote some 
lime tince to the editors mukinp a few reinnikn 
on one or two of the at tides, and reminding them 
of a pledge they gu\e to ihe public, ih.il »n the 
Completion ol the work they would give nu uiiio. 
(fur; mu to the study ul hut any, free ui cxpeiixc i*» 
: tlw suiKt ruirrs, and which the hi;Ji price «•» Omit' 
pnhlicstion w-ultl amply hate enabled them to »lo. 
J In J vrnuta |iy this h.o’e mmaud the utility of 
their work, ami facilitated ;«iul promoted the i»li"ly 
ef this pleasing scientv. They have not thought 
proper to iiotiee my teller, slid I there lore mldre; * 
ywi, requeuing you to wake what n»<: of till* )on 
may think necessary. With best wishes, believe 
me,’Sir, yours tmly, 

Maim*, Jam iW. Hon but IlvrrtJtr. 

A-mumitvd'onosubi.—A correspondent observes 
nil this subject, “ As u meuiber of the law l would 
say that the knowledge which is requisite to the 
due execution of the office of coroner msv be *c, 
quin:*! by a perusal pf the Kill chapter, *id. iv, of 
ihe learned jiinck*tone\Commentaries, and Irwm 
which, I have no Iteniiaiioii in s«u ritiq: ili.it the 
medical coroner will acquire more nli.u mm inn «-u 
the Mibjett than i* jiosse-sfd by three■lourtli* of the 
legally - <-4u« a i*ti curontu s. 

" TfJoplivJwiuwyDOJi. 1 * 
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The Philosophy of Sleep. By Robert 

Macnish, &cc. &c. Glasgow. W. R. 

M'Phun. 1830. 12mo. pp. 268. 

From the author of the Anatomy of Drunk* 
enneaa, we had expected something much 
better than the work before us, which is 
rather an amusing than an instructive pro¬ 
duction, and one which contains but little 
to render it worthy of the title which has 
been given to it. It is, indeed, calculated 
much more for the general, than for the 
philosophical, reader, who will find for the 
moat part, instead of deep research or in* 
genious speculation, only common-place ob¬ 
servations and amusing stories, the latter of 
which form a very considerable portion of 
the book. Oo the other hand, the style, 
though occasionally inflated, is, for the 
most part, easy and agreeable; and the 
practical observations, though familiar to 
every medical man, would doubtless be of 
value to those numerous persons who have 
never studied or reflected on the subject, so 
that hud the work appeared with a different 
title, and with slighter pretensions, we 
should perhaps have been more disposed to 
praise than to blame it. 

After some, general observations, which 
huvt* more of a poetical than a philosophical 
character, and u very brief account of the 
modern doctrine of the nervous system, the ■ 
author proceeds to consider the nature and , 
causes of sleep, and some circumstances 
connected with it. On the first of these 
points, we find nothing worthy of notice; 
the second are ull referred to diminution of 
the sensorial power, or its concentration on 
some particular organ (the stomach, for in¬ 
stance, after a full meal), so that the brain 
has no longer the quantity of power requi¬ 
site for the due performance of its ordinary 
functions. 

No. 390. 


When, therefore,” says he, “ the senso¬ 
rial power which keeps our faculties in acti¬ 
vity is exhausted,we naturally fall asleep. As 
the exhaustiou of this power, however, is 
a gradual process, so is that of slumber. W e 
glide insensibly into it, is from life into 
death; and while the mind remains poised, 
as it were, between sleep and the opposite 
condition, it is pervaded by a strange con¬ 
fusion which almost amounts to mild deli¬ 
rium: the ideas dissolve their connexion 
from it one by one; those which remain 
longest behind are faint, visionary, and in¬ 
distinct; and its own essence becomes so 
vague and diluted, that it meltanway into the 
nothingness of slumber, as the morning va¬ 
pours are blended with the surrounding air 
by the solar heat. Previous to the accession 
of sleep, a feeling of univenal lassitude 
prevails. This sensation heralds in the 
phenomena of slumber, uud exhibits itself ia 
yawning, heaviness of the eyes, indifference 
to surrounding objects, and all the charac¬ 
teristics of fatigue. If the person be seated, 
hit head nods and droops ; and, in all cases, 
the muscles become relaxed, and the limbs 
thrown into that atBte most favourable for 
complete muscular inaction. The lying po¬ 
sition is, consequently, that best adapted 
for sleep, hnd the one which is intuitively 
adopted for the purpose. The organs of thft 
senses do not relapse into simultaneous re¬ 
pose, but suspend their respective functions 
gradually and successively j eight, taste, 
smell, hearing, and touch, parting with sen¬ 
sation in the order in which they here stand, 
and gliding insensibly away, in the same 
manner, the muscles do not become simul¬ 
taneously relaxed—those of the limbs giving 
way first, then those of the neck, and, lastly, 
the muscles of the spine. Nor do the ex¬ 
ternal senses, on awaking, recover ull at 
once their usual vigour. We, for some se¬ 
conds, neither hear, nor see, nor smell, nor 
taste, nor touch, with our usual acuteness. 
Ordinary sights dazzle our eyes; ordinary 
sounds confuse our ears; ordinary odours, 
tastes, and sensations, our nose, our tongue, 
and our touch. They awake successively, 
one after its fellow, aud not iu the same in* 
stout.” 
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The diminution of th« temperature of the i 
•kin dacwf atop, tk* increased perspire* ! 

Mfe% «fthe digestive end nu¬ 
tritive functions, with other points men¬ 
tioned % tty sqther, ere ill doubtless 
equally familiar to ecr rm&n ;, but |l* 
though it teems sufficiently obvious, we do 
not remember to have seen before the ex¬ 
planation which he gives of yawning, viz, 
that it is an effort to restore the equilibrium 
between the flexor and extensor muscles, 
the former of which, it is well known, al¬ 
ways prevail over the latter it) a sitting or 
recumbent posture. Gaping,however, which 
is a much more complicated action, and more 
difficult to be explained, is not even men¬ 
tioned. 

We have already observed, that the 
author has not often given opinions or con¬ 
clusions of his own ; he has done so, how¬ 
ever, once in this chapter, and certainly not 
very happily. 

Generally speaking, the larger the brain 
of auy animal is, in proportion to the size of 
his body, the greater is his necessity for a 
considerable portion of sleep. Birds and 
fishes, which have small brains, require less 
indulgence in this respect than most land 
animals. Carnivorous animals, also, sleep 
more than those of the herbivorous race.” 

We are at a loss to imagine how a con¬ 
clusion, which appears to be so directly op¬ 
posed to established facts, could have been 
arrived at. Man, who has, with some few 
exceptions, proportionally the largest brain, 
sleeps less than most other animals. With 
regard to fishes, so little ib known of their 
habits, that any statement of the length of 
their sleep, can be scarcely more than con¬ 
jecture ; but of reptiles, especially the ser¬ 
pent tribe, it is well kuown that they sleep 
much ; and though it is true that birds in 
general sleep less than quadrupeds, yet that 
circumstance only tends to invalidate the 
author's hypothesis; for, in a great number 
of them, the proportional size of the brain, 
exceeds that of most mammalia. From the 
corporeal, we pass to the mental pheno¬ 
mena of sleep, to dreams and visions ; the 
occurrence of these the author attributes 
to an unequal distribution of the sensorial 
power in the brain, so that while tLe rea¬ 
soning faculties aie altogether, or in a great 
measure, torpid, the imagination has free 
scope, or, in his own words, “ the imagi¬ 


nation is at work, while the judgment is 
•sleep, and thereby indulges in the maddest 
and most extravagant thoughts, free from the 
salutary check of the latter more sedate and 
judicious faculty,” ;Jn support of this opi- 
utfOi he subtequengy §dduc§p the total ab¬ 
sence of surprise, even where the objects of 
the dresra are represented in the strongest 
sod clearest manner. For this part of his 
task he appears in one respect to be pecu¬ 
liarly well filled, having been the subject of 
almost every kind of dream or vision ; and, 
together with a great number of instances, 
copied from published works, he has given 
several very remarkable ones from his own 
experience. One effect of dreams, which he 
describes, is new at least to us, and we re¬ 
gret that he baa not stated whether he 
speaks merely from his own feelings, or 
from the accounts of others. 

'* I must also mentiou,” lie observes, “ ano¬ 
ther circumstance of & somewhat similar kind, 
which, though it ocour in the waking coudi- 
lion, is produced by ibe peculiur effect of 
previous sleep upon the mind. Tims, when 
we awake in a melancholy mood, the result 
| probably of some distressing dream, the 
remembrance of all our former actions, es¬ 
pecially those of an evil character, often 
rushes upon us as from a dark and troubled 
sea. They do uot appear individually, one 
by one, but come linked together in n dose 
phalanx, as if to take the conscience by 
storm, and crush it beneath their imposing 
front. The whole span of our existence, 
from childhood downwards, sends them on ; 
oblivion opens its gulfs and impels them 
forwards ; and the mind is robed in a cloud 
of wretchedness, without one rav of hope to 
brighten up its gloom. In common circum¬ 
stances, we possess no such power of group¬ 
ing so instantaneously the most distant and 
proximate events of life: the spell of me¬ 
mory is invoked to cull them successively 
from the past; nud they glide before us like 
shadows, more or less distinct according to 
their remoteness, or the force of their im¬ 
press upon the mind. But in the case of 
which 1 speak, they sturt abruptly forth 
from the bosom of time, and overwhelm the 
spirit with a crowd of most sad and appal¬ 
ling reminiscences. In the crucible of our 
distorted imagination, every-tbing is exag¬ 
gerated and invested with'a blacker gloom 
than belongs to it; we Bee, at one glance, 
down the whole vista of lime j and each 
event of our life is written there in gloomy 
nncl distressing characters. Hence the tuou- 
tal depression occurring nnder these circum¬ 
stanced, and even the remorse which falls, 
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like bitter and ourefreshing dm, upon the 
heart.’' 

We much doubt whether inch a atateof 
mind be of so frequent occurrence u Is 
supposes, and still hu are we inclined to 
be Here that tbe dreams of children are 
often of a frightful kind, and that they are 
“ tortured by scenes more painful and over¬ 
whelming than almost ever fall to the share 
of after-life." That even alight physical 
causes will produce dreams which can easily 
be referred to them, is an undoubted fact, 
but we think the author most absurdly 
loquacious when he states that— 

“ The dropsical subject has the idea of 
fountains, and rivers, and seas, in his sleep ; 
jaundice tinges the objects beheld with its 
own yellow aud sickly hue ; hunger induces 
dreams of eating agreeable food; an attuck 
of inflammation disposes us to Bee all things 
of the colour of blood; excessive thirst pre¬ 
sents us with visions of parched oceans, 
burning sand-plains, and immitigable heat; 
a bad taste in tbe mouth, with every-ihing 
bitter and nauseous in the vegetable world; 
a mercurial course perhaps with the mines 
of Spain, from whence tliat mineral is ob¬ 
tained.” 

It has been maintained by some physio¬ 
logical writers that the mind is never en¬ 
tirely at rest, and tliat though we are more 
commonly unconscious of it we never sleep 
without dreaming. In support of this hypo¬ 
thesis, one writer (Mr. Huzlitt) has staled, 
that if n person is suddenly 
awaked at any given time, and asked what 
he has been dreaming about, Ire will be at 
once recalled to u train of associations with 
which his mind had been busied previously. 
This experiment,” says Mr. Macuish, “ has 
been tried upon myself, and l have tried it 
upon others; and 1 run satisfied, from the 
result, as well as from reasoning, that the 
statement is not correct. In some few in¬ 
stances, the persons could recollect ideas 
passing through their minds, but, in a great 
majority of cases, they had no recollection 
whatever of any such circumstauces.” 

That dreams can really have any prophe¬ 
tic power he of course denies, though he 
has related some very singular cases (of 
one of which he whs himself the, subject) 
which would almost induce a belief that 
s such whs the case. As he, however, very 
justly remarks, we have very frequently 
dreams of events to happen, but ouly pay 
attention to them when, as must necessarily 
now cud then occur, the events really oome 


to pats. The circumstance also of hidden 
events being revealed in dream* may bo 
explained in another way, via., by circum- 
ttascei Jdftjf totlttf fbjgotten being then re¬ 
called ntaaotf* fs the knowledge of 
a language spoken iO childhood baa been 
suddenly revived ddring the delirium of 
fever or other disease*. 

The subject of nightmare if separately 
treated of, snd its horrorB certainly much 
exaggerated; the immediate cause of this 
affection is referred, in every cage, to im¬ 
peded or hurried respiration, whether this be 
iuduced by an overloaded or enfeebled 
stomach, or by any other cause. The au¬ 
thor denies that this affection occurs only 
when the person is lying on the back, and 
observes,-— 

“ I have frequently had attacks of thia 
disorder while sitting in an arm-chair, or 
with my head leaning against a table. In 
fact, these are the most likely positions to 
bring iton, the lungs being then more com¬ 
pletely compressed than iu almost any other 
posture. 1 have also had it most distinctly 
while lying on the Bide, and I know many 
cases of a similar description iu others." 

The means recommended for its preven¬ 
tion are almost entirely medical, and are 
only such as are generally known. The 
much rarer affection denominated " day- 
mare M is also noticed by the author, and of 
this also lie relates an instance of wliich he 
himself was the Bubject. 

“ During the intensely hot summer of 
1825, I experienced an attack of this affec¬ 
tion. Immediately after dining, 1 threw 
myself on my buck upon a sofa, and, before 
1 "was aware, was seized with difficult re¬ 
spiration, extreme dread, and utter incapa¬ 
bility of motion or speech. 1 could neither 
move nor cry, while the breath came from 
my chest iu broken aud suffocating parox¬ 
ysms. During all this time, l was perfectly 
awake; l saw the light glaring iu at the 
windows in broad sultry Btreams; I felt the 
intense heat of the day pervading my frame; 
nnd heard distinctly the different noises in 
the 9treet, aud even the ticking of my own 
watch, which I had placed on the cushion 
beside rue. 1 bed, at the same time, the 
consciousness of flies buzzing around, and 
settling with annoying pertinacity upon tay 
face. During the whole fit, judgment was 
never for a moment suspended. I felt as¬ 
sured that 1 laboured under incubus. I even 
( endeavoured to reason myself out of tbe 
feeling of dread which filled my mind, and 
longed with insufferable ardour for some oiih 
to open the door, and dissolve the spell 
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intarpaling papers, one on the chemical con¬ 
stitution of the retina und optic uervea, by 
M. Lssaaigne; t)»e socuud ou a new Clino¬ 
meter, or instrument for the purpose of 
ascertaining the quantity of alcohol con¬ 
tained in spirituous liquors. 

M. Lassaigue commences by observing, 
that as yet but fee* tissues have been suffi¬ 
ciently studied with regnrd to their chemi¬ 
cal relations, la the examinations, how¬ 
ever, which have been made, he justly ob¬ 
serves that it ia not' unusual to find the 
opinions of anatomists and physiologists. 
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which bound me in its fetters. The fit did 
not continue stave fivo minutes i by degrees 
I recovered the use of speech ami motion ; 
and as soon aa they were sj fur restored as 
to enable me to call out and move my limbs, 
it wore insensibly away.” 

The chapters on sleep-walking and talk¬ 
ing are chiefly filled with cases and anec¬ 
dotes, but as the explanation of theso occur¬ 
rences ia taken entirely from Dr. Mason 
Good, we need not notice it here. 

When speaking of “ sleep from cold,** 
he observes, that the torpor of hibernating 
animals may be referred to this head. In 
one sense, perhaps, it may be so, but not!concerning the nature of certain products 
in that in which the author would intend, {of organization confirmed by chemical re- 
Snch animals are, in fact, in almost every ! **arcb i thus demonstrating, that in the 
case, well protected from cold, in their j*t«dy of the natural sciences it is by no 
winter quarters, and the suugneas of the j means rare to arrive at the sumo truth by 
nests of the marmot, hamster, dormouse, &c. j different inodes of investigation. At the 
has been often remarked. Though he makes | r ‘* ( l u « at of Mageudie, M. Laasaigne under- 
the assertion we have just contradicted, the ; *»'* analyses of the retina and optic 
author does not attempt any explanation of j ner/ ‘‘ s of the horse. 

the torpor of such animals, and a great part I The retina was lirst gently washed in diB- 
of the chapter is very unnecessarily occu-, tilled water, to separate uny adherent vitre- 
pied bv the well-known case of Dr.Solander. ous humour, and then dried between folds of 
We are unwilling to occupy our space blotting paper und weighed. Its hygrome- 
in noticing the remainder of the work, which; trie moisture was next expelled by expo- 
is only etjual to the portion we have already sure to a sufficient temperature, af*“r which 
gone through, and conclude at this point, operation the membrane was Ogata weighed, 
therefore, by recommending the hook to i and the difference indicated the quantity of 
those who may seek for amusement nuii a • water it contains in the natural state, and 
popular view of an in U* resting subject, which amounts to IhJ.i* per cent. The retina 
while we wurn our more studious readers, was next treat' d with boiling alcohol, which, 

not to expect to find iu it anything relative on cooling after iiltrafi.m, deposited white 
to the philosophy 01 sleep. jfiocculi on the sides of the vessel, which 

\ flocculi finally united into u white unctuous 

-- - .— | inass, soluble in boiling, insoluble in cold 

'alcohol, neutral, insipid, dissolving by a 
Jnnales de Chimie et de Physique. Par; gentle heat, and purtly soluble in caustic pot- 
M.M.Gav Ll-ssac et Araco. Oct. 1830. jassa. by which it was converted into soap. 

... , . ... . - The insoluble portion, when deflagrated with 

We regret much that the pobhcstioo of . . * . . 6 ... 

.. „ . ,. , , . ! fused nitrate of iiotasna in a silver crucible, 

this excellent periodical has lor some time i ... 

... . . . . i ! afforded with lime-water a precipitate of tli« 

back been extremely irregular. 1 he October« , , ... 

, ... , , , phosphate of lima, 

number, for instance, only reached this * 1 

country on the 1st of February, and vhen j linully, the portion of retina undissolved 
we shall have another number is as uncer- j by t ^ ie boiling alcohol was treated with 
tain an tire return of. comoi. Tli. train.,: concontrated muriatic acid, which ili«- 

liotre.er, of iu article, in alway. such an to j 6olved entirely, and tire nolotion Msumed 
make amends for the disagreeable irregu- j 8 tiot—w* ettect produced ou all con- 
larity which attends the publication of the I cri le albuminous matters, 
work. I From these experiments M. Laasaigne 

concludes, tlrnt the retina is formed of the 
same elements as the cerebral and nervous 


CIIEMJC A1. CONSTITUTION Of THE HETINA 
A NO OPTIC NERVES. 


In the present number we find two very j substance, and is composed of 
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m 


Water...0.520 

Saponifiable fatty matter,aud fatty 
matter containing phosphorus 0.005 

Albumen....... 0.035 

The optic nerves similarly examined, af¬ 
forded nearly the same results, together with 
proofs of the presence of oamazone, muriate 
of soda, and gelatine. 

NEW (ENOMETER. 

Of the new ccnoraeter invented by M. Ta- 
barie, the distinguished editors speak in 
very favourable terms, and recommend it for 
its simplicity aud facility of application, to 
the notice of all persons engaged in the ma¬ 
nufacture of alcoholic preparations. Instead 
of collecting the alcohol contained in the 
specimen for examination, M.Tabarie allows 
it to be dissipated in the nir, and he calcu¬ 
lates its qunulity by ascertaining the differ¬ 
ence in specific gravity between a standard 
specimen, and one of which tire alcohol has 
been expelled by boiling, and the loss of 
quantity replaced exactly by distilled water. 
The apparatus is extremely simple, merely 
consisting of a small vessel heated hv n 
spirit lamp ; a horizontal traverse near the 
bottom of the vessel, indicates when the 
boiling has boon carried to a sufficient 
length, by its appearing abme the level of 
the fluid : a hydrometer and thermometer 
complete the apparatus, and M. Tabardie 
has added calculated tables, which ensure 
the utmost precision in the results of the 
experiment. The renometer is used exten¬ 
sively by the. distillers in the south of ; 
France, and may be purchased for 40 franc?. 

In this number, we may add that M. Gay- 
Lussac points out the curious fact, that silver, 
which is not oxidizalde on exposure to air 
at ordinary temperatures, absorbs oxygen 
in great quantities when heated to fusion, 
and again evolves it when cold. The expe¬ 
riments of Gav Lussac satisfactorily account 
for the veyotmions of fused silver familiar 
to nasayers, aud for the loss which is fre¬ 
quently sustained during the cupellation of 
silver, by absorption of the oxide by the 
bone-ashes during the heating of the aa^ay. 


yin Essay on Combustion, By Gildert 
Hump, Esq., Student of Medicine in the 
Univ. of Lon. Taylor. 1831. 8vo, pp. 19. 
Ws are extremely unwilliug to discou- 
inge the exertions of young authors in any 


department of medical literature, but can¬ 
dour compels us to declare, that there is 
very little to approve in this publication. 
Youug writers err deeply in venturing into 
print until diligence or chance have afforded 
them materials of their own for coming be¬ 
fore the public, or until they are equal to 
the correction of error, the reconciliation of 
disputed points, or possess a very superior 
ability for re-arranging the facts of others. 
In the pamphlet before us we find no evi¬ 
dence of these qualifications, for, with the 
exception of a single page, in which Mr. 
Hume describes some peculiarities connected 
with the tartrate of lead pyrophorus, we 
cannot find a solitary sentence which is not 
to be met with in any class-book of repu¬ 
tation, clothed in more appropriate language. 
We quote the passage to which we allude, 
and from the evidence of minute observation 
which it contains, we think that if the author 
directs his attention to more original pur¬ 
suits, his researches may by-and-by ensure 
him considerable reputation as a scientific 
chemist. 

“ We now come to another, viz., the 
tnrtrau* of lead pyrophorus. The tartrate of 
lead is procured by mixing, in a state of 
solution, Hi2 grains of acetate of lead with 
sixty-seven of tartaric acid. The precipi¬ 
tate is collected, consisting of small crys¬ 
talline grains. This suit is put into a tube, 
and heated precisely the same as Homberg’s: 
the result is the pyrophorus. 1 am of opi¬ 
nion that the tartrate undergoes the follow¬ 
ing change: we have tartrate of lend, com¬ 
posed of one proportion of acid and one of 
oxide of lead ; and the constitution of both 
ultimately is,— 

Oxygen (five proportions in acid and 


one in oxide of lead) . 6 

Hydrogen (two in acid). 2 

Carbon (four in ucid). 1 

Lead (one in oxide) . 1 


“ The lead unites with one atom of car¬ 
bon, forming carburet of lead; two atoms 
of carbon unite with four of oxygen, and lly 
off as carbonic acid; the remaining two of 
oxygen unite with one of hydrogen, forming 
deutoxide of hydrogup, while the remaining 
atom of carbon unites with the hydrogen, 
forming carburetted hydrogen : this is the 
inflammable agent which burns on leaving 
the tube. The reasons why I think that 
the pyrophorus is o carburet of lead are— 
1 st, Because, on exposure to air, the lead, 
being in a state of minute subdivision, at¬ 
tracts oxygen from the atmosphere ; these 
being in opposite electrical states, the spark 
passes, inflames the carbon, which ilecom- 
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poses the oxide of lead, and again forms 
metafile lead; the beat increasing, it is con¬ 
certed into litharge, then into deuto*ide, 
and, lastly, is left as protoxide. I mention 
this a* assisting the electro-chemical theory; 
at the aame time 1 would add some other 
ftets relative to pyropborus, which perljsps 
may also tend to confirm it. 1 find that the 
combustion differs as to the substances on 
which the powder is allowed to inflame. On 
good conductors the combustion is very much 
weakened, and indeed sometimes dues not 
take place at all; whereas, on silk, linen, 
and, a bore all, on piper, it takes place very 
vividly. These are rather curious facta. 1 
was led to raakfc the observation by acci¬ 
dentally letting the' tube fall on a plate of 
iron; it broke, and the pyropborus was only 
partially inflamed merely at the surface; I 
then tried it on metals, as platinum, on 
which it inflamed better than on iron, but 
not equal to paper. This property is not 
exetarivuly confined to tartrate of lead, for 
1 have observed that tartrate of silver and 
tin, and nickel, when fresh prepared, pos¬ 
sess the property; tartrate of antimony 
does not, either with potassa or without." 


Royal Irish Transactions, VoL XVI. An 
Account of a peculiarity not hitherto de¬ 
scribed in the Ancle or Hock-joint of the 
Horse ; with Remarks on the Structure 
of the Vertehnc in the Species of Whale 
entitled Drlphinits Diodrm. By Uoujlrt 
G. Gbaves, M.D. Dublin. 

To the comparative anatomist the above 
paper by Dr. Graves must be of consider¬ 
able interest, and wo are induced, therefore, 
to publish a short analysis of it. Dr. Graves 
commences by observing, that during the 
dissection of the horse, on examining tho 
hock-joint, he found tlmt its flexion was ita- 
]>eded by a considerable resistance, which 
continued until the limb was bent to a Cer¬ 
tain extent, after which, suddenly and 
without Lhe aid of uny external force," it 
attained its extreme degree of flexion. To 
its extension he also found a similar oppo¬ 
sition, until the same period was passed, 
•* when the limb suddenly snapped into its 
extreme degree of extension at this joint.’* 
That this phenomenon depended not on the 
tendons or muscles, but on a peculiar me¬ 
chanism of the joint itself, I)r. Graves 
found on dissecting off tho former, when the 
peculiar motion was still found to continue. 
Dr, Graves remarks, before he proceeds to 
the description of the mechanism of the 


joint, u that itfootidimtly connected with 
the power the horse possesses of sleeping 
standing, for it serves the purpose of keep¬ 
ing the hock-joint in the extended position, 
so fsr as to counteract the oscillations of the 
body without the aid of muscular exertion j 
and in this respect it resembles tbe provi¬ 
sion made to effect a similar purpose in cer¬ 
tain birds, as the stork and others of the 
grallm, which sleep standing on one foot." 

Dr. Graves then enters into an elaborate 
description of the joint, from which we col¬ 
lect, tlmt the causes of the phenomenon he 
illustrates are two-fold; first a peculiarity in 
the shape of the articulating surface of the 
astragalus, which “ is not that of s given 
circle throughout, for towards either extre¬ 
mity, the descent s* more raptd, or, in other 
words, answers to an arc of * smaller circle. 
Hence, when one of tbe projections of the 
tibia has arrived it its corresponding cavity 
in tbe astragalus, which happens when the 
limb is either completely flexed or com¬ 
pletely extended, the rapid curve of tbo ar¬ 
ticulating surface presents t considerable 
obstruction to change of position. To this 
conformation tbe occurrence is partly refer¬ 
able, though principally to tbe tibin-astraga- 
lar ligaments, which exist at both sides of the 
joint, ami which, from their \-like shape, 
are most stretched at the moment when the 
greater circle of the astragalus has just been 
turned by the tibia, when the iiganvnts, hy 
their elasticity, bring the tibia into the 
locked stale hy a sudden contraction. 

Dr. Graces was originally disposed to re¬ 
fer the disease of slriny-halt to something 
connected with this structure; subsequent¬ 
ly, however, on examining two horses la¬ 
bouring under this affection, be was disposed 
to refer it rather to a spasmodic affection of 
the flexors of the limb generally, than to uny 
defangement in the structure of tho hock- 
joint. 

Dr. Grnves’a remark on the structure of 
the vertebrae of the whale are remarkable, 
inasmuch as they point out a mode, of deter¬ 
mining the age of an individual of this spe¬ 
cies, independently of its size. Dr. Graves 
observed, on examining the skeleton of a 
whale which had been captured near Dublin, 
that after the spinal column bad undergone 
maceration for a few days, the interver¬ 
tebral substance could he easily detached 
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from the bodies of tlie vertebras, and that it 
carried with it, firmly attached to each of 
its extremities, a fiat circular bone, about a 
quarter of an inch in thickness, and exactly 
corresponding in the extent and shape of ita 
surface to the surface of the body of the 
vertebra: from whioh it had been separated. 
The separation was effected with facility, 
and took place spontaneously and complete* 
ly when the maceration had been continued 
a sufficient lime. 

A slight examination of the surface of the 
vertebra is sufficient to show whether this 
epiphysis bus been detached or not • in the 
former case, the surface is marked by lines, 
diverging from the centre towards the cir¬ 
cumference ; in the latter the surface is 
marked with concentrio circular furrows or 
lines, which disappear towards the centre, 
leaving tire bone quite smooth. 


nn. rbid’s practical chemistry. 

We have carefully perused Dr. Reid's 
exposure of the criticisms to which his work 
was subjected in a late number of the Phi¬ 
losophical Magazine, and we linve no hesi¬ 
tation in asserting, that a more disgusting 
display of ignorance and malice was neveT 
made public in a journal of reputation. Dr. 
Reid is folly borne out in the reflections he 
has passed upon the reviewer. 


ON THE SPECIES OF 

CONVULSION IN INFANTS, 

r AnTICUI.AIlLY I*E8Cr.IMEl> 11Y »n. S. Cl AUKE, 
AND liKKKIN DENOMINATE 1) 

J)YSPXCEA SPASMODICA. 
By Henry Rees, Esq., M.R.C.S. 

I am rather surprised, that u a pecu¬ 
liar species of convulsion, described by 
the late l)r. John Clarke," should be treated 
of as at all uncommon or unknown. Scarcely 
a week elapses but a case of ibis species ol 
convulsion comes under my notice ; at the 
present moment 1 have two very interest¬ 
ing specimens of the kind under my cote. 
For years past, as l can prove by tuy case¬ 
book, 1 have denominated the disease 
*' dyspmva spasmodic*,” being unwilling, by 
naming jt spasmodic croup, to confound it 


with an affection from which it is totally 
distinct. It is by this species of convulsion 
that I believe most children are carried off 
who die suddenly, often in the apparent 
enjoyment of perfect health. In one day, 
at the City Institution for Diseases of Cbu- 
dreu, I saw three children expire before 
my face, apparently from impeded inspira¬ 
tion arising from spasmodic closure of the 
rima glottidis. It is with this convulsion, 
I believe, that children are frequently at¬ 
tacked in the night, when placed to lie 
horizontally, with the head almost.enveloped 
in downy pillows; and the temporary relief 
conferred by medicine is often vaunted as 
the cure of a far more unmanageable com¬ 
plaint, the real croup. The following obser¬ 
vations, hastily written, may prove useful 
to those unacquainted with the diseases, and 
at least possess the merit of being founded 
on experience. 

The disease * generally occurs in rickety 
children, or in those children who have large 
beads compared with the line of the cheafe 
who have the bones of the cranium widely 
separate, with large and numerous veins 
ramifying on the scalp; the disease is also 
common to the children of pirents of irri¬ 
table temperament, although no peculiarity 
be evident in their organization or external 
conformation. 

The disease is most frequent and moat 
fatal during the prevalence of northerly and 
easterly winds, the characteristic spasm 
being readily induced by any irritation of the 
larynx, as incipient coughs; the spasm, fre¬ 
quently, altogether subsides as the catarrhal 
inflammation ascends along the windpipe, 
and terminates in the more diffused form of 
bronchitis; the spasmodic attack ia also rea¬ 
dily induced by a sudden aud violent inspi¬ 
ration, as after crying or laughing ■, by irri¬ 
tation of the epiglottis, os in swallowing 
medicine or food ; by mental agitation; or 
even, in bad cases, by sudden movement. . 

The disease is remarkably fatal should it 
precede or accompany hooping-cough. I 
have had many children under my care 
whose death, or recovery, 1 have prognos¬ 
ticated as entirely dependent on their being 
affected or not with hooping-cough. The 
disease is geuerally fatal when it attacks 
children with imperfectly expanded or de¬ 
formed chests; the prognosis must chiefly 
be formed according either to the visible 
organisation of the child, or the predisposi¬ 
tion to irritation or inflammation of the ner¬ 
vous system inherited from the parent. I 
may illustrate the latter assertion by the 
following brief narrative A womnn, re¬ 
siding in one of the courts in Bishnpsgnte 
Street, brought to the City Institution two 

* 1 must apologise for the frequent repetition 
of the word “ disease.” 1 have consulted accuracy 
mther than deduce of stylo. 



680 


ME. REES ON SPASMODIC DYSPNOEA. 

children, the rally survivors out of a family toms, principally, I deduce the rationale of 
euten}’pipe had died in convulsions; the treatment, 
the mother was affected with incurable ner- I hove only hail the opportunity of ex- 
▼ou» deafness, and the father with epileptic amining three children, after death, from 
fits, fiy the strictest attention, and by dyspnoea spusmodica; in two of them there 
' management hereafter to be detailed, the was evidence of arachnites in milky opacity 
'eWer of these two patients arrived at a more ami serous effusion, both into the ventricles 
'advanced age than any oilier child of the and beneath the arachnoid; in the third 1 
family had yet attained, and the general could detect no morbid appearance in any 
'health of the younger appeared, for several part. 

months, quite as good as tbat of moat other The essential aymptom of the disease 
children born in London. The hopes of the apptutre to depend on apnsmodic closure, or 
parents were much excited, and in their coustriclion of the rims glottidia, resem- 
joyful anticipations I was scarcely listened bling, though with shriller sound, the stri- 
to when I informed them, that all our anxiety dulous inspiration of hooping-cough, or the 
'and care would little avail should the chil- inapiration consequent upon food entering 
drea be attacked with hooping-cough; to the larynx, or going the wrong way, ac¬ 
he brief, both were attacked with hooping- \ cording to the popular phrase. Sometimes 
cough and both died withiu twenty-four i the closure is so complete, that after r xpi- 
hours of each other. ration in ooughing, cryiug, or laughing, the 

The disease is often present in a more or • child is suddenly seised with violent con- 
less violent degree during the whole period ; vulsions, indicative of abortive attempts at 
of dentition, or until the time that twent? : inspiration ; not the slightest sound i« aud- 
teeth have made their appearnnse. The ible, and the patient dies in a few moments. 
disfMwe, though unmarked by its more im- The spasm is probably dependent on in- 
mediate and dangerous symptoms, difficult: flnmmation or irritation of some part of the 
and stridnlous inspiration, may still be re-.nervous system, such irritation, bic., being 
cognised as present by a particular contor- j preceded (at least in its obvious effects) by 
tion of the extremities, especially of the; disorder of the digestive organs, especially 
ripper, the hands heing almost constantly by disorder of the hepatic functions, us showu 
twisted inwards, with the thumb doubled; by the evacuations. 1 may remark, eu pas- 
and pressed against the palm; the disease, i snnt, that most of the. violeut, fatal, and in- 
1 here fore, will sometimes continue for more j flammatory diseases of children arc preceded 
than two years, frequently commencing so, by defective or disturbed action of the liver, 
insidiously as to be unnoticed till too late, j I may mention the real croup, or. as Mason 
and often continuing when, judging by the i Good has pedantically termed it, “ Eropres- 
absence of the spasmodic dyspnoea,'it n mi broncblemnttis,” us an instance, 
said to be subdued. 1 have known many The exciting causes oF the disease, though 
instances of children being brought to the not essential to its existence when predis- 
Institution, not us patients, but as compa-j posiug causes powerfully exist, are, impro- 
nions, in whom I have heard the slightest j per food, improper clothing, and cold bath- 
momentary sound characteristic of the com- ing. That improper food is au exciting 
plaint, the warning and audible note of im- enuae of this, as of many other disenses of 
minent peril, whose danger i have in vain children, is evident from the following cir- 
poinied out to the heedless parent, my pre- cumstunces : the disease is common to chil- 
dictions being disregarded till fatally con- dren brought up by hand, aud to those cbil- 
firmod ; it does, indeed, occasionally occur, dren whose parents are in the habit of gorg- 
tbat the disease will never proceed beyond ing them with thick indigestible food, with 
this degree of trivial aud transient spasm, strengthening food, n* they term it—bmid 
During each period of dentition the disease ami milk, for instance. Now iu children 
is in general more violent, and proves roost brought up by hand, or incessantly distend- 
fatal when the child is cutting the anterior ed with indigestible food, the intestinal 
molsres. In the greater number of CB*es I evacuations are frequently for a considerable 
have found but little difficulty in arresting period unnaturally white, the tonguo being 
the complaint when the child has beea cut- foul, and covered, to a greater or lesser ex- 
ting the incisor teoth. tent, with a greenish or yellowish coating: 

The spasmodic difficulty of breathing is then supervene, in some instances, perpetual 
generally preceded, fur several days, by do- vomiting, censing only when a quantity of 
fecrive action of the liver, ns indicated by green bile is passed with the faeces; in 
constipation, by the high colour of tlic urine, others, what are populorlytermedthewu- 
and the whiteness of the intestinal evacua- tery gripes: in others jaundice; ond in 
tions. In most instances the tongue is foul, others, predisposed to the affection, the po- 
the membranes at the fontanel]es tense and culiar species of convulsion characterised 
elevated, the scalp hot, the feet aud hands by spasmodic dyspmra. In mentioning im- 
culd. From the consideration of these aymp- proper clothing as an exciting cause, 1 oU 



MR. REES ON SPASMODIC DYSPNOEA. 


lude to the absurd, yet universal custom, of 
exposing (he arms, legs, and bosom of the 
delicate infant to a wintry atmosphere ; the 
growth of the animal body depends almost 
os much on warmth as that of the vegetable 
body, as will be evident from the effects of 
treatment presently to be described. An¬ 
other exciting cause is bathing or washing 
with cold wnter, by which unnatural pro¬ 
ceeding the body of the susceptible infant 
ia chilled during the whole of the succeeding 
duy; spare clothing and cold bathing will 
induce rickets, or that particular affection of 
the system characterized by disproportionate 
growth of the cranial and abdominal viscera, 
and imperfect development of the osseous 
and muscular systems, such affection de¬ 
pending, as 1 believe, in great measure, ou 
debility of the heart, that important organ 
being incapable of freely carrying on the 
circulation in those parts of the body chilled 
by exposure to the air. 

Treatment of Dyspnoea Spusmodica. 

Immediate death may sometimes be pre¬ 
vented, by opening the jugular vein, whilst 
the child is struggling for inspiration ; an¬ 
other means I may mention, because in one 
case always successfully adopted by the 
mother, though questionable in its general 
propriety—that of immediately lifting up 
the cliifd’s clothes, and putting it to sit. on 
a cold marble heartli ; when the danger is 
less imminent, leeches must be applied to 
the temples; it is often necessary in the 
first instance to apply them in considerable 
numbers; in renewing their application, 
however, we must be cautious of inducing 
debility; by debility, irritability is increased, 
though its energy is diminished; the fits, 
though less violent, will become more fre¬ 
quent. 1 consider leeches as temporary 
auxiliaries to more general measures. The 
ultimate ami perfect recovery of the child 
will depend on the effects of active aperients, 
and on the power they possess of rendering 
the tongue clean end moist; calomel should 
ho given every two nr tlirpe hours, combined 
with very Bmnll doses of ipecacuanha or an¬ 
timony when the tongue is dry, or with 
jalap or scammony when the tougue is foul 
and slimy. The doBe must he repeated at 
longer intervals ns the disease subtides; 
powders possess this advantage, that they 
may he smeared on the tougue in entrant 
jelly or treacle, without exciting irritation 
or consequent spasm. When the child will 
swallow readily, an aperient mixture may 
be administered alternately with the pow¬ 
ders, containing very small quantities of 
ipecacuanha and ammonia; sometimes the 
dreaded fit takes place directly the liquid 
is introduced into the mouth, either from 
choking or subsequent crying; we must then 
depend entirely upon the powders. This 


medicinol treatment must often be continued 
for several weeks, the effect being indi¬ 
cated, aa I would affirm of almost all the 
disposes of children, by the appearanco of 
the tongue—if beneficial, by its becoming 
moist and clean. When the tongue is in this 
favourable condition, when perfectly clean 
and moist, then, and not till then, narcotics 
may be given in small doses, and of all nar¬ 
cotics, I consider the hemlock, in the form 
of extract, the best in these cases. When 
there is great irritability of the nervous 
system, blisters, so often empirically end 
irrationally prescribed, are extremely dis¬ 
tressing. and often destructive to the pa¬ 
tient. Mustard poultices, or mustard bslits, 
should be made use of to the feet, night and i 
morning, the feet being afterwards wrapped 
up in flannel. Immersing the whole body in 
hot wnter is dangerous, as I have known a 
child die from the experiment. 

Lancing the gums, I have reason to 
think, is far less beneficial than is generally 
imagined. 1 never lance them in any case, 
unless the gum be prominent or tender, hav¬ 
ing seen much greater irritation induced by 
deep and ulcerated incisions, thau was pre¬ 
viously occasioned by the invisible and 
questionable distension of the periosteum, 
or what might be termed tho periodonteum. 

Not less important than the measures ren¬ 
dered necessary by the presence of the dis¬ 
ease, are those to be adopted iu counteract¬ 
ing, as far as possible, the disposition to 
future attacks; the greatest attention must 
he paid to the slate of the digestive organs as 
indicated by the tongue and the evacuations ; 
tho parent should daily inspect the tongue, 
which will often, by a central streak of 
morbid deposition, or by foulness more 
deeply situate towards its base, give notice 
of the coining danger; the urine at tbeBnme 
lime is generally lessened in quantity, less 
frequently voided, and sensibly reddened, 
even when little change is discernible in the 
appearance of the fa*ces. The lightest food 
only must bo habitually givou; the child 
should fast rather than feast, it being con¬ 
tinually remembered, that the fat and florid 
cheek so admired by the parent, is chiefly 
to be drended by the medical attendant. 
The child Bliouldbe clothed in a high dress, 
with long sleeves, wear long thick stockings » 
in cold wentber, and never have its bead 
sweltered in beaver or fur bonnets, a straw 
hat in all seasons is sufficient. When the 
feet are constantly cold, mustard baths to 
the feet should be made use of in the even¬ 
ing, flannel socks being put on for the night, 
and worn during the day. When the child 
is rickety, l have seen the greatest benefit 
derived from the use of salt-water baths at 
night, the child being immersed for two or 
ihree minutes, and then gently rubbed be¬ 
fore the fire, and put to bed between flannels 
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the clothing of tho following day being 
equally warm and uniform- I could illus¬ 
trate the propriety of this management in 
the health of living instances, but fear to 
encroach further upon your valuable pages. 
I shall merely generally state, that by this 
management I have kuown the limbs be¬ 
come uniformly warm, the skin (once pale 
and flabby) firm and florid, the muscles 
large snd'efficient in action, and the bones 
capable of supporting without yielding their 
incumbent weight: deformity will be ar¬ 
rested by position and regulated exorcise, 
and will be eventually rectified by the in¬ 
creasing energy of the constitution, 1 have 
seen, whilst the general health is improving, 
the size of the head sensibly diminish, the 
bones gradually approaching to each other, 
as well as eulai ging in size, till firmly united 
in one compact and continuous arch, when 
the danger of convulsions is almost past. 
That the size of the head docs sometimes 
perceptibly diminish, was first pointed out 
to me by a woman who for several succes¬ 
sive weeks was obliged to draw in still 
more the strings of the child’s cap, ia order 
to make it fit the wearer. 

Jan. n, 1831. 
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PERICARDITIS. 

Five cases were presented, Gentlemen, 
last week : one of pericarditis, one of St. 
VitUB'B dance, one of universal paralysis be¬ 
low the neck, one of rheumatism, onte of 
chronic gastritis. One patient died—an old 
woman, who had had chronic bronchitis for 
several years, aud came in three or four 
days only before her death, almost in a 
dying state. Of thoae cases, that of /*ri- 
rardUis is die. one to which 1 will first di¬ 
rect your attention. The case occurred in 
a man, aged 44, who had been ill, he soid, 
two months. He ascribed his complaints 
to lying in a damp bed. I may mention 
here, that there is not a more dangerous 
thing in the world tbon for a person to lie 
in a damp bed. The late Dr. ileberden 
wrote a {taper in the Transactions of the 
(,’nllege of Physicians, to make people be¬ 
lieve that it was not so dangerous as had 
been represented, and brought forward a 
number of specious argument* iu favour of 


bia opinion ; but I think the experience of 
all the world who have beds ia decidedly 
against him. How many persona do we 
not see lose tho use of their limbs—how 
many suffer severe inflammatory complaints, 
from the carelessness, I may say wicked 
carelessness, of those who have the charge 
of beds at inns and lodginga! This man’s 
illness is an illustration of the effects of a 
damp bed. 

From the time that he lay in a damp bed 
he uever could gel himself warm, and ia 
about a week acute pains iu bis limbs came 
on. In about three or four weeks these 
were succeeded by difficulty of breathing 
and palpitation. So that you observe not 
only the immediately injurious effects of 
the damp bed, but its effect in producing 
rheumatism; and you see the further fact 
of the rheumatism being followed by dif¬ 
ficulty of breathing and palpitation. He 
came here to bo an out-patient, thinking he 
could have something given to him— a Utile 
stuff as they say—u little something or 
other to do him good and get him well. 
But he was too ill to be about; 1 found 
his breathing very short, that he looked 
excessively ill. and that his pulse was irre¬ 
gular in force. 1 immediately applied the 
stethoscope to his chest, and found that 
the heart wub beating rapidly, violently, 
and irregularly. He had not complained of 
his heart, but of his chest altogether. The 
left ventricle, however, was beating with a 
bellows-sound, and on pressing the chest 1 
found the whole of the cardiac region 
tender, and, indeed, the whole of the epi¬ 
gastrium was tender. The bellows-sound 
which I heard look place at the momeut of 
the pulse, and it was heard loudest in the 
left half of the heart’s region. But the 
whole of the heart heat with equal loudness 
and strength, and with nn irregularity of 
force. It beat quite regularly with respect 
to time, but the force of the different beats 
varied. I had him put immediately to bed. 
Now I consider thi.su decided case of peri¬ 
carditis. I believe that the usual signs of 
pericarditis are such as 1 have detailed them 
in the lectures which 1 have published, and 
iu tolerable accordance with the relation of 
this man. 

** Pain in the region of the heart, some¬ 
times severe and lancinating, generally dart¬ 
ing through to the left scapula, upwards to 
the left clavicle and shoulder, and down the 
arm a certain way, and, what is remarkable, 
rarely extending quite so fur ns the elbow.” 

Iu this man there was pain in the region of 
the heart, hut it was not very ocute, not 
lancinating. But you must remember that 
the disease was only subacute, or subchru- 
nic, whichever you choose : it hud existed 
two mouths. The pain did not dart in any 
directum, either to the scapula or the clavi- 
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d«, neithetdid It attend down the um; but 
in really acute pericarditis, frequently you 
will find it go through to the scapula, up to 
the divide, and down the arm a certain way. 
It ie a singular thing, that if it does go 
down the arm, it seldom reaches the elbow- 
joint. I have said, " I lately had a case in 
which the pain extended down the forearm, 
but it did not quite readi the wrist.” " The 
pain,” I continue, “ ib increased by press¬ 
ing forcibly upon, or between, the ribs and 
cartilages over the heart." That was the 
case here; “ and by pressing with the points 
of the fingers upwards against the dia¬ 
phragm under thecnrtilageBof the left ribs— 
frequently even by pressing the epigastrium 
and lefthypochondrium in tho usual manner.” 
Here the pain was felt in pressing with the 
fingers forcibly upon, or between, the ribs 
and cartilages over the heart, and by press¬ 
ing with the points of the finger* upwards 
against the diaphragm under the cartilages 
of the left ribs. “The pain/' I continue, 
“ is often increased on inspiration and by 
lying on the left side. 1 think patients are 
usually easiest on their back." That was 
the ease with this man. I observed that 
be lay constantly upon his back. You will 
find it a general rule, in affections of the 
heart, that persons tre much leBi easy on 
their left side* and that they all prefer lying 
either on their bock or on their right aide. 
I presume the cause is, that when they lie 
on the left side, the heart being so much 
nearer the ribs, the tdhder pericardium is 
forcibly pressed,ordriven, against them; and 
even if neither the pericardium nor heart be 
tender, the heart thumps so much the more 
violently against the ribs, and a greater feel¬ 
ing of palpitation is experienced. It is a 
comparatively rare tiling for persons with s 
diseased heart to lie upon the left side. 
“ The respiration," I have said, “ is rapid, 
but less so than in affections of tho lungs;’’ 
here it was rapid. “ There is sometimes a 
cough, which is dry 1 believe this man 
had a little dry cough. “ Nearly always 
palpitation, frequently violent, at least 
upon exertion;" Lhis man bnd palpitation. 
“ Sometimes, though more rarely, a dispo- 
Bilion to syncope this man felt sometimes 
faint, hut nothing more. “ The pulse varies 
exceedingly; it is necessarily quick, and 
often, but not always, small, in proportion 
to the heart's action, and only sometimes 
intermittent and irreghlar, neither is it 
always hard or oven fullhero it wns quick, 
not particularly small, nor was it full; there 
was nothing to be noticed in the pulse but its 
quickness and the irregularity of the force ol 
itabeats; it was not intermittent. *• The 
countenance ia described as anxious and the 
features contracted; but this, 1 imagine, 
happens only when the pain is scute, and is 
dijualiy the case in pleurilisthe mau had 


anxiety of Countenance and sharpness of his 
featurei, but only enough to be accounted 
for by the difficulty of respiration and the 
pain. 

Then 1 have said respecting anscultation, 
•• The whole heart is found acting more for- 
cibly, and with a clearer sound, than in 
health.” Here it acted more forcibly, and 
with rather a clearer sound. “ Auscultation 
appears to me, however, of negative use. 
We do not discover the loud murmnr, .nor 
the sonorous or aibilous rattle of bronchitis. 
The crepitous rattle, or obscure respiratory 
murmur of pneumonia;" I should have 
written /raripneumonia, “ nor the mgopliony 
of pleuritic effusion, unless these diseases 
are combined with the pericarditis.” The 
absence of these various symptoms led me 
to exclude bo many affections, under the 
paiticular local symptoms, that the peri¬ 
carditis was the only one left. “ Neither 
have we the partially excessive or defective 
impulse or bound, or preternatural sounds 
of organic disease of the heart. In all on- 
combined cases, therefore, light is thrown 
on the disease.” There was here no par¬ 
tially excessive impulse or sound, nor waa 
there any defective sound or impulse. The 
whole heart was equally excited. I think 
if you attend to the particular marks which 
I have now mentioned, particularly pain on 
pressure over the heart and under the ribs 
on the left side up against the diaphragm, 
you will rarely mistake a cose of pericardi¬ 
tis. “ The diagnosis of pericarditis ia, how¬ 
ever,” I have said, “ thought by many to 
be extremely difficult. I-seniiec declares 
that he has frequently suspected it where it 
wob not found, and found it where he bad 
no: suspected it. By a close inquiry into the 
existence of all the marks just mentioned, I 
confess the diagnosis boa never appeared 
difficult to me." 

“ I would pRrticularlv lay stress upon the 
extension of the pain from the region of the 
heart to the scapula, shoulder, and a certain 
way down the arm—-symptoms which pa¬ 
tients will not always mention, unless ques¬ 
tioned respecting them ; and its increase on 
strong pressure upon or between tho ribs and 
cartilages over the heart, and upwards under 
the cartilages of the left false ribs.” I have 
added, “These two points I do not remem¬ 
ber to have seen mentioned auy-where,and 
the others are not dwelt upon in some of the 
best books. In Amlial’a Clinique Medicate , 
pain of the epigastrium is said to have oc¬ 
curred in some cases; but the point is not 
spoken of as if inquired into. In one vuse 
only is the extension of pain along the arm 
mentioned, and its extension even to the 
shoulder, does not seem to bure formed an 
object of inquiry." 

But you will observe, that in this man, 
besides the symptoms which l have here 
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given of paricttditis in general, there was a 
beUowa.smind. > Thi* ia now and then un¬ 
doubtedly heard in aoute pericarditis. The 
pericarditis of thus man. however, was not 
exactly acute i it had lasted two months; 
how long, therefore, the bellows sound hud 
existed, I canuot tell. In chronic pericar¬ 
ditis this is exceedingly commou, because in 
chronic pericarditis the internal membrane 
often becomes affected, particularly at the 
valves, and particu! art yaga in at the mouth of 
the aorta, and therefore you have an evi¬ 
dent reason for the bollows-sound ; iu ucme 
pericarditis this sound is rarely heard ; but 
now and then you bear it. 1 have heurd it 
in two or three cases within the first few 
days of the disease, but in general, when ] 
have heard it in acute pericarditis, the dis¬ 
ease was becoming chronic, and the sound 
continued after the disease ceased. With the 
pericarditis there had been on inflammatory 
affection of the internal membrane shout the 
valves; these had become diseased, and an 
organic affection of the heart set up \ so that 
it was not the pericarditis, but another cir- 
cum«ance united with it that caused the 
sound. Where it has beguu in acute 
pericarditis, 1 have generally heard, as 1 
have just now said, it continue after the pe¬ 
ricarditis was completely cured: and when 
an opportunity has been afforded of examin¬ 
ing n hotly under such circumstances, there 
has generally been found a disease of the 
valve* causing obstruction, or a disease of 
the substance of the heart so that the 
cavities were enlarged and the openings 
had become relatively too small. But now 
and then it undoubtedly happens, that th«- 
hellows-souud which isheanl, ceases as you 
cure the pericarditis. In this man, as soon 
as he was well cupped, the hellows-aound 
ceast-d. 1 presume, that in such cases the 
internal membrane of the beutt is intiatnt d ; 
that the lining membrane of ihe heart within 
is inflamed, as well ns the pericardium with¬ 
out, and, that being the case, a spasmodic 
constriction takes place at one of ihe open¬ 
ings of the heart. We know tliut where any 
canal is inHutned, it is very liable to be 
thrown into a spasmodically constricted 
atatu. When the urethra, for iustuuce, is 
inflamed, nothing is more common than 
constriction, such a a to interrupt the flow of 
the urine. When it ia slight, it may be 
removed by immersing the penis in warm 
water; if more severe, by putting the pa¬ 
tient in a warm bath, bleeding, leeching, 
cupping, and purging. I imagine that some, 
thing of this kind occurs in the constriction 
of the mouth of the aorta, when the belluws- 
aound is heard in acute pericarditis; because 
that it is not essential to pericarditis,is proved 
by pericarditis occurring continually without 
it; and it is proved ulsu by the frequent 
continuance of iJ uuad long after the pe¬ 


ricarditis ia cured. It is, therefore, only an 
incidents! circumstance, and I think in all 
probability arises from the inflamed state of 
the lining membrane about the mouth of the 
aorta. 

I may remark, that in all cases in which 
I have heurd the hellowa-aound during the 
acute disease, whether it has ceased with 
the disease, or continued afterwards, it ling 
always been at the time of the pul le. You 
will find, 1 Ueliev.*, in nineteen cases out of 
twenty of tho bellows Bound under all cir¬ 
cumstances, th:*t it takes place »t the time 
of the pulse ; that is to say, either at (he 
very moment, or at a most minute interval 
before it. It either takes place at the very 
moment of the pulse, or su near to it, that you 
may any it is at the same moment. It takes 
place certainly when the ventricles contract. 
This winter there must have been seven or 
eight or nine instances of bellows sound 
among my patients, hut in all it has taken 
! piace at the moniuut of the. pulse *, not one 
moment before the pulse, and decidedly not 
after the pulse. It is generally produced— 

I believe it is always produced, by an ob¬ 
struction, absolute or relative, ami that ob¬ 
struction generally occurs at the mouth of 
the aorta ; that is, usually from a difficulty 
to the escape of the blood from the left ven¬ 
tricle into the aorta. 

In tin’ case of the woman who 1 snid died 
of chronic bronchitis, besides the sonorous 
rattle all over the cheat, aud the groat con¬ 
gestion of dark blood h* the face aud every¬ 
where else, there was a hellows-aound of the 
heart nt the moment of the pulse, and loud¬ 
est in the situation of the left ventricle. 1 
could discover noli,in g more about the heart 
than that; and it was evidently not disease 
of the heart that produced all die symptoms, 
but chronic bronchitis, which she hod had 
for many years, and from which she bud 
suffered* very severely this winter. On 
opening the honrt there was decidedly a 
constriction at the mouth of the aorta—no 
thickening, but at the base of one of the 
valves a considerable induration, and the 
valve altogether contracted ; so that, instead 
of its base forming a segment of a circle as it 
should have done, it was quite spear-point¬ 
ed. and this occasioned a diminution of the 
whole circumference of the mouth of the 
aorta quite sufficient to explain the bellows- 
sound. 1 have no doubt, that for want of 
very minute examination, and from the 
want of comparative observation of healthy 
hearts, many persons pass over instances 
of a diminution of the openings that really 
exists. But 1 can conceive u diminution to 
tube place without any thickening of the 
parts, without any organic disease what- 
ever, and simply from a spasmodic con¬ 
striction. As lung us irritation is kept up 
by inflammation of the internal membrane, 
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at or about the valves, I coficwre.it very continuing*«U other disonses of the heart 
possible that a constriction may occur. follow. If you look into the cases of dis- 
This cnse certainly affords an iastance of eases of the heart, which have been pro- 
a bellows-sound in lubacute, or subchronic, duced by, or rather have followed, rheum** 
or acuto-chronic pericarditis. As I have tisra,you will find I think, io almost every one, 
said, nothing is more common than 10 have that there have been marks of inflammation 
the bellows sound in chronic pericarditis, of the pericardium. They have all seemed 
for this form of the disease is the foundation to begin in this way; ana where there has 
of moBt diseases of the heart; at least, they been no dissection, the history of the cases 
begin most frequently us the cunsequences has shown that the first symptoms were 
of inflammation ; that inflammstiou exists those of pericarditis. Aud certainly, as to 
generally also in the pericardium, so that pe- ray own experience, nil the disenses’of the 
ricarditis is one of the earliest things which heart which I have been able to see as the 
occur in diseases of the heart, nnd is cer- consequences of rheumntism, have been de- 
tuinly the forerunner of most of structural cidedly pericarditis in the first instance, 
affections of that organ. The cases that I see at the very first ore all 

It bus been known only of late years tliat pericarditis. 1 believe it is an inflammutory 
rheumatism is connected with disease of state of the pericardium which ib induced; 
the heart. As far os 1 am aware. Dr. Pit- und wlieu lliut is inflamed fiust ns is the 


cairn, of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, first 
pointed out the circumstance. He was n‘ 
very timid man, though a very sound pby-j 
sician—highly educated and informed, and; 
never could be induced, 1 believe, tp pub- j 
lists on any subject, being unwilling, proba- j 
bly, to have his opinions criticised and him-, 
selflaughed ut and censured, us all persons 
must make up their minds to be who render 
themselves public characters. But though 
it was not published by himself, he men¬ 
tioned it to his friends, and a very early no¬ 
tice was given of it by l)r. liuillie in his 
Morbid Anatomy. Sir David Dunda*. of, 
Richmond, write a paper on the subject ini 
the Medico-Ckirurgictt) Transactions ; and,; 
wbnt is very extraordinary, never made the; 
slightest allusion to what had been written' 
by Dr. Baillie and first pointed out by Dr. j 
Pitcairn. Dr. Wells, of St. Thomas’s Hos -1 
pitul, who, though considered a little proud 
und cross, wua one of the most acute men 
that ever lived (and his integrity, independ¬ 
ence of spirit, and honour, were equal to 
his acuteness), remarks in a paper in the 
Transactions of a society for the improve¬ 
ment of medical and surgical knowledge, aud 
in which ho has given a great number ol 
cases of this description, that it is extremely 
difficult to suppose Sir David Dundas could 
buve been ignorant of what had been writ¬ 
ten on the subject in so popular a book as 
Dr. Baillie's Morbid Anatomy. Sir David 
wrote with all the air of novelty, and his 
paper was printed by the Council of the 
Medico-Chirurgicul .Society, though lm hud 
not the slightest pretence to originality. 

At that time it. was said merely that rheu¬ 
matism was frequently followed hy disease 
of the heart. I believe the truth is, that 
rheumatism is frequently followed by, or 
joined, or accompanied from the first, by 
pericarditis. As far as 1 bavo been able to 
obierve, it is pericarditis which is first in¬ 
duced in most diseases of the heart. Peri- 
carditis being induced, and the pericarditis 


course with inflammation in any other part), 
every kind of organic disease will follow. 

The disease is called pericarditis, whether 
it affects the parietal portion of the mem¬ 
brane or that portion which closely invests 
the heart. Perhaps if we were to follow 
the analogy of the names of inflammations 
in the abdomen, we should call the one car¬ 
ditis und the other pericarditis. If that por¬ 
tion of the peritoneum is inflamed which 
covers the liver, we do note-all it peritonitis 
but hepatitis. It is onlv when the inflamma¬ 
tion affects that part of the peritoneum which 
is loose, that we call it peritonitis ; there¬ 
fore. whenever the close portion of the peri¬ 
cardium is inflamed we might cal! it carditis. 
But in speaking of it l have generally used 
the term as other authors have done, apply¬ 
ing the name pericarditis to inflammation of 
the pericardium wherever situated; nnd 
curditis to inflammation of the substance of 
the heart. This too is analogous to the 
names of the inflammations of the pleura ; 
for if the pulmouury pleura is inflamed, we 
do not call the disease inflammation of the 
lungs, hut still pleuritis. The same custom 
prevails in regard to the arachnoid. 

Inflammation of the substance of the heart 
itself, as an acute disease, is a rare thing. I 
have never myself seen it. You will find a 
case mentioned by Mr. Stanley, of St. Bar¬ 
tholomew’s Hospital, in a paper in the Med. 
Chir. Trans., in which the substance of the 
heart, however, had been inflamed as well 
ua the pericardium. In that case pericarditis 
J had tuken place, together with rheumatism 
of an extremity. The pericardium became 
inflamed, and contained several ounces of 
turbid fluid with flukes of lymph. It was 
covered iu various situations with a reticu¬ 
lated layer of lymph. The substance of the 
heart wus almost black with congested blood 
-—very soft nnd studded with little collec¬ 
tions of pus. Nothing could be more clear 
than that this was inflammation of the sub¬ 
stance of the organ, for extreme acute in* 
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fhwqmation l»« the effect of softening ports, removed. The poise become wtfiral io 
and prodoetag put. Two or three other strength and force; the bellows sound eeasetl 
coses ere oriwoord, bet it is comparatively for good; so that I must suppose the eon* 
a tore d ie s es*. airictiao here which impeded the Mood arose 

Treatment.—A* regards the treatment of from inflammation. He mas admitted on the 
tbit caae,it«miM more than that of inflam- ffth of January; oa the 7 th 1 cosid hear 
wttim *r sfcfc ether part—the meant, bow no heltowa wind, and from that time after- 
eeer, bate# directed to the heart itastf—to ths marda as often as 1 tiatened 1 never could de- 
a»«*4f»famiattion. Tim man was inns- tact the sound again. This was a very satis- 
distoly cupped to twenty ounces over the factory case, The man went away On the 
region of the heart. The relief was almost flfthof January (of course I had kept him 
instantaneous; the next day the heart beat till he recovered his strength), he went away 
less violently; his breath was less short ; then perfectly well snd at bis own desire, 
the pulse was more regular in force—he was When persons, however, have onee had 
dtogether better; there was no bellows this complaint, if they are exposed io cold 
sound. they are very liable to have it again, just as 

1 think I have generally observed that it is with rheumatism or any inflammation of 
local bleeding in these affections is better any other part. It is therefore requisite 
than general bleeding. It must, however,; that you should tell the patient that it if 
he a local bleeding equal in quantity to what. necessary for him to take great care to avoid 
would be a general bleeding; a few leeches! cold, and for a length of time to avoid much 
would be nothing. By local bleeding 1 do \ exercise. But though the medical man 
not mean to say, therefore, a trifling bleeding,! cures the disease thoroughly, he, of course, 
but as great as you would perform in the ! can have no control over the subsequent 
arm, only performed locally. The man in conduct of the patient, and if the disease 
question* was therefore cupped to twenty j occurs again in the same individual from a 
ounces. 1 think the result of the local: subsequent cause, that can be no discredit 
bleeding from the region of the heart itself i to the practitioner or to his art. 

(1 will not be certain, but I think so) in j - - ■ 

these cases is very much superior to general j ax, vitcs's imnce. 

bleeding. Although this man was so ill, he ! The next case, Gentlemen, to which I 
in this way got perfectly well in a short time.' beg leave to direct your attention, is that 
1 gave him from the. moment of the cupping,; of St. FUtts's Dance. I last week stated 
live grains of calomel three times n day. j that 1 hud cured u patient who had had the 
The next day bis mouth was, lie thought, a 1 disease two years; thul patient was a girl, 
little tender, so that the calomel wus then this a boy. The disease occurs much more 
given him only twice a day. It was con-ifrequently in girls than in boys. The pro- 
tinued for three or four days and then en*1 portion of girls to boys who lubour under it 
tireiy omitted; his mouth became rather I is very great. Dr. Heberden soys, that, in 
more sore—there was u decided mercurial: his experience, of the patients who had this 
effect on the constitution, and no relapse of i disease, a quarter only wore males ; tbree- 
tlie disease took place. ] fourths were fwuules. 1 made a calculation 

The disease here, therefore, was subdued j from my own experience of cases of this 
by the fiee local bleeding ; and, ns I have ;soit during six years in this hospital, and I 
often said before, no inference can be drawn i found the proportion uboul the same as that 
from any one case as to the good effect of given by Heberden. Ln the course of that 
mercury, unless the symptoms instantly lime I had twenty-two females with the dia- 
remit when the mouth becomes sore—if there ease and hut eight mules. This is the oppo- 
is not that simultaneous occurrence of the site to what occurs in epilepsy ; you will 
tender mouth and remission of the svmp- find the greater proportion of persons who 
tome, of course we are not justified in any have epilepsy are mules. 
one case insaying the mercury did any good ; The boy was fourteen years of age. You 
it is only from a series of cases treated with will find the greater number of individuals 
it, compared with a series of cases not treat- who have St. Vitus's dance are between six 
ed with it, thut an inference can be drawn, or seven years of age and perhaps sixteen 
However, this man did perfectly well. Jf or seventeen; it is about the period of pu- 
the bleeding relieved him at firet, it is to be berty, and some years before, that this dis- 
remembered that no subsequent aggravation ease is the most prevalent; this boy had it 
or relapse took place. He was of course also three years ago. You will find the 
put entirely on slops; he had gruel, tea, recurrence of the disease very common. 1 
barley-water, and toast and water, allowed have frequently Been persons who hove Imd 
him for five days. At the end of that time the disease two or even three times. J think 
n little milk was added to his diet. The that 1 have observed the recurrence to take 
tenderness of the epigastrium went quite place more frequently in the spring than at 
away—the teuderaosa over the heart was any other time. 1 have mentioned, that hs 
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bad no other symptom than that of St. 
Vitus’s dance* excepting a litile fatuity of 
look sod mind. It {9 very common in this 
disease for children to look a little fatuitoua, 
and to be bo, I believe } but as the disease is 
cured, this state of tjie countenance usually 
gives way. Nothing is more common than 
to find no other symptom than St. Vitua’s 
dappe present. In epilepsy yon continually 
have lieadach, giddiness, and a variety of 
symptoms of that kind. In many diseases 
of the nervous system you have constipation, i 
or tenderness of the abdomen, congestion, 
and so on* but iu St. Vitus’s dance very 
generally bo such thing. Children have 
their bowels regular; they have no diar¬ 
rhea—of course they will sometimes have 
(bat from accidental causes, or be costive— 
and sometime* bave fulness about the head, 
but none of these are essential to the disease. 

Symptoms .—With regard to the symp¬ 
toms in this boy, he wus more or less in 
constant motion ; he could not walk straight, 
continually twisting himself from one side 
to the other; his arms would fly about in 
every direction* and he would make such 
faces, and so wriggle his head, while you 
were looking at him, as almost to make you 
* laugh ; he was in perpetual motion. This is 
the character of the disease. Catching of 
the fingers, twitching of the head, corruga¬ 
tions of the brow, nud convulsions of all the 
muscles of the face ; extensive flexions, ex¬ 
tensions, ami rotations of the limbs; perpe¬ 
tual motion ; u rolling also of the eyes, and 
as the patient walks, you will generally see 
one foot dragged after him ; such catching 
of the tongue coutiuually and muscles of the 
mouth, that speech and deglutition are dif¬ 
ficult. This boy could not only not hold his 
bead still, but he could not speak for a con¬ 
siderable time after coming into the hospital 
with any distinctness. In severe cusea they 
cannot lie in bed, and in still severer cases 
r the convulsions contiuue during sleep, but 
generally they cease when the individual 
falls asleep Tho will lias some little power 
over the motions; and it appears there is a 
Btrong inclination to those different motions, 
which the patient cannot easily resist, and 
which lie finds same pleasure iu giving 
way to. At any rate, for a moment, if you 
give them some strong inducement, they I 
can arrest the motions, though only for u' 
moment. If they are ut all frightened the 
irritability is increased, and the motions be¬ 
come very much aggravated. You will fre¬ 
quently observe that one side of the body is 
affected much more than the other, as in 
mnny nervous diseases. Sometimes the dia- 
► ease is almost confined to one side. You 
will very frequently find, that if you seize 
one arm and hold it still, the other will be 
the more agitated ; the same with the legs, 
turd with a leg and au, arm. 


The duration of the disease is very va¬ 
rious, and if Left to itself will no doubt 
generally cease, but frequently not lor a 
very long period. The girl spoken of last 
week had had it two year*; this boy, how¬ 
ever, only a month. 

Treatment.—In regard to the treatment* 
the boy took at hip MaMni two drachm* 
of the snbearbonate of im eMpy »it hours. 
He never took any other medicine. After 
he had been in some time, as *be disease 
did not go away with great rapidity, I in¬ 
creased the dose to half an ounce every six 
hours; but if the two drachma had been 
effecting all that was necessary I should of 
course not have given him more. It was 
given him mixed with double its weight of 
treacle, and no aperient medicine at all was 
required. His diet was that of the bouse; 
there was no reason to lower his diet, for 
there was no sign of fulness of the abdomen, 
uo tenderness of the abdomen, no fulness of 
the head, nor headnch, except what chil¬ 
dren may accidentally have from time to 
time; nothing to make me lower his diet; 
indeed he was a spare little chap. Under 
that one prescription be- got well, just as 
the mun with pericarditis got well with one 
prescription of another kind. 

1 have had now many dozens of cases of 
St. Vitus's dance, which have been all cured 
by thia one remedy. There are other re¬ 
medies which are exceedingly useful in the 
disease, and will cure it, but 1 think, com¬ 
pared with all others, this will cure the 
largest number within a given time. I have 
not yet had a case in which I have failed 
with it; I mean to say, a case which has 
existed for only u few months, and occur¬ 
red in a very young person, and been pretty 
general. The disease will sometimes affect 
joniy the head, or one particular lirnh in 
adults, and continue for life in spite of every¬ 
thing. It will sometimes be general too in 
adults, and contiuue for life, but it is then 
usually united with some other nervous af¬ 
fections, perhaps with insanity or epilepsy. 
Except in the partial form of the disease, 
nndwhen it is united with other disease of 
the nervous system, you may cure it, l am 
convinced, almost always with the subcar - 
i bonate of iron. 

There is a great difference as to the time 
in which the remedy will cure it. You may 
in general cure it in from one to two months; 
1 but I have found it sometimes necessary to 
j continue the remedy for twelve weeks be¬ 
fore the disease gave way, but then it 
yielded. A person should not at all be dis¬ 
couraged. if he has to coutinue it for many 
weeks; and it would be wrong to say the 
remedy had failed, uuless in au obstinate 
case it had been continued for three mouths. 
However, if 1 found the case was not yield¬ 
ing to the remedy so quickly as 1 could 
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wish, and yet I was giving; it in full doseB, 

I should have recourse to other remedies at 
the Bame time. As the power of the remedy j 
it now well established, and the power of 
other remedies is also well established, it { 
would not he absurd to hare recourse simul-1 
taneousiy to several remedies, if that used j 
wag not answering the purpose with sufti- j 
cient quickness, so that there might be noj 
impropriety in huving recourse, at the; 
saiue time, to the cold shower-bath and \ 
electricity. j 

The sulphate of zinc has great power over j 
the disease, and will cure a greut many j 
cusea. 1 would only say with respect to it, I 
that in whatever disease it is given, it re¬ 
quires to be gradually increased from a grain 
three or four times a day upwards, and you ! 
will be surprised to iiud how many grains 
some pet sons will take without nausea. 1 
should certainly, if I gave the sulphate of 
zinc, increase the dose as long as 1 found it 
did not produce nausea. 

With respect to the bowels, I paid no 
attention to them in this case. L'ndoubl- . 
edly they were open every day ; and had j 
they not been so without aperients, 1 should l 
have looked to it. That these cases will I 
get well under purging, 1 thtuk there is no 
doubt; but I have had a great number of 
cases brought to the hospital, of patients, 
who had beou briskly and long purged, with¬ 
out having been at all belter, and some had 
even grown worse by it, through the in¬ 
creased debility niul irr.tability, and in 
which the disease gave way to tonics. 1 
believe in this hospital, iron used to be re¬ 
commended as the best remedy, long ago by 
old Meade. 

I should state, that the subcarbonate of 
iron, if given in gruel nr in mucilage, would 
generally constipate the bowels, but it ib 
most likely that the treacle which is given 
with it here, counteract* that effect. Trea¬ 
cle is an aperient, and if tnkeu alone in the 
doses I give of it, would often produce 
diarrhoea; but being mixed with the car 
bonate of iron, it has not that effect. One 
might fear that the sulphate of zinc would 
constipate, being a powerful aafriugeut—it 
is one of the most powerful astringents we 
have, but it does not produce cnustiputiou. 

1 bare frequently given from ten to twenty 
grains three times a day in epilepsy, chorea, 
ficc., without the slightest constipating effect. 

There is a form of this disease which i 
myself have never seen, but which is very 
extraordinary ; and gentlemen will recollect 
that I gave a full account ofitio my general 
lectures on the practice of mediciue. it is 
a form of the disease where persons are 
seized with a violent impulse to regular mo¬ 
tions. Here, in common chorea, the im¬ 
pulse is to irregular motions, but in the 
other the movements are regular, bo that 


patients have fits of dancing for hours toge¬ 
ther (some say for days) till they can re¬ 
main upright no longer, and down they go. 
Some have fils of running ; they will run 
from their house straight forward, till they 
reach a particular place fixed in their mind, 
and then drop down exhausted ; others will 
be seized with whirling round, and pirou¬ 
ette admirably, so that women, who have 
never been taught to dance, will be aeen 
duncing in the most graceful manner. That 
this is true, there can be no doubt. Mr. 
Kinder Wood has given the description of 
a recent case of this sort in the Medico- 
(Mrurgieal Transactions. The name was 
originally given to the disease from this 
circumstance. Chorta, I need not tell you, 
signifies a dance ; und the disease was first 
particularly noticed in some women iu Ger¬ 
many, who were seized with fits of dancing, 
and who went to the chapel of St. Vitus, 
near Ulm, and there danced till they were 
cured. “ Chorus Sancti Vtti, or St. Vitus’s 
dance," says Burton, iu his Anatomy of 
Melancholy, that? vrrlnstjng source of amuse¬ 
ment, " the lascivious dance, Paracelsus 
calls it, because they that are taken with it, 
can do nothing but dunce till they be dead 
or cured. It is so called, for that the par¬ 
ties so troubled were wont togo to St. Vitus 
for help, mid alter they bad duuced there 
!awhile, they were certainly freed. It is 
| strange to bear how long they will dance, and 
■in wliat manner, over stools, forms, tables. 
Even great-bellied women sometimes (and 
yet uever hurl their children} will dance so 
long, that they can stir neither hand nor 
foot, hut seem to he quite dead. One iu 
red clothes they cannot Abide ; music, above 
all thiugs, they love, and therefore magi¬ 
strates in Germany will hire musicians to 
play to them, and some lusty sturdy com¬ 
panions to duuce with them.' This disease 
hath been very common in Germany, as ap¬ 
pears by those relations of Slienkius, and 
Paracelsus, in his book, of madness, who 
brags how many persons he cured of it. 
Felix Plater reports of a woman in Basil 
whom be saw, that danced a ■ whole 
moueib.’ ” 

Now if these cases had been described 
only in old books, we might have turned 
from them with ridicule. But a great num¬ 
ber of things in old books 1 believe are per¬ 
fectly true, And it is only the explanation 
that is given which is ridiculous. You will 
find a case related by Dr. Walt, a most re¬ 
spectable roan, in tin* fifth volume of the 
Medico- f.'hirurgical Transactions, The pa¬ 
tient, a woman, hud various motions ut va¬ 
rious limes. She would roll over fifty or 
sixty times in a minute, and sometimes 
would be seized with a violent tetanic ri¬ 
gidity, all the time being perfectly con- 
scioui. You will had, «b 1 just laid, t cbm- 
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in tie some Transactions by Mr. Kinder 
Wood, in the seventh volume. The patient 
here alio was a female. Most queer cases 
happen in women. She dauced with grace, 
and waa delighted with music. When a 
drum was beaten, she danced up to it as cIobo 
us possible and yet (as I believe I also 
mentioned) she never before had learnt to 
danoe in her life. This woman would also 
take great pleasure in darting her finger into 
a hole in a screeu, nr upwards against a 
given part of the ceiling. She would some¬ 
times kneel down with her hands behind 
her, Bpring up suddenly, and strike the 
ceiling with her hand, so that her friends 
were obliged to remove all the nails from 
the ceiling of the cottage (Bhe was a poor 
cottager), lest her hand should be lacerated. 

It was observed, too, in her case, that there 
waa a great fondness for music exactly like 
what Burton has noticed. In her it was ob¬ 
served that a tune waa to be heard breathed 
from her mouth, if persona stood near her; 
they therefore got a drum and beat it, at 
which ahe waa delighted beyond measure; 
and it waa by perverting her musical ideas, 
that her disease was put a slop to. They 
found that if they heat out of time she in¬ 
stantly slopped. They found that if, in¬ 
stead of beating a tune, they beat a con¬ 
tinued roll, it had the same effect. Now I 
presume that all these phenomena are effects 
of irritation of oerlsin parts of the braia 
only, and as I think every part of the brain 
has its own particular purpose, 1 cannot 
but think these effects are explained by 
certain individual parts of the brain, destined 
for individual functions, being under a vio¬ 
lent state of excitement in these affections. 
Great light has been thrown on the subjeot 
by Magendie, who, by cutting a certain part 
of the brain of an animal, found the animal 
waa seized with a fit of tolling. 1 recollect 
h myself seeing him divide a certain part of 
the brain of a rabbit, aud it immediately 
rolled round and round till it got to the 
end of the table and fell off. On cutting j 
another part of the brain of auother animal, 1 
it darted forth, and made the greatest pos¬ 
sible effort to proceed, extending its head 
and paws, and taking the attitude of pro¬ 
gression. Iu some cases it has been ob¬ 
served that persons with an affection of the 
bruin had a violent desire to run forward, 
others to run backward. 


IIA'.M ATI'MESIS. 

•l Respecting the oilier cases that were pre¬ 

sented, I shall not detain you by detailing 
them, for they are comparatively of little 
importance. One was a case of haeiuateraesis 
in a female, as most frequently happens, and 
iu whom the menstruation was suppressed. 

No.m 


Very frequently a suppression of the men* 
struation is not the cause but the effect of 
disease. If a woman become very ill, tlm 
menstruation is put a atop to, but women 
ascribe all their complaints to that suppres¬ 
sion. 

The case of rheumatism I need not say 
any-thing about. 

As to the universal paralysis, if the case 
could have been cured, success must have 
beeu slow—it would have required a year or 
two, but he longed to return home, and went 
out as he came in. 


OLANDERi. 

I will take this opportunity of mention* 
ing that I have received a letter from a gen¬ 
tleman respecting the treatment of glanders 
in horses. In consequence of being honour* 
ed (and I do consider it a great honour) 
with the publication of these lectures, I re¬ 
ceive continually a. great number of letters, 
most of them—all of them, I am happy to 
say, iu the highest degree friendly. I have 
among others received oue from a gentleman 
of the name of Feddnck, but whom 1 have 
not the honour of knowing, who says that in 
consequence of the case 1 bare published on 
glauders in the human subject, he thinks it 
right to give me the information which his 
note coutuins; and I may as well take this 
opportunity of giving it publicity as any 
other, by reading the letter. It is as fol¬ 
lows 

“ Dear Sir,—Your very excellent paper 
on glanders in the human subject, published 
in the Med. Cliirur. Trans. % of which an 
analysis is given iu the Med. Chirur. Rev., 
has called to my re me mb run ce a remedy 
mentioned to me by the veterinary surgeon 
of the 15th Regiment L. G. at Cauterbury, 
in 1320, for the cure of glanders in horses. 
It consisted simply of Venice turpentine 
diffused in steuiu. The mode of application 
was by putting a quantity of scalded bran, 
mixed with Venice turpentine, into a horse¬ 
hair bag, and lying it over the horse’s head 
wrapping his whole body nt the same time 
in a large blanket, wrung out of boiling 
water, and covering him with several horse¬ 
cloths. This threw him into a profuse 
sweat, promoted free discharge from the 
frontal sinuses and nostrils, and the healing 
of the ulcerations. A cure was the conse¬ 
quence of this pltn of treatment continued 
dully, when the bones had not already be¬ 
come carious. 

** Having myself employed the general 
vapour-bath, with ten-binthinate medica¬ 
tions, in many cases of malignant sores, both 
in privste and dispensary practice, with suc¬ 
cess, you will pardon me for recommending 
to you a trial of the same feiuedy, in the 
event of more cases of glauders in the hu- 

YY 
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man subject presenting themselves to your 

notice. 

“ I have the honour to be, dear air, 

“ Your faithful servant, 

> “ H. Pedduck, M.D.” 

Of course I know nothing at all of the ac¬ 
curacy of these observations any more in¬ 
deed than the gentleman. It is right that 
auch a thing should be made public, more 
especially at this moment, when the in¬ 
halation of various substances is undergoing 
the test of experiment. I myself am trying 
the inhalation of iodine and chlorine in 
phthisis; I cannot cure phthisis; I shall 
therefore put to the test any-thing thut I 
hear of from a respectable source, or which 
appears in itself plausible. 1 hare persons 
inhaling iodine; and when a sufficient num¬ 
ber have tried it, so that I can draw any 
conclusion from the cases, I shall, of course, 
lay the result before the public. 


The cases admitted since the last lecture 
were seven. Two of secondary syphilis, 
and one of inflammatory dnipsy,’among the 
women ; two of rheumatism, one of hemi¬ 
plegia, and one of neuralgia of the leg, 
among the men. 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Feb. 19,1831. 


Tim Hvhtuian Oration wub delivered 
in the College of Surgeons by Mr. Anthony 
\Vhite, on Monday last. The theatre was 
overflowing, ami there were numerous visit¬ 
ors of distinction. Mr. Headinotom, the 
President of the year, was absent from 
illness, and Mr. Kkats endeavoured to 
fill .the chair in his stead. Of the ora¬ 
tion it is unnecessary to speak, as it 
was a performance which, iu truth, not 
only defies, but is utterly beneath, criti¬ 
cism. There were, however, some pro¬ 
ceedings before and after this ceremony 
which we think will be deemed of the 
highest importance, not only as they relate 
to the dignity of the profession generally, 
hut to the prerogatives of the members of 
the College iu particular. The latter gen¬ 
tlemen, for the first time in the theatre of / 


their own College, pressed the considera¬ 
tion of a professional abuse upon the atten¬ 
tion of the President and Council. An ac¬ 
curate report of the proceedings will be 
found in another part of our Journal. If 
the stigma under which naval surgeons and 
assistant-surgeons now suffer be not re¬ 
moved, and that almost instantly, the fault 
will rest with the President and Council of 
our College, whoso influence at head-tpiar- 
ters is almost irresistible, from the close 
manner in which several of them are officially 
connected with the Court. 


Mr. Amos, the half-occupier of the choir 
of medical jurisprudence in the University 
of London, has found an able coadjutor in 
the person of Dr. Anthony Todd Thom¬ 
son. If we felt disposed to be hypercriti¬ 
cal, the Doctor’s brief introductory lecture 
would furuish materials for a commentary 
which might run through two or three entire 
uumbers of this Journal. His materials are 
altogether crude and undigested, and are ar¬ 
ranged iu the very worst maouer; and the 
language in which he has endeavoured to con¬ 
vey his opinions to his hearers aDd to his 
readers is truly execrable. Reprehensible 
and disgusting, however, us are these de¬ 
fects of matter and of munner, the spirit in 
which this lecture is stmt forth to the pub¬ 
lic is, in our opinion, still more despicable ; 
for it is dedicated to the Hags of Rhubarb 
Hall, and, avowedly, because those bel¬ 
dames have raised their wand to drive the 
pupils from their portals, unless the candi¬ 
dates for die license preieut themselves 
with certuin costly insignia entitled “ cer¬ 
tificates." The following is a verbatim 
copy of the dedication. How the unfortu¬ 
nate writer must have cudgelled his brains, 
before he delivered himself of such a piece 
of composition! He must literally have 
beaten them to pap! Now, gentle reuder, 
your aUenlioa:— 
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" To flio Worshipful Company of Apo¬ 
thecaries, who, by Tendering imperative the 
study of medical jurisprudence, and by de¬ 
manding scientific qualifications from the 
candidates for its license, has justly] merit¬ 
ed the gratitude of the medical profession 
and of the public, this lecture is inscribed 
by the author.” 

A complete rope of sand, no two atoms 
bearing towards eatli other the slightest 
affinity. The worshipful Hags have not 
11 rendered imperative ” the study of me¬ 
dical jurisprudence; but they have, agree¬ 
ably with their constantly-displayed spirit 
of exaction, declared in their regulations, 
that students, after a certain period, most 
produce certificates of attendance upon 
lectures on medical jurisprudence. And 
this constitutes a very wide distinction, Dr. 
Anthony Todd. If the Society had re¬ 
quired that students should display in their 
examinations a knowledge of those subjects 
which are usually comprehended under the 
designation of medical jurisprudence, we 
should have been tire last to have com¬ 
plained of their conduct, or to hare con¬ 
demned Dr. Thomson for having stated 
that such a body justly merited the “ grati¬ 
tude ” of the medical profession. It is the 
certificate system, however, which we always 
have condemned, aud which we always shall 
fondemn ; for it imposes upon the student 
the necessity of yielding to a barefaced and 
unqualified practice of extortion. There 
can be no objection to the Society’s re¬ 
quiring from the candidate for the license, 
proofs of “ scientific qualifications ; ” but it \ 
is objectionable, highly objectiouahle, and 
dishonest too, to compel the student to lay 
out a certain sum of money in the purchase 
of worthless pieces of paper, and to require 
of him in addition, that Ire make those pur¬ 
chases in particular places, and from parti- 
p cular individuals. Here it is that we find the 
powerful and selfish spring which has movod 
Dr Anthony Todd to entertain such a feel¬ 
ing of “ gratitude " towards the extortionate 
llags. 1 b the regulations of the Company 


•691 

issued previously to 1837, there was the 
following 

“No testimonials of attendance on lec¬ 
tures on the principles and practice of medi¬ 
cine, delivered in London, or within seven 
miles thereof, will render a candidate eligi¬ 
ble for examination, unless such lectures 
were giveu, and the testimonial is signed, by 
a Fellow, Candidate, or Licentiate, or the 
Royal College of Physicians.” 

And towards the conclusioaof the regula¬ 
tions of the Company, issued in September 
1828, we find the following paragraph 

“ Students are enjoined to observe that 
after the 1st of November, 1838, these cer¬ 
tificates, so filled up, will be required from 
candidates for examination. After the same 
day no other testimonials of attendance on 
lectures and medical practice will be ad¬ 
mitted, except such as bear the seal of a 
university or college, and the signature of 
an officer belonging to such university or 
college, whose duty it is to sign certificates 
of attendance ou the lectures given therein: 
or such other certificates as have heretofore 
been received, if the same were obtained 
prior to the 1st of February, 1828.” 

Yes! It was necessary the certificates 
should bear the seal of a university or col¬ 
lege, if the lectures were delivered iu Lon¬ 
don, or within seven miles thereof, if the 
certificates were not granted by Fellows or 
Licentiates of the Royal College of Phy¬ 
sicians, 

Here, then, we discover the cause, or the 
probable cause, of Dr. Thomson’s “ grnti- 
i tude ” to the Worshipful Company. The doc¬ 
tor was neither fellow nor licentiate of the 
College when he was elected to a professor’s 
chair iu the University of London. Hence 
his certificates would have been prohibited 
had it not been for the exception in favour 
of the seal of a university. That this clause 
was written purposely to favour the medical 
professors of the London University, there 
cannot be the least doubt, since there was no 
such reservation previous to the erection of 
the University in GoweriStreet. Let us 
not be misunderstood. We condemn not 
the extension of privilege proffered to Dr. 
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691 INFAMOUS REGULATIONS OF THE HAGS. 

Thomson! tad other gentlemen, who, from University of Loudon? la trath,the miser- 
deficiency in Latinity, thought it prudent to able Hags, acting always upon tbe prinoi- 
refrein from applying for the license sold in pies of their trade, carry on their traffic in 
Pall-Mall East; but we do condemn, and what they have the impudence to denomi- 
hitterly too, tbe regulation which restricted nate medical knowledge, in the very wont 
the delivery of lectures in London, and spirit of the vilest monopoly corporation of 
within seven miles thereof, to the fellows, retail traders. If the student challenge an 
candidates, and licentiates of the College ; examination, why should he be required to 
and equally reprehensible do we consider show that he has expended a certain sum 
the conduct of that man, be be who he may, of money? VVbat connexion ia there be- 
who, because an exemption has been made tween wealth and knowledge ? And, fur- 
in his favour in tbe operation of a base and ther, why should he be compelled to pro- 
infamous law, would hare the world believe duce a “ certificate" to show that he baa 
that his heart is overflowing with gratitude acquired his information from one particular 
towards his despicable benefactors, for pre- class of persons? If he be well grounded 
tended advantages conferred upon the coxa- in all the elements of his profession—be 
snunity at large. qualified to undergo an examination and 

Without going further into the subject of challenge inquiry, what can be more infa- 
nbuses connected with the government of mous, what more disgraceful, in a country 
the Apothecaries* Company, we may lie which boasts of its high civilization and 
allowed to ask why that body has made a learning, than to repel such a candidate by de¬ 
special enactment in favour of the fellows daring that he can neither he questioned, 
and licentiates of the Royal College of nor granted a license, because he is des- 
Pbysicians. For, as we have already shown, titute of evidence to show that he has 
certificates of certain lectures delivered in not expended or sacrificed some two or 
London, and within seven miles, are not three hundred pounds ? The opportunities to 
deemed eligible by the Worshipful Court of acquire knowledge should be as free and as 
Examiners, if those certificates do not bear equably diffused as the air we breathe. Base, 
the signatures of fellows or licentiates, if indeed, must be the wretch who would erect 
a surgeon, for example, be a thousand times a toll-baron the high road to science. In 
more competent to lecture on the princi- order to expose the infamy and the iujuri- 
pies and practice of medicine than those ous consequences which must result from 
personages, yet this resolution prohibits imposing such restrictions upon the opera- 
liim from exercising his talents for the 
benefit of medical students, and for the 
welfare of the community. The same re¬ 
mark applies to graduates of the Edinburgh 
College of Phyaiciaus, of the Dublin Col- tof food. Wheat, if it be the produce of 
lege, and of the continental universities. England and Ireland, ia free from tax, and 
Certificates of lectures on the principles and bread made from it may be eaten, by those 
practice of medicine are not acceptable to who have money, without restraint. Not so 
the sight of the Hags, if those lectures be with foreign wheat; for grain received from 
delivered in London, or within seven miles, the continent ia subjected to a heavy tax, and 
unless the *' certificates'* be signed by this is done to benefit the landed proprie- 
fellows or licentiates of Lhe Royal College tors of England. The poor are half starved, 
of Physicians in London. This is a com- are compelled to subsist upon potatoes, that 
paoy, ia it, to be lauded by a professor of the the rich may ride in their carriages and 


lions of the mind, let us look for one mo¬ 
ment at the effect which ia really produced 
by laying similar restrictions on the ope¬ 
rations of matter when it assumes the form 
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revel in luxury. This tax upon the itomschs 
of the poor for the benefit of the lend* 
owner*, exactly reiembles the tax upon the 
minds of medical students made in favour 
of the fellows and licentiates of the Royal 
College of Physicians. Let us try the 
'Worshipful Company’s regulation, by the 
test of the argumentum ad absurdum. The 
Duke of Bedford is proprietor of Co vent 
Garden Market, and he lias the power to 
issue regulations" to be observed by the 
market-gardeners. Suppose then his Grace 
were to publish tbe following 

“ N.B. No cabbaoe shall be deemed 
eligible to be sold in this market, unless it 
be accompanied by a satisfactory certificate 
signed by the churchwardens and over¬ 
seers, that such cabbage has been grown 
in the parish of Fulham, or within seven 
miles thereof." 

Tbe restrictions'imposed by the Worship¬ 
ful Company upon the acquisition of know* 
ledge,are ten thousand times more injurious, 
and not in the slightest degree less ridicu¬ 
lous, than would be such au unprincipled 
imposition as this. A new College would 
relieve tbe plundered medical student from 
such q barbarous tax, and a new medicat. 
college lie shall have. 

Leaving T)r. Anthony Todd Thomson, 
then, to the full enjoyment of the “ pleasure 
of gratitude” towards such an enlightened 
and liberal body as the Worshipful Com¬ 
pany of Apothecaries, we must call the at¬ 
tention of the reader to a few passages in his 
lecture. The learned gentleman commences, 
ns he well might, by craving the indulgence 
of his singularly-gifted auditory. " When,’’ 
says be, “1 perceive around roe individuals 
distinguished for the extent of their learn¬ 
ing, others for the stores of practical infor¬ 
mation with which they have enriched 
themselves; when I also see among my 
auditors, gentlemen deeply versed in the 
jn'ofcssion of the law, and imbued with the 
soundest legal opinions, I cannot avoid 
being deeply impressed by the peculiarity oj 
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the position in which I am placed.” We 
should think not! 

Such is the dootor*s position while deli¬ 
vering the first sentence of his lecture, and 
in the next he contrives to place medical 
science in a position not less imposing; for 
he soys, Medical jurisprudence obtains 
for medical science a dignified attitude." It 
is a sert of Dutch-Sam position, whence 
errors in our courts of justice are laid pros¬ 
trate in all directions. 

In running through the history of medical 
jurisprudence, the Doctor expresses his sur¬ 
prise that it should have been so long ne¬ 
glected in this country. As a distinct branch 
of science it certainly has not obtained much 
attention in England; but in distinct de¬ 
partments, all those branches of knowledge 
which caa constitute a well-qualilied medi¬ 
cal jurist, have been cultivated with a de¬ 
gree of ardour which has only been sur¬ 
passed by a few of the physiologists and 
toxicologists of France. The medical col¬ 
leges and companies have been tho only 
barriers opposed to a greater degree of per¬ 
fection. At page 10, tbe Doctor informs us, 
that the chair of jurisprudence is vacaut in 
the University, “ on which account the 
course of lectures, which I have the ho¬ 
nour of introducing to your notice, has 
been ordered to be delivered this session, 
with the view of enabling the students of 
this establishment to comply with the regu¬ 
lations of the Society of Apothecaries:-— 
that corporate body, with praiseworthy soli¬ 
citude for the improvement of the general 
practitioner, requiring a course of medical 
jurisprudence, as a part of the qunlificationa 
of a candidate for o license to practise as an 
apothecary in England and Wales.” A 
“ course of medical jurisprudence " is rather 
a curious “ qualification" for a candidate 
to take with him. 

In the lltli page, after briefly adverting 
to medical testimony, os it is usually given 
in civil and criminal courts, the doctor cornea 
to this logical conclusion .—'• Consequently 
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the general wtffart of ike community ought J it ammi.-tliit witnesses were bound to 
not to be permitted to rest on the medicalj speak the truth ; to answer such questions 
evidence as usually delivered on trials, nor a*might bo propounded, distinctly and with- 
oa the •Homer in which attempt* are made out reservation, to ihe best of thair ability; 
to elicit the troth from that evidence.” It bat we knew not that they were to look to 
would, indeed, be rather aii«rd case for the consequences. Acung on the doctor’s prin. 
nation, if its welfare retted upon the eri- ciple, juries would not return verdicts in con- 
dence usually giveg by a few half-educated ■ fortuity with evidence, but agreeably with 
Aberdebk nun*, and the unmannerly beha- j their wishes, or from yielding to the dread 
viour of brow-beating counsel. ,r What! of consequences; they would forswear 
(says the doctor) are the qualifications ne- j themselves in order to screen culprits from 
cessary to constitute a medical jurist V*—| certain degrees of punishment. 

" Were! (he replies) to sketch out his cha- j Hut really there is no dealing with such 
meter in its most perfect form, there is ! a farrago of nonsense withia a moderate 
scarcely a single point in the circle of science j space. We have only yet reached the t.1th 
with which he ought not to be familiar." j out of :>1 pages, and here we shall throw 
This is true enough, and the doctor must be down the lecture, dedication and all, with 
a modest man to have assumed the office of feelings of disappointment and disgust, 
teacher while auch a conviction remained There are, however, some other “ point* in 
upon bis mind. But genius ia ever retiring, the circle,” which will demand a few con- 
The lecturer, with all bis research, has not eluding words in our next number* 
been enabled to determine whether * c iraner ■■ 

ought to be a medical man. Yes, gentle 

render, Dr. Thomson is in the chair of modi- R^ltAL COLLEGE OF t'URGEONS. 
cal jurisprudence, and confesses in “that February 14, 1831. 

position,” that he has not “ sufficient!y re- 

. . ... , , ' HUXTEBIAN OUATIOV.—■ISStLT TO XAVAL 

fleeted on the subject to bama a rorr de- sun cross. 

<!ia«l opinion.” Po«t«iu- wili -uflet deep- fs . coa „ qtlftlcc of ,|„ „ Mic , in t v Ia „ 

lv from this neglect. The doctor's deculed. Number of Tiil La mu, which intimated 

opinion would bar. been tawtaaMe. because I “, d f 10u 

r : his Majesty m levees ought lead to u disvii*- 

he is evidently “ imbued with the Bouadest sion amongst the naembm of tin* C-dh-ge on 
legal opinions.” and entertains the most; “tcaaion, the theatre was crowded to 
. . ... .. i excess at an early period, oik! by u little 

profound sentiments concerning the quail-] after fimr f ,’ c iock, the steps h ading to the 

fientions and ^duties of medical witnesses..doom were all filled by members anxious to 

■« IV- evidence is required to be circa in «*« •tabt.ioa.ttoujb b, Hat tie* not a wat 
1 could be procured. 

an opeu court, the eyes of the world are On Mr. WAKt.rv’s entering the theatre, 
upon the witness, and it is presumed that he about half an hour before the commence- 
. . „ T , - „ , „ . ,,, ment of the eiutiou by Mr. Whuk, bo whs 

“ «?***• Poor fc!,ow! lle *<*'* received w,<i. loud cbm., intrrn.in^Ld .tab 
ot much of the law of evidence ns will enahlfi a few hisses. Shortly after he had taken 

him to ptmtnHe tht mlmlims ./ ammrl ! "! '>>« •-»«. h« >®« “»Sw Coileje, and 
* „ , , _ , , 1 thanking the members for Uie kiud and flat- 

Uevor folio.!-“ To foreaeo tbo mu.- wring mn „ mr in wbll:Il ,|,„ y | IU | been 

quenee* of his answers,’’—those arc the pleased to receive him , he proceeded to ob- 

rcry words of th. writer-" and to here tw > °, r cir l t “ msll ‘“ cl ' a °. f 

J greBt importance hud induced him to stand 

some idea beforehand of the nature of the forward to addreaa tho oaaemiiUul College. 
cjueatioUH which ho will lie required to U« I'leaumed tbal every eentleman in that 
.... , , . theatre wits na unaioua for the preservation, 

answer. Ihe doctor .. a strange being. W1 ,, r „ re ,„ a prosperity of tin. prufca- 

We had always thought,—foolishly enough sion as himself, mid he was sure that no 
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gentleman then present, whatever might be | 
hie feelings relating to matters connected j 
with the government of the College, would j 
for one moment tolerete an insult offered to! 
any individual member of the profession,! 
much less to such an importuut and nuraer- ( 
ouftbranch of their body, as tliat of the naval j 
surgeons. He wished to call their particu¬ 
lar attention to an order which had recently 
been issued by the Lords of the Admiralty, 
prohibiting the attendance at the King's 
levees of the surgeons and assistant-sur¬ 
geons of his Majesty's navy. {Cries of j 
shame.') He hoped, however, that there were j 
gentlemen present who had served in the! 
navy, and if there were, those gentlemen j 
must be much more competent to discuss; 
the tendency and merits of that order than 
himself. He would sit down, therefore, and 
wait patiently, to give any or every such 
gentleman an opportunity or cowing forward, 
in order to rescue his brother officers from 
unmerited degradation and intuit, though, 
if there were no such gentlemen present, 
nor any one who might not feel an equal 
internet in the subject with himself,—if, in 
a word, no ether gentleman came forward, 
then he [Mr. Wakley) as forming an inte¬ 
gral part ef the most important of the pro- 
fessiomt which rusted many civilized coun¬ 
try, would consider it to be his duty to sub¬ 
mit one or two resolutions to the notice of 
the gentlemen of the College them assem¬ 
bled. ( Loud ekeers.) 

Having waited several minutes, Mr. 
Waki.iv was called for from different parts 
of the theatre, when he again rose and said, 
that with their permission he would read the 
resolutions which he thought it would he 
right to propose; afterwards it would be for 
the members to determine whether it would 
he right, to discuss the propriety of adopting 
those resolution*before or after the delivery 
of the oration. ( Cries of Note, now.) He 
proceeded to read the proposed resolutions, 
which were ns follows:— 

1. “ That the surgeons and assistant- 
surgeons of the British navy, are gentlemen 
of the highest respectability and piofeasional 
attainments, and that by their tnlents aud 
perseverance in the faithful discharge of 
their arduous duties, these gentleman hove 
rendered the most eminent aerrices, not 
only to their brave brother soameu, but to 
the whole of the people of England. 

“ 2. Tliut this meeting has seen with the 
utmost astonishment, and with feelings of 
deep-rooted regret, an order issued from 
the Admiralty to exclude from the levees 
of the King the surgeons and assistant- 
surgeons of his Majesty’s navy. That the 
President and Council of tiiis College be, 
therefore, respectfully requested to memo¬ 
rialize the Lords of iho Admiralty on the 
subject of this order, and to enforce!)! the me¬ 


morial the claims of the surgeons and mist* 
oat-surgeons of the British navy to the re¬ 
spectful attention of all classes of his Majes¬ 
ty’s subjects, and to pray that the order 
under which they have been excluded from 
the presence of their Sovereign, may he 
immediately and wboHy rescinded.” (Loud 
applause foUlnued the reading of these re - 
solutions.) 

You know, gentlemen (continued Mr. W.), 
that old birds are not to tie caught by chaff, 
and 1 need not tell yon that it is most mate¬ 
rial to determine whether these resolutions 
should be adopted now or not, because if 
the aubject be postponed until after the 
delivery of the oration, the Provident and 
Council may then very unceremonioosly 
walk off, and leave us to address the closed 
doors. (Laughter and cheers.) There is 
not time, certainly, to go fully into the merits 
of tbe question, unless we interfere with the 
regular proceedings of the day, but what¬ 
ever may have been tbe warfare which I 
have carried on Bgainst the system of go¬ 
verning this College, 1 can assure my bro¬ 
ther members, that nothing is further from 
my intention than to annoy or inconvenience 
those gentlemen who are about to attend 
for the purpose of assisting in the ceremony 
connected with the delivery of the oration, 
i merely come forward to assist in vindicat¬ 
ing the rights mid characters of those gen¬ 
tlemen who have been so grossly insult¬ 
ed by the order from the Admiralty, God 
knows that they have had insnlla enough 
offered to them already ; and if there be any 
delay in asserting their rights and honour, it 
is impossiblo to say what they may not 
have, to submit to hereafter. {Hew, hear.) 

1 would therefore ask the Lords of tbe Admi¬ 
ralty this question :—Why are not the sur¬ 
geons of his Majesty’s navy enti tled to equal 
respect with the surgeons of his Majesty’s 
ariuv 1 ( Cheers.) The latter medical officers 
are not excluded. Yet in my opinion there 
ia not any-thing more pleasing in the ap¬ 
pearance of a red coat, than there ia in that 
of a blue one. For rayown part I prefer the 
letter, for it' there be any importance to ho 
attributed to the colour of the coat, T must 
say that we ought all to entertain a higher 
respect for the wearers of the blue. If it 
had not been for tbe latter heroes, we 
might at this moment have been the slaves 
of some foreign nation. Probably it will 
now be better to ascertain the opinion of the 
meeting on the subject of tbe resolutions. 
Any discussion may be gone into after the 
oration has been delivered, without inter¬ 
fering with the specific business of the day. 
Possession is nine point* of the law, and 
there is no place ao proper for the members 
to discuss such questions ns in the theatre 
of their own college. {Cheers, and hear, 
lu-ar.) Tbo members surely form a portion 



m THE TKfftJLT GPfEEED TO NAVAt SCKGEOIfS. 


of Che GoUi|i ( ev« if they U wteluded 
iron the Wito araisg from & parucipa- 
t*» » Mr- ^ ©iwuiatiag medium ” (hear 
oasrot see why they should 
U taukudud from taking part it* th* mow- 
rwuttof thaw own Collegu. I wiUeonclude 
■If jropttiftg the fimVweolutMm (already 
fiwsr rioae), adding, tfat1have some here 
without having acted in concert with any 
<m*. There here been no m»ei, no hole- 
and-corner proceedings. I have drawn up 
the resolution*roughly end hastily, and 1 
do not even know whether they wil) be se¬ 
conded. I think it my duty, however, to 
submit the first to the meeting. [JppUmte.) 

Mr. G aslan o said he felt great pleasure 
in seconding the resolution. In doing so he 
hegged to state, as an old member of the 
Collage, who had in days gone by, himself 
worn a red coat, that the red coats had alao 
been insulted, though it was a long time ago. 
In Egypt and in some other par's, where 
they had undergone the severest and most 
arduous duties. Lord Huntingdon, or some, 
body shout him, did not consider the mili¬ 
tary assistant-surgeons worthy of wearing 
the medals which had been distributed to 
other officers, even though some of those 
others were only ensigns and cornets. 

Mr. WaM.ey said, as they had no chair¬ 
man the proceedings might he a little irre¬ 
gular, but the members would recollect that 
it was by so means unusual for affairs in 
that College to be conducted without a head. 
(Soars of laughter,) 

Acting as chairman, he then put the reso¬ 
lution to the meeting, and it was carried 
with acclamation, not a single hand being 
held up against it. 

Having moved the first resolution, Mr. 
Wakley hoped Borne other gentleman would 
propose the second, and be should feel much 
pleasure in passing it to him for that pur¬ 
pose. 

Mr. Kino rose and said he should feel 
happy in proposing it. (Cheat.) la doing 
so it was scarcely necessary for him to ad¬ 
vance any-thing on the subject which had 
called for these proceedings, as it must be 
deeply interesting to every member of the 
profession. The “order” alluded to could 
either only have been issued with an inten¬ 
tion of offering the grossest insult, or from 
downright negligence, lie was incHuedto 
ascribe it to the latter cause, for he cnuld 
not be induced to think the Lords of the 
Admiralty could have been seduced from 
any cause whatever, into an act calculated 
to put so great a blot on the surgeons of the 
British Navy. Where would llird Kelson 
have been when he received the wound 
which required the amputation of his arm, 
had there not been a naval surgeon close to 
him to amputate. ( Cheert .) The thing 
■poke for itself, and he had no doubt that as 


soon as a proper representation «f tha sab- 
jectwaamsde to the Admiralty, tha •* order” 
would be rescinded. Mr. King concluded 
by reading the resolution, and. sat down 
•ndatioud applause. 

Mr. Gsoaox WiLcm seconded the teao- 
don. 

At this moment considerable merriment 
wet caused by some gentlemen on the etaira, 
who were unable to gain admission, loudly 
eseleiming, “The opposite side move •* a 
little,” when some respondent within imme¬ 
diately replied, “There’s no opposite side; 
there’s only one side here.” 

Mr. Walley took the tense of the meet¬ 
ing upon the resolution, which, like the for¬ 
mer. w as carried amidst the loudest cheers, 
when Mr. Wakley said, that having so far 
succeeded, it was now their duty to complete 
the work which had been ao well begun, be 
would therefore move that Mr. King be de¬ 
puted to state to the President and Council, 
immediately on their entering the College, 
and in their offtcinj capacity, the nature of 
the proceedings, and the request contained 
in the seeond resolution. Several gentlemen 
immediately rose to secoud this resolution, 
which waB carried unanimously. 

Mr. Wakley, amidst much laughter, con¬ 
gratulated Mr. King ou his 14 accession to 
the high office which had just been conferred 
upou him.” 

Mr. Kino thanked the members for the 
honour, and said he would endeavour to 
discharge his duty in au efficient manner, 
but he thought it might be more respectful 
to the Council to send a message to them in¬ 
forming them of what hud passed, or to wait 
upon them on another occasion. 

Mr. Wakley objected to tins course, but 
would leave it t<» the decision of the meet¬ 
ing. He then put the question, when it 
was resolved unanimously that the commu- 
nication should he made to the President 
and Council immediately ou their entering 
the College. 

In a very few minutea afterwards, the 
president (Mr. Kkate) having taken the 
chair, aurrounded by the Council, and a 
large concourse of distinguished visitors, 
Mr. King immediately rose (amidst cries 
of 44 Mr. King”) and said— Mr. Pkrbidf.vt, 
it is, Sir, with feelings of great pleasure, 
and of profound respect, that 1 am the hum¬ 
ble interpreter of this meeting, in stating 
to you that two resolutions have been 
passed respecting an order lately issued 
from the lords of the Admiralty to exclude 
the surgeons and assistant-surgeons of his 
Majesty’s navy from the levees— 

The Phlsidknt. —JSir, 1 am very sorry to 
interrupt you in aoy-thing you have to say, 
but 1 think the business of the day ought to 
be attended to before any-thing else. The 
only notice we have, is to atttnd here fur 
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the purpose itaudin the peper \ end I think 
it would be extremely irregular to enter 
upon any other inject, while the order-of 
the day stands undischarged. 

A gentleman inquired--Will the Presi¬ 
dent end Council remain after the oration 
i* over ? 

The President.—-I have no eort of ob¬ 
jection I am sure. Before, however, the 
orator cornea in, 1 beg to make one sugges¬ 
tion, end that is, that if there be any state* 
ment to be made of anything for which 
the assistance of the Council is required, 1 
am sure the Council will be extremely 
happy to receive it; end I should beg to 
submit to the meeting, whether it would not 
be better to present the statement to them in 
another way. It oannot be very interesting 
to the visitors, to have any matter dis¬ 
cussed here ( Cries of “ 0 yes, yes;” — 
“ It's exceedingly interesting ”—“ It's most 
interesting to us ”). 

Mr. Wakley.— If it be likely that the 
discussion will prove disagreeable to the 
visitors, we can wait very patiently till 
those gentlemen have retired. (Laughter.) 

The President having agreed to wait after 
the oration was over, the Council at the 
same time making no objection to his 
assent to this proposition, Mr. \Viutb, the 
appointed orator, was introduced, und com¬ 
menced reading his—God knows what to 
call it. It was a most extraordinary jumble. 
Names, places, events, dates—in fact oil 
sorts and manners of things were thrown 
together in most admirable disorder, and 
with the exception of the fact, that Mr. 
Ahern K-rjiY had retired from the active 
duties of the Council in cousequence of in¬ 
disposition, it contained not a single pani¬ 
cle of news which could interest the merest 
tyro in the profession. 0, yes! We had 
forgotten. The orator informed the mem¬ 
bers, that Sir William Blizard was the 
NEsron of modem surgery; and for con¬ 
veying tikis intelligence, he was pretty well 
coughed at, and hooted by his auditory. 
But Mr. White was in an eulogistic hu¬ 
mour. He lauded every-thing and every 
body, front Mrs. Belfook’s lea-kettle up 
to the College mace, and from Sir Anthony 
Oyster up to Sir Astley Cooi-er. It was 
a caw caw oration, and we should not be 
surprised if Mr. White, the orator, were 
here after to be recognised by the oognomeu 
of Ca»v White. Nothing could have been 
conceived in worse taste, and nothing could 
have been more disgusting in practice, than 
the altogether-out-of-place, and, in most ol 
the instances, unmerited praises, which were 
bestowed upon the members of the council 
then present. It was really a most sicken¬ 
ing exhibition ; nor was Mr. White’s man¬ 
ner one whit better than bis mutter. lie 
delivered the thing called an oration in the 


▼oioe of § Gnome. One was almost forotd 
to believe that the sound issued through a 
orator from the bowels of the earth, so un¬ 
alterably, so profoundly, so nmbliagly mo¬ 
notonous was the tww of the orator’s voice. 
He commenced in & 4 three tinea below the 
stave, antkbeendeAjn G,ihm lines below 
the stave. We nec m mee A hm to take die 
part of Ninua, the ghost in Semi r a aide, 
or the part of the qvmstvr in Franken¬ 
stein ; not, howevet, as. die latter cha¬ 
racter has been represented in the drama of 
diet name, but as described in the extraor¬ 
dinary metaphysical novel so called. If 
there be a scarcity of patients in Parliament 
Street, and if the worthy orator be gifted 
with a tante for theatricals, from the speci¬ 
men of bis peculiar powers exhibited on 
Monday last we are of opinion that he 
would be pre-eminently successful in re¬ 
presenting the non-naturals. Wemusttske 
a more extended range in our search after an 
orator than the ranks of the Council. Mr. 
White having, after much labour, delivered 
himself of the contents of his paper— 

Mr. Kino robe and said—Mr. President, 
I rise, Sir--*. 

The President, turning to Mr. King, I 
shall return. Sir, in' a minute after 1 have 
conducted the visitors out. 

The President uow left the theatre accom¬ 
panied by a few, and ouly a few, of the 
visitors. He himself certainly returned iu 
about two miuutes, but not so his gown, for 
he had left that behind him. The greatest 
interest was now excited. With a falteriog 
voice the President then addressed himself 
to the members thus.—I beg to say that 1 was 
placed in this situation unexpectedly, for in 
consequence of the illness of Mr. Heading- 
tun, I was obliged to take upou myself the 
office of President for the day, but I now 
consider myself totally unauthorised to act 
as President, but as un individual of the 
Council; having stripped myself of the robe, 
l am ready to hear any-thing that you may 
be pleased to state. ( Strong marks of dis¬ 
approbation) 

Mr. W alley, with considerable emphasis, 
1 hope, Sir, there will not be committed, ou 
the part of yourself, or of the Council, a 
violation of any real or implied coutr&ct 
which was entered into with the members be¬ 
fore the oration began. I understood, pre¬ 
vious to tho commencement of that ceremony, 
that there was a distinct and solemn engage- 
ment entered into between the President, 
Council, and Members, that the President 
and Council would remaiu after the oration, 
and consent to be addressed as such, and 1 
decidedly object to their being now ad¬ 
dressed in any other character. ( Loud and 
continued cheers.) 

The President. —I think itwould be very 
unreasonable to suppose the Council are met 
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may to h.*r it.wd communion* it Is Mr. WAHtiv.—TImt would b, to import. 
Ik* Coowll (Mm* dmutitftuiin «u «t deviation from the spirit of one of tho 
flflft eptwf do* the p «rt of the members, resolution*. It is there stated, that tlte Pro. 
WM Mv4*f that such conduct was per- sidcttt and Council of the College should be 
with the pterions tots requested officially to address the Lords of 
«ftfc*6w»cil.) the Admiraltyj and 1 distinctly mderatood 

It was proposed by some gentlemen that the President to say, that, ea one of the 
amputation from the members should wait Connell, he would consent to receive the 
hptm the Council in private. notice officially. 

Mr. Wasliv objected to sucha proceed- The President.—I beg your pardon. I 

ing, sodat the «me time sarcastically said, rauat hare been pexfeeuy misunderstood 
that the engagement entered into to hear then, because l stated, that as an individual 
Mr. King had not been made between the 1 could do nothing but receive it from you as 
Alembert end the President’s/own, but be- sa individual, if yon wiahed it to be hid 
tween the Members and the President him- before the Council. The Council ere not 
self, when he first entered the theatre, assembled now. Many even of the Council 
(Cheers and nines.) who were here have left 1 suggested, that 

The President.— 1 did not very distinct- the better way would be, that the resolu- 
ly bear the latter part of that gentleman’s tions should be addressed officially to the 
observation, but I have no hesitation in say- Council. I am ready to interfere as an in- 
ing that the Council will receive auch a dividual just as you may direct; but it 
deputation, and that they will consider it as teems to me not to require one moment's 
official. j discussion. If any application be made tn 

Mr. King.—-I was about, Sir, to sav when the Council, they ore bound to receive it, 
you entered this assembly, that it was with ! and to act upou if. 1 cannot, as a member 
feelings of profound respect and great plea- • of the Council, say what the Council would 
sure that I was the humble interpreter of the , do upon it; that is impossible. It is for 
wishes of this meeting, who desire to ex* the ( unwil to sar what they will do when 
press to the Council their astonishment at; they nre assembled for the purpose of cwi- 
an order issued, or said to have been issued,! sidering what is proponed to them. But 
by the Lords of the Admiralty, respecting! with ti view to something like regularity, f 
the surgeons ami assistant-surgeons of his ; should take the liberty of suggesting nr.am 
Majesty’s navy. This meeting has passed that the better way will ho for you ton<i- 
two resolutions which, for the sake of saving; dress the Council, and 1 am sure they will 
your time and our own, l think 1 had hotter girt- you an answer, f can only a»v, as an 
read at once. ( Mr. King here read both the : individual, l shall pr,r<u*n # it to the Council 
resolutions, and then continued.) 1 beg if you think proper, hut if you address the 
leave to observe, Sir, that the meeting Council, they must receive your application, 
regretted that they were obliged to pro-j Nir Asm v Cooyi k.—G entlemen, I shall 
ceed somewhat irregularly; but ifever there i detain you only for a moment. 1 feel with yon 
was a coup iTccfot necessary, it is on this j entirely the impropriety, if l may so ex¬ 
occasion, when such a monstrous order has j press myself, of the order that has been 
been issued to the injury of our profession, issued by the Lords .of the Admiralty. 

The Pbksidf nt.— Now may I beg to ask j ((ft taring, and cries of “ Bravo , brara,'*) 
whether you wish me to present this as a Our profession bus been gradually rising in 
memorial from this meeting to the Council, rank, and if you follow the steps which iinvo 
or whether you will be good enough to ad- been pointed out to you in this day’s ler- 
dress the Council officially with a copy of ture, you must become proportionately ele- 
these resolutions ? With great submission i vated as you become scientific. ( Laughter.) 
should say, if you were to address the Coun- To become scientific, ia the only mode by 
oil with a copy of them regularly, it would means of which you can arrive Btthe high 
be the better way. character which our profession ought to hold. 

A Cientleman said they were the unani- I know of no reason in the world why a 
mous resolutions of a meeting of the profes- divine or a lann/rr should be better received 
sion. at Court tbau an English surgeon. ( Great 

The P«ks! nr, nt.— The next meeting of applause.) 1 shall not enter now into their 
the Council will he in April. comparative merits, but 1 will aey, that if 

Mr. Kino.—I believe the meeting could (hero be one person more useful than ano- 
not intrust them to a more able person than ther to the state, whether in peace or in war, 
yourself, since we well know the confidence an Knglish surgeon is that man. ( Hear, hear, 
gur well-beloved Sovereign has placed in and cheers.) But, gentlemen, if you w ill 
you, and therefore l propose that you be permit me to give you one word of advice, 
kind enough to present them as an official it will bo this. I will answer for it, there 
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ii not« meabor of our Council who will 
not be Tory happy to meet a deputation from 
you for the purpose of considering the best 
mode of carrying your wiabe* into effect. If, 
therefore, you will have the goodness to 
depute six individuals to meet the Council, 

I oould almost say that I can promise for 
the Council that they will be proud end 
happy to meet them. If so, all you have to 
do will be, aa I aay, to select six gentlemen 
to meet the Couucil, and to send to the Col¬ 
lege to see when it will be convenient for 
the Council to assemble. {Applause, With 
marks of disapprobation.) 

Mr. Waxley.—I agree most cordially 
with Sir Astley Cooper in every-thing 
the bon. Baronet has advanced which re¬ 
lates to the unparalleled utility and re¬ 
spectability of our profession, ft conviction 
which prompted me, in the absence of a more 
competent individual, to bring forward the 
resolutions which l have had the honour of 
submitting to this assembly; but it should 
be remembered, that if we meet for the 
purpose of supporting the honour of on ab¬ 
sent branch of our profession, we ought not 
to be unmindful of what is due to ourselves 
in this place {hear, hear ); if a contract 
has been entered into with us this day, it 
is our boumlen duty to have that contract 
fulfilled. {Hear.) ’it was agreed that the 
President and Council of the College should 
remain after the. oration was concluded, to 
hear “ officially " the resolutions which had 
been Rgreed to by this assembly. But now we 
are told that Die President aud Council are 
rot here in their official capacities, and under 
such conditions 1 for one will make no ap¬ 
peal, nor take any step for the purpose of 
addressing the Council of the College after 
I quit this theatre. {Cheers.) 

The President.'— 1 hod uo intention of 
taking the chair to enter into this dis¬ 
cussion. 

Mr. W akt.ev,— I nm not nu s we mb I fl for 
wlial that gentleman intended to do. 1 only 
know what he stated lie would do. The 
resolutions were carried unanimously, and 
it was agreed that they should he submitted 
to the Council officially on this occasion. 
Gentlemen, you have spoken this day in 
your oum theatre, a circumstance which is 
extremely objectionable in certain quarters. 
{Hear and laughter.) You have been told, 
too, that if you follow the doctriues incul¬ 
cated in the oration you have just heard, 
you yourselves will become exnlted and re¬ 
spectable ; but I ought to tell you, that the 
very individual who was the subject of that 
oration, John Hunter himself, would have 
been excluded from the profession, had he 
Commenced Ids career under the existing 
by-laws of this College. (fjoml cheering 

and confusion amongst the Council ) 1 wish 
not, however, now to enter into that subject. 


COLLEGE MEMBERS. 

The President.—I f I am to be consider¬ 
ed for one moment aa entitled to the respect 
that ought to be paid to the chair, I beg to 
say that I consider the business of die day to 
have been finished by these resolutions bar¬ 
ing been put into sty hand. I asked the 
question, afterwards whether 1 was to con¬ 
sider that they werp pot into my hands for 
me tol»y officially tbs Council, and 
ss 1 bare had no spectfio. to that 

question I shall conclude thw Twato do so, 
and shall do it accordingly. Besides, the 
business of the day 1 consider to be finish¬ 
ed, and I really think the suggestion of $ir 
Astley Cooper ought to be adopted. Tbit* 
however, is for die members to determine 
upon; but I think there can be no necessity 
for my stopping any longer, and I hope, 
therefore, I shall be allowed to make my bow, 
professing myself ready, as I have always 
been, to do any-tbing as an individual that I 
possibly could to forward your wishes. 

Mr. Wakeby. —Will the members of the 
Council who are present receive the resolu¬ 
tion officially, and act upon it accordingly 1 

The President.— 1. think 1 have stated 
my Huswer to that question already. 

Mr. Thomas (one of the Council).—A 
misumlerstamling has taken place respect¬ 
ing the Couucil, as it appears to mo, which 
1 think I shall bo able to explain in a few 
words. The members of our College hnvo 
thought proper to address us as if we were 
here os members of the Council. Now, on 
this occasion, we are no more to be taken as 
a delegated body from the Council thou any 
other number of the members of the College 
present at this meeting. It would be neces¬ 
sary, therefore, that we should be called to¬ 
gether and meet as the Council, if we are 
to be addressed us bucIj. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances 1 sliould say that the suggestion 
of Sir Astley Cooper ought to be adopted by 
the meeting. Aa to ourjtaking cognisance 
of any-thing passing here as the Council, it 
appears to me to be clearly impossible. 

Mr. 'V as ley .—I shouldhnve no objection 
to meet the Council in this theatre publicly 
in the presence of the members. 

Mr. Thomas. —But, Sir, if you recollect, 
the proposition of Sir Astley Cooper was, 
that a deputation of the members of the 
College should bo appointed to meet tho 
Council. 

The President. — 1 have stated thus 
much that 1 will act officially in loving the 
resolutions before the Council, and l have 
no doubt the President and Council will he 
ready to receive them. At the snme time, I 
think th« first resolution is perfectly uncalled 
for; because nobody could for a moment think 
of making it a question, that the surgeons 
of bis Majesty’s navy arc respectable j the 
second one. is the only one lequiring the 
consideration of the Council. 1 have, how- 
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ever, received Am raaolotkm* to ky tktm 
before the Cou»eil, and which l shall do, un¬ 
less I as informed that you will present 
them in soother way. 

Mr, Wiim.Mt ia quite clear that the 
aeoood resolution only waa intended for the 
Preaidant and Council. The first resolution ia 
merely axpressive of an agreement amongst 
oonelvea upon a particular point, and it 
nrna the natural fulcrum upon which the 
eecoud was founded. 

The President.— I can only say that 
both have been put into my hand*. 

Air. Wailev.—Aw we then to under¬ 
stand, Sir, that you consent to receive the 
second resolution ofioUlly t 

The Peisideimp^—U sdoabtedly ( Cheers.) 

Mr. W a elk y*— Very well. We hare done 
our duty, and it remains for the President 
and Council to discharge theirs. Further, 
1 feel great satisfaction in baring been 
enabled to diversify the annual entertain¬ 
ment (Applause aud laughter, —amidst 
which the President, Council, and members, 
retired from the theatre; the latter appa¬ 
rently in high spirits, and much pleased 
with the result of ihc proceedings.) 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAI. SOCIETY. 

Saturday, February 11 th, HWi. 

Mr. Da cor in the Chair. 

DR. ft R AN VI Ll.E AND SIR. AMOS,—I.IOATt'RI. 

Of TIIC INNOMIVATA AND SOIlCLA VI AN. 

Dr. Granville rose pursuaut to notice, 
to call the attention of the Society to the 
impropriety of intrusting lawyers with the 
important duty of teaching medical juris¬ 
prudence, a brooch of science of which, he 
said, they must be utterly ignorant; aud 
was proceeding to refute the statements 
made in the London University by Mr. 
Amos, when a member spoke to order. Di. 
A. T. Thomson followed on the same side, 
stating, that medical men should 11 mind 
nothing but medicine,” and not “ presume 
to interfere in public matters counected with 
the interests of their patients.” 

Mr. King, who was sitting in a part or 
the room where he could not catch tbe eye 
of the President, immediately rose lo reply 
to Dr. Tbomsnn; but as the decision of the 
Chairman had instantly been given against 
hearing Dr. Granville, Mr. King said, lie 
had only to ask whether, in a cuse. of such 
urgency, he might not be permitted to show 
that, witb the very bent intentions, the 
Cha:rmau had fnllen into an error 1 (Chair, 
chair.) If not, he should move that the first 
regulation of tbe Society be read. Alter a 


pause, the President declared tkis proceed¬ 
ing to be irregular; upon which tyr. King 
gave notice, tut on an early day he would 
introduce a new regulation respecting net- 
ten to be discussed in the Society. After 
these preliminaries, Mr. King read an ex¬ 
cellent paper ou a new plan for tying the 
innominate and subclavian arteries, the latter 
between their origin and tbe scaleni mus¬ 
cles, which we hope to be able to give en¬ 
tire ia our neat number. The paper wm 
received by a very large attendance of mem¬ 
bers with greet applause, to which the ex¬ 
cellence of the anatomical details and the 
operations founded upon them well enti¬ 
tled it. 

Mr. Bosuxll said be had frequently tied 
the innominate in Mr, Brooks's theatre by 
tbe same process; but he should consider 
it madness to take up the subclavian arte¬ 
ries so near their origin upon the living sub¬ 
ject. 

Dr. G a an villi suggested, that as the 
last speaker had been accustomed to these 
operations only for the purpose of putting a 
syringe into tbe vessels, he had, perhaps, 
proceeded witb less caution than was neces¬ 
sary to enable him to judge of the practica¬ 
bility of taking them up scientifically. 

Mr. Costello, Dr. Stewart, and some 
other gentlemen agreed. tint if the pleura 
were wounded in the process, it would not 
be sufficient to cause the operation to be 
rejected, as there waa abundant evidence 
that such lesion was not of necessity mortal. 

Dr. J.its wished to move a vote of thanks 
to Mr. King for his paper, but, at the wish 
of Mr. King, it was not pressed. 

It waa understood that a paper would be 
read next week hr Dr.-, on the influ¬ 

ence of the imagination and the passions in 
disease. 


REFORM IN THE DUBLIN COMPANY OP 
APOTHECARIES. 

7b the Editor of Tub Lancet. 

Sir,—I t has often surprised me bow it 
came to pass that the Apothecaries' Hall of 
Dublin should have eluded your observation, 
it being a body of all others (not even ex¬ 
cepting tbo “ Old JIsgB of Rhubarb Hall'* 
ill London) requiring the indispensable aid 
of jour antiphlogistic weapon, which lias 
been used with such decided and marked 
success in various instances not now ne¬ 
cessary to recapitulate. For a period of 
forty years has the profession of pharmacy 
in irelund been groaning under abuses 
heaped upon it by a body of men ycleped 
“ the governor, directors, and proprietors of 
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the Apotheetri*** Company,” from the lat¬ 
ter of whom the governors and directors are 
chosen, who go through the form nfaa elec- 
tioo in the month of August of each year— 
the same mm (with one or two excep¬ 
tions perhaps) being invariably re-elected, 
whence it happens ns s matter of course that 
no change or improvement is to be expect¬ 
ed—such being, to all intents and purposes, 
a perennial, end not an annual directory. 
In order to become eligible for the office of 
a director, jrou must be a shareholder 
(i.e. a proprietor), for which your pocket 
must be accountable in the sum of 3901. or 
3.50/. Now it so happens that the poverty 
of the profession is so great, that few, very 
few indeed, can command that sum, the re¬ 
mit of which is, that many highly-talented 
and eminently-gifted men are debarred from 
liking a part in tke management of their 
profession—a man's capability for taking 
office in that august body, being rated 
aceording to th* dimensions of his purse, 
nod not of his understanding. Were I but 
to mention the various charges and com¬ 
plaints made against this " ruliug power," 
your patience would be exhausted, and my 
time unprofitably spent in entering into dis¬ 
graceful details. Suffice it to say, that at 
last a spirit of reform has evinced itself 
amongst us ; for our leader, we have gotten 
a man of the most unflinching, upright, and 
uncompromising principles. A man who 
is the most eminent in the profession of this 
country, and whose name has shed lustre on 
the pages of science at home and abroad. 
Professor Donovan is the individual 1 al¬ 
lude to, who, disgusted with the illiberal 
line of policy pursued by the Mary Street 
junto towards his professional brethren, and 
finding their understanding so stultified in 
that corrupt corporation (except so far as 
regarded pounds, shillings, and pence'), de¬ 
clined acting as their governor, when he 
found all his efforts towards remedying the 
abuses so loudly complained of, were treated 
with neglect and scorn; his liberal and 
highly-cultivated mind could rrot tolerate 
or countenance their selfish and narrow¬ 
minded form of government. Under his 
auspices, therefore, 350 out of 1000 apo¬ 
thecaries in Ireland are now appealing, and 
with confidence, both to the mperial parlia¬ 
ment and an enlightened administration, for 
a redress of great grievances and for free¬ 
dom from the degrading bondage in which 
they have been fettered by the inefficiency 
and ignorance of a few dozen of overbear¬ 
ing and purae-proud monopolizers. On a 
future occasion I shall again recur to this 
subject, and in the mean time subscribe 
myself, yourz, &c., 

A Zkai.oub Irish Medical Reformer. 

Dublin, Feb. 1,1»31. 


HOWOHSABLE CONDUCT OF PR, ADDISON AT 
OOV’S HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of Th* Lancet. 

Sir,—B elieving that nothing which in the 
slightest degree affect* the interest of the 
medical student wilt be considered unworthy 
of notice by you, I *h*ll not apologise for 
addressing you upon the following subject. 
You are aware that the lecturer on materia 
medics at Guy’s Hospital professes (in the 
hospital prospectus annually published) to 
give lectures twice a week, vi*., Tuesday 
and Friday evenings. Finding, however, 
soon after the commencement of the course, 
that he could not get through the aerlet of 
lecture* in the prescribed term of = four 
months, »nd at the same time do that am¬ 
ple justice to his subject which he wished 
(and which every one in the habit of hear¬ 
ing Dr. Addison will allow that he does), 
he determined to give a third lecture every 
Wednesday morning ; and this he continued 
to do till, inconsequence of haring received 
some intimation from a portion of his class, 
who were attached to another school of ana¬ 
tomy and medicine in the neighbourhood, 
that the hour of lecture (half-past nine a.m.) 
on Wednesdays, prevented their attending 
another oourse of lectures which was de¬ 
livered at the Baid school, but that if it 
were altered to nine o’clock, it would not 
interfere with such course of lectures. I 
say, iu consequence of an intimation of this 
kind, Dr. Addison proposed to the class, on 
Tuesday evening last, that the Wednesday's 
lecture should commence at nine instead of 
half-past, and this proposition he put to the 
vote, promising, that if the majority were 
against the measure, he would return the 
money of those with whose arrangements 
(made under an idea of there being hut two 
lectures delivered in a week) the Wednes¬ 
day lecture of half-past nino interfered. The 
majority, Sir, (influenced, perhaps, by that 
spirit of party iuto which it is so natural foe 
young men to enter without much consider¬ 
ation) decided against the alteration) and 
the const quence which must result from 
this decision is, that the loeturer (acting, as 
he doubtless will, up to his promise) will 
hare to return upwards of a hundred guineas 
(the number of the minority exceeding 
twenty-five), solely and entirely through 
his honourable and’conscientious conduct in 
resolving to treat his subject in the fullest 
and most satisfactory manner, since by cut¬ 
ting off the extra lecture he might of course 
have retained the whole sum. It is not 
often, Mr. Editor, that we see lecturers ex¬ 
ecuting. or desirous of executing, more than 
they professed or engaged to do ; nor is it 
an 'example very likely to be followed, 
when, as in this instance, a lecturer will 
lose a considerable sum merely because (to 
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use a vulgar metaphor) he is desirous of 
presenting the students with a better article 
than they bargained for. I am aware of the 
unpopularity of materia medics lectures in 
general; no one, 1 think, however, who 
attends these will fail to allow them to be in 
the highest degree practical, comprehen¬ 
sive, and interesting. In addressing you 
upon the subject, Sir, in this very imper¬ 
fect and hasty manner, 1 am actuated by no 
other motive than au earnest desire to see 
endeavours of ao disinterested a nature to 
add to the acquirements and benefit of the 
pupil, encouraged rather than repressed , and 
by a sense of regret at witnessiug the silent 
appeal made to the liberality nnd good feel¬ 
ing of the class rejected. I have not the 
pleasure of Dr. Addison’s acquaintance, 
neither am I attached to any oilier school 
thau Guy’s. Will you, Mr. Editor, with 
our accustomed kindness, give some slight 
int upon this subject in au early number of 
your truly valuable periodical, and by ao 
doing prove yourself to remain (now as well 
as before being so great a politician) the 
pupil’s friend. Youra respectfully, 

GuYEKttlS A. 


SCIENTIFIC BONE-SETTERS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —Seeing in your valuable publics* 
tion an account of l)rs. Trolly, Mason, and 
Co., I give you a super-excellent cnseofone 
of these worthies. A tradesman, an inha¬ 
bitant of a market town ten miles from 
Boston, took a son about ten years old to 
Dr. Trolly; when he went into the room, 
the Doctor was torturing a lad, a pauper 
(sent by the parish authorities from the 
same place), by attempting to straighten a 
contracted knee with diseased bone. When 
it came to the little patient's turn the father 
stripped him, and took him forward to the 
Doctor, who immediately exclaimed, with¬ 
out making any inquiry as to the cause or 
situation of the injury, or taking an exami¬ 
nation, that the left shoulder was out; and 
after pulling him about for five or ten 
minutes, told him, “ he had set it/’ placed 
the arm in a sling, received his fee and 
dismissed him. When he returned, his 
mother perceiving that the sling was not 
put upon the arm that was injured (which, 
by-the-by, had escaped the notice of, 
the father), sent for me, when 1 found 
the right clavicle was fractured, which 
being treated in tire usual manner, soon 
enabled him to use his arm as before, prov¬ 
ing that “ the regular doctors know some¬ 
thing of bone-setting,” I sm, Sir, Yours, ; 

A Surgeon-Apothecary. I 

Donington, near Spalding, Lincolnshire. I 


CASS xn waicb 

A FCETUS WAS PASSED BY 
THE ANUS. 

By John Davies, Esq., Surgeon , Coleshill. 

I was required for the first time, May 
the 10th, to visit Mrs. C., fetal. 39, a 
thin delicate-looking woman, on account of 
an accession of febrile symptoms, when I 
received from the patient and her attend¬ 
ants the following history of her case. 

She had been married several years, and 
enjoyed uninterrupted health until the month 
of February, 18125, when she had reason, 
from the signs usually indicating that atate, 
to believe she was pregnant for the first 
time. Soon after the commencement of the 
second month, according to her calculation, 
she received a sudden Bhock fiom a fall, 
which was speedily followed by uterine dis¬ 
charge, that continued in variable quantity 
for three weeks, at the end of which period 
pains came on resembling those of labour, 
accompanied with frequent desire to mnke 
water; and a tumour, supposed to be the 
child, could be. fell on the left aide of the 
abdomen, so that it was considered the pa* 
tient was about to miscarry ; the pains 
however went off, though she continued 
very unwell until the middle of the seveuth 
month, when they returned with redoubled 
violence, attended with most distressing 
sickiit-ss. The tumour was now, by her 
own account, most perceptible on the oppo¬ 
site side of the abdomen to that it first occu¬ 
pied, to which place it moved during the 
pains, and here it ever afterwards continued. 

She was, at this stage of her complaint, 
attended by Mr.-, a surgeon of ac¬ 

knowledged talent and ability, who stales, 
in answer to my inquiries on this subject, 
that he was unable, on examination by the 
vagina, to detect the os uteri; that her 
pains were violent, resembling those of la- 
hour, and that they continued for some 
space without producing any other effect on 
the system than that of reducing her 
strength very much; indeed, the patient 
herself asserts, that at this period of her 
sufferings, she was unable to turn herself in 
bed for at least a month without assistance, 
and thnt the pains never entirely left her 
until November, when, lor the first time 
since January, she experienced a return of 
the menstrual discharge, which continued 
to appear at intervals of five weeks or a 
month, till she became an inhabitant of 
Coleshill in February, 1826, and from this 
1 period until I first visited her, which, as I 
; before mentioned, was in the May of the 
same year. Hearing this history of her 
case, aud from her leucophlegmutic appear¬ 
ance, I was induced to suspect she was la¬ 
bouring under some disease of the uterus, 
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end therefore instituted a careful external 
examination, as well as oue by the vagina. 
By the former I discovered a tumour situ¬ 
ated on the right aide of the abdomen, about 
the aixe of the foetal head, hard and painful 
to the touch ; by the latter I could not de¬ 
tect the ob uteri, though I was unable to 
identify any other important change or de¬ 
viation from the natural state of the parts. 
As the case wua so obscure, 1 treated the 
patient with palliative remedies ouly, and 
she continued with little alteration in her 
symptoms, and with slight hopes of her re¬ 
covery, until August, when her mother one 
day informed me that the menstrual dis¬ 
charge came by the anus. On examination, 
however, by this passage, as well as by the 
ragina, 1 could gain no additional informa¬ 
tion as to the nature of her complaint. Soon 
alter this occurrence, a horribly fmtid dis¬ 
charge became permanent from the rectum ; 
but her case still continued in the same ob¬ 
scurity, and her health waa apparently sink¬ 
ing under the constitutional irritation in¬ 
duced by the disease. She contrived, how¬ 
ever, to go on in this state fur many months, 
and it was not until the month of October, 
1827, that any change worthy registering! 
took place; but about this period she be¬ 
gan, for the first time, to complain of severe 
cutting pain on evacuating the bowels, 
which led me to examine her motions fre¬ 
quently, by which proceeding I discovered 
ut different times, between this mouth and 
January, 1823, most of the large boneB of a 
fuhus, apparently of about six months ; I 
also extracted several from the rectum. 
These bones, which I have in my pos¬ 
session, consist of the temporal, parietal, 
occipital, humeral, costal, femoral, the ver¬ 
tebrae, &c. During the process of their 
removal from the system, the tumour of the 
abdomen very sensibly diminished in size; 
llie discharge from the rectum gradually 
ceased, and the patient’s health progres¬ 
sively improved, so that I look leave of her 
iu March with every prospect of her ulti¬ 
mate recovery; and upon inquiry of her 
mother some days since, 1 hud she has 
gained flesh and strength with the perfect 
re-ealablisbment of her health. 

Coleahill, Warwickshire, Nov. 1830. 

[The above case, with Mr. Davies’ note, 
was only received last week.—Ei>. L.] 


SITUATION or hydatids in the brain 

Of SUEEP. 

At a meeting of the London Medical So¬ 
ciety a short lime siuce, the following ex¬ 
periment ou u sheep, which was subject to 
the formation of hydatids in the head, was 
related by Mr. Stephens in the course of 


some remarks which were made on the 
greater success which might be expect¬ 
ed to attend tapping in cases of acute than 
in chronic hydrocephalus. He observed 
that he bad once been led to think that hy¬ 
datids always formed upon the brain in 
abeep, but he had aince found them occur 
within it. On one sheep he made the fol¬ 
lowing experiment:—he took out a portion 
of bone with the trephine, and on cutting 
through the dura mater, a very large hy¬ 
datid partially protruded. This he attempt¬ 
ed to extract, but the cyst broke in the trial. 
He afterwards extracted the cyst, and upon 
looking through the opening made with the 
trephine, he found the interior to present a 
large, empty, cavity; the brain appeared 
completely gone, lie then let down a light 
through the opening into the cavity of the 
skull, by which it appeared that nearly the 
whole of the cerebrum was wanting. The 
opening being afterwards closed, the sheep 
got up and fed, and seemed better for the 
three following days, but on the morning of 
the fourth he found it lying convulsed, in 
which state it toon died. Upon open¬ 
ing the head, he found a little of the eere- 
j brum at the base, and some remains at the 
sides, forming an imperfect shell of brain ; 
there were several other smaller hydatids 
remaining. From this Mr. Stephens con¬ 
cluded, that when an operation succeeded 
in these cases, it must be where there was 
only a single hydatid, and where there was 
but little disorganisation of the brain ; he 
agreed in opinion, therefore, with those 
who thought there was a better prospect of 
success ia operating in acute than in chronic 
hydrocephalus, because in the former there 
was no particular disorganisation of the 
brain accompanying the collection of fluid, 
whilst in the Utter, portions of the brain 
were in many instances destroyed, and in 
such cases, even if you could preserve life, 
you could not preserve or repair the intel- 
iect. Sir Astley Cooper once showed Mr. 
Stephens a ewe of his, where he hud open¬ 
ed an hydatid aud discharged the water, 
and in which case the animal had recovered, 
j and had afterwards borne s lamb. 


HOTEL DIEU. 

NEURALGIA FROM PRESSURE ON THE PNEU- 
MOGASTRIC NERVE. 

Julie L., retat. 36, was admitted on the 
17ill March, 1829, in the following state:— 
She complained of bad taste in the mouth ; 
sickness; pain in the region of the heart, 
to which she referred all her sufferings and 
frequent cough; sensation of being choked, 
with mucous expectoration ; the tongue was 
! clear; the epigastrium free from pain ; the 
pulw waa very irregular, and respiration 
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accompanied with a loud wheezing noise ; 
she had not menstiuated for the last six 
months; at the left sterno-clavicular articu¬ 
lation there was a tumour of the size of a 
walnut, which was free from pain and with¬ 
out pulsation. She stated, that at the be¬ 
ginning of March she had, without any ob¬ 
vious cause, been seized with violent cough,! 
hoarseness, nnd a sensation as if she was 
strangled; the cough she described as bear¬ 
ing a great resemblance to hooping-cough ; 
•he had been bled, and the symptoms had 
in consequence become less violent. In the 
hospital she was also bled, and bad leeches 
and blisters, but without any effect; typhoid 
symptoms soon acceded, and she died on 
the 23d of March. As to the diagnosis of 
the case, it appears that the practitioners 
under whose care the patient was, hesitated 
between softening of the mucous membraue 
of the stomach and hydrops pericardii, 
neither of which opinions wus confirmed by 
the post-mortem examination. The lungs 
were healthy, with the exception of the 
lower part of the right lung, which exhibit¬ 
ed a slight initummatory “ eugonement.” 
The bronchi, and their larger ramifications, 
were filled with purulent mucus, similar to 
what had been expectorated during life; 
the heart, pericardium, (esophagus, stomach, 
and the other abdominal viscera, were per¬ 
fectly healthy; the tumour, at the upper 
portion of the sternum, consisted of ante- 
p haloid mass; and a similar tumour, but less 
in size was found at the ,lower portion of 
the trachea at its anterior surface, commu¬ 
nicating by a small aperture with the canal 
of the trachea; another encephuloid tumour 
was situated between the pulmonary artery 
and the arch of the aorta, close to the car¬ 
diac nerve and the ganglions; a fourth tu¬ 
mour, which aho communicated with the 
Uachea, was found to have pressed on the 
right recurrent nerve, and another encepha¬ 
lon! muss was closely adherent to the left 
recurrent nerve, so aa to be almost con¬ 
founded with its tissue.— Joum. Htbdom. 


MR. SKY’S NROLKCT OS HIS DITTY AT 
CCV’» HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor oj This I.anckt. Sir,—1 am sorry j 
that it is nereisary 1 should have recourse lo the 
plan made n«e of by medical ilmieuU at most of! 
the other lamdon hospitals; hut the nature of my 
grievance will, 1 am sure, induce you to allow me 
a comer in your valuable publication. 

What I have to complain of is the irregularity of 
the attendance of the senior surgeon of Guy’s Hos- j 
pitalJMr. Key). The importance both to the stu¬ 
dents and patients that the surgeon should he punc¬ 
tual in the time of visiting the wards I need hardly 
point out to you, yet I can assure you, we arc kept 
waiting try that gentleman from twelve (the appoint¬ 
ed time) until one, and frequently till hull-past one 
o’clock. Nuw.a* most of the students that attend 
the practice of tins hospital have an anatomical 
lecture at two o'clock, it must be obvious that they 
must either miss their lecture or not go round the 
wards at ail. Mr. Key, no doubt, has a large pri¬ 


vate practice, but then, 1 would s»y* let him attend 
to it at the expense of his own lime, and not at that 
of the students, from each of whom he receives the 
third of 96f. 6s., tbe sum paid by the student for the 
privilege of witnessing the surgical practice at this 
; institution; and I,must say that, considering the 
enormous sum which Mr. Key receives from the 
pupils, he ought to pay a little more attention to 
their instruction; and not, through negligence 
of his duty, allow his pupil* to be deprived not 
only of their money but also of their time. I can¬ 
not, nor do 1 think any student can, complain of 
the other medical officers' attendance at this Insti¬ 
tution,—Mr. Morgan and Mr. (.'ouper being regu¬ 
larly at their post within a few minutes of twelve 
o’clock. Hoping that what 1 have said may have 
some little influence towards the pupils of this insti¬ 
tution acquiring their rights, I remain, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Feb. totb. A Pupil of Out’s. 
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CORRESPONDENTS. 

We do not feel that it would lie right to publish 
the letter signed A t.orrr of Justice. The surgeon 
against whom it is directed, did not in his rtuumii- 
mention make an attack upon any individual, and 
is not therefore open to the. insinuations, whether 
just or not, contained in »ur correspondent's letter 
which, we may also add, does not contain u denial 
of any or the statements made by the gentleman in 
question, while its pulilimuun would involve us in 
a controversy to which it would be hardly possible 
afterward* to put a limit. 

Fon. Moderate diet and laxative medicines. 

A Header of The Lancet, must authenticate his 
coBimuuicatiun, 


THE LANCET. 
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Clinical Illustrations of Fever. 15y Alex¬ 
ander Twee die, M.D. 

Memoire sur le Trailement des Fievres 
Craves, &c. Par M. Dance. 

I)r. Tweeme’s unpretending volume forms, 
in every respect, a happy contrast to the 
declamatory and laboured treatise on the 
same subject which we have recently no¬ 
ticed. The style is simple, but impressive ; 
the arrangement exceedingly judicious, the 
theoretical speculations few and well set 
forth, and the therapeutic facts copious and 
of unusual value. In short, we know o f no 
volume on this subject to which the young 
practitioner migbL more safely refer for as¬ 
sistance in the hour cf need. We shall 
presently adduce ample evidence in sup¬ 
port of these assertions. 

Dr. Tweedie divides his work into nine 
chapters; the first and second of which are 
occupied with some sensible preliminary 
observations regarding the nature of the 
disease, a brief but interesting history of 
the origin of fever hospitals, especially of 
the London, to which institution the author 
is 'attached, and tabular and statistic re¬ 
cords of the London fever. 

Concerning the nature of fever, we find 
him judiciously describing the disease as 
originally functional, commencing in the 
nervous system, and then inducing derange¬ 
ment of the circulatory and secretory func¬ 
tions. lu this his views, though apparently 
the same, differ materially from those of 
Dr. Smith, inasmuch ns while the latter 
insists that his febrile circle should be re¬ 
ceived as u logically perfect construction, 
> Dr. Tweedie confines himself to the obser¬ 
vation of a general occurrence, ond founds 
upon it no dogmatic or exclusive propo¬ 
sition. 

The third chapter ii of great value, con- 
.No, 39 JL 


tabling tables of the monthly admissions 
and mortality, and of the comparative ages 
of the patients treated during the period 
comprised iu his report; vis. one year, end¬ 
ing September, 1829. To these we refer 
the reader as sources of much valuable in¬ 
formation ; they do not admit of tranBferrence 
or condensation. 

We next meet with remarks on the gene¬ 
ral characters of the cases, divided into 
simple and complicated. On the disputed 
occurrence- of simple fever, he speaks in 
these appropriate terms 

“ ]. Of the Cases of Simple Fever.—1 am 
aware that many distinguished pathologists 
not only doubt, but positively deny, tlie ex¬ 
istence of what has been termed fever—that 
is, fever without evident symptoms of local 
inflammation. On this point, I may state 
that 1 have daily opportunities of observing 
cases, which correspond with the description 
of the simple fever of many writers, in 
which there is no prepondeiance of action iu 
any organ that can be detected by symp¬ 
toms ; hut when we recollect how often 
organic disease steals on, undetected by 
diagnostic signs, how much we are at times 
deceived by latent local diseases, the con¬ 
dition of the organs in what is termed sim¬ 
ple fever, requires minute diagnostic in¬ 
vestigation. Uf the whole number of cases 
which occurred at the hospital within the 
period of this report, more thau 100 came 
under the description of simple fever—that 
is, the disturbance in the system wbb gene¬ 
ral ; there was no evidence by symptoms of 
affection, either in the head, chost, or belly. 
The character of this class of cases was, in¬ 
creased heat, accelerated pulse, thirst, and 
general functional disorder. The danger iu 
such inatauces was comparatively trifling, 
and the mortality small; if dauger arose, it 
was always to he traced to some local mis¬ 
chief, which had supervened in the course 
of the disease." 

Of the 521 cases healed during the year 
in the Fever Hospital, 184 presented well- 
marked cerebral affections; and of these 
'LL 
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many were simultaneously attacked by tho 
racic and abdominal inflammations. In 26 
the head and.chest, in SO the head and belly, 
and in 14 the head, chest, and abdomen, 
were together affected. Dr^ Tweedie takes 
particular uotice of the obscuring influence 
often exercised by cerebral disorders over 
other concomitant affections, a point which 
has escaped the attention of many eminent 
writers, but which is of the utmost import¬ 
ance in many respects. Amongst others, it 
displays the immense value of the stetho¬ 
scope as & diagnostic instrument, and si¬ 
lences, effectually, the indolent cavillers, 
who still exclaim, " Cui bono 1” whenever 
the stethoscope is praised as an auxiliary 
to practical medicine. On its utility in la¬ 
tent pleuritis. Dr. Tvreedie makes the sub¬ 
joined observations :— 

“ The pain, cough, and hurried breathing 
In general, readily pointed out the disease 
when it occurred. In a number of instances, 
however, tho symptoms in the chest had 
been entirely overlooked before the patient 
was admitted; while in others, the disease 
assumed a slow insidious form, without any 
very well-marked symptoms, except a little 
acceleration in the breathing, and a slight 
increase, of the fever : when there had been 
much disturbance in the nervous system, it 
was very often so obscure as to be entirely 


overlooked. It is well known, that in la- 


“ I have treated several cases of adyna¬ 
mic or simple typhus fever, both in public 
and private practice, within the last twelve 
months; hut certainly the proportion of 
these cases has been Btnall, compared with 
the more acute forma of fever tvliich have 
come under my cure. I was called into con¬ 
sultation, by my able friend Dr. Marshall 
Hall, u short time ago, in a case precisely of 
this description ; indeed it wus an excellent 
illustration of its general character—greut 
prostration of the muscular and nervous 
powers, delirium, haemnrrhuge from the 
bowels, a few scattered petechia'., Boft fluent 
pulse, while the Btoto of the skin, as to heat 
and moisture, deviated little from the natural 
state. I attended another case, with Mr. 
Duflin, about the same period. In this pa¬ 
tient, the description of fever was purely 
adynamic; the most remarkable features 
were, the greatest muscular prostration, with 
nocturnal delirium, so that she lay sunk in 
the bed, passing her stools involuntarily 
without the slightest paiu, or any symp¬ 
toms of local disturbance. 1 1 wus necessary, 
in the very first stage of the disease, to mi- 
minister wine and stimuli very freely ; under 
which treatment she slowly, though even¬ 
tually, recovered; hut her convalescence was 
retarded by that peculiar swelling of tho 
lower extremity which 1 have elsewhere 
described.”* 

This lady certainly was saved by liberal 
doses of wine ; and su great was the ' tend¬ 
ency to death,’ that for 4H hours it was 
! necessary to sit by lu-r beu-fciue with the 


P l ' uri *7, unconnected with idio,..tl,ic i fiu w , im | loadmiimtfi siipnm 

fever, there are often few or none of the 


* .the. whenever it appealed to lieroui- suit and 
x, f l ‘ I compressible ; in fact, tho heart’s atli m 


ordinary symptoms to point out it* exist-. Cl)l0 . ir , 

ence ; and when it occurs in fever, with j seemed to be completely under the control 
much cerebral disorder, it is evident how ; (J p diffusible gumuli. 

much this condition of the. brain must tend j «. If gucli treatment were applied to cases 
to conceal, still more, the symptoms in the u f qii demie lever in general, 1 need not nn- 
chetrt. lhu application of the stethoscope t \ ,i c ij, aU , x \* result; 0T| had antiphlogistic 


is, in such cases, the only sure method of 
detecting the state of the lungs, and under 
such circumstances its utility is unquestion¬ 
able. It is to be regretted that u know¬ 
ledge of its distinctive sounds is not more 
easily attained “ 

In the fourth chapter the author gives an 
oxcellent description of typhus, which he 
subdivides into simple and complicated, and 
by which he meuus " those fevers in which 
the brain and nervous system are early and 
severely affected, accompanied with symp¬ 
toms denoting a morbid condition of the 
roocous membrane or skin, and a tendency 
to what is known by the term putreacency.” 
The following cases and observations are 
of the highest practical importance, and will 
illustrate some of our strictures on Dr. 
Smith's venesectory operations;— 


measures been adopted ill the case of this 
patient, I can safely say, that the abstrac¬ 
tion of a few ounces of blood, or even t» 
brisk purgative, would have been instantly 
fatal. The necessity, therefore, Tor discri¬ 
mination in the treatment of fever is evident; 
for although much information and assist¬ 
ance raoy be obtained from the prevailing 
character of the disease, yet every individual 
case, must be treated per sc ; with due refer¬ 
ence to its particular and individual circum¬ 
stances.’* 

The three following chapters are devoted 
to the consideration of the causes of fever, 
its generul mortality', and the history and 
treatment of the fatal cases. Under the 
lint head we find the subject of conta- 


“ Sen my paper in the Jhdiab. Med. and burg. 
Journal, October, IbSt*.’* 
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gion justly occupying a prominent place, the disease at which this can be accomplish-, 
and its agency proved by the most satis- e d, & n d it is rarely accomplished, is at the 
factory reasoning, and on apposite aaaort- *«y first onaot, and before any decided im- 

pression on the various organs has been 
ment of Uniting facte, obaerved by tbe ^ From ^ own orations, I can 
author, and his friend and former teacher, bear testimony to the practical import of the 
Or. Alison, of Edinburgh. We, however, following doctrine as applied to fever. The 
pass over Dr. Tweedie’s views on this sub- n £®di infirm, and habitual free livers, in all 

ject oa tbe present occasion, as we shall d , i8Msra b ' ar al \. B “.‘' be “i Je “ 

, , r . . . . . these more familiar classes, there is another, 

shortly taka an opportunity of aotictag then., j. wMch phlebotomy muIt b „ cnuUouely and 
when we shall be occupied in investigating sparingly practised. It consists of men,, 
tbe merits of the numerous controversial es- perhaps not above tbe middle age, whose 
says which have been recently published on minds and bodies, either from the circum- 

the late Gibraltar epidemic. •“"«* i “* biob lb «> P'“ cei . “ r {mm * 

rr. , * .. .. . i natural ardour of temperament, are unceas- 

lo tbe 7th Chapter on the h,story and logIy ^ ^ ^ ^ uuaott of lbfir 

treatment of the fatal cases, nnd the morbid p 0Wera , With this class of persons, and 

appearances observed on dissection, which medical men themselves too frequently be- 
* comprehends DO pages in a minuter charac- long to it, we must deal tenderly, or tho 
ter than the teat of the volume, we would ,ms f hier will apeedily be irretrievable.* It 
• ti i* . a. ,*» .■ » .i „ is also a well-established fact, that in some 

especially direct the attention of the profea- e ., ideulicSi , od at particular aeasona, 

sion ; in it the practitioner will find numer- f evt , r j B not on jy more fatal, but does not 
ouh valuable facts in semeiology, therapeu- bear blood-letting so well as at other times, 
tics, and pathology, and the student a useful We also know that in compbcated fever, the 
model for the construction of cases andcliui- local symptoms vary in degree, nnd therefore 
cal reports. It i. here that the contraat!™!-*™ "*> di.cnmtnat.ag hand of cape- 
1 ,,, i nenct* to apply, with advantage, a mauihca- 

between Dr. Smiths 1 realise and ti 0 n of this class of remedies. The expe- 

T wee die's illustrations is most prominent, rience of epidemic puerperal fever has 
In tho one, we find attempts without end to shown, that though this severe, and ofteu 
MipiMii a favourite syllogistic definition of a j f a, ul, disease generally depends on infiam- 
due use; in the aocond, we see. a close ad- ““Oon of >l.« peritoneon., and israostauc- 
, . ... , . . cesafully treated by the early and free ab- 

herence to ita natural history and practical, sttlctio £ of other latipblogiauu 

details. In the first, the treatment is either i measures, yet in some epidemics, or even 
entirely suppressed, or noticed but with a* in sporadic cases, these measures would be 
cursory and occasional glance, while in the j speedily destructive. This is owing not so 

other, the treatment i. properly placed inj““ cbt “ *". v Ta,ia,ion in tb * aymotoma in 
, „ , . . ' . . the disease, as to some unexplained state of 

the most relieved poution. ao that tta edeet „ carl#in wb , n faapa . 

upon the symptom* of the disease may be ! ru j f erer j, prevalent.” 
readily understood. This, if we mistake/ . . t 

not, should be the particular object of trea* j ^6 0I ’ n » at P°o e 1 ~' > > Dr. Iweedie thus 
rises on such a subject. further a,,v, * rts to this important topic 

,, .. ..... ........ . - "As far, however, as my experience of 

On the utility of blood-letting la fever, the opidemiefeverof London for The lent ten 
the restrictions with which it should be years has enabled me to judge, the symp- 
practised, and the examples in which it is toms have generally required the employ- 
detrimental, we find excellent remarks in ment of bloodletting at the commencement; • 
the 8th chapter, in which the general treat- J«t, from the facta stated, and from wbat 
.... .. . has been observed by many practical writers, 

meat of tho disease is coastdercd. from p think it abould bo kept steadily iu mind, 
this chapter wo extract the following prac- that an epidemic may appear, which will 
tical remarks .— not bear the same bold treatment which has 

. i T ... , been recommended in this report: and I 

Fully convinced as I am of the advan- would in ,. ke tlia , ib e,ty of nmiodiog 
, tages of employ,ag tbe lancet jnd.c.ous y , CMCel . dniw m / lin of i:aliac . 

/ T, y ,b ". ,b0uia W lion between complicated f«er and common 
ndiMnnunau-ly adopted, a.i f ever were inflmm , tioni tUe ,e are modifying cir- 
ldeutical with inflammatioo. I feel it utctim- cumsl .„ c „ to f„* which tender - thr ove- 

bent on me to give (his caution as a check to__ 1 

thoae who abstract Wood in fever, with the . - Mcltad £,-»». on r«.r, IntUnancUon, sc., 
view of eitinguiiluog it. Ike only stage of bj liiowu, >1,U.” 
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tem unable to withstand large losses of 

blood without great hazard. - - - - - 

lu short, much judgment and discrimi¬ 
nation are often required in the uee of the 
lancet in fever, since, after it has advanced 
beyond a ceitnin stage, the measures which, 
at a more early period, would have been 
proper, are not only iiiappliia'-h*. hut often 
positively injurious, if v -t iut.il When the 
indications for bloodletting in fever, to Bbuto 
the violence of general excitement, or to 
subdue organic iuflammution, have been 
fulfilled, or, in other words, when h decided 
impression on the general and local symp¬ 
toms has been made by bloodletting, the 
system should he left pretty much to its own 
resuuices. We are not to bleed because the 
genera! symptoms of fever continue, hut en- ( 
dearour to guide the patient through tin* 
diarase, carefully and minutely watching 
the recurrence ot inflammation.” 

The several other modes of treatment, and 
the various remedies, are discu.-^ed in thin 
chapter in an equally judicious manner ; and 
the author’s observations oti the two ami 
abuse of wine in this disease, are particularly 
valuable. 

Cordially recommending Dr. Twwiir's 
“ Illustration*'’ to the attention of our profes¬ 
sional brethren, we turn to the* 1 .Memoirs ” 
of M. Dame 

Of these papers three hare already appear¬ 
ed iu the " Archives Gen. de Mcdocuie ; ’’ 
the fourth and last will be published shortly. 
Taken as they stand i.t present, they are us 
sigular productions io their way us we havt 
ever perused. The author starts with the 
inuendo that the recent fashion for strict 
pathological researches in this disease, is 
detrimental t>> the early acquisition of prac¬ 
tical curative knowledge , that it is a tardy 
nn.J a roundabout inode of arriving at the 
legitimate object of inquiry, and that the 
best mean* of acquiring this practical know¬ 
ledge is by the empiric observance of the 
effects produced by tb« most opposite me¬ 
thods of treatment. la hi* third page ,W. 
Dance anticipates the conclusion of las re¬ 
searches, by announcing hi* impression that 
the best of all treatment is the "medico ex- 
pectatite Lygeivnique; " in other Words, 
letting the malady work its own way ; and 
he then proceeds to gallop over a multitude 
of case's, a* Mujar Dead did over tb*» Pam¬ 
pas, scattering rough notes of observation 
and illustration a a hi? goes, on the different 
group* of objects which ha pauses. Due 


thing is especially worthy of notice, namely, 
that the casus arc not affiliated on any par* 
tit ular physician or institution, nor are we 
afforded any duta by which we mny refer 
them to M. Dance himself. So much the 
better for M. Dance’s reputation, for a more 
melancholy exhibition of absolute and per¬ 
nicious quackery' we have never examined ; 
many of the cases are disgraceful to the 
practitioner by whom they were treated, 
lu one paper we are presented with u series 
of examples of fevt r treated exclusively by 
tonics; in another, by venesections and 
other evm nations of Mo >d ; in a third, by 
purgatives m d emetics, and to each class we 
lii.d observations appended, reasoning on 
the success, or want of success, of a certain % 
mode of it eminent, urn! rejecting or adopting 
it. according to the evidence afforded by re¬ 
sults. Hut the degree of faith which may ho 
repcatc! f»:i these c-uehisioDS may he readily 
e : itimr.t( d, when we see Inching and bleed¬ 
ing practised in the most advanced slant s of 
, iovv typhus tVvi-r. and baik administered 
'when the uhd'.nnu U exquisitely tendi r to 
the touch. 

We have been induced, on several ac¬ 
counts. to off-r these < luxury remarks on M. 
Dame* pioduelit.n. lu the first place the 
period Hid which contain* them, bUtui* in 
high input*? ainotM;.-t the compilers ” of our 
medical ti'iileiDpoturua, and this notice may 
he the means of cautioning the profossicti 
against attaching any faith to such official, 
authoritative, tabular statement* of -M. 
Dance s r. suits, in* may appear iu au English 
dress, neatly arranged m rank-and-file older, 
very captivating to the eye, hut calculated 
t i fuitfoud the judgment of inose who are 
not prepared to suspect the true character ul 
the doemueni*. We have of late repeatedly 
noticed compilations of this kind ; gem ral 
results being extracted trow foreign journals 
aud put forward us guides for our practice, 
white the cases from which they have bet-n 
deduced bare been, either not at all, or, at 
most, very superficially examined. 

Having published this caution, however, 
we may venture to recommend tho Memoirs 
f> the notice of the pathologist, on account 
of the abundant and admirable necrotomit- 
obtervstious which they contain ; for though 
Al. Dance boldly eon tends for the superiority 
of empiric clinicul expcxuntCts, yet, to eu- 
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force his positions, lie advances pathological [extraordinary statement respecting the Anti - 


fucts of much value, and with great anatomi¬ 
cal precision. 


The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal, January, 11 * 11 . 

We have already spoken in compliment* i 
nry terms of the current number of iho ' 
Edinburgh Journal, and re have made J 
lengthened extracts from its first article on 
the state of medical science in Constants! 
iiople. We now proceed to au analysis of 
the remaining original papers, passing over 
a voluminous Essay on the Gibraltar Epi¬ 
demic by Dr. Smith, which we reserve for 
future i-nn.sidmtiott. 

Kr.AMui.MA.— The third paper is by Mr. 
MsiKon, on firnnibirsia, or yaws, which dis¬ 
ease lie describe* with grout apparent fide¬ 
lity; liut as the subject is comparatively 
unimportant to the British practitioner, we 
ahull pass it over with a superficial notice. 
A similar disease to the yaw*, if the a dec- 
turns are not altogether identical, has bum 
long prevalent, in, the south of Ireland, where 
if is termed tbo “ button scurvy.” Like, 
the fr:mib;esin, its diagnostic character is a 
pale-coloured, granular, compound tubercle, 
capable of propagating by inoculation ; like j 
yaws it runs a ebteuie and lingering course, 1 
ami either induces or predisposes to various 
constitutional disorders, of which the aggra- ■ 
vuiiou of the scrofulous diathesis is of very 
frequent o.eurreuee. We have, however, 
m t or heard of its afreetiup the sole* i.f the • 
It-ei m the manner of the nub yaw, though . 
that it does ill> so we have little doubt. We; 
a-e not aware of the existent e of any do-; 
suinii uj of the ** butt-.m scurvy.” Bate- : 
mull contains no notice of it, Mr. Blum be 
is equally silent on the subject, and ho 
ruiiiiot find in Alibi it’s bombastic, though 
accurate volumes, any description of such 
disease as being endemic in France. Wt* 
wniilil, therefore, call the attention of our 
Irish readers to the disease. Tbo infirma¬ 
ries of Lime, Coik, ami Linn rick, ulferd 
, abundant opportunities for investigating it 
in »U its stages. We shall he much disap¬ 
pointed if no further information he elicited 
by this intimation. 

We cuuiiot leuve Mr. Mason's paper with¬ 
out transferring to our pages the following 


EBULLITION PROPERTIES OF AFRICAN l.F.GB. 

“ An Africun practice, however, still in 
use among the ignorant negro empirics, 
ought not to pass unnoticed. It is always 
attended with danger, and in some instances 
within my own knowledge has proved fatal. 
It consists in immersing the feet iu a medi¬ 
cated bot-hutii, composed of a watery decoc¬ 
tion of various herbs, ami which, by means 
of a slow fire, is kept constantly near the 
boiling temperature. In this state the pa¬ 
tient’s feet, closely wrapt round with w oollen 
| cloth, are returned in it for the period of 
itiiue days with barbarous perseverance, 
j often in spile of the cries and supplications 
I of some of the morn sensitive sufferers, 
j while others undergo the process with cal- 

I lous indifference. There are instances, as 

I I observed above, of the former class of 
. unfortunate individuals who have expired 
Jon the spot. The effects of this dangerous 
j practice on the local affection tend to re- 
i mote the hardened skin from the soles of 
| the feet, and with it most probably the crab 

yaw tubercles; but of the permanency of 
J the cure 1 am not sufficiently informed/' 
Now, we hiiould, perhaps, believe every 
• word here quoted, did we not recollect that 
; Mrs. Glass cooks a leg of mutton thoroughly 
j in three hours ; the nine days’ decoction just 
i spoken of would convert any animal tissue, 

, living or dead, iutt» perfect bouUli. 

tJt'ACK M micisrs.—The next article i9 
by l)r. Hancock, on the Mai d’Kstomac, or 
t’achesia Africans. The paper, notwith¬ 
standing its obsolete* uad disagreeable phrase¬ 
ology,* may he read with some ml vantage, in 
ti e West Indies, hut in this couutry it is 
only interestin'* for the following valuable 
note, with the observations in which, from re¬ 
pented experiments, we entirely coincide:— 
“ Certain empirical remedies nr** occa- 
! sionally found to have great efficacy, and 
! deserve more attention than has yet been 
I bestowed in discovering the nature of their 
j pharmaceutical composition. l)r. Baris has 
j justly observed, that they uot uatroqueiitly 
j'afford iustauces of some of our best eotn- 
j pounds, wbiht t’.ve mode rn mania, for sim- 
I phcity in prescribing, has robbed us of rcuny 
| of the more efficient remedies formerly iu 
! use aa oliiciuals. Some twenty years ago a 

! * On wlnrh account, a* it was very long, we 

; were induced |.» iWliue, »rvemt months Min e, the 
I publication ulHr. IlminitVs paper in this journal; 
mid while iwntiontni; tin- circura-tnnre, we tale 
, the opportunity of rtrtlini;, that within ike l«»t >'■«», 
j there Iwvc been published twenty woruoess 
Mn the I'ltve* of a certain ctwraclcrie** s, "l ' en.il 
j>etlodirftl, which hud previously been rejected by 

! Tub Lax cur. 

t 



no QUACK MEDICtKEK-SCLKUOTICA. 

nrtui (Mina wu m*d in tli« color.!.*, | fntai by uriUamtina ia &« ttriom tuoic«. 
** a t?**? 8 ? 1 ** ** *** *& *»“• (Th» aaawtwl <*Mnr«twu< do the InSumniu. 

HmSmwSSmS^^ (m 1 u, “ « fUl ' **»““ " r * *«U eoni *u*o- 

to contain arsenic* This j Uo ° **"■* 

was not improbable, alUwngfc 1 hare learnt «* Sdftviim *—Two changes of ttrnctttre. 
tolittle cooMoiw® in the pretend- of «n opposite nature take piece in the scle- 
«d wenwjation of quack remedies. We see - toxin *mi front t (be one con- 

in aewal late work* a display, or professed \ fitting of an tuciwed thickening of the 
diadoeuro, of sock secrets, aw In which the j«o«* tjbe ether dt a diminution of its natural 
components are mentioned without the West j thickness at Ummiug of «. Thu farmer uf 
doubt « being indicated by chemical tuts- j these .takes place in those esses triune this 
lysis. The reports we bere hitherto seen*rout is alone the mat of inflammation, or 
published in some magaaines. and repeated partakes of the fttflammaifan affecting other 
in the Pharmacologic of Dr. Paris, Kennie's; part* of the eye. The tatter appears to uke 
and Gray’s Supplements, See., am little place in cases where the other co 4 la of the 
worthy of regard; they bat# for the most eye are chiefly affected, luercssed thick- 
port been got up merely under a show of ness of the sclerotic* from inU-ratiUal 4«pu> 
science. The old nostrum, for ins’acf^, sition i* probably «f common occurrence in 
called 1 Spihburr’s Drop*/ ia said, in aggrA rated esses of ophthalmia, though it 
throe reports, to contain two drachms of ha* been rarely ohserred, owing to its n«»t 
corrosive sublimate to a pint of the men- giving lis*- to anv jwculiar nwhid phrtiu- 
atruum , but several samples I hae*examir»* mi im, sod opportunitiesfor din-e-ttuu rani, 
ed showed no trace* of this n»-.n*ral. One occurring i Unu wished thickness, or liner- 
of those 1 bought eipresaly far • anmiu'ition H'mal abortion s.ff the sdcMtc-i. gives n».. 
from the proprietor* in Soho Square, but to an apjiearance known by the name *ta;.hv- 
tlw sense of taste alone would shove th:» l.ma of this coat. Mopliyloma seletAtit-a 
absurdity. With respect to such consist* of a part uf this com j nwarunff 

false repots, some will esc.’aim. ‘It is youd the lest, and having a him U eolnui, 
right to put people on their guard again*? which is dark m proportion to tin: thtirioi** 
quark medic.»«*.’ Sow, it tiu no such of ihr part. Thu h.ur lolour «r■.»*•* fr-«ui 
effect, but is liable to produce tbo most fatal the chor.-id coat biing *n>n (Utougk the 
results. bfniWmtu who give publicity to Murii'raii'ipareiit c»n.uT>« ;im and srleiutu a. 
such mistniemc&ts are not aware they nr.- |i ^nis »•.. me probable, »hnt the thmuii.g 
entailing much greater evils on society than and yielding of the scleniic coat take plan* 
could arise from all the quackery which they in cor.sequence, of increased pressure from 
are desirous to defear. They should consider ■ morbid accumulati. a of fluids r.ithin tin* 
that the more saleable nostrum* are prr- eyeball, upon uu udluuied portion of this 
pared by mauy other persons besides the coat. Jt nr: urn moa. frequently near to tin- 
proprietors, and that the prescription* thus iorm»a, when* th«» coal in tbimient, and 
published will be followed by uumeroui when* it is most apt to become inflamed, 
imitator*. Let ns suppose, then, that a,from it* proximity to the ir»» and cihaiv 
person who has been in tin* habit of taking ligament. In most of the caaea in which I 
large doses of Spi Mary's Props, gets a have seen this affection, the eyes may be 
bottle of that prepared with “pj *>f sublimate said to have bt«*n dropsicnl; and in none 
to a pint of menstruum, and takes hi* usual 1 of them had ku opening been previously 
dose, the result, it is plain, might prove j formed in the cornea or Other parts, by 
fatal.” j which any of the humours could have !»••*•« 

*», or Tii k ™m» n«m, ... ,i„ | <™"*t**- >" f« w «■— *• «•»“<•' ••«»» 
,, of Uie hvahnd metuhrauM, con tain mg the 

r,.,rs ... ...I- I... ... , itIMO , l Bmwir , |,„ Wcom* .IUnr K .H. M ..l 

Tlw oil. A ri.de is om. of much prMliol, .UnrW.l, I. avmj ik. ejrrtati filial with 
value and pathological interest. The author,, limpid fluid, ami the leu* floating loose 


Mr. WaUon, seta out by observing, that 
the iovestigalioa of the morbid changes of 
structure iu the eye has uot yet rrcciveil 
much elucidation from the labour* of the 
morbid anatomist, au assertion in which he 
is borne out by lire testimony of all eminent 
writer* on tins subject, and which i* ac¬ 
counted for by the rarity of a fatal termina¬ 
tion from disease* of the eye. Air. Watson 
thou proceed* to describe tbs change* ef« 


uni'Higst it. In Olliers, a morbid acrumu- 
lalom of fluid has taken place between the 
retina and choroid coil.” 

Speaking of inflammation* of the iris, the 
author contends, that simple iritis is e*- 
tremely rare, but that in a vast majority of 
cases tbe choroid coal i« also affected. In 
some rare caeca, Mr. W atson has noticed 
the growth of a red fungous-looking sub¬ 
stance fruni the surface of the iris, au ap- 
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pearance wjiicli oCMiionilly induce* the 
inexjwrieticod to apprehend malignant in- 
cutable disease of that organ, when a few 
•toothing remedies would remove the affec¬ 
tion* Two cleat of mixed iritis and cho¬ 
roiditis ore related, which tend to show that 
effusion not uo frequently take* place in the 
retina-choroid cavity. For the cure of this 
the author recommends puncturing the scle¬ 
rotic and choroid coats by means of a grooved 
ueedle. In one of these cases Mr. VVataon 
records the curious fact, that choleiterioe 
wu* fuuud in the vitreous humour. i 


origin. If this be the case, I think no one 
would doubt that when they existed in la¬ 
bour, ao tt to obstruct the descent of tb# 
child, the beet practice is io evacuate, and 
thereby diminish them by a very free 
opening,'* 

In the case alluded to, Mr, Heming dis¬ 
sected out the tumour. The Operation wsa 
attended with very considerable hemor¬ 
rhage, hut this was stopped by plugging the 
vagina with lint, and in three weeks the 
patient was quite well. We should remark 
she was not pregnant. Mr. Homing cor- 


I rectiy attaches much importance to a just 
U«oi» or »», V.«i*.i; 4ivMhi 

ri'Mfiyns.—Somt* brief but import...! obwr- j t>ialj esublUhcJ by u ,„ Dg origia of 
rul'oos on this .ubj.ct, by Mr. (i. 0. lira-. t j ls ^ ioto amUm&m 

‘"S’ Mo*. It. two an winch hr e»m- i c | re „ m ,,, nce , „ r lb e «... Tim., in 
m. a »ft.r J.«ih, h. tlm. descriW. the po- . tbf insmnce bf deictibeS|it couU #0 , be 
to which lm call, Ih, »t-! |ir „| a ., sui) tM , beuecV lbe touM ho 
t,Iltln of l, “* inoFfBiim . i r t .j, nbova ||, a i ummir m it, notural litunion, 

•; * ,r A, "'J ^" 1 '"» • *"•* ! ,„d tlm circumstance, together with 

Ti'Stuiff paper, shown that sown euevsted . - , , 

turn ,„>» c,11,1.1 in rgemeni ot cute,.. aWoce of the .ymptoras of |«.g*uqr, 
oil, liillicit,; I,Ml in tlm course of hi, work : prowd tlut it could not be relroter.iou of 
upon ht-ruiu, that gentleman has di-scTibwi; the uterus.’* 
a similar tunii’ur originating in enlargement ; 

ot u mucous follicle, (situated just below the ; OrtiuTins ron Restoring the Cou?si- 
mtutns uriharius in women. j s 'a Nasi.—M r. Liston describes the opera- 

1 It Imb not. 1 . b-lirve, been hitherto ■ tiun in these words : — 


coi; lectured, that some of those tumours | 


. , - # “ The patient’s head being held back- 

v in-1 are known occasionally to occupy the! wards, |j ie undersurface of tho point of the 
pelvis and obstruct parturition have a simt-i noso ls ., art .,] | a8 l0 present h raw and 

lar origin. Ibis fan appears, however, to J concave surface; a bistoury is then twice 
m distinctly esiablisiud by cases which | p^ed through the upper lip, close to the 
Jiuvi* fallen under my observation, and it is ! root 0 f (be original cc.lumna, sod each time 
™ we important, li.t.u.,; it imnm.li.iclv 1 Ciliried forw „ d , 10 , be n^.,1, j u , „ t ,i gbt 
sugK' si* the propriety and safety of the [ Jirectirm, arid with little sawing motion, so 
treatment by tree incision. i as to include n slip ahout a quarter of an inch 

1 Imre carefully examined the bodies , m breadth. This Blip, composed of skin, 
of two women, in wl»,.m I found tumour* ot. Iliur0ug ^mbrane. and the interposed tis- 
this description ptojecting into the vsgina; | gueg# i 8 iben deprived of its prolabium, and 
m one there were two of these tumour*, in . Hevaled without twisting, so that it* oral 
the Other ihere was a single oue as Urge as i lliarg j u ; s placed in coutact with the raw 
!‘ n r rl?‘ 11,1 a niitiute examination ot their i surince on the tip of the nose ; and in this 
internal structure, it was evident that they . position it is retained hv a point of convo- 
coiixisted ol obstructed Ueunir. which hau luted #utur4% a p j n being passed obliuuelr 
thereby become dilated into a cyst, and tie*-, through the point of the now and the upper 
tended by a gelatinous fluid. I was enabled , p #r j w f tj^ new columns. The raw edges 
to truce distinctly m the smallest tumour a; t | ie W0UW< I 0 f t |, e lip are brought into 
contmuatiou ot the mucous membrane ol the J accura i,, apposition by two point* of twisted 
vagina into the tumour, and a reflection of 1 8U Une, »* this oporation for Wlip." 

Mr. Liston operated in this manner in 
five cases with complete success. He in¬ 
sists particularly on the circumstance, that 
the slip removed from the lip should not b* 
twisted at its attachment, but that it should 
he simply raised, as if on t hinge, the mu¬ 
cous membrane remaining external. In n 
few weeks, he stales, this membrane be- 


thia membrane forming the lining to the 
latter. 1 can have no doubt that the tumour 
iu Mrs. Hollingawnrth, the particulars of 
which 1 am about to detail, was of the same 
nature. Mr. Vincent, as well as myself, 
was convinced of this fact; and it is pro- 
b»blr that the greater number of those tu¬ 
mours which obstruct parturition, and which 
have boon described by the authors who 
have written on this subject, were of similar 
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ACTION 0? AIR ON THE BtOOD. 


com pi taumilatod to the cutaneous texture, 
mod no iaconvetiience it sustained hy the 
growth of the bond internally, me the hair* 
from moieture and want of cropping toon 
loec their rigid character, nod entirely re¬ 
semble the heir peculiar to that situation, 
la a caw in which Dupuvtren lately ope* 
rated without success, Mr. Linton considers 
the principal cause of failure to hare been 
the ttrialing of the fleshy attachment to 
the upper lip. lie also shotra satisfactorily 
that the loss of part of the lip in Mew out* 
does not cause, but rather remedies, a de¬ 
formity, inasmuch a* from wanting the sup¬ 
port of the eolumnaaiti, the lip hangs down 
in the manner seen in scrofulous jxrraoc*. 


On tbk mu tv a l Action or Blood and; 


ham always appeared to me obvious and 
unequivocal. Dr. Davy say* the change is 
more apparent than real, t/prnduted hy the 
blood being converted lor a lime by the »gi. 
taliou into bloody froth, and give* place miter 
repos* to the Cfigiuul dull purple colour 
peculiar to venous blood. 1 bare not been 
able to olwerve what is here mentioned, 
provided the blood u*ed was fresh and not 
decayed. The purple venous blood always 
became by agitation with ait brightly crim¬ 
son. and remained no for more than a day, 
sonictijaes fur four days; nod the difference 
in tint was so great that no one could mis- 
take the two varieties of blood at tba dis¬ 
tance even of five-aud-twmty or thirty feel. 
Dr. Davy adds, that agitation in hydrogen 
gas had the same effect on venous blood as 
agitation in atmospheric air. hut in tbit 
respect also my experiments differ from hi*. 

, When 1 agitated venou* blood in hydrogen, 
ATMOsmiutc Am.—We now arrive at the { which had previously been entirely treed 
essay on this subject by Dr. Christison,; from oxygen by a b»ll of spongy platinum, 
being the first of &u is leaded series of in-; *»•» c*. aug- whalevrr could be remarked m 

quiriM o» aocue diapuwd puutt, in d» «*.- ,i "’ *”>'•" ; »" 1 *>'*» f' .**•• «* 

..... . ti.rn agitated in aUttespberic fttf. :t lnuiun« 

m,c^ pliyuology of tbe Wood .ml r«p,rv > emm „ *11 ,. l5 

imn. Tta. article u fraught with i.temt- • u 1 lure b.«i K«nli<niBg, t!» b'.„-d 
ing matter, and we accordingly auhyjin an wm* drawn not more than thn-o hour*, and 
ample abstract of it* most important part*, foroetiracaonly one hour, b*>»rt it was used. 

Sr. Cbtutiwa declare. l,i. object .a i!,i. »» ">*• ><•«•« for 

„ r ,. . . , , dobbtuiL' trial venous ImKNi akomn-s Um; 

p.rt orbit inquiry In h., 10 raceru.u - wlM bM. bring 

changes really lake place, and wbi-rher the :9 z S trx<i with air out of the h:nly.” 
arterialuaticn of the bloc*,! in the. lungs is a ! 

Tiulot. pWralpiocew/’ot,..rain;; that! 0a * of "»' l,n *' '-"luroJ to 

fion.U.«wriUna*n p b.nonten»ott.»(>ir.- U l« t ol ■»>«•» <* »'■ *»«•>-'• 

lion, far u il concern. tl.« clour of it,- reaeuehe., «■<! «<' *i*»M not 1» 

bUKxi,andlb..ff«tonib.iol 1 .M»ir,ill 1 «' ,u ’I' r "'' d ' n,r - < h " U0K i ,ul «» 

been generally etm.idered to be dependent At 

00 pbr.ic.i rather than on vilut cauaea. Wv !wt ' hc *»' <M l! '" h ' m 

lately’.bowerrr, IK. lolm Davy baa, from no much t . a name u they bur,, 

periiueutal Tcaearclw., been induced to coo. i - fc “«'« k " »»• < S.li.tiK.n. . ill 

tmdirt tbi. opinion,.ml to .Utetli.t.ir.nd^i'l'ip* ^mirnui for tbem«lfer, before 

recently-drawn blood b.re , 1 , motu.l .cl,on ! , “ b “ rr,l, “ no cutter bow 

wb.tee'er, Hut tbe colour of blood i. ' notbommirely ,t rnuy be let foul,, 
charged, tb.t no o.ygerr di.appe.ra from i 1)r ' “►« «»«»■•« ««« *>■« 

the air, and Ural no carbonic acid i. formed; correctneM °‘ iJr ' * ,av )'• >*wrtion, tii&t 
in it. JJr.Daeyalw.murert.that tbe enl j. i " <be colour of ll.e Wood i. not ci.auged, 
sent cbemilta and pbytaioiogi.ta who brought j ^ iht ,H) oiygen rimppeora from tbe nir, and 
forward tbeaa doctrine*, fell into tbe er.or! ''' int n0 carlronic acid i* formed in it. * Of 
by using blood in a .late of incipient pulrt.| l ‘ i ‘ m " u ‘ •".peek, in these term, t- 
faction. I ^ #im *° rr ?> however, that mv vxpvri- 

1, n , . . 1 mprita on these point* compel me aenin to 

On Or. IW. Ititement. our «»tl.or j, from , 0 011 d ^curate a clrn- 

makes the following remarks] ] mv « i„ed the e ffect of spitting 
“ I ahall firnt consider the question as to venous blood in air no lest than thirteen 
tbe change the blood undergoes in colour times, in expectation of meeting with tome 
hy being placed in contact with air, and fact which might recoucile rny previous ob- 
then the question as to the change the air: serration* with tlio*? of Dr.' Davy, but 1 
undergoes in its turn. Thu effei t of agita*, have not been able to remark in a single in- 
Uon with air in cbaogiug the colour of blood stance that want of actiou on the air which 
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lie boltoves lie bu established. I shall de¬ 
scribe the experiments here alluded to in 
detail. For they ieem to tfford more pie- 
cine information''than any hitherto possessed 
respecting the arterial!nation of the blood 
out of the body; they prove completely 
that the process of artorislization, so far tw 
regards the changes which the blood under¬ 
goes in colour, and the air in composition, is 
a chemical and not a vital phenomenon ; and 
they will contribute afterwards to explain 
some doubtful {mints in the physiology of 
the blood, which it is otherwise extremely 
difficult to comprehend.” 

The experiment! alluded to are perfectly 
sulufuctory. 

On the important question of the absorp¬ 
tion of nitrogen by the blood, the author 
speaks as follows * 

" The quantity of axole in the residual air 
appeared in general to he exactly the- same 
as that iu the air originally, lu three ex¬ 
periments the axoto in the residual air aud 
that iu tin* original air wen? ns follows 
1st, 10.10 cubic inches ...... iu .12 

2 d, 10.70.do.HU*7 

r*d, l<i..li . do.10.3 ’j 

Here then certainly no azote was absorbed 
t»rgiv«*n off bv the blood. In two experi¬ 
ments, however, u verv small quantity ap¬ 
peared to he given off i y the blood. But 
of this 1 am by no means satisfied, as the 
present method of cxpinmc tiling is 0:1 too 
small u scale to justify any safe conclusion re¬ 
garding such small differences as l obtained/' 
On this subject M. Col lard de Martigny 
has recently made some interesting experi¬ 
ments ; he found in four trials with 211 
cubic inches of air, that azote was exhaled 
. to the amount oi‘ I1-8, l-t», 0-1, cubic 
inch ; in un equal number of experiments 
with 211 cubic inches, the quantity evolved 
was 1 - 1 , 1-8, ami l-.‘l cubic inches; 

and lastly, in a single trial with iff;} cubic 
inches, the quantity w as four cubic inches. 
Notwithstanding these experiments, w« 
would still incline to IV. Kdwowls's opinion, 
that the uhsorption or evolution of nitrogen 
depends chiefly on the age of the animal, the 
climate, and the season of the year. 

Dr. I'hrisiison next advances some im¬ 
portant facta and speculations concerning the 
different rutes of absorption of oxygen by 
venous blood, which lie has noticed to take 
place,—differences which he considers, and 
proves to he, too great to bo dependent on 
the degree of exposure of the blood 
issuing from the vein. 

*' The first cause of this different < 


of absorption of oxygen, is « difference in 
the degree of venosity or venalization of the 
blood m passing through the capillaries. 
That such a difference exists, is partly indi¬ 
cated by varieties in the colour of venous 
blood, which no medical man can have failed 
to remark. The usual colour of venous blood 
while issuing from a vein is dark purple; 
but in many febrile diseases, where the cir¬ 
culation is much excited, and especially in 
severe oases of acute rheumatism, iu colour 
is unusually florid; and I have several times 
seen it issue of «o bright a tint, that the 
operator was for an instant afraid he had 
opened an artery. This peculiar state of 
the venous blood will be naturally ascribed* 
to the arterial blood having been less venal- 
isod ia passing through the capillary circu¬ 
lation. - - - Accordingly, the least alteration 
of oxygen invariably occurs in those febrile 
diseases where the circulation ia much ex¬ 
cited, and the respiration at the same time 
free. These conditions exist most especially’' 
in acute rheumatism ; and it was therefore 
iu cases of this disease that the instances of 
slight action formerly mentioned have oc¬ 
curred. On ail these occasions the blood 
was evidently more florid than usual, aud iu 
the instance where the loss of oxygen was 
[only t>.;>7 of a cubic inch, the stream from 
thn vein was so bright, that the gentleman 
! who opened it had at first some suspicion 
that he had opened the artery.” 

Another material cause of different ab¬ 
sorption. l)r. Christison consider* to be “ a 
diff-rence in the proportion of colouring 
matter in the blood:— 

“ Every physiologist is aware that the* 
'proportion of solid matter contained iu the 
blood, and consequently the proportion of its 
colouring matter, differ much iu different 
: circumstances. This is a subject, however, 
upon which very liule precise information 
| lias boon collected, utid very few expert- 
! mental inquiries have been made. It is 
: therefore one of the topics which it is my 
; purpose in the present scries of investign- 
i lions to endeavour to elucidate, by establish- 
i ing what are the conditions of the body in 
1 which the colouring matter and other prin¬ 
ciples of the blood abound or are defective, 
l aud what relations their abundance or defi- 
Icienry bears to diseases and their prepress. 
! My experiments in this department of in- 
! quirv nrc still too few in number to admit of 
1 being mentioned particularly. But 1 may 
anticipate the results which will be stated on 
j a future occasion, by observing, that a very 
| great difference does really exist in the pro- 
; portion of solid ingredients, or in what may 
1 he termed the richness of the blood, and that 
its colouring matter appears to he peculiarly 
deficient in the advanced stages offerer, aud 
in some forms of dropsy.” 
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A case of dropsy is then described, in 
which this deficiency of colouring matter 
was found to exist, and in which the absorp 
tion of oxygen was proportionately minute. 
The author then concludes Lis paper by cha¬ 
ritably offering some excuses for Dr. Duvy’s 
“ failure,” which lie attributes to tho amall 
quantities of blood and large volumes of uir 
on which that gentleman made his export 
meats. We leave them to arrange these 
compliments between them, and conclude 
our notice of Dr. Cbristison’s paper, by ex¬ 
pressing our hope that lie will not long with¬ 
hold the continuation of his researches. 

Venereal Diseases.— The lltli article 
by Dr. Dunnelly, surgeon of the Hussar j 
frigate, on the treatment of the venereal 
disease, presents an elaborate series of 
facts respecting that disease, collected dur¬ 
ing his service on board the Hussar and tho 
Sparrow-hawk, and during his superintend¬ 
ence of the Bermuda and Halifax naval 
hospitals. The sum of his observations he 
presents chiefly in the tabular form, which, 
of course, precludes any attempt at analysis 
on our parts, llis ihcrupeutic conclusions, 
however, are briefly told, and possess much 
practical value. 


India Company’s service at Bombay, and a 
letter from Dr. R. Grant, professor of com¬ 
parative anatomy iu the University of Lon¬ 
don. The nature of the correspondence 
may be expressed in a few words. In order 
to nmffte themselves while under the influ¬ 
ence of the dog-star, the East ludiu ullicers 
debated the question, whether the bu!»- 
stance protruded in cases of dracuucle is 
uu individual animal, or a dead portion of 
lymphatic vessels. Party raged so high ou 
this vital affair, that u box contuiuiug spe¬ 
cimens was sent to Edinburgh for investiga¬ 
tion, with copies of all the arguments jno 
und can. The matter has been referred to 
Dr. Grant, who has ascertained the sub¬ 
stance to be a living filar'tu medinenxis. 
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“ If, then, the data I have furnished are 
considered sufficient to warrant any deduc¬ 
tion, 1 can only conclude, that,*as far as 
shortening the time of cure is important, 
the advantage is lunch in favour of the non- 
mercurial treatment, which is at least gra¬ 
tuitous, where sores heal without its aid, 
whilst the inconvenience to the. patient and 
service is infinitely less. With regard to 
secondary symptoms, I am inclined to think 
that five out of eighty-one is a smaller pro¬ 
portion than would have followed full mer¬ 
curial courses in them all, or perhaps would 
succeed to such a liberal use of mercury in 
any equal number of p.rsous, as happened 
to some of the secondary cases of the Hussar 
and Sparrow-hawk. As in all the others, 
from eighteen months to two years have on 
an average clupsed since their cure, 1 sec 
little reason to apprehend the development 
of any sequela*, considering also, that in the 
five cases in which secondary symptoms 
have occurred, the average time subsequent 
to the primary disease was only four months 
and a half.” 

Filaria Medinensis. —The last article 
consists of extracts from a correspondence 
on the JHaria. mtdinensis between some of 
the medical officers in tho honourable East 


CANCER 01 THE WOMB. 

I have to show you. Gentlemen, this 
; morning, a horrid specimen of cancer of the 
i womb. [Here the lecturer exhibited the 
jwumb and adjacent parts in a dreadfully 
, diseased state.] You observe here the 
; uterus. The body of the womb you observe 
:is very little enlarged, but exceedingly 
j hardened, quite of scirrhous hardness, »ud 
the neck is nearly consumed by ulceration ; 
the os uteri is perfectly destroyed. Tho 
induration is greatest at that part which is 
nearest the ulcerated portion ; mid us you 
ascend towards the fundus, the induration 
is less, till at last the structure is compara¬ 
tively healthy, but still, more compact than 
it ought to he. This is the urinary blndd*-r, 
which has been cut into. The disease hud 
not ulcerated into that organ, nor into the 
rectum. Here is the bladder: and here the 
rectum, which also, you observe, is entire, 
excepting at one minute part, whore tho 
coats are exceedingly thin, and there i8 now 
a small aperture j but I rather think litis 1ms 
been made after death, in withdrawing the 
parts from tho pelvis. You see that on the 
other aide the ulceration has penetrated so 
as to thin the parts very much, hut whether 
the aperture took place during life or not, 

1 will nut pretend to Bay. However, if the 
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patient had lived a week longer, there cer¬ 
tainly would hate'been an aperture into the 
rectum. The bladder appears thickened, 
but there is no ulceration of it. The 
vagina is more or less implicated. The 
discharge was of the. most fetid description; 
it was hardly supportable to those standing 
near the woman, when the bed-clothes were 
lurned up. This case follows the general 
law of those parts of cavities which are 
nearest to their opening, being the most 
liable to disease. The larynx is particu¬ 
larly liable to disease ; the cardia, the py¬ 
lorus, the ileum just where it enters the 
cu'.cum a and aguin the rectum, are all far 
more liable to structural disease than any 
other parts of the alimentary canal. With 
respect to the uterus, you see here that the 
fundus is comparatively healthy; the nearer 
you approach the neck, and, still more, the 
nearer you approach the situation of the os 
uteri, the groater is the havoc. This is the 
front of the uterus ; here is the vagina. 

You observe that, externally, adhesions 
have taken place. The fallopian tubes are 
inlhefent to the uterus in about half their 
length, and all the surrounding parts are 
more or less in a state of adhesion to that or¬ 
gan similar to what is observed in phthisis. 
Whenever there is a large collection of tu¬ 
bercular substance deposited in the sub¬ 
stance of the lung near the surface, the cor¬ 
responding spot of the surface is almost 
always found adherent to the costal pleura. 
Nature's view in this, as a general rule, is, 
clearly, to prevent mischief as much us pos¬ 
sible. As ulceration goes on within, the ad 
liesions without, prevent the ulceration of 
the organ from coining into connexion, and 
forming a coummnicatiou with, the cavily of 
the serous membrane, he it the cavity of the 
peritoneum, of the pleura, or whatever else. 

I shall now cut into the fallopian tube of 
the left side, and you will see that it is la¬ 
bouring uudcr the same scirrhous affection 
precisely as the womb itself- Here is the 
fallopian tube opened, and you observe 
scirrhous deposit eveu here. It is all thick¬ 
ened together, in a state of great induration 
and some enlargement. Here are two 
patches of circumscribed hardness, which 
are beginning to soften in their centre. 
This is u very good specimen of the course 
of scirrhus. Scirrhus, bard as it may be at 
first, after a time softens down; wheu soft¬ 
ened, the substance is sometimes called en- 
ctphaluid substance. It is said by some to 
soften down into an enceplmloid mass. Hut 
that is inaccurate. There is no appearance 
of that brain-like matter which you see in 
the particular disease enlied encepluloid 
affection. 

There is frequently, in these eases, a 
deposit of black matter—a degree of meluno- 
sis ; and here, accordingly, is a collection 


of black matter; it is rather extensive, and 
quite black. You sometimesfind, in various 
porta of tbe body, scirrhus, enceplmloid, 
melanosis. The last is now generally con¬ 
sidered to be an innocent disease; to do 
no harm, except as far as tbe bulk of the 
black deposit nitty produce mechanical in¬ 
convenience ; but though of itself it is not 
malignant, it, like others in themselves 
malignant, may be united with malignant 
diseases. 

Here is a large enoysted tumour filled 
with fluid, or a large collection of fluid, 
at the aide of the womb, giving an ap¬ 
pearance of what was formerly cnlled an 
hydatid, though the term hydatid should be 
restricted to those formations which consist 
of vesicular animals, and should not he ap¬ 
plied to mere encysted tumours. The one 
looks exactly like what is cnlled a wind egg, 
an egg without a shell—merely membranes 
without any calcareous deposit. Here is 
another scirrhouB tumour excessively hard, 
indurated like cartilage. All around by the 
side of the womb you see that the more 
external part of the section is of a light- 
grey colour, while the more central is of a 
yellow colour, and between the two you 
observe it is red—of an excessively vascular 
appearance. This is a very beautiful ap¬ 
pearance of disease. The tumour which I 
have now shown you might bo taken for an 
ovary, but I never saw an ovary, when cut 
into,’ present that appearance. Here is. the 
ovary itself at the exterior of the fallopian 
tube, which 1 have cut open, and it is in a 
state of ulceration. You observe something 
like the granular vesicular character which 
we see iu ovaries. It is undoubtedly that 
organ, but adherent to the neighbouring 
parts. The fallopian tubes, the uterus, and 
the ovaries, are all grown together. It is 
very common to find in the ovaries a black 
mass such as you 6ee here. 

On the other side of the womb you no¬ 
tice, corresponding to the part 1 have shown 
you, another mass of acirihus, which is white 
without, but within the whitened part it is 
excessively red, aud there is also a dark- 
colour in some parts. It is in the progress 
of softening-down towards the centre, buL 
is still tough. At the moment of cutting into 
it, it was excessively offensive. This mass, 
1 presume, is merely a very great deposit in 
the left side of the womb, projecting and 
forming a globe. There is a great part of 
the cavity of the womb left, but you notice 
a substance excessively hard at one spot, 
forming a tubercle. 

You observe that the uterus is rot much 
increased in size, but it has become very 
irregular; Hint is to say, it baa bosses here 
and there, nccording to the degree of change 
or new deposit; it has become irregular in 
shape in various parts. This specimen 
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illustrates also the fact, that when organic; 
disease advances, it it not confined to one j 
structure. Here is tbe mucous membrane; 
in a state of rapid ulceration, aud here is i 
the substance of the womb itself, and here j 
the peritoneum in a state of consider- ■ 
able hypertrophy, in a scirrhous state;; 
in fact, this which is external is the peri-! 
loueum fallen into a suite of great hyper-j 
trophy, enlargement, and indunuiou. 

From the obstruction that takes place at! 
the termination oi the ureters in the bladder,' 
you will very frequently fiud the pelvis of: 
the kidney enlarged, aud very frequently even. 
the infundibula too. You remark that one j 
of these kidneys has n large cavity formed in 
it, aud this is solely by the accumulation of 
the urine. Here is the palvis of the kidney j 
not much enlarged, but here is one of the! 
infundibula of very great size. Frequent- j 
ly, as the termination of tbe ureters in the ; 
bladder becomes diseased,—becomes scir- : 
rbous, and the peritoneum and cellular mein- ! 
braue all around are indurated, tbe urine , 
does not readily enter the bladder. The j 
consequence is, an accumulation of urine all' 
the way up the ureters, in the pelvis and 
infundibula, so that the whole kidney is 
sometimes almost reduced to a bag. The 
oilier kidney I will now open. You 
perceive that its pelvis is larger than that! 
of the other, and the infundibula nlso are! 
dilated. This kidney would soon have be- j 
come a complete bug, instead of being Uj 
pretty solid organ, as it is natural!v. j 

In scirrbus, 1 believe there is in general* 
both n transformation and a new formation, i 
I believe that the structures are changed! 
into other structures, and that a new kind' 
of substance is deposited among them, lnj 
this disease, parts which are naturally suit, 
become cartilaginous, particularly the cel-j 
lular membrane. There is a transformation 
to a sort of cartilaginous substance; but 
besides that, a new substance appears to be 
deposited withiu the fibres of this cartilagi¬ 
nous mass. In general this disease is noi 
very distinctly circumscribed. You see 
here that the disease runs imperceptibly 
into nil the surrounding parts. The cellu¬ 
lar membrane around the uterus is more or 
less in an indurated state, and the surround¬ 
ing parts are all grown together. 

Scirrhus is generally at first of a light- 
grey colour, and semi-transparent if cut into 
thin slices. 1 have now cut a thin slice of 
it and you perceive its translucency. You 
muy consider the exterior of this specimen 
as exemplifying what scirrhus is, in colour 
at the beginning a little greyish, aud, when 
cut thin, rather transparent. 

Y'ou will observe in scirrhus two parts, a 
fibrous, and a softer inorganic substance; 
but the fibrous structuie forms the chief 
purt. In this part of the womb which has not 


become ulcerated, you observe this fibrous 
structure, and really it here to the eye cuts like 
a turnip. The part 1 now point out, is in the 
first stagoof the disease, and here is another 
which is becoming very scirrhous, where 
the lisrd white fibres are more numerous 
and bulky, aud the fibrous substance, as 1 just 
said, is the chief part* Here you observe 
n number of the fibres running in various 
directions forming septa. These are opaque, 
nud whiter than the rest of the substance. 
The septa thus produced occasion it to cut 
like a turnip, and run in all direciions, now 
aud then forming cells. 

The. proportion of the fibrous structure to 
that which is deposited within the septa 
formed by it, is very various in different 
instances ; and according to its distribution 
and proportion you have the. various appear¬ 
ances of these, scirrhous tumours ; some look 
like the. breast, and are called mammary ; 
some like the pancreas, and are called pan¬ 
creatic ; some like tubercles—not scrofulous 
tubercles, but granules and tubera, mid then 
they are called, though with some coufiisiou 
of terms, tubercular. After a time, the less 
hard substance deposited within the septa, 
between the fibres, softens down iuto some¬ 
thing like jelly, sometimes like syrup or 
guru ; aud this change is always first ob¬ 
served in the centre, which originally was 
the hardest part. When die parts ulcer¬ 
ate, then the disease is called vnntrr. Sup¬ 
puration of the surrounding cellular mem¬ 
brane takes place ; the edge*.of the ulcerated 
part are everted and elevated, and sometimes 
hard cauliflower excrescences grow from 
the centre of the ulceration, mid as this 
extends very' deep, great irritation of the 
constitution takes place, aud an intoler¬ 
ably fiend discharge ; sloughing occurs, 
and the neighbouring lymphatic glands gene¬ 
rally become coninmiuated. Here is amass 
ni glands taken off the spine. You see that 
they are enlarged, are id most scirrhous. 
If the patient had lived, these glands would 
have gone through the same process as the 
uterus itself, softening down and ulcerating. 

This particular disease generally attacks 
pArts originally which are not necessary to 
life.aod especially ports rhe functions of which 
have been interrupted, or have never been 
performed, or parts that have been injured. 
It attacks the breast, the uterus, the ova¬ 
ries, the testes, and the thyroid gland chiefly, 
'fire four first of these are parts which are 
uot necessary to life, but are possessed by 
individuals for the sake of another race to 
succeed them. Life would go on just as 
well without them, us healthily, though not, 
you will perhaps say, so merrily und so hap¬ 
pily. {Lnught.tr.) However, other parts, 
which ure fur the individual himself and sumo 
of which are important to life, become affect¬ 
ed secondarily, the liver, the lungB, the 
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spleen, if one ctn say it is necessary to HernamewaaA.M-, aha was 47 years 

life—the pancreas, if it too is necessary to of age, and had had the complaint two years, 
life; tbe brain and its membranes, the omen- She said she bad laboured under excessive 
turn, the mesentery, the medullary mem- monorrhagia during tbe whole of this time, till 
brane of tbe bones, and even tbe skin; that the last four w6eks, since which a green 
is to say, although parts which are decidedly wnter only had come away; but till the last 
not necessary to life, or so much for the four weeks she bad bad excessive and con- 
individual himself, are those ofteneat origt- slant discharge of a bloody fluid. She also 
nally affected, yet the disease will apreod to complained of strangury, continually desir- 
other parts intended for the individual him- ing to make water, and voiding it with very 
self, and evon to parts most important to great pain. She always had a bearing down 
the system. forwards, and it would have been extraordi- 

You are perhaps aware that it affects nary if she had not, when y r ou consider the 
the bones; that persons who have cancer j proximity of the bladder to the parts af- 
havo sometimes their bones softened, friable, J footed. The pain which she experienced 
and broken. Women who have had can-i was constant aud severe—in the hypogastric 
cerous breasts have broken their legs in j region, in the region of the womb, oad like- 
bed, and on inspecting the ports, a bloody j wise across the upper part of the thighs, 
mass has been found in the medullary cavity There is almost always an extension of the 
and ihe cancelli, and the surrounding parts! pain to the hips, and* frequently down the 
all blended together, the. muscles blend* j thighs. In the uterus there was not only a 
ed with the hone and cartilages, and a j constuntBharp pain, but a throbbing and prick- 
morbid mass produced, in which spicuia of j ing; and she said that in every respect her 
bone are occasionally found. You will find sufferings were like those of labour, only 
cases of thifl kind mentioned by Mr. Salter, that she had little pain in her loins. 1 heard 
a surgeon, in the loth volume of the Med. from her, that at the time of her admission 
Chirur. Trans. There are specimens of this she bad a discharge of clear water from the 
sort in the Museum of this hospital which uterus, particularly in the morning ; and that 
1 ought to have ordered in, but it escaped ray during the meuorrliagia she had always felt 
recollection before lecture that we had any. pain in the left breast, shooting down to the 
This disease is generally attended with pelvis, and showing the sympathy between 
great pain, pain of a sharp stabbing chnrac- the two organs. 1 need not say that, having 
ter. It seldom occurs before the middle been ill for two years, she was excessively 
period of life. It must be a very extra or- weak, and confined to her bed. She never 
dinary tiling to see it iu a child. Now and got out of it here 1 believe, at least I 
tlieu I certainly have seen it in young per- never saw her out of it after her admission, 
sons, but as a general rule it does not occur She’had ccderaa of the. legs, and, after death, 
before the middle period of life, and then oedema of the hands was observed. On ex¬ 
it will sometimes remain inert for many animation per vaginam ns soon as she came 
years. In other persons, however, it soon in, 1 found the neck of tho uterus exces- 
augments and softens, and irritation, sup- sively hard, ns hard as any cartilage, and 
puraiion, ulcurutiou, and ploughing, take immovable. It was impossible to make the 
place. Resides its remaining occasionally leust impression on the Bubstauce with the 
inert for many years, nature will sometimes lingers, or produce the least movement, 
effect a cure; tbe diseased part will com- There was one hard solid mass stuck iu tho 
plctely slough out, bo turned out, and the pelvis. You see now' that that must have 
individual get well; but this is a rare occur- been the case from tho extreme adhesions 
rence. of Ihe organ to all the surrounding parts, 

When the irritation has become very and on looking into the pelvis, at the 
great, the patient iu this, us in other malig- autopsy, the solidification had extended on 
nunt diseases, acquires a particular straw- each sido of the uterus and broad liga- 
coloured hue, and tliis state of the body has ments, so that there was one solid mass 
been called the cancerous cachexia. Ilia in the centre of the pelvis, joined to the 
not tbe paleness you Bee in cases of exces- parts immediately adherent to the bones, 
give loss of blood or enlarged spleen, but it The os uteri was very irregular. At the 
is a particular straw-colour look; it is not examination I made during life, ulceration 
like the appearance in ague, that is a dirty had begun, and on withdrawing iny fingers, 
atraw'-colour; it is a cleur straw-colour, a 1 found them covered with blood. This is 
jr.de sallow hue, a sallowness which is very what is commonly found in the advanced 
characteristic, and which is considered as stoge of scirrhua of tho womb—the os uteri 
indicative of cancerous or malignant ca- rugged, the neck of the womb excessively 
chexia. hard, and on withdrawing your fingers, 

Now the patient from whom this mass of they prove bloody. The examination gavo 
disease wus taken, was admitted into the her great pain, whenever the os uteri was 
hospital about two months before her death, touched. 
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Thlf caw watt perfectly incurable. The 
patient was at the period of life I ha** al¬ 
ready mentioned, namely, 47. She illus¬ 
trated the age at which cancerous affections 
usually take place; aud she illustrated the 
other fifcct 1 have already alluded to,—that 
the disease most frequently occurs in parts 
that axe not necessary to life, and which 
hate done their office in the economy. She 
had been ill two years, and was 47 yetrs 
of age, and 45 is about the time at which 
women iu this country cease to menstruate, 
and ought, one would think, to give over 
employing their generative organs (J!) 
However, she did not illustrate another 
fact; that ia to aay, she had had plenty of 
children*, and therefore did not illustrate the 
fact, that parts indisposed to perforin their 
functions are the most liable to the disease. 
Certainly the disease occurs more frequently 
in women not married, or if married, iu those 
who have had uo children; hut still the organ 
in this case had become inert, had furnished 
its share of fuuctiou, when it fell into did-, 
ease. I understand too, though 1 do not 
know that that had an v-thiug to do with it 
(at the same time it might be well if all 
women thought it had), that she was n great 
drinker—never drunk, but always bib¬ 
bing. 

It was impossible to think of curing the ! 
disease, or even of lessening it; and ub to' 
the extirpation of the uterus, there was such ■ 
a solid mass fixed in the pelvis, that extir-‘ 
pation would have been impossible. If ex¬ 
tirpation hud been possible and resorted to, ; 
you see some portion of the disease must | 
have been left; for all the surrounding parts 
were in a state pf scirrhus, as well as the I 
womb itself; the fallopian tubes, ovaries, 1 
and the broad ligaments, were all srirrhous ' 
together. She was admitted on the 2 nd of 
December, gradually sunk, and died on the 
31 Bt of January. 

Although, however,no good could be done 
in the way of curing the disease, she wus 
made exceedingly comfortable, and spent the 
time she passed in the hospital in the great¬ 
est degree of tranquillity. 1 gave her imme¬ 
diately two grains of opium every night, 
and that entirely lulled the pain, so that 
from having suffered dreadfully—having 
been sleepless generally every night, end 
writhing in agony, she passed her nights 
with very great comfort, and lay without 
complaining all the time she was here, i 
allowed her a pint of porter daily, and the 
Louse diet. When the opium appeared to 
begin rather to lose its effects, at the end of 
three weeks I allowed her three grains every 
night, aud that proved quite sufficient; she 
never took more. I understood that her 
bowels were regularly open, and when¬ 
ever 1 asked her how she was, she always 
roplied, “ Very comfortable indeed." It is 


certainly a great satisfaction that when you 
cannot save life, you still can mitigate suf¬ 
fering, and I do not know whether it is not 
upou the whole more important, a greater 
blessing, to make life happy while it lasts, 
aud to remove suffering, limn to save fife. 
She was brought into a state of comparative 
freedom from pain, and certainly one of the 
greatest delights is freedom from pain after 
suffering severely. She sank very gradually 
and died free from pain. Onu of the great 
ends of our profession is to effect an 
svdwcurm. t 

With respect to the power of opium, I 
may meution that Sydenham used opium 
abundantly, perhaps loo abundantly, not only 
to relieve suffering in many cases, hut as a 
curative means; and he had so high an opinion 
of it, that he used to say it was one of the 
greatest blessings bestowed upon us, and 
that without it medicine would bo almost 
nothing. Sint Ub manca sit ac (laudiccl 
mrdie inn, I think are his expressions. I 
would remark that common opium with mo 
answers all purposes bo well that 1 very 
rarely think of giving acetate of morphine, 
black-drop, aud other peculiar preparations 
of it. I have used them all, and I will not 
deny that uow and then a patient may be so 
peculiar as to have one of them agree with 
him better than common opium. Hut 1 am. 
certain that this is not s » very common a 
thing, and there is a great deal of fancy and 
caprice and habit among those who employ 
such preparations, some actually fall into 
such a habit as always to prescribe one of 
them. 1 can only say that in my practice 
common opium almost always answers every 
purpose that l see aus wi red by them ; ami 
it would be well if all our medicines were of 
as uniform a strength as common opium and 
its tincture. 

With respect to the factor of the discharge, 
this poor woman employed a solution of tho 
chloride of lime to the vagina. This, or 
some other chloride, is an article that ought 
never to he omitted, I think, when there is a 
discharge of an offensive nature from a pa¬ 
tient. if applied assiduously and constant¬ 
ly, it takes away the smell entirely ; und I 
generally direct it to he applied not only to 
the source of the discharge, and to the dis¬ 
charge itself, but to be sprinkled around ihu 
bed of the patient, so as to destroy ns much 
as possible the lector altogether. I do not 
think that the chlorides are yet by any menus 
employed to the extent they deserve. If 
they were used in dissecting-rooms, and 
where any contagion or any diluvium, 
vegetable or animal, exists, 1 Rtn satisfied 
that much disease would be preveuted— 
innumerable cases of disease that arise 
solely from one emanation or another. Tlie 
destruction of offensive smells is compara¬ 
tively a trifle, important as it is, aud some 
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think the smell of the chloride* bo disagree¬ 
able, that they like it as Little as an original 
stench. But we should remember that 
chloride is innocent, while the emanation 
that stinks is generally deleterious. You 
cannot do better than read the translation of 
Laburraq lie's work on the chlorides by my 
friend Mr. Alcock, who has added facts to 
those of the work itself. 

You might hare imagined that the 
opium would cause constipation. Yet, 
though a small dose constiputes when 
given occasionally, if people tuke it fre¬ 
quently and in large quantities, it has ofteu 
no constipating power at all—I do not say 
always, but very often. 

Ynu are aware that the uterus is subject 
to another disease, called the malignant 
ulcer of the womb. This occurs, I believe, 
more particulaily in the same circumstances 
as scirrlms and cancer of the womb. It be¬ 
gins, like scirrhus, in the neck, or, indeed, 
some say, in the oa uteri itself; hut the 
uterus is not indurated around, there is 
merely a dreadful ulceration, frequently 
the patient complains of very little pain, 
and if you press upon the part you do not 
produce any agony, sometimes hardly any 
pain at all. When you examine a woman 
witli scirrhus of the womb, you find ex¬ 
treme hardness, and that Bbe complains 
of excruciating pain ; but in malignant ul¬ 
ceration of the womb there is no indura¬ 
tion, aud if you press the purls, the patient 
merely complains of a little smarting. 1 
believe there is no new deposit. It was 
known to Dr. William Hunter, and, conse¬ 
quently, you will find it well described by 
Dr. liuiitie ; vet it is singular that, though 
he b peaks uf scirrhus, he never speaks of 
ulcerated scirrhus of the womb, or open 
cancer of it, at least in the edition that I 
have. All he says is, that ** ulcerution is 
sometimes discovered opou the internal sur¬ 
face, but I believe it is generally wanting 
The omission is hardly to he accounted for. 
This is the view of what is called malig¬ 
nant ulceration of the womb by Dr. Haillie, 
and which was mentioned by Dr. William 
Hunter in his lectures. (Showing the draw¬ 
ing.) Here is the neck of the uterus. The 
body of the womb is uol alloc ted, hut some¬ 
times it is slightly enlarged. Both malig¬ 
nant ulcer and cancer may extend to the 
rectum and to the bladder. Sometimes 
the cuvities arc all thrown into out, and then 
the suffering is horrid. 

You are also to remember, that the 
uterus in subject to a hard deposit; some¬ 
times in large quantity, without any dan¬ 
ger whatever. Tubercles are produced 
in the organ, sometimes in the sub¬ 
stance, sometimes under the peritoneum, 
sometimes under the inner coat, and some¬ 
times hanging into thu uterus 3 at least Dr. 


719 

Baillie said he once found a large mass of 
this texture within the utcrusand scarcely at¬ 
tached. 'These are exceedingly hard, fibrous, 
and white. They consist ol small collections 
of fibres heaped up Into little balls, and you 
may distinguish them from one another. 
Sometimes the uterus is so enlarged with 
them, that it may he felt, above the pubes, 
which is not tire case in true Scirrhus, and 
these do no ham whatever, except the in¬ 
convenience that may result from their rise 
and presiure. I think some one rfys, who 
has made the subject a matter of ’inquiry, 
that in examining the bodies of about 100 
women, from 45 and 50 year* of age, depo¬ 
sits of this kind were found in no fewer than 
twenty. They remain inert during the rest 
of life, and produce injury only by their 
bulk, by compressing the neighbouring parts. 
These are called by Dr. Clarke the fleshy 
tubercle ; but that, perhaps, is an improper 
expression, if fleBhy means muscular. Yet 
we must ren-ember, that our established 
word sarcoma is derived from <rap|, flesh, 
and that an abdominal gland is called pan¬ 
creas from Kpeas, flesh. 

Besides this patient, gentlemen, no other 
has died since I had the pleasure of seeing 
you, but live have been presented: one case 
of acute rheumatism, which was rather ob¬ 
stinate, but yielded at last to perseverance 
in local bleeding and mercury; a case of 
continued fever, which yielded to the game 
treatment; aud a ease of 

tfALSV OF THE WRISTS FROM LEAD, 

Which yielded exactly as the other case 
did about which 1 spoke, in the beginning 
of the season, os illustrating the great use 
of electricity. We have here a good many 
patients labouring under palsy of the wrists, 
on account of the white lead manufactories 
in the neighbourhood, aud the number of 
painters in the metropolis, but particularly 
the former. You know that the parts affect¬ 
ed drop, and the person cannot extend his 
hand, fingers, or thumb; and they are en¬ 
tirely useless, if it is severe. I have tried 
a great many things, and certainly nothing 
has answered so well internally ns slnn'li- 
nine , and externally as electricity. Tho 
other man was cured rapidly by electricity ; 
this man was cured also by electricity. The 
cure here was much too rapid for one to 
ascribe it to the patient’s removal from his 
ordinury poisonous business, to the resto¬ 
rative powers of nature, or to any-thing but 
tho electricity. The electricity was latterly 
given in spatks, but originally in ihocks. 
As the man used to assist when others were 
electrified, one of his hands had a far greater 
share of electricity than the other, and was 
recovering much faster; for that, besides 
the shocks it received in common with 
the other, had thus also an abundance of 
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sparks. The man finding this hand recover 
so much faster than the other, ascribed the 
greater benefit, not to the greater dose of 
electricity, but to the sparks. He requested 
that both hands might now have shocks no 
longer, but Bparks; and as there could be 
no harm in indulging him in his predilec 
tion for sparks, 1 ordered him no longer 
shocks, but sparks, and he continued to 
amend, and more rapidly, as he thought, 
under the sparks than before ; however that 
might be, lie went out nearly well, lie did 
not wish to stay here any longer, being 
satisfied that he was recovered sufficiently 
to go to work. He could extend his hand, 
fingers, and thumbs, and grasp very firmly, 
so that he felt lie could now gain his living 
again. I ani glad to say he found some 
other occupation, and did not return to the 
poison. 

Dr. Pemberton, in his work on diseases 
of the abdominal viscera.', when speaking of 
colic, takes occasion to speak of palsy of the 
wrist from lead, the same poison which fre¬ 
quently produces colic, and he recommends 
the hand to be extended on spliuts. For 
many years, at his recommendation, lcaused 
the hand to he thus extended, but 1 cannot 
say I have had reason to think the practice 
did good. Friction, with various stimulat¬ 
ing substances, and placing the wrist and 
hand in hot water (as hot as it can be borne) 
is very good, but certainly no stimulant is 
equal to electricity or galvanism: we em¬ 
ploy common electricity here. Electricity 
goes much deeper than any liniment. If you 
use any liniment, of course the stimulus is 
applied merely to the surface, though un¬ 
doubtedly the friction, and perhaps external 
heat, may affect the parts within. It is the 
parts within that you wish particularly to ho 
affected, and electricity will penetrate to the 
inmost parts; you may send it where you 
like; it is very natural, therefore, to sup- 
pose it much more powerful than any 
external application. The electricity was 
applied from tlie elbow downwards, all over 
the forearm, wrist, hand, and fingers. 

There is another patient now in the hos¬ 
pital with the same disease, who is likewise 
improving very much under the same treat¬ 
ment. 

PROLAPSE'S or THE VAGINA. 

There was a woman presented with pro¬ 
lapsus of the vagina ; she was said to have 
some horrid disease or other of the womb, 
hut on examination I found it was nothing 
more than prolapsus of the upper part of the 
rngina. That part appeared so relaxed above, 
that on making the least effort it descended, 
and formed a large globular tumour at the 
upper part, forcing its way downwards and 
forwards, and the uterus descended a little 
with it. The disease appeared to he merely 
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nn extreme relaxation of the uppeT and an¬ 
terior part of the vagina. Upon giving her 
a pessary she was able to go home. 

The patients admitted last week were 
ten; three females, with hysteria, bronchitis, 
and gastritis; seven males, with bronchitis, 
chronic dysentery, chronic peritonitis, neu¬ 
ralgia, palsy of the wrists from lead, aud 
two of secondary syphilis. 


PROFESSIONAL ATTENDANCE AT DUELS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —You will, perhaps, allow me to in¬ 
form your readers, that the late Mr. JJeuvi- 
side was the surgeon alluded to by Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Roy ley, as having been at the bar of the 
OJd Bailey for attendance at a duel. Tho 
facts of the case were these :—Two gentle¬ 
men, named Montgomery aud M‘N'mnnra, 
upon a very trifling occasion, quarrelled, and 
engaged with inveterate animosity in a duei; 
they were botli known to be'excellenl shots, 
and were determined to do business. They 
went to the field attended by their seconds 
ami Mir-.i ..n«. When all preliminaries were 
ail|ii-'--l, iiii- principals fired together; 
Montgomery fell dead, and M'Nainara was 
unhurt. 

The survivor, seconds, surgeons, &c. f 
were apprehended and taken to Bow Street. 
M‘Nuniam was committed to Newgate to 
be tried for the murder. Heaviside, was 
strongly reproved by the magistrate for 
being present upon such an occasion; he 
answered in a very grand style, justified his 
conduct, asserted his right to exercise his 
profession whenever and wherever he was 
called upon to do so, and avowed his deter¬ 
mination to attend upon pny similar busi¬ 
ness, if, iu future, lie were, called upon, 

“ if that he tin* case, Sir,” the, presiding 
magistrate (l think it was Bond) said, “ 1 
must teach you to understand the law bettor, 
and immediately committed him to New¬ 
gate to he tried as an accessory before the 
fact. M‘Nuuara was tried for the murder 
and acquitted. Heaviside was likewise ac¬ 
quitted and liberated. I conversed with 
him a few days after he was liberated ; be¬ 
tween ourselves he still insisted upon his 
right to attend upon duels when he was 
called upon to do so, but avowed his deter¬ 
mination to be very careful how he exer¬ 
cised that right in future. 

1 am yours, Ac., 

T. Smeldrakk. 

No. 73, Upper Berkeley Street, 

TorUnan Square. 



DR. THOMSON’S LECTURE. 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Feb, 26,1831. 

Whin we were so unpolite and indiffer¬ 
ent lost week os to retire from the com¬ 
manding eloquence and forcible arguments 
of Dr. Anthony Todd Thomson, half- 
professor of medical jurisprudence in the 
University of London, the “grateful” ad¬ 
mirer of the worshipful hags was enforcing 
the expediency of “ experiment** and the 
necessity of the powers of prophecy in medi¬ 
cal witnesses. His words were these:— 

“ He is presumed to be an expert witness; 
to foreiee the consequences of his answers; 
to have some idea beforehand of the nature 
of the questions which lie will he required 
to answer, and to prepare himself accord¬ 
ingly.” Further; the witness was required 
to “know as much of the law of evidence as 
would enable him to penetrate the intentions 
of counsel to mislead him.” It certainly 
were to be wished that medical evidence 
were on all occasions unexceptionable. 
Counsel, however, are allowed such vast 
latitude iu cross-examination, and medical 
facts and theories are so innumerable, that 
that querist must, indeed, be a dull-headed 
► fellow who could not puzzle, or apparently 
confound, the most learned and philosophical 
member of our profession. When the doctor 
talks of a witness “ foreseeing the conse¬ 
quences of his auswors, of penetrating the 
intentions of counsel, anil of having some 
idea beforehand of the questions he will be 
required to answer,” ho reminds us of a pro¬ 
position made iu this metropolis by a cele- 1 
braled jurist in an annual oration. It was 
nothing more nor less than thisThat med- 
ical witnesses, that is those for plaintiffs 
nnd defendants, should meet before going j 
into court, and agree “ beforehand upon the 
evidence they should give.” This practice, 
it was stated, would save the profession from 
much reproach and sarcasm, and shield it 
No. 391. 


721 

from those lamentable exposures of incom¬ 
petency which are so frequently presented 
to die public in our courts of law. The 
scheme was loudly cheered by, we suspect, 
the Thomsonian portion of the auditoTy, 
and the exhibition passed off with the great¬ 
est eclat. On a subsequent occasion, having 
met the learned lecturer in company, be said, 

“ Well; what think you of my plan for 
deciding upon evidence before going into 
court 1 Is it not a settler for the brow-beat¬ 
ing counsel, a regular hit; a knock-down by 

-part of apian,” we replied, 

“it iB probably unexceptioaable. A point, 
however, of some importance is requisite to 
make the thing complete. You must agree 
also upon the questions to be propounded by 
counsel in their cross-examinations This 
seemed, too, almost a “settler,” for the 
querist concluded the conversation on the 
subject by exclaiming,—“My stars! this 
did not occur to me, we never thought of 
that." So it happens, we believe, with Pro¬ 
fessor Thomson. It never occurred to his 
vivacious understanding that gentlemen less 
gifted than himself would never be enabled 
to “ penetrate the intentions of counsel,” or 
to “ foresee the consequences of answers.” 
We fear it must be confessed, that if the 
failures in the witness-box are equal to the 
failure of Dr. Thomson in this lecture of 
his, the profession is in but a sorry plight. 
It is really surprising, that a man possessing 
ten grains of common sense, Bbould have 
omitted to perceive that he was inditing 
some of the vileBt trash ever ushered into 
public notice, even in the imposing form of 
an ** introductory ” lecture. 

Here we had reached the bottom of a page 
(would it had been the last !), when vre 
hoped to be relieved for a moment front 
the further inspection of this most Bickening 
professorial twaddle. AlaS! disappointment 
is our lot, for at the conclusion of the very 
nextseutence.one which relates to the duty of 
medical witnesses in cases of lunacy, our au¬ 
thor says,** Without some acquaintance with 

3 A 



tlw th* e*tt«nfi«|f*et mueh i* the way of mtionalitgr from 

bfek«$f It# of- mind 

#1» powwi him when be pen&td this 
lecture. Look fewruder w' J« address¬ 
ing the law-Oudenf «ai ike young Aarritfer, 
I would PWM upon him the opinion, that 
without aome knowledge of nodical science 
he cannot do justice to hit client; (ho might 
inn few cases we should think ;) by pos¬ 
sessing it (aome knowledge), he will be 
enabled to jn-obe the akiU of medical wit¬ 
nesses (probe the skill!) to unmask igno¬ 
rance (query after our present fashion?) to 
ascertain what ought to be stated (that is, 
the evidence which would suit bis side of 
the question), to detect false representa¬ 
tions, and,” gentle reader, what further think 
you?—“ tosi'pPLY neglect, or «»•««* emw* 
sious, and thus fully to elicit truth." This 
is an original idea; it is, at the same time, 
au original operation, and, by the way, not 
a little curious one. The counsel, poor 
wight, is to “ elicit truth,” by *• supplying 
neglect.” Passing over about half a dozen 
lines, we come to a passage occupying up¬ 
wards of two pages. It commences thus 
“ The chief qualification of the medical 
man, when placed in the witness-box, inde¬ 
pendent of professional attainments, is a 
sacred lore of truth, a determination to 
sacrifice for it every opiniou, theory, or 
hypothesis, and to admit nothing ob proof, 
as 1 have already stated, which is not capa¬ 
ble of demonstration." The doctor goes a 
little too far here; nevertheless the lan¬ 
guage indicates correct feeling, and a con¬ 
siderable share of sound sense. The points, 
however, were too obvious to be neglected 
or obscured. “ Another qualification of 
great importance is patience.” And now 
let ub see how the other parts of this para¬ 
graph will square with the sensible intro¬ 
ductory passage just quoted. “ A third 
qualification is secrecy ; for without the 
power of keeping a secret, the medical wit¬ 
ness may inflict, unintentionally, the utmost 
misery upon individuals.” The lover of 


feMw. bol ha will seareely be abis to 
tip; questions that he mgr be 
•ebl#* . tl»M again intimating, the* (lie 
adfefrtjswof the witness should be abstracted 
iron the immediate and obvious reply to the 
question, by contemplating the objects for 
which the legal inquiry bad been instituted 1 
or to the consequence* which might result 
from the investigation* The cases put by 
the doctor in illustration of the position are 
these:—” Luotcy, whether it be that 
lunacy which exempts from criminal respon- 
aibilty, or that which incapacitates an indi¬ 
vidual from the management of his own 
affairs.” Now then, doctor, let us place 
you in the witness-box, in each of these 
cases, and ia replying to our questions, we 
beg of you to (< penetrate ” the intentions or 
counsel, and at the same time to devote par¬ 
ticular attention to the objects of the inquiry. 
jFirst Case. 

The King versus Sturdy Press. 

The prisoner was charged with the wilful 
murder of Aberdeen Duo. The case for 
the prosecution haring closed, Dr. Thom 
son was called far the prisoner. 

Question.-—I s the prisoner capable of 
managing bis own affairs? 

Witness.— Yes. 

Ques. —Does he know right from wrong? 
Is he, do you think, a responsible being ? 

W it.— No. 

Now reverse the inquiry, the object being 
to prove incapacity merely. 

Ques.—I s Sturdy Press a responsible 
being ? Does he know right from wrong ? 

Wit.— -Yes. 

Quas.—Ia he capable of managing his 
own affairs ? 

Wit. —No. 

To say nothing more, it is to be hoped 
that the mere fancied absurdity of a position 
like this, will be sufficient to deter the doc¬ 
tor from hsserding a repetition of sueh mon¬ 
strous argumentSj though it were idle to ex 
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Kutll, 

mui fi*4 tiM flttw of “<#**1 kMJw" 

8w «o» far itedfluu j— > 

" I h»M buii >t tuted thit in emumit 
lwrmttr obuiosd the uqtitul of t mur- 
dangr, who, preriouly to trial, bod aohsow- 
ledgod to him hia guilt. The acquittal 
arose from hia address in the cross-exami¬ 
nation of the medical witness. This gen¬ 
tleman, the witness who at first gave such 
a clear and distinct testimony as would 
have convicted the prisoner, was rendered 
afterwards so oonfused by impstience and 
dread under his cross-examination, as to 
lose the power of COMPARING one part 
of his testimony with another ; which was 
thus so much weakened, as to render it of 
no value in the summing up of the judge, 
aud iu determining the verdict of the jury.” 

Lost the power of comparing! Is evi¬ 
dence to be guided by first impressions, or 
first statements 1 Comparing ? Why, is it 
not lie duty of the witness to give distinct 
and true answers to all questions, without 
reference to what might have been said 
previously, either by mistake or by others'! 
“ Comparing'’ what f If a witness, in his 
examination in chief, were to swear that 
arsenic was the only poison which could 
destroy the mucous membrane of the sto¬ 
mach, would the doctor have him continue 
to swear the aamo thing in his, cross-examina¬ 
tion, and after he bad discovered his error, 
merely because his first and last testimony 
should harmonise in “ comparison V' 

Such is the conclusion of the paragraph 
which commenced so favourably. The 
practioe inculcated by this language, is op 
posed to every principle of justice, of pro¬ 
priety, and of truth, and if pursued would 
bring upon our profession the just and last¬ 
ing reproaches of every honest aud intelli¬ 
gent man. Dr. Thomson ought to know, 
that this system of comparing words with 
words, of rendering the answer in cross-ex¬ 
amination suitable to the answers in the 
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perjured WWWtdrel*, of men who load, 
themself®#; out toSto hire of rascally sttor- 
aiesto swear inyi-tWjq'c whicU they may be 
instructed to" that villain is 

deemed the most ^'expert- who may be 
gifted with the betimem#y v 

From these “ important qualification* ’* of, 
witnesses, we tarn to a point of pathology, 
in which we had certainly some reason to 
expeot that the doctor would prove more on 
fait at hia subject. 

'* It is true,” he remarks, “ that the ap¬ 
pearances in certain caseB of poisoning can¬ 
not be mistaken; as for instance, the pulpy 
stale of the stomach when oxalic acid baB 
been swallowed; and the dissolution of the 
mucous, nervous, and muscular coats, whilst 
the peritoneum remains little affected when 
arsenic is the poison, leave no room for 
doubt/’ 

This is a most extraordinary passage, and 
it seems to prove that the doctor is not muck 
better qualified to treat this part of his course 
of lectures, than he is any other of 
those branches which we have already con¬ 
sidered. In truth, there is something ap¬ 
palling in the carelessness, the extreme 
inaccuracy which are so exhibited in the lan¬ 
guage now before us, " The pulpy state of 
the stomach when oxalic acid has been 
swallowed ! ” Tliis would lead the pupil to 
infer without any qualification whatever, 
lirBt, that a pulpy state of this organ is proof 
that oxalic acid has been swallowed; and, 
secondly, that when this poison has been 
taken, the fact is proved by a pulpy state of 
tbe stomach ; whereas, this condition of the 
organ may exist without being caused by 
the cou tact of oxalic acid, and oxalic acid may 
destroy, and does destroy, without produc¬ 
ing the effect which the doctor has describ¬ 
ed. Again; what is his language in relation 
to the action of arsenic 1 “ The dissolution 
of the atomach,” he Bays, “ leave no room 
for doubt.” Now the coats may be dissolv¬ 
ed independently of the influence of ar* 

3 A 3 
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SECOND TRIAL OF LONG THE QUACK. 


aenic&l action Upon the stomach, and, fur¬ 
ther, arsenic may kill without destroying 
even the mucous coat. Hence we are led 
to infer that the doctor has nearly os much 
to learn in this department of pathology as 
his pupils, who are to take to the old hags 
“a course of medical jurisprudence/' as a 
“qualification” for their “license.” We 
dhmll, therefore, bid adieu to the doctor, in 
order that he may pursue bis studies undis¬ 
turbed by a more lengthened criticism on 
his first unfortunate performnnce in the 
“ half-chair” of medical jurisprudence. 


John Long, quack, and felon, has been 
tried at the Old Bailey, on a charge of hav¬ 
ing killed Mrs. Colin Campbell Lloyd, 
and—hear it, ye powers! he has been ac¬ 
quitted ! The evidence on the part of the 
prosecution was similar tu that wtych was 
adduced at the coroner's inquest. As this 
was reported at the time in The Lancet, 
it would only be a waste of lime and 
■pace for us to give a repetition of it here. 
We cannot, however, refrain from directing 
attention to a reply given by the chief medi¬ 
cal witness;— 1 

“ Mr. Justice Bailey. ' Would a man of 
common prudence or common judgment 
have used an application likely to have pro¬ 
duced such fatal consequences ? * 

“ Mr. Vance, surgeon. ' I think not.’ 

*' Question repeated. 

*' Mr. Vance again. * I think not!'” 

Let those who are anxious to condemn the 
judge and jury, reflect for a moment upon 
what most have been the effect produced by 
this evidence—evidence delivered by the 
chief medical witness for the prosecution— 
upon the feelings and mind of the Court. 
Its prisoners are always entitled, and more 
especially in criminal cases, to the benefit 
of a doubt, if any be entertained, upon the 
qneation of their guilt, and we know not how 
any jury, coupling this thinking testimony 
of Mr. Vancb, with the astounding facts in 


proof of the prisoner's “ ability,” sworn to 
by the members of the “ tinge-ing club," 
could have omitted to return a verdict of 
“ Not guilty.” Mark*. We do not condemn 
Mr. Vance for not having tendered more 
positive testimony against Long, but w« do 
oondemn him, and severely too, for having 
given such an answer to a plain, fltraight- 
forward.quegtion. 

Judge. Would a man of common pru¬ 
dence or common judgment have used an 
application LIKELY* to produce such <fn«- 
gerous and fatal consequences'? 

Witness. I THINK not. 

Judos. Gentlemen, it is • doubtful 
case, you see. 

Jury. “ Not guilty.” 

After the first step, nothing could have 
been more natural, more straight-forward, 
than the second and third; for, be it 
remembered, that the " such dangerous 
and fatal consequences ” to which Mr. 
Justice Hatley referred, had just been 
proved by Mr. Vance himself, and were os 
follows ;—An ulcer from one arm-pit to the 
other—mortification—the breast-hone laid 
bare—the wound extending seventeen inches 
in length, and eleven in breadth, —and death. 
“ Would a man of common prudence use an 
application LIKELY to produce such ef¬ 
fects!" ** I think not.” 

It is unnecessary to say more. Mr. Vance, 
we dare swear, believes that he discharged 
his duty admirably, and so think the jury. 
We shall not say that the persous who pro¬ 
fess to have been cured by*LoNG, came for¬ 
ward to swear falsely, or that Long himself 
is an impostor, a doubly-stained slaughterer, 
and ought to have been transported for life. 
Thus much, however, we must declare, that 
if there be deception, the public mind ought 
to be disabused, and if the clamorous ad¬ 
herents of Long be sincere in their belief of 
his ” profound skill,” their sincerity ought 
to be established, and Long's abilities ac¬ 
knowledged, We hive proved on more than 


* This is the point. 



LONG’S PRETENSIONS TRIED. 


725 


one occasion, that it is the better plan to 
meet men of great pretensions upon their 
own ground, and we have learned by ex¬ 
perience, that where the mind has been 
deceived by first impressions made upon 
particular senses, it is only by counteract¬ 
ing impressions made upon the tame senses 
that the mind can be undeceived. The fate 
of Monsieur Cuamkiit, of prussic acid noto¬ 
riety, must be fresh in the recollection'of 
the majority of our readers. Now we have 
a very simple proposition to make to John 
Long and his titled " admirers.” The 
latter have awom that his “ lotion,” when 
ruhbed upon skin which covers a diseased 
part, will immediately produce a discharge 
from that akin. That the u same 101100," 
when rubbed with equal force upon skin 
covering sound parts,* will produce no sore, 
discharge, inflammation, or mark whatever. 
Further, Long has published o book, in 
which there is a letter from Lord Jngkstrik, 
containing the following passage “ 1 am 
willing to bear ample testimony to the vagi 
of your having extracted a fluid like MER¬ 
CURY from the head of one of your pa¬ 
tients in my presence on one or two occa- 
aions. If these remarks can be of any use 
to you as being those of an eye-witness, I 
hope you will make what use you please of 
them.” 

Again. ** Wu, the undersigned, hove 
been personal witnesses of the effects pro¬ 
duced by Mr. Long's mode of treatment on 
one of his patients, whom we visited at her 
residence. She was immediately excited 
and irritated at our being admitted to her 
apartment, and did not recognise her pa-; 
Tents, while her conversation gave much 
proof of her being insane. Mr. Long ap¬ 
plied hit remedies to her bead, which IM¬ 
MEDIATELY produced a flow of liquid 
matter from the temples. A abort time only 
elapsed, till she came to her reason, recog- 

* Mr. PRXNDKKGAirr, M.P., R*v«* evidence to 
Ibis effect:~*ITie lotion “ immediately produced * 
discharge between \m shoulders, bn* nod no effect 
when rubbed upon his forclu ml or his thorn*.” The 
applications ol Loug bad sonic «0ect upon his chest 


nised at once her friends, and spoke 
rationally, assuming a different tone of 
voice and a placid demeanour.” This certi¬ 
ficate is signed “Harkwood, Dartmouth, 
IIowe, Thomas Lawrence.” 

Once. more. 

“ London, June 19, 1029. We, the un¬ 
dersigned, who are patients of Mr. Long, 
give our testimony to an extraordinary 
fact . It relates to a patient of Mr. Long. 
We saw about a fortnight since, on three 
different occasions, a quantity of mattsk 
extracted from his temples, and produced by 
lire same external remedies that we were 
applying to different parts of our bodies for 
the purpose of removing inflammation.” 
Signed.—“ Peter O’Brien, Limerick ; 
S. H. Oughton, Manchester; G. Denzi, 
Palermo; Inc cat me, London; and W. 
Abingdon, India House.” 

To this certificate Long adds the follow¬ 
ing paragraph. 

“ This gentleman, now in his visits to me, 
frequently makes use of the same remedies 
he employed while labouring under his com¬ 
plaint, for T1IF. SAKE OF THE REFRESHING 
SENSATION THEY AFFORD.” 

Well then, the case stands thus. Long 
alleges, in cominou with several noble lords 
and other persons, that by means of a lotion* 
tie has immediately extracted "a fluid like 
MERCURY,” '* a large quantity of matter,’* 
" and an acrid fluid," from the temples and 
various other parts of the body, and that the 
“ same lotion ” had no effect whatever when 
rubbed upon the skin of a sound person. 
Further, his witnesses swore at the inquest 
held on the body of the lato Miss Casuist, 
that this “ same lotion ” might be taken 
“ into the mouth, and swallowed with im¬ 
punityu" Our offer, therefore, to Mr. Long 
and his “ admirers,” is aimply this that 
the Editor of this journal, accompanied by 
only one witness, will attend at any place 
that Mr. Long and bis admirers may oppoint, 
or if that he objected to, he will attend 
alone j and that if Mr. Long will, in his 
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presence, produce those effects by’mesns of 
hia lotion which hare been sworn fo by his 
witnesses at the inquest, and which have 
been attested by the noblemen and gentlemen 
in the above certificates, the Editor will 
then acknowledge to the assembled com¬ 
pany, and afterwards to the world, that Mr, 
Long has been basely calumniated, that ho 
is the moat talented secret operator in the 
universe; and, further, the Editor will consent 
to pay one hundred pouuds to any charity 
which may be named by the Earl of Hare- 
wood, the noble Earl of course being him¬ 
self present at the exhibition,—-a public duly 
from which we are certain this excellent] 
nobleman would not shrink; because, as one 
of the attesting witnesses to the extraction 
of the matter from the temples, his certifi¬ 
cate may have had some effect in inducing ; 
those unfortunate victims, Miss Cash in 
and Mrs. Lloyd, to plsce themselves under 
Mr. Lono’s “ system " of treatment. 

Here, then, the question stands fairly 
before the public and the medical profes¬ 
sion on tbe one side, and Mr. Lono and 
bis “ admirers ** on the other ; and if this! 
challenge be not accepted, as it embraces 
nothing, according to the witnesses, which 
is not perfectly easy and, practicable, Long 
must henceforth be considered as one of the 
vilest and most scandalous jugglers that ever 
disgraced society, and his “admirers,** if,; 
to the imminent danger of tbe public health, 
they afterwords continue to support him, 
must be prepared, notwithstanding tlioir 
high titles, to be stigmatised as the willing 
dupes and fools of a dishonest and tricking 
knave. 


A proposal to establish a public dispen¬ 
sary in the important and populous town of 
Nottingham, has led to some public meet¬ 
ings, and, by an unenpected course of 
events, to much excitement and dissatis¬ 
faction among the members of the medical 
profession. The gentlemen who'attended 
the first meeting, including some physicians 


and surgeons, were named at the committee. 
At the second public meeting nn amended 
list of the committee was read, from which 
there were excluded the names of those 
medical gentlemen who had been previously 
appointed. This occasioned a discussion 
and correspondence, which, in great mea¬ 
sure, terminated, by the introduction of 
the names of the three senior surgeons, and 
the three senior physicians. Mr. Jowstt, 
however, a highly respectable and able sur¬ 
geon, who had been most strenuous in his 
endeavours to establish the dispensary, is 
even now excluded from the committee, and 
the mode by which that exclusion has boen 
effected, is, we are bound to state, of a 
highly personal character. The committee 
or subscribers appear to hove been influenced 
in their proceedings by a Mr. Thomas 
Wakefield, a cotton spinner, and sort of 
busy body, residing in the town. This gen¬ 
tleman and Iiis followers profess to think 
that a medical institution can be best regu¬ 
lated by gentlemen who sto entirely igno¬ 
rant of all medical subjects. Now we would 
ask Mr. Thomas Wakefield, cotton spin¬ 
ner, and those who think with him, this 
plain question :—If a manufactory for the 
spinning of cotton were to he erected in the 
town of Nottingham for the benefit of the 
poor, what would Mr. Wakefield and his 
friends say if surgeons, physicians, clergy¬ 
men, and ironmongers, were to resolve that 
uo cotton spinner should be allowed to sit 
upon the committee of management? The 
answer to this must decide the question ss 
to the propriety of excluding medical gen¬ 
tlemen from participating in the government 
of a medical institution. 

From the nngentlemanly and illiberal 
conduct displayed by the committee to¬ 
wards the members of the profession re¬ 
siding in Nottingham, and more particu¬ 
larly towards Mr. .Iowktt, we think those 
gentlemen would have best consulted their 
own dignity, and even tire interests of the 
public, by withdrawing altogether from the 
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undertaking. Strong evidence of in eiprit 
du corpt in such a case, is highly commend* 
able, and even salutary. 

Of the policy of establishing the dispen¬ 
sary we entertain very great doubt. In 
truth we hare long been of opinion that 
these institutions, whilst they effect little 
or nothing for the poor, are ailently, but 
certainly, working the ruin of thousands of 
the profession. Medical men in these es¬ 
tablishments work gratuitously, for whose 
benefit ? Not, as it is pretended, for the 
benefit of tbe poor. Not eren for tbe bene¬ 
fit of the subscribers, but for the benefit of 
those who would be compelled by the laws 
of the land to supply medical attendance on 
the afflicted, at a proper rate of payment, 
if there were no pretended charitable medi¬ 
cal institutions in existence. Why should 
medical men be tire only individuals in 
tbe community who ore required to exercise 
their talents, and devote their labours, for 
nothing 1 Do the attorneys come forward 
to supply law gratuitously 1 Are linen- 
drapers required to supply calicoes gratui¬ 
tously ? Are ironmongers required to sup¬ 
ply tea-ketlles and saucepans gratuitously 1 
Yet medical men in tbe " public cha¬ 
rities,” as they are called, work and 
slave themselves to death, without receiv¬ 
ing a farthing in tbe shape of pecuniary 
recompense, or even the paltry acknow¬ 
ledgment of thanks from one in forty of the 
subscribers. In fact, the annual payments 
made to these institutions have become a 
species of profitable trade to those who 
bestow them, while the whole of the gain is 
wrung from the pockets of the members of 
o deserving, but not over-rich, profession. 
We shall continue to direct attention to tbe 
proceedings at Nottingham, snd if neces¬ 
sary shall recur to the subject. 


Tbe statement published in some of tbe 1 
newspapers that a Charter has been granted 
to tbs London Univaasity is entirely 
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without foundation. Indeed, we deeply re¬ 
gret to fiud, that difficulties on this subject 
have presented themselves in a quarter 
where they might least have been expected. 
This Institution is likely to prove a blot on 
that escutcheon of which it ought to form 
one of the brightest ornaments. It is in 
very many respects a splendid and useful 
establishment, and the support of the go¬ 
vernment, which cannot now be justly with¬ 
held, will render it of incalculable advantage 
to inhabitants of the not-over-educated in¬ 
habitants of this metropolis. 


COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 
NAVAL SURGEONS. 

Wf are not aware that the President and 
Council of the College have yet received any 
reply to the memorial which, in compliance 
with the unanimous call of the profession, 
they have presented to the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty. After the very kind and appropriate 
spirit displayed by Sia Astley Cooped, 
and other Members of tbe Counoil, at the 
I Theatre in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, no one can 
doubt that, on this occasion at least, these 
gentlemen will omit to adopt any measure 
which may appear calculated to uphold the 
dignity and respectability of the members of 
the profession. 

Just as this sheet was going to press, we 
received tbe following communication from 
Mr. King 

To thb Members or thx Royal College 
of Surgeons. 

Gentlemen, —I lose no time in laying 
before you tbe subjoined communication. 
As we transacted business without pens and 
ink and almost without paper, the resolu¬ 
tions were not signed when handed \o Mr. 
Keate, to whose politeness I am indebted for 
the honour of authenticating them by signs- 
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ture. In the hope that justice will be done, 
I hare the honour to remain. 

Your faithful servant and confrere, 
T.King. 

10, Hanover-street, Hanover-tquare, 
February 24, 1831. 

Sin,—I think it my duty to inform you, 
that I have this day laid before the Council 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, the se¬ 
cond resolution and its duplicate, signed by 
the mover and seconder, and inclosed to me 
in your letter of the 18th instant. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your moat obedient humble servant, 

Robert Keate. 

15, Albemarle-strcet, 

February 22, 1831. 

T. King, Ebq. 

METROPOLITAN SOCIETY OP “ GENERAL 

PRACTITIONERS** IN MEDICINE AND SUR¬ 
GERY. 

The difficulty encountered by tbe mem¬ 
bers of the Committee in their endeavours to j 
establish this Society, have induced them to 
recommend that it should be dissolved ; and j 
we are authorised to state, that a general j 
meeting of the subscribers is to be forthwith 
convened for that purpose. 

We always contended that this Society 
was based upon a defective foundation, and, 
simultaneously with the announcement of 
its establishment, we predicted its fall. As 
it is possible that the export at the general i 
meeting may afford some useful hints to l 
the profession, we shall report the proceed-: 
ings in The Lancet. The majority of the 
members of this association are sincere and 
zealous medical reformers, and their exer¬ 
tions in the attempt now about to be made to 
establish a national College of Medicine, 
which will open the doors of a medical asso¬ 
ciation upon the broadest and most efficient 
seale, will now be called into action by the 
impolitic arrangements of a defective insti¬ 
tution. 


Mr. Bates, a respectable surgeon^ 
residing at HonsELfnoWN, made a deter¬ 
mined stand lost week at an iuqaCst held 
before Mr. Carte u, the Coroner for Sur¬ 
rey, against giving his evidence Until he 
bad been paid'for his attendance. The co¬ 
roner, at last, threatened to enforce the law, 
and Mr. Bates was obliged to yield. It 
ought to be known that a surgeon is liable 
to be commited for contempt, if he refuse to 
give evidenoe before a coroner when he has 
been dul y summoned. In suits of nisi prius 
the law is differeut. A witness may then 
successfully refuse to give evidence until lie 
has been paid his "just expenses.” 


AN ESSAY ON THE 

LIGATURE OF THE INNOMINATA 

AND 

SUBCLAVIAN ARTERIES, 

THE LATTER BETWEEN TI1EXR ORIGIN AND 
THE 8CALENI MU POLES. 

By Thomas King, Esq., Lecturer on 
Surgery. 

I think it was in 1824 that, being en¬ 
gaged in teaching anatomy and surgery iu 
Paris, ray attention was ’first called to the 
superficial situation of the arteria innomi¬ 
nate, arid the facility of tying it. To Mr. 
O'Donnel, now an eminent practitioner in 
Liverpool, belongs Lhe merit of having dis¬ 
covered the quickest, safest, and best mode 
of tying this vessel, and to him I am solely 
indebted for the notion 1 formed afterwards, 
of applying the same operative process to 
the ligature of the subclavian arteries prior 
to their passage between the scaleni mus¬ 
cles. One day, this gentleman, a most ac¬ 
complished anatomist and expert operator, 
undertook in my cluBs-room to tie the inno* 
minata without dividing a single muscle or 
important part, and that in an incredibly 
short space of lime, I think two minutes. 
A body was placed on the table; Mr. O’Uoii- 
nel laid bare the trachea, passed his finger 
down upon it towaids the chest, and em¬ 
braced the vessel in a ligature. The opera¬ 
tion was completed in a trice, to tbe asto- 
| nisbment of all present. But lhe simplicity 
| of the plan, when once executed, was so 
striking, that far from surprise being 
evinced at the success of the operator, 
Ievery-body wondered, mu often the case, 
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at the attainment of • new objeot. that it had 
never been thought of before. Still the 
subject ky dormant in my memory till I 
bad occasion to perform the operation of 
laryngo-tracbeotomy upon a woman for ocde- 
ma of the glottis; when feeling the large 
vessel# thump away superficially at the bot¬ 
tom of the neck, my attention was fixed 
more than ever upon the anatomy of this 
region. The more I considered the matter, 
the more was I at a loss to account for the 
opinion entertained respecting the situation 
of the innominata artery and the mode of 
taking it up; for Mr. O’Donnel’a operation, 
and that 1 had performed upon the air> tube, 
made what may be termed a practical im¬ 
pression upon me ; they impressed me with 
the superficial and open situation of the arch 
of the aorta, and consequently of all the 
large vessels springing from it. What Mr. 
O’Donuel had done for one of these, it 
seemed to me might be applied to them all, 
and if ao, I became at once the advocate of 
this gentlemau’s operation, and the inventor 
of anew one founded upon it-—one for tying 
the subclavian arteries between their origin 
and the acaleni muscles. 

In commanding the cross of the. aorta, 1 
could tie these vessels nearer their origin 
than had ever been supposed possible, and 
therefore somewhat extend the boundary of 
operative surgery. 1 soou satisfied myself 
that my opinion was correct, and sometime 
afterwards, did not hesitate to lay it before 
the professors of the school of medicine in 
Paris, iu the presence of some of whom I 
performed these operations ou the dead sub¬ 
ject; and as they have not been published 
in England, I shall submit them to this 
Society, first recalling the anatomical rela¬ 
tions upon which they are founded, and after 
describing them, take a cursory view of the 
objections to which they are liable. 

It ia at the superior aperture of the chest 
that on instrument, or the finger, passed 
downwards upon the trachea, necessarily 
comes in contact with the cross of the aorta. 
This vessel arises from the anterior part of 
the left ventricle at its base, opposite the 
centre of the fourth dorsal vertebra, and 
from this point to the lower part of the left 
side of the third, it forms what Iibs been 
termed its arch. The most elevated part of 
this arch corresponds to the lower part of 
the second dorsal vertebra, and it consti¬ 
tutes more than three parts of a circle of 
about three inches iu diameter. The cur¬ 
vature is far from being regular; the vessel 
first proceeds forwards and to the right 
without any ascent, then ascends almost 
vertically, and, finally, it curves across from 
left to right, and from before backwards, to 
terminate in a vertical direction. The an¬ 
terior and posterior planes are, therefore, 
inclined, the former to the left, the Inner 


to the right side, and in one-fburth or fifth 
of its extent, it is contained within the pe¬ 
ricardium. Its relative position, which we 
now huve to consider, is of the greatest 
importance. Its anterior region, concealed 
at first by the origin of the pulmonary artery, 
is covered by cellular tissue, through which 
some mediastinal vessels run, sometimes by 
the thymus gland, and finally by the ante¬ 
rior wall of the chest, that is, principally, by 
the sternum, from which, in its most ante¬ 
rior part, it is distant only about half an 
inch. Its posterior region is in relation, 
first, with the right brunch of the pulmo¬ 
nary artery, further on with the trachea 
near its bifurcation, and, fiually, with the 
left aide of the third dorsal vertebra; its 
right side, or region, corresponds to the su¬ 
perior cava; the left is in relation with the 
left luag; its inferior region corresponds to 
the heart, the bifurcation of the pulmonary 
artery, die ductus arteriosus, and left 
bronchus. The superior region of the aorta, 
to which I wish particularly to call the at¬ 
tention of the Society, and which it is most 
important to consider on this occasion, cor¬ 
responds to the superior aperture of the 
chest, an aperture offering about two inches 
and a half in its antero-posterior, and four 
and a half in its transverse diameter; it is 
there lodged under a sort of triangular vault, 
which is bounded anteriorly by the deep 
layer of the cervical fascia, the inferior ex¬ 
tremities of the steino-byoid and sterno¬ 
thyroid muscles, and the sternum; and 
bounded posteriorly by the trachea. This 
region of tiie arch of the aorta is a little ia 
relation with the left subclavian or innomi- 
nata vein, which, as it advances to the right 
side, somewhat overlaps its anterior region. 

The superior aperture of the chest bound¬ 
ed behind by the spine, and anteriorly by 
the sternum, with the steruo-hyoid nnd thy¬ 
roid muscles attached to it, is occupied iii 
its three po&terior fifths by the tr&ohea and 
oesophagus, whilst the aorta, with the large 
branches springing from it ami the left sub¬ 
clavian vein, occupy its two anterior fifths. 
The aorta, in i'ormiug its arch, traverses this 
aperture ou a level with the inferior part of 
the second dorsal vertebra, passing obliquely 
from right to left, and from before back¬ 
wards. Iu consequence of this disposition 
there is, ou the left side, between its ante¬ 
rior region and the sterno-hyoid muscle, u 
space sufficient to admit the finger, und on 
the right side a similar space between its 
posterior region ami thelougus colli muscle. 

The left phrenic and pueumo-gastric 
nerves pass before tlie left portion of the 
arch around which the recurrent branch of 
the first winds. The (esophagus and tho¬ 
racic duct are found to the right of its ter¬ 
mination, the former situated anteriorly to 
the lutter, Most of the cardiuc nerves creep 
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upon the uch of the aorta, between which 
and the bifurcation of the pulmonary artery, 
and before the eud of the trachea, is tlu> 
cardiac ganglion. Excluded from either 
pleura the aorta winda from the anterior to 
the posterior mediastinum, which it my he 
said to unite at the upper part of the 'cheat, 
embracing in iui arch a portion of the left 
auricle of the heart, the right pulmonary 
artery, and the left bronchus. 

The innominate arises from the arch be¬ 
fore the trachea, the left subclavian on a 
level with the inter-Tertebral suhBtance be¬ 
tween the second and third dorsal vertebras, 
and the left carotid at the junction of .the 
inner, with the middle third of the space 
between the two tint-mentioned vessels. 
The innominate extends as far as a line 
drawn from the right sterno-clavicular 
joint to the centre of the body of the first 
dorsal vertebra, where it rests immediately 
upon the right side, but anterior part of the 
trachea. In this plaoe it seems rather to 
continue as subclavian, after furnishing the 
right carotid, than to form these by its bifur¬ 
cation. Thus the passage of the innomi¬ 
nate is in an oblique direction, upwards, 
outwards, and backwards. Its anterior re¬ 
gion is covered by the left subclavian, and 
unfortunately by the inferior thyroid veins, 
a little by the tbymus gland, the deep layer 
of the fascia of the neck, the lower part of 
the sterno-hyoid, sterno-thyroid, and steruo- 
maetoid muscles, the sternal extremity of 
the clavicle, and the platysma myoides; its 
posterior region is in relation with the tra¬ 
chea. and at its termination separated from 
the longus colli muscle, by a space admit¬ 
ting the end of the finger. On the right of 
the nrtery are the pneumo-gastric nerve, the 
internal jugular vein, and the pleura, from 
which last it is separated by cellular tissue 
and lymphatic glands ; on its left, between 
it and the left carotid, is a free space, at the 
back of which the. thyroid veinB run close 
upon the trachea ; its inferior region corre¬ 
sponds to the pleura, and is somewhat in 
relation with the superior cava. The left 
subclavian vein passes immediately before 
the vessel opposite its upper part; some 
cardiac nervous filaments creep upon its an¬ 
terior region. In general it gives off no 
branch, but sometimes one which runs upon 
the trachea to the thyroid gland. The right 
subclavian artery extends from the right 
side of the trachea on a level with the mid¬ 
dle of the first dorsal vertebra to the exter¬ 
nal edge of the first rib, which, in my mind, 
ought to indicate the distinction between it 
and the axillary artery. It is intermediate 
in size to ita fellow of the opposite side and 
the innominatn. A line drawn from the 
right of the trachea to the tubercle of the 
rib for the attachment of the scalenus an- 
ticus muscle indicates it course, but being 


obliged to descend slightly, ind It the 
same time to pass over s convex part, it 
curves over the summit of the right lung, 
forming a sort of vault to the pleura costa* 
lis, with which it is in immediate contact. 
Its anterior region is covered from within 
outwards by the pnenmo-gtttrio snd pbrenio 
nerves, and some filaments of the great sym¬ 
pathetic, by the vertebral, internal, jugular, 
and subclavian veins, by the deep layer of 
the fascia of the neck, the lower part of the 
sternohyoid, sterno-thyroid, and onto-hyoid 
muscles; more externally this region of the 
artery is covered by the scalenus sn ticus 
muscle, and is, finally, placed between the 
Bubclavius muscle and the first rib. The 
posterior region of the vessel is separated 
from the longue colli muscle and first costo¬ 
vertebral joiut, by a space occupied by the 
great sympathetic and recurrent nerves, 
lymphatic glands, and cellular tissue; fur¬ 
ther on it is in relation with the brachial 
plexus, which separates it from the scalenus 
posticus muscle, and, finally, still in contact 
with the plexus, is lodged with it at the sum¬ 
mit of the axilla, hi the space bounded exter¬ 
nally by the m. aubscnpularis, and internally 
by the serratus magnus; its inferior regiou 
rests upon the pleura, first rib, and first ex¬ 
ternal intercostal muscle. The superior re¬ 
gion, which we have most to do with in 
this description, lies at first in n free space 
bounded anteriorly by the deep layer of 
the fascia of the neck, nnd the inferior at¬ 
tachments of the sterno-hyoid and steruo-tliy- 
roid muscles, and bounded behind by the lon¬ 
gus colli muscle; more externally it is placed 
between the scaleni muscles, and at last in 
the supra-scupular space, the omo-hyoul 
and platysma myoides muscles, the trans- 
versales colli and supra scapular vessels, 
with the external jugular vein, ore, to a cer¬ 
tain extent, in relation with it. 

The right subclavian vein is situated 
rather inferiorly to the artery ; the pneumo- 
gastric nerve, some filaments of the great 
sympathetic and the phrenic nerve, pass 
between the two. Hie first near the origin of 
the artery, the last nesr the scalenus anti- 
ens muscle. The left subcluvian artery 
differing iu its origin and extent from the 
right, has not the same relative position anil 
direction as the latter. As we have stated, it 
arises from tbo end of the arch of the aorta ou 
the left side of the intervertebral substance, 
between the second and third dorsal vertebr.o, 
and ascends almost in a straight line outwards 
to the inner edge of the first rib, where it 
takes the same direction as the right. Its 
anterior region is covered inferiorly by the 
pleura and lung, and then by the left sub¬ 
clavian and internal jugular veins, the deep 
layer of the fascia of tho m-ck, ami the in¬ 
ferior attachments of the sterno-hyoid and 
sterno-thyroid muscles j its posterior region 
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at fir»t Mrti on tie left aide of the spin* 
»nd longut colli muscle, but as the reset*! 
ascend*, a space is left between them, which 
is occupied by the great sympathetic and 
recurrent nerves, lymphatic glands, and 
most frequently the thoracic duct; its in¬ 
ternal region is separated from the left ca¬ 
rotid artery by a apace in which the pnetiraO- 
gaatric nerve, which lies anterior to it, pass¬ 
es down to the chest; its external region 
or left side it intimately united to the 
pleura. The pneumogaatiic nerve runs pa¬ 
rallel to the artery, the phrenic nerve 
crosses it anteriorly very obliquely, and the 
flit merits of the great sympathetic embrace 
it, as its fellow, the right subclavian. The 
direction of the left subclavian artery is such 
as not to admit of distinguishing a superior 
and inferior region ; but superiorly it is 
lodged in the same space as the right, 
the space limited anteriorly by the deep 
layer of the fascia of the neclc, and inferior 
attachments of the sterno-hyoid and sterno¬ 
thyroid muscles, and posteriorly by the lon¬ 
gue colli muscle. As soon as the left sub¬ 
clavian artery reaches the inner edge of the 
first rib, its relations, as well as its course, ] 
are exactly the same as those of the right. 

In order to undarstand how the blood 
reaches the upper extremity, when a liga¬ 
ture is applied to the subclaviau artery, it is 
necessary to bear in mind the branches 
it furnisuea. These are, in general, five in 
number; the vertebral, thyroid axis, inter¬ 
nal mammary, superior intercostal, and pro¬ 
funda cervicis, oil of which arise on the car¬ 
diac side of the scaled muscles, or between 
them. 

I have not yet met with an opportunity 
of performing the operations hero treated of 
upon the living subject; indeed, the cases 
requiring them are fortunately not very fre¬ 
quent. There are, however, some cases of 
aneurism and wounds in which the lives of 
patients might bo saved by them. Hitherto 
the distinction between Bubclavian and axil¬ 
lary urtery has been very indefinite, and not 
the same in every country; wlist is com¬ 
monly called the subclavian artery has fre¬ 
quently been tied with success; that is, 
the artery just passing out from, or lying 
between the scaleni muscles ; but the ope¬ 
ration 1 am proposing, apply to the vessels 
before they arrive at, or on the cardiac side 
of, the Bcaleni muscles. Perhaps it would 
be as well to distinguish these operations, 
giving to the former the name of extra - 
thoracic, and td the latter that of intrn- 
thoracic, which terms might also b* applied 
to the arteries themselves. A ligature was 
applied to the intra-thoracic portion of the 
right subclavian artery bv Mr. Collia in 
1813, but the operation,'performed in a 
manner very different to my plan, was un¬ 
successful. 1 know of no other attempt to 


tie the intra-thoracic subclavian arteries, 
which have been taken np frequently be* 
tween the scsleni, but never except in the 
above insttfice on the thoracic side of these 
muscles. Neither am 1 acquainted with 
qoy successful case of ligature of the inno- 
mioftta, Graefe, of Berlin, and Mott, of 
Philadelphia, attempted It; the first pBtient 
lived three weeks, Sod the other a fortnight 
after the operation. It is scarcely neces¬ 
sary to observe, that in both eases a plan 
widely different from that of Mr. O'Donnel 
was adopted, and I do think the unfavour¬ 
able result attributable in some measure to 
(hat circumstance. 

It is so geueral and important a rule in 
tying arteries to Bttack them by their most 
accessible regions, or to out down upon them 
through the most superficial and least im¬ 
portant parts covering them, as to amount 
to an axiom in snrgery, and it is in a great 
measure the test by which operations of 
this kind should be estimated. In attempt¬ 
ing to lay bare the innominate, operators 
did not follow this rule, but carried their 
inolsions towards its anterior region. Mr. 

I O’Donnel, on the contrary, attacks its su¬ 
perior regiou. Judging the question by the 
above teat, we hive then only to determine 
which region is the most accessible. Ana¬ 
tomy clearly shows that the superior region 
is that by which the vessels can be ap¬ 
proached with the greatest facility, and least 
disturbance of important parts; and, on the 
contrary, that it is almost impossible to un¬ 
cover its anterior region, since the latter is 
concealed not only by the left subclavian 
and inforior thyroid veins, the fascia of the 
neck, the sterno-hyoid, sterno-thyroid mus¬ 
cles, and superficial parts, but also by the 
slerno-mastoid muscle, and the sternal ex¬ 
tremity of the clavicle. 

Now the superior region of the vessel 
mav be said to be covered by no important 
parts ; it lies in that space to which nllusion 
.has so frequently been made, between the 
deep layer of the fascia of the neck lining 
the Sterno-hyoid and thyroid muscle, and 
the trachea. On the medium line this space 
I mav be cut into by merely dividing the skin 
and fascia of the neck, aud when once in it, 
the surgeon has only to follow its posterior 
boundary—that is, the trachea, in order to 
reach the innominata. These observations 
apply with double force to the research of 
the Bubclavian arteries’ which lie in the 
same space; to arrive at the right sub¬ 
clavian the surgeon has only to follow the 
trachea, and to pass his finger nlong the 
trachea and spine to fiud the left. The lust 
vessel, it is true, is deeply seated ; but it 
must be recollected, that us the surgeon's 
finger exceeds the extent of the bodies of 
two vertebra, the artery can be commanded 
even at its origin ; and were it still deeper, 
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it might be commended by properly-con¬ 
structed instruments. Besides, attacking 
them anteriorly does not diminish their 
depth, unless it he proposed to saw through 
the sternum, and turn it out of the way. 1 
have now to detail the different steps of 
these operations. 

To tie the iunominatu, the operator placet 
himself on the left ot' the patient near the 
head, which is extended, and makes an in¬ 
cision about two inobes long from ibe upper 
end of the sternum on the median line, or 
obliquely (which I think preferable) along 
the inner border of the left sterno-msstoid 
muscle, dividing successively the skin and 
cellular tissue, perhaps some fibres of the 
platysma ttivoides, and the middle part of. 
the cervical fascia; the finger is then passed 
into the cellular interstice, between the 
corresponding edges of the opposite sterno¬ 
hyoid and thyroid muscles, and directed ra¬ 
ther obliquely uuder the right sterno-thyroid 
muscle, between which and the trachea is 
the deep layer of the cervical fascia. This 
fascia must be divided with the nail, or a 
blunt-pointed bistoury, and then the left 
fore-finger may be passed down along the 
trachea, bearing a little to the right, where 
it necessarily falls upon the artery, which, 
as we iiave so often mentioned, lies upon 
the air-luhe iu this place. Having well 
ascertained the precise position of the ves¬ 
sel, the surgeon directs the putieut’s head 
to be inclined forwards, in order to relax 
the muscles, and afford as much room as 
possible ; ho takes cate to protect the left 
subclavian and internal jugular veins, by 
carrying them towards the Bternum with the 
same finger, which is never removed from 
the vessel, and which serves to guide the 
ligature. The ligature is conducted by a 
blunt-pointed hook-needle, and drawn tight 
by the iwo lore-fingers passed into the bot¬ 
tom of the wound. 

In this operation, the anastomotic veins 
placed under the stemo-mastoid muscle are 
sometimes wounded, if so, they must be 
secured by ligature. The innominata may 
thus be tied in the place of election ; the 
ligature will be found at first near its bifur¬ 
cation, but it may be easily moved by draw¬ 
ing it iuwards upon the trachea. Neither 
the pleura nor the pueumo-gastric nerve is 
iu danger ; but some of the curdioc filaments 
of the great sympathetic, which run along 
the vessel, are necessarily included in the 
ligature. 

No operation cau be more easy and sim¬ 
ple, or more in conformity with the true 
piittciples of surgery, than this, and it will 
be found, with very slight modification, to 
he applicable to the ligature of the right 
subclavian artery, which we have now to 
consider. To tie this vessel, the sume inci¬ 


sion may be m?de; only, when the finger is 


i 
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passed down upon the trashes, it must be 
directed more ‘obliquely outwards, and 
sometimes it may be necessary to divide a 
few of the fibres of the sterno-thyroid mus¬ 
cle. The ligature is to be placed at any 
given point hetween tbe trachea and scaleni 
muscles, bnt we are here in close eontset 
with the pneumo-gastric, recurrent, phrenio, 
great sympathetic nerves, aud with the 
pleura. The first may be avoided by draw¬ 
ing it inwards, the phrenic should be carried 
outwards, and as tbe recurrent nerve may 
be felt winding round the artery, it may bo 
cleared also by a little precaution. The 
pleura must be graduully and very methodi¬ 
cally pressed down and detached from the 
vessel. 

The principal modification necessary for 
the ligature of the left subclavian artery, 
consists in making the incision along tho 
border of the right sterno-mastoid muscle 
instead of the left. The operator necessa¬ 
rily stands on the right of tbe patient, and 
passes his finger under the left steruo-thy- 
roid muscle, along the left side of tbe tra¬ 
chea, over the left carotid artery, and along 
the left side of tbe spine, till he arrives at 
tbe vessel. The pneumo-gostric nerve should 
be left in situ on the inside of the finger, 
whilst the phrenic nerve, the internal jugu¬ 
lar and left subclavian veins, are earned for¬ 
wards and outwards. Considerable time is 
required to work the finger progressively 
and safely through the cellular tissue; the 
operator must proceed very slowly, step by 
step, and with extreme care ; for he lias 
not only to avoid injuring the vessels and 
nerves which are here in abundance, but 
must detach the pleura from the upper and 
back part of tbe chest, and nothing is more 
easy than to rupture this membrane ; indeed 
the difficulty of detaching it without lacera¬ 
tion, constitutes with some surgeons, as we 
shall have, occasion to slate, a serious ob¬ 
jection to any attempt to tie the vessel. 

When the artery is distinctly felt and 
cleared, so that the surgeon can pass his 
finger round it, a ligature may be applied 
by means of a long blunt needle, curved and 
book-shaped at one extremity, or by Das¬ 
sault's aig uilleUrestart. To tie the knots, two 
metallic tubes mny be used, supposing tho 
fingers too short. Great care must be taken 
that the way be clear, and nothing inter¬ 
posed between the first and second knot, an 
accident which I nnce witnessed in an ope¬ 
ration for tying the external iliac, and which 
required n second ligature. To ovoid the 
great sympathetic nerve and the thoracic 
duct, the ligature, should he applied nearer 
to the origin of the artery than to the scaleni 
muscles. 

1 do not foresee that any objection can 
be made to this mode of exposing tbe 
vessels, bggauae it is the only one which 
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the anatomy of the parte indicate*; but 
moat of the formidable objections mode to 
the ligature of my large arterial trunks, 
apply to any attempts to tie these arteries. 
Still’, as in some cnses of wounds aud nneu 
risms these operations afford the only hope 
of saving life, the surgeon will be justified 
in performing them, if there be some chance 
of a cure, or no proof that a cure is impos¬ 
sible. 

With respect to the ligature of the inno¬ 
minate, no objection founded upon the diffi¬ 
culty of performing it cau be taken ; the 
lesion of every important part, with the ex¬ 
ception of some cardiac filaments, may he 
avoided by a careful anatomist; the left 
subclavian and right internal jugular veins 
can be moved out of the way by the finger, 
and the injury of the minute nerves, run¬ 
ning upon the vessel, ought not of itself to 
prevent an operation where it is the only 
means of preserving life. A strong objec¬ 
tion arises from the difficulty with which 
the circulation is kept up in the head, neck, 
and right arm ; but the arteries of the sound 
side are sufficient for the two former, and 
would carry the blood to the Utter by their 
anastomoses with their fellows of the oppo¬ 
site side, which, in their turn, anastomose 
with vessels arising from the subclavian ; 
these last, particularly die first intercostal 
end internal mammary, would receiv« blood 
also from the descending aorta by means ol 
the other intercostal arteries. Resides, expe¬ 
rience lias answered this objection iu the 
case's operated upon by Oracle and Dr. Mott, 
where one patient survived a fortnight and 
the other three weeks, and in neither of 
which the circulation was seriously impeded. 
Indeed, there is every probability l)r. Mot> 
would have been successful, had be operated 
according to the plan here laid down. 

The difficulty of tying the iutra-thorneic 
subclavian arteries, furnishes an objection to 
lire operation being undertaken by any but 
a skilful anatomist and well-educated sur¬ 
geon, because parts nre exposed the lesion 
of which would instantly cause death. The 
possible lesion of the internal jugular, ver¬ 
tebral, and subclavian veius of the phrenic,, 
pneuuio-gastric, and great sympathetic, 
nerves ; that of the thoracic duct on the left | 
side, and the rupture of the pleura, consti¬ 
tute formidable obstacles to the safe accom¬ 
plishment of the operation. But it must be 
recollected i that the iojury of most of these 
parts can be avoided by protecting them 
with the finger. The thoracic duct is a se-: 
rious obstacle, but as it is in direct relation 
Willi the artery only opposite the junction 
of the internal jugular and subclavian veins, 
it may be avoided by respecting the parts in 
tire immediate vicinity of its termination. 
Some of the filaments of the great sympa¬ 
thetic must inevitably be. injured, but not in 


sufficient number to be necessarily mortal. 
Due of the greatest objections is the liability 
to rupture the pleura. 1 grant that it is a 
frequent occurrence even ou the deud sub¬ 
ject, hut it i* not unavoidable if the surgeon 
will but allow himself time—time, the great 
requisite of a sound operation. If it cnunot 
be avoided by the plot) 1 propose, which has 
the advantage of laying the artery bare to a 
great extent of its circumference without 
touching it, there is certainly no other by 
which it can possibly be spared. The sur¬ 
geon has the opportunity of detaching it from 
the mediastinum outwards, just as the peri¬ 
toneum is sepnrutrd in the ligature of the 
iliac arteries. 1 admit, that the two cases 
are not perfectly analogous, for the pleura, 
which are of extreme tenuity, have not the 
cellular tissue ihtit lines the peritoneum, and 
are closely applied to the subclavian arteries, 
especially to the left. Nothing is more 
difficult than their seporation, still it is pos¬ 
sible without the lesion of either. Suppos¬ 
ing the lesion of the pleura inevitable, would 
ibis accident be sufficient to cause the ope¬ 
ration to be rejected 1 For my own part, I 
should answer negatively. The membrane 
would be ruptured by the finger, nnd the 
lung would not he exposed to injury, there¬ 
fore the lesion would be much less serious 
than certain penetrating wounds of the chest 
which admit of recovery. Another circum¬ 
stance weakening the chances of success in 
these operations, especially that proposed 
lor the right subclavian, is the proximity 
of large branches, which receiving fluid 
blood constantly, might prevent the formation 
or a coagulum iu the artery, aud consequent¬ 
ly expose the patient to secondary hammr- 
rhage from its not being obliterated after the 
ligature ; but as long as the obliteration is 
nut proved to be impossible, the ligature is 
justifiable in all cases where death is certain 
without it. 

The Society* will perceive that I have in 
no wise concealed the difficulties attending 
these operations; and, considering tbut the 
cases requiring them are of necessity mortal, it 
will, l doubt not, deem them justifiable a 1 so. 
In my own practice, I should, after a con¬ 
sultation, have recourse to them, aud should 
any of my colleagues meet with a esse aud 
decline operating himself, 1 should be very 
grateful for the opportunity of giving these 
operations a fair trial. 

Hauover-street, Ifnnovwiquare, 
February, 1831. 


* Thin paper was read before the Wrsliniuster 
Medical Society. 
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BTIPMENSON AND CHUBCUILl/s 
MED1CAI. BOTANY. 

To the Editor of Tub Lanp.it. 

Sib,—H aving being a little “ behind the 
scenes,’' and witnessed bow the machinery 
of medical criticism has in general been sus¬ 
tained, I so highly value the impartiality 
with which you conduct your labours in that 
deportment, that 1 should consider it my 
duty to writhe under your lash without a 
murmur, were you to think it right to infliot 
punishment. But when I find you make 
remarks of sn injurious tendency, which are 
evidently the result of incorrect data, you 
will readily concede my right to explanation. 
In No. SB5 of Tus Lancet, you have given 
a favourable notice of “ Medical Botany,*’ 
but remark, “ that you cannot say that you 
think the publication a cheap one.” Now 
that it will coat the purchaser rather more 
than eight guineas, is quite true, but not¬ 
withstanding this, 1 urn bold to affirm, that 
it is uot a dear work in the general accepta¬ 
tion of the term, having cost the authors the 
labour of five years, and nearly two thou¬ 
sand pounds to complete it. How they are 
to be repaid, excepting by tbe commendation 
the work has received, your knowledge of 
the almost universal poverty of the profes¬ 
sion, of the complete ignorance of, and ge¬ 
neral inatteotiou to, the subject, will readily 
suggest. Wishing to look with a complacent 
eye oa my own labourB, and with an admir¬ 
ing one on those of my coadjutor, 1 in treat 
you to come round to my opinion, us the 
publication, instead of containing “altoge¬ 
ther nearly a hundred and lifiy plates,” has 
nearly two hundred, which addition to the 
number you have assumed as the ground¬ 
work of your remark respecting tbe price, 
adds nearly five hundred pounds to the 
author’s expenses. 

I might add, that previously to the ap¬ 
pearance of our work, Woodviilc's was sell¬ 
ing for eight pounds eleven shillings, and 
that it is now unsaleable. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
James JVIohss Chdbchill, F.L.S. 


CURE OF HYDROPHOBIA BY ASPHYXIA. 

In the same Number you have designated 
M. Chardon’s plan of producing asphyxia as 
a cure for hydrophobia, a new method ; so 
far from this being the case, 1 beg to inform 
you, that there are fishermen at Southamp¬ 
ton who regularly, and secundum orUm, per¬ 
form this operation, by holding the bitten 
person under water with forked sticks, till 
the " blood is turned" as they term it. 
They haveenrds announcing their residences, 
skill, success, &c.; and nearly twenty years 
ago (I shall never forget it) I saw a man of 
the name of Corey cow his boat about a 


hundred yards from the quay, and there hold 
a man under water in the manner described, 
for about three minutes. He was then quick¬ 
ly conducted to shore, and put to bed at the 
nearest publio house. On the same day I 
saw nineteen pigs driven down to the water 
to undergo the same process; they came out 
of Jiark-tbiro, in which county this turning 
of the current of blood is highly thought of. 

*** Mr. Dewhurst will excuse me by 
reminding him, also. “ that there is nothing 
new under the sun.” In another lettur I will 
state my reason for supposing thnt acetic 
acid was John Long’s counter-irritant; if 
so, Mr. Dewhurst's humane assumptions iu 
his concluding sentence, have but a sandy 
foundation. 

J. M. C. 


CHARGES OV PLAGIARISM, 

The Number of The Lancet for Febru¬ 
ary mb, contained an abstract of a paper 
reud by Mr. Qusin to the Westminster Me¬ 
dical Society, purporting to communicate 
original information on the subject of the 
diagnosis of affections of the cerebro-spinal 
system and its membranes. 

In it the names of (ieorget and Abercrom¬ 
bie are first quoted, apparently with most 
laudable candour, as though the best or the 
only authorities ou the subject; hut, in fact, 
merely for tbe purpose of intimating that 
they have failed to accomplish that in which 
the author has succeeded. In this proceeding 
there are two circumstances calculated to 
excite surprise; the oue, that the essayist 
should have reckoned so confidently on 
the ignorance of his hearers and the public, 
as to lay claim to originality; the other, 
that none of the members of u medical so¬ 
ciety in the metropolis should have had the 
ability or tbo firmness to expose the attempt¬ 
ed deception, and pluck the daw of liis bor¬ 
rowed plumes. 

To those who roaynotbe acquainted with 
all that has been done in this part of patho¬ 
logy, it is sufficient to state, that the diag¬ 
nosis iu question, between the symptoms 
reduced respectively by affections of the 
rain and of its membranes, is borrowed 
without acknowledgment from two French 
works, vt*. Martinet and P. Duohatelei’s 
Treatise on Arachnitis, snd Lallemand’B Six 
Anatomico-Pathological Letters on the En¬ 
cephalon and its Dependencies. The lauer 
in particular, a work of great merit and 
originality, has been pillaged without scru¬ 
ple. 

Martinet and Duchatelet, however, have 
no cause for grstulation; they Lad already 
paid their tribute to English plagiarism. 
One Dr. Hawkins, some two or three years 
ago, treated the College of Tbysiciane to a 
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series of lecture* on the pathology of the 
brain and of Ha membranes, iu which the 
descriptions, the anatomical researches, and 
tbe*curiou»iy-minute statistics of the two 
Frenchmen, are appropriated with all ima¬ 
ginable complacency, without a shadow of 
acknowledgment, or the escape of an ex¬ 
pression which might indicate whence they 
were derived ! This system is clearly *' too 
badtlie more so, as these cases, though 
gross and glaring, are far from being solitury 
or unparalleled. If people of this mediocre 
stamp feel their incompetence to observe and 
expouud the laws of nature, and if their in¬ 
troduction to puhlic animadversion be neces¬ 
sary or desirable, let them have recourse to 
imagination or any other faculty tliey may 
possess; but at best, let us request them to 
be honest enough to abstain from laying 
their hands on other people’s property. If, 
however, principle and honour should be 
wanting to ensure men this small virtue, the 
public have aright to demuud that the trans¬ 
gressors ahull not escape the castigation of 
The Lancet, pledged as it is to expose 
fraud and false pretences in whatever shape 
they present themselves. 

CUIQUE SOUM. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

ABSCESS IN THE CEREBELLUM. 

Euz* Purt, tetnt. ID, was admitted into 
Faith’s Ward, on the 15th of January, uo- 
der the care of Mr. Lawrence. She has 
paralysis of the portio dura of the right 
aide; during sleep the eyelid of the affected 
side is but half closed; and when she 
laughs, the muscles of that side remain 
motionless, and thus a rather ludicrous ap- 
pearauce is produced. She suffers severe 
pain in her head, but none of the functions 
of the body are disturbed. There are two 
excrescences in the meatus auditorius ex- 
teruus of the right side attended with pu¬ 
rulent discharge. 

She slates that she has been subject to 
headach for the last twelve months, and that 
lately excrescences luve appeared in the 
meatus. She has been married a fortnight, 
since which the pain in her head has in¬ 
creased to such an extent, as to uompel her 
to come here to seek relief. 

The treatment which was adopted was 
antiphlogistic, and consisted of five copious 
bleedings from the arm, the application of 
leeches to the head, n blister to the nape of 
the neck, and active purging. These reme¬ 
dies were attended with considerable miti¬ 
gation of her sufferings ; a portion of oue of 
the excrescences ctuue away, which also 


was productive of ralief. The pain being 
still severe, her head was shaved, and ice 
applied to it. She was then submitted to a 
course of mercury, which affected her sys¬ 
tem in a few days. These measures were 
not capable of arresting the disease, and 
she died ou the 27th of Jaunary. 

Post*Mortem Examination seven hours 
after death. 

Head .—Membranes of the brain perfectly 
healthy; the convolutions appeared paler 
than usual, and were much flattened, espe¬ 
cially on the right side. There were no 
evidences of inflammation in the substance 
of the brain. Three ounces of very trans¬ 
parent fluid were found in the lateral ven¬ 
tricles. On dividing the tentorium, the right 
half of the cerebellum appeared enlarged, 
and its anterior part folt as if it contained 
fluid. When it was cut into, about half aa 
ounce of thin, and very fetid, pus escaped; 
the parietes of the abscess were of a black¬ 
ish-green colour, and the cerebellum was 
adherent to the meatus auditorius ioternus. 
On strippiug off the dura mater from the 
petrous portion of the temporal bone, thick 
pus was Been on the upper surface of the 
superior wall of the tympanum. This was 
washed off, and ulceration of the bone be¬ 
neath it was observed ; there was an open¬ 
ing iu it through which a probe was passed 
into the tympanum, whioh, when its supe¬ 
rior wall was removed, was found full of 
pus. There were two excrescences in the 
meatus auditorius externus; one attached 
to the lower part of the meatus, the other to 
the membrana tympani, and in this mem¬ 
brane there were several small holes. The 
portio dura was examined, and exhibited 
its usual appearance. 

The thoracic and abdominal viscera were 
healthy. 

Pelvis .—The uterus and ovaries were 
enlarged, and in a state of congestion. The 
labia of the os uteri were prominent, and 
the posterior one more injected thau the 
rest of the uterua. Several small eminences 
were seen on the surface of the ovaries, 
which Mr. Lawrence supposed to be ova 
ready to escajH*. Sections of the ovaries 
were made, and in the one on the right side 
a very beautiful corpus luteum wae found. 

SYPHILITIC ULCER OF THE XVKUD. 

Ellen Cole, a*tat. 22, was admitted into 
Faith's Ward on the 27th of January, under 
the care of Mr. Lawrence. The superior 
lid of the right eye is so much sw elled aa to 
prevent her elevating it; is of a dark-rose 
colour, and a slight ulceration is seen on its 
ciliary margin, near the external cautbua. 
When the lid is everted, a aore of a circular 
iigure, and about half an inebiu diameter, is 
seen on its conjunctival surface. The but- 



BOOK AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


786 

face of the uloer is of a dark-ash colour, 
as are also the edges, which are raised mid 
slightly irregular. Tire conjunoliva lining 
the lid is highly inflamed, bat that cover 
ing the eye is not. There is a slight puru¬ 
lent discharge from between the lids, and 
with the exception of being unable to open 
the eye, she experiences no inconvenience. 
There are two syphilitic sores on the scalp, 
and one of them is rather extensive. Her 
tongue is white, bowels open, pulse natural, 
catamenia suspended during the last eigh¬ 
teen months. 

She states that Bhe is a servant, and that 
she had a clap three years since, hut denies 
having ever had any other affection of her 
genital organs. To take a dose of the com¬ 
pound senna mixture directly, and two 
grains of calomel, with a third of a grain 
of opium every eight hours. 

31. Swelling of the lid lessthsn when she 
was admitted, but is still considerable ; vas¬ 
cularity of the conjunctiva diminished. The 
surface of the ulcer is of s much lighter co¬ 
lour, and small red granulations are spen at 
several points. Thu discharge has neatly 
ceased, and the ulcers of the scalp are im¬ 
proving. Tongue clean, bowels open ; pulse 
70 and soft; her gums Bre rather sore, and 
there is an increased secretion of suliva. 
Continue the calomel and opium. 

Feb. 2. The swelling of the lid has much j 
decreased ; the ulcer looks more healthy; 
than it has hitherto done, and those on the 
scalp are also better; her mouth is very 
sore; she is in other respects the same. 
Discontinue the calomel and opium. 

0. The ulcers are healing fast; her mouth 
continues very sore. Let her use an alum 
gargle. 

14. The improvement has been rapidly 
progressive; the swelling of the lid has sub¬ 
sided ; the ulcers ure healed; the vascu¬ 
larity of the conjunctiva has disappeared, 
and she says she feels perfectly well. 


LITEItAltY INTELLIGENCE. 

Mr. E. W. T uson, teacher of anatomy nt the Little 
Windmill Street School, is preparing for ihe press:i 
folio Fasciculus on the Anatomical and Smgictl 
Parts of Inguinal ami Fenmml Hernim, illustrated 
liy plates on a similar construction to those that 
Lave heeu already published by that author. 


BOOK RECEIVED. 

A Description of the Diseases and Accidents in¬ 
cidental to the Horse, wherein the Rock Oil of Bar¬ 
bados. or Green Mineral Naphtha, lias proved a par¬ 
ticularly useful remedy, with directions for its 
general use. By B. Hart, Zoatrist. London: Sher¬ 
wood. 183 L pp. 48. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. B. M. Bradford will find hi our 388th <\o.| 
that we had already inserted a reply on thfl subject 
of the Surrey 'Dispensary. 

Medina. In both caaeahe is safe. 

Judivut. The market in that quarter is complete¬ 
ly overstocked, and the pay has of late been so much 
reduced as to be considered a very inadequate re¬ 
muneration. 

Mr. Litehfieid. Unfortunately surgeons cannot 
recover by legal means fen for attendance on coto¬ 
ners' inquests. 

Probably ./. R. had better forward his suggestion 
to the editors themselves. 

We should be very plod to comply with the wish 
of Vrritus nnd his friends, had we more space, but 
on introductory lecture can hardly be expectal to 
afford sufficient novelty to justify our pubhshingone 
at this moment. 

A Pupil of Si. Thomtts's denies that (he resolu¬ 
tion of pupils attending the demonstrations at that 
hospital exculpate the demonstrator from the charges 
brought against him. He states that the resolution 
itself was proposed by the acting demonstrator, that 
not more than one-fourth of the students would sign 
it, and that many of those who did were old st udents 
wliu ure not in the nronis above once a month. He 
reprats his statement ihat there are no demonstra¬ 
tions on a Thursday, that at Christmas there were 
none lorjt/mu days, and that for many hours in the 
week there is but one instead of two demonstrators 
present. 

A Correspondent informs us that arrangements 
have been made between Dr. Addison of Guy's 
Hospital, uud Mr. Cooper of the Webb Street 
School, which will permit the course of lectures 
delivering by the former gentleman to continue un¬ 
disturbed. 

Ihsii/iulusEsr.ulnpii. We believe the examina¬ 
tion i", in Gregory *s Conspectus, restricted to the 
first ten books, and to the tiret and third books of 
Cel>us. 

Mr. Gotta. It is not necessary that he should he 
n medical practitioner; but, of course, a membei of 
the medical profession must be deemed best quali¬ 
fied for such an office. 

C. IV. 31. WY r. rret to ‘fry there is no remedy. 
The annual dini.i» .*• the teachers and pupils of 
the Alderspote Street School took place on the IfMh. 
We have not room for o report of the pini-mling- in 
our present N umber. 

J. /?., if-—cf. It would have* afforded us sin¬ 

cere pleasure to have rendered him nssi. i. e if 
the controversy in which he was qngogi-ri. hut wo 
feared that Ins position was not miibpainable. 
Another communication, containing an is-connl of 
the subsequent proceedings would lie uci.i ptable. 

We be? to acknowledge the polite notes of the 
editors of several medical journals, and we regret 
that imr arrangements will not allow of our accept¬ 
ing their offers tn exchange. Tim business at our 
office is already too weighty to be managed without 
considerable difficulty, and we have hitherto found 
it inexpedient to excliangi- journo'* with any pe¬ 
riodical whatever; •• i .1 ■•••i.i -iiiy mi.imi-i >liy feeling, 

! hot on tbe ground that we are averse to ndd to the 
I number of onr already complicated arraugemnlits. 

K. C. The clerks ure certainly allowed to make 
the additinnol charge for the supplemental numbers, 
but I»r. C. may spare himself any further uneasiness 
on the subject, as the opportunity for making the 
demand is not likely to recur. We value bis friend¬ 
ship. 

Inquirer,. The disease is not dangerous, but we 
would earnestly recommend him to apply to a sur¬ 
geon. There is not a man in the profession who, if 
• our correspondent's circumstances arc such as be 
| states them In be, would withhold bis gratuitous 
assistance. He msy rest assured that this is the 
safest course, ami will tend most to his advantage. 

W« are compelled most reluctantly to omit ilia 
insertion of Mr, Harden’s note until next week. 
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Glasgow Medical Journal. No. Xlll. 

February , 1831. 

We find several valuable papers in the 
number now before us. The conciseness 
aud importance of the following articles in¬ 
duce ua to present them to our readers with¬ 
out abbreviation:— 

CASES or IDIOPATHIC GLOSSITIS. 

By Mr. John Orgill, Surgeon t Stranraer. 

“ True idiopathic glossitis seems to be a 
very Tare disease; at least, the recorded 
cases are few in number. The followiug 
cases, therefore, occurring in my practice 
here, may not be altogether destitute of 
importance 

“ Case 1.—C. Keumuire, a farmer, aged 
50, complained of much difficulty in deglu¬ 
tition, which he attributed to inflammation 
of the throat. As he lived at some distance 
in the country, and could not come in him¬ 
self, Lib wife came to me, and explained 
the symptoms as well as she could. Appro¬ 
priate remedies for the supposed disease, 
inflammation of the throat, were recom¬ 
mended, About a week after this he was 
brought to town in a cart. 1 then found 
that the left half of the longue was so much 
swollen at completely to prevent articula¬ 
tion and deglutition. The right half, of its 
natural size and appearance, was in part 
overlapped by the diseased half. For eight 
days preceding lie had not been able to 
swallow any.thing solid, and during the last 
two days he could not get down a drop of 
liquids ; the pulse was nearly natural. I 
wished to apply leeches to the tongue, but 
the mouth was so completely filled with it 
as not to afford space for them except at the 
tip ; I therefore put eleven large leeches to 
the root of the tongue externally, and when 
they fell off applied a cupping glass over the 
bites, by which means about aix ounces of 
blood were obtained, but this afforded little 
relief; 1 then introduced a scalpel flat on 
the dorsum of the tongue, and made two 
incisions, about half an inch deep, from the 
farthest point to which the instrument reach- 
ed to the tip, The incisions bled pretty 
No, S92, 
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freely, and the swelling was, in consequence, 
so far reduced aa to enable him to answer 
questions intelligibly ; he could also expec¬ 
torate a little, which he was before unable 
to do, though, aa he expressed it, ' choking 
with bis spittle,’ which was thick and very 
tenacious. This was at noon. I saw him. 
again about eight o'clock in the evening; 
the diseased half of the organ was then as 
much swollen as ever; 1 scarified it still 
more deeply, and ordered an enema with an 
ounce of castor oil. As he was evidently 
exhausted from want of food, for which he 
had a good appetite, but which, as 1 have 
stated, he had been unable to take for eight 
days, I ordered some Boup to be made, with 
the intention of calling in an hour after, and 
of attempting to introduce it into the sto¬ 
mach by means of the stomach-pump. I 
accordingly returned, and found him smok¬ 
ing his pipe, tiie last scarification, along 
with the enema, having given him great 
relief. With considerable difficulty, and 
very slowly, he swallowed a small bowl of 
soup. When I saw him next morning, the 
tongue had resumed its former swollen state. 
I then observed, what 1 had not done be¬ 
fore, a peculiar lividity at the tip of the 
diseased half of the organ. 1 now intro¬ 
duced the scalpel as before, and made an 
incision more than an inch in depth. A great 
gush of most offensive pus followed, and 
gave the patient immediate relief; the in¬ 
cisions hesled in eight days, the tongue hav¬ 
ing recovered its proper size aud appear¬ 
ance. The sensibility on the left aide of 
the tongue continued impaired for a year 
after, but it was afterwords gradually re¬ 
covered. 

! “ Case 2.—.March 5,1828. Jas. Brown, 
a sailor, ®t. 15. After languor, aud some 
rigors, complained of difficulty of deglutition, 
which he attributed to inflammation of 
tbrost. I saw him next day, and found the 
left half of the. tongue swollen to at least 
three rimes itsuatural bulk, and very painful; 
articulation and deglutition were performed 
with much difficulty aud pain; the surfuee 
of die tongue was foul, except at the tip, 
which was peculiarly clean nnd red; the 
papiU* of this part seemed to have entirely 
disappeared, leaving the tip remarkably 
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smooth *, the median line formed on abrupt 
termination of tbe enlargement. Pulse 100, 
very hard and full; some thirst. The ab¬ 
straction of twenty ounces of blood gave 
some relief, and enabled him to swullow a 
brisk cathartic immediately after. The next 
day tbe tumefaction tod pain sesifted to he 
again on the increase; five large leeches 
were applied to tbe tougue, and tbe cathar¬ 
tic was repeated. The leeches gave imme¬ 
diate relief, and from this time the disease 
rapidly abated, leaving tbe organ iu a healthy 
Btnte on tbe fourth day after the attack. 

“ Case 3.—July, 1828. J. B., a woman 
from the country, applied to me with glos¬ 
sitis affecting the whole organ, and termi¬ 
nating in suppuration of the right half. She 
was relieved by scarifications, by letting out 
the pus, by tbe lancet introduced at the side 
of tbe tongue, and by cathartics. Some 
months after die was again attacked with 
the same complaint. As I was hurriedly 
called away when she. came to me she waul 
to another surgeon, and 1 never learned the 
result. In this esse, likewise, there was a 
peculiar lividity and smoothness at the tip, 
on the side which suppurated. 

*' Remarks .—In none of these cases could 
the patient assign an adequate cause for 
the complaint, unless we consider as such 
the only one that Keumuire could give. At 
the first bite of a very sour apple, which be 
had been eating two days before tbe attack, 
he felt as if a needle bad run into his Longue, 
and a Budden flow of saliva followed, iu 
tbe 4th vol. of the Dublin Hospital Reports, 
a case of idiopathic glossitis, affecting the 
left half of the tongue, is related by Dr. 
Graves, and is, apparently, the only case on 
record in which the inflammation was limit¬ 
ed to the half of the organ. In the first two 
cases related above, the disease was con¬ 
fined to the left half also; this of course 
must be considered as an accidental coinci¬ 
dence, for we can hardly conceive wby the 
left half should be more liable to inflamma¬ 
tion than the right. Perhaps the lividity on 
the tip in the first and last cases may be 
considered as symptomatic of tbe suppura¬ 
tion which took place; if so, this would en¬ 
courage us, in a similar case, to have re¬ 
course to incision as practised in these cases 
with so much success. I believe it will be 
found very difficult to detect the presence of 
puB by tbe feeling of fluctuation which gene¬ 
rally guides us in other cases. The tongue 
fills tbe mouth so completely, and the intro¬ 
duction of the fingers gives so much pain, 
that putting out of tbe question tbe un¬ 
steadiness of tbe organ, its peculiar texture, 
and the deep seat of the pus, it may be con¬ 
sidered a matter of some importance to fix 
on some appearance as indicative of tbe 
formation of an abscess. So far as these 
cases go, the livid colour of the tip of the 


1 tongue majr he considered ns symptomatic 
j of suppuration.” 

OuSOPttAGOTOMY It* THE IIOII8E. 

Ihj J. P. Cheethuiu, Veterinary Surgeon . 

11 On the '9th of August I was called to 
attend a bay mare at the Horse Barracks, 
the property of an officer of the 4th Dragoon 
Guards; when I entered her loose box, I 
found her discharging mastioated food by 
tbe nose; and I perceived on the nigh side 
of tbe neck, in the situation of tbe oesopha¬ 
gus, a swelling of the size of my arm, com¬ 
mencing about 6ix inches below the pha¬ 
rynx, and gradually increasing in size until 
it reached the sixth cervical vertebra, where 
it terminated abruptly. From the history 
of the case, it would appear that there bud 
been a partiul obstruction offered to tbe 
passage of the food ever since she bad been 
purchased, which had been progressively 
increasing for a period of about nine months. 
Ou several occasions of late, the ccsophagus 
had become so obstructed, that it wus ne¬ 
cessary, in order to remove the contents, to 
wash these down with water; in other in¬ 
stances a probang was used. Last spring a 
blister was applied over tbe diseased part, 
and abe was afterwards turned out to gross. 
While at gross, it was observed that the 
food, when it happened to lodge in tbe 
lower part of the dilatation, was frequently 
passed up towards the mouth, aud again re¬ 
turned towards the stomach. 'Ibis action 
went on in many instances, till the food, as 
it were, accidentally passed on to the sto¬ 
mach. .She was tukeu from grass on the 
6th of August, and, on the following day, 
was given a considerable allowance of com, 
in order to ascertain if she had recovered from 
the disease. An accumulation of the food 
as formerly was the result; and the means 
formerly used having been tried without 
effect, I wus sent for, and findiug by the 
previous history that a permanent stricture 
existed, 1 resolved to perform the following 
operation. Having bad her cast on her 
right side, 1 made an incision opposite the 
sixth cervical vertebra into the oesophagus, 
about four inches in length, the knife pass¬ 
ing between tbe levator humeri and the 
vessels aud nerves (namely, the jugular 
vein, carotid artery, and par vagum) ; on 
opening tbe oesophagus, it seemingly was 
divested of iu muscular fibres, tbe cuticular 
coat being tbe principal part thBt here com¬ 
posed tbe tube. Having exposed part of 
the masticated food which it contained, it 
was, from its density, removed with some 
difficulty, and she was afterwards given a 
little warm water to wash out the cesopha- 
us. Tbe dimensions of the dilated portion 
could not correctly ascertain, but its infe¬ 
rior part I imagined, when distended} to be 
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three or four inches in diameter. On er. 
omining the cyst, I found the tube so much 
coutmcted at the opening downwards, that, 
it would only admit a probaug half an inch 
in diameter to paBB, and that not without 
rotatory motion and some degree of force. 
After withdrawing the probang, she was 
allowed to get to her feet; she then drank 
freely of warm water, which, hy applying 
pressure ou the wouud, passed on to the 
stomach without interruption. But when 
the pressure was removed, the greater 
quantity passed out hy the wound ; her 
pulse, which at first was 65, having risen 
to 75 after the operation, 1 abstracted from 
the jugular vein five quarts of blood, ad¬ 
ministered a laxative drench, and 1 left her 
at fire j».m. At nine j»,m. 1 again visited 
her, and found the pulse 90; the wound in 
a foul-like state, an ichorous discharge, 
with an offensive smell; fomentations of 
tepid water were then applied to the parts 
all night, and a solution of the chloride of 
lime injected into the wound every half 
hour. In the course of two hours she was 
much relieved, pulse fallen to 80 ; she took 
freely of gruel through the night, and by 
four next morning the wound had lost the 
offensive smell; the discharge much less; 
pulse 75. I now left her, a poultice having 
been applied over the wound. At eleven 
a.m. the symptoms much the same; the 
wound was bathed with tepid water, and a 
fresh poultice applied. In the evening, 
pulse 65, at which it continued for two 
days. With the wouud, similar treatment 
was pijrsued; her regimen was gruel, 
mashes of bran, and a decoction of linseed 
of a thin consistence. On the 12th a 
Sloughing in the wound commenced, ex¬ 
tending to the (esophagus, part of which 
j was detached in a week, when the wound 
assumed a healthy condition, aud the fever 
abated. I now introduced a probang of a 
similar size us that mentioned formerly, 
through the stricture, and repeated it two 
and three times a day for ten days, increas¬ 
ing its size gradually. Alter the first in¬ 
troduction the probang passed every day 
more easily, till at length it could he intro¬ 
duced with the greatest facility. By these 
means the stricture, which appeared to have 
formed where the tube enters the chest, 
was overcome; but since that time the pro¬ 
hang has been occasionally introduced by 
the owner. To assist the mare in swallow¬ 
ing, the dilated part is aided in its action by 
_ pressure, which is accomplished by means 
* of a collar similar to that of a martingsl, 
with a pad attached to it, and the whole 
being fixed to the roller by straps properly 
adjusted, a regular degree of pressure is 
kept up. 

“ Sept. 26. I now find the dilated por¬ 
tion greatly diminished in calibre; the 
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wound nearly closed; she is lively and in 
good spirits, taking daily exercise, and eat¬ 
ing her regimental allowance of corn and 
hay. 

tl The more has now, 30th of December, 
1830, been for a considerable time quite 
well, is in good condition, and has been 
frequently hunted since the operation.’* 

PATF1OL0GY OF TETANUS—BEMARKADLB 
DISSECTIONS. 

The 8th article consists of an account 
of the yellow fever which prevailed ou board 
H.M.S. Iphigeniu in 1822. We shall no¬ 
tice this essay on another occasion. The 
last paper from which we shall make an ex¬ 
tract, is a report of cases treated in the 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary, by Dr. Perry. 
In this report, two cases of traumatic teta¬ 
nus are detailed, in both of which peculiar 
morbid appearances were detected. We 
extract the acconnt of the dissections, which 
appear to us to be of the utmost importance. 
The symptoms or treatment require no ob¬ 
servation 

Case 1.—“ Inspection 24 hours after 
death.— The whole spinous processes aud 
calvarium were removed; the brain and 
theca; vertebrarum fully exposed. There 
was a little serous fluid at the base of the 
brain, betwixt the tunica araebnoidea and 
pin mater. The brain was considerably more 
vnscular than usual, aud on the posterior part 
of both lobes of the cerebellum there exist¬ 
ed an ecchymosed appearance, which could 
easily be removed by raising the pia mater. 
The medulla spinnlis had a perfectly healthy 
appearance, but a considerable quantity of 
partly fluid, partly coagulated blood, existed 
betwixt the theca and the vertebra. Tba 
vesicated surfaces occupied the lower half 
of the left leg, aud the outer and lower half 
of the right leg. Both hod a green sloughy 
aspect, and the cellular substance was much 
inflamed. The veins did not appear more 
vascular than natural, and the arteries ap¬ 
peared healthy. The nerves were also care¬ 
fully examined; the cutaneous of both legs, 
particularly the commnnicaus tibialis, and 
the communicating branches of the peroneal 
nerve with the tibialis communis, were tn- 
jiamed at the seat of the injury ; tracing 
them upwards above this point they were 
perfectly healthy, except that portion of the 
peroneal which turns over the head of the 
fibula, there it was again distinctly very 
vascular, thus leaving au intermediate por¬ 
tion perfectly free from the appearances of 
inflammation. The vascularity appeared to 
be confined to the sheath of each nerve; the 
deep-seated branches appeared to be quite 
SB* 
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natural. No other morbid appearances were, 
detected. 

" Case t .— Inspection 24 hours after 
death.—' The body was allowed to lie the usual 
way on the back till the lime of inspection. 
The calvarium and spiuous ridges were re¬ 
moved, fully exposing the thecu vertebra-1 
rum, down to the cauda equina; there was 1 
no effusion on the brain or its membranes,, 
and its substance was natural throughout. 
No effusion existed between the theca and 
the vertebras; the theca was healthy, and 
betwixt it aud the spinal chord was a preter¬ 
natural quantity of serum. The chord itself 
was of a pale colour. The nerves on each 
side of the remaining phalanx of the ring- 
finger were very vascular. On tracing up¬ 
wards the ulnar nerve from this point to the 
elbow, it was of its natural colour, hut liete 
again it became very vascular for about the 
extent of two inches. In the'nxilla it again 
presented a similar appearance ns at the 
elbow, the portion of it intervening betwixt 
these two points being bmlthy. Tracing 
the median nerve in the same way us the 
ulanr, it was found perfectly natural, from 
its digital branch, which supplied the radial 
side of the ring-finger (and which, as stated 
above, was much inflamed), till about the 
middle of the arm, when it again presented 
an inflamed appearance for the extent of an 
inch and a half. The portion of it interven¬ 
ing betwixt this part and that confined tu 
the axilla, where it again became vascular, 
was natural. This vascularity throughout, 
was not confined to the sheaths of the 
nerves, but occupied their substance ; (he 
radial and superficial nerves of the arm, 
along with its veins and urteries, were per- 
fectly natural; the lumbar nerves were un¬ 
affected ; the oesophagus was examined, aud 
found healthy; the trachea appeared in¬ 
flamed, and contained a large quantity of 
greenish-coloured mucus; the other thoracic 
viscera and digestive organs natural.” 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON TI1E 1 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OP 

DEAFNESS. 

No. HI. 

By John Fobbrokf., M.D., Cheltenham. 

The predisposing causes of deafness are, 
hereditary transmission ; unknown imper¬ 
fections of the structure of the organs of 
hearing; debility arising from other dis¬ 
eases, and especially weak and disordered 
states of the pulmonary orguus. The doc¬ 
trine of predisposition, though it has been 
limited to particular discuses, is applicable 


to almost all. Diseases, whether of the 
liver, lungs, brain, or of other organs and 
tissues, are seen continually to descend 
through families, and, in fact, to form family 
diseases, durivod from one side or the oiber. 
Deuf patients very frequently trace tbeir in¬ 
firmity in this manner from their progenitors. 
1 have been consulted upon deafness by 
morn than one member of the same family 
at the same time, as in the instance of Lady 
B. and her daughter Mias G. B. A lady, "a 
friend of the late Colonel James Smith, of 
Cheltenham, fell out of a window at Nor¬ 
wich, in a state of pregnancy, and instantly 
became deaf in one ear. The child produced 
by this pregnancy was boru deaf in the cor¬ 
responding ear. 

In the absence of hereditary predisposition, 
as indeed in (lie majority of those who go 
deaf, there would appear to he some original 
condition of tlieoigmis, which renders them 
in a particular degree susceptible of being 
acted upon by the exciting causes. Other¬ 
wise, why should it occur that under all the 
same conditions of the case, the same remote 
causes should produce it not m one indivi¬ 
dual immediately excite it in another ? This 
original condition consists probably in some 
original imperfection in the constitution of 
the ear in structure and function. Also the 
ears, comparatively with other organs, are 
constructed with u superior delicacy, aud 
more exquisite sensibility of impressions of 
all kinds, and, from that circumstance alone, 
ure more liable to be affected by all the 
general exciting causes of disease. Hence, 
bodily and mental disorder, general constitu¬ 
tional derangements, co-operating with tho 
disposing cause, may either induce deafness, 
or returns of it. 1 have known many pa¬ 
tients who entertained a notion that short¬ 
ness of breathing, or“ weak lungs,” lmd led 
to their deafness. Gepeml debility is fol¬ 
lowed by an enfeebling of this sense. Hence, 
deafness frequently occurs in the last stage 
of consumption. It comes on as a monitor of 
old age, often goes away ,* and returns again, 
till it becomes fixed. Au old lady, now a?t. 
8.), became hard of bearing at 75 »t., reco¬ 
vered, became deaf again, at last perma¬ 
nently, She loses her hearing totally when 
attacked with catarrh or other smart india- 
{losition. The aged frequently grow deafer 
and deafer imperceptibly to themselves, 
marking the participation of the failing 
sense in the progressive wearing out of the 
whole frame. 

Very little certain knowledge has been 
obtained of the proximate causes of deafueaa, 
nr of tho pathological conditions of the parts 
of the ear after death. Examinations have 
been very rare. In the museums of the 
School of Medicine of Paris, Trinity College, 

* These disappearance* generally coincide wilh 
tiu Cuming on of *oine other affection. 
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Dublin, tlie University tnd College of Sur¬ 
geons of Edinburgh, where the stores of in* 
•truction in morbid tnstomy are so abundant 
and excellent, 1 found no preparations of im¬ 
portance, except of diseases of the brain, of 
which deafness was only one of the symp¬ 
toms. Some few examples are scattered 
through the medical journals. They exhibit 
ebanges of structure, which, for the greater 
part, from their nature and situation, afford 
very little prospect of successful treatment 
of the class of cases to which they belong. 
The physicians of thst extraordinary und 
magnanimous people the French, with their 
accustomed zeal and superior perseverance 
in pathological anatomy, have recorded 
numerous aural examinations of persons 
dying deBf. The morbid appearances were 
chiefly accumulations of pus in the cavity of 
the tympanum, caries of the bones of the 
car, inflammation of the membrane covering 
the cochlea and semicircular cauals, and 
erosion and opening of the fenestra rotunda. 
In deafness ol'a*single ear, the membrane 
just mentioned was found opaque and thick¬ 
ened, and its proper fluid was wanting. 
{See Archives, Oct*, 1824.) M. iilandiu, 
supplementary professor of anatomy in the 
Ecole do Medecine, to whose attentions I 
am indebted, found in a man horn deaf an 
ossiform concretion in the labyrinth, whilst 
the optic nerve was airophised to n simple 
cellular filament. “ The most common spe¬ 
cies of deafness,” says the very able patho¬ 
logist, Professor Alacartney, of Dubliu, 

'* arises from inflammation extending from 
the auditory passage to the memhrano of the 
tympanum. An immense effusion of mucus 
into the tympanum takes place; ulceration 
follows; the chain of bones U thrown out. 
The patient is rendered incapable of regu¬ 
lating the impressions of Bounds ; he some¬ 
times finds them too loud, sud cannot dis¬ 
cern them when low. The impression is 
produced on Lbe organ without his having 
the power of regulating it."— MS. notes of 
Pathol. Led., 18*9— J. F* 

All the above changes, and the' deafness 
to which they gave rise, were ascribed to 
inflammation, in almost every case of u 
chronic nature. Scanty as are these facts, 
they bear powerfully aud obviously upon 
the principle of practice to be observed at; 
the commencement of deafness, when only, 
there is much hope of success. Though 
aware of the difficulty of investigating! 
structure so minute as the ear, and of the 
necessity of u practised anatomical hand and 
pathological eye, 1 cannot but regret that 
opportunities ore neglected of examining 
those who die deaf in our large institutions. 
No private practice, 1 am sorry to say, enn 
ever afford sufficient opportunities. 

One tiling is certuin, that the morbid 
octioi) going on in the internal ear aud pro¬ 


ducing deafness, does not always extend to 
disorganization of the parts, or permanent 
injury of the sense, for I have aeen very ob¬ 
stinate and long-oontinued deafness dis¬ 
appear upon the occurrence of diseased 
action in another part of the body. Mr. 
Giller, a young man who applied to me in 
1827-8, bad been deaf five years in the left 
ear; he had sounds in this ear like the boil¬ 
ing of a kettle, and a continual discharge 
from the external auditory [canal; the Eu¬ 
stachian tube was pervious. Sometimes he 
could hear a watch with the deaf ear, at 
others be was so totally deaf with it, that 
when lying in bed with that ear towards the 
door he could not hear persons entering the 
room. He was liable to constant spitting, 
aud once every three or four mouths to 
spontaneous diarrhoeas with blood, attended 
with great pain and weakness. Three weeks 
before he came he had had spitting of blood, 
which was relieved by Mr. Averill. He was 
subject also to pnins in the back and side. 
After Uyiug other remedies for the deafness 
some time, he took the linct. of iodine. The 
deafness went off, but inflammation of the 
chest followed immediately , after which, 
upon his convalescence, the deafness re¬ 
turned. Dr. Parry relates the case of s 
lady 50 set., who, being affected with jaun¬ 
dice, dropsy 7 in two forms, and total want of 
urine, had also been deaf for two months. 
Twelve hours before her death her natural 
hearing returned. “This must be ascribed, 
says he, “to the diminished activity and 
fulness of the vessels." He gives ano¬ 
ther case of noise in the ears and deaf¬ 
ness in u lady aged 76 (she lost the noise 
when in a enrriage), with cough, shortness 
of breath, threatening of suffocation in the 
night, and swellings of the legs. She hap¬ 
pened to lose thirty ounces of blood by heemor • 
rhaqe from an issue and the deaf ness left 
her. (Posthumous /Forks, Fd. /. p> 554.) 
I do for my own part believe firmly that if 
deafness were treated like acute ophthalmia, 
with decisive bleeding at its first coming oil 
in plethoric subjects, it might be cured and 
prevented from establishing itself. M* Lal- 
lemand observes, “Occasionally in otorrhea 
the discharge from the ear ceases in conse¬ 
quence of some other operation going on ia 
the system, as the epoch of puberty, preg¬ 
nancy, &c., or some pathological fluxion or 
determination to a particular organ. Some¬ 
times these discharges alternate with attacks 
of rheumatism, cotarrhus vbbicsc, leucor- 
rhica, Ste. In some cases the new disease u 
so violent that it is necessary to produce a 
drain near the ear by seton, and to adopt 

the rigid antiphlogistic system of treatment. 

No certain rule of practice can be inferred 
always, or even often, from these spontane¬ 
ous evolutions or changes of determination. 

Profeswr Andnd; jun-i on aulll0Ill y °* t “® 
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fint cltas, Twwjka-that though preternatural Abiding strictly by ail tat tuh kaow* 
aoeonsltdou and congestions of blood in by the operation* of the mm of tkemov- 
the capillary veeseh may exitt independent* bid condition* of the organ during life, and 
ly of organic alterations, they cannot be preferring rather to coulees my own igno- 
xomoved by bleeding or other mews, be- moo* than take advantage of that of other*, 
cause the local congestion n merely the by ascribing those oases to causes of which 
effect of the exciting cause, and so long as I can have no ocular or other demonatra- 
that eanse exists, though we leave but one lion, I consider that deafness is divisible, 
drop of blood in the body, that drop will generally, into only two kinds, dkafnau 
obey, in desuite of all our bleedings, the with ana deafness without discharge. 
summons of the irritstiog cause and fly to In oases of deafness with discharge, I 
the part affected. It is, therefore, he adds, have observed, that the inflammation only, 
the Moiling cause which we should endee- not the discharge, affects the hearing. The 
vour to investigate and counteract, a prin- deafness, which is worse during the con- 
ciple so fully recognised by the Italian tiouance of the inflammatory symptoms 
school as the' basis of their couuter-iiimu- alone, as also the pain anti throbbing, which 
lant system. are often in that case very severe, are ame- 

Tha above facta prove the occasional dis- lioraled on the appearance of the discharge, 
appearance of even old deafness, and also The discharge in different cases, and in the 
show that the diseased actiou, however pro- same cases at different times, varies in qua- 
tracted or obstinate, ia not such as always lity sod appearance. M. LaUemand says, 
to produce alteration of structure. The with truth, that — 114 The smell, colour, and 


in a nervous affection, but l nm disposed to 1 viduala. under different circumstances.”— 
believe it is far more probably in congestion ; Ueafuess, with discharge, is sometimes pe- 


of the venous capillaries. We see a slow, [nodical. In the case of s tradesman's son 
irritable inflammation of the eye, especially at Cheltenham, who applied to me, it came 
of its conjunctival membrane, which con- on annually. About the middle of the last 
tinues a length of time, creates some depo- century, M. Mery published an account 
silion on the iris and retina, but not the of u very severe case of deafness, with 
same rapid and destructive changes as in- discharge, in a girl, which came and de¬ 
nomination from increased arterial action, parted periodically. The patient, when 
May not the ear be similarly affected 1 Con- lying upon the grass, was seized with ex- 
geslion is an interesting, and a by no means cruciating pain in one car, which was fol- 
well-defined action. After venous congestion lowed by paralysis on one tide of the face, 
of the intestines, we see the veins tortuous. An insect, like s large grub, was extracted, 
the parts blue and green, like on English and other means being used, the girl is 
■nake, and an attempt at effusion of coagu- reported to hove recovered, though email 
lable lymph, with blit little effusion and portions of carious bones were discharged 
little adhesion; the appearances quite dif- from the tympanum, 
ferent from those of the same part after All cases of deafness without discharge, 
acute or chronic inflammation ; and we Buy, have received the general appellation of 
this person died in congestion, not of in- “ nervous deafness.” The opplicatiou of 
flammation; but what are the characteristic this hyjwtheticul terra is merely a proof of 
and discriminating symptoms 1 There is our complete ignorance of the real causes, 
less pain, and it comes on more in paroxysms, seated so deeply and interiorly as they are 
The inquiry is important in relation to the in the Beveral varieties of deafness, if such 
treatment of deafness. there be, and of the discriminating symp- 

Whatever may be the proximate cause, or toms, if any, by which such supposed varie- 
pathological conditions, which constitute tics are to be distinguished. But under the 
deafness, no such characteristic symptoms, simple division which 1 have chosen, those 
I apprehend, will ever be ascertained in dif- parts of the ear, and its spjiendages, which 
fert-nt cases as will enable practitioners to come within the scope of actual observation, 
discriminate, with precision, during life, the present some morbid phenomena in deafueas 
different morbid conditions to which the worth detailing. 

internal ear is subject. Most, or all, the in coses of deafness without discharge, 
symptoms which 1 have described may the sensibility of the external porch of the 
occur either together, or at separate periods, ears, and even of the Eustachian tube, if 
in the same case. Indued the symptoms in often so much diminished, that the injection 
every ense of deafness are remarkably uni - of water, almost boiling, can lie borue with 
form, notwithstanding the refined distinc- pleasure. In passing probes into the tvm- 
tioriB of many scientific and disinteres^d pntiuin, I have found the mucous membrane 
writers and the pretences of aurists, who of the tube more sensible on one side than 
arc mere traders in the diseases of the car, the other. So kiudly, iudeed, its wuruith to 
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tbe ear, that Ea«t IndipM, k Cheitoabaja.! 
have toH me, that deaf people foqoantly 
toee their dn&eia oa airiviag h the East 
Indies; aad I have known some of the 
Company’s offioers teebnunead Sn Esst In¬ 
dian voyage to relations to get lid of their 
deafness. “ A chronic discharge koto thej 
eats, with inflammation,” say* M. Lalte- 
msnd, " is generally diminished under the 
influence of a dry and warm temperature, 
exercise, and low living. In simple cases, 
it will entirely disappear under these cir¬ 
cumstances; it is easily renewed or aug- 


a single gland only is enlarged. It should 
be tmderstood, that simple tonsillar enlarge*; 
meat in deafness eoinoides, sod is compli¬ 
cated, with other causes of deafness, and 
that tucb jijnple tonsiUar enlargement often 
ocean withotH deafness. The brother of a 
respectable draggist bare, and another per- 
sea,lately came tome wUhtoasilsimmense¬ 
ly enlarged, without spy effect on the bear¬ 
ing. Apparently enlarged tonsils often give 
rise to dyspepsia and disordered states of 
the stomach, for I hare known those affec¬ 
tions yield, in deaf persona, in proportion 


mented by the reverse, and espeoially by \ as the tonsils were reduced to their natnral- 
vold and moisture, too much intellectual ex-; bulk. 


ertion, and excesses of the table, lionet 
states, that “ A nobleman from the climate 
of Rome, which is very damp to live in, 
having removed to the olimute of Naples, 
especially on the sea-coast, found his sight 
and hearing much improved. Indeed he 
became perfectly well after going for bis 
recovery to the sulphureous watering-places 
and to the sudatories (cells in baths for ex¬ 
citing perspiration without washing), which 
ore hot-houses iu myrtle groves.”— Sepul- 
chreturn de Auricum ajj'ectibux, tom. I. 
p. 43r». Mrs. Macklyn, the sister-in-law of j 
the state-surgeon of Ireland, four days before) 
her death, when under my care, had sol 
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nCMARXS ON THE MECHANICAL MEANS 
EMPLOYED IN THE THEATMENT OF 

FRACTURES OF THE LOWER 
EXTREMITIES. 

By W. H. Neville, Esq., Surgeon. 

(With two Plates.) 


It often happens in fraoturea of the lsg f 
much insensibility of the ears, that she ex- where both bone3ure broken nearly in the 
perienced sensatious of severe cold from the' same relative part of their abaft, that, wl»e- 
injection of hot water, till it was raised St her the limb be laid on its side, iu a ainto 
to a degree at which 1 could not beur my j of semiflexion, or extended in the straight 
fingers in it. She had ear-ach fiom a ca-1 position, it is found difficult to keep the 
rious affection of the lower jaws. Quite i broken ends of the bones respectively in such 


different is the effect of ouhl water; it 
causes painful frigidity, catarrh, and even 
an increase of deafness. After warm injec¬ 
tions, the rush of cold air is felt more sen¬ 
sibly, and increases the liability to colds, 
1 ascribe to this circumstance that inatiuct 
of the deaf which renders them so generally 
averse from subjecting their ears to treat¬ 
ment during winter. These plvenoineun Bre 
all explained by the exquisite structure and 
sensibility of the organ to boll', impressions. 
Lot and cold. 

Enlarged tonsils contribute to deafness 
even wheu those glands, in their enlarged 
state, are not so adapted as to compress and 
close the Eustachian tubes; for 1 have 
found the Uearihg often improved by the 
reduction of large tonsils, though they did 
not obstruct the passage of probes through 
the Eustachian tubes wheu at their greatest 
magnitude. Whether in these cases the 
tonsils contribute to deafness by defeating 
the impulses of the air, or by modifying the 
reverberations of souud in the posterior 
palate and nines, or by association of func¬ 
tion with the ears, or by the. relative posi¬ 
tion of the posterior purl of the enlaigPil 
tonsil to the Eustachian tube, is not ascer¬ 
tained. la di-ufuesa of one ear, generally, 


Accurate contact, as finally to preserve the 
proper figure of the limb. The weight of 
the foot, and the hollow form of the leg at 
its hack nud lower part, together wilb tlve 
projection of the heel, constitute some of 
the difficulties both iu simple as well as com¬ 
pound fractures, and a reference to the ana¬ 
tomy of the bones as wellas of the soft parts 
will show uh that such difficulties are to be 
expected. In compound fractures too, a ne¬ 
cessity may arise for frequent changes of 
dressings and bandages, and this is seldom 
accomplished without some disturbance 
which it would be very desirable to avoid. 
The absolute necessity of occasionally mov¬ 
ing the psLient iu bed, is another source of 
disturbance to the fracture, and the pressure 
of splints against some prominent part of 
the limb in order to give proper stability to 
the whole, is a matter very annoying, and 
very often complained of. 

In the endeavour to obviate some of tliesa 
difficulties, and to luUil the primary pur¬ 
poses of the surgeon simply anti effectually, 
1 have constructed a new sort of splint tor 
the leg, the utility of .which 1 have proved 
in some very had fractures, to the aaiisluc - 
tion of several professional friends, beside* 
having received the complimentary lesti- 
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mony of other surgeons who have employed 
the same plan in their own practice. I 
hare shown the splints to many surgeons of 
great experience in military, naval, and 
rivate practice, and in every instance they 
ave expressed the moat decided approbation 
of them, both in regard to tlie accuracy of 
their mechanical power, and their ability to 
meet the pathological requirements of frso 
tore. I am therefore induced to publish this 
account of them, in the hope that they may 
become useful auxiliaries in many instances, 
and I shall be highly gratified to find that a 
more extensive trial may confirm the favour¬ 
able opinion which so many have already 
expressed of them. The plan of the instru¬ 
ments is very simple, and the materials of 
which they are composed exceedingly dura¬ 
ble. Mr. Thompson, of Windmill Street, to 
whom I have given the plans and any ad¬ 
vantages that may arise therefrom,has taken 
great pains to manufacture the apliuts neat- { 
ly, and he has spared neither trouble nor ex¬ 
pense in procuriug a set of engravings which 
accompany this paper so as to exhibit and 
explain the matter pretty accurately. 

I need only say, therefore, that the splints 
are made of iron, and the padding of flannel 
eight times folded, and enveloped in a cover 
oilmen or of chamois leather. The sub-1 
stance of the under splint, is such ns to bear 
the weight of the limb easily, and yet to 
bend so as to meet any shape that may'be re-1 
quired; the substance of the side splints is 
almost the lightest that is to be obtained, 
and such aa will enclose the limb laterally 
with great exactness, and maintain its shape 
without any painful pressure ; the padding 
is sewed on the splints, through holes bored 
in pairs at proper distances. i 

It is thus assumed that a flexible splint, 
with soft and regular padding will perform I 
its office more accurately, and with less pain j 
to the patient, than an inflexible splint and j 
graduated cushion. j 

Several different sizes will of course be j 
required, to meet the length and width of 
different limbs from childhood to the adult 
■ge, as the object is—to provide a firm and 
easy resting-place for the limb, additional to 
the pillow, by carrying ■ splint at the buck 
of the limb from the point of the toes to hat! 
way up the thigh—to retain the limb there¬ 
upon in its natural form by fastening the 
foot and ancle to one end by a figure-of !t 
bandage—and to extinguish for a time the 
action of the knee-joiut, by binding it with 
a broad linen roller, moderately tight only, 
upon the other eud of the splint, carrying 
the roller a little below the knee and aa far 
above on the thigh aa tho splint extends. 

The side splints will assist in maintaining 
the accurate position of the limb, as from 
their flexible nature they will accommodate 
themselves to the existing state of the limb, 


and baring a bearing on the foot part of the 
under splint, and extending thence above 
the knee, they will yield an efficient and 
accurate support in their whole line. 

A little oiled silk being laid on the back 
splint, under the fractured part of the limb, 
aud the eighteen-tailed bandage upon this, 
the latter may be changed at pleasure by 
means of a spatula j or what in many oases 
ia easier, the eighteen-(ailed bandage may 
be altogether applied under tho bock splint, 
and yet encircle the limb with sufficient 
power. 

This arrangement of the fracture will 
provide for— 

1 st. The easy and natural position and 
length of limb. 

2nd. The necessary change of dressings. 

Sd, Passive motion, without disturbing 
the fracture. 

But as there is a great variety in the na¬ 
ture of fracture, and as all mechanical means 
are limited in their power, so in those which 
I have now the honour to auhmit, there will 
arise occasional difficulties iu adapting neatly 
the means to the end we have ia view. 

In putting up a fractured leg, as it is 
termed, some surgeon a make use of an 
upper splint to lie along the anterior pan of 
the limb, In order toobtaiu much advan¬ 
tage from ihiB, it should probably extend 
through the whole course of the tibia; but 
aB the foot rises from the end of this bone, 
at nn obtuse angle, there is often much in¬ 
convenience felt by the end of the solid 
splint pressing against the instep. To ob¬ 
viate this I l»Bve suggested a flexible splint, 
made of very uurrow strips of thin metal 
sewed on a pad, in imitation of the wooden 
splint. This may be turned up at the eud, 
so as to accommodate the instep, utid, uh 
M r. Thompson manufactures it, the splint 
has a very neat appearance. 

Or Fracture ti Tmod-lloNC. —From the 
diversity of means proposed for the manage¬ 
ment of fractured thigh-bone, it may be 
iuferred that this accident is n matter of 
serious consideration for the surgeon, ami 
of this fact every man’s experience will 
sooner or later convince him. Every eligi¬ 
ble proposition for managing such cases is, 
therefore, a matter of interest to him who 
desires to perform his work neatly es well 
aa securely. Those who have been accus¬ 
tomed to use the long splint, as it is culled 
(a plan, 1 believe, emanating from French 
surgery), and who have witnessed the suc¬ 
cessful results of its operation, will not rea¬ 
dily be persuaded to abandon it, in the ma¬ 
jority of cases, for any other means. Ad¬ 
mitting then the preference which many 
surgeons entertain for that instrument, 1 have 
ventured to think that the alteration 1 have 
made therein will be received as an improve¬ 
ment ; such at least is the uatmrancu which 
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1 hire reocired from penou practically 
competent to offer an opinion. 

The instrument described in Mr. Thomp¬ 
son’s plate is made of iron and padded 
throughout, on the simple plan already de¬ 
scribed ; it is strong enough to maintain the 
length of the limb when duly applied, and 
requires, like the old splint, the agency of 
additional abort splints to compress the 
powerful muscles of the thigh. In the con¬ 
struction of the old splint, a separate one 
waa required for each limb; iu this of mine 
the shaft is moveable on the loot-piece, and 
the instrument is thus convertible into right 
or left at pleasure. In the old splint o 
great distress was generally experienced 
from the pressure of the lateral foot-board, 
or from the stricture of bandagea required 
to preserve the foot motionless ; in mine, by 
providing an easy and accurate resting-place 
lor the heel and lower part of the leg, and at 
the a Bine time the sole of the foot baviag 
a support accommodated to its shape, the 
whole of these part* may be bound easily, 
yet securely, so as to constitute the one 
grand point d'ajtpui. The shaft being then 
added the ancle will be received against a soft 
cushion, and will escape all violent pressure, 
whatever be the form or size of the mal¬ 
leolus. In making the upper point of re- 
sistance against the ischium, one end of the 
bandage, pierced by the hook, may be thus 
neatly fastened thereon, and the few other 
turns will he easily received into the sinus 
which the hook makes with the abaft, and 
kept secure from slipping. The two prin¬ 
cipal points for giving the limb its due 
length being thus secured, it will naturally 
occur to the operator, that the next part re¬ 
quiring attention will he the centre of the 
shaft, viz., that in contact with the knee. 
To those who may prefer wood to iron for 
the shaft of the thigh splint, I beg leave to 
say, that ]\Ir. Thompson has manufactured 
both, having adapted the iron foot-piece to 
a wooden shaft of the same size as in the 
old splint. 

In conclusion, I may say that I have made 
a variety of experiments with different sorts 
of metal, and also with the same metal, in 
various states of ductility, for the purposes 
above mentioned, and I have preferred such 
as are here described, lu what I have doue 
my aim has been merely to be useful, and 
if in the endeavour to multiply useful means, 
or to simplify such as would admit of im¬ 
provement, 1 have effected any-tiling worthy 
of imitation iu principle, or of adoption in 
praocice, I shall be sufficiently rewarded for 
the puins I have taken. 

Esher, Surrey, Feb. lit, 1831. 


MEDICAL EDUCATION AND GO- 
VERNMENT IN IRELAND. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sin,—I did expect that the letter signed 
" A. J.,” which appeared in a late number 
of your excellent Journal, would have been 
noticed on this side of the water, although 
in many points of view it ap|>eara not worth 
the trouble of & rejoinder. **** Say wbat 
ou will of the venerable few in the big 
ouse in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, their prac¬ 
tices, as concerns the student at least, are 
excellent compared with ours. They have 
declared the law, and have bound themselves 
to respect that law, such as it is. Any one 
producing the qualifications specified in their 
printed paper, may claim his examination 
as matter of right, and those claims will be 
allowed. But here there is a discretionary 
power, a judge-law to be made for the oc¬ 
casion, which, under similar circumstances, 
may or may not be allowed as s precedent, 
without cause shown in either case, where 
whim or interest can inflict injury on a 
faultless individual, where the agents are 
irresponsible, and against whom there is no 
appeal. The by-laws relating to education 
begin thus 1 “ Candidates shall be admitted 
to an examination for letters testimonial as 
apprentices, and shall be entitled to the 
privileges reserved for apprentices, if they 
shall have been duly registered as such on 
the College books, livery apprentice so 
registered shall be admitted to an examina¬ 
tion for letters testimonial, if he shall have 
laid before the Court of Censors the follow¬ 
ing documents.” Then, alter requiring a 
certificate of a previous examination in 
classics, his indeutures, with the master’s 
certificate, and his bank receipt for thirty 
guiueas lodged to tbo College account, it 
continues:—“ 4tb. Such certificates of at¬ 
tendance on the practice of a hospital or 
county infirmary, and on lectures on unatomy 
and physiology, surgery, practice of medi¬ 
cine, chemistry, materia medics, midwifery, 
and medical jurisprudence, and of the per¬ 
formance of dissections, and attendance on 
anatomical demonstrations, as may satisfy 
the court that the candidate has had suffi¬ 
cient opportunity of acquiring information.” 
Such certificates os may satisfy the Court ! 
“ Aye, there's the villauy,” as some one 
says iu the play: there are no specific 
Conns—no specific number and class of cer¬ 
tificates for the exclusively privileged. 
How does this work*! iu various ways, but 
always to the advantage of the junta; nt 
least if it is not so, they do not lock Urn 
power to make it so at pleasure. A young 
man, wy, indentured to a member or iiceu- 
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in the country, produces a certificate 
for three or tour years’ attendance on a 
county infirmary, besides those for lectures, 
dissections, &c. This infirmary attendance 
takes so much money from the Dublin Hos¬ 
pital (each of which has its representa¬ 
tive in either of the courts), that such prao* 
tico must be discouraged; he is told he 
wants one certificate in chemistry (fit* of 
whicb, by-the-by, tre required by the laws 
for non-apprentices); the candidate says be 
was an apprentice, and did not think he was 
bound by laws made for others, and from 
which he was exclusively exempted by the 
published regulations ; he is told the court 
does not care what he thinks—that he has 
had his answer. *• But,” rejoins the de¬ 
spairing candidate, I sent io my certifi¬ 
cates last October, it is now February, and 
the court hare but taken them into con¬ 
sideration, when it is too late to attend the 
second chemical course this year. I live a 
hundred miles fromDuhlin, and 1 think 1 will 
be found prepared in chemistry if now ex¬ 
amined.” “The court have decided,” re¬ 
plies Peter Courtney, the clerk uf the Col¬ 
lege, shutting the door in his face, and de- { 
nying further parley by the addition of some j 
of that vulgar insolence which he never fails j 
to exhibit to every one who baa occasion to 
speak to him, and thus the candidate has 
fourteen months longer to wait before he 
can present hi in seif again for examination ! 
Here is one of the exclusive privileges which 
the members of the Irish College of Sur¬ 
geons have permitted to be made law, for 
the exclusive advantage of that junta or 
their exclusive favourites. Do 1 state a 
thing which may occur? No, I would not 
insult the public understanding so far. J 
speak of a thing which has occurred. 1 speak 
of a power above the law, of which a junta 
of seven men have possessed themselves— 
who, according to certain unmentionable 
peculiarities of the case, could do irrepara¬ 
ble injury to the character and prospects in 
life to a faultless individual, for a reason 
which they can waive in favour of, perhaps^ 
a much less estimable person ; they can do 
This, aud “ say it is their humour where 
is the redress? If they never used this 
judge-made law, the suspicion is upon 
them, and will remain so as long as the 
power remains; they are irresponsible for 
uny injustice in such cases—they are not 
hound by oath in such cases-their discus¬ 
sions in such cases are strictly private, and 
the decision in such cases lias often been 
partial and oppressive. 

T have but touched the first link of those 
by-laws, hut intend, if you atford me space, 
to bring more of them before you hereafter. 

Yours, Ac., 

Nttao, 
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AN P 

GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND. 

To the Editor of Tux Lancet* 

Sir, —It* a former letter I endeavoured t» 
explain the operation and effect of the system 
of surgical education by apprenticeship in 
Ireland. I have now to contrast it with 
another plan, and, in doing so, to refute the 
charges of pnrtiality and shuffling brought 
against the College, by the very person who 
has for years been endeavouring to goad its 
members into the adoption of measures of 
such a character. The charges to which I 
allude are contained in a letter published in 
Tub Lancet of the JOtb of November, and 
dated, with befitting state, from Palace 
How, Rutland Square. It will scarcely be 
credited, that the article in which this letter 
appears, and which teems with such extra¬ 
vagant praises of the “ laudable exertions,’* 
14 libernlity,” “ pungent reasonings,” “ dig¬ 
nity,” ° Berlin celebrity,” and so forth, of 
the writer, was actually composed by the 
pnrty himself, or immediately under las 
ere. 1 state this advisedly, inasmuch as a 
copy of this celebrated letter could not hove 
been obtained from any other source. 1 may 
also be allowed to quote the following pas¬ 
sage fromthesameurticle: “ Why does Dr. J. 
wince at thought of the publicity of Mr. 
Carmichael's letter ? He can reply to cun. 

' fute its calumnies publicly, atul / predict he 
will not." Well, J have replied to confute 
| those calumnies publicly, and how liuve I 
been met ? * By hired abuse and abortive 
attempts to stifle me and the discussion to¬ 
gether, beueutli a dunghill of scurrility. 

It has been already stated, that the Col¬ 
lege of Surgeons in Ireland was not author¬ 
ised by the first charter to examine any hut 
those who had served an apprenticeship. In 
1B‘.?H a now charter was obtained, enabling 
them to "rant their diploma to those also 
who should be eduented according to u sys¬ 
tem to be laid down in future by by-laws. 
This wise and just measure was agreed to al¬ 
most unanimously by the senior member* of 
the profession, who unquestionably risked, by 
doing so, the income derived from the for¬ 
mer system. There was, however, one, 
who, if not actually a dissentient, gave no 
cordial assistance towards tho accomplish¬ 
ment of the object, but, afraid or sshanied 
openly to op [rose the measure, attempted to 
embarrass it by prophetic expressions of 
doubts of its results. Vet did he, the fol¬ 
lowing your, with experienced confidence in 
tho temporary value of a hold assertion, tell 
his introductory-lecture class, “ that ho 
should not sny wlmt great effects from trivial 
cutises spring, but so it was that after his 
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introductory lecture of tbs preceding year,” 
—for there were annual prologues to these 
unacted dramas,—« ( the College was sud¬ 
denly convened for the purpose of attaining 
this object” Thus attributing to his efforts 
the accomplish meat of a measure which lie 
feared, and which he attempted to baffle by 
sidewind man ceur ring. 

Whatever may have been the motives of 
the parties for or against the measure tu 
which 1 have alluded, the old charter was 
withdrawn and the present one substituted, 
by which the College is authorised to grant 
its diploma, at well to students who Berve 
an apprenticeship ss to those who pursue 
another specified form of education. It was 
surely just and wise that the advantages 
which the experience of forty years proved 
to attend the education by apprenticeship, 
shoald not be rashly sacrificed, because it 
was desirable that the College should be 
enabled to enter into a fair com petition with 
the Colleges of Edinburgh and London, or 
because they wished to remove the complaint 
that the students were compelled to seek 
professional honours in other Colleges, in 
consequence of not having served an appren¬ 
ticeship. All this, say the enemies of the 
College*, rosy appear very just and very 
wise, but it is a mere subterfuge; and in 
that same resigning epistle the writer insi¬ 
nuates whit he has repeatedly, openly, as¬ 
serted, that the College did seek and obtain 
a power which they determined never to 
exercise, and that they never intended that 
the non-appremiced pupil should be enabled 
to obtain the diploma. J n other words, that 
the College, in possession of full power to 
refuse the diploma to anyone but those who 
served an apprenticeship, and deriving large, 
safe, and steady incomes from that system, at 
a great risk, and at an expense of BUD l., sur¬ 
rendered this power and endangered this 
income, for the purpose of making a hollow 
display of candour, or to avert the thunders 
of introductory lectures. The tendency of 
this charge is obvious; it is calculated on 
the one hand to perpetuate the Byitem of 
apprenticeship exclusively, by deluding the 
pupils in to a belief that they could not enter 
the profession by any other road, and, on 
the oilier hand, to drive the students to seek 
professional honours in another college, to 
which the path is not, perhaps, so toilsome, 
long, and rugged. The mariner in which 
this charge was adopted, urged, and reiter¬ 
ated in certain quarters, ^Lengthens this 
impression. Never was there raised so 
unanimous, cordial, and joyous an outcry as 
upon the promulgation of iheie new regulu 
tions. heelings, views, and speculations 
lung pent up, got vent, und all burst forth in 
one wild halloo of vituperation of the Irish 
College. Hut those gentlemen who pretend 
to take so much interest in our affairs, will 
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do well to stick to the shearing of their own 
lambs, which are more docile and have heavier 
fleeces ; in Ireland they will most assuredly 
meet with great cry and little wool. Let 
them not suppose that we are so dead to our 
own interests as to reject the advantage, 
distinction,nod pride, of being the College of 
Surgeons of Ireland, or so silly as to drive 
the pupils of this country to take shelter iu 
other colleges, and thus convert friends and 
adherent# into enemies and rivals. 

But let us appeal to facts and to those re¬ 
prehensible laws which have caused so much 
distress to virtuous legislators. The regis¬ 
tered apprentices of the College are required 
to produce, in addition to the indenture of 
apprenticeship, auoh evidence of sufficient 
hospital attendance as the examiners may 
consider necessary, as well as certificates 
for dissections, and attendance on lectures 
on anatomy, surgery, practice of medicine, 
chemistry, materia medics, medical juris¬ 
prudence, and midwifery. The precise 
limits of these exercises arc not assigned, for 
a reason to be stated presently. The nou- 
apprenticed pupil is required to produce 
certificates of au education of six years’ du¬ 
ration, of hospital attendance of five winter 
seasons, or three entire years, of three 
courses of dissections, three courses of lec¬ 
tures on auatomy, three on surgery, two on 
chemistry, one on the practice of medicine, 
one on materia roedica, one on medical juris¬ 
prudence, and one on midwifery. The 
charge against the College is two-fold ; that, 
leaning to the apprentice, they have made his 
education less expensive and less laborious 
than that of the non-regiitered pupil. The 
falsehood of these charges 1 am now to 
prove. I will, for example, contrast the 
expense incurred by an apprentice of the 
seven-Ihousand-tivt-huml red-guinea-’pren¬ 
tice • abhorring - introductory-lectnrrr, with 
that incurred by a non-apprenticed pupil. 
The former pays in fees to his master 150 
guineas, to the College 40; he pays nothing 
for his hospital attendance, his mastor being 
a hospital surgeon. I am at a loss to assign 
the expense of his dissections and anatomi¬ 
cal and surgical lectures, he being quartered 
on a neighbouring private school at a mode¬ 
rate rate, in consequence of certain weighty 
considerations; it may perhaps amount to 
about twenty guineas ;’he pays about twelve 
guineas for his other lectures, all which 
being added together, amounts to a sum of 
t'-iSl. its. But an apprentice may be edu¬ 
cated for a srunller sum than this. If, for 
instance, he be bound to a gentleman who 
engages to defray the expenses of his educa¬ 
tion in those branches in which he, the mas- 
tor, cannot afford him the requisite instruc¬ 
tion; lie pays l.'iO uuineiis fees, and 40 to 
the College, in all 109/. tUr. Two hundred 
pounds may therefore be considered the 
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lowest expense of so apprentice’s educa¬ 
tion. The expenses of the non-registered 
pupil must vary, because the fees paid for 
instruction are greater in some establish¬ 
ments than in others. The following may 
be considered a high average. He pays 60 
guineas to the College, 50 for hospital at¬ 
tendance, 18 for dissections, 24 for the dif¬ 
ferent courses of lectures required, twelve 
in all, si two guineas each, total 1 btl. 
So much, then, for that part of the 
ohirge ; so much for the imputation that the 
College hns heaped unreasonable expenses 
on the non-apprenticed pupil, to deter hint 
from adopting any other mode of education 
than that by apprenticeship. If these 
fig ares be correct (and correct I vouch them 
to be), the apprentice is the person who has 
the most reason to complain of the unequal 
allotment of expense : his education costa 
him at least forty-eight pounds more Ilian 
it coats the non-apprenticed pupil. 

The next charge is embodied in the re¬ 
signing epistle above alluded to in the fol¬ 
lowing words :—“ The College, instead of 
laying down one system of education for 
both classes of pupils, has enarted a distinct 
system for each, and this is done in such a 
manner as must convince any disinterested 
person who peruses the by-laws relating to 
ti>is subject, that the object of the College 
is to discourage all pupils from entering 
into the profession by any other route than 
that of an apprenticeship.' ' That charge is 
just as false as the last. The College de¬ 
fines the precise line of education to be 
adopted by the uoa-appreiiticed pupil, but 
leaves that of the apprentice, to a certain ex¬ 
tent, to the discretion of the Courtof Examin¬ 
er*. Now what is the fact'! The College, for a 
period of 4j years previous to 1829, adopted 
the system of education by apprenticeship 
exclusively, the pursuits, habits, and op¬ 
portunities of the pupils, bring notorious; 
and at a more recent period, the extent aud 
nature of these pursuits being more dis¬ 
tinctly proved by the voluntary production 
of certificates. The results of this very 
simple pi DU of education 1 stated in a former 
letter. The pupil, unshackled and uncon¬ 
trolled by laws or regulations defining the 
precise limits of his studies, adopter], in 
obedience to custom and opinion, a course 
of education, in nine cosea in ten more ex¬ 
pensive and valuable than any laid down by 
any college in these kingdoms. An expe¬ 
riment, in fact, heretofore untried in modern 
times, has been made in Ireland, well 
worthy of the attention of raedicul legisla¬ 
tor*. The examiners sit rs a jury; the 
pupil is called upon to afford evidence of 
capability, which he does as well by his 
answering, as by the proofs he affords of 
diligence and opportunity oi acquiring in¬ 
formation, I am aware that, in other col¬ 


leges, the pnpil produces more certificates 
than those required by the regulation, but 
in no ease has the matter been left so much 
to the discretion of the parties, and with 
such good effect, ea in Ireland. Now here 
was a system which, as the politicians say, 
worked well, capitally well, and wa* it to 
be given up in obedience to the wishes of 
any individual, especially of one who plainly 
showed that he did not at all comprehend 
the benring of the question t But there was 
another reason for not assigning precise 
limits to the education of the apprentice. ■ 
The opportunities of instruction afforded by 
different masters are various; one may be 
surgeon to a large hospital, another to a 
small one, or to a county infirmary or dis¬ 
pensary, or he may be a teacher affording 
peculiarly valuable opportunities in some 
particular branch. A Court of Examiners 
might, therefore, if bound by a precise rule, 
often find that rule inapplicable to a par¬ 
ticular case, and be compelled to refuse an 
examination to a pupil who bod enjoyed 
good, though not the required, means of ac¬ 
quiring information. 

The, non-apprenticed pupil not being so 
immediately under the control of the Col¬ 
lege, or under the superintendence of any 
one responsible to the College for the di¬ 
rection of liis education, has a defined sys¬ 
tem laid down for him, which system, it is 
insinuated, enjoins exercises much more la¬ 
borious and protracted than those expected 
or required from apprentices, for the pur¬ 
pose, as it is said. •* of discouraging them 
from entering the profession bv any other 
route than that of uu apprenticeship. J 
think 1 have heard that the old King of 
France, when be wished to conciliate the 
students of lire school of medicine, ordered 
that they should be ollowed credit for a 
year's study, aud I supposed they had been 
good boys would have ordered them di¬ 
plomas without further trouble; but I 
scarcely think that the Irish College is 
likely to act on the game principle. If 
there, be any leaning to the apprentice, it ia 
assuredly to secure for him » high pro¬ 
fessional character by the care bestowed on 
his education, and not to allow any other 
class of (students to go abroad claiming su¬ 
periority on the best of uli posaibl© grounds, 
a better education. 

It is proved by reference to existing 
documents, that the apprentice, although lint 
compelled by precise regulations to produce 
the same exact number of certificates as the 
non-apprenticed pupil, does actually, in the 
majority of cases, produce more ; and it ap¬ 
pears now settled, that the education as¬ 
signed for the non-apprenticed pupil, may 
be considered the minimum of that expected 
from the apprentice. 1 candidly admit that 
there are some causes which may, ia a very 
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few instances, operate to lower the education 
of the apprentice, below the scale assigned 
for the sou-apprenticed pupil. A hospital 
surgeon, for example, may enjoy no other 
means of instructing bis pupils than the 
wards of bis hospital, sod may be so 
enamoured of that only source of instruc¬ 
tion, that he may hold it up aa au equiva¬ 
lent to every other. For instance, he may 
suppose that when his apprentice strolls 
after him in his morning visit through the 
wards, he is not only learning practical sur¬ 
gery, but chemistry, materia medics, prac¬ 
tice of medicine, midwifery, and medical 
jurisprudence, and that therefore it is alto¬ 
gether unnecessary to attend lectures on 
such a subject. It is also barely {»osaibie 
that some master may be found who has 
engaged to bear the expenses of his pupils’ 
education on account of the fee paid, and 
may consider it waste of time am! money 
that he should attend lectures on the above 
subject. But these causes can be only 
temporary and partial in their operation, 
competition aud publicity will soon remove 
them. 

There is one other point which mast not 
be forgotten. The apprentice aervei five 
years, the non-apprenticed six. This it is 
said is unjust and partial, adding to the 
facilities afforded the apprenticed, and to the 
difficulties presented to the non-appreuticed 
pupil. But the fact is, that not one in tea 
of the apprentices is examined at the ex¬ 
piration of the apprenticeship. Most of 
them postpone the examination for aix or 
twelve months, and many for even a longer 
period. Also, it will surely be admitted, 
that there is bo much value in the opportu¬ 
nities, instruction, and responsibility in 
practice, afforded by the master to the ap¬ 
prenticed, aa may be fairly set off as an 
equivalent to the difference in length of 
service imposed on the nou-Hpprenticed pu¬ 
pil. Upon the whole, it is quite ceriaiu 
that there is no such difference between 
the two systems aa to deter the pupil from 
adopting one in preference to the other; on 
the contrary, the advocates for the exclu¬ 
sive education by apprenticeship, entertain 
well-grounded apprehensions that the facili¬ 
ties afforded for the admission of those not 
apprenticed, will ultimately greatly di¬ 
minish the number of apprentices. 

I hare now, Sir, endeavoured to show' 
Mr. Richard Carmichael that I “ could re¬ 
ply to confute the calumnies” contained in 
his vapouring letter. 1 accepted hia chal¬ 
lenge, but he has fled like a craven from the 
field, placing in his laddie such an ugly, 
gaunt, hollow-eyed, leaden-headed spectre, 
that I muat fly in my turn. 1 will have 
nought to do with Longman's newly im¬ 
ported Irish Gaxatteer. There is one point 
upon which I must contradict this Phantom 


of Medical Literature. He asserts, with true 
“ higli-life-below.sluirs” assumption of ac¬ 
quaintance with medical men aud medical 
affairs m Dublin, that the profession there 
is torn by paltry dissensions. Nothing but 
his total ignorance on the subject acquits 
him of deliberate falsehood! I will venture 
to say, that there is not a great towu in 
Europe in which there exists a belter feel¬ 
ing between the members of the profession 
than in Dublin, nr lass of that shabby 
jealousy which embitters social intercourse 
elsewhere. The controversy upon which I 
have been engaged lisa been reluctantly 
undertaken, and on public grounds alone, 
and after long waiting for some oue else to 
perform so disagreeable a duty. I never 
had the slightest cause, on any other ac¬ 
count , for a personal unfriendly feeling 
against the gentleman with whom I hare 
been at issue ; and have replied to his per¬ 
sonalities in kind, iu order to deter him 
and others from attempting to patch up an 
ephemeral reputation at the expense of 
other men’s chaiaciers. 

Ah. J. 

I Dublin, Feb. 15,1831, 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 

ACCOUNT OF SOME RECENT EVENTS IN THE 
UEDiCAL SCHOOL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— The firm and independent manner 
in which you have ever advocated the cause 
ef justice, and the interest which you have 
always winced for the welfare und prospe¬ 
rity of the medical profession, will suffici¬ 
ently justify any intrusion of which I may 
be guilty, in requesting that you will give 
insertion iu your valuable Journal to the 
following statements, the subject of which 
is intimately connected with the success- 
nay, even the reputatiou of a medical 
school, which, although yet in its infancy, 
has bid fair, from the extent and superiority 
of its advantages and facilities for study, to 
rival the most renowued in this or any other 
metropolis—1 mean that which has been 
founded in the London University. 

Some account of the proceedings, which 
have been passing within tire walla of this 
institution for the lust fortnight, may have 
fallen within the notice of many of vour 
readers. That reports of the most exagge¬ 
rated nature, attaching tome degree of 
blame to the conduct of the medical stu¬ 
dents, have prevailed, there is no doubt, 
and it is only justice to them that a full und 
correct lUtemeut should be laid before the 
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public, that tbeir conduct may be exonerated 
from any imputation which prejudice or 
malevolence may have fixed upon it. 

You are already, Sir, aware of the pro¬ 
ceedings which were instituted during the 
last session hy a part of the medical stu¬ 
dents against one of the lecturers upon 
anatomy, Mr. Pattiaon. F ally aware of the 
importance of attaining a correct anatomi¬ 
cal education, and equally aware of the in¬ 
efficient manner in which it was taught in 
that branch of the department which was 
under the direction of Mr. Pattison, they 
came forward in a spirited and manly man¬ 
ner, and sent in a memorial to the Council 
freely expressing their sentiments upon the 
subject, and calling upon them to institute 
such inquiries as might lead to a permanent 
redress of an evil, so evidently calculated to 
injure their prospects, and sully Hie rising 
fame of this institution. 

The Council, however, not being fully 
satisfied of the validity of the charges 
brought against Professor Pattison—or per¬ 
haps not choosing to enter into the subject 
in tbe manner it deserved, or give it that 
attention it so imperiously demanded—did 
not take those decided steps by which the 
grievance could alone be redressed—they 
contented themselves by agreeing to the 
suggestion of Professor Pattison himself— 
that Mr. Bennett should be associated with 
him in the chair of anatomy—and that those 
parts should be allotted to him, the in¬ 
efficient execution of which, on Professor 
Pattison'■ part, had given rise to the just 
remoustrsnees of his class. Thus, at the 
opening of the session, the following was 
the arrangement of the anatomical part 
the general anatomy of the tissues, and the 
descriptive anatomy of tbe viscera and or¬ 
gans of sense, by Professor Bennett; the 
descriptive anatomy of the bones, muscles, 
blood-vessels, and nerves, by Professor Pat¬ 
tison ; demonstrations by Mr. Bennett, as¬ 
sisted by Mr. Quain and Mr. Phillip. 

Willi this arrangement the students have, 
in a great measure, had reason to rejoice ; 
the talented and interesting lectures of Pro- 
lessor Bennett, of whose qualifications and 
exertions it would be impossible to sneak 
too highly—the attention and assiduity of 
Mr. Quain and Mr. Phillip in the dissect¬ 
ing-room, and their systematic mode of per¬ 
forming their respective duties, cannot fail 
to impart to the studentB that information 
which it is so necessary for them to possess. 

But unfortunately tbe same encomium 
cannot be passed upon the remaining, but 
by no means least important, part of the 
division—that of descriptive anatomy under 
the direction of Professor Pattison. What¬ 
ever may he the professional knowledge 
or the intrinsic talents of this gentleman, it 
<4 but too evident to every one who attends 


his class, that he fails in conveying his in¬ 
formation in a manner sufficiently impres¬ 
sive, either to excite the interest, attract 
the attention, or improve Hie knowledge of 
his pupils: the consequence of this is easily 
imagined', both his surgical and anatomical 
lectures are deserted, and tbe students either 
study these important departments of their 
profession in the theatres of other schools, 
or they neglect to study them at all. 

This unfortunate but undeniable fact, 
which is so evidently calculated to strike nt 
the very foundation of those grounds upon 
which this University mainly rests its claim 
of superiority, has long been perceived and 
deeply felt hy those whom it more imme¬ 
diately concerns—the pupils themselves ; 
but being unwilling to remain longer pas¬ 
sive under its unjust and impressive influ¬ 
ence, they came to the determination to 
perform what they had long contemplated— 
viz. to send in another memorial to the 
Council, respectfully requesting them to 
take the subject into their most serious 
consideration. In order to carry this object 
into effect, several meetings have been held, 
botli within and without the walls of the 
University. At these meetiugs no invec¬ 
tives .were thrown out against Mr. Pattison— 
no personal feeling was expressed—no party 
spirit was evinced. Deeply impressed with 
the importance of the object in which they 
were engaged, and actuated only and solely 
by a high sense of duty, both as regarded 
themselves and the prosperity of the insti¬ 
tution to which they belonged, they ulti¬ 
mately came to the resolution of presenting 
the following memorial to the Council:— 

11 To the Council of the London 
University. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen,—In pre¬ 
suming to lay before you this memorial, we, 
the uudersigued students of the Loudon Uni¬ 
versity, are sensible of tbe many difficulties 
we have to encounter to clear our proceed¬ 
ing from every suspicion that may arise as 
to the correctness of our judgment, the 
purity of our intentions, or the sincere de¬ 
sire we have to approach you with the most 
unbounded deference and respect. 

u Your exalted rank, acknowledged wis¬ 
dom, and unremitting exertion in forwarding 
tbe interests of an institution of which we 
individually feel proud in being enrolled as 
siudeuts, embolden us in the course we are 
pursuing, and assure us that an investiga¬ 
tion of tbe troths we advance will sufficient¬ 
ly attest the honourable motives by which 
we are actuated. We have long struggled, 
my Lords and Gentlemen, between a sense 
of what we eonsidered due to ourselves, to 
tbe interests of this institution, and to him 
whom these proceedings might affect; and 
It Uaot but with feelings of the greatest 
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pain, that we come to the resolution of re¬ 
spectfully soliciting the attention of the 
Council to the difficulties and disadvantages 
under which we are placed. Influenced and 
encouraged by the prospects of a superior 
plan of education, we have been induced to 
enrol our names as students of this Univer¬ 
sity ; and ill deserved would be the honours 
already acquired by some of us, and aspired 
to by others, did we not possess a grateful 
and just sense of the very nmple means of 
instruction afforded us in every department 
but those of descriptive anatomy and sur¬ 
gery. 

u The kindly bearing of Professor Patti- 
son who fills these respective chairs, his 
urbanity of manner and disposition, we one 
and all acknowledge and subscribe to. Truth 
and necessity, however, compel us equally 
to declare that, from a want of systematic 
arrangement of his lectures, from the super¬ 
ficial manner in which he treats of the rela¬ 
tive connexions of parts, from the frequent 
commission of palpable errors, which are 
left unnoticed and uncorrected, from the ab¬ 
sence of every-thing that can give interest 
to instruction, and from an inaptitude in 
conveying information, we are unable to de¬ 
rive correct anatomical knowledge, und are 
driven to seek improvement in our chambers 
rather than Bubmit to wbat must otherwise 
be a sacrifice of time. In proof of these 
statements we need only mention the fact, 
that not one half of the class usually attend ; 
nor can we help expressing our sorrow in 
finding that there are aimoBt daily seoeders 
from our ranks to other schools, where lec¬ 
turers possessed of greater endowments, 
hut by no means better intentiotis, give 
more efficient anatomical and surgical iu- 
stiuctiou. 

“ These, my Lords and Gentlemen, are 
the grounds of our intrusion,—these the 
rensous that influence our conduct; we do- 
sire not to prejudice or injure the interests 
of any individual, hut we cannot endure that 
the welfare and reputation of on institution 
so enlightened, so noble, so emulous of fame, 
should be endangered, without! r.ealous, but 
we trust consistent expression on our pnrt of 
the cause most likely to lead to it, and should 
this our prayer for inquiry into the facts we 
have stated, be deemed by the wisdom of i 
the Council deserving that consideration j 
wn humbly conceive requisite, we feel our¬ 
selves prepared to give the necessary infer-, 
mat ion in any manner best suited to main- 1 
tain the dignity of the Council, aud the re¬ 
spect and duty we owe to them as students. 
Finally, we shall ever pray for the perma¬ 
nent prosperity of this University, and sub¬ 
scribe ourselves, ? 

41 My Lords and Gentlemen, j 

u Year obedient aermli.” \ 


To this memorial, within two days after it 
was drawn up, sixty names were affixed, 
and in order to save time it was immediately 
sent into the Council. But whilst the stu¬ 
dents were engaged iu tire performance of 
this duty. Professor Psttiaon suddenly 
changed that tone of conduct which lie had 
usually borne to hit class; be began to 
evince feelings of irritation, and to adopt 
measures which were neither called for by 
the occasion, nor authorised by his situation 
as professor. He twice addressed his class, 
informing them that he should not suffer 
any meetings to take place to canvass kit 
abilities, or to blast that reputation which 
bad taken him twenty years to attain," 
And, moreover, intimated that he should 
discover the names of those gentlemen who 
instituted these proceedings, end procure 
their expulsion from the University! In 
addition to this, he informed his class that 
he “ should call over the names ofbii pupils 
every morning, and that he should Bot grant 
certificates of attendance to chose who were 
not regularly at bis lectures, or who did not 
submit to his weekly examinations.” Now, 
Sir, what are we to infer from this conduct 
of Professor Pattison 1 Does it not indicate 
a fear ou his part of an inquiry into the 
charges alleged against him, aud that the 
present line of acting was instituted to in¬ 
timidate his class, and prevent them from 
signing the memorial 1 That this is the 
case, is proved by the fact, that he actually 
did refuse to sign the certificates of a gen¬ 
tleman who had attended him for two years, 
and, as can be proved by his fellow-pupils, 
ns diligently as the majority of the class, It 
mny be asked, and naturally enough, why 
this unjust, this illiberal, 1 may say ungen¬ 
tlemanly conduct was resorted to. This in 
easily explained, Sir, when it is known that 
this gentleman, the evening previous to the 
day when he applied for his certificate, had 
presided al a meeting of the students which 
was held for the purpose of drawing up the 
above memorial. This, Sir, was evidently 
the cause of Professor Pattison refusing to 
sign his certificate ; he was the first to 
whom a refusal had ever been made, and 
surely it must be considered by every im¬ 
partial observer as unworthy the dignity of 
a professor, or the character of a gentleman. 

These proceedings could not ftul to excite 
the indignation of the class against the pro¬ 
fess or, aud there was certainly now evinced 
more of party feeling than hatl before exist¬ 
ed ; but as Professor Pattison had com¬ 
menced personal hostilities, so he seemed 
determined to continue them, and endeavour 
to intimidate the fearful, or prevent the 
vaccillating, from the performance of their 
duty; this is shown by the events which 
I am about to relate, and which certainly 
do not Tdtoct much credit upon the pro* 
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feasor, whatever they may do upon tlio 

pupils. 

At the first lecture after Professor Patti- 
son had given notice that he should call over 
the names of his class, there was a more 
numerous assemblage of pupils ikau usual, 
some drawu by curiosity, aud others by the 
rale which he had given notice that he 
should enforce. Upon coming into the 
theatre he immediately requested that those 
pupils who were nested on the top row of 
benches, should come down iuto the body of 
the theatre ; this being done in a rather 
peremptory manuer, there were some who 
did not choose to obey it, and three gentle* 
men remained; he then spoke to them in a 
still more commanding tone, but they still 
remained where they were seated; he then 
insisted upon them coming down, but with 
as little success as before. Upon this he, 
with considerable warmth, observed that 
either the pupils or himself should he master 
in that theatre, and that he should not again 
lecture until the question was decided by 
the Council, and so saying lie withdrew. 

This was the first open expression of 
feeling on both aides; but whatever may 
have been felt by the professor, it is certain 
that the pupila felt still more indignaut at 
hia conduct. By ordering them to sit in 
what part of the theatre he thought fit, he 
had committed a gross and unwarrantable 
outrage upon their liberty as men, and tbeir 
feelings as gentlemen; he had broken 
through that bond of courtesy which ought 
to exist betweeu the lecturer and bis pupil, 
and he had evidently assumed a privilege in 
doing so to which he had no just claim. 

In the evening of this day, he placed a 
notice in the cloisters to the following effect: 
" That as he did sot wish that sny of his 
pupils should he deprived of lire benefit of a 
single lecture, owing to the insubordination 
of a few individuals , he should again meet 
his class st eleven o'clock the following 
morning.” The pupils feeling that the ar¬ 
bitrary conduct of Professor Patti son had 
directly iusulted their fellow studeutx, were 
determined to prove, their right aud inde¬ 
pendence to act in what manner they thought 
fit iu the choice of tbeir seats, and accord¬ 
ingly between forty and fifty of them took 
possession of the top seats at the usual hour 
appointed in the above notice. Mr. Patti- 
soo again immediately ordered them to come 
down into the interior of the theatre : this 
they unanimously refused to do, and the 
consequence was, that the beadle vu or¬ 
dered to come down and give him the name 
of each gentleman. This was done amid the 
strong marks of disapprobation of this class. 
The list of names was that day sent into 
the Council, and the result was the follow¬ 
ing resolution " That owing to the re* 
presentations of Professor PaUisou, of the 


gross insu&orduustion of • certain portion of 
hia class, it was resolved that those gentle¬ 
men, whose names had been sent in, should 
bn suspended from Professor Pattison’s lec¬ 
ture! on anatomy and surgery, until further 
notice 1” This resolution was nest morn¬ 
ing put iuto force by the beadle's verbal in¬ 
formation, referring those gentlemen who 
were suspended to the warden for an ex¬ 
planation. All the beadles in the Univer¬ 
sity were collected at the door of the lecture 
room to enforce this, should it be requisite, 
and t o protect Mr. Fattison from the intru¬ 
sion of his insubordinate pupils 1 And some 
gentlemen having again the spirit to taka 
the top seals, and refusing to leave them, 
he actually ordered the beadles (who are 
speoial constables) to do their duty! But 
why, it may be asked, did the students 
submit to this insult 1 Why did they sub¬ 
mit to the injustice of being excluded from 
their lectures'! It was, Sir, because they 
did not choose to follow the example of their 
professor; they did not choose to disgrace 
a cause in which they knew they were sup¬ 
ported by truth aud justice-—by pursuing 
any violent measures; they immediately 
sent in auother memorial to the Council, 
which was convened for Saturday last, 
expressing to them their feelings upon 
the subject, and calling for an inquiry 
into their conduct, and into the causes 
for which they were excluded from their 
lectures. This appeal received the at¬ 
tention of the Council, and many of the 
pupils who voluntarily attended for the pur¬ 
pose, were called into the council room, and 
allowed to state their version of the pro¬ 
ceedings which had occurred ; the result of 
this was a resolution of Council to the fol¬ 
lowing effect:-—“ That the students bo 
immediately re-admitted to the classes of 
descriptive, anatomy and surgery.” 

Such is a faithful account pf the scenes 
which have lately taken place within our 
walls. Upon them 1 think it useless to make 
much further comment; they speak for 
themselves ; tod 1 am sure every impartial 
observer will allow, that the students have 
acted with the utmost forbearance. They 
have endeavoured aa much ua possible to 
divest tbeir actiona of all party li-eling ; 
they have not allowed even the example of 
their professor to mske them swerve from 
the line of conduct which, upon principle, 
they are pursuing; and, firmly convinced 
of the correctness of their judgment, they 
are resolved that nothing shall deter them 
from proving their right to complain of the 
inconipeiency of a professor—from proving 
tbeir right, if requisite, to demand that in¬ 
struction which was promised them. The 
success, the reputation of the University, in 
a great measure, depend upon the decision 
of the Council upon this subject, it cau be 
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proved, that upwards of thirty students have 
left the school to attend other noalonmnl 
mid surgical lecture*; and docs not this. 
Sir, speak more, than volumes that i could! 
say upon the subject! There is not u pupil, 
iu the Utiiversity who does not fei-l proud 
in mentioning as his preceptors, the noun' of 
a Uennctt or a Grant, a Thomson or u Tur¬ 
ner, a Davis or a Conolly; and surely, Sir, 
there are other lecturers, men of emiuence 
und talent, by whose appointment to the 
chairs of anatomy and surgery the splendid 
hopes of the London University might be 
realized. It might then fear no composition ; 
no rivalling would then dim its lustre, or 
detract from its merit, for it would be 
founded upon the talent and the industry of 
those who have devoted their lives to the 
cause of science, nnd to the benefit of man* 
kind. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient seivunt, 

A SEStOH SttMtllNT OF THE LuNUON 
University. 

London University, Fob, 22, 1831. 


two cases or 

OSTEO-SAHCOMA. 

lUj James D-h ui.as-i, Esq. t Surgeon. 

Tn thr Editor it f Tm: Lancct. Sir,—Nh>»ul«l 
yi'i derm tile ruses wi' •►.ten :uirc«nua of 

siiUn-ieni inqinrt.nirr, | nlmll he obliged by your 
irmiiif them u |il.nv in 'i’HK I.\m:ki. I ciinsider 
Hie lit >i ease mien stint; in a piaetir.al point of »iew. 
h> K'lowiin- to w'hui an exlenl 11m* disease may pm* 
ier.1 hllil nlleet the adjacent soil |»:irls. without 
n ihlenni' the operation iiiuilmiisihle, ami by show- 
imt lmw little (lunger is In be .1 jtjireltetiiM from 
li-'i-uiori'liii^e, even when tin iiri()OHi,inftry means 
are used to provent it. 1 iciuatu. Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

Jam us UniuLitnt. 

Quelur, Nov. 27, WJW. 

C't'F. 1.—Archibald MacKinnon, a stout, 
healthy.looking man, ot light complexion, 
am! Iti yruis of age, applied to me in Decem¬ 
ber, lit 2 b, on accouui of a cancerous ulcera¬ 
tion of the Viglit half of the lower lip, which 
he said bail existed eighteen months, and 
for which different remedies had been used 
externally atid internally, without in the 
least checking its progress. 1 recommended 
the removal of the diseased part, which was 
done the following day. A triangular por. 
lion embracing half of the lip whs removed, 
the edges were brought together by two 
stitches, and the wound healed by the first 
intention. 

During the following year, 1827. 1 saw 
him repeatedly, be enjoyed good health, 
attended diligently to bis business (Hint of 
.Stevedore], und there appeared no tendency 
lo return ofdittuu. Xu February, 15128, he 

No. 


pointed out to me a tumour occupying n 
■iiuntiou between the fangs of the last molar 
tooth and the base of the lower jaw; it was 
about the size of a split hazel nut, and gave, 
no pain on pleasure; he referred it to a blow 
received on the part with a crow-bar two 
yours before. Considering it to bo a case of 
osteo-sarcoins, 1 recommended the removal 
of the tumour together with the portion of 
boue lo which it was attached, but to this 
measure be would not consent. In May the 
tumour had extended in every direction, and 
bad greatly interfered with the opening of the 
jaw ; the submaxillary and sublingual glands 
were enlarged and indurated, but moveuble, 
and an opening had formed at the fangs of 
the second molar tooth, from which be daily 
squeezed out u quantity of very offensive 
choesy matter, occasionally intermixed with 
minute spicuhu of bony matter. In August 
the jaws were firmly closed, tho glands ou 
the right side wen* greatly enlarged, and 
firmly attached to tho banc. Thu integu¬ 
ments covering tho tumour were very thin, 
and iu one place ulceration had taken place, 
and from the opening the cheesy mutter was 
subsequently discharged; bis general health 
had be<uu to nuffur, lie had become emaciat¬ 
ed, aud parsed sleepless nights, iu Decem¬ 
ber Dr. Caldwell saw him, iu consultation, 
and us the only chance of prolonging bis 
existence, urged him to submit to the ope¬ 
ration. to which, after some delay, he con¬ 
sented, and then suddenly became extreme¬ 
ly anxious to have it performed. The tu¬ 
mour nt this time extended from the Tight 
iucisor to the tingle of tlu* jaw, the external 
cur was pushed backwards, downwards tho 
tumour reached to within two inches of the 
clavicle, und by removing two m dar teeth 
which lay loosely embedded iu the diseased 
mass, the linger was introduced iuto tlu* 
mouth and the tumour found nearly filling it, 
puidiin; thr tongue upwards and tonne side. 
I he mlmii'X.lLiy ami sublingual glands did 
not seem consolidated, though both were 
firmly attached to the bone, ami the latter 
involved the base of the tongue. 

On the 20th of January, UU‘>, I proceed¬ 
ed to the operation, assisted by Dis. Cald¬ 
well and nuuchaud, mid in ’ presence of 
Messrs. Pearson and. Rowland, students. 
The patient being seated with his head re¬ 
clining a little backward*, und suppoited by 
I)r. Caldwell, an incision was made from the 
Iril commissure of the lip* to the base of the 
juw, this incision was continued along tho 
huso to the angle, another incision was then 
made commencing above tbe zygoma and 
continued downwards, crossing the last at 
right tingles, aud extending two inches fur¬ 
ther down the neck. The flap thus formed, 
consisting of tho whole of tho check and 
lower lip, wus dissected front tin* surface of 
the tumour ami thrown upwards; during this 

a c 
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stage of die operation the coronary and facial During tbe summer, until the beginning 
arteries were in succession divided, and ib» of October, he worked hard at hii business 
bleeding promptly arrested by Dr.l'ainchaud, and without any appearance of return of dis- 
whose ready nnd effective assistance mainly ease, although he had difficulty iu speaking 
contributed to the success of this part of the loud in cousequeitce of the existence of a 
operation, for, independently of the vessels sinua when the ulcerated portiou of iutegu- 
under hia fingers, the whole exposed surface raent had been lakeu uway. In October, a 
of the tmuour bled profusely. The flap gland situated over the right clavicle in¬ 
being held up, the left incisor was extracted, flamed and suppurated, and soon after the left 
and the bone very readily sawn across by submaxillaTy gland inflamed and suppurated 
means of the common saw. The origin of the freely. In February, 1B30, matter bad 
mosseter was then divided, and the temporal formed behind tbe mastoid process on the 
muscle freed from its attachment to the right side, and a siuus extended upwards 
enronoid process, tbe difficulty of accom- uuder the zygoma, from which a copious 
plishiog this was much diminished by the purulent discharge issued. In March he 
previous division of the bouo. The lining j was confined to the house with difficulty 
membrane of the mouth being separated! of breathing and cough, and considerable 
from the bone, as well as the morbid attach- j weakness. In May, about twenty ounces of 
meat of the glands, the symphysis was puil- j arterial blood were suddenly lost from the 
ed outwards, the ptereguid muscles divided, j sinus uuder the zygoma ; from this time he 
and the bone dislocated and removed, hav-; failed rapidly, his cough and the Bccumula- 
ing the greater part of tie parotid adherent • tiou of matter iu his mouth kept bun coustant- 
to it. On dislocating the bone the patient' ly awake, lie lingered ou until the begiu- 
fainted, and, being reclined, was in moment- ! ning of July, and died suddenly, apparently’ 
ary danger of suffocation by the insinuation of from suffocation occasioned by the entrance 
blood into the larynx. On his recovery the of matter into the windpipe. His death 
remainder of tbe parotid was dissected out; was not known until, owing to the extreme 
the submaxillary was then removed, hut brat of the weather, putrefaction had far 
being much enlarged and extensively at-. advanced, and become such as to render a 
Inched it was found necessary to tie the ex- - post-mortem examination of his body im- 
ternn! carotid ; the sublingual was then re- 1 practicable. 

moved , by cutting it nnd the muscles sur- j Cash 2 .~ John Glover, a robust, healthy- 
rounding it, from the base of the tongue, am )) lookiug farmer, 2ft years of age, consulted 
by dissecting out a prolongation which was me respecting a tumour outlie right side of 
iirmly united to the right side of the thyroid j the lower jaw. which he said had existed 
cartilage. The ulcerated portiou of cheek nine months, and was latterly increasing 
waafiually removed. j very fast. On examination l found a tumour 

ilefore dressing, the wound presented an I as large a>u waiuut, very firm aud resisting, 
appalling appearance; the upper jaw, tongue, i involving the fangs of the three molar teeth, 
larynx, and pharynx, were exposed; the ■ and covered by tin* anterior portion of tho 
ptertgoid processes, the mastoid .mil styloid ; masse ter muscle,, the jaws were dosed so hi 
processes, were cleanly dissected. Tim ! with difficulty to admit ol‘ the insinuation of 
wound was dressed by retaining the edges ; tho bowl of a tea-spooa between them ; 
together with sutures and slips of adhesive • there was some though not great pain on 
plaster, after which In* walked firmly, and ; pressure ; I remove-? one of the. molar teeth 
without n-sistauce, to bed. j which was carious, its extraction was foi¬ 

st. Had passed a tranquil night with ! lowed hv Considerably hemorrhage, but no- 
some hours sleep; pulse IOC; alight thirst; thing satisfactory could be learned respect- 
the lower lip was livid, aud iu circulation ing the state of tbe jaw. Having called l)r. 
Beemnd very lauguid. Caldwell, assistant-surgeon of the ijth 

24. On removing dressings, found the j Regiment, m consultation, it was resolved 
corner of the lower lip had sloughed, tie ; to trv the effects of iodine externally and in¬ 
rest of the w'oond, with the exception of! ternally; the patient was accordingly sup - 
the part whence the ulceration of the cheek ! plied with a quantity sufficient to last a 
had been removed, healed by the first in- month, aud went to Ins home, a distance of 
tention. rixtv-fivc miles, with the intention of re- 

27. Performed the operation for bare-lip turning again after the lupae of that period 
to remedy the loss of substanoe by slough- of time. On his return, on the l7ih of Sep- 
ing, which succeeded. From this period he tember last, tho tumour was found to have 
continued daily to improve; on the l oth day increased in size, and the jaws to be morn 
from the operation he walked out, and on firmly closed; when, he being very anxious, 
the 27th day he returned home, a distance it was determined to remove the tumour 
of two miles from the city, much fatter, and correspoding portion of jaw-bone on ibo 
healthier, and more comfortable than when following day, with tho assistance of Dr. 
be entered it to undergo the operation. Caldwell aud Mr. Duruford.^The ^patient 
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being seated, and bit head reclined back- (vigorously called for than in pulmonic in¬ 
ward*, an incition was made extending from flaramation, which is so apt in large towns 
the chin to the angle of the jaw, and a second , to be changed in its character by typhoid 
from the anterior part of the zygoma to the j debility. The treatment of this disease may 
angle, this triangular flap was then dissect- i almost still be considered as the “ oppro- 
ed upwards from the surface of the tumour, j brimn medicinal.” Notwithstanding this, I 
which was found to consist of a dense semi -■■ almost shudder when I daily Bee and hear 
cartilaginous structure with bony deposi-jsome of our junior brethren confidently ex- 
tiou ; the lower edge of the jaw-bone being ' press opinions on the nicest practical points 
found to all appearance perfectly healthy, it! with au affectation of unerring certainty, 
was proposed by Dr. Caldwell to endeavour j while men who are deservedly at the very 
to save sufficient to serve the purpose of'summit of their profession dare only hazard 
a natural splint by which the divided ends a cautious conjecture, 
of the boue would not only be kept from up- With these brief prefatory remarks, I 
proaching each other, but the cheek also will endeavour to illustrate what I have 
from falling in. Acting on this sugges- hinted at, by giving an outline of a few 
tion, the connexion of the masseter with the cases, which have mainly called forth what 
jaw being removed, the latter wa9 sawn I wish to convey. I say an outline, for I 
nearly through, and so far back as to include j could be much more minute in my detail of 
a portion of the lower part of the ascending tl^em, from the materials in my possession, 
pinto. In makiug this section considerable: were it not that prolixity might prove irk- 
difficulty was experienced; the bone was some to the readers of your Journal, 
again Buwn almost through behind the small; It is now full thirty years since (when a 
molar tooth, and by means of a fine Hey’s medical practitioner in the environs of Lon- 
snw; the two sections were united by au i don) 1 had an opportunity of attending a 
horizontal one, aud the tumour and portion! patient with (the now venerable) Dr. Bab- 
of jaw-bone to which it was attached, re-1 ington, in a case which made such an un¬ 
moved together. The portion of bone left s preasion upon xny mind, that I have often 
by tins mode of operating, was the inferior! referred to the fact to prove, by what a 
edge of the jaw, and was about the one-j slender thread medical skill and medical 
eighth of an inch iu depth. Great care was'reputation may sometimes be suspended, 
used in making the. horizontal section, being; The case I give from memory, Mrs. W., 
apprehensive of fracturing thu portion it was j an old lady about years of age, of very 
intended to saw. The wound externally j spare habit, bad a severe attsck of pneu- 
healed by the first intention; extremelyj moniu, which required all the skill and prae- 
little deformity was pioduced, and Mr.itical tact which Dr. Babington was then 
Glover returned home on the ninth day from : well known by me to possess. When the 
the operation. 1 crisis of the disease was close at baud, it 

He has not visited Quebec since. I beard. became a matter of fearful doubt whether 


from him four days ago ; he was quite well, \ 
and the trifling paralysis of the right side of 
the. mouth, occasioned by the division of the J 
portto dura in making the second incision, j 
was diminishing. j 


, os 

\Y ELL-TIMED BLEEDING, 

Jty Thomas Jxfikkys, M.D., Liverpool. 

V mm a vs there is no point in the whole 
rouge of medical practice, which is some¬ 
time* loaded with greater doubt and diffi¬ 
culty than the abstraction of blood about 
thu crisis of inflammatory diseases of vital 
organs; and in no instance does the phy¬ 
sician evince greater proof* of critical 
acumen, and uccurufo observation, not 
ouly as regards the propriety of the step, 
but alio as to the extent to which it should 
be carried, than when he has recourse to 
such a remedy, and its effects prove favour¬ 
able. In uo disease is it more promptly and 


the active treatment which hud been em¬ 
ployed would terminate the inflammation 
favourably, or whether effusion into the 
cavity of the chest, or typhoid debility, 
would supervene and obliterate all hopes of 
recovery. A few hours before Dr. Babing¬ 
ton’s evening visit, such urgent symptoms 
cume on as iuduccd me to apply leeches ou 
the scat of disease. During the application 
of these he cume in, and was so struck with 
the change for the worse, that he proposed 
the immediate removal of the leeches, under 
the impression that the patient was " in 
articulo mortis;” they were accordingly in¬ 
stantly taken off, aud a placebo was pre¬ 
scribed. On the following morning, instead 
of finding our patient dead, as we fully ex¬ 
pected, there was such a change for the bet¬ 
ter as permitted us to cherish every pros¬ 
pect of recovery. Nor could we solve this 
singular enigma until we were told that 
both the body and bed-linen were deluged 
with blood, which, upon more close exami¬ 
nation, we found had proceeded from n 
single leech-bite. This had continued to 
ooz during the whole night, uufelt by the 
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patient anil unobserved by the attendant*. I month, where 1 attended with Mr. Houghton 
The gradual and continued evacuation of|of this torn; ami the patient being our 
blood waa evidently the sole means of sub- j muuul friend, re took a mare than ordinary 
tluing the inflammatory action, without nc-! interest in the case. Mr. T. met with a 
rationing such debility as half u dozen leeches' fall upon the step* of hi* door during the 
at once applied might have effected, and ‘ first reek of January 14)1)1, which shook 
afforded ua the gratification of witnessing a! him much. and for which leeches were ap- 
recovery when re were tremblingly appre-} plied to his aide. Some cooliug physic also 
tensive that an unfavourable con strut* lion } was given, which entirely removed all in- 
would have been put upon oar practice, 1 convenience. But lie imprudently exposed 
Lad she died soon after the leeches were j himself to inclement weather without a great- 
applied. jeottt, and was, on the same evening, attack- 

The next case I lmve to record is one ted with pulmonitis, for which he wax bled 
which I attended with the late Dr. Vainle- ■ to twenty ounces, was purged, blistered, 
burgh of this town, expressly for the pur- j and had febrifuge medicines given him by 
pose of determining how far further bleed-, Mr. Houghton. It was not till ibo sixth 
ing waa to be had recourse to. The patient j day of the disease that 1 asw him, when I 
was a gentleman, aged :»+, of regular habits, j found his mind very irritable. Pulse only 
subject to a chronic cough, who had been<30, and intermitting ; his tongue thickly 
ill seven days. The complaint commenced j coated : much dyspnrca, but little, or no 
with a nephritic attack, for which bleeding, i pain of the chest." Iu addition to antimony, 
purging, and demulcents, were used with j digitalis, and salines, he had twelve leeches 
good effect; hut as the nephritic complaint j applied to the chest, and the next day we 
subsided, the pectoral affection commenced,! found him relieved, w ith less broncho- 
as if by metastasis, ami increased to a high j phonisiu, but bis pulse wm so fallacious, 
degree of pulmonic inflammation. A second ; both as to strength mid frequency, that no 
copious bleediug was a^ai 11 prescribed, but ;opinion could be formed from it; and hud 
with only temporary relief; ami although > it not been for the use of the stethoscope, 
the pulse was at ltJH, it wu* more feeble-we should not have been able to judge of 
than full, which, together with* the state oft the action of the heart st all. This instru- 


the tongue, cough, and dyspuma, threw a 
fearful doubt upon further venesection. I, 
however, urged its use, and with similar 
good effect, for from that moment all unfa¬ 
vourable symptoms declined. We continued 
our attendance for a fortnight, during which 
time we found it necessary to modify our 
antiphlogistic treatment. This proved suc¬ 
cessful, and although live rears have now- 
elapsed I have never heard that this gentle¬ 
man has had anv return of this complaint. 

In the year ldi'4,1 was sent for to Bangor 
in North Wales to a similar case which had 
been skilfully treated by Dr. Maiou of Car¬ 
narvon, and Mr. Roberta of Bangor. The 
pationt was a young gentlemau, a-tat. 10, 
who bad been ill of pneumonia for eleven 
days; lie bad been ouce bled freely, and 
had had four dozen of leeches applied ; the 
same difficulty, as to the propriety of using 
the lancet, was here also felt, more es¬ 
pecially on the part of Dr. Mason. The 
case appeared to call for judicious caution. 
I hod, however, no hesitation in urging Mr. 
Roberts to venesection, which was repeated 
with good effect after a lapse of three days. 
This patient, however, hud a tedious re¬ 
covery ; it was some months in effecting ; 
wnd although I continued attendance upon 
him at Wrexham with Mr. Griffith, an in¬ 
telligent surgeon of that town, it would be 
trespassing on your readers to give further 
cetail. 

I come now to relate another instance 
which occurred to me so late at the lost 


mem, however, never jailed to c.utvev a 
sensation of n high d-gree of action of the 
heart tu»d arteries, which the feebleness of 
the pulse at the wrist never allowed us to 
suspect in the most distant manner. But I 
did not feel satisfied, and mure than ouco 
proposed venesection to Mr. Houghton, 
who, however, knowing the irritability of 
our patient's miud, and having a well- 
grounded dread of typhoid debility iu such 
cases, induced me to yield to his fears, and 
the maturity of hts judgment and experi¬ 
ence. Tlu* good effect of our antiphlogis¬ 
tic plan and decision was further confirmed 
by a gradual abatement of those symptoms 
which indicate danger, the state of the 
tongue, the skin, respiration, and bloody 
expectoration,-—except tlm peculiarity of 
the pulse being both feeble and intermit¬ 
ting, while the action of the heart waa 
vigorous. Being thus carried on to the 
sixteenth day of disease, ho felt himself 
so well as to think of sitting up ; the seve¬ 
rity of the weather, however, induced him 
to take his dinner in bed, which lie did with 
a greater relish lhau he had experienced for 
weeks—but almost immediately afterwards 
lie suddenly exuired. 

Permission being given to inspect the 
cliest, we found the heart quite healthy, hut 
the lungs a muss of diaeuse, congested with 
blood, and of a dark hepatised colour, with 
an effusion of bloody serum iuto the cuvity 
of the thorax to the extent of at least a full 
pint, which at once accounted for his sud> 
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den death, I must own that I regretted in 
this instance I bad not more warmly urged 
tlie use of the lanpet, although there may 
he well-grounded doubts whether it would 
Lave saved our irritable patient. The fol¬ 
lowing case, however, has somewhat re¬ 
lieved my regret, if not my doubts. 

On the sixth of this month 1 was re¬ 
quested to visit a Mr. P., mtat. 55, attended 
by Mr. Shaw, a surgeon of this town. He 
also hod been ill for seven days, and his 
complaint bad arisen, aa in the case or Mr. 
T., at a time that he was convalescent from 
a slight bronchial inflammation, to which he 
was much subject. 1 found him labouring 
under sharp pyrexia, with a full pulse, 80 ; 
tongue greatly coated, and inability to lie 
horizontally. In this iustance I urged vene¬ 
section, perhaps with greater determination 
on account of what I had witnessed in Mr. 
T.’s case, and my wish was instantly com¬ 
plied with by Mr. Shaw. Only twelve or 
fourteen ounces were however directed, 
tilling three tea-cups, in each of which 
very strong inflammatory action was con¬ 
spicuously indicated, being both cupped 
and buffed, as is usual in every species and 
variety of pulmonic inflammation. He felt 
immediate relief. He was ordered anti 
niouv, with digitalis, and a saline mixture, 
which he. look steadily ; but in the morning 
we found him labouring under such h ty¬ 
phoid debility, as lefL no doubt of the 
speedy termination of life, and allowed {no 
time for further remedies. He died about 
lour o’clock l’.M. 

Inspection of the chest was here also 
permitted. We found the heart sound but 
small. Murks of inflammation were evident 
in tlio upper part of the right lung, but the 
whole of tho left was pregnant with it; 
there was no eft'usion, but there were such 
strong adhesions of the piura pulmonalit 
to the piura costalia, that the hand could 
scarcely be introduced between them, and 
it required great torco to separate them ; 
this was, evidently, the. effect of former dis¬ 
ease. The branches of the bronchial tubes 
were cartilaginous, almost to ossification. In 
pursuing my inquiries os to the habits of this 
patient, although ho waa not accustomed to 
intemperance in drinking, I had aomo rea¬ 
son to think his situation iu life exposed 
him occasionally to the temptations of liquor, 
and although these may have been alight 
and not frequent, I am inclined to believe 
that his debilitated constitution was unequal 
to the effect, and that this may hnve been 
one cause why bleeding in this instance had 
not its usual good effects. 

Bold Street, Liverpool, 

Tub. lftb, Hill. 


MB. QUAIn’s REPLY TO A CHARGE OF 
PLAGIARISM. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib, —I have just read a letter in The 
Lancet of this week, arraigning me on a 
charge of plagiarism. There is in this pro¬ 
duction so much personality, and the style 
of it is so totally unlike that of a dispassionate 
person, that I shall take leave to consider it 
as diviaible into two parts, viz., the matter 
and the manner. With the latter I shall 
have nothing to do ; any notice of it by me 
would necessarily lead me into a mode of 
expression too nearly a-kin to that which 
vour correspondent employs. I feel very 
tittle disposed at any time to follow such au 
example. I shall confine my reply to the 
matter of the letter, and the allegations it 
puts forward ; merely premising that those 
persons are generally foremost to caBt impu¬ 
tations of " fraud and falsehood" on others. 


who feel conscious that they are capable of 
dealing in both themselves. 

The object of the paper alluded to (if that 
can be called a paper which was merely a 
statement made orally, and not read), was 
not to communicate original information. 
Debating societies, which do not publish 
transactions, are not the places generally 
selected tor making original communications; 
—its object was merely to excite discussion, 
and lead to an interchange of opinion amongst 
the members. The subject in the first in¬ 
stance proposed to he discussed, was, " the 
circulation in the brain—’its peculiarities,’ 
aud this was the question announced from 
the chair. Finding, however, as 1 entered 
upon it that anatomical details did not attract 
attention, arid therefore did not seem likely 
to lead to a discussion, I passed on to the 
second question,—“ Can inflammation exist 
separately in the brain and its investments, 
both being supplied by the same vessels, 
and can such inflammations be distinguished 
during life V* This question 1 did not in¬ 
tend to dwell oa,—1 introduced it merely 
in order to lead to another on which 1 was 
anxious to canvass the opinions of the mem¬ 
bers. Assuming the second question tu be 
answered in the affirmative, aud .supposing 
that infiammutiou can exist in detached 
part* of the brain, and that these parts hap¬ 
pen to coincide in situation and extent 
with the organs indicated by the phrenolo¬ 
gists, " Jo the symptoms and progress ot 
such inflammations determine any-thing for 
or against tho doctrines ol the phrenolo¬ 
gists'! ’* . 

You are well aware that in such matters 
the discussion frequently turns on some in¬ 
dividual point, to tho exclusion of the rest. 
Though the first and third were the ques¬ 
tions to which I felt anxious to call atleu- 
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tion, tli© second being introduced merely ns 
preliminary to the third, still it aloue excited 
interest amongst tbe speakers, and os ibe 
intended purposo was answered, that of ex¬ 
citing . discussion, 1 did not interfere to 
change the current of it. 

As to the charge of plagiarism which has 
been made in such harsh and uncivil terms, 
it so happens that 1 am the very last person 
in the community that could have ventured 
to appropriste the opiuions of Laliemand or 
Martinet, relative to the point of diagnosis 
in question. 1 some years ago published an 
edition of Martinet’s Manual, which con¬ 
tains a summary of his Essay on Arachnitis; 
and in some of the notes I have given the 
diagnosis which Lalleraaud draws between 
arachnitis and cerebritis; this book has gone 
through three editions, and it is read by 
most of the junior members of the profession, 
and by not a few even of tbe seniors. (See 
Manual of Pathology, p. 138.) Though 
this diagnosis has been given by Lallemand, 
it has not received a geueral, much less u 
universal, assent; it does not accord with 
the experience of Abercrombie ; it is still 
disputed, nod therefore may form a legiti¬ 
mate subject for discossion in a medical 
society, whore members have an opportunity 
of stating the result of their observation, and 
supporting that side of the question with 
which it accords. 

I believe it will not be deemed going too 
far to say that if “ fraud aud false pretences” 
have crept into this matter, they did not 
originate with me, nor do they rest with me. 
I consign them back to the source from 
which they have flowed, aud with them the 
inscription so appropriately chosen. Each 
of us will then stand in his proper position as 
each resumes his own,—“ Suuiu cinque,” 
t I am, Sir, your very obedient servant. 

JONES Ql,'AIN. 

11, Compton Street, East, 

February 27,1831. 

P.S.—I think it right to add that I had 
nothing to do with the pofdication of the 
report of the debate in the Westminster 
Society, nor did 1 iu any way sanction or 
authorise it. 


MR. C.ARIJKN. 

To the Editor ofTnr, Lancet. 

Sir, —Having read in your Number of 
the UJlh iuslf, an article impugning the 
honour of Sir C. Scudamore in connexion 
with my name, 1 feel it due to that gentle¬ 
man aud to myself most distinctly to de¬ 
clare that the statement therein contained, 


as far as regards Sir C. Scudamore and my* 
self, is most grossly false .' 

That several members of the medical pro¬ 
fession, both physicians and surgeons, do 
occasionally honour me with their recom¬ 
mendation! am proud to acknowledge, and 
1 hope in ull such cases without disappoint¬ 
ment to the public, as to tbe faithful prepa¬ 
ration of their prescription*; but 1 do most 
unequivocally assert, that such recommen¬ 
dation can in no instance have been pro¬ 
duced by such unworthy motives as are but 
too plainly insinuated to exist by tbe writer 
of the article to which I allude. It would 
be paying but a bad compliment to tbe phy¬ 
sician in question, were 1 to imagine that his 
conduct required any vindication beyond the 
simple declaration 1 have just made. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. Gaud*.*. 

Feb. 17,1031. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL, ALDEllSGATE 
STREET. 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER. 

Trip. Anniversary dinner of this Institu¬ 
tion was held ou Friday, the 18th ult., at 
the London Coffee House, and was attended 
by a very numerous assemblage of gentle¬ 
men, Mr. Jones Qua in iu the chair. 

The cloth being removed, and tho usual 
loyal toasts drank. 

The Chairman proposed, “ The Alders - 
gate .Street Medical School.” Gentlemen, 
this day reminds us of the past and points 
to the, future, and judging from the present, 
l say the future will be prosperous. It is 
in meetings like this that we recognise, at 
u glance, the peculiarities of our nyetetn,— 
not chilled down to the cold formality of 
official duty, but carrying with it all the zeal 
ami the warmth of personal friendship, it 
is a fact deserving of particular notice, that 
iu this country the means and the manage¬ 
ment of medical education have ql all times 
been left, like our trade aud our commerce, 
to the exertions of individuals, to our own 
private resources. Elsewhere, wore parti¬ 
cularly on the Continent, the means are pro¬ 
vided by the state, and are disposed of ac¬ 
cording to some fixed and methodical rou¬ 
tine. Here we study the wants of the com¬ 
munity and seek to supply them, no stimu¬ 
lus to exertion being necessary save that 
which fair competition can give,—no re¬ 
sources being required beyond those which 
men of energy aud industry can readily com¬ 
mand. ( Cheers.) Our neighbours on the 
Continent may appeal to the annals of lite¬ 
rature, and point to the ninny splendid con- 
tiihutions they have inscribed ou their pages; 
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our literary men need never shrink from 
that ordeal; it will prove that they have at 
all times contributed their full proportion to 
the advancement and diffusion of knowledge. 
Our Continental brethren may boast of their 
DessaulU, their Bicbata, their Boyers; we 
can pair Off against them our Harveys, our 
Hunters, our Coopers. They may cite the 
names of Lavoisier, of Fourcroy, of Thenard; 
we can instauce those of Black, of Priestly, 
of Davy. But ia it not restricting these 
distinguished men too much,—is it not con¬ 
fining them within too narrow a limit, to 
consider them as citizens of this country or 
of that merely 1 Ought they not rather to 
be considered aa citizens of the many coun¬ 
tries that 8Te indebted to them for their emi¬ 
nent public services'! {Cheers.) If the 
vsluo of systems be estimated by their in¬ 
fluence on individuals, on classes, or on the 
community, we should find no reason to wish 
that the free and open system of medical 
education which prevails here should be 
exchanged for any that exists elsewhere. 
It never required, or sought for, the patron¬ 
age of power; it rests for its support solely 
on the good sense of an enlightened com¬ 
munity ; it never drew on the public purse, 
and yet it has raised the character of our 
literature and of our education to os high 
a point 83 they could be elevated in any 
country, no mutter how intellectual or how 
cultivated it may he. (Offers.) The Chair¬ 
man then adverted to the convivial and 
friendly purposes fur which they had met; 
and concluded by propping " The Alders- 
gate Medical School.” 

Mr. Smitu proposed the health of Dr, 
Clutterbuck, which, having been drunk with 
applause, 

Dr. C’l.rrxKnr.ni ic returned thanks, and 
observed, that in maintaining and inculcat¬ 
ing the principles of medical practice which 
he had done, and which he admitted were 
peculiar, he could assure the company that, 
he was guided only by a conviction of their 
truth and importance. Having said so much 
for himself, he would tnke the liberty ot 
proposing the health of Mr. Tyrrell, the 
foundertif the establishment. 

The henlUi of Mr. Tyrrell was drunk with 
enthusiasm. As soon us the applause sub¬ 
sided, 

Mr. Tvnitfcf.L heartily thanked the com- 

f iany for the manner in which his health 
uid been drunk. He did not lake to him¬ 
self alone the creditof founding the Aldera- 
gatu Street School. Dr. Clutterbuck, his 
friends Quoin, Cooper, in short, his brother 
lecturers, were all, in common, founders of 
the School, which must, ever flourish, for it 
contuined the seeds of its own prosperity. 
It was the principle of their system of in¬ 
struction for the professors to treat the 
pupils us friends {cheers), uoi couliuing 


their intercourse with their classes to the 
more time of lecturing, but rendering them¬ 
selves accessible at all hours, and /this 
was the source of the success which hsd 
attended the school. It fell jto his lot last 
year to propose the health of a gentleman 
who, he was proud to say, was now pre¬ 
sent, hut who was then absent on account 
of indisposition. " 1 mentioned his name 
(said Mr. Tyrrell) at the time, as being that 
of a gentleman to whom I mainly attributed 
the success of the Aldersgate Street School. 
{Much cheering.) Gentlemen, I believe it 
will be found true, that few medical men can 
be said to be good judges of their own 
cases, and an illustration of this fact is fur¬ 
nished in the person of my friend Mr.Quain. 
I told you, on the former occasiou, that my 
friend would return, although this was in 
opposition to his own melancholy forebod¬ 
ing, for I used to receive from him letters 
filled with the most serious misgivings and 
the most gloomy expressions of despair; 
but 1 replied, that I always thought that 
St. Patrick hud kicked nil venomous crea¬ 
tures from the happy plains of Ireland, and 
1 only wonder that the knowing Saint had 
forgotten to kick out the noxious reptiles 
called the “ blue devils” from the same 
country. {Chen's and laughter.) Mow, 
Gentlemen, whether or not my frieod Quniu 
made a tardy petition in this matter to his 
patron Saint I am unable to tell you ; I am 
only glad enough at the assurance, that ho 
is here amongst us in health and strength. 
Gentlemen, I can with truth assure you, 
that if there wore nothing else to repay I ha 
trouble 1 have had in ruy share of the task 
of founding this school, the acquaintance 
and co-operation of such a man as Mr. 
Quaiu would he an ample recompense for 
all. During the few years thatl have known 
him, 1 have learned the sterling and sound 
qualities of his heart, aud feel for him the 
attachment that is due to a sincere and kind 
friend. Let iis then, Geutlemeu, drink if 
you please, to the. continued health and suc¬ 
cess of our excellent Chairman, {d/tpluusc.) 

The Chairman returned ihuuks in the 
following words:—I beg you to accept my 
most sincere acknowledgments for the muti- 
ner in which you have received the men¬ 
tion of my name, by my respected friend 
Mr. Tyrrell; to him 1 feel deeply indebted 
for the* terms in which lie has noticed it, and 
to you for the way in which you have re¬ 
sponded to liis feelings. You have added 
another to many previous obligations. Uue 
of the highest you could have conferred on 
ine, was that of placing mo hero this even¬ 
ing as your representative; an honour which 
1 the more sensibly feel, considering the 
oocasiou on which it is conferred—the an¬ 
niversary dny of tho institution of which wo 
are members; an institution within which 
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power « authoritjetn confer no pUce,— 
influence no awioo. (Ckcm.) Pleoe tod 
etatkjo depend solely on your suffrages, nod 
cen be feMdned. only so long as your cod* 
ftdence end esteem are merited in prime as 
well at In public 

The beiltlii of Messrs. T. J. Coo nan, 
Robrrts, Waller, and Evans, were re¬ 
spectively proposed by Messrs. Williams 
(of Birmingham), Park, Frottwl, and Quid, 
students, and the toasts were received 
with the wannest cheers. 

Toast, “ The pupils of the Alderagate 
Street Medical School.” 

Mr. Barrow shortly .returned thanks. 
He slid, that the pupils would, indeed, be 
very ungrateful, if, treated as they uniform¬ 
ly were by their lecturers, they did not set 
in s manner to deserve the approbation of 
tbe latter. (General ehetrt.) 

The Chairman then proposed " The 
Metropolitan .Medical School A,”—-the brant I* 
hanks of the great treasury of knowledge. 
The toast was drunk with great nppluuse. 

Mr. RtcuAtiP Qrus having been loudly 
called on, returned thanks in a forcible 
speech. 

The. next toast was •* The Private Schools, 
of the Metropolis,'' for which Mr. ('.'os-] 
tu.lo, the lithontritifit, in compliance with I 
the general feelings of the meeting, returned 
thanks. Though a lecturer at one of the 
private schools of the metropolis, he ven¬ 
tured to presume, that it was his humble 
services in the cause of litbotritv, which 
were tho real cause of this compliment, lie 
took no credit to himself for skill in per¬ 
forming an operation of such transcendent 
imparlance, because he doubted not hut 
that the same opportunities which he. had 
enjoyed, would enable any surgeon to ur* 
rive at dexterity. Though devoted occa¬ 
sionally to the necessary details of anatom v, 
he fell that the promotion of lithotrity was 
his first duty, as it was his strongest incli¬ 
nation ; mul it was not without feelings oi 
peculiar satisfaction, that he formed one of 
a professional assembly, whose enlightened 
minds and feeling hearts gave him an as¬ 
surance, thnt fin improvement, which was 
alike recommended by justice and huma¬ 
nity, would receive that encouragement 
from the medical world it had so well de¬ 
served, (Loud ajrplause.) Mr. Costello 
Mibsequeutly returned thunks on behalf of 
the visitors. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, we have 
a tribute to pay to the members of the pro¬ 
vincial medical schools; they are in every 
way eutitlcd to it. Nothing more cloaily 
slmws tbe anxiety that cvery-wbere exists 
for the acquisition of knowledge, thau the 
establishment of these cxulleiit institutions; 


thay train strict accordance with the spirit 
of tbs age. When in every town means tre 
deviasd for the diffusion of information in the 
different branches of science, the members 
of the medical profession most necessarily 
participate in such undertakings; and if any 
proof were wanting of the effect and the 
influence of our system of educstion, it is 
sbundantly supplied by the now-ascertained 
fact, that in every town in England there 
are to be found men capable of lecturing on 
every department of medical science. What 
may not be expected from the rising gene¬ 
ration, when they can avail themselves of 
the instruction of'such men as Dr. Riley in 
Bristol, Mr.Cox in Birwinebam, Dr. Tur¬ 
ner and Mr. Jordon in Manchester, Dr. 
Foruby and Mr. Gilt in Liverpool, and Mr. 
Orereud in Sbeflield! 1 propose to you 
“ The Provincial Medical .Schools—prospe¬ 
rity to them." 

The toast was drunk with enthusiasm, 

Mr. Hk-rman returned thanks, and paid 
a very handsome tribute to the Birmingham 
School, of which be was a member. 

The Chairman then said, Amongst our 
public institutions, there ore now** with 
which medical moil ur- so intimately con¬ 
nected as the puhlic charities. If there be 
any who doubt the beneficial influence nf ih«» 
healing art, let them visit the wards of a 
hospital, there they will see its influence 
exhibited on u large scale; ami if they look 
into the registers of these establishment*, 
they will learn what they otherwise may 
nut be disposed to believe, that no order of 
these possesses etronger claims on the con¬ 
sideration of their fellow citizens, for norm 
give up to the public so much of their time— 
none confer on the poor so much practical 
relief. One of the oldest of tlu-se institu¬ 
tions is St. Thomas’s Hospital; 1. select it 
not only because it may bo ctfmddered n lit 
representative of its class, and that class the, 
highest, hut because 1 have the pleasure of 
.seeing amongst our visitors, some of its 
ablest ami most distinguished members. 
This institution is invaluahln to the public 
as a refuge for the sick poor, ami to tho 
members ot our profession, us a seminary of 
medical education. 

Toast, *' St. Thomas’s Hospital and its 
Medical School.” 

Mr. John F. South, lecturer on anatomy, 
returned thanks. 

After proposing the health of “ Tho 
Stewards,'** the Chairman retired at half 
past eleven o'clock, ami was succeeded by 
Mr.T. J. Cooper, when the hilarity of the 
meeting was fully kept up to a lute hour, or 
rather to an early hour in the morning. 



THE INSULT TO NAVAL SURGEONS. M 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, March 5,1831. 

The exclusion of naval surgeons from tie 
levees of his Majesty, has produced through' 
out the profession a degree of excitement, 
and, we may say, of indignation, which was 
never before experienced. Regarding the 
impolicy of the regulation, there stb not two 
opinions. That the officers who are thus 
insulted are men of the highest attainments, 
have rendered the greatest benefits to their 
country,are gentlemen both by education am) 
habit, there are none to deny. Neither are 
there any to assert that they have conducted 
themselves with impropriety on any occa¬ 
sion, and much less that they have done so 
when assembled in the presence of their 
sovereign. Jf a general conspiracy had been 
entered into by men of power to inflict 
degradation and disgrace on the members 
of (ho medical profession, they could not 
have more fully succeeded in their object 
than by pursuing the course which has 
been adopted towards the profession by the 
government of this country. It were ditfi- 
cult to understand the reason for treating 
the medical profession with neglect or dis¬ 
respect, for surely the object in cultivating 
medical science is one of the highest which 
can be aimed at in a civilized community. 
Relief to the sick is not the only benefit 
which mankind derive from the deeply- 
traced 1 %searches into the nature and orga- 
nization of human beings. Physiologists 
arc compelled, even by the demands of their 
professional duties, to kuow more of the 
human mind, to be mure intimately ac¬ 
quainted with the springs of its ac¬ 
tion, and the circumstances which con¬ 
trol it, than those individuals who arro¬ 
gate to thomselves the privilege of domi¬ 
neering ovor o profession, the utility of 
which they are incompetent to appreciate, 
and the intellectual attainments of which 


ttoy hire not the capacity to understood* 
If we were not distracted by petty jealoa- 
siei, if we were not tormented and pestered 
by the all-pervading spirit of grasping medi¬ 
cal corporations, oar profession as a united 
body would be incomparably more influen¬ 
tial in the state than any other. The public 
lias had ample experience of the value of 
medical knowledge, and it is by them most 
fully appreciated. Each member of the 
profession esnies with him a powerful in¬ 
fluence in the sphere in which be moves. 
Individually, in society, we are every-tbing ; 
collectively, we are nothing. From whit 
causo springs such an extraordinary ano¬ 
maly ’ Disunion arising from defective in¬ 
stitutions. In London alone, for example, 
we have three medical bodies, each arrogat¬ 
ing to itself peculiar privileges, as relate to 
statute-law and to fiscal regulations. Each 
college or company claims advantages exclu¬ 
sively for the members attached to its own 
body, and is utterly regardless of the rights 
and privileges of the individuals who may 
happen to be attached to any other institu¬ 
tion. Nor is this all; for each institution 
divides its own “ Follows" *' Members,’' 
or“ Associates," into two classes ; tho first 
deriving many benefits and prerogatives 
which are scrupulously withheld from the 
second. Thus in the Royal College of 
Physicians, the “ Fellows'* only, enjoy the 
right of exercising the elective franchise, 
the licentiates being excluded entirely from 
taking any share in the management of the 
affairs of the College—having uo right what¬ 
ever to interfere in conducting the examina¬ 
tions of candidates, to elect the president or 
censors, or to investUrate the accounts.— 
In the Apothecaries' Company the master, 
wardens, court of assistants, and members, 
have privileges which are perfectly dis¬ 
tinct from those of the licentiates. That 
is, distinct from those of the gentlemen 
who obtain n license from the examiners, 
authorising them to practise as apothe¬ 
caries iu any part of England and 
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Wales ; the funds also arising from the sale, 
or distribution, of these licenses, are placed 
entirely at the disposal of the heads of the 
Company, or the persons constituting the 
Court. The candidate having eased him¬ 
self of the fees, from that moment there 
exists between him and the Company no 
personal communication, no kindred sympa¬ 
thy. By obtaining the license he does not 
become one of the Company, but, in fact, 
he is merely licensed to practise, as other 
persons are lioensed,butfor a different pur¬ 
pose, at Somerset House. At the College of 
Surgeons in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, the same 
narrow-minded and discordant principles ore 
in full operation, but the results are known 
by different names. Instead of “ fellows ” 

“ court of assistants,” and “ licentiates,” we 
have here President, Council, and commo¬ 
nalty, or “ members,”—members truly of a 
most extraordinary body. The Council is self- 
perpetuating ; that is, the individuals com¬ 
posing this junta elect each other. They 
never appeal to the members for their suf¬ 
frages, and these latter gentlemen, although 
denominated members by the Council them- 
eelves, and although they are styled the 
“ Commonalty ” in the charter granted by 
Geohoe III, are excluded from every kind 
of interference in the government of the 
College, in the examination of candidates 
for the diploma, in the distribution of the 
funds, and even from an examination of 
the accounts. How can institutions thus 
organized, or, rather, malformed, he pro¬ 
ductive of harmonious action throughout 
such a profession as the medical 1 Colleges 1 
and companies ate pulling in adverse direc-\ pearing t 

tionft; Oms MW w>d Ucentto. of tlle unto .IMiuctio. for l.<, iMujtht 

l they ought to bo placed on terms uf equality 
same college are opposed to each other ‘,1 ailh surgeons in the army. 

the fellow, of one eituMUhment, the couo-j I. S i r J. M j,], that tliia subject 

cil of another, and the Court of Assistants 1 was the last, in his opinion, which the House 
of . third, are a,l cootodio, for ^c.uaira I 

and peculiar privileges ; the licentiates feel / If it were the object to prevent Levees from 
indignant ut the neglect shown to them, and / Mug t( >o crowded, lie <l>d not know where 
. . . . ... . . ... the line could he better druwii, with respect 

“ lle 10 *»P«nont/ and rank wind, , 0 |h(j lmV)s bl , twe ,,„ o|fici . r8 wl|(J j iel(1 

are set up by (lie " fellows;” and the mem- commissions and those who did uot. 


bers of the College in Lincoln's Inn Fields 
have for years past been subjected to a 
species of tyranny, which even the most ig¬ 
norant individuals in the community would 
uot have suffered, without exhibiting the 
most pointed signs of disquietude and re¬ 
sentment. If the medical profession had 
been controlled by a government which ac¬ 
knowledged the voice or echoed the senti¬ 
ments of the whole of that body—which had 
united in one powerful bond of union the 
interests of the whole of its practitioners, 
would there not have appeared, long ere 
this, a simultaneous movement in all its 
branches, and in every district, in order to 
relieve naval surgeons from the marked in¬ 
sult which hn3 lately been offered to them 
by The agent or agents of royalty’ This 
deeply important subject was brought be¬ 
fore the House of Commons on Monday 
evening last, by that patriotic and inestima¬ 
ble member of Parliament Mr. Hear. The 
following is b report of what passed between 
this honourable gentleman and the Fiust 
Luiu) of the A n mi it ah v :— 

“ Mr. Hume called the attention of the 
right hon. Baronet to a subject which had 
given greut pain and off* »c«* to a large body 
of meritorious officers in the navy. He 
meant the regulation by which warrant 
officers in the navy were not allowed to ap- 
peur at his Majesty’s levees. In this class 
were included surgeons, masters, ami purs¬ 
ers, hut he confined himself at piesent to 
the first named. It was of great importance 
to the naval service to raise the character of 
its surgeon-. They wore now a much su¬ 
perior body of mt u, in point of qualifica¬ 
tions, to wliat they were formerly; yet, let 
a man he ever so well qualified as ** doctor 
surgeon, he was now exclude*! from ap- 
aring at Court at Levees. This was un 
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“ Mr. Huhe nid there was an inconsiat- 
encT in the regulation ; for a man who wu 
excluded one day as a naval surgeon might, 
on the next, if his name were struck off, be 
presented at oourt, and a case of the kind 
had actually occurred. 

“ Sir J. Graham said, that in that case 
the party would have to send his card a few 
days previously to the Lord Chamberlain, 
who would exercise his discretion with 
respect to his admission.” 

Of oourse Mr. Hume was too well versed 
in the constitution of Parliament, too well 
acquainted with the aristocratic and con¬ 
ceited feelings of whig Lordlings, to expect 
any measure of relief from such a quar¬ 
ter ; but be has discharged bis duty, and 
conferred another great benefit upon the 
profession and the country, in giving ad¬ 
ditional publicity to the transaction, by 
bringing it undeT the consideration of the 
House. Mr. lluus has himself been a 
medical practitioner, and therefore is well 
qualified to speak upon any occasion which 
relates to the respectability and importance 
of our profession. Ilia sentiments, how¬ 
ever, little accord with those of the indi¬ 
viduals by whom he is surrounded—persons 
who, for the most part, are indifferent to the 
wanLs of the community, and whose views 
are alien to the opinions of the intelligent 
classes of society. Why is not our pro¬ 
fession adequately represented iu Parlia¬ 
ment? How cnn improvements be effected 
in the construction of medical statute laws, 
unless there he returned to the House some 
dozen or two of medical practitioners ? The 
fault nests with the profession. Our con¬ 
duct in matters relating to the election of 
members of Parliament has been most 
criminally negligent. We have been at- 1 
tempting to purify the little streams, but, 
at the same time, have left the fountains, 
the springs of corruption, altogether un¬ 
touched. The discussion of this subject is 
rot, however, properly included in the topic 
which ought at this moment, almost exclu¬ 
sively, to engage public attention, and we 
should not havo introduced it to the notice 


CiL AND MEMBERS. 

of our readers, had it not been for the pur¬ 
pose of intimating to the members of our 
vilified, calumniated, and persecuted, pro¬ 
fession, that the vote upon the motion now 
before the House of Commons, will, in all 
probability, lead to a dissolution- of Par¬ 
liament—vyhen, should medical men again 
neglect their interests, and those of their 
College, by omitting to return a few of 
their brethren to the House, they will 
richly deserve all the calamities which may 
hereafter befall them through the instru¬ 
mentality of imperfect laws. Medical men 
only are competent to prescribe adequate 
remedies for the present defective and rot¬ 
ten condition of the medical constitution. 
If, therefore, the Home reject the whig 
reform bill, surgeons, physicians, and apo¬ 
thecaries, Bhould instantly prepare for ac¬ 
tion—prepare in the firBt place to support 
candidates who have been educated in 
medical science, and, iu the second place, 
to support only those non-medical candi¬ 
dates who will pledge themselves to advo¬ 
cate the cause of medical reform; for if the 
House of Commons be even but partially 
amended, our claims are such that they can¬ 
not bo resisted, if adequately enforced by 
competent and sincere reformers. Not mock, 
pretended, or trimming, advocates, but 
patriots, who, actuated by a thorough love 
of their profession, and an unflinching de¬ 
termination not to be diverted from the 
path of their duty, will contend, at all 
hazards, and iu defiance of all opposition, 
to claim for the whole of the profession, 
just laws and equal rights. 

To return, however, to naval surgeons. 
From what has already been stated it is 
but too evident that these excellent officers 
have nothing to expect, either from the 
House of Commons, or from the Lords of the 
Admiralty, but the language of Sir James 
Graham, even if it gave no hope of relief, 
might, we think, have indicated a more im- 
\porlwl, if not a more respectful feeling. The 
terras iu which the first Lord of the Admi- 
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ralty thought proper to expreM himself, 
hate added greatly to the injury which baa 
been already inflicted upon tlieie highly- 
deserving officers. But the honourable 
baronet may have presumed that there waa 
little danger in treating with neglect a class 
of gentlemen whose injuries were treated 
with indifference by the Pkesjdent and 
Council or mum own College. Power 
soon produces active and influential sympa¬ 
thy ; but demands for juitiee made by indivi¬ 
duals wbo are weak and friendless, generate, 
as Mr. Bentham well expresses it, only the 
"sympathy of neglect." Sir Janes may 
have henrd previously to last Monday even¬ 
ing of the fact communicated in the follow¬ 
ing letter 

“To the Member! or the RoyalCollegl 
of Surllons in London. 

“ Gentlemen Having applied to Mr. 
Keate to learn the decision ot' the Council 
of the College relative to the resolution 
unanimously adopted by you ou behalf oi 
our colleagues in bis Majesty's Navy on the 
14th ult., 1 have now to inform you that the 
Council, considering our proceedings to have 
beeu * irregular,’ have found it ‘ impos¬ 
sible ’ to act upon that document. 

“ Deeply regretting this impossibility in 
a case so urgent, 1 have the honour to remain, 

‘“"Your faithful servant and confrere, 

T. King. 

“ 10, Hanover-street, Hnnover-jquare, 

“ March 2,1831.” 

After this we may well excuse Sir James 
Graham for the feel in gs which he enter¬ 
tains on the subject; but were the mem¬ 
bers of the College prepared for this an¬ 
nouncement ? The proceedings of the 14th 
ult. are fresh in the recollection of om 
readers. An overflowing theatre of mem¬ 
bers unanimously voted, that tho Council 
should be respectfully requested to memo¬ 
rialise the Lords of the Admiralty ; and the 
President of the Council, in the presence ol 
the whole assembly, agreed to communicate 
that request to the Council officially. Mark, 
reader! The Council themselves were then 


present, they heard every-thing that pawed. 
They were fully aware of the unanimity 
which prevailed. They aaw the crowded 
stale of the theatre, and were perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with the extent of the request 
made, —the meeting, be it remembered, 
having merely petitioned the Council to this 
effect,—That they, the Council, would ap¬ 
ply to the Lords of the Admiralty on behalf 
of the naval surgeons, Waa there any¬ 
thing unreasonable in this request 1 There 
was no deaire on the part of the members 
| that the Council should communicate to the 
I Lords of the Admiralty that the memorial 
[had emanated from gentlemen not of the 
Council; it waa left, indeed, by the mem- 
| hers, for the proposition to appear to have 
originated with the President and Council 
themselves. This was a mark of respect 
shown to the executive of the. College, for 
it surely were a reproach to that depart¬ 
ment to bavo it considered, that they re¬ 
quired any stimulus in such a cause from the 
members of the profession generally. The 
members were too disinterested in their 
motives, and were too liberal, to place im¬ 
proper constructions on tho motives of 
others—or to take any credit to themselves 
for having originated the measure. And now 
what is the reward profiled iu return for 
the respect they have displayed towards 
the Council'! Why, they are coolly told, 
that the »elf-pcrpeluating junta of the Col¬ 
lege find it “impossible" to act upon the 
resolution, in consequence of the “ irregu¬ 
larity of the proceedings." Impossibility! 
Whence does the impossibility arise! The 
request made by the members was most 
simple, and most easy of accomplishment; 
that is, Lad the Council been disposed to 
stand forward as the natural champions of 
the insulted members, or bad they been in¬ 
clined to yield a friendly or respectful at¬ 
tention to the voice of the profession, it 
waa acknowledged at the meeting on ihu 
14th, that the proceedings, considered iu 
relation to those of public meetings in gene- 
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ml, were somewhat irregular, inasmuch as 
the gentlemen then assembled had not been 
couvened by public notice expressly with 
a view to take the grievance in question 
into consideration, and also from its n6t 
having been thouglti necessary to sleet a 
chairman. But, of c our iff, it Wbb never in* 
tended that the u resolution" of that meetiug 
should be laid before the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty, as it contained merely a request to 
the Council that thkv would act in a cer¬ 
tain manner. As we before observed, the 
members of the Council were then present, 
and had a full opportunity of witnessing the 
feeling which prevailed, and the undisturbed 
unanimity which existed. The declaration, 
therefore, of “ impossibility/* is another 
added to the thousands of insults with 
which the members have been visited by 
thin College. If t he Council felt for the 
respectability of the profession, for the com¬ 
fort, for the happiness, for the honour of the 
members of the College, would they have 
waited to he petitioned upon such a subject? 
Would they have hesitated before making 
application to the Admiralty? Would not 
their own generous findings have irresistibly 
impelled them to take the must effectual 
steps to relieve from unmerited odium the 
insulted and calumniated surgeons of the 
British Navy ? Not only, however, do they 
now declare that they are devoid of such 
feelings, that they are stimulated by no such 
desire, but they also announce, that a re¬ 
solution adopted by a vast assemblage of the 
members is not sufficient, that even that 
document it not potent enough, to urge 
them to useful action. 

The members, doubtless, gave offence to 
the worthy and liberai-miuded Council, be¬ 
cause they presumed to disturb the awful 
silence, which has so many years prevailed 
within the walla of the College, by discuss¬ 
ing a professional grievance in their own the • 
ntre. But the spell has been broken, and the 
members came forward like honourable and 
upright men to assert their rights in a place 
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where they never ought to have remained 
dormant, anifap declare in a voice which could 
not be muundervlooil, that they were no 
lunger the miserable tools of u despicable, 
dark-miuded oligarchy. Having engaged 
in the contest, will they now tamely submit 
to defeat ? Will they permit their bene¬ 
volent intentions to be frustrated by men, 
the pride of whose lives it has been to 
trample down and oppress those members 
of an honourable profession for whose pro¬ 
tection they were installed in their offices 
by the law of the land? If the Council 
refuse to apply to the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty, if this body cannot sympathise with 
the oppressed, is it for the members, who so 
nobly commenced the work of retributive 
justice, now to ahriuk balk with dismay, 
because they are not supported in their 
measures by the wretched, self perpetuat¬ 
ing junta in Lincoln's-inn-fields ? No! It 
is the duly of the members to proceed, and 
not to allow their ardour to be checked. 
Their own theatre is still open to them, and 
as the Council have refused to apply to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, the members have 
now only to select a deputation from amongst 
themselves in order to accomplish the object 
of the resolution which was adopted on the 
14th ult. The '‘lectures" for the session have 
now commenced; they are delivered on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays; the 
doors leading to the theatre are opened, at 
3 o'clock, and the lectures commence at 4. 
Let those members, therefore, who are of 
opinion that the naval snrgeona should not 
be deserted, should not be left to their fate, 
should uot be suffered to be laughed at by 
underlings, and sneered at by haughty cox¬ 
combical lieutenants, attend at the College 
at the opening of the doors on Tuesday 
next, when there will be mfficient time to 
agree to other resolutions, if they should be 
deemed necessary, and to appoint a deputa¬ 
tion of three, four, or five members to wuit 
| upon the Lord Chamberlain, who, we. are 
[now told by Sir James (jbaiiasi, is the 
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most proper person to be consulted on the 
subject. This is the only course now open 
to usj it is the only course which can he 
adopted with the least hope of procuring 
for naval Burgeons a reinstatement to that 
position from which they hare been so un¬ 
justly, so unthinkingly, and so insultingly 
expelled. 

The “ resolution,” we understand, has 
been very warmly debated by the sapient 
gentry of the Council, and it was not dis¬ 
covered until after three or four lengthy 
discussions, that it was “ impossible to act 
upon it, in consequence of the irregularity 
of the proceedings." We have been further 
told, that when it was put to the vote, the 
motion for receiving and acting upon it was 
rejected by a majority of fifteen to three ; 
the minority having consisted of Sir Astley 
Coopkr, Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Biiodxe. 
If this report be correct, the members may, 
of course, calculate upon receiving the sup¬ 
port of this enlightened portion of the 
Council on Tuesday next} and it cannot 
be doubted that they will attend in the 
theatre, to aid by their presence and sug¬ 
gestions the praiseworthy exertions of the 
meeting. The Council are bbund by their 
own by-laws, to protect the " rights, inte¬ 
rests, prerogatives, and immunities,” of the 
members ; but it would appear that these 
laws, just enough in themselves, exercise 
but little influence over the minds of men 
who hold their offices independently of lhe 
will in all cases, and iu direct defiance in 
a great number of instances, of the wishes, 
of the great body of the members of the Col¬ 
lege. Let us prove that we ore not to 
be checkedj that we are not be defeated 
in our efforts, by this miserable, self-con¬ 
ceited, seif-perpetuating, oligarchy ; but iet 
us meet like men of rank and character, J 
and of education and of knowledge, in our 
mm theatre, and there discuss in the pre¬ 
sence of our charter-protected tyranta, 
those measures which we may deem best 
calculated to uphold the honour, and main* 


| tain inviolable the rights and privileges, of 
our profession. 

In conclusion, we take leave to remind 
the members that they should be at the 
College by three o'clock on Tuesday next, 
as the proceedings relating to naval sur¬ 
geons ought to be commenced within ten 
minutes or a quarter of uu hour after the 
opening of the theatre, in order that they 
may be concluded, if possible, before the 
period allotted for the commencement of the 
lecture. It should be our earnest desire 
to avoid any just ground of offence, and it 
is highly important not to interfere with 
what the Council denominate the “ regular 
business of the day.” If necessary, how¬ 
ever, the encroachment of a quarter—or 
half an hour, upon the time appointed for 
the lecture, could not be a ground for giv¬ 
ing offence to any reasonable beings, if they 
were to consider the nature uud object of 
the proceedings* The members ought to 
be informed, that the tickets of admission 
can only bo obtained on application at 
the College daily, between the hours of ten 
and three ; and it is highly important that 
the members should be provided with the 
means of securing the entree ns speedily as 
possible. On Monday or Tuesday, fur ex¬ 
ample, Mr. Bu.join may announce that 
there are no more tickets for distribu¬ 
tion.” 

The naral surgeons are so circumstanced 
that they dare not move iu their own be¬ 
half. One step obnoxious to their supe¬ 
riors, might prove their irretrievable ruin ; 
they look to their brethren for protection, 
and it were a libel upon the character of 
Englishmen,—upon the honour and spirit of 
the members of the Royal College of Sur- 
[ geons in London, to give one moment's cre¬ 
dence to the supposition, that these gentle* 
men would neglect to discharge a duty which 
| is calculated to relieve from obloquy, a great 
body of officers who have been guilty of no 
possible offence. The Editor of this Jour¬ 
nal, if he have life sad health, will certainly 
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attend the meeting, and co-operate to the ut- 
moat of his power with those gentlemen 
who may be of opinion that an application 
on behalf of the naval surgeons, should be 
forthwith made to the Lord Chamberlain. 
Jf the majority of the members should be of 
n different opinion, he would in that case 
wait upon the Duke of Devonshire him¬ 
self, rather than not endeavour to relieve 
the Burgeons of the British Navy from the 
weight of odium und insult under which 
these officers arc now suffering. 


The Fothergillian gold medal, value 
twenty guineas, has been awarded this 
year, by the Medical Society of London, 
to Mr. William Augustus Guv, a medi¬ 
cal student, for the best dissertation on 
Asthma.” The medal will be presented 
to the successful candidate on Tuesday, the 
8tb of March, at the anniversary meeting 
of the. Society. 


W ESTMINSTEK MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday, February li>, Idol. 

Mr. Chinnock in the Chair. 

Mr. Kotirf.s Winslow read a long essay 
on tht! iutluejice of the passions over disease. 
In the collection and arrangement of his 
materials, the uuthor evinced the utmost 
industry, but the. want of novelty in the 
details renders the paper unsuitable to our 
columns. 

An animated discussion ensued/partly on 
the subject of the essay, and partly on an¬ 
tipathies and monomaniac delusions. Dr. 
Epps and Mr. Evans here a prominent part 
in the debate, uud their speeches were much 
appluutfed. 

Towards the close of the discussion, Mr. 
Kino announced hit intention qf submitting 
to the consideration of the committee a 
resolution to the effect, “ That the discus¬ 
sions of the Society should be thrown open 
to all subjects connected with the interests 
of the medical profession.” Mr. King wished 
the notice to be immediately received by 
the committee, in order that the question 
might be laid before the general body of ilie 
Society at the following meeting. It was 
found however, on reference to the Jaws, 
that the committee could not receive the 
notice till that eveniug, and it was then de- 
teimined that the debate on Dr. Winslow's 
essay should bo further adjourned. 


EXTRAORDINARY RESULT FOLLOWING THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF CRUDE MERCURY. 

Mr. Chinnock related the following ex¬ 
traordinary case, communicated to him by 
Dr. James Blundell. A patient, attended 
by Mr. Eccles of Ilotberliithe, had suffered 
from obstinate constipation. Every remedy 
usually resorted to under such circumstances 
had been administered by that gentleman 
without effect, when Dr. Lister's attend¬ 
ance waa requested. He ordered half an 
ounce of crude mercury to be administered, 
and to be repealed twelve hours after if the 
bowels were not relieved. The ounce was 
given by Mr. Eccles himself; the object 
was not merely to produce action by its 
specitic weight, but the Doctor hoped some 
chemical change might occur. A blister 
had been applied to the scrobiculis cordis, 
and complete vesication was produced pre¬ 
vious to the exhibition of the medicine. 
Au enema was also administered. Very 
shortly after the administration of the second 
dose of quicksilver, the intestines were emp¬ 
tied. There was an appearance of mercury 
in a state of oxydation in the stools. The 
patient complained of great uneasiness in 
the blister, and begged Mr. Eccles’ attention 
to it. On examination, be found there were 
“ Bcores of globules of mercury the size of 
piriB’ heads, scattered over the blistered 
surface ;” some of these, subsequently, were 
collected by Mr. Eccles to form a large one, 
thus proving without doubt, that it waa 
mercury in its metallic form. This case 
waa observed narrowly by Dr. Lister, and 
Mr. Owen, a respectable surgeon of Cbau- 
cery Lane, os well as Mr. Eccles. The de¬ 
tails, as before mentioned, were given to 
Mr. Chiunock from Dr. Blundell's note 
book, with permission to relate it to the 
Society. 


HOSPITAL SHIP GRAMPUS. 

CASE OF ERYSIPELAS OF THE PENIS AND 
SCROTUM, WITH REMOVAL OF THE OLD, 
AND FORMATION OF A NEW, SCROTUM. 

(Communicated by Mr. Bennett, Assistant 
Surgeon .) 

Daniel Clarke, mtat. SO, a seaman, was 
admitted on board this hospital. Sept. 10, 
1830. His complaint,stricture of iheurethru 
of two years’ duration. The strictured part, 
which occupied the membranous portion of 
the urethra, would admit the passage of but 
the smallest size cat-gut bougie. The bougie 
waa passed daily, and ou alternate days; 
the hip-bath, and occasional aperients, were 
employed. Three weeks subsequent to his 
admission, a No. A bougie passed with fa¬ 
cility, and the uxiue was voided in a corre- 
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•ponding stream. About tbit time the pa• | Oft. 9. The scrotum, winch presented t 
dent obtained leave of absence (or the day, ;rasss of slough from the periimeum to within 
mid upon hi* return in the evening, com- j half «n inch ofthe root of the penis ante, 
plained of his having experienced a severe jriorlr, and about the same distance from 
rigor followed hv heat, but without sweat-j the groins Intcrslly, was removed by the 
ing ; a warm-bath and active aperient were! knife to willun a line of the living parti, 
given with relief. Ou the following day which appear to have a disposition to resist 
{Oct. il he complained of a recurrence of | the further progress of the disease. The 
shivering, attended with paiu in the bead : tunicas vaginal** of both testicles when **- 
arni thirst; his shin was hot, and tongue! posed were found to be implicated in the 
thickly coated with a white fnr: an emetic j sloughiug, And were separately removed, 
was exhibited, and ma*n. sulpk., \i; anl. j leaving the testis exposed, uninjured, but 
fart. jrr. tt, coutinued every four hours. On ' of a flabby appearance and pale hue. The 
the :lrd the prepuce, and afterwards the : diluio nitric acid was applied to the portiuu 
integuments, generally, of the penis, ap-' of scrotum snd penis between the living 
peered considerably swollen, sud assumed «t snd dead parts, and lint wetted with a corn- 
florid erysipelatous hue, attended with much , binutioo of the tinctures of myrrh snd opium 
pain in the part, tad great febrile excite- j kept applied ovrr the whole surface. 1st 
tnent. Tbe pulse strong and wiry; tongue > the course of a few days all inflammatory 
loaded; akin hot. He complained of muck | action bad, in a great measure, subsided; 
pain in the bead, aud in the penis. l’rin«| the sloughs were separating, ami a Iteallhy 
passed in a stream as free as usual. Blood ■ surface appeared beneath. Milder atiiuu- 
wat lakes from the arm to Jxx. Leeches: Ianta were now employed, und a nourishing 
and fomentations were applied to the peitis, ■ diet continued. The sloughing of the penis 
and nausea was kept up by regulated doses of I was confined to the integuments, and formed 
tartariaed antimony. . three distinct patches, each about the sizu 

Oct. 4. I’luliminished inflammation con-; of a shilling. The scrotum was almost to- 
tinues in the integuments of the penis,! tally destroyed, aud the testes bereft of 
which are distended, elongated, and present | their investing membrane remain.!.! exposed 
a tortuous appearance ; febrile excitement with a small portion of healthy .septum 
continues the same. Venesection repeated scroti between them. On the complete 
to Jxvj (Moodintensely buffed and cupped); separation of the sloHghs. tbe son-* on the 
salines and purgatives exhibited, and the integuments of the penis heuled rapidly ; 
penis freely punctured in the hip-bath, fol- the testicles threw up numerous n ul healthy 
lowed by tbe further application of leeches granulations to a level with the remaining 
and fomentations. portion of scrotum at the root of the penis, 

Oct. A. Penis continues swelled, and of whence the process of cicatrization coin- 
a highly florid hue; patches of a sloughing menced. Dressing with simple ointment 
tendency appear in three or four distinct was now used, but caustic him! dry lint were 
situations; pulse moderated; constitutional subsequently found necessary to check the 
excitement less ; poultice of linseed meal to superfluous granulation*, 
penis; saline eflervesc. mist,every 4 hours. Oct. 5f8- A small spot, about the *izo of 
Oct. 6. Pulse quick and irritable; some a sixpence, remains uncieatrized in tbe 
increase of fever, Integuments at the upper centre of the new scrotum. The scrotum is 
and front part of the scrotum present an small in its dimension, but presents no de- 
try sipelataux blush, and have an indurated formity, and during the process of cinatri- 
feel. Twenty leeches were applied to the zation has drawn coninbutions so freely 
scrotum, and fomentations continued. from the neighbouring integuments, ns to 

Oct. 7. Scrotum much distended and in- present nearly u imturul appearance. The 
flamed; discoloration of the iutegume/iu testicles, over the greater portiiu'of their 
threatening sphacelus ; pulse quick uod surface, can be felt loose within the scrotum, 
irritable; countenance flushed; akin hot; and appear adherent only ut that part of tbu 
tongue dry and brown. Fret incisions were scrotum which remains uncicatrized. The 
carried through the entire length of the aero- pstient is in excellent health, und thinks lie 
turn, and poultices of linseed-meal applied, passes his urine more freely than he. has 
Oct. 8. Sloughing of the scrotum lias ex- done fur two years. Discharged cured, 
tended ; the incisions through the iutegu- The latter progress of the cure was nn- 
ments expose a thickened state of those pleasantly interrupted by symptoms of dis¬ 
parts, with combination of lymph, pus, and »ase in the kidneys, indicated by pain in 
alonghing cellular tissue, without any traces the loins increased on pressure', frequent 
of urine, which passes through the urethra in rigors, and a muco-purulent deposit in the 
its usual stream, and in natural quantity, urine. These symptoms were removed by 
Takes an anodyne at night, two grains of the application of capping-glasses to tbe 
quinine three times iu the day, and six loins,and the free use of friction, with tartar* 
ounces of wine daily. emetic ointment over the same part. 







DR. ELLIOTSON ON HYSTERIA, 


770 

cessed from the impression thus made upon for the complaint had occurred in two 
her mind. others of the family before ; and when I re- 

I will say a few words on hysteria. I need collect that the character of the hysteria was 
not tell you the characters of it. You know precisely the sBme in this as in the other 
that women are seized with u tit of more or cases, and ceased as it did, I cannot hut 
less complete insensibility, with irregular ascribe it entirely to the impression made 
convulsions. So. tint they feel choking, on her mind by witnessing the other two in 
they soh, laugh, and cry; and go out of one their disease. 

fit into another. All this was the case here. In regard to the fatal case of hysteria, it 
Frequently, too, patients are incoherent, was the first instance 1 ever saw of hysteria 
sometimes sing songB, aud sometimes proving fatal. In general, hysteria is a 
psalms. But these cases illustrate the fact, very innocent disease, it is troublesome— 
of which I am certain, that the uisease does it it very annoying, or ought to be very an- 
not, as some pretend to aay , necessarily uoying to a woman certainly, to make such 
arise from the sexual organs, nor from sexual an exhibition of herself os they do in a fit 
feelings. In the young lady who w ns the of hysteria; but I never knew it dangerous 
first subject affected iu the House, it was or fatal in my life before. In that yopng 
quite certain, I think perfectly certain, from lady it certainly was of an inflammatory 
a number of circumstances with which I character; the pulse was quick, the akin, 
am acquainted, that it arose entirely from hot, and the tongue dry and white. Auti* 
her extreme assiduity in charitably superin- inflammatory measures were freely had re- 
tending some schools, and in superintending, course to, and ahe wob considerably better, 
likewise, the education of her little brother* .She frequently talked intelligibly after- 
and sisters. Her extreme anxiety, with an wards; she was seldom, indeed, for any 
excessive degree of attachment to her fa* length of time, unconscious of what passed 
mily, induced all this. around her, but at length she became torpid, 

From the character of the young lady, I. a degree of stupor supervened ; she was 
am quite sure there was not a sexual feel* uncouscioua of yhnt went on; she bad a 
ing, either pure or incorrect, nbout her; kind of muttering, and an inflammation of 
that she hud no attachment even ro uny in- both hands and wrists came on, nnd we 
dividual beyond tire domestic circle. Dur* thought (the inedicnl gentleman who con¬ 
ing her delirium, she never once uttered an stantly attended her, and I nivself) that a 
improper expression—never made n single fluctuation could be perceived; however, 
allusion to any one human being excepting when this was the case, the pulse was i?x- 
to her father and mother, ami her little ceedingly feeble and fluttering, and to have, 
brothers and sisters. When she sang it made cm incision there w«NM^ have been 
was always a hymn, or some little thing of altogether useless—at nny rate when the 
an innocent description. I have no doubt thing was mentioned before the family, u 
that in her the hysteria was brought on by determination to prevent any-thing of the 
her state of mind—her attachment to her sort was expressed, and sbe’died iu a few 
family—the extreme anxiety which she had hours afterwards. 1'nfortuuately, no ex- 
for some time experienced with regard to animation of the body took place. ami 1 do 
them, and with regard to the success of ainot, therefore, know what was the internal 
number of poor children with whom she- stale. 

took much pains. What occurred in the case But I should mention that since then t 
Of the second patient 1 do not know, except have known unoUtcr case of hysteria which 
that the symptoms were precisely the same; proved fatal; one which 1 .did not atLend,. 
hut in the third (the girl that was here), but the circumstances of which were related 
there was no reason to suppose Buy-thing of to me, ar.d 1 was present at therxamiim- 
the kind that is usually alleged as the tiou of the body. 1 believe those gentle- 
cause. In the first place the uterus was men who gtfeud my lectures ou the prac- 
unnffected, for the catamenia were perfectly tice of modicine have heard me detail this 
regular; she was sixteen years of age only, case, but 1 am sure they will pardon my 
and had menstruated four months; but from mentioning the circumstances here again, 
the commencement of the menstruation, the on account of itjMery extraordinary nature, 
catameniabnd regularly appeared, and ftbuu- Two young ladies of a very nervous dis* 
dantly. Then with respect to her mind, position, of very active ihinds—very ixcit- 
there was no reason—not the slightest tea- hble feelings—twills, had, for aotue year* 
son, to suppose uny-thing at all of that de- been subject to k jfi^ of Try star! a—choking 
acription. If there hod been, I thiuk the, and convulsion!,, fit* Would 

disease would not have ceased the very! continually ';j?ijj»’ mpUoq of the 

3ay she was brought into this hospital. It bead and *W : -.atcc«- 

is right to be remembered, however, that she rate time, .ittjbcoompunied by the words 

had had a fall ou her forehead,but I cannot tic — t like a clock. "“.This 

think that that had any-thing to do with it, would boos times, he with lenaibiUty, and 
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sometimes unconaeioualy. Sometimes they 
would be conscious of it, and would say, 
“Now here is the tie coming again, but I 
cannot help it.” And now and then they 
would say in distinct words, “ I cum,” “I 
cum,” or hi cum, hi cum, I do not know 
which, and what it mMnt I do not know; 
but they both at last fell into a sort of trance 
—into a state of perfect insensibility, as 
though they were in a deep sleep, but with¬ 
out any snoring, and the breathing was 
natural, though faint. It was not an apo¬ 
plectic state, but really a state of sleep, 
and this continued for a length of time. One 
of them died, and 1 was sent for to the other; 
there waa then present a symptom very 
common in hysterics, extreme sensibility of 
the surface of the trunk, so that the slightest 
touch gave her exquisite pain, caused her to 
groan and nearly shriek, and say hicum a 
few times, and then the head to begin mov¬ 
ing from side to aide, and the hands and 
forearms to semi-rotate in regular time, the 
motion being accompanied by the words, 
tic—tie, tic-tic, the second word tic being 
pronnuuced, as usual, some notes lower than 
I the first. This morbid sensibility of tbs sur- 
' has frequently been mistaken for in¬ 
flammation: but it is a state of the sentient 
nerves. If I opened her eyes they remain¬ 
ed so for a minute, fixed sb if she was look¬ 
ing at something on the left of her, and then 
the eyelid* quietly shut. Seeing her lie in 
this trance,’ in which I was told Bhe had 
been for a considerable time, I recommend¬ 
ed shut she should be woll nourished. Wine 
and strong broth were got down, and wbeu 
the appeared Bulking, large quanti lies of sul¬ 
phate of quiuine. But at one time there 
waa such debility that when a teas|>oon-ful 
of wine or soup was put into the mouth, we 
bad to squeeze the larynx ot the arytenoid 
$ cartilages, in cause irritation enough to pro¬ 
duce deglutition. In this wav, and by the 
extreme assiduity of the gentleman who 
regularly attended her—who, iu fact, gave 
himself entirely up to the esse, and staid 
with her day and night, feeding and watch- 
»ng her, eta survived. At the end of three 
weeks 1 saw her again. Since my first visit 
fulntjpa of the head had taken place, indi¬ 
cated by beat, and by throbbing of the tein- 

E l«»; it was fouud necessary to apply 
■aches, and at tha end of some weeks from 
this time even, Ahe waa still olive though 
atdl in a trance. During this time she 
had once or twice half awakened for a few 
minutes; io one of these moments of con- 
% #c iouBness she mode motions as if she 
warned to write, and they gate her a pencil, 
and she wrote down distinctly what ahe 
wanted in regard to her affairs, and went off 
*gau into her Slumber. On another occa- 
tton she became eoDidouS and opened ber 
»w»Kh m if ahe wanted food; they gave 


ber some, and she ate it ravenously, and 
then went off again. I was once present 
when she became conscious, and evinced by 
moaning and moving ber arms that she 
wanted something; she shook hands with, 
ait around her, with me among the rest, and 
I am BuTe was perfectly conBcious of her 
situation, but in a few minutes she went 
off again. 

Now, I allude to these cases for the pur¬ 
pose of showing that hysteria is sometimes 
fatal, The sister whom I did not see alive, 
and who lay dead in the house, had, after 
being kept a fortnight, undergone very little 
change; it was thought right to open the 
body, but nothing could be observed ex¬ 
cept extreme paleness. I never aaw the 
membranes of the brain—the pia mater par¬ 
ticularly, more destitute of blood ; and the 
brain itself was excessively exangueous. 

The general characteria the same exactly 
with that extraordinary disease oalled cata» 
lepttj; I believe catalepsy is a variety of 
hysteria. As in hysteria, so in catalepsy, 
the patient is generally a little sensible, 
though insensible in a very high degree. 
You can mould them into any form. If you 
place i hem upon their back and raise one 
leg, they lie with that kg rriaed: so 
with the arms. This is a disease which 
very few people have seen; 1 have never 
seen it myself; but it occurs, like hysteria, 
moat frequently in women. Like hysteria 
it will come on iu paroxysms. It likewise 
agrees with hysteria in this, that generally 
it is only a troublesome complaint, but 
sometimes is of a fatal nature. There was a 
case in this hospital last year, 1 did not see 
it, from a paroxysm never happening when I 
waa in the house, for some weekB, and was 
considered to be a case of catalepsy without 
any deception; it occurred in a woman, and 
the fits came on at irregular periods; she 
waa fully unconscious at the time, and 
might be moulded into any shape. She 
went out well, 1 believe, or at least no worse 
than when she came in. 

There is a ease described by Dr. tteber- 
den which occurred at this Hospital, and 
which be came here to see. You will find 
it stated in his Commentaries;. It neenrred 
in a woman. The paroxysm usually came 
on morning and evening, aud lasted from 
one to three hours; but upon one occasiou 
the paroxysm lasted twelve hours. It would 
come on suddenly, the pulse and breathing 
remaining natural j the eye was fixed as 
though looking at »oint* object, and the arm 
would remain as it was placed for twenty 
mhiutes together, and it once did so for one 
hour, precisely as if it belonged to o statue, 
and it would Sustain seven pounds weight. 
The jaws were shut, and it was observed, 
that if the nostrils were closed, the lips 
opened, end e respiratory effort was made. 

3 D 3 
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After a time there waa nearly, but not per¬ 
fectly, complete insensibility, and generally 
in hysteria the insensibility is incomplete. 
It was noticed that n slight winking occur¬ 
red on the approach of the finger to the eye, 
nod that a contraction of the iris occurred 
on the approach of a candle. Dr. Gregory, 
I recollect, used to mention a case of cata¬ 
lepsy that occarred Irom mental distress, in 
a lady whose history resembled the affect- 
ing tale of Isabella in the Fatal Marriage, 
and she appeared insensible except when 
her child was brought to her, and then faint 
signs of perception instantly took place. In 
a cue not exactly of catalepsy, but in some 
degree of analogous nervous affection,—of 
trance, mentioned I think iu the pitycholo- 
gical Magatine, a young lady lay so long 
senseless and without any sign of life, that 
■ho was not only laid out, hut laid in her 
coffin, and at length, while they were plac¬ 
ing the lid upon it, a general sweat from 
horror broke out npon her, and revealed 
that she was still alive. She recovered, ami 
declared that she had been sensible to things 
around her all tho while, though unable to 
move a feature/What was the result of the 
other case I do not know, that iB not men¬ 
tioned by Dr. Hehcrden ; but that catalepsy 
is sometimes fatsi is proved beyond doubt. 
A deserter who was caught, suddenly 
shrieked, lost his voice, and became im¬ 
moveable and unconscious; lie then became 
cataleptic; neither ate nor drank, nor dis¬ 
charged urine nor fasces, and died in twenty 
days. 

Now, I think it is important that you 
should know there are cases of.this descrip¬ 
tion, because both catalepsy and hysteria 
are for the roost part devoid of danger; both 
you find prove fatal occasionally. 1 never 
knew, till within these few months, a case 
of hysteria prove fatal. One within that 
time bus proved fatal in my own practice, 
and 1 was present at the post-mortem ex¬ 
amination of another. 

There is a case of hysteria in my female 
ward, illustrating another variety of the dis¬ 
ease, unaccompanied by singing, but where, 
besides tho regular symptoms of hysteria, 
the right side of the body is much more 
affected thau the left, so that iu the fit the 
action of llie muscles of the face on the right 
side draw the left side of the face iu such 
a way that you wontd imagine the patient 
tube paralytic on the left side. The right 
hand is clenched, with the thumb bent 
in upon the palm, the abductor polhcis 
acting so powerfully, the right arm drawn 
violently behind, the right leg drawn back, 
and the right foot turned in. In this case 
other muscles are affected, so that the girl, 
who 1 understand could apeak very well 
before the disease presented itself, can speak 
now but ray imperfectly; for instance, 


for “ to,” she will soy u toe;’* for u yes/* 
“ yetj” and so on. She speaks exactly as 
many children do who have defect! in their 
speech; this is entirely the effect of ibe 
disease. The mind too is frequently in this 
disease peevish aud silly, and so it is in 
this girl—this woman rather, for she is 
twenty-five years of age—she answers ab¬ 
ruptly and, snappishly; she has had the 
complaint rof tw* years. In her, l believe, 
there is no doubt tire disease has arisen 
from disappoiuted attachment; I believe 
there Use been a little love in her case. 1 
understand that she has a sweetheart (as 
most women have before they are live-and- 
tweoty), but that that sweatbeart is two 
hundred miles off, a calamity quite sufficient 
to make any girl go into tits. (Laughter.) 
However, she is already considerably better. 
I hnd ht-r cupped on the loins to a pint, and 
ordered her au injection every dny, tousist- 
iug of three ounces of the oil of turpentine 
and a pint of gruel. She has been cupped 
at tho occiput also to a pint, and tint tils 
have become much less violent and less 
frequent, end the menses have appeared 
after not occurring for three months. It 
was not the cessation of the menses that 
caused this disease, for she has had the 
disease two veara, and tlu*v hud only ceased 
for two or three months. Immediately after 
the cupping and the very first injection, the 
right hand opened completely, although it 
hud been closed, ua 1 said, for u for might 
before she entue here. 5>Le will be soon 
perfectly well. 

1 may men lion here, that formerly it was 
supposed that a great number of diseases 
arose from suppressed discharges and sup¬ 
pressed irritations; it seemed never to he 
thought that the occurrence of another dis¬ 
ease might put h stop to n nulural discharge, 
and to a morbid discharge or im itation. Now, 
I think there can be uo doubt, that in very 
many cases, perhaps in the greater number 
in which the suspension of tip*, catamenia 
takes place, ami other complaints appear, it 
is not the cessation that occasions the other 
disease, but the occurrence of tb» other dis¬ 
ease that causes the cessation. With re¬ 
spect to eruptive diseases, diseases of the 
skin, you know very well it frequently hap¬ 
pens, that in scarlet fever, or the measles, 
for example, die eruption will not come 
forth, or will decline too soon. It was gene¬ 
rally supposed there was a defect in the 
power of the constitution in all those cases, 
and bo indication that stimulants should be 
given. I believe we ewe it to the French, 
and perhaps particularly to Broussnis, that 
we now know, that when cutaneous erup¬ 
tion! do not come forth ut the proper lime 
it is generally owing to an internal inflam¬ 
mation—certainly more frequently to in¬ 
flammation in the cheat or abdomen than 
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any-tiling else, and that the best mode of 
bringing out the eruption is to subdue the 
internal inflammation. So it is with respect 
to a great many instances of the cessotiou 
of a disease, or tin) cessation of a discharge. 
If another disease, if a new excitement of 
the system tales place, you may expect 
that an action which previously existed-in 
the body will not go on so vigorously as it. 
did before; that a chronic, eruptive com¬ 
plaint may disappear, the/catameuia may 
stop, or the discharge from/ft sore leg may 
dry up. Cortaiuly 1'th‘ink' the occurrence 
of a new disease within tin! system is quite 
as frequently the cause of the cessation 
of discharges bdth morbid and natural, 
ami of tlio cessation of many diseases of 
irritation, ai that the sudden suppression 
of dischorges— tin sudden cessation of 
discharges . from a disease and irritation 
which previously existed, gives rise to 
the new diseases. This is very important 
in pathology, for if in every case where the 
catamenia hav'e Stopped and another disease 
has begun, we were merely to direct our 
attention to the foicing back of the menses, 
we Bhould very often tail; whereas by at¬ 
tempting to cure, and by curing the new 
diaeiibo, the catamenia will return as a mat¬ 
ter of course, though while subduing the 
other disease, it might be sound practice 
also to endeavour to excite them. Vou know 
that when an acute inflammatory disease 
takes place, the bowels, for example, will 
become very much torpid, the natural func¬ 
tions of the alimentary canal will cease or 
diminish, so that cosiiveness is n common 
circumstance iu many acute diseases. So 
it is precisely with the catamenia, aud ofteo 
with discharges from issues ami sore legs. 
Vou know thutwheii a person has a sore leg 
discharging profusely, if au inflammation of 
the lungs or brain occurs, the sore imme¬ 
diately puts on a dliferent appearance, the 
discharge perhaps lessens and dries up. 
Mow, it is not the cessation of the discharge 
from the leg that causes the complaint in 
that case, hut the complaint that causes the 
cessation. These things were once but little 
known ; oae Hide of the question only was 
viewed by most old writers, and I think that 
able is l**sa frequently in fault than the side 
to which they did not look ; consequently 
they look too limited a view of such cases, 
and were often wrong in their practice. 


DISKASt.D mum. 

There was a case presented, Gentlemen, 
of affection of the heart, which was exceed¬ 
ingly interesting from the good that wus 
douc. A large number of diseases of the 
heart are undoubtedly of an inflammatory 
character; they begin as inflammation of 
the pericardium and heart, and the organic 
affection which remains is merely the conse¬ 


quence of the previous inflammation. There 
are others of an opposite character, which 
are attended hy debility of the whole con¬ 
stitution ; with flabbiness of the muscles and 
paleness of the face, which are removed or 
lessened, we will say, by the opposite plan 
of treatment. 

The case to which I allude, was thnt of 
a woman admitted on the 13th of January. 
She was 43 years of age, was anasarcous ; 
the face was swelled, the legs were swelled, 
aud there was a strong action of the left 
ventricle of the heart over a considerable 
space. At the moment yon felt the stroke 
of the heart, and felt the pulse, a bellows* 
sound wan heart), which every uow and then 
became the sound of a snw. It was ge¬ 
nerally a bellows-sound, but now and then 
the bellows-sound became very shrill, ex¬ 
actly like that of a fine saw. She had suf¬ 
fered from pulpitation for four years, though 
she said she had been ill only six mouths. 
She was pule, and on feeling the aim the 
muscles were quite flabby. My impression 
was, that if I bled this womau and put her 
on low diet, I should certainly have in¬ 
creased the mischief. T could not but be¬ 
lieve that this was a case^Wropsy, arising 
from disease of the heart, attended with de¬ 
bility ami flabbiness of its texture. With 
respect to the state of the heart, I con- 
ceired ( that as it heal over a very consider¬ 
able space, aud, us there was a dull sound 
taunusual extent, upon percussion of the 
cardiac region, that it was dilated. If the 
heart is merely hypertrophied and not dilat¬ 
ed, you have not much extent of dull sound ; 
if it is dilated, then the dulness on percus¬ 
sion is extensive. There was evidently 
obstruction to the passage of tbe blood into 
the aortas but it was impossible to sny 
whether that obstruction arose from con¬ 
striction of tbe aortic opening, or the dilated 
state of the left ventricle. The latter might 
be quite sufficient to account for the symp¬ 
toms : the cavity having beoome too large 
relatively for the natural dimensions of the 
aortic opening. 1 nm satisfied that there 
was dilatation, as well as thickening of the 
heart, but the disease was not of au inflam¬ 
matory cliaiouter; on the contrary, it was 
a disease oi debility. 

1 gave her strengthening medicine ; I ex¬ 
hibited iron; but that she might have some¬ 
thing, ou account of the dropsical effusion, 
that tended to increase the discharge by 
the kidneys and by the bowels, site took the 
tartrate of irou in treacle—two drachms of 
the ferrum tartarizatum three tiroes a day* 
In two or three days 1 made it three drachma 
three times a day, and in two or three days 
more, half an ounce three times a day. Hy 
this time she began to make a considerable 
quantity of water, indeed the quantity of 
water was increased more or less after the 
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third day from her admission. The bowels, 
too. became exceedingly purged from the 
ferrum turtamatum and the treacle. While 
she bad these discharges, however, site re¬ 
gularly gained strength, so fnr from becom- 
ing .weakened. The palpitation of the heart 
decli nod —the dyspnoea diminished — the 
sound of the loft ventricle of the heart less¬ 
ened from a sawing sound to only ai bellows- 
sound. She could lie on either side, from 
having been able to lie only on the right 
She became much stronger, and likewise 
regained her colour. However, as the me¬ 
dicine was purging her too actively, the 
dose was reduced to two drachms three 
times a day; and as I was anxious that 
though she should not be purged excessive¬ 
ly, she should hnve as much of the iron as 
possible, I gave her, in addition to the two 
drachms of the ferrum tarlarizatura, two 
drachms of the suhearbonate of iron, mixed 
with each dose. The oedema went entirely 
away ; she felt much Btronger on the. 25th of 
January (havingbeeu admitted on the 13th), 
and in every respect better. When she 
came in, Bhe was so ill that she could not 
walk ; she was immediately put to bed, and 
1 almost thought that there she would lie till 
she died; but on the 8th of February, the 
report says she felt quite strong and quite 
well. No oedema of any part, no dyspnoea, 
no palpitation : but of course the heart was 
not cured; on listening, I still perceived a 
bellow.s-souud, but there was such a diminu¬ 
tion of it and of nil the symptoms, that she 
thought herself well, found herself strong, 
and went about and looked rosy, and would 
be treated as a sick woman no longer, but 
went home. When dilatation of the heart 
arises merely from its texture having be¬ 
come soft and flabby, 1 have no doubt it 
may sometimes be cured. Voluntary mus¬ 
cles, from being very reluxed, soft, and 
flabby, do every day become, by strengthen¬ 
ing the system, firm and bard again. I bis, 
therefore, may happen in the case of the 
heart, and if the flabbiness of the heart has 
given rise to dilatation (and ^Hutation is 
most Frequently attended by softness of the 
heart) if not united with,and resulting from, 
hypertrophy), this dilatation may cease on 
the return of tone. Dr. Piorry says, that by 
means of percussion on the plcssiraetre, he 
has ascertained tb» fact of a dilated heart 
recovering its natural dimensions. 

The cose wns very satisfactory, because 
the treatment of diseases of the heart is, for 
the most part, difficult; if you cannot dis¬ 
cover tenderness, if you cannot make out a 
decided local inflammation: if you cannot 
make out any fulness of the system, the 
utmost you can do is to palliate the symp¬ 
toms, and to increase the quantity of urine, 
if any effusion have taken place. But I be¬ 
lieve, if there is reason to suppose there is 


great debility of tlie heart, flabbiness of tin 
muscles, paleness of the surface, and if the 
heart is found dilated, and we ave consider¬ 
able effusion, under these circumstances a 
great deal of goodmay be done by giving 
preparations of iron. They are mentioned 
by some foreign writers, and I have seen 
very much good done by their administra¬ 
tion. Of all the preparations, I consider 
the tartrate is one of the best, on account of 
its having no tendency, when given in trea¬ 
cle, to constipate the bowels, but rather to 
open them freely, and keep up a discharge 
also from the kidneys. I think this was one 
of the most satisfactory cases I ever treated. 
A few years ago, I certainly should have 
been quite at a loss in such a case. I should, 
perhaps, have applied leeches, or given a 
quantity of mercury, or only diuretics; at 
auy rale. I should have palliated only, and 
that in a very imperfect manner, or perhaps 
done harm, anil certainly should have omit¬ 
ted this very important remedy. 

ANEURISM OF THE AOllTA IN A FEMALE. 

Only four casos hare been admitted sines 
our last lecture : two in females. One n case ' 
of chronic bronchitis, or rather of ncuto- 
ebronie bronchitis, which had existed for 
two months, and where there was it sonorous 
rattle in various parts of the chest. But 
the other wns n case of aneurism of the aorta. 
Aneurism of the aorta is a disease which we 
very seldom see in women ; but I think you 
will agree with me, that though it is rare in 
females, the patient whom you shall pre¬ 
sently see, really labours under the disease. 

Her name is Ann -, she is 31 years of 

age, and has been ill two years. Her pulse 
on admission wns rapid, 136, full and strong. 
There wns a strong and diffused pulsation at 
the cartilages of the right lower true ribs, a 
constant cougb, and some mucous expecto¬ 
ration. The week before her admission, she 
had spit up blood. Where the pulsation is 
observed, there is some tumefaction and 
great tenderness. At all times she hns shoot¬ 
ing pricking pains there, and likewise paiii 
in the tight shoulder and down ttf’tho elbow. 
This is a perfectly well-marked case of the 
disease. Whenever the aneurism arrives at 
a certain size, I have noticed pricking pains 
to take place. I presume that they arise 
from the inflammation going on exteriorly to 
the arteTy, producing adhesions between the 
vessel and the neighbouring parts, and pro¬ 
ducing adhesions after the vessel is obstruct¬ 
ed between more exterior parts in succes¬ 
sion ; a beautiful provision of nature, that 
life may be preserved sb long as possible. 
There is extreme tenderness of course also, 
through this same inflammatory process. 
She has an aching in the right shoulder. 
As snob an aneurism goes to the right tide, 



DB. ELLIOTSON ON ANEURISM OF THE AORTA,' 


I hove neually observed pains in the right 
extremity, pains about the scapula, clavi¬ 
cle, axilla, and down the arm ; and here the 
pain extends as low as the elbow. With 
respect to the constant cough, there can be 
no doubt that that arises from the inflnin- 
mation which is set up in the lungs imme¬ 
diately in contact with the aneurism. The 
lungs of course are glued to theaneurisrn,und 
the bronchia ore inflamed. She hns spitting 
of blood; a degree of bronchitis is esta¬ 
blished, from the inflammation going on 
around the aneurism, the mucous mem¬ 
brane suffering also, being excited into an 
inflammatory and haemorrhagic state. She 
bus, 1 need not say, grest dyspnoea on mov¬ 
ing. She is also very costive, and says her 
motions are black. The catamenia are quite 
regular, and at the time of her admission 
were present. She cannot lie on the left 
aide; she lies on the right side, and lies 
easier there thon even on her buck. I believe 
ibis circumstance arises from two causes; 
first, that when she lies on tile left side, 
there ia a dragging down to the left aide of 
the parts that are adhering and diseased ; 
and, secondly, that if site lies on the left side, 
the heart beats the more violently.as it always 
must, if hypertrophied, or even merely ex¬ 
cited, against the ribs, from its closer proxi¬ 
mity to them when we lie on the leftside, 
and ilius increases the inconvenience. That 
there is disease of the heart, I have uo doubt, 
Rud 1 nin sura it is hypertrophied to a certain 
extent; for it beatfl violently in the left part 
of the cardiac region, without any noise ; 
it given a violent blow on the ribs, and that 
blow would be quite sufficient to make it 
painful for her to lie on the left side. 

With respect to the bronchitis, there is 
sonorous rattle rs well os expectoration. 
The chief sem of the pulsation is between 
the fourth and the sixth right ribs near the 
sternum. If you put your lingers upon the 
space between the fourth, tilth, and sixth 
ribs, you will find the pulsation very great 
there. 

Qtuses. —1 cun have no doubt that the 
disease has arisen from violent exercise. 
Many ofcthe diseases of the heart and arte¬ 
ries arise from inflammation, which pro¬ 
ceeds from cauBes connected with rheuma¬ 
tism. Some again take place merely from 
«u inexplicable disposition to organic dis¬ 
ease of the coats, and chiefly of the lining 
membranes of tire aorta, and of the lining 
membrane of the heart. But sometimes 
you will see disease of those porta arise 
from excessive muscular aotiou. This woroau 
lias led what one might consider a very un¬ 
natural life foT a woman. She has travelled 
with her husband over the country as a sort 
of saleswoman—selling articles, and fre¬ 
quently walking eighteen or twenty miles a 
day, and yery often in hilly countries* 


17$: 

I need not say that a case of this kind 
can have but one termination. But great 
relief may be obtained by purging, keeping 
the patient perfectly at rest aud upon low 
diet, and resorting to repeated bleedings. I 
bled her, when she was admitted, to about 
twenty ounces; and next day the pulse 
was reduced to 120; the breathing was 
better, and she was much easier. The 
cough continued, and I ordered her another 
venesection to twenty ounces, and house 
medicine to be. taken every day. 1 hove 
desired that she may be brought in, for 
some, gentlemen may wish to inspect her, 
who may not have the opportunity of seeing 
the case again. 

[The patient was now brought in, and the 
pupils severally had an opportunity of ex¬ 
amining the tumour.! 

1 conclude that, in this case, the aneu¬ 
rism must rise from the aorta, just after it 
has left the pericardium. If the aneurism 
occurs within the pericardium, it generally 
bursts before it hus attained any consider¬ 
able size. You know that, in the peri¬ 
cardium, there are no means for the aorta 
to form adhesions around; it therefore sim¬ 
ply distends; there is nothing Tor it to ad¬ 
here to, beiug loose like the heart; aftei 
the external coat has been dilated to a 
certain extent, the vessel gives way. The 
usual course of the complaint is for the in¬ 
ternal and middle coats, or both, to split, 
and then for the blood to he diffused below 
the external coat; ami it will exteud this, 
aud the patient live for some weeks—or, 
for what I know, a few mouths. But at 
last, as the escape of the blood becomes 
greater nud greater, the external coat is 
more and more distended, till it suddenly 
gives wny, oud the patient dies iu a mo¬ 
ment. 

This is a drawing [exhibiting if] taken 
from a patient of mine, a woman in the 
hospital, who came in for another com- 
plaint—pain in lire head, and for which she 
had leeches applied. Within a few hour* 
after her utlmiasion, while the leeches were 
applying, the fell back aud died us if she 
had been shot. You will observe that here 
the artery is split just as it arises from the 
heart; hero ore the internal and middle 
coats of the aorta together; they have split 
transversely; the blood was effused under 
this the external coat. Thus external effu¬ 
sion into the pericardium was prevented 
from taking place for a considerable time. 
In one part of the inside of the external 
coat, you see regular layers of fibrins--layer 
upop layer. The external coat was pro¬ 
digiously distended, and at last a crack 
through it took place longitudinally—the 
very reverse direction of the split iu the 
internal aud middle coats. When the ex- 
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ternal llius gote way, she of course died in jthcr he wee fortunate in those caws, or 
a moment. i whether he wu justified in the firet instance 

It is very curious that the some tiling in saying they were aneurism of the Burts, 
occurred in George the Second. You will ■ 1 do not know. 

find the account of that king's death iu the • Symptoms. —Respecting the symptoms, I 
Transactions of the Royal Society. He j believe that what you have ’heard this 
died of a rupture oi the right ventricle of j woman any [*Ac ninety answered questions 
the heart; but they found the aorta exactly corroborating the Doctor'* statement ttutde 
in the first stage of the state in which this before she was called in], und what I have 
woman’s was; that is to say, the internal detailed from the case-book, agree with 
and middle coats had ruptured ; there was what 1 have mentioned in the book I have 
a large coagulum under the external coat :• published upou these diseases. 1 have said, 
which had not given way; and if his heart " There is frequently cough, mucous aud 
had not ruptured, he would have died in a • bloody expectoration; dysphagia; dyspnrca, 
few weeks I presume, from rupture of the even orlbopucea; attacks of spasmodic sufl'o- 
extemsl coat of the aorta itself. j cation; pain in the right shoulder, axilla. 

This, therefore, is not an aneurism of theinner Bide of the arm, in the course of the 
aorta, so low down as to be within the j nerves, which may be tender, and up the 
pericardium; it is an aneurism of the aorta! right side of the neck and hand. Pricking 
soon after it 1ms left the pericardium. 1 i pains may be felt in the tumour.” These aim 
conclude this from its situation. You ob- j experiences severely.--1 had a patient 
serve the chief part of the tumour—the • labouring under this disease whose axilla 
most prominent part of it, is betweeu the was so lender from an aneurism of the aorta 
cartilages of the fourth and sixth true that he could not bear it pressed upon, 
ribs. The disease sometimes takes place With respect to the situatiou of the 
higher up; it sometimes talcea place at the tumour, 1 have said,—*« When a cerium 
arch ; and when at the arch, sometimes at size is attained by an aneurism of the iiRceud- 
tlie superior part of it, and sometimes at i»g aorto, a tumour is usually found at tho 
the anterior part of it. If the disease were fifth and sixth ribs of the right side ; when, 
situated in the arch itself, there would be a at the anterior pari of the arch, the tumour 
tumour formed much higher up, or peihaps, is at the third and fourth of the right side; 
indeed, just above the sternum; butit-rnust, when at the superior part of the arch, it is 
therefore, he situated, no doubt, in the as- above the sternum and clavicles. The 
cending aorta, not in the arch itself, for the strongly pulsating character of the tumour 
tumour to be in the situation in which you shows its nature, even should the tumofac- 
see it in this case. This, of course, will nt tion subside considerably for a time, as hap- 
length rupture. There is no probability of pened by repeated venesection in three cases 
death from its pressing upon the oesophagus of this disease that I treated, and in one of 
or trachea; probably from the extreme ten- which the tumour once actually pointed.” 
derness at its prominent part, rupture will This case, in which the tumour pulsated, 
take place there into the pleura, and she wan one in which 1 expected rupture to take 
will die of lneroorrliage. The rupture of place within a week or two; buthy repealed 
the thoracic aorta must frequently lake bleedings, the tumour that was not only 
place into the left pleura, but sometimes very large, hut had begun to be pointed— 
into the oesophagus, sometimes into the receded, and at last the part became level, 
pulmonary artery, and sometimes into the This patient, however, died suddenly 7 , when 
substance of the lungs and various other in about Bix or eight months afterwards he 
parts, but generally it takes place into the -came into the hospital a second time, of mp- 
left pleura. ture into the left pleura. But from Lessen- 

Diagnosis .—Now when the disease has ing the volume of blood iu the* system, 
not advanced as it has done in this woman, the tumour became so orach reduced, thm 
I believe it to be a very difficult thing in- though a strong pulsation existed, still 
deed to Tecognise it. I do not pTetend the part became quite level; therefore 
myself to be able to recognise an aneurism 1 was not surprised to hear a gentleman 
of the aorta before it has produced a tu* remark this morning, in examining the 
mour, or strong pulsation in some one part, patient whom you have juat seen, that 
There is a French writer (Dr. Berlin) who he thought the tumour in the present in- 
says it may be discovered by applying the stance was less than at the woman’s ad- 
BtethoMCope over the sternum. He says, mission. She has lost forty ounces of blood 
that even when it has not given rise to any since last Tuesday, been living low ever 
tumour or pulsation that may be felt, you since, and that easily accounts for it. It 
msy hear a pulsation under the sternum, must be mere conjecture how long this poor 
and that be has three times thus discovered woman may live; it may be a few weeks, 
the disease before it had produced any tu- Of course if site was to take violeat exer- 
mour, or any external pulsation at all. Whe- else, the night soon die suddenly. If she 
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will consent to be kept quiet, and take low 
diet, she may live a considerable time— 
that is, considerable compared with tbe 
time she would live, if Bhe were to walk 
about. * 

Tbe other two patients admitted were 
men; one laboured under peritonitis, tbe 
other under acute rheumatism. 


rilACTlCAr. OBSKHVATIONS ON THS 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF 

DEAFNESS. 

No. IV. 

By John Fosbroxb, M.D. t Cheltenham. 

In cases of deafness, with obstruction of 
the Eustachian tube, tbe indistinctness of, 
sounds and noises iu tbe deaf eor are increas¬ 
ed apparently by the impulse of the air on 
the membrane of the tympanum being ren¬ 
dered more forcible from without, Ilian when 
that membrane is counterpoised by the free 
access of air from the mouth of the Eusta¬ 
chian tube to the cavity of the tympanum. 
But the continuance of this noise after the 
external auditory canal is plugged, shows 
that it is owing hut partially to ibis cause. 

Incapability of distending the membrane 
of the tympHunm by closing the mouth and 
nostrils, and expiring forcibly, is no certain 
proof of permanent obstruction of the Eub- 
tachiau lube, where that difficulty has oc¬ 
curred, and also where plugging of the mea¬ 
tus externushas rendered the patient com¬ 
pletely deaf, 1 have passed properly-curved 
probes with the greatest facility from the 
nostrils into the cavity of the tympanum. 
When the Eustachian tube is clear, the deaf 
certainly bear best through the mouth, per- 
hups because the cavern of tbe mouth and 
the nasal cavities cause the sounds to come 
louder from that direction. But, also, in- 
ability to hear through the mouth is not 
alwaya*a proof of permanent obstruction of 
tbe Eustachian tube, fur 1 passed the probes 
into the middle cavity of the ears of a gen¬ 
tleman, whose membrana tympani Sir A. 
Cooper had punctured, and who “ could not 
always heaT a watch when placed in his 
mouth.” A patient may be able to perflate 
the tympanum at one time, and not at ano¬ 
ther. Dry and fine weather is most favour¬ 
able fur it. 

Apparent obstruction of tbe Eustachian 
tube occursvery frequently iu those cases of 
deafness which are connected with that state 
of chronio disease which consists in con¬ 
tinued and vitiated discharges of muons 
Tram tbe mucous membrane of- tbe bowels, 


with irregular determinations of blood to 
different parts of the body, nnd disordered 
nervous action. In these oases it is probable 
that an over-secretion of mucus from recip¬ 
rocal diseased action-of the raucous mem¬ 
brane lining tbe tube of Eustacliius may 
often preclude (he approach of sounds to 
the internal ear by that avenue. 1 do not 
think that tbe deafness in these cases is 
always caused by local obstruction, for there 
issBense of tumult iu the head, a con¬ 
fused and muddled state of mind, and con¬ 
comitant noise in the ears. 1 published the 
following remarks five years ago on this sub¬ 
ject:—“ But in different individuals the 
hearing iu this disease (tbe morbuB mueo- 
sus) is powerfully acute, whilst in tbe ad¬ 
vanced stages some are almost deaf. The 
deafness is not always caused, as one would 
at first auppose, by obstruction in conse- 
I quence of mucus being accumulated in the 
Eustachian tubes, or of occlusion of their 
pharyngeal apertures, for they have been 
pervious to inflation, when, in the more ad¬ 
vanced stages of the disease, the acoustic 
sense was greatly impaired. According to 
observation, both Bight and hearing shall be 
p re ter naturally acute, or preternaturally dull 
in this disease, at different periods of its ad¬ 
vancement. When the eyea nre morbidly 
susceptible, and norae aud tumult in the 
head are complained of, tbe bearing at such 
times is more dull and confused. It must 
be remembered that in diseases which in¬ 
volve the whole constitution, as well as par¬ 
ticular parts, of the human fabric, tbe ears, 
as possessing an eminent degree of organic 
sensibility, take a promineut place as to 
original susceptibility.” # 

It is a curious circumstance, that in these 
mucous cases, those nerves nre chiefly, in¬ 
deed primarily, affected, which ariae from 
and about the tuber annulare, viz., tbe fifth 
pair, which supplies the appendages of the 
eyes, nose, teeth, and ports about the face, 
nnd the eighth and ninth (portio mollis and 
dura), the nerves of the parts of hearing and 
expression. 

In 182a, Mr. M., a general practitioner, 
came to Dr. Jenner ou his own account, 
having the mucous disease with deafness. 
Tbe deafness could not be traced to obstruc¬ 
tion of the Eustachian tube, or of the meatus 
auditorius, by inference from symptoms or 
the usual tests. He had a painful nnd per¬ 
manent headacb, greBt dejection of mind, 
torpor ofhabit, and every symptom incident 
to those who pas* vitiated raucua from tbe 
bowels. His mind had been undeT the in¬ 
fluence of the depressing passions some 
years. X attribute his deafness to tbe dimi¬ 
nution of energy which the sense of hearing, 
bb well bb tbe brain and uervoua system, bud 


* Pathology of the Kidney*, p. 107. 1825. 
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undergone in conieqoence. August,- 1832, 
i took lliese notes just as they stand, two 
years before 1 paid any particular attention 
to the subject of deafness. In June, 183b, 
Mr. M. called on me at Cheltenham; his 
hearing; and constitution had improved, but 
the susurrus aurium continued. 

There appears to be a morbid condition of 
the Eustachian tube of the same nature, 
which is purelyh>cal. In such cases 1 have 
found tlir Eustachian tube sometimes closed, 
sometimes opeu, sometimes extremely irri¬ 
table when touched with a probe, at others 
possessing little sensibility. The more irri¬ 
table the membrane may be, so much the 
greater is the sense of cold and torpor of 
hearing. In such cases the membrane is 
lax and thickened, and clammy with an 
albuminous mucus, as far as 1 can judge 
from the introduction of the probe, and from 
observing this condition of the soft palate at 
the same time. Dr. Parry describes a spe - 
cies of deafnesa which he thinks cannot be 
imputed to torpor of the nervous system, 
the hearing being at one time dull, at another 
too acute. • This species is connected with 
a morbid condition of the Eustachian tube. 

“ There is a common species of deafness,'' 
says he, "of which Dr. Jumes ISims has 
spoken, if not first, at least best, in uu excel¬ 
lent memoir read before the Medical Society 
of Edinburgh. Like many oilier disorders 
of circulation, it is usually called nervous. 

1 1 , however, seems evidently to arise from 
obstruction of the Eustachian tube. Accord¬ 
ingly, whan it is simply of this kind, the pa¬ 
tient can hear.well, when the tube is dig- 
tended by strong blowing, with the nose, 
month, and cheeks closely shut. He cau 
usually also, stall times, hear acute sounds, 
but not the more grove ones. In this case, 
there is so far from being any real paralysis 
of the nerves that acute or very low sounds 
are even painful, and what demonstruies ; 
that this is a disease of increased vascular 
fulness, or impetus, t and not of nervous 
sensibility, is, that l have kuown it first 
removed ou the occurrence, in the respective 


* After hysteria, plirenitis, and some otlipr din- 
ease*, the bearing ia often too acute ■, the nerve is 
sometimes morbidly sensible after apoplectic affec¬ 
tions «!.;<•!. npprari lo denote too tpreat lulnesa of 
the \t s*i U ..r the In nd A case of morbid irritability 
of the auditory nerve folluwii'u an apoplectic seizure, 
ia related in the London Medical and Physical 
Journal, obout ISS2. The late Ilr. Jenner was 
similarly affected after his first apoplectic seizure, 
and incapable of bearing any “clicking,” or sharp 
rounds without fliisbimr of face, determination to 
the bead, and great pain, for he sometimes put both 
bis hands up to his head and rushed outoftnemoin. 
It ceased a few days before bis death, which arose 
from a second apoplectic seizure; whilst sitting in 
bis chair and shaving. 

+ Here, and in the remainder of the sentence, Dt. 
P. introduces bis favourite dortrinn, but I urn not 
convinced that the {acts cannot be as well explained 
in another way. ' 


examples, of hepatitis and hemiplegia, and 
return as those complaints were diminished 
[These facts agree with a case of deafness 
disappearing on the occurrence of a thoracic 
affection, which I have already related, and 
are instances of John Hunter's doctrine, that 
“ two actions," &e>— K.j—" secondly, en¬ 
tirely cease in two instances, forty-eight 
hours before death ; and thirdly, completely 
cured for more than a year of the remainder 
of life by an accidental hemorrhage from the 
humeral artery. This species of deafness is 
very commonly produced by oclds ia the 
head, in which it is evidently owing lo a 
communication of disorder from the mouth 
and tme along the membrune, which is con¬ 
tinued into the Eustachian tube. It is pro¬ 
bable, however, that, on many occasions of 
deafness, the nut lady is hot confined to this 
part ; but itis worthy of inquiry, whether, 
in such cases, the effect does not originate 
in a similar excessive impulse of blood acting 
on some other essential part of the organ of 
hearing.** 

Diminution of nervous influence, and loss 
of animal heat, are observed, in cases of 
DRAFNKSS WITHOUT IHSCUAKOB, in the tis¬ 
sues which line the Eustuchiau tubes, as 
well as ia those of the external auditory 
passage. At the same time, the Eustuchiau 
tube may be excessively irritable to the touch, 
and more irritable on one side ibnu tho 
other. Obstruction of the Eustachian tube 
rarely occurs unconnected with other causes 
of deafness. M. Lallemaild describes otor- 
rha» of the Eustachian tube as the most 
rare and insidious variety of inflamma¬ 
tion of the ear with discharges. Dull 
pain in the aural region, fixed or shifting, 
constant or intermitting, tinnitus annum , 
in a buzxing or cascade-like form; hardness 
of hearing, increased to complete deafness, 
succeeded by sudden recovery, the two last 
phenomena being ascribed to the accumu¬ 
lation and discharge of matter from the 
tympanum; s bitter tuste, foetid breath, nau¬ 
sea, vomiting, expectoration, .or violent 
coughing up of foetid matter; distaste of 
food, loss of appetite, emaciation and de¬ 
spondency, caries of the bones, tsrebral 
affection, and death, mark the progress of 
the affection. The disease is generally as¬ 
cribed to the st6m8ch and lungs, and treated 
accordingly without eflect. 

The ceruminous glands in deafness are 
generally torpid, or cease entirely to secrete, 
and, sometimes, instead of healthy wax, 
produce a thin fluid. The suspeusien of 
their secretion is said to causa deafness. 
I have known audition become gradually im¬ 
paired at the same time that the wax be¬ 
came very hard, nodulated, and small ia 
quantity, whilst there was, at the same 
thne^ome chronic soreness of throat, sad 
pain in the course of the Eustachian tube. 
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In many owes I have seen these gktida much 
irritated by any mechanical stimulus; hence 
Professor Macartney conceives it best to 
let them alone when diseased. -It is sup¬ 
posed that the secretion of these glands is 
intended to prevent the intrusion and poi¬ 
son of insects. I do not believe the asser¬ 
tion, for numbers of persons whom I have 
known having dry porches experienced no 
such accidents. It is more probable that 
the moisture has something to do with the 
conduct of sound; in function, as well in 
health as in disease, they appear to act in 
concert with the other parts of the organ. 

Destruction of the membrane of the tym¬ 
panum causes different degrees of deafness, 
which are incurable. Cold air and moisture 
obtaining, in consequence, ready admission 
into the delicate interior structure of the 
ear, render the individual more obnoxious 
to catarrhs. The preservation of the inter¬ 
nal ear from the effects of cold is a most 
importunt use of this intercepting mem¬ 
brane. Deafness, when owing to this in¬ 
jury, may exist without noise in the head, 
except during the catarrh. Mr. Cruik- 
shnnks observes, that when the merobraue 
is perforated the hearing is irrecoverably 
lost, for the nir, getting through the breach, 
so affects the delicate periosteum and mus¬ 
cles of the bones and the pulpy sues, that 
the parts are rendered unfit to perform their 
functions, though in the same pnge he ad¬ 
mits that the membrane has been destroyed, 
and that the small bones have come awoy 
without destroying the seuse. 1 have seen 
three cases in which it was destroyed by 
externa! violence or disease : all these par¬ 
ties were deaf. A girl of the name of Drum, 
wt. tM, became denf at the ago of four years, 
in consequence of violent cold and sore throat. 
The catarrh was attended with a discharge 
from one of the ears, winch—she could not 
say. She hud always noise in the ears when 
labouring under a”cold. The membrane of 
the tympanum had an old ulcerated open¬ 
ing, through which, when affected with 
catarrh, she inspired, but not at other times. 
On the right side the Eustachian tube was 
pernfcnble, and the m. t. uninjured. Both 
ears secreted healthy eenim. Cold injec¬ 
tions caused violent heat and noise in the 
ears. Alteratives, counter-irritants, stimu¬ 
lants of ammonia and volatile oil, in abort 
every means failed to benefit her hearing. 
A boy was brought to me from Pres burgh, 
near Cheltenham, who had produced his 
deafness by partial destruction of the m. t. 
by introducing substances into the external: 
porch, and exciting inflammation and ulcer- 
at ion. i 

Patients frequently observe that the ex¬ 
ternal auditory tube becomes contracted in 
deafness. It seems, certainly to undergo! 
some change of form, to wind in a more 


narrow and angular course toward# the m. t. 
These changes may increase the reflection 
of sound from angle to angle, and concen¬ 
trate the impressions into a narrower focus at 
the drum. Ambrose Pare has a poetical 
theory of the passage of Bound os affected 
by collision. “ Such a collision is spread 
over the air as the water, which, by the 
gliding touch of a stone, produces many 
circles and rings, one as it were rising from 
another. So as iu rivulets running in u 
narrow channel, the water stricken, and, as 
it were, beaten back in its oourse against 
broken, craggy, and Bleep rocks, whirls 
about into many turnings, the collision of 
the beaten air flies back divers ways from 
; acute and hollow roofed plates.” 


NEW MINERAL RESIN. 

The last Number of Brewster 1 s Edin¬ 
burgh Journal, contains an interesting no¬ 
tice by Mr. J. E. \V. Johnstone, of Porto- 
bello, of a substance which be describes as 
a new mineral resin, and which occurs 
amongst the refuse of an old lead mine in 
Northumberland. The author describes tlio 
mineral in the following terms 

“ Colour. —Externally, red of various 
shades, black, aud sometimes pale yellow, 
approaching to the colour of amber. Inter¬ 
nally, red, or brownish-red, except in the 
yellow varieties, and by transmitted light of 
a hrillinnt deep-red colour. It yields to the 
knife, but is hard, brittle, an&'Jias a bright 
glassy small conchoidal fracture. The frag¬ 
ments ore transparent, and the fractured 
surfaces exhibit a pale greenish tinge (an 
opalescence), which becomes more decided 
after the lapse of a few weeks; the trans¬ 
parency at the Bame time diminishing in a 
alight degree. The specific gravity varies 
from 1.16 to I ..to in the dark-red varieties. 
In the flame of a candle it burns with consi¬ 
derable smoke, and an aromatic, slightly 
empyreumatic, odour, leaving a small coaly 
residuum. On the snnd butli, in a closu 
tube, it gives off a small quantity of a trans¬ 
parent, colourless, and highly volatile naph¬ 
tha, having a peculiar odour, resembling 
that of some kinds of strong cheese. Heated 
to 400°, it does not melt, but assumes a 
bright black colour, though, when broken 
into fragments, it still transmits a rich red 
light. Over a spirit-lamp it fuses, gives off a 
colourless naphtha, a red empyreumatic oil, 
aud leaves much charcoal, it is iasoluble 
in water, aud is very slightly acted on by 
alcohol or ether, by hot concentrated nitric 
acid, it is slowly, but entirely dissolved. 
When rubbed, it exhibits strong negative 
plectricity. Dr. Brewster informs me, that, 
like umber, it has no no crystalline stxuc- 



780 


THE RUSSIAN CHOLERA. 


ture. This substance occurs along with j parts of the city, were instructed instantly 
brow n spar (cnrbonaie of iron), and carbon- to report the name and residence of the in- 
ateof lime, either in the form of little drops dividual* seized with it. to the police officers 
on the surface of the brown spar, where of the different quarters of the town, who, ou 
cavities occur in the vein, or in the midst of! their part, had orders to send the physiciau 


the massive brown spar, as if it formed pari 
of the solid stone. In one specimen it rests 
upon carbonate of lime, containing crystals 
of Galena, »ud is covered with a mass of 
brown spar.” 

On the probable origin of this substance, 
Mr. Johnston offers some plausible specula¬ 
tion* favourable to the Huttouinn or pyrog- 


in waiting at tho office, or if absent to tind 
one. At first it was whispered that the 
doctors and the council were making a 
greater noiso about the cholera than the 
case demanded ; but a few days showed 
that it was not by any means a needless 
alarm that had been sounded. In two or 
three days Recount* poured in upou us from 


nnstic theory concerning the formation of all quarters, from which it appeared that tb« 
primary stratn. He then observes: j disease was of a much more malignant nnd 

“The only mineral resin resembling the j alarming nature than Ike cholera m 13*3, 


present,, of which I have seen any descrip¬ 
tion, is the mineral copal, or lligbgntp, resin, 
found at Ilighgate in blue clay. The latter, 
however, melted by beat into a limpid fluid, 
a character which'shows it to differ very 
much from that above-described. 

“ The vegetable origin of arnbor seems 
now established beyond dispute. The col¬ 
lection of embalmed insects belonging to the 
University of Upsala, or the equally splendid 
private collection exhibited by Dr. Berendt, 
of Dantzick, at the late meeting in Ham¬ 
burgh, appearing sufficient of th«mselveg to 
convince ,the most sceptical. Yet it is not 
surprising that the occurrence of resinous 
substances like the foregoing, whose origin 
is incontrovertibly mineral, should be suf¬ 
ficient to lend plausibility to the opinion, 
that amber is of mineral origin also.” 

We believe the generic term of bitumen 
would be more appropriate to this substance 
than that of resin, inasmuch as one essential 
character of the laltpr class of compounds, 
viz. tolubilily in alcohol, is here absent. 


hreadepl ravages or the cholera 

MOItnuS IN A STRATA AN, 

Though the cholera bail made its appear- 
ante nt the mouth of the Volga about six 
weeks ago, it was not till Friday the .‘imh 
July, that its being actually in the city was 
ascertained, bio sooner was this made 
known to the public authorities, than a 
council was summoned to make the neces¬ 
sary arrangements for giving ail possible 
medical aid, and directions to such as might 
be seized with it. Papers were instantly 
printed and circulated, with a statement of 
the precautions to be taken for avoiding the 
distemper, and u sketch of the means of cure 
to be employed iu the first instance, till 
medical assistance could he procured, with 
a list of the names and places of residence 
of all the physicians in town : and that no 
delay might be occasioned among the poor 
who had not servants at command, the senti¬ 
nels, who are stationed night and day in all 


Some were cut off almost instantaneously ; 
many in the conwc of two hours ; and with 
the exception 6f such as bad been instantly 
bled, it was said that moat of those who had 
been seized with it expired. Ou Wednesday 
Aug. 4, being the sixth day of the cholera, 
it made its appearance in the Mission Mouse, 
in the case of our friend Mr. Becker; on 
calling, 1 found him in grent agony, often 
convulsed in a most extraordimuy manner; 
lie was seized about four o'clock, and in a 
few minutes past ten lie expired. The n«xt 
of our friends who fell a victim to the cho¬ 
lera, was Mrs. I.-. She was seized 

about nine o'clock ou Saturday evening, and 
died iu about twenty-four hours. Her bus- 
band, Mr. L- - ■ (Serepta commissioner), 
died in the course of three or four days after, 
on his WBy to Serepta Colony, to which he 
was conducting his three motherless chil¬ 
dren ; bis death took pluce on the side of the 
public Toad, three stages irora Astrachau. 
On Monday morning Mr. J. 5., who is now 
recovered, was reported to us as having been 
seized. 1 inBiantly called down, and was 
happy to find that having been bled with 
success, and taken other precautions, his 
situation was not peculiarly ulanuiug. About 
mid-day the governor’s son was seized with 
it, and expired before the close of day. The 
death of the governor’s son on Monday was 
followed by that of the governor himself of 
the same disease on Saturday. 

Having thus giveu you a sketch of the pio- 
gress of the cholera in the circle of our Kn- 
glish nnd German friends, &u\, in their indi¬ 
vidual or family capacities, permit me to 
bring the scene before you as a whole, 
which the progress of the cholera pre¬ 
sented to our view. In general, business of 
every kind was at a stand ; the bank sus¬ 
pended its operations; in the bazaar not a 
whisper was to be heard, and scarcely a 
face to be seen ; even the cabacks (tippling 
bouses) were abaudoned, and a general 
gloom was spread over tire countenances of 
the few solitary individuals that were to be 
seen walking through the streets. This 
gloom was heightened by their attitude— 
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moving pensively along with handkerchiefs 
at their noses, perfumed with or containing 
camphor, to counteract the infection with 
which, it was supposed by medical gentle¬ 
men, the air was in a manner saturated. 
According to the best accounts, when the 
disease was at its height, the number of 
funerals on one particular day was 500, and 
on another day 480. More than a thousand 
were buried about that time in a large sand¬ 
pit fur want of graves, which could not be 
got dug so fast ns required, nor at a rate 
that the poor could afford to pay for them, 
twenty-five rubles being demanded for each. 
Such a time we have never seen, nor do I 
suppose that such a time was ever before 
seen in Astrachnu. On the roads leading to 
the burial-grounds which are out of the city 
scarcely any-thiug was to be seen from 
morning to night but funeral processions. 
During its progress more than sixty officers, 
from the governor of the city, the com¬ 
mander of the fleet, &c. downwards, fell 
victims to it, and the number of the deud of 
all descriptions in the city alone (the resi¬ 
dent population of which is not more than 
40,000), is calculated at about'dOOO indivi¬ 
duals, besides 1000, or, according to some, 
nearly 2000 of those from the interior of 
Jtussia, that were passing the summer here, 
and lied to the towns and villages up the 
Volga, in the hopes of escaping it. Of these, 
above forty were found lying on the road 
side unburied on the first three stages, till 
notice was given of the circumstance to the 
commanding officer of the district. But the 
greater part of tho fugitives who fell victims 
to it. met their fate on the Volga. Nearly 
10,(KM), it is said, left the city in great con¬ 
fusion, and being ill-provided with food and 
other necessaries, were reduced to such in¬ 
describable hardships on their passage up 
the river, that Calmucks, on its banks, 
would have no intercourse with them. It is 
said that one or more of the crews of these 
boats perished entirely from the cholera, 
snd having none left to man them, were at 
last carried down the stream with the resi¬ 
due <4 the dead on board, and that in other 
cases the ravages were dreadful. From the 
above statements it would seem that u sixth 
or seveuth part of the population of Aatra- 
clmu, chiefly adults, have been cut of by the 
cholera; aud it is supposed that the one 
half of the adults have been more or less 
affected by it. Some children that were 
seized with it died; hut the proportion of 
these in comparison of udults was small. 

Mr. J. S-a youngest child died of it, 

after having been abandoned by its nurse. 
The cholera is now as far up the Volga as 
Suratoff, and as far west as Kieb.— Abridged 
from the Scot , Mis. and Phil, Register. 


% 

ON THE ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL PRACTI¬ 
TIONERS AT NEWCASTLE, AND THE ESTA¬ 
BLISHMENT OF SCALES OF MEDICAL FEES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —When I iuvoked the nssistanco cf 
your pen ia support of the objects of the 
Association of General Practitioners estab¬ 
lished in this place, you will readily believe 
that I anticipated not your opposition instead 
of your support; that I little expected you 
to designate the principle of our proceedings 
unsound, and to impute to ub the very es¬ 
sence of monopoly. I have to thank you, 
however, for the readiness with which you 
have given a place in your Journal to the 
communication I sent you; and though I 
hope, with some confidence, that on the 
profession generally it will make a very dif¬ 
ferent impression from that expressed by 
yourself, yet knowing as 1 do the influence 
of your opinions on many of its members, 
I feel myself called upon to endeavour, 
either to alter your view of the subject by 
farther explanation, or to neutralise the 
effect it is calculated to produce in prevent¬ 
ing the adopliou of the course recommended 
by other practitioners throughout the king¬ 
dom. It does appear to me strange to ac¬ 
cuse the Association of mouopoly, when, by 
one of its fundamental laws, every legal 
practitioner is not only admissible, but is 
actually invited to become a member; and 
surely *you would not recommend us to in¬ 
vite the St. John Longs of the neighbour¬ 
hood to join our fraternity. Where then is 
the monopoly ! It ia as extended as the 
numbers of practitioners at least (and they 
are certainly not a few), and I am at a loss 
to know how its basis cau be more extensive 
or more liberul; it is neither our wish to 
limit the existing number of practitioners 
nor to prevent their increase. On the score 
of monopoly then I am uble to see no want 
of soundness in the principle. But you say, 
“ It is further uusouud, in its being on en¬ 
deavour to estimate the vulue of menial 
acquirement and skill by the gross inefficient 
test of a metallic standard." Base, indeed, 
would be the attempt (materialist os 1 mny 
he) to bring the intellectual exertions of a 
high aud noble mind into comparison with 
the glittering dross which is too frequently 
the effective stimulus to human efforts, aud 
which has unfortunately become the medium 
of compensation for all human services. It 
is indeed a subject of deep regret that it 
should be so; and of yet deeper regret that 
medical practitioners, however exalted may 
be their principles of action—however gene¬ 
rous aud philanthropic, nnd disinterested 
their desire to save life and to relieve suf¬ 
fering—that those humane aud enlightened 
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men should yet need food and raiment, and 
wherewithal to be lodged ; that those things 
are only to be obtained by means of gold, 
and that their only means of obtaining the 
latter necessary ingredient in their inter¬ 
course with the world, is by receiving it in 
exchange for their professional services. If 
all this be true (as I fear it is, howsoever 
■its truth may be deplored), where is the 
unsoundness of the principle, 1 would ask, 
which proposes to receive this golden com¬ 
pensation in direct exchange for the mental 
skill supplied, instead of uuder the false 
pretence of a physical equivalent! You 
speak of the lawyer’s fees as not being fixed 
by any regulations ; but still they receive 
fees (and pretty large ones too, sb I believe 
is not unknown to yourself), and as the 
direct reward for their mental labour*. As 
to the greater or smaller sura which any 
practitioner, whether a member or not of 
the Association, might choose to charge for 
his services, this must be regulated by his 
own ideas, by those of his patients, by their 
power of rewarding him, and by his repu¬ 
tation ; it is neither our wish to limit nor 
to enhance the amount of compensation, 
but to place it on its proper ground, Hint it 
may be a professional aud not a trading 
compensation. As to your remarks about 
young practitioners being deprived of the 
opportunity of making their way amongst 
the poorer classes of society, 1 confess 1 
cannot see their pertineucy. The scope 
given to our table provides umply for such 
cases, and in the preamble care was taken 
to protect them from suffering loss by any 
such compromise of their interests. 1 have 
endeavoured to compress these remarks into 
the smallest possible compass, because they 
will thus more conveniently claim the at¬ 
tention of practitioners; 1 trust they may 
also induce you tr> reconsider the case, ami 
that your view of it may alter. I believe 
you to be the sincere friend of the Ueneral 
Practitioner, and that you will have candour 
enough to confess that your remarks in The 
Lancu:t of last week were hasty and ill- 
considered, should they hereafter (as 1 can¬ 
not but believe they will) appear to you in 
that light. I shall watch for your further 
sentiments on the subject, and will prepare 
myself to reply to them should they be ini¬ 
mical to the views of our Association. In 
conclusion, 1 invite opinions from other 
quartets, which 1 will not doubt your rea¬ 
diness to insert in your Journal; and that, 
the true spirit of the Association may be 
iully understood, 1 would Boggest to yon 
the propriety of your publishing the code 
of laws for its regulation with which I fur¬ 
nished yon. I remain. Sir, your very obe- j 
dient servant. 


„ T. M. Grebnhow. 

Newcastle, Jan. 23,1831. 


The foregoing letter, though dated Jan. 23, 
did not reach us until a few days back. We 
embrace the first opportunity of giving it in¬ 
sertion. Mr. GnEENHQW does us no more 
than justice, in believing that our remarks 
ware not dictated by a spirit of hostility to¬ 
wards* the interests of the surgeon in gene* 
ral practice whose cause we have advocated, 
and not we hope unsuccessfully, from the 
first moment that The Lancet appeared 
before the public. 

With regard to the policy, and even the 
practicability, of the “ Regulations” pro¬ 
posed by the Newcastle and Gateshead 
Association, our opinions remain un¬ 
changed, and Mr. GaRENiiow, without 
being aware of the nature and extent of 
his own convictions, formed by circum¬ 
stances in medical practice over which he 
neither has had, nor ever can hare any 
control, concurs with us most fully in all 
that we have advanced on the subject, when 
ho says, that “ as to the greater or smaller 
sum which any practitioner, whether a 
member or not of the Association, might 
choose to charge for his services, this must 
be regulated by his own ideas, by those of 
his patients, by their power of rewarding 
them, aud by his reputation.” 

Now, as it is not in the power of the As¬ 
sociation to regulate the ideas of the prae- 
titioner, the reputation of the practitioner, 
or the pecuniary capabilities of the patient, 
how can definitive “ regulations” for spe¬ 
cific charges be rendered available in a 
profession like ours ! 

In conclusion, we may observe thnt our 
pages shall be open for the full discussion 
of this question. 


MEDICAL ATTENDANCE ON PARISII PAUPERS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet, 
Sir,—O bserving in The Lancet, No. 
388, a letter from Mr. J. Hoare on the above 
subject, and having bad soma little expe¬ 
rience in this matter, I beg leave to offer him, 
through the medium of the same useful and 
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excellent periodical, what little information 
I may hare upon the subject of his claim, to 
which I will conhne myself as closely as 
possible, the subject, generally, of medical 
attendance on parish paupers being too volu¬ 
minous for one communication. Indeed, it 
ought to be dealt with under different and 
distinct beads, as there, is great room for 
amendment, and medical men have grievous 
causes of complaint, although 1 am willing 
to allow that in many instances they bring 
them upon themselves. 

I should presume that Mr. J. Hoare was 
not the medical attendant ou the poor of the 
parish in which his patient lived. Did 
she apply to tho officers of the parish in 
which she resided for medical assistance, 
or receive relief from them in any way 
whatever 1 } If not, 1 conceive the amount 
of his bill becomes a private debt between 
the medical man and bis patient, us a per¬ 
son cannot be considered a pauper uutil 
applying for parochial relief. The proper 
course would have been for the patient to 
have applied fur relief to the officers of the 
parisli in which she resided, which they 
are bound te give if required; they wouid 
then (she having become chargeable to them), 
for tbetr own protection, swear her to her 
parish, and if she were unfit for removal, the 
order would be suspended until she became 
well. The patient having recovered, and 
the order being renewed, the medical man 
is paid his just demand by the parish to 
which sho legally belongs. Poor people 
who reside out of their parishes seldom like 
to apply to the officers for medical relief 
only because they know that they will be 
sworn to their parishes, and, as soon as 
they are. able, removed home, to which, 
generally speaking, they have an insur¬ 
mountable objection. The consequence is 
that the medical man is called upon to 
attend (and from motives of humanity he 
cannot refuse), without the remotest chauce 
of remuneration. Mad Mr. Hoare's patient 
applied to the officers of the parish iu which 
she resided, and had they neglected to 
afford Iqp relief, then 1 conceive he could 
have recovered every shilling for his attend¬ 
ance, &c., from the time of her application 
to them. J recollect a case of this descrip¬ 
tion occurring a few years ago to Thomas 
Osbaldeston, Esq., sen., a highly-respect¬ 
able and talented practitioner in the town of 
Hat field, Herts; and 1 make no doubt should 
this meet his eye, be will not bu&itate a mo¬ 
ment to afford the particulars ; it was tried 
about seven or eight years since at Hertford, 
and the medical man succeeded. The case 
was “ Osbaldeston v. The Parish of St. 
Peter's, St. Alban's, Herts.** Except at the 
particular request of the patient to the con¬ 
trary, the parish officers usually send their 
owu contracting medical pauper attendant, 


who, it is well known, frequently contracts 
at a very low salary, calculating upon deriv¬ 
ing some considerable pecuniary advantage 
from suspended orders: it is a system of 
robbery and prostitution of principle, to 
which, I am sorry to say, a certain class of 
medical men too often lend themselves. 

As the season is now fast approaching 
when parishes will be called upon to appoint 
medical attendants ou the poor, it will be a 
source of pride and satisfaction to me to 
take an early opportunity of exposing, as 
much as in me lies, the present unjust and 
odious system, and the grasp-all and exclu¬ 
sive conduct of the unprincipled part of the 
medical profession themselves. 

1 remain, Sir, your obedient servant. 

W.S. Bow UN, M.K.C.S. 

Islewortli, February, 1831. 


'PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A LONDON 
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 

To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sib,— The advantages which medical sci¬ 
ence lias derived from your columns are only 
equalled by the desire which you possess to 
extend a knowledge of all its branches. I 
have for some time anxiously watched the 
proceedings of the various scientific bodies 
of this vast metropolis, and no one has pre¬ 
sented greater attractions than the Medico- 
Hofanicnl Society, so far as therapeutics are 
concarned ; but it appears to me that this 
Society has not, and does not, advance the 
practice of medicine, by enabling the prac¬ 
titioner to understand more fully, or to em¬ 
ploy more advuutageously, the various arti¬ 
cles enumerated in the catalogue of the Ma¬ 
teria Medica. Consequently,it is to be re¬ 
gretted thnt a more efficient society for pro¬ 
moting pharmaceutical science does not 
exist. I shall therefore, with your per¬ 
mission, propose that a “ London Pharma¬ 
ceutical Society” should be forthwith es¬ 
tablished, and the members of the medical 
profession iu this and other countries in¬ 
vited to become members. If, through the 
medium of your useful and widely circulated 
journal the sentiments of the profession 
could be ascertained, and a place of meet¬ 
ing fixed upon, much good might be doue; 
and if to this society a library of reference, 
a museum of specimens, and a class-room, 
could be added, ninny persons could come 
forward to unite their efforts iu behalf of 
such a useful undertaking. 

Should you consider such a society likely 
to advance pbnnnaceutisal science, I hope 
you will lend your valuable support in its 
behalf. I am, Mr. Editor, your great ad¬ 
mirer and constant reader, 

PilABMACOPOLUS. 

London, Feb. 1831. 
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DISLOCATIONS O? THE ttKILUNAft CAW* 
LAOtt Of THE EN EE* JOINT. 

To ike Editor of Tax Lancet. 

‘Sir, —Wilt you allow me to ask tlie pro¬ 
fession, through tlie medium of your widely - 
circulated and iuvaluable periodical, tlie fol¬ 
lowing questions ? l am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

Samvel Mitchell. 

Kingston, Feb. 1831. 

Whether they have met with dislocations 
of the semilunar cartilage or cartilages of 
the knee-joint 1 

How the accidents have been produced ? 

What are the peculiar symptoms ? 

What the best mode of reducing them? 

A ad wlmt the after treatment ? 

Whether they cau refer me to any mu¬ 
seum iu the metropolis containing prepara¬ 
tions of the above accident? (Simple dis¬ 
placement of the Bemilunar cartilage or cur¬ 
tilages.) 

Can they refer me to any author who has 
written ou the subject from uctual experi¬ 
ence '! 

In extensive inflammation, injury, or dis¬ 
ease of the knee-joint, where they expect 
the case will terminate in auchylosis, what 
is the most desirable position of the limb 
during treatment ? 

Where anchylosis of the knee-joint has 
taken place in the straight position, is it ad¬ 
visable by the continued or occasional ap¬ 
plication of mechanical force to disturb it 
for the purpose of re-establishing auchylosis 
with the limb iu a bent position? 


LETTER FROM DR. HANCOCK. 


To Ike Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —I have noticed in the last Number 
of The Lancet (Feb. ¥6th), your remarks 
on a paper of mine inserted in the Edin¬ 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal. I 
esteem the criticism of one who can impar¬ 
tially view his subject, and, at once, with¬ 
out prejudice, bestow both praise and cen¬ 
sure. 

The intention of that paper was, in part, 
to show the mistakes winch prevail in the 
colonies, in respect to the naturo and treat¬ 
ment of tual d'estomuc, and,in part, to show 
that the disease does not eeseutially differ 
from the common leucopblegmasia, or drop¬ 
sical habit of other countries. The paper 
may be worthless in respect to its execution; 
the subject, however, as u species of ca¬ 


chexia, cannot be altogether destitute of in* 
forest, either in the cohmie* or elsewhere. 
It should be considered, 1 presume, of more 
importance than the tedious discussions 
Lately put forth regarding the drscunculus or 
guinea*worm, a subject little dreaded, aud 
now rarely Wen. even in the West Indies 
or South America. Still more rarely shall wra 
meet with cases of >a boiled African legs,” 
noticed by you in Tun Lanclt of Saturday 
lost, a subject quite new to me, although an 
immersion of the soles of the feet in warm 
alkaline leys, and subsequent applications of 
poultices, art successfully resorted to for the 
removal of the crab-yaw, or tubboes, so 
called in Demerara. 

I must beg leave. Sir, to observe, I had 
confided the revision of many papers lu a 
person who pretended to great dexterity in 
literary pursuits, which was subsequently 
verified only in respect to the work of cut¬ 
ting, posting, and making a display, which, 
in his agreement, he termed correcting, ar¬ 
ranging, and revising fur the prexs. 1 
should state to you, that 1 had n large mass 
of MSS., consisting of memoranda, journals, 
and detached notes, which had accumulated 
during a residence and sojourn, of twenty- 
five years iu South America, written under 
all the different circumstances iu which tra¬ 
vellers find themselves occasionally placed, 

; whether in the plantation, hospital, or the 
open savannah ; in the thickets of the fo¬ 
rest, in the courial upon the rivers, or in the 
huts of the natives. 1 had vainly hoped to 
get rid of the trouble, of revising and reduc¬ 
ing them to order ; but I have found to my 
cost the truth of the old remark, that ha 
who would have work tolerably performed, 
roust do it himself. The said paper or 
cachexia, to the bad language of which you 
havoobjected, is one of those arranged by 
the literary professor in question, with the 
exception of the note, the only part you 
have extracted, and which note 1 hud sub¬ 
sequently added. I ahull trust to your can¬ 
dour and liberality to insert these remarks 
in your next Number, as containing some 
apology for the uncouth language about 
which you have with reason complained, hut 
tlie proof of which 1 had not the opportuni¬ 
ty of correcting, as in papers printed here. 

J herewith take the liberty of forwarding 
for your inspection, a small pamphlet on the 
“ Siruha, or Native Oil of Laurel ;** for the 
many defects of which I must myself be 
responsible, as no one else was concerned 
ill its revision. I am. Sir, with sentiments 
of the highest regard, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

I. Hancock, 

13, Nelson Street, Commercial Hoad, 

3rd March, 1831. 



SECOND NAVAL SURGEONS' MEETING. Hi 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, March IS, 1831. 

Mkmbehs of the Royal College of Sur¬ 
geons in Loudon! Read with care, and 
will) as much coolness as yon cun command, 
the report contained in the following pages. 
For ourselves we shall only state on this 
occasion, that the infamous authors of the 
diabolical outrage shall he speedily brought 
to justice. In the mean time, they must 
stand condemned at the bar of public 
opinion. 

Before giving the report, we deem it 
right to insert in this place, the names and 
addresses of the members of the council,— 
that council which caused the members to be 
attacked in tho llieaues of their own college, 
by a body of men armed with staves, and 
hired for the occasion from one of the 
public offices of police. These names ought 
to be us well known to the public as they 
are to tho profession. More we shall not 
say, as the course to be adopted with ra¬ 
pid to legal proceedings is not yet defini¬ 
tively settled. 

names o V TUP COtJNCTL. 


The proposal which‘wai made by the 
Editor in the last Number of this Journal, 
that the members of the College of Surgeons 
should meet in the theatre of the College on 
j Tuesday the 7th instant, an hour previous to 
the delivery of the lecture, was received by 
j the profession with the warmest approval; 
| and a more numerous, respectable, and sin* 
! cere body of gentlemen, prepared to support 
| their insulted brethren, never acted toge¬ 
ther in any institution. The proposal was 
made in the following terms 

“ It is the duty of the members to pro- 
jceed, and lint to allow their ardour to be 
checked. Their own theatre is still open to 
them, and as the Council have refused to 
: apply to the Lords of the Admiralty, the 
! members liavo now only to select a deputa - 
• lion from amongst themselves, in order to 
I accomplish the object of the resolution which 
I was adopted on the 14th ult. The “ lec* 

(tures" for the session have now commenced ; 
j they are delivered on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays; the doors leading to the 
' theatre arc opened at three o'clock, and the 
j lectures commence nt four.* Let those 
! members, therefore, who are of opinion that 
[the naval surgeons should not be deserted, 
[should not be left to their fate, should not 
| be suffered to be laughed at by underlings, 
; and sneered at by haughty lieutenants, at- 
| tend at the College at the opening of the 
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doors on Tuesday nest, when there will be 
sufficient time to agree to other resolutions, 
if deemed necessary, and to appoint a depu¬ 
tation of three, four, or five members to 
wait upon the Lord Chamberlain, who, we 
are informed by Sir James Giiaham, is the 
most proper person to be consulted on the 
subject. This is the only course now open 
to us j it is the only course which can be 
adopted with the least hope of procuring for 
naval surgeons a reinstatement to that posi¬ 
tion from which they have been so unjustly, 
so unthinkingly, and eo insultingly ex¬ 
pelled.”— Lancet, March b. 

Annoyed by this judicious announce¬ 
ment, an advertisement, of which the fol- 

* w Day? of lecture, Tueid.iy, Tht:r*»lay, an.f 
Saturday, ut lour. The doors willin' *i|«-n*ril at 
Uirct‘iiffccl fl/utlwuiKin insord bt; /Ac Cnuni il . 
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lowing is,a copy, was published by the 
Council of the College iu the morning pa¬ 
pers of Tuesday last, and a circular con¬ 
taining a similar “ intimation’' was sent 
to several members residing within the cir¬ 
cuit of the twopenny post. 

" Royal College of Surgeons. 

u An intimation having been given that 
it is proposed, by certain individuals, to ; 
make the theatre of this College a place for j 
publicly discussing a question relating to 
the surgeons of his Majesty’s navy, previous 
to the lecture on Tuesday, the 8th instant, 
the President and Council deem it proper, j 
in the discharge of their duty, strictly to for¬ 
bid any such attempt being made, and to 
apprise the members that the theatre is 
opened for the sole purpose of the lectures. 

" While the President Bnd Council earn¬ 
estly recommend to the members of the pro¬ 
fession at large to abstain from any public 
discussion of the subject in question, front 1 
regard to the interests of those whose cause, 
it is professed to serve, they at the same 
time give this notice of their determination 
henceforth to prevent discussions on any 
subject from taking place in the theatre of 
the College. 

w The doors will ho opened to-morrow, 
mid in futurp, at a quarter before four 
o’clock, and the lecture will commence at 
four. 

“ By order of the Council, 

“ Ejdmono Belfocr, Sec. 

" March 7.” 


entor until the spring of 1827, ond through 
which the students are even now obliged to 
pass, was entirely closed, and presented a 
similar notice. The members who first ar¬ 
rived of course immediately presented their 
tickets and demuuded entrance, but this the 
porter refused, saying he had orders to let 
“ no person ” iu until a quarter to four. 
Protests against this treatment were made 
in vain, the members continuing to increase 
in number every minute; and although it 
was then raiuing foal, accompanied by a 
wind which exposed the whole of the gen¬ 
tlemen assembled at the doors to the effects 
of the weather, admittance even to the hall 
was sternly denied, while a number of the 
Council aud their friends were eeeu looking 
and laughing at the windows above. 

This state of things lasted until about 
twenty minutes to four, when Mr. Wakley 
arrived, and passing through the crowd, the 
j porter at the door immediately drew back, 
but said, "You cannot go in, Sir;” Mr. W., 
however, proceeded without experiencing mo¬ 
lestation. A curious scene occurred on the 
| approach of Mr. Wakif.y and the members 
through the passages. The door of the hall 
! leading to the theatre laving been sudden- 
i ly and violently closed, there were heard 
iu the hall various exclamations, and the 
chairs and tables amidst the disorder seemed 
to be thrown about iu the utmost confusion. 


Scarcely, however, believing this docu¬ 
ment to be authentic, or ignorant of its ex¬ 
istence, a very considerable number of gen¬ 
tlemen attended at the doors of the College 
at the time originally appointed for admis¬ 
sion, whore evidence was immediately 
presented to the members, that the adver¬ 
tisement had really emanated from the 
office of Mr. Belfocr. One half of the 
front door was open, aud in the porch was 
placed the porter of the College in his 
official robe. The other half was closed, 
and upon it was posted a copy of the " in¬ 
timation." The hack door of the College, 
by which the members were compelled to 


Some of the members believed that the per¬ 
sons put to flight consisted’of individuals 
with whom it had been designed to pack the 
theatre. The hull door being tb.ts closed, 
ibe members remained in the passages until, 
by the College clock, thirteen minutes to 
four, when, the bolts and bars having been 
removed, the members were generously 
permitted to enter their own theatre, which 
iu six or seven minutes was crammed in 
every part, and a vast number of gentlemen 
were unable to obtain admission. 

When silence was obtained, Mr. Wakley 
was called for from every quarter of the 
tbeatie amidst acclamations, and immediate- 
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ly also eighteen or twenty individuals com- Blizard, Mr. Bhodie, Mr. Howshtp, Mr. 
inencod hissing with great vehemence. A Copeland, Mr. Brigos, and Mr. Earle. 
person who biased violently, on being dial- Mr. Keate acted aa preaident. There may 
lenged by Mr. Waklet, was compelled to have been others, but we do not recollect 
acknowledge that he was not a member, to have seen them. Tbe number of visitor* 
aud was desired to leave the place, when, was unusually small, and did not compre- 
amidst the sneers and execrations of the heud, so far as we could discover, a single 
members, he left his seat and went below individual of note or reputation. The ruling 
amongst the Council and visitors, where he powers were received on their entrance 
was instantly recognised by Mr. Mayo, with with very unequivocal marks of dissatis- 
whom he shook hands with all the familiarity faction, the hissings and complaints of in- 
of established friendship. Two others of suits having been almost general tbrough- 
the most prominent of the hissers acknow- out the theatre. Mr. Keate had no sooner 
ledged that they did not belong to the Col* taken his seat than he rose, and waiving his 
lege, and were obliged to decamp. It is band, seemed to request silence, but we 
Baid that they were clerks of the solicitor were unable to bear a single word that he 
to the Council. There were some noise and uttered. Mr. Waklby robe at the same 
confusion occasioned by the acclamations j time, holding the college circular in his 
which urose whenever some of these persons j huod, in order to ascertain whether that 
hissed : at the same time numberless were document had been issued by the authority 
the exclamations on the part of the members, | of the Council. Mr. Kino, Dr. Morbov, 
that as they had been kept waiting in the laud other gentlemen, also rose to address 
open street, the President and Council j the assembly, but no parson succeeded in 
should now be made to wait for them, j obtaining a hearing. There were, still, con- 
They complained in bitter terms of the j liuued cries that the Council bad offered a 
insults to which they bad been subjected, j gross iusult to the members, ami that the 
Mr. Waklkv, however, agreeably to his lecturer ought not to be allowed to proceed, 
notification in The Lancet, declared that it while others as forcibly contended that the 
was not his intention to interrupt the lecture should be heard, and that the 
“regular” business of the day, and tbut question of the naval surgeons should 
on the President’s entrance he should be considered afterwards. Mr. Guthrie, 
merely put a question to him relating to a from the motion of his lips, appeared to 
circular signed “ Edmund Belfour,” when ; say something, but his voice did not reach 
he should quietly resume his seat until after the upper part ot the theatre. In the midst 
the conclusion of the lecture. Notwith- of the confusion, Smith, the Bow Street 
standing*this announcement, the exclumn- officer, was sent up to Mr. Waklby, and 
turns “ Proceed to business,” “ Now is the this attempt to intimidate the members in 
time," “The Council have used us in- (he exercise of their just rights, caused the 
famously and they ought to be kept wait- utmost uproar. There was a general move- 
ing,” were frequently repeated. ment towards the centre of the College, 

Precisely at four o'clock, the President, where Mr. Waklby was seated, and the 
accompanied by mapy ‘members of the members crowded around, in order to pre- 
Council, and a pmt ( of Bow Street officers, 7e nt the approach of the officer. Mr. Wak- 
enterod the theatre. The only members of ley, however, requested that no obstruc- 
the Council whom wo recognised were, Lion might be offered, and that the officer 
Mr. Travers, Mr. 'Vincent, Mr. Gum- might be allowed to approach him, observ¬ 
ing Sir Astley Cooper, Sir William i»g, that there could be no doubt that both 

3 E t 
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of them knew thoir July, Smith, having 
reached Mr. Wakiry, soil! he had come 
to request that gentleman lo withdraw, a re¬ 
quest with which, however, Mr. W. refused 
in the most peremptory terms to comply. He 
said, “ Officer, take notice, I ain perfectly 
quiet; 1 am committing no net of violence, 
I am committing no breach of the peace. I 
am sitting here in the part performance of 
an important duty, and you know, a» well 
as 1, that you have no right to make an at¬ 
tempt to remove me from this theatre.” j 
Smith acknowledged the accuracy of this 
assertion, and returned to his worthy em¬ 
ployers, who were in high dudgeon; Le was 
urged again and again to go in the obnoxious 
quarter; but he said, “ Gentlemen, it is of 
no use, I have no right to interfere if there 
he not a breach of the peace, and Mr. Wak- 
i.ey knows perfectly well what he is about.' 1 
The solicitor, Wilde, seemed to be most 
anxious for the employment of the consta¬ 
bles’ staves. After this scene had conti¬ 
nued for about a quarter of an hour, the 
President and his precious colleagues, 
quitted the theatre amidst loud and general 
cheering. Mr. Waki.vy observed, it was 
to be regretted that they had not listened to 
the lecture on hernia, as rupture was cer¬ 
tainly a very appropriate subject to he con¬ 
sidered on such an occasion. This, for a 
time, restored the audience to good humour. 

Several gentlemen again endeavoured to 
obtain a hearing, but were unsuccessful. 
Mr. Kim;, Dr. Morson, Mr. Di.fiMon j 
and Mr. Sleioii, made vigorous efforts, hut 
failed to moke themselves audible from the 
noise which prevailed on one Bide or the 
other. The hisses, however, which is rather 
curious, always appeared to proceed from 
the same quarter. No matter whether it- : 
was the President speaking, the lecturer, or! 
any of the members, the hisses came from j 
one spot or from one knot of persons in the! 
upper range of the building, and not from! 
the members' department. In a short time j 
the lecturer returned, and handed the pre¬ 


paration# which he had left, to the servants 
and attendants, when he made his how and 
finally retired. 

The demands for the discussion on the 
naval question were now renewed more 
loudly than over, when Mr. Waki.by rose 
and remarked, that as it still wanted twenty 
minutes to Jive, they had better not proceed 
until the hour had expired. This sugges¬ 
tion obtained approval, and the assembly 
remained perfectly quiet, freo alike from 
agitations caused by cheers and hisses, until 
within a few minutes of live, when the calls 
were repeated with so much earnestness 
from every pait of the theatre, that, 

Mr. King rose and said, that as they 
were about to discuss a subject of the deepest 
importance to the profession, he would take 
the liberty of moving, that the oldest mem¬ 
ber then present should take the chair. 

Mr. ])y u.Mtrrr seconded the proposition, 
which having been put to the meeting was 
earned with oedamn .ion. 

Mr. St a Ntov was so.hi jointed out as 
the venerable and ropeetuble gt-uiluman in 
whom the mooring 1 would find an ul>l- pre¬ 
sident. That gentleman, however, n-.t from 
any lack of zeal in the cause, but from se¬ 
vere* ill health, w-.is obliged to uechu:: the 
intended honour. 

An elderly (Ji.mi.i.man on om* of the, 
iowtfr seats iuquiiv-d if there were no naval 
surgeons who would t ome forward, and if it 
wero well known that the. naval surgeons 
themselves complained of tin ir gnevauces? 

Mr.WA&i.gr slated, that ho had received 
innumerable communications on the sub¬ 
ject : the naval surgeons felt deeply in¬ 
sulted, but they did not dare to caiue for¬ 
ward in tbeir own behalf, aa by so doing 
they would sacrifice every hope of prefer¬ 
ment. The first agitators of the question 
would not be forgotten. A naval surgeon, 
who had been in the service nearly twenty 
years, had been with him that morning, and 
declared, that lie dared not take one open 
step in the matter, and that when a man 
entered the navy, such was the arbitrary and 
tyrannical nature of the service, that he 
could not hope for advancement unless he 
consented to relinquish every right and pri¬ 
vilege asau independent man. 
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In consequenoe of the indisposition of 
Mr. Stanton, 

Mr. King moved, that Mr. George 
Walker should tuke the Chair. 

This motion having been carried unani¬ 
mously, 

Mr. YYalxer rose and said, that as it 
was a question of such immense profes¬ 
sional importance, he thought it was tin* 
duty of every practitioner to lend his assist¬ 
ance, in order to relieve the persecuted 
naval surgeons from the disagreeable effects 
of the “ exclusive” regulation, and there 
fore lie would comply with the wishes of the 
meeting, and take the chuir. {Applause.) 

On turning round to go towards the 
President's seat, which is formed hy a 
couple of elbows fixed upon the front bench, 
Mr. Wax let remarked that Mr. Walker 
had better take his position at the summit 
of the members' seats, for that the Presi¬ 
dent’s “ chair " was only a " stool.” Mr. 
Walker then amidst considerable laughter 
proceeded to take his place at the upper 
part of the theatre, and it was fort unate for 
him that he. followed the advice which had 
been proffered, otherwise ho might have 
been tho first to have Buffered from the 
Blares of the President’s congenial friends, 
the Bow Street officers. 

Mr. Wax lev how rose and spoke to the 
following effectMr. Chairman, and mem¬ 
bers of the lloyal College of Surgeons, when 1 
this subject,—the exclusion of naval sur- 
geous from attending his Majesty’s levees, 
was brought before the attention of the Col¬ 
lege the other day lor the first time, it 
stood as a detached subject,—one which 
was entirely unconnected with our rights as 
members of this College. Unfortunately 
from very untoward circumstances, the ques¬ 
tion has now become involved with many 
others wbich seriously,—most seriously 
affect our rights ( Cheers ); and, Gentle¬ 
men, from the insults we have all just re¬ 
ceived from the Council of this College 
(hear, hear, hear), I fear we are not in a 
temper to discuss the question relating 
more immediately to ourselves, with that 
coolness and moderation which its impor¬ 
tance demands. 1 certainly feel those in¬ 
sults strongly, {hear, hear , and cries of a So 


flo we all"') and were it not that I might 
injure the cause of others, 1 would freely give 
vent to my feelings respecting this outrage. 
{Immense cheering;.) Gentlemen, when 
the President and Council of the College 
entered the theatre, l merely rose for the 
purpose of asking whether they would au¬ 
thenticate a letter [as it is called) which 
hears the signature of the secretary of this 
institution. After having put a question 
to them to that effect.it was my intention 
instantly to resume my seat, and to allow 
the lecture, as far as I was concerned, 
quietly to proceed, without any interruption 
whatever; thus much I intimated in The 
Lancet of lust week.* But the opportunity 
was not afforded, and as the Council have 
now retired, and with them tho lecturer, 
the benefit of whose talents we cannot en¬ 
joy to day, I think we had better pass only 
two resolutions—-the first of which I am 
about to move, expressive of our regret 
that the Council refused to set upon our 
“ resolution” of the 14th instant on the 
ground of ” irregularity,” and the other 
upon the subject of appointing a deputation 
to wait upon the Lord Chamberlain; and 
when we next meet the Council, we had bet¬ 
ter then address them upon the subject of 
their insulting conduct ( hear , hear, hear) ; 
for if we were to discuss that topic in their 
absence, they might lose much valuable in¬ 
formation—information regarding the feel¬ 
ings of the members, aud the laws by which 
the College ought to be governed, for they 
know as little of the luw under which they ex¬ 
ercise their authority, as does the table upon 
which that young mac is writing. ( (,'keers.) 
You saw a Bow Street officer advance to 
me. {Cries of “ two" “ three," ” four.") 
Well, three or four Bow Street officers; 
but the one who came first, in particular, 
knew his duty, lie would not put his 
hands upon me—if he had, lie knew what 
would have been my duty. 1 hope when 
we Bee the Council again, they will come 

• “ In rmiclusiun, we tak* leave to remind the 
members tluil they should he at the College hy 
three o’ cluck on Tuesday next, as the proceeding-* 
relating to naval surgeons ought to be commenced 
within ten minutes nr a quarter of an hour after the 
opening of tlw theatre, u» order that they may he 
concluded, if possible, before the period allotted for 
the commencement of the lecture. It should lie our 
earnest desire to avoid Any just ground of offence, 
aud it is highly important not to interfere with 
what the Council denominate the * regular busi¬ 
ness ’ of the day.’* 
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forward and make u manly and ample an ] same weight; however,® few dayi will ohow. 
apology for their conduct as the circura-While the President and tha Council ear- 
ataucea damaud. (Hear, hear, hear, and a ‘ neatly recommend to the members of the 
few hrnetfrom the Knot.) Gentlemen, it was' profession it large to abstain from any pub- 
not my intention to read this circular to you, j lie discussion of the subject in question,”— 
but aa there are some persons biasing (ires j deeply, no doubt, feeling for our interests, 
of" pupils ”—“ pupil* only"), i will read) and as deeply for our pockets — ( Hear, 
it, and you will say whether tminiad version j W)—“ from regard to the interest of those 
upon such a document calls for a hiss from! whose cause it ia professed to serve, they at 
any being bearing the form of man. It; the same lime give this notice of their de- 
is signed “Edmund Bel four, Secretary,” termination"— determination—(laughter) 
nud is one of the most extraordinary apeci* I wish 1 only knew the author of this coin- 
mens of composition ever met with. It cau- |»osition, I would employ him; 1 would 
not be the production of the Council, but give him a handsome salary— {continued 
must have been indited by Mr. Belfour's laughter) —“ henceforth to prevent din- 
cook. ( fjtvghtec *.) \ou ore aware that j cushion* on any subject from taking place 
the theatre was to have been opened atj* n the theatre of the College.' Now, Geu- 
three o’clock ; and I intimated that soon tlemeu, you are to come and see that uiotiu- 
after that hour, in the absence of o more j ment, (pointing lo the bust of Mr. Hunter), 
competent individual, 1 would bring forward j ftn( l get all the information from it that you 
a motion on the subject of the exclusion of j c an. ' Hear, hair .)-—Thot piece of marble is 
the naval Burgeons from the Kino's leveea, I torefiect the light of sconce into your minds, 

1 had not the least intention of interrupting and you are to go away and congratulate, 
the “regular” proceedings of the day. I yourselves for enjoying such an extraordi- 
knew too much of the. law to give our ene-; !,at y advantage. (Hour, hear.) Now, Uen- 
miea such an advantage. This in the circu- tlemen, 1 wish to know whether you think l 
lar. [Mr. Walley then read the document was not perfectly justified in asking the 
headed *' Royal College of Surgeons in Loo. President, whether this jumble had or had 
don," already iuserted, and made some cri- not issued from the Council >—?Hear,hear, 
tical remarks on it. which produced much and cries of 41 } 'ex, pi r.”»—And if I had 
laughter.] “ The President and Council been answered in Uu- affirmative, 1 should 
earnestly recommend to the members of have required a list of the nanu s which are 
the profession at large, to abstain from any attached to this order ; and further, f was 
pub.ic discussion of the subject in question!” about to demand that tboie names should 
"Why, .you see, Gentlemen, there is their be printed for the information of the mem- 
owu chronicler; he is the author of the pub- hers at large. (Chens.) I shall any no 
licity; (pointing to a short-hand writer, more now on this recent insult, neither ahull 
who was taking mites at the levtuicr’.ituHr.) 1 propone a vote of ceusurp on the conduct 
The Council have made it public, and the\ of the Council, lor I think that measure 
are about to celebrate this College by mah- ought to he carried in their presence, 
iug it the last monument of expiring profes- (Hear, hear, hear.) 
sional despotism. ( Chetts.) 1 recollect a A Msmbeu called out, It had infixed been 
certnin aged geutleman, one of the Council, passed to-day. 

who entertained a strong antipathy to Hats. I ‘Mr. Waki.kv— Really l think so ami if 
When this worthy saga entered the theatre the members «. ‘I attend here on a future 
one day, be saw a gentleman sitting with Ida day, I believe t! •• work of purification may 
hat on in the gallery; on observing it. he he judiciously l*!i *. > them ; hut at present 
got into a tremendous rag* 1 , arid sent the wo will coniine our attention io what has 
officer to remove the obnoxious object from transpired relative to our fellow-suHi-rera 
his view. Some one exclaimed, “Oil, sir, the —the navy surgeons; our companions in 
gentleman is a Quaker.” (Croat laughter ) ••ciencR and persecution. (Cheers.) When 
Now 1 think the cause of the ofiincr- in that We meet here again on Thursday next wo 
instance was as contemptible as the cause of shall have ample time to adopt measures iu 
tbo offence of which we arc the. uuwiliiugau- support of our owu rights. However, tiro 
thors, and the explanation will have juft the whole affuir rests for your judgment, and I 
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beg lwe to propoao tbii resolution for your favour of those officers by increasing their 
consideration; and I trust that some gentle- pay. J’ut now that we have > sailor King the 
man will be found to second it. Before sailor surgeons ore to be excluded from the 
putting the resolution, I ought to slate, that palace, and visited with the sneers and scoffs 
in 1805 surgeons in the navy were placed of their fellow-officers. I ask you whether 
on an equality of rank with captains in the it were just or reasonable or manly in us to 
army, and lieutenants in the navy. At that allow this stigma to tarnish the character of 
time we were at war, and this, 1 suppose, was these meritorious officers, without using 
held out as a bait to catch those meritorious every effort in our power to get it removed, 
gentlemen ; but having now little occasion ! {Hear, hear, and cries of Certainly not.) 
for the services of naval surgeons, these! ft or, Gentlemen, is this oil, for iu order to 
officers have been prohibited from appearing I increase the injury that has been done by 
in the presence of their King; and what is affixing this stain to naval surgeons, it is 
most extraordinary, in the presence of a n ow intended that the army surgpnnB shall 
Sailor- King. {Loudcheers.) Probably the vt»ry soon share the some fate. (Shame.) 
less we dwell on this point the more advun- Under these circumstances it is our duty to 
tttgeous will our proceedings prove to those I ttc t promptly, actively, and decisively. If 
whom we arc anxious to serve ; besides, we ; meetings in this college prove not sufficient, 
may not yet be in possession of all the facts; we must hold faceting* elsewhere (hear, 
connected with this extraordinary transuc- hear), and never rest satisfied until jus- 
tion; but 1 must say, tlmt the. insult offered • tic«? is fully established. (Loud cheers.) 1 
to these officers in this circular is a far; may remind you that the Council would not 
greater insult than wen that which has \ net on our former resolution, on the alleged 
been offered to them by the Lords of! ground of irregularity. I suppose they do 
the Admiralty, h not the language ex- not consider their own by-laws irregular, 
habited here an insult to uftvnl surgeons? 1 shall read you one of them. If they de- 
( Cries of Yes, yes.) Have they committed J r lined t > act on our resolution, they might 
uny fuuiU? f Cries of No.) Then how i have acted on their own by-law. I should 
dure any man, or any set of men, insinuate ■ tell you that these by-laws are of no avail 
that they have been guilty of any impro- j wliulever, unless they aligned by three of 
priety to deserve such an insult os tin's fiom j the judges, therefore you may judge of the 
the Council ? ( Hear, hear.) These officers; value of their by-law of yesterday. I'ndoubt- 
do not shrink from, but court, inquiry. H| P dly mat.v of the “ Orders’’ which have 
is the imperious duty of the member* of this' hem signed by the judges arc not legal, and 
College to demand that their conduct be l should they ever be considered by these 
. publicly discussed, so that the stigma at- J h-aintd persons while sitting in banco, they 
tempted to bo cast upon them slmll be as | w jn discover that they have signed their 
publicly removed. (Loud cheers.) Andj nmuu l0 clauses which enn never be cou» 
it ought further to be made known that I ?er{e d into law. The by-law 1 allude to is 
it has been cast upon them by some mis-j this The College will, at all times, 
take or by f-ome circumstance other than! protect and defeud every member who may 
improper conduct on the part of the Naval he disturbed in the exercise and enjoyment 
Surgeons themselves. It is said they are of the rights, privileges, exemptions, and 
only IVarrunt Officers. Tt is very true immunities, acquired by him as a member 
they are warrant officers, hut they ure not thereof.” Is this by-law *' irregular t” Al- 
warrant officers of tLe class you would ex- though, too, they will not protect the me ru¬ 
pees, being in fact placed with the ship's bars, yet they like you so much that they will 
cook, with the gunner, the carpenter, and not allow you to throw up the diploma with, 
.the boatswain. (Hear, and Shame, shame.) out paying “ the sum of ten guineas.” (Hear, 
vCiontlemen, 1 ought further to tell you, hear, heur.) 1 would ask, \V hat gave the 
s that the suigeons of the army ure conimis- naval surgeons the right to hold their offices 
} sioned officers, and that the palace of the in the navy, if not from the diplomas received 
King is open to them merely Irom the in that and oibor colleges; and yet, when 
rank they hold ; and it was only in July these excellent surgeons are insulted, this 
last that a new arrangement was made in ia the mode adopted by the Piesideut and 
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Council to support them. (Hear.) I beg 
lo more this resolution. 

“ Resolved,—That the members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in London now 
present, deeply regret that the President 
and Council have sympathised so little with 
the feeling's of the members assembled ai 
this theatre on the 14th ult., as to have de¬ 
clined to act upon the resolution unani¬ 
mously adopted at that meeting, on the al¬ 
leged ground that the proceedings were 
irregular; and that this refusal is anolhei 
added to the already innumerable existing 
proofs that the President and Council art 
alike indifferent to the honour, happiness, 
and respectability, of the commonalty of 
ihiB chartered College.” 

Mr. Complin- seconded the resolution. 

The Chairman put it to the meeting, 
when it was carried, only two hands hav¬ 
ing been raised against it. 

Mr. Kino rose to address the meeting, 
lie thought he might direct a few obser¬ 
vations, in the first place, to some of the 
young gentlemen in the gallery, who, iu all 
probability, would by and by be colleague 
of the members then assembled. Ho thought 
he had observed that, the pupils who had 
hissed what had been proposed and done 
bv the members, were many of them young 
gentlemen attending St. -Bartholomew’* 
Hospital. (Cries of “ No, no,” “ St. Bar¬ 
tholomew’s pupils are not opposed to the 
proceedings .”} 

The Chairman felt bound to call Mr. 
King to order. The members were met for 
the purpose of discussing their rights ; and 
if any gentleman rose to add teas the meet¬ 
ing, he must address himself to members ol 
the College, aud neither to pupils nor visit¬ 
ors. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Kino was just beginning to proceed, 
when, 

Mr. Belfour approached Mr. Wakley, 
and put into his hands a paper, having writ¬ 
ten upon it the following words:—“ Mr. 
Wakley, you are required by the President 
and Council to quit the theatre.” 

Mr. Wakley then read the notice to the 
meeting, and refuted to withdraw. The 
mandate was received with loud marks of 
disapprobation, nor were these diminished 
when Mr. Belfour exhibited over the lec¬ 
turer’s table a large paper, having inscribed 
upon it the following courteous intimation: 


“ The President and Conned require the 
members and btudents to quit the theatre.” 

The ink on this paper was not dry, and 
rhe short-hand writer had not lime to copy 
die words, before a number of police officers 
rushed into the theatre, from the door lead¬ 
ing to the museum, aud at mice going up to 
Mr. Wakley, three of them seized that 
gentleman by the collar, arms, and legs. At 
the same instant the gentlemen in the 
theatre rushed towards Mr. Wakley, and 
while the officers were dragging at his legs, 
siia friends were retaining him by the, arms 
to prevent his attempted removal. While 
iu this defenceless position, aud stretched 
across the benches on his back, one of the 
cowardly Bow Street ruffians aimed a despe¬ 
rate blow at his forehead with a brass staff, 
aud had not Mr. Wakley at that instant 
suddenly turned his bead on one side to 
avoid the blow, it must have fractured his 
skull. The theatre was now in the greatest 
uproar, aud the officers behaved in a brutal 
manner to (be gentlemen with whom they 
came in contact. The fellows at last dragged 
Mr. Wakley from the grasp of his friends, 
and when ho recovered his legs, Lrdhitier 
still holding him by the collar, (he also hav¬ 
ing fast hold of the officer), officers, membejs, 
and all, descended suddenly over several 
benches towards the floor of the theatre, and 
nt one time there could not have been less 
than the weight of half a dozen persona di¬ 
rectly on the buck of Mr, Wakley, wlio, it 
was thought by many of the^gentlemen 
present, would be crushed to death. Ho 
contrived, however, to retain his footing, 
and was extricated by the larger portion of 
the party tumbling upon tbo floor. Smith 
the officer, who, as well as Ledbitter 
and another of the officers, is a man of 
enormous bulk, not 'being accustomed 
to the abruptly-elevated seats of this 
College, missed his footing near the 
bottom, and fell upon the floor with the 
force of a fat ox, and cut his eyebrow 
slightly against the edge of one of the seats. 
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Iinnifldlately on Mr. Wakusy’s getting into 
the hall, outside the door of the theatre, the 
officers loosed their grasp, and MnWakley 
immediately directed another Bow-Street 
officer, who was standing by, to talre Lkd- 
bittkii into custody for the ussanlt. With 
this order, however, he refused to comply. 
On getting outside the College, Mr. Wak- 
ley instantly demanded that Ledbittkr 
should go with him to the Polico Office. 
Ledbitter refused, and declared that he 
had nothing further to do with Mr. Wak- 
ley ; but Mr. W. stated, that be had some 
thing further to do with Aim, and that he 
would not quit him until he had taken him 
before a magistrate. Accordingly he re 
quested some of the members by whom be 
was surrounded to go in search of police 
constables, two of whom soon reached the 
scene of contention, and Ledbitter was ht 
last taken, accompanied by an immense null 
titude, and amidst the greatest uproar, to 
the police station-house near St. Paul'* 
Church, in Covent Garden Market. Sueb 
wns the crowd of persons, and bo densely 
were they congregated, that there was the 
greatest difficulty iu reaching the door. 

The scene here waB one of considerable 
violence, and the Council of the College 
were bitterly denounced. Mr. Thomas, the 
inspector, having heard i Mr. Wakley’s 
charge, detained the peace-making officer 
in the station-house until 7 o'clock, when he 
was taken, in the custody of two police con¬ 
stables, before the magistrates ut Bow-street, 
whefe. Mr. Wakley attended at the same 
time to pTefer his charge of assault. The 
crowd in Bow-street outside the office con¬ 
sisted ol'many hundreds of persons, including 
a great number of members of the College, 
and medical students. The officers experi¬ 
enced the greatest difficulty iu obtaining 
admission for the witnesses, and owing to 
the density or the crowd and the excite-, 
xuent which prevailed, there were several new 
cases of assault; for many who had attended 
merely as spectators, unexpectedly found 
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themselves in custody of officers of police 
on charges of having broken the peace. 

We must now return to what passed at 
the College after Mr. - Wakley and the 
officers had left the theatre. 

In order to complete the chief business of 
tho day, the. chairman and a large body of 
the members remained in the theatre, where 
the indignation which was felt at this unpa¬ 
ralleled outrage was most vehemently ex¬ 
pressed. In a few minutes, however, at¬ 
tention was directed to the second resolu¬ 
tion, and Mr. Kino briefly addressing the 
members, proposed the appointment of a 
deputation to wait upon the Lord Chani- 
herluin in the following resolution, which 
was carried unanimously 

Resolved,—That this meeting, viewing 
the marked exclusion of the surgeons of his 
Majesty's navy from the King’s levees as 
an act of unmerited harshness nud injustice 
towards those excellent officers, and-«s,ii 
reproach to the character of the whole pro¬ 
fession, that a deputation consisting of three 
members be appointed bv this meeting to 
wait upon the Lord Chamberlain, to place 
before his Grace such arguments as may ap¬ 
pear best calculated to effect the removal of 
the obnoxious regulation, or to render it in¬ 
operative in as far as it may relate to the 
surgeons and assistant-surgeons of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s navy. 

Tho names of Mr. Wakley, Mr. Walkeii, 
and Mr. Kino, were then submitted to the 
meeting, and those gentlemen were unani¬ 
mously appointed to make known the feelings 
oft lie profession to his Grace the Duke of De¬ 
vonshire. This arrangement was succeeded 
by three hearty cheers for Mr. Wakley. A 
vote of thanks was then passed to the chair¬ 
man ; and the members having learned to 
> which office Mr. Wakley had proceeded 
j with the prisouer, there was a general cry 
of ■* To Bow Street,’’ and immediately ar¬ 
ranging themselves in threes, the members 
and students, to the number of about three 
hundred, and occupying a line of immense 
length, walked in procession to the Office. 
The Council of the College had an oppor- 
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tunity of seeing this mark of respect paid to 
the members, whom they liad so infamously 
assaulted. It is a fact, however, that all the 
members and students felt that they had 
been assaulted. 

When Ledbitter was taken into the 
office, Sir Richard Birnje, Mr. Halls, 
and Mr. Minshcll, were the magistrates in 
attendance, and they appeared astonished in 
no small degree, when they saw the chief 
of their men in custody on such a charge as 
the one preferred against him. The case 
being called on, 

Michael Kearney, policeman F, 21, was 
Bvrorn, aud asked what he knew of the case, 
and we feel it no more thnn justice to state 
of this man, who admirably performed his 
duty, that ho wss regularly brow-beaten by 
Sir Richard Bikkie and Mr. Halls. It 
was evident that he had given great offence, 
and, probably, because he hail presumed to 
take into custody one of the officers of the 
establishment. 

Sir Richard jBirnie. Well, Sir, what's 
* ’r charge ? 

Kearney. One of assault, please your 
worship. 

Si)’ Richard. Why, 1 ask, did ye take 
tiiis officer into cos toil) ? 

Kearney. Because he had committed an 
assault mi this gentleman. 

Sir Richard. Did ye see the assault 
commit* ed ! 

Kearney. Why, Sir Richard, I was- 

Sir llu'hard. Tell me, man, >es or no; 
did ye see the assault committed ! 

Kearney. Why, your worship, t- 

Sir Richard. Tell tue at once, yes or no, 
and remember that what ve say shall go be¬ 
fore the commissioners. I don't wish to 
hurry you, for yeV bread's in danger. Uw 
ye see the assault. 

Kearney. So, yVr worship. 

Sir Richard. Wry well. Take down 
Lis words; h :»exact words. New why die 
you fake him into custody, -Sir ? 

Kearney. Because I'd an object in if. 
Sir. Ihit pen Ben; go had hi# *Joth*» al. 
turn, and hr ia«mid upon toy taking the 
man n.h c&nrjr, e.d their was * gnu? \ 
not** and rht with thr ^omU-n.en, and ibis] 

mao **fnw*i iii« cause of »t *Jj. 

Sir Richard. An object ,u it, had yelj 
Mind, take down !W.. j 

Kearney . I m . b t> t bad a cause for it, i 
\ tatifcvku'd there was a itisov ivi it, \ 
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Sir Richard. Mind, he said, " an ob¬ 
ject” for it. How long have you been a 
constable 1 

Kearney. Ten months. 

Mr. Halls. Aud don’t you know that 
you have orders not to take a person iuio 
custody for assault, unless you saw the 
assault committed 1 

Kearney. Yes. your worship. 

Sir Richard. Then why did you do so ? 

Kearney. For the reasons 1 have stated, 
your worship. 

Sir Richard. What did the officer say 
when you come up to him \ 

Kearnnj. He said that he would’nt go, 
aud I said that he must, and he took out his 
staff, aud said lie would break my head if I 
laid hands on him, and 1 said 1 had already 
luid bunds on him enough. 

Sir Richard. Then, it is a pity that he 
didnl break your head before. Where dul 
you take him ? 

Kearney. I came to this street, your 
worship, and coming by the public house at 
the corner he ran into it. 

Sir Richard. W bat then ? 

Kearney. Me refused to go to the sta¬ 
tion house unless I used force, aud thru 1 
sent for assistance, ami Sergeant Stuart 
euuie, and through the remonstrance of iho 
Sfe-eeent. he compiled, to cohih, 

Mr. Halls (to Mr. Wukley). Did you 
not know Led bitter to be n» officer? 

Mr. Ifaklty. The man never uttered a 
wind to mo. Jit* had a stuff in his Imml, 
but that does not justify a pi-rsou’s coming 
and seizing nit* in my own house. 

Mr. Hulls. 1 don't say that it does, but 
you being in his custody, did you not, in 
order to get released yourself, girt him m 
charge to another ? 

Mr. tVaklty. Most certainly not., fv,r 
be acknowledged outside the College, that 
he had no churge whatever ugain»tbne, aud 
would not detuin me. 

Mr. Halls. \ cry well. Now, where 
did he assault you ! 

Mr. IVukley. iu the theatre of the Col¬ 
lege of Surgeons. 

Mr. Halls. And did you mention When 
you gave him in charge to the police con¬ 
stable that it was for au assault committed 
on you by him ? 

Mr. Mikity. Most undoubtedly. 

Mr. Hulls, la the Coiinga uf Surgeons 1 

AV. flitktry. | do not know tint I did 
«y ilut it wut in the Cidlr-ge of Su-gvoii* 
that the iis**<iii was r-oaiuiurif. I a«» out 
vjiow this </lh> t «-«/* UkWtt pointing to 
Smith), hot ho «c>cd **ty and 

atkmn th*< he bad su> p»«r«to U-ucb 
me m ib* intuu*. 

Mr. Halit. Welt, now tt’4 very 

to Uie that liie frOlK* had «■> T*%fht 

lu Use the officer mtu custody, as U did 
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not see the intuit committed, and Ledbilter Mr. Halls . And do you mean to charge 
noit be discharged. him only ? 

Sir R. Birnie. What, without hearing Mr. Wakley . 1 do not think it will be 
the defendant? necessary, in my view of the case, to charge 

Mr. Halls. Yes; I think so, upon the any others; besides, I do not know the 
complainant’s own statement. 1 think be names of any others. (Looking round.) 
is wrongfully put into custody for this, hut Here is one who also assaulted me. 

1 should explain to Mr. Wakley that it will Mr. Halls. Very well. Upon the face 
be quite open to him to loke any further of the deposition , 1 do not see that he lias 
course he pleases, and that the officer shall doue wrong. If he have, he is amenable in 
be ready to meet any other charge. another way to the laws of his country. As 

Mir. MinshuU. 1 never did agree to the far as it appears, and 1 take the case only 
doctrine that the constable ought to see tin from what Mr. Wakley swears, it seems, 
assault committed before he takes the party that constables sewed him and dragged him 
into custody. out of the theatre. It is to be presumed they 

Sir R. Birnie. I go further even than were properly authorised in doing so ; and 
Mr. Halls, for I say that these men have really, if a constable is to obey his orders, 1 
orders from their officers, not from us, but do not Bee how it is possible to grant a war- 
frora their own officers, not to take a party 1 rant in such a case as this. I do pot see by 
into custody unless they see the assault' this deposition that the constable was wrong, 
committed. ! Mr. MinshuU. (To Mr. Wakley.) 1 think 

Mr. MinshuU. Well, but I remember ' the better way will be for you to indict the 
what happened in Coveut Garden once, a j constables at the sessions, 
police constable was directed to take a per- j Mr. Mikity. 1 certainly think that I have 
bo ii into custody for having committed an J a right to apply to you for a warrant, because 
assault upon another; the constable would j a more gross outrage never was committed 
not take the person into custody because | on any human being, 
be had not seen the Bssault committed, bo J Mr. Halls. Well, I do not think that we 
the man who was charged went up and ought to grant a warrant, 
knocked the complainant down again, and Mr. Wakley. Is a person to be assaulted 
then said, *' There, now, you lmve seen it,’* in his own house, without giving the slight- 
ami then he wag taken iuto custody' inline- est offence 1 1 am a member of the College, 
diately. So that a poor nun is to stop till and 1 was sitting in my own theatre quietly, 
ho is killed before he is to be protected by without disturbing uny one, without offoriug 
obtaining aid from an officer? to as.-nult any one, and without uttering one 

Sir Richard. What! 'lake a person single word at the moment 1 was wined. It' 
into cuiiody against his official orders? I had ordered Ledbitter to take the Council 
However, I think that the assault, whatever into custody, and he had done so, aud an 
it was, committed in the College of Sur- application had been made to you aftei- 
geo»s, makes u distinct case. wards by the Council, would you have treat- 

Mr Hulls. 1 have thought so all through. «*d that application in the fcuuic way that you 
1 have discharged l.tdbittnr. thinking he hate treated this ? 
w its wrongfully taken into custody. That Sir R. Birnie. Xo, certainly not. 
does not preclude Mr. Wakley (and 1 wish Mr. liaklty. No, indeed. Gentlemen, 
Mr. Wakley distinctly to understand tbatj I confess that i feel myself in a peculiar 
from making uny other charge againstLedhii- situation here. It is not quite consonant 
ter, or any one else, but in doing bo he must with my notions of propriety l» apply lor 
take the proper course—he must make oath l justice to thin bench; for when 1 gave Letl- 
to the facts, and tii«u the magistrates will bitter in charge, he stated that he had acted 
detertnfhe upon that deposition, whether ■' under the nrderaof Sir Uichard llimie; that 
they will grant a warrant or not. I what he had dime, he had dune directly 

Mr. Wakley. Then shall l make adepo*! under his authority. If this statement be 
aiiiou now against this man ? ' correct, the magistrate him»ell is the author 

Mr. Halts, Yea, if you please. If you' of die assault, and 1 cannot expect that ho 
go into the. (’Ink's Office you will have an will iuu-rfeio to punish toe culprit, 
opportunity of doing so, and tlu-u we ahull. Sir Richard. My name, then, was ira- 
dneido upon the propriety of granting a war- -properly used. I knew nothing of the 
tint. business. Indeed. 1 huvu not even sven 

Mr. Wakley then retired,uud soon after- Ledt liter to-day until now. 
wards re-entered the office with the tlepuai- ! Ah\ Al'a^hul!. Ti.e rnily constable who 
linn he lisd made, arromp'inied hythederk, cam** l>« me waa Gardner: and ho said, 
who read the doeumet lot he It nrh, With \mrr prrmiMion .1 am gniog to the 

Mr. Halit. Well, now, Mr. Wakh v. you • College of Surgeons," 1 said. •• N e;y well, 
tender this os a charge aguiast Leiibnter ? j wjJi all my heart.” 2‘hat tens all that 
Mr. Wakley* A do. \ passed. 
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Mr, Wakley. I am n member of that Col¬ 
lege ; and it ia specified in the charter, that 
the College ia a body consisting of the 
council-nod commonalty, of which 1 am 
one ; and further- 

Mr. Halls. I beg pardon, hut if the pre¬ 
sident, or council, or superior officers, have 
done wrong, they are amenable, you know, 
to the laws in another way. 

Mr. Wakley. Yes, but if they were not 
present when the assault wus committed, 
liow am I to get ut them ? The ollicers said 
they were sent by Sir Richard Birnie. 

Sir H. Htrnie. Really, mv name has been 
introduced ruto t|iis case, and 1 do not know 
why. I had nothing on eucili to do with the 
sending of these men. This is the gentle¬ 
man [turning to Mr. Minshull) who was 
spoken to on the subject. The officer said 
to Mr. Minshull, •* Five of us have, been 
applied for, lo go to the College of Sur¬ 
geons," and he said, “ Go.’* Whenever 
such an application as this is made, we sup¬ 
pose it is to prevent a riot. 

Mr. Minshull.—I really thought it was lo 
preveut pickpockets from committing depre¬ 
ciations. He said, there was to be a lecture, i 
or something of that sort, aud 1 thought 
there would, perhaps, be a good many per¬ 
sons there, aud that he was going merely to 
vrevent a breach of too peace. 

Mr. Wakley. —YeL I was assaulted and 
Struck by other officers also most severely. 
Agaiust .Smith 1 have no charge, for lie 
knew his duty, and as far as I saw, acted 
with great propriety. He said lie hud no 
charge against me, and saw me assaulting 
no man. 

Smith. —I beg pardon. I went to Mr. 
YVaklev, aud endeavoured to persuade him 
10 leave the theatre, and lie would not; 
when we appeared, and 1 went.to him, there 
was the most tremendous noise I think I 
ever heard. I never heard any-thing t» 
compare to it excepPil was at the theatre at 
the 0. I*. I went back to the gentlemen 
(the Council), who ordered me to take Mr. 
Wakley out, and they ordered me to go lo 
him again. 1 went to him ugaiu, ami asked 
him to go, but he would not; then I returned 
to the gentlemen again. They then said, 
they would diHw up a memorial, and report 
me to the bench bh being insufficient for the 
dischargetof my duty : that l was not wor¬ 
thy of being an officer of Bow-street, ami 
that we disgraced ourselves; and, being so 
urged, I said, that if they would indemnify 
roe, 1 would take him out, but not other, 
wise. They did indemnify me, and the othet 
officers, and then w«; proceeded in getting 
him out. 

Mr. Minshull (to Mr. Wakley).—Do rou 
not think that the authority of the President 
of that society, as well as the Presidents ol 
all oilier societies, is absolute? 


Mr. Wakley.-— No, Sir, I do not; hut 
even if it were, it might he absolute with¬ 
out being brutal. These are not times for 
encouraging or acknowledging the existence 
of absolute authority any-where. Besides, 
the President und Council had left the the¬ 
atre, and the members quietly remained 
merely with a view to adopt certain mea¬ 
sures for protecting the rights and privileges 
of their brother members, the naval sur¬ 
geons ! 

Mr. Ualh.—The President hud left the 
theatre ? 

Mr. Wakley. —Yes. 

Mr. Minshull —Well, now 1 am only 
asking for .curiosity—but will you allow me 
to inquire? if it is the custom for the mem¬ 
bers to debate questions after the President 
has left ? 

Mr. ffaklry. The question has been re¬ 
cently introduced, but it does not follow 
that because the members have not exer- 
ciaed their rights, that those rights do not 
exist. 

Sir R. JHrnie . Well, hut wlml is the use 
of debating? If Ibi* King issues an order 
that it is not convenient to see certain pur- 
ties at the levee, what, can be done? 

Mr. ffakir;/. We were passing n reso¬ 
lution to appoint a deputation to wnit upon 
the I.ord Chamberlain on the subject. 

. Mr. Halls. Well, but I think we had 
really better not outer inui that question. 
At to the charge that is before us, your affi¬ 
davit doe* not go to the extent that is ne¬ 
cessary, for calling uport us to issue a 
warrant. 

Mr. Minshull. Y'ou would gain nothing 
by the warrant, nor will yo>i lose any-thing 
by not having it. 

Mr. Wakley. I am to understand, then, 
that I Hindi loie nothing by your not grant¬ 
ing the wamiul ? 

Mr.Minshull. Certainly not. You can 
indict the officers, or take any other course, 
just the same as if the warrant were'graoted. 

Mr. Wakley. Very well. 

Sir 11. Himir. 1 heard something of nn 
application to the homo depirtmentfin con¬ 
sequence of the officers refusing to obey 
their orders at the College. 

Mr. Hulls. I just wish before you go, 
Mr. Wakley, for your autisfuction, to read 
you the order that has been issued lor the 
conductor police constables in arresting in¬ 
dividuals ; and you will lind that they are 
not authorised to arrest, or to assist iu ar¬ 
resting, nor to receive into custody, a party 
charged with having committed an assault, 
unless they have seen the ussault committed. 
[Mr. Halls then read the regulation, which 
was a repetition of what ho had said.] 

Mr. Wakley. True, these rauy be the 
order* from the Homo Office, and yet not 
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>o in conformity with the conditions of the 
ict of Pailinmeiit. 

Mr. Hulls . 0 yes, it is. 

Sir It. Birnie. It quotes the Act of Enr¬ 
olment, so that there can be no doubt 
if it. 

Mr. IPakley. Well, I can only say, that 
i more gross and atrocious assault’ never 
vas committed on any person. See how my 
slothes are torn. (Showing his shirt and coal, 
w, rather, the fragments that remained of 
View).—-Very well, Gentlemen, 1 must of 
:ourse submit to your decision, but 1 shall 
o'.Iow up vigorous pioceediugs elsewhere 
ijjiiinst the whole of the parties. The assault 
•ommitted upon me was one of the most 
irulul description; and hud I uol been as 
itrotigus a horse, 1 must have been crushed 
>r torn to pieces. 1 wus also struck most 
v iolently; but, Gentlemen, 1 really run at 
i loss to understand your law. Mr. llails 
ias said, that whim the constable appeared, 
t was my duty to submit without resistance 
:o an otficw, even if I knew that 1 had done 
i.o wrong; while, on the other hand, Sir 
diehard lWiuitt has staled, that when the 
lolice constable received Lee!bitter in charge, 
t was a pity that Leu hi Iter hud not broken 
lis IuhiI v. .tit his staff 1 Again; the police 
:'oii stable is to ha reported to tin* fominis- 
dm.ers, ami probably ui.\clian. r e;l, for having 
:uk-n a man into custody on u charge of i,n 
issault, without having seta the assault 
Committed, while Ledlettei and !,is cniupu- 
nio'is, who struck and dragged m<- while J 
iv.it .juicily silling in my own (.' liege, ate 
jifiisidered tu have committed no assault 
it all. 

Mr. Hulls. Well, I can only ussure you, 
Mr. \\ akh-y, that l regret as deeply that an 
assault bus been committed upon you, as 
upon any man in the country ; but judging 
from the affidavit, the only document upon 
which we can ml, we do not feel that we 
ought to grant a wunant, especially as our 
not doing so, cannot ntiV.i.t ulterior proceed¬ 
ings. \Ve can only act on what is brought: 
before us. We are accustomed here to de¬ 
ride upon facts, uud these do not in the pre¬ 
aunt easeVal! upon us to grant u warrant. 

Mr. H'uhley. 1 again lepeat, that a mure 
unjustitiabie, a more nnwarrantable assault, 
was never committed upon an uuuffemiin*; 
body of gentlemen. The officers seized me 
below 1 even suw them. Although Smith had 
previously done so, Ledbitter and hn com¬ 
panions did not speuk one word boioie they 
attempted with brute force to drag me from 
my neat. 1 only regret that 1 w..s not fur¬ 
nished 'with anus, fur I would have shot at 
least, ono of tho officers dead on the spot. 11 
such violence is to be tolerated, no English-; 
man is safe from uiurdi-i. 

Mr. Halls, i nm extremely happy th.it: 
><lu weie not bo provided, or you might 


ihave been standing here under far different 
circumstances. 

I Mr. VVakley, accompanied by a boat of 
! friends, then left the office. 

Wii.dk, the solicitor to the College, bod 
| boon in the office standing behind the clerk, 
•and on Sir Unit a an Hirkie inquiring who' 
! lie was, one of the officers said that “Ac” 
hod given them an indemnity on the part of 
the Council, which leads us, ou closing the 
; report, to put n question to the magistrates, 
j—Had the officer* killed either of the mem- 
; hers, could this man, Wii.de, or any one of 
; tlie Council, have. “ indemnified!’ them for 
’suffering tbe punishment jaw aided by the 
' law for the crime of murder ? 


•ADVERTISEMENT. 


PUBLIC MEET IN Ci. 


In cousequence of 
THE ATROCIOUS ASSAl'l.T 

committed upon 

THE MEM11ERS OK Till. TOt.Lt GE Or Sl lIOF.ONS, 

IN lHl-.m OWN ilfLAl KE, 

BV »1>W-MRKM' OFFICERK, 
acting under and bv the auihoiit v of the 
lMUSUiEVr AND COl'KC IL, 

* A TlTILIc MKLI fNG OF THE 
i llOl LbMOX 
is appointed to be held in tho 

Great Boom of the Crown and .Incltor, * in 
the Strand, 

On U'f.nM MuY Evening next, 

March the loth. 

The Chair tu he taken .at half-past six for 
St-viu o’clock precisely. 

A Elan will be introduced for the 

lNSTlt l I ION OF 

A NEW MK1HCAL COLLEGE, 
founded upon the most 
enlarged ANUiinrtMi. nuNcirr.rs, 
and in which ** 

ALL LEGALLV-yCALlElED 
PK AC ITTiON EltS, 
whether 

t’KI Slot AKS, SURGEON*, OR APOTHECARIES 
If 'til be associated upon equal ta ins, will 
Jh>joy equal rights, and 
frill be ntr.piised by the same title. 



t98 NAVAL MJRG E0N&—ADDRESS TO THE PROFESSION. 


As this Institution, if firmly established, 
must break down the Collegiate sod Hospi¬ 
tal Monopolies, and must relieve the poor 
from the dreadful consequences which too 
often result from the operations of incom¬ 
petent practitioners, it is calculated to exer¬ 
cise a MOST BENEFICIAL INFLUENCE OVEn 
the public health, and thus prove of 
INDESCRIBABLE ADVANTAGE TO THE COM¬ 
MUNITY. 

The examination of atadents for the 
Diploma will be conducted openly in the 
presence of the public and the press, in a 


ADDRESS 

TO THE 

MEDICAL PROFESSION OF GREAT 
HU IT AIN AND IRELAND, 

Agreed to at a Meeting of Members of the 
College of Surgeons. 

GsonoE Walker, Esq., in the Chair. 

Gsntlembn,— -We feel it to be our im¬ 
perative duty to call Upon you to unite with 
us in an endeavour to save the honourable 
profession which we exercise from the 
shame and ignominy with which a few ma- 


theatre constructed for (be purpose. 

In every respect it will be a public in- J 
stiti’tion, established for the public ooon, j 
and for the honour and protection ofj 
medical practitioners, and erected for| 
the attainment of such beneficent objects, it j 


lignsnt and misguided men bare endea¬ 
voured to tsrnish it. We entreat of you to 
reflect upon the extraordinary event it is 
our duty to record. A foul, unprovoked, 
and illegal assault, has this day been com¬ 
mitted upon the whole of the members of 
tbe Royal College of Surgeons, by order 


must command and receive the unqualified 
support of our present just sad wise 
government. 

The Council of the College feared to 


| of—wo blush to say it —by order of their 
j Council. We were wailing in our own 
theatre for the purpose of discharging an 
j important duty to a biaucb of our brother 
| members, when, by order of the Council, a 


’band of armed men from Wow Street Office 


encounter tbe members on Thursday, not-1 wer« let loose upon us. These men, bran- 
withstanding the support of the magistrates \ dishing their bludgeons as if they had to 
and ilitir armed police, and they pabliabed j encoun'er • {»« of mm.su,., laid violent 


in the papers of the next day the following . 

11 1 p and expHIrd us from our theatre by brute 

advertisement. force. Thus have our rignts but*« trampled 

“ Royal College of Surgeons ui London, upon, our lives endangered, our feelings 

•Mu conecquenc.of the riot and corf.- ou,r ‘HS*>. by 

non which nr.rented the deliver. or .he own Council. Geotlnmea we Uow not 
lecture on Tuesday last, and which the !» l ’« »t»<*"»»‘ «“ •>* ■»*> *» «***"» l 

President and Council hare ».». to a;,- •»<> j™‘ « 

prehead will be repeated, the lecture, are 0,8 prof. «,oa w." jo", n*. 

postponed until further notice. be “' ha,: vm mrau, f *“ 


| bands upou us, wrenched us from our neats, 


advertisement. 


•• £•».•»» Usiroua, Me." .“f Col ‘f of 8u 'f 

from a council which could »o grossly and 

■ prrmediuteilly pervert the duties of their 

NAVAL SURGEONS. ’office. At any rate they will immediately 

- | be brought to justice, and we trust that all 

The Members of the deputation, which [connexion between them and every hutitytr- 


NAVAL SLUG EONS. 


was appoint! d in the theatre of tbe College 
on Tuesday last, have written to the Duke 
of Devonshire, to know wbeu it will be ( 
convenient for hid Grace to honour them 
with an interview. The reply of the I/ird 
Chamberlain had sot been received when 
our Number west to press. 


ubl« member of the profession will aboil 
cease in law, as it now do«a in fact. We 
hope that no medical student will present 
himself for a diploma stained with tha 
blood of bis senior colleagues. This lan¬ 
guage is strong, hut it is lamentably inade¬ 
quate to express tb» abhorrence you must 
hate felt had you witnessed Uiir atrocious 
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violation of every moral and professional 
feeling. For ourselves, whose persons ami 
liberties were attacked in the most ruffian* 
like niimner, we are determined to exercise 
every means at our disposal to prevent a 
recurrence of such an unprincipled outrage. 
Meed we say, that measures must instantly 
be taken to place the rights of the profession 
upon a secure basis, or we shall become ob* 
jects of feebleness and contempt. 

(Signed on behalf of the meeting) 

G. Walker, Chairman. 


OUTRAGE AT THE COI.LTOB OF SUnOEOSS. 


tensions to be called a scientific one.” ( Im¬ 
mense cheering.) 

I remain, Sir, yours obediently, 

A Pupil of Mr. Wali.BR. 
Tuesday evening, March bib, 1631. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 

LECTURES AM) ACCOUNTS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—I am this moment returned from 
the College of Physicians, to which 1 was 
invited by the President and Fellows (as 
their card expresses) " for the purpose of 
reading medical papers, and holding medical 
conversations,” aud never do I remember 


To the Editor of The Laecst. MtfxW » m«Wc>l .ociety wiili .0 

I little benefit or satisfaction. A paper waa 
Sir,— Our very excellent teacher, Mr. | read to be sure (the production of one of the 
Waller, ot the close of his lecture this even j learned fellows), but it contained so many 
ing, ex pressed himself nearly iu the follow- j self-evident facts, and so little instruction, 
ir..r words; aud from the very warm marks that I believe there was not a physician 
of approbation which followed his address, present who did not feel disappointment and 
it is quite clear that the sentiments of the j regret at the loss of the time be bad spent in 
class were in uni-jon with his own, and,; listening to it. Immediately after the read* 
therefore, you will no doubt oblige them by ! ing of the paper the President left the chair, 
puifiTi'j it on record ■ and thus concluded the business of the 

“ Gentlemen/* said Mr. Weller, 4r I have ! evening. 1 cannot help thinking, that 
an apology to rank** for this short lecture;* through year valuable Journal, some means 
.1 came iu late, I leave off early ; but really j might be suggested for better regulating tho 
\ am t!ii» moment labouring under excite- concerns of this iaouopolixiug President and 
meat si smie events 1 have just witnessed, j Fellows. 

which unlit mu for the rontinunnee of my j 1 have always considered, Mr. Editor, 
duty. I mu just returned from the Co!lcg« [ that when a man becomes a licentiate, he 
of Surgeons, and have there witnessed a | should attend ull medical meetings in the 
scene which must excite and irritate every j College ns a right, that lie should be allowed 
one who has the misfortune to he a member; the u*e of the. library, and have access to the 


of such n College. I have si on, Gentle*! museum, without iayiug himself under a 
men, the members of that College sitting in j peuonnl obligation to any fellow who may 
their own theatre, quietly and dispixsion* i happen to be elected librarian or curator of 
ately advocating their own rights, forcibly j the museum. It should he remembered, 
ejocted. turned out id el (trims, by a set of | that on his becoming a licentiate, certain 
police vagabonds, aclHij under the direc- feeB are exacted, as, for instance, a fee to 
tiou uf the mil-elected corrupt junta, the the president, a fee to each of the censors, 
President and Council. Whether the law a fee to the registrar, a fee to the beadle, a 
will protect its own myrmidons, or whether fee to the porter, besides stamps, 6cc., and, 
justice will he administered to those upon lastly, a fee of 32/. to the College. All these 
whom this buse uct bus been commuted, fees (whether lightly exacted or not 1 will 
mourns to be seen ; but i understand that a refrain from inquiring) spent lor themselves, 
charge of assault will be preferred against j excepting the lust, which i cannot under* 
them, liut, Gentlemen, such a state ul | stand. As the College chooses to exact this 
things ought not, will not, cannot, be suf*: latter sum, 1 thiuk licentiates have a right 
fi red to exist. If the members submit to inquire what becomes of it. J am quite 
quietly to these insults, they will deserve sure, there must be some liberal-minded men 
every indignity which may be heaped upon among the fellow*, who would scorn to tuke 
them ; it was a proceeding, Gentlemen, dis- a fee in this way, without explaining what 
graceful to the age in which we live; an becomes of it, if they could; but the only 
not, in fact, which would disgrace any civil- answer 1 could get to my private inquiries 
ixod society, an act unparalleled in the his- wus, that everything Was correct according 
tory of any body having the slightest pre* to tho regulation* of the College, aud ac* 
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COMPLAINT.—FRENCH QUACKS AND APOTHECARIES. 


cording lo the present Charier. This ex¬ 
planation to me is suiy-thing but satisfac¬ 
tory, ami the sooner the present regulations 
are altered, the better for its ciedit; li t 
the worm-eaten Charter be btoughl to light 
from tlm hole or corner where it has so long 
slumbered iu peace, either to be re-modelled 
or cancelled altogether, lam, Mr. Editor, 
Your very obedient servant, 

A LlCl.NTl.lTK. 

[As in the case of Mr. Gieenhow's let¬ 
ter, and indeed two or three others, we have 
lo complain of the late delivery of the. above 
communication, which has only just come to 
hand.— Ed. L,] 


THE ANATOMICAL SCHOOL, llREWIiR-STKLET. 


To the Editor o/Tue Lancet. 

Sir,—At the commencementof this season 
you showed yourself the pupils’ friend, by 
cautioning them to beware to whom they paid 
their money, a caution winch all who have 
entered to the new anatomical school, 
Brewer Street, regret having disregarded ; 
for the loss of lime I consider a greater ioss , 
than the waste of money. This school was , 
ten weeks befote it had' any subject at all, j 
aud then only u small one covered with pus- j 
tules of small- pox, which had no doubt been ' 
refused by tbe oilier schools. After this, a ! 
very old emaciated subject was piocured, 
price eight guineas, the muscles of which! 
were so bad. that the fibres gave way in j 
many parts, aud would not bear dissection ; 
and this is nil that has been attempted to 
be dissected at the new anatomical school; 
there has never beta one specimen of good 
dissection on the table of tbe lecturer 
or demonstrator, the latter person coining 
twice or ibiicc a week at twenty minutes, 
a quarter, and even ten minutes to nine, 
though bis appointed time is every morning 
at eight. Could you, Sir, point out any 
way by which the pupils may recover their 
money, winch 1 conceive they have a right 
to liemaud 1 It is impossible that gentlemen, 
who feel that responsibility which those who 
teach this important branch ought to feel, 
could act in this manner; for, in fact, they 
have never yet had any port of the human 
suhject tit either for demonstration or lec¬ 
ture. Be kind enough to let this, which 
contains the sentiments of the remaining 
class, appear in your valuable Lancet. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

A I’l'I'lL. 


LAW OP THE FRENCH SOCIETY OF PHARMA* 

CO HO LISTS ON HIE SALE OF SECRET RE¬ 
MEDIES. 

“ As the Society is in the highest degree 
jealous of the dignity of the profession 
which its members pursue, any apothecary 
who shall compromise that respectability by 
announcing himself ns the author or deposi¬ 
tary of secret medicines, by causing himself 
to be puffed in the papers, by associating 
the duties of the apothocary with u trade to 
which the former should remain a stranger, 
Ac., such a person cannot become a member 
of the Society, and if he be already a mem¬ 
ber, the secretary shall send him a copy of 
this article, when, in case of his continuing 
the proscribed traffic or practice, he shall 
bo expelled upon sufficient proof of the of- 
fenco.”— General Law, Art . 36. 

THE SISTERS OF CHARITY—PARIS 
QUACKERY. 

The apothecaries of Paris have presented 
n memorial to M. Odillou Ilurrot, prefect of 
the Seine, requesting the suppression of the 
dispensaries of medicine connected with the 
charitable institutions, in which it appears 
that the medicine in vended, prescribed, 
ami compounded by the Sisteis of Charily, 
and other religious societies of females. 
The principal grounds on which tin; memo¬ 
rialists take their position, are, the total 
want of medical education in these persons, 
and the inconveniences and dangers result¬ 
ing from their refusal to sell medicines after 
certain hours, aud on the Sabbath day. 1 he 
memorialists add, that “ Either the apothe¬ 
caries should no longer he compelled to un¬ 
dergo u lengthened period of study ami sub¬ 
sequent examinations, or tht shopstkept by 
totally unqualified individuals should be im¬ 
mediately suppressed." 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The letter of Dr. Morrison, and thaw of mu rip 
»th*-r gentlemen, have been unavoidably postponed 
until uc*t wetk. 


February, 3H.»I. 



OF COPPER IN ORGANIC MATTERS. 
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in adulterations of food wo lave scarcely copper in eolation. Tie mixture is then 
any other guide to conduct us to a correct slightly acidulated with acetic acid, and the 
decision, inasmuch as it hut rarely happens few drops of fenocysuate of potash added, 
that adulterators are so incautious or unskil- The first effect occasioned is the production 
ful,ai to add such quantities of any per- of a brownish tinge, which deepens iu aome 
nicious ingredient, as might indicate the hours, and in the course of twenty-four 
fraud by its speedy physiological effects. hours (in some cases longer), a brown flocu- 
Having premised these general remarks, lent precipitate is deposited, the ferrocy- 
I proceed to state that the object of the anatc of the oxide of copper, 
succeeding observations, is, to prove that T 9 obtain the metal from this precipitate 
from the natural existence of the oxide of is exceedingly easy. It consists in heating 
copper in various organic substances, first, the precipitate to redness on a porcelain 
that the detection of minute quantities of capsule, by which the hydrocyanic acid is 
that metal in suspected cases affords, per sc, partly expelled, and partly retained in corn- 
no grounds of imputation ; secondly, that in binatiou with the oxide of iron, leaving on 
nil cases of auolysis it is absolutely ueces- the capsule a mixture of the peroxide of 
sury that the quantity of the copper detect- copper, and the blue liydrocyanate of iron; 
ed should be accurately estimated. As far on this you act with a little dilute sul- 
asiny limited information extends, no atten-ipburic acid, which dissolves both metals, 
lion has yet been paid to these circumstances j and by the addition of ammonia the iron is 
by medico-legal authorities. At least, the! precipitated, and the copper retained in 
latest and best work of this description is I solution as before. You have now but to 
totally silent on tie subject. ) fdter, acidulate with a little sulphuric acid, 

'l ie existence of the oxide of copper in 1 and introduce a hit of pure iron wire, which 
organic matters was first noticed and demon- J shortly becomes coated with metallic copper, 
alraled by the celebrated Assessor Ualiu, of j Since the publication of M. Sarzeau’s 
Fahlun, who was accustomed to exhibit the J paper, I have repeated the process with 
production of distinct particles of metallic every precaution against fallacy 1 could 
copper reduced by him with the mouth- devise, being impressed with the idea, that 
blowpipe from a quarter of a sheet of burnt if I obtained similar results, they should 
paper. Singular us was this fact, it seems induce medical jurists in this country to be 
lo bavo for some lime attracted but little cautious in deciding on poisoning or adul- 
sittention. The next experiment worthy of teration by copper on chemical evidence, 
record 011 the subject, is stated ny Bucholz , I first procured a sufficient quantity of 

who detected copper in the ashes of the nitric acid aud ammonia to Berve for all my 
nmamum zedonria, in the gnlauga root, in experiments, aud lest the copper might be 
others of the same family, and in various contained in either of these iluids, 1 neu- 
other vegetables of distinct kinds. 'These tralized a portion of one with the other, 
researches were pursued by Me inner with dropped in the solution of ferrocyBnate of 
further success; aud, lastly, W. Sarzeau potash, and patiently allowed them to stand 
has shown in the Annalcs tie Uiimie for for ten days, and not the slightest effect 
July, 1H3U. that not only docs copper exist was produced ; no fallacy was therefore to 
in the plants enumerated by Meisuer, but in be apprehended from the materials em- 
various products of tie animal department ployed, and this, 1 may remark, is by no 
of organization. 1 should also aay that iu means an unnecessary precaution, for I have 
the admirable and highly-useful translation more than once kuown a reagent to test 
of Hose’s Manual of Analysis, just published itself, if 1 may bu allowed to use the ex¬ 
in this country, it is stated, that copper may pressiou. 

be detected iu solutions of sugar by a re- 1st. The first experiment was with 10 * 
agent t« which 1 shall presently have occa- of unroasted Herbice coffee ; in 24 hours a 
sion to revert. deuse precipitate occurred, which, by the 

Of these experiments, those of M. Sar* necessary manipulations, coated two inches 
zeau ure, in a medico-legal point of view, of harpsichord wire with metallic copper, 
by far the most important, lie enumerates 2nd. Fourteen ounces of white bread were 
cinchona hark, two kinds of coffee, cheese, similarly treated ; a cupreous precipitate 
aud blood, as substances in which helms showed itself in minuto traces iu 24 hours, 
detected minute quantities of the metal; and iu three days was sufficiently conaider- 
nnd in coffee, he slates it to exist to the hie to admit of decantatiou, incineration, 
extent of a grain iu the pound. The aud reduction by the immersion of tho iron 
process by which M. Sarzeau proceeded, wire. 

was by drying and induerutiug the sub- 3rd. Eight ounces of black mustard-seed 
stances for examination, treating the ashes gave u similar result, 
with dilute nitric acid, soturaimg the solu- 4th. One pound of beef afforded a faiut 
lion with ammonia, which throws down se-. metallic crust. 

vend foreign matters, still retaining the, oih, From Jo 3 of human blood, distinct 
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races of copper wero obtained at tbe end of 
six d As. 

6tm Three pounds of potatoes gave no 
cupreous marks; 1 lb. of pine charcoal 
seemed equally devoid of metallic impreg¬ 
nation. 

?tb. The last experiment I instituted, 
was one to which 1 would especially request 
the attention of the Society. 1 prepared an 
alimentary mass, such asl conceived might 
exemplify the rejected matters after a meal, 
perhnpa, attended with suspicious circum¬ 
stances. The maaB consisted of two eggs, 
three cups of strong coffee, and eight ounces 
of bread and butter. On drying and inci¬ 
nerating this mass, and subjecting it to the 
other steps of the process, metallic copper 
was distinctly obtaiued. 

Concerning the source of the copper thus 
detected, I shall hoi at present enter into 
onv speculations, further than to remark, 
that with respect to bread, some difference 
of opinion may arise whether thy copper 
actually exists in the corn, or is accidentally 
or designedly introduced during tbe subse¬ 
quent steps of the preparation of bread. In 
support of the nnturul existence of the cop- 
per in corn, we have, first, the analogy of its 
undeniable existence in other vegetables j 
secondly, the evidence of M. Lefehure, a 
Dutch chemist of high reputation, who de¬ 
clares that he has found it in corn; sud, 
thirdly, 1 may add my own experiment on 
bread, in which no adultratiou of (his kind 
lias, in this country, been suspected. In 
opposition to these opinions, and in support 
of tbe designed adulteration, 1 may adduce 
the recent conviction and confessions of 
several bakers in Belgium, for practising 
this adulteration ; secondly, in my own ex¬ 
periments, 1 have never succeeded in tracing 
copper in corn itself, although I have ope¬ 
rated on a specimen growing over an ex¬ 
tensive stratum of copper ore. That the 
copper may occur in bread accidentally, I 
conceive may arise from the detritus of 
mill-stones, which, in some districts, are, 

1 am told, incorporated with malachite or ■ 
the carbonate of copper ; and, lastly, from 
the evidence of M. Ijodibnt, who, in a 
debate on this subject st the Acadimie 
Roy ate tit Me theme, stance dtt Janvier, 
1830, stated that tbe sulphate of copper 
was ased for the prevention of tbe maltiog 
of gram. My own impressions on the sub¬ 
ject are, that copper usually finds its way 
into bread by accident. The Belgie bakers 
used it by mistake for blue alumu. How¬ 
ever, my experiments as yet have been too 
limited to enable me to pronounce a posi- i 
tive opinion on the subject. i 

However this question be decided, it is < 
manifest that the natural existence of cop- I 
per in the other subsiancra I have de- i 
scribed, must exercise an important influ- 1 


F ence over medico-legal analysis. One illns- 
tration I will advance on this subject. The 
i Society, perhaps, are aware that a work under 
> the odd appellation of “ Disease and Death 
in the Pot and the Bottle ” was published 
in London [Inst year. Amidst other ndulte- 
, rations, it announced that the greening of 
: Stilton cheese was sometimes effected hy 
i the use of verdegris; I accordingly pro- 
; cured a Quantity of tbe green cheese, in¬ 
stituted on it nearly the same, experiments 
recommended by M. Ssrzesn, and detected 
, metallic copper. I can only say, that the 
i appearance of M. Sarzean’s paper prevented 
my denouncing the supposed adulteration 
to the local authorities, and on repenting 
the process with cheese not greened at nil, 
an equal quantity of copper was obtained. 

I have now, 1 lrui*t, advanced enough to 
i bear me out in iny assertions; 1st, that on 
, chemical grounds alone the detection of 
minute quantities of copper affords no 
grounds of imputation; and, 2nd, “ that 
in all cases of analysis it is absolutely ne¬ 
cessary' that the quantity of the detected 
copper should be accurately estimated.’’ J 
proceed, in conclusion, to detail a process 
i bv which the last object may be accom¬ 
plished. 

The points to be attended to in the quan¬ 
titative detection of copper are fourfold. 
1st. To bring all the copper in the sus¬ 
pected mixture into o state of solution. 
2ndly. To free that solution from organic 
matter as much as possible. ;)dly. Totlnow 
down from the solution on insoluble com¬ 
pound of copper, the combining proportions 
of which arc well known ; and lastly, to re¬ 
duce that insoluble compound to the metal- 
I lie state. 

The Jirsi of these objects, namelv, the 
dissolving of the copper, is readily ami cer¬ 
tainly effected hy boiling the suspected ma¬ 
terial in dilute nitric acid for on hour in a 
porcelain vessel glazed with porce]aio. The 
best vessels of this descript ion, 1 may re¬ 
mark, are imported from Hamburgh, and no 
others should bo used when these can be 
obtained, 

The second point, viz., the freeing the 
solution from orgauic matter, is best ob¬ 
tained after the necessary mechanical filtra¬ 
tion by the addition of caustic ammonia, 
which throws down cuvuui, albumen, the 
oxide of iron {which is oftea present), and 
various earthy matters, such as the phos¬ 
phate of lime, while it retains the oxide of 
copper in solution. 

The third step consists in the transmis¬ 
sion of sulphuretted hydrogen through the 
mixture previously aciduluted with acetic 
acid. An insoluble sulphur rt of copper is 
formed, which readily subsides after boil¬ 
ing, and may be collected on a small filter. 
However, as tbo suipburct of copfier thu* 
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obtained is always associated with organic 
matters, it should be incinerated on a little 
porcelain capsule over the spirit-lamp flume, 
and the residue rodissolved in dilute sul¬ 
phuric acid. This fluid is again to be neu¬ 
tralised with ammonia, a little acetic acid 
added, and sulphuretted hydrogen again 
transmitted. The sulphuret is now quite 
pure. It should then be washed, removed, 
dried in n water-bath, and carefully weighed. 
Of this black sulphuret— 

100 Tarts correspond to M metal 

G is. 80 peroxide 
1 Grain.... ll auhyd. sulph. of copper 

. .'l£ crystallised ditto 

.. 15 neul. anlivd. per ucct. 

. crystallised ditto 

. 11 auhyd. carbon, copper 

. 14 crystallized. 

lastly, this sulphuret should be reduced 
to the. metallic state by boiling it with a 
little dilute nitric acid in a test tube, neu¬ 
tralising with nmmonia, which strikes a 
beautiful blue colour, reacidulating with 
sulphuric acid, and introducing pure iron 
wire. 

The reasons why I prefer this process to 
that of incineration and precipitation by the 
ferrocyamite of potash, are briefly, because 
the sulphuretted hydrogen does not indi¬ 
cate copper in the substances in which 
that metal naturally exist ; and secondly, 
because the combining proportions of the 
ferrocyannte of potaftli have not yet been 
ascertained with sufficient precision. 

Hefore I conclude, there is one point 
which I would remind the Society is of 
vital importance to 1m attended to in our 
inquiries on any fatal case of poisoning by 
this metal ; it is, whether a cupreous eme¬ 
tic lias not been administered before death, 
and if it has been, what was the precise 
quantity of the dose? It is obvious, that 
a professional poisoner might endeavour to 
protect himself from suspicion and convic¬ 
tion by the open administration of a copper 
emetic,finder the pretence of ridding the 
stomach of any deleterious and unknown 
substance. In such a cose it is evident, that 
if to our question as to the quantity of 
copper contained in the emetic, he replies, 
fivo grains, and that on analysis we find sul¬ 
phuret of copper equivalent to twelve grains, 
that the chemical evidence is ns conclusive 
as if seven groins had been detected where 
uo emetic hud been given. 

London, 5th March, Mill. 
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DISEASE OP THE HEART, LUNGS, ANI) 
LIVER. 

Since my last lecture, Gentlemen, one 
atient has died of chronic bronchitis and 
istsase of the heart. The case was that of 
4. JL, aged 40, whe said lie had been ill a 
year. Most of the cases which now termi¬ 
nate fatally among us, 1 am happy to say, 
are cases of long-continued organic disease. 

His symptoms were, difficulty of breath¬ 
ing, cough, and mucous expectoration. The 
expectoration was frothy, and sometimes, 
he said, dark. There is a great variety in 
the character of the expectoration in chronic 
bronchitis. Sometimes it is clear, some¬ 
times opaque, sometimes frothy, sometimes 
blackish, grey, or bluish, sometimes yellow. 
I have seen it of a bile yellow. Sometimes 
glary, sometimes nearly solid. Indeed 
there is in different cases, and in the same 
case at differenttimes.no end to its varieties. 
There was likewise oedema of the legs. On 
listening over the chest, there was sonorous 
and sibiloas rattle in various parts. The 
man clearly laboured under bronchitis. Sono¬ 
rous rattle there was in almost every part 
of the chest. The chronic bronchitis was 
inferred from this rattle, in combination 
with the other symptoms, and it was quite 
sufficient to give rise to the difficulty of 
breathing, to the expectoration, and to the 
oedema of the legs. 

Notwithstanding, however, the chronic 
bronchitis was sufficient to explain all these 
symptoms, I, of course, examiued his abdo¬ 
men, and 1 found there was more or less 
fluctuation in it, and the liver was decidedly 
enlarged and hardened. He therefore had, 
besides chronic bronchitis, ascites and dis¬ 
ease of the liver. 

On liatening to the heart l found that it 
beat too strongly, and (Tint at the moment 
of the pulse a bellows-souml was heard, 
loudest in Lhe situation of the left ventricle ; 
that is to say, to the left of tbe sternum. 
This bellows-sound occurred at the moment 
of the pulse, and immediately afterwards 
there was a short clear strong sound, such 
as is ascribed by Laennec to the anricles, 
but much louder and clearer than the sound 
which is perceived in health. It was not 
loudest at the part where the bellows-sound 
was heard, but higher up. The auricles are 
situated above the ventricles, and thissouud 
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was in the region of the auricles. I con* I understand that the lungs showed chro- 
cluded, therefore, that there was an im- nic bronchitis iu every part; that the bron- 
pediment to the passage of the blood from chial tubes throughout the organ were very 
the left ventricle into the aorta, and that an much thickened, showing the nature of the 
auricle, or the auricles, were dilated, if La* disease ; that the lungs, too, were very 
ennec was right in ascribing the second heavy, ^nd tilled with frothy fluid, so that 
sound to the auricles. on lifting up a section of them, a serous fluid 

The state of the pulse justified .^ra# in poured forth, as it would from a sponge, 
taking away a moderate quantity ofblootl. The Jungp were pervious in every part, as 
1 bled him to twelve ounces, put him upon they generally are in bronchitis ; but there 
slops, and on account of the great difficulty was a large collection of fluid iu the tubes 
of breathing he experienced, aud the degree and air- cells, and perhaps iu the cellular 
of sonorous rattle, 1 carried the autiphlo* membrane, too, of the lungs; and couse* 
gistic plan still further, and gave him two quently, on squeezing them, the fluid not 
grains of calomel three limes a day, with only ran oat, but rau out frothy. There 
a scruple of tincture of digitalis. On the was no effusion into the cavity of the chest 
a:id I bled him again, but only to twelve on either side; that of course could not bo, 
ounces, as the disease was chronic. He because respiration was heard distinctly ou 
seemed to have suffered an aggravation of each side, even to the lowest part. Rut in 
the complaint from a fresh oold ho caught, examining the heart, the evidence of disease 
and was labouring under an acute attack, was very strong. There was more or less 
but as this acute attack was superadded to hypertrophy of the left ventricle; it was 
n chronic disease, 1 considered it dangerous also dilated, and very considerable vulvular 
to have recourse to active depletion. His disease existed, as you will see. The left 
diet was a little increased; that is to cay, veutricle is in a state of hypertrophy and di* 
he was allowed a portion of milk. Still the latation ; the substance is not thickened, but 
symptoms continued, and the pulae did not the cavity is larger than it abonld be, and 
decline at the end of a month (the 21st of yet the thickness of the parietes is not dimi- 
December), and afresh attack then appear- nisbed, consequently there must have been 
ing to come on, his breathing being more dif- more or less additional substance to main- 
licult, and the sonorous rattle increasing,! tain the natural thickness ; and this accounts 
bled him again to twelve ounces. His pulse for the original violence of the pulse, und 
bore this so well, that, his symptoms still the strength of tbo heart's action, 
continuing, I bled him again to about a pint, The pericardium was found coherent 
and in shout a week more 1 eupped him on throughout. 1 wish particularly to direct 
the chest, and then he went on well till it j vour attention to this, because some have 
was found necessary to have recourse again, an idea that adhesion or cohesion of the pc- 
i'rom the state of the pulse, to bleeding, ricurdium is very dangerous; and some 
and on the 12th of J anuary 1 bled him again have the very same idea of cohesions of the 
to ten ounces. His mouth, which was for- costal and pulmonary pleura*. Now 1 do 
merly sore, being now well, and another fresh not believe that any harm in general arises 
attack coming on, I gave him the calomel a from these adhesions. Some people think, 
second time, iu doses of three grains twice if they have a pain iu the side, they have 
a day. it was necessary, however, still to adhesion of the pleura, and make themselves 
go on with small bleedings, which always very miserable. If they have, ,1 do not 
afforded him vent tirmt relief, and the blood think any harm usually results from it; and 
was always much eupped und butfed. He I believe that most of us, if we were ex- 
was bled on the 2 1 st of January to eight :amined now, would he found to have some 
ounces, on tbe 27tb of January to twelve adhesions, though we are in good health; 
ounces, aud on tbe >d of this month (Feb.) und so it is with the pericardium. ‘'For my 
another acute attack took place, making it own part, I have never seen tbe least aymp- 
iiccessarv to cup him ou the chest to ten toms fiom even complete cohesion of the 
ounces; the windows of the ward 1 found pericardium. 1 know very strong adhesion 
had been set open to let out the smoke, and , at a single spat will keep the heart there so 
he had in consequence another severe at- J close to the parietal.peiicardium, that when 
tack of acute bronchitis. However, the j a person lies iu o direction to draw the heart 
disease having lasted so long, 1 could not I from that situation, it will be put upon tho 
bleed him more than once, and this afforded; stretch, and give rise to a smartiug pain, 
him as usual great relief. He was obliged! J his man hud no symptom about the heart, 
to sit up in bi^d ; and be sank in tbe most, hut what was all referable to the bypertro- 
gradual manner, and died on the J4th ofjpby anil valvular disease, 
this month. He was not inspected in the | A patient of one of mv colleagues was ex- 
hospital, but some gentlemen were ho kind i ami tied last week, who died of chronic pieu- 
ns to go to his re si deuce, aud make the ex-iritis, with empyema, and in him the peri- 
nuuualion there. cardium was quite coherent iu every point, 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

COPPER.—ZINC. — BARYTA.—OPIUM.— NUX I 
VOMICA.—PRUSSIC ACID. I 

The only processes described by our au¬ 
thor, which remain to be noticed, are those 
recommended for the detection of copper, 
rinc, baryta, opium, strychnine, and hydro¬ 
cyanic acid. On the first of these we shall 
not dwell long, as we this Week publish, ia 
another part of our j ournal, an article which 
we have received on the same subject, the 
author of which (l)r. O’Shaughneesy) en¬ 
tirely follows Dr. Christison’s method of 
examining suspected mixtures, with the ex- 1 
ception of using nitric acid instead of the j 
acetic, estimating the quantity of the sul- 
phuret and reducing this to the metallic 
state, a consummation of the experiment on 
which Dr. Christison does not insist. The 
existence of copper in various organic sub- 
itances jp a curious phenomenon, and Further 
researches on the subject aeem extremely 
desirable, either to extend the list of sub¬ 
stances in which it has already been found, 
or to point out those in which it is altoge¬ 
ther deficient. We would recommend, to 
those who hare leisure to prosecute the 
subject, the institution of experiments on 
various kinds of cheese. We have found 
copper in the Stilton and Parmesan, but as 
it remains doubtful whether in these in¬ 
stances the copper has not proceeded from 
the vessels used in the manufacture of the 
cheese, it would be well to examine speci- < 
tfo.331. 1 


mens prepared in vessels ascertained to be 
free from cupreous ingredients. 

Before proceeding further we may remark, 
that in the paper already alluded to, the 
estimation of the atomic equivalents of cop¬ 
per is not fractionally correct; for prac¬ 
tical purposes, however, it is more useful 
than a precise calculation, iuasmucli as the 
relative quantitios are more easily under¬ 
stood, and, wbal is of almost equal import¬ 
ance, more readily explained. 

Zinc,— The following description of the 
chemical relations of zinc is individually so 
complete, that we extract it without note or 
comment. We must remark, however, that 
to the influence of metallic emetics over 
medico legal analysis, Dr. Christison does 
not pay the attention which the subject 
demands, although from the observation in 
the first sentence of the following extract, 
he shows himself fully aware of the im¬ 
portant modifications emetics may render 
uecessary in inquiries of these descriptions. 

“ Of Poisoning with Zinc .—The com¬ 
pounds or zinc, which hare been long used 
in considerable doses in medicine, have 
sometimes caused serious and even fatal 
effects. Partly on this account, and partly 
because one of them, the Bulpliate of zinc, 
being the emetic most commonly used in 
the treatment of poisouiug, is apt to com¬ 
plicate various medico-legul analyses, it will 
be proper to notice both its physiological 
properties and the mode of detecting it by 
chemical means. The ouly important com¬ 
pound of ibis metal is the sulphate of white 
vitriol. As usually sold in the shops, it 
foras small, prismatic crystals, transparent, 
colourless, ot a very styptic metallic taste, 
and exceedingly soluble in water; that 
which is kept by the apothecary is generally 
pure, but the salt of commerce commonly 
contains an admixture of sulphate of iron, 
by the presence of which the natural action 
of the tests for zinc is materially modified. 
The solution of the pure salt is precipitated 
l white by the caustic alkalies, an oxide being 
3 F 
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thrown down, which is soluble in an excess 
of ammonia. The alkaline carbonates also 
precipitate it white, the carbonate of am¬ 
monia being the moat delicate of these re¬ 
agents; the precipitate is soluble in an 
exeeas of carhbtfatfe of athmonii, and is not 
thrown down again by boiling. The preci¬ 
pitate produced both by the alkalies and by 
their carbonates becomes vellow, when 
heated nearly to redness, and on cooling it 
becomes again white. This is a very cha¬ 
racteristic property, by which the oxide of 
cine may be known from every oilier white 
powdeT. The ferro-cyannte of pQtaaa also 
causes a white precipitate. A stream of 
aulphuretted hydrogen likewise causes a 
white precipitate, the aiilpburet of tine, the 
colour of which distinguishes the present 
genus of poisons from all those previously 
mentioned, as well as from the next genos, 
the poisons of lead; the precipitate is apt 
to be suspended till the excess of gas is 
expelled by ebullition. When the sulphate 
Of cite contains iron, the alkalies throw down 
• greenish-white precipitate, the alkaline 
carbonates a grayish or reddish white, the 
ferro-cyanste of potass a light bine, but sul¬ 
phuretted hydrogen the usual white preci¬ 
pitate. Tibet ore of galls, Which merely 
rehders the pure Salt hazy,’ causes a deep 
violet eoagulum, if there ia any ferruginous 
impurity. The sulphate of zinc is acted on 
by albumen and milk, precisely in the same 
manner as the sulphate of copper; the salt 
is decomposed, attd the metallic oxide forms 
an insoluble compound with the animal 
matter. When the Sulphite of sine has been 
mixed with vegetable and auimal substances, 
the action of the tests mentioned al»ove ia 
modified. In such circumstances I have 
Found the Following process convenient 
The mixture being strsined through gauze, 
Is to be acidulated with acetic acid, snd 
filtered through paper. The acetic aeid dis¬ 
solves any oxide of zinc that may have been 
thrown doWn in unioh with animal matter* 
The filtered Band is then to be evaporated 
to a convenient extern, and treated when 
cool With sulphuretted-hydrogen gss, upon 
which a grayish or White milkiness, or pre¬ 
cipitate, Will be formed. The excess of gfcs 
inttst now be expelled by boiling, end thd 
precipitate washed by the process of subsi¬ 
dence and affusion, and collected on a filter. 
It is then to be dried and heated to redness, 
in a tube. When it has cooled it is to he 
acted on by strong nitric acid, which dis¬ 
solves the zinc and leaves the sulphur. The 
nitrous solution should next be diluted, nnd 
neutralised with cnrhousfe of ammouin; 
after which the liquid tests formerly men¬ 
tioned will act characteristically. Ibq effect 
of' carbonate of ammonia, and that of beat, 
on the carbonate of zinc, which is thrown 
down, ought to be particularly relied on. 


I have tried this process with the mutter 
vomited after the administration of sulphate 
of zinc, in a case of pretended poisoning, 
and found it to answer exceedingly well." 

Baryta.— The following process, like the 
former, is, as far as it goes, entirely unex¬ 
ceptionable. There is one point, however, 
which tbe author has neglected to notice, 
and which we shall endeavour to remedy. 
Before it can be understood it is necessary 
to study the quotation itself. 

" Three compounds of this substance may 
be mentioned, the pure earth or oxide, the 
muriate or hydrocblorate, and the carbonate. 
The pure earth, however, is so little Been, 
that it ia unnecessary to describe its chemi¬ 
cal orphysiotogical properties. 

“ The carbonate of baryta is met with 
in two states. Sometimes it ia native, and 
then commonly occnffc in radiated crystal¬ 
line masses, of different degrees of coarse¬ 
ness of fibre, nearly colourless, very heavy, 
and effervescing with diluted muriatic acid. 
It is also sold in the shops iu the form of n 
flue powder of a white colour, prepared arti¬ 
ficially by precipitating a soluble anh of 
baryta with an alkaline carbonate, i t is beat 
known by its colour, insolubility in water, 
solubility with effervescence in muriatic 
8cid, nod the properties of the resulting mu¬ 
riate of baryta. 

" The muriate, or hyttrnvhloratc, is the 
most common of the compounds of this 
earth, having been for some time used in 
medicine for scrofulous and other constiiu- 
tional disorders. It is procured either l»y 
evaporating the solution of the carbonate 
in hydrochloric acid, or by decomposing a 
more common mineral tiie sulphute, by 
means of charcoal aided by heat, dissolving 
in boiling water the gulphuret so formed, 
and decomposing this sulphuret by hydro¬ 
chloric acid. It is commonly met with in 
the Shops irTegulsrly crystallized in tables. 
It has an acrid, irritating taste, is perma¬ 
nent in the air, and dissolves in two pnrt* 
and a half of temperate water. The solu¬ 
tion ia distinguished froth other sifbstincca 
by the following chemical characters. From 
«H other metallic poisons hitherto mention- 
ed, it is easily distinguished by means of 
sulphuretted hydrogen, which does not 
cause any change iu barytic solutions. From 
the alkaline and magnesian salts, it is dis¬ 
tinguished by the effects of the alkaline 
sulphate*, which do not act on the former, 
but cause in nil solutions of baryta a huuvy 
white precipitate, which is insoluble in ni¬ 
tric acid. From the hydrochlorates of lime 
and stmntin, it is to be distinguished by 
evaporating the aolution till it crystallizes. 
The crystals are known not to he hydro¬ 
chlorate ef lime, became they are net delU 
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quasccnt. The hydrocblorate of atrontia {properties of these substances, and of tbe 
(which resembles that of baryta in manyjmodo in which they may be detected, the 
properties, but which must be enrefu ly dia-; J , . _ T . , 

tiuguiihpd .. it i. poisonous) diffL “o i fT" “““•“S 1 * su “ esS uL Nol ’ r ' d ‘- 
form of the crystals, which we delicate six- j 8tandiu & the which vegetable 

sided prisms, while those of the barytic' l loi * OIiS Bre amoved beyond the reach of 
salt are four-aided tables, often truncated on ! analysis by digestion, and other causes, in 

many fatal cases opium may be detected 
by the subjoined experiments, and they aro 
equally applicable to its recognition in por¬ 
ter or other fluids of this description. 

It is necessary to premise that opium is a 
concrete vegetable exudation romposed of 
various proximate principles ; viz., morphia, 
mecoaic acid, narcotine, resin, cuoutchou. 


two opposite Bugles, sometimes on nil four, 

—by its solubility is alcohol, which does not 
take up the hydrochlorate'of baryta,—and by 
its effect on the flame of alcohol, which it 
colours rose-red, while the barytic salts 
colour it yellow. The hydrocblorate of ba- 
Tyta is known from the other soluble barytic 
salts, by the action of nitrate of silver, 
which throws down a white precipitate. 

Vegetable and animal fluids do not decam- . 
pose the solutiou of the hydrocblorate 0 f | Of these the two first ore alone 

baryta, except by reason of tho sulphates I important, as far os the process for the de- 
and carbonates, whioh most of them contain I tection of opium is concerned. They co¬ 
in small quantities. But the action ot its j exist in opium in the state of the meconate 
“T ollliougb the .alt , m m d f . wsterv infusion ot 

lias not undergone decomposition. In that! , . !. , . • , . . 

case the most convenient method of analysis j “ co 10 lc B0 * utl011 the first may be precipi- 
is to add a little nitric acid, which will dia- tated by ammonia, and the second by tho 


solve any carbonate of baryta that may have 
been formed,—to filter anti then throw down 
the whole baryta in the form of sulphate, 
by means of the. sulphate of soda, and to 
collect the precipitate, and calcine it with 
charcoal for half an hour in a platinum spoon 
or earthen crucible, according to the quan¬ 
tity. A sulphuret of baryta will thus be 

S rocured, which is to be dissolved out by 
oiling water, and decomposed after filtra¬ 
tion by muriatic acid. A pure solution is 
thus easily procured.” 

The omission we have' alluded to con¬ 
sists in this, that Dr. Chrisiisou overlooks 
the effect of the antidote, viz,, sulphate of 
soda or magnesia, which must be adminis¬ 
tered by the medical attendant, and which 
will convert all the soluble barytic salt into 
an insoluble sulphate. Dr. (.'hristison’s 
process, performed on vomited matter con¬ 
taining this compound, will not afi'ord a trace 
of the pgisoti. We would, therefore, pro-i 
pose to dry the suspected snbstunce, aud 
Lest it to redness in a silver or platinum 
crucible for half on hour. Iu this way the 
carbon of the organic animal or vegetable 
matters reduces tbe sulphate to the slate of 
sulphuret, a compound soluble in dilute mu- 
riatio acid, with disengagement of sulph. 
hydrogen gas. The filtered fluid may then 
be examined uecording to the properties of 
the earth described in the preceding extract. 
The next poison we arrive at is 
Opium, and its alkaloid principle, mor¬ 
phine.—In Lis description of tho chemical 


subacetate of lend, the meconate of lead 
being thrown down, which, when decom¬ 
posed by sulphuretted hydrogen, sets free 
the meconic acid:— 

_ “ (if the Tests for Meconic stciit. —Weco- 
nic acid, as procured by evaporation, is in 
little scales of a pale-brown or yellowish 
tint, being rendered so by adhering resin or 
extractive matter, from which it has hitherto 
been found impossible to free it altogether. 
1. When heated ,iu a tube, it is partly de¬ 
composed and partly suhlimed, and the sub¬ 
limate condenses in filamentous radiated 
crystals. 2. When dissolved even in a very 
large quantity of water, the solution acquires 
an intense cherry-red colour, with the per- 
muriate of iron; the sublimed crystals have 
the same property: only one other acid is 
■o affected, namely, the aulpho-cyanic, a 
very rare substance. 3. Its solution gives 
a pale-green precipitate with the sulphate 
of copper, and, if tbe precipitate is not too 
abundant, it ia dissolved by boiliug, but re¬ 
appears on cooling. 

“ Of the Tests for Mortihia. —Morphia, 
when pure, is in small, beautiful, white 
crystals. Various forms have been ascribed 
to them ; but in the numerous crystalliza¬ 
tions 1 have made, it has always'assumed 
the form of a flattened liexangular prism. 
It has a bitter taste, but no smell. A gentle 
heat melts it, and if the fluid mass is then 
ullowed to cool, a crystalline radiated sub¬ 
stance is formed. A stronger heat reddens 
and then clmrs the fused mass, white fumes 
of a peculiar odour are disengaged, and at 
last the mass kindles aud burns brightly. 
Morphia is very little soluble iu water. It 
it more soluble ia ether. But its proper 

3 F 2 
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solvents are alcohol, or the diluted acids, 
mineral as well as vegetable. Its alcoholic 
solution is intensely bitter, and has anal* 
knline reaction. From its solutious in the 
acids, cryatalliaable salts may be procured, 
and morphia may be separated by the supe¬ 
rior affinity of any of the inorganic alkalies, 
more particularly by ammouia. Morphia 
becomes instantly orange-red when treated 
with nitric acid. When suspended in water, 
and then treated with a drop or two of the 
permuriate of iron, it is dissolved, and forms 
a dirty indigo-blue solution. A concen¬ 
trated solution in acetic acid is similarly 
acted on. - - - - - 

“ Of the Process for detecting Opium in 
mixed fluids and colours.— Having stated 
these particulars of the chemical bistory of 
opium and its chief component ingredients, 
I shall now describe what has appeared to 
me the most delicate and satisfactory me- 
•thod of detecting it in a mixed state. 
1. If there is any solid matter it >s to be 
cut into small fragments, water is to be 
added if necessary, then a little acetic acid 
sufficient to render the mixture acidulous, 
and when the whole mass has been well 
stirred and has stood a few minutes, it is to 
be filtered end evaporated at a temperature 
somewhat below ebullition to the consist¬ 
ence of a moderately thick syrup. To this 
extract strong alcohol is to be gradually 
added, care being taken to break down any 
coagulum which may be formed; aud after 
ebullition and cooling, the alcoholic solution 
is to be filtered. The solution roust theu 
be evaporated to the consistence of a thin 
syrup, and the residuo dissolved in distilled 
water and filtered anew. 2. Add now the 
solution of Bubacetale of lead os long as it 
causes precipitation, filter and wash. The 
filtered fluid contains the morphia, and the 
precipitate on the filter contains meconic 
aeid united with the oxide of lead. 3. The 
fluid part is to be treated with sulphuretted 
hydrogen to throw down any lead which 
may remain in solution. It is then to be 
filtered while cold, and evaporated suffi¬ 
ciently in a vapour-bath. If, notwithstand¬ 
ing the action of the salt of lead and that 
of the sulphuretted -hydrogen, the liquid is 
considerably coloured, the colour most be 
doslroyed by filtering it through animal 
charcoal. The solution thus eventually pro¬ 
cured is to be subjected to the tests for mor¬ 
phia formerly mentioned; and when the 
quantity is very small, the tests which, 
ought to be chosen are—the taste, the ac¬ 
tion of perchloride of iron on the fluid, and 
the action of nitric acid on the residue of iis 
evaporation. 4. It is useful, however, toi 
separate the meconic acid also; because, as j 
its properties are more delicate, 1 have re¬ 
peatedly been able to detect it satisfactorily, 
w hen I did not feel satisfied with the result 


of the search for morphia. Dr. Ure made 
the same remark in biB evidence on the trial 
of Stewart aud his wife. He detected the 
meconic acid, but could not separate the 
morphia. Suspend, therefore, in a little 
water the precipitate caused by the aubace- 
tate of lead; transmit sulphuretted hydro¬ 
gen till the whole precipitate is blackened; 
filter immediately without boiling; then 
boil, and if necessary filter a second lime. 
A great deal of the impurities thrown down 
by the subacetate of lead will be separated 
with the sulphuret of lend, and the meconic 
acid is dissolved. But it requires in general 
farther purification, which is best attained 
by again throwing it down with subneetate 
of lead, and repeating the steps of the pre¬ 
sent paragraph. The fluid is now to be con¬ 
centrated by evaporation, and subjected to 
the tests for moronic -acid, more particularly 
to the action of perchloride of iron, when 
the quantity is small. If there is evidently 
a considerable quantity of acid, a portion 
should be evaporated till it yields crystal¬ 
line scales, which have always a yellowish 
tint; and these are to be heated in a tube 
to procure the arborescent crystalline sub¬ 
limate formerly described. About a sixth 
of a grain of meconic acid, however, is re¬ 
quired to try the latter test conveniently." 

Before we leave opium we may remark 
that in Dr. A. T. Thomson’s Conspectus of 
the Pharmacopoeia:, appendix on poisons, wo 
find its chemical properties noticed thus,— 
" Opium.—' Test, none, if we except the 
peculiar and familiar odour of the drug.’’— 
We need offer no remarks on this strange 
assertion. 

Closely allied to the foregoing iu chemical 
properties is the 

Nux-Vomica, and its alkaloid strych¬ 
nine, for the detection of which we find the 
following process recommended*: - 

u Tests of Nu.C'f ’oinu a. —Nux-voiuica, 
the most common of the species, i» a flat, 
roundish kernel, hardly an inch in diameter, 
of a yellowish or greenish-brown, colour, 
and covered with short silky hairs. In pow¬ 
der it !ms n dirty greenish-gray colour, mi 
intensely bitter taste, mid an odour like 
powder of liquorice. 1 1 inflames on burning 
charcoal, arid when treated with aitric acid 
acquires an orange-red colour, which is 
destroyed by the audition of protochloride 
of tin. Its infusion also is turned orange- 
red by nitric acid, and precipitates grayish- 
white with tincture of galls. Orfila and 
Jlarruel bare made some experiments on 
the mode of detecting it in the Btomach, and 
the following is the plan recommended by 
them The contents of the stomach, or tM 
powder, if it can be separated, must bo 
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boiled in water acidulated with sulphuric 
acid. The liquid after filtration is neutra¬ 
lized with carbonate of lime, aud then eva¬ 
porated to dryneBs. The dry mass is then 
acted on with successive portions of alcohol, 
and evaporated to the consistence of a thin 
syrup. The product has an intensely bitter 
taste, precipitates with ammonia, becomes 
deep orange-red with nitric acid, and will 
sometimes deposit crystals of strychnia on 
standing two or three days. These experi¬ 
ments it is important to remember, because, 
contrary to what takes place in regard to the 
vegetable poisons generally, tiux- vomica is 
very often found in the stomachs of those 
poisoned with it.” 

We have ■now arrived at the last of Dr. 
Christisnn’s processes, nnmely that for the 
detection of • 

Hydrocyanic Acid. —The author’s de¬ 
scription here is exceedingly good, and ad¬ 
mits of no condensation % 

“ The testBfor the hydrocyanic acid have 
been lately examined by M. Laasaigne of 
Haris, by Dr. Turner of London, and by 
Professor Orfilu. They are, its odour, the 
salts of copper, the salts of the protoxide of 
iron, and nitrate of silver. The peculiar 
odour of the acid is a very characteristic 
and delicate test of its presence. Accord¬ 
ing to Oriila, the smell is perceptible when 
no chemical reagent is delicate enough to 
detect it. Hut 1 must observe, that I have 
known some persons who were nearly in- 
sensible of any smell, even in a specimen 
which was tolerably strong. Hence when 
the odour is resorted to as a test, it ought 
to be tried by several persons. The sul¬ 
phate of copper forms with hydrocyanic 
acid, when rendered alkaliue with a little 
pnluss, a greenish precipitate, which be¬ 
comes nearly white, on the addition of a 
little hydrochloric acid. The purpose of the 
hydrochloric acid is to redissolve some 
oxide of copper thrown down by the potass. 
The precipitate is theu the cyanide of cop¬ 
per. Tills test, according to Lassaigne, 
will act on the poison when dissolved in 
20,000 parts of water. But as the precipi¬ 
tate is not coloured, the test is an insigni¬ 
ficant one compared with the next. If the 
acid is rendered alkaline by potass, the salts 
of the protoxide of iron produce a grayish- 
green precipitate, which, on the addition of 
a little sulphuric acid, becomes of a deep 
Prussian-blue colour. The common green 
vitriol answers very well for this purpose. 
The salts of the peroxide of iron will also 
often answer, because, unless carefully pre¬ 
pared, they are never altogether free of 

rotoxide. But, contrary to what is stated 

y Lnssaigne,—by MM. Thenard, Vauque- 
U», and Magendje, the reporters of the 


Academy on bis paper, and still more re¬ 
cently by Orfila, the salts of the pure per¬ 
oxide of iron have no such effect. They 
cause with the potass a brownish precipi¬ 
tate, which is redissolved on the addition of 
Bulphuric acid, leaving the solution limpid. 
ThesB errors have been rectified by Dr. 
Turner, who also Bhows, contrary to tho 
statements of Laasaigne, that the protosul¬ 
phate ofiron is a more delicate test than the 
sulphate of copper. This I have also had 
occasion to remark. 

“ The nitrate of silver is considered by 
Professor Orfila a very delicate and charac¬ 
teristic reagent for hydrocyanic acid. A 
while precipitate is produced in a very di¬ 
luted solution; and this precipitate is dis¬ 
tinguished from the other whito salts of sil¬ 
ver, by being insoluble in nitric acid at 
ordinary temperatures, but easily soluble 
in that acid at its boiling temperature. A 
more characteristic property is, that the 
precipitate when dried and heated emits 
cyanogen gas, which is easily known by the 
beautiful rose-red colour of its flame. Some¬ 
times it is necessary to determine the strength 
of diluted hydrocyanic acid, because, on ac¬ 
count of its tendency to decomposition, 
doubts may be entertained whether a mix¬ 
ture which contains it is strong enough to 
be dangerously poisonous. According to 
Orfila, the best method of ascertaining the 
strength either of a pure solution or of a 
mixture in syrup, is to throw down the 
acid with the nitrate of silver and dry the 
precipitate ; a hundred parts of which cor¬ 
respond to 20.3:1 of pure hydrocyanic ncid. 
j “ Process for mixed fluids .—Some im¬ 
portant observations have been lately made 
by AIM. Leu ret and Lassaigne on the effect 
of mixing animal matters with hydrocyanic 
acid. The most material of their results are, 
that if the body of an animal poisoned with 
the acid ia left unburied for three daye, the 
poison can no longer be detected ; and that 
if it is buried within twenty-four hours, the 
poison may be found after a longer interval, 
but never after eight days. The reason is, 
either that the acid is volatilized, or thut it 
is decomposed. For detecting the poison in 
mixed fluids, Orfila has lately advised the 
following process. The fluid niBy be treated 
with animal charcoal without'heat. The 
colour being thus generally destroyed, the 
tests will sometimes act as usual. Or, 
without this preparation, a slip of bibulous 
paper moistened with pure potass, may be 
immersed in the suspected fluid for u few 
minutes, and then touched with a solution of 
sulphate ofiron; upon whioh the usual blue 
colour will be produced on the paper. If 
neither of these methods should answer, the 
fluid is to be distilled. Distillation of the 
fluid ia, on the whole, the best mode of pro¬ 
cedure. It wu proposed some time before 
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by Laisaigne and Leuret for detecting the I: 
poison in the stomach after death. The 
ate pa of their process, which appears to raej 
the beat yet proposed, are as fallows:—The 
contents after filtration are to be neutralised 
with sulphuric acid if they are alkaliue, in 
order to fix the ammonia which may have 
been disengaged by putrefaction ; the pro* 
duct is then to be distilled from a vapour* 
bath, till an eighth part haa passed over into 
the receiver; and the distilled fluid is to be 
tested with the proto-sulphate of iron in the 
usual way. My this process l^assaigne could 
delect tile poison in a cat or dog killed by 
twelve drops, and examined twenty-four 
nr forty-eight hours after dentil. But Dr. 
Schubarth has objected to it,—and the same 
objection will apply to every process in 
which heat is used,-—that hydrocyanic acid 
may be formed during the distillation by the 
decomposition of animal matter. His ob¬ 
jection, however, appears only to rest on 
conjecture, or presumption at farthest; and 
1 doubt whether, supposing the distillation 
to go on slowly in the vapour-bath, the heat 
is sufficient to'bring about the requisite de¬ 
composition. The force of the objection 
must be decided by future researches.” 

The process recommended above by Or- 
fila deserves attention, on account of the 
serious fallacies to which it exposes the in¬ 
experienced analyst. Paper moietened with 
potash produces by itself, with the solution 
of sulphate of iron, a bluish-green stain, so 
like that caused by prussic acid, that it will 
certainly deceive any inexperienced exam¬ 
iner. This stain is the bydreted protoxide 
of iron, and may be distinguished from the 
hydroeyanate by exposure to the air for a 
few minutes, when, if the first, it continues 
blue, or even deepens in that colour; if the 
second, it attracts oxygen.rapidly from the 
air, and changes into the red peroxide or 
iron mould, as it is popularly termed. 

Another point well deserving of exami¬ 
nation, is the question of the spontaneous 
generation of prussic acid during the heat¬ 
ing of animal matters. We have some 
grounds for supposing that Schubarth’s 
speculations are well founded, and for be¬ 
lieving that the acid may even be formed os 
a product of putrefaction at ordinary tem¬ 
peratures. 

In our next Number we shall, as an ad¬ 
dition to this series of processes, describe 
an improved method by which iron may be 
recognised, and its quantity estimated in 
malt liquors. We shall also state the method 
of detecting bismuth, a poison which has 


I recently occasioned some fatal accidents, 
and for which we find no process recom- 
| mended by our author; nnd, lastly, we shall 
take into consideration the several antidotes 
which produce a cure by the influence of 
chemical decompositions. 

•my . ini..... 

ON THE RECENT W9COVF.RV or 

COPPER IN ORGANIC MATTERS, 

CONSIDERED IVITII RESPECT TO CASKS or 

POISON!NO, OR THE ADULTERATIONS OP 

FOOD. 

(Read before the ff'estminsUr Medical 
Society, Saturday, March ;>.) 

By W. B. O'Suauounesby, M.D . 

Tin. manifest importance of the subject 
to which I have taken the liberty of request¬ 
ing the attention of this Society, will l trust 
relieve me from the imputation of consum¬ 
ing their valuable time in idle and profitless 
speculations. An inquiry into the medico¬ 
legal value of chemical evidence in deciding 
on the presence of any deleterious substance 
in a suspected compound, no matter whnt 
the poison may be, must, if properly con¬ 
duced, be attended with a ccrtuiu degree 
of advantage to the public remotely, and 
more immediately to the medical profession. 
The interest uf the inquiry is of course pro¬ 
portionate to the virulence of ihe destruc¬ 
tive agent, and in this respect the prepara¬ 
tions of copper undoubtedly occupy a very 
prominent place. 

Jn the brief remarks which I pioeeed to 
offer, I mean entirely to restrict myself to 
the value of chemical evidence in deciding 
oo. cupreous poisoning or adulteration. 
With the semeiologv or pathology of these 
eases, I shall not interfere, partly because 
these subjects huve already been investi¬ 
gated with un ability and precision which 
scarcely admit of any improvement, but 
principally that 1 should not district atten¬ 
tion from a point in itself of sufficient im¬ 
portance. Moreover, for many reasons, 
chemical evidence of poisoning constitutes u 
distinct anti insulated subject; for example, 
it not unfrrquently happens, that from the 
unfortunate lack of anulytic habits in tlm 
general body of practitiouers, a suspected 
substance is sent from a distance for analysis, 
in which case the examiner is usually un¬ 
aided by the history of the case in arriving 
at his conclusions. A^ain, in cases which 
do not prove fatal, os in feigned or imputed 
poisoning, or iu accidents from spoiled food, 
or in casual concurrent vomitings or sporadic 
cholera .in individuals, the chemicul analysis 

is almost of exclusive importune?. Lastly, 
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anil yet he hid experienced no aign of car* 
diac disease. My colleague had carefully 
I examined him, and no symptom of cardiac 
disease had been detected, nor had the man 
nrade the slightest complaint that could be 
referred to the heart, and yet the cohesion 
must have been of long standing, However, 
the cohesion of the pericardium in this par- 
titular case, illustrates another, fact, that 
where there is organic cardiac disease, a# the 
result of inflammation ; where the internal 
membrane, for instance, is diseased from 
previous inflammation, the pericardium is 
generally affected also. Here there is con¬ 
siderable valvular disease, os I will show 
you, of the membrane within, and the cohe¬ 
sion of the pericardium without. I presume 
that pericarditis existed at one time, and had 
glued the two portions of the pericardium to¬ 
gether. 

1 have mentioned over and over again, 
that 1 believe the greater number of diseases 
which occur in the hearts of young persona, 
that is, iu persons not past the prime of life, 
begin as inflammations, and inflammations, 
too, of the pericardium. That appears to 
have been the case here. There was no 
pericardial cavity externally to the heart, 
for the pericardium cohered at every point. 

The part which I now show you, is the 
left ventricle laid open. Here are the aortic 
valves, rather thickened; but the mitral 
valve is the seat of great disease, thickened, 
cartilaginous, and ossilied. The two portions 
of which the valve consists, are completely 
grown up together nil around, and form 
u pouch. Thai portion of the interuul mem- 
hrutu*. of the heart which proceeds from the 
aortic valves to form the mitral valve, 
which you see is continuous, is diseased,— 
grown up together into the form of a pouch. 
The opening of the valve js here necessarily 
rather smaller than it should be. It is not, 
however, by any means so reduced as you 
frequently see it. The aortic valves are also 
thickened and fleshy to the feel. Notwith¬ 
standing the opening of the mitral valve is 
necessarily diminished, it is by no means so 
diminished as in many cases 1 could show 
you. Here it is from hpueath, and hero you 
see it from behind. Instead of opening 
immediately forward, there is a sort of 
channel from a cohesion, a growing up of 
the two leaves of the valve. There is ossi- j 
licalion bore of the valve; and the bone is 
very well seen if you look at the valve from 
the.’auricle. It has been deposited. os usual, j 
under the lining membrane. The bare bone 
here lias been iu contact with the blood, the 
internal membrane having given way and 
exposed it. 

I have said that frequently the diminution 
of the opening is more considerable than 
what you have just seen, and here is a spe¬ 
cimen of the Biuue disease precisely, where 


the opening is much more reduced. You 
see the pouch-like appearance of the mitral 
valve; the opening here is very inconsider¬ 
able ; I should say it is not more thsn a third 
or a quarter of its natural dimensions. Here 
is another instance of the same effect, which 
uitfertunately is very common ; you see the 
offering from the left auricle behind into 
the left ventricle. It is well to look at 
these things, because I know that many 
persons who sre not in the habit of opening 
hearts do not easily discover what is dis¬ 
ease und what is not. Persons easily fall 
out'of the wav of detecting morbid appear¬ 
ances in the distractions of private practice. 
Although this is familiar and common to 
us, yet when persons are not in the habit 
of opening hearts, there is great difficulty 
in detecting even considerable morbid ap¬ 
pearances. Here is a third specimen of the 
same thing. 

When it is in the very highest degree, 
as you notice it here, the opening is a mere 
chink; you would hardly suppose this to 
be the mitral valve; the blood must have 
had extreme difficulty in passing through, 
and the patient could not have lived a 
moment, if the disease had become more 
intense than in this specimen. The man 
from whom this was taken came to the 
hospital in a dying state, and died before 
the end of the week; you will find these 
appearances in accordance with the account 
I have given to the public. It is the sub¬ 
ject of my second engraving. I have said, 
that 

“ In the natural state the valves are trans¬ 
lucent, fine, and flexible; when the subject 
of chronic inflammation, they become opaque 
aud yellowish, thick ami rigid. These 
changes are seen in dead subjects in various 
degrees, and may he considerable without 
reaching such b point as sensibly to disturb 
function.” You cannot tell by any sign, 
during life, that a valve is much’thickencd or 
opaque, or even diseased in any way ; you 
can only say there is an impediment to the 
passage of the blood. If a valve is ever so 
much diseased, aud does not afford impedi¬ 
ment to the passage of the blood, or cease 
to prevent its retrogression, it is impossible 
for any one to tell before death that it is 
diseased ; it is only a change that impedes 
function which con be discovered, which 
obstructs the course or ceases to prevent 
regress. 

•* Their progress (I continue) also ad¬ 
vances with various degrees of celerity. 
The surface of the valve may retaiu its 
smoothness, though frequently we observe 
aspentips from excrescence or deposition.'’ 

In this preparation the valve, for exam¬ 
ple, retains its smoothness ; it is particu¬ 
larly smooth, whereas in the heart 1 now 
show you the valve has numerous aspen- 
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ties from deposition. This is the esse with 
all the valves ; sometimes they are perfectly 
smooth, very hard, and thickened; in other 
cases they grow rough. 

“ The induration varies in different pointB, 
so that one portion is partly translucent, 
while another is not only opaque and rigid, 
but even bony.” That is the case hare. 
There is a spot here which is translucent, 
quite smooth and thin, while in another 
part of the same valve it is not only opaque 
and rigid, but even bony ; it varies in differ¬ 
ent points. 

«* The induration at length amounts to 
cartilage, and the part creaks when cut* 
the last stage i.« complete ossification. As 
the thickening and induration proceed, the 
opening becomes narrow, both from the 
thickening of the edges and from the ap¬ 
proach of the portions of the valves towards 
each other.” The mere thickening of the 
edges will of course lessen the opening, but 
the opening is lessened also from another 
circumstance, namely,as the valves approach 
each other they become rigid, and will not 
yield to the stream of blooa, 

“ The several portions of the tricuspid 
and bicuspid or mitral valves grow up 
completely into a membrane with a very 
small aperture in its centre.” Here you 
see they have grown up completely into u 
membrane with an aperture in its centre. 
I have not an instance of it in the tricuspid 
valve, for disease in the tricuspid valve ia 
comparatively very rare. 

“ And this aperture is sometimes, as 
seen from the ventricle, and generally when 
viewed from the auricle, not circular but 
longitudinal, a mere slit. When teen even 
from the ventricle it ia sometimes longitu¬ 
dinal ; in this specimen the aperture, as 
seen from the ventricle, is longitudinal; 
sometimes, however, it is round, as is here 
seen, but generally when viewed from the 
auricle it is not circular, but longitudinal. 
If you look, in the present instance, at it 
from the auricle, it is not circular but lon¬ 
gitudinal; and if you look at any of the 
preparations I have shown you from the 
auricle, you will find the openings of that 
shape.” 

In many cases it is a mere slit. Respect¬ 
ing the particular longitudinal form,—-the 
crescent form of it, and the direction of that 
crescent, as far as 1 know, the observation 
was made first by Mr. Adam of Ireland ; 
and that gentleman remarks that this slit is 
usually of a crescent form, with the con- 
cavity towards the root of the aorta, and the 
convexity backwards. Now, you observe 
here that the concavity is towards the root 
of the aorta, and the convexity backwards. 
Mr. Adam's remark I believe to be perfect¬ 
ly uccurate. The aorta is nearer the septum 
than the opening of the mitral valve, aud 


you see the concave paTt of the slit towards 
the root of the aorta, and its convexity back* 
i wards. * 

I have said—“And the extension of tlu 
; valvular membrane is sometimes so con¬ 
siderable that it appears to project into tho 
ventricle in the form of a pouch or a funnel.” 
This the French have described. “ The 
semilunar valves stand firm and convex, us 
if distended by Tepletion of their sacs, and 
grow up so as to leave only a small round or 
triangular opeuing in their middle.” Iu 
this preparation which I have already shown 
you, here is the aorta and its three semilunar 
valves ; they have grown up so as to leave 
a tricornered opening. You see that this 
preparation exemplifies what I mentioned 
of the valves affording an impediment to tho 
fluid,from becoming so rigid that they cannot 
get out of the way. You see that their con¬ 
vexity is just as if they were distended with 
wool. When the impediment to the pro¬ 
gress of blood is considerable, 1 Imve said 
“ the auricle behind is usually dilated and 
sometimes attenuated, sometimes of its 
natural thickness, sometimes, though rarely, 
thickened. Whether it be an auriculo-vou- 
tricular opening ora ventriculo-arterial, this 
effect is the same. Occasionally, when a 
ventriculo-arterial opening is narrowed, the 
ventricle behind is dilated or thickened, or 
both ; but frequently this is not the cose. 
The auricles suffer from being muscular to 
only a certain extent, and throughout of only 
insignificant thickness compared with the 
ventricles.” Now, in this instance, behind 
the diseased spot the auricle is very much 
dilated,—much larger than it ought to be. 
It is not, however, through an impediment 
necessarily of the mitral opening that tho 
left auricle will become dilated, if the ob¬ 
struction is at the mouth of the aorta, still 
the auricle will often become dilated just 
as if it were at the auriculo-ventricu^ar open¬ 
ing, and that ia the case in the present in¬ 
stance ; sometimes you will see that it is the 
right auricle that Buffers dilatation, though 
the obstruction be at the mitral valve, or 
even at the mouth of the aorta ; at so great 
a distance will obstruction produce dicta¬ 
tion, 

'The adhesive process exterior to the heart 
frequently binds down the proper auricles, 
so that they cannot be discovered till torn 
up. That is the caae here, though the sinus 
of the left auricle is greatly dilated. 

Let us now consider the symptoms in this 
case. In the heart there wus heard u very 
loud cleor sound after the pulse, just when it 
is supposed by Laennec that the auricles con¬ 
tract. T his loud and clear sound not only was 
heard after the pulse immediately, and was 
I followed by a pauso, hut it was heard loud¬ 
est at the upper part of the cardiac region ; 

| that is, where tbo auricles are situated, (if 
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this there could be do doubt: it was beard 
by several gentlemen as well as myself, and 
mmong others by a physician who is very 
familiar with auscultation, and he was very 
mch struck with the loudness of the sound 
in\he auricular region immediately after 
the pulse; he concluded with me that of 
course the auricle would be found dilated, 
smd so you see it is. After this loud dear 
sound came a pause. 

Some difference of opinion exists as to the 
time of the contraction of the auricle; some 
maintain that it takes place immediately after 
the contraction of the ventricles, some im¬ 
mediately befor^. Now, I do not mean to 
mnke any positive assertion on the point, 
but one reason why I think Laennec is right, 
is this, that the sound ascribed by him to 
the auricle), is loudest in the situation of 
the auricles,—that affords a great probability 
that he was right. Here was a case of dila¬ 
tation of one auricle, and the sound was 
particularly loud in the situation of one of 
the auricles, and occurred after the pulse 
and the heart’s stroke. 

Respecting, however, the other sound— 
the sound that took place when the pulse 
occurred, it must have arisen from an ob¬ 
struction to the blood leaving the left ven¬ 
tricle oil its way into the aorta. Now, 1 
think you will see clearly that though the 
disease was here chiefly in the initial valve, 
the aortic valves being only slightly thick¬ 
ened, not sufficiently to cause our impedi¬ 
ment, yet it is evident that the disease iu 
the mitral valves must have greatly impeded 
the How of blood from the left ventricle into 
the aorta. I do not know that this has ever 
been attended to, but there being a great 
deposit of bone midwny between the root or 
ring of the mitral valve, and its edge, there 
is a great projection of bone from the out¬ 
side. of the pooch of the mitral valve into 
the left ventricle, below the aortic valves, 
and this must have presented a very con¬ 
siderable impediment to the exit of the 
blood from the left ventricle. If 1 bring 
the cut portion of the ventricle together, you 
will find it difficult or impossible to pass your 
finger from the aorta into the left ventricle, 
or the reverse; that you meet, with great dif¬ 
ficulty from this bony, solid, immoveable, 
side of the mitral waive, though from no dis¬ 
ease of the aortic valves ; your finger paases 
thorn easily. The bony valve, stands out into 
the left ventricle just there, and must huve 
occasioned great obstruction duriug life. 

I do uot recollect to have seen this noticed 
any-where,—the circumstance of disease of 
n valve of one aperture, affecting a different 
aperture; indeed the obstruction is not 
really of the aortic opening, but just before 
it. This quantity of bone offered no impe¬ 
diment at all to the progress of the blood 
through the mitral valve; for the deposi¬ 


tion has taken place in an outward direction, 
and caused the pouch of the mitral valve to 
be permanently extended. This shows the 
truth of what I said before; that ausculta¬ 
tion will not tell you wbat valve is diseased, 
or how much it is diseased, or whether any 
valve is diseased at all j it will only tell you 
ihtjt there is an obstruction, and where that 
obfttnwtion is, but not what that obstruc¬ 
tion arises from. 1 recollect having had two 
persons under my care, with a strong bel- 
iows-sound at the moment of the pulse, and 
in both instance* loudest in the right half of 
the cardiac region, and not in the left. I of 
course concluded there was an impediment 
to the blood from the heart into the pulmo- 
nary artery, which is a very rare occurrence. 
On opening the parts, the pulmonary urtery 
was sound—the valves perfectly sound; but 
there was a mass of cartilage extending 
from the pericardium down into the sub¬ 
stance of tiie heart, and pressing on the right 
ventricle just below the origin of ihe pul¬ 
monary artery, precisely where this mass of 
bone does iu tbe left ventricle. The only 
difference between the cases was, that in 
tue others there was a mass of cartilage in 
tbe substance of tbe heart, encroaching 
upon the right ventricle, impeding the pas¬ 
sage of the blood ; and here it is the mitral 
valve become bony, and encroaching upon 
the left ventricle, close to the spot of the 
blood's exit. It is impossible to force the 
finger from the aorta into the body of the 
ventricular cavity, and the bellows-sound at 
the moment of the pulse is fully explained. 
The disease of the mitral valve has also cer¬ 
tainly lessened its opening, but not very 
considerably, as tbe chief disease is not 
towurds its edge; and the auriculo-ventricu- 
lar openings are in health so much larger 
than the ventriculo-arterial, that they will 
bear some reduction without any impedi¬ 
ment to the flow of blood, and without bel- 
lows-sound. Whereas the ventriculo-arte¬ 
rial openings being smaller, afforded impedi¬ 
ment and bellows-sound, from the least loss 
of their proportion to the cavity of the ven¬ 
tricles. 

You see that the disease has not been con¬ 
fined to the heart, but has extended to the 
aorta. Here are points and patches of yel¬ 
lowish substnnee under the inner coat of the 
aorta, which would have been followed by 
ulceration of it, or have become bony. In the 
latter case, tbe inner coat would then have 
given way, and the blood would have rushed 
over tbe bare bone, ns it must have done iu 
the interior of the mitral valve. 

A circumstance noticeable here, and which 
you will observe in many diseases of the 
heart, was, that some little time before death, 
little or no bellows-sound wus to be beard, 
nor was there any strong impulse of the 
heart. When the person becomes very much 
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enfeebled, the blood is impelled with such 
slight force from the different cavities of the 
heart, that the opening, though diminished, 
is nearly large enough for the passage of the 
quantity of blood that has to escape, and 
little or no bellovs-aound is heard; aud often 
when the hypertrophy is considerable, you 
will just before death by no means find the 
impulse strong; so that if you had not made 
examinations earlier, you could not say the 
penon was labouring under hypertrophy of 
the heart, at least not soy bo positively. 

GASTRITIS. 

There were aotoe patients presented. 
Gentlemen, «mongst whom were three 
women, and one of those had laboured un¬ 
der gastritis. The patient's name was Mary 
Turner, aged 22, and she had been ill four 
days. She came here on account of pleuri¬ 
tic it wns said, and I was desired to see her 
on account of pleurisy. On examining her, 

I found that she had no sharp pains about 
the chest; she had experienced these, she 
said, before she came in, hut on examining 
they were not then present. She had great 
pain at the epigastrium, increased on pres¬ 
sure. It was very tender, and there was a 
burning sensation in the stomach, especially 
when she took any-thing into it. There 
was great tenderers in the left hypochon- 
drium. You will very frequently find ten¬ 
derness in the left bvpochoudrium when the 
stomach is affected, from the larger curva¬ 
ture being situated there. She had head¬ 
ed), and felt exceedingly drowsy and weak. 
Her pulse was full and soft j it was not hard 
and sharp ns it frequently is in pleuritis; hut, 
as in affections of most mucous membranes, 
it was full and soft. The tongue dry, and 
faintly brown. Though it was a case of 
gastritis, the tongue was not red at the back, 
ut the edge, or at the tip. It is by no 
means a necessary consequence when there 
19 affection of the stomach that the tongue 
should be red, cither generally or at any 
particular spot, though it frequently is so. 
She told me she ha:l been ill just in the! 
same way last year for four months. Her j 
face and neck were universally nnd deeply! 
flushed. I cured her very simply by bleed¬ 
ing her to a pint, putting her upon slops, and 
giving her a dose of castor oil every day. 
That was the whole of the treatment, and 
from being exceedingly ill she was perfectly 
well, and presented on the 17th, having 
been in exactly a fortnight. There were no j 
Hudorifics given, no uutimonials, no mer¬ 
cury—nothing nt ull but starvation, one 
free bleeding f Weeding till she fainted, and 
a pint was necessary for that purpose), and 
castor oil daily. 

l.rucoiiKirtEA.' 

There was likewise a case of leueorrhcea. 


which it may be useful to consider, SB show¬ 
ing that one treatment is not always required, 
in cases of discharge from mucous mem-/ 
branes. Leueorrhcea is very often an eifeo^ 
of mere general debility of the system, tufxl 
particularly of the vagina and uterus; But 
,it sometimes is attended with very consi¬ 
derable irritation,—even inflammation of the 
vagina, and that inflammation may extend 
to the womb. Many cases of leueorrhcea 
begin as au active inflammation of the va¬ 
gina, nnd it is impa&Bible to distinguish 
them as far ns I know from active gonorrbma 
—perfectly impossible, except that you may, 
from the situation and life of the.party, 
sometimes conceive gonorrheas to be impos¬ 
sible. In this case, I have ho doubt, it was 
inflammatory leueorrhcea; for whilst the 
woman was menstruating, she exposed 
to cold and wot. The aymptotns were, a 
frequent desire to make water, and invaria¬ 
ble relief on making it. She bad a bearing 
dowu both backwards and forwards, and a 
profuse yellow discharge from the vagina. 
She hud nausea, which is very common in 
nil affections of the womb, and the cata¬ 
menia had suddenly stopped. The hypo- 
gastrium, indeed the whole region below the 
stomach, was excessively tender, ami she 
was very' costive. Here were all the signs 
of active inflammation—great costiveness, 
great quickness of pulse, heat, and even 
pain : nnd that inflammation was undoubt¬ 
edly most in the pelvis, from the pain being 
there, and increased on pressure immedi¬ 
ately above the pubes. It of course was low 
down in the pelvis, from the bearing down 
both backwards and forwards; ami clearly 
iu the vagina or uterus, on account of tho 
profuse discharge from the vagina. 

Notwithstanding this was a case of len- 
corrhma 1 had her hied immediately to 
twenty ounces ; had her put upon slops, and 
a number of leeches were applied to (lie 
epigastrium day after day, and she was 
purged regularly with castor oil $ twenty 
leeches were put on again and again. When 
all the inflammatory symptoms were got 
the better ef (and sometime afterward they 
re-appeared, and leeches were sgfen re¬ 
quired) 1 ordered her an injection of the 
nitrate nf silver, two grains to an ounee of 
distilled waLer. She wss going on well with 
this, and I kept her on milk, when, on 
catching cold, she was seized with a relapse, 
piin and tenderness, nnd a bearing down, 
so tlmt 1 found it necessary on the 4th, aud 
again on the iltli of this month, to have re¬ 
course again to venesection. This got rid 
of the inflammatory symptoms, and nothing 
hut a profuse discharge now remained. 1 
had no hesitation in continuing the nitrate 
of silver, for it never gave her any pain; 
indeed in a short time I increased it to 
these grain* to lbs ounce, And that soarosly 
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produced tl>e least pain, hut it checked the 
diBchnrgp. She now got tip, and the dis* 
fimtge lessened so much, and she felt so 
Wng and well, that she told me she did 
nofVthink it necessary to stay here any 
longbf, and she went out, taking a quantity 
nf injection with her. I am quite sure that 
the nitrate of silver forms one of the best 
injections you can employ in these cases. 

I will not say it is better thin itny, but I 
am quite sure that it is inferior to none, and 
better than many. 

ACUTP. RHEUMATISM. 

There was a Aoman presented who eame 
in with acute rheumatism, and she had also 
pain in the chest, particularly over the re¬ 
gion of thealieart, and n dry cough. 1 had 
recourse, not to local bleeding, but to gene¬ 
ral bleeding, and vinum colchici, half a 
drachm three times a day, under which 
treatment she got well, but the case pre- J 
Rented nothing novel to you. 

There was a case of bnmchitbi, in a man, j 
sent away cured, and one of rheumatism. 
Rut the most interesting cases were,—-the 
disease of the heart, the gastritis, and the in¬ 
flammatory leucorrhmB. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 

REPLY TO A SENIOR BTUDKNl’s AfCOVNT OF 
SO MR RECENT EVENTS IN THE MEDICAL 
SCHOOL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet* 

Sim,—“ Audi alteram partem,” is so pe¬ 
culiarly characteristic qf your useful anil 
valuable journal, that 1 shall make no apn- 
logy for intruding the following observations 
upon your notice. 

Conscious, Sir, as 1 am, that any publish¬ 
ed accounts of intestine dissensions taking 
place amongst any part of the members of an 
institution (which, although rising, is but 
yet in its infancy) must be detrimental to 
its iutelh>st, 1 should have been the last per¬ 
son to open a correspondence on the sub¬ 
ject which occupied the pages of your last 
Number Rut the lists having been entered, 
the gauntlet thrown down, 1 lose no time ih 
accepting the challenge, and I hare no 
doubt of being able to prove the party feel¬ 
ing, and incorrectness, oT at least some parts 
of 4 * the full and correct stutement” given 
by your correspondent. 

Last session, as your informant has stated, 
certain gentlemen, seventeen in number i 
believe, did mtike complaints to the Council, 
of the defective state of pan nf the austomi- 
cal instruction giren in the University of 
London. But what were those complaints f 


I They did not then pretend to say, that Pro¬ 
fessor Pattison was unable to teach any part 
of anatomy. No 1 they darted not then make 
so unblushing, so groundless a charge. The 
spirit of turbulence and disaffection had not 
then risen to such a height; it had not then 
broken down nil the mounds And bulwarks 
of decency, decorum, and respect. They 
only said Mr. Pattison had given in incom¬ 
plete course of general anatomy, which, 1 
believe, was not then much cultivated in 
sny of the metropolitan schools; that he 
had not given the descriptive anatomy of 
the viscera and some other organs, in a suf¬ 
ficiently comprehensive manner. Whether 
there wa9 or was not a cause for these re* 
monstrances, I will not undertake to deter¬ 
mine; but what Was the result! Why, in 
order, if possible, to satisfy even the most 
captions and discontented, Mr. Bennett was, 
at Mr. Pattison’s request, made a joint pro¬ 
fessor with him ; and in order folly to meet 
the wishes of these gentlemen, the above- 
mentioned branches were comprehended in 
Mr. Bennett's division, whilst Mr. Pattison 
continued lecturing upon that department of 
the course in which lie had given the great¬ 
est satisfaction. But the demon of mischief 
once raised, was not so easily to be exor¬ 
cised. Many of thesp same gentlemen again 
came forward, and entered their formal pro¬ 
test against the total incompetency of thpir 
Professor, and demanded his immediate ex¬ 
pulsion. What a goodly set of judges 1 1 
had, indeed, imagined nt the commence¬ 
ment of the present session, that the storm 
was finally hushed, for in a conversation I 
had with a gentleman who waa very active 
In the affair last year, he expressed himself 
quite satisfied with the new nrrnngetnentsj 
But. alas! il»e tempest, though partially 
quelled, had not finally subsided. “ A Se¬ 
nior Student” soys, " meetings were held, 
nt which no personal feeling was expressed, 
no party spirit evinced.'' Could any meet¬ 
ing he designated by such terms, when the 
opponents of the measure, the advocates for 
their Professor, were denied a hearing ? Vet 
such waa the case. At the first meeting on 
the subject, the arguments of those who 
were the friends of impartiality and order, 
the foes of injustice and confusion, were an¬ 
swered, not by calm dehate, but by noise 
and clamour, and the open modest avowal, 
“ We are determined to do it, Hnd we will 
have no opposition.” The address thus mo¬ 
destly proposed and carried, taxes Mr. Pnt- 
tison wiih “ a want of systematic arrange¬ 
ment, a superficial manner of treating the. 
connexion of parte, the commission of pal¬ 
pable uncorrected errors, a want of sufficient 
interest, and an inaptitude in cotnniuuicnt- 
ing information.” I ahull speak of these 
charges separately. 

For a refutation of the first, a plain state- 
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ment of facts will be quite sufficient for no doubt) wore foremost in the ranks; and, 
your medical Tenders. Mr. Pattison first indeed, the first resolution was proposed by 
gives us the anatomy of the bones, then the a student of this.session’s growth . Wherjr 
ligaments, next the muscles, afterwards the these gentry picked up their vast stock M 
blood-vessels, and, lastly, the nerves, if anatomical knowledge, I cannot even gums; 
this be not system, I know not the meaning nothing, however, less than a miracle cpuld, 
of the term. In rebutting the second charge, in so short a space of time, have made them 
I would merely refer any Btudent to the such critics of their professor’s abilities, 
manner in which he demonstrated the retd- ; The,tttensfqn3tyfttion of surgeon's apprentices 
live connexions of the carotid artery, and into first-ra^f i(ati»tojnists, assuredly needs the 
then state, that Professor Pattison did not aid of something iCjuite as wonderworking os 
promiso giving us the relations of parts so Harlequin’s wand. 

minutely in the first division of his course, When “ n Senior Student* 1 said the ad- 
as in the second, where he devotes his at- dress was signed by sixty students, he 
tention especially to surgical anatomy; and should also have stated thq full number at- 
I would ask any person who Las attended tending the class, which I think is ICO, 
his lectures on the bones, which ore just forty of whom immediately signed a memo- 
concluded, whether he has not amply ful- rial iu favour of their professor. Sixty stu- 
filled his pledge. dents therefore remain nentAl, many of 

The commission of palpable and unenr* whom, to iny certain knowledge, are friendly 
rected errors, is the next great crime. What to Mr. Puttison ; and >pheQ f fro® the sixty 
lecturer is there, 1 would ask, who does not | signatures, you Bubtr^ot 'those who cun 
now and then make use. of a term he does know verv little about, the merits of the 
not exactly mean ? Should a man with the case, npcl the number of those who are car- 
scrofula in his hand, call it the clavicle once ried away by the tide of inlluoucc be also 
in three times, what tyro in anatomy would considered, I think it will appear that Urn 
he deceived? Certainly, should any one be voice of the students is not so unanimous ou 
so misled, he would deserve to be so for hia bis side the question as “ A Senior Stu- 
puins. dent ” would intimate. 

The next, namely, want of sufficient inte- Your correspondent then proceeds to con- 
rest, is almost too frivolous to be mentioned, demn the feelings Professor Patlisou er¬ 
as it must he known to all, that the deacrip- hibited. on finding what was going on. Cun 
tive anatomy of the bones, muscles, &c„ is you, can auy person, wonder at a manly 
a dry study indeed. expression of indignation shown by a pro- 

But now comes the “ ne plus ultra” of fessor, on discovering that his own pupils 
accusations, “inaptitude of communicating were holding meetings to decide upon his 
information.’’ Now it seems tome, that eligibility to fill a clmir, conh-nvd upon him 
this inaptitude may attach itself qaito os by such a combination of illustrious indi- 
xeadilv to the accusers as to the accused, i viduals as compose the Council of the I ni- 
confess myself to he one of those ignora- versitv of London? Was it not natural, 
muses who do reap some benefit from the tliut, placed in so peculiar a situation, he 
lectures of our excellent Professor. True, should exert all the power vested in him ? 
J have heard some of these puissant judges Was it not perfectly justifiable in him io 
say, they were just as wise after one of his tighten the reins of scbolanit discipline as 
lectures aa before; and verily 1 believe much as lay in his power ? 1 leave it to any 
them, and with this belief is mingled no candid, unbiassed mind, to answer these 
small a portion of commiseration. question* ; and I shall he ranch surprised if 

Perhaps your readers may he convinced, the conclusions cone to will not be, that it 
that there was not that great excess of '* indituled twu feur of inquiry,” or that it 
ltindlv feeling existing, whou 1 inform them, proceeded from a wish to intimidate any 
that one of the clauses of the address at the member of his class. Irritated, vexed, 
time it was passed (though afterwards pri- hurussed, and even bearded by those whom 
vately erased) was, that the defect iv Awl he was engaged in instructing, was this the 
urticulution rendered him unlit for hia chair, time for the chairman of one of these unruly 
A more unkind and unfeeling imputation meetings, to demond a certificate of attcud- 
could not have been made. That Professor anca l Surely not! “ Nemo xnortalium om- 
l'altison does labour under a little natural nihus Loris aapit.” He must have been 
defect of utterance cannot be denied/bul no fully aware of the result of his application 
roan,with the least tincture of veracity,would before he made it. Had he waited a more 
for one moment contend, that it prevents his convenient opportunity, his errand would 
being perfectly understood. not have been bootless. 14 A Senior Stu- 

This address was certainly supported by dent” next taxes Professor Pattison with 
some gentlemen of distinguished talent, “ peremptorily ordering” the students to 
whom I was sorry to see in so had a cause; descend from the top Beats, and dwells very 
but many junior students (excellent judges much upon the reiteration of the command. 
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One would really imagine, that both the!would hove us believe that a paramount 
eyes anil ears of this gentleman were!regard for the interest of the institution 
vbleased with a very high magnifying power, j above all other considerations, induced the 
•.}ur Professor did not ** peremptorily re- measure. If such be hit feelings, thetaode 
qC^st,” The words he used were, as nearly of expressing his attachment was indeed a 
us\can recollect—" Gentlemen, may 1 re- remarkable oue. The exposure of any inter- 
queBt you will have the goodness to coroe naljarringa to the world, far from raising the 
down, and fill the lower part of the theatre establishment in which they occurred, in 
first? The greater part imtaediateJyfcom- !the public estimation, would only tend if 
plied, hut three or four .maNteunea ilieir '< possible to crush it in the dust. But l am 
places as immoveably as if they 1 were brazen I very much afraid that such praiseworthy in- 
etntues. Then follows a greit deal about tentions did not prompt the pen of your in- 
being “ ordered" to sit in a certain part of formant. Some of the agitutors in this 
the Lheatre, committing antasult upon them j revolutionary proceeding have even said in 
• ns “ men and gentlemen" and ao on. Now my hearing “ they did not cure n curse for 
whntevcr*may be the opinion respecting the -the University,” and such tvnr/n advocates 
judiciousness of Mr. I’attison’s request in ‘ would of course do all in their power to fur- 
ihe first place, there can be but oue upon ther its interests. But happily the permn- 
tlie propriety of compliance on the part of nent and triumphant succeai of the Univer- 
bis pupils; bgtif, as ** men" and as pupils airy of Loudon does not depend upon such 
they were too spirited to obey a “ row.■ lukewarm friends or disguised enemies. 
mand," as ** g&t/tkgun" they ought to have Founded bv the great advocate for liberal 
known enough (X politeness to comply with education, and established upon ibe brond 
n moderate request made in a gentlemanly basis of science, it shall, it roust, it will, 
manner. eventually overcome all obstacles. Var be 

\Y'«j read afterwards a great deal about the it from me to deny any person the right of 
determination of the student* to assert their private* judgment; it is the glorious boast of 
independence, by placing themselves in mi an Englishman; but l must, enter my pTO- 
iusulting row of defiance. Was this “ gen- test oguinat tho uuheard-of proceedings 
tlc/nunltfV Mr. Editor! it seems to me carried on during theselwst few weeks, by my 
[hat, in the present enlightened limes, stu- fellow-students. Picture to yourself, Sir, 
dents are not content with being students, an assembly of mere youths, many of w hom 
No! they must rise superior to such a vulgar I have but just commenced their medical 
station, and put themselves at any rate uponstudies, met together to decide upon the 
n par with, if they do not take precedence ‘ ability or inability of a professor w! o was 
of their instructor. Now T am of the old • engaged in teaching anatomy before many of 
fashioned opinion, that whatever the rank them had an existence. The very idea is 
in life ofn pupil may be, as long as lie if. a ; preposterous, its most prominent features 
learner, there is a broad line of demarcation are cruelty aud injustice ; for what can be 
between him arid his teacher, and that a. more unjust than for them to make anv for- 
certnin degree of respect should bo enter-1 mal decision ot all ? \Y hat more cruel than 
tained hv the former for the latter. Mr.; for them to drive a man ignoiuintnusly ifora 
IhtUisou very properly took down the I the high station be at present fills, and blast 
» antes ot these high-spirited gentry, and J l»is ** liurd-earned reputation 'tor ever, 
then sued) hissings and bootings followed, • Bat your correspondent would have the 
and such refitted behaviour was exhibited, as 1 public believe that all the tulentaud industry 
would have disgraced a boar-garden, much I of the students are ranged on his side. 1 hi* 
mote such classic ground as a Univer-jiu a decided misstatement. Our worthy 
aity. Wind followed, you will immediately; Professor can number amongst his adherents 
see, W19 only a matter of course. i many biglily-taleuiod and laborious injiyi* 

One part of the address 1 bad nearly i duals, whose uames have not been uiidistin- 
omitted ; it relates to tho desertion of the; guished at the awards of prizes, &c., in the 
students to attend unatomy elsewhere, medical classes. 

Such may bo the case to a greater extent The statement of in corn potency is com- 
than I am uwore of, but I do know some pletcly overthrown by the high testimonials 
who entered the class ofanutomy at St. Bar- Professor Pnttison brought witli him, and by 
tholomew’s, because they were attending bis great reputation as a teacher in the 
surgical practice there, and could not return -American and other schools. lor myseli 
to the lecture at the university in time, (aud perhaps 1 can lay equal claim to the 
This was before Mr. Pattison’s hour was title of a seuior student with the gentleman 
changed. upon whose observations 1 have now finish- 

And now, Sir, allow me. once more to do- ed my comments) 1 can only say that I have 
precate the motives which led to the publi- regularly attended Professor Pnttison a lec- 
cation of the nbove transaction in the pages tures for two sessions, and have alwuya 
of The Lancet. “A Senior Student" found him diligent, attentive, uad laborious 

No, 394. 



818 RELATION WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN 


in the discharge of hi* duties, and confident 
am I that any student who pays sufficient 
attention to his lectures, cannot fail of 
reaping an abundant store of anatomical 
knowledge. 

In conclusion I beg leave to state that I 
have no personal ends to gain in writing the 
above. 1 have not the honour of being even 
personally known to Professor Paulson,, 
never having had five minutes’ conversation 
with him in my life. My sole aim baa been 
to divest the circumstances of their false 
colouring, and to set the affair in its proper 
light. With regret for occupying to much 
of your valuable hebdomadal, I hare the 
honour to be your obedient servant, 

Veritas. 

University of London, 

March 7,1831. 


THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday, March 19,1831. 

The assault committed npon the members 
of the College of Surgeons, under the direc¬ 
tion of their President and Council, has 
elicited from the whole profession the most 
unqualified expressions of indignstion. Tine 


and that they had determined, even at the 
baxard of bnman life, to hold no open or free / 
discussion with men whom they had so lonig 
treated as their servile inferior*. The on- 
rage committed in the theatre of the Col¬ 
lege on Tuesday se’nnight is an event worthy 
of record-in the most important pages of the 
history of this country, for few circum¬ 
stance* have ever occurred in connexion 
with the affairs of a learned proferaiou 
more decidedly calculated to^xcite astonish¬ 
ment in the minds of informed men. If the 
despicable and self-perpetuating Council 
will take the trouble to look into their 
charter, they will find that the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Surgeons in London is a body corpo¬ 
rate, consisting of President, Council, and 
Commonalty, or members, sad that the 
PROPERTY of the College belongs to 

THESE THRER ESTATES. Well, theft, th*le 

tyrannical ruffians hive the impudence to 
assert that the members who form the im¬ 
mense majority of the corporation, have no 
right to discuss quietly in their own theatre 
a subject relating to the interests of an im- 


extent of the pernicious and horrible power portent portion of their brethren! Further, 
enjoyed by the Council is now fully under- will these impudent upstarts have the un- 
Stood by the profession and the public, paralleled folly and impudence to asrort, 
thoagh not, it would Seem, by the Pre- that the member* have not h right to enti r 
aident and the Council, who appoar to the College at any period of the day, so 
be somewhat deficient in this respect, as thnt they do not interrupt the performance 
limy will finders long that they have ex- of those public duties which the College was 
ceeded moat unwarrantably the legitimate designed to execute ? I file members choose 
bounds of their authority. Many are the to take possession of the College, ami turn 
unsuspecting and kind-hearted creature* the present occupants into the street—if 
Who Imre believed (hat Ibe Council in pub- they choose to lead the fellowa igit hihI 
linking their restrictive regulations hate throw them into the Thames, hnw could the 
Wen influenced rather by error* of jndg- junto proceed against the members), except 
ment, than by improper feelings towards by an action of ejectment ? True it is that 
the profeaeion and the public. But this the charter sanctions the self-electing prin- 
delonon now So lodger exists, one feeling cipte by which the members of the College 
every-where prevails, and it fs universally sre placed in their offices ; and, further, tie* 
acknowledged that the President and Coun- j dares that llio President and Council are 
«il have intentionally treated the members'empowered to make by-laws for the goiern- 
witb the grossest insults, have passed the;ment and regulation of the College; hut 
moet restrictive and infamous regulations for the charter does not declare that the pro* 
adjusting the payments made by students, j parly ef the Cailega belong* to the govern* 



THE COUNCIL AND MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE. 819 


ing body exclusively, but in common with 
the members at large. Further, the regula¬ 
tions of the President and Council are not 
v^jid, if they l|o in opposition to the com¬ 
mon or statute law of the Innd ; and we 
kfiow of no law by which the members of a 
corporation can be excluded from their own 
property, unless the minority be deprived, 
under agreement, of the privileges of pos¬ 
session, by the sanction t»f the great majority 
of inccttporal&’S. Here, a miserable and 
contemptible knot of wbrthless men, be¬ 
cause tJJ^y are placed ia the possession 
of a little brief authority, have so far lost 
their wits as to believe that they may lord 
it over five or six thousand of their equals 
iu rank, and their superiors in talent. There 
is a wide difference between the power to 
make bylaws for the government of an in¬ 
stitution, and the power to shut out from 
possession iu such an institution. Let the 
members of this worthy Council examine the 
bond under which they hold the Hunterian 
Museum, and they will find thpl the Mu¬ 
seum is to be opened two days in each week, 
four hours on each day, for the admission of 
“ Fellows of the College of Physicians,’' and 
of “Members of the College of Surgeons,’’ 
and of persons properly introduced by them. 
Hero there is a term specified for the admis¬ 
sion of members, and it might be question¬ 
able whether the parties have a right to enter 
at any other period. But in the charter 
there is no lime specified for admission into 
the College, and we contend, therefore, that 
the lumbers have n right to euter that in-j 
stitutiou ns frequently as the Council them¬ 
selves, so that they do not interfere with the 
ministerial or executive duties of the indi¬ 
viduals who ate appointed by the charter to 
frame by-laws for the government of the in¬ 
stitution. From the terms of the bond to | 
which we have already adverted, it is ob¬ 
vious, beyond all dispute, that the members 
may meet iu any nmnbur iu the museum 
(so that they do not injure the preparations) 
aud consult upon any question relating to 


the welfare of the College; and if the Pre¬ 
sident and Council continue to olose the 
doors of the theatre and of the College, the 
members will do well to exercise this right 
for the common benefit of the institution 
and of tbe public. In tbe same bond it is 
expressly stipulated that twenty-four lec¬ 
tures, explanatory of the preparations iu 
the museum, shall be delivered annually by 
some MEMBER of the College. Now, ns 
tbe Council when they are elected thiak 
proper to repudiate the title of “ member ” 
—think proper to strike their names from 
tbe list of the commonalty (for they ever 
speak of themselves as the ** Council ,** iu 
contradistinction to M members ”), we ask why 
these lectmes are not delivered by one of 
tbe commonalty, by one of the members, in¬ 
stead of one of the Council ‘ If the Coun¬ 
cil will not answer these questions now, 
they shall be made to answer them on a 
future day. It was never intended by the 
legislature that the smaller body, the 
twenty-one, should enjoy the power of 
mukitig by-laws for their own advantage, 
and to the degradation and injury of Bix 
thousand members. If those laws cease to 
operate for the general good,—are contrary 
to the general convenience of the immeuae 
majority of the corporation,—they are con¬ 
trary to law, uad caunot be enforced against 
uou-contents. It was illegal to keep the 
members out of the College on Tues¬ 
day se’nnight until a quarter to foor 
o’clock; and, in the absence of riot, of it 
broach of the peace, or a prospect of a breach 
of tbe peace, it was illegal, in the highest 
degree illegal, to use force to expel lh« 
members from tbe theatre after tlm lecturer 
had finally retired. Be it remembered that 
the commonalty had not assembled to op¬ 
pose tbe President; they had not assembled 
to subvert any of the legal regulations which 
the Council had adopted for the government 
of the corporation ; but they remained after 
the final withdrawal of the lecturer, for tlm 
purpose of upholding a privilege which had 
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long been enjoyed by a very large portion 
of their brethren. Thus they were acting 
for the benefit of tiie corporation, and not 
against its interests. Besides, as the lec- 
ure was one of those delivered in conformity 
with the bond, the theatre on that occasion 
was specially placed in possession of the 
members, for whose advantage the museum 
had been granted to tbe College, and the 
lecture was appointed to be given. 

But wbo shall contend that the members 
have not a right to meet in the theatre at 
anii time to discuss a professional grievance? 
Is there any man to he found outside the 
walla of a lunatic asylum so disgustingly 
stupid as to assert that the theatre was 
intended exclusively for the benefit of tbe 
President aud Council, or that tbe Presi- 
dent and Council are invested with the legal 
power to exclude members from meeting 
there to adopt beneficial public measures 1 
Let tbe President and Council show by the 
charter that they enjoy such power before 
they again employ a band of ruffians to 
assault the bona-fide proprietors of tbe pro¬ 
perty. It cannot be forgotten that when 
the recent most atrocious outrage was com¬ 
mitted, there was no charge whatever of 
misconduct made against any of the mem-1 
bers. The paper exhibited to the mornbers j 
was merely inscribed, “The President tad 
Council require the members and students 
to quit the theatre;*' and that sent to Mr. 
W«*lkv was thus worded “ Mr. IV**- 
i.fcY, you are required by the President and 
Council to quit the theatre. 1 ' There was 
no allegation to the effect that he had 
created a disturbance ; that he bad endan¬ 
gered the property of the building; that 
he had threatened to commit any breach of 
the peace. But while aeutp.d in perfect 
quietude, and listening peaceably to the 
cool and dispassionate remarks which Mr. 
Kino was then adddressing to the members, 
be was seized,—seized, because lie did 
not instantly comply with the insolent man¬ 
date of the minor part of tbe corporation,— 


of the twenty-one,— *nd w*s dragged from 
tbe theatre, and repeatedly struck bv armed 
fellows hired expressly for the occasion. As 
legal proceedings have been commence^, 
time will show whether the assaulters were 
justified in their conduct by the enactment? 
of the law under which they profesB to ex¬ 
ercise their authority. Meanwhile the 
members must be resolved not to be back¬ 
ward in asserting and vindicating their 
rights. To all intents aud purpose* bey 
are as much justified in occupying that the¬ 
atre for professional purposes ns tl ^ Presi¬ 
dent and Council; the charier not affording 
to these latter personages, any, the least, 
pretension to exclusive possession. When 
the Council was entrusted with the power 
to construct regulations for the government 
of the corporation, it was, of course, pre¬ 
sumed, that the prominent features of those 
regulations would be in conformity with the 
welfare and convenience of the great majo¬ 
rity of the incorporated, Hence it is ex¬ 
pressly declared, that those regulations 
should not be framed in opposition to the 
existing legislative statutes; or, iu other 
words, that limy should not be contrary lo 
the laws of the laud. If it were not intended 
that the commonalty should be partakers of 
the benefits arising from the corporation, 
wby were they mentioned in the charter ’ 
Why were they mentioned as forming one of 
the three estates, which, united, were to be 
one body corporate for ever ] Tiro Council 
have inferred that they have tin? power to 
exclude the commonalty from the fulftnjoy- 
meut of the property, because they the 
Council happen to be empowered to make 
the regulations. They must be taught, 
however, a lesson of a far different descrip¬ 
tion. They must he made to know that the 
Council are as much bound to observe the. 
i by-laws as the members, and that they ore 
not binding upon either party, if they be 
framod to operate adversely to tbe general 
good, or if they be opposed to the attain¬ 
ment of that object for which the chirter 
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itself was originally granted. It » true celerity to a splendid and triumphant con- 
tliat not one of the members has any indivi- elusion. 

«.dual right to any, the .smallest, portion of In our strictures published last autumn 
property to be found in the College; but on the anomalies which exist in medical 
not one of the Council in his individual cs- law, we repeatedly pointed attention to u 
^heity enjoys a higher claim. With respect projected plan for founding a new College, 
Vo tiie property of the College, they stand wherein there should exist e<|uul rights, 
upon the. sume footing ; with respect to the and equality of titles. That proposal will be 
p\sess\n of the College, they stand upon fully developed in a report of the proceed- 
tliiksame luting ; hut with respect to the iugs of this great meeting, over which Mr. 
"udomn of l\vs and regulations, the Coun- Ilium kindly and ably presided,in the next 
ril eiVy an exclusive privilege; that is, Number of this Journal, when we shall 
they cn&frame these without the advice or point out at some length the endless advnn- 
cousciit of the commonalty, tho' at the same tagea which roust result, both to the profes- 


time there is no power to euforcc them if 
they are in opposition to the spirit of the 
charter, or contrary to the laws of the 
realm. Invested with this power, the 
i v i srv -o n >'■ appear to imagine, that they 
have the power to exclude from the property 
the six ino usano, or that the six thou- 
mmi cannot enter the College, unless at 
such times and seasons as may lie specially 
named in the decrees issued by the twentv* 

« ink! 

Here, again, they will be taught a dif¬ 
ferent lesson, and they shall, before long, 
lie made to show, how they have appro¬ 
priated the immense sums of money which, 
from time to time, have been deposited in 
their over-loaded coffers. 


LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 1 

IsVrnnsequenco of a sudden call from 
town to attend an important medical trial 
at Maihstonk, we have only time briefly 
to call attention to the brilliant meeting 
which took place at the Crown and Anchor 
in the Strand, on Wednesday evening, for 
the immediate eatahliahroeut of this national 
institution. The work of medical reform it 
now, for the first time, fully in operation in 
this country, and we Lave altogether mis¬ 
taken tho character of British medical prac¬ 
titioners, if it do not go ou with wonderful 


sion and the public, from a College founded 
upon such pure and unmixed principles of 
justice. 

PUBLIC MEETING 

OP THE 

MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION 

At the Crown and Anchor, on F Vednfsday, 
March 1 6th, 11131. 

The great public meeting of the profes¬ 
sion which was announced in page 797 of this 
Journal, to be held this week in London, took 
place, as advertised, on Wednesday Iasi ; 
Joseph Hr me. Esq., M.P., in the chair; 
the arrangements fur the proceedings haviug 
been made by a committee of twenty-one 
medical gentlemen who previously assem¬ 
bled in consequence of the announcement. 

The lengthened space which a report of 
this moat important and almost unequalled 
meeting must necessarily occupy, prevents 
us, at this period of the week, from pub- 
lisbiug the full account which so deeply in¬ 
teresting an event in the history of the 
medical profession demands; wo shall, 
therefore, give in our present Number only 
a rery brief detail of the proceedings. 

Thu occasion was marked bv the most 
absorbing interest, and as early as six 
o'clock, the houi at which tho doors of thu 
great room at the Crown aud Anchor were 
opened, ninny gentlemen had arrived. By 
seven some hundreds had assembled, and by 
the time the proceedings had fully com¬ 
menced, nearly a thousand gentlemen were 
present; and it is estimated that on the 
whole not less than thirteen hundred mem¬ 
bers of the profession and other gentlemen 
interested in the progress of science, at¬ 
tended the meeting. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW COLLEGE. 


In consequence of the detention at the 
House of Commons on parliamentary duties, 
of Mr. Home, who had in the most kind and 
prompt manner promised to take the chair, 
it was half-past seven before the public 
business of the evening commenced. On 
entering the room, Mr. Hums snd the 
members of the committee were received 
with cheers, and in a few seconds the plat¬ 
form was covered with surgeons and physi¬ 
cians of the highest respectability* 

The Chairman having opened the meet¬ 
ing, a resolution to the following effect was 
proposed by W. S. Bowf.n, Esq.:—That iu 
consequence of the defective, unjust, and 
dangerous state of the law relating to medi¬ 
cal science, it is absolutely essential to the 
security of the public health that measures 
be forthwith commenced to obtain from tbe 
legislature an improved constitution for the 
government of the medical profession. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. 
W aklev in a speech which occupied nearly 
an hour and a half in the delivery, and 
which was listened to with the deepest at¬ 
tention. At its conclusion, the meeting 
rose in a body, and carried the resolution 
with the loudest acclamations. It may be 
briefly stated that Mr. Wakley took a re¬ 
view of the present state of medical law 
and the medical colleges; the abuses which 
distinguish them; their injurious and op¬ 
pressive effects upon medical education, the 
members of the profession, and tbe public 
health ; the remedial advantages which would 
be derived from the establishment of a new 
college of medicine, and the principles on 
which such a college (conferring upon its 
members equal rights, and the one general 
title of “ I)octor,” and embracing in its 
scheme the formation of a fund for the 
widows and children of its members) should 
be established. 

The second resolution, to the following 
effect, was moved by Thomas Kino, Esq., 
and seconded by Dr. Evps, in speeches ofj 
great truth and force That the establish¬ 
ment of a new medical college on principles 
in accordance with the progress of scieaee, 
presents, at the same time, tbe most practi¬ 
cable means of obtaining a general and com¬ 
plete reform in the system of medical legis¬ 
lation, is calculated to afford the greatest 
security to the public health, and will most 
effectually increase the utiUty, and advance 
the rank and respectability, of tbe general 
body of the medical profession, (Carried 
with only one dissentient voice.) 

A t the close of Dr. Epps’s observations, 
Mr. W. W. Sleigh presented himself to the 
notice o( the meeting, and moved sa amend¬ 
ment to the following effect:—That an in¬ 
stitution called "The British College of Sur¬ 
geons in Loudon ” was commenced in 1829, 
and that the laws of that iaMiliition being 


fully adequate for all the purposes to which 
the resolution just passed was intended to 
apply, that a committee be appointed to 
examine into the circumstances connected^ 
with it, and report thereon to another pub¬ 
lic meeting. 

This amendment, which was seconded 
by Mr. Jones, was prefaced by an attack 1 a, 
the character of Mr. Wakley as a public 
journalist, for having been the means of 
destroying an institution which was ' horn 
in dishonour aitfl perished in disgrace." .Vhe 
opportunity for a rejfW.was at)’ riled to .Mr. 
Wakley, who, afle£ew>ressin "his asto'i-**- - 
ment at the brazejg l Wniden<& of his r-Miail- 
ant, disclosed to theteieeting such % state¬ 
ment of facts in jiurtification of hi' conduct 
towards the institution in quest/m, as co¬ 
vered Mr. Sleigh with disgrace, and called 
down upon him the strongest, marks of con¬ 
tempt from the meeting. The amendment 
was instantly negatived. 

The third resolution, moved by Gf.o nor 
Walker, Esq., and seconded by Dr. Mou- 
son, was to the following efl'ect:—That n 
committee of live, with power to increase 
their numbers to twelve, be appointed to 
examine deliberately into tbe best plan for 
the formation of a new institution. That 
this Committee do frame a code of laws and 
regulations for its general government and 
operations, and that they he required to re¬ 
port minutely on its severnl details to a 
general meeting, to beheld within six weeks 
from the present day. Further, that no 
resolution shall be adopted by such Com¬ 
mittee unless it huve received the sanction 
of two-thirds of the members present. 

The following gentlemen were subse¬ 
quently proposed and appointed the five, 
members of the Committee :—Mr. Wakley, 
Mr. Waller, Mr. King, Dr. Epps, and Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy. 

The fourth resolution, moved by William 
Marsuen, Esq., aud seconded by — Jhiitr, 
Esq., was to the following effect:—That 
(be Council of the College of Surgeons 
in London have, by a long and continued 
sy6lem of arbitrary oppression and vexatious 
conduct towards the members of the Col¬ 
lege, assumed a jurisdiction which con never 
be constitutionally vested in any corpora- 
tinu, and that by the adoption of bv-laws 
and regulations inconsistent with the in¬ 
terests of the institution, nntl by the exer¬ 
cise of repeated ads of authority subversive 
of its objects, they have, in tboopiuiou of 
this meeting, lost the confidence of the 
profession, and justly forfeited their privi¬ 
leges nntl churtcrs ;—that a petition, there¬ 
fore, be. presented to the legislature, pray¬ 
ing the appointment of a Committee to in¬ 
quire into the conduct of the President aud 
Council of the Iloynl College of Surgeons 
is Loudon, in the administration of their 
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duties, and the present state of medical 
knowledge, and to adopt a remedy for the 
abuses which this meeting believes to exist 
in its government and constitution. That 
such petition do lie for signature of mem¬ 
ber of the College at -- (Canned 

■unanimously.) 

, W'he fifth resolution, moved by J. Bain- 
\JuiHij-:, Esq., and seconded by Mr. Love- 

« 'ie following effect:—That 
ben be taken, and a secre- 
or the accommodation and 
mjniUfte appointed to report 
ledicaT College. ( Canned 

>bserpations from Mr. Der- 
suggeatiods from gentlemen 
, a vote of thanks was pasB- 
eil to the chairman with acclamation; three 
cheers were given for Mr. Warburton, as 
the friend of the medical profession, and an 
enthusiastic round of applause for the gen¬ 
tlemen to whom the profession and the pub¬ 
lic were principally indebted for the esta¬ 
blishment of a new medical college. 

The meeting did not break up until near¬ 
ly It o’clock. 


1‘RACTICAl. OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF 

DEAFNESS. 

No. V. 

]}y John Fosrroke, flf.D., Cheltenham. 

Tiir. injections which 1 have mentioned 
may be used by patients as frequently as 
convenient to themselves. Mr. Buchanan 
recommends an injection of vinegar and 
water, which was Galen’s. Galen used in¬ 
jections of scales of iron, boiled iu vinegar, 
to the consistence of honey ; or ox-gall, dis¬ 
solved iu strong vinegar, and dropped in 
warm ,*and certain troches dissolved in vine¬ 
gar. Of the injurious effects of instilling 
solutions oflunar caustic, and other irritants, 
into the ear, exampleB constantly occur. 
The case of a young lady, a patient of mine, 
which 1 shall give hereafter, is one instance, 
and that of un illustrious military commas - 
der and statesman is another. The case of 
tbiB last personage was as follows :—Some 
new cannon were tried, close to where lie 
was standing, at Woolwich ; being taken by 
surprise, and the mewbrana tympani not 
being prepared” for the explosion by the 
regulating action of its own muscles, it was 
ruptured at the iuslant, probably by the 
irregular contraction of the tensores, uu- 


m 

restrained by their antagonist#. Much pain 
followed, and a pure ausist was oent for, 
who ascribed the symptoms to torpor of the 
nerves !!! and dropped in a solution of lunar 
caustic into the meatus. Finding its way 
through the ruptured drum, it produced ex- 
cesaive irritation and violent agony in the 
internal ear, followed by otorrbcea (inflam¬ 
mation and discharge from the ear), with a 
succession of abscesses and discharges for 
two years subsequently, as well as deafness 
on one side. The injury also exerted an 
irritable state of tlm hraiu and nervous sys¬ 
tem, attended with constant restlessness and 
vigilance, and loss of tone of the stomach. 
After being at Cheltenham, and adopting an 
alterative system, he returned to London, 
where a spontaneous diarrhoea cume on, 
which critical occurrence, though it excited 
apprehension, was followed by recovery of 
lus general health, but not of his hearing. 
We are taught, by the effects of this hap¬ 
hazard application of a violent and empiri¬ 
cal remedy, to take heed how we proceed 
with an organ charged with the highest de¬ 
gree of sensibility, which is not only affect¬ 
ed easily by external impressions of an in¬ 
jurious nature in health, but liable to ex¬ 
quisite pain and injury, perilous even to 
life from injudicious assaults in an irritable 
state. The ear is to be coaxed by gentle 
and gradual methods, not stormed by direct 
attacks and empirical violence. 

Introduction of Proles ttnd Injections 
into the Tympanum .—The Eustachian tube 
opens a passage for the introduction of in¬ 
jections into the most important cavity of 
the ear, viz., the tympanum. The practice 
of probing and injecting the tympauum 
through the EuBtuchian tube has been 
brought up recently iu France, and intro¬ 
duced to English notice hy Mr. Buchanan, 
of Hull, who is not an aurist, but a general 
practitioner. It is, however, nothing more 
than an old practice, used long since in Eng¬ 
land, and now again revived. It was first 
proposed for trial to the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, iu Paris, by M. Gugot, about 
1733, and rejected. It was then proposed 
and practised by Mr. Jonathan Wathen, sur¬ 
geon, in Devonshire Square, not a pure 
aurist, who gave an account of it, with a 
plate, iu the Philosophical Transactions of 
the above year, lie stales that he had 
cured one case by probes, after every other 
means had proved ineffectual. “ This ex¬ 
cited his further endeavours, so that he had 
pipes of different sizes adapted to a syringe, 
with which ho has since injected the mea¬ 
tus externua with success.” 

The celebrated aurologist, M. Itard, of 
Paris (who is also not a pure aurist, but 
was educated ns a physician and surgeon, 
for the French government, very properly, 
will suffer uo man to practise as oculist. 
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aurist, or u any otbor species of impostor, 
who has not been educated regularly as 
physician or surgeon in the first place) 
showed dm, April 8 , 1828, bis mode of 
practkg tl tbe Deaf and Dumb Institution 
of the French capita!. His aasistaBt m 
employed in compressing a boify of air hvlo 
a huge cylinder of brass, by drawing up, 
nod down « ce u t rat piston. To this cylinder 
was affised a long lube of gnus, or indiao 
rubber, which was regulated by a valre. 
This lube communicates at its centre, if re¬ 
quired, by a branch tube, with a vase filled 
with aromatic herbs infused in spirits of 
win.*. The process of introducing the air 
from the cylinder and tube into the cavity 
of the tympanum, was performed as follow;,: 
A deaf gentleman was seated in a chair, at 
the hack of which it piece of wood, covered 
with leather and hollowed out, was fixed, to 
su-ady and receive Ids head ; a srrre fete, 
u coliar of hrnsg, lined with leather, ‘was 
placed round his forehead ; from its centre 
there projected downwards s brass for¬ 
ceps, by which the ear-CBtheter, after its 
introduction into the Eustnchiun tube, was 
fixed. Dr. hard first introduced into the 
Eustachian tube, with extreme facility, an 
elastic gum catheter, containing n wire. 
He then withdrew this catheter and passed 
a silver one of the same form ; he screwed 
this last IV*at into the forceps of the sent- 
fete, and then joined its free extremity to the 
end of the lube proceeding from the air-pump. 
'Hie valve of the tube being turned by an 
assistant, the medicated nir rushed in with 
n loud hiss into the cavity of the tympanum. 
Hut, by means of the valves, it wn* adroit- 
ted into the ear more or leBS/frnely ^accord¬ 
ing to the. sensations of the patient s a4d 
judgment of the operator. The patient pro¬ 
nounced the impregnated air very pungent. 
M. ltard observed, that the cold air became 
warm in its passage into the tympanum, lie 
has auother apparatus, which consists of a 
huge bellows plat ed under the ceiling of a. 
low room, and made to communicate with 
• perpendicular tube, through which the sir 
is conveyed to » metallic apparatus for con¬ 
taining warm fluids. These fluids are pro¬ 
pelled by tbe blast through another lube 
into tbe ear-catheter. In this operation, 
the patient is covered with a skin of leather. 

M. hard’s apparatus, as he observed, is 
much more forcible than the common sy¬ 
ringe and ear-catheter used in this country. 
In the several cases in which 1 have used 
tbe latter, the pntientg experienced from it 
not the least benefit whatsoever. The deaf¬ 
ness experienced no change, however long 
or carefully the process was persevered in. 
1 think, nevertheless, that it deserves fur¬ 
ther trial. 

Probes should always be introduced into 
the Eustachian tubes before any opinion is 


pronounced affirming tbe existence of ob¬ 
struction of those tubes, or before tbe ope¬ 
ration of puncturing tbe membrane of tbe 
tympanum be meditated. Tbe usual crite¬ 
rion* of obstruction of the Eustachian tube 
by symptoms, as I have said, are so falla¬ 
cious, that no dependence can be pi a led 
upon them. Y i 

Mr. Buchanan ba« laid much stress upWi 
previous bleeding and purging, to orient 
irritation of tfc$ soft parts of the* be> jkhI 
internal ear fitem thejme of the^obesfind 
injections. Gentijtiffi} aod iyrorrcct**aod, 
appear to me :toJli|Wtaedc iae uevcfimr** 
these preraulioyriy m.-anR ;*at leuTL.^htave 
foopd no ocOT«SOTt«bav’C rwnnrse/o them. 
1 'have introdtrc«fM»« probes intdThoth my 
own ears, at the sSjtfly time wftlmut nnv 
sensible iisctuivcnicndd, except very bri. t 
ami •.rifling throbbing and soreum*. I did 
the panic in the case of .Mr. Sheilib i», a re¬ 
spectable tradesman in (.’hellei.liani, a per- 
sun of rather full habit aud robust health ; 
ami others. Ear-probes require very line 
bulbs to pa-^s the narrow part of the Kustn- 
chian tube, and sometim^should be blunt¬ 
ed merely. They are heuttO a ih-uhh* curve, 
like an italic S. Two are required; as is 
demonstrable by recourse to the skull, with 
the membrane of the tympanum preserved ; 
the oblique position of that membrane, and 
the oblique facing of the small bone.,, and of 
the handle of the maHeosjhpeCiallv, towards 
the Eustachian tube,both to the 
bearing of the probe. Quae, contact may, 
therefore, injure both, but ifae sensibility 
of the tympanum generally gives warning 
of the fullest extent* to which the probo ( ini 
be introduced with prudence. Tbe French 
pupils habituate themselves to the use of the 
probes on the dead subject. 

Students, endeavouring to form some 
judgment of this practice upon tbe dry 
bones, should b« aware, that the angle from 
the base of the anterior plate of the ptery¬ 
goid process to Lite ear, ia more acute in the 
skull than in the living purls; so that tho 
insertion of the probe into the tract of the 
tube, after passing the nostrils, reqipres n 
curve, which renders the introduction ex¬ 
tremely difficult; also the tract ot the tube, 
wh“o preserved after the bones are dried, 
is actually narrower than iu tbe recently 
dead or living subject. 

The passage of the Eustachian tube ia in 
the line of the styloid and vnginul processes; 
it is roofed over by the root of the latter, 
and nt the place of these processes the trart 
is very narrow. A small gold-wire probe, 
flattened at the end, may be passed, and, in 
the recent skull, when it is approaching the 
tympanum, there is a sensation ofbroaking 
through aome intercepting membrane ; at 
that moment it is actually in tbe tympanum, 
and close to the manubrium of tho malleus. 
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The introduction, therefore, requires care 
and attention to minute circumstances, 
which qualities are the parents of suoceesand 
precision in the manipulations of surgery. 
The distance from the inner edge of the 
me of the palate to the tympanum, 
about inches and £th, and 
nasal bones to the tympanum, 
inches. So much for planning 
ion on the skeleton, 
during the probe* in the living 
s first necessary % get the pre- 
^erwis«U||iB nrobe will he ob- 
hpaaSKpJkjT thu nostrils, by 
ftt tlift sit*,' and exciting 
* the double curve be correct, 

» concavity otl^ j j l llrat curve turn- 
Hy, its pussago from beginning to 
end will he uninterrjtjitcd. In passing the 
probe, the baud should he raised to the 
level of the nostrils^ The point of the 
probe should he kept close to the ala? of the 
nostrils, and tin? hack inclined towards the 
septum mid vomer without contact. When 
arrived at the base of the inner plate of the 
azygous process.#f the sphenoid bone, and 
extremity of the jtqaare plate of the palate 
bone, it is inclined rather outwards and up¬ 
wards in the direction of the articular pror 
cess of the lower jaw. Having entered the 
tube, it passes into the tympanum, giving 
notice of its situation by the sensation pe¬ 
culiar to the^membrann tympani when 
touched, insiigljfod gently onwards in this 
manner, like a naugio into the urethra, its 
regular progr**f is intimated by its unim¬ 
peded transmission. 

The jmnvturing of the Membrane of the 
Tympanum .-—With respect to the punctur¬ 
ing of the. membrane or the tympanum, as 
far as individual conclusions, from a certain 
number of facts, and a deliberate considura* 
tion of all the circumstances connected with 
deafness, enable me to give an opinion, thnt 
opinion is unfavourable to this operation in 
Blmnst every case. The iulet of cold air 
and moisture into the ear, on the view of j 
Bound experience, incurs the most unfa¬ 
vourable consequences to the hearing in ex- 
clmn^\ for prospective benefits are very 
rarely realized. Puncture of the m. I. can 
seldom be of use, for it does not often hap¬ 
pen that the obstruction of the Eustachian 
tube is the sole cause of the deafness in any 
vase. 1 n order to reach the middle cavity 
of the ear with injections, before I was ac¬ 
quainted with the practice of injecting the 
Eustachian tube, 1 punctured the m. t. of 
one ear twice in u case of extreme deafness, 
where the operation, under any result, could 
add little or nothing to the evil. The hear¬ 
ing was quickened for a few' days, and then 
rendered worse- One patient wrote to ine : 
“ I applied unfortunately to a celebrated 
surgeon, who, without making «*y inquiry, 
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whether the operation were applicable to 
my case or not, punctured the tympanum 
of the right ear, of which, from that time to 
the present, 1 have had no use. I would 
observe, that I beard for about two days 
after the operation, when I became infinitely 
worse then I was before." In extenuation 
of the blame imputed to this personage, it 
atuec be observed that experience of the re¬ 
sults of punbtnriDg the m. t. was then too 
new and shanty to have indicated to' the 
operator the probability of permanent in¬ 
jury. M. Itsrd told me that be had per¬ 
formed the operation a hundred times with 
none but injurious consequences, and de¬ 
cisively' condemned it. He intimated that 
ho hud been misled by Sir A. Cooper’s 
st at emeu ts. One of Sir A. Cooper's pa¬ 
tients informs me, that Sir Astley should 
now say, that *' where it lias been of ser¬ 
vice in one case, it has done mischief in 
twenty." It may improve the bearing for 
a time, though the Eustachian tubes are not 
obstructed. The improvement arises pro¬ 
bably from the conveyance of sound within 
the cavity of the tympanum, and nigher to 
the more exquisite structures of the laby¬ 
rinth. After puncturing the membrane, a 
crack is heard by the patient like the tear¬ 
ing of parchment. The smaller the open¬ 
ing the better. There is a case where it 
may be of use—namely, where matter is 
collected in the tympanum. A very good 
case oftbis kind occurred lately in the prac¬ 
tice of Air. Liston of Edinburgh, and was 
related to me by Mr. Mackenzie, the de¬ 
monstrator at the university of that place. 
The patient was Professor Wallace's son *. 
the morbid action was changed after the 
operation, and he entirely recovered his 
hearing. 

No. VI. 

It is impossible to discover the membrane 
of the tympanum iu al! deaf patients with 
the naked eve, with all appliances and means 
to boot. But the external ear and head 
ought to be moved in various directions, 
and a full light thrown in, before the attempt 
is abandoned. 

As the hearing becomes imperfect, so aho 
does the associated action of the auricle. 
By drawing it almost over the concha, thp 
voice is heard more loudly and distinctly by 
the deaf. When injecting the outer porch 
with warm fluids, 1 have observed a free 
and curious movement of the concha and 
skin of the passage like that of the scrotum 
in warm water. When the auricle is cut 
off, Sennnrts soys that the impressions of 
vibrations ou the ear resemble the rushing 
of waves. 

In some oases of deafness without dis¬ 
charge or disease of the external auditory 
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passage and Eustacliian tube, I have observ¬ 
ed a want of force and vivacity in the im¬ 
pressions referred from the auditory nerve 
tu the brain, with a corresponding dulness 
in the mental perception of sounds. The 
obscurity of impressions from without ap¬ 
pears to be owing to the auditory nerve 
being occupied by Bounds or sensations from 
within, created by an action existing in the 
brain itself, and producing sonilory impulses 
on the nerves of hearing. Since this form 
of deafness occurs generally iu conjunction 
with nervous diseases, as hypochondriasis, 
it is probably owing to participation of 
the auditory nerves in the morbid condition 
of that system to which they belong, and 
not to any local affection of the. ear. 

It is fortunate that the functions of the 
auditory nerve are seldom or never so com¬ 
pletely destroyed that some power of hear¬ 
ing is not left. It is also singular how sel¬ 
dom the nerve is injured in general paraly¬ 
sis. It must be remembered that there is a 
branch of the fifth, as well as the proper 
nerves, the portio dura and mollis, all which 
have three origins, and form three media of 
connexion with the brain. This circum¬ 
stance, and the fact timtdeafnessocourswith: 
the general decay of the energies of the 
brain oftener than from local injury of the 
brain, suggest a probability that the audi¬ 
tory impression is received by the brain 
itself, or ascsrtaiu ancients believed, by the 
cerebellum, and that the Bense resides 
chiefly in it. 

Singing in the ears occuts indiscriminately 
in nil ernes of deafness with or without 
discharge. Dr. Grapengeiaaer observes 
that the susurrus aurium is a symptom 
which may form a distinct complaint-withi 
out having the leust influence upon hearing; 
that, it may arise from the same cause us 
deafness; that, difficulty of hearing may 
frequently but not always attend it; that, it 
may be of short duration, and originate 
either from iuexplicable causes, or in ple¬ 
thoric persons, from cerebral congestion, 
from some change iu the nuditoiy nerves 
themselves, from lopicul debility of the 
auditory organ, or from an exanthematous 
eruption of the ear. The tinkliug of the 
ours also supervenes to some species of 
fevers, and is not infrequent after apoplexy. 
In the last case it is generally concomitant 
to deafness, without bt-iug, however, a con¬ 
stant symptom of every species of thatcom- 
plttiut, aa it ib sometimes not observed in 
the most complete deafness. Professor 
Hope, of Edinburgh, has suggested in 
examinations that some diseases, as hysteria, 
may produce tinnitus aurium, by setting 
the small muscles of the tympanum danc¬ 
ing. The auditory nerve afier entering the 
cochlea and spreading over the vesicle in the 
vvsiibuluut, is covered, according to.modern 


anatomists, with a sheath of pia mater. 
May not these fixed sounds arise from mor¬ 
bid determination to this vascular membrane 
and consequent pulsating of its over-excited 
vessels upon the fine organ of sense, as ob¬ 
jects upon the retina are produced by* the 
increased impulse of the vessels in thedir.t 
stages of amaurosis 1 V' ^ 

l'RINCll'LKS OF TREATMENT AND • 

CUItATIVF. I*ROC£SSES. ^ * *• 

It is said, “The instructed^’/iWwill 
resemble the householder, wht } wring ’"forth 
out of his treasure new thttgs audfrold. ”^ 
The jmannei in which the /hcionV. -i^aied 
deafness is not unworthy of notic^' Their 
remedies were chiefly external : I have 
collected the following list fromfieveral old 
authors.—1. External applications .—Tins 
leaves of the dipsacum and jcw's-car. ft. As 
injections Ale-hoof or ground-ivy : “Tho 

essence dropped into the ears helps the deaf¬ 
ness or noise there ; ” hyssop: “ It taketli 
away noise in the ear by injection. 1 '— To¬ 
bacco : 41 The essence of it made with wino 
being dropped into the ears helps deafness.” 

< —4. Juice of poplar or aspen tree.— h. Juice 
Of liquorice, Jii; soft bcdellium, ^ss; sugar- 
candy, *ii, dissolved; juice of leeks, ~iv; 
juice of celandine, 5 j, mixed and “ dropt 
into the ears, helps impostliumes, noise, 
Eud pain there.”—6 . Common turpentine , 
turpentine of the larch : a combination of 
turpentine, olive oil, essential oils, and sul¬ 
phur, was used with “ happy success.”’— 7, 
Urine of men and animals, dr opt iuto tho 
eurs.—8. “ The gulls of all creatures,” says 
Salmon, are “ specifics for deafness, noise, 
and pain in the ears, with running matter. 

Of beasts the bull’s gall is the strongest ,and 
of birds, that of tho partridge and heron, 
the gall of birds being accounted stronger 
than that of beasts. Waters, extracts, or 
tinctures, may be made of them, but the 
most famous is the tincture or powders of 
ox-gall,” (Thepreparations now commonly 
used by moists.— E) An “ extract made 
of human gall and ox-gall mixed with breast- 
milk, dropt into the ear, being stopped with 
cotton dipt into the same, cures pofh and 
nopse iu the oars. Dog’s gall dropt in warm 
goat’s milk, with honey, wolf’s, mice's, to 
bring out insects; bull's, mixed with honey 
or balsam, sheeps, with hreBst-milk, and 
injected with a syriuge,” are all recommend¬ 
ed by the old authors. Such is the origin 
of the nostrums which nuri&ts and “ nuld 
wives ” now prescribe.—9. Miscellaneous : 
Powdered horse-dung (which contains am¬ 
monia), fut of dormice, liou’8 brains made 
into nu oil, musk put into the ears stopped 
with cotton, heron’s and goose grease, hog’s 
lice and earwigs (!) boiled in oil and mingled 
with hare’s urine, and put into the ears 
morning and evening.” Moihs, 3. As 
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mastieatones and errhincs :—Masticatories 
of xuastich, pyrettrum, cummin, and cloves, 
twice a day, and errhtnes of the betonioa 
^nnd melissa, aa., 39 a ; vel. alb. aa., 31 , M. 
j drawn up the nostrils in fragments. 
Wmon, in bis “ above seven hundred 
Ant cures in the most usual diseases 
yeniug to humane bodies, done by seve- 
ious physicians and performed by the 
hereof” (1685), gives eight cases 
' V'SS, which were treated chiefly by 

S gHsiurging, dry cupping, steaming 
| wTofyherhs put into solutions -of] 
Ikuii, atel hot fomentations of the 
B interesting to mark the progress 
freuticu, by comparing the ancient 
with mofltrn practice; I shall, therefore, 
give brief abstracts of the most striking par¬ 
ticulars in these cases. The whole tend to 
prove, that however erroneous were the 
theories which they entertained of old, their 
general plans of treatment were equally 
Bound, if not mure energetic and decisive, 
than the systems laid down in modern 
hooks on deafness. Instead, indeed, of the 
practice being better than formerly, it has 
rather grown worse ; it is more feeble, and 
less directly applied to the general cbubo, 
if it be, as we think, a pathological condi¬ 
tion mostly consisting in congestion t»f the 
capillaries of the ear. 

Casel. Romish priest, 48 set., cured by 
purging with antimony, “ agreeable to the 
judgment of Ilippocrates, who says, that 
deafness is cured by purging,” and ** by 
potential cauteries to the thigh to repel the 
humours from the ears to the inferior parts,” 
arid by the essence of thyme and cloves 
instilled into his ears morning and evening. 

** Cured in a month.” 

Case 2 , Gentleman, 60 tot., deaf from the 
excessively penetrating cold of the Pyrenean 
mountains. (Yet a lady, a she-ass no doubt, 
lately went from Cheltenham to the Pyre¬ 
nees to get well of deafness F.) Cured 
by the same remedies. 

Case A nun, ;>4 set., “ very thick of 
hearing,” and had u great ana frequent 
noise fin her ears." “ By God’s assistance 
1 cured hpr with the following things Tn 
the morning before meat, her body being 
exonerated of itB excrements, her head was 
washed in a lie, in which was boiled u hand¬ 
ful of mint, penny-royal, and aaaruui roots, 
then well rubbed with hot cloths, dried, 
and covered.” A stimulatory of white hel¬ 
lebore, &c-, was “ blown up her nostrils, 
by whicli much thick and clammy Bneevel 
was cast forth; bleeding plentifully from 
the head veins iu each arm.” 

Case 4. Ulcer in the right ear, with dif¬ 
ficulty of hearing. Cured by bleeding in 
the cephalic on the band, aud afterwards in 
the median on the arm, using stimulatories, 


and applying five drops of oil of sulphur 
night and morning to the meatus externus. 

Case 5, Perfect deafuess in a senator, 

76 act. The stimulatory and oil of sulphur 
practice. “ This man, by the grace of 
Cod, was cured by me. After the same 
manner, praise be to God, we have cured 
many others of deafness.” 

Case 6 . Woman deaf of one ear, and thick 
of hearing in the other. “ Often let blood, 
but was still worse." ** Cupping glasses 
without scarification to her shoulders, three 
days together, every month ; this did much 
good ; washing the head witli a lixivium of 
cephalic herbs; pills for fourteen days, with 
rubbing and combing; chewing a mastica¬ 
tory, which made her spit much, so that 
a great, revulsion waa made from her ears 
carp gall, dipped in fennel and caraway- 
water and spirits of juniper, dropped into 
her ears; fuming her ears through a funnel 
with the fumeB of origanum, rue, mar jorutn, 
lavender, juniper, bay berries, fennel, ca¬ 
raways, and cummin, boiled in wine.* 

Case 7. A woman, many years thick of 
hearing. Purging ; fuming of the ears ; 
three drops of a mixture of water of galls, 
honey, turpentine, fennel, aud sulphur, 
with eye-bright, mixed and dropped into the 
ears. 

Case 8 . Difficulty of hearing and noise in 
the ears, from a fall. Three cupping glasses 
applied on both sides; one under the ears, 
the next on the top of the shoulder, and the 
lowest on the shoulder-blades, with lire ; 
the next day the same again, and the third 
day with scarification ; purging; “ shu 
sweated, fasting in a hot-house ! and after, 
washed her head and feet with a lye of 
oak-ashes and a little lime, in which were, 
boiled lavender and spikenard. By ihe use 
of these things the noise in the ears ceased, 
and came no more.” 

These cases show that deafness is not a 
bit better treated now than a century and 
half ago, nor so efficiently. 

The modern curative processes employed 
in deafness are both local and constitutional. 
The same agents, with little difference, ate 
applicable to deafness with, and without dis¬ 
charge. The local remedies, commonly used 
iu this country, are gargles,injections, medi- 
cated tents, external irritBuls, and leeches. 
M. Hard, of Paris, spoke contemptuously of 
these methods, and of our practice in deaf¬ 
ness generally, hs extremely imbecile, com¬ 
paratively with the French. It is the opi¬ 
nion of the intelligent and thinking part of 
the English, who have resided long in 
France, that the French physicians, though 
less decided and vigorous in acute diseases, 


* The French still use aromatic herb* iu fomen¬ 
tations with more edict thuu if they were mere 
hot water or vnpour. We have carried theory and 
simplification too far in these and other respects. 
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treat chronic diseases with much more skill, 
much more attention to detail, than English 
practitioners. Let us have an English doc¬ 
tor for on acute disease, und a French one 
for a chronic disorder, is a common saying 
among them. The French physicians, from 
being incomparably superior as anatomists 
and physiologists, and far more conversant 
with morbid anatomy, which is the groat 
foundation of properly directed treatment, 
penetrate much more" acutely and analyti¬ 
cally into the nature, seats, and causes of 
diseases, and instead of taking a sweeping 
and general view, and giving a random defi¬ 
nition at a coup d'tvil, trace the diseased 
action patiently from part to part, separate 
its difficult and entangled links, and combat 
it wherever they find it. The French trans¬ 
lator of 44 Thomsou on Inflammation ” ob¬ 
serves, in his preface, that an English phy¬ 
sician's knowledge consists in bleeding, 
purging, and giving mercury for every 
Iking, after which he is at hiB wit’s end. 

lu deafness with discharge , injections are 
of the greatest service, in deafness without 
discharge, in which the ceruminous glands 
are in a torpid or generally morbid Btate, 
the stimulus is frequently salutary. The 
patient finds his hearing more confused for 
u time after the use of them, hut it soon 
becomes clearer. Whether moisture supply 
the place of wax as a conductor of sound, or 
act on another principle in its immediate 
effect in improving the Leariug, i cannot 
decide. In all cases, with or without dis¬ 
charge, with or without injury of the mem¬ 
brane of the tympanum, or whether they he 
transmitted by the external porch, or through 
the Eustachian tube into the tympanum, the 
rule lias been established from the earliest 
periods that injections should be mild in 
quality. They should also be warm ; cold 
injections cause catarrhs, violent headache, 
noise in the ears, and lower the sensibility 
of these organs. Water softened and made 
oily with castile soap, a weak solution of 
lead in distilled water (for example — 
I'tn.opii.ye s; plumbi superac., gr. viii; 
nquer dist., Jvi) or milk, tepid lime-water 
aud milk, constitute the usual injections for 
the meatus ext emus. The French surgeons 
use a decoction of the stems of the soup- 
wort (saponaria officinalis) , the brook dan¬ 
delion, and other herbs, which they inject 
with n forcing pump to the quantity of 
seven pints daily. To show their method, 
and to signify aeverul other interesting 
points, 1 shall here detuil a case. Under¬ 
standing that Mrs. It., a lady of Lymington, 
Hants, had gone to France in 1821, and had 
placed herself under the care of au eminent 
French practi&er for deafness, and, after a 
long course of treatment, by means of these 
injections, the frequent use of vapour-baths 
medicated with elder, chamomile, aud laven¬ 


der, flowers had recovered the sense, 1 ap¬ 
plied for the particulars of her case from 
the lady herself, through Messrs. Moody 
and Gauntlett, Burgeons’ instrument makery 
at Bath, who first mentioned it to me. Th- 
plan consisted in the constant application, jf 
leeches inside and behind the ears, aad/n-^ 
seed poultices, until all appearances t)*, 
local inflammation ceased. She goes cr nt 
her letter:— 44 I used also a syringe- imp 
at the same time. The injecti* 4 * w .s a 
luke-warm decoction of soapworfitnadw with 
soft water. This was continued fl’c some 
months. 1 then began a ^fourse onbjjjgu* - 
baths, in which I am now* persirffcihj: Mv 
instructions were to resume the b'Cfi during 
Bffe next three summers. My d fifness ori¬ 
ginated from violent colds, wwth redness, 
inflammation, und hardness of the akin." 
To give solidity to my statements, it has been 
usual on my part to suffer two or three 
years’ elapse, before I give out cases to the 
public ns cubes rmrouMFii. 1 have seen 
enough of the ultimate results of boasted 
cures by this or that marvellous personage 
of" the trading eure-mongering aud John 
Long school, after, as the wonder always 
goes, the poor noodle-headed pntieut 44 lmtl 
been under the first meu in the country,” 
who had failed and been utterly discom¬ 
fited, to know how to estimate the first 
temporary and deceitful appearances of re¬ 
lief in old and chronic cases, and to lm con¬ 
vinced of the fallacious nature of the popu¬ 
lar impressions which they produce at the 
time. After the expiration of two nr three 
years, something like a reasonable conclu¬ 
sion may be formed, whether a man have 
made any real impression or none upon a 
disease; whether he have made what peo¬ 
ple call 44 a firm cure,”—a cure that will 
stand. But whenever an individual or his 
puffers go trumpeting about, that the 
former has cured a chronic disease upon 
the ground of changes, which have stood 
the test of merely days or weeks; time, in 
nine cases out of ten, exposes the hollow¬ 
ness of these boasts and puffs, and the real 
purse-milking motives of them. Therefore 
it is that the watering-place doctors, who 
seok “ the iuM/e-reputation at the liar's 
mouth,” arid who know their trade , but not 
their art , take care to send their patients 
av.’ay in time, from certain glorious decoys 
for gulls. It ought to be the rule of every 
patient who has the faculties of a rational 
being (and such patients, 1 admit, are very 
few in number), when told of a cure, to ask 
the great actor how long ago it happened ; 
und if a short rime only has elapsed, he may 
set it down that no dependence is aB yet to 
be placed on its permanency, knowing the 
necessity of deferred testimony ; but with¬ 
out personal feelings towards the French 
physician, which would he applicable in 
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this case, I was curious to know how far 
this CURE stood firm in the end, and there- 

I Her of particular inquiry. 

cs in 1824, she had reco- 
eafness was ao complete, 
iear the noise of carriages 
i town. It had come on 
scaly cutaneous disease, 
larges near the ear. The 
ancii physician cured the 
icons disease after great 
she grew corpulent dur- 
batlm from the improve- 
ution. After she Teturn- 
pnur lyath was construct¬ 
ed of steaming her body 
vinegar and water pasBtaJ 
and Invender flowers. 
This stimulus softened and separated the 
scales, and restored the skin to itB healthy 
action and natural peispiration. But mark 
the sequel! In 182U, the artificial amend¬ 
ment had given way, and the cutuncoux dis¬ 
ease and deafness had. relumed , with ail 
the manifestations <f a confirmed strumous 
habit ! We hear of more cures in the world 
than were ever performed. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

STRANGULATBD INOUlNAl. IJEKKIA. 

Marv Robinson, a delicate-looking 
woman, mtat. 4>, was admitted into Sitwell’s 
Ward, on Friday, Feb. 11th, at noon, under 
the care of Mr. Vincent. 

She has n tumour of the shape and about 
tin* size of a pigeon’s egg, in front of the 
external abdominal ring. She vomited im¬ 
mediately before she came here, but has not 
since. She lias excessive nausea, her abdo¬ 
men is rather tense, and very tender to the 
touch, particularly in the vicinity of the 
umbilicus. Countenance anxious; tongue 
white; pulse frequent and small, with oc¬ 
casional hiccup. She states, that about 
twelve jears siuce, during a difficult labour, 
• rupture took plnce; it did not produce 
much inconvenience, and she returned it 
herself. The hernia has frequently de¬ 
scended since, and she 1ms succeeded in 
returning it in every instance without much 
difficulty, and has never worn a truss. Last 
Tuesday week, while engaged about her 
domestic concerns, but not using more than 
ordinury exertion, it again protruded, and 
she was unable to return it. Her aliment¬ 
ary canal continued to perform its functions 
until Monday last, since which her bowels 
have not been relieved, and she 1ms suffered 
from incessant nausea anil vomiting. At¬ 
tempts were made, previous to her coming 
here, to reduce the hernia, but were unsuc¬ 


cessful. Immediately after her admission, 
the taxis was hud recourse to, and the beT- 
nia returned into the canal, hut could not 
be passed through the internal ring; os 
soon as tho pressure was discontinued, the 
gut again protruded. She was then put 
into a warm bath, and remained in it twenty 
minutes. The taxis was again employed 
while she was in the bath, with the same 
result ns before. Mr. Vincent saw her at 
two o'clock, aud proceeded to perform the 
operation directly, and did it in the usur! 
manner. When tire sac was opened, a por¬ 
tion of ilium, about three inches long, and 
of a dark-rose colour, waB exposed. The 
stricture was at the internal ring, and was 
formed by the neck of the Bnc. As soou ns 
the stricture was divided, some fluid, hav¬ 
ing a peculiar odour, escaped. The intes¬ 
tine was drawn out of the abdomen for about 
two. inches, and appeared healthy beyond 
the stricture. In the line of the stricture 
an opening was seen in the gut, with a her¬ 
nia of the mucous membrane, capable of 
admitting the extremity of the little-finger, 
through which some very fetid, whey-like- 
looking fluid escaped. Two small ulcers 
Were seen close to this opening, but it was 
thought that they did not extend to the 
mucous membrane. Mr. Vincent then held 
a consultation with his colleagues as to the. 
propriety of closing the opening by means 
of a ligature. Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Stan¬ 
ley' each related a case similar to the pre¬ 
sent, in which the opening had been closed 
by a ligature, and the termination of the 
case had been such ns to induce them to 
recommend the adoption of the same prac¬ 
tice in the present instance. Mr. Vincent 
immediately dosed the opening with a fine 
silk ligature, and cut off its extremities close 
to the knot. When this had been done, 
fluid was seen escaping through the two 
small ulcers, which were close to the one 
which had been just dosed. Another liga¬ 
ture was then tied around the. one already 
applied, and its extremities left undivided. 
The intestine was then returned into the 
abdomen,and the ulcerated portion retained 
opposite the external opening by means of 
the ends of the silk being brought through 
the wound, which was then dosed by adhe¬ 
sive plaster. A bandage was applied in tho 
usual manner, and the patient removed from 
the theatre. Her pulse flagged a good deal 
during the operation, and when she was 
put to bed, it was so feeble as to bn 
scarcely perceptible, and some wine was 
given to her. Mr. Vincent saw her again at 
three o’clock, she had then rallied, and her 
pulse was much more distinct. She was 
ordered to have an enema immediately, 
which was administered, but returned di¬ 
rectly, unmixed with fmcal matter. 

Seven o’clock p.m. She was seen at five 
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o’clock, and ordered to take two drachms 
of the sulphate of magnesia in a saline 
draught, every second hour. She has had 
oue copious evacuation, which was dark 
coloured, but not very offensive ; there has 
been no recurrence of the vomiting; her 
pulse is Btnall and very rapid ; tongue 
whitish and moist; abdomen tense and 
painful to the touch ; skin moist. Let her 
continue her medicine. 

12. Ten o’clock a.m. Has had three 
copious evacuations since our lust visit; 
slept till three o’clock, when she was awoke 
by an attack of pain in the region of the 
umbilicus. The sister of the ward fomented 
her abdomen, which relieved her very much. 
Her abdomen is now very tense, and the 
slightest pressure on it is productive of ex¬ 
treme pain. Pulse 130, and rather full; 
Bkiu moist; tongue white and dry; no 
vomiting. Thirty leeches to be applied to 
the abdomen, after which the fomentations 
to be repealed, and the medicine to be con¬ 
tinued. 

One o’clock p.m. Pain and tension of 
the abdomen much relieved ; leeches have 
bled very freely ; she appears faint: has 
vomited twice since ten o’clock ; pulse fre¬ 
quent and feeble; respiration laborious, and ’ 
performed by the chest alone ; bowels not 
open since; about an hour ago she ex¬ 
pressed a wish for an enema, which was ad¬ 
ministered, and returned in a few minutes. 
She says she felt much relieved after it. 
To discontinue the draught, and to take 
three grains of calomel with a quarter of a , 
g rain of opium every second hour. i 

Three o'clock p.m. Has taken two doses 
of calomel and opium; the puiu and tension , 
of the abdomen aro much increased; pulse : 
very small, and so frequent as to pseclude! 
the possibility of counting itcountenance | 
expressive of anxiety ; difficulty of respira¬ 
tion much increased; akin bedewed with 
cold clammy perspiration ; occasional hie -1 
cup, and great prostration of strength. To i 
tube an ounce of porl-winc directly, to re¬ 
peat the leeches, fomentations, and enema. 

13. She died last night at six o’clock, 
and was removed from the hospital within 
half an hour afterwards, consequently no 
port-mortem examination was made. 


W ESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, j 

Aiiraxoemkmts are about to he made at 
this hospital for the delivery of clinical lec¬ 
tures to the medical pupils. J)r. Hamilton 
Roe, the junior physician, upon whom this 
duty will devolve, proposes to have a ward 
appropriated to such patients as are suf¬ 
ficiently interesting to be made the subjects 
of comment, {February.) 


The annual accounts have been lately 
closed, and the result is certainly creditable 
to the care and attention of the officers, la A 
the medical department especially, the ex-^f 
penditure of medicines has greatly dimi/l 
nisbed, whilst the number of patients huk 
progressively augmented. This will bepm-de 
clear by the following little table *1jf t. 

No. of Patients. Tost of Medicli v, £ 

1827 .. 8183. j£SM 3 

1828 .. 8432 ...... 386 *. t!1 : 

18*9 .. 8515.?3 *5 

1830 .. 4015.. &6 4 «0 


This remarkable reduction of emr^-fiTur!) 
is chiefly ascribabfe to the vigipAce and 
fwtgulity of Mr. Edwards. ,i. 

Since the de.feat of the schfjie for rr- 
mbving the hospital to Charing-crosB, the 
directors of the institution have been active¬ 
ly engaged iu search of n site in the imme¬ 
diate neighbourhood of the present building, 
but hitherto no definitive arrangement has 
beer, proposed. Negociations have been 
Borne time on foot for a Bite in Prince’s- 
street, opposite the west end of the abbey, 
und this plan seems to unite nil suffrages in 
its support, as it presents an improved situ¬ 
ation iu the very heart of old Westminster. 
We shall lav before our reuders, historical 
sketches of the most interesting cases which 
may bo treated by the physicmns nml sur¬ 
geons of this establishment, together with 
such clinical comments as these gentlemen 
may make upon them. 

Owing to the injudicious construction, 
imperfect ventilation, and crowded state of 
the wards, where scarcely 400 cubic feet of 
! respiratory space is afforded to each pa¬ 
tient, relapses frequently occur, and us may 
be supposed from the depletion effected in 
the treatment of the first attack, are. very 
intractable. The rooms being long and nar¬ 
row, and warmed by one large fire-place only, 
their temperature is rendered unequal; it 
produces at each eud the extremes of heat 
und cold. The windows are so inconve¬ 
niently situated that a sash cunnot be lower¬ 
ed to purify the atmosphere, without direct¬ 
ing a current of air upon one of the psiients. 


JlKPATrflS (UhOWIf.A. 

Rich a up Hahhison, a-.tat, SB, • painter, 
was admitted the 17th November, 1830, 
rtith chronic hepatitis and other sequela*, of 
eoltea pictonnm. His constitution was ori¬ 
ginally good, but it hns been severely sha¬ 
ken by repeated attacks of this disease, to 
which he first became subject in bis twen¬ 
tieth year. After this he experienced an 
attack annually, until about six years ago, 
when he was first exempted from it. Severe 
biliouB attacks, however, followed in the 
train of the old disease, and be lias hardly 
ever been free from hepatic symptoms. 
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These Lave ever and anon been relieved but tbe poor fellow again Boon relapsed into 
by cupping, and turpentine and castor-oil a state of depression, and the disease again 

S ' , — ,, ght8, resumed its ascendency. lie now sleeps 

a admission, the shin and conjunctiva; indifferently; tbe bowels are open scantily ; 
of a light yellow hue, the countenance there is an evident fluctuation of fluid in 
cuts, and tbe features sharp, indicative the abdomen, and his legs have become 
pt mental prostration which ischarac- (edematous: pulse 100 of moderate force. 
£ic of the chronic stage of painter’s —Extract of cobcynth, ten grains , imme- 
2y$e. diately. 

'Ajb tongue is furred and flabby, the 11. The colocyntli acted freely upon the 
hoOfc: ,nre confined, the pain of abdomen patient’s bowels, and there was a fuint ame- 
relipStfd C '.pressure, and occasional lanci* lioration in his condition. On the subse- 
natinftknairfb^n tbe elbows and knees an- quent day, however, a slight sore throat su¬ 
nny bin. Tlit\pstient was early married, pervened, which consisted of a mere rubes- 
noif appear to have ever been eence of the internal fauces. The strength 
in or dimply addicted to sensual pleasures, of the patient gradually diminished, the 
■— Opnem^twograins ; calomel, four grades. quantity of fluid In the abdomen increased, 
Make a botys to be taken at bed-time. and was attended with pain and tendei ues*: 

18. This morning he is much better; he for this ■hlUterjre.K.plie.i, a»item|K>rwy 
has slept well, the first time for ten data; relief afforded ; but the fulcrum ot Ins oon- 
his sympathetic pains hare abated ; bowels ««“ l,on was gone,and.tt permanent ream- 
confined; pulse toil, and feeble.-Ca.for “•“?“*"» f «‘ 

oit, me ounce, to lo token even two hours f«d.ngly leeble; he has a difficulty of awal- 
uutil the bowels he opened. •»»»»». »wm 6 to a copiona accretion of 

viscid mucus in the throat; his connte- 
lit. fhe bowels have acted well, and lie ntuce however is tranquil, and hia pupils 
has slept profoundly ; at present he has no are dilated; the pulse 120. sod very feeble, 
pain whatever.— Let him take the pill twice p m wine, fmr ounces daily* 

IS. The difficulty of swallowing increns- 
20. Somewhat better; he is annoyed with ing, a sinapism was applied to the tlmml, 
nausea ; the emuuctories do their duty tole- the tongue became excessively swollen, 
rably, and he sleeps well. but did not materially impede respiration : 

27. He has continued without much vari- organ was scarified and its size reduced ; 
ation since the last note • he has been en- » e 1,ad diflxculty in swallowing Ins wine, 
tirely free from pain, but has experienced became gradually exhausted, and expired 
a gradual diminution of strength and loss *bia afieruoou. 
of appetite : to-day the pulse is 102, rather 

voluminous and feeble; and it is deemed ex- Autopsy twenty-four hours after death* 
pedient to give him the following tonic.- - , . . . 

SaMmte of minute, two from,, n he token ,, rl ” l»»™* *» »«* 
three times a'doy, in the /or* o/« drought. ™ .opeu.a. K tbe tbonoie and ahdo- 

I niiunl cavities, considerable vesceral disease 
Dec. 2. He suffers great inequality of| was ev y ent . i n t h e abdomen, adhesions 
spirits ; ut one moment they are buoyant, j ) w tw'een the organs were very general; the 
nt another miserably depressed ; his rest i liver nud stomach were both covered with n 
again disturbed, aud he complains of dull thick coating of coagulable lymph, flakes of 
puiu in his bonus; lie 1ms lenderuesB in iv hich were floating in a large quantity of 
his right hypochondriuui, and hia counte- soru „, which existed in this cavity. The 
nance is more sallow than before. Dulse substance of the liver was condensed 
mbde^tely full and regular; bowels scantily UiMughoat, tad its functions in several 
open; and he has scarcely strength to sit partJ obliterated; the mucus membrane of 
up in bed.— Vpbim, one grain; blue pill , t |, e alimentary canal presented vestiges of 
>e frm. hfttkt h pdl, to he token every j„|| amm „ijori. le the thorax old adheriooa 
night.—Decoction of dandelion, owe munr ; existed between the proper aud reflected 
castor oil, half an ounce, to be taken every pleura:, and the substance of the lung was 
morning. studded with libercles of various ages. 

<i, His health has varied liko an April The mucous tunic of the larynx and bronchia: 
dnv ; the tenderness extended from the was considerably injected; but the mucous 
right hypochondrium over the whole abdo- membrane of the pharynx was quite healthy, 
men, and ablistvf was consequently applied and tho substnuee ol the tongue exhibited 
to that region, and afforded signal relief: only the appearance of a simple tumefaction, 
this wbt followed by an amendment in the 
general state of the patient, and the consti- . - 

tut ion seemed for a while to rally with suf- 
faifcit force to throw off all its ailments; 
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NAVAL SURGEONS. 

The following letter was received at the 
Editor’s residence at the moment the Jour¬ 
nal was going to press. 

RESULT OF THE REPUTATION TO TIIP. 
LOUD CH AMnERLAIN.— 

THE ORDER OP EXCLUSION 

FROM MIS 

MAJESTY’S LEVEES RESCINDED. 

T« the Members of the Royal College 
of Surgeons. 

Gentlemen,— Tu obedience to your reso¬ 
lution of the 8th inst., we have this day 
waited on his Grace the Duke of Devonshire, 
on the subject of the exclusion of the sur¬ 
geons and assistant-surgeons of the navy 
from his Majesty’s levees. His Grace said 
lie had great pleasure in being able to au¬ 
thorize us to communicate to you the fol¬ 
lowing answer 

" Tltat his Majesty entertained the kind¬ 
est feelings towards the surgeons and assist- 
ont-surgeons of his navy; that the order 
complained of was rescinded, and that iu 
future those officer.* would be admitted to 
the levees through the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty.” 

Offering you our warmest congratulations 
upon this result, we have the honour to 
remain, your faithful servants, 

George Walker, 
Thomas King. 

209, Piccadilly, March 17,1831. 

P.S. Mr. W nkley having been suhpicnacd 
to attend a trial at Maidstone this day, he 
was deprived the pleasure of joining the 
deputation. 


COLLEGE OF PHVBTCTANS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—Will you have the. kindness to in^. 
form the discontented author of the 
signed “ A Licentiate” (paste 799of y^ir^* 
last Number), that the College of Y\\jfC 
cians exacts nothing beyond what it ia/*n- 
titled to exact by virtue of the T .r- 

liament and the College charter^ tbn^ all 
the students at each of our uuLgusitm.j have 
just us much right to coin pi m of tip Col¬ 
lege and other/<?£* «xucted 6rom 
So again, in all public and government offi¬ 
ces, he will finrf that whoever applies for 
their advantages, is subject to dvmands ou 
his purse,—that in law ho is drained of fees 
at every Btep,—and, in short, that there 
must be a thorough revolution in all these 
institutions and proceedings, before his quid 
pro quo accounts enn be satisfactorily audit- 
ed,—that if he be an Aberdeen or other 
Dub, he cannot expect to enjoy the privi¬ 
leges of better educated men, and must 
submit to the privation, and stifle his 
l.s.d. murmurp, satisfied with the privi¬ 
lege, that his paltry •• 321.” gives of mak¬ 
ing iiis fortune (as many licentiates do), 
by the power which he ennnot otherwise 
obtain of practising as a physician at all in 
or near Loudon. As to his discontent at 
the paper which he heard at the. College— 
if it contained many “ self-evident fuels," 
they ure suitdy preferable to lies which 
eluile detection. Jf it yielded but “ little, 
instruction,” let him supply the College (if 
he can !) with one that yields more! If he 
jfelt “ diiiii>piiiiiim<Mit, he was quite at 
liberty to walk out, without, probably, the 
fear of any one missing him! And if he 
[ '* regret the. loss oi time,” advise him to go 
I and employ it in future more to his “ bene¬ 
fit or satisfaction.” 

1 am, Sir, * 

Your obedient servant, 

Agrestis. 

V 

[For a letter on the same aubject, but of 
a very different tenor from the above, we 
have not room this week.—E d. L.] 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We are a pain most reluctantly compelled to pout- 
pone tlie insertion of several communications whirl, 
we have long hail on hand ; hut we shall speedily 
he enabled to discharge all the claims our corre¬ 
spondents have on u»,—wc hope to their sutisfaction. 
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ICAL*JURISPRUDENCK 


PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

( Concluded .) , 

BISMUTH AND IRON. 

Several cases of poisoning with the 
subnitrute of bismuth hating been recently 
recorded in the continental journals, a short 
account of the chemical history of this sub¬ 
stance, and of the mode by which it may 
he delected, may not be altogether devoid 
of advantage. 

The metal bismuth is of a reddish-white 
colour, brittle when cold, but malleable 
while warm ; heated to .10° Wedgewood, it 
tah-3 fire, and hums with a bluish-white 
flame, discharging copious fumes of the oxide 
of hismutb. It is difficultly soluble in sal- 
. phuric ot muriatic acid, but is readily dissolv¬ 
ed and oxydised by the uitric acid. A aatu-1 
, rated solution of bismuth in this acid is decom-1 
posed by the addition of water, by which a 
beautifully-white precipitate, the subnitrate, 
is thrown down. The soluble and insoluble 
compounds of this metal are all decomposed 
by sulphuretted hydrogen, wbieh converts 
them into the black aulpburet. Finally, the 
white subnitrate is, by the application of 
heat, converted into a transparent yellow 
glass. 

These striking proporties render the com¬ 
binations of this metal sufficiently easy of 
^ detection in organic mixtures. The beat 
mode of proceeding is by evaporating the 
suspected mixture, if fluid, to the consist¬ 
ence of an extract, diying this thoroughly 
before the fire, and finally charring it on a 


porcelain capaule. It is important here to 
note the difference between chtm'ing and 
incineration,—-terms which are not unfre- 
quently confounded in chemical treatises. 
By charring then, we mean the slow heating 
of the substance under examination to a 
point below that of redness, but still suffi¬ 
cient to destroy various organic matters. 
The operation is exemplified by the toasting 
of bread, roasting of meat, Ac., and is of 
vital importance in many analyses, inasmuch 
as it enables us to free from organic admix¬ 
ture many substances, which are either 
volatile, or would be decomposed by a full- 
red heat. In the present esse, if we em¬ 
ployed a red heat, the carbon of the organic 
matters would, in the first place, reduce the 
subnilrate of biamuth to the metallic state, 
and then a continuance of the heat might 
occasion tho partial, or even the total, loss 
of the metal in the form of the volatile 
VBpours of its oxide. 

After charring, our next object is to bring 
any bismuth present into a state of solution. 
This is most easily accomplished by treating 
the charred mass with moderately strong 
nitric acid, boiling, filtering when cold, and 
evaporating to dryness on a crystal. On 
the residuum (the nitrate of bismuth) we 
pour water, which generates the insoluble 
white subnitrate; and this we further ex¬ 
amine, after washing, by exposing it to 
a gentle current of sulphuretted hydro¬ 
gen, expelled from n small bladder with a 
stop-cock and tube, such as we have already 
| described; the black aulphnret is thus at 
once obtained. 

A chain of evidence is hereby procured 
which admits of no contradiction. A solu¬ 
tion of antimony might, it is true, imitate 
the results of the action of nitric acid, and 
the treating of the residnum with water; 
bnt sulphuretted hydrogen would cause an 
orange precipitate in an antimonial com- 
3H 
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tralizing them. But in applying that pthi« 
ciple to the treatment, it is necessary to 
bear in mind their extremely rapid opera* 
tion; for if much time is lost in seeking for 
an antidote, irreparable mischief may be 
caused before the remedy is taken. Should 
it be possible then to administer chalk or 
magnesia without delay, these are the anti¬ 
dotes which ought to be preferred. But if 
it will consume time to get them, then a 
solution of soap, nn article more likely to 
be at band, Bhould be administered, and 
while it is in preparation the acid should be 
diluted by the free uae of any mild fluid, 
milk or oleaginous matters being preferred. 
The carbonates of the alkalies are by no 
means eligible antidotes, being themselves 
possessed of corrosive properties. After 
the proper antidote has been given to n 
sufficient extent, the use of diluents ought 
to be continued, as they render the vomiting 
more easy. 

“ The treatment of the supervening in¬ 
flammation does not differ from that of ordi¬ 
nary inflammation of the stomach.” 

On this subject we may remark, that chalk 
is, for many reasons, the best remedy here ; 
and it should never be forgotten, that it is 
always at band in the ceiling and walls of 
every apartment. The first thing, then, to 
be done ia, to break off a piece of plaster 
from the wall, grind it to coarse powder in the 
quickest manner, and administer it in sus¬ 
pension in water or milk. It must, however, 
be recollected, that in the case of the nitric 
and muriatic acids, the resulting compounds, 
the nitrate and muriate of lime, are them¬ 
selves highly destructive to animal life ; we 
should, therefore, as soon as possible, fol¬ 
low up the administration of the chalk by 
draughts of broth or milk containing the 
phosphate of soda in solution; an insoluble 
phosphate of lime is thus generated, and 
every trace of the poisonous agent ia re¬ 
moved. 

We perfectly agree with Dr. Clfristison’s 
Condemnation of the alkaline carbonates; but 
wbat shall we say of Dr. Thomson’s direc¬ 
tions in the Conspectus, to which we have al¬ 
ready more than once alluded, and in which, 
under the head of sulphuric acid, our readers 
will actually find tU “ fixed alkalies” re¬ 
commended as one of the means of coun¬ 
teracting the effects of that poison! He 
might as well prescribe nitric acid as an an¬ 
tidote to the alkaline carbonates. One re¬ 
medy is just as harmless as the other. 

In Dr. Christiwn’a treatise, phosphorus, 


chlorine, and iodine, are next treated of, but 
no chemical antidote is mentioned. Dr. 
Thomson, in the work just spoken of, recom¬ 
mends copious dilution and the use of mag¬ 
nesia, “ to impede the combustion of the 
phosphorus in the stomach,” Bud to leu? 
tralize phosphorous and phosphoric acids, ' 
which, he states, are rapidly formed in thesi/ 
cases. The practice recommended ia. 
tainly very judicious ; but nothing 'ca^nje 
more absurd than to talk of combustion tak¬ 
ing place in the stomach. 1 

The corrosive effects of Iodine \uf.f be 
considerably alleviated by the immediate 
uBe of starch in its ordinary form, or in that 
of any amylaceous substance, as wheat, flour, 
potatoes, &e. An iodide of starch is thus 
formed, which may be extricated by vomit¬ 
ing more easily than the iodine itself, and 
which being rapidly converted into hydriodic 
acid in the alimentary canal, ia eliminated 
quickly through the various excretory chan¬ 
nels. 

In poisoning by Chlorine taken in solu¬ 
tion into the stomach, or by chloride of lime, 
the use of the bicnrbonnte of soda in water 
as hot aa it can be borne, seems to afford 
some encouragement, by converting the ex¬ 
cess of chlorine into muriate of soda. No 
experiments, however, are yet recorded, to 
prove the efficiency of this treatment. 

Oxalic Ann, the next poison enumerat¬ 
ed by the author, finda a certain antidote in 
the carbonate of lime or magnesia. It is to 
be remarked, however, that the oxalutes 
(which are nearly of equal virulence) are not 
thus decomposed. We nre, therefore, happy 
to be enabled to recommend, as »n invalu¬ 
able remedy in these cases, the solution of ‘ 
the bicarbonate of magnesia, invented by Dr. 
Murray, of Belfast, which precipitates the 
acid itaelf and all its soluble combinations. 
In the treatment of poisoning with the 

Fixed Alkalies, we find two certain 
chemical remedies in acetic acid and oil; 
the latter appears to be preferable, as it 
combines the effect of a mechanical demul¬ 
cent with its chemical virtue. It is almost 
needless to observe, that a soap is formed 
by the combination. In poisoning by Am¬ 
monia or its carbonates, acetic acid is prefer¬ 
able, as the ammoniacal soaps are of a very 
irritating nature. A very important set of 
poisens comes next in order, viz., the Sul- 
phurktb op the Alvaues. These, it wfB 
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be recollected, long held great reputation os 
antidotes themselves, but it has been of late 
satisfactorily established, that in such small 
doaes as three drachms, they are capable of 
k, inducing fatal symptoms, depending, it is 
yroftable, on the rnpiil disengagement of 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas. Dr. Christison 
then a case, according to the results of 
WiNh it would appear, that the uso of the 
cmnride of lime or soda will effect a cure by 
decomposing the sulphuretted hydrogen as 
^tiuicli’ly as it is evolved,—the chlorine uniting 
with the hydrogen, and tiro sulphur being 
set free., 

Notwithstanding the decided proofs that 
recently-prepared sulphurets ore themselves 
strong poisons, vet we think there is much 
reason to regret that in the revolutions of 
fashion, they should have nearly been dis¬ 
carded from the list of our chemical auxili¬ 
aries in the treatment of metallic poisoning. 
Besides their own poisonous energy, it has 
been alleged, that the insoluble compounds 
which they generate in nil deleterious metal¬ 
lic solutions, are also poisonous themselves. 
The sulphuret of arsenic for example, is iu- 
slanccd us being an agent nearly as virulent 
as the lusemousacid. 

Now we believe tbnt tbo outcry against 
the sulphurets is not founded ou sufficiently 
comprehensive views of their various rela¬ 
tions. in the first place, it is evident that 
the <j nan lit v of the sulphuret of potash, 
which would prove fatal per se, would pro¬ 
duce no bad effect if it encountered in the 
alimentary canal a mctuUic solution, lead, 
bismuth, copper, silver, or tin, for example, 
with each of which it enters into combina¬ 
tions insoluble in the intestinal fluids. It is 
thus manifest, that if we are called to a case 
in which w'c arc told that half an ounce of the 
acetate of lead has been swallowed, we may 
safely administer the sulphuret of potash 
beyond the dose in which it would by itself 
prove fatal, inasmuch as all the sulphuretted 
hydrogen extricated from it, is instantly 
absorbed by the acetate of lead, and an in¬ 
soluble sulphuret of that metal produced. 

Secondly, wo believe it to be an error to 
suppose, tlmt the metallic sulphurets are ge¬ 
nerally poisonous themselves. The source 
of this mistake is, we believe, to be traced 
to the ascertained fact, that the sulphuret of 
arsenic is beyond all duubt nearly ua de¬ 
structive as the utsenious acid; but this we 


are inclined to regard as the exception, not 
as the general rule, and it unquestionably de¬ 
pends on the solvent power which the gas¬ 
tric fluids are capable of exercising over this 
sulphuret, hut which they do not exert in 
any other instance. Thus Orflla has esta¬ 
blished, that half an ounce of the black aul- 
phuret of mercury has no effect whatever on 
dogs. The red or orange sulphurets of anti¬ 
mony are also inert, compared with the 
other preparations of this metal. Dr. Dun¬ 
can of Edinburgh, is every year accustomed 
to prove this fact to his clinical pupils, by 
giving it in scruple doses twice or three 
times a day. We have ourselves given 
twice that quantity without any effect, be¬ 
yond alight nausea, and it is probable that 
as much brick-dust would have been equally 
energetic. The case of Dr. Duffia, too, is 
fresh in the recollection of the profession; 
this gentlemau having accidentally taken a 
poisonous dose of tartar emetic, was success¬ 
fully treated by Dr. Duncan with the sul¬ 
phuret of potash. We had ourselves a pre¬ 
cisely similar case in one of our own ser¬ 
vants, who accidentally swallowed a solu¬ 
tion of forty grains pf tartar emetic; no 
vomiting had ensued for fifteen minutes 
when she was first seen ; ten grains of the 
sulphuret of potash were administered every 
quarter of an hour till the sixth dose, when 
she vomited a large quuntity of the red sul¬ 
phuret of antimony, and in six hours was 
perfectly well. 

The sulphuret of copper still more deci¬ 
dedly exemplifies the correctness of our 
opinions. Orfila gave an ounce of it to n 
dog, without any effect being produced. If 
long kept it becomes oxidated, it is true, 
but it will be remembered that the sul¬ 
phuret of potash forms it at once in the 
stomach, where it is effectually beyond the 
reach of oxidation, at least for the short 
time it remaius within that viscus. 

The same observations apply with in¬ 
creased force to tiu, zinc, bismuth, silver, 
gold, platinum, atul lead. Not one of the 
sulphurets thus formed acts as a poison, 
and though the sulphuret of potash would, 
it is true, produce dungeroua symptoms if 
given in largo quantities to a person whose 
alimentary canal is free from those metals, 
yet if the metallic solution or compound be 
present, the noxious influence of both ia 
counteracted, und u harmless coaipouud 
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results. For these several reasons we do 
not hesitate to recommeud the sulphuret of 
potash as tin effectual antidote to the pre¬ 
parations of copper, zinc, antimony, tiu, 
lead, bismuth, mercury, platinum, and gold. 
It will be raluable, especially, in the nume¬ 
rous instances in which we are without any : 
information respecting the actual poison 
which has been taken, and in cases where 
a mixture of different metallic, poisons has 
been given (and such an instance of atro¬ 
cious cunning is on record), it is our most 
comprehensive, if not our only, auxiliary. 
It will seldom or never be necessary to 
employ more than a draclnn or two of 
the sulphuret, which should* be given in 
divided doses of ten grains in solution, re¬ 
peated every ten minutes or quarter of an 
Lour. The effects produced must be care¬ 
fully watched, and nothing can justify the 
practitioner in leaving the patient while the 
antidote is employed. 

Wo proceed to enumerate the several 
other antidotes which have acquired reputa¬ 
tion in the treatment of poisoning by metal¬ 
lic preparations. 

Albumen possesses undoubted efficacy in 
cases of poisoning by corrosive sublimate , 
which it reduces to the condition of calomel. 
In poisoning with the soluble salts of copper 
it exerts a somewhat similar but less decided 
action, for while in the former a proto- 
ehlotide is formed, a compound insoluble in 
the acids of the stomach, in the latter an 
oxide is produced, which is readily separated 
by weak acetic or muriatic acid from the 
coagulated albumen with which it is com¬ 
bined. Albumen is, however, of essential 
service in this, as in many other forms of 
poisoning, by mechanically enveloping the 
noxious substance, and causing it to be more 
readily ejected from the alimentary canal. 
With zinc, tin, bismuth, gold and silver, 
albumen acts in both ways, thus specified, 
and it is especially useful in cases where 
the stomach-pump] is applied : it does not 
cause any decomposition of the salts of lead, 
platinum, or arsenic, or tartar emetic, and is 
consequently less universal in its applica¬ 
tions than the snlpburet of potash. 

The FfcnHOCYANATF. or Potash is ano¬ 
ther substance which exerts a very extended 
action over the metallic poisons, and which 
has not received from toxicologists in gene¬ 
ral the attention it deserves. For eoppor in 


all its forms it affords a perfoct antidote. It 
likewise decomposes the soluble salts of 
mercury, lead, tin, antimony, silver, and 
gold, causing with them insoluble precipi- > 
tales; but it does hot decompose somp o&r 
the more insoluble preparations of they* 
metals, which are nevertheless capable of 
aoting as destructive poisons. The fern* 
cyanute of potash has itself no poise:!bis 
properties. 

The Ai k m.ini*. Carbon atf§ once obtained 
general confidence as antidotes to the 
tallic poisons; they should, however, never 
be resorted to, because all the precipi¬ 
tates which they occasion in metallic solu¬ 
tion are soluble in the gastric fluids and 
weak acids, and, moreover, their operation 
does not extend to the insoluble poisous. 
Thus, if we treat a patient who hns taken 
the acetate of lend with the carbonate of 
soda, carbonate of lead is thrown down, but 
this, from its free solubility in the gastric 
fluid and acids, is quite as deleterious ns 
the acetate itself. Moreover, the carbonates 
are themselves dangerous poisons. 

Of Vegetable (ii.VTEN it is sufficient to 
observe that its virtues are similar to, but 
weaker than, those of albumen. 

We have next to consider a few indivi¬ 
dual metallic poisons which have antidotes 
peculiar to themselves. The soluble units 
of load are thus effectually counteracted by 
the phosphate or suiphate of soda, which 
throws down a thoroughly insoluble phos¬ 
phate or sulphate of lead. These antidotes, 
however, do not operate on the carbonate of 
lead, or the yellow «r red oxides of that 
metal. 

The soluble ha rttic salts are rendered 
innocent by the sulphates, which throw 
down an insoluble sulphato of baryta. The 
carbonate, however, is not interfered with 
by these reagents. 

Of the antimonial salts, Tahtah Emetic 
is said to find an antidote in Dark, and some 
striking cases are recorded of the success of 
this remedy. It is, however, rather incon¬ 
sistent with the virtues of the bark in this 
respect, that Dr. Duncan and many other 
physicians are iti the habit of prescribing 
tartar emetic in a decoction of bark without 
the antimonial action being at nil impaired. 
We would, in every instance, profer the 
sulphuret of potash. 

Lastly, though many remedies of this 
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kind have been assigned for Ajiknic, yet 
none baa received tbe aUgbtest corrobora- 
tion, and we therefore pass by tbia subject 
without further comment, and proceed to 

S consideration of tbe few organic poisons 
A we asserted to possess antidotes pe¬ 
ar to themselves. 

The first in order of these is tbe Hydro- 
cyanic or Ptiuasic acid, for which ammonia 
nnS chlorine have been strenuously recom¬ 
mended. When wo recollect, however,that 
jirussic acid is oue of those poisons which re¬ 
tains its destructive power in all its soluble 
combinations, we cannot repose any confi¬ 
dence on ammonia as a chemical antidote, 
though we consider it of the utmost value 
as a powerful diffusible stimulant, by which 
the narcotism induced by the acid is opposed. 
The second remedy, chlorine, combines 
high chemical and physical powers ; by the 
first it decomposes the prussic acid, and 
prevents it doing further harm, while, by 
its stimulating properties, it contributes to 
obviate the effects the poiBon lias already 
induced. The best mode of using this an¬ 
tidote is by inhaling the vapour of its solu¬ 
tion in water sufficiently diluted. The 
chloride of lime in solution may at the same 
time be taken into the stomach. It should not, 
however, be forgotten that insensibility will 
usually have occurred before medical assist¬ 
ance is obtained ; in this case inhalation is 
impossible ; we can only inject tbe solution 
- of the chlorine iuto the stomach. It would 
be easy, however, to contrive an apparatus 
by which artificial respiration might be 
curried on, and chlorine mingled with the 
air introduced. * 

For Opium we possess no antidote of any 
effect. The alkaline carbonates have been 
recommended on the grounds of their pre¬ 
cipitating morphia from its solutions. They, 
however, leave the narcotiue dissolved, and 
the precipitate which they do occasion is 
itself a poison of grpat energy. , 

The last class of poisons for which we 
have reason to believe an antidote to exist, 
is thus alluded to by Ur. Chnstison 
"Very lately M. Donne of Paris lias 
( stated that he has found iodine, bromine, 
and chlorine, to be antidotes for poisoning 
with the alkaloid of nux vomica, as well as 
for the other vegetable alkaloids. Iodine, 

* The best of nil remedies in the cold all union, 
and it should be used liking with the antidote just 
described. 


chlorine, and bromine, he says, form with 
the alkaloids compounds which are not dele¬ 
terious,—two grains and a half of the iodide, 
bromide, and chloride of strychnia, having 
produced no effect on a dog. Animals 
which had taken one grain of strychnia, or 
two grains of veratra, did not sustain any 
harm, when tincture of iodine was admin¬ 
istered immediately afterwards. But the 
delay of ten minutes in the administration 
of the antidote rendered it useless. In the 
compounds formed by these antidotes wills 
the alkaloids, the latter arc in a state of 
chemical union, and not decomposed. Sul¬ 
phuric acid separates strychnia, for example, 
from its state of combination with chlorine, 
iodine, or bromine, and forms sulphate of 
strychnia, with its usual poisonous qualities. 
It remains to be proved that the same ad¬ 
vantages will be derived from the adminis¬ 
tration of these antidotes in the instance of 
poisoning with the crude drug nur vomica, 
as in poisoning with its alkaloid.” 

We have now presented our readers with 
a sufficient summary of all that is yet known 
on the chemical treatment of poisoning. 
The mechanical and physiological treatment 
does not fall within the objects of these pa¬ 
pers. We may remark, however, that cases 
daily occur in which the utility of the sto- 
mach-pump is more and more established, 
and which Beem nearly to prove the univer¬ 
sality of its application. Within the last 
month we have known a case of poisoning 
by oxalic acid cured by its use ; and seven 
instances of arsenical poisoning have been 
detailed in the public journals, in which life 
waa thus preserved. Vet, with the excep¬ 
tion of the mineral acids, arsenic and oxalic 
acid hare hitherto been considered, as poi¬ 
sons which lay beyond relief by mechanical 
aid. Decidedly the best mode of treatment 
in the great majority of cases will be found to 
consist in a combination of the mechanical 
and chemical practice, followed subsequent¬ 
ly by the application of the ordinary prin¬ 
ciples of therapeutic science. 

Before we conclude, we are sorry to he 
obliged to remark, that the crime of poison¬ 
ing has of late become fearfully prevalent in 
this country. In Woolwich, on attempt has 
lately been made to poison fifteen persons 
st once, but as no death took place, the exami¬ 
nation was conducted iu so slovenly a man¬ 
ner, that no sntisfaciory information was 
disclosed concerning the poison employed, 
and no analysis appears to have been made of 
the vomited matters. In Lancashire, a con- 
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▼iction has just taken place for the murder 
of a child by aulphuric aoid. Of the Pul* 
ney case, as it is still under investigation, 
we shall say nothing. Several other iu* 
stances have recently occurred. Amongst 
others, it is whispered that an atrocious at¬ 
tempt has, within the last month, beeumade 
to poison a whole family iu Judd Street in 
this city. This affair ought to have been 
at once thoroughly sifted; but in this 
country, unless death take place, there is no 
regular mode of investigation; and it is 
with pain we declare, that the imperfect 
state of the laws relating to medical police, 
combined with the disreputable ignorance 
on medico-legal chemistry in the profession 
itself, almost offer immunity to the poisoner 
in the pursuit of his cowardly designs. 

The immediate causes of this danger to 
rhe public health are twofold. 1st. The 
appalling facility with which the most ener¬ 
getic poisons can be procured ; and, Sadly, 
the deploroble state of medical law and 
medical police, which permit life to he tri¬ 
fled with, and destroyed, in a manner osj 
scandalous to the legislature as it is dan-I 
gerous to the public. 

We shall perhaps return to this topic on| 
another occasion, and now quit the conside¬ 
ration of Dr. Christison's treatise with sin¬ 
cere respect for the great talents of its 
eminent author, aud gratitude for the in¬ 
formation we have derived from his mas¬ 
terly publication. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED by 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Feb. an, 1831. 

DISEASED HEART. 

I have here, Gentlemen, a heart, taken 
not from a patient or my own, but from a 
patient of one of my colleagues, which illus¬ 
trates a very interesting point in ausculta¬ 
tion. 1 did not see the individual to whom 
this heart belonged during life, but I have 
been told that there was a tallows-sound 
heard after the pulse ; that there was a 
strong impulse of the left ventricle of the 
heart, the left side at the moment of 


the pulse; that after that a bellows-sound 
was heard, and then a pause took place. 
Nowit is supposed by Laennec, that, when , 
there ia a constriction of oue of the auri- / 
culo-ventricular openings, a bellows-sound / 
ia heard after the pulse that if the bloor 
finds a difficulty in gutting into the ventricle 
when the auricle contracts, it then issues 
into the ventricle with a bellows-sound. 
There cun be no doubt, however, that a 
hollows-sound can he heard aflet the puls/— 
after the contraction of the ventricles, from 
another cause, and that is from the blood 
regurgitating into tbe ventricle again, front, 
the pulmonary artery or aortu. You know 
that nature has prevented all regurgita¬ 
tion through the pulmonary artery, and 
through tire aorta, by three semilunar valves, 
whicli, with the oasistnnee of the corpora 
8urantii, completely close the opening. 

If however tbeBe valves are torn or become 
imperfect, if any part of the opening is left 
unclosed, a part of the blood will rush back 
into the ventricle ; and it is to be presumed, 
that, if a portion does go back into the ven¬ 
tricle in this way through a small opening, 
it will go back with a bellows-sound. These 
1 changes would occasion no bellows-sound at 
the moment of the heart’s stroke, or at the 
moment of tire pulse, when the blood wus 
rushing from the ventricle; but at the mo¬ 
ment when the ventricle dilates, alter its 
contraction, after the stroke, after the pulse: 
that is to say, the moment the auricles are 
supposed to contract to fill the ventricles, 
at that same moment would the blood rush 
back into the ventricles from the aortu or 
the pulmonary artery, and therefore you 
would hear from this cause a bellows-sound. 

1 should therefore expect to find, if any of * 
the three valves were imperfect—if corru¬ 
gated, inverted, rvlroverted, or if torn, that 
you would hear a bellows-sound as soon as 
the ventricle begau to dilate—that is to say, 
at the moment the auricles are supposed to 
contract for Lite purpose of filling the ven¬ 
tricles, ut the same moment would the 
blood rush hack through the opening from 
the pulmonary artery or uortu, aud you 
would hear the bellows-sound. Now Took at 
these three valves which I show you— 
here is the left ventricle and here the 
aorta. The aorta is more or loss diseased. 
You see white specks uponit. What I now 
direct your attention to is what may bo 
called an embryo aneurism. This would in 
time have become a large aneurism. Here 
is the commencement of the coronary artery. 
Here is a portion of the aorta so diseased, 
that a little pouch is beginning to bo 
fonned ; aud here you see what, on u 
large scale, would he on aneurism. Now 
the disease of the internal membrane of the 
henrt and aorto close to this and below 
it-—that is to say, iu the situation of the 
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valves, lias been so considerable, that the 
central yalvo has .wt only become very 
much thickened, but it lias become short¬ 
ened, so ns not to correspond with the 
others, and fill up the opening ; it is only 
abeut half the depth it ought to be, and 
V.hat ulone would have allowed u portion of 
the blood to pass hack into the ventricle. 
But there is more to be observed than that, 
L»r a putt of it is toru away, and one fi la¬ 
ment only remains, binding the lacerated 
portion to the side of the adjoining valve, 
so that through such an opening as this the 
. blood would have rushed back into the ven¬ 
tricle at its dilatation. It is an exceedingly 
interesting, nud a very curious specimen. 

(You observe also the process beginning 
which nature ndopts to strengthen the parts, 
nnd to prevent as much as possible the 
effects of rupture of au aneurism—little 
adhesions forming of nil the parts without. 
This is an amazingly beautiful and delicate 
illustration of the lirst days of aneurism.) 

That circumstance gives rise to a bellows- 
sound after the pulse; and I have no doubt 
wbetever, that very frequently the bellows- 
Bound lifter the pulse arises, from the aortic 
valves not being sufficiently perfect to 
dost* the opening when the ventricle con¬ 
tracts, and to prevent the regurgitation of 
the blood. This is n circumstance which, 
ns far ns I have been able to examine 
Laennee’s book (and 1 have done it very 
carefully), was unknown to him; and ilie 
lirst knowledge 1 had ol* it was from Dr. 
James Johnson, the writer of the Medical 
and Chirurgical Review, He told me that 
he hud heard n hellows-saund from the. re¬ 
flux of the blood into the ventricle, and that 
J should be sure to find it mentioned in 
authors, either in Laennec or Brrtiu. f find 
only one notice of it, and that is in Berlin; 
but he evidently does not understand the 
point, for he says that the hellows-sound 
took place at the lime of the contraction— 
now it is clear that it must be ut the oppo¬ 
site time, namely, when the ventricle be¬ 
comes dilated. You will find this fully 
stated in my book on the Diseases of tins 
Heart, at pages ‘20 ami ‘21, therefore 1 shall 
not occupy your time wdth it. 

DISEASED 1U.ADUEM. 

I have here a very interesting specimen 
* taken from a patient not of my own but of 
another person, of a diseased bladder. The 
individual from whom this bladder was 
tuken had laboured under cystirrluca, or 
discharge of mucus from the bladder, for a 
grent number of years. He discharged such 
a quantity of mucus that it might bo col¬ 
lected ni the bottom of the pot, and drawn 
out into strings of great length. He went 1 
on in this way for a great number of years. 1 
V arious remedies were used, hut their effect' 


was all frustrated I believe, from bis not 
taking care ofhimaelf— taking considerable 
exercise. Any remedy that was at all irri¬ 
tating did him a great deal of harm. Mild 
meaua only were suited to him ; and I am 
not sure that they ever did him any good— 
at ony rate they did him no harm ; but 
whenever any-tliing irritating was taken by 
him, grout barm was produced. The con¬ 
sequence of nil tfiis was, and from his not 
taking euro of himself, that that which was 
at first only excessive secretion, became 
excessive iiritotion of the bladder, and at 
lost absolute inflammation, here is the 
bladder [exhibiting it], amazingly thicken¬ 
ed, its cavity greatly reduced, and the coats 
in a high state of hypertrophy. The mus¬ 
cular fibres have been greatly increased. 
So that the interior resembles the interior 
of the heart. There is such hypertrophy of 
the two muscles described by Mr. C. Bell, 
as running down from the openings of the 
ureters, and inserted into the prostate, and 
of the mucous membrane covering them— 
of the trigone vesicnle, that a triangular fold 
exists with a pouch or cavity behind it. 
The stones which you see here have nothing 
to do with it; they came from the gall¬ 
bladder. This person had 300 or 400 stones 
in the gall-bladder, but never experienced 
any inconvenience from them. This man 
had no stone in the bladder—no stricture of 
the urethra—no difficulty in passing his 
water. 

The symptom* at last were, extreme pain 
—great agony iudeed ; a constant desire to 
make water, and the discharge, of blood as 
well ns of mucus, which at last rather bore 
the form of pus. The agony 1 understand 
ut last was dreadful. From chronic exces¬ 
sive secretion, there came on chronic in¬ 
flammation of the substance of the bladder, 
and at last the chronic inflammation became 
at different times acute. Nothing is more 
common than for acute inflammation to su¬ 
pervene upon chronic. The mucous mem¬ 
brane is very red. The pain, the blood, 
the puriform dischaige, the emaciation, 
might have caused suspicion of ulceration, 
hut none existed, and mere chronic inflam¬ 
mation of any of the mucous membranes 
will cause three to a degree ; 1 do not be¬ 
lieve it possible from such symptoms over 
to declare with certainty, that any mucous 
membrane is ulcerated. 

ULCER OF THE PHARYNX. 

In regard, Gentlemen,to tho patients who 
have been presented, there was oue who 
weut out not well, but unable to remain 
longer in the house—a woman who hud an 
ulcer of the pharynx. I urn not aware that 
it was syphilitic. She had been married 
several years, and bad no other symptoms 
whatever about her, hut an ulcer of the 
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pharynx to be seen quite at the back on testmes. He was bled to fainting, ami forty 
opening the month. She said she had had leecheB were applied without delay to the 
the complaint at different limes for two abdomen. I gave him a scruple of calomel 
yearn and four months, that she had been and then half an ounce of castor oil every 
married eight years,and that she had never two or three hours. When he had taken 
had anything like syphilis. The tonsils two or three doses of the oil, his bowpls 
were affected as well as the pharynx. not having been moved, it was judged rights 

In this kind of ulceration, I believe oue of to give him another scruple of the calomel, 
the very best lotions is verdigris—the terugo and, in the evening, a glystor. Alter ho 
as it is called—the subncetate of copper had taken all this his bowels were opened 
raudo into a gurgle with honey, and properly by the evening. Sixteen leeches were agait 
diluted. This, 1 believe, cleanses those applied also in the evening, and the next 
parts better than anything else, and is an day he was considerably belter. In two or 
excellent application to foul ulcers ou differ- three days more, some little tenderness 
eat parts of the body. existing of the abdomen, twenty mote 

In u case of this kind it was necessary leeches were applied ; he had another dose 
to support the system well, therefore the of calomel, some more oil, his mouth grew 
woman had not only the house diet but a sore, and he then got quite well. You 
good allowance of porter. She likewise may judge of the rapidity of the cure from 
took Peruvian bark. The appearance of this, that, though the complaint was exceed- 
the ulcer was much improved at last, though ingly severe, having come in on the 7th of 
the parts were not well, but her family con- the month, he went out on the 24th, not- 
cems compelled her to go out of the hos- withstanding all these evacuations and thn 
pital. |r«e exhibition of mercury. 

FEVER. SYPHILITIC LICHEN AND LEPRA. 

Among the men there was presented a In the same ward was presented a man 
case of fever which presented nothing at all with n cutaneous disease which 1 believe 
peculiar, and which arose us all or nearly as was syphilitic, and the case was very iu- 
all the cases that I see arise, from chauge of teresLiug, for he had had the complaint 
temperature,—from heat to cold. It is two years. Jle was a married man, and 
very rare indeed to see any fevers here there were on different parts of the fuce, 
which are connected with contagion ; and particularly on the forehead, largo patches, 
certainly you have never seen a single case rather of a dingy red, puler towards tlm 
throughout tho whole of the winter of fever centre, and of a deeper colour at the cir- 
where the fever lias spread to any other iu- cumfereuce, so ns to look nlrnost like ring- 
dividual in the hospital. worm. I found that his head ached very 

The symptoms were, headach, pain and much, thut lie was drowsy and giddy, and I 
tenderness of the epigastrium—tho two. had him bled to sixteen ounces and purged, 
parts most commonly affected. The tongue I On further inquiry next day, though he 
was red at its edges, white and yellowish l had no paiu in his limbs, I begun to sus- 
on the back. He had diarrhica. j pect that there must he something syphilitic 

He was treated by local bleeding and the I abuut it. 1 observed a little scuriinexH upon 
exhibition of mercury till his mouth was j the patches, making it look like licheu ; and 
affected. He had throe grains of calomel jin one or two parts at the backo'fthe neck l 
every lour limns ; be was put upon slops ; jobserved something like scales. It appear- 
had twenty leeches applied to the epigas- jed to be like lichen or a very slight case of 
trium; and as the diarrhoea continued, the lepra, and lichen and lepra are the most 
hydrargyrum cum creta was substituted lor * commou forma of syphilitic eruptions. 1 
the calomel, and the leeches applied twice i found he bail had syphilis two or'three 
again. Under this treatment he got well, j years ago, and that he had not taken suifi- 

- jcieut moans, 1 conceive, to gel rid of it j I 

peritonitis. j then concluded that it was syphilitic, and 

There was likewise n patient who came j determined, in addition to the antiphlogistic 
in with peritonitis. Ho had had the disease j treatment, to put him on a course of mor- 
more or less for seven days. 1 1 came on sud- cury. The blood was always buffed, I should 
denly after very hard work. Probably lie l»adj have said. Ho was admitted on the 4th of 
been sweating and exposed to cold. The]January, and was then bled, I fouud it 
whole oftbe abdomen was tender—every part | necessary to bleed him again on the 7th to a 
of it, and he had had no stool/or three days, i pint, mid as the blue-pill which he was 
This would have led me to think it was ea- j taking in ten-grain doses twice a day, did 
teritis alone, hut that the tenderness extend- [not affect his mouth in a day or two, I in- 
ed to every part of thejubdomen. 1 presumed . creased tho dosu to n scruple. On the 11th 
therefore, that there must he inflammation j lu> was hied again u» twenty ounces ; on tho 
of the peritoneum, and likewise of the in-pUt lie was bled again to twenty ounces; 
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nod the mouth and bowels remaining un- had proceeded from a very different cause— 
affected, I increased the dose of the blue-pill from a blow* Michael Murphy was admit- 
to half a drachm ; on the 28th I increased it ted for pain of the head, produced by a Tap 
again (the mouth and bowels being still the with a ahillaleli. He had been at play with 
Bume) to thirty-live grains twice a day; and some of his gentle countrymen, and got a 
from the same circumstance on the 31st 1 slight thump, just sufficient to cause a con- 
increased it to thirty-fire grains three times slant pain of the head, and make it hot end 
a day. There ia no rule for the administra- throbbing. He was very drowsy, and had 
tion of this medicine. You will find that considerable pnin on the left temple, where 
some persons will have sore mouths very the rap had been given. The character of 
soon from taking five grains twice n day, the pain showed that it was entirely inflam- 
while in others it will take the large doses matory, being attended with heat, throbbing, 
that 1 have just mentioned, and it would and drowsiness ; being of a sharp character, 

, have been ns absurd to have continued to and not extending, like rheumatic pains of 
give ibis man only five grains twice a day, the scalp, down the face. The cause also 
ns it would have been to have given him proved sufficiently that it was of an iuflam- 
thirty-five grains three times a day, at lirat, matory nature. 

without know ing his insusceptibility. Ilia 'The treatment was simple enough, but 
mouth now became tender, but not pnrticu- required to bo energetic. I bled him to 
larly so ; so slightly lender that I did not twenty ounces, put him immediately on low 
omit the blue pill altogether, but reduced it diet, and physicked him with salts and senna 
to ten grains twice n day. On the 8th of everyday. On the ?th of Jan. he was bled 
February, and the 11th, his mouth was still again; on the 11 th he was bled again till he 
u little tender, and 1 reduced it to five grains fainted, hut w ithout very much relief. On 
twice u day, wishing still to keep up the finding the bleeding wus not relieving him 
effect on the mouth. After all this the mnn very much, I gave him five grains of calo- 
became perfectly well. I kept him here mel night and morning. In two or three 
till the twenty-fourth of Februnry, und he da>3 his mouth became tender, and 1 gave 
went, away quite free from hcadach and him the calomel in five-grain doses every 
from eruptions. night only. Ou the 18ili it was omitted 

1 presume this was n case of syphilitic altogether, as the mouth had become very 
lichen and lepra, hut uttemled with conges- tender. He wa3 now a great deal better— 
tion and inflammation about the bend, indeed free from coinplaint. On the S.itb, 
The blood I took away was every time however, J found still some fulness of the 
huffed and ruppod. 1 should mention that bead, ami as he was a very strong lusty 
extreme itching attended this complaint; fellow, and only 26 yenrB of age, I took 
that as soon as he was bled, that itching away one more pyit of blood from him, and 
went away, but gradually returned ugain, that proved quite sufficient, and he ever 
and was removed ngain by the bleeding; bo after seemed perfectly well. He then thought 
that nt lost he. had no itching nor iteudach, he might as well inform me that he had for 
nor any other symptom. The cose, wus one many months had sores upon his legs. I 
of interest, on account of the difficulty of found that these sores were dark-coloured 
L making out its syphilitic nature; hut const- blotches, in considerable numbers, upon his 
during the circumstances—considering that legs, and that some of these were diacharg- 
he had had primary symptoms before, and ‘.mg matter, and covered by hlack crusts. To 
that the patches were of n dingy colour, i soften the crusts, pouhicea were, applied, 
somewhat resembling Uchen or lepra, licit- and when they came off, they left very pale 
enous lepra, or leprous lichen, which you unlieulihy-lookiug ulcers, ash-coloured, and 
please, something between the. two; c«n- foul, about the ante of a silver penny—about 
aiderfiig these circumstances uil together, i a dozen on each leg. 
conceived that anti-venereal treatment was 1 believe this is a state in which many 
that which would be proper, and in the re- persons give sarsaparilla, and i ought to 
suit it turned out to he so. But the head- suppose often with very good effect. But 
ach and drowsiness ou the one hand, and it is very well known, that while surgeons 
‘the beat and itching of the skin on the have great faith in sarsaparilla, physicians 
other, made me conceive that antiphlogistic have very little faith; this is a strange ano- 
treatment would be proper, in addition to maly. Surgeons laugh at doctors and phy- 
mere mercury. sic, except when they are ill, and, in return, 

- are laughed at by doctors for their extraordi- 

infi.am matory ukahai.u vuu.owiNG a it ary faith in sarsaparilla. 1 myself am sa- 
ju.ow.— uicana on tub i.i-tift, am) LF- tisfied of this, that Rarsaparilla is used both 
ph acv of uoi'on nn arh.v. hy physicians and surgeons in a groat nom- 

There was a case of Iteadui-h presented in b» r of cas.-s where it does no good, and 
Jacob’s Ward, which was just like the lust whete it is not calculated to do any good, 
case, ns far us it wus inflammatory; but it At the same time 1 am not prepared to say 
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sarsaparilla has no virtue at all—it would [was a case in which he should give sur- 
be presumptuous in me to say so after all; saparilla. I very willingly consented, ns 
that has been stated by various individuals! my list had been pretty well got through, 
in favour of it. I only know, that in organic j anil as I had intended resorting to sars&pu- 
diseases many very eminent physicians have! rilla us a last resource, had he not been 
habitually prescribed large quantities of it j called in. It wns given with the liquor 
without doing the least good, and not only j potass#, ‘JO drops three times a day. In 
without its doing any good, but from op-' two days the ulcerB began to heal. In a 
pressing the stomach, and taking away the ■ week they were perfectly well, and tlio 
appetite, doing actual harm. 1 could men- - gentleinau has been well ever since. Since 
lion many old-established men, and highly 1 then, l took up sarsaparilla again, but griev- 
Bkilful practitioners, who are in the habit j ous and numerous hate been my diaappoint- 
of prescribing sarsaparilla in almost every ments. However, 1 cannot think this was 
chronic complaint; however, as surgeons clear proof that the cure was attributable, 
wh6 have greater experience than myself in to the sarsaparilla, because it was given with 
the treatment of ulcers of this kind, are the liquor potausse. I know the liquor pot- 
generally satisfied that it possesses very ssb© has a great effect in similar cases ; and 
considerable power; therefore it would l am determined to ascertain what is the 
very ill become me, having hud much leBS comparative effect of liquor potass© alone, 
experience in that department than they, to of dtrsaparilla alone. It is worth knowing, 
deny its utility; but l must say, that I have and that John Hunter accidentally learnt that 
too often used it in sue li cases, without be- liquor potass© is the best remedy in coses 
ing able to find any benefit from it. Jn one of boils. You will find in Sir Gilbert Rhine's 
or two case* it seemed unquestionably to do! Select Dissertations, that he was told by 
good, and then in eight or ten it did barm, John Hunter be bad been in the habit of 
und nil my doubts were renewed. ■ trying every-thing in boils, and never did 

I have frequently given patients, in the Ian y good. That has been my case; und 
condition supposed fit for sarauparilla, tie- j I have been in the habit of saying. You 
coctions of bark, or bitters, and found the can do nothing but poultice, and then wait 
name benefit; and frequently when they j till you have another crop [laughter), and 
have appeared to be deriving benefit from j poultice again. Sir Gilbert Blatie says, that. 
Barnaparilla, 1 have left it off suddenly, I John Hunter was giving a persou this medi¬ 
ant! the patients have gone on just aa| cine for a nephritic complaint, who also had 
well'.after wards as before; therefore j do'boils, and that the boils and the disposition 
doubt, having made a great many expen-1 to them were completely cured; aud that he 
ments of this kind, its having such great always succeeded in such casus afterwards 
power ns it has been said Jo have. 1 should with this remedy. 

be sorry to say it has no power at all; I can 1 have had no great opportunity myself of 
only say, that I am satisfied it is not 60 ge- trying this. 1 recommended it to a iriend 
pc rally useful as many imagine, and that of mine, and he took it for three weeks, lie 
the regular living, and diet, and the warmth had been tormented by Hoiks at intervals for 
of confinement to the wards, frequently a long time, aud has had none since. Three 
effect what it has the credit of doing. Many weeks is a short time, and 1 do not know, 
give it with blue pill or Plummer’s pill; but therefore, whether he may be considered 
aurely no inference can be drawn, when aojentirely cured. However, 1 gave the pre- 
jiowerful a remedial agent as mercury is sent man the liquor potass© without the 
simultaneously exhibited. sarsaparilla, and be got well rapidly, it is 

I recollect attending a gentleman who had ( right, however, to say, that he had the red 
had different internal complaints, und at last 'precipitate applied to the parts, mid 1 cun- 
ulcers such as appeared on this man, came 'not, consequently, say that the liquA pot- 
on the head, neck, and joints, and were ex-juts© effected his cure. However, he got 
seedinglv troublesome ; I got him much bet- well with the liquor paliius.i; for his internal 
ter by putting his general health in order, medicine, just as rapidly ns he could hove 
but the. ulcers proved obstinate, i tried a done with the sarsaparilla ; and liquor pot- 
variety of ways, and having no extraor- • aw»a> is rather the cheaper of the two. 1 hope 
dinar y faith in sarsaparilla, determined it ; you will try it, not only in cusea of boils, 
should he. the last. Alter some time tie ‘ present aud likely to come, hut of sores that 
wished Cor a consultation, and 1 of courseloccur in that unhealthy suite which has 
threw no difficulty in the way. The moment' been sometimes culled pseudo-syphilitic. 

a patient or his friends propoao such a thing, - 

it is expedient and politic to assent; aud Ki'ii.ui'lV. 

at the same time, when a case is obstinute, Two cases were presented of epilopsy, 
it is pleasant to one’a self to consult with bulb of which had done exceedingly well, 
others. A very eminent surgeon aud ex- The one was the case of u hoy—1 beg his 
cellenl man was called ip, and he said this purdou for culling him a boy—lie was 21 
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years of nge, bu£ gentlemen of llmt age are to die, and that he could not walk. Every 
sometimes, 1 believe, still called boys time I visited him he had always some 
(laughter ); it is in print that you are all terrible complaint, and he walked just like 
boys. He had been ill three weeks; he an old man, tottering ns he went; but find- 
had a constant throbbing of the temples, of ing there was a sufficient pulse, and recol- 
the forehead, and at the vertex; he had lectin g that his head had been in a full in¬ 
tightness of the forehead as if it was bound flammatory state, I persevered with bleed- 
round by a hoop, and a sensation of weight ing and cupping, and under copious depie* 
upon it; constant vertigo, and some little tion from time to time, and low diet, I got 
ifimness of sight; his sleep was disturbed rid, in a very great degree, of his appre- 
hy frightful dreams; his hands and feet felt bension, and in a measure removed his tot- 
benumbed and tingling, as if they were tering walk. When he came in he was bled 
asleep. Besides all these symptoms, which to twenty ounces, which was upon the 11th 
were constant, Im had fits of epilepsy. He of November. On the 11th, and on the 
• was in the hospital some six years ogo with 13th of December, he was cupped on the 
similar symptoms of disease about the head, occiput to twenty ounces. On the llllh, he 
and was troubled then with faintings; now was cupped on the left side to ten ounces; 
he bnd regular fits of epilepsy. I mentioned on the26th,he was cupped to sixteen ounces 
before, in speaking of epilepsy, that the in the occiput; on the 28th, he was cupped 
mildest degree of it very much resembles to sixteen ounces in the occiput; and on the 
fainting, and is mistaken sometimes f$b it. 25th of January he was cupped again in the 
This was decidedly a case, however, of occiput to a pint; on the 1 lth of February 
inflammatory epilepsy, and to be remedied cupped to a pint; and on the 18th, cupped 
only by rigid antiphlogistic means, lie was to twelve ounces. Under nil this he got 
brought in, 1 think, on the 23d of Decern- better and better; his spirits became roused, 
her; he was cupped on the occiput to a till at last, 1 believe, they prevailed upon 
pint, put on spare diet, and took ten grains him to sing a song, and now and then occa- 
of blue pill three times a day *, he was bled sionally to laugh, and a lively Frenchman 
on the SOth to a pint; on the 4th of J annaty in the ward once neatly got him to dance ; 
twenty leeches were applied to the temples, but these were, great efforts; at one time he 
nud continued every other day, with cold! did not conceive it possible to get out of 
washes; and on the 12th of January, the J bed. When 1 saw him last he still had some, 
leeches were applied to the number of 1 complaints to make; lie had no pain; but 
twenty everv dav, to the end of ;he month, j what he spat up when he chanced to cough, he 
At the 1st of February, they weie applied j thought was of a very bad colour. (Laugh- 
every other dav; the patient had no more j ter.) 1 believe he coughed either two or 
fits; indeed he had not one after he came three times in the course of the day, and 
into the hospital, nnd all the pains and other the little phlegm he spat up he considered 
symptoms in the head had diminished, so as to he of a very alarming character, (faugh- 
to be almost reduced to nothing, and there ter.) As it had come to that, 1 thought it 
was no occasion to keep him any longer in was unnecessary to keep him any longer; 
the house. Of course he took aperient me- I did not think it right tbst a bed should be 
dicines every day, or every other day, ns was kept filled by him. He was able to walk 
necessary. This was one of those numerous up and down stairs, though drawing his 
cases of epilepsy entirely inflammatory, and legs a little, as if he were, afraid of tumbling 
to be subdued only by the adoption of anti- and breaking to pieces, 
inflammatory means. I may mention, that while I carried on 

- depletion, 1 thought theTe was no impro- 

F.vti.EPlY and hypochondriasis. priety in endeavouring to strengthen the 
There was a patient likewise presented patient by giving him iron, because though 
from the aame ward of whose caae 1 formerly his pulse was full, the muscles were flabby, 
spoke; it was the instance of the union of and be was pale, 

epilepsy and hypochondriasis. The patient He took the sulphate of iron, five grains 
was the lad who, in addition to having epi- at first every eight hours;'then ten grains, 
. Icptic fits, was troubled with extreme appre- fifteen grains, eighteen grains, and st last 
heoaions about the slate of his health, and twenty grains, three times a day, his bowela 
had been addicted to masturbation. I found being regular. He was taking this at the 
in him fulness in the head, exactly as in tbe time be went oat of the hospital, and was 
case to which I have already alluded, but then very considerably improved, 
with that be complained of extreme debility; There was one ciroumstsnoe in this lad 

common antiphlogistic treatment was adopt- worthy of attention, but upon which 1 shall 
ed, juat as in the last case. Bat after the not dwell, as I shall hive occasion to speak 
epilepsy appeared to have been entirely sub- of it again, in a future clinical lecture upon 
dned, he frightened the sister of the ward the case of a woman. In him there was 
dreadfully f by complaining that he was going an extraordinary development of what phre- 
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nologists call tlie organ of circumspection, 
caution, or fear; that is, the corresponding 
part of the skull was of a roost inordinate size; 
not only much larger than any other part 
of the skull, but of a far greater dispropor¬ 
tion tlitin I ever saw it before in any other 
individual. What I state is no exaggera¬ 
tion, for most gentlemen in going round 
with me felt it, and found, what really yon 
will not often see, an absolute hump; while 
what phrenologists call the organ of cotn- 
bativoness, cournge, was unusually small. 
His natural disposition, I have no doubt, is 
exceedingly tiroid. 

The cases which were admitted last Thurs¬ 
day among the women were three; a case 
of erysipelas in the last stage, find a case of 
bronchitis, likewise in the last stage. It has 
been with great difficulty that both patients 
ore still preserved alive. Among the men 
a case of ague, a case of rheumatism, a case 
of enlarged spleen, indurated peritoneum, 
end dropsy; a case of ascaridcs, and a cbbo ; 
of chorea or St. Vitus' dance. 
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The meeting having been advertised for 
half past six, and the chair to be taken at 
•even precisely, an immense number of 
gentlemen bad collected by that hour; bat 
Mr. Hume having been detained by bis par*' 
liamentary duties, that honourable gentle* 
msrf bad it not in liis power to attend until 
nearly half past seven, at which time he 
entered the room, accompanied hy the gen¬ 
tlemen of the provisional committee, amidst 
the loudest acclamations. Mr. Home was 
immediately voted into the chair; and on 
entering upon the duties of his office was 
■gain greeted with the Hearty cheers of the 
whole assembly. At this time there were 
present upwards of one thousand gentle¬ 
men, and the number greatly increased be¬ 
fore the conclusion of the proceedings. 


The Ch airman. I attend here, Gentle¬ 
men, at the request of your Committee, 
with the full hope that the proceedings of 
this evening may lead to the objects which 
you hove so anxiously at heart. 1 need not 
state, that having been bred to the profes¬ 
sion, beiug myself a member both of the 
London and the Edinburgh Colleges of Sur¬ 
geons, and having for many years practise*’, 
medicine, I cannot he iuditferent to the 
honour and brilliant prospects which I think 
open to you at the present time. ( Cheers.) 

I am well aware of the complaints tlmt have 
existed for a long period against the lloyal 
College of SurgeoitB in London, nud the 
charge of monopoly which has for many 
yearB very generally existed, I fear with too 
much juslioe, against them; but- as I luive 
had so very little time to make myself ac¬ 
quainted with the purport of the resolu¬ 
tions, I have to request, that as you have 
been pleased to place me here, you will ulso 
enable me to support the authority of the 
chair, and second my endeavours to obtain 
for every gentlemau who may address you 
a full aiid fair hearing. The Committee, I 
understand, have prepared resolutions to be 
submitted to you,—resolutions which I have 
no doubt are well adapted to carry into ex¬ 
ecution the objects of the meeting, and I 
trust we shall be permitted to proceed in 
the course prepared by them, and that you 
will assist me in preventing nuy extraneous 
subjects from being introduced until the 
Committee havo submitted to the meeting 
wliat they have prepared for your attention. 
(Jjoudcheers.) 1 might express an opinion 
on the subject on which we are now met,— 
an opinion matured, perhaps, by the obser¬ 
vations of many years, hut I think it would 
be better for me, situated aa I am, to re¬ 
frain from stating it nt the present moment, 
and wait to hear the opinions of the various 
speakers who will addresByou ; and if after¬ 
wards I am called upon to nflVr an opinion, 
1 am sure I shall give a candid aud honest 
one as to the course that ought to be pur¬ 
sued. {Hear, hear.) One thing only I 
would say, and it is this, that i think we 
have now a government which is disposed 
to attend to complaiats of abuses in your 
profession. [IAnal cheers.) 1 thiok, there¬ 
fore, that we should he prepared to present 
i to them the whole of your grievances. I 
am satisfied that they would afford every 
assistance in their power to promote the 
important objects of the medical profession. 
£ shall now be happy to hear the Gentle¬ 
men who are to bring forward the resolu¬ 
tions. 

Mr. W. 8. Bowen. Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen *, perhaps it m»y be necessary for 
me to make some apology to you for intro¬ 
ducing myself so early upon tha notice of 
the meeting j in thus coming forward 1 hate 
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in view only tlie advantage and lionoar of 
the profession to which I belong, an honour 
which, however, I am sorry to say, 1 con¬ 
sider materially neutralised by my attach¬ 
ment to the London College of Surgeons, n 
connexion with which institution 1 cannot 
but consider to be rather a disgrace than 
^otherwise to a member of the medical pro¬ 
fession; in this feeling I am sorry there 
should be occasion for bo many to join mo. 
Without further detaining you, I shall pro¬ 
pose the following resolution, with the 
fullest expectation that it will meet with 
your approval, and bo immediately «e- 
’ conded:— 

“ That in consequence of the defective, 
unjust, and dangerous state of the laws re¬ 
lating to medical science, it is absolutely 
essential to the security of the public health, 
that measures be forthwith commenced to 
obtain from the legislature an improver! 
constitution for the government of the medi¬ 
cal profession.” 

Mr, Waklby came forward amidst wav¬ 
ing of hats and the loudest cheers. When 
silence was obtained, he spoke as follows:— 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — Having 
been requested by the Committee to second 
this resolution, I stand forward for the pur¬ 
pose of complying with their request. I 
must, however, in doing so, express my 
deep regret to yon, that they have not been 
enabled to find a gentleman (one whom they 
might easily have found) more competent 
to have executed this duty. (Cries of 
No, no, no, it is impossible.) But 1 shall, 
as on all previous occasions, attempt my 
best, and if I fail I know you will tuke the 
will for the deed. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, 
this resolution goes to state that the laws 
relating to the medical profession are in a 
defective condition, and the rational infer¬ 
ence is, that botli the profession and the 
public atlaTge must materially suffer in con¬ 
sequence of that condition. Gentlemen, it is 
not necessary for me to explain to you, as 
medical men, the utility, the vast, the para¬ 
mount utility, of medical science. It is not 
necessary that I should explain to you the 
maimer in which the study of that scieuoe 
enlarges and invigorates the mind of the me¬ 
dical student and medical practitioner, and 
the manner in which it ultimately leads to 
the amelioration of all those sufferings 
, which are incident to human nature. 
(Cheers.) In the earliest ages, medical 
science was duly appreciated. You know 
that when Hippocrates lived, even in those 
days the advocates and professors of medi¬ 
cal science were deemed worthy of deifica¬ 
tion—were objects or reverence and wor¬ 
ship; and instead of dwelling, therefore, on 
the early history of the science, 1 will more 
particularly advert to those laws under 
which the members of the medical profes¬ 


sion now exercise their function, and under 
which both the medical profession Bud the 
public so severely suffer. With this view of 
the subject I will enter on a full explanation 
of the laws which relate to medicine, in 
order to prove to you the absolute necessity 
for establishing not onlyu n ew college of 
medicine, hut a totally new medical consti¬ 
tution (hem 4 , hear) ; for the required refor¬ 
mation, if obtained, will leave no particle 
of the existing medical constitution to in¬ 
flict further mischief upon the public, or to 
visit further degradation upon the profession. 
( Hear,hear, and much cheering.) We have, 
first then, in London, a College of Phy¬ 
sicians. (Laughter.) I am not here for 
the purpose of making an attack upon the 
physicians of this metropolis, but 1 attend 
partly for the purpose of explaining to you 
the defective laws under which the physi¬ 
cians themselves exercise their functions, 
and to lament—sincerely to lament, in 
common with you, that a class of gentlemen 
so learned, and calculated to prove of such 
utility to society, should not have better 
laws for their protection—more rational 
statutes for their security. (Hear, hear.) 
The “ charter” of the College of Physi¬ 
cians, Gentlemen, was granted to that in¬ 
stitution—you will scarcely believe, it when 
I tell you the fnct—in the reign of Henry 
the Eighth. From that period to the present, 
it has undergone not the slightest inodifica- 
tiouin principle. (Hear,hear.) Audi would 
ask you whetberit be consistent with the pre- 
sent vastly improved state ofknowledge, whe¬ 
ther it be consistent with the increased degree 
of medical learning, whether it be consistent 
with the advancement that has been made 
in the cultivation of medical science, that a 
charter which was granted in the reign of 
Henry VI11. should remain even to the pre¬ 
sent hour in full operation 1 ? (Cries of “ No, 
no,no”) However, such is the case. (Shame, 
shame.) And what are the terms of that 
charter 1 The chief of its enactments states, 
that after a gentleman lias graduated at the 
Universities of Oxford or Cambridge for 
eleven years, he may be admitted to a fel¬ 
lowship in the College of Physicians ! and a 
very pretty fellowship it is. (Hear, hear, 
and laughter.) To a fellowship in the Col- 
loge of Physicians, after eleven years of term 
eating nt Oxford or Cambridge! But you 
will say that is not the case with all the 
fellows of the College. I answer. Yes, it 
is. True, there are other physicians con¬ 
nected with the College of Physicians of 
London ; hutwhoure they 1 Gentlemen who 
havo graduated for the most part in Scotland 
or Ireland—gentlemen of the highest intel¬ 
lectual attainments—gentlemen who have 
received, especially in Edinburgh and Dub¬ 
lin, a first-rate medical education ; who when 
they present themselves sit the College of 
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Physicians in London, and undergo their 
examination there, instead of being admitted 
to an equality of privileges with the fellows, 
merely become licentiates ; which means, 
in fact, that they hold a license from Hie 
College of Physicians to empower them to 
practise as physicians in London, without 
incurring a penulty of *»f. a month. {Hear, 
hear, hear.) Yes, and this Collage closes 
its doors against admitting any other in¬ 
dividuals; and even the licentiates them- 
selves are refused the use of the xqu- 
seum—are refused the use of the fibrins— 
are denied the power of enacting in the Col¬ 
lege, or of participating in the slightest de¬ 
gree in enacting, any of the hy-laWt which 
are formed for the government’of the fellows 
and of the licentiates; and the licentiates 
remain, from the moment of tbeir admission 
till the hour of their death, the servile ser¬ 
vants of the fellows. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
Gentlemen, is that a consistent state of 
tilings 1 Is it possible that the licentiates 
can he satisfied with such an institu¬ 
tion? It is admitted on all sides that they 
ore not, hut too many of them are afraid to 
come forward and openly express their dis¬ 
sent. (Cheers.) About the year 1700, there 
was an apothecary, or a surgeon-apothecary, 
in London, who presumed to practise ns a 
physician, that is, he attended and pre¬ 
scribed for the sick. The charter of the 
College prohibits any such interference; but 
this man, being a courageous and fearless 
individual—relying on public expediency— 
relying on what he considered useful to the 
public, contested the question with the 
College of Physicians, but lost his action in 
the Court of King’s Bench, and the penal¬ 
ties were obtained against him. Ilcappealed 
to the House of Lords, and the Peers upon 
hearing the question argued, on a writ of 
error, decided against the College (hear, 
hear, hear ); thus throwing open medical 
practice to surgeons and apothecaries 
throughout London and the United King¬ 
dom. The College of Physicians still, how- 
ever, retain in its charter the restrictive 
clause, which precludes any man from prac¬ 
tising in medicine as a physician, unless he 
be a licentiate or fellow of that institution. 
In the year 1815, however, a aad innova¬ 
tion took place, or at least it is presumed 
to be so, by the passing of what is called the 
Apothecaries’ Act. 1 should tell you, that 
from 1700 to 1812, things went on nearly in 
the same slate as they were about three or four 
years after the question had betn decided in 
the case of Rose and Searle—apothecaries 
were allowed to practise as physicians— 
surgeons were allowed to practise as physi¬ 
cians, and the latter felt themselves by the 
decision in the House of Lords, to which I 
have referred, unable to compete with the 
opposition to which they wore (has ex¬ 


posed ; they found they durst not attempt to 
disturb the apothecaries in those rights 
which they had long been taught to believe 
were exclusively their own. In 1812, the 
general practitioners finding their number 
grently multiplied, and that they were much 
annoyed in practice, thought that a new 
institution—a new corporation, was de¬ 
manded ; they raised the question of their" 
rights—they continued to debate their grieve 
ances for three years (at least for two years*)'; 
when, finding that the physicians resisted 
the proposition, the apothecaries said. We 
will go to the legislature—we will get a 
bill,—and a bill they did get. (Hear, hear.) , 
The physicians endcgprourecl at first to pre¬ 
vent the passing of that bill in the House of 
Commons; indeed they opposed it most 
violently, but ultimately it passed,ami what 
was the result! The bill passed the legis¬ 
lature, and what waR the effect of it?. To 
throw money into the pockets of a corpora¬ 
tion consisting of the Society of Apotheca¬ 
ries, without -producing to the public the 
slightest benefit whatever. (Hear, hear , 
hear, and one “ AW) A gentleman says no, 
but 1 shall convince him before 1 conclude, 
that 1 have stated no more than the truth, 

( Cheers.) I am sure you will all admit with 
me, that when a bill with restrictive clauses 
is enacted to protect the public from the 
operations of incompetent men ; if these 
clauses are not binding on incompetent men, 
the hilt must be useless. Now that those 
clauses are inoperative upon incompetent 
men is clear enough, because incompetent 
individuals are practising in every street 
(hear, hear) ; impostors are existing in all 
corners; and need I do more than appeal to 
the heart-rending inquests which havo lately 
been held (hear, hear ; brnvo, bravo), to 
bear me out in that assertion. If the gen¬ 
tleman be a friend to the Apothecaries' Com¬ 
pany, I take his “ no, no, to be the strong¬ 
est satire that can be passed on that body; 
fur if they have hsd the power 'to prevent 
incompetent man from practising, why have 
they not protected our fellow-creatures and 
the public against the atrocious proceed¬ 
ings in Harley Street? (Hear, hear, hear.) 
However, the singeing operations bave%oae 
on, and are still going on, but I do hope the 
public will at last burst forth irtto sn ims 
ristible opposition to all such base imposi¬ 
tions ; at all events, I shall assist to the 
utmost of my power in endeavouring to 1 
u rub out” such disgraceful transactions, 
(Jjoud cheers and laughter.) The Apothe¬ 
caries' Bill was passed in the year 1815 ; 
and, curious enough, though it was called 
“ A Bill for the better regulation of the 
Practioe of Apothecaries throughout Eng¬ 
land and Wjdes," the Worshiped Company 
have considered that they have a tight more 
patticslariy *? uttexfete with the members 
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of the College of Sturgeons, than with any 
individuals whatever; and whenever tbo 
members of the College of Surgeons hare 
endeavoured to recover a charge made for 
medicines and medical attendance, the Wor> 
abipful Society has been very expert indeed 
in sending emissaries to the defendants, 
Jelling them, ** O, such a rann is not a mem- 
•her of our Company, therefore lie cannot 
'•cover; he has no legal claim upon you.” 
(Wear, hear.) Such has been the hind and 
benevolent conduct the Company has thought 
proper to adopt for the benefit of the pro* 
tension, You may remember the case of 
Mlison v. Haydnn : the plaintiff brought 
an action for the recoAry of the Rraount of 
his bill, and Chief Juatioe Best (now Lord 
Wynford) decided that typhus fever not 
being o surgical case (m«eA laughter), the 
gentleman who attended and supplied the 
medicines had no right to recover for those 
medicines {shame, shame); presuming, I 
auppose, that though he was a surgeon, he 
was not competent to prescribe in u case of 
typhus fever. ( Near, hear.) This was the 
decision of Chief Justice Beit. The case 
was very seriously argued afterwards by the 
judges sitting in banco ; hut even there they 
could make nothing inure of it, though these 
learned personages laid it down as law. 
that surgeons might recover for medicines 
supplied as auxiliary treatment to a surgical 
case. They saw not, however, that every 
case might become surgical. The judges 
said it was quite proper that the practi¬ 
tioner should be considered competent to 
prescribe iii a case where it might become 
surgical, but yet in a case of typhus fever 
he could not be deemed competent! {Loud 
laughter.) I suppose the judge thought 
that any-ibing like abscess could not arise 
in typhus fever, mid therefore it was not 
reasounble to suppose that a surgeon was n 
competent practitioner in such a disease. 
There was another case, that of “ Steed v. 
Henley.” Mr. Steed was a surgeon—had 
been a member of the College of Surgeons 
two yeara before the Apothecaries’ Bill was 
passed. He supplied the defendant, a wo¬ 
man. with medicine ; bUc afterwards, as is 
not wry unusual in our profession, refused 
to pay his just demand. He brought an 
Action*for the renpvery of the amount. That 
Action vu tried also in the Court of Com¬ 
mon Pleas, and it waa held that the plaintiff 
*oould not recover, because be was not a 
•ember of the Apothecaries’ Company, 
aud because be was not in practice before 
the 1st of August, 1815, when the Bill 
came into operation. Mark! he had been 
A member of the College of Surgeons 
during two years before that measure was 
sanctioned by the legislature'. {Shame, 
shame.) The Chief Justice bn that occa¬ 
sion said, “ JUelly this la a noft unfortu¬ 


nate thing; I feel the hard si tip of ihe case— 
it is exceedingly cruel, hut 1 cannot help it, 
and the hurdeliip is the greater, because this 
Bill was avowedly passed to protect the 
public from the operations of ignorant and 
incompetent men. Now as this gentleman 
is a member of the College of Surgeons, and 
as he was e member of it for two years be¬ 
fore the Bill came into operation, it cunnot 
be presumed that lie is an incompetent man; 
stilt, however, be must he nonsuited!” 
{7feari hear.) Now, Gentlemen, these are 
a few specimens of tbo effects of those laws 
which ore etill in existence. These deci¬ 
sions sm Still fresh in the recollection of the 
judges; these are the decisions they have al¬ 
ready come to, and which they are ready to 
come to again. T should tell you further, 
Gentlemen, that to-tparrow at Maidstone, 
the Apothecaries' Company will try an ac¬ 
tion against a member of the College of Sur¬ 
geons, for merely having prescribed nnd sent 
his medicines to his putirnts from his own 
surgery. {Hear, hear; shame, shame.) A 
trial of that description will take( place even 
to-morrow. In the Apothecaries’ Bill of 
1815, there nre two clauses to this effect— 
I believe the ‘28th and 29th ; they run thus 
in the first, " that nothing in the Act herein 
contained shall be construed to extend to 
any of the rights, privileges, or immunities, 
which have been enjoyed by the member* 
nf the Colleges of Physicians or Surgeons." 
The enactments were not in any way to affect 
the rights, privileges, and immunities, of the 
members and fellows of ihose institutions ; 
aud yet you see bow the judges have allow¬ 
ed that Act to encroach upon aud utterly to 
destroy nine-tenths of the rights and privi¬ 
leges heretofore enjoyed by thoso gentle¬ 
men. {Loud cheering.) Further, it is stated 
in the 29th section of the Act, that chemists 
and druggists are not to be affected by the 
liill; that they are to carry on their trade 
as fully and to all intents and purposes after, 
as they had carried it on before the passing 
of the Act. Pray attend to this point— che¬ 
mists and druggists were not in any way to 
he affected by the Act; they were to be 
permitted to prescribe and to dispense their 
drugs afterwards, precisely ns they had done 
before the passing of the Act; but the mem¬ 
bers of the College of Surgeons, whose pri¬ 
vileges were also to remain untouched aud 
not to be affected, theg cannot, agreeably to 
the decisions of tlm judges, now recover for 
medicines which they may prescribe, unless 
in diseases clearly surgical; nay, more, the 
Apothecaries' Company are pursuing sur¬ 
geons under a penal statute, for prescribing 
and dispensing at nil in medical cases. 
{Loud cries of shame.) Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, looking at the laws relating to 
these subjects, is the cull not imperious on 
ui to demand with voices as powerful as wo 
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can raise to the legislature, that those laws 
should be totally and radically changed? 
(Loud cheers.) 

Geutletnftn, let ns now, for one moment, 
pass from the Worshipful Company of Apo¬ 
thecaries to that redoubtable body the Col¬ 
lege of Surgeons, in Lincola*a-lnn-Fields, 
of fl sound chirurgical” police celebrity. 
{Hear, hear, hear, and loud cheering.) This 
is a curious institutionj one of the most 
extraordinary, I believe, that ever was 
formed by our late curious government— 
late government, I might almost say defunct. 
{Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, respecting the 
two bodies I have already spoken of, I should 
tell you, that the College of Physicians 
hold the charter as it was granted originally 
by Henry the Eighth, and the Apothecaries’ 
Company were originally connected with 
the Grocers’ Company. (Laughter.) Rhu¬ 
barb nod BUgar, however, could not agree; 
they separated ; one remained in the neart 
of the City, aud the other settled near Black- 
friars Bridge. Rhubarb carried on its 
' operations very comfortably till 1815, but 
then it was found to be a little too astrin¬ 
gent in iU nature ; it entertained a great 
desire for gold, and accordingly applied to 
lire legislature in pursuit of its favourite 
object, and it is to be regretted, that the 
petitions of this body were not answered 
with more talent and prudence. On the 
other hand, the College of Surgeons in Lon- 
don remembered that it was originally con¬ 
nected with the Barbers’ Company—with 
the company of shavers ( much laughter ), 
and curious enough, the two charters under 
which we now live and exercise our pro¬ 
fessional duties—those two enlightened and 
revered charters—the two charters which 
ire now in full force, are identically the 
same charier which the surgeons and apo¬ 
thecaries possessed when they formed inte¬ 
gral parts of the grocers and shavers’ com¬ 
panies ; yet they are designated now—at 
least the College of Surgeons—by the name 
of College, aud the master is transformed 
into a president. Gentlemen, the charier 
of the College of Surgeons—indeed there 
has been a variety of them granted, from 
henry the Eighth’s time to the Jamesek, 
eight or nine altogether—but the whole of 
these were incorporated, and all their re¬ 
strictions and improper clauses continued 
by the 18th of George II, till, I think, 
1790; and at that period a portion only of 
the surgeon’s company found it convenient 
to allege that the company was dissolved, 
and they mude the legislature believe that 
the Act of Parliament had dissolved also— 

( much laughter) —that the parchment had 
expired with the masterahip (hear, hear) ; 
in fact they went to the legislature for u 
new Act, being desirouB of removing from 
the neighbourhood of the Old Bailey, where 


they had carried on their operations for two 
or three hundred years; indeed it appeared 
they had been placed there for the purpose 
of assisting, in his avocations, a friend of 
theirs, a very respectable gentleman, named 
Jack Ketch. (Much laughter.) They re¬ 
moved to Lincolu’s-Jnn-Fields. The Hun¬ 
terian Museum, which was purchased for 
the members of the college with puhli* 
money, was attached to the institution (heus, 
hear)— aye, purchased, Gentlemen, with 
public raouey (hear, hear) —and they went 
to Parliament praying for a new Bill, be¬ 
cause they found the Hunterian Museum a 
remarkabiy heavy <^g upon their necks, 
possessing at that Time no funds for its 
maintenance. They went to the legislature 
and petitioned for a new Act. In this they 
partially succeeded, for the Bill passed the 
House of Commons ; it went through the 
House, through the Committee, iulo the 
House of Lords, and passed even the second 
reading in that Home before the character 
of the measure Was fully understood. It 
then happened to catch the scrutinising eye 
of Lord Thurlow, and. upon taking it up, his 
Lordship said, “ Why really this is one of 
the most scandalous documents I ever saw 
in the whole course of my life; and the 
countenances of these petitioners for the 
Bill iu coming here—the brass in their 
faces, must be as hard ns the steel in their 
scalpels, or they never would have had the 
insolence to come to this house to ask the 
legislature to bestow upon them such an 
in iq ui tons instru me n t of monopoly (//ftfr, 

hear, hear.) It was a Bill to render the 
whole profession subservient to these men ; 
and of the very petitioners on that occasion, 
some of them are existing at thn present 
moment in full perennial freshness in the 
Council of the College of Surgeon* in Lin¬ 
coln’s-Inn-Fields. (Hear,hear, hear.) Af¬ 
ter my Lord Thurlow’a exposition they 
became so completely abashed—he flung 
with such contempt the shattered fragments 
of the Bill into their faces, that they for a 
while slunk hack into theif holes and cor¬ 
ners, and for u period wen* silent. However, 
being of the true bullish breed, one simmer'* 
eveniug they come out again, and thought 
that by makiug a very humble request to 
the Privy-Council they might be able to get 
toe ear of the King; uud would any one 
believe it, after the disgraceful dofeat they, 
had suffered on that occasion, they, wiifi 
the whole of the frame-work, and with all 
the internal machinery of the very same Bill, 
got that Bill grunted to them by the King 
in the form of a Charter ! That very Bill 
which they went to tbu House of Lords 
with, snd which Lord Thurlow deprecated 
m such severe nnd reprehensible terms, is 
now the charter under which we are insured 
by the President and Council of the Coilega 
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of Surgeons. (Hear, hear, hear.) That 
charter, Gentlemen, gives to the college — 
first of all let me tell you that the charter 
expressly states that the college belongs to 
three bodies, the President, the Council, 
and the Commonalty, or Members—they 
Represented to the Privy Council, that they | 
«vere asking nothing for themselves, that( 
nl e y were the most disinterested set of peo- 1 
pie on earth, such os their successors have 
been. ( Loud laughter.) They solicited 
nothing on their own account; they were 
mailing the entire of their requests for the 
* general benefit of the community. (Much 
laughter.) But there was oue request 
which, unhappily, was not founded upon 
any well known principles of justice, for it 
especially prayed that the power to make 
by-laws for the government of the college 
should be invested ill the President and 
Council alone. (Hear, hear, and hissings.) 
They have exercised the rights which they 
obtained under that chatter, but 1 can boldly 
assert, in the presence I am sure of many 
lawyers who are now here, that that charter 
having been obtained by fraud, if wo could 
have full and complete justice, it would 
prove to be worth not a single straw. [Hear, 
hear, hear.) No charter, if it be obtained 
by misrepresentation, is valid ; and I know 
that our enlightened Chairman will confirm 
me in what 1 am stntiug, that this charter 
was obtained by meuii9of misrepresentation, 
because it was alleged in the preamble, tiiut 
thevAct of the 18th of George the Second 
had expired ; it bad not expired ; it was in 
operation at that moment; but they were 
anxious to have new powers, they were 
, anxious to thrust the commonalty from their 
gates, to degrade those very gentlemen 
whom tbp.y pretended lo he desirous to de¬ 
fend, ami from that moment the President 
and Council have degraded them, and step 
by step have robbed them of all those rights 
and privileges which, as learned men, they 
were fully entitled to enjoy. ( Immense 
cheering.) Now, Mr. Chairman and Gen¬ 
tlemen, it must be clear to you by what 
trickery and what deceptions they obtained 
their charter. They were anxious to be 
quiet, and to remain as dormant as possible, 
until wbat is called the hour of memory had 

} >assed; that is, they were anxious not to 
if disturbed in their close aud unjust pos¬ 
session, and therefore, with the exception 
of extracting from each Loudon member one 
guinea annually, they alfcwed the com¬ 
monalty to go on quietly enough until about 
the year 1823, when under their charter in 
1823, what think you was the by-law which 
they enacted 1 It was one of the most dis¬ 
graceful regulations that was ever enacted 
by any corporation—a by-law disreputable, 
restrictive, and degrading, iu the whole of 
its obnoxious principles. [Hear, hear.) I 


should say, that upon the face of it there 
does not nppear nny-thing so very objection* 
able, but you will soon perceive how it must 
work when in action. The regulation was 
to this effect—That the Court of Examiners 
would not receive certificates of attendance 
on lectures on anatomy, and in proof of the 
performance of dissections, unless the lec¬ 
tures were delivered and the dissections 
performed in the winter season. This must 
appear to you lo be a mo9t extraordinary 
by-la*, and one which contains a most as¬ 
tounding proposition. They state that in 
the discharge of their duty , and in order to 
promote the cultivation of ** sound chirur- 
gical ” knowledge, it was tiecessary for 
them to issue this by-law, making a dis¬ 
tinction between knowledge acquired in the 
winter, end knowledge acquired in the 
summer. Knowledge attained in the sum¬ 
mer was not capable of resisting 93 or 300 
degrees of heat; the knowledge, of sommer 
was unsavoury, rotten (laughter), and 
therefore they could only receive know¬ 
ledge acquired in the winter season t 
(Loud laughter.) Why had they such a 
partiality (or lectures delivered in the win¬ 
ter season! I will tell you in a few words 
—it was because they themselves were the 
winter lecturers (hear, hear) ; and this by¬ 
law in so many words said lo the lecturers 
throughout London, England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, " We, the Court of Examiners, 
acting under the charter obtained from his 
Majesty George the Third, will receive no 
certificates from pupils in proof of attend¬ 
ance upon lectures on auatoiny, unless the 
fees for such certificates hare been paid to 
ourselves, or to our relations. (Loud 
cheers.) There were ten of the Council 
called the Court of Examiners who signed 
this by-law, and eight of whom at that very 
moment were connected with the. London 
hospitals and schools of anatomy (shame, 
shame), where the lectures were delivered. 
And, Gentlemen, as an act of justice to the 
public, 1 will read to you their names. They 
are related with great faithfulness in a little 
book which 1 hold in my hand ; the work 
was published about five years ago, and by 
one of the present Council—l mean Mr. 
Lawrence. (Hear, hear, and loud hisses 
from many parts of the meeting.) 1 am 
not at all surprised that marks of disappro¬ 
bation should be heard. (Renewedand in- 
rreased hissings.) Gentlemen, you will un¬ 
derstand that these hisses are not directed 
against me (ericsof “ A T o, no, no,” “ Against 
Mr. \Lawrence," “ Against Mr. Law - 
rence"), they ore directed against the au¬ 
thor of this book (Hear, hear, and cries 
of *' Certainly thcif are"), and 1 pray to 
God be may show in a very short time time 
he doeB not deserve them. (Hear, hear, 
hew.) The names of those worthy exatni* 
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sera who would hare nothing but winter 
courses are as follows:— David Dundas, 
William Norris; these gentlemen were 
not connected with the hospitals, and they 
could not be charged with entertaining un¬ 
fair views. Not so with ThomI' uii-ri u, 
Everard Home, Ludford Harvey, Wil¬ 
liam Blif.ard, Astlky CoorER, John 
Abernethy, William Lynn, Henry 
Cline. You will see that such a regula¬ 
tion as that was, one would think, exclusive 
enough in principle—bad enough in its 
character—monopolizing enough to satisfy 
the most avaricious members of a rapacious 
corporation. But not so with our worthy' 
examiners, for in the following year they 
passed another by-law; for this, you will 
recollect, was only iu relation to the winter 
courses of lectures on anatomy. I cannot 
at this mompnt Iny my hand on the regula¬ 
tion which they passed iu the following 
year, but I recollect it perfectly. ] t was to 
this effect:—That the candidates for the 
diplomas of the College must, on present¬ 
ing themselves for examination, produce 
certificates of sttendance upon hospital prac¬ 
tice ; yet all the country hospitals were 
swept off at one fell swoop. Knowledge 
had previously been represented as “ un¬ 
sound” when acquired in the summer; and 
now it was contended that knowledge iu the 
provinces could not be obtained at all. 
{Hear.) Many of the country hospitals, be 
it remembered, are larger than the London 
hospitals; the surgeons exalted and cele¬ 
brated for their talents— {Hear, hear, hear), 
some of them as celebrated as any men in 
England, or even in Europe. ( Ijmdcheers.) 
In fact, 1 would say to you that the country 
hospitals are much better calculated for 
teaching surgery than those of Loudon, be¬ 
cause their wards are not crowded with stu¬ 
dents like those of the metropolitan in¬ 
stitutions. {Hear, hear.) The pupils in 
those excellent establishments are not pre¬ 
vented from seeing the paticuts, whereas 
here, in nineteen cases out of twenty, they 
have no opportunity of coming in contact 
with the putient, and all they con collect 
ore a few unconnected remarks from the 
mouth of the attending surgeon over the 
shoulders of their fellow-students, at a dis¬ 
tance, perhaps, of five or six yards from 
the sick bed. (Hear, hear.) But whence 
the cause of this shameful injustice 1 why 
was such an act perpetrated by the Council 
of (he College and the Court of Examiners? 
Why, the by-law was enacted, I say design¬ 
edly enacted, to throw money into their own 
pockets. (Loud cheers.) It is useless to 
soy apparently, for they have sense enough 
to know that it wub designedly done, and 
with an utter recklessness—an utter reck¬ 
lessness of consequences to pupils, to pa¬ 
tients, and to the public. ( Loud cheers .) 


But in 1824 the worthies proceeded in tbpir 
laudable labours, and legislated again. In 
this year they issued a regulation declara¬ 
tory that certificates of attendance upon lec¬ 
tures and demonstrations should uot be 
received by the court unless the schools 
from which those certificates were obtained, 
had been “recognised” by the physicians, 
or surgeons of one of their own hospitals* 
{Hear, hear.) And when did they ado/it 
that resolution ? At the moment when the 
school of the late Mr. Edward Grainger 
had just fallen into the hands of the present 
My. Richard Grainger. They thought, 
-^-indeed they openly declared,—that they 
■would bring his theatre to the ground, and 
that aa to his brother, Mr. Richard Grainger, 
his certificates should never he recognised, 
and that his theatre should be annihilated. 
{Hear, hear, and cries of “ Shame shame.”) 
Mr. Richard Grainger applied to the Col¬ 
lege, imploring, as his fortune depended on 
the success of the school, that his lectures 
might be recognised, and his school sup¬ 
ported. The dignified answer of the Col¬ 
lege, sent through Mr. Belfour, was this, 
“ We cannot recognise bricks aud mortar.” 
(Loud cries of “ Shame") “ But,” said 
Mr. Grainger, " recognise ray pupils. If my 
students have talent, give them the oppor¬ 
tunity of showing their talent (hear, hear) ; 
examine them; if they prove upon that 
examination that they are not competent to 
discharge their duty to the professiou and 
to the public, reject them as is your duty 
(bravo, bravo) ; but if they have talent, J 
implore you not to indict on me such injus¬ 
tice as to reject them because l happened to 
hold this theatre in March, 1825.” The ob¬ 
jections were so strong, they were 60 deeply 
rooted—they created such disgust in the 
minds of the profession, that at last the 
current of iudiguation burEt forth in one 
tremendous torrent against the College, 
and every' independent member df the pro¬ 
fession hurried forth to raise his voice against 
-uc.h un atrocious system of monopoly. A 
public meeting was held on Saturday the 
18th of February, 1826, aud ut that meeting, 
which was nearly as numerous as the'one I 
have to address, Mr. Lawrence (hisses from 
many quarters), —Mr. Lawrence took the. 
chair. (Much hissing throughout the room , 
with cries o/“ tVhere are. you now, Law¬ 
rence?") Here are the speeches, gentle¬ 
men, delivered by the chairman on that 
occasion, and if lou have them not, 1 ought 
to republish them for your information. 
(Bravo, bravo.) These denounce in un¬ 
measured terms the constitution and con¬ 
duct of tho existing College. ( Renewed 
cries of “ IVhere is Mr. Lawrence now ? 
Shame on him, shame on him—he has 
lately betrayed the cause.") In stronger 
terms thun 1 have ventured to employ, he 
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represented tlieir by-laws os miserable and 
ungrammatical in composition—as base ami 
discreditable in spirit. ( Hear, hear, hear.) 
Eurther. be has declared in those speeches 
that until the constitution of the College, be 
changed, the public ran never expect justice 
from the College of Surgeons. {Hear y hear, 
“hear.) Ai that meeting resolutions con- 
ylemnatory of the College were adopted with 
wclurnation—there was scarcely beard an 
opposing voice. A petition founded on 
the resolutions was presented to the House 
of Commons, I believe in tho month of April 
, or May, 182<>; and the prayer of that peti¬ 
tion was to the effect that a committee of 
inquiry might be appointed to examine 
into the nbuses in the College of Surgeons; 
and if the allegations in the petition should 
prove to be well-founded, that the legis¬ 
lature would then give to the members 
at large the power to elect annually its 
governing body. {Hear, hear, hear.) 
Though that petition was presented to the 
House of Commons by a highly-talented and 
respectable geutlemnu, Mr. Warburlon, no 
motion wus ever made on it; and there it 
still lies, like thousands of others, or, rather, 
it speaks truth, upon the table of the House 
of Commons. {Cries of “ Shame, shame.”) 
After these proceedings, Gentlemen, the 
College seemed disposed, for a short time, 
to relax in their evil doings. We had hi¬ 
therto been thrust through the back-doors 
iu Portugal-slreet,—the members were not 
sufficiently elevated to euler by the portals 
in Lincoln's Inn Fields, but they were 
thrust iu through the back-doors, like 
common menials ; and the liunteriuti Mu¬ 
seum,'—that collection which no pupil mu 
view for live miuutes without currying 
away with him knowledge which must prove 
useful to the latest period of his life,—that 
Museum was literally closed against the 
profession for twenty-seven years, though 
the bond under which the College holds it 
requires that it shall be open two days in 
every week, and during four hours in each 
day) and though it stipulates that there 
aliould be a catalogue, explanatory of the 
preparations, the Museum has now been in 
their possession upwards of 30 years, and 
the catalogue was ouly in part published this 
last summer ! Now I ask, what enn nuv 
person expect from euch u body of indivi¬ 
duals us ibia! (Cries of “ Nothing, no¬ 
thing.”) Wlmt can you expect troru such 
a body ? {Nothing, nothing.) In 1827, 
wheu they were ashamed of any longer 
thrusting the members through the back¬ 
doors in Portugal Street, they at last made 
a small sirfe-door in the theatre, and al¬ 
lowed us to enter through that side-door. 
Something like the Irishman who made two 
openings, one fur the sow, and one for her 
little pig {much laughter), they make two 


openings ; we are not allowed even yet to 
go through the same door u themselves, 
lest we should contaminate the path they 
tread ; and in order to gratify tlieir spleeu 
against the members, they have literally 
disfigured the College by making the side- 
door for the members, who are declared not 
to have equal rights with the President and 
Council. ( Hear , hear, hear.) Since 1827 
they have enacted more “ regulations,” and 
there have been elected into the Council a 
succession of liberals ; in this respect, how¬ 
ever, there appears to have been & change, 
but no improvement. The pupils now are 
required to attend two winter courses of 
lectures on siirgery, of six months’ duration 
each. When the candidate presents him¬ 
self for examination at the College, his cer¬ 
tificates merely amount to this—certificates, 
remember, obtained from the. hospilnl sur¬ 
geons—“ This is to certify, that A. J5.having 
been plundered of between three and four 
hundred pounds, we consider that lie is 
fully entitled to claim an examination." 
{Great cheering.) I say, Gentlemen, it is 
a robbery—it is an actual robbery. [Hear, 
hear, hear.) 1 Tepeat the word, and 1 will 
continue to repeat it until the hour of death : 
for wliat was the conduct of this College in 
18241 And you must allow me, lor a mo¬ 
ment, to revert to the transactions of that 
period ; for I never like to advance a charge 
in the absence of proof. ( Hear , hear.) Be¬ 
sides, I know that I am now speaking iu the 
presence of some of those persons them¬ 
selves—at all events of some of their near 
relatives, if not of themselves ; and further, 
I doubt not that they are accompanied by 
tlieir fit associates, the Bow Street officers. 
{Heur t hear , and much laughter.) Gen¬ 
tlemen, in 11121 or 2, Mr. Edward Grainger 
S opened a school in the Borough for teach¬ 
ing the science of anatomy; and, unfortu¬ 
nately. he. thought proper to charge only 
one half of the regular hospital price. 
{Laughter.) The "regular” price was 
twenty guineas for dissections and lectures 
on anatomy ;—he charged ten ; but, although 
he demanded hut ten guineas, he furnished 
the students with a commodity which was 
just double the value of that supplied by the 
regulars.” ( Hear , hear, hear.) Oh 1’* 
said the Council hospital lecturers, “ here 
is a pretty concern ! If we don’t stop this 
young man it will be all over with us.” Mr. 
Abernelhy, on one occasion, remarked, 
“ Faith, there arc already eleven lecturers 
on anatomy, and if we don't take care, we 
shall be ousted altogether; therefore, iu 
order to support the respectability of the* 
profession, wo must legislate for tire benefit 
of ourselves.” ( Hear, and much laughter.) 
Therefore—and. Gentlemen, pray mark this 
closely, all on u sudden the dead bodies dis¬ 
appeared from the dissecting-rooms. There 
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were no bodies whatever to be found in the and lie sent over his students to this city 
.private schools. One gentlemau who com- better skilled probably in anatomy than 
menced lecturing in Loudon certainly hit any who had ever left the London hospitals, 
upon nu ingenious expedient fur overcoming They presented themselves for examination 
the difficulty of supplying his school. He at the College. As no subjects could be ' 
said, “ Fi! tell you what; 1 have taken n procured here, you of course will sny that 
commodious hurying-ground, and 1 have e those examiners who had been so desirous 
little house attached, the back of which of advancing “ sound” chirurgical know- , 
opens upon the ground. It’s a burying ledge were greatly delighted on seeing can 
place, called a comfortable one by the suiuts, didutes so peculiarly well qualified ; but no/- 
so l charge them pretty decently for depo- they refused admittance to those young 
siting their friends there, and I charge the gentlemen—they would not examine one of 
pupils pretty decently for taking them up them, because they had not certificates to 
again.” ( Loud laughter,) Perhaps that prove that all their dissections had been 
gentlemen is present,, and will corroborate performed in Loudon. (Hear, hear.) Gen-’ 
the statement. (lAtughter.) It was only tlemeu, Mr. Bennett has published his Btate- 
from this source that he was enabled to sup- merit of these particulars, a statement which 
ply hi? school. At the period of which I am Mr. Lawrence thought proper to republish, 
now speaking there were no bodies what- Mr. Bennett finding all ut once that he was 
ever in tire dissecting-rooms of Guy’s and uneasily situated iu Paris, that there were 
Si. Thomas's Hospitals. The resurrection difficulties opposed to his pupila by the 
men walked through the B.^uares like gen* French authorities, came to Londou and 
tlemen. I recollect saying to them, on one solicited the iolerfereuce of Mr. Canning, 
occasion, “ How is it that we cannot pro- who wr 9 thyn minister for foreign affairs, 
cure anybodies here?” One of them re- Mr* Caimm#* uufortunutfely sfcnt his letter 
plied,** 0, we cau do very well without to the College ofSurgftous, thinking that he 
grubbing now." My suspicion was,ex- was doing a great deal for Mr. Bennett, aud 
cited, and I said, “ llow is it—you donut will you believe it, « deputation, consisting 
mean to assert that you are paid if vou do not of Sir A. Cooper, Mr. Abernelhy, aud of 
briug subjects'?” “ 0 yes, we are,” was others of the Council, wailed on Mr. (!an- 
the laughing reply. (Hear, hear.) How ning, and by their representations prevent- 
was this? Gentlemen, it can be proved ed Mr. Canning from interfering iu Mr. 
that the hospital lecturers of London actu- Ben n eft’s behalf; consequently, Mr. Beu- 
aily subscribed to maintain the resurroctiuu nett was obliged to leave Paris; his eslu¬ 
men in idleness in order that Mr. Gfctiuger I bliahrr.ent, left without the support of his 
might not procure bodies for his students ; I own College and the government of, ..Jkis 
but the resurrection men being admirers of {own country, was broken up [great disup - 
the principles of free trade, clubbed oil their '.probation) ; he. was compelled to leave Parts, 
side to supply Mr. Grainger with bodies [ hut, thank God, he is now an oraiineul to a 
free from cost (cheers), and thus he was glorious institution in this metropolis, 
enabled to go on teaching anatomy without (Loud cheers.) Gentlemen, let us come to 
the slightest inconvenience, and with 4 rich u more receut occurrence. Uu the 14th of 
profit 10 the resurrection men ; for if a body February last, an oration was delirt.icd iu 
were wanted ut St. Thomas’s or Guy's, the the (Jo I lege. On that occasion the mem- 
monopolists at those hospitals, who were at ber? generously thought they might confer 
that very momeut rewarding these men for a service upon a deserving branch of their 
living in idleness, had to pay twenty or brethren, bv agreeing to two or three in¬ 
twenty-five guineas for every subject. Now offensive resolutions. The Council, after 
it was at this lime that the examiners framed receiving these documents, refused to act 
the by-law which declared that no certifi- upon them, on the alleged ground of ",’rre- 
cato should be received for dissections, un- gulnrity.” Of the circumstances connected 
less those dissections were performed in Lon- with the infamous assault committed ou the 
dsn /tyriug the winter season, they them- members in the theatrecftheii own College, 
selres at that moment, with very lew ex- you are already fully and accurately inform- 
ceptiontt, not being able to procure a single ed. (Cries of “ In famous,'’ aud "ffcure+We 
subject. But this was a proof of their love are.'') After the profession have been op' 
fur science. Take the following fact as shamefully abused, after the public have 
another exampleAn Irish geut : eman, been ■<> grossly neglected, after the charter 
now a professor iu the University of Lon- lias been so basely violated, by this same 
don—a geuileman of splendid abilities, Council, can you ever expect a voluntary and 
established a school of anatomy in Baris, salutary reform from that body ? (Cries of 
where he was enabled to teach English " Afo, no, wo.”) I say no, too, therefore I 
students the science at a charge of only beseech you, one and all, to come forward 
four francs for each subject. Head bodies in support of a liberal institution—in sup- 
could be obtained there at four francs each ; port of a liberal college, whore all ttys 
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members of the profession—surgeons, phy- [Hear, hear, hear.) ° Well but," su'd I, 
sicians, aud apothecaries, may meet each “ why then are noitbe certificates of summer 
other under the protection of equal laws, courses recognised ?” “ This is the reason: 
1 just principles, and upon friendly terms, the surgeons themselves, who are members 
[Immense cheering.) 1 know you will be of the Council, do not lecture during tho 
good onough to excuse me for detaining summer months.” ** But what is their al- 
you, when it is considered that it is abso- leged reason?” “ Why, they represented 
' lutely necessary these facts should be placed it to be owing to the danger of dissecting 
;beforeyou, in order that you muy be in a in the summer season. I told them I had 
"situation to decide upou the best course now only lost one in the whole course of my life, 
open for adoption. With this view, I must and that was in the winter time. I told 
ask permission to explain a little further them further, they pust Temove the restric- 
wiih regard to the medical departments pf don, or I would apply to a court of law on 
% our hospitals. The members of the Coun- the subject. rt They replied, 4 * O no, don*t 
cil of the College of Surgeons are Wlf* do that: the truth is, we want to prevent 
elected—that is, when there is a vacancy, any more from beginning to lecture; but 
they elect each other. They meet in secret put down in your certificates, attend- 
conclave with their list before them. An ance upon your lectures fof so many 
awful silence pervading the room, certain courses, without stating whether they wera 
names are read down ; and if it should hap- ] attended in winter or iu summer. Say nothing 
pen that a member, who, for the security of at all about time ; we shall understand, and 
his patients, has been guilty of the great that will be sufficient.”. This practice was 
offence of dispensing his own medicines, he adopted, and continued on both sides for a 
is rejected immediately ; they cry “ Jalap,” time; but Mr. Brookes himself told roe, 
nnd bis name is instantly struck off. ( Loud apparently with an aching heart, that tha 
laughter.) On proceeding, if they happen impression produced by the College regula- 
to find the name of a remarkably pliant man tior^was so strong agwnst his school— pro- 
—a man whose head is as soft as dough— duced such a general impression throughout 
one whom they can mould to any form they the country, that his certificates would not 
please—oue who entertains only convenient; he received, that his class was broken up, 
scruples, he is joyfully admitted. [Hear, \ and lie was obliged to dispose of his theatre 
hear.) But, Gentlemen, why was not Mr. and the whole of his museum. [Hear, hear, 
Brookes admitted into the Council ? [Hear, and l°nd cries of “ Shame, shame") Mr. 
hear, hear.) Why was not this venerable Brookes was a perfect anatomist, and it 
Mr. Brookes elected, for he evidently was would have been a blessing to the profes- 
n<ft*u incompetent man ? [Cheers.) When j sion if he had been elected into the Court 
I was at 2»i. Thomas’s Hospital, attending Examiners. There is not a man who will 
Sir Astley Cooper’s lectures in 181;>, 16, 18a J be was “°t competent to fill a seat in 
and 17, Astley Cooper used invariably to J tIl « Council; and there is not a man in the 
any to u« at the end of the season, “ Now, | Council who could raise ail objection to bis 
Gentlemen, 1 have worked away as hard as j being in the Court, or show a reason why he 
I could, but if you wish to learn anatomy, j should not have been elected, exoept the 

go to Mr. Brookes during the summer sen-(Objection against Mr. Grainger—that of 

sou, [Hear, hear, hear.) Sir Astlev I fa »ving solJ *»« lectures at half the monopo. 
Cooper a short time afterwards rejected the Huts* price. They had no other reason to 
summer certificates of this same lecturer. ■ offer lor not udmitting him. They would 
(Hear, hear, hear.) I spoke to Sir Astley elect no teacher who was not odmitted to 
Cooper, and to some of the other examiners, their Anatomical Society; aud they ex¬ 
on the subject of this rejection of Mr. eluded him from the Anatomical Society 
Bro*kes's certificates; I inquired the rea- because lie charged only teu instead ot 
son for the rejection ! ” Why, to tell you twenty guineas for his lectures and disseo- 
. the truth,” said Sir Astley, “ ft is in couse- dons. [Shame, shame.) Now, Gentlemen, 
quence of the dangerous tendency of the I think we have made out a pretty long ca- 
dissectinns performed in the summer time— talogue of sins against this College. But 
,thete has been a‘great fatulity attending direct your attention to the hospitals, lor 
summer dissections, and hence we have de- there you will find the same men flourishing 
tormioed not to recognise them.” It struck another branch of tho system. A vacancy 
me there might be some (ruth in this asaer- occurs in St. Thomas’s Hospital; the whole 
tion ; accordingly I weut to Mr. Brookes, | tfibe are immediately at work, writing cer- 
and asked him if he had lost many students j tificates that Mr. so aud so has displayed 
from injuries inflicted in practising summer the most profound knowledge m his profes- 
dissections. « God bless you,” said Mr. «on that he is entitled to the full coufi- 
,Brookes, •' I never lost but one student in dence of the governors, and is, of all men on 
my life by dissections, and that was by a earth, the most competent to fill the vacant 
tUssecUou performed in the winter season." office. Now, who is the candidate 1 Why, 
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curious enough, be invariably happen* to be men in the land. The property U theirs, 
un hospital apprentice. If he be not a hos- Each mao and each woman in those institu- 
pital apprentice, he has no earthly preten- tions is entitled to the full benefit arising 


apprentices'! Simply because the fathers j to the rot ernora, but to tbe poor. {Hear, 
of these young men happen to pay the aur-J hear, hear."} But yet, under this system, 
geons, that is themselves, from five hundred would you eredit it when 1 tell you (for thereV ' 
to one thousand guiueaa each with the inden- are gentlemen present, l presume, who drf 
tures. (Hear, hear.) And they have a rule not belong 19 the profession), that there n 
iu Guy's Hospital, uud in St. Tbopas’s too, not a resident surgeon in St. Thomas's Hos* 
to the effect, that no man shall be elected to pital—that there is not a resident surgeon 
be a surgeon of those hospitals unless he in Gay’a Hospital, the income of tbe two 
* have been an apprentice to one of the aur- institutions amounting to nearly 90,0001. a , 
geons belonging thereto. No matter hOw y||r 1 But you will reply, ** The surgeons 
big a fool he may be (laughter),— no mat* waide close by." No, they do net. Oae 
ter whether he ever dissected a body or of the surgeons of St .Thomas’s resides in 
not,—no matter whether he ever performed Bridge Street, Blackfriars, another in Lin* 
a single surgical operation,—no matter coin’s Inn Fields, and the third in Bruton 
whether he be thirty or twenty yean of age, Street, Berkeley Square. (Shame, shame.} 
he. is thrust into the most important medical Hence if it no happen that a patient i® 
office in the kingdom. (Hear, hear.) Gen- admitted with htemorthage, or with any 
tleraen, take the case of one of Sir Astley violent disrate, and 4t is tbe 11 taking-in 
Cooper’s nephews. This gentleman, after week" liit is termed, of the 

he returned from the army, actually served surgeon who.restda* in Brutou Street, 
an apprenticeship to an officer of Guy’s Berkeley Square, the time which must be 
Hospital that he might be elected surgeuu to occupied in going'for the surgeon, tad the 
the hospital. (Shame, shame.) I would time which must be oooupied while be is pro- 
rather not mention names; but this is the ceeding to the hospital, must elapse before 
mode in which these elections are managed the patieut can receive any benefit from his 
under the existing system. There is Sir attendance, aud is it too much to expect that 
A alley Cooper, of the College nod of the death is sometimes the unfortunate result 
Borough, he is consulting surgeon to Guy’s of ibis protracted delay! (Hear, hear,hear,) 
Hospital. (Cheers and kisses.) Gentle- A gentleman on my left has said, that “ Mr. 
men, these lrisseB fall not on me ; if my Callaway resides within two buodred yards 
statements are true, they fall on the authors of Guy’s Hospital,” but Mr. Callaway hag 
of the system; if my statements are false, no connexion with St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
let those g«utlemen who hiss come boldly and be is only assistant-surgeon to Guy’s; 
forward, and manfully contradict them, further, be is left almost without reward for 
(Ijtrud cheers.) Gentlemen, hear a state- hia services in the institution, and does rot 
ment once made, by Sir Astley Cooper him- consider it to be liis duty to remain at homo 
self. It was published, mid is now before on account of hia hospital functions, except 
the world. The worthy baronet made it at the prescribed hour. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
with that good feeling which formerly was Why is it that a resident surgeon is not ap- 
always in operation iu his mind. He said, pointed 1 Because it does notOgree with 
“ Why, it cannot be supposed that I enter- the plan of hospital patronage. The trea- 
tain a feeling of hostility against the Bo- surers must have three or four large femi- 
rough surgeons. Good God! just look at lies distributed in various directions, thus 
them : there’s Travers—he was my appren- they render themselves most important per- 
lice; there’s Green—he is my godson ; sonages. (Hear, hear,hear.) Geotlloiea, 
there is Tyrrell—he is my nephew; and what is the remedy for these flagrant abuses? ■ 
these are the surgeons of Sr. Thomas's Hos- What is the remedy for tbe present fib* 
pilol. Now go over to Guy's: there is traded and degraded stnte of tbeptofwsims? 
Key—Good God ! is he not nay nephew? What is the effectual and materitl-feBef th|| 
There is Morgau—was lie not my appren- must be obtained 1 1 fully eonouf ft-itk'fflp 
tice? There is Bransby Cooper—is he no* committee in the relevancy and prtbscWi 
my nephew ! And there’s Cutaway—was he efficiency of tbe adHMfte to V pfo po ee d , 
no* my apprentice!" (Immense laughter.) The substance of theprMsotsrd pile il sim- 
All, ns pat ns possible, iu one snug family, ply this—that a OWCollege be established, 

(Hear and laughter,) The income of these to be entitled, if you think right, Tub Lon- 
hotpitals is not less than between 80 arid now CotLaorf ov JMhttictJra; that all am* 
90.000/. u year; ami 1 nm sure you will tlemeu Wbo are new qualified to praetSe— 
say, therefore, that the poor are entitled to legally qualified to practise—be entitled to 
treatment fully as scientific, and folly as enter this College* and reoeiv© a diploma *a 
careful oo all oocations, as the first boble- a Fellow, upon tb* payment ofeawwdU fie#, 
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u may be consistent with the support of the 
institution (hear, hear) ; that the officers 
of the institution be elected annually, nnd 
by the voice of the great body of the Fellows 
(hear, hear ); that not only the Council, 
but the President, be elected by the great 
body of the Fellows (hear, hear ) ; that the 
examinations of candidates he conducted 
in public, in the presence of the fellows, 
of the Press,—and of the whole community 
(loud cheers) ; that no extortionate ceutxfi* 
cates be required from candidates, so that 
in this institution, knowledgealoue maybe 
deemed the passport to fame; that know¬ 
ledge derived from any quarter, obtained 
from any source, be fully and immediately 
recognised; hence uny gentleman of proper 
age, on putting down his name for exami¬ 
nation, be entitled, at the expiration of one 
month from the d a y of making the subscrip¬ 
tion, to a full examination, if nothing dero¬ 
gatory to his moral character be elicited in 
the interim (hear, hear) ', that he be inter¬ 
rogated with the dead bpdy before him 
[great cheering); that Ids examination be 
practical and impartial, and not frivolous and 
vexatious (cheers) ; that be be examined upon 
great and important points embruciug the 
whole Tange of medical Bcience, and that it 
he left to a professional Jury to decide 
whether he shall be admitted or not. 
(Cheers, and hear, hear.) Then, Geurle- 
inen, in order to cast aside the absurd dis¬ 
tinctions which now exist in the profession, 
Mfo names, such as Physician, Apothecary, 
Snfgeon, and Accoucheur—that in this col¬ 
lege all who receive the diploma of the Fel¬ 
lows be denominated Doctors. (Loud 
cheers.) Therefore those gentlemen who 
are now in practice, whether ns physicians, 
surgeons, or apothecaries, will be entitled 
to the title of, and be styled, Doctor upon re- 
ceivingthediploinaofthiscollege,which they 
will have the opportunity of obtaining upon 
giving proof that they are legally qualified 
to practise in either branch of the profes¬ 
sion. (Cheers.) Further than this, Geutle- 
men, I would propose that there should he 
nn eleemosynary fund established in cou- 
ndtion with this institution to be sup¬ 
ported by an income to be derived, in equul 

J iortions, from the Fellows at large. This 
und tn be applied to the support of the dis¬ 
tressed widows and orphans of medical 
• practitioner*. ( Great cheering for some mi- 
tmtes.) A tery small sum from each fed. 
tew would ba ample to relieve thousands 
and thousands of children and lovely women 
from the miseries caused by the moat abject 
poverty, ( jfef ear. hear*) It would be advis¬ 
able that it Rhould ^obligatory on the part 
of each fellow to contribute his mite 
(hear t hear) j it should not be left as a free¬ 
will offering, but it should be considered 
"M mpettMmkl contribution, upholding the 
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respectability, dignity, honour, and welfare 
of the whole profession. ( Loud cheers.) 
Such is the scheme for the new London 
Coi.lf.oe of Medicine. It will be remarked 
that, in order to render this institution 
effective, lusting, and useful, that an act of 
purlidiueut be procured, hut I would sny, 
Fiist give the thing a ** local habitation 
and a name” before you apply for aa act of 
parliament. Look at the London Univer¬ 
sity, it has no charter, no act of pniliament 
( tries of “ Hut it will have") ; yes, it will 
have; butlaskif there hod been no Universi¬ 
ty, would any body of men .however numerous 
or powerful, be enabled to succeed in an 
application for a charter? The London 
University will receive a charter; it is 
!'working well for the public; is entitling 
[itself to government protection, and will 
I receive it. (A ciy of “ No, it's networking 
j well.'*) Be it so; we will not now contend 
for the well or the ill; we will not now in- 
! quire whether it is working well or ill for 
the public ; all I now demand is, that we 
determine to possess uu institution which 
shall prove an honour and an ornament to 
the whole medical profession. [Cheers.) It 
may be said by some gentlemen around me, 
that it is desirable before attempting to es¬ 
tablish u new college, that we endeavour 
to reform the old one. Gentlemen, I say 
let us huve two strings to our bow ; let us 
establish u new college, and let us at the 
same time assert our rights in the College 
in Liocoln’s-lun-Fields, [Cheers.) There is 
no reason why we should allow the usurpers 
to sleep quietly on their beds of monopoly; 
no reason on earth why we should allow 
them to repose in pence upon their couches 
of iniquity. (Hear, hear.) We should pro¬ 
ceed therefore firmly to prosecute our rights 
in Lincoln's-lnn-Fields, and at the same 
time let us establish a new college, for it is 
only by menus of such an institution tint 
you can break down the discrepancies which 
disturb and disgrace our profession. [Hear, 
hear.) Why is a man of pre-eminent sur¬ 
gical knowledge and abilities—why is he to 
he defeated in his pursuits by u person who 
may he intmitelyhis inferior in talent and edu¬ 
cation, merely because his opponent happen 
to enjoy the title of Doctor ? If he be an apo¬ 
thecary Bud qualified to prnctise his profes¬ 
sion, why is lie to be crippled by any other 
men because of his title ? There foiv, 1 say, 
in order to unite the whole profession, in 
order to dissipate the jealousies which are 
tearing and destroying the best feelings iu 
our profession, and tarnishing its just fame, 
let us all combine and work together for the 
attainment of one great and good end. 
(Cheers, and Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, in 
conclusion, I implore you to raise your 
voices in favour of the new college. ( Hear, 
hoar.) I beseech you if you have reflected 
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on tbe subject— I beseech you if you value j to endeavour to convince others by my own. 
your services— 1 intreat you if you lore hu- j Tbe gentleman who lust spoke has taken a 
man nature—I urge you if you will protect: practical view of the subject, and with the 
the hunmurace—I implore you if you would! permission of the meetiug, therefore, l will 
defeud the inmates of our hospitals from tuke rather a different course in the few re- 
cruel experimentalists—if you would see the marks 1 shall submit to you. Let me drat 
wrongs of the poor redressed, I implore you of all inquire then, whether there really 
to exert every power of which you are exists any natural division between the 
masters, and come forward heart and hand in practice of surgery, physic, and the dispense 
support of a new London College of Medi- ing of medicine l I think that no mao iff 
cine (hear, hear, hear )—a college calculated this room will say that there does. For 
to destroy envy and to annihilate monopoly example; the aurgeon who takes off a 
(cheers )—a college where the whole voioe limb, ought to be able to prescribe for 
of the profession will be freely heard, where tbe foyer that supervenes upon the am- 
no interest, except the interest of worth and gjltatipn. He ought also to be able, in 
talent, cun have sway. (Great cheering.) raw there were no chemist or druggist at 
Gentlemen, you are a great, a powerful, *tjd band, not only to prescribe, bet to send to 
a learned body; the whole world rail- the patient the necessary medicines; for 
■iebwd t » uirtl.cj scieuce, and there are no aurely, unless he poetess the ability to per- 
men in the universe who are so competent form each office, the amputation ought never 
to understand the intricacies of human na- to have taken place. (C beers.) Indeed tire 
ture, so competent to the investigation of divisions which pfewnt diaringuihh the 
the powers of the human mind, as medical profession ore in. j|reJT respect detrimental 
men. (Hear, hear) We regulute the course to the welfare of Off* follow-creatures and the 
oflife, and we fearlessly grapple with death, advancement fff sciqoco. For as our insli- 
(tlear, hear.) The hopes of ihousaitdi hang tutions now exist, medical students are 
upon our exertions. The hopes of millions obliged to come to London to devote one 
rest upon the knowledge which we acquire portion of time in preparation for an exami- 
in early life. (Hear, hear ) Recollect bow nation in Lincoln VTun-Fiehhr, and one por- 
the kind husbaud—the affecliouate wife, tion of time in preparation for examination 
often rush to you in the wildness of despair before the Apothecaries’ Company ; and if 
imploring your skilful aid—seeking your they wish in after life to obtain the rank 
protection in u moment, perhaps, when they which ought to he conferred on industry and 
expect that within one short hour every- talent, they are obliged to keep terms at 
thing joyous, unless your efforts succeed, some one of the universities for an immense 
will be tom from their grasp for ever, length of time, in order to enable them to 
(Loud cheers.) A profession like this, become Licentiates of the College of Phyiu- 
Ueutlemen, is deserving of all the sup- ciaus. In this way an egregious sacrifice of 
port which ineu of learning and ability can time is made to obtain a respectable rank in 
bestow upon it (hear, hear, hear ); there- the profession. I can speak from experience 
fore, I say, let no more jealousies, no more to the fact, for I have been for the last live 
discords, find a place amongst us ; but let or six years a teacher in anatomy, that the 
us all come forward with one accord, united moment medical students have the know- 
by one irresistible determination to establish ledge crammed into them which is necessary 
a glorious college—a temple raised in ho- to obtain one diploma, they expel it from 
uour of medical science, and to the lame of its their memories for the purpose of acquiring 
votaries—a temple erected before the shrine information in another branch which will 
of Charity — a beautiful Monument, founded enable them to obtain a degree hi it, and 
upon tbe adamantine pillars of truth. (Loud thus, from the division into which the profea- 
and long-continued cheering, the gentle- sion is branched out, the greatest erik-re- 
men rising in a body and waving their huis suit. (Loud cheers.) [The worthy speaker 
with peculiar earnestness.) here showed how strongly these facts bore 

Tbe chairman then put the motion, which upon the question of a new medical college, 
was carried with only one dissentient. embracing in its examinations every depart- 

Mr. King rose to move the next resolu- ment of medicine and surgery, and tb^n. 
tion. 1 feel, Gentlemen, that it is wo easy pointed out the effect of the monopolies ex- 
task to address the meeting immediately isting under the present injurious system.] 
after so able and so eloquent a speaker as l myself (said Mr. King) stated to Mr. Bro* 
the gentleman who Las just sat down. Upon die on one occasion, my desire to become ft 
the resolution I am about to submit to tbe candidate for the office of aurgeon then va- 
meeting, there may be a differenceofopinion, cautinone of our Loudon Hospitals, and 
I hope, therefore, that all will think of it well the reply of Mr. Brodie was, “ Sir, if you 
before they either approve or disapprove ; were a second Hunter, and bad pot been our 
remembering that I stand here as willing to apprentice , you would stand no chance of 
be convinced by the arguments of others, as getting elected.” (Hear, hear, and shame „ 
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shame.) With respect to our present sur¬ 
gical institution, some gentlemen may con¬ 
sider that it would be better to attempt to 
reform the old one than to erect u new one. 
1 am not of that opinion. I have always 
found it much better and much easier to form 
a good thing at once, than to endeavour to 
make an old and a bad one good; and I be¬ 
lieve that the present establishment has 
become so corrupt, as to be beyond the reach 
of improvement or repair. Besides, I can¬ 
not believe that the governing powers of the 
College of Surgeons will ever consent to be 
reformed, since they would not allow even 
their own members (until very lately) to.go 
into the theatre of their own College,st die 
front doorj^md since they send for Bow 
Street officers to expel the members from 
their own theatre. (Loudcheers and fang A- 
ter.) The number of new institutions that 
are springing up and receiving the sanction 
of the highest aut|(t(>ritieB and most influen¬ 
tial personages in tlie^ bountry, is highly 
encouraging to theprpject for forming a new 
College ol Medicine (hear, hear)’ and 1 
think that if it were so formed as to entitle 
itself to the confidence of the public, the 
present enlightened government would af¬ 
ford its just protection to it.' '{(fogfirs.) In 
such an institution, the examinations of 
medical students would be conducted us the 
examinations of gentlemen and not of boys. 
The extoni of their knowledge should be. 
ascertain* d by a conversational, rather than 
a categorical inode of inquiry, such us is 
now pursued, and by which the offensive 
and too often unjust term rejection of a can¬ 
didate would be. entirely obliterated. If a 
little further time were required for profi¬ 
ciency in any particular brunch, the student 
might have the department in which he was 
deficient pointed out to him, iu a manner not 
calculated to hurt his feelings, and throw u 
blot upon his character for ever. Enter¬ 
taining these viewB, I am prepared to exert 
myself to the utmost in the formation of u 
new college, courting no friendship, nor 
going- out of the way to attack any enemy. 
We should solicit support only from th$ 
ujjjic; and our claim for that support should 
e, that we are steering the vessel forwards 
for the public good. [Briefly adverting to 
the attacks which the new institution would 
probably meet with from the friends of cor¬ 
ruption uud the enemies of science, the 
“learned and eloquent speaker concluded by 
moving, amidst the warmest applause, the 
following resolution.] 

" That the establishment of a new medi¬ 
cal college on principles in accordance with 
the present state of science, presents, at 
the same time, the most practicable means 
of obtaining a general aud complete reform 
in the system of medical legislation, is cal¬ 
culated to afford the greatest security to the 


publio health, and will most effectually in¬ 
crease the utility, and advance the rank and 
respectability, of the general body of the 
medical profession.” 

Dr. John Eves rose to second the resolu¬ 
tion. There wore two points in it, he said, 
to which the attention of the meeting re¬ 
quired to be more particularly directed; 
first, whether the present state of the medi¬ 
cal institutions of this country were suited 
to the advanced state of medical science; 
aud secondly, whether any means could be 
adopted for so remodelling those institutions 
as to render them adequate to the existing 
wan ib of the profession and the puhlic, and 
render a new college unnecessary. After 
giving the subject his best attention, he had 
himself come to the conclusion, that they 
were altogether unsuited to the present 
state of knowledge. It was impossible, in 
lus opinion, to remedy the defects of the 
present system by any alteration in it; no 
step tbit could be taken but that of forming 
a new college could be efficient; there were 
some institutions so bad in principle, that with 
whatever industry the malignant branches 
might be lopped off, the trunx itself was too 
completely cankered in its centre for it ever 
to yield any fruit that was not poisonous. 
Such was the rase with the present College 
of Surgeons. (Cheers.) Where could a 
stronger proof of the truth of this be seen 
than in the case of Air. Lawrence 1 (Hear, 
hear, hear.) lie was sorry that the meet¬ 
ing hud felt it necessary to receive that 
Gentlemans name with the hisses which 
had saluted their ears. Mr. Lawrence was 
a gentlemnn who had long conducted him¬ 
self in u manner calculated to merit the 
praises of his countrymen, lie seemed to 
have been born in the very cradle of scieuce 
uud liberality; yet it hud been found, pain¬ 
fully found, that the very instant he got 
into the pestileuijal air of the college, in¬ 
stead of preserving the strength of a giant, 
he had sunk, like Sampson, into the lap of 
a Delilah, (Immense cheering ) He (Dr. 
Epps) could not avoid calling to mind, when 
tliiuking of Air. Lawreuce, the singular but 
honest statement of the excellent Lord 
Chancellor respecting the abuses of the 
Court of Chancery. His Lordship said, he 
held it imperative to hasten to the reme¬ 
dying of those abuses, for though he had 
only been a short mouth in the court, he 
felt the mud so clinging to him, that unless 
he exerted himself to the utmost be should 
sink beneath its weight. (Hear, hear, 
hear.) This unfortunately hod been the 
fate, of Mr. Lawrence. They must then act 
for themselves; aud he believed that there 
would scarcely be a medical mau in tbe 
country (thousands of whom were anxiously 
looking for the result or that meeting) who 
would not afford a new college every sup- 
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port. He thought, with Mr. King, that cheers.) It was not only an assault upon 
such on institution would speedily ensure tin- gentleman who tins dragged like a felon 
the contidt-nce ot' the public and the heiriy from his sent, hut it was the grossest instilc 
and jtowerful protection of the legislature, that was ever offered lo the members of the \ 
the great principle inducing to its erection College at large. [Hear, hear, hear,) 
being the good of the community, a priori- How glaring a specimen of English man- 
pie which none could possibly gainsay.; tiers and conduct to hold up to civilized Eu- 
( Cheers.) lie. should conclude by seconding rope, that policemen were brought in by s 
the resolution. , the Pres dent and Council to turn the meut- 

Mr. Sleigh rose before the motion was • bers of the College of Surgeons out of their 
put to the meeting by the chairman, to make | own theatre, as if they were a set of pick- 
some observations prefatory to au amend- pockets, or the lowest rabble collected to- 
mem which be intended to move. I should gethejr. Even had they been characters of 
not, he said, have intruded myself this this stamp, a compliment would but have been 
evening bad it not been that these are times paid to them by the reading of the riot act 
wbeu all private feeling must be sacrificed to j {Aeor, hear), before any man hud dared to 
public good, and when it behoves nil men to [touch them. But without evenjp infamous au 
come forward boldly and speak their seuti* | apology us this for the conduct of the u$- 
mrnts, or silence itself becomes a crime, j saulters, the members were rushed upon 
{Cheers.) 1 beg leave thus early and thus with violence, and expelled from their own 
publicly to express my opinion, first, upon theatre, td ct armift, in the most disgraceful 
that wretched institution in Lincolu's-lnn- manner. {Hear,hear.) 1 witnessed the whole 
.Fields j secondly, on the disgraceful outrage transaction,*n.djt]defy any won who regards 
which was committed there on Tuesday truth to saytbt^ tj># OQuduct of Mr. Wukley 
■gainst the members ot large, of which 1 on that occaikiuVasinithy respect othenv.se 
was mi eye-witness ; and, thirdly, I wish to than most 'spirited, aud such as 

do au act of justice to seveml hundred per- was worthy ojjt Britob.' He stood his ground 
sons who long ago came forward and united as an indep*mfaat*nd heroic man, uutil he 
themselves with me to do that for which this was forced'from ttby overpowering weight, 
meeting lias now assembled. As regards {Quen'ty Having thus expressed my un- 
the wretched establishment called the Royal equivocal sentiments respecting that most 
College of Surgeons in London, 1 have ever disgraceful outrage, 1 shall proceed to my 
entertuiued but one opinion; namely, that third point. Before doing so, however, L 
its constitution is equally repugnant to wish to bring back the recollection of the 
every principle of justice and to the whole assembly to the meeting that was held ia 
British nation (hear, hear)\ but 1 think 1B‘J5 or 1826 in the Freemason's Tavern ; a 
that the system of self-election in that Col- meeting, 1 believe, principally culled through 
lege is the grouud-woik of all the evil* which the instrumentality of Mr. Wukley, mid at 
have given rise to so many corn plaint -i against which Mr. Lawrence was in the chair. 1 
it,—a system indeed which originates so was present on that occasion, and disap- 
pestilential an effluvia, that it is capable proved of the measures then adopted, ho¬ 
of contaminating the noblest mind ; and I do cause I believed that they would fail of suc- 
not hesitate to declare that no man in firm, cess, as the result has showed. JNotwith- 
yirtuous, and independent enough to resist standing this, 1 should have signed the 
its effects, and avoid serving his own inte- petition that was prepared in pursuance lo 
rests instead of those of his fellow*, if the a resolution passed at that meeting, had it 
opportunity he afforded him of doing so. not been that I read in a number of the va* 
(Criesof “ No*nn "—“ How dare you say luable journal conducted by Mr. Wukley 
so!") There in. Sit, one great abuse which {hear, hear, hear), an intimation,—or ra- 
haa not been noticed during the evening, that ther u threat,—au intimidation held oxt to 
the Council make laws for tho government compel the profession to come forward to 
both of themselves and the members, while sign it: it was lo this effect, " A black 
the members have no voice whatever iu book shall he kept, iu which the names of 
their enactment. 'J he Council atao take those snail lie entered who do not sign the 
the money of the members, but they never petition.” This threat I despised, and oi^ 
render to them any account of it. Accord- account of it refused to give my signature, 
iug to a rough calculation l have had made, (Cries af“ licad. the passage and “ fjucs- 
independent of fines and fees which they lion.") I am coming to the question. I 
must have received, their receipts, since have not got the number of Tiu La.nq.st 
1800 , must have amounted to at least with me, but I can pledge myself to the 
10 , 000 /. a year. Ou the next point, the accuracy of my representation. I have 
late outrage committed by them iu the the- waited tor four years to see what (be result 
atoe, words are inadequate to express my of that meeting would be. The petition 
disgust at that unprofessional, thet uncon- was presented to Parliament, end the Speak* 
stitutional, that unmanly attack. ( Loud er’s order with regard to it has been impli- 
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cilly obeyed, for on bis table has that peti- [in disgrace." The only reason I ever knew 
lion lain, from the moment at which it was' be gave for this was, that the first meet- 
presented, to the present hour. (Hear and in* proclaimed to establish the college, 
laughter.) Believing in the end that thejwas announced to be a public one; but 
only wuy to get rid of the existing college.! surely a more satisfactory reason for ob- 
waa by the formation of a new one, I drew jjectiug to it could be assigned, and it is 
up a prospectus of the principles upon which I absurd that a new institution, such ns ia 
it appeared to me such an institution could | now proposed to this meeting, should he 
be and ought to be. established. Before! commenced when one, in all respects the 
doing so I wuited on many gentlemen, and! same, called “ The British College of Sur- 
particularly on Mr. Wakley, whom I re- geons in London," is already in existence, 
garded as the oracle of the fe.dings of the j Accordingly I have an amendment to pro- 
profession, and the powerful advocate of [pose to the resolution just offered, which, 
medical independence, and laid before him , with the permission of the chair, I will now 
the prospectus. Mr. WakJey found fault reud- 

with a clause in it, and said that the Attor- “ Forasmuch as an institution called 
ney-General fcould interfere to stop such an ‘ The British College of Surgeons in Lon- 
institution. I begged Mr. Wakley to con- don’ was commenced in 1829, the funda- 
sider the subject, and said l would wait upon mental laws of which, as read at this meet- 
him again. Onlhe next meeting, Mr. Wakley ing, appear to he not only perfectly corn- 
said, that on further reflection, he thought patent to protect and support the honour 
it would do, and he believed that it was and independence of the profession, but 
exactly what Mr. Lawrence had had in fully adequate fo the advancement of science, 
view some time before* 1 observed, that in resolved, that an opeu Committee be now 
my opinion neither Mr. Wakley nor any appointed to investigate all circumstances 
other person had over hfatd of Mr. Law- connected therewith, and to have a report 
renew entertaining torch view*; of of the same prepared for another public 

44 Question, question.") ■ meeting, to be held with as little delay as 

TheCiiAiuMAN really tlmogfrt speaker possible." 
was digressing from the Subject before the \ Mr. Jones seconded the amendment, 
meeting. j The Chairman. In coming here to pre- 

Mr. Sucinn submitted that he was not, j side on this occasion I did not expect that 
and, with many interruptions, proceeded to i we were to have entered into the subject of 
read from a paper an account of the priu-! any controversy that may have occupied the 
ciples upon which the institution he alluded j columns of Thk Lancet, or any oilier work 
to was proposed to be formed. (hear, hear), and I submit to you, that if 

The Chairman trusted that the inter- we are to go into details of which we hare 
rnptions would cease, though he could not just had an example, the night will be no- 
see. how Mr. Sleigh’s course applied to the thing like long enough for the discussion, 
objects of the meeting. If J am appealed tn, I should say, that this 

Air. Sleigh proceeded. This is the first is altogether out of the routine of business, 
opportunity I have had of asking Mr. Wak- (Hear, hear, hear.) I feel, however, that 
ley, ns n man, and I expect impartiality a charge lias been made against Mr. 
from him, in the. name of those gentlemen Waklej’, he cannot, in justice, be refused 
who came forward to support the institution an opportunity of shortly answering that 
which l projected (some of them the most portion of it which is personal, but beyond 
respectable in the country), on what ground this, if you are to carry your proceedings to 
it was that Mr. Wakley wrote the following any-thiug like a termination this evening, 
paragraph respecting it. (Mr. Sleigh hem we cannot possibly go. If you agree with 
re id! Irom The Lancet, No. 333, the fob me, 1 shall then submitthat Mr. Wakley be 
lowing pussagn) " A document entitled allowed a reply to the personal remarks, 
4 Prospectus of the British College of Sur- and nothing more, and that then we should 
geons in Loudon,’ was published in No. 312 proceed to the regular business of the 
of this journal. The paper appears to have meeting. (Cheers.) 
cprodnoed no little sensation in the.different Mr. Wakley then came forward. As a 

ranks of the profession, and this to a con public man I ntu always delighted when an 
sidersble distance from the metropolis. The attack is made on my conduct in my pre- 
inquiries respecting this offset of corruption seuce, because I can defy any man on earth 
are, in fact, multiplying with such Tapidity, to say, in truth, since I became a public man, 
that we shall feel called upon to notice its that 1 have ever udopted any course which 
peculiarities in our next Lancet. Thus was intended to serve my piivuie interests, 
much we may now say—that it is too puuy, or to sacrifice the public good. ( Cheering.) 
and meagre, to sfl'ord shelter to a single up- Mr. C'huirmau and Gentlemen, the first alle- 
right, intelligent, zealous Surgical Keeor- gation made agaiust mo is this—That I 
Mgn. Begotten in dishonour, it must perish threatened to record, “ in a black book/* 
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the names of those gentlemen who refused 
to sign the Surgeons’ Petition, presented to; 
the House of Commons in 1826. My me-j 
mory, I believe, is not a very bail one, but! 
I declare that l do not recollect, in the 1 
whole course of my life, having made any 
such declaration, and it is very extraordinary 
if I ever did that, as Mr. Sleigh can pro¬ 
duce The Lancet for one thing, he cannot 
produce it for another. [Cheers.) I will 
not deny that I may have said their names 
ought to be recorded. [Hear, hear.) I 
say bo now [hear, hear) ; and I should like 
to know if they have done no wrong, why 
they should dislike to have tbeir names 
published. [Cheers.) Well then, thatcharaeis 
dismissed from your minds. Bui Lamiptffned 
to look with gome suspicion on wTmtevefr 
statements Mr. Sleigh may make On theft 
points, because, for Borne time, we have 
been at issue on the subject of reform, Mr. 
Sleigh came to London in 1$23, when the 
monopolizing by-laws came into operation ; 
and at that lime he was frequently with mo, 
urguing the necessity of getting them re¬ 
moved. 1 told him to commence lecturing, 
and boldly to defy the College. He tried 
again and again, but could not succeed; 
and then he came to me with a letter from 
himself, which he wished me to publish 
against the College, and which accordingly 
1 sent to the printer’s, 'i J>is letter was ac¬ 
tually in the hands of the printer, when Mr. 
Sleigh came again to me in great haste to 
prevent the publication of that letter, and 
said “ Be Jasus, Mr. Wakley, they have 
recognised mv certificates, and I think I 
had better not publish that letter. I think 
I had now better lave them alone, and let 
other people fight, for I have got what I 
wanted." [Hear, hear, hear, and Shame, 
shame.) Now with such a man as that 1 
could not act in matters of reform, nor in¬ 
deed could any honest man. [Cheers.) 
Mr. Sleigh says tbat he projected the prin¬ 
ciples of the institution, which is called the 
British College of Surgeons; but I say that 
the principles of that college were made 
public by myself as far back as the month 
of May, 182 i, when 1 stated that the mem¬ 
bers of our College should never rest satis¬ 
fied until they had obtained mesas of repre¬ 
senting their own body. [Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Sleigh says I stated that the British 
College was “ founded in dishonour, and 
would perish in disgrace.” 1 say it was 
founded in dishonour—at least in my opi¬ 
nion, and I will tell you why. A prospectus 
for this College was published ■ by Mr. 
Sleigh, and at the end of it there, were two 
notes,—one of them Bluiing that a meeting 
would be held at u certain place in Leices¬ 
ter Square, at which meeting no gentleman 
should attend who was not favourable to 
the establishment of the college, thus gag- 


ging the mouth of every man who might 
; enter the building. At that meeting cer- 
j tain resolutions were to be agreed to, which 
i resolutions were to be submitted to a gene¬ 
ral meeting. Now, will you believe it,— 
and I am a^onisbed at the audacity of Mr. 
Sleigh, 1 am astonished that he, or any man 
under such circumstances, should come 
forward and make a charge against one 
who was acting in the open and fair dis¬ 
charge of his duly, I am surprised at the 
astounding brass [loud cheers ) which ena¬ 
bled Mt. Sleigh to come forward on this 
occasionG entleme u, attend to the fact I 
am about to Btate to you,—let Mr. Sleigh’s 
fri«ds attend to me,—at the first meet¬ 
ings no person was to attend who was not 
favourable to the proposition ! therefore no 
gentleman, however ^favourable to such 
au institution, was tb^ove an opportunity 
of Bpeaking, because, wi it wus said in the 
second note to the prospectus, the 

resolutions would be submit¬ 

ted to q sutosetfplufv#el)ierftl meeting, at 
which they discussed—al¬ 

though (wifi yod Wne^St 1) it was imme¬ 
diately afterward* advi$ised, that those 
resolutions had been penned at a general 
meeting, andthat the college “ fins esta¬ 
blished’ 1 {Hear, hear, and Shame, 
shame.) —no public discussion upon them 
having ever boen permitted from that hour 
to this—no inan having had an opportunity 
of offering a single objection to them ! The 
child was reared, as Mr. Sleigh perhaps 
thought it ought to be reared, and helioK! 
its fate! [Hear, hear, hear.) I ask you, 
whether 1 was not correct in saying that 
such an institution was founded in dis¬ 
honour! [Cries of “ Yes,yes"), and whe¬ 
ther J was not equally correct in predicting 
its ultimate end—that it would perish in 
disgrace—for in disgrace it has perished T 
(Very great cheering.) 

The Chairman. If the mover and se¬ 
conder of this amendment wish it to he put, 

I shall now do su ; but I am anxious to ob¬ 
serve, that 1 hope our time will not further 
be taken up with discussions that have Ipng 
passed. 

Mr. SiEiCiii intimated his wish that the 
amendment should be persisted ill. 

The amendment was then put and unani¬ 
mously rejected, the meeting evincing strong 
marks of disapprobation at the motion, and 1 
carrying the original resolution by acclama¬ 
tion'. 

•Mr. Gf,otu;e Walkeb rose to move the 
third resolution. He was satisfied, he said, 
Lhat nothing could meet the eiigencies of 
the profession short of a new college, and 
he hoped there would be uo lack of energy 
in the great body of the profession, in co¬ 
operating with himself and others for its 
immediate formation. [Cheers.) As no 
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time was to be lost, be would immediately 
more the following resolution :— 

“ That a committee of fire, with power 
to incrense their number to twelre, be ap¬ 
pointed to examine deliberately into the 
best plan for the formation of a new insti¬ 
tution. That this Committee do frame n 
code of laws und regulations for its general 
government and operations, and that they 
be required to report minutely on its several 
details to a general meeting, to be held 
within six weeks from the present iky." 
Further, that no resolution shall be adopt¬ 
ed by the Committee, unless it have re¬ 
ceived the sanction of two-thirds wf its 
members,” %•_ ■- 

Dr. Morson had great satisfaction in itp 
condiug tiie resolution. He strongly depre¬ 
cated the system of monopoly which pre¬ 
vailed in the existing College of Surgeons, 
and cordially approved of *11 that had been 
stated with regard to it, i*w College 

should have his hearty aqp ecrs.) 

Mr. W. MAnsiiy» wW Iwpdeeply con¬ 
vinced of the m&lyexieted for 

removing the grievaaipOb the mem¬ 

bers of the Collefi of SurMpnf *0 long 
complained. The otjly doubt with him was, 
as to the mode in "which those grievances 
could be hest and most effectually remedied. 
He wus inclined to think that ji petition to 
the legislature for a reform in the old esta¬ 
blishment, would he the right course. (Cries 
of “ It has bean unanimously resolved that 
a ngv College shall be formed.") He was 
a War* of this; at the same time he thought 
good might be done by going to Parliament 
directly with a petition against the abuses 
in the old College; lie therefore moved the 
fourth resolution:— 

That the Council of the Royal College 
of Surgeons in London have, by a long and 
continued system of arbitrary oppression 
and vexatious conduct towards the mem¬ 
bers of the College, assumed a jurisdiction 
which can never be constitutionally vested 
in any corporation, and that by the adop¬ 
tion of by-laws and regulations inconsistent 
with the interests of thut institution, ami 
the Exercise of repeated acts of authority 
subversive of its obj cots, they have, in the 
opinion of this meeting, lost the confidence 
of the profession, and justly forfeited theii 
privileges and churters ;—that a petition bt 
therefore presented to the legislature, pray¬ 
ing the. appointment of a Committee to in¬ 
quire into the conduct of the President nn<i 
Couucil of the Royal College of Surgeon* 
in London, in the administration of tliei-’ 
duties, and the present state of medical 
knowledge, and to adopt a remedy for tin- 
abuses which this meeling believes to exis 
in its government and constitution. Thai 
such petition do lie for signature* of mem¬ 
bers of the College at ■ - (Cheers.) 


Mr. Walkbr seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Waklky earnestly recommended 
going to the legislature for relief against 
the abuses of the present College of Sur¬ 
geons. It seemed to him, that such a course 
was perfectly compatible with the formation 
of a new College. In the und it might turn 
out, that so much relief was afforded by 
Parliament with respect to the old College, 
that it might be found expedient to adapt the 
principles of government intended for the 
new College, to the uld College in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields. 

The Chair si an put the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Bainbuidge then moved— 

" Ttot temporary chambers be taken, Rnd 
a georsWy engaged, for the accommodation 
and service of the committee appointed to 
report On the New Medical College j” which 
was seconded and carried unanimously. 

The following nttmes were then given in 
by the meeting fo form the Committee, and 
unanimously adopted :~-rlVfr. Wakley, Mr. 
King, Mr. Waller, |Jr. Epps, and Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy. 

Mr. DEnMOTT trusted that all the gen¬ 
tlemen who should be appointed on the 
Committee, either then or subsequently, 
would be reformers, anatomically speaking, 
to the backbone. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Wakley then moved the thanks of 
the meeting to their honourable und ta¬ 
lented Chairman. Ho congratulated the 
profession at large that there was such a 
mnn in the House of Commons, and that that 
man was a surgeon. (Cheers.) If the public 
could be as fully aware us he was of the great 
worth of their’ excellent Chairman, of the 
immense benefit he was unobserve.dly ren¬ 
dering to the public, they would think with 
him, that if a monument of gold couldapeak 
more plainly the gratitude which the country 
owed him, than one of marble, he ought to 
have it. (Great cheering.) Of his own 
knowledge, the worthy Chairman was iu 
the constant habit of devoting seventeen 
hours out of the twenty-four to the public 
service ; and it was his decided opinion, 
that they owed the reduction of millions 
and millions in the public expenditure solely 
to Mr. Hume. (Immense‘cheering.) 

The Chairman said,—Gentlemen, I feel 
that 1 have but inadequately fulfilled the 
duties I undertook when 1 entered this 
room. (Cries of “ No, no.") With respect 
to the proceedings of this evening, I have 
long been convinced that great reform is 
necessary. Some years ago I attempted to 
commence,—indeed, I had begun, some 
amendment. 1 had something to do with 
the Bills, the Apothecaries’ Bill particu¬ 
larly, which have been alluded to ; and I 
then obtained an amendment of that Bill, 
while it was in the House of Commons, 
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which would hate answered a great deal of 
what is now asked for; but the clause was 
struck out in the House of Lords, and, j 
what is extraordinary, without my know -1 
ledge. It was au amendment permitting 1 
geueral practitioners to charge for their at-! 
tendance. With regard to the College of 
Surgeous, l aiu satisfied that no man can, 
for n moment, consider the subject, and say 
that its government is suited to the circum¬ 
stances of the present times. [Hear, hear.) 
Whether the endeavour to form a new esta¬ 
blishment will succeed better than an at¬ 
tempt to reform the old one, is not for me 
to Say ; hut I am quite satisfied the time is 
come when a cheat reform must take 
place. [Loud cheers.) It is only necessary 
for those in the profession steadily to per¬ 
severe, and their objects will be accom¬ 
plished. If I were disposed to offer an 
opinion at present, I should be inclined to 
sny, Let us make a new College of our old 
house. When the subject goes before the 
House of Commons, 1 apprehend you will 
find the object there to be, to nvail them¬ 
selves of any opportunity of reforming the 
old College. At the same time, I should 
think you ore acting wisely to have the 
whole field before you, as you can tlun 
subsequently take what course circum¬ 
stances may pom* out to he the best. 
{Hear, hear.) i can only say that my’ efforts, 
which are very feeble, shnll be perfectly 
at your service. I was in the house when 
my friend Mr. Warhurtou presented the 
Surgeons’ Petition. 1 know that no man 
could have been more anxious than he 
was to proceed with that petition. But he 
found the influence in the house so great 
against it, that so many lion, members had 
been sent to upon it, consulted upon it, uud 
had been so much prejudiced and influenced 
against it, that Mr. Warburton, after con¬ 
sulting with me, abandoned the attempt to 
bring forward a motion founded upon that 
petition, for the appointment of a committee 
to inquire into the abuses of the college. 
He felt that it would be belter (ami I ad¬ 
vised him to the ssme course) to let it drop 
than bring forward a motion which was sure 
to fail. It is now in our power to take up 
that petition again; or to present another 
petition, upon which the house will act as 
it may be advised. ‘It would be necessary 
in going to parliament, that you should em¬ 
body distinctly and clearly all those matters- 
of which we have a right to complain he- 
specting the college. 1 doubt whether it 
would he prudent to include in one petitiou 
your complaints against both institutions, 
the College aud the Apothecaries' Compuny ; 
but, whutever is done, take care to make 
your charges distinct and intelligible, so 
that in cast; of going into n committee, you 
would be prepared to prove to tho house 


all the abuses you may bring before them. 
[Cheers.) 1 mu not awar^r that theip would 
be much expense attending this. The in¬ 
quiry would be a public one, and there is ) 
only n trifling expense attending such an 
iuquiry beyond the cost of witnesses; and - 
I should hope you would have no occasion 
to pay any-tiling lor them. Further, the ob¬ 
ject of this meeting would be best effected, 
by joining to the petition in the house, a 
petition to the Secretary of Slate fur ilia 
home department, whose business it is to 
atteud. to these things, and from whose office 
they go into the IIoUnO of Commons. It 
would be necossury, also, that you should ■ 
lay a memorial before the Secretary of State, 
to be presented to the First Lord of the 
Treasury ; and in that way your complaints 
will be better brought forward. Then, 
when once we have jjbt clear of the great 
question which is uol?Wore the hou3r, for 
it will be very important not to advance 
any queslimt of pumic interest until then, 
and when, 1 trust, we *b«R have a reformed 
House of Pariiafoftut, T have, every confi¬ 
dence that your cojjsplamtg will be listened 
to. ( Cheers.) pht L think. that six weeks, 
as state din one of th*'resolutions, is rather 
too short a time. The committee will 
doubtless take due tirtm. to prepare their 
statements, but I think^they hud better 
not press the subject on the Government tilt 
the house is prepared to receive it. It 
is well known that the present question 
will engross all our timo for some period 
yet; if it be decided favourably, there will 
be but little time lost before we go back to 
our petitions, and if not, I hope that still less 
time will elapse before we are engaged with 
them. (Hear.) If this parliament should be 
dissolved, uud 1 should be a bumble member 
of the House when the next purUamcnt as¬ 
sembles, I should certainly be glad to ren¬ 
der every assistance to you that moy be in 
my power. I certoinly feel it .a duty to¬ 
wards those in the same profession as my¬ 
self to do every-thiug I can to place them 
in the honourable and respectable condition 
which their very important situation in lifn 
demands. [Loud cheers.) With regi^d to 
the naval surgeons, I unsure you that tbn 
moment I heard of what I shall call a 
shameful insult to that branch or the pro¬ 
fession ) when I heard of the stigma which 
had been* thrown upon them, 1 felt it my 
duty instantly to complaiu of it, aud to cafl 
upon the first Lord of the Admiralty to ex¬ 
plain how it had oocurred [repeated cheers), 
and 1 trust there is reason to ex[«ct that tbs 
stigma will be removed. It of couroe rest* 
with his Majesty, but then he acts by hii 
advisers, ana 1 hope thut the result of the 
public feeling which boa been expressed on 
the subject, will be to place the surgeons 
and assistant surgeons of the ntvy in thn 
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■tation which they ought to occupy. It is 
impossible to suppose that his Majesty’s 
navy will be supplied in future with men of 
talent and respectability, if they are to be 
thus degraded. (Hear, hear.) I may only 
further say, that 1 know a navy surgeon on 
Jlalf pay, who, when he was informed that 
lie could not attend the levee in conse¬ 
quence of that office, directed his name to 
be struck off the list, when he became at 
liberty to attend immediately. (Hear, hear.) 
Therefore, I should hope while you are at¬ 
tempting to remedy some of your griev¬ 
ances, that some means will be taken to 
lay before the government the sense you 
entertain of the stigma that has been cast 
upon the naval surgeons. I now thank you, 
Gentlemen,lor the manner in which you nave 
been pleased to rec&ve the motion that has 
just been made, and to Assure you 1 shall 
to the latest period of my }ife appreciate it. 
(The bon. chairman then left |)je room, at¬ 
tended by the coirnmlftMl^lieveral of the 
gentlemen, «■»** .afipBeW wdwna- 
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London, Saturday, March 96,1831. 

■>L full report of the proceedings of the 
Meeting held at the Crown and Anchor on 
Wednesday evening, the 8th of March, will 
be found iu our present Number, and we 
doubt not that the detail will receive that 
attention from the members of the profession 
which the vast importance of the subject so 
Btrongly demands. Without energy and 
co-operation, it will be impossible to suc¬ 
ceed in this gTeat undertaking for establish¬ 
ing uew College af Medicine ; but with 
seal and co-operation on the part of the 
great body of medical practitioners, it will 
be impossible to fail. As the multifarious 
professional abuses are explained so much 
at length in the addresses of the various 
Speakers, we shall not dwell upon them 
in this place, merely contenting ourselves 
with requesting that medical gentlemen iu 
every part of the kingdom, will not only 
rapply their minds to a comprehensive view 
of the whole subject, but take the earliest 
No. 395. 


opportunity of communicating to the com¬ 
mittee their candid unbiassed opinions. 

The following propositions embrace the 
chief principles by which it is intended that 
the new College should be governed. The 
propositions are here placed in detached 
parts unencumbered by comments; and 
for the convenience of reference, each para¬ 
graph is numbered, so that correspondents 
in their letters will only have to refer to 
Par. 1,2,3,4, &c. in order to be fully under¬ 
stood. Up to the present hour, the scheme 
has received, so far oa we can learn, the 
unanimous approval of the profession. The 
feeling in its favour is, indeed, of so deter¬ 
mined a character, that a complete and 
glorious triumph will he the certain reward 
of the zealouB and sincere medical re¬ 
formers. 

SCHEME OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE 

LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 

1. All medical gentlemen now legally 
qualified to practise in either branch of the 
profession shall he deemed eligible candi¬ 
dates, without examination, for the Diplo¬ 
mas of the London Coli.eoe of Medi¬ 
cine. 

1. The possessors of the Diplomas to be 
denominated Fellows, and to be entitled, 
both in and out of the College, to the title of 
Doctor. 

.}. The College to be governed by a Pre¬ 
sident and Council, who are to he elected 
annually by the Fellows in general convo¬ 
cation. 

4 . During the first year the Diploma 
from any University or College of Physi¬ 
cians or Surgeons, shall be deemed a suf¬ 
ficient qualification to entitle the Candidate 
to the Diploma of this College. But the 
Diplomas of the London College of Bur- 
okonb, dated subsequently to Tuesday the 
Bill of March, the day on which the infa¬ 
mous assault was committed ou the Mem¬ 
bers, will not be received. 

j>. The exnmination of Candidates to take 
place in public, and to be conducted by the 
President, a Court of Examiners, and a 
Medical J uuv. Each Candidute to be ex- 
3 K 
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amined, in anatomy and surgery , on the 
dead body. 

6. Candidate! will not he required to pro¬ 
duce any Certificates whatsoever, as 
competence to uudergo a fair and search¬ 
ing practical examination, will be consi¬ 
dered the only professional qualification 
necessary for the attainment of the Di¬ 
ploma. 

7. All Candidates to undergo a general ex¬ 
amination in Anatomy , Physiology , Patho¬ 
logy, Surgery, Midwifery, Practice of Me¬ 
dicine, Materia Mediea, and Chemistry. 
Thej 1 will be required, also, to furnish Bhort 
translations from the Greek and Latin, and, 
probably, from the French and German lan¬ 
guages. Whatever may be the determina¬ 
tion of Candidates with regard to the line of 
practice which they may pursue after they 
have obtained the Diploma—that is, whether 
they confine themselves to medicine, sur¬ 
gery, or midwifery,—it will not he admitted 
by the Court of Examiners and the Jury 
that there ought to he any distinctions in 
medical education. 

8. The Fellows will he at liberty to 
practise in any branch of medical science ; 
hut public security will demand that the 
Candidates display a competent knowledge 
of the elements of the whole. 

9. The sum to be charged for the Diploma 
will be thB lowest that can be named, con¬ 
sistent with the maintenance and utility of| 
the College. 

10 . It is intended that the act of incor-! 
poration shall concede to the President, 
Council, and Fellows of this College, as¬ 
sembled iu general convocation, the right to 
elect the medical officers of the great clior- 
tered Hospitals ; their choice, however, 
to be subject to the approval of the First j 
Lord of the Treasury. The authorities of 
the College to he further empowered to re¬ 
move such officers, in cue of incompetence 
or neglect of duty. 

11. A COLLEGIATE ELEEMOSYNARY FUNdI 
tobe instituted for the support of the widows ] 
and orphans of Fellows wlio may be so 
unfortunate as to leave them unprovided 
for and also to render assistance, in cues of 
absolute necessity, to any of the Fellows 
themselves who may be reduced to distress 
by circumstances over which they may hare] 
ao control; such claims sot to bo enter-1 


tained unless supported by testimonials of 
high moral character. 

12. The ELEEMOSYNARY COLLEGIATE FUND 

to be eBtablished and maintained by life, or 
annual, contributions from the whole of the 
Fellows; and the payments to he regu¬ 
lated by the Fellows at the annual colle¬ 
giate convocations. 


The Council of the College in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields are, we understand, propagating 
a report, that they announced to the Editor 
of this Journal, previous to the 8th instant, 
that the order for excluding naval surgeons 
from the King’s levees wbs rescinded. It 
is scarcely necessary for us to say, that 
there is not one word of truth in this ieport; 
the entire statement is wholly and unequi¬ 
vocally false. The Editor of this Journal 
has received no direct communication what¬ 
ever from the College, with the exception 
of two printed circulatirelating to the post¬ 
ponement of the lectures; and no commu¬ 
nication indirectly, except the statement 
published iu the note from Mr. King, that 
the Council could not act upon the resolu¬ 
tions, in consequence of the “ irregularity ” 
of Lhe proceedings. If any other communica¬ 
tion were intended for ihe F/ditor, the Col¬ 
lege could not have employed a trustworthy 
messenger. But the whole report is n mere 
trick—a subterfuge—a mean and contemp¬ 
tible manceuvre, resorted to witli a view to 
deceive the members of the College, and to 
impose upou the public. Failing to dis¬ 
cover any, the least, just apology for t&eir 
infamous and -ruffianlike conduct on the 
BtU iuat., they have not hesitated to resort 
to falsehood, and to endeavour, by giving 
circulation to misrepresentations, to make 
the profession believe that the interference 
on behalf of the naval surgeons on the 8th 
inst. was uncalled-for,—" because,” say this 
contemptible junto, 11 we had sent to Mr. 
Wakley before that day, to tell him that 
the obnoxious order was rescinded.” The 
immediate tools of the Council might have 



THE ASSAULTERS.—APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY v. RYAN. 


867 


believed this statement. The toad-eaters 
of the Council might have affected to be- 
lieve it, even in opposition to the moat un¬ 
qualified contradiction from ourselves; but 
the manly integrity of the Lord Chamber¬ 
lain has set the question at rest. Un the 
very day that the deputation of members 
waited upon hiB Grace the Duke of Devon¬ 
shire, his Grace communicated the com¬ 
mands of his Majesty to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, and the circular,* which was 
immediately transmitted from the Admiralty 
to the naval surgeons, bears date the 17th 
inst.—the very day, as vre hare already 
stated, on which the deputation waited on 
the Lord CriAMDaftLAXM, and on which his 
Grace communicated his Majesty’s com¬ 
mands to the Lords of the Admiralty. After 
this plain statement of facts, the Council, 
with ah their impudent audacity, will 
scarcely be foolish enough to repeat the 
fulsehood which they have invented ini 
order to extricate themselves from a portion 
of their difficulties. 

We congratulate the members of the Col¬ 
lege with feelings of the most heartfelt 
satisfaction on the victory they have gaiued 
over injustice and oppression on behalf of 
the surgeons aud assistant-surgeons of hiB 
Majesty’s navy, who, on their parts, will 
ever recollect with sentiments of the deep¬ 
est esteem aud reBpect, the disinterested 
and generous exertions of the members of 
the London College of Surgeons. They will 
also remember, that when the resolutions 
adopted at the College were laid before the 
Duke of Devonshire, the noble Duke,— 
aoting, too, on behalf of his sovereign, did 
not, like the dirty and miserable Council iu 
•Lincoln’s Inn Fields, refuse to act upon 
them, on account of the “irregularity” of 
the proceedings. His Majesty andtheDukd 
of Devonshire weie ready and willing to 
act upon the resolutions; but the meeting at 
which they were agreed to, was too “ irre- 

* A copy of the circular will be found at page 


gular ” to suit the well-arranged and noble 
minds of the self-perpetuating junto in Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn Fields. 


An action has been instituted by Mr 
Waklby against the Bow Street Officers 
for the assault committed on him on the 8th 
inst. in the theatre of the College of Sur¬ 
geons. 

Often have we had occasion to express 
our unqualified disapproval of the conduct of 
the Apothecaries’ Company ; but the wor¬ 
shipful old ladies have now far outstepped 
all their previous efforts in the infamous 
work of monopoly and oppression. They 
have opened their pest-house upon the 
members of the College of Surgeons. The 
Apothecaries’ Act, us we have repeatedly 
shown, is, without exception, the most 
irrational measure that ever received the 
sanction of the legislature. Its provisions 
reach the very Bummit of absurdity. We 
have noither space nor time on this occasion 
to go into a full description of particulars, 
but the Worshipful Company, after main¬ 
taining a pausing attitude for sixteen years, 
has at last made a direct blow at the mem¬ 
bers of the College in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
and,—it has been stated by one of the Com¬ 
pany’s agents,— with The express ap¬ 
proval of the Council op that Col¬ 
lege. A member of the College, Mr. Ryan, 
having settled as a surgeon at a village in 
Farxixgham, iu Kent, prescribed and dis¬ 
pensed medicines for his patients. This the 
worshipful dealers in as&faetida considered 
to be an infringement upon their “ Act,” 
and, accordingly, proceedings were com¬ 
menced against Mr. Ryan, and the cause 
was tried at Maidstone on the 17th inst,, 
when, after a trial of many hours’ duration, 
a verdict was returned for the plaintiff on 
one count only; and the jury, consisting, 
apparently, of very intelligent gentlemen, 
expressly stated that they gave their verdict 
in consequence of Mi. Justice Rathy'i 
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definition of the law, The case which the 
judge and jury decided to be medical,—as 
strictly medical,—wasoneofnYnROTiionAX! 

We shall return to this subject in our 
next Number, and, in the mean time, we 
hope that a report of the trial will be in the 
bands of the profession, as a short-hand 
writer was employed, and we' believe it 
is Mr. Ryan’s intention to publish a full 
account of the proceedings. We cannot, 
however, avoid stating, that a case of more 
marked cruelty was never brought into a 
court of justice. Mr. Ryan had treated 
the whole of his patients with the greatest 
Skill; he was proved to be a man of totffrd 
ability; it was proved that; |e was * mem¬ 
ber of the College; that he lied served a 
seven years' apprenticeship under the Apo¬ 
thecaries’ Company in Dublin; that lie 
had attended lectures and hospital practice 
in London ; that he had been in the highest 
degree successful as a medical man; and 
yet this detestable, monopolizing, trading 
company, prosecuted him for visiting, pre¬ 
scribing, and dispensing, in medical cases. 

The company did not dahe even to at¬ 
tempt to produce proof of ignorance against 
Mr, Ryan, Indeed, he had cured all his 
patients (with the exception of one, whom 
he saw but twice), and that too, in many 
instances, where other prnctitionera hod 
failed to afford relief. The verdict, of 
course, is not only opposed to every prin¬ 
ciple of justice, to every dictate of common 
sense, but it is contrary to law, and must 
be set aside on a new trial. But the ex¬ 
pense, the ruinous expense, to Mr. Ryan ! 
How is a gentleman who is only just em¬ 
barked in business, with pockets almost 
emptied by the expenses of a protracted 
medical education, to maintain his ground < 
against the enormous funds of a city corpo-* 
ration ? We cannot believe, however, that 
the generous and spirited members of the 
medical profession ‘will stand quietly by, 
and see such a man as Mr. Ryan, a Mem- 
her of the college, crushed by such detest¬ 


able and infamous machinery as the Apo¬ 
thecaries' Company have set in motion. The 
iniquities which mark this transaction will 
surely stimulate medical practitioners of 
all denominations to support, by every 
means in their power, a now College of 
Medicine. 


NAVAL SURGEONS. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 

Snt,—Allow me in the first place to thank 
you most sincerely for the kind and prompt 
manner in which you inserted my letter of 
the 22d January last, relative to the ob¬ 
noxious order excluding us from the King’s 
levees; and secondly, o* the part of myself 
and the medical officers of the Navy, to 
express our heartfelt gratitude to you, to those 
who have actednftore immediately with you, 
and to the members of the college gene¬ 
rally, for the manner in which you and they 
Lave stood forward to vindicate the honours, 
the dignity, and the respectability, of tho 
medical profession. Believe me, my dear 
Sir, the medical officers of the Navy owe 
you all a debt of gratitude that will not 
easily be forgotten, and I hope yet to give 
you some substantial proof of it. In order 
that you may see the different manner in 
which the Duke of Devonshire was pleased 
to convey his Majesty’s sentiments in re- 
sdnding the orders, and that in which the 
Admiralty have thought proper to commu¬ 
nicate to the service, I enclose you their 
circular. Thai was gracious, this ungra¬ 
cious—it speaks for itself. Allow nte to 
observe, that the surgeons of the Royal 
Navy, though necessarily silent during the 
struggle, have not felt the leas intensely; 
with many of them, their; hairs are wax¬ 
ing grey (my own among the number), and 
they can ill afford io lose their hard-earned 
pittance, it would gratify me to seiLthia 
inserted anonymously in the Lancet, to 
prove to the medical world, that tlietjurgeona 
and assistant surgeons of the N avy are not 
indifferent to the exertions mode by their 
brethren in their behalf. • 

% Believe me, Sir, 

* . Very gratefully and truly yours. 

• * * 

March 80, 1830. 

** MEMOnANDUSI. 

" Admiralty Office, March 17, 1831. 

** His Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to rescind the Memorandum of the 2nd De¬ 
cember laat, and'to direct that any Naval 
Officer, not being a Commissioned Officer, , 
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who may wish to attend liis Majesty's 
Levees, shall be presented only by one of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

u George Elliot,” 


To the Editor o/Tjie Lancet. 

Siti, —Having seen in The Lancet of 
last week that his Majesty has rescinded 
the order issued from the Admiralty pro¬ 
hibiting naval surgeons and assistant sur¬ 
geons from appearing at the levees, and 
also that his Majesty has declared, through 
the Lon! Chamberlain, that he entertains 
ever)? kind feeling towards those gentlemen, 
I wish you to inform me, if you Can, how 
long these kind sentiments have been felt; 
because, when his Majesty held the office 
of I/mi High Admiral, he not only refused 
to see any medicirt officer on sending up his 
curd at the Aftmitiftiy, but ordered that 
none should be admitted to an interview. 
It must, therefore, be acknowledged by 
every one, that the surgeons and assistant 
surgeons of the royal navy are entirely in¬ 
debted to your powerful aid for the removal 
of this degrading order, thereby entitling 
you to fresh claims on their gratitude, and 
that of the profession at large. 1 am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

A. C. R. 

March 33d, 1331. 


EFFECTS OF THE A WITH EC ARIES* ACT. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,—-! beg leave to call your attention 
to the law case, at the Maidstone assist*, 
“ The Apothecaries Company v. Ryan 
by the decision of which, it appears, thst a 
Member of the College of Surgeons cannot 
legally dispense medicines to lus own pa¬ 
tients, although he make no specific charge 
for them, unless he be also an admitted 
apothecary. 

According to this construction of tho Act 
“ Tor better Regulating the Practice of 
Apothecaries,” the surgeon of a liue-of-bat- 
tie ship, who may have been for years en¬ 
trusted to dispense medicine to hundreds of 
our brave tars, is not deemed coiftpetaRt 
to minister to the clodpoles of the smepest 
village, unless he shall have previously!*- 
tained a certificate from the Court of w*- 
miners of the Apothecaries Company, “ of 
his fitness and qualifications to practise ss 
an apothecary.” 

Now, Sir, the regulations of the Apothe¬ 
caries’ Company require, “ that every can¬ 
didate for such certificate, shall produce 
testimonials of having served au appreu* 
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ticeahip of not leu than five years to an 
apothecary ; ” and of these, three must 
have been actually passed in compounding 
drugs, two only being allowed for the ac¬ 
quisition of surgical and medical science. 
Against this regulation, it is of no avail 
thst the candidate may have devoted five 
years to attendance upon hospitals, lectures, 
and dissections; that he may have passed 
his examination as a regular surgeon ; and 
that he may have acquired a competent 
knowledge of medicine : he must also hive 
been apprenticed to an apothecary. 

There can be no doubt that the regulation, 
which is calculated to throw a monopoly of 
sll the country practice into the hands of the 
members of the Apothecaries’ Company, 
was not contemplated by the legislature ; 
for its direct tendency is, to compel every 
JEpitag mtra whose views are directed to that 
Him!, to devote the greater part of the time 
allotted to his studies, to the mere business 
of an apothecary, instead of the more im por¬ 
tent profession of a surgeon; and thus, 
eventually, to degrade the one to the level 
of the other. 

It is no doubt proper, that every person who 
dispenses medicines, should prove that be 
possesses a competent knowledge of their 
properties; and, so far as regards apothe¬ 
caries who keep open shops, the appren 
ticeahip is only a needful safeguard to the 
public ; but it is absurd to Buppose tbat any 
regularly-qualified surgeon can be ignorant 
of the nature of the drugs which he admi¬ 
nisters to his own patients, and in liis oase 
it should be dispensed with. Tbe subject 
is of great importance, and a notice of it in 
your widely-circulated columns, will confer 
an obligation on many a regularly-educated 
member of the profession, as well as on. 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. Student or St. George’s, 

St. George’s Hospital, 23rd March. 


GROSS 11.LIBERALITY OF 

TIIE LONDON COLLEGE OF 
PHYSICIANS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

St n,—From the very impartial manner in 
which your periodical is conducted, from 
the vnlnuble information it contains, nnd 
from the public spirit displayed bv yourself 
on many occasions, I think it becomes 
every member of the medical profession to 
give you his support. It cannot he denied, 
even bv your bitterest enemies, that num¬ 
berless abuses have by ilgjueuus been brought 
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to light, and many of them rectified, although 
much still remains to be done. 

In vour last week’s number, a correspon¬ 
dent who addresses you and signs himself 
“ A Licentiate,” speaks but too justly of 
the privations he endures as u member of 
the College of Phj r siciiuis of London. It is 
really too bad that Licentiates should not be 
allowed the use of the library, access to the 
museum, and the right of attending medical 
discussions, without, as lie truly observes, 

*' laving himself under a personal obliga¬ 
tion to any fellow who may be elected a li¬ 
brarian or curator of the museum.” 

It has been my good fortune to travel a 
good deal on the Continent of Europe, vi¬ 
siting the principal universities and schools 
of learning; ami I do not remember a sin¬ 
gle instance where, upon making inyselt 
known as a physician, every opportunity, 
was uot afforded me of procuring medical” 
information ; mid 1 do not remember uu in¬ 
stance whore every resident physician had 
not only free access to the library, &c. 
himself, but also the privilege of intro¬ 
ducing any medical friend. I might quote 
Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Bologna, Padua, 
Pavia, Pisa, fcic. &c. as examples. 

But how differently is .111 English Licen¬ 
tiate circumstanced iu his own country i 
Not only is be deprived of the power of in¬ 
troducing any foreigner of the profession lie 
may accidentally meet, and who formerly 
liiav have done the same kind office for him 
abroad, but he is not even allowed to attend 
the medical meetings ef the College of Phy¬ 
sicians without a special invitation from the 
President und Fellows ; and as to the li¬ 
brary or the museum, their doors are only 
to be opened for him through the courtesy 
of the curator or librarian. 

Perhaps it. is as well that many of the 
medical papers, under the existing regu¬ 
lations, should only he read, and that us 
quickly as possible, as reully some of them 
are “ beneath contempt.” 1 conceive that 
it would bu greatly to the advantage of the 
Loudon College of Physiciaus to use every 
means of diffusing medical information 
among its members ; yet, how can this he 
done under the present system 1 Of how 
many thousands of pounds does it. not annu¬ 
ally deprive our country 1 The large sums 
that nro necessary for a finished medical 
education must be expended ubroad, not | 
because we have not ample means at home 
to furnish every medical instruction, lmt 
because those means are not put to a proper 
purpose. 

I am, Mr. Editor, 

Vour humble servant, 
March 15th, 1831, M. D. 


ASSOCIATIONS OF MEDICAL 
PRACTITIONERS. 

NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD SOCIETY« 

7o the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib,—A lthough the late appearance in 
The Lancet of my letter of the 23d January 
naturally gave rise to some surprise, 1 am 
ueverthelesi satisfied with your explanation 
of the cause of it j nor do I doubt your de¬ 
sire to treat the subject with the oandour 
aud impartiality which every subject con¬ 
nected with the welfare and respectability 
of the profession merits. Yon hare my best 
thanks, then, for your declaration that your 
pages shall be open for the full discussion of 
| the question. Bat that this discussion may 
be carried on with success it is necessary to 
obtain a clear idea of what the question 
reully is ; and although your remarks carry 
with them an appearance of candour aud 
moderation which 1 have no doubt waa the 
spirit in which they were written, yet 1 
muBt think that somehow ojr;Other you have 
overlooked the raaio principle on which the 
association here has been founded, and have 
confined your observations to what may be 
called the second link in the chain of its 
proceedings, the table of fee *. Whether or 
not the adoption of this table may be the 
wisest and best method of bringing into ope¬ 
ration the principle referred to, may be de¬ 
termined afterwards, and indue time I shall 
be prepared to defend it as a useful practical 
guide, neitber too vague to prevent its being 
applied to nearly every case that can occur 
in ordinary practice, nor too precise to pre¬ 
clude its adaptation to cases of more rare 
occurrence. It neitber aims at regulating 
“ the ideas of the practitioner, the reputa¬ 
tion of the practitioner, nor the pecuniary 
capabilities of the patient,” but on the con¬ 
trary, by suggesting a maximum and mini¬ 
mum only, it ia bo constructed as to leave 
room enough for its own regulation accord¬ 
ing to all these considerations. * 

but letting aside this document for the 
present,’ I shall endeavour to place in as 
clear a light as I can the real question for 
discussion, which, it appears to me, is of 
much moment for the profession to settle in 
s', satisfactory manner. It arises out of a 
souqd maxim in political economy, which is 
bptlwvery old und of great authority; and 
which in particular reference to its present 
application has been recognised by an En¬ 
glish jury, aud confirmed by a judge in an 
English court of justice'" The labourer 
is worthy of his Aire.”—-I need scarcely 
refer you to the case of Handey verms 
Henson. I shall propose the question ia 
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the following terms“ Shall the general 
practitioner be contented to receive hit hire 
ob heretofore, in the shape of an undue, an 
uncertain, and an unequal profit on the 
comparatively worthless substances which 
are compounded together in his prescrip¬ 
tions, thus submitting, at the least, to the 
imputation of being a very dear trader, in¬ 
stead of pursuing the more open, candid, 
and manly course of telling bis patients that 
the real value of his services arises from 
the stores of professional knowledge, and 
experience which are treasured in his mind; 
from his power of discriminating disease 
and deciding upon the appropriate remedies 
for its relief; that their true character is not 
pharmaceutical but intellectual ; and that 
whatever reword may be bestowed upon 
him for such services must hereafter be 1 
given and received,'without equivocation or 
disguise , on account of its proper equiva¬ 
lent! ” When the. profession shall have 
given, as 1 trust thoyWon will do, a unani¬ 
mous and emphatic t&gtttive to this irapor- 
taut question, it wU.tbeabc proper to in¬ 
quire how far the .course pursued by our 
association ia the right one for rescuing 
them from the present uncandid and humi¬ 
liating system. I cannot but hope that pro¬ 
fessional gentlemen in various parts of the 
country will take early opportunities of 
making known their feelings and opinions 
on the subject. It is probable that a gene¬ 
ral determination to act upon this better 
principle would make no material difference 
in the amount of professional emolument, 
lu some cases, perhaps, it might be more, 
in others less, in many very nenrly what it 
now is; but in every cose it would be a 
strict proportion to the extent of services 
actually rendered. I remain. Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 
T.M.G BREN HOW. 
Newcastle, March 16,1031. 


b 0 , MonmsoN'a " medicine no mystery.” 


To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sir,— In The Lancet of the 15th of 
January there appears a critique oil a work 
of mine, *• Medicine no Mystery, &c." 
which is chiefly characterised by the p£r- 
sonal abuse there besto wed on me. I shall 
offer no comment on tlie critique in this re. 
sped; you, no doubt, have consulted the 
taste of your readers in inserting it. But, 
Sir, I have to accuse the writer of the above 
article of an offence of a much graver cha¬ 
racter, vis. that of \\w\v% falsified my text 
in the Quotations be professes to give from 
my work, either by supplying a word not to 


be found therein, and which alters the sig¬ 
nification of the flassnge, or by omitting n 
subsequent sentence, which modifies mate¬ 
rially that of the doctrine 1 have luid down ; 
thus in quoting my observation respecting 
the terminations oUnfluinmatinn y the word 
only is added, which does not occur in the 
text; and in the subsequent quotation, 
where I have slated, “ that the puruleut 
matter is always contained in n hag,” the 
sentence immediately following is omitted, 
which runs thus, “ which is formed by a 
natural process , when the structure of the 
part does not oppose an insurmountable ob - 
stuclc to that operation” 

1 am most unjustly accused, Sir, in the 
above critique, of having designed to attack 
that respectable class of piofessional men, 
the general practitioners ; nothing could 
have been further from ray intention ; the 
whole teuor of iny trsatise leads to an in¬ 
ference directly the reverse. 1 have de¬ 
clared myself an enemy “ to all self-created 
and invidious distinctions.” My remaiks 
only apply to those who, without any pre¬ 
vious study or knowledge of the medical pro¬ 
fession, presume to practise it,—to the 
apothecary who, instructed only in the me¬ 
chanical corapositioa of drugs, abandons his 
trade to intrude on the profession of his 
superiors, and to the quack who, eduented 
neither in profession nor trade, criminally 
exercises both to the destruction of his vic¬ 
tims. One might have supposed, that with 
sucli objects in view, I could have reckoned 
on the support of every well-wisher of 
science and of mankind. 

The writer of the critique observes, “ That 
no one alter perusing Or. Morrison’s trea¬ 
tise, would have his knowledge of the me¬ 
dical art increased.” 1 have, however, an¬ 
ticipated this remark, by stating in my in¬ 
troduction, “ that it was rather my design 
to inspire a taste for the study of medicnl 
i science, than to convey iniich’aetual infor¬ 
mation in so short a work.” 

Now, Sir, you will do me hut justice iu 
inserting this letter in an early uuinber of 
your paper. To fair criticism, my little 
work is of course open, but I deny that any 
critic possesses the light to falsify my text, 
or to put sentiments into my mouth which 
l discluim. 

, I have the honour to be, Sir, 

■ *Your most obedient servant, 

’ John Monimov, M. D. and A. 15. 
i . Trinity College, Dublin. 

19, Upper Gloucester Street, Dublin, 
February 18, 1831. 

[After oil, the " false quotations" amount, 
it seems, to the accidental addition of the 
word “ only.”— Ed, L.] 
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UNITED SERVICE MEDICAL CLUB. 

(From a Correspondent.) 

It » proposed to establish a U nited Ser* 
vice Medical Club, to iuclude the officers 
of the East India Company’s service. It ii 
not intended to seek patrons and vice-pa- 
irons, as it is presumed the medical officers 
of the three services possess talent and in¬ 
tegrity enough within themselves, without 
high-sounding names, to establish and con¬ 
duct their own institution. The most emi¬ 
nent men in the three services to he chosen 
as directors, a library and museum to he fur¬ 
nished by donations—Gratuitous lectures 
on scientific subjects connected with the 
medical profession by competent members, 
who shall volunteer their services—An 
economical hotel on the principle 0 the 
existing service clubs, established in % ini¬ 
tial part of the metropolis, and connected 
with the institution. Officers of cither ser¬ 
vice approving, will please to signify their 
assent, with a view to a general meeting, 
to Charles Maybery, Esq., Surgedn, R.N., 
Sycamore Cottage, Little Chelsea, London* 
secretary pro temp .; to Thomas Wakley, 
Esq., Editor of The Lancet, or the pro¬ 
poser, John Gooch, Surgeon,H.M.S. Prince 
Regent, Sheemess. All letters to be post¬ 
age paid. j 

Much 21 ,1831. 


MEDTCAL DEPENDENT ON 
POLITICAL REFORM. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, —There is no class of men in the 
whole empire who ought to feel more deeply 
interested in the success of the new measure 
of Parliamentary Reform than the medical 
profession. Its members are politically in¬ 
terested in common with the other members 
of the state, and are vitally interested in it* 
individually as the only means of obtaining 
a regeneration of the medical profession. 
Let me then exhort them in the most se¬ 
rious and urgent terms to become warm par¬ 
tisans of parliamentary reform. 1 speak 
this with especial refereuce to the fully-ex¬ 
pected dissolution of parliament, when the 
best exertions of every friend of science will 
be requited to aid the people of England, 
who, without the ballot, will be pitched 
against the boroughmongers with their in¬ 
finite means of over-owing and over-in¬ 
fluencing the electors of Great Britain. 

1 am in constant intercourse with men 
who either are now, or have been, high in 
official stations in this country, and lam the 


personal friend of the chief members of the 
Council of the College of Surgeons, and the 
head Fellows of the College of Physicians, 
and I tell the members of the medical pro¬ 
fession throughout the kingdom, ea the re¬ 
sult of most ample opportunities for know¬ 
ing the fact, that Polignac has more chance 
of restoring Cerlism in France, than has the 
profession of reforming the present abuses 
of the medical constitution without a reform 
in Parliament. 

To'the profession, then, who are in every 
house, and tan obtain the attention of every 
ear; who may advise, persuade, and influ¬ 
ence without offence beyond all other men; 
whose opinions ire looked up to with the 
highest respect, and whose wishes are to 
Often oeflauMfa} mtetaoately know the ne¬ 
cessity for *|rfslw»a1fce constitution of their 
own bottaf tftdwho can e® eloquently point 
oatthe 'ncpqttapce of it40 .the dearest inte¬ 
rests of family j who'have peculiar 
opportuntekO* to steady the wavering and 
fix the oneeri^njr-to them I turn for their 
best aid in4fa4-#Mue of political reform. 

Is there Mt *^»caue for the appeal 
I have thus, at «W^hpnest man, thought 
it my duty to maM^teAhe profession 1 I 
could acquaint yi§ with not a few proofs, 
that the statement I lira shove recorded, 
is terribly true, but they would be useless 
unless published, end if published would 
betray my own name with a result which it 
must be my business to avoid. Let it be 
sufficient that the members of the pro¬ 
fession have had warning. 

Before I close my letter—the first (though 
well acquainted, Sir, with your person, a 
warm friend to your efforts, and one wbo is 
intimately acquainted with the stale of me¬ 
dical politics),—the first which I have 
written to your journal,! shall, without fear 
of betrayal in one respect, make you ac¬ 
quainted with the following fact Let the 
profession ponder on jt, though it is not 
directly connected with my subject. 

A proposal was made a very short time 
back in the Council of the College, that no 
man should be permitted to give “ recog U- 
sable ” certificates of attendance on surgical 
lectures, JUko was not a ** hospital surgeon.” 
The propfljfrwas Sir William Bi.ixahd. 
The raoti^fc, was within an ace of being 
carried. 

I am yeur very obedient servant, 

:• N. V. 

London, March 24. 


TO CORHMKJNDENT8. 
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Abdomen, wotrnSs of, stry*t»htyt, 
Inin oi, 44v? 

Abdominal pafieles, gsBgtCW of, 1ST; 

abdominal inflammation, St?. 

Abscess of the brain, Mr,J«wrence oo, 
53#. , I 

Abuses in (be Roy allletflety, 16i at the 
London Hospital, 95,1*1,351, 256, Ml, 
373; at St. '[hottins’ijBospital, OS, #0, 
141,142,512,636,641; at Guy’s Hos¬ 
pital, Ml; at St. Bartholomew's Hos¬ 
pital, 64,347, 398. 

Acetic acid, sue of, In diseases of the 
skin,37. 

Aclior, Mr. Lawrence on, 34. 

Acne, Mr. Lawrence on, 34. 

Acupuncture, in rheumatism, 83T. 
Arupnncturation, Mr. Lawreuce on, 062. 
Addison, l)r., on Uterine Irritation, re¬ 
view of, 162. 

Adulterations of prnasic acid, 575. 

Ague, efficacy of quinine in, 393,468,488, 

72d ; Dr. Llliotson on, 408; efficacy of 
piperin in, 409; rarity or, in Gibral¬ 
tar, 421. 

Air, entrance of, into the veins, 943. 
Alcock's Surgery, review of, 391. 
Aldersgatc Street School, meeting of stu- 
iGnts at, 840, 877. 

Alison, Dr., character of, 205. , 

Aikaliea, treatment of typhnajdth, 501, 
646; employment of, iuat<ug,850. 
Alum, effects of, 012. ^ 

Amuurosis, Mr. Lawreuce on, Tl2,717; 

and epilepsy, case of, 116. , 

Amcitorrluea, strychnine in,391; frequent 
occurrence of in phthisis, 44I.’ 
Amputation*, review of Hamuiick on, 87; 
propriety of, in fracture; 266; in dislo¬ 
cations, 440 ; fet diseases of the joints, 
485; Mr. Lawreuce oo Iho mode of per- 
forming, 946.—(See also Operation*.) 

Anasarca, cure of, 201, 414. _ 

Auaslomosis, venous dieulationby, 620. 
Anatomy, Morbid, Htfif of Vnuc Me- 
Voc. U. 


com of, 463; Cloquet’s, review of King’* 
translation of, 684,624. 

Anal0iny Bill, reintrodnetion and pro¬ 
gress of, 19,61,178,244; abandonment 


Anchylosis after dislocation, 434. 

Ancle, dislocation* af; 477. 

Aneurism, review of Wardrop on, 20; 
Dr. Moit’s case of, 87 , 88, ‘209; Mr. 
Lawrence on the varieties and treat¬ 
ment of, 147, MO, 152, 157, 159,193, 
821,018; «f the aorta, eases of, 156, 
167, 191,535, 782; mode of tying the 
brachial artery in, 821; popliteal, ease 
of, 902. 

Angina pectoris, case of, 113. 

Animal atirfaces, effect of on fluids, 792. 
Antrum, diseases of, 696. 

Anns, imperforate, case of, 189; Mr.' 
Lawrence on diseases of, 653; artifi¬ 
cial, 891; imperforate, 969. 

Aorta, obliteration of, 732; aneariam of, 
158, 167, 194,535 , 783. 

Apoplexy of the lungs, case of, 488. 
Apothecary at St. Thomas's, neglect of 
the patients hv, 642. 

Apothecaries’ Company, extortions of, 
192,212; abuses by, 747; rejection of 
a student by, 942. 

Arachnitis, explanation of the term, 581. 
Arm, exarticnlafum of, 31; wound of, 
145,148; fractures of, 222, 308; tu¬ 
mour of, 351; osseous concretion of, 
497.—(See also Operations.) 

Army assistant-surgeons, grievances of, 
925. 

Arsenic, in serpent-bites, 239. 

Artery, carotid, ligature of, 87, 88; bra¬ 
chial, ligature of, 821; externa! iliac, 
ligature of, 919; femoral, ligature ol, 
918; carotid, ligature of, 920; axillary, 
ligature of, 922. 

Arteries, haunorrhage from, 110, 145; 
doubtful propriety of tying some, 193 ; 
review of Guthrie on, 550; review of 
Dr, Green on, 792. 

Ascites, case of, 202 ; on tappingfor, 025. 
A 



978 


INDEX. 


Asparagus, effect of on the circulation, 16. 
Atjperula odorata,in dropsy, 7. 

Assistants medical, cause of their present 
condition, C54, 9*2G. 

Asthma, tincture of tobacco in, 569; the 
grinders asthma, 731. 

Astringents in haemorrhage, 9. 

Atlas, fractures of, 273. 

Atresia aui, 189 ; Mr. Lawrence on, 960. 
AveriH's Surgery, review of, 240, 


ruciius Olllgeij, ic»icn m, £ WW- 

Ayre, Dr., letter from, 454, 50G; case of/Box, fracture, description of, 269, 


dropsy by, 581. 


B 


Ballingall, Dr., remarks on the lectures 
of, 130. 

Bandages, fracture, description of, 262, 
; 264. 

Bardsley’s Hospital Facts, review of, #91 
Bark, efficacy of, in phthisis, 296. 

Bat Club, origin of, 133; election of Sir 
W. Knighton to, 584 


Bats, enmity of to other surgeons, 133 ;j Brimstone iff the itch, & 
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one at Canterbnry, 352; craftv designs 
of, 4H0. 

Beale on Deformities, review of, 343. 

Bed, fracture, description of, 2G1, 317 ; 
damp, danger of sleeping in, 444; for 
reducing dislocations, 592. 

Bedford Infirmary, complaint against the 
surgeons of, 511. 

Beechy Mr. W r . N., letter from, 39.7. 

Belcher, Dr. W., case of neuralgia by, 


Bones, structure and wounds of, 225; in¬ 
flammation of, 353; softening of, 367 ; 
brittleness of, 363; tumours of, 369. 

Bostock, Dr., strictures on a paper by, 
8#3. 

Bottiny, review of Castle on, 247; review 
of Richard, Hooker, and Stephenson 
on, 554. 

Bougies, description and use of, 779, 801, 
856. 


Brain-fever, remarks on, 56. 

Brain, effects of climate on, 217 ; neural¬ 
gia of, 394; tumour in, 448; singular 
disease of, 495 ; injury of the substance 
of, 622; compression and concussion 
of, 524; abscess of, 530; singular dis¬ 
ease front tumour iu the, 445; sup- 
>osed congestion 4>f, jn children, 509; 
ernia of, 785; hypertrophy of, 699; 


, _. dog In comprirtaion of, 816. 
Breast, cancer of, 222,628, 630. 
Bright, Diysketch of, 126. 


394. 


Bell, Mr. C., connexion of with Mr. Lynn, 

127; reported resignation of, 554. 

Bellows sound, cause of, 536. 

Belmaa, M., his radical cure of herniaJ^ltiuiona, Mr. Lawrence on, 103. 
390. ." . 


British Hooker's review of, 554. 
Brodie, Mr-, anecdote of, 87 ; note re¬ 
specting, 218. 

Bronchitis, cases .of, 41, 411, 419, 490; 

with diseases of lire Jteart ,781. 
Broucliocele, Mr. Lawrence on, 663. 
Broncho tomy, Mr. Lawrence on, 769. 
Brookes, Mr., proposal of a piece of plate 
for, 94, 347. 

Brown, Miss, subscription for, 96, 192. 


v/Brucia, efficacy of. in paralysis, 393. 


Bubonocele, Mr. Lawrence on, 886. 
Bulletins of the illness of Geo. IV., 296, 
3)0,386,425,457,497,546. 


Burns, division of cicatrices after. 250. 
Bell’s Journal on tlie Coronership, 905. ^Burrows on Insanity, review of, 136; 
Benson, Mr. L., dislocation bed by, 592.| address to, from the Surrey Medical 
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Bichat’s doctrine of life, 83G. 

Bird, W., case of rapid ptyalism by, 57. 

Bismuth sub-nitrate, poisoning by, 349, 
400. 

Bites of serpents, efficacy of the guaco 
in, 47; Uenzger, Dr., on, 90; arsenic; 
in, 239. 

Blackwood’s Magazine, remarks on an 
article in, 878; extruet from, 748. 

Bladder, catarrh of, 78, 240; disease of, 
with paraplegia, 538 ; haemorrhage 
from, 775; puncturing of, 807; rupture 
of, 813; inflammation of, 814. 

Blake.on delirium tremens, review of,461. 

Blisters, trial of, in chorea, 123; in peri¬ 
ostitis, 201. 

Blizard, Sir W., conduct of, to a pupil, 
95, 221,254 , 347, 373. 

Blood, review of Dr. Stevens on, 645 ; 
changes in the, 727. 

Booth, Mr. A., letter from, 94; on hy¬ 
drocyanic acid, 575. 

Boggy fed iu cdlular inflammation, 415. 


Society, 251. 

Bursa* mucosse, inflammation of, and effu¬ 
sion into, C27. 

Biisvine, Mr. E. J., on prussic acid in 
neuralgia, 395. 

Butler, James, alleged innocence of, 94. 


Cadenhead, Mr. J., case of dislocation of 
the crystalline lens by, 737. 

Caisarean operation performed twice, 27; 
performed on a deformed woman, 545; 
.result of Dubois' Case, 912. 

Calculi, causes of, fit ; immovable; in the 
. bladder, 188 ; cases ef, 223; in the 
prostate, 813; urinary, formation of, 
88#.— (See JM hvfri h end tMkotomy.) 
Calculus in the bladder, palliative treat- 
ment 
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finger, 351; of the eye, 760; of die 
tongue, 763 ; of the lips, 704; of the 
penis, 771; of the uterus, 772; of the 
testis, 663. 

Canker, water, possible case of, 123. 
Carcinoma of the nose, 34. 

Caries, Mr. Lawrence on, 357; of the 
bones, 501; of a rib, 019. 

Carlisle, Sir A., sketch of, 127. 

Carmichael, Mr., and the Dublin College 
ofSurgeOns, 338, 453. 

Carpue, Mr., lectures of, 224. 

Carpus, fractures of, 310; dislocations of, 
473. 

Carson, Dr. J., new modf by, tor per¬ 
forming paracentesis th6racis, 45S; the¬ 
ory of animal heat mf •'* a r V 

Cartilages, loose, in 

Casliin, Miss, notice ofttHi IpipMiat on, 
876; cause ofjbe Editor* atteWilfaf 
the inquest, 90S; Dr. $®Hh on oome 
evidence given at, 938* **‘ 

Castle, Mr. A., report of Ms caw treated 

bv Baron Hentteloup,80S. 

Cat' hydrophobia from the bitt of, 291. 
Catalepsy, extraordinary case of, 277. 
Cataract, congenital, operation fbr, 584 ; 

varieties and treatmtSft of, 718,922. 
Catheters, description end use of, 779, 
801. 

Cauterv, Mr. Turner on the application 
of, 844. 

Cayenne in hoarseness, 203. 

Cellular inflammation, diffuse* case of, 
415. 

Cemetery, metropolitan, meeting to esta¬ 
blish, 400; necessity of, 691. 

Cerebrum, hypertrophy of, 009. 
Cerebellum, the, the seat of sexual desire, 
23*2; encysted tubercle in, 448; atrophy 
of, 495. 

Chapman, Dr. N., correspondence ot, 
willi Professor Pattison, 740, 799, 975. 
Chemical and medical tables, review of 
Hogg's, 905. 

Chemistry, Ogg's, review of, 690. 
ClieniOM*, Mr. Lawrence On, 072. 

Chest, Clark, Dr. J., on climate in dis- 
otUca of, 692. 

Chilblains, Mr. Lawrence on, 103. 
Children, o« supposed cerebral conges¬ 
tion in,50®i female, obscure disease of, 
in the orgoiis of generation, 774 .—(See 
Infants.) 

thlorlne, effect of, lit hydrophobia, 12; 

as an autidote to prussic acid, 911. • 
Cholera of India, Mr. Dickson on, 235; 

review of Seaile on, 643. * 

Chorea, neStel traatirrent of, 123; Dr. 
Bards ley ‘s freatmeffl of, ««•; Pop#*- 
tren's ' ' 

CbiistUon, Dr., cbattctof rf, Mf j Ter 
marks oh Wi tren^Hp oa 936; 


Circulation, effect of asparagus on, J0| 
power of, after tlic obliteration of »ne- 
rie>, 182; venom, by anastomosis, 620; 
peculiar change iu, 712. 

Circumcision, Mr. Lawrence on the ojw- 
ration of, 778; remarks on, 879. 

Cianny, Dr., remarks on hia treatment of 
tv phut, {04. 

Clark, Dr. C. M., notice* of, 52, 87; 
Dr. J. on Climate, review of, 602; Mr. 
IV, review of the Hippodonomia of, 
652; remarki on, 687; Mr. C., speech 
of, 8J5; Mr. C., on expansion in the 
home's foot, 899. 

Clavicle. fractaies of, SOS; dislocations 
of, 467. 

Climate, review of Clark on, 562. 

Clinical hospital, need of, in Dublin, 18; 
instruction, excellence of, in Edinburgh, 
Mf fxulily of cases ip, 449. 

Clohcfeot.Mr, Lawrence on, 961. 

Cinttnrirack, Dr, remark* on his theory 
of fever, 541. 

Colhatch, Sir J , letter of, 666. 

Cotcbicum, trial of, in rheumatism, 639. 

Cold,.gangrene from, 28,59, 61. 

Cold-bath aad affusion in chorea, 123; 
id hysteria, 234; advantage of, in mor¬ 
bid heat, 539; use of, in chorea, 617. 

Coleman, Mr., and the veterinary pro¬ 
fession, 684. 

College of Surgeons in Ireland, donation 
to the, 17; Mr. Carmichael's proposed 
alterations in, 338, 45$; stricinreson 
the protracted examinations at, 389. 

College of Surgeons in London, exclusion 
of Mr. Brookes from the council of, 94; 
Jacksonian prize of, 203; want of power 
to remedy aliases, 243 ; charge for 
coffee and muffins at, 256; remarks on 
r,.ioini in, 690; correspondence of the 
Obstetric Society with, 746; letter 
from Mr. Lynn ou the injustice done 
by the conned to Mr. Elmore, 866,876. 

College of l’hvsiciaus, meetings at, 141, 
746. 

Colleges of Surgeons, tax otl the diplo¬ 
mas of, 210; petition against, front 
Edinburgh, 245. 

Colon, opening into, from the kidney, 31. 

Compression of the brain, Mr. Lawrence 
on, 521,818; of the spinal chord, 531. 

Concourt Gdufral at Paris,remarks on,551 

Couen.siirn of the. brain, Mr. Lawrence 
on, 525; of tire spinal chord, 531. 

Cotiollr, Ur., on Insanity, review ot; 646, 
095 ; letter from, 705. 

Conquest, Dr., cure of hydrocephalus by, 
82, 144. 

Contagion, remarks on, 291; of the Gib¬ 
raltar lever, 324, 37f, 420; of fever 
generally, 543; remarks by Dr. Cor¬ 
rigan on, 006; of puerperal fever, 780. 

Convulsions, Mr. Lawreuce on, 526. 

Cooper, Sir Astley, question as to the 
A 2 
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print of, G4; anecdote of, 224; attend¬ 
ance of, on the. Duke of York, 297, 312, 
388, 428; practice of, in reducing dis¬ 
locations, 439; post, mortem examina¬ 
tion by, of George IV., 550; strictures 
on his report, 579; last interview of, 
with George IV., 614. 

Cooper, Mr. B., connexion of, with a 
druggist, ‘256.- 

Copper, sulphate of, in diarrhoea, 11,12 ; 
in epilepsy, 119; acetate of, in ulcer¬ 
ated mouth, 123. 

Corns. Mr. Lawrence on, 102. 

Coroner for Middlesex, offer of Mr. Wak- 
ley sis a candidate for the office of, 836; 
meeting of freeholders in support of 
Mr. Wakley as, S67; letter from Mr. 
Walford on, 876; extracts from the 
papers relating to, 904 ; commence¬ 
ment of the election for, 930; Mr. 
Hume's opinion on the proper qualili- 
cations for the office of, 931; remarks 
on the progress of the election for, 963. 

Coroners, non-medical, incoinpetency of, 
in Butler’s case, 94 ; inquest of one on 
sheep-bones, 654; remarks on the in- 
competency of, S34, 937,972. 

Coronersbip, Dr. G. Smith on the, 907, 
934. 

Corotomia, Mr. Lawrence on, 754. 

Corrigan, Dr., on the epidemic fever of 
Ireland, 569, 600, 611; review of his 
paper on the heart, 961. 

Couching, Mr. Lawrence, on, 7*22,724. 

Court Circular, extract from, 499. 

Counter irritation in cholera, 239; Mr. 
Lawrence on, 901. 

D 

Darwall on thn Management of Infants, 
review of, 616. 

Davis, Dr. I)., communication from, in 
exculpation of Vrulessor Pattison, 7USt 

Pay-blindness, Mr. Lawrence on, 716. ir 

Deafness, Mr. Lawrence on. 762. 

Death, proximate cause of, 836. 

Deformities, review of Beale on, 3-13 
Mr. Lawrence on, 365, 484, 533, 562; 
congenital, causes of, 720. 

Delirium, remarks on, 138; injuries of 
the head with, 528 ; tremens, compli¬ 
cated case of, 119; review of Blake on, 
461; cure of, by spider's web, 970. 

Denmark, Mrs., her case of aneurism, 24 

Depilatories, Mr. Lawrence on, 07. • 

Derby Infirmary, remarks on cases at, 
58, 254 ; strictures on the regulations 
at, 622, 78S; defence of the mode of 
operating at, 751; proceedings at, 79ffi 

Diabetes, effect of animal diet in, 394. 

Diagnosis, importance of a good one, 415. 

Diarrhoea, chronic case of, 10, 37, 487; 
efficacy of strychnine in, 393 ; Dr. El- 
liotson’s treatment of, 441, 487. 


“ Diary of a late Physician,” strictures 
on, 878. 

Dickson, Mr. A., on the cholera oflndia, 
235. 

Digitalis, singular narcotism from, 418. 
Dilator, invention of, 221. 

Dinner, medical, the proposed, 62; in¬ 
terference of Dubs and Bats in, 85; 
absurd toasts at, 132; revised toasts 
for, 179; strictures on, 191 ; postpone¬ 
ment Of, 212, 241; resignation of stew¬ 
ards of, 256, 751; to professors of the 
Edinburgh University, 800 . 

Diplomas, proposed tax on, 210; petition 
agaijiat, 245. 

Diploma, medical, of the Loud. Univ.,301. 

Dipilfcrftc, case qt; 450. 

Disease, energy iu^ie treatment of, 411. 
Dislocation of the crystalline lens, 737 ; 

pongenittfeOftbie radius, 799. 
Dislocations of the thigh, 222 ; of the hips, 
304 ; Mr. Lawrence on, 40G, 433, 465, 
472; bed for reducing, 592. 
Dispensaries, substitute for, 179; great 
abflses at, 240; inode of election at, 
551; mismanagement of, 787. 
Dispensary patients, bills sent to, 337, 
396, 508, 577. 

Disticiiiasis, Air. Lawrence on. 669. 
Dixon, Mr. E., case of dropsy by, 898. 
Dobson, Dr., case of stone in the bladder 
by, 940. 

Drnpsv, the woodruff in, 7; case* of, 13, 
202,’ 491, 538, 621, 898, 976 ; danger of 
puncturing in, 297,. 312; Sir Astley 
Cooper's prescription for, 368, 428; oil 
iodine in, S93 ; Dr. Ayre’ncase of, 581 ; 
on tapping for, 025. 

Drowning, case of, 29; suspended respi¬ 
ration from, 770. 

Dub, prescription of one, 509. 

Dubs, enmity of, to surge on-apothecaries, 
85, 133; crafty designs of, 400. 

Dublin, /.oologies! Society, 656. , 
Duncan, Dr., clinical lectures by, on cane* 
of—-false rheumatism, 13; psoriasis dif- 
fnsa, 14, 697 ; efficacy of the mudtir in 
diseases of the skin, 15 ; pulmonic fe¬ 
ver, 15; typhus gravior, 39; chrcjiic 
rheumatism, with disease of the skin, 
40; cynancho, with migrations of in¬ 
flammation, 40; chronic brolnihitis 40; 
impetigo scabida, 41; nctUNflgla of the 
• sacrodschiaftc nerve,72; pectoral affec- 
I tion, 72; typhus fever, 73 ; peritoni-* 
till and dysentery, 74; empyema and 
pneumothorax, 75; singular case of 
tir’pufism of the aorta, 167; thoracic 
disease, With stricture of the rectum, 
M; hend^egiMIt ; complicated case 
fever, tubercle* of the longs, and 
’ abraded odfkt of the stomach, 171; 
* pfetfa&f , 290; fhenmatism< periostitis, 
and elephantiasis, treated by blisters, 
201 ; acute ifceattuitfoni treated by qui* 
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nine, 201; small-pox preceded by ro¬ 
seola, 202; amnnalous lumbar pains, 
202; anasarca and ascites, 202; leu- 
corrhcea and hoarseness, 203; cata¬ 
lepsy, 277 ; fatal case of diffuse cellular 
inflammation, 415; acute enteritis,416; 
bronchitis, 419; encysted tubercle in 
the cerebellum, 445 ; singular case of 
subcutaneous disease, 447; prurigo, 
448; fever, with remarkablylivor of 
the face, 448; hemiplegia) 448; ul¬ 
ceration of tlie trachea, 448,608; ter¬ 
mination of cases, 007. 

Duncan, Dr., character of, 204; remarks 
of, on insanity, 214. 

Dunn, Mr., case of diseased kidneys by, 

Duodenum, disease of, 167. . 

Dupuyhen, M., anecdote 0 ^ 224; prac¬ 
tice of, for reducing dislocations, 489. 

Dura mater, bleeding points in, 89 ; in¬ 
jury of, 522; fibrous tumours of, 627* 

Dye, disease produced by, 447. 

Dysentery, case of, 74;.»t Wakefield, 
732. . . . 

Dysphagia, case of, 411, 

E 

Ear, Mr. Lawrence on affections of, 761. 

East India medical service, remuneration 
of officers in, Letter IV., 173. 

East Indies, medical practice in, 216; 
epidemic cholera of, 235. 

EcchytiioM* in fractures, 265; in wounds 
of the head, 518. 

Ecthyma, Mr. Lawrence on, 31; cases of, 
445, 488. 

Ectropium, Mr. Lawrence on, G69. 

Eczema, Mr. Lawrence ou, 4; Dr. EUiot- 
aon on, 538. 

Edinburgh Review, remarks on a passage 
in, 602. 

Edinburgh Medical Journal, review of, 
789, 830. 

Edwards, Mr. 1>. O., communications 
from, 78, 210,321, 491, 863. 

Egg, respiration in, 929. 

EiwWn, Mr., defence of, 623. 

Elbow, dislocation of, 470. 

Elepbantissis, Mr. Lawicjice on, 09; 
trial of Ulixttfrt it), 201. 

Elliotson, Dr., clinical lectures by, on hac- 
monhage from the stomach,8; hsetnof*. 
rhage from the inleiuines, 9; livcmor- 
rliage from the urinary organs, 9; 
chronic diarrhoea, 10 ; epilepsy, TIB- 
241, 639; hysteria, 231,444 : hydro- 
phobia, 291; patapiegiyliri j jadh^iw, 
975; in testiHnl worms., 87$4 Jtfsrtpbr: 
rta, 876; visceral di«***« from drink¬ 
ing spirits, 877; phthisis, 408, 440, 
537; ague, 408, 488; fever, 409, 6t0; 
hendach, 41B; hemiplegia, 4W; dyspha¬ 
gia, with enlarged gltftds, 411; bron¬ 


chitis, 411 ; diseases of the heart, 412; 
flatulence, 441; piles, 4 42; complica¬ 
tion of disease, 442; abdominal pain, 
443; inflammation of the liver, 444; 
rheumatism, 444, 488 ; syphilis, 446 ; 
ecthyma, 445; disease of the heart and 
lungs, 480; peripneumonia, 486; gas¬ 
tritis, 487; inflammatory purging, 487 ; 
ecthyma, 188; disease of the mitral 
valve of the heart, and apoplexy of the 
lungs, 488; ulceration of the womb, 
489: bronchi I is, 490; pericard itis, 491; 
dropsy, 491,530; aneurism of the arcli of 
the aorta and innominata,535; enlarged 
liver, 536; chronic inflammation of the 
uterus, 537; abdominal inflammation, 
637; paraplegia and disease oi the 
bladder, 538 ; eczema of the leg, 539. 

Elliotson, Dr., remarks on his views of 
fever, 643 ; the apothecary’s neglect of 
his patients, 61,95,142, 303,639, 641. 

Elmore, Mr., treatment of, by the College 
couucil, 86G, 876. 

Empyema, case ot^ 76; Mr. Lawrence on, 
697. 

Emphysema, case of, 124; in fractures, 
275. 

Encephalitis, meaning of the term, 531. 

Endcrmic method, danger of, in hospital 
practice, 448. 

England ou Disorders of the Kidneys, 
review of, 63. 

Enteritis, cases of, 41S,G38. 

Entropium, Mr. Lawrence on, 667. 

Epidermis, porous system of, G86. 

Epilepsy, l)r. Eiliotson on, 116, 231, 539. 

Epixtaxi*, Mr. Lawrence on, 593. 

Errata, 32, 61. 

Ergot of rye, Mr. Walford on, 47, 252 ; 
composition of, 187; Mr. Hawkes on, 
219; Mr. Evans on, 220; in uterine 
hemorrhage, 929. 

Erysipelas, state of the blood ill, 416. 

Erythema, fatal case of, 415. 

Euphorbia villosa in hydrophobia, 186. 

Eujthorbium resin in costiveness, 203. 

Europeans, effect of Indian climate on, 
216. 

Evans, Mr. T., on the ergot of rye, 220; 
reply to, 252 ; speech of, on the coro- 
liership, 872. 

.Examiner, The, on the coronership, 901. 

^Exfoliation in Iradores, 269; in necrosis, 

• 66 . 

Exostosis of the humeris, 351; of the 

i bones, 369. 

r Ey«, remarkable wound of, 62; operation 
ob, for artificial pupil, 148 ; tumour of, 
188; Mr. Lawtence on diseases of, 665, 
706, 712, 718, 753; dislocation of the 
crystalline lens in, 737 ; vacillation of 
the iris of, 784; turpentine in diseases 
of, 781; operation for cataract, 581, 
718, 922. 
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Eyelid, cancer of*47? Mr. Lawrence on 
diseases of, 695. 


F 

Face, wound of, 186; neuralgia of, 384, 
395 j livor of, in fever, 448. 

F$cea, detection of stricture by, 169. 

Famine, production of fever by, 569. 

Fatuity and epilepsy, 117. 

Favns, Mr. Lawrence on, 05. 

Fawdington, Mr., cure of nsevus by, 728. 

Females, neglect of their bowels, 442; 
periods of puberty in, 731. 

Fanning, Eliza, case of, 869. 

Fenwick, Mr. G., on firing, 901. 

Fever, continued cases of, 15, 171,409, 
538; typhus, cases of, 39, 73; brain, 
50; puerperal, 199, 786; Gibraltar, 
325, 377, 420; effect* of light on, 422; 
livor of the face in, 448; typhus, alkalies 
in, 504,646; pathology and treatment 
of, 539; production of by churchyards, 
460, 591 ; in Ireland, 569, 600, 614. j 

Fibrous membranes, Mr. Lawrence on, 
027. j 

Fingers, aneurism of, 109; curious tu¬ 
mour of, 184; separation of, when 
united, 249; fractures of, 310; cancer 
of, 351; dislocations of, 473; amputa¬ 
tion of, 90 ; webbed, 961. 

Firing, remarks on, by Mr. J. Turner, 
843, 974; reply to, by Mr. Fenwick, 
901. 

Fistula in perineo, SOS, 809; in ano, 853 ; 
stercoral, 893. 

Flatulency, Dr. Elliotson on, 442. 

Foetus, effects of fright on, 106, 726; 
enormous cranium of one, 218. 

Food, spoiled, poisoniug by, 838. 

Foot, gangrene of, 28, 59; fractures of, 
322; dislocations of, 429; review of 
Clark on the horse's, 652 , 687 ; partial 
amputation of, 952. 

Fordyce, Dr., bis views of fever, 541. 

Forster, Mr. R. D., on gold in syphilis, 
690. 

Fosbroke, Dr., on the vaccine lymph, 557; 
examination of, at Edinburgh, 738- 

Fracture, compound, of the leg, after 
haemorrhage in, 841. 

Fractnres, review of Hammlck on, *L; 
Mr. Lau rence on, 227, 257,305, Sfo, 
317, 353, 519; cases of, 222, 841. 

Frngilitas ossiuni, 368. 

Fungus in the orbit, 188 ; cerebri, Mr. 
Lawrence on, 523; haeinatodes of fibre 
breast, 630; of the testis, 661; * of thft 
eye, 760. 

G , 

Gaitskell, Mr. W., letter from, 451. 

Gale, Mr. C., letter from, 456. 

Gangrene of the foot and leg, 28; of the 
feet, 59; of the abdominal parietes, 
187; spontaneous, iu a child, 655. 


Garrett, Mr. C. B., experiment! by, with 
prussic acid, 576. 

Gastritis, cases of, 487. 

Generation, affections of the organs of, 
770. 

j George the Fourth, illness of, 180, 295, 
340, 386, 425, 457, 497; death and 
post-mortem examination of, 546; stric¬ 
tures on the examination, 578; last ill¬ 
ness of, 614. 

** General practitioners,’* exertions of 
Mr. Hume in favour of, 52, 84; enmity 
of the Bits and Dtifisto, 133; prospec¬ 
tus of the Metropolitan Society of, 451; 
remarks on the prospectus, 460; stric¬ 
tures on the Society, 505,690,738,750; 
defence of the Society, 652, 750; re¬ 
ply to, 69$;. absurdity of the term 
“ generatpfactitioner,” 693; letter re¬ 
lative to, 703| jeanitical defence, of, 832. 

Gibraltar fever, Mr. Wilson on the his. 
tory of, 325, 877,420. 

Gisborne, Mr. ft. F.,on the operations at 
the Derby Infirmary, 622; reply to, 751. 

Ghfttd, lachrymal, affections of, 758. 

Glands of the neck, enlargement of, 411; 
salivary, affections of, 705. 

Glandular system, Mr. Lawrence on, 628. 

Glaucoma, acute, Mr. Lawrence on, 711. 

Globe, The, extract from, 016. 

Glottis, oedema of, 616. 

Godwin, Mr,, defence of, at the Derby 
Infirmary, 751. 

Gold, efficacy of, in syphilis, 590. 

Gonorrhoea^ benigna and arthritic, 77G. 

Gooch, t)r., remarks on his writings, 510. 

Gouty iritis, Mr. Lawrence on, 709. 

Gower, Mr .reminiscences of,680. 

Gowland’s lotion, composition of, 38. 

Graham, Dr., character of, 205. 

Granville, Dr. A. B., letter to, 880. 

Green, Mr., hauteur of, 96; translation 
of to King’s College, 642. 

Green on the Arteries, review of, 792. 

Gregory, Dr., strictures on a paper of, 
790. 

Grinders asthma, Dr. Knight on, 731. 

Groin, cancer of the glands of, 101; pecu¬ 
liar tumonrs in, 283. 

Gnaco, effect of, iu serpent-bites, 47 ; in 

, hydrophobia, 286. 

Gnms, affections of, 764, 

Guthrie, Mr., sketch 04137; caution of to 
his pupils, 128, 224 ; anecdote of, 464; 
notice his work on the arteries, 556. 
Gutta serena, Mr. Lawrence oh, 712, 717. 

Guy’s Hospital, neglect of thft burgeons 
at» 141; note from a student at, 512. 


HfcdMhtrtif ttfegftfiea, dale of, 333; 
Dr. Emotion on, fT«; Mr. Lawrence 
•0,7‘W. • 



INDEX. 


068 


Hamoptyiii, case of, 489; treatment of, 254,464; Belnu'iradical cure of, 390; 

726. flatulence caused by, 441; cerebri, Mr. 

Haemorrhage from the stomach, 8; from Lawrence ou, 522; of the foramen 

the bowels, 9; treatmeut of, 8, 376; ovate, 735 ; of the brain, 785; Mr. Law- 

from the urinary organs, 9; Mr. Law* rence on, 857,881,888,913; reducible, 

rence on, 110,146,148,164, 194; fatal, 860; irreducible, 881strangulated, 

from a leech-bite, 394; from the nose, 882,888 j inguinal, 886,890, 893; acre- 
693 ; from the urethra, 776 ; second- tal,886; congenital,893 } strangulated, 
ary, case of, 841; from leech-bites, 913; crural, or femoral, 914; nmbilical, 

927; ntcrine, ergot of rye in, 47,929. 017; ventral, 918; uncommon, 918. 

Hemorrhoids, Mr. Lawrence on, 854. Heurteloup, Baron, operation of litlio- 
Halford,8ir H., strictures on the conduct trity performed by, 78, 240, 491, 863.' 

of (see bulletins), , 940. 

Hake, Mr. T. 0., on the porous system Hey, Mr., on the causes of mevas,726. 

of the epidermis, 686. Hippodonomia, review of Clark’s, 652,687. 

Hamilton, Dr., character of, 205. Hoarseness, treatment of, 203. 

Haiumick, Mr., surgical wofk of, 87. Hips, dislocation of, 304, 473; diseases 
Hancock, Dr., ou pulmonary consomp- of, 484. 

tion, 206 ; on vaponr Utinfb 334; on Hogg’s Chemical and Medical Tables, 
the oil of laurel, 587, 688. review of, 905. 

Hand, cancer of, 99; tttmenf of, 184; Home, Dr., character of, 204. 

partial amputation of, 951. Hooker’s British Flora, review of, 554. 

Handey v. Henson, proceedings relative Hope, Dr., character of, 205. 

to, 132. Hope, Dr. J., remarks on a paper of, 9C9. 

Hanging, suspended respiration from, Horns, human, growth of, 913. 

77tt. Horse's Foot, review of Clark on, 652, \/ 

Hare-lip, Mr. Lawrence on, 819, 822, Mr. Hart on, 687; Mr. C. Clark on 
959; cases of, 350,837. the expansion of, 899 

Hart, Mr. B., on the expansion shoe, Horsley, Mr. J., persecution of, 128. 

687,899. Hospice de CbareUton, lnnatics at, 752. 

Hurty, Dr., strictures on a paper of, 791. Hospital Facts and Observations, review 
Harveian Society, prize medals of, 830. of Bardsley’s, 391. 

Hawkes, Mr., reply of, to Mr. Wolford, Hospitals of London, inferior instruction 
219; Mr. Walford’s rejoinder to, 252. at, 86; caution relating to the officers 
Hawkins, Mr. C., complaints against,752. of, 179; importance of drawing public 

Head, Mr. Lawrence on injuries of, 517. attention to, 242; curious dialogue at 
Hcadach, Dr. Elliotson on, 410. one of, 245; strictures on the mode 

lioadington, Mr., portrait of, 135. of election at, 551, 592; history of, 

Heart, hypertrophy of, 16; mode of dis- 605; want of resident surgeons at, 041; 
seeding in valvular disease, 77 ; forma- mismanagement of, 787. 
tion of polypi in, 77; inflammation of, Hospitals, general remarks on, by Dr. 

167 ; Dr. Elliotson on diseases of, 412, Hentieu, 297 ; Parisian, review of Ra- 
496; curious circumstance attending its tier’s Formulary of, 585. 
action,417; disease of the mitral valve Hume, Mr., exertions of, in favour of 
of, 188; disease of, folio wing then- medical men, 52; clauses introduced 
mutism, 490; wound of, by a broken by, into the Declaratory Act, 84; pro¬ 
rib, 762; diseases of, with bronchitis, bable withdrawal of, from the medical 
781; wonnd of, by the sternum, 798; dinner, 134; withdrawal of, from the 

pview of Dr. Corrigan ou, 954. council of the London University, 303 ; 

Heat, Dr. Murray on, 180; effect of, on election of, for Middlesex, 683; letter 
vigour, 210; animal, Carsou’a theory of, to Mr. Wakley, on the coronership, 
of? 127. 931. 

HemeratapUf Mr. Lawrence on, 716, Humerus, fracture of, 222, 308; disloca- 
Hemiplegw, cases of, 170, 410 ; ilrych- tion of, 468. 
nine in, 39,448; from couraysion, 527; Hant, Mr., speech of. 873. 
meaning of the term, 533. Hunter, Mr. G. Y., on ligatures in leech- 

Hcroloek, qualities of, 170. bites, 844. 

Henderson) Mr. G., cases of JftnrolgU Hunterian Society, gold medal of, 836. 

by, 686. . Hydatids of the breast, Mr. Lawrence on, 

Hennen'a Military Surgery, review of, 631. 

297 . Hydrocele, Mr. Lawrence on, 657. 

Henning, Dr.^oaerofcMbMV Hydrocephalus, cure of, by tapping, 82; 

Hepatitis, production cfyottsdice from, Dr. Elliotson on, 491. 

87* i COM,of, 877V if. „• Hydrocyanic acid in eczema, 4 ; in neu- 

Hernia, »tranguUted,ett« of, 68, 142, ralgia, 189,395 ; case of poisoning by, 
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250; Mr. A. Booth on, 575 ; Mr. Gar¬ 
rett’s experiments with, 570; chlorine 
as an antidote 10,911. 

Hydrophobia, chlorine in, 12; the euphor¬ 
bia villosa in, 186; supposed case of, 
255 ; case of, at St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
284; prevention of, 891; after the bites 
of wolves, 494; iu sheep, 611; new 
i M dn of preventing, 660; case of, by 
Dr. Johnstone, 783 ; rarity of,784; in¬ 
jection of water in, 798. 

Hydrops articuli,Mr. Lawrence oh, 481. 

Hydrothorax, with emphysema, case of, 
124; Dr. Carson's mode of operating 
in, 456; Mr. Lawrence on, 597. 

Hypertrophy of the heart, asparagus in, 
lti; of the skull, with epilepsy, 117, 
144; of the cerebrum, 099; cases of, 
412. 

Hypogastrium, tumour and abscess of, 
496. 

Hypopintn, Mr. Lawrence on, 707. 

Hysteria, Dr. EJliotson on, 117, 281,448 ; 
Dr. Duncan on, 284; review of Tate 
pn, 218. 

I 

Ileum, strangulation of, in enteritis, 638. 

Ilium, fractures of, 277. 

Impetigo, Mr. Lawrence on, 84; scabida, 
case of, 41 ■ 

Indign, sulphate of, as a test for nitric 
acid, 830, 452. 

Infant, spontaneous gangrene iu, 665. 

Infants, propriety of operations on, 588; 
review of Darwall on the management 
of, GIG ; hydrocele in, fifiO; ophthalmia 
in, C72. (See Children). 

Infirmaries, mismanagement of, 212, 551, 
592,787. 

Inliiimraalions, haemorrhage from, 8; imi 
tation of, 77; diffuse, of the cellular 
membrane, 415 ; of the testis, G61. 

Innominata, aneurism of, 535. 

Inoculation, Mr. Lawrence on, 5. 

Inquest at the Westminster Hospital, 
932; letter relative to one, 037. (See 
Conner.) 

Insane poor, county asylums for, 677. 

In*ani»y, simulations of, 123,280; review j 
of Burrows on, 136; Dr. Duncan's I 
remaikton, 214 , teview of Cnaolly on, j 
640, 095; effects of counter disease in, 
732. 

Iodine, inhalation of, in phthisis, 182; 
treatment of rsnula by, 1941; in hr on- 
chocele, 393, 063 ; Dr. O’Shaugbuessy 
on the detection of, 633. 

Ireland, state of vaccination iu, 557; Dr* 
Corrigan on the epidemic lever of, 569, 
000,014. 

Iris, excision of, 755; cause of vacillation 
in, 784. 


Iritis, syphilitic, case of, 30; Mr. Law¬ 
rence on, 707. 

Itch, Mr. Lawrence on, 1; contagion of 
the camel's, 079. 

J 

Jaundice, Dr. Eiliotson on, 375. 

Jaw-bone, tumour of, 28,495; excision 
of, by Mr. Liaars, 54; carcinomatous 
polypus of, 62; fractures of, 270; dis¬ 
locations of, 406; partial excision of the 
lower, 495. 

Jenkins, Mr. C. E., ou the prevention of 
hydrophobia, 500. 

Jenkins on Consumption, review of, 017. 

Jews, their mode of circumcising, 770, 
879. . 

Johnson, Dr. j*, end Mr. Wardrop, 134 ; 
letters to* 

Joints, diseasewf» in small pox, 344; Mr. 
Lawrence q* diseases and injuries of, 
491,483,465, 472,479, 518; amputa¬ 
tion at, 959. 

Jordan, Mr., case of obliterated aorta by, 
732. 

Journal of a Naturalist, review of, 931. 

K 

Hermes mineral, use of, 78. 

Key, Mr., remark of, 209. 

Kidneys, suppuration of, 31; obscure dis¬ 
ease of, 49; Dr. England's work on 
disorders of, 53; cose of Bright’s dis¬ 
ease of, 107; induration of, 537. 

King, Mr. T., translation of Cloquet by, 
584, 624 ; propositi from, to address the 
Parisian medical students, 791; speech 
of, on the coronership, 867 ; thanks of 
his pupils to,640, 877. 

King's College, imperfect medical school 
at, 401; effect of private elections at, 
642. . « 

Knee, dislocations of, 477; inflammations 
of, 479. 

Knight, Dr. 1*. S., on alkalies in typhus, 
504. 

Knight, Dr. A., ou the grinders asthifci, 
731. 

Kufghton, Sir W., strict tires on the con¬ 
duct of (see Grorfre U \\ 

' Kriemer, Dr., ou separating united fin¬ 
gers, 249. 

L 

La boar, argot of rye in, 47,219,220.352; 
cgjumnfo of the abdominal parities 
Ml j cow- 

reawo p eddri un ln, ST, 645. 

Lacfciy«wH; iM% nn h ig ef, lu obstruction 
of tas 

Lildtev, MrilWf. ts t diapmury pa- 

SmiM WEV*: •*>. 



1ND1SX* 


Lanckt, Tub, pollution of, by Longman 
and Co., 144; Sir A. Cooper and tlie 
Duke of York, 429; voice of, at the 
Nodes Ambrosiansc, 748; its effects on 
the public hospitals, 702, £68. 

Lanrettc, Fraucaixe, on hospital noodles. 
562, 592. 

Lungton, Mr. G. E., on the want of sur¬ 
geons in trading vessels, 897. 

Lanyon, Mr., reply of Mr. Walford to, 47. 
Laryngotomy, operation of, 618; Mr. 
Lawrence oil, 769. 

Larynx, Mr. Lawrence on wounds of, 768. 

Laurel, native oil of, 587,688. 

Lawrence, Mr., on diseases of the skin, 
1,97, 103; psoriasis, 4, 35, SB; ecze- 
nm, 4 ; pustular diseases and vaccina¬ 
tion, 5 ; ecthyma, tnjiia, impetigo, and 
acne, 33; scaly diseases* 84 ; lepra, 34, 
97; papular diseases* 35; strophulns, 
lichen, and prurigo; $8; causes and 
treatment of inflammiiiwi of the skin, 
86; porrigo, 65; tubercular diseases, 
69; elephantiasis; 69; lupus, 70 ; can¬ 
cer, 97 ; cancer of the eyelid, 97 ; can¬ 
cer of the nose, female organs of gene¬ 
ration, and hand, 98; chimney-sweep¬ 
er's cancer, 190; paiuful jubcutaneous 
tumour, lot; warts aud corns, 102 ; 
bunions and chilblains, 103; onychia 
paronychia, and nail growing into 
the flesh, 104; naevi niaterni, 105; 
bloody tumour, 107; diseases of the 
vascular system, 110 , 145; wounded 
arteries and veins, 110, 145,191; liga¬ 
ture in hirmorrltage, 110, 145; aneu¬ 
risms, 149, 152, 159, 193; diffused and 
circumscribed falsa aneurisms, 147,157; 
varicose aneurism, 166 ; propriety of 
tying doubtful arteries, 193; ligature of 
arteries, arteria innominuta, abdominal 
aorta, 193,194; inflammation and liga¬ 
ture of veins, 194; venesection ami 
phlebitis, 195; fatality.of operations ill 
India, 19S; phlegmasia dolens, 198; 
puerperal fever, 199; varicose veins, 
200; on the. osseous system, 225; 
wounds of bones, 225 ; fractures, 227, 
337,264, 279, 305,310,317; Iraeiurra 
of the ossa nasi and lower jaw, 270; 
fracture* of the spinal column,272,.306; 
liaclores of the sternum, peivi$, and 
sacrum, 275,277; fractures of tilt cla¬ 
vicle aud scapula, 306, 307 ; IVactpre* 
of the .humerus, forearm, carpHs, metftv 
carpets, and phalanges, 308, 309, 810; 
fractures of the femur, 310, 317, 853; 
fractures of Urn patella, le& ond &or, 
817,329^323 f iractmfe ofUiedc of 
the thigb-bbne, 851; Maumatiou of 
bone, 863; perioit»lia,.il*4.{ caric» of 
the hone*, fiafl; £«w**^ 360, 867; 
rickets, 365 ;m a th n ai M ft rttnedio for 
defornsMea, 366; fragill- 

tas ussium, 367 ? 868 ventosa uud 


adventitious osseous growths, 868; ex¬ 
ostosis, 369; osteo sarcoma and stea- 
tonaa, 371; diseases of Die teeth, 373 ; 
injuries of joints, 401; wounds involv¬ 
ing injuries to bones, 404; sprains, 
405 ; dislocations, 406; compound dis¬ 
locations, 433; dislocation of the lower 
jaw, cervical, lnmbar, and dorsal verte- 
brae, 465, 467; dislocation of tlie ribs, 
pelvic bones, and os coccygis, 467 f dis¬ 
location of the clavicie, shoulder-joint, 
and elbow, 467,468, 470; dislocation of 
the radius and ulna at the inferior ex¬ 
tremities, and of the wrist, bones of the 
carpus, and fingers, 472, 478; disloca¬ 
tion of the femur, patella, knee-joint, 
ancle and foot,473,476,477,479; white 
swelling, aud inflammation of the syno¬ 
vial membrane, 479; hydrops articuli, 
481; changes in the synovial mem- 
brane, 481; ulceration of tlie cartilages, 
482,513 ; diseases of the hip-joint, 484; 
scrofulous disease of the joints, 513 ; 
loose cartilages in joints, 516; affec¬ 
tions of the nervous system, 517; inju¬ 
ries of the head, 517 ; eecbymosis, Gib; 
fractures of the skull, 519, 520; ire- 
panning, 521: injury of the dura mater 
and liwiti, 522 ; hernia cerebri, 523; 
compression and concussion of the 
brain, 524, 525 ; hemiplegia, 527; inju- 
ties of I he head with delirium, and con¬ 
vulsions, and abscesses of the brain and 
dura mater, 529, 530; arachnitis aud 
encephalitis, 631 ; injuries of the spinal 
column and chord, 531; compression 
and concussion of the chord, 531; soft¬ 
ening of the chord, 533; paraplegia 
mid hemiplegia 533 ; curvatures of the 
spine from softening of the vertebrae, 
533 ; caries of the spinal column, 561; 
injuries and diseases of the nerves, 563, 

567 ; neuralgia aud sciatica, 565 ; tic 
dolotimiv, 566 ; nervous paralyMs.567 ; 
peculiar pains without apparent disease, 

568 , mucous membranes, 593; ozaeuia 
and epistaxis, 593; innocent and ma¬ 
lignant polypus, 594, 596; inflamma¬ 
tion, abscess of the cavity, and morbid 
growths of the antrum, 596: serous 
membranes, 697, 625; hydrothorax, 
697, 599; paracentesis thoracis, 597 ; 
air in tlie chest, 599; inflammation of 
the pericardium, 690; paracentesis ab¬ 
dominis, 624 ; ascites, 625; ovarian 
dropsy, 626, fibrous membranes, 627; 

■ fibrous tumouis ol the dura mater, in- 
fitm matiou of the bn ism mucosa*, and 
swelling of the knee, 627 ; laceration of 
the muscles,and injuries to the tendons, 
628; glandular system, 628; diseases 
of the mamma and nipples, 628; neural¬ 
gia, cancer, and fungus humiatodes of 
the mamma, 030; tumours, hydatids, 
and surconid uf the mamma, 631; dis- 
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earn of the testis, 667; varicocele, ration in phimosis, 770; cancer and 
687; hydrocele of the tnnica vaginalis amputation of the penis, 771; diseases 
testis, and spermatic chord, 657, 660 ; of the organs of generation of the fe- 
baeroatocele, and inflammation and fun- male, 771; prolapsus and polypus uteri, 
gus of the testis, 661; sareocele, 662; 771 ; cancer and removal of the uterus, 

tnngns k&matodes, and neuralgia of 772; extirpation of the ovary, 773; 

the testis, 663 ;* inflammation and ab- obscure disease of the genitals in fe- 

scess of the liver, 663; bronchocele, male, children, 774; wounds and h®- 

6G3; diseases of the eye and its appen- morrhage from the. urethra, 774; ha*- 

dages,06o; catarrhal inflammationof the maturia,775; gouorrhna benign a, 776; 

eye and lids, G65; psoroophthalmia, 665; irritable urethra, 776; stricture of the 

tineaof the eyelids, 666; entropium,667; urethra, 776, 801 ; puncture of the 

trichiasis, 668; districhWis, ecti opium, bladder, 807; ulceration and lacera- 

aud tumours of the eyelid, 669; ptosis, tion of the nreihra, 808, 809; fistula in 

670; paralysis and inflammation of the perineo, 809 ; retention of urine, 010; 

eyelid, 671; chronic ophthalmia, 671; inflammation of Ike prostate, 810; en- 

catarrhal ophthalmia of the conjunctiva, largement of the prostate, 811; cal- 

and purulent ophthalmia, 672; oonta- cuU in tire prostate, 610; rupture of 

gion from ophthalmia, 673; purulent the bladder, 813; inflammation of 

ophthalmia in infants, 674 ; strumous the bladder And incontinence of urine, 

ophthalmia, 675 ; inflammation of the 814\; affections of the female ure- 

external proper tunics, and varioions item, 816; trepanning, 816 ; opeu- 

inflammation of the eye, 677; inflam- ing of the lachrymal sac, 817 ; harelip, 

mation of the cornea, 677; chronic 818, 822; removal of tumours, 821; 

ophthalmia, 705 ; inflammation of the tying the .brachial artery, 821; urinary 

external proper tunics and chambers of calculi, 823; lithotrity, 828, 851 ; cal- 

the eye, 706; gonorihcsal inflammation Cttli in the bladder, 849; sounding, 826; 
of the eye, 706 ; hypopium and iritis, liUiotomy»*Bo2, 954 ; lithotomy in the 
707; syphilitica and arthritic iritis, female, ; lithotrity, 828, 849; dis- 
709 ; retinitis, 710; inflammation of eases of the rectum and anus, 853; 

the vitreous tumour, retina, and cho- fistula in ano, 853; abscess of the 

roid coat, 711; acute glaucoma, 711; rectum, piles, and heemorrhoidal ex- 

catarrhal rheumatic affection of the crescences, 854 ; stricture of the rec- 

eye, 711; amaurosis, 712, 717 ; muse® turn, 855; hernia aud its varieties, 657, 

volitantes,713,717'; hemeralopia, nyc.- 861, 886,893,913; prolapsus of the in- 

talopia, presbyopia, 710; myopia and testine from artificial anus, 693; ster- 

strabismufi,716; cataract,its varieties, cora fistula, 893 ; operation of tying 

and the operations for its cure, 716, tlie femoral, external iliac,carotid,'amt 

922 ; impaired or lost vision, and arti- axillary arteries, 918 : mode of ampti- 

ficial pupil, 753 ; accidents to the eye, tat mg members of the body, 945; the 

756$ affections of the. lachrymal gland thigh, 945; the leg, 949; the fingers, 

and passages, 758; malignant diseases 950 ; the hand, 950, 952; the hip and 

and extirpation of the eye, 760; affec- shoulder-joints, 950; the arm, 952; the 

tions of the ear, 761; earach and puru- foot, 952; excision of the head, of the 

lent discharge, 761; polypus of the ear, humerus, 952 ; amputation of articular 

unnatural ceruminous secretion, and extremities in diseased joints, 953; ex- 

deafhess, 762; the tongue,7G3; wounds, traction of extraneous substances from 

inflammation and enlargement, cancer, the female urethra aud from the rectum, 

ulceration, and tubercular thickening 959; staphyloraphe, 959; malfur*a- 

of the tongue, 763 ; tongue-tie, 764; tions of the female genitals, 960 ; 

diseases of the organs of mastication ..atresia ani, 960 ; malformation of feet 
and deglutition, 764; cancer of the ftftd lingers, 961; counter-irritation, 

lips, 764; tumours of the gums and 461 |v4eupimcturatt00, 903; advice to 

palate, 764; rannia, 765; diseases of . ^rnknits, and conchtstonof Jhroourse 

the salivary glands, 765; diseases of of lectures, 962; conduct of the bats 
the tonsils and nvnla, 766; wounds of tIS; typographical errors iaWslec- 
the pharynx and oesophagus, 766; use tafea, <24; rhmerka on his «i*wa of 
of the stomach-pump and probaag, rmnowtrahea” with 

767 ; stricture of the msophagus, 767; tl* CtffegejCoMcU, 09$; case of pop- 
diseases of the organs of respiration, Itealetf ijjjj^y hy^ P63U - 
768; wounds of the larynx and trachea, Lm tidfll 4 jj ||jj|^|B>tQI , rhag» from, 394 ; 
768; tracheotomy, laryngotoroy, bron- to, 987. 

chotomy, 769; cynanchc laryngea, 760; U9 * frm c- 

lianging and drowning, 779; diseases turaa 9f, 
of the organs of generation, 770; ope- Len** W7. 
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Lepra vnlgarh, remark) on, 14; Mr. Ljford,Mr., conduct papll, 1S8. 

Lawrence on, 94 j caae of, 97. Lynn, Mr. W., .ketch of, 1W. 

Lencorrbaa, apefdy removal of, *04. Lynn, Mr. W. tt„ letter from, with re- 
Laming’aaalt), remark) on, 793. marks, 806, 876. 

Lichen, Mr. Lawrence on, 35. Lyssa (see Hydrophobia ). 

Liebig, Dr., fallacy of bis test for nitric Macbraire’s Nosology, review of, 694. 

add, 330. MaciJwain on Mncoas Canals, review of, 

Ligature of the carotid artery, 87 ,.88; of 4G3. 
n«vi, 109; of bleeding vessels, 112,116,; Macmichael, Dr., offices of, 624. 

194; in aneurism, 161,163, 193; of i Malaria, production of cholera by, 643. 
uterine polypns, 4%; in leech-bitea, Malformation, singular case of, 66, 400, 
846; of the carotid in apoplexy, 686. 943. 

Light, effect of, on fever, 422. Malingering, Dr. Duncan an, 280, 447. 

Lightning, singular effect of, 910. Mania, peculiar odour in, 138. 

Lips, Mr. Lawrence on affections of, 764. Margate Infirmary, remarks on, 514. 
Liston, Mr., conduct of, to his pupils, Marshall on Vaccination, review of, 52. 

140,191,698; inhuman experiment by, Martin, Mr. T., note from, 251. 

278, 281. ^* . Mayo, Mr., complaint* againn, 752. 

Lithotomy, cases of Inii tenilirki 00,143, McCarthy, Dr. A., paracentesis thoracis 
188,223,348,398,461; at twice, 789; by, 928. 

proceedings anterior tu, 827 ; mode of M‘Cleliun’s Ratter's Formulary, review of, 
operating in, 852, 954; in the female, 585. 

958. M'Coraiac, Dr., on Vaccination iu Ire- 

Litliotrity, cases fn which the operation land, 557. 
was performed by Baron Heurteloup, Meals, effeetsof, on medioine, 12. 

78, 240, 49L 863, 940; cases of, 401, Medical men, want of, in trading vessels, 
056; proceedings anterior to, 827 ; Mi . 397; importance of placing in Par- 

Lawrcnce on, 851. x liament, 583 ; injurious distinctions 

Liver, cases of, disease of, 16?, 377» 444, among, 924. 

530; inflammation and abscess of, G63. Medicine Stamp Act informations, 32 ; 
Lividity, cause of, 448. prosecutions under, 135. 

L'uars, Mr., excision of the upper jaw- Medico-Botanical Society, dinner of, 189. > 
bone by, 54. Medico-Chir. Review on the inquest on v 

Lloyd, Mr., complaint against, 847; hole- Miss Cashin, 904. 

and-corner lithotomy by, 398, Melanosis of the eye, 7G0. 

Locke, John, proofs of his having prac- Meningitis and peripneumony, ease of, 
tilled, 92. 120. 

London Hospital, conduct of Sir W. Menstruation, pregnancy without, 736; 
blizard at, 95, 221, 254, 347, 373 ; irre- extraordinary protraction of, 910. 
gnlaritics of Mr. Luke at, 256; history Mercury in syphilis, 46; ptyalism from 
of, 609; dislike of, by the poor, 880. minute doses of, 57; supposed disease 
London Medical Society, discussions at, of the bones from, 355. 
on plcuritis, 42; distortions of the Metatarsal bone, resection of, 31. 
spine, 129; poisoning by prussic acid, Metamorphosis, curious, 256. 

250; diseased joints in small-pox, 344 ; Meymott, Mr. H., case of imperforate 

theory of disease, 424; notice of, 284 ; anus by, 189. 

inquiry for the Fothergilian prize of, Middlesex Hospital, history of, 609. 

303. Military surgery, Dr. BaJliugall on, ISO.. 

Lotifc? the quack, notice of, 52, 86; Millfoil, trial ot, in rheumatism, 639. 

slaughter of Miss Cashin by, 876, 902. Moles, Mr. Lawrence on, 106. 

Lo»ge*it?f remarkable case of, 910. Mollifies ossiura, Mr. Lawrence on, 367. 
X^is;3fyf4ptttl of» 699. - ; '$fouro, Dr., character of, 205. 

Luke, Mr, complaint against, 25<k,V‘£v Monstrosities, cases of, 66, 400, 943. 
Lumbar pains, anomalous case of; Silt; Moore, Dr. E., case of secondary hwraor- 
absoeik,description of, 561. .. rhage by, 841. 

Lnnith^ descriptiotl of one, 651, Mott, Professor, case of anenrism by, 87. 

Lunatic nsytems, great abuses in, 64?v Morning Advertiser on the Corone^hip, 
Lunstlcs at the Hoapioh. ^^a»titmi> . 905. 

?W. ."4^;.'. u] Morning Herald on the Coronership, 905. 

Lungs, singular 447jd« - Morphia, value of the acetate of, 393. 

ctxp of, 7L 4B6; artiwlMi l i lUt g , g of, Mortification of bone, 860. 

237, apopl^^sC wyfeiwil wd heart, Month, ulceration of, 123. 

489; t bce g y • Mucous Canals, review of Macilwain on, 

Ingulf 1 .. ^ 463; membranes, Mr. Lawrence on, 
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Mudar, tbe, account of, 14 , 607 ; trial of. 
128. 

Mummy, living root found in the baud of 
one, 432. 

Munro, Sir Thomas, his opinion of the 
East India Medical service, ITS. 

Murray on Heat and Humidity, review 
of, ISO. 

Miunc volitantes, description of, 713, 
717. 

Muscles, laceration of, 628. 

Muscular contraction, fractures from, 257; 
prevention of reduction of dislocations 
from, 487. 

Muscular system, Mr. Lawrence on, 628. j 

Myopia, Mr. Lawrence on, 717. j 


Navas, Mr. Lawrence on, 105; Mr. Hey 
on the causes of, 720; cure of, by seton, 
728. 

Nail growing into thefiesh.104, 461, 

Nasal duct, obstruction of, 817. 

Naturalists, proposed meeting of, in Edin¬ 
burgh, 500. 

Near-sight, Mr. Lawrence on, 717. 

Neck, enlarged glands of, 411. 

Necrosis, Mr. Lawrence ou, 800,867. 

Nephritis, case of, ST6. 

Nerve, excision of, in hydrophobia, SCO; 

Nerves, injuries and diseases of, 72,098, 
SOS ; tumour of tbe fifth pair, 078. 

Nervous diseases, remarks on, 117,289; 
Dr. Addison on, 182; extraordinary 
case of, 277 ; supposed case of, 445 ; 
Mr. Lawrence on, 517, 5C7. 

Neuralgia of the sacro-isch. nerve,72.698; 
cure of, by prussic acid, 189, 395; of 
the facial nerves, 394 ; of the face, qui¬ 
nine in, 393; of the intestines, 443; 
Mr. Lawrence on, 565 ; carbonate of 
iron in, 580; of the breast, 030; of the 
testis, 663. 

Night-blindness, Mr. Lawrence on, 716. 

Nipple, affections of, 028. 

Nitric acid in syphilis, 40; Dr. O’Shaugh- 
ncsty on tests for, 330,452; production 
of necrosis by, 361; supposed poisoning 
by, 888; analysis of a stain fium, 840. 

Nodes Ambrosianse, extract from, 748. 

Nodes, Mr. Lawrence on, 870. 

Noli me laugere, Mr. Lawrence on, 70. 

Norfolk, frequency of none in, 58, 

North of England Medical Journal, It, 
726. 

Northumberland, dnke of, his donation to 
the Irish College, 17. 

Nose, cancer of, 98; h&monkag* front, 
598 ; polypus of, 594. 

Nosology, review of Macbrairg's, 694. ' 

Nussey. Mr., attendance of, oa Geo. IV., 
457, 498. 

Nutt all, Dr., death of, 942. 

Nyctalopia, Mr. Lawrence on, 716. 


Obstetric Society, inquiry after, 253 ; 
proceedings of, 745; note from the 
secretary of, 786. 

(Edema of tlto glottis, 618. 

(Esophagus, wound and stricture of, 700, 
707. 

Ogg’s Chemistry, review of, 090. 

Onychia, Mr. Lawrence on, 104. 

OperationsMr. Wardrop's operation 
for the cure of aneurism, 20 ; the rasa- 
rean, 27, 545,412; for tumour of the 
jaw, 29; on the second metatarsal bone, 
31; for exaiticulation of the upper arm, 
82 ; of paracentesis thoracis, 42, 450, 
597, 926 ; excision of the upper jaw¬ 
bone, 54 5 for hernia, 58, 140, ISO. 880, 
911 5 amputation of the foot, 59; for 
an opening in the: lip, 02 ; removal of 
polypi from tbe antrum, 02, 597 j para- 
dentesis abdominis, 75. 025; for the 
care of hydrocephalus, 82; Hammick’s 
work on, 87; for aneurism of the arte- 
ria imwroinata, 88 ; for (ke bites of 
serperits,90 *, for cancer of the eyelid, 
band, and other parts, 07; for extir¬ 
pating wants and corns, 102 ; for ex¬ 
tirpating moles and navi, 100 ; for 
arresting hannarrh age, 110 ; for artifi¬ 
cial pupil, 143; for hsraorrhage, 145 ; 
for aneurism, 158; for tumour of the 
lingers, 184 1 for wound of the face, 
186; new treatment after, 181; for 
fungus in tbe orbit, 188; for imperfo¬ 
rate anus, 1$9, 960; for ranula, 190 ; 
fatality of, in India, 198; on varicose 
veins, 200 ; on the lower jaw, 213; for 
dislocation of the lemur, 223,474; of 
lithotomy, 188,228,348, 398, 401, 780, 
852, 954,958; Averlll’s work on, 240; 
for separating united fingers, 249; of 
extension in fractures, 257 ; of amputa¬ 
tion in fractures, 260; for removing 
pressure from the spinal chord, 274; of 
staphyloraphe, 350, 818, 822, 959; for 
cancer of the finger, 351; for exostosis 
of the .humerus, 351; for periostitis, 
855 foil caries, 359; for necrosis, 305, 
84*7 j fof,exostosis, 371 ; for otteo Mr- 
for the radical cuff Ner- 
jfelMWt for die prevention jfhydro- 

iattlon, 418; for tbe redaction if 4b- 
bMtiqii., 484i tut eompouo4 4t»bei- 
tient, 440 ; tut inverted o,lU,4»l j for 
4bl<teMbi|.4f Ifc. I.trer j.w, 40# j for 

!, aga mmcct: 

‘ m&Jw Nm&ti k *i dl.bo.lia. 
«f for of 

ate itae Wk ®W I «f Utlw- 
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:rity, 78, 240, 491, C5G, 851, 8G3, 
U40 ; of partial excision of the lower 
jaw-bone, 495; for polypus of the 
uterus, 496; for osseous concretion 
of the arm, 497; for the removal of 
loose cartilages in joints, G17; of tre¬ 
phining, 621, 81G; for neuralgia of the 
face, 567; for congenital cataract,' 684 • 
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sion, 770,879; for polypus uteri, 771; 
for removal of the uterus. 773; for ex¬ 
tirpation of the ovary, 774; for stric¬ 
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jlitlialmia, Mr. Lawreuce oo«f^65, 671, 

?W. ’ 

Ortft, w<«»ffimein In, xas. r.w.- 
Oi oore;,U, iUlo«ttmi of, Mr.v ~ ; , 
0'Si«n,h«iiy, Dr., ob Uk dttsclta) tfj 

Ossa nmi, 1 


oil 


Palate, division of, 360; affections of, 
761. 

Palmer, Dr. H., letter from, 348. 

Papular diseases, Mr. Lawrence on, 35. 
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the charges against, 799,975. 
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467. 
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Pericardium, inflammation of, 167 , 490, 
COO. 

Periostitis, effect of blisters in, 201; Mr. 
Lawrence on, 354. 

Peripneumonia and meningitis, cases of 
120,486. 
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polypus of the uterus, 496; tumour and 
abscess after, 496. 
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Phalanges, fracture of, 310; dislocation* 
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■ wounds of, 760. 
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son on, 408, 440, 537; review of Jen- 
kms on, 617; deaths from, in 1 Paris, 
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t'rom division of, 273 ; cmnpres- 
a, concussion, and softening of, 531. 
tnal column, t-actarcs ol 272, 305 ; 
Beale on distortions of, 843; the af- 
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Lawrence $n injuries and diseases of, I 
531; caries of, 561. 

Spinal irritation, Dr. Dai wall on, CIO. 
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Splints, description of, 263. 

Sprains, Mr. Lawrence on, 405. 

Squinting, Mr. Lawrence on, 718. 
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the House-Surgeons at, 04 ; irregula¬ 
rities in the operations at, |17 4 hole- 
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of students at, 96, 141; fraud by the 
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251. 

Syme, Mr., hospital reports of, 791. 
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Synovial membrane*inflammation of, */9 
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on, 299; affection of the hones from. 
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Steotoma, Mr. Lawrence on, 371. 

Stephenson and Churchill’s Botany, no¬ 
tice of, 554. 

Sternum, fracture of, 275; wound of the 
heart by, 798. 

Stethoscope, employment of, in plenritis, 
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442; importance of, 200 ; Dr. Gregory, 
in diagnosis by, 790. 

Stevens on the lllbod, review of, 645; 
remarks on, 504. 

Stockleigh, inquest on sheep-bones, at, 
654. 

Stomach, disease of, 167; abrasion of the 
mucous coat of, 171. 

Stomach-pump, Mr. Lawrence on, 767. 

Strabismus, Mr. Lawrence on,718. 

Stricture of. the oesophagus, 767 ; of the 
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* 855, 
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the rectum, case of, 169; review of 
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in, 509. 
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/Strychnine,iuhemiplegia, 170; Dr.Bards. 
Icy on, 392. 

Student, rejection of one at Apotheca¬ 
ries’ Hall, 942; persecution of one at 
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gow, 130; conduct of Mr. Liston to, I40i 
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Tate, Mr., on hysteria, 213. 

Taylor, Dr. G., case of hydrophobia > 
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Tears, involuntary, escape of, 817. 

Teeth, Mr. Lawrence on, 373. 

Tendinous system, Mr. Lawrence on, 628 

Tendons, laceration of, U2S. 
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657 to 603. 
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